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A
ABATTOIRS, GLEBE ISLAND :—

’

3
3

975

967

ABBOTT, JOSEPH PALMER, ESQUIRE:—
.
Seat of, as Member for Gunncdab, declared vacant, on acceptance of odice of Secretary for Mines,
12 ; re-clectcd and sworn, 13.
ABORIGINES:—
Aboriginal Mission Stations, Warangesda and M iloga :—
937

Report on working of, laid on Table, HO
SirOBT OP THOTECrOK :—

)

To 31 st December, 1882, In id on Table, 4-1.............................................................................................. j r 3
Mikutb op Colonial Seciietahy ;—

891

] I

Laid on Table, 115 ............................................ ........................................................................................ J
ACCOUNTS (See “PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.”)
ADDITIONAL ESTIMATE (See 11 FINANCE.”)
ADDRESS :—
In Replt to Goveenoe’s Ol'FXIXG SPEECn —
Select Commiitco appointej to prepare, brought up ami rend bj Clerk, 17 ; amendment moved
(Mr. Garrett) and negatived, 18; Address agreed to, 18; presentjd to Governor, and
Speaker reported Governor’s answer therclo, 19.

919

To Him Majesty the Queen on the state op Ireland: —

Motion made (Str Henry Parkez) for, 230 ; previous Quest ion moved, and Question not put, 230
ADDRESSES AND ORDERS
Registers of...................................................................................................... ............................ ............
ADJOURNMENT

379

Of the House : —

Motion made for and passed, 5, 8, 12; 23, 59, 170, 270, 2S0.
Motion made for and negatived, 70, 80, 90, 129, ’.43, 153, 106 O, 175, 185, 189, 191, 226 (?)
250, 260, 269, 273.

Special, 31, 45, 59, 157, 166.
For want of a Quorum :—

After commencement of business, 121.
Of Debate :—

Motion made for and passed, 02, 72, 80, 157, 179, ISO, 19 f, 200. 237, 257 (’).
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE: —
Mr. Charles Zimmleh, J.P.:—

i

_

Correspondence respecting appointment of to, and removal from, the Commission of the Pence, laid
on Table, 15.................................................................................................................. .......................
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of letters, minutes, Ac., for and against appointment of, to
the Commission of the Pence, 51,

411

Alphonse Bechet :—

Motion made (Mr. Goonan) for copies of petitions, papers, Ac, referring to the ease of, latelj
convicted of arson, 59 ; Return to Address, laid on Table, 107
Supplementary Return to Address, laid on Table, 110....................

4i<5—A

421
435

11
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A
ADMINISTRATION OP JUSTICE -.—continued.
The Case

op

Annie Augusta Cockcroft .—

Motion inudo {Mr. Gor rick) for copies of correspondence in, brought before the Tteneh at G-osforcl, 1
134 j Return to Order, Inid on Table, 200 ..................................................................................
Bourkk

against

Spahkes,

and

Spahkes

against

457

Bourke:—

Motion made {Mr. Aligail) for copies of dcposilions in cases of, 1G3 ; Return to -Address, laid on
Table, 250......................................................................................................................................... '
Me. TVoohe, I’.M., Casino :—
Motion made {Mr. Proctor) for copies of letters, minutes, Ac., referring to complaints against, by
Messrs. Bagot, James, and Stocks, 164 ; Return to Address, kid on Table, 250 .....................
The Case

op

G-loege Bf.i.t, :—

Motion made {Mr. A. G. Taylor) for copies of papers, depositions, Ac., having reference to, tried
at Casino, 231; Return to Address, kid on Table, 273.........................................................
Mr. J. Stocks, J.P.
Return to Order (Session 1881), kid on Table, 277 .....................................................................

465
469

1
477
499

Leary «. Page:—

Depositions and correspondence in case of, kid on Table, 277 .......................................................
Rbsiovai

of Messes. James Dalton,
mission of the Peace:—

Patrick Burke,

and

Michael Casey,

from the

509

Com

Correspondence respecting, kid on Table, 281............................................................................
J
AGRICULTURE AND MODEL FARMS (See *' SCHOOL OP AGRICULTURE AND MODEL
FARMS.'’)
'
ALBURY GAS COMPANY'S BILL:—
Petition presented {Mr. Pay) for leave to bring in, 96 , leave given and read 1°, 102 ; referred to!
Select Committee, 107 ; report of Committee of Session 1H82 referred to Committee, 110 ;j
Report brought up, 119; rend 2°, committed, reported without amendment, and report
adopted, 134, road 3°, and sent to Council, 142 ; returned without amendment, 185 ; assent,
reported, 235 ....................................................................................................................................
ALIENATION OP CROWN LANDS BY CONDITIONAL PURCHASE (See “CROWN LANDS.”)
ALLEN, SIR GEORGE WIGRAM : —
Motion made {Mr. Jlurtu) for election of, as Speaker, and negatived on division, 5.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Sessional Order passed, 21.
ANTHRAX :—
Report of Mr. Anthony Willows on prevalence of, in the Cumberland District, kid on Table, 226..
APPOINTMENTS MADE BY THE PA REES GOVERNMENT: —
Motion made {Mr. MeElhone) for Return showing particulars of, during the four years they held
office, 71.
APPROPRIATION BILL :—
Ordered to be brought in, and read l3, 213 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment,
and report adopted, 222; rcndS0, and sent to Council, 227; returned without amendment, 255 ;
Assented to in Legislative Council Chamber. 232
ARMSTRONG, CAPTAIN, R.N. (See sko “LORD HOWE ISLAND”) .—
Petition from inhabitants of Lord Howe Island, praying that case of may be reconsidered,
presented, 54 .....................................................................................................................................
Motion made {Mr. Levien) for Select Committee to inquire into remoral of, as Commissioner and'
Magistrate, Lord Homo Island, 80; eorresponaence referred to Committee, 145; report
brought up, 260 .................................................................................................... ............................
ARTILLERY FORCE :—
Motion made (Mr. A. G. Taylor) for copies of letters, Ac., connected with the examination of
subaltern officers, 273
ASHBURNUAM AND GORDON (See “ CROWN LANDS”; also “RUNS” ; also “ ROADS,”)
ASSEMBLY
Opening of Eleventh Parliament—Prockmation read by Clerk, 1,
Clerk announces receipt of List of Members, 1.
Clerk informs House of receipt of Commission for Commissioners to administer Oath to Members, 4.
Clerk proposed question That Sir George Wigram Allen do taka the Chair of this ITou^ens Speaker, 5
Clerk put question That Edmund Barton, Esquire, do take t lie Chair of this House as Speaker, 5.
Clerk reads Speaker’s Commission to Administer the Oath, 7.
Clerk roads opinion of Attorney-General on issue of £20,000 for railways, 12.
Clerk amends discrepancies between names endorred on Writs and names of Members, 15.
Clerk reads Address m Reply to Governor’s Opening Speech, 17.
Clerk reads Deputy Speaker’s Commission to administer the Oath, 25.
Clerk reads Petition, 31, 50, 109, 184, 277.
Clerk swears Members of Elections and Qualifications Committee, 35, 41, 45, 50.
Clerk rends order of leave to bring in Bill, 110.
Clerk reads extracts from newspapers respecting brdach of privilege by A. G. Taylor, Esq., 140.
Clerk takes down disorderly words used in debate, 1S5, 190.
Clerk informs House of indisposition of Speaker, 239.
Speaker presented to the Governor, 7.
Speaker's Commission to Administer the Oath, 7.
Speaker reports validity of Election notwithstanding delay in return of Writ, 9, 13.
Speaker lays on Table, Warrant appointing Elections and Qualifications Committee, 14; Maturity
reported, 35.
Speaker reports issue and return of writs, 13, 27, 131, 137.
Speaker lays on Table copy of Minute authorizing application of balance, 14, 77, 166 ....................
Speaker reports discrepancies between names endorsed on Writs and names of Members, 14.
Speaker reports attendance of House in Council Chamber to hear Governor’s Opening Speech, 16.
Speaker reports Governor’s answer to Address in Reply to Opening Speech, 19.
Speaker reports receipt of Deputy Speaker’s Commission to administer the Oath, 25.
Speaker informs House that Clerk has been summoned to produce records in a Court of Law, 25,
129, 181.
Speaker’s Rulings, 71, 103, 151 (-), 161 <3), 176, 179, 190, 201, 260.
Speaker presents Bills for Royal Assent in Council Chamber, 2S1.
Speaker calls attention to the amendments nnulc by Council in the Inscribed Stock Bill, which he
thought to be a money Bill, 108.
Speaker communicates to A. G. Taylor, Esq., resolution of House on breach of privilege, 141.
Speaker names Mr. Buchanan for boing guilty of wilfully disobeying the ruling of tho Chair, 278.
Speaker, Indisposition of, 236,239.
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A
ASSEMBLY:—continued.
Writs of Election, 1, 13, 27,131, 137.
Message from Commissioners delivered by Esher of Black Bod, 3, 7.
Esher of Black Bod delivers Message, 3, 7, 14, 281.
Members sworn, 4, 13, 25, 28, 29, 43, 47, 140, 142.
Election of Edmund Barton, Esquire, as Speaker, 5.
Election of Speaker, 5.
Motion for the election of Sir George Wigram Allen as Speaker, negatived on division, 5.
Ministerial Statement, 5, 8, 153, 167.
Sir Patrick Jennings informs the House of formation of Stuart Administration, 9.
Stuart Administration, 9.
.
Sir Patrick Jennings reads correspondence respecting proposal made by the outgoing Administration
to obtain certain supplies, 9.
Yacant Seats, 12, 14, 91.
^Resignation of John McElhone, Esq, as a Member for East Sydney, ho having also been elected as
a Member for the Upper Hunter, 14.
Fro formd Bdl read 1°, 16,
Governor’s Opening Speech, 16.
Governor’s Progation Speech, 282.
Address in Beply, 17, 19.
No Tellers for Division, 18, 28, 51, 86, 158 (s), 262.
Election of Angus Cameron, Esq., ns Chairman of Commit-lees, 20.
Sessional Orders passed, 20, 21, 22, 94.
Suspension of Standing Orders, 22, 31, 90,157.
Interruption, 28, 142.
Special Adjournment, 31, 45, 59, 157, 166.
Deputy Speaker’s Rulings, 242 0.
Orders of the Day discharged, 80, 115,196 C), 265 (8), 270.
Bills withdrawn, 80,115, 196 0,270.
John Eitzgerald Burns, Esq., Chairman of Committees for the day only, 90, 94', 96, 242.
Sittings after midnight, 86, 91, 94, 97,107, 111, 125, 129, 146, 169, 194, 201, 208, 227, 237, 242,
251,257, 261, 274, 280.
Precedence of Government Business on Fridays, 94.
Motion made {Mr. TricJrett) in favour of fighting Chamber with the electric light, and with
drawn, 102.
Inscribed Stock Bill laid aside, 108.
Mr. Ezekiel Alexander Baker’s petition, 109,115,1§6: 237, 256, 280.
Bill brought in on same leave as former Bill, 110.
No quorum after commencement of business, 121.
Bills recommitted, 125,166, 208, 251, 262.
No report from Committee of the Whole on Bill, 134.
Privilege—A. G. Taylor, Esq., 140.
'
Points of Order, 151 0,164 0,175,179,190, 201, 242 0 , 260.
Walter Edmunds, Esq., heard at the Bar as Counsel for Mr. Ezekiel Alexander Baker, 186.
Previous question, 236.
Mr. Cameron ns Deputy Speaker, 236, 239, 249.
Appointment of Members to tbe Civil Service, 256.
Yotes and Proceedings, Nos. 1 to 59.
Business undisposed of at the close of the Session.................................................................................. 1
Attendances of Members in Divisions and Counts-out during the Session...........................................
Business of the Session ............................................................................................................................
Weekly Reports of Divisions in Committee of the Whole, Nos, 1 to 11..............................................
Weekly Abstracts of Petitions received, Nos. I to 15 .......................................................................... y
Alphabetical Registers of Bills.................................................................................................................
Alphabetical Registers of Addresses and Orders .................................................................................
Standing and Select Committees appointed during the Session ..........................................................
Explanatory Abstracts of sums estimated and voted......................................
... ,
. .
ASSIGNEES IN INSOLVENCY (See “OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES IN INSOLVENCY.’’)
ASYLUM:—
Destitute Children’s, Ranpwiok
Statement respecting laid on Table, 140 ..........................................
ATTENDANCE OF MEMBERS
In divisions and counts out during the Session .................................................
ATTORNEY-GENERAL.................
Opinion of, respecting issue of £20,000 on account of railways laid on Table, 12.............................
Opinion of, in reference of the “Austral,’1 laid on Table, 110..............................................................
Further
do.
do.
124...............................................................
Do.
do.
do.
145..............................................................
Opinion of, in re Executive Councillors (Functions Substitution) Act, laid on Table, 194 ........ ...
Opinion of, in reference to boarding out children from the Randwiek Asvlum laid on Table, 219..
ATTORNEYS (See “ RIGHTS OF ATTORNEYS EXTENSION BILL.’') "
AUSTRALIAN JOCKEY CLUB
Rules and Regulations, laid on Table, 219, and not ordered to be printed.
“AUSTRAL”:—
Opinion of Attorney-General in re the Marine Board, and the Imperial Board of Trade, laid on h
Table, 110.............................................................................................................................’.............
Motion made (Mir. See) for copies of letters and telegrams between the Secretary of State and the
authorities in Sydney respecting inquiry in England into sinking of, 120 : Return to Order,
laid on Table, 156 ............................................. ......................... ................................................ . f
Minute of Marino Board and further opinion of Attorney-General on sinking of, laid on Table, 124 |
Letter from Solicitor Board of Trade to Shipping Master, Sydney, and further opinion of Attorney- [
General laid on Tn ble. 145....................................
]
AUSTRALIAN GAS-LIGHT COMPANY’S BILL:...................................................................
Petition presented (Air. Funis) for leave to bring in 30; leave given and read 1°, 35 , referred to
Select Commitlee, 45; Report, of Coimniltne of Session 1SH1, referred to Committee, 45;
Report, brought up, 110; read 2° committed, ivjairtcd without amendment, and Report
adopted, 134; read 3° and sent to Council, 14L ; returned u if. hoi it. amendment, 174; assent
reported, 235 ......................................................................................................................................

i

285
287
289
291
347
377
379
885
979

2

911

1

287

2

479
19

3
3
3

1
2

21
25
393
909

19

„
3

27

21
25

g

749

INDEX.

IV
EEFBBfiXCHS TO THE VOTES

ASH

TEOCCEDINGS, VOIr. I—SESSION

PAPEEB.

1$8$.

VOI,

PAGE.

B
BAKER, MR. EZEKIEL ALEXANDER
Petition from, pra-yin" the House to rescind the resolution passed on the 8lh NoTCmber, 1881, and
also praying to oc heard by counsel at the Bar of the House, presented and read by Clcrb,
109; leare giren to be beard at the Bor by Counsel, 115 ; Walter Edmunds, Esquire, heard,
18G; motion made (Mr. Fletcher) for rescission of motion of 8th NoTOmbcr, 1881, censuring
Mr. Balter, and debate adjourned, 186; resumed aud adjourned, 237; resumed and ad
journed, 266; resumed and agreed to, 230......................................................................................
1
“BALLINA” STEAMSHIP:—
Motion made (Mr. Roltrtj) for copies of correspondence, &c., relating to the week of, at Port
Macquarie, 101; Return to Order, laid on Table, 163 ..................................................................
3
BANCO BUSINESS EXPEDITING- ACT AMENDMENT BILL (See " EQUITY AND BANCO
BUSINESS EXPEDITING ACT AMENDMENT BILL.”)
BANK LIABILITIES AND ASSETS (See •'FINANCE.")
“BANN" (See "IMMIGRATION.”)
BAR OP THE HOUSE...
"Walter Edmunds, Esquire, heard as counsel in support of the petition of Mr. Ezekiel Alexander
Baker, 186.
BARTON, EDMUND. ESQUIRE
Motion made (Mr. Reid) for election of, as Speaker, anl agreed to, 5; presentation of to
Governor, 7.
BARTON, RUSSELL, ESQUIRE
Election of, for Bourke, declared valid, notwithstanding delay in return of Writ, 13.
BECHET, ALPHONSE:—
...
.
Motion made (Tfr. Coonan) for copies of petitions, papers, Ac., referring to the case of, lately con
victed of Arson, 59 ; Return to Address laid on Table, 107..........................................................
1
Supplementary Return to Address laid on Table, 140...........................................................................
1
BELL, GEORGE:—
'
4
Motion made (Mr. A G Taylor) for copies of papers, depositions, &e., having reference to ease
of, tried at Casino, 251; Return to Address laid on Table, 273 ..................................................
1
BENEFIT AND FRIENDLY SOCIETIES:—
_
__
Motion made (Mr. Tarrant) for return of those not paving sick dues, &e., 273.
BERMAGUI (Sec " YOUNG, MR. LAMONT, AND PARTY.”)
BILLIARD TABLE FOR THE DSE OP MEMBERS:—
Motion made (Mr. A. G. Taylor) against expenditure for, 237.
BILLS:—
Withdrawn, 80, 115, I960, 270.
Laid aside, 108.
Recommitted, 125, 166, 20S, 251, 262.
No Report from Committee of the Whole, 131.
Registers of ..............................................................................................................................................
k
BLACK ROD :—
Usher of, delivers message from Commissioners, 3, 7.
Do
do.
Governor, 14, 281.
BLANDFORD PROPRIETARY SCHOOL BILL: —
Petition presented (Mr. J?«rw^) for leave to bring in. 27; leave given and road 1°, 45 ; referred to
Select Committee, together with report and evidence of Con,milleo on Bill of Session 1882,51;
report brought up, 70; read 215 and committed, 90; further considered in Committee, 116 ;
Order of the Dav postponed, 150, 158, 227, 265 ............................................................................
2
BOARD OF HEALTH:—
Motion made (Mr. Toole) for Return showing attendance of Members of, 278.
BOARD OF TRADE (Sec “AUSTRAL.'’)
BOARDING-OUT CHILDREN (See “ RANDWICK.’’)
BOILERS INSPECTION BILL (See “LAND BOILERS INSPECTION BILL.”)
BOILING-DOWN ESTABLISHMENT AT GLEBE ISLAND (See “GLEBE ISLAND.”)
BORDEAUX WINE EXHIBITION:—
Two Reports on Representation of (ho Colonv at, laid on Table, 199 .................................................
3
BREWARRJNA (See also "EDUCATION ”) :- ‘
Distbict Covets ahd Quarter Sessions job :—
_
Motion made (Mr. Machallie) for copies of corrcspondonoc having reference to the establishment
of, £:c., 102; Return to Order, laid on Tabic, 255 .................................. .....................................
1
BRIDGES :—
North Shore:—
Correspondence laid on Tabic, 27............................................................................. ............................... '
Further correspondence do.
30 .........................................................................................................
Do.
do.
do.
85 .........................................................................................................
Do.
do.
do. 120 ..................................................... ............................ ...................... • 2
Low-Level AT MELVILT.E OR ntLJ.SBOROtlQH FORD :—■
"
Motion made (Mr. Hunts) for copies of Petitions presented to the Minister for Works for erection
of, 15G; Return to Order, laid on Tabic, 184........................................... -....................................
Ftrmost :—
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of lel.ters, minutes, Ac , having reference to the purchase by
the Government of roads and bridges from the Company, 199,
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) in favour of resumption of, by the Government, and the abolition of
toll’, and withdrawn, 200.
Over the Paterson River:—
Motion made (Mr. H. Ml Rrown) for sum for, in lieu of the punt, and withdrawn, 200.
BROWN, MR. EDWARD, FORMERLY CLERK OF PETTY SESSIONS AT AX,BURY :—
Motion made (Mr. Vaughn) for copies of applications and recommendations in favour of, for the
office of Police Magistrate, 45 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 94 ..........................................
1
BUCHANAN, DAVID, ESQUIRE
Named bv Speaker for being guilty of wilfullv disobeying tbe ruling of the Chair, 278.
BUCHANAN, MR, EDWARD HARMAN (See “MORI’S BAY IMPROVEMENT BILL.”)
BUKKULLA (See "THOMPSON, MR.. OF BUKKULLA.")
BURKE AGAINST SPARKS (See "A DM1NISTRALTON OF JUSTICE.”)
BURKE, AIR. PATRICK (Sec “COMMISSION OF THE PKACR-”)

389
37

421
435
477

377

G95

997

533

607
617

621
629
631

595
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BURNS, JOHN FITZGERALD, ESQUIRE
Elected Chairman of Committees for the day only, 90, 94, 96, 242.
BUSINESS
Days, Sessional Order passed, 20.
.
Of the Session, Return of........................ ..........................................................
Undisposed of at the close of the Session ........................... .........................
BUTCHERS SHOPS, CLOSING OF, ON SUNDAYS:—
Petition from butchers and public generally in favour of, presented, 1C3
BY-LAWS :—■
Laid on Taele :—
Public Vehicles Regulation Act of 1873, 15 .................................................
Borough of Parramatta, 15 ...............................................................................
Do.
Victoria (Nuisances Prevention Act), 15 ................................
Do.
East St. Leonards (Nuisances Prevention Act), 15 ..............
Municipal District of Manly, 15 ......................................................................
Do.
MuBwellbroolt, 15 ..........................................................................
Do.
Broughton Creek and Bomadcrry, 15........................................
Free Public Library, ITill End, 15 .................................................. ...............
Borough of Wagga Wugga, 101 ......................................................................
.
Do.
Woollahra, 205 ...............................................................................
BYRNES, PATRICK (See " CROWN LANDS.”)

1
1

289

3

9S1

285

159
133
135
137
139
141
143
145
147

I- 3

c
CAMERON, ANGUS, ESQUIRE
Election of, as Chairman of Committees, 20.
Deputy-Speaker’s Commission, 25.
Takes Chair as Deputy Speaker, 236, 239, 242.
CASEY, MR. MICHAEL (See “ COMMISSION OF THE PEACE.”)
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES:—
Election of Angus Cameron, Esq., 20.
Deputy-Speaker’s Commission, 25.
John Fitzgerald Bums, Esq., for the day only, 90, 94, 96, 242.
Reports Point of Order from Committee of the Whole, 161, 164 C), 175, 179.
Deputy Speaker, 236, 239, 242.

CITY OF SYDNEY IMPROVEMENT BOARD :—
'
Third Annual report, laid on Table, 49 .................................................................................................
CIVIL SERVICE :—
,
Me. Edwabd Brown, poeaikely C.P.S. at Alhuhy :—
Motion made {Mr. Vaughn) for copies of applications and roeommendalions in favour of, for the
office of Police Magistrate, 45 ; Return to order, laid on Table, 94 ..........................................

3

157

1

595

1

507

Appointments made by the Paeees Government:—

Motion made (Mr. McElhone) for return showing particulars of, during the four years they hold
office, 71.
Exemption of Civil Servants from sitting on Juries:—

Motion made (Mr. O’Connor) for copies of correspondence respecting, and also respecting accommo
dation of Jurors in Court-houses, 178 ; Return to order, laid on Tabic, 250...............................
Appointment op Members to :—

Motion made (Afr. McLaughlin) against, until they shall have ceased to hold their scats for sis
months, and negatived, 256.
CLARENCE RIVER WORKS ■—
Minute of Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rirers on, laid on Table, 219 ..................................
3
CLERK OF ASSEMBLY:—
Reads Proclamation opening Parliament, 1.
Announces receipt of Writs of Election, 1.
Informs House of receipts of Commission authorizing Commissioners to administer Oath to *
Members, 4.
Puts question,—That Sir George Wigram Allen do take the Chair of this House as Speaker, and
motion negatived on division, 5.
Puts question,—That Edmund Burton, Esquire, do take the Chair of this House aa Speaker, and
motion agreed to, R.
Reads Speaker’s Commission to administer the Oath, 7.
Reads opinion of Attorney-General ou issue of £20,000 for railways, 12.
Amends discrepancies between names endorsed on writs and names of Members, 15.
Reads address in reply to Governer’s opening Speech, 17.
Reads Deputy Speaker’s Commission to administer the Oath, 25
Authorized to produce Records in a Court of Law, 25, 129, 181.
Reads Petition, 31, 50, 109, 181, 277.
Swears Members of Elections and Qualifications Committee, 35, 41, 45, 50.
Reads resolution giving leave to bring in Bill, ItO.
Reads extracts from newspapers respecting breach of privilege by A. G. Taylor, Esq., 140.
Takes down disorderly words used in Debate, 185, 190.

85

Informs House of indisposition of Speaker, 239.
CLERK OF PETTY SESSIONS, GRAFTON:—
Motion made (Mr. Purees) for copy of tbe letter written by the Police Magistrate, Grafton, to the
Minister of Justice, complaining of tbe conduct of, 145.
CLYNE, MRS., CONDITIONAL PURCHASE OF (See “CROWN LANDS.”)
COCKCROFT, ANNIE AUGUSTA (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.”)
COHEN’S ESTATE BILL :—
Petition presented (Mr. .'Burns') for leave to bring in, 156 ; leave giren, and read l5, 168 ; referred
to Select Committee, 178 ; Report brought up, 189; read 2°, and committed, 201; Order of the
Dav postponed, 251, 265................................................................................................
COHEN, HENRY EMANUEL, ESQUIRE :—
Seat of, aa Member for West Maitland, declared vacant on acceptance of office of Minister of
Justice, 12 ; re-elected and sworn, 13.
COLONIAL WINES:—
Petition from Winegrowers of the Northern District, praying that they may be permitted lo sell’
quantities not less than a quart, presented, ISO .......................................................
|

3

756

^
3

I

995
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COMMISSION
COJtJflSSIONKMS TO ADMINISTEE THE OiTH TO MkMBEBS
Clerk informs House of receipt of, 4.
Steakee’s, to Administer Oath to Members
Receipt of reported, and read by Clerk, 1.

' RoXAL :—
...
Report of, on Friendly Societies, laid on Table, 15.................................................................................
Of the Peace :—
.
Correspondence respecting removal of Messrs. Dalton, Burke, and Casey from, laid on Tabic, 281
COMMISSIONERS:—

193

515

.

Message delivered by Haber of Black Rod from, requesting attendance of Mouse in Council
Chamber to hear tbe Commission for opening Parliament read, 3, 7.
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Divisions in :—
Rabbit Nuisance Bill, 291, 2920, S93('J)> 2") 30i:i(2)’ 303< 304O’ S05^Eating Houses Bill, 296, 297.
_
Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 309{=), 310, 312(2), 313(3), 3140, 315, 3160, 3170, 3180
3190 , 320, 3220, 3230, 324.
Land Boilers Inspection Bill, 310.
Retired Judges Pensions Bill, 325.
~
Public Works Loan Bill, 320.
o
Sydney Corporation Act Amendment BUI (No. 2), 326, 3320.
Licensim' (Act Amendment) Bill of 1883, 327, 3280,3290,3300,331 (•), 3330, 3340,3350,
3360, 3370, 3400, 343, 3440, 345.

San Francisco Mail Service, 341.
COMMITTEES (See also “ SELECT COMMITTEES ”)
Election of Angus Cameron, Esq., as Chairman of, 20.

Sessional order passed, 21.
Standing and Select appointed during the Session..................................................................................

385

COMMON LODaiNG-HOHSES BILL ;—

Motion made {Mr. Cameron) for Committee of the Whole, 50 ; House m Committee and!
resolution agreed to. 62 ; read 1°, 70 ; motion made for 2°, and debate adjourned, 80 ; Order
. of the Day postponed, 115, 150 ; Order of the Day discharged, and Bill withdrawn, 196.
COMPANIES ACT 37 VTC. No. 19:— i
Statement of fees under, and distribution of, laid on Table, 76 ......................................................
CONDITIONAL PURCHASES (See “CROWN LANDS.”)
CONDITIONAL PURCHASES VALIDATION BILL:—
Motion made (Mr. tornell) for leave to bring in, 189; mad 1°, 190 ; read 2°, committed, reported
without amendment, and report adopted, 196 ; road 3°, and scut to Council, 291 ; returned
without amendment., 242 ; assent reported, 267.
CONGREGATIONAL UNION INCORPORATION BILL
Assent to Bill of last Session, reported, 16.
CONSERVATION OF WATER (See “WATER SUPPLY.”)
.
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL:—
Message from Governor, 22 ; Standing Orders suspended, 22; brought in, read 1°, read 2 , com
mitted, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, and sent to Council, 23;
returned without amendment, 81; assent reported, 37........................................................................
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL (No 2) :—

Message from Governor, 85; Standing Orders suspended, 90; brought in, read 1 , 90; road 2 ,
committed, reported wilhout amendment, report adopted, read 3°, and sent to Council, 91 ;
returned without amendment. 94 ; assent reported, 113...............................................................
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FOND BILL (No. 3)
Message from Governor, 156; Standing Orders suspended, 157 ; brought in, read 1°, rcad_2 ,
committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, and sent to Council, 159;
returned without amendment, 164; assent reported, 174..............................................................
CONVICTIONS FOR DRUNKENNESS, Ac.__
Return of in Sydney in 1881 and 1882, laid on Table, 143

.....................................................................

CONTRACTS (SJe “TENDERS.”)
COOK PARK:—
Report of Trustees for 1831 and 1882 laid on Table, 278 ......................................................................

1019

991

993

995
735

1059

COOTAMUNDRA, LAND SOLD AT, BY AUCTION_

Motion made (Mr. Sprimj) for return showing area of, and price realized for each lot., 102.
.COPELAND, HENRY, ESQUIRE:—

‘

Seat of, as a Member for Newtown, declared vacant on acceptance of office of Secretary for Public
Works, 12 ; returned as Member for East Sydney, 27; sworn, 28.
CORPORATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL (See “SYDNEY CORPORATION ACT AMEND
MENT BILL.")
•
'
COUNSEL (Sec "BAR OF THE HOUSE.”)

CREDITORS REMEDIES EXTENSION BILL (See “JUDGMENT CREDITORS REMEDIES
EXTENSION BILL.”)
CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL
Received from Council and read l0, 54; read 2° and committed, 94; further considered in Com
imtlee, 348, 150; Order of the Day postponed, 158; further considered in Committee, and
three point's uf order reported by Chairman, 164 ; further considered in CoimmUee, 169;
further considered in Committee, and point of order reported by Chairman, 17o ; further con
sidered in Committee, and point of order reported by Chairman. 179 ; motion made for
adoption of rrport and point of order raised, 190; disorderly words used by Mr, A. G.
Taylor, 190 ; Report adopted, 190 ; Order of the Day postponed, 196 ; point of order, 201 ;
recommitted, 201 ; again recommitted, 207; reported 2r: with further Amendments, again
recommitted and reported 3°. with further Amendments, 208; Report adopted, 208; read1
3° and returned to Council, 219; Message from Council agreeing to Assembly's Amendment,
237 ; Assent reported, 264.
CROWN LANDS

Religious sun Public Pukfosur:—
Abstract uf, hud on Table, 20, 50, 110, 189, 255 0 , 281 .....................................................................
PBE3EIIYAT10.V OF WlTKK SUPPLY —
Abstract of, laid on Table, 20, 30, 110, 139, 255 ....................................................................................
Situs fok Citijih, Towns, and Villages: —
Abstract of, laid on I able, 20, 50, 110, 253 .............................. ............................................................
Pasi’iiku, and Agmipultfril Associations:-.
Abstract of, laid on Table, 20, 255 ......................................................................................................... J

387-399
401 419
421-427
429, 431
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CROWN LANDS—continued.
Alterations in Lesions of Towns and Villages :—
1
Abstract of, laid on Table, 20, 50, 110......................................................................................................
Messrs. Morris and Ranken^AVoricing of the Land Laws;—
Memorandum in reference to tbe materials collected by Messrs. Morris k Ranken, fortbeir report
on the Working of the Ijand Laws, laid on tbe Table, 20..............................................................
Report of Messrs, Morris and Ranken, laid on Table, 2S0. Plans in Supplementary Vol..............
Motion made (Mr. ITcydon) to add names to those of Messrs. Morris and Ranken on Hoard of
Inquiry, and negatived, 28.
jAstES Rice's Conditional Purchase at Molong;—
Return to Order (Session 1882), laid on Table, M ............................................................................. .
Thomas James Rogers's Conditional Purcrase, at Ttmut;—
Return to Order (Session 1882), laid on Table, 44 ............................................................................
Land Offices at Wakiaida, Bingeea, and Moree :—
■
*
Return to Order (Session 1882), laid on Table, 44..................................................................................
Survey of Land in Counties of Gordon and Ashhurniiam:—
Motion made (J)r. Ross) for return showing particulars of, for tbe last three years, 55 ; Return to
Order, laid on table, 255.....................................................................................................................
Return of particulars of, since 1875, laid on Table, ]4t) .................................................. ...................
Re-njamin Wallace’s Conditional Purchase on Bando Station:—
Return to Order (Session 1832), laid on Table, 70 .................................................................................
Ringbahxing on :—
Motion made (Mr. Day) for return showing names of persons who have obtained permission to
ringbark, and other particulars, 70.
Mrs. Clyne'b Conditional Purchase :—
Motion made (Dr. Ross) for adoption of report of Select Committee of Session 1882, 71.
Alienation of, bt Conditional Purchase
Motion made (Air. A G. Taylor) for discontinuance of, psnding reconstruction of tbe Land Laws,
and debate adjourned, 71; debate resumed, proposed amendment negatived, and original
motion negatived on division, 86.
Sums realised by Land Sales .—
Return showing, during years 1880, 1881, and 1882, laid ou Table, 76 ...... ....................................
Claim of John Smith, and Patrick Byrnes, to Land at Rt.hd’s Station:—
Motion made (Dr. Ross) for copies of documents, correspondence, survovs, &c., having reference
to, 76; Return to Order laid on Table, 163 .......................................*........................................
Claim of Hugh Espie Stephenson —
Motion made (Afr. Coonan) for Select Committee to inquire into, 86; Report brouglit up, 234.....
Robert Valentine Shervey :—
Petition from, in reference to conditional purchase of laud made by him at Capertec, presented, 89
Revenue Received for Land Alienated ;—
'
Return showing, from 1862 to 1882, laid on Table, 90 .........................................................................
COOTAMUNDRA, LAND SOLD AT, BY AUCTION : —
Motion made (Mr. Spring) for Return showing area of, aud price realized for each lot, 102.
Survey of the County of Gordon :—
Petition from Conditional Purehasora in the County of Cordon respecting, presented, 110..............
George Dougherty’s Conditional Purchase :—*
Motion made (Mr. Gould) for copies of applications, papers, Ac., in reference to, made at
Gunnedah, 125 ; Return to Order, laid on table, 242 ..................................................................
Dispute between The Hon. John Smith, M.L.G., and Mb. George Millgate:—
Further correspondence respecting land at Copper Hill, County of Wellington, laid on table, 156...
Land Offices at Xarrabbi, Walgett, and Coonabarabean
Motion made (Mr. Dangar) for return showing business transacted in, for 1881 and 1882.168;
Return to Order, laid on Table, 272................................. . ....................................'.......................
Conditional Salks Branch of the Lands Office :—
Motion made (-Mr. AToTRhone) for copies of reports, Ac., made by Mr. Stephen Freeman on manage
ment of, 163; Return to Order, laid on Table, 184........................................................................
Henry Ford’s Conditional Purchases in the County of Ashburnham :—
Motion made (Dr. Ross) for copies of correspondence, Ac., having reference to, 264; Return to
Order, laid on Table, £78 ..........................................................................................................
CUMBERLAND DISEASE (See - ANTHRAX.”)
■
CUSTOMS:-

433-437
219
71

251
259
263
205
285
287

295
299
323
383
297

381
333
347
353
355
369

flTA TT?;TFf*fl J

For 1882| kid on Tabic, 120..............................................................................................................
Duty on Steakike :—
Notice respecting, laid on Tabic, 140 ..............................................................................................
White Spirits :—
'
Return respecting, imported during 1880, 1881, and 1882, laid on Table, 199 ..........................

DALTON, MR. JAMES (See “COMMISSION OP THE PEACE.”)
DANCING SALOONS : —
Petition from Congregational Union of New South Wales in favourof bringing under the provisions
of the Licensing (Act Amendment) Bill of 1883, presented, 140..............................................
DAWES POINT i—
Motion made (Mr. Merriman) for copies of letters, telegrams, Ac., respecting handing over of, to
the Imperial Naval authorities, 175 ; Return to Address, laid on Table, 196 ; further Return
to Address, laid on Table, 234 ............. ............................................................................................
DEAN, ROBERT (See “ POLICE.’’)
DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOLS (See "EDUCATION.”)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.—
.
John Fitzgerald Burns, Esq., for the dav onlv, 90, 94, 96, 242.
DEPUTY SPEAKER:—
’
’
Reneipt of Commission for, reported by Speaker, 25.
Angus Cameron, Esquire, takes Chair as, 236, 239, 242.
Rulings of, 242 (s).

1
67
69
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DESPATCHES : —
Laid ox Tabib ;—
Torraiiifttion of the Egyptian War, 15...................... ..............................................................................
Amendment of the Merchant Shipping Acts, 35.............................. ................ ............... ......................
Respecting coins struct at Sydney Mint, 70 ................................................... :....................................
Treaty of Friendship between Her Mnjostv and the Prince of Montenegro, OG.....................................
DESTITUTE CHILDREN'S ASYLUM, RANDWICK (See “ASYLUM.”)
DIAMOND DRILLS (See " MTNINO-.”}
D1BBS, GEORGE RICHARD, ESQUIRE
Seat of, ae a Member for St. Leonards, declared vacant ou acceptance of office of Colonial Treasurer,
12 ; re-clccted and sworn, 13.
DINGA DINGA i_
Motion mode (Tfr. Spring) for copies of correspondence respecting tbe cancellation of, as a place
for taking the poll for the Electorate of Young, 55 ; Return to Order laid on Table, 70..........
Supplementary Return to Order, laid on Table, 96 ..............................................................................
Correspondence respecting reappointment of, as a Polling-place, laid on Table, 128 ........................
DISEASES IN SHEEP ACTS AMENDMENT ACT OF 1882
Regulations, laid on Table, 41 '......................................................................................... .......................
DISEASES IN SHEEP ACTS AMENDMENT BILL
Assent reported to Bdl of last Session, 15.
DISORDER ;—
Words taken down by the Clerk, 185, 190.
DISTRICT COURT JUDGES AND CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF INSOLVENT ESTATES
SALARIES BILL
Message from Governor, 107; Motion made (Mr, Cohen) for Committee of the Whole, 110 ;
House in Committee, and resolution agreed to, 135 ; read 1°, 146; read 2°, committed,
reported with an amendment, and report adopted, 151 ; read 3°, and sent to Council, 159;
returned without amendment, 207 ; assent reported, 235...... ........................................................
DISTRICT COURTS
Thespass Actions is :—
Petition from Free Selectors, Farmers, and others, complaining of frequency of, presented, and
read by Clerk, 31.................................................................................................................................
And Quarter Sessions, Brewahhiita:—
Motion made (Mr, Machattie) for copies of correspondence huving reference to the establishment
of, &c., 102; Return to Order laid on Table, 255................................................... .......................
DIVISIONS :—
No Tellers for, 18, 28, 51, 86, 158
262.
Adjournment of Debate, 02, 72, 179, 237, 257.
'
Previous question, 236.
Proposed Election of Sir George Wigram Allen as Speaker, 5.
St. James’s Church of England Sekcol, 42.
Fees for Elementary Education, 51.
Limitation of Actions for Trespass Bill, 62, 80.
Alienation of Crown Lands by Conditional Purchase, 72, 86.
Eating-houses Bill, 96.
‘
Sydney Corporation Act Amendment Bill, 102.
,
Breach of Privilege—A. G. Taylor, Esquire, 141.
Judges Salaries and Pensions Bill, 151.
Special adjournment, 167.
Sydney Corporation Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), 158,257.
Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 179.
German Immigration, 199.
Main and Minor Roads, 200.
Retired Judges Pensions Bill, 221.
Proposed Addivss io Her Majesty the Queen, 236.
Mr. Ezekiel Alexander Baker, 237, 257, 280.
Tenders for Materials required by the Government, 256.
Licensing (Act Amendment) Bill of 1883, 261 (z), 203 (■).
Free Railway Passes to School Children, 278, 279.
Weekly Reports of, Nos 1 to 11 .............................................................................................................
Attendances of Members in .....................................................................................................................
In Committee op the Whole:—
’
Rabbit Nuisance Bill, 291, 2920, 2930, 299, 3000, 303, 3010, 3050.
Eating Houses Bill, 296, 297.
Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 3090, 310, 3120, 3130, 3110, 315, 3160, 3170, 3180,
3190, 320, 3220, 3230, 324.
^
Land Boilers Inspection Bill, 310.
Retired Judges Pensions Bill, 325.
Public Works Loan Bill, 326,
Sydney Corporation Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), 326, 3320.
Licensing (Act Amendment) Hilt of 1883, 327, 3280, 3290, 3300,3310,3330, 3340, 3350,
3360, 3370, 3100, 313, 3440, 345.
San Francisco Mail Service, 341.
In Supply
1
General Estimates tor 1883:—
Executive Council, 295.
.
Volunteer Force, 296.
Public Instruction, 301,
Chairman leave Chair, ko., 301.
Training Ship “ Wolverene,” 306.
Supplementary Estimate foii.1S82 and Previous Years;—
Governor’s Country Residence, 306.
H.M S. '< Wolverene,” 306.
Surplus Revenue Estimate, 18S3:—
Immigration, 307, 308.
Improving and clearing the Murrumbidgee River, 308.
Improvements at Glebe Island Abattoir, 309.
Residence of His Excellency the Governor, 324.
Loan Estimate, 1883:—
.
"
North Shore Junction with Southern aud Northern Junction Railway, 325 0
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.
Petition from inlmbitants of Coorttnbong, privinj tlint, thev m.Tf be relieved from the operation of.
prosenlefi, BO ...................................................................................... ...............................................
POUGrUERTY, GEOR&E (Sec “CROWS LANDS.’’)
DOWNE. MR. GSEORG1D (Sec “TRAMWAYS.”)
DRAFTSMEN, TEMPORARY (See “SURVEY DEPARTMENT.")
DREDGES:—
_
_
Statement showing working hours on, laid on Table, 50 .....................................................................
Report of Engiucrr-m-Chicf for Harbours and Rivers on dredging operations, laid on Table, 2G0...
DRUNKENNESS (See “CONVICTIONS FOR DRUNKENNESS, Ac.")
"DUCHESS OF ARGYLL” (See "IMMIGRATION.”)
DUTY ON STEAR1NE (See “ STEARINE, DUTY ON.”)

377

87
89

E
EARNSHAW’S ESTATE BILL:_
Petition presented fSir Wigravi Alien) for leave to bring In, 124 ; leave given and read
129:
reft-rred to Select Committee, 133; Report brought up, 150; read 2°, committed, repoited
without amendment, and report adopted, 178; read S’ and sent to Council, 185....................
EATING-HOUSES BILL:—
_
Motion made {Mr. Trk-kitt') for leave to bring in, 62 ; read 1°, 62 ; rend 2°, committed, reported
with amendments and Report adopted, 96 ; Order of the Daj- discharged and Bill withdrawn,
1)0.
Petition from keepers of Eating-houses, in favour of the punishment of persons obtaining food
and refreshment and refusing to pay for the same, presented, 50 ..............................................
ECCLESIASTICAL PROCEDURE BILL :—
_
Received from Council and read 1°, 234'; read 2°, committed, reported with an amendment, and
report adopted, 245; read 3° and returned to Council, £50; amendment agreed to, 256;
assent reported, 267.
EDMUNDS, WALTER, ESQUIRE —
Heard us Counsel at Bar of the House in support of petition of Mr. Ezekiel Alexander Bator, 180.
EDUCATION —

761

979

Provisional Schools

Additionnl Regulation laid on Table, 15

.................................................................. ..........................."I

683

Land Resumed-toe PrErosis or:—
685-693

Notifications of, laid on Tabic, 15, 163, 22G, 273 .............................. ..............................................
Peosecutioks

poe

Non-Attendance

at

School :—
675

Return respecting, laid on Table, 41 ..................................................................................................
Regulations

under

Public iNSTnucTiow Act :—
677, 681

Laid on Table, 54, 209 (^........................................................................................................... ..........
St. James's Ceetipied Denominational School :—

Correspondence respecting proposed opening of Public School on premises formerly' known ns, laid
on Table, 30..................................................................................................................................
St. James’s Cnuitcn or England School:—

633

■

Motion made (J/r. dfueionaa) in favour of establishment of Public School in place of, and
negatived, 42,
Histoby

in

Public Schools :—

_

Motion made {Mr. Jhichanan) in favour of leaching, ond withdrawn, 41.
Fees

toe

Elementary Education:—

.

Motion made (Mr. Tceee) in favour of discontinuance of payment of; amendment moved, and no
Tellers for’the Ayes on division, 51.
Examination

op

School Teachers

Return to Order (Session 1882), luid on Table, 145..................................... ........................................
Bkewarmna Public School:—

641

_

Correspondence relating to applieaiion for weather-shed forj laid ou Tabic, 250 ..............................
Conveniences

por

Religious Instruction

671

Public Sohool Buildings •.—

in

Motion made {Mr. Roofs) for copies of reports, &e., relating to, 278.
Free Railway Passes

to

School Children :—

Motion made {Mr. McLaughlin) in favour of, 278 ; Mr. Buchanan named by Speaker for being
guilty of contempt in wilfully disobeying tbe ruling of the Chair, 278; proposed amendment
negatived, 278 ; motion negatived, 279.
EGYPTIAN WAR, THE
Despatch on termination of, luid on Table, 15 ......................... ....................................................... .
ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE:—
Speaker’s Warront, appointing, laid on Table, 14; Maturity reported, 35 ; Members sworn, 35
41, 45, 50. .
. ELECTORAL (Sec also “ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE"):—
Whits

op

1023

Election :—

Speaker reports issue and return of, 13.
Clerk announces receipt of List of Members, together with writs of the new Parliament, 1.
Electorate

of

■

Wentworth :—

Speaker reported receipt of Writ for, mid certificate declaring election of Edward Quin, Esquire
valid, 9.
.
Electorate

op

Bourke:—

1

i

Speaker reported receipt of Writ for, and certificate declaring election of Russell Barton, Esquire
and Richard Randolph Machattie, Esquire, valid, 13.
1
Discrepancies

between

Names

endorsed on

Writs

Names

and

op

Members :—

Reported, 14 ; amended by Clerk, 15,
Newtown:—

FJection of Joseph Mitchell, Esquire, 13.
East Sydney :—

_

Resignation of John McElhone, Esquire, lie having also been oleeted as a Member for The Upper
Hunter, 14.
Election of the Hon. Henry Copeland, Esquire, 27.
Electorate

ot

Wrst Sydney :—

■

_

Petition from Electors of West Sydney respecting late election, presented and rend by Clerk, £0,
115—B
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KLECTOKAL—continued.
I
Electorate op Young—Dinga Dinga
.
.
I
Motion made (Sfr. Spring) for copies o£ corrcspondcnco respecting the nancclSatkm of, as a place
for taking thy poll for the electorate of Young, 55 ; Keturn to Order, laid on Table, 70...........|
Supplementary Beturn to Order, laid on Table, 96 ......................... . ...............................................
Correspondence respecting re-appointment of, ns a polling-place, hid on Table, 12S ......................
Working of the Electoral Act :—
Motion made (Mr. Targett) for Select Committee to consider ond report upon, and -with
drawn, 63.
Yumbeu or Elkotohs and Voters at the G-bnebal Election, 1SS2
Return of, laid on Table, 70.....................................................................................................................
Ellctohatk op Mudgee :—
Resignation of Adolphus Ceorgc Taylor, Esquire, 91; rc-elccted, 131; sworn, 140.
Electorate op The Epter Hunter;—
Resignation of John McElhone, Esquire, 91; re-elected, 137 ; sworn, 142.
Electorate or Ttsiut—G-rahamstd'wn :—
Motion made (ilfr. O'Mara) for copies of petition, correspondence, &c., respecting cancellation of
G ml jamstown as n poHing-phee for, 260; Return to Order, hid on Table, 269 .....................
ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT BILL; —
Motion made (Mr. K. B. Smiih) for leave to bring in, 22; read 1°, 02 ; Order of the Day post
poned 96, 115, 150 ; Order of the Dav discharged and Bill withdrawn, 196.
ELECTORAL ACT, AMENDMENT OF — '
Motion made {Mr. Catneron) in favour of Bill for the prevention of personation and the registra
tion of voters, 158; proposed amendment negatived, and motion negatived, 158.
ELECTRIC LIGHT
In the Assesihly Chamber:—
Motion made [Mr. Trickeit) in favour of, and withdrawn, 102.
At Ebdpbrn Railway Station :—
.
Motion made {Mr. Sydney Smith) for Return showing particulars of cost of, Ac., 272.
EMPLOYERS LIABILITY BILL ■
Assent to Bill of last Session reported, 16.
EQUITY AND BANCO BUSINESS EXPEDITING ACT AMENDMENT BILL:—
Motion made {Mr McLaughlin) for leave to bring in and read 1°, 178; read 2°, committedreported with amendments, aud report adopted, 186; road 3° and sent to Council, 189.
ESTIMATES (Sec “FINANCE.”)
“EUTERPE” (See “IMMIGRATION.”)
EXECUTION OF PROCESS OF ’THE SUPREME COURT BILL (Sec “SUPREME COURT
PROCESS FACILITATION BILL.”)
EXECUTIVE COUNCILLORS (FUNCTIONS SUBSTITUTION) ACT: —
Opinion of Attorney-General in re, hid on Table, 191..........................................................................
EXHIBITS:—Railway plans laid on Table ns, 184.
EXPLANATORY ABSTRACTS
Of sums estimated and voted ............................. ................ ..................................................................

F
PARNELL, JAMES SQUIRE. ESQUIRE: —
Seat of, as a Member fur New England declared vacant on acceptance of office of Secret:ny for
Lands, 12; ro-electcd and sworn, 13.
FEES FOR ELEMENTARY EDUCATION (See “EDUCATION.”)
PEES UNDER THE COMPANIES ACT 37 VIC. NO. 19:—
_
Stateinent and distribution of, laid on Table, 76 ................................................................................... A
FERRIES STEAM (See “RAILWAYS.”)
FINANCE

1019

SurBLIRS TOIt THE NeW AOMIKISTRATIOS' : —

Correspondence read by Sir Patrick Jennings, 9.

<

Application op Balances :—
959-963

Copy of minute authorizing, laid on Table by Speaker, 14,,77, 1QG..........................................................
Public Accounts :—

965

Report of Board of Audit, laid on Table, 15 .................................................................................................
Supply :—

House to resolve itself into Committee, 16.
Sessional Order passed, 21.
House in Committee, 22, 55, 90, 91,94, 97, 107, 111, 116, 125, 129, 131, 146,169, 196, 208.
Resolutions reported, 22, 55, 90. 159, 20S.
Resolutions agreed to, 23, 55, 90.159, 213.
Order of the Day discharged, 265.
Ways and Means :—

.

-

House to resolve itself into Committee, 16.
Sessional Order passed, 21.
House in Committee, 23, 55. (Financial Statement) 76. 78, 90, 91, 159, 213.
Resolutions reported, 23, 90, 91, 159, 213.
Resolutions agreed to, 23. 90, 91, 169, 213.
Estimates of, for 1883, laid on Table, 55.........................................................................................................
Eiplanatory (Statement of Public Accounts as embodied in, for 1883, laid on Table, 55...................
Order of tbe Day discharged, 265.
ESTIilATBS POE 1883, AND SUPPLEMENTABY ESTIMATES FOE 1882 AND PBEV10U3 YEAItS
Message No. It, transmitting, laid on Table, 50 ........................................................................................
Estimates for 1883, and Surplus Revenue Estimate, laid on Table, 50 ..................................................
Do
Supplementary for 1882, and previous years, do., 50 .............................................................

Additional Estimates poe 1883 :—

"I

865
949

1
|
I
I

60S
607, 745
749
769

I |

Message No £t, transmit tin?, luid on Tab!:'. 186 ........................................................................................i !

Additional IVtmintiv. In- 1883, and additional Surplus Rereune Estimate, hud on Tabic. ISO ...
Loan Ewriu itb pm: IHS3 : -

|
A

815
817, 855

Mcdwigo No 25, f r.niMniUing. laid on Table, 186 ...................................................................................................... . |

859

Loan Eitimute for 1883, lari on Table, 1^6

861

.................................................

.............................

..

;J
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F
FINANCE (conlimce/T) :—
Tili: Fli'ANCfAL STATETtrEfTT :—
Mot-ion mndc (Jl/r. Eurnii) for Keturn sbowing cost of tclegvnpliing, lo England, 195 ; Return to
order, laid on Table, 280 ................. ............................................................................................ ^
GonsRSMJisi Swij'gs Bask :—
'
Statement of Accounts for 1882, luid on Table, 174 ..............................................................................
Thust Mossra Dhl'osit Accousis :—
From 1st April, 1882, lo 31»t March, 1883, laid on Table, 21-5 ........................................................
Treasure As Advance Account

971
973
975

1

Motion made (Afr. Levien) for return shomng particulars of sums paid out of, between 1879 and . ■,
1832, 50 ; Keturn to order, laid on Table, and not ordered to be printed, 163.
Public Accounts :—

Explanatory Statement of, as embodied in Ways and Means, laid on Table, 55..................................

949

Bank Liabilities and Assets :—

For quarter ended Slat December, 1882, laid on Table, 70..................................................................

977

Explanatory Abstracts—

Of stuns Kslimatcd and Voted ..................................................................
.............................
FIRE BRIGADES BILL:—
'
Motion made (Mr, Slnarf) for Commit(co of the Whole, 45 ; Message from Governor, 50 ; House
in Committee and resolution agreed to, 56 ; read 1°, 66 ; read 2° and committed, 97 ; Order of
the Dav postponed, 159 ; discharged, and bill withdrawn, 270 ..................................................
FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL: —
Motion made (Afr. Stuart) for leave lo bring in, 150 ; rend 1°, 157 ; read, 2°, committed, reported
with amendments, and report adopted, 265; read 3°, and sent to Council, 269 ; returned with'
amendments, 279; amendments agreed to, 280: assented to in Legislative Council Chamber. 282
FISHERIES ACT OF 1881 (Sec aLo "WORKING OF THE FISHERIES ACT OF 1881.”) :—
Amended regulations, laid on Table, 15 ..................................................................................................
FORD, HENRY, CONDITIONAL PURCHASE OF (See “ CROWN LANDS.")
FORMAL BUSINESS:—
Sessional Order passed, 21.
FOWLER, MR. JOHN, C.E. :—
Motion made {Mr, Murray) for particulars of commission paid to, and paid to other engineers, 76
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES:—
r
r
B

979

1021

3

829

3

145

2

701

3

155

3

193

Hill End : —

By-laws laid on Table, 15 .........................................................................................................................
Sydney :—

Report for 1882, laid on Table, 163..........................................................................................................
Under the Municipalities Act :—

Return of, laid on Table, 269 ........................................................................................
, ,
FRIDAYS:Precedence of Government business on, 94.
FRIENDLY AND BENEFIT SOCIETIES
Motion made (Mr. Tarrant) for return of those not paying siefc dues, &o., 273.
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES:—
Report of Royal Commission, laid on Table, 15......................................................................................

GAOLS^
Prison Labour, Mudgle :—
Motion made (Mr. A. O. Taylor) for return showing particulars of articles made by, daring the 1
last five years, 62; Return to Order laid on Table, 140...................................................................

Warder Lees, Coonamble Gaol:—
Motion made (Mr, A. G-. Taylor) for copies of letters, reports, papers, Ac., connected with the
inquiry into a charge of brutality against, 178 ; Return to Address, laid on Table, 277 .......

Prisoners Conpinid

in

833
843

;—

Motion made (A/v. Hutchinson) for return showing number of, and labor done by, 195 ; Return to
Order laid on Table, 260 .............. ............................................................................................................
Motion made (Mr. A. G-. Taylor) for return showing names of prisoners who have served more
than fifteen years continuous imprisonment, 227; Return to Address, laid on Table, 255 ...
Return of prisoners under sentence for cattle-stealing, &c„ laid on Table, 260.................................
J
GARDNER, JAMES
Petition from respecting alleged damage to Wentworth Wharf by the Government dredge,
presented, 110.........................................................................
. .
, ,
GENERAL BUSINESS:—
.........................
Sessional Order passed, 21, 94.
GLASSWORKS AT CAMPERDOWN :—
Copy of Petition from Residents and Property-holders, Australia-street, Kingston Ward, respecting
smoko nuisance arising from, laid on Table, 128............................................................
..........
GLEBE ISLAND:—
Motion made (Mr. Hutchinson) for copies of papers connected with the complaint of the Borougl
Council of Balmain on the subject of the boiling-down establishment at, 55.
,
Motion made (Mr. Hutchinson) for return showing names of lessees of Slaughter-houses for 1882
and 1883, 65; Return to Order, laid on Table, 128 .......................................................................
Correspondence respecting tallow-melting establishment at, laid on Table, 70 .................................
Return of revenue derived from during 1882, laid on Table, 128 ......................................................
GORDON AND ASHBURNHAM (Sec "CROWN LANDS”; also “RUNS”; also “ROADS.”)
J
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS :—
Sessional Order passed, 20, 94.
Precedence of, on Fridavs, 94.
GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK (Sec "SAVINGS BANK.”)
GOVERNMENT TENDERS :—
Motion made (Mr. Sydney Smith) in favour of calling for in the Colony ns well as elsewhere, for
materials required by, 256.

847
851
853
1029

1013

969
971
967
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G
G-OYBBNOB:.
Proclamation of, for opening Parliament, read by Clerk, I.
Messages from, on opening and closing Session, It, 281,
Presentation of Speaker lo, 7.
Delivers Opening Speech, Ifl; Address in reply, 17 ; Eeply to address in reply, 19.
Delivere Prorogation Speech, 282.
GRAFTON (See “CLERK OF PETTY SESSIONS, GRAFTON.")
GRAHAMSTOWN_
Motion made {Mr. O’Afarn) for copy of petition, correspondence, &c., respecting cancellulion of,
ft Polling-place for Tnmut, 260 j Return to Order, laid on Table, 209 ......................................
GUARANTEES LAW AMENDMENT BILL:—
Assent to Bill of last Session reported, 16.
OULGONG AND TEMORA, APPRAISEMENT OF TOWN LOTS AT
Motion made (Afr. Spring) for copies of papers in connection with, 102.
«GUNGA”:—
Return to Address {Session 1882) laid on Table, 35....................................... .................................................

1

403

2

991

H
HARBOURS AND RIVER NAVIGATION
Minute of Enginoer-in-Chicf for, on Clarence River Works, laid on Table, 219 ..............................
HARBOURS AND RIVERS
,
Motion made (Dr. Ross) for return shewing amount expended cn, up to the present period, 219.
HARNETT AND STUART, MESSRS. (See “ST. LEONARDS.”)
HELEY’S ESTATE BILL:—
_
Petition presented (Mr. Purees) for leave to bring in, 110; leave given ftnd read 1°, 115 ; referred
to Select Committee, 12'!'; report brought up, 150; read, 25, committed, reported without
amendment, and report adopted, 178; road 3° and scut to Council, 185; returned wtthonl
amendment, 210 ; assent reported, 268 ........................................................................................
HILLSBOROUGH FORD (See “BRIDGES.’')
HISTORY IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS (See “ EDUCATION.”)
HOMEBUSH AND WARATAH RAILWAY (See “ RAILWAYS.’’)
HOSPITALS: -

85

767

CONSTBUOTION AND MANAGEMENT, AND SiNlTAKY SCUJECIS :—
915

Papers, laid on Table, 15 .........................................................................................................................
Sydney:—
_
^
Report of Committee of enquiry inta management of, laid on Table, 264......................................
HOWE ISLAND (Sec “LORD HOWE ISLAND.")
HUGHES, JOSHUA (See “LAND IN MACQUARTE-STREET, PARRAMATTA.”)
HUNTER RIVER WATER SUPPLY (See “ WATER SUPPLY.”)
HYDE PARK
Report of Trustees for 1881 and 18S2, laid on Table, 278.....................................................................

017

1059

I
IMMIGRATION:.
,
.
„ ,
.
Further Return to Address (Session 1876-7) ships “ Bonn” and “ Peterborough, ’ hud on Table, 15
Do.
(
do.
) ship “ Northampton,” laid on Table, 70 ..............
Do.
(
do,
) ship “ Duchess of Argyle," laid on Table, 101.....
Do.
(
do.
) ship " Euterpe,” laid on Table, 115 .......................
Do.
(
do.
) ship “Roslin Castle,” laid on fable, 163 ..............
Do.
(
do.
) ship “ Nerbudda,” laid On Table, 250 ...................
Petition from Chairman of Public Meeting, Sydney, in favour of striking out of Hie Estimates tin
sum proposed to be voted for, presented, 107.........................................................................................
Do.
Coal-miners Mutual Protective Association, in favour of striking out of tin
Estimates the sum proposed to bo voted for, presented, 129......................................... ....................
Do.
Public Meeting, Sydney'
do.
do. 140.............................................................
Do.
Public Meeting at Circular Quay
do. 145..............................................................
Motion made (Mr. HoUermann) in favour of part of vote for, being set aside for the introdnctioi
of German immigrants, mid negatived, 199.
Correspondence respecting introduction of Maltese immigrants, laid on Table, 234............................
Report of Medical Adviser to .the Government on mortality on ships, laid on Table. 255 ..............
INDEMNITY BILL (See “ UNAUTHORIZED EXPENDITURE (1883), INDEMNITY RILL.")
INDEX, REAL PROPERTY: —
Return of cost of remodelling, laid on Table, 199 ..................... ................ .................................................
INDEXES, GENERAL, TO THE LETTERS OF REGISTRATION OF INVENTIONS

Laid on Table, 156....................................................................................................................................
INSCRIBED STOCK BILL:—
,
_
Standing Orders suspended, House in Committee, resolution agreed to, and Bill read 1°, 31; Message
from Governor, 33 ; read 2°, committed, reported with an Amendment, ond Report adopted.
35 ; read 3° and sent to Council, 45 ; returned with Amendments, 107 ; Bill laid aside, 108..
INSCRIBED STOCK BILL (No. 2)
Leave given lo bring in, on resolution of 24th January, 110 ; road 2°, commilted, reported without
Amendment, and Report adopted, 115; read S^’and sent to Council, 120 ; returned withoul
Amendment, 125 ; Assent reported, 13L
INSOLVENCY (See “SEMPILL, THE LATE ‘ROBERT HAMILTON”; also “OFFICIAL
ASSIGNEES IN INSOLVENCY.”)
INSOLVENCY (See "DISTRICT COURT JUDGES AND CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF INSOL
VENT ESTATES SALARIES BILL.”)
INTERRUPTION
28,142.

101.7
1051
1057
1061
1063
1069

2

1031
1083
1085
1087
1075
1079

3

1011

4

1

1
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INVENTIONS, LETTERS OP BEOTSTRATION OF (Sco also "PROVISIONAL REG-I9TRA-I
TION OF INVENTIONS BILL”)
^
'
Return ((’n part) to Order {Session ltS2), laid on Table, 215..............................................................
For 1881, laid on Table, 277 ....................................................................................................................
General Index to Patents, laid on Table, 156..................................... . ................................................
IRELAND (See "ADDRESS.”)

tft-

I

J
JENNINGS, SIR PATRICK ALFRED, K.O.M.G.
Informs House ol the formation of tbe Stuart Administration, 0.
Reads correspondence reapeding proposal made b)‘tbe outgoing Administration lo obtain oertuin
Supplies, 9.
JUDGES, DISTRICT COURT (Sec DISTRICT COURT JUDGES AND CHIEF COHMISSIONER OF INSOLVENT ESTATES SALARIES RILL”)
.FUDGES PENSIONS RILL (Sec “RETIRED JUDGES PENSIONS RILL.”)
JUDGES SALARIES AND PENSIONS RILL:—
Motion made (Hr. Cohen) for Committee of tbe Whole, 102; Message from Gorcrncr, 107;
House in Committee, and Resolutions agreed to, 135 ; read 1D, DC ; motion made fur 2°, and
Point of Order raised as to Rill being in accordance with the Order of Leave, 131 ; read 2°.
committed, Point of Order raised in Committee, reported with an Amendment, and
Rrport adopted, 151 ; read 3° and sent to Council, 159 ; returned without Amendment, 207 ,
Assent reported, 235 ........................................................................................................................
JUDGMENT CREDITORS REMEDIES EXTENSION RILL
Motion made (Mr. Letn'en) for leave to bring in, 102; read 1°, 145; Order of the D.iy postponed, 19G.
JURORS (Sec “CIVIL SERVICE”)

K
KIAMA TRAMWAY BILL:—
Petition presented (Mr. Tarraa/) for leave to bring in, 14-; leave given anl read l0, 22 ; referred
to Select Committee, 27 ; Report brought nn, 97 ; read 2°, committed, reported with in
Amendment, and report adop'ed, 134; read 3° and sent to Council, 111 ; returned without
Amendment, 17 J ; Assent repioricd, 235..........................................................................................

L
LAKE MACQUARIE_
_
Notification of land resumed for improvements to harbour, laid on Table, 2S1 ................................
LAND BOILERS INSPECTION BILL_
,
Motion made {Mr. Dihb.s) for Committee of the Whole, 76 ; House in Committee and resolution

3

agreed to, 81; Message from Governor, 85; read 1°, 90; road 2°, and committed, 110;
further considered in Committee, reported with Amendments, and Re|x>rf adopted, 150 ■
recommitted and reported, 2° with further Amendments, and report adopted, 166; read 3“

and sent to Council, 163..................... ...............................................................................................
LAND IN MACQUARIE-STREET, PARRAMATTA

®

Return to Order (Nwrioij 1882), laid ou Table, 35.....................................................................................................

3

LAND LAWS, WORKING OF (Sec "CROWN LANDS.")
LAND OFFICES AT NARRABRT, Ac. (See “ CROWN LANDS.”)
LAND OFFICES AT WARIALDA, BINGERA, AND MOREE (Sco “CROWN LANDS.”)
LAND RESUMED (Sco "RESUMPTION OF LAND.”)
LAND SALES (“See “CROWN LANDS.”)
LANDS OFFICE (See “CROWrN LANDS.”)
.
LEARY o. PAGE_
Depositions and Correspondence in case of, laid on Table, 277..............................................................
LEES, WARDER
...
Motion made (Mr. A. G. Taylor) for copies of letters, reports, papers, Ac., connected with inquiry
into charge of brutality against, at Coonnmble Gaol. 178 ; Return to Address laid on Table, 277
LEICHHARDT, DR. LUDWIG (Sco “SCHMALFUSS, MRS,”)

1
2

LETTER CARRIERS (Sec " POSTAL.”)
LIBRARIES (See “FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES.’)
LIBRARY COMMITTEE
Sessional Order passed, 21.

LICENSING ACT OF 1882_
Return showing tbe number of charges and convictions under 57th section of, laid on Table, 194 ..
LICENSING (ACT AMENDMENT) BILL OF 1883:—
_
Motion made (Mr. Cohen) for Committee of tbe Whole, 1)5 ; House in Committee, and resolution
agreed to, 129; read 1°, 142 ; motion made for 2“ and debate adjourned, 191; read 2° ami
committed; 208; further considered in Committee, ami Deputy-Chairman reports point of
order, 242^) j further considered in Committee, 2-15, 251 ; reported with Amendments, 231;
point of order on adoption of Report, 260; recommitted, reported 2° with further Amend
ments and report adopted, 2G0 ; read a” and sent to Council, 261; returned with Amendments,
273; Amendments agreed to, disagreed to, and amended, 274; Menage to Council, 276;
Message from Council not insisting, and agreeing to Amendments, 279; assented to in Legis
lative Council Chamber, 282.

2
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LICENSING (ACT AMENDMENT) BILL OF 1833 (continvecf) —
Petition from Manly praying that the Act may be amended in rogardlo the n-or<3 ''traveller
presotted, *10.................................... . ................................................................................................
Do.
Congregational Union of New South Wales respecting hours of closing of jmblichonscs, and iond _/Me travellers, do., 93 .................................................................................
Do.
hfarket Cnrdoncrs and dealers in favour of opening hotels bcl ween 4 and d in the
morning, clo , 101..................................................................................................................................
Do.
Sydney and Suburbs in favour of, do,, 119 .............................................................................
Do.
The “ Scotch Thistle” Templars, resp'otiug selling lir[Nor to children under twelve
.
years of age, do., 133 ...................................................................................................................
Do.
“Sunbeam” T-mplars, do., do., 133
................................................................................................
Congregational Union of New South Wales in favour of bringing dancing esdoon?
Do.
under the safeguards of, do.. HO'................................................................................................
Do.
Carcoar mid District in favour of the Amendments proposed by the Trade Defenw
Assoriation. do., 145 ..........................................................................................................................
Do.
New South Wales and Queensland Conference of the Methodist Church in fnvoui
of local option and extension of distance to travellers, do , 150...................................
Do.
'Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, in favour of extension of distance to
travellers, and against the employment of barmaids, do., 15fi ............................
' Do.
New South Wales Branch of Church of England Temperance Society, in favour of
closing daring the whole of Sunday, do., 1G3 .....................................................................
Sous of Temperance of Australasia, in favour of extension of distance to travellers,
Do.
do., 166
.............................................
........................................
....................... ...................
Do.
Prince Alfred Division of Sons of’Temperance, Parramatta, against the Bill, do., ICS...
Evening Star Lodfe, No. 18, Parramatta, do., 1G8 ..............................................................
Do.
Do.
West Maitland nod Morpeth, in favour of the Bill, do , 168..............................................
Do.
Gotilbuni, against closing alter eleieii, and in favour of extension of distance to
travellers, do., HiS ..........................................................................................................................
Do.
Public Meeting in the Mariners Reading Boom, against the Bill, and against packet
licenses on coasting steamers, do, 168 ......................................................................................
Licensed Victuallers, Parramatta, m favour of Act of 1882, do , and read by Clerk,
Do.

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do,
Do.

184..
Newcastle, approving of the amendments suggested by tho Trades Defence Asso
ciation, do., 189 .........................................................................................................
Bathurst,
do
do.
do.,
189 ...............
Coopernook and Mitchell’s Island, in favour of extension of distance to travellers,
do., 189 ....................................................................................................................
Pain bid a,
do.
do.
do.,
1S9 ..............
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, against the emplovment of barmaids,
do., 189.,........... ......................................................................)................................
Grand Lodge of New South Wales Order of Templars, in favour of local option,
Ac., do., 189................................................................!.................................... . ......
Pynnont, in favour of extension of distance to travellers, presented,
193
Port Macquarie,
do.
do.
do.,
194
Bathurst,
do.
do.
do.,
191
■ Balmain,
do.
do.
do.,
194
Dontliqtun,
do.
do.
do.,
194
Molong,
do.
do.
194
do.,
Mudgec,
do.
do.
do.,
194
Barrington,
do.
do.
do.,
194
Clarence Biver,
do.
do.
do.,
194
John H. Goodlet, Chairman of Public Meeting, against employment of barmaids.
do., 194........................................................................................................................
New South Wales Local Option League, do., 194........................................................
do.
in favour of local option, do , 194 ..........
Thomas A. Gordon, on behalf of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
Wesleyan Methodist Church, in favour of extension of distance to travellers , do., 196
Balrannld,
do.
do.
do, 196
Yas3>
do.
do.
do., 200
Greta,
do.
do.
do., 200
Parkcs,
do
do.
do., 200
Tin gha,
do.
do.
do., 206
Glen I tines,
do.
do.
do., 206
Frogmore,
do.
do.
do., 200
The Hunter,
do.
do.
do., 206
Bohvarra,
do.
do.
do., 206
Forster,
do.
do.
do., 206
Sydney,
do.
do.
do., 206
Miller’s Point and Sydney,
do.
do.
do., 206
Newcastle,
do.
do.
do., 206
Do.,
do.
do
do, 206
Manning Biver,
do.
do.
do., 206
Morava,
do.
do.
do., 206
Meriinbulft,
do.
do.
do, 206
Muumng River,
do.
do.
do, 207
Mount Vinrent,
do.
do.
do., 207
'Wnliomba Hirer,
do.
do.
do, 207
Garni Creek,
do.
do.
do., 207
Ciidal,
do.
do.
do., 207
Orange,
■
do.
do.
do., 20“
Broughton Creek,
do.
do.
do., 207
Xbura,
do.
do.
do., 207
Newtown,
do.
do.
do., 207
Spring Hill,
do.
do.
do, 207
Quean bcyflJi,
do.
do.
do., 207
Do.,
do.
do.
do., 207
Carcoar,
do.
do.
do., 207

739
741
743
745
747
747
809
751
749
757
755
753
759
759
7G1

7G3
765
767
769
7 69
771
771
773
775
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787
771
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xtpiision of dUiniH'c fo travellers, presonf til.
rio.
do.
do.,
do..
do.
do.
do.
do.,
Sf'Hng Grove,
do
do.
do..
Orange,
do.
do.
do.
do.,
Mount Mocqunrie,
Benerce, in favour of local option,presented, 20?
Nambuccra River, do , 207 ....................................
Few Souih WhIpa Loeul OptionLeague, do , 207
Lisiuorc, do., 207 ...................................................
Glen Inncs, against employmentof barmaids, do., 207
Binvney,
do.
do., £07
Few South Wales Local OptionLeague, do. do., 20?
Benerce,
do. do, 207

1'ctilion from Teiitorfictd, in fnvonr u£
Bo.
Five Doik,
])o.
UnniEton,
Do.

o p c

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

207.
207
207
207
20?
207.

Congregfitaonal Church, Bourke-street,
do do,207 .
LUmor?,
do. do.. 207 ..
219...
Do.
Numbucera River, in favour of extension of distance to travellers, do..
do.
do j
219...
Do.
Ci'oli.
do.
do.
do.,
219...
Garni wobbity,
do.
Do.
Woodford Islaud,
do.
do.
do,
219 .
Do.
Chalswortb,
do.
219...
Do.
do.
do.,
rTamboroo,
do.
do.
do..
219...
Do.
do.
do.
do,
219...
Do.
O-omngoug,
do.
do.
do.,
226 .
Do.
Gladstone, &C-,
do.
Sludger,
do.,
226 ..
Do.
do.
do.
do.
do.,
226...
Do.
Vtcbon,
226...
do.
do,
Do.
Temora,
do.
Dn.
do.
do.
do,
226 ..
Milton,
do
do.,
do.
Do.
'I’hc Paterson,
226 .
do.
do.
do.,
226 ..
Do.
Windsor,
Stroud,
do.
do.,
226.
Do.
du.
do.
do.
do.,
226...
Do.
South Sydney,
dn.
do.,
Do.
IJcga,
do.
226..
226 ..
do.
do.
do.j
Do.
Bivgo,
do.
no.
do.
do.,
- ?2C...
Goonamble,
do.
do.
do.)
226 ..
Do.
St- 1 conurds
George Collins, from members of Local Option League, in favour of local option,
Do.
do., 2110.....................................................................................................................
Do.
Young, against employment of barmaids, do., 22G
.....................................
Do.
George Collins, from members of Local Option Longue, against employment of
"
barmaids, do., 22G ..................................................................................................
a
Do.
West Sydney, in favour of extension of distanee to travellers, do , 234 ...............
"
Do.
Hill End,
do.
do.
do, 23i .............
Do.
Brgn,
do.
do.
do., 234 ...............
Du.
Members of Cbnreb of England, against certain aineinhucnls, do., 234 ...............
Do.
Cobar, in favour of closing public-houses on Sundays,
do , 234 .................
Do.
Disl net of The Clarence, in favour of extension of distance to travellers, do., 2 H .
Do.
O’Counell District,
do.
do,
do, 241...
Do,
Manly
do.
do.
do., 2-11 ...
Do.
How South Wales Local Option League, against employment of barmaids, do., 24L ...
Do.
E.iymond Terrace,
do.
do., 2J1 ...
Do.
Wardrll, in favour of extension of distance to travellers, presen'ed, £50 ..................
Do.
Broadwater,
do.
do.
do., 250 ...................
Do,
New South Wales Local Option League, in favour of extension of system of local
option, do , 250 .................................................. ..................................................
Do.
Woslevan Methodist Church, in favour of extension of distance to travellers, do., 260
LIMITATION OF ACTIONS FOR TRESPASS BILL:—
■
Motion made (3Ir. Heydori) for leave to bring in, and road i°, 41; motion made for 2°, and debate
adjourned, 62 ; 2* negatived, 80 ; Order of the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 80.
LIQUORS, SAMPLES OF SPIRITUOUS
Report of Government. Analyst on, laid on Tahir, 41 ......................... ................................................ j
IX)AN BILL (See “PUBLIC WORES LOAN BILL.”)
LOAN ESTIMATE (See “FINANCE.”)
LOCAL OPTION (See "PUBLICANS LICENSES.”)
LODGING-HOUSES BILL (See " COMMON LODGING-HOUSES BILL.”)
LORD HOWE ISLAND:—
Report of visiUng Magistrate on, laid on Table, 15 .........................................................................
Petition from inhabitants in favour of reconsideration of case of Captain Armstrong, R.N.,
presented, 54.............. ......................................................................................................... ...........
Motion made (Mr. d/ecien) for Select Committeo to inquire into removal of Captain Armstrong,
R N., as Commissioner and Magistrate, 80; eorrespondenee referred to Committee, 145
report brought up, 260 ..................................................................................................................
LUNACY:—
Report of Master for 18S1, laid on Table, 15 ...................................................................................

JVI
MACTIATTIE, RICHARD RANDOLPH, ESQUIRE:—
.
Election of, as a Member f.'r Bourfce, declared valid, uoi.withxtanding delay m eel urn of Writ, 13.
MAGISTRATES, ORANGE: '
' ^
Motion made (.hr, Abigail} in respect to, who eigne'! the sediliou? an 1 disloyal addiv & to Mr.
Redmond on hi- arrival at Oiungc, 230.
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M
MAGISTEATE, POLICE, EYLSTO^E
_
Motion mode (Dfr. A. (?. Taylor) for copies of correspondence in connection with applications for
appointment, of, 227 ; Ecturn to Order, laid on Table, 2G0............. ..........................................................
MAIL SUBSIDY (See '■ POSTAL.”)
MALOOA (See " ABOEIGUfES.'’)
MALTESE IMMIGRATION (See “ IMMIGRATION.”)
MANLY PIKE t—
.
.
„
Motion made {Mr Hugh Taylor) for copies of correspondence with reference to lease of, of :
Return to Order, laid on Table, 140; further return, laid on Table, 255...........................................
MASTER IN LUNACY
Report for 1881, laid on Table, 15 ..................................................................................................................................
McELHONE, JOHN, ESQUIRE :—
_
Resignation of, as a Member for East Sv.lnoT, ho having also been elected for The Upper Ilimter,
14 ; Election of Henry Copeland, Esquire, 27 ; Resignation of, as a Member for The Upper
Hunter, 01; re-electeci, 137 ; sworn, 142,
Disorderly words used in debate by, and taken down by Clerk, 185.
MEETING OK THE HOUSE : ‘
Sessional Order passed, 22.
MELVILLE. FORD (Sec "BRIDGES.”)
MEMBERS:—
Sworn, 4, 13, 25. 28, 29, 43, 47, 140, 142.
Discrepancies in names of, on Writs reported, and amended by Clerk, 14.
Return of attendances of. in divisions and eounts-out ......................................
MERCHANT SHIPPING ACTS
^

Despatch respecting amendment of, laid on Table, 33
MERE WETHER, £. 0., ESQUIRE (Sec " REDHEAD COAL-MINE RAILWAY BILL”)
MESSAGES —

521

09,81
045

2S7
129

Enon Commissioners :—
Eor attendance of House in Council Chamber, 3, 7.

Transmission of between tiie Two Houses :—

■

Sessional Order passed, 21.

Eeoh the Qoveknob : —
Summoning Assembly to Counril, 14, 281.
,
No. 1. Assenting to Wharfage and Tonnage Rates Act Amendment BJ1 (last Session), 15.
15.
do.
2.
Do,
Mining Act Amendment Bill
do.
15.
3.
Do.
Diseases in Sheep Acts Amendment Bill
do.
16.
4.
Do.
Employers Liability Bill
do.
16.
5.
Do.
Guarantees Law Amendment Bill
do.
16.
0.
Do.
Congregational Union Incorporation Bill
7. Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 22................................................
8. Inscribed Stock Bill, 33 ......................................................................
9. Rabbit Nui'ancc Bill, 33......................................................................
10. Assenting to Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 37.
11. Transmitting Estimates for 1883 and Supplementary Estimates for 18S2 and previous years
60 ...........................................................................................................................................................
12. Fire Brigades Bill, 50 ............................................................. -..............................................................
13. Land Boilers Inspection Bill, 85 ....................................................................................................... .
14. Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 2), 85 ...................................................................................
15. Judges Salaries and Pensions Bill, 107 ........................................................................................... .
1G. District Court Judges and Chief Commissioner of Insolvent Estates Salaries Bill, 107,....,,.
17. Assenting to Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 2), 113.
18.
Do.
Inscribed Stock Bill (No. 2), 134.
19.
Do.
Unauthorised Expenditure (18S3) IndemnityBill, 134.
20. Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 3), 15G ...............................................................................
21. Retired Judges Pensions Bill, 1G8........................................................................................................
22. Assenting to Consohdaled Revenue Fund Bill (No. 3), 174.
23.
Do.
Rotton's Estate Bill. 174,
24 Additional Estimate for 1883, 186........................................................................................................
25. Loan Estimate for 1883, 186..............................................................................................................
2G. Assenting to Rabbit Nuisance Bill, 235.
27.
Do,
Judges Salaries and Pension? Bill, 235.
28.
Do.
District Court Judges and Chief Commissioner of IiiEoivcnt Estates Salaries
Bill, 235.
29.
Do.
Albury Gas Company’s Bill, 235.
30.
Do.
Australian Gas-light Company's Bill, 235.
31.
Do.
Kinma Tramway Bill, 235.
32.
Do.
Redhead Coal-mine Railway Bill, 235.
33. San Francisco Mail Service, 245 ............................................................
34. Assenting to Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 264.
35.
Do.
Bclircd Judges Pensions Bill, 207.
3G.
Do.
Conditional Purchases Validation Bill, 2G7.
37.
Do.
Sydney Corporation Act Amendment Bill (No. 3), 267,
38.
Do.
Ecclesiastical Proe,ednre Bill, 267.
39.
Do.
Heley’s Estate Bill, 268.
40.
Do.
Wollongong Gas-light Company’s Bill, 277.

From Assembly to Council :—
Transmitting Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 23.
Do.
Inscribed Stock Bill, 45.
Dor
Unauthorized Expenditure (1883) Indemnity Bill, 63.
Do.
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 2), 91.
Do.
Rotton’s Estate Bill, 120.
Do.
Inscribed Stock Bill (No. 2). 120.
Do.
Rabbit Nuisance Bill, 129.
Do.
Kinma Tramway Bill, 141.
Do.
Australian Gaslight Company's Bill, 141.
Do.
Albury Gas Company’s Bill, 142.
Do.
Redhead Coal-mine Railway Bill, 157.
Do.
Judges Salaries and Pensions Bill, 159. .
Dp,
pistrict Oourl Judges and Chief Commissioner of lusolvontEetntcs Salaries Bill, 159.
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MESSAGES (contimted) :—

From Assembly to Council (continued):—
Trunsmittiug Consolidated KeTemic Fund Bill (No. 3), 160.
Do.'
Land Boilers Inspection Bill, 1GS.
Do.
Earnsliatr’s Estate Bill,18&.
Do.
Helcj’a Esfeito Bill, 185.
Do.
Equity and Banco Business Expediting Act, Amendment Bill, 180.
Do.
Conditional Purchases Validation Bill, 201.
Do.
Sydney Corporation Act Amendment Bill (No. 3), 226.
Do.
Retired Judges Pensions Bill, 226.
Do.
Appropriation Bill, 227.
Do.
Public Worts Loan Bill, 23d.
Do.
Sydney Corporation Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), 258.
,
Do.
Licensing (Act Amendment.) Bill of 1883, 261.
■
Do.
Wollongong Gaslight Company’s Bill, 204.
Do.
Fisheries Act Amendment Bill, 269.
Agreeing to amendments in Bolton’s Estate Bill, 158.
Agreeing, disogreeing, and amending amendment in the Babbit Nuisance Bill, 184.
Agreeing to, disagreeing to, and amending Council’s amendments in the Licensing (Act Amend
ment) Bill of 1883, 276.
Agreeing to amendments in the Fisheries Act Amendment Bill, 280.
Returning Criminal Law Amendment Bill with amendments, 219.
Do. Ecclesiastical Procedure Bill, with an amendment, 250.

From Council to Assembly :—
Transmitting Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 54.
Do.
Ecclesiastical Procedure Bill, 234.
Returning Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, without amendment, 31.
Do.
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No, 2), without amendment, 94.
Do.
Inscribed Stock Bill, with amendments, 107.
Do.
Unauthorized Expenditure (1833) Indemnity Bill, withont amendment, 125.
Do.
Inscribed Stock Bill (No. 2), without amendment, 125.
Do.
Rotton's Estate Bill, with amendments, 148.
Do.
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 3), without amendment, 164.
Do.
Kiama Tramway Bill, without amendment, 174.
Do.
Australian Gaslight Company’s Bid, without amendment, 174.
Do.
Babbit Nuisance Bill, with amendments, 174.
Do,
Albury Gas Company's Hill, without amendment, 185,
Do.
Bedhead Coal-mine Railway Bill, without amendment, 185.
Do.
Judges Salaries and Pensions Bill, without amendment, 207,
Do.
District Court Judges and Chief Commissioner of Insolvent Estates Salaries Bill
without amendment, 207.
Do.
Heley’s Estate Bill, without amendment, 219.
Do.
Conditional Purchases Validation Bill, without amendment, 242.
Do.
Appropriation Bill, without amendment, 255.
Do.
Public Works Loan Bill, without amendment, 255.
Do.
Retired Judges Pensions Bill, without amendment, 256.
Do.
Sydney Corporation Act Amendment Bill (No. 3), without amendment, 256.
,
Do.
Wollongong Gaslight Company's Bill, without amendment, 273.
Do.
Licensing (Act Amendment) Bill of 1833, with amendments, 273.
Do.
Fisheries Act Amendment Bill, wilh amendments, 270.
Not insisting upon its amendments, and agreeing to Assembly’s amendment upon Council’s
amendment in the Rabbit Nuisance Bill, 190.
Agreeing to amendments in Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 237.
Agreeing to amendment in Ecclesiaslical Procedure Bill, 256.
Not insisting, and agreeing to, amendments in lha Licensing (Act Amendment) Bill of 1833, 2/9.
MIDNIGHT
Sittings after, 86, 91, 94, 97, 107, 111, 125, 129, 140, 160, 194/201, 203, 227, 237, 212, 251, 257,
261, 274, 280.
'
MILLGATE, MR. GEORGE (See “CROWN LANDS.")

MINING:—
Diamond Drills :—
Conditions for use of, belonging to the Government, laid on Table, 133 ........................................
Motion made (Afr. Suehanan] for Rotum showing particulars of employment of, 133; Return to
Order, laid on Table, 207 .....................................................................................................................
Reservation op Minerals and Metals :—
Motion made (Mr. Copeland) in favour of, and payment of royalty, and withdrawn, £55.
MINING ACT AMENDMENT BILL:—
Assent reported to Bill of last Session, 15.
*
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT ;—
5, 8,153,167.
MINT, SYDNEY :—
Despatch respecting coins struck at, laid on Table, 70 .................................................................. .
MITCHELL, JOSEPH, ESQUIRE :—
Election of, as Member for Newtown, in room of Henry Copeland, Esquire, 13, sworn, 13.
MODEL FARMS AND AGRICULTURE (See “SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE AND MODEL
FARMS.”)

439
441

1017

MONTENEGRO :~
Despatch respecting Treaty with Prince of, and Her Maiestv, laid on Table, 96.................................
MORRIS AND RANKER (See " CROWN LANDS.”)
' '
MORT’S BAY IMPROVEMENT BILL :—
Petition presented (Mr. Cameron) for leave to bring in, 119; leave given, and read 1°, 124;
referred to Select Committee, 130 ; Report brought up, 195 ; Order of the Dav postponed,
227,238,257 ........................................................................................................................ ........................
Petition from Mr. Edward Barman Buchanan, praying to be heard by Counsel before Iho Com
mittee in opposition to the Bill, presented, 145 ....................................................................................
Petition from residents, Ac., of Balmain, against the Rill, and praying to be heard by Counsel at
the Bar of the House, presented, 23 4 .....................................................................................
,
MOSSMAN’S BAY PUBLIC WHARF AND ROAD :— ■
i
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of papers, plans, Ac., having reference to applications of
residents for, 141.

440—C
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M
MUDG-EE (See “ GAOLS,” also " POSTAL.”)
MUNICIPALITIES
Eevksui: op :—
Motion made (Mr. tfumphery} for Return slioiving particulars of, from 7th February, 1882, to
6tli February, 1883, 70.

Pkospeot AND Sheuwood :—

*

Copy of Petition from, respecting audit of accounts of, laid on Table, 78.......... ...................................

Powers op Municipal Councils

■

Petition from Mayors and Aldermen of certain municipalities respecting, presented, 194
Fbeii Liebaeies Established undue :—
Return of, laid on Table, 269 ........................................................................................................
MURPHT^ STEPHEN: Petition from, respecting bis expulsion from an Oddfellows Lodge, presented, 219..........
MURKUMEURIUn-BLAYNEY RAILWAY'' (See "RAILWAYS.”)
MUSEUM :—
Report for 1882, laid on Table, 278..............................
MUSGROYE, SENIOR SERGEANT (Sec " POLICE. ’’)

151

1

153

3
155
1027

2

709

3

987

K
NAMOI (Seo " ROADS.”) ’
" NERBUDDA” (Sec “IMMIGRATION.”)
NEWINGTON ESTATE, PARRAMATTA RIVER:—
Motion made (Air. Sutherland) for copies of all papers having reference to resumption of land at
28; Return to Order, laid on Table, 78.................................................................................................
NO QUORUM:—
'
In House, after commencement of business, 121.
"NORTHAMPTON” (See “ IMMIGRATION.”)
NORTH SHORE (“See BRIDGES
also “WATER FRONTAGE RESERVATIONS.")
NO TELLERS
On Division, 18, 28, 51, 80, 158 (*), 202,
NOTIFICATIONS OF RESUMPTION OF LAND (See “ RESUMPTION OF LAND.”)
NUISANCES PREVENTION ACT (See “BY-LAWS.”)

0
OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES IN INSOLVENCY:—
Motion made (Mr. Griffiths) in fnvonr of inquiry into working of the Insolvency Acts, and the
management of assigned estates, and withdrawn, 157.
OPENING OF PARLIAMENT (Sec “ PARLIAMENT.”)
OPENING SPEECH (See “ GOVERNOR.”)
OPINION OF ATTORNEY-GENERAL :—
On issue of £20,000 on account of Railways, laid on Table, 12 ...............................................................
•
In reference to tbe sinking of the “ Austral,” laid on Table, 110, 124, 145...........................................
In re “Executive Councillors (Functions Substitution) Act,” laid on Table, 194 ...........................
In reference to boarding-out children from the Raudwick Asylum, laid on Table, 219....................
ORANGE MAGISTRATES :—
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) in respect to, wbo signed the disloyal and seditious address to Mr.
Redmond, on )iis arrival at Orange, 236.
ORDERS AND ADDRESSES :—
Registers of ..................................................................
ORDERS OF THE DAY..............................................................
Discharged, 80, 115, 196 ('), 265 (=), 270
ORDNANCE LANDS TRANSFER BILL :—
'
Presented and read Iff pro jorma, 16.
ORPHANAGES, PARRAMATTA
Return respecting Protestant, and Roman Cuthohe, laid on Table, 174..................................................

2
2

1

479
19-25
393
909

1

379

2

913

3

P
PACIFIC MAIL SERVICE (Sec “POSTAL.”)
PARKES GOVERNMENT (See “APPOINTMENTS MADE BY THE PAROS GOVERNMENT-”
also “ WORES OF ART PURCHASED BY THE PAR1CES GOVERNMENT.”)
PARLIAMENT1
Proclomatron opening, read by Clerk, 1.
Motion made (Mr. A. G. Tat/lor) against expenditure for billiard-table for use of Members, 237.
Motion made (Mr. McLaughlin) against appointment of Members of, to the Civil Service, and
negatived, 256.
PARRAMATTA ;—
Lakd in JIacquabib-stbbbt claimed ur Joshua Hughes :—

Return to Order (8ejjiore 1882), laid on Table, 35................
PATENTS:—
.......................................
General Indexes to, laid on Table, 156.............................................................................................................
Return (injmrt) to Order, Session 1832, laid on Table, 215................
For 1881, laid on Table, 277..............................
.............................
PATERSON RIVER (See “ BRIDGES.”)
.................................................................................
" PETERBOROUGH” (See “ IMMIGRATION.’)
PETITIONS—
Sessional Order passed, 22.
Weekly Abstracts of, Nos. 1 to 15 ................
PHILLIP PARK —
....................................................................................
Report of Trustees for 1881 and 1882, laid on Table, 278
.,
PHOTOGRAPHS OF SYDNEY:—
.........................................
Motion made (Mr. JloUermann) in favour of sum for distributingia Europe, with the view of
drawing attention to the Colony, and withdrawn, 200.

161

1
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P
PINE SCRUBS:—
Motion made (Mr. Cramie) for copy of the report or, ordered to he prepared by the late Hmieter
for Lands, 178; Return to Order, laid on Table, 189 ........................................................................
POINTS OF ORDER:—
151 (J), 164, (»), 175,179,190, 201, 242 (*), 260.
POLICE:—
Senior-Sergeants :—
Return respecting, in the Metropolitan District, laid on Table, 41 ................... .......................................
Report of Department for 1882:—
Laid on Table, 41 ................................................................................................................................................
Thomas Scodlin:—
Petition from, lato Sergeant, complaining of his dismissal from the Eorce, presented, 107 ................ - 2
Motion made (Mr. Trirkett) for copies of letters, reports, &e., connected with the removal of from,
157 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 226.............................................................................................
Robert Dean :—
Motion made (Mr. Teece) for copies of correspondence, minutes, &c., having reference to removal
of, from Wollongong, 133; Return to Order, laid on Table, 140 .................................... .............
Senior Sergeant Musgrovr
Motion made (Mr, Enlh/er) for copies of correspondence, &e., relating to claim of for promotion,
141; Return to Order, laid on Table, 148 .................................................. .......................................
Magistrate, Ryi.stone :—
Motion made (Mr, A. 0-. Taylor) for copies of correspondence in connection with applications for
1
appointment of, 227; Return to Order, laid on Tabic, 260 ....................... .......................................
PORTERS (See “ RAILWAYS.’’)
POSTAL:—
Communication with London :—
Motion made (Mr. Yornig) for Ecturn showing time taken by the Pacific Mail Company, the
P. and O. Company, and the Orient Company in delivering mails between Sydney and London,
80; Return to Order laid on Table, 120.................................................................................................
Lrttfr-CArriers :—
Petition from Sydney, respecting their salaries, presented, 119 ...............................................................
Post and Telegraph Offices, Mudgee :—
Motion made (Mr. A. Q. Taylor) for particulars of accommodation for the public at, 156; Return
to Order laid on Tabic, 184 ......................................................................................................................
Subsidies for Conveyance of Mails :—
- 3
Motion made (Mr. Toting) for discontinuance of, and debate adjourned, 200 ; Order of the Day
discharged, 265.
San Francisco Mail Service :—
Motion made (Mr. Wright) for Committee of the Whole, and Message from Governor, 245
House in Committee and Resolutions agreed to, 265 ..........................................................................
General Post Office :—
Notification of land resumed for, laid on Table, 281.................................... .............................................. .
PREVIOUS QUESTION•
236.
PRISONERS IN GAOLS (Sec “ GAOLS.")
PRISON LABOUR IN MUDGEE GAOL (See ■' GAOLS.”)
PRIVILEGE:—
Works of Art purchased by the Parxes Government :—
Motion made (Mr. McTlhonc) that tbe word “Brummagem" had been improperly omitted by
Mr. Speaker from his notice of motion respecting, and negatived, 71.
A. G. Tatloe, Esquire :—
Expressions used by, at Mudgee, and reported in certain papers, read by Clerk, 140; Apology made
bv Mr. Taylor, 141.
PROCLAMATION:—
For opening of Parliament, read by Clerk, 1.
PRODUCTION OF RECORDS IN A COURT OF LAW
Bv tbe Clerk, 25,129,181.
PROSPECT k SHERWOOD (See “MUNICIPALITIES.")
PROTESTANT AND ROMAN CATHOLIC ORPHANAGES, PARRAMATTA
Return respecting, laid on Table, 174 ..............................................................................................................
PROVISIONAL REGISTRATION OF INVENTIONS BILL;—
Motion made (Mr, Wisdom) for leave to bring in, 101.
PROVISIONAL SCHOOLS (See “EDUCATION.”)
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS (See also “ FINANCE”) :—
Report of Board of Audit, laid on Table, 15 .............................................................................................
1
PUBLIC LIBRARY (Sec “FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY.”)
PUBLIC SCHOOLS (See "EDUCATION.")
■
PUBLIC VEHICLES REGULATION ACT (See “BY-LAWS.”)
PUBLIC WORES LOAN BILL
Brought in and read 1° 219 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted,
227 ; read 3°, and sent to Council, 234; returned without amendment, 255 ; assented to in
Legislative Council Chamber, 282.
PUBLICANS LICENSES—LOCAL OPTION :—
Motion made (Mr. William Clarke) m favour of, and withdrawn, 142.
PYRMONT BRIDGE_
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of lett ers, minutes, Ac., having reference to the purchase
by tbe Government of roada and bridges from the Company, 199.
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) in favour of resumption of, by the Government, and the abolition of
tolls, and withdrawn, 200.
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1
13
11

15
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QUARANTINE (See also “SMALL-POX”):—

Stkamshtp “Gunga” —
Return to Address (flr-tsion 1882) laid on Table, 35..............................

2

991

2

077

Station at North Head :—

Report of Health Officer on state of, laid on Table, 255 .....................
QUARTER SESSIONS AT BREW A if RINA (See “ BKEWAR RINA.”)
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QUESTIONS

Bridges

A, A. Company’s Land :—Railway through, 30.
Abattoirs
Glebe Island, 224.
Administration of Justice

Doe v, Boyle and others, 54,
Queensland system of issuing Commissions of the Peace,
114.
Equity business, Supreme Court, 114.
E. Russell Daunt, 119.
Absence of the Primary Judge, 147.
Prisoner M 'Gowan, 155.
Revision of Commission of the Peace, 101.
Mr. Robert Stewart M‘Dougal, 168. •
Leary in Page, 215.
Alphonse Bechet, 272.
Adulteration of Food and Drink ;—Rill to regulate, 48.
Advertisements
Government, in newspapers, 39.
AoentS:—Conditional Purchases taken up by, 172.
Agricultural Schools:—Establishment of, 118.
Agricultural Societies :—Vote in aid of, 58.
Agricultural Society:—Port Macquarie, 244.
An Cooky ;—Conditional purchase of, 223.
Albury :—

Telegraph Office, 27, 254.
Water Supply, 106.

Parramatta River, 19, 74.
Pyrmont, 20, 40, 165, 218.
North Shore, 30, 259.
Wollondilly, 35.
Iron Cove, 38, 66.
Cooma, 39, 128.
Gongolgon, 40.
Tolls, Glohc Island, 48.
North Shore and Manly, 53.
High-level, Petersham, 59.
At Luskintyrc, 79.
Forbes, 100.
,
Delcaatc River, 131.
Mandagcry, 144.
Buckley’s Crossing, 154.
Over Grog Greg River, 165.
Over the Namoi, 203.
Over the Murray, at Howlong, 217,
Over Mcrrygocn and Salabalar Creeks, 223.
Clarke’s Creek, 224.
At Morpeth and Hinton, 230.
Borings for Railway, 232.
Manilla, 233, 264.

Alienation of Crown Lands (See Crown Lands.”)
American Duty on Wool:—Redaction of, 101.
Anderson, George ;—Land at Middle Harbour occupied

by, 80.
Anthrax:—Prevention of, 225.
Armidale :—

Redbruik Gully, 264.
Harris Park, Parramatta, 275.
Bridgewater;—Public School, 218.
Brown, George Frederick :—Money of, alleged to be in
the Suspense Account, 217, 248.
Buckley’s Crossing :—Bridge, 154.
Bungay :—Public School, 225.
Burial Ground
Pilliga, 100.
Byrnes, John
Conditional Purchase of, 74.

School buildings, 183.
Station buildings, 114.
Art Gallery :—Erection of, 37.

Artillery :—
Examination of Officers, 275.
Promotion of Officers, 276.

Calf Lymph :—Supply of, 139.
Camden;—Tramway Terminus, 2L5.
Campbelltovn :—Water Supply, 40.
Campkudown.—Park, 118.

Asuhurnham :—

Cantkrisury

Water reserve in county of, 75.
Land surveyed for sale, in county of, 114.
Asylums

•

Infirm and Destitute, Parramatta, 44.
Lunatic, Parramatta, 44. .
Orphan Schools, Parramatta, 99, 100, 117, 137.
Band wick, 138(“), 203.
Boarding-out system, Randwick, 162.
Attorney-General:—Opinion of, in reference to Crimi
nal Law Amendment Bill, 205.
Auction Sales (See “Crown Lands.”)
Auditor-General :—Sanction of, to Expenditure, 89. ■
“Austral”:—Raising of, 127.
Baker, George:—Conditional purchase of, 223.
Barton, Henry :—Conditional purchases of, 206,
Barwjn River:—Snagging of, 233.
Baths:—
Parramatta, 29.

■

Hunter's Hill, 271.
Gaol, 87.
Cost of Railway to, 101.
Water Supply, 149.
High School, 245,
Burr, 248.

Bar, 138.
.
Cassilis_:—Railway to, 102,
Cattle-stealing
Prisoners under sentence for, 191.
Cemetery :—

'

Botany, 09.
Parramatta, 74, 144, 183.
'
Mudgeo, 216.
Central Rouge Court;—Erection of new building, 173.
Cheeseman’s Creek :—Travelling Stock Reserve, 48.
Chickin', Misb:—Matron, “Roslin Castle,” 233.
Chief Commissioner of Insolvent Estates ;—Salary
of, 84.
„ .
Chief Inspector;—Under Fisheries Commission, 139,
Church and School Lands ;—

Church

of

England ;—

Land for, Narrabri, 100.
Walgett, 272.
Cirooit Court
Forbes, 48.

Bechet, Alphonse
Case of, 272.
Beckett’s Creek :—Dam, 143.
Benevolent Asylum
Children apprenticed from, 138.
Burmaoui Mystery:—Papers regarding, 114.
Berridale:—Public School, 154.
Berth ma Coal Company's Railivay :—Alleged purchase

of, by Government, 09.
Billabong
Gold-field reserve, 132.
Billiard Table :—For use of Members, 231.
Black heath :—Railway Station, 229.
Blauktown:—Station buildings, 168.
Blayney :—Railway to Young, 61, 106.
Boarding-out System :—

Operation of, S8.
At Randwick Asylum, 162.
Boats :—Carried by steamers, 249.

Cikciilak Quay:—Wharfage, 153, 239.
Civil Service :—

Bill to regulate, 54.
Mr. A. B. Crew, 58.
Promotion in the Lands Office, 70, 77, 216.
Clerks in the Customs Department, 78, 79, 89, 101,
155, 20S(s),
Clerks in the Lands Office, 162, 216.
Examination of Cundklatcs for, 182.
Clarence River
Dredge, 147.

Punts, 149, 102.
Pilot Boat, 178.
Clarendon;—Public School, 247Clark’s Cheek :—
Bridge, 224.

■

Provisional School, 243.
.
Clarkson’s Crossing :—Public School, 93.
Clerks ok Petty Sessions:—
Glebe Island, 34,

Access to Sewer Specifications, 67, 69.
Tramway, 144, 192.

‘

Borah Creek :—Road to Quirindi, 264.
Bordeaux Wine Exhirition :—Report and prizes, &c,,

48, 199.
Botanical Gardens :—Pay of Workmen, 67.
Botany :—Cemetery, 69.
Bowral :—Railway tickets issued for, 77Brennan, Robert:—Assistance to widow and family of,

187.
Brewakeina

Cartwright, Mr Nathaniel;—Admission of, to the

Resumption of, by Government, 95.
Mining on, 161.

Bathurst :—

Boggy Creek
Tank, 153.
Boilers :—Inspection of, 38.
Boiling-down Establishment
Bondi

Tolls, 89.

Catertf.f, :—
Court of Petty Sessions, 1S7, 243.
Day train to, 205.

Public School, 106.

Molting, 193.
Classification of, 247.
Clock:—Post Office, Forbes, 193.
Clyne, Mrs. :—Case of, 218.
Coal :—Working of, under Reserves, 83.
Cobar :—Public School, 57.

Collarenf.bri
Telegraph Office, 85.
Colliers Survey of, 139.
Cou.VKK, Mr. :—Agreement of, with Mr. Jervaulx, 162.
Colonial Ariti micr's Department ;—Draftsmen in, 124.
Colonial Secretary's Office,
Luncheons at, 67.
Commission to Engineers :—Return regarding, 259.
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Dancing Saloons:—Legislation for, 181.

Darling hurst Gaol :—

Commission of the Peace:—
Queensland system of issuing, IK.
Revision of, 1G1.

Common :—
Poiningalarna, .100.
Gulgong, 104, 244.
Forbes, 195.
Narrabri, 224.

'

Common Lodging-houses :—Bill to regulate, 4S,
Compan i es Act :—Payment of fees under, 73.
Compensation to Messrs. Coodlet :—Payment of, 75.
Conditional Purchases (See “Crown Lands.”)
Contracts :—Deposits on, 204, 205.
Convictions
For drunkenness, &e., 143.

Coon ee :—Tramway, S9.
Cooma :—

Bridge, 39, 128.
Railway, 49.
CoopernooK:—Police protection, 225.
CooTAMUNHKA :—

Hours of work im 192.
Dismissal of Warder, 243.
Daunt, E. Russell:—Bail of, 119.
Dawes Point :—Occupation of, by the Imperial Govern
ment, 119.
Deepwater Run :—Forest Reserve, 68.
Delegate River
Bridge, 131.
Deniliquin :—Court-house, 259.
Deniliquin Road :—Travelling Stock Route, 138.

Diamond Drills :—
For Vegetable Creek, 75.
Particulars of, 131.
Dinga Dinga ;—Polling-place, 95.

Draftsmen

Cohowa :—Railway tn, 47, 208.
Country Towns :—Water and Sewerage Act, 248.
Court-house :—

Dredges :—

Parramatta, 20.
Kcwtown, 57.
Cudal, 150.

Deniliquin, 259.
Court of Petty Sessions :—
Wind ey or, 181.
Capertee, 187, 248.
Cowcatchers :—On Tramway Motors, 2G, 09, 229.
Cowper Wharf:—Revenue from, .192.

Cowra :—Police buildings, 132.
Crew, Mr. A. B, :—Promotion of, in the Lands Depart
ment, 58.
Criminal Law Amendment Bill :—Opinion of AttorneyGeneral, 205.

Crown Lands :—
Suspension of Auction Sales, 20, 191.

Suspension of Alienation of, 27.
Suspension of Sales of, 35.

Mr. John Byrnes’s Conditional Purchase, 74.
Revenue from Laud Sales, 75, 87.
Mr, Hungerford's Conditional Purchases, 77.
Survey of land for Auction Sale, 93.
Land surveyed for sale in counties of Gordon and Ashburnham, 114.
Conditional Sales Branch, Lands Department, 132,
Dispute between Hon. John Smith, and Mr. George
Millgate, 144.
Conditional Purchases taken up by Agents, 172.
Report of Messrs. Morris and ftanken, 173.
Hall’s Conditional Purchase at Narrabri, 182.
Conditional Purchases since suspension of auction sales,
J91.
Emma.M'Dougall’s ConditionaljPurehascs atUrana, 193.
Henry Barton’s Conditional Purchases at Mudgce, 205.
Mining on, 215.
Compensation to Frederick Moore, 216.
Joseph Hextell’s Conditional Purchase at Mudgec, 219,
243.
Maps of Auction and Pre-emptive Lease Lands, 217.
George Frederick Brown, 217, 248.
Mrs. Clync’s case, 218.
Ah Cooey’s Conditional Purchase, 223.
George Baker’s Conditional Purchase, 223.
Interest on Conditional Purchases, 243.
Crown Prosecutors
Appointment of, 155.
Crown-street :—Tramway, 07, 225.

Cudal :—Court-house and Lock-up, 150.
Cudgeoong :—
Road to Rylatone, 40.
Park, 240.
River Crossing near Wilbetree, 241.
Culcairn :—Railway to Corowa and Germanton, 268,
Customs
Duties, Murray River, 29.
South Australian Wines, 74.
Clerks in Department, 78.
Salaries of Lockers, 79, 89.
Pay of tide-waiters, 101, 155, 205 (-).
Importation of White Spirits, 197.
Dalwood ;—Public School, 40.
Damb:—
Jerilderic, 139.
Construction of, 203.

■

.

District Court Judges :—Salaries of, 83, 84.
District Court :—Parkes, 48.
District Rf.oi$trar’s Fees :—Payment of, 131.
District School Boards (See “ Fducation,”)
Dof. «. Boyle and Others :—Missing Papers in case of, 54.
Downe, Mr. :—Engineer for Tramways, 101,

Railway to Gundagat, 34, 39, 1S2.
Police Magistrate, 8S.
Water Supply, 117.
Copeland, Mr., M.P.:—Resignation of, as Minister, 200.
Copying Wills:—Sum paid for, 191.

Beckett’s Creek, 143.
George’s River, 172.

1883,

In Colonial Architect’s Department, 124.
In Survey Departmout, 124.
'
Assisting Messrs. Morris and Rankin, 2S1.
Drain Pipes :—Used by the Works Department, 2GS.
Eight-hour system of labour on, 49, 106.
Clarence River, 147.
Drunkenness :—Convictions for, 143.
“Duchess of Aroylb” :—Matron of, 139.
Duff, Mr. r—Fees paid to, under the Companies Act, as
Deputy Registrar-General, 73.
Duty on American Wool :—Reduction of, 161.
Duval :—Public School, 241.
Early Settlement of the Country :—Documents
relating to, 79.
Eckford, Mr. Peter :—Employment of, in the Tramway
Department, 69.

Education :—
Prosecutions under compulsory clauses of Act, 26.
Public School, Dalwood, 40.
Compulsory attendance at Public Schools, 40.
Public School, Summer Hill, 48.
Do
Pyrmont, 48.
Local School Boards in Country Districts, 49.
School Attendance Officers, 53.
Public School, Cobar, 57.
Repairs to Public School, Mudgoe, 06.
Do
do
Hemslcy, 67.
Salaries of School Teachers, 69.
'
Public Schools, Parramatta North, 74.
Church of England Schools, Parramatta North, 74,
Public School, Wcddin, 79.
Do
Jugiong, 87.
Do
Clarkson’s Crossing, 93.
Do
Molly, 93, 268.
Do
Petersham, 100.
Mr. O’Byrnc, Inspector, 101.
Public School, Brewarrma, 106.
Do
Moloug, 109.
Sites for Public Schools, 118.
Human Physiology and Public Hygiene hi Public
Schools, 132.
Classification of Teachers, 143.
"
Examination of Teachers, 144, 204, 244.
1
Mr. Johnson, Inspector, 148.
School Buildings, Kiandra, 154.

Public School, Berridale, 154.
Stanmore, 156.
Do
Lowther, 161.
Do
Whittingham, 105.
Do
Gerogery, 166.
Do
Menfth, 171, 232,
Do
Millaville, 171.
Do
Public Schools in Churches and Chapels, 172.
High School, Mudgec, 181, 240.
Public School, Gnyong West, 182.
Tent Schools, 182.
School Buildings, Armidale, 183.
Public School, Waterlow, 184.
District School Boards, 188.
Public Schools at Ilford and Wilbetree, 205.
Water Supply for Public Schools, 205.
Public School, Bridgewater, 218.
Tabrnbucca, 224.
Do
Wollnr, 224, 248.
Do
Wilpinjong Crock, 224.
Do
Upper Lansdown River, 225.
Do
Bungay, 225.
Do
Newcastle South, 225.
Do
Teachers travelling by Railway, 231.
Mr. Hardy, late Teacher at St. John’s School, 232.
Public School at Sugar-loaf, 232,
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Eddcation (continual) :—
Public School at Jtylstone, 241. ■
Do
Duval, 241.
High School, Bathurst. £45.
Public School, Clarendon, 247.
Provisional School, Clark's Crock, 248.
Public School, Rosewood, 250.
Provisional School, Rosebrook, 253.
Religious Instruction in Public Schools, 253.
Mr. lUPhco, 259.
Water Supply, Public School, Manilla, 263.
Public School, Eulah Creek, 268.
Do
Wallalong, 269,
Abolition of Public School Fees, 276.
Eight-hour Svstrm

of

Labour :—Extension of, 30,

49 (3), 106 (3), 144.

■

Electoral ;—

"

Personation at Elections, 26.
Collection of Rolls, 40, 65.
Dinga Dinga Polling-place, 95.
Polling-places, Mudgee, 154, 241.
Refund of Deposits to Defeated Candidates, 161, 173.
Cost of Sydney Hustings, 167.
Electric Light :—On Light-house, South Head, 26.
Ellenborough River,
Police Protection, 225.
Emmaville :—Post Office, 167.
Emu Plains

Station House, 53,
Gravel and Metal Bent from, by Railway, 99.
Endowment of Mcnictpalities
Sum on Estimates
for, 19, 139.
Engineers :—Commission to, 259.
Equity' Business :—Of the Supreme Court, 114.
Kskbank Ikon Company
Rails supplied by, 229.
Eskbank Public School Head Teacher, Mr. M'Phee,
259.
Eulaii Cbkrk
Public School, 26S.
Eveleigh:—Levelling of land near railway platform, 197.
Exhibition :—

Of Mathematical Instruments, Melbourne, 249.
Wine, Bordeaux, 48, 199.
Explosives :—Particulars of, 34.
Females :—Employed in Post and Telegraph Depart
ment, 198.
Fencing :—Bill, 203.
Ferries:—Tolls on, 162.
Field of Mars :—Railway to, 117, 268.
Finance :—

Refund Vouchers, 85.
Expenditure without Parliamentary sanction, 89.
Cost of telegraphing Mr. Dibbs's Financial Statement,
193.
■
Loan on the London Market, 239.
Finlay, Mr. Licensed Surveyor,:—MoreeDistrict, 233.
Fisheries Act ;—Fines under, 165.
Fisheries Commission :—

Particulars of, 118, 128.
Chief Inspector under, 139.
Powers vested in, 149.
Flack, William :—Case of, 224.

Forbes :—
Gaol, 48.
Circuit Courts, 48.
Bridge, 100.
Clock, Post Office, 193Common, 195.
Railway, 197.
Forest Lodge :—Tramway, 26.
Forest Rangers :—

Vacancies for, 243,
Appointment of, 260.
Forest Reserve

DeepYY'at-cr Run, 68.

Fortifications :—Newcastle, 88.
French Criminals :—Transport of, to New Caledonia,
128.
.
Friendly Societies :—

Constitution of Commission, 38.
New Act, 197.
Galathera
Tank, 153.
Gander, George
Pay of, as Railway Porter, 263.

Gaols :—
Case of Warder Lees, 38, 153, 172.
Forbes, 43.
Prison Labour, Mudgee, 66, 173, 248, 250.
Bathurst, 87.
Warders, Darlinghurst, 192, 243.
Garden Island
Dedication of, 239.
Garden Palace:—Destruction of, 178.
Gas :—Bill to regulate sale and supply of, 27, 37.
Gates :—On Road between Molong and Cudal, 172.
George’s River

Dam, 172.

Germanton : —
Water Supply, 217.
Railway to, 268.

Gerogery :—Public Service, 166.
Glass Manufactory :—Australkb-street, Kingston, 127.
Glebe :—
Post and Telegraph Office, 20.
Tramways, 26.
'
G lebe Island : —
Boiling-down Establishment, 34.
Road, 38.
.
Tolls on Bridge, 48.
Abattoirs, 224,
Glen Innes
Railway to Inverell, 62, 85, 183.
Railway to Emmaville, 69.
Goat Island :—Gunpowder on, 59.
Gold Fields :—
Reserve, Billabong, 132,
Yalwal, 133.
.
Reserve near Parkes, 193.
Gongolgon :—Bridge, 40.
Goodlet, Messrs. Compensation to, 75.
Coorangoola :—Post Office, 58.
Grafton :—Railway Trial Surveys, 18S, 272,
Granville
Cost of Railway to, 101.
Gkeg Greg River :—Bridge,165.
Gordon :—Land surveyed for sale in county of, 114.
Goulburn ;—Cost of Railway to, 101.
Government:—Advertisements in Newspapers, 39.
Government Printing Office Pay of Supernumerary
Staff, 249.
Gulgong :—
Land Office, 39, 153, 187.
Election of Mr. Charles Zimmler as Mayor of, 75.
Common, 154, 244.
Water Supply, 154.
Park, 240.
Telegraph Office, 240.
Streets at Red Hill, 243.
“ Cunga ” :—Quarantining of, 35.
Gunpowder :—Quantity ou Spectacle anil Goat Islands,
69.
Guyong West Public School, 182.
Halloran, Mr, Henry :—Land alleged to be taken
from, 276.
.
ITall’.s Conditional Purchase :—At Narrabri, 182.
Hansard Staff :—Under Department of Legislative
Assembly, 83.
Harbour and River Steamers :—Inspection of, &c., 43.
Hardy, Mr. :—Late teacher at St. John's School, 232.
Hares :—Extermination of, 248.
Hargrave, Mr. Justice :—Salary and Pension of, 177,
204.
Harper, Mr. Richard :—Laud of, resumed for Water
Supply, 127.
Harris Park :—
Platform, 38.
Bridge, 275.
Hartley Vale :—Railway Station, S3.
Havilah Run Fencing of, 241,
H.awkesbury River :—Railway Bridge, 26, 93, 271 (2).
Hemsley :—Public School, 67.
Hextei.l, Joseph ;—Conditioual purcliasc of, at Mudgee,
216, 243.
■
Hill End :—
Water Supply, 171.
Telegraph Office, 240.
Hinton
Bridge, 230.
Homebush : —Railway to Waratah, 44, 217, 230, 264.
Hospitals :—
Lock, 27.
Parramatta District, 44.
Sewer, Prince Alfred, 124.
Howlong :—Crossing on the Murray at, 58.
Hughes, Joshua :—Claim of, to land at Parramatta, 34
Hulks :—Woollnomooloo Bay, 225.
Hunter’s Hill :—Public Baths, 271.
Hungkrford, Mr. :—Conditional Purchases of, 77.
Hustings ;—Coat of erection of, Sydney, 167.
Hygiene in Public Schools :—Instruction on, 132,
Ilford :—Public School, 205.
Illawarra :—Railway, 217, 218.
Immigration :—
Matron of the “ Duchess of Argyle,” 139.
Introduction of female servants, 162.
Maltese, 188.
Miss Chickin, “Roslin Castle," 233.
Index :—Real Property, 191.
Insolvency :—
Drafting of new Act, 39.
Distribution of the estate of the late R. IT. Seinpill, 73,
105, 132, 167.
Salary of Chief Commissioner, 84.
Inspectors of Mineral Leases :—Appointment of, 269.
Inverell :—Road to Wandsworth, 163.
Invf.ntions :—Amendment of Patent Laws, 34, 88, 128,
230.
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Iron Cove Bridge :—
Compensation to Workmen injured at, 38.
Cost ami particulars of, GO.
Jerilderie
Dam, 139.
Jervaui.x, Mr. :—Agreement of, avith Mr. Collyer, 162.
Jockey Club :—Rules and Regulations, 1G7.
Johnson, Mr. W. H.:—District luspector of Schools, 148.
Jcihies of the Sdprf.me Court
Salaries of, &c., 47,
89, 147.
■
Jugiono
Public School, 87.
Junee :—Railway Station and Refreshment Room, 34,
'
163.
Juvenile Reformatory :—Rstahlishinent of, 47.
Katoomba Palls :—Re-purchase of, 143.
Kiama :—
Railway Survey to Shoalhaven, Cl, 75.
Telegraph Cilice, 79, 94.
Kiandha : ~
School Buildings, 154.
Police Protection, 154,
Band Agent :—Molong, 193.
Land Office :—
Tumbemmba, 34.
Gulgong, 39, 153, 187.
Land Sales (See "Crown Lands.")
Lands Department :—
Promotions in, and working of, 76, 77, 216.
Administration of Conditional Sales Branch, 132, .
Clerks in, 162.
Charge for Inquiries, 167, 182.
Lands Titles Office r—State of, 27.
Lansdown River :—Site for Public School, 225.
Larkins, John :—Compensation to, 124.
Larkikinism :—Suppression of, 270.
Lees, Warder
Case of, 38, 153, 172.
Leary v. Page.—Case of, 215.
Leichilardt
Tramway, 177, 200.
Letter Carriers
Salaries of, 160, 162, 1S8.
Libraries :—
Erection of Public, 37.
For Municipalities, 192.
Licensing Act
Amendment of, 59.
Charges made under, 153, 193.
Analyses oi liquor, 192.
Travellers clause in, 206.
Inspectors under, 241.
Licensing Benches :—Appointment of, in country dis
tricts, 49, 117.
Life Boats Trial of, 61.
Lighthouse :—South Head, 26, 233,
Liquor Analyses of, 192.
Lithgow :—Water Supply, 49.
Liverpool ;—Dam at George’s River, 172.
Loan :—On the London market, 239.
Lock Hospitals :—Provision on Estimates for, 27.
Lock-up
Singleton, 109.
Cudal, 150.
Mudgoe, 177, 224.
Lodging-Houses :—Bill to regulate, 43.
Lowther:—Public School, 161.
Ludlow, Mr. Davi t> :—Appointment of, to the Commision
of the Peace, 269.
Lunatic Asylum :—Parramatta, 44,
Luncheons :—At Colonial Secretary’s Cilice, 67.
Luskinty'rr Bridge, 79.
Machinery :—Inspection of, 38.
M'Doucal, Mr. R. S. 1) ppointment of, to Commissionof the Peace, 168.
M'Dougall, Emma :—Conditional Purchase of, 193.
M'Gowan, Prisoner Sentence on, 155.
M'Piiee, Mr. :—Head-teacher, Eskbauk Public School,
259.
Magistrates i—
Cootamundra, 88.
Molong, 94, 193.
Rylstone, 181, 240.
Who signed Address to Mr. J. E. Redmond, 193.
'
Newcastle, 269.
Maltese Immigration :—Scheme of, 188.
Mandagkry Bridge :—Claim of Mr, Pike, 144.
Manildra :—Railway from Orange via Molong, 243.
Manilla ;—
Bridge, 233, 264.
Water Supply to Public School, 263.
Manly :—
Lease of Pier, 44, 138, 204.
Water reserve, 239.
■
Manufactory for Explosives :—On the Nepean, 34.
Maps :—Of auction and pre-emptive lease lands, 217.
Mark, William
Wages of, 197.
Mathematical Instruments
Exhibition of, in Mel
bourne, 249,

Mellaly Road :—Tanks on, 44.
Men ah ;—Public School, 17 J, 232.
Merry'goen Creek Bridge, 223.
Middle Harbour ■; — Land at, occupied by George
Anderson, SO.
Military :—Making of Clothing for, 84.
Miller's Point
Tramway, 48.
Millgate, Mr. George
Dispute of, with the Hon,
John Smith, 144.
Mjllsville :—Public School, 171.
Milton :—Road from, to Bateman's Bay, 263.
Mining :—
On private property, 58, 181.
Diamond Drills, 75, 131.
On Church and School Lands, 161.
On Crown Lands, 215.
Schools, 217.
Inspectors of Mineral Leases, 268.
Mittagong :—
Railway Tickets issued for, 77.
Police Station, 215.
Model Farms :—Establishment of, 118, 271.
Molly :—Public School, 93, 208.
Molong :—
Telegram from, to “ Evening News,” 65.
Recreation Grounds, 75.
Police Magistrate, 94, 193.
Public School, 109.
Clerk of Petty Sessions and Land Agent, 193.
Moore, Frederick
Compensation to, 216.
More)! :—Mr. Licensed Surveyors Soiling and Finhiv,
217,233,244.
Morpeth :—Bridge, 230.
Morris and Ranken ;—Report of, 173.
Moss.man’m Bay:—Wharf, 113.
Moss Vale
Railway-tickets issued for, 77Accommodation at Station, 254.
Mother of Ducks :—Railway extensions to and from,
73, 163, 276.
Mudofd; :—
Post and Telegraph Office, 39, 65, 206, 240 (2)
Water Supply, 39, 154, 187.
Repairs to Public School, 66.
Prison labour in Gaol, 66, 173, 248, 250.
Polling places, 154, 241.
Railway, 154, 198, 223.
Lock-up, 177, 224.
High School, 181, 240.
Railway Station, 205.
Cemetery, 216.
Park, 240.
Postal communication with, 276.
Munich1alittes :—
Endowment of, 19,139.
Prospect and Sherwood, 78.
Free Libraries for, 192.
Assessment of public buildings and lands, 276.
Murphy, Mr. J. :—Refund of deposit to, as a defeated
candidate, 161, 173.
Murray River :—
Customs duties, 29.
Crossing at Howlong,' 58.
Bridge at Howlong, 217Murrurundi :—Railway Station, 68.
'
Musgrovk ;—Senior-Sergeant, 138.
Muswkllrrook :—Railway survey to Caasilis, S3.
Namoi :—
Timber reserve, 85.
Roads in Electorate, 100.
Bridge, 203.
Narkabri :—
Land for Church of England, 100.
Common, 224.
Telegrams to Railway Station, 208.
Neale, Mr, John :—Compensation to, 206.
Nepean :—
'
Bridge over, 87,263. *
Water Supply, 147.
New Caledonia :—Transport of French Criminals, 128.
Newcastle
Fortifications, SS,
Magistrates, 269.
Newcastle, South :—Public School, 225,
Newington Estate :—Claim of Messrs. Sutherland and
Wethercll, 65.
Newspapers :—Government advertisements in, 39.
Newtown :—
Park, 57.
Court-house. 57
Railway Bridge, 68.
North Shore :—
Bridge, 30, 259.
Bridge to Manly, 53,
Water frontage Reservations, 131,
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QUESTIONS {continued} ■.—
Nvngan :—Railway extension to, 40.
Ouekox :—Railway to, 229.
Obley :—

Reserve, 109.
Police, 139.
O'Bybne, Mr. :—Inspector o£ Public Schools, L01.
Opinion or Attorney-General :—On Criminal Law
Amendment Bill, 205.
Orange
Railway toEorbeg, 38, 05, 110,
Railway Station, 47, 119, 123.
Railway Footbridge, 123
Footbridge, Kite-street, 197
Oxford-street :—Wood Paving for, 232.
Oysters :—
Cultivation of, 33, 20G.
Royalty on, 272.
“Pacific” :—State of, and Engineers for, 193.
Pacific Mail Service (See “Postal.”)
Paddington :—Tram fares, 144,
Palmer, Engine-Driver Compensation to, 84,
Pater :—For Railway and Telegraph forms, 232.
Park ;—
Parramatta, 19.
Petersham, 47.
Newtown, 57,
Campcrdown, 118.
Mudgee, Gulgong, and Cudgegoug, 240.
Park ks :—
District Court, 43.
Gold-field Reserve, 193.
Parliament :—
Billiard Table for Members, 231.
Cost of Questions, 233.
Pakramatta-ktrhkt :—Post-office, 127.
Parramatta :—

Postal arrangements, 19.
Public Park, 19.
*
lYaffic-bridge across River, 19,74.
Wall in front of Court-house, 20.
Convcyaiicc of fruit from, by rail, 20.
Railway embankment, 29.
Railway Station, 29.
Public Baths, 29.
Private Letter-boxes and Clock, 30, 133.
Claim of Joshua Hughes to land at, 34.
Fencing and planting at District Hospital, 44.
Pay of attendants at Lunatic Asylum, 44.
Overcrowding of Asylum for Infirm and Destitute, 44.
School of Arts, 53.
Public School, Parramatta North, 74.
Church of England School, Parramatta North, 74,
Cemeteries, 74, 144, 183.
Roman Catholic Orphan School, 99, 100, 117, 137.
Protestant Orphan School, 100, 117, 137.
Police Office, 144.
Old Domain, 162.
Approach to Station, 201, 275.
Station-master, 249.
Bridge, Harris Park, 275.
'
Parrott, Surveyor :—Alignment of streets at Waverley
by, So.
.
Patents :—Registration of, 34, 83, 128, 230.
“ Pelican ” :—State of, and License to, 57 (5).
Penrith Station ;—Shunters and Porters, 87.
Personation at Elections ;—Prevention of, 20.
Petersham :—
Public Park, 47.
High-level Bridges, 59.
Water used at Public School, 100.
Railway Station, 178.
Physiology in Public Schools :—Instruction on, 132,
Pi ice, Mr, Claim of, 144.
Pilcher, Mr. C. E.:—Refund of Deposit to, as a defeated
candidate, 161, 173.
PlLLlGA :—Burial-ground, 100.
Pilot Boat :—Clarence River, 178.
Ph’Eclay Run :—Fencing of, 241.
'
Police :—
Uniform, 3S, 66, S4.
Promotions, 41.
.
Magistrate, Cootamundra, S3.
Magistrate, Molong, 94, 193.
i
Detective Wigg, 119.
Buildings, Cowra, 132.
Senior-sergeant Musgrove, 138.
Obley, 139.
Office, Parramatta, 144,
Kiamlra, 154.
Magistrate, Rylstone, 181, 240.
Station, Mittagong, 215.
Good Service pay, 224.
Ellcuborough River, 225,

Police

(contimted):—

Coopernook, 225.
Buildings, Windeycr, 231.
Quarters, Wollar, 253.
Polling-places :—

Dinga Dinga, 95.
Mudgee, 154, 241.
Pomingalarna :—Common, 100

-

Port Macquarie ;—

School of Arts, 244.
Agricultural Society, 244.
Postal:—

Arrangements, Parramatta, 19.
Pacific Mail Service, 26, 84, 154.
Post and Telegraph Office, Glebe, 26.
Private Lcttor-boxcs, Parramatta, 30, 13S.

Extension of the Penny Postage system, 30, 117
Post Ofiicc, Vegetable Creek, 30,
Arrangements, City and Suburbs, 33.
Post and Telegraph Office, Mudgee, 39, 05, 200.
Do.

do.

South Creek, 53.

Post Office, Goorangoola, 58.
Salaries of Post and Telegraph Officials, 89.
Parramatta-strect Office, 127.
Salaries of Letter Carriers, 150, 162, 183.
Post Office, Emmaville, 167.
Subsidy for San Francisco Service, 1S4.
Females employed, 198.
Post and Telegraph Office, Tam worth, 233.
Communication -with Wollar, 240.
Sculptured Work, General Post Office, 248.
Communication with Mudgee, 270.
Prickly Pear :—Eradication of, 109, 248.
Prince Alfred Hospital :—Sewer, 124.
Prison Buildings :—Trial Bay, 85.
Prisoners :—Under Sentence for Cattle Stealing, 191.
Private Property :—Mining on, 58, 181.
Promotion in the Lands Office :—Circular to Mem

bers, 76.
Prospect

and

Sherwood

Audit of Accounts of Muni

cipality of, 78.
Protestant Orphan School :—Parramatta, 100, 117,
137.
Public Instruction Act (Sec “Education,”)
Public Library :—Erection of, 37.
Public Schools {Sec “Education.”)
Punts :—Clarence River, 149, 162.
Pyhmont :—

Bridge, 20, 40, 165, 218.
Public School, 43.

Repair of Bridge Road, 26.
Quarantine :—“Gunga,” 35.
Questions :—Cost of Parliamentary, 233.

Railways :—

Conveyance of fruit from Parramatta, 20.
Bridge over the Hawkesbury, 20, 93, 271 (-).
Embankment, Parramatta, 29.
Station, Parramatta, 29.
Eight-hour system, 30, 49, 106 (!), 144.
Through the A. A. Company’s Land, 30.
Refreshment-room, Wellington, 30.
Medical appliances, 30,
_
Cootamundra to Gundagai, 34, 39, 182.
Station and Refreshment Room, Jimee, 34, 163.
Stations at Spring Grove and Spring Hill, 34, 123, 229.
Uralla to Glen limes, 37.
Platform, Harris Park, 33.
Orange to Eorbes, 38, 95, 119, 197.
.
Pay of Workmen, Engine-drivers. &c., 39, 67, 74, 75,
95, 109, 123, 127, 137, 192, 215, 218, 254,
Waratali to the Hawkesbury, 40.
Porters employed, 40.
Extension to Nyngan, 40.
Homobiish to Waratab, 44, 217, 230, 264.
Station, Orange, 47, 110, 123,
To Tumbemmba ami Corowa, 47
Refreshment Rooms on Lines, 47.
Station, Summer Hill, 48, 106.
Goulhurn to Cooma, 49.
Young to Grenfell, Forbos, and Parkes, 54.
Singleton Station, 58.
High-level Bridges at Petersham, 59.
Tarrago to Cooma, 61.
Survey, Kiama to Shoalhaven, Cl, 75, 241.
Btayney to Young, 61, 106.
Glen limes to Inverell, 62, 85, 183.
Free Passes to Armidale, 62.
Bridge, Newtown, 68.
Surveys, Grafton, &.e., 68.
Murrurundi Station, 68.
Scone to Cassilis, 69, 192, 216.
Borrima Coal Company’s, 09.
Glen Innes to Emmaville, 09.
Extensions to and from Mother' of Ducks, 73,163, 276.
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QUESTIONS (contmit&l)
Railways (continmcl):—
Singleton to Cassilis, 73.
Surveyors Field Books, 75.
Mr. Scott, Locomotive Engineer, 7G.
Tickets iasuetl for Mittagong, Bowral, aud Moss Vale,
77.
1
Sunday employment of Employes, 78.
Sleeping Cars, 79, 99, US, 183.
Station at Hartley Vale, S3.
Weekly Excursion Tickets, S3.
Survey, Muswcllbrook to Cassilis, S3.
Compensation to Drivers Stephenson and Palmer, 84.
Shunters and Porters, Penrith, 87.
Station buildings, Springwood, S7.
Bridge over the Nepean, 87, 263.
Underbridge crossing, Western Road, S9.
Crave! and Metal sent from Emu Plains, 99.
Cost of, to Granville, Bathurst, and Coulbuiii, 101.
Arrangement for Country Trains, 106.
Tickets issued at Summer Hill Station, 106.
Station, Wends Creek, IOC, 270.
Free Pass to Mr. J. E. Redmond, 100.
Station buildings, Armidale, 114.
Trucking-yards, 114.
To Field of Mars, 117, 268.
Footbridge, Orange, 123.
Compensation for injuries to John Larkins, 124.
Platform and Station at junction of Armidale and
Nundle Roads, 132.
Station, Tanrworth West, 132,
Trial Survey, Trial Bay, 132.
Light Branch, 153.
Mudgee, 154, 19S, 223.
Station buildings, Blacktown, 168.
Accidents to Carriages and Trucks, 171.
Refreshment Rooms on Western Line, 172, 173.
Station-house, Petersham, 178.
Railway and Tram Rails, 183, 230, 254, 208.
Assistance to widow and family of Robert Brennan, 1S7.
Trial Surveys between Grafton, Glen limes, and Tcnterfield, 188, 272.
Passenger Engines, 195.
William Man' s wages, 197.
Footbridge, Kite-street, Orange, 197.
Levelling laud near Eveleigh Platform, 197.
Free passes, 198, 230.
Approach to Parramatta Station, 204, 275.
By-laws, 204.
Engine sheds, Wallerawang, 204.
Day train to Capertce, 205.
Station, Miidgee, 205.
Compensation to Mr. John Neale, 200,
Illawarra, 217, 218.
Break of journey to Melbourne, at Albury, 217.
Punctuality of mail train from Sydney to Albury, 217.
Weather protection to Drivers and Firemen, 213.
William Flack’s case, 224.
Blackheath Station, 229.
To Oberon, 229.
Eskbank Company’s rails, 229.
Public School Teachers travelling by, 231.
"
Borings for bridges, 232.
Narrabri to Walgett, 240.
Station buildings, Rylstone, 240.
Orange to Manildra, vid Molong, 243.
Breach of By-law at Rook wood, 249.
Station-master, Parramatta, 249.
Accommodation at Moss Vale Station, 254.
Pay of George Gander, while off duty. 263.
Culeaini to Corowa and Germanton, 26S.
Northern Coast, 276.
R AMD wick : —
Tolls on road, 37.
Tramway, 89.
Asylum, 13S(=), 162, 203.
Raxkkx & Morris Report of, 173.
Rbal* Property
Index, 191.
Redferx Estate
Grant of, 119.
Redbaxk Gully Bridge, 264.
Redmond, Mr. J. E.:—
Free Railway Pass to, 106.
Magistrates who signed Address to, 193.
Reformatory
Establishment of Juvenile, 47.
Refund Vouchers :—Verification of by Auditor-General,
85.
Rec.tstration of Patents :—Return of, 34, 88, 123.
- Registrars Fees:—Payment of, 131.
Reserves :—

Travelling Stock, <18, 192.
Forest, Deepwater Hun, 68.
Recreation Gi'niiml, Molong, 75.
Water, County of Ashburnliam, 75.

Working Coal under, S3.

•i k-j — D

Reserves [continued):—

Timber, Namoi, 85.
Euslieutters Ray, 94, 272.
Obley, 109.
Water frontage, North Shore, 131.
Billabong Gold Field, 132.
Water, Manly, 239.
Revenue from Land Sales -Amount of, 75, 87,
RlSfi larking :—Timber in parish of Bookit, 249.
Roads :—

Pyrmont Bridge, 26.
Tolls, Randwick, 37.
Glebe Island, 38,
Cudgegoug to Rylstone, 40.
South Creek to Luddenham, 53.
Fencing of, by Mr. White, lessee of Havilah and Pipe
clay Runs, 66.
Old and New South Head, 94.
In the Namoi Electorate, 100,
Rydc to Parramatta, 143.
Springwood, 161.
Inverell to Wandsworth, 103.
Oates on, between Molong and Cudal, 172.
Through alienated Crown Lands, 254.
Milton to Bateman’s Bay, 263.
Borah Creek to Quirindi, 264.
Robinson, Mr. :—Telegraph Operator, 216.
Rock Drills :—For various towns, 200.
Roman Catholic Orphanage Parramatta, 99, 100,
117, 137.
RookwoOD :—Broach of Railway By-law at, 249.
Rosedrook
Provisional School, 253.
■
Rosewood :—Public School, 250.
“Roslin Castle” :—MissChickin, matron of, 233.
Ross, J.
Glass Manufacturer, Kingston, 127.
Royalty
On oysters, 272.
Rules and Regulations :—Australian Jockey Club, 167.
Rusiicctters Bay:—Reserve, 94, 272.
Rydh :—Road to Parramatta, 143.
Rylstone :—

Police Magistrate, 181, 240.
Station buildings, 240.
Telegraph Office, 240.
^Public School, 241.
Salabalar Cheek
Bridge, 223.
Salaries :—

Of Judges of the Supreme Court, 47, 89.
Of Customs Officers, 78, 79, 89, 101, 155, 205 (?)
Of District Court Judges, S3, 84.
Of Chief Commissioner of Insolvent Estates, 84.
Of Post and Telegraph Officials, 89.
Sales of Crown Lands (Sec “Crown Lands.”)
School Attendance Officers {See "Education.”)
• School Boards (See “Education,”)
School

of

Arts

'

Parramatta, 53.
Port Macquarie, 244.
Scone
Railway to Cassilis, 69, 192, 216.
Scott, Mr. :—Instructions to, on visit to England and
America, 76.
Sculptured Work :—General Post Office, 248.
Sempill, Mr. R. H.—Distribution of Estate of, 73, 105.
132, 167.
Settlement of the Country;—Documents relating to,
79.
Sewer :—Prince Alfred Hospital, 324.
Sewerage and Water Act :—For country towns, 248.
Shea’s Cheek Sewer;—Completion of, 67, 84.
Sheep Trucks :—Division of, 244, 254.
Shoalhaven :—Railway from Kiama, 61, 75, 241,
Simpson, Mr. W. B.:—Employment of, in Lands Depart
ment, 43, 89, 218.
Singleton
Railway Station, 53.
Water Supply, 58.
Railway to Cassilis, 73.
Lock-up, 109.
Smith, the Hon. John Dispute of, with Mr. George
Millgate, 144.
Solling, Mr. Licensed-Surveyor ;—In charge of the
Morce District, 217, 233.
South Australian Wines : —Received over the Border,

74.
South Creek :—

-

Post and Telegraph Office, 53.
Road to Luddenham, 53.

South Head Light-house lilcctrie Light for, 26, 233.
Spectacle Island Gunpowder on, 59.
Sfrinii Grove :—Railway Station, 34, 123, 229.
Spiiincwoiid
‘
Stall on-builtling, 87.
Road, 161,
String Hill
Railway Station, 34, 123.
Stanmuki: —Public School, 150.
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QUESTIONS (con/intted):—
Statiox-house :—Emu Plains, 53.
Steamers, Harbour ash River :—
Inspection of, &e., 43, 139.
Boats carried by, 249.
Stephen', Sir Alfred ;—Salary and Pension of, as Judge,
177, 204.
Stephenson, Engine-driver Compensation to, 84,
Streets
Alignment of, Waverley, by Surveyor Parrott, 85.
Do.
Uralla, ] 83.
Red Hill, Gulgong, 243.
Sugar Loaf :—Public School, 232.
Summer Hill :—

'

Public School, 48.
Railway Station, 48.
Tickets issued at Station, 106.
Supreme Court ;—Equity business, 114.
Survey Department :—Draftsmen in, 124.
Survey of the Coast :—In the “ Thetis,” 147.
Surveyors :—
Employment of W, B. Simpson, in Lands Department,
43, 89, 218.
Value of fees, 99.
Employment of Mr. Solling and Mr. Finlay, 217, 233.
Regulations for employment of, 244.
- Suspense Account —
George Frederick Brown, 217, 248.
Unclaimed moneys in, 217.
Sydney Water Works (See "Water Supply.”)
Tabrabucca
Public School, 224.
Tamworth :—Post and Telegraph Office, 233.
Tamwokth West Railway Station, 132.
Tanks:—

Mellaly Road, 44.
Gallathera and Boggy Creek, 153.
Tarrago :—Railway to Cooma, 61,
Teachers (See "Education.”)
Telegraphs :—

Office, Albury, 27, 254.
Telegram from Molong Office to “ Evening News,” 65.
Offices, Wollongong and Kiama, 79, 94.
Office, Collarenebri, Sn,
Communication with England, 162,
Coat of telegraphing Mr. Dibbs’s Financial Statement,
193.
Office, Woodburn, 203.
Operator Robinson, 216.
Offices, Mudgoe, Rylstone, Gulgong, and Hill End,
240 (s).
Telegrams to Narrabri Railway Station, 263,
'.Femora ;—Water Supply, 61.
Tent Schools :—Use of, 182.
“ Thetis” :—Survey of the Coast in, 147,
Tide-waiters:—Pay of, 101, 155, 203 (")
Timber :—
Reserve, Namoi, 85.
For Mudgee Railway, 154.
Ringbarking, 249.
Tolls :—
Randwick Road, 37Glebe Island Bridge, 48.
Canterbury, 89.
On Perries, 162.
Tramways
Glebe Point and Forest Lodge, 26.
Season Tickets, 26, 54, 118.
Cowcatchers, 26, 69, 229.
Employment of Mr. Peter Eckford, 69.
Milter’s Point, 48.
Crown-street, 67, 225.
Number of Motors passing King-street per day, 68.
Pay of Workmen and Conductors, 75, 217, 218, 254.
Waiting-rooms, 76.
'
Qualifications of Drivers, 80.
liandwiok and Coogee,*89.
Journey of Mr. Downe to America and England, 101.
Bondi and Paddington, 144, 192.
Leichhardt, 177, SM16.
Rails, 183, 230, 254, 268.
Overcrowding Cara, 204.
'
Camden, 215.
Woollahra and Waverley, 144, 245.
Working Expenses and Receipts, 253.
Parramatta-strect, to Circular Quay, 276.
Travellers Clause :—In Licensing Act, 206.
Travelling Stock Reserves
Cheeseman's Creek, 48.
Proposed, abolition of, 192..
Travelling Stock Route :—On Demliqnin Road, 133.
Trial Bay :—Prison buildings, 85.
Railway Trial Survey, 132.
Trugkjng Vaiws :—At Railway Stations, 114.
Tugs :—Inspection of, 139.

Tumblecmba
Land Office, 34.
Railway to, 47.
Ulladulla Harbour :—Deepening of, 173.
Uralla :—
Railway to Glen Innes, 37.
Alignment of Streets, 183.
Vacoination :—Calf Lymph, 139. <
Vegetable Creek :—
'
Post Office, 30.
Diamond Drill for, 75.
Victoria Barracks :—Water Supply, 93.
Viles, The Misses Recovery of bodies of, at Coogec
Bay, 100.
Walgkit

'

Site for Roman Catholic Church, 192
Railway from Narrabri, 240.
Land for Church of England, 272.
Wallalong :—Public School, 269.
Wallerawang
Engine-sheds, 204.
Waiiataii :—Railway from, to the Hawkesbury, 40.
Ward, Mr. :—Fees paid to, under the Companies Act]
as Registrar-General, 73.
Wardhrs:—Dariinghuret Gal'1, 192, 243.
Water Sub ply
Sydney Waterworks, 33.
Mudgee, 39, 154, 1S7.
Campbelltown, 40.
Lithgow, 49.
Singleton, 58.
Temoru, 61.
Reserve, County of Ashbumham, 75
Victoria Barracks, 93.
Albury, 106.
Cootamundra, 117.
Land resumed for, near Prospect, belonging to Mr.
Richard Harpur, 127.
. ■
Nepean, 147.
Bathurst, .149,
Hill End, 171.
Conservation of, in the interior, 199, 203.
For Public Schools, 205.
Reserve, Manly, 239.
flennanton, 217.
Manilla Public School, 263.
Waterlow Public School, 184.
Water Police Court :—Erection of new building, 173.
Water and Skwfjiage Act :—For country towns, 248
Water Augers:—For various towns, 260.
Water Frontages :—North Shore, 131.
Waverlf.y :—
A iignment of Streets by Surveyor Parrott, 85.
Tram fares, 144.
Waverley and Woollahra Tramway :—Extra cars
on, 245.
Wf.ddin :—Public School, 79.
Weeds ;—Eradication of, and Prickly Pear, 109, 248.
Wellington :—Railway Refreshment Room, 30.
Wf.rris Creek :—Railway Station, 106, 275.
"West Sydnf.y :—Refund of Deposits to defeated Candi
dates for, 161, 173.
Western Road :—Under-bridge Crossing, 89.
Wharfs :—
Circular Quay, 163, 239.
Cowpcr, 192.
White, Mr. H. C. :—Fencing of roads by, 66.
White Spirits :—Importation of, 197.
Whittingilam :—Public School, 105.
Wigg :—Detective, 119.
Wilretrek :—Public School, 205,
Wills Cost of copying, 191.
Wilfinjong Creek :—Public School, 224.
Wtndbykr ;— .
Court of Petty Sessions, 1S1.
Police Buildings, 231.
Wine Exhibition :—Bordeaux, 199.
Wines, South Australian :—Received over the Border,

74,
Wollar :—
Public School, 224, 248.
Postal communication with, 240.
Police quarters, 253.
Wollondilly :—Bridge, 35.
.Wollongong
Telegraph Office, 79, 94.
11 Wolverene” :—Maintenance of, 27.
Woodburn :—Telegraph Office, 203.
Wool:—Reduction of duty on American, 161.
Woollahra and Waverley Tramway :—Extra cars
on, 245.
WooLLooMoOLno Bay :—Hulks lying in, 225.
Yai.wal :—Gold-field, 133.
Young : -Railway from, to Grenfell, Forbes, and Parkes,
54.
Zimmi.er, Mr. Charles:—Election of, as Mayor of
Gulgong, 75.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS :—
Sessionivl order passed, 21,
QUIN, EDWARD ESQUIRE
Election of, for Wentworth declared valid, notwithstanding delay in return of Writ, 9.
QUORUM (Seo “NO QUORUM.”)
'

R
RABBIT NUISANCE BILL ;—
Motion made (Mr. Abloll) for Coimnittee of the Whole, 31; Message from Governor, 33 j House
in Committee and resolution agreed to, 35; read 1°, 44 ; read 2° and committed, 55 ; further
considered in Committee, 59,103,107; Veported with amendments and report adopted, 107 ;
recommitted, reported 2° with further amendments and report adopted, 125 ; read 3* Mid
BOnt to Cmmeii, 129; returned with amendments, 174 ; amendments agreed to, disagreed to.
and amended, 179; Message to Council, 181; Message from Council not insisting and agree- .
ing to Assembly’s Amendment upon Council’s Amendment, 190; Assent reported, 235........
3
RAILWAYS
Opinion of Attobnet-Genebal:—
On issue of dE20,000 for, laid on Table, 12..............................................................................................■)
To Inverell:—
Petition from Inverell and District respecting the connection of the district of Inverell with the
Northern line, presented, 20..............................................................................................................
Ekom North Grafton to Tenterfield :—
Petition from Richmond River District in favour of, presented, 35......................................................
Drivers and Firemen :—
Motion made (Mr. lleUyer) for copies of petitions-from, and correspondence, 41; Return to
Order, laid on Table, 133 ..................................................................................................................
Porters at Redfebn, and on Darling Harbour Line:—
Return showing number of, and hours of worh, laid on Table, 41, 120................ .............................
Southern and Western Lines:—
Motion made (Mr. IleUyer) for return showing particulars of engines, number of drivers and
firemen, and number of accidents, Ac,, 41; Return to Order, laid on Table, 234......................
Tenterfield to Grafton :—
Petition from the Clarence, Tenterfield, and Richmond River Districts, in favour of, presented, 49
do.
do,
156
Do.
do.
Murrumburrah to Blaykey :—
Motion made (Mr. McElluwe) for copy of the petition, and minutes and correspondence respecting
alteration of route of, at Young, 70.
•
Railway Surveyors :—
Motion made (Mr. Sutherland) for Return showing namesof, employed in the Construction Brand),
and other particulars, 71; Return to Order, laid on Tabic, 115 ..................................................
Free Passes to Armidale :—
. Motion made (Mr. TVic'keU) for Return showing particulars of, on tho occasion of the opening of
the line, 71; Return to Order, laid on Table, 145......................................... ................................
Mr. Scott, Locomotive Engineer :—
Instructions to, on visit to England and America, laid on Table, 76 .................................... .............
Mr. .John Fowler, C.B.:—
Motion made (Mr. Murray) for particulars of Commission paid to, and paid to other engineers, 76.
Sleeping Cars :—
Return to Order (Session 1882), laid on Table, 85.................................................................................
Muswellbrook to Cassilis :—
Petition from Mcrriwn and District in favour of branch lino between, presented, 90 ............. ........
Railway Steam Ffrrieb :—
,
Report of Enginocr-in-Chief on, laid on Table, 94.................................................................................. ’ 2
Free Pass to Mr. Redmond, M.P.:—
Papers relating to application for, laid on Table, 115 .........................................................................
Site por Station at Rylstone :—
Return to Order (Session, 1882), laid on Table, 115 .................. ...........................................................
HOMBBUSK AND Wa ItATAH :—
Tracing and plat) of section of the crossing of the Hawkesbury River at the site of the proposed
bridge, laid on Table, 120
Through the City to Circular Quay :—
Motion made (Mr. Pigoti) in favour of, 120.
Motion made (Afr. Burns) for Select Committee to inquire into the several proposed lines of route,
and House counted out, 121.
To connect Cassilis and Merriwa :—
Petition from Cassilis in favour of, presented, 128..................................................................................
Trial Survey between Armidalr and Trial Bay :—
■
Motion made (Mr, It. B. Smith) for copies of instructions given to surveyors employed on, 133;
Return to Order, laid on Table, 281..................................................................................................
Bridges :—
Motion mudo (Mr. Sydney Smith) for copies of letters, minutes, Ac., having reference .to alleged
defects in material used in, 142.
Engine-drivers, Firemen, and Guards :—
Return showing hours of duty of, laid on Table, 148................................. ...........................................
Orange to Forbes and Wii.cannia, via Molong:—
Petition from Molong and neighbourhood in favour of, presented, 156 ..............................................
Extension from Murrumburrah to Blayney :—
Plan, section, and book of reference of, from Young to Blayney, laid on Tabic as exhibits, 184.
Goods and Live Stock:—
Return showing particulars of, received and despatched from Orange, Bathurst, Wellington, and
Dubbo during 1832, laid On Tabic, 190 .................................................... .....................................
Eveleigh Platform:—
Return respecting forming and levelling land near, laid on Table, 199 ..............................................
Resumption of Land in George and Pitt Streets ;—
Motion made (Mr. Garrard) for copies of letters, papers, &c., having reference to, 199.
Electric Light at Redpebn Station :—
Motion made (Mr. Sydney Smith) for return showing particulars of cost of, &c., 272.
_

965
479
531
533
481
491
499
535
537

503
505
511

513
539
517
519
521

541
525

495
543

527
529
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RAILWAYS :—eontmued.
Nortusbn Coast :—
Petition from Seaborn and Clarence Town in favour of. presented and read by Clerk, 2“7..............
Fbee Passes to Scnocn Childeen :—
*
Motion made (JUr. McLaughlin) in favour of, 2/8 ; Mr. Buctianan named by Speaker for being
guilty of wilfully disobeying tbe ruling of the Cbair, 278 ; proposed Amendment; negatived,
278 ; motion negatived, 279.
TbTAL SUETEr PROM POREES TO MUltllUJIEUBBAU LOOP LINE : —
Motion made (Mr. Lyndt) for copies of papers, reports, Ac,, having reference to, 281.
RANDWICK:—
AsyiCm :—
Statement respecting Children, laid on Table, 140.................................................................................
Opinion of Attorney-General in reference to boarding out Cbildron from, laid on Table, 219.........
Roai> :—
_
,
Motion made (Mr. TricTcett) in favour of abolition of tolls on, and debate adjourned, 157; Order
of tho Day postponed, 179; debate resumed and motion withdrawn, 19G,
RANKEN A MORRIS (See "CROWN LANDS.”)
REAL PROPERTY INDEX
Return of cost of remodelling, laid on Table, 199 ........................................................................
RECREATION RESERVES
Motion made (Mr. Sulkerland) for Return showing number of, resumed by tho Government, and
other particulars, 86.
REDRERN ESTATE:—
Copy of Grant of, and tracing, laid on Table, 120.............................................................. ,
...
REDMOND, MR., M.P. (See " RAILWAYS f also “ ORANGE MAGISTRATES.")
REDHEAD COAL-MINE RAILWAY BILL:—
Petition presented (Afr, Fletcher) for leave to bring in, 115; leave given and read .1°, 120:
referred to Select Committee, 124; report brought up, 135 ; real 2°, committed, reported
with an amendment, and report adopted, 150; r. ad 3® and sent to Council, 157; returned
without amendment, 185 ; assent reported, 235.............................................................................
Petition from Messrs. Salter aud Barker, as agents for E. C. Mcrewelher, Esquire, praying to be
heard by Counsel before the Committee in reference to tbe Bill, presented, 128.....................
REFRESHMENT COMMITTEE
Sessional Order passed, 22.
REGISTER OP WRECKS
On tbe coast of New South Wales for 1832, laid on Table, 199 ................
REGULATIONS
Laid on Table
Additional, Wharfage and Tonnage Rates Act of 1880, 15 ............................................. ...................
Public Abattoirs, Glebe Island, 15 .........................................................................................................
Amended, Fisheries Act of 1881,15........................................................................................................
Additional, Provisional Schools, 15 ................................................................................................ .......
Diseases in Sheop Acts Amendment Act of 1832, 41 ............................................................................
Public Instruction Act, 54, 269 (‘2) ........................................................................................................
Delayed Telegrams, 70 ...........................................................................................................................
Australian Jockey Club, 210. Not. ordered to be printed,
REID, GEORGE HOUSTOUN, ESQUIRE —
Seat of, as a Member for East Sydney, declared vacant on acceptance of office of Minister of Public
Instruction, 12 ; re-elected and sworn, 13.
REMEDIES OF JUDGMENT CREDITORS BILL/ (See “JUDGMENT CREDITORS REMEDIES
EXTENSION BILL.")
REPORTS :—
Laid on Tabir
Cable Tramway System, 15 ...................................................................................................................
Master in Lunacy, for 1881, 15...............................................................................................'........
Visiting Magistrate, Lord Howe Island, 15........................................................... ................................
Royal Commission on Working nV (he Friendly Societies Aet, 15 .....................................................
Board of Audit on Public Accounts, 15 ......... *.....................................................................................
Police, for 1882, 41.................................................................................................................. j................
Government Analyst on Spirituous Liquors, 41....................................................................................
Protector of Aborigines, 44 .............................................................................................................. .. .
City of Sydney Improvement Board (Third), 49 ................................................................................
Enginecr-in-Chief, on Railway Steam Ferries, 9t .................................................................................
Aborigines, 115 ................................................................................................................ . . .
H. Selwyn Smith on defalcations of tbe late R. If, Sempill, 140.........................................................
Free Public Library for 1882, 163 ....................................................................... . g i .........................
Small-poi, 1881, 1882, 166 ........................................................... ......................................................
Wine Exhibition, Bordeaux, 199............................................................................................................
Mr. Willows on Anthrax, 226 ............................................................... .................................................
Moitalitv7 on Immigrant Ships, 255 ......................................................................... ...............
,
Health Officer on state of Quarantine Station at North Head, 255 .....................................”.......
State Children's Relief Department, 269................................................................................................
Dredging operations, 260 .........................................................................................................................
Management of tbe Sydney Hospital, 264 ...................................................... ’..........
Messrs. Morris and Ranken on Crown Lands, 280. Plans in Supplementary Volume '.
Trustees of Hyde, Phillip, and Cook Parks for 1831 and 1882, 278 .................................................
Museum for 1882, 278 ...................................................................................... ...................
Fitoir Select Coiimitteks :—
......................... ...................................
Blandford Proprietary School Bill, 70......................................................... .........................................
Rotton’s Estate Bill, 90............................................................................................................................
Kiama Tramway Bill, 97 ............................................................................................. ".................
Australian Gaslight Company's Bill, 110 ............................. ...............................................................
Albury Gas Company’s Bill, 119...........................................................................................................
Redhead Coal-mine Railway Bill, 135................................................................................................
Earnshaw’s Estate Bill, lot)..................................................................................
Hclcy's Estate Bill, 150..................................................................................................... . .............
Cohen’s Estate Bill, 189...........................................................................................
Mart's Bay Improvement Bill, 195 .........................................................................................................
Claim of Hugh Espie Stephenson, 234 ................. :....................................................
...................
Wollongong Gas-hght Company’s Bill, 241 ..............................................
Working of the Fisheries Aot of 1881, 251.....................................!,.."i!!!'!!',
Tho case of Captain Armstrong, 260......................................................................
__ 4 4_ _
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s
EESERYATTON OF MINERALS AND METALS ^Scc “MINING ”)
RESERVES, TIMBER_
Motion made (AL'. Barbour) for ref urn sliowinj; Hie pnrf iculnrs or, 2GD.
RESERVATIONS, NORTH SHORE (See “WATER FRONTAGE RESERVATIONS, NORTH
SHORE.’’)
RESOLUTIONS
Fnoji Commiitie of SumT:—
Reported, 22, 55, 90, 159, 203.
Agreed to, 23, 55, 90, 159, 213.
Fbom Ooj[jiittbe of Ways axd Mf-aus :—
Reported, 22, 00,91,213.
Agreed to, 23, 90, 91,213.
Fitoat Committee of the Wholf :—
Reported, 31, 35, 56. 62, 81, 129, 135 (2), 169, 265.

Agreed to, 31, 35, 56, 62, SI, 129, 135 (;')> 159, 2G5RESUMPTION OF LAND : —
For Seliool purpo503, notification of, laid an Table, 15, 103, 226, 273 ............................................................
For Water Supply, do., Goullnirn. laid on Tabic, 281 ..........................................................................
For Improvements to l-siko Macquarie, do , laid on Tabic, 2SL ......................................................................
For Water Supply, Sydney and Suburb3, do , 23 L .............................................................................................
For General Rost Olliee, do., 281 .......................................................................................................................................

685-693
983

RETIRED .1UDGES PENSIONS BILL:—
Motion made (Jfir. C'oAm) for Committee of the Whole, 166 ; Message from Ooyrrnor, ICS
House in Committer, and resolution agreed to, 109; mid 1°, 175; read 2°, commiited.
reported with amendments, and report adopted, 221 ; road 3°, and sent to Council, 226

returned without amendment, 256 ; assent reported, 267 ...........................................................

583

REVENUE OF MUNICIPALITIES (Sec “ MUNICIPALITIES.”)
REVENUE RECEIVED FROM LAND ALIENATED (Sec “CROWN LANDS”)

RICE, JAMES, CONDITIONAL PURCHASE OF (Sec “CROWN LANDS.”)
RIGHTS OF ATTORNEYS EXTENSION BILL:—
Motion made (A/i-. A. G. Tatfior) for leave to bring in, and read 1°, 186; Order of the Day
postponed, 200.
RTNGBARKING ON CROWN LANDS (See “CROWN LANDS”)
RIVERS.

Motion made (Dr. Ross) for Return showing amount expended on, up to the prdsent period, 219,
ROADS (Sec also “TOLLS”) :—
GiurrojT to Glhs Lvnhs:—
Motion made (Af>. IN. J. Fergus.ion) for Return showing amount expended on, during 1831 and
1832, 41; Return to Order laid on Table, 85................................................................................
Atimidale to Glk>’ Txneb:—
Motion made

(3fr.

IN,

J. Fergus-son}

for Return showing amount; voted for and expended on

during 1881 and 1882, 55; Return to Order, laid on Table, 133................................................. )■ 2
South Coast, tiibouch Shoalhavex :—
Motion made (Mr. Hampberg) for statement showing particulars of money expended on, 96
Return to Order hud on Table, 181............................................................................ ................... J
Is Tim Covxtifs of Goiuiox and Ashbukkhax :—•
Motion made (Dr. Boas) for list of, and amount expended on during the last ten years, 129.
Mais

aud

Mikoi: :—

601
603

_

Motion made (ilf;-. Qarreit) for sum to make additional provision for out of Additional Surplus
Revenue, and negatived, 200.
Neat! Jambs Caeeolt’s Conditioxai, Purchakk at Botoboiab:—
~
Motion made (Mr. A. G. Taylor) for copies of correspondence, Ac., connected with James Carroll’s
complaint against Surveyor Anderson, 234.
Tnitocon Cattaiu Vise’s Graxt, Pejak :—
...
.
Motion made (ilfr. McCourt) for copies of papers, plans, &e., in connection with opening of, 255
SuDORDIKATE, UNDEIt DEFAItTMEXT —
Return laid on Table, 115 ........................................................................................................................
Subohdinate, undue Tbustees :—
Return laid on Tabic, 115........................................................................................................................
In Namoi Electokate : —

Return laid on Table, 120................................................................................ . .....................................
ROGERS, THOMAS JAMES, CONDITIONAL PURCHASE OE (Sec “ CROWN LANDS.”)
ROMAN CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT ORPHANAGES, PARRAMATTA:—
Return respecting laid on Tabic, 174 ....................................................................................................
ROSS, JOSEPH (See “GLASS WORKS, CAMPERDOWN.”)
“ ROSLTN CASTLE” (See “ IMMIGRATION.’’)
ROTTON’S ESTATE BILL: —
Petition presented (Mr. Combes) for leave to bring in, 49; leave given, 54; read 1°, 70; referred
to Select Committee with Report, &c, of Session 1832, 76; Report brought up, 90; read 2'
committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 115; read 3° and sent to
Council, 120, returned with amendments, 148; amendments agreed to, and message to
Council, 158; assent, reported, 171 ....................................................... ....................................
ROYAL COMMISSION (See "COMMISSION.”)
RULINGS OF SPEAKER (See “SPEAKER.”)
RUNS IN COUNTIES OF GORDON AND ASIIBURNIIAM :—
Motion made (Dr. Ross) tor Return showing particulars of, since 1843, to the present date, 55,
RUSSELL, JULIA :—
_
Petition from, respecting alleged pecuniary lav3 through herhousc being quarantined, presented, 101.
RYLSTONE (See “RAILWAYS;” «Lo “MAGISTRATE, POLICE, RYLSTONE.”)

SANITARY SUBJECTS :_
Papers on, laid on Table, 15 .....................................................
SAN FRANCISCO MAIL .SERVICE (See " POSTAL.”)
SAVINGS BANK, GOVERNMENT:—
Statement of Arevunta for 1882, laid on Table, 174 ................
SCHEDULE TO ESTIMATES FOR 1883 (Sec “FINANCE.”)
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SCHOOL OF AORTCULTUKE ANH MOLKL FARMS
Motion made (Mr. William Clarke) in fm-onr of establishment of, and withdra-vm, 121.
SCHOOL TEACHERS (See “'ELUCATION.”)
SCHMALFUSS, MRS. —
Further application from, sister of the laic Dr. Ludwig Leichhardt, for pecuniary assistance, laid
on Table, 49 .............................
1
J
’
SCOLLIX, THOMAS (See "POLICE.”)
...........................................................
SCOTT, MR., LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEER .—
Instructions to, on visit to England and America, laid on Table, 76
SCRUBS (See " PINE SCRUBS.”)
...........................................
SELECT COMMITTEES (See also "REPORTS”):—
Balloting-
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1025

3

611

for

Sessional Order passed, 21.
Appointed :—

During the Session............................................................................
.......................................................................

1

385

Blandford Proprietary School Bill, 70..................................................................
Rotton’s Estate Bill, 90.........................................................................
.................
Kiumu Tramway Bill, 97.....................................................................................
..............
Australian Gaslight Company’s Bill, 110.................................................................................................
Albury Gas Company’s Bill, ] 19 .................. ..................................
.
Redhead Coal-mme Rndwnv Bill, 135................................................... ;............
Earnshnw’s Estate Bill. 150 .......................................................................
.................
Ileley’a Estate Bill, 150............................. ................................................
...................................
Cohen’s Estate Bill, 189..............................................................................
......................
Mort’s Bay Improvement Bill, 105 ..............................................................................
Claim of Hugh Espio Stephenson, 234.............................................. ................................ !..................
IVollongong Gas-light. Company’s Bill, 24 ...........................................................
............
Working of tho Fisheries Aet of I8S1, 251................................................................ ]..........................
The ease of Cantain Armstrona. 2G0
" '
................
SEMPILL, THE LATE ROBERT HAMILTON....................................................................................
Report of IT. Selwyn Smith, Esq., on defalcations of, laid on Table, 140; Eiirlhcr corrcstxmdenco
laid on Table, 235 ......
*
’
SESSIONAL ORDERS
..................................................................................................................
Passed, 20, 21, 22, 94.
SHERVEY. ROBERT VALENTINE (Sec "CROWN LANDS.’’)
SLAUGIlTER-HOrSES AT GLEBE ISLAND (See “GLEBE ISLAND,”)
SMALL-POX (See also " QUARANTINE," also “ RUSSELL, JULIA”)
Motion made (Afr. Abigail) for Return of claims paid arising out of the late visilation, 120Return to Order laid on Table, 199 ................................................................
Report of Board of Health upon 1881-1882. laid on Table, 166 ............. ....
.......................
SMITH, H. SELWYN (See “SEMPILL, THE LATE ROBERT HAMILTON”1................................
SMITH, JOHN (See “ CROWN LANDS.”)
' 1
SMITH, THE HONORABLE JOHN iSee “ CROWN LANDS ”)
SOUTH COAST ROAD THROUGH SHOALHAVEN (See “ROADS”)
SPARKS v. BOURKE (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE") ’
SPEAKER1
Motion made (Jfr. -Ramt) _and seconded (Mr. Henry Clarice),—J\m\, Sir George Wigrnm Allen do
take tbe Chair of this House, as Speaker, and negatived on division 5
Motion made (Mr. Had) and seconded (Mr. GarrefC),-That Edmund Barton, Esquire, do take the
Chair of tins House as Speaker, and agreed to, 5.
Reports that House had been to Got eminent House and that the Speaker had been pre'ented to
the Governor, 7.
Reports receipt of Commission to, to administer the Oath, 7.
Reports validity of Election notwithstanding delay in return of Writs, 9, 13,
Informs House of issue and return of Writs, 13, 27, 131, 137.
’
Communicates to A. G. Taylor, Esquire, resolution of House on breach of privilege, 141.
Lavs minute authorizing application of balance, on Table, 14., 77, IGG ..............................................
Reports discrepancies between names endorsed on Writs and names of Members, 14.
......
Reports attendance of House in Council Chamber to hear Governor's Opening Speech, 16.
Reads Governor’s Opening Speech, 16
0 1
’
Lays on Tabic Warrant appointing Committee of Elections and Qualifications, 14; reports
maturity of warrant, 35.
Reports Governor’s Reply to Address in reply to Governor’s Opening Speech, 19.
Informs House of resignation of John McElhone, Esquire, as a Member for East Sydney, lie]
having also been elected as a Member for The Upper Hunter, 14.
*
|
Reports receipt of Deputy Speaker's Commission to administer the Oath, 25.
Informs House that Clerk had been summoned to produce Records in a Court of Law 95 129 181
Indisposition of, 236, 239.
’“ 1 '’
\
Names Mr Buchanan for being guilty of wilfully disobeying the ruling of the Chair, 278.
Presents Bills for Royal Assent in Council Chamber, 281.
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Vote

of

Chairman

on

Private Bins:—

Sessional Order passed, 21,
Reports

Rulings

brought

of

:—

ur:—

’

Omits the word “Brummagem” from notice of motion, and motion that Mr. Speaker had
improperly done so, negatived, 71.
CaUs attention to amendments made by the Council in the Inscribed Stock Bill, which he thought
to be a money Bill, 108 ; Bill laid aside, 108.
That the Judges Salaries and Tensions Bill was in accordance with the order of leave, 151.
That clause 3 in the Judges Salaries and Pensions Bill, increasing the pensions of retired Judges
was not within the scope or title of tho Bill, nor covered by the Governor’s Message, 151
That proposed Amendment in oUhsc 3 of tho Criminal Law Amendment Bill, with reference to
practice m Court, of Barristers and Atlorncys, is not within tho scope of the Bill, 164.
Hint proposed Amendment in clause 3 oi the Criminal Law Amendment Bill, with reference to
practice m Court, of Barristers and Attorneys, is in order, 164.
That proposed Amendment in clause 3 of the Criminal Lav Amendment Bill, with reference to
practice m Court, of Barristers and Altornevs, is not in order, 164
That proposed Amendment in clause 342 of the Criminal Law Amendment Bill, with reference to
practice in Court, of Barristers and Attorneys, is not in order, 176.
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FATEHS.
von.

SriSATCER (t'OHiinifarf) :—
ItUT.INOS OF {cOntifM’ti) —

Whether dausc 3iG of the Oriminnl Law A.nicndinont Bill, as 1o evpensos of witnesses, had been
made the subject of a Point of Order at (.ho proper stage, 179.
■
That Criminal Law Amendment Bill is properly before the House, and that the Stflth clause
relating to tho payment of witnesses, did not involve an expenditure of public money, 390.
That clauses 337,4.18, 411), and 420, of the Criminal Law Amendment Bill, do not involve a charge
upon the public revenue, 201.
That Amerdnient in clmso 20 of the Licensing Act (Amendment Bill) of lS33,was neither beyond
the scope of the Bitl, nor outside the order of leave, 200.
Rutjxos of Deputy Spkaxek :—

That clause 5 of the Licensing Act (Amendment Bill) of 18S3 did not involve an eipcnditurc ol
public money, 242.
As to amendment on a word proposed to be inserted in place of word left out of clause 8 in tbe
tlic Licensing Aet Amendment Bill, 242.
SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT
31, 45. 59, 157, 166.
STANDING ORDERS
Suspension of, 22, 31, 90, 157.
.
STANDING ORDERS COMMITfEE : —
Sessional order passed, 21.
STATE CHILDREN'S RELIEF DEPARTMENT:—
Report of Dr. Rcnwieli, President, on, laid on Table, 260..................................................................
STEAM RAILWAY FERRIES (Sec “RAILWAYS.”)
STEARTNE, DUTY ON —
Notice respecting, laid on Table, 140 ..................................................................................................
STEPHENSON, HUGH ESPIE (See “CROWN LANDS.”)
ST. JAMES’S SCHOOL (See “EDUCATION.")
ST. LEONARDS, LAND AND WHARF AT
Motion made (Air. Abigail) for copies of minutes, papers, plans, cite., having reference to the!
applications of Messrs. Stuart aud Harnett for, 15G; Return to Order, laid on Table, 234....
STOCKS, MR. J., J.P. : Return to Order (Session 1S81), hud on Table, 277 ............................................................................
STUART, ALEXANDER, ESQUIRE (See also “ ST. LEONARDS”):Scat of, ns Member for Illawarra declared vacant, on acceptance of OtHeeof Colonial Secretary, 12
rc-clccted and sworn, 13.
SUBSIDIES FOR CONVEYANCE OF MAILS (Sec “POSTAL.”)
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES (See “ FINANCE.”)
SUPPLY:House to resolve itself into Committee, 16.
Sessional Order passed, 21,
House in Committee, 22, 55, 90, 91, 94, 97, 107, HI, 116, 125, 129, 134,116, 159, 196, 208.
Resolutions reported. 22, 55, 90, 159, 208.
Resolutions agreed to, 23, 55, 90, 159, 213.
Order of the Day discharged, 265.

855

67

47
499

Divisions in :—
Gknbkai, EsmiATES foe

1883:—
Executive Council, 295.
Volunteer Force, 296.
Public Instruction. 301.
Chairman leave Chair, Ac, 301.
Training Ship “Wolverene,” 30(1.
Sui’l'J.EMKNTAEY ESTIMATE FOH 1882 AND L’jtKVIOrg Yj'.AHS: —
Governor’s Country Residence, 306.

H M 8. " Wolverene,” 306.
SuitriAJS Revenue Estimate, 1883 ; —
Immigration, 307, 308.
Improving and Clearing tho Mumimhirlgoe River, 308.
Improvements at Glebe Island Abattoir, 309.
Residence of His Excellency the Governor, 324.
Loan Estimate, 1883 ■ —
North Shore Junction with Southern and Northern Junction Rail wav, 325 (“i.
SUPREME COURT JUDGES SALARIES AND PENSION BILL (See “JUDGES SALARIES
AND PENSIONS BILL.”)
SUPREME COURT PROCESS FACILITATION BILL : —
Motion made (3fr, Levien) for leave to bring in, 102, read l3,145; Order of the Day postponed, 196.
SURVEY DEPARTMENT:Motion made (Hfr. Ollijpi) for return showing names of Temporary Draftsmen employed in, 133 ;
Return to Order, laid on Table, 145.............................................. ...............................................
SURVEY OE THE COUNTY OF GORDON (See “CROWN LANDS.”)
SURVEYORS (See “RAILWAYS.”)
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS (See "STANDING ORDERS.”)
SYDNEY IMPROVEMENT BOARD (See “CITY OF SYDNEY IMPROVEMENT BOARD.”)
SYDNEY COBPORATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL:Motion made {Mr. O'Connor) for leave to bring in, 45 ; read 1°, 45; Order of the Day postponed,
86, 97 ; read 2° and committed, 102; House again in Committee and no report, 134.
SYDNEY CORPORATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2):—
Motion made (jIL-. O'Cohbos-) for leave t.o bring in, 14a ; read 1°, 146; read 2° and committed,
158 ; Order of the Day postponed, 179, 196 ; further considered in Committee, reported with
amendments, and report adopted, 227; Order of tho Day postponed, 238; recommitted,
reported 2° with further amendment,a and report adopted, 251; road 3“ and sent to
Council, 257.
SYDNEY CORPORATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 3)
Motion made (Mr. Diii.v) for leave to bring in and re..: 1°, 207; refid 2°, committed, reported
without amendment, and ir^orl adopted, 213; road 3° and sent to Council, 220; re-turned
without amendment, 256 ; assent reported, 267.
SYDNEY PHOTOGRAPHS (See “ PHOTOGRAPHS OF SYDNEY.”)
.

t

603

1

ixsii

INDEX.
31EFEIIIKCES

TO THE VOTES AND PROCKIJDINGSj VOL. I —SESSION 1SS3.

PATEIIS.

^'OL.

J'AOE.

T
TALLOW-MELTING ESTABLISHMENT {Sco " GLEBE ISLAND.”)
TAYLOR, ADOLPHUS GEORGE, ESQUIRE
'
Resignation of, ns a Member lor Mmlgeo, anil scat declared vacant, 91; rc-clccl.ed, 131; sworn,
140; brencli of pririlcgo bj, IdO; disnrderlj-words used by, talon down by Clerk, and analogy
made bv. 190.
‘
TELEGRAPHS
Delayed Telegrams ;—
Rcgulntior.s regarding, laid on Table, 70.................................................................................................

3

17

1

971

2

385

2

557

2

563

1

539

1

975

The Fixakcial Statement ;—

Motion made (jtfr. Barns) for return shewing cost of telegraphing to England, 193 ; Return lo
Order laid on Table, 2S0 ........................................................................................
TEMORA AND GULGONG, APPRAISEMENT OF TOWN LOTS AT:—
""
Motion made (Mr. Spring) for copies of papers in connection with, 102.
TEMPORARY DRAFTSMAN (See "SURVEY DEPARTMENT”).
TENDERS FOR MATERIALS REQUIRED BY THE GOVERNMENT j —
Motion ninde (Mr. Sydney Smith) in favour of calling for in Hie colony as well as elsewhere, 256
THOMPSON, MR., OE BUXKULLA
'
Petition from Inyercll respecting legal expenses paid by, in connection with ft grazing ri<di(, pre
sented, 234 ..............................................................:......................................... .....
TIMBER RESERVES..............
Motion made (Mr. Barbour) for return shewing particulars of, 269.
TOLLS ON RANDWICK ROAD
Motion made (Mr. Trictett) in farour of abolition of, and debate adjoumod, 157; Ordcrof the Day
postponed, 179; debate resumed and motion withdraw!), 196.
TRAMWAYS : —
Gaels systej[ :—
Report on, laid on Table, 15.....................................................................................................................
Construction and ivoeking of :—
Motion made (Mr. Sydney Smith) for Return showing particulars of, 51.
Tram oaes:—
*
”
Motion made (Mr. Sydney Sin UK) for return showing particulars of cost, construction, Ac., SO.
Double-decked cahhiagys :—
Motion made (dfr, Trickett) ftgainst further uso of, and negatived, 102.
Mr. Geoege Downe :—
Copy of instructions giyen to on visit to England and America laid on Table, 190 ..........................
Resumption of Land in George and Pitt Streets :—
Motion made (Mr. Garrard) for copies of letter?, paper?, Ac., having reference to, 199
TREASURER’S ADVANCE ACCOUNT
Motion made (Mr. Levied) for return showing particulars of sums paid out, of, between 1879 and
1882, 60; Return to Order laid on Table, and not ordered to bo printed, 103,
TREATY WITH MONTENEGRO (Sec "MONTENEGRO.”)
'
TRESPASS ACTIONS IN DISTRICT COURTS:—
Petition from frcc-seleetors, farmers, and others, complaining of frequency of, presented, nnd rend
by Clerk, 31..............................................................
..........
"
TRESPASS BILL (Seo “LIMITATION OF ACTIONS FOR TRESPASS BILL'')...........................
TRIAL SURVEYS (Sec " RAILWAYS.”)
TRUST MONEY'S DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS:—
Erom 1st April, 1882, lo 31b1, March, 1883, laid on Table, 24o ........................................... ..............

TI

UNAUTHORIZED EXPENDITURE (1SS3) INDEMNITY BILL :—
Motion made (Mr. DiMi) for leave to bring in. 46 ; road 1°, 50; read 2°, committed, reported
without amendment, and report adopted, 59 ; read 3°i and sent to Council, G3 ; returned
without amendment, 125 ; assent reported, 131.
USHER OF BLACK ROD :—
Delivers message from Commissioners, 3, 7.
Do.
do.
Governor, 14, 281.

V
VACANT SEATS
Illawarra, 12.
St. Leonards, 12.
East Sydney, 12, 14.
West Maitland, 12.
'
New England, 12.
Newtown, 12.
■
Gunnednh, 12,
Redfern, 12.
' Mudgoe, 91.
The Upper Hunter, 91.
VALIDATION BILL (See " CONDITIONAL PURCHASES VALIDATION DILL.”)
VINE, CAPTAIN (See " ROADS.”)
VOLUNTEER FORCE, CLOTHING FOR: —
Motion made (Mr. Ifvltoroic) for copies of correspondence, minutes, Ac., having reference lo
caiilnii't? for during 1831 mid 1882, 255.
VOTE OF CREDIT (See "CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL.”)

xxxiii

INDEX,
PAPEBS,

JIISFRHESCES TO THE TOTES AND FBOCEEDiyGSj TOL. I—SESSION 18S3,

TOL,

PAOE.

w
WALK A RESERVOIR (Sea “WATER SUPPLY.”)
WALLACE, BENJAMIN, CONDITIONAL PURCHASE OF (See “CROWN LANDS.”)
WARANGESDA (See “ABORIGINES.”)
WATER FRONTAGE RESERVATIONS, NORTH SHORE:—
Tracing showing between Bradley’s Head and Lane Cove, kid on tablo, 278 .................................. 1
WATER SUPPLY■

131

CONSERTATION OF WiTEE :—

Motion made (Mr. Lyne) for Royal Commission to inquire into and report upon, and negatived, 71.
Waxka Reservoir :—
Motion made (Mr. Brunker) for correspondence respecting tenders for, in connection with the }• 3
Hunter River Water Supply, 14B ; Return to Order laid on Tablo, 208 ........................ ..........

1031

Goulet;riN :—

Notification of land resumed for, laid on table, 281......................................................... ....................
Sydney

and

9S3

Suburbs :—

Notification of land resumed for, laid on Table, 281............................................................................. J
WAYS AND MEANS
House to resolve itself into Committee, 16.
Sessional Order passed, 21.
House in Committee, 23, S5 (Financial Statement), 76, 78, 90, 91, 159, 213,
■
Resolutions reported, 23, 90, 91, 159, 213,
Resolutions agreed to, 23, 90, 91,169, 213.
Order of tho Day discharged, 265.
Estimates of, for 1883, laid on Table, 55.................................................................................................
.
Explanatory statement of Public Accounts for 1883 as embodied in, laid on Table, 55 ..................
WENTWORTH WHARF (Soo “ GARDNER, JAMES.”)
WEST SYDNEY (Sea " ELECTORAL.”)
■
WHARF, MOSS MAN’S BAY (See “MOSSMAN’S BAY.”)
WHARF, ST. LEONARDS (See "ST. LEONARDS.”)
WHARFAGE AND TONNAGE RATES ACTS OF 1880
Additional Regulations, laid on Tablo, 15 .............................................................................................
WHARFAGE AND TONNAGE RATES ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Assent reported to Bill of last Session, 16.
WHITE SPIRITS :—
,
Return respecting imported, during 1880,1881, and 1882, laid on Table, 199..................................
WINES (See “ COLONIAL WINES," also “ BORDEAUX WINE EXHIBITION.”)
WOLLONGONG GAS-LIGHT COMPANY'S BILL:—
Petition presented (Jfr, Poole) for leave to bring in, 60; leave given, 86, read 1°, 101 i referred to
Select Committee, 189; Report brought up, 241; read 2°, committed, reported with an amend
ment, and report adopted, 257 ; read 3°, and sent to Council, 264; returned without
amendment, 273; assent reported, 277 ...................................................... ....................................")
WOORE, MR, P.M, CASINO (See “ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.”)
WORKING OF THE FISHERIES ACT OF 1881 :—
Motion made (Mr. Premlin) for Select Committee to inquire into and report upon, 42 j Report
brought up, 251; adopted, 269..........................................................................................................
WORKING OF THE LAND LAWS (Seo “CROWN LANDS.”)
WORKS OF ART PURCHASED BY THE PARKES GOVERNMENT:—
’
Motion made, as a matter of privilege (Mr. McElhene) that the word “ Brummagem ” had been
improperly omitted by Mr. Speaker from the motion, and negatived, 71.
Motion made (ilfr. McElhotie) for return showing cost and particulars of, 71.
WRECKS, REGISTER OF:—
On the Coast of New South Wales, for 1882, laid on Table, 199 ................................. .................... „
WRIGHT, FRANCIS AUGUSTUS, ESQUIRE :—
Seat of, ns a Member for Redfern declared vacant on acceptance of office of Postmuster-General,
12; re-elected and sworn, 13.
WRITS OF ELECTION :—
Clerk announces receipt of, for the new Parliament, 1.
Illawarra, 13.
St. Leonards, 13.
East Sydney, 13, 27.
West Maitland, 13.
New England, 13.
Newtown, 13.
Gunnedah, 13.
Redfern, 13.
Mudgee, 131.
Tbe Upper Hunter, 137.

983

1
1

865
949

3

127

2

69

821

831
3

35

Y
YOUNG, MR. LAMONT AND PARTY:—
Motion made (Mr. Bay) for Select Committee to inquire into mysterious disappearance of, at
Bcrmagui in 1881, 196; Return to Order, laid on Table, 255; Return referred to
Committee, 260 .................................................................................................................................

2

445

1

411

z
ZIMMLER, MR. CHARLES, J.P.:—
Correspondence respecting appointment of to, and removal from, the Commission of the Peace,
laid on Tabic, 15..................................................................................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of letters, minutes, &c., for and against appointment of, to
the Commission of the Peaee, 51.
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1883.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

POSTAL COMMUNICATION WITH LONDON.
(RETURN.)

Ordered h/ tlic Legislative Assembly to be printed, 6 March, 1883.

RETURN to an Order made b_y tho Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New
South Wales, on the lOih Eebmary, 1883, That there be laid upon the Table of
this House,—
<f A Return showing,—
“ (1.) The time taken by the Pacific Mail Company in the delivery of each
“ mail to and from London and Sydney since the commencement of their
“ present contract, with the cost of the same to the Colony.
“ (2.) The like information with reference to the P. & 0. S. N. Company
“ for the same period.
“ (3.) The like with reference to the Orient S. N. Company since it has
“ been running.”

{Mr. Young.)

202—A

2

POSTAL COMMUNICATION WITH LONDON.

KETURN showing tho time taken by the Pacific Mail Company in the delivery of eacli mail to and from
London and Sydney since the commencement of the present contract.
Inwards.

City of Sydney

...

...

...

...

Australia
...
City of New York
Zealandia
...
City of Sydney
Australia
...
City of Now York
Zealandia
...
City of Sydney
Australia
...
City of New York
Zealandia
...
City of Sydney

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
. .
...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

Australia

...

...

..

...

No. of clays
occupied
between London
and Sydney.

Rate of Arrival at
Sydney.

Date of IDoparture
from London,

Name of Steiunei1.

1S7S.
5 December
...
1879.
2 J anuary
...
30
„
...
27 February
...
27 March ...
...
24 April ................
22 May
................
19 June ...
...
17 July
................
14 August...
...
11 September
...
9 October...
...
6 November
...

1879.
23 January

...

49

February
...
March................
April ...
...
May
...
...
June ...
...
July
...
...
August...
...
„
................
September
...
October...
...
November
...
December
...
1880.
...
... 16 January

47
47
47
46
46
48
45
45
47
45
45
46

15 February
...
15 March ...
...
14 April ...
...
9 May
...
...
6 June ...
...
3 July
................
1 August................
1 September
...
25
„
. r,
23 October...
...
20 November
...
18 December
...
1881.
...
... 19 January
...
... 14 February

45
46
48
45
45
44
45
48
44
44
44
44

14 March ...
...
9 April ................
9 May
...
...
3 June ...
...
1 July
...
...
30 „
................
30 August................
22 September
...
21 October...
...
16 November
...
19 December
...
1882.
...
... 16 January
...
... 11 February

46
44
46
43
43
44
47
43
43
41
46

14 March ...
...
9 April ................
6 May
...
...
4 June ...
. -.
30 „
................
29 July
................
24 August...
...
22 September
...
20 October...
...
IS November
..
15 December
..

47
45
44
45
43
44
42
43
43
44
42

18
18
15
12
9
9
3
31
30
26
23
22

4 December
1880.
1 January
...
29
26 February
...
26 March ...
...
22 April ................
20 May
................
17 June ...
...
15 July
................
12 August................
9 September
...
7 October...
...
4 November
...

43

... 2 December
... 30
„
1SS1.
...
... 27 January
...
... 24 February
...
... 24 March ...
... 21 April................
... 19 May
................
... 10 June . .
...
................
... 14 July
...
... 11 August...
...
... 8 September
...
... 6 October
...
... 3 November

48
46

... 1 December
... 29
„
1882.
,
Australia
...
...
...
...
... 20 January
...
City of New York ...
...
...
... 23 February
...
Zealandia
...................................................... 23 March................
City of Sydney
...
...
...
... 20 Apiil ................
Australia
...
...
...
...
... 18 May
...............
City of New York ...
...
...
15 Juno ...
...
Zealandia
...
...
...
... 13 July
...
...
...
City of Sydney
...
...
...
,.. 10 August-...
..
Australia
...
...
...
...
... 7 September
City of New York ...
...
...
... 5 October...
..
Zealandia
...
...
...
...
... -3 November

46
44

...

City of New York ...............
................
Zealandia
...
...
...
...
...
City of Sydney
...
...
...
...
Australia
...
...
..
...
...
City of New York ...
...
...
...
Zealandia
...
...
...
...
...
City of Sydney
...
...
...
...
Australia
...
...
...
...
...
City of New York ..........................................
Zealandia
..
. .
...
...
...
City of Sydney
...
...
...
...
Australia
................
............................
City of New York
Zealandia
...

...
...

City of Sydney
Australia
...
City of New York
Zealandia
...
City of Sydney
Australia
...
City of New York
Zealandia
...
City of Sydney
Australia
...
City of New York

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
..
...
.............................
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
..
...
...
..
...
...
...
...
...
...

Zealandia
...
City of Sydney

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

■

3
3
RETURN showing time taken by tho Pacific Mail Company's vessels—continued
Outwards.

Pate of Departure
from Sydney.

Name of Steamer.

1879.
February
...
March ...
...
April ................
May
................
Juno ...
...
July ................
August................
„ ...
...
September
...
October
...
November
...
December
...
1880.
..,
... IS January

1879.
January
...
„
...
February
...
March ...
...
April ................
May
................
June ...
...
July
...
...
August...
...
September
...
October...
...
November
...

City of New York .........................................
Zealandia
...
...
...
...
...
City of Sydney
...
...
...
...
Australia
...
...
...
...
...
City of New York ...
...
...
...
Zealandia
.......................................................
City of Sydney
...
...
...
...
Australia
...
...
...
...
...
City of New York ...
...
...
...
Zealandia
...
...
...
...
...
City of Sydney
...
.............................
Australia
...
...
...
...

2
30
27
27
24
22
19
17
14
11
9
(j

City of New York

.,,

Zealandia
...
City of Sydney
Australia
...
City of New York
Zealandia
...
City of Sydney
Australia
...
City of New York
Zealandia
...
City of Sydney
Australia
...
City of New York

...
...
...
...
..........................................
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

4 December
1880.
1 January
...
29i7
jf
■
2G February
...
25 March................
22 April ....................................
20 May
....................................
17 June ................
15 July
................
12 August...
...
9 September
...
7 October...
...
4 November
...

Zealandia
...
City of Sydney

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

..........................................
...
...
...
...
...............................................................................................
...

...

...

...

..............................................................................................

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

Australia
...
...
...
...
...
Citv of New York ..........................................
Zealandia
.......................................................
City of Sydney
..........................................
Australia
...
...
...
...
...
City of New York ...
...
...
...
Zealandia
...
...
...
...
...
City of Sydney
...
...
...
...
Australia
...
...
...
...
City of New York ...
...
...
...
Zealandia
...
...
...
...
...
City of Sydney
Australia
...
City of New York
Zealandia
...
City of Sydney
Australia
...
City of New York
Zealandia
...
City of Sydney
Australia
...
City of New York
Zealandia
...
City of Sydney
Australia
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

..............................................................................................
...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

.. ■

...
...

.................................................................

...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...

...

...
...
...
.............................
...
•••
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

No. of days
occupied
between Sydney
and London.

Date of Arrival at
Loudon.

2 December
...
30
„
...
1881.
27 January
...
24 February
...
24 March................
21 April ................
19 May
................
1C June ...
...
14 July
...
...
11 August...
...
S September
...
G October...
...
3 November
...

10
16
13
11
7
6
2
30
28
28
23
22

18
13
12
10
3
4
3
+JU
29
26
22
21
21

February
...
March ...
...
April ................
May ................
Juno ...
...
July ....................................
August...
...
jj

...

September
October
November
December
JSS1.
19 January
20 February

. . .
...
...
...
...

...
...

March ...
...
April ...
...
May ................
June ...
...
J uly
................
„
................
August................
September
...
October
...
November
..
December
...
1882.
...
... 14 January
..
... 12 February

1 December
29
„
1882.
20 January
...
23 February
...
23 March ...
...
20 April ....................................
38 May
....................................
15 Juno ................
13 July
...
...
10 August...
...
7 September
...
5 October
...
2 November
...
30
„
...

14
23
7
5
2
31
26
23
21
18
17

14
7
4
2
30
27
24
21
20
16
16

March....................................
April ...
...
May ...
...
June ...................................
„

....................................

July ................
August................
September
..
October
...
November
...
December
...
Information not

45
45
45
45
44
44
44
44
45
47
45
46
45
48
44
46
46
42
45
47
45
45
43
45
47
48
52
46
58
44
45
44
45
43
43
43
43
44
44
45
47
43
42
43
43
42
42
42
43
42
44
yet to hand.

RETURN

'

4
4
RETURN showing the time taken by tho Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company in the delivery
of each mail to and from London and Sydney, since the commencement of the present contract with
the Pacific Mail Steamship Company.
Inwards.

1
] Bate of Arrival at '
■ Sydney overland from
1
Melbourne.

Date of Departure
from London,

Name of Steamer.

Assam ...
Tanjore
Siam ...
Assam ...
Tanjore
Siam ...
Assam ...
Tanjore
Siam ...
Assam...
Tanjore

1878.
...
...................................................... 22 November
...
...
...
...
...
... 20 December
1879.
...
...
...
...
...
... 16 January
...
...
...
...
...
... 14 February
...
...
...
...
... 14 March................
...
...
...
...
... 11 April ................
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 9 May
...
...
...
...
...
... G June ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 4 July
...
...
...
...
...
... 1 August...
„
................
...
...
...
...
... 29
...
...
...
-...
...
... 26 Sejjtember
...
...
...
...
...
... 31 October

Siam ...
Indus ...
Assam ...

...
...
...

...
...
...

...
...
...

...
...
...

Deccan
...
Tanjore
...
Bangalore
...
Siam ...
...
Assam ...
...
Hydaspes
...
Malwa...
...
Tanjore
...
Bangalore
...
Siam ...
...
Assam ...
...
Hydaspes
...
Kaiser-i-Hind ...
Malwa...
...
Bangalore
...
Assam ...
...
Siam ...
...
Hydaspes
...
Malwa...
...
Piosetta
...
Khedive
...
Bokhara
...
Siam ...
...
Cathay
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... ■
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

Hydaspes
Peshawur
Rohilla

...
...
...

...
...
...

...
...
...

Tanjorc
Siam ...

...
...
...

Brindisi
...
...
...
...
Bokhara
...
...
...
...
Cathay......................................................
Hydaspes
.........................................
Rosetta
...
...
...
...
Khedive
...
...
...
...
Kashgar
...
...
...
...
Bokhara
...
...
...
...
Cathay.,,
...
...
...
...
Hydaspes
...
...
...
...
Venctia
...
...
...
...
Malwa ...
...
...
...
...
Kaiser-i-Hind ...
...
...
...
Bokhara
...
...
...
...
Cathay
...
...
...
...
Hydaspes
...
...
...
...
Venetia
...
...
...
...
Ravenna
...
...
...
...

1879.
6 January
1 February

No. of days
occupied
between London
aud Sydney.

...
...

45
43

March ...
...
„
................
April ...............
May
...
...
J une ...
...
July
...
...
August...
...
September
...
October...
...
November
...
December
...
1880.
...
... 1 January
„
...
... 19
„
...
... 31

46
42
41
43
41
41
45
43
41
42
41

16 Febniai'y
...
27
„
...
15 March' ...
...
25
„
................
15 April ...
...
21
„
................
6 May
................
20 „
................
4 J une ...
...
17 „
................
1 July
..............
15 „
................
28 „
................
11 August................
26 „
...............
15 September
...
22
.........................
6 October...
...
9*2
““T
SJ
•••
”■
4 November
...
19
„
................
2 December
...
17
„
................
30
„
................
1881.
...
... 13 January
...
... S February
...
... 27 January

45
42
45
41
48
40
41
41
42
41
41
42
40
40
41
47
40
40
43
41
42
41
43
41

3
28
24
24
19
17
18
13
9
7
11

... 21 November
... 5 December
„
... 19
1880.
...
... 2 January
„
...
... 16
„
...
... 30
...
... 13 February
„
...
... 27
... 12 March................
... 26
„
................
... 9 April ................
.
■1
***
7 May
................
,
.
21 „
................
4 J une ...
...
.
IS „
................
2 July ................
.
.
16 „
................
.
60 „
................
13 August
...
j,
10 September
...
24
„
...
8 October
...
22
„
...
6 November
...
19
„
...

3 December
31
„
17
„
1881.
14 January
...
28
„
...
11 February
...
25
„
...
11 March ...
...
9q
, t,
...
8 April ................
22
„
................
6 May
..............
20 „
..............
3 June
..
17 „
..............
1 July
..............
15 „
..............
29 „
..............
12 August...
..
26
„
...
..
9 September
••

24 February
...
11 March ...
...
23
„
................
G April ...
...
20
„
................
5 May
...
...
20 „
................
1 June ...
...
16 „
................
2S........................
14 July ...
..
27 „
..............
10 August...
..
24
..............
8 September
..
21
„
..............
4 October...
..
is
„
..............

41
45
43

"

41
39
41

.

41
42
40
40
40
41
42
40
41
39
41
40
40
40
41
40
39
39

5
5
RETURN showing the time taken by the P. and 0. S. N. Co.’s Yp.^oh—continued.
Inwards—continued.

Name of Steamer.

Date of Arrival at
Sydney overland from
Melbourne,

Pate of Departure
from London.

1881.
Indus ................................................................... 23 September
7 October
Rohilla...................................................................
21
„
Rome ...
...
...
Carthage
....................................................... 4 November
18
„
Surat ...
...
...
...

1881.
1 November
.,.
16
„
................
29
„
................
13 December
...
30
„
................
1882.
...
... 14 January
... 27
„
................
7 February
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

2 December
......................................................
IG
„
...
...
...
...
....................................................... 30
1882.
...
Assam................................................................... 13 January
„
...
Shannon
....................................................... 27
...
Clyde................................................................... 10 February
„
...
Indus ...
...
...
...
...
... 24
10 March ...
...
Rohilla...
...
...
...
...
24
„
................
Carthage
...
...
...
...
...
Hydaspes
....................................................... 7 April ...
91
...
...
Peshawur
...
...
...
...
... -i.
5 May ................
Malwa...................................................................
Sutlej ...
...
...
...
...
... 19 „
................
...
Mirzapore
...
...
...
...
... 2 June ...
Ravenna
...
...
...
...
... 16 „
................
................
Rome ...
...
...
...
...
... 30 „
...
Clyde ...
...
...
...
...
... 14 July ...
Indus ...
...
...
...
...
... 28 „
................
Rohilla................................................................... 11 August................
Verona................................................................... 25 „
................
..
Ancona
...
...
...
...
-.. 8 September
22 „
...
Peshawur
...
...
...
...
...
Kaiser-i-Hind................
............................. 6 October...
................
Rosetta
...
...
...
...
... 20 „
..
Assam ...
...
...
...
...
... 2 November

Khedive
Mirzapore
Rosetta

No. of days
occupied
between London
and Sydney.

■

39
40
39
39
42
43
42
39

25
„
................
8 March ...
...
21
„
................
6 April ...
...
19 „
................
3 May
................
19 „
................
1 June ...
...
14 »
................
28 „
................
12 July
................
25 „
................
8 August................
22
„
................
6 September
...
22
„
................
6 October...
...
20
„
................
13 November
...
16
„
................
30
„
................
15 December
...

43
40
39
41
40
40
42
41
40
41
40
40
39
39
40
42
42
42
52
42
41
44

Date of Arrival
in London.

No. of days
occupied
between Sydney
and London.

Outwards.
Name of Steamer.

Tanjore
Siam ...
Assam ...
Tanjore
Siam ...
Assam ...
Tanjore
Siam ...
Assam...
Tanjore
Siam ...

...
...
...
...
...
...
................
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
■•■
•■•
...
...
.............................
...
...
...
■■■
...
...
...
...
■ -.
■■•
...
...
...
...
...
...

Date of Departure
overland
from Sydney.

1879.
8 March ...
...
G April ................
3 May
................
31 ...........................
27 June ...
...
27 July
................
26 August...
...
19 September
...
18 October...
...
13 November
...
13 December
...
1880.
...
... 12 January
...
... S February'

1879.
22 January
...
19 February
...
19 March................
14 April
...
12 Mav
................
9 June ...
...
7 July
................
4 August...
...
1 September
...
1 October...
...
29
„
................

Assam................................................................... 2G November
Tanjorc
....................................................... 23 December
1880.
20 January
...
Siam ...
...
...
...
Indus ...
...
...
...
...
... 3 February
„
...
Assam...
...
...
••• 17
...
Deccan...
...
...
...
...
... 2 March ...
„
................
Tanjore
...
...
...
...
... 16
„
................
Bangalore
...
...
...
...
... 30
10 April ................
Siam ...
...
...
...
...
................
Assam ...
...
...
...
...
... 24 „
11 Mav
................
Hydaspes
...
...
...
...
................
Malwa...
...
...
...
...
. • ■ 25 „
8 June ...
...
Tanjore
......................................................
,
Bangalore
...
...
...
...
... 9.9
...
...
Siam ...
...
...
...
...
... 6 July

4
18
1
15
28
12
26
10
25
11
24
8
22

March................
„
................
April ................
„
................
„
................
May
................
„
................
June ................
„
................
July
................
j?
•••
■
August...
...
„ ................

45
40
45
47
4G
48
50
4G
47
45
45
47
44
44
44
44
44
43
43
4G
47
45
47
46
47
45

6
6
RETURN showing the time taken hv the P. & 0. S. N. Co.'s vessels—
Outwards—continued.

Name of Steamer.

■

Assam...
...
...
...
Hydaspes
...
...
...
Kaiser-i-Hind ...
...
...
Malwa ...
...
...
..
Bangalore
...
...
...
Assam.........................................
Siam ...
...
...
...
Hydaspes
...
...
...
Malwa.........................................

...
...
...
■•■
. ■.
•■■
•■■
................

Rosetta
Khedive
Bokhara

•••

...
...
...

...
...
...

...
..
...

■••
...

[Bate of Departure
overland
from Sydney.

20
3
17
31
13
30
13
27
................ 10

Date of Arrival
in London.

1880.
July . ,
...
August................
„
................
„
................
September
...
„
...
October...
...
„
................
November
...

1880.
8 September
...
16
„
...
30
„
...
13 October...
...
28
„ ................
12 November
...
24
„
...
8 December
...
22
1881.
■ 5 January
... 19
„
...
...
... 1 February

... 24
-j*
8 December
•■•
... 22
„
1881.
Siam ...
...
...
...
...
... 5 January
...
Cathay...
...
...
...
...
... 17
„
Hydaspes
...
...
...
...
... 31
„
...
Rohilla...
...
...
. .
...
... 14 February
...
Peshawur
...
...
...
...
... 28
„
...
Brindisi
...
...
...
...
... 14 March ...
...
Bokhara
...
...
..
...
. . 2S „
................
Cathay..,
...
...
...
...
... S April ................
Hydaspes
...
...
...
...
... 22
Rosetta
...
...
...
...
... 7 May
................
Khedive
...
...
...
...
... 91 j,
...
...
Kasghar
...
...
...
...
... 4 J une ...
...
Bokhara
...
...
...
...
... 18 „
................
Cathay...
...
...
...
...
...
2 July ................
Hydaspes
...
...
...
...
... 16 „
...............
V enetia
...
...
...
...
... 30 „
................
Malwa...
...
...
...
...
... 13 August...
...
Kaiser-i-Hind...................................................... 27
„
................
Bokhara
...
...
...
...
... 10 September
...
Cathay................................................................... 26
„
...
Hydaspes
...................................................... 10 October...
...
Venetia
...
...
...
...
... 24
„ ................
Ravenna
......................................................
7 November
..

No. of days
occupied
between Sydney
and London.

50
44
44
43
45
43
42
42
42
42
42
42

16
„
...
28
„
...
14 March ...
...
29 „
................
10 April ................
25 „
................
8 May
...............
23 „
................
7 June ...
...
21
5 July
................
19 „
................
2 August................
16
„
................
29
„
................
11 September
.,,
25
„
...
10 October...
...
24
„ ..............
7 November
...
21
4 December
,..
18
„
...
1882.
... 2 January
...
... 18
„
...
... 29
„
...

42
42
42
43
41
42
41
45
46
45
45
45
45
45
44
43
43
44
44
42
42
41
41

12 February
...
27
„
...
12 March
...
27
„
................
10 April ................
24 „
................
9 May
................
99
6 June ...
..
18 „
..............
3 J uly
...
...
19 „
................
2 August...
...
15
.........................
4 September
.,.
20
„
...
29
„
...
11 October.,,
...
25
„ ................
10 November
...
23
„
...
6 December
...
18
„
...

41
42
41
41
41
41
42
41
45
43
44
46
46
45
50
53
48
46
46
48
44
43
41

Indus ................................................................... 21
„
Rohilla...
...
...
...
...
... 5 December
Rome ...
...
...
...
...
... 19
„
1882.
Carthage
...
...
...
,,,
... 2 January
...
Surat ...
...
...
...
...
... 16
„
■■
Khedive
...
...
...
...
... 30
„
...
Rosetta
...
...
.,,
...
... 14 February
...
Mirzapore
...
...
...
...
... 28
„
...
Assam ...
...
...
...
... 14 March ...
...
Shannon
...................................................... 28
„
...............
Clyde ................................................................... 11 April ................
Indus ...
.*.................................................... 22 „
...............
Rohilla................................................................... 6 May
...
...
Carthage
...
...
...
...
... 20 „
...............
Hydaspes
...
,,,
...
...
... 3 June ...
...
Peshawur
..
...
...
...
... 17 „
................
Malwa...
...
...
...
,,.
,,. 1 July
..
...
Sutlej ...
..
...
...
...
15 „
................
Mirzapore
...
...
...
...
... 29 „
................
Ravenna
...
...
...
...
... 12 August...............
Rome ...
...
...
...
...
... 26
„
................
Clyde...................................................................
9 September
...
Indus ...
...
...
...
...
... 23
„
...
Rohilla................................................................... 10 October..,
...
Verona...
...
...
...
... 24
.......................
Ancona
...
...
...
...
... 7 November
...
Peshawur
...
...
...
...
... 21
„
)
Kaiser-i-Hind ...
...
..
..
..
5 December
>
Rosetta
...
...
...
...
... 19
„
J

Information not yet
to hand.

42
44
44

7

RETURN showing the time taken by the Orient Steam Navigation Company in the deli very of eacli mail
to and from London and Sydney since it lias been running.
] NWAHDS.

Name of Steamer.

1878.
28 November
...
28 December
...
1879.
29 January
...
20 February
...
26 March ...
...
23 April ...
...
21 May
................
18 June ...
...
16 July
................
13 August...
..
10 September
...
8 October................
5 November
...

Lusitania
Garonne
J ohn Elder
Chimbarazo
Cuzco ...
Aconcagua
Lusitania
Garonne
John Elder
Chimborazo
Cuzco ...
Aconcagua
Orient ...

John Elder
Sorata ...
Chimborazo
Cuzco ...
Aconcagua
Orient ...
Cotopaxi
Lusitania
Liguria,..
Garonne
Potosi ...
Chimborazo
John Elder
Sorata ...
Cuzco ...
Aconcagua
Orient ...
Cotopaxi
Lusitania
Liguria,,.
Potosi ...
Garonne
Chimborazo
J ohn Elder
Cuzco ...
Aconcagua
Cotopaxi
Orient ...
Lusitania
Liguria
Potosi ...
Chimborazo
J ohn Elder
Uuzco ...
Cotopaxi
Orient ...
Garonne
Lusitania
Liguria
Potosi ...
Chimborazo
John Elder
Sorato ...
Cuzco ...
Cotopaxi
Orient ...

1879.
24 January
22 February

March ...
April ...
May
...
June ...
July ...
August...
September
October...
„
. .
November
December
1880.
... 21 January
... 18 February

Lusitania
Garonne

* ...

No, of days
occupied
between London
and Sydney.

Date of Arrival at
Sydney overland from
Melbourne.

Date of Departure
■ from London.

3 December
31
„
1880.
14 January
...
20 February
...
16
„
...
5 March ...
...
19
„
................
2 April ................
16 „
................
30 „
................
14 May ...
...
28 „
..............
11 June ...
...
25 „
................
9 July ................
23 „
................
6 August...
...
20
„
................
3 September
...
17
„
...
1 October...
...
15
„
................
29
„
.................................

17
17
14
11
10
9
3
1
27
26
20

1 March ...
6 April ...
8
„
...
21
„
...
7 May
...
15 „
...
31 „
...
16 June ..
30 „
...
21 July
...
23
„
...
13 August...
25
...
9 September
24
„
...
8 October...
20
„
...
3 November
18
„
...
1 December
15
„
...
1881.
12 November
... 3 January
26
„
................ 13
„
...
10 December
... 27
„
...
15 Eebmary
24
„
.................................
1881.
7 January
... 22
„
...
21
„
................ 9 March ...
4 February
... 21 „
...
5 April ...
17
„
.................................
4 March ...
... 21 „
...
13 May ...
25 „
.................................
13 April ................ 3 June ...
29 „
................ 15 „
...
13 May
................................
1 July ...
27 „
.................................
11 „
...
10 June ...
...
25 „
...
24 „
.................................
12 August...
8 July ................................. 23
„
...
j,
...
...
5 September
5 August...
...
26
„
...
8 October...
19
.................................
2 September
. .
20
„
. .
16
„
. .
. . 1 November
30
„
................ 18
„
. .
14 October...
... 29
„
...
28
„
................ 8 December

57
56
...

...
.

.

...

47
50
49
49
50
52
49
49
47
49
45
49
49
47
48 ■
52
47
49
43
45
47
47
54
42
49
47
48
49
49
47
47
48
47
47
52
48
48
53
46
47
45
47
48
49 .
51
47
49
45
45
49
46
45
52
50
48
46
49
46
41

8
8
11ETUR-N showing the time taken by the Orient Steam Navigation Company’s vessels—continmd.
Ik wards—continued.
!
Name of Steamer.

Date of Arrival at
: Sydney overland from
!
Melbourne.

Date of Departure
from London.

1881.
11 November
...
OF*
!) December
...
30
„
................
1882.
13 January
...
27
„
................
10 February
...
24
„
................
10 March ...
...
24
„
................
6 April ................
21
„
................
5 May
................
19 „
................
2 June ...
...
16 „
................
30 „
................
14 July
................
23 „
................
11 August................
25 .,
................
8 September
...
o*>
6 October...
...
20
„
................
3 November
...

Garonne
Lusitania
Liguria
Potosi ...
Chimborazo
John Elder
Sorata ...
Cuzco ...
Cotopaxi
Orient
Lusitania
Liguria
Garonne
Austral
Potosi ...
Cliimborazo
John Elder
Sorato ...
Cuzco ...
Cotopaxi
Liguria
Austral
Garonne
Potosi ...
Orient ...
Chimborazo

1882.
9 January
...
12
................
24
„
................
17 February
...
4 March ...
...
17 „
................
28 „
................
14 April ...
...
25 „
................
8 May
... '
...
04
................
3 June ...
...
26 „
................
29 „
................
19 July
................
2 August................
16
„
...............
28
„
................
12 September
...
23
„
................
12 October
...
1 November
...
11
„
................
23
„
................
4 December
...
22
„
................

No. of days
occupied
between London
and Sydney.

59
48
46
49

.

50
49
46
49
46
45
4.8
43
52
41
47
47
47
46
43
48
53
50
48
45
49

Outwards.

Name of Steamer,

Aconcagua
Lusitania
Garonne

John Elder
Chimborazo
Cuzco ...
Aconcagua
Lusitania
Garonne
John Elder
Chimborazo
Cuzco ...
Aconcagua
Orient ...
Lusitania
Garonne
Jolin Elder
Chimborazo
Sorata ...
Cuzco ...
Aconcagua
Orient...
Cotopaxi
Lusitania
Liguria
Garonne
Potosi ...
Chimborazo

Date of Departure
overland from Sydney.

Date of Arrival
at London.

1879.
1 March ...
...
29 „
................
5 M ay
................
23 „
................
27 June ...
...
27 July
................
26 August................
25 September
...
26 October...
...
22 November
...
20 December
...
1880.
20 January
...
...
... 5 February

1879.
11 January
...
13 February
...
13 March ...
...
10 April ................
10 May
...
...
10 d une ................
9 July
................
12 August................
10 September
...
7 October................
5 November
...

3 December
23
„
1880.
29 January
...
18 February
...
11 March ...
...
3 April ................
17 „
................
1 May
................
15 »
................
29 „
................
12 June ................
26 „
...............
10 July
................
26 „
................
9 August...
...
23
.........................
7 September
...

11 March ...
...
5 April ...
...
26 „
................
19 May
................
1 June ...
...
10 „
................
3 July
................
13 ...........................
22 „
................
4 August................
22
„
................
2 September
...
21
„
...
2 October,..
...
18
„
................

No. of days
occupied
between Sydney
and London.

49
44
53
43
48
46
48
44
46
46
45
48
44
41
46
46
46
45
40
49
45
40
39
43
38
43
40
41

9
9
RETURN showing the time taken by the Orient Steam Navigation Company’s vessels—continued.
Outwards—continued.

John Elder
Cusco ...
Aconcagua
Orient ...
Cotopaxi

Name of Steamer.

Date of Departuj-e
overland from Sydney.

.....................................................
...
...
...
...
..
...
...
...
...
..
...
...
...
...
..
...
...
...
...
,.

1880.
10 September
...
5 October................
16
„
................
1 November
...
15
„
...

Lusitania
...
...
................
..
Liguria
...
...
...
...
..
Potosi..................................................................
Garonne
Chimborazo
J ohn Elder
Cuzco ...
Aconcagua
Cotopaxi
Orient ,,,
Lusitania
Liguria
Potosi ...
Chimborazo
John Elder
Sorata ...
Cuzco ...
Cotopaxi
Orient ...
Garonne
Lusitania
Liguria
Potosi ...
Chimborazo
John Elder

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
..
...
...
...
...
..
...
...
...
...
..
...
...
...
...
..
...
...
...
...
,.
...
...
...
...
...
.......................................................
.......................................................
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
..
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
,,,
......................................................

Sorata ...
Cuzco ...
Cotopaxi

...
...
...

...
...
...

...
...

1880.
30 October
14 November
30
„
8 December
23
„
1881.
... 10 January
... 22
„
... 3 February

...
...
...
...
...

40
40
45
37
38

...
...
...

42
39
37

4 March ...
..
12 „
................
On
-•-J J]
.H
10 April ................
24 „
................
5 May
................
16 „
................
4 June ...
...
16 „
................
1 July
...
...
24
. .
6 August...
...
18
„
................
1 September
...
11
„
...
29
„
...
18 October...
...
31
„
................
12 November
...
28
„
...
11 December
...
26
„
...
1882.
...
... 10 January
... 23
„
...
...
... 4 February

46
40
39
41
41
40
37
42
40
41
43
42
40
41
37
40
45
42
40
42
41
42

12
..
5 March ...
...
2 April ...............
15 „
................
18
................
1 May
................
15 „
................
29 „
................
11 June ................
18 „
................
3 July
................
27 „
................
7 August................
28
„
................
21 September
...
2 October...
19
„
................
16
„
................
30
„
................
10 November
...
15
„
...
2 December
...

40
40
41
46
42
42
41
42
44
37
37
47
45
49
61
59
62
45
42
45
37
40

29
„
14 December
28
„
1881.
17 January
...
31
„
...
14 February
...
28
„
...
14 March................
26 „
................
9 April ................
23 „
................
7 May
................
“01
Ml })
11 June ...
...
25 „
................
9 July
................
29
_r_ jj
...
...
5 August.,.
...
20
„
................
3 September
...
19
„
...
3 October...
...
17
„
................
31
„
................
14 November
..

... 28
„
... 12 December
... 26
„
1882.
Orient ...
...
...
...
...
... 3 January
...
Lusitania
..................................................... 24
Liguria
................
................
... 20 February
,,,
Garonne
...
...
...
...
... 28
„
..
Potosi ...
...
...
...
...
... 7 Moreli ...
...
Chimborazo ...
...
,,.
...
... 20 „
................
John Elder
...
...
...
...
... 4 A]nil ...
...
Sorata.......................................................
17 „
................
Cuzco.............................
............................. 28 ............................
Cotopaxi
...
...
...
...
,,, 12 May
................
Orient ...
...
...
...
...
... 27 „
................
Lusitania
...
...
...
...
... 10 June ...
...
Liguria
...
...
...
...
... 23 ............................
Austral
...
...
...
...
10 July
................
90
Garonne
...
...
...
...
--1 >>
Potosi ...
...
...
...
... 4 August...
...
Chimborazo ...
...
...
...
... IS
„
................
John Elder
....................................................... 1 September
...
Sorata ...
...
...
...
...
... IS
„
...
Cuzco ...
...
...
...
...
... 26
„
...
Cotopaxi
...
...
...
...
... 9 October
...
Liguria
...
...
...
...
... 23
Garonne
...
...
...
...
... 29 November
...
Potosi
...
...
...
...
... 11 December
...
Orient ...
...
...
...
...
... 25
„
...

202—B

...
...
...

No. of Days
occupied
between Sydney
and London.

Date of Arrival
in London.

43
42
40

> Information not yet to hand.

RErURN s.hnwiu*' tlie cost of the San Francisco Hail Scr\'ico since the commencement of the Pacific Mail
Steamship Company’s present contract, and the same with reference to the Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company and Orient Steam Navigation Company for the same period.
1
Y ear.

1879.........................................
1880.........................................
1881..........................................
1882.........................................

S<an Francisco Mail
Service, net cost.

£

s.

20,661
23,794
25,401
20,254

4
4
0
0

d.
7
4
0
0

|

Peninsular and Oriental
Company, net cost.

£
s. d.
2,760 9 10
2,972 lo 5
4,15o 0 0
4,737 0 0

Sydney : Thomas Tlicl’ardSj Government rmiter.—1SS3,

[OJ.]

Orient S.N. Company,
net cost.

V

)

Nil.

1883.

Legislative Assembly,
NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

MUDGEE POST AJSTD TELEGEAPH OEFIOE.
(RETURN OF DIMENSIONS, &o.)

Ordered bij the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 3 April, 1883.

11ETUKN to an Order of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South
Wales, dated 20th March, 1883, That there be laid upon the Table of this
House,—“ A Return showing:—
“ (1.) The dimensions of the room or rooms used for public business at the
“ Mudgee Post Office.
“ (2-) The like information with reference to the Mudgee Telegraph Office.
£< (3.) The dimensions of the apartment at the convenience of persons
“ wishing to write telegrams for transmission.
“ (4.) The dimensions of the apartment for the delivery of letters and
“ newspapers, specially showing the portion set apart as a Money Order
“ Office.
“ (5-) The number of persons employed in the Post and Telegraph Offices
c< at Mudgee.
“ (6.) The number of letters and telegrams received and despatched at
“ these offices during the year 1882, and the number and value of the
“ money orders transmitted during the same period.”
(Mr. A. G. Taylor.)

BETURN respecting Mudgee Post and Telegraph Office.
Uioienslin of
room used for
JNwt Otttfe
1>usin<*9.

Dimensions
Number Number
of per Number ofNumber
Dimensions of at&rtinpnt at
Dimensions i of per* sons
letters
em of letters des
of room used convenience of of apartment for Isons cmfor telegraph persons wishing delivery of letters 1 ployed ployed received patched
in
Teleduring
business.
to write
and newfipapers.* in Post
during
1832.
telegram 9.
Office. ff»pb
1382.
Office.

Nitmber|Nu^ber
Number of tele- mof
Value
of tele
of money
grams
orders'
received
transmitted
during
during
16S2.
1882.
1382* during
J“*
1882.
£

m. i soit

Iftft. X 14ft

14ft. x 4ft

&ft.

x

4ft Cin.

3

6

214,163

200,672

10,325) 10,087

' No special portion is set apart for Money Order business, which is transacted in tho since riven under this hcadint rhio docs not include the number received at Mudgee for re-transmission, which was 32,302,

General Post Office,
Sydney, 2nd April, 1883.
[3,7.]

307—

2.2S9

3. rf.

7,855 13 0

♦
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1883.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES*

LETTER-CARRIERS.
(PETITION FOR INCREASED REMUNERATION.)

Beceived h\j the Legislative Assembly, G March, 1883.

To the Honorable tbe Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled.
The humble Petition of the undersigned Letter-carriers,—
Respectfully Showeth :—

1. That your Petitioners are engaged as Letter-carriers in connection with tho General Post
office, at Sydney.
2. That the salaries received by your Petitioners as such Letter-carriers range from £100 to £156
per annum, according to grade, and that the greater number of your Petitioners have been employed in
the Public Service for a considerable time, in some instances as long as thirty years.
_
3. That your Petitioners are with difficulty, in consequence of tbe increase of house-rent and high
price of necessaries in Sydney aforesaid, unable to maintain and support themselves and families out of
the salaries so received by them as aforesaid; and that as the duties of your Petitioners require their
early attendance at the office in the morning they arc compelled to reside in or as near to Sydney
aforesaid as possible.
_
L That tho labours of your Petitioners have been increased of late to four deliveries per diem,
instead of three as heretofore, and that your Petitioners are engaged almost constantly for a period of ten
hours daily, namely, from G'30 a.m. to 5'30 p.m., in discharging their duties, as well as delivering on
public holidays one delivery at least.
5. That the salaries paid to your Petitioners are much less than persons employed in a similar
trade by the Government, and much less than the wages paid to artizans, workmen, and lahourera
engaged in the various trades or callings in Sydney aforesaid, namely :—
Painters, who receive from !)s. to 11s. a day of eight hours.
Stonemasons, who receive from 11s. to 14s. a day of eight hours.
Plasterers, who receive from 9s. to 11s. a day of eight hours.
Bricklayers, who receive from 11s. to 13s. a day of eight hours.
Warders (Gaol), who receive from 7s. to 9s. a day of eight hours.
Turncocks, who receive from 9s. to 11s. a day of eight hours.
Labourers, wbo receive from 7s. to 10s. a day of eight hours.
6. That your Petitioners are exposed, in the discharge of their duties, to all kinds of weather, and
that very great responsibility is attached to the discharge of such duties in a proper manner.
Your Petitioners therefore respectfully pray that your Honorable House will be pleased to
favourably consider the matter of this Petition.
{Sere follow 69 signatures.1

[3<M;

230—
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*

Legislative Assembly.

NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

SAN FRANCISCO MAIL SERVICE.
(MESSAGE No. 33.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 19 April, 1883.

AUGUSTUS LOFTUS,

Message No. 33.

Governor.
In accordance with the provisions contained in the 51th section of the Constitution Act, the
Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of making
provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with the Maintenance of Steam Postal Communi
cation between Sydney and San Francisco.
Government Mouse,
Sydney, 19//< April, 1883.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

ELEOTEIO TELEGEAPHS.
(REGULATIONS REGARDING “DELAYED” TELEGRAMS.)

lEcsmirb to $arliam£nt, pursuant to JUi 20 Lltd. |lo. 41,

sec.

0.

General Post Office,
Sydney, 16 January, 1883.
His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has approved of telegraphic
messages marked “ Delayed,” and handed in at any local station during business hours, being sent at half
the ordinary rates within the Colony, such messages to be transmitted to destination after the close of the
day’s business,—to take effect from the 1st March next.
E. A. WEIGHT.

[3d.]
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SINKING OF THE “ AUSTRAL.”
(TOWERS OF THE MARINE BOARD AND THE IMPERIAL BOARD OF TRADE-OPINION
OF ATTORNEY-GENERAL.)

Ordered hy the Legislative Assembly to be printed, I March, 1883.

OPINION of the Hon. the Attorney-General in re the “Austral”
casualty, the Marine Board of this Colony, and the Imperial
Board of Trade.
My Honorable Colleague the Colonial Treasurer has referred to me for advice on the
question of the right of the Imperial Board of Trade to interfere with the jurisdiction of
our Marine Board in the conduct of official inquiries. 1 may say at once that no such
right exists ; nor am I aware that any such pretension on the part of the Board of
Trade has been made. On the sinking of the “ Austral,” tbe Marine Board would
appear, from papers sent herewith, to have entered on the inquiry, with which, in my
opinion, that Board should have proceeded to the end. On the 1st of December last
year a. letter was addressed by the Solicitors of the Orient Company, the owners of
the ship,^ to the Colonial Secretary, suggesting that directions should be given to
the Marine Board of this Colony to stay its proceedings in the matter of the inquiry
into the sinking of the vessel. It was represented in this communication that the
Imperial Board of Trade had ordered a full and searching inquiry in England
into this disaster, and that a telegram had been sent by the Imperial Government
to His Excellency the Governor, requesting the Marine Board inquiry to be stayed.
This telegram was received. As a matter of fact the proceedings were stayed, and no
inquiry was held by the Marine Board. I am now in possession of information which
shows^ how this was accomplished. In a despatch from the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, of date the 29th November, 1882, a copy of a letter from the Board of Trade,
of date the 25th November, is referred to. This communication formed the subject
of the telegram from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Governor. It
represented that it would be very desirable that the inquiiy should be held in England,
because questions of construction and stability were involved in it, wdiich could not
properly be investigated without the plans of the ship and the evidence of certain
scientific witnesses who were in England ; and it requested the Colonial Secretary
to move His Excellency the Governor to forego the projected inquiry. This was done and
the inquiry was no longer prosecuted. I am clearly of opinion that no circumstances
existed to justify the Marine Board in abandoning the inquiry. I know it is contended
that, under a provision contained in a recent Imperial Statute, a difficulty would have
arisen had the inquiry been proceeded with here. I am unable to perceive the existence
of any such difficulty. This vessel foundered in our harbour. Her sinking occasioned
the deaths of several persons. The material question for the investigation of the Marine
Board was whether this casualty was occasioned by the incompetency or misconduct of any
officers of the ship. All the evidence necessary for such an investigation could he
obtained
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obtained here—and nowhere else. The Marine Board could have procured it at once,
and without difficulty. By surrendering its functions, it has in all probability rendered
the procurement of such evidence impossible anywhere. By the 45th and 46th Victoria
chap. 46, it is provided that no inquiry should be held under the Act into any shipwreck
or other casualty, or charge of incompetency or misconduct, which has once been the siilject
of such an inquiry, and has been reported on by any competent Court or tribunal in any
part of Her Majesty’s dominions, or in respect of which the certificate of a master,
mate, or engineer, has been suspended or cancelled by a Naval Court; and also that
when any inquiry has been commenced in the United Kingdom no inquiry shall ^ he
made in the same case under the authority of this Act in any British possession.
Now, in the first place, no such inquiry had taken place at the time when the Marine Board
abandoned its inquiry.
It isneedless tosay no such inquiry had been reported upon by
a competent tribunal.Indeed, as far
as I can perceive from the papers, no such
inquiry had been, or has now been, entered upon by the Board of Trade ; and I am
informed no witnesses have left this Colony for England up to tbe present time to give
evidence in such inquiry. The consequence is that no satisfactory inquiry can now take
place at all. I am not in any way impressed by the argument as to the necessity of
scientific witnesses being called. It may have been very interesting as a question of naval
architecture to have obtained the testimony of such witnesses; but I am constrained
to point out that the absence of such witnesses from this country (which by the way
may be an entirely gratuitous assumption for all I know) furnished no justification for
tbe course pursued by tbe Marine Board. Their duty was clearly to ascertain^ whether
this casualty had been occasioned by incompeteney or misconduct. This question could
not have been affected in any way by peculiarities in the construction of the vessel, if any
such peculiarities esisted,for these circumstances should have been fully known to those
in charge of the ship, and who were responsible for her safety. To hold anything else
would be to suppose that this vessel was under the care of men who knew nothing
of the principles of her construction; and that such information could alone be
obtained from people in England who had nothing to do with the navigation of the ship.
I am clearly of opinion that the Marine Board surrendered its undoubted right to make
this inquiry,-and that the result of such surrender will necessarily he that no satisfactory
inquiry can be made at all, and that a failure of justice has taken place. The greatness
of the casualty, the magnitude of the interests, and the importance of the principles
involved in the case, have seemed to me to justify the labour which I have bestowed on
its consideration. I would suggest to my Honorable Colleague the Colonial Treasurer
that„in order to avoid the danger of the course which has been pursued being taken as a
precedent, a copy of this Opinion should be forwarded to the Marine Board for its
guidance.
Crown Law Offices, Macquarie-street,

WILLIAM BEDE DALLET,
Attorney-General.

February 27th, 1883.

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1883.
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MINUTE of tlie Marine Board.
The Marine Board have to acknowledge the receipt of the printed copies of the opinion
of the Honorable the Attorney-General upon their action with respect to the inquiry into
the foundering of the steamship “ Austral,” which opinion they remark had been supplied
to, and commented upon, by the Press, before it reached the Board.
The Board deprecate this action, because their conduct has thus been prejudged by
the public before the Board were allowed an opportunity of considering the opinion which
conveys so grave a censure upon them. It now appears, from the papers forwarded to
this office, that Mr. Dailey has given his opinion upon incomplete data, and that several
communications, including those from the late Colonial Treasurer, wdiich mainly guided
the Board in the action they took, have not been submitted to him at all. They
would also remark that the papers now received by the Board, with Mr. Dailey’s
opinion, and which appear to have formed the grounds for that opinion, have never
been seen by tbe Board until now, and therefore it is needless to say could have had no
influence upon their action in the matter. Under these circumstances they respectfully
request, in justice to themselves and for their future guidance, that these papers should
be forwarded to the Honorable the Attorney-General, and he be at once moved to give
bis opinion as to whether, in view especially of the communications from the Treasury, the
Marine Board would have been justified in defiantly going on with the “Austral” inquiry
after the Colonial Treasurer had decided that the inquiry should not be held by them.
.
The Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade,

By order,
G.S.L., C/3/83.

The Attorney-General, for perusal.—G.B.D., 6/3/83.
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FUETHEPl OPINION of the Honorable the Attorney-General in
re the “ Austral ” Casualty, tlie Marine Board of this Colony, and
the Imperial Board of Trade.
My honorable colleague, the Honorable the Colonial Treasurer, has forwarded to
me the minute of the Marine Board, addressed to the Under Secretary for Finance
and Trade, concerning iny opinion of the 27th February, as to the conduct of the Marine
Board with respect to the inquiry into the foundering of the steamship “ Austral.”
Concerning their remark that the opinion had been made the subject of com
ments in the press beforo it reached the Board I have no observation to offer. The
document was laid on the Table of the Assembly by my colleague, and by that circum
stance became properly the subject for public discussion. The Mariuo Board complains
that several communications, including some from the late Colonial Treasurer, which, as
is alleged, mainly guided the Board in the action they took, were not submitted to me
before my opinion was asked, and that such opinion was consequently given upon
incomplete data. The Board also remarks that certain papers forwarded to the Board
with my opinion had not been seen by the Board previously. Under tliese circumstances
the Board requests, for its future guidance, that these papers should be forwarded
to mo, and that my opinion should be obtained as to whether the Board, in
view especially of certain communications from the Treasurer, forwarded herewith,
would 'have been justified in going on with the “Austral” inquiry after the
Colonial Treasurer had decided that the inquiry should not he held by the Board, The
papers forwarded to me consist of Lord Kimberley’s cablegram to His Excellency (of
which I was already aware), an inquiry by tho Governor as to whether the request con
tained in that telegram could be carried out, and three other communications, to which
I shall presently refer, neither of which I had actually seen, but of the substance of
which I was perfectly well aware, and neither of which affect tbe case in the slightest
degree. The first, dated 27th Xo vein her, is a letter from the Under-Secretary for
Finance and Trade, asking that the inquiry should he adjourned as the Home Govern
ment, at the instance of tho Board of Trade, were in communication with this Govern
ment on the subject. The two other documents are as follow :—
•
Telegram to Young, addressed to The Honorable James Watson.
“The Imperial Government have telegraphed to His Excellency, at the instance

of the Board of Trade, requesting that the inquiry re ‘ Austral ’ may be held in London,
on return of the vessel, instead of in Sydney. The telegram was forwarded to the
Treasury by His Excellency, and on my own responsibility I asked the Marine Board to
delay commencing proceedings. They adjourned accordingly till Monday next. I now
beg to ask whether there is any objection to the request of the Home Government.”
G.E,
1st Doc., 1882.
Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.
Telegram from Young, addressed to The Hon. G. Eagar, the Treasury.
“ I approve of the course you have taken in directing that the inquiry into the sinking of
the ‘ Austral’ shall not he held by the Marine Board.
’
JAMES WATSON,
1st Dec., 1882.”
I see nothing in either of these communications to justify the Marine Board in discon
tinuing the inquiry. The Colonial Treasurer had no authority whatever to arrest the
inquiry, or influence it in any way. If he could do such a thing in the case of the
“Austral,” at the request of any one in England, he could do so in any and every
case, and divest, by his individual action, the Marine Board of its entire jurisdiction.
The Marine Board should have at once resisted any such an encroachment on its
functions, and respectfully offered its protest against any such interference. The
Marine Board was alone charged with these important functions, and formed the
only proper Court of Inquiry into this matter; and the members of this Court, like
the members of all Courts, were hound to uphold its efficiency by executing its powers
and
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and preserving its independence. With regard to the papers which the Board alleges it
now sees for tho first time, I may remark that it would have hcen impossible for the
Board to have seen them at any earlier period. They have only just arrived from
England, and could not of course have been brought under the notice of the Board when
it abaudoned its inquiry. The papers in no way affect the question, which remains
precisely as I have stated it, and which is in effect that the only satisfactory inquiry
which could have taken place concerning this casualty was abandoned by the Marine
Board.
Attorney-General’s Chambers,
Sydney, 6th March, 1883.

WILLIAM BEDE DALLEY,
Attorney-General.

Sydney: Thomas Richard?, Government Printer.—183$.
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The Solicitor, Board of Trade, to The Shipping Master, Sydney.
In re foundering of “ Austral,”
Sir,

4 January, 1883.
Upon tbe return of the ncecssary witnesses to the United Kingdom, tbe
Boaix! of Trade contemplate holding an official, investigation into tbe circumstances
attending the damage sustained by this vessel through foundering at your port.
I shall feel much obliged if you will kindly obtain and send me depositions, duly
sworn before a Justice or Magistrate, in the manner prescribed by section 270 of the
Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, from any persons at Sydney who can give material
evidence in the matter, and particularly from the stevedore or other person who
unloaded the inward cargo, as to the weight, nature and position of the cargo and
bunker coals left on board the vessel, and as to whether, when she was unloaded, the
ballast tanks were entirely or partially full.
From some other person as to the position of the vessel, the depth of water in
which she was floating, and whether salt, fresh, or brackish, the manner in which she was
secured, and her draught of water and freeboard or clear side when unloaded.
If the vessel was moved between this time and the time she foundered, describing
the mooring, the stability of the ship during the process, the precise point where she was
again brought up, the depth and nature of water, and how secured.
As to whether between the time the vessel last anchored and her foundering the
water in the ballast tanks was increased or decreased, and if so to what extent.
From the merchant who supplied the outward cargo and coals, as to the weight,
nature, and description thereof.
From William Hadden, as to the stability or otherwise of the vessel, and he should
give full and distinct reasons for the opinion expressed. As to the list the vessel took
when alongside the wharf, and the cause thereof. As to loading the vessel upon the last
occasion ; and he should describe fully tho stowage and distribution of the coals and cargo
taken in, and as far as possible the weight of the quantities stowed in the several portions
of tho ship. As to the circumstances attending the foundering, and the cause thereof.
Please send me depositions from trimmers, stevedores, or other persons who can
give any material evidence in the matter; and I shall he glad if you will kindly request
the gentleman taking the depositions to carefully peruse the evidence given at the
inquest and the cross-examination of the witnesses, and to include iu the depositions the
evidence given at the inquest.
■
Will you kindly obtain and send me a copy of the evidence given at the inquest,
and the result thereof; and it will be convenient if you could have the depositions
sworn before a Magistrate or Justice by the persons who made them.
May I call your attention to the importance of this evidence being taken in a
careful and exhaustive manner, as a second reference to your port will naturally cause a
delay, and the detention of witnesses in this country for a period of three months.
I am, Ac.,
WALTER MURTON,
Solicitor, Board of Trade.
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Further Opinion of the Hon. the Attorney-General in re sinking of
the “ Austral” and the Imperial Board of Trade.
The Colonial Treasurer has to-day forwarded to me a letter from the Solicitor to the
Board of Trade, addressed to the Shipping Master here, and dated 4th January, 1883.
In this communication the Solicitor intimates that “ on the return of the necessary wit
nesses to the United Kingdom the Board of Trade contemplates holding an official
investigation into the circumstances attending the damage sustained by this vessel
through foundering in this port.” The Solicitor for the Board of Trade requests
the Shipping Master to obtain here and forward to England depositions duly sworn
before a Justice or Magistrate, from any persons in Sydney who can give material
evidence in the matter, and lie goes on to specify an immense mass of information which
he requires, and which could only he obtained by a searching investigation, conducted
by a competent tribunal having authority to summon witnesses, require their attendance
at any inquiry, and enforce the production of all documents relating to such inquiry ;
and administer oaths, or require statutory declarations of the truth of the statements
made in any examination. All the information which he now aslts could have been
obtained only by our own Marine Board. It is needless to say that the procurement
of such information forms no part of the duty of the Shipping Master, and that he is
clothed with none of the powers winch would enable him to obtain such information.
His duties under the Seamen's Law Consolidation Act 27 Vic. No. 13 are to facilitate
the making of apprenticeships to the sea service—to facilitate the engagement and dis
charge of seamen—and to keep a registry thereof,—and to perform such other duties as
are expressly committed to him by this Act, Among these the one which ho is now
asked to discharge is not included. He has no power wffiatover to do that -which the
35 Viet. No. 7 authorizes the Marine Board to do. The Marine Board could by
summons under the hand of the President require the attendance of all such persons as
they might think fit, upon any authorized inquiry, require answers or returns to any
questions, enforce the production of all papers, log-books, or any other documents
relating to any such inquiry, administer oaths or declarations of the truth of the
statements made in such inquiry. It appears to me that the section of the Imperial
Act to which the Solicitor of the Board of Trade draws the attention of the Shipping
Master is not applicable to the case. By section 270 of the 17 and 18 Victoria, chap.
104, it is provided that depositions made in the course of any legal proceedings
instituted in any part of Her Majesty’s Dominions may, if the witness cannot be
found iu the place where he has made his deposition, be used in any other place
than that in which it was made. It seems to me that by arresting the action of tho
Marine Board, which was tho only body before which legal proceedings could be
instituted for this inquiry, it has become quite impossible to do what is now desired.
1 may remark that I feci quite unable to account tor the course adopted of addressing
the Shipping Master on this important subject, and ignoring tbe Marino Board. The
only depositions taken in this important matter were those which were taken at the
Coroner’s inquest, held on the 13th, 14th, loth, 17th, 20th, and 21st November last.
On inquiring for these depositions at the office of the Minister for Justice, and requesting
that they should he forwarded to me with the view of determining whether I should
allow these original documents to leave the Colony, I find that in accordance with an
application, made on behalf of Captain Murdoch, recently commander of the “ Austral,”
the whole of the original depositions were forwarded for the information of the
Board of Trade in December of last year, and thus at this moment, as far as
I can gather, no original papers taken in connection with this matter in any Court now
exist in this Colony, and the only tribunal which could have undertaken the investigation
has been prevented from performing that duty.
Attorney-General’s Offices,
WILLIAM BEDE DALLET.
13th March, 1SS3.
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RETURN to an Order of tho Honorable the Legislative Assembly, dated 6th
March, 1883, That there be laid upon the Table of this House,—
“ Copies of all letters and telegrams that passed between the Secretary
“ °f State for tlie Colonies, His Excellency tho Governor, the late Treasurer,
“ and the Marine Board, in reference to the inquiry into the sinking of the
c‘ ‘Austral’ being stopped here and relegated to England.”
{Mr. See.)

,
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SINKING OF THE “AUSTKAL.”

No. 1.
Cablegram from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to His Excellency Lord
Augustus Loftus.
“ Austhajl,” Board of Trade desire inquiry here, on return of vessel.

should therefore not he held.

London, 24 November, 1882.
Inquiry appointed, Monday, Sydney

Telegraph reply.
KIMBERLEY.

No. 2.

•

Minute of His Excellency on No. 1.
Government House, Sydney.
Infobm Colonial Treasurer of this telegram, and inquire whether the opinion expressed can he carried

out..—A.L., 27/11/82.
Cablegram forwarded to Secretary of State.—li.B., P.S., 28/11/82.
Hixson,—G.E., 2/12/82.

Captain

No. 3.
The Under-Secretary for Einanee and Trade to The President of Marine Board.
Hear Mr. President,
Treasury, 27 November, 1882.
I understand tho. inquiry as to the upsetting of tbe “ Austral ” is to come on this afternoon.
I would ash you to adjourn it, as the Home Government, at tho instance of the Board of Trade, arc in
communication with tins Government on the subject.
Yours faithfully,
G. EAGAR.

No. 4.
Telegram from Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade to The Honorable
James Watson, Colonial Treasurer.
Thk Imperial Government have telegraphed to His Excellency, at the instance of the Board of Trade,
requesting that tho inquiry re, “Austral” may be hold in London on return of the vessel, instead of in
Sydney. Tlie telegram was forwarded to tho Treasury by His Excellency, and on my own riaponsibility
I asked the Marine Board to delay commencing proceedings. They adjourned accordingly till Monday
next. I now beg to ask whether lliere is any objection to the request of the Home Government.
1 December, 1882.
G. EAGAR,
Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.

No. 5.
Telegram from The Honorable James Watson, Colonial Treasurer, to UndcrSecietary for Finance and Trade.
appro vk of the course you have taken in directing that the inquiry into the sinking of the “Austral ”
shall not he held by the Marine Board.
1 December, 1882.'
JAMES "WATSON.

I

No. 6.
The Secretary of State for the Colonies to His Excellency Lord Augustus Loftus,
[N.S. Wales. No. 117.]
My Lord,
' Downing-streot, 29 November, 1882.
I have the honor to transmit to you, for communication to your Government, a copy of a
letter that has been received in this Department from the Board of Trade, respecting the inquiry into the
capsizing of the s.s. " Austral” while being laden at the port of Sydney.
This

3
This matter formed the subject of mv telegram to you of the 21 th instant and your reply of the
28th instant.
! have, &c.,
KIMBERLEY.
Col. Sec.—A.L., 16/1/83.
The Colonial Treasurer.—A.S., 13/2/83.
Einanee and Trade, B.C., 13/2/83.—GW.

Tho Under-Secretary for
*

[Enclosure to No. 6.]
The Secretary to the Board of Trade to The Under-Secretary of State, Colonial Office.
®'r'

T
Board of Trade, WhiLeliaU Gardens, 25 November, 1882.
i. j j
ciiroc t r £ t^ie
Trade to statQj for tbe information of the Earl of Kimberley, that it has been
represented to the Board of Trade that jt h very desirable that tlie inquiry should be held in this country into the c&paifcine:
oi tlie s.0. “ Austral ” while being laden at the port of Sydney.
1
‘
...
a.ro advised that questions of ronstraetion nnd stability are involved which cannot be properly investigated
witnont the plans of the ship and the evidence of certain scientific witnesses who are in England.
As the holding of an inquiry in New South Wales will preclude the holding of an inquiry in this country (except as an
appeal ease or by way of rehearing), f have to request that you will move His Lordship to request the authorities of New
SautJi Wales to forego tho projected inquiry into this case.
I have, &e.,
GEORGE L. SWANSTON.

No. 7.
Messrs. Salter and Barker to The Colonial Secretary.
8.S, “Austral.”
68, Hunter-st., Sydney, 1 December, 1882.
As the solicitors and on behalf of tlie Orient Company, tho owners of this ship, we have to
apply to you, as representing the Government here, to cause directions to be given to the Local Marine
Board m Sydney to stay proceedings in this Colony in the matter of an inquiry into the sinking of this
vesssel, which inquiry stands adjourned to Monday next. It has been notified to us from England that
the Imperial Board of Trade have ordered a full and searching inquiry in England into this disaster, where
scientific evidence from the designers, builders, and surveyors, as to the construction of the ship can be
had, without which no inquiry can be deemed satisfactory.
We are advised that a telegram has been sent by the Imperial Government to His Excellency tho
Governor, under section 3 of the Merchant .Shipping Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vie, c. 76),
colonial inquiry to be stayed. This Act provides expressly that when the English Board
ot 1 rade commence an inquiry no other one shall be held in the Colonies.
We therefore, for the above reasons, beg to support tho request of the Home Authorities. May we
suggest, as the matter ?.v so urgent, that the matter may be referred to the Attorney-General or Crown
Solicitor, so that action may be taken on this telegram before Monday.
We have, &c.,
_
--------SALTER & BARKER.
Will the Crown Solicitor kindly give an opinion with regard to this matter.—C.W. B.C., 4/12/82.

No. 8.
The Crown Solicitor to The Principal Under-Secretary.
Crown Solicitor's Office,
t5ir’
T ,
,
Sydney, 5 December, 1882.
n i -ic.
haVe tT , n0T 1,0 ro1'urn herewith Messrs. Salter & Barker’s letter to the Hon. the
Colonial, Secretary, of date 1st instant, respecting the s.s. “Austral,” and to state that I notice in this
mornings Herald Vaut the Marine Board yesterday agreed to stay proceedings and remit the inquiry
tor the consideration of the Board of Trade.
1 1
II is therefore not necessary that I should advise upon tbe matter
I have, &c.,
JOHN WILLIAMS,
Crown Solicitor.

No. 9.
Minute of the Honorable the Colonial Treasurer on No. 6.
The question raised on the “ Austral's" case is a very important one, and may affect the adminis

tration of the law m future cases. The right of the Board of Trade practically to ignore and suspend the
operation of the Navigation Act is a matter of law, and I would ask my Honorable Colleague the AttorneyGeneral to consider this case and favour me with his opinion thereon. The question is likely to crop up
m Parliament during the next few days.—G.R.D., 17/2/83
The Crown Solicitor, B.C., 19/2/83.—G.E.

No. 10.

4
No. 10.
Opinion of the Hon. the Attorney-General in re the ‘1 Austral ’ ’ casualty,
the Marine Board of this Colony, and the Imperial Board of Trade.
My Honorable Colleague the Colonial Treasurer has referred to me for advice on the
question of the right of the Imperial Board of Trade to interfere with the jurisdiction of
our Marine Board in tlie conduct of official inquiries. I may say at once that no such
right exists; nor am I. aware that any such pretension ou the part of the Board of
Trade has been made. On the sinking of the “Austral,” the Marine Board would
appear, from papers sent herewith, to have entered on the inquiry, with which, in my
opinion, that Board should have proceeded to the end. On the 1st of December last
year a letter was addressed by tbe Solicitors of the Orient Company, the owners of
the ship, to the Colonial Secretary, suggesting that directions should be given to
the Marine Board of this Colony to stay its proceedings in the matter of the inquiry
into the sinking of the vessel. It was represented in this communication that the
Imperial Board of Trade had ordered a full and searching inquiry in England
into this disaster, and that a telegram had been sent by the Imperial Grovernment
to His Excellency tlie Governor, requesting the Marine Board inquiry to he stayed.
Tins telegram was received. As a matter of fact the proceedings were stayed, and no
inquiry was held by the Marine Board. I am now in possession of information which
shows how this was accomplished. In a. despatch from the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, of date the 29th November, 1SS2, a copy of a letter from the Board of Trade,
of date the 25th November, is referred to. This communication formed the subject
of the telegram from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Governor. It
represented that it would be very desirable that the inquiry should be held in England,
because questions of construction and stability were involved in it, which could not
properly be investigated without the plans of the ship and the evidence of certain
scientific witnesses who wore in England ; and it requested the Colonial Secretary
to move His Excellency the Governor to forego the projected inquiry. This was done and
the inquiry was no longer prosecuted. I am clearly of opinion that no circumstances
existed to justify tho Marine Board in abandoning tlie inquiry. I know it is contended
that, under a provision contained in a recent Imperial Statute, a difficulty would have
arisen had the inquiry been proceeded with here. I am unable to perceive the existence
of any such difficulty. This vessel foundered in onr harbour. Her sinking occasioned
the deaths of several persons. The material question for the investigation of the Marine
Board was whether this casualty was occasioned by tbe incompeteney or misconduct of any
officers of the ship. All the evidence necessary for such an investigation could be
obtained here—and nowhere else. The Marine Board could have procured it at once,
and without difficulty. By surrendering its functions, it has in all probability rendered,
tho procurement of such evidence impossible anywhere. By the 45th and 'Kith Victoria
chap. 4G, it is provided that no inquiry should be held under tlie Act into any shipwreck
or other casualty, or charge of incompeteney or misconduct, which has once been the subject
of such an inquiry, and has been reported on by any competent Court or tribunal in any
part of Her Majesty’s dominions, or in respect of which the certificate of a master
mate, or engineer, lias been suspendedor cancelled by a Naval Court; and also that
when any inquiry has been commencedin the United Kingdom no inquiry shall bo
made iu the same case under the authority of this Act in any British possession.
Now, in the first place, no such inquiry had taken place at the time when the Marine Board
abandoned its inquiry.
It is needless tosayno such inquiry had been reported upon by
a competent tribunal.
Indeed, as faras I can perceive from the papers, no such
inquiry bad been, or has now been, entered upon by tbe Board of Trade; and I am
informed no witnesses have left this Colony for England up to the present time to give
evidence in such inquiry. The consequence is that no satisfactory inquiry can now take
place at all. I am not in any way impressed by the argument as to the necessity of
scientific witnesses being called. It may have been very interesting as a question of naval
architecture to have obtained the testimony of such witnesses; but I am constrained
to point out that the absence of such witnesses from this country (which by the way
may be an entirely gratuitous assumption for all 1 know) furnished no justification for
the course pursued by the Marine Board. Their duty was clearly to ascertain whether
this casualty had been occasioned by incompeteney or misconduct. This question could
not have been affected in any way by peculiarities in the construction of the vessel, if any
such peculiarities existed, for these circumstances should have been fully known to those
in charge of tlie ship, and who were responsible for her safety. To hold anything else
would be to suppose that this vessel was under the care of men who knew nothing
of the principles of her construction; and that such information could alone be
obtained from people in England who had nothing to do with the navigation of the ship.
1 am clearly of opinion that the Marine Board surrendered its undoubted right to make
this inquiry, and that the result of such surrender will necessarily be that, no satisfactory
inquiry can be made at all, and that a failure of justice has taken place. The greatness
of tho casualty, the magnitude of the interests, and the importance of the principles
involved in the case, have seemed to me to justify the labour which I have bestowed on
its consideration. I would suggest to my Honorable Colleague tbe Colonial Treasurer
that, in order to avoid the danger of tlie course which has been pursued being taken as a
precedent, a copy of this Opinion should be forwarded to the Marine Board for its
guidance.
WILLIAM BEDE DALLET,
Crown Law Offices, Macquarie-street,
Attorney-General.
February 27th, 1883.
'
No. II.
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No. 11.
The Secretary to the Marine Board to The Under-Secretary for
Finance and Trade.
5 March, 1883.
Thk Marine Board have to acknowledge the receipt of tho printed copies of the opinion
of the Honorable tlie Attorney-General upon their action with respect to the inquiry into
the foundering of the steamship “ Austral,” which opinion they remark had been supplied
to, and commented upon, by the Press, before it reached the Board.
The Board deprecate this action, because their conduct has thus been prejudged by
the public before the Board were allowed an opportunity of considering the opinion which
conveys so grave a censure upon them. It now appears, from the papers forwarded to
this office, that Mr. Dailey has given his opinion upon incomplete data, and that several
communications, including those from the late Colonial Treasurer, which mainly guided
the Board in the action they took, have not been submitted to him at all. They
would also remark that the papers now received by the Board, with Mr. Dailey’s
opinion, and which appear to have formed the grounds for that opinion, have never
hcen seen by the Board until now, ami therefore it is needless to say could have had no
influence upon their action in the matter. Under these circumstances they respectfully
request, in justice to themselves and for their future guidance, that these papers should
be forwarded to the Honorable tlie Attorney-General, and he be at once moved to give
his opinion as to whether, in view especially of the communications from the Treasury, the
Marine Board would have boon justified in defiantly going on with the “Austral” inquiry
after the Colonial Treasurer had decided that tlie inquiry should not be held by them.
By order,
--------G.S.L.
The Attorney-General, for perusal.—G.Iv.D., 6/3/83.

No. 12.
Further Opinion of the Honorable the Attorney-General in re the
“Austral” Casualty, the Marine Board of this Colony, and the
Imperial Board of Trade.
My Honorable Colleague, the Honorable the Colonial Treasurer, has forwarded to
me tlie minute of the Marino Board, addressed to the Under Secretary for Binanco
and Trade, concerning my opinion of the 27th February, as to the conduct of tlie Marino
Board with respect to the inquiry into the foundering of the steamship “Austral.”
Concerning their remark that the opinion had hcen made tho subject of com
ments in tho press before it reached the Board I have no observation to oiler. The
document was laid on the Table of the Assembly by my colleague, and by that circumstaneo became properly the subject for public discussion. The Marine Board complains
that several communications, including some from the late Colonial Treasurer, which, as
is alleged, mainlv guided the Board in the action they took, were not submitted to me
before my opinion was asked, and that such opinion was consequently given upon
incomplete data. The Board also remarks that certain papers forwarded to the Board
with my opinion had not been seen by the Board previously. Under these circumstances
the Board requests, for its future guidance, that these papers should be forwarded
to me, and that my opinion should be obtained as to whether the Board, in
view especially of certain communications from the Treasurer, forwarded herewith,
would have been justified in going on with tho “ Austral” inquiry after tho
Colonial Treasurer had decided that the inquiry should not be bold by tbe Board. Tho
papers forwarded to me consist of Lord Kimberley’s cablegram to His JEicellency (of
which I was already aware), an inquiry by the Governor as to whether the request con
tained in that telegram could bo carried out, and three other communications, to which
I shall presently refer, neither of which I had actually seen, but of the substance of
which I was perfectly well aware, and neither of which affect the case in the slightest
degree. The first, dated 27th November, is a letter from tho Under-Secrotary for
Finance and Trade, asking that the inquiry should be adjourned as the Home Govern
ment, at tho instance of the Board of Trade, were in communication with this Govern
ment on the subject. Tho two other documents are as follow:—
Telegram to Young, addressed to The Honorable Tames Watson.
“ Tlie Imperial Government have telegraphed to His Excellency, at the instance
of the Board of Trade, requesting that the inquiry re ‘Austral ’ may be held in London,
on return of the vessel, instead of in Sydney. The telegram was forwarded to the
Treasury by His Excellency, and on my own responsibility I asked tho Marine Board to
delay commencing proceedings. They adjourned accordingly till Monday next. I now
beg to ask whether there is any objection to the request of the Home Government.”
G.E.,
1st Dec., 1882.
Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.
Telegram from Young, addressed to The Hon. G. Eagar, the Treasury.
“ I approve of the course you have taken in directing that the inquiry into tho sinking of
the ‘ Austral’ shall not be held by the Marine Board.
1st Dec., 1882.”
JAMES WATSON.

I
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I see nothing in either of these communications to justify the Marine Board in discon
tinuing the inquiry, The Colonial Treasurer had no authority whatever to arrest the
inquiry or influence it in any way. If he could do such a thing in the case of the
! Austral,” at the request of any one in England, he could do so in any and every
case, and divest, by his individual action, the Marine Board of its entire jurisdiction.
Ihe Marine Board should have at once resisted any such an encroachment on its
functions, and respectfully offered its protest against any such interference. The
Marine Board was alone charged with these important functions, and formed the
only proper Court of Inquiry into this matter; and the members of this Court, like
the members of all Courts, were hound to uphold its efficiency by executing its powers
and preserving its independence. With regard to the papers which the Board alleges it
now sees for the first time, 1 may remark that it would have been impossible for the
Board to have seen them at any earlier period. They have only just arrived from
England, and could not of course have been brought under the notice of the Board when
it abandoned its inquiry. The papers iu no way affect, the question, which remains
precisely as I have stated it, and which is in eftcct that the only satisfactory inquiry
which could have taken place concerning this casualty was abandoned by tho Marine
Board.
Attorney-G-eneral’a Chambers,
Sydney, 6th March, 1893.

WILLIAM BEDE DALLET,
Attorney-General.

Forwarded to the Marine Board with two printed copies of the AttorneyGeneral’s Opinion. The President of the Marine Board.—7/3/83, B.C., J.T. for U.S.

No. 13.
The Shipping Master to The Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.
,
13 March, 1883.
u tu. t>
^ UlVU
'10I/°ir to enclose herewith a communication received by me from
The Board of Trade Solicitor,” and respectfully ask for instruction in the matter.
I have, &e.,
J. W. BEOWJV,

Shipping Master,

No. 14.
The Solicitor, Board of Trade, to The Shipping Master, Sydney.
In re foundering of “ Austral."
4 January, 1883.
u j r mFj°n
rctum °f the necessary witnesses to the United Kingdom, the
Board ot Trade contemplate holding an official investigation into the circumstances
attending the damage sustained by this vessel through foundering at your port,
I shall feel much obliged if you will kindly obtain and send me depositions, duly
sworn before a Justice or Magistrate, in the manner prescribed by section 270 of the
Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, from any persons at Sydney who can give material
evidence in the matter, and particularly from the stevedore or other person who
unloaded tlie inward cargo, as to the weight, nature and position of the cargo and
bunker coals left on board the vessel, and as to whether, when she was uuloaded, the
.ballast tanks were entirely or partially full.
From some other person as to the position of the vessel, the depth of water in
which she was floating, and whether salt, fresh, or brackish, the manner in which she was
secured, and her draught of water and freeboard or clear side when unloaded.
If the vessel was moved between this time and the time she foundered, describing
the moonng, the stability of the ship during the process, the precise point where she was
again brought up, tbe depth and nature of water, and how secured.
As to whether between the time the vessel last anchored and her foundering the
water m f he ballast tanks was increased or decreased, and if so to what extent.
From the merchant who supplied the outward cargo and coals, as to the weight
nature, and description thereof.
•
i:
Mjilliam Hadden, as to the stability or otherwise of the vessel, and he should
give full and distinct reasons for the opinion expressed. As to the list the vessel took
when alongside the wharf, and the cause thereof. As to loading the vessel upon the last
occasion ; and he should describe fully the stowage and distribution of the coals and cargo
taken m, and as far as possible the weight of the quantities stowed in the several portions
ot tbe ship. As to the circumstances attending the foundering, and tbe cause thereof.
.
Flease send me depositions from trimmers, stevedores, or other persons who can
give any material evidence in the matter; and I shall be glad if you will kindly request
the gentleman taking the depositions to carefully peruse the evidence given at the
inquest and the cross-examination of the witnesses, and to include in tlie depositions the
evidence given at the inquest.

7
Will you kindly obtain and send me a copy of the evidence given at the inquest,
and the result thereof; and it will be convenient if you could have the depositions
sworn before a Magistrate or Justice by the persons who made them.
May I call your attention to the importance of this evidence being taken in a
careful and exhaustive manner, as a second reference to your port will naturally cause a
delay, and the detention of witnesses in this country for a period of three months.
I am, Ac.,
WALTER MERTON,
--------Solicitor, Board of Trade.
For my Hon. Colleague the Attorney-General.—G.R.D., 13/3/83.
The Under
secretary for Finance and Trade, B.C.—W.W.8., 16/3/83. (Vide copy of opinion
enclosed.)

No. 15.
Further Opinion of the Hon. the Attorney-General in re sinking of
the “ Austral ” and the Imperial Board of Trade.
Thk Colonial Treasurer has to-day forwarded to me a letter from tlie Solicitor to the
Board of Trade, addressed to the Shipping Master here, and dated 4th January, 1888.
In this communication the Solicitor intimates that " on the return of the necessary wit
nesses to the United Kingdom the Board of Trade contemplates holding an official
investigation into tlie circumstances attending the damage sustained by this vessel
through foundering in this port.” The Solicitor for the Board of Trade requests
the Shipping Master to obtain here and forward to England depositions duly sworn
before a Justice or Magistrate, from any persons in Sydney who can give material
evidence in the matter, and he goes on to specify an immense mass of information which
he requires, and which could only bo obtained by a searching investigation, conducted
by a competent tribunal having authority to summon witnesses, require their attendance
at any inquiry, and enforce the production of all documents relating to such inquiry;
and administer oaths, or require statutory declarations of the truth of the statements
made in any examination. All the information which he now asks could have been
obtained only by our own Marine Board. It is needless to say that the procurement
of such information forms no part of the duty of the Shipping Master, and that he is
clothed with none of the powers which would enable him to obtain such information.
His duties under the Seamen’s Law Consolidation Act 27 Vic. No. 13 are to facilitate
the making of apprenticeships to the sea service—to facilitate the engagement and dis
charge of seamen—and to keep a registry thereof,—and to perform such other duties as
are expressly committed to him by this Act. Among these the one which he is now
asked to discharge is not included. He has no power whatever to do that which the
35 Viet. No. 7 authorizes the Marine Board to do. The Marine Board could by
summons under the hand of the President require the attendance of all such persons as
they might think fit, upon any authorized inquiry, require answers or returns to any
questions, enforce the production of all papers, log-books, or any other documents
relating to any such inquiry, administer oaths or declarations of the truth of the
statements made in such inquiry. It appears to mo that the section of the Imperial
Act to which the Solicitor of the Board of Trade draws the attention of the Shipping
Master is not applicable to tbe case. By section 270 of the 17 and 18 Victoria, chap.
104, it is provided that depositions made in tlie course of any legal proceedings
instituted in any part of Her Majesty’s Dominions may, if the witness cannot be
found in the place where be has made his deposition, be used in any other place
than that in which it was made. It seems to me that by arresting the action of the
Marine Board, which was the only body before which legal proceedings could he
instituted for this inquiry, it has become quite impossible to do what is now desired.
I may remark that I feel quite unable to account for the course adopted of addressing
the Shipping Master on this important subject, and ignoring the Marine Board. The
only depositions taken in this important matter were those which were taken at the
Coroner’s inquest, held on the 13th, 14th, 15th, 17th, 20th, and 21st November last.
On inquiring for these depositions at the office of the Minister for Justice, and requesting
that they should be forwarded to me with the view of determining whether I should
allow these original documents to leave the Colony, I find that in accordance with an
application, made on behalf of Captain Murdoch, recently commander of the “ Austral,’’
the whole of the original depositions were forwarded for the information of the
Board of Trade in December of last year, and thus at this moment, as far as
I can gather, no original papers taken in connection with this matter in any Court now
exist in this Colony, and the only tribunal which could have undertaken the investigation
has been prevented from performing that duty.
Attorney-General's Offices,
WILLIAM BEDE DALLET.
13th March, 1883.

[fid.]

Sydney: Thomas RichardSj Government Printor—18S8.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

EEGISTEE OF WRECKS.
{ON COAST OF NKW SOUTH WALES LUKIN G- 1SS2.)

•|3rc0rnitb i.a

l)g Covmnanb.

The Treasury, New South Wales,
27th March, 1883.
The

following particulars of Wrecks which have occurred during the

year 1882, on the coast of New South Wales, are published for
general information.
GEORGE R. DIBBS.
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H i'QISTER of WBEOKS, also other casualties to Shipping causing loss of life, within the j urisdiction of New South Woles.

ZO

No. of

Bote

Vessel,

Tonnage.

STfwtcr,

No.
crew
and pas- of lives Description and Value of Property Lost,
Bcngcrs. tost

Owner.

1882.
2 Jon. ... Wotqnga, steamer .......

641

John MfLean ... A. S. N. Co.....................

70

Nil.

... Fiona, steamer...............

439

W, A. Curphy ... Colonial Sugar Co, .......

32

Nil.

26 Feb. ... Esther Maria, ketch ...

62

A, Davidson....... Alex. Brooks

...............

5

1

16 March... Wonga Wonga, schooner

37

d. Mahoney ....... Thomas Davia ................

4

Nil.

... Frima Donna, schooner,.

85

Frank Lopez....... F. H. Coot ...................

6

5

23 May ... Llewellyn, steamer .......

359

G. A. Lloyd...................

20

Nil.

... Rocket, steam-tug .......

25

O. Webstor ....... Hardman Bros...............

3

Nil.

6 Tune ... Osprey, steamer ...........

35

P. Gibson...........

C. dcanneret...................

3

Nil.

„

... Sea Nymph, hrig...........

289

John Brady.......

dohn Brady ...................

10

Nil.

16 „

... St, Albans, steamer.......

63

dohn Dalton....... dohn Dalton...................

3

Nil.

........... Lillian, ketoh ...............

32

F. Sheehy........... I. Israel............................

3

Nil,

7 duly ... Atalanta, schooner .......

56

Francis Mazatetta J. Booth .......................

5

Nil.

9 Sept. ... Merchantman, schooner

184

Frederick Mahler G-. A. Lloyd...................

7

Nil.

10 Oct. ... Woniora, steamer .......

226

H. Lauridson ... Bulli Coal Co..................

16

15

3289

John Murdoch... Orient S. S. Co...............

192

5

35

Ed. Conway....... Ed. Conway...................

4

Nil.

27 „

Syduey ; Thomas Richards, Goverametit Printer,-

29

„

27 „

9

20

11 Nov. ... Austral, steamer.......
9 Deo. ... Alfred Edward,, ketch...

J. Arm ora...........

9

„

... Plutus, steamer ..........

812

d. G. Kish ....... Thomas Eish ...............

51

Nil.

27

„

... New England, steamer

223

J. Mann ...........

48

11

C. & R. R. S. N. Co. ...

Vcescl and general cargo j estimated Lost near Tacking Point, in consequence of not etoaring a proper course in
value, £25,000.
hazy weather. Master’s certiOcate suspended for three calendar month a.
Vessel and general cargo, said to be This vessel steered a wrong course and became a total wreck, in
worth £25,000 ; ship insured for
consequence of mistaking Port Stephens Light for Seal Rock Light.
£20,000.
Master's certificate suspended for three calendar months.
In ballast; value of vessel £800; Sunk by the steamer Kamcruka; collision occurred near Beccroft
not insured.
Point, at night time; ketch had no lights up. Her Master’s
certificate suspended for three calendar months.
In ballast; value of vessel said to Lost through missing stays in tho attempt to work into Terrigal.
be £500.
In ballast j value of vessel not Capsized in a squall off Bondi, about 5 miles from Sydney Heads.
known ; insured for £800.
Captain swam on shore.
In ballast; value of vessel said to This vessel was on a voyage from Sydney to Wollongong, and during
be £7,000 j insured, £4,000.
thick weather struck on the Bellambi Reef and became a total
wreck. Master’s certificate suspended for three calendar months.
Value of vessel said to £1,500 ....... Whilst crossing the bar at tho Maeleay the tow-rope washed over
hoard, got around the propeller, and caused the vessel to stop and
drift on shore.
Estimated value of vessel, £1,500... Came into collision with tho steamer Fairlight and sank in Sydney
Harbour; Master of Fairlights’ certificate suspended ; Osprey was
afterwards raised.
In ballast; value and vessel, £2,000 ; This vessel, whilst at anchor, was run down by tho steamship Arawatta
insured, £1,600.
and sunk in Darling Harbour, during a heavy gale of wind ; she
was afterwards raised.
In ballast j value of vessel, £2,000 j Steamed on to the shore and became a total wreck near Long Bay.
insured, £1,000.
Master’s certificate suspended for three calendar months.
Cargo of timber ; value of vessel This vessel sprung a leak and was beached on Grasshopper Island, near
and cargo, £600; insured, £400.
Clyde River, to save life and property.
In ballast; value of vessel said to When crossing the Manning Bar tho band of tills vessel’s rudder broke,
be £900, insured for £500.
causing her to become disabled and drift on tbe north beach, where
she became a total wreck.
■
Cargo of coals ; value of vessel and This vessel was lost through striking tho Bumbora Rock, near Port
cargo, £1,250 ; insured, £1,000.
Hacking. Master’s certificate suspended.
Cargo of coals ; value of vessel and Foundered, during a very heavy gale, off Botany Bay. One man saved ;
cargo said to be worth £11,000.
he was drifted on shore in tho ship’s boat.
Value not known; said to be in This vessel capsized and sunk whilst coaling in Neutral Bay, Port
sured for over £100,000,
Jackson ; she has since been raised.
In ballast; value of vessel, £600; This vessel was lost through missing stays in the attempt to work out
insured for £500.
of Ulladnlla.
Cargo of coals ; value of vessel and This vessel on passage, Newcastle to Melbourne, struck the rocks and
cargo said to be £12,000; insured,
became a total wreck about 10 miles south of Shoalbaven, during
£10,000.
hazy weather. Master’s certificate suspended for six calendar months.
Colonial Produce; value of vessel This vessel wag lost on tlie Clarence River Bar in attempting to get to
and cargo, £11,600, insured,
sea on the ebb tide with insufficient water. The master was one of
the persons drowned.
£9,000.
FRANCIS HIXSON,

1612]
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Particulars of Casualty.

President of the Marine Board,

bD

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

STEAMSHIP “BALTINA”
(EURTHEB CORRESPONDENCE)

Ordered by Ihe Leyi,dative Assembly to be printed, 21 March. 1883.

RETURN to an Order of tlio Honoraljlc the Legislative Assembly of New South
Wales, dated 27th Eebruary, 1883, That there be laid upon the Table of this
House,—
“ Copies of all correspondence, minutes, petitious, and other documents
<c relating to the wreck of tho steamship ‘ Ballina,’ now lying at the
“ entrance to the Harbour of Port Macquarie.”

{Mr. Roberts.)

Note.—PreTious papers on (.his subject laid upon tho Table 18th March, 1881, Session 1880-81,
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STEAMSHIP “BALTINA ”

No. 1.
J. H. Young, Esq., M.P., to The Colonial Treasurer.
Sir,

Legislative Chamber, Sydney, 1 March, 1881.
I have the honor to enclose a letter from the Union Fire and Marine Insurance Company of
Hew Zealand, in reply to an application from Messrs. John Booth & Co. to insure their steamer
“ He Oblie,” trading to Port Macquarie.
I beg to draw your attention to the fact that they decline to accept the risk until the wreck of the
“ Ballina” has been removed, and to request that you will take the necessary steps to cause this to be done.
I have, &c.,
J. H. YOUHG, M.P.
I think the Marine Board should take the necessary steps to compel the owners of the “Ballina"
to have her removed.—J.W., 3/3/81.
The President, Marine Board.—G-.E., B.C., 4/3/80.
The Marine Board have had several communications with the owners of the “Ballina” with the
view of inducing them to move the wreck (see the accompanying papers). As (hey have paid no attention
to tho Board’s remonstrances, and the vessel is now more than ever dangerous to navigation, it is sub
mitted that the Crown Law Officers ho requested to take the matter up on behalf of the Board, under
the powers conferred by the 111th clause of the navigation Act.—By order, Q-.S.L., 20/4/81. The
Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.
The Crown Solicitor.—JAV., 22/4/81.
G.E., B.C., 22/4/81.
Reed.—J.W., 23rd April, ’81.
[Enclosure fo JVo. 1.]
The Secretary, U. F. and M. I. Co. of Hew Zealand, to Messrs. J. Booth & Co.
Union Fire and Marine Insurance Co. of New Zealand,
Dear Sirs,
75, Pitt-street, Sydney, 23 February, 1881.
Your favour of 22nd instant re insurance on hull of “ He Oblie” is duly to hand.
I have made inquiries at other offices on the subject, and all are of the same opinion as myself,
namely, that until wreck of “ Ballina” has been removed from its present position, almost in the fairway,
we cannot insure your steamer for the bar risk at Port Macquarie.
Regretting I am unable to meet your wishes in this matter in the meantime, and calling your
attention to the fact tliat your steamer has already got into trouble, probably from no other cause than
that above indicated,—
I am, &c.,
M. MONTGOMERY,
Put with other papers.—G.S.L., 20/4/81.
Manager.

No. 2.
Mr. J. H. Bedford to The President of the Marine Board.
Sir,

Sydney, 14 March, 1881.
I have the honor to report at your request in reference to the alleged obstruction to the
navigation of Port Macquarie caused by the wreck of the s. 11 Ballina.” Twelve months after the
loss of the above ship I was there twice in the s. “ Queensland,” and did not find that the wreck
caused any impediment to the navigation of the port; there was more water and the channel more direct
in and out. Before the loss of the “ Ballina” I had been running there nearly every week for between
three and four years, and on my last voyage there in the “ Queensland,” a much larger ship, 1 could not
see that there was any material difference in what was usual there. I cannot see how the wreck would be
the cause of the bar shoaling, as it is a long way inside of it. Where that ship was lost was always more
or less shoal during my experience of the place. The channel might shift north or south at times, hut the
direction would be invariably the same, and should it shift so far north as to bring the wreck into the
middle of it then it might be an obstruction. I am of opinion, from my past experience of tbe place, that
the wreck is not the cause of the bar shoaling. I may add that the “ Ballina” after striking on the spit
which caused her loss was thrown a considerable distance over on to tbe north banks into the position
where the wreck now lies, aud a long distance inside the bar—the ship was not lost on the bar.
I have, &c.,
JOHN H. BEDFORD.
Put with other papers.—G.S.L.

No. 3.
The Secretary to the Marine Board to Pilot Kingsford.
Sir,

Sydney, 8 March, 1881.
J have tlie honor, by direction of the Marine Board, to request that you will be good enough
to report on tbe present position of the wreck of the “ Ballina,” relative to tbe place where she first
struck ; the condition in which the wreck now is, i.e., number of pieces it is broken up into; also whether
these parts are sanded up or not, and whether in your opinion they could bo easily removed ; and in fact any
information that will be useful to the Board to decide as to whether the wreck is interfering injuriously
with tho entrance to the port and can be removed.
I have, &c.,
GEO. S. LINDEMAN,
______________________________
Secretary.
No. 4.
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No. 4
Pilot Kingsford to The President of the Marine Board.
Sir,

Pilot Station, Port Macquarie, 16 March, 1881.
In accordance with instructions received to report upon the wreck of the “ Ballina,” I do
myself the honor to submit for your information the subjoined report. The wreck lies in a north and
south position (her head to the north) about 200 yards in a north-westerly direction from where she first
struck, and about 700 feet north of the rocks on the southern shore. It is listed well over to port, and at
low-water the lower part of the starboard paddle-wheel is just level with the water. The dome of the
boiler is also then above water, but nothing else. The hull lies in one whole piece, and is only partially
sanded up. Just close to the bow and stern and along the west side of her there are deep holes, but there
are parts of the hull with only about 3 feet of water over them at low-water. There is a channel forming
north of the wreck, and the main channel now in use runs rather close just at present to her stern. This
channel is also available to approach the wreck from the westward. As regards its removal. I can only
say that, as far as I am able to judge, it would be attended with some difficulty, the chief part of which
would be the removal of the debris, in the event of its being blown up with dynamite or torpedoes, which
latter part of the work would no doubt be quite practicable.
I have, &e.,
EJDWD. St. A. KIKGSTOED,
Pilot.
Put with other papers,—G.B., 20/4/81.

No. 5.
Pilot Kingsford to The President of the Marine Board.
Sir,

Pilot Station, Port Macquarie, 27 March, 1881.
I have the honor to forward for your inspection a rough sketch of this port in its present
state. The fact is I was afraid of making an incomprehensible complication of matters by correcting the
one you sent me, and I thought it best to commence de novo. You will see by it that a narrow channel
has formed north of the wreck of the Ballina, and I cannot but give it as my opinion that the wreck is
injuriously affecting the entrance to the port. Trusting that my sketch will give you all the information
you seek,—
1 have, &c.,
EDWD. St. A. KINGSFOED,
Put with other papers.—G.S.L,, 20/4/81.
Pilot.

No. 6.
The Crown Solicitor to The President of the Marine Board.
Sir,

Crown Solicitor’s Office, Sydney, 15 July, 1881.
I have the honor to forward herewith the papers relating to the “ Ballina,” with an authority
to he given by the Marine Board, to some person to be named by the Board, under the 111th section of the
Navigation Act of 1871, and the form of information to be filed. I slmll be obliged by your filling in the
date and name, &c., and returning this to me, and making any alteration yon may think necessary as to
the description of the place in which the vessel is stranded.
You will please return the papers to me.
I have, &c.,
JOHN WILLIAMS,
--------Crown Solicitor.
The Board have named Edward St. A. Kingsford, Pilot at Port Macquarie, and filled in the
accompanying forms.—G.S.L., 26/7/81.
The Crown Solicitor.
Kecd. 27th July, 81.—J.W.

No. 7.
The Crown Solicitor to Tlie President of The Marine Board.
[Urgent.]
Sir,

Crown Solicitor’s Office, Sydney, 27 July, 1881.
I do myself the honor to state that, as I find by the papers this day received from you relating
to the wreck of the “ Ballina,” that Pilot Kiugsiord has been appointed by the Board to take the neces
sary proceedings, I shall be glad to be informed when he will be in Sydney to act in the matter.
I have, &c.,
JOHN WILLIAMS,
--------Crown Solicitor,
Pilot Kingsford has been telegraphed to at Port Macquarie to come to Sydney.—Feancis Hixson,
27/7/81.

No. 8.
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No. 8.
The Secretary to the Marine Board to The Crown Solicitor.
Sir,

Sychioy, 9 August 1881.
In reply to your letter of the Ith instant, I have the honor to inform you the Marine Board
is of opinion that a complaint should be filed.
Taking into consideration, however, the difficulties attending the removal of the wreck of the
';Ballina,” the Board think that if application is made for a postponement by the Clarence and Richmond
Rivers Steam Navigation Company it should he consented to, in view of their being able to devise means
of removing the wreck, after a thorough examination of the locality,
I have, Ac.,
GEO. S. TANDEM AN, Sec.

No. 9.
Messrs. Creagh & Williams to The Crown Solicitor.
"Without prejudice.—Wreck of the “ Ballina.”
Sir,

Bridge-street Chambers, Sydney, 19 August, 1881.
On behalf of the Clarence and Richmond Rivers Steam Navigation Company, we beg to call your
attention to section cccci.xx'v of the Shipping Act, 17 and IS Viet. chap. 101, and to suggest that instead
of continuing the proceedings at present instituted against the Company, to obtain an order from the
Justices for the removal and disposal of the wreck, the Government should baud the wreck over to the
“Receiver of Wreck,” to ho dealt svitli by him under that section.
We suggest this course, as it seems to us that the vessel is within the meaning of the section wo
have referred to, she having been in her present position since the 14th Eebruary, 1879.
We shall be glad to know if you can advise the adoption of this course, as the Company sold the
wreck by public auction on the 26th Eebruary, 1879, for a small sum, and are anxious if possible to avoid
adding to their loss by intermeddling in the matter at all.
Wc have, &c.,
CREAGH A WILLIAMS.

No. 10.
Pilot Kingsford to The President of the Marine Board.
Sir,

Pilot Station, Port Macquarie, 20 August, 1881.
In accordance with your instructions I have the honor to submit for your information the
subjoined report upon the wreck of the s.s. “Ballina.” The depth of water all around her is about 5 or G
feet at low-water, at which time about half of her starboard paddle-wheel and the dome of the boiler are
visible. The hull is one piece, but its upper surface is very irregular. The sea nearly always breaks upon
it more or less, and it is also in the tide-way. The main channel runs to the northward of it, aud has
widened considerably during the last few weeks, but at the same time has shoaled about 6 inches.
There is still a channel to the southward of it, available for small craft in ballast at or near high-water.
There can be no question but what it is still an obstruction aud should be removed, and I beg to
recommend that it be blown up by explosives aud the debris carefully removed. I simply recommend
these means as I know of no other; but not being an expert in these matters myself, it would perhaps be
desirable to have the opinion of one who is upon the subject, for it is useless to ignore the fact that, under
any circumstances, the removal of this wreck will be a difficult undertaking.
I have, Ac.,
EDWD. St. A. KINGSEORD,
Pilot.

No. 11.
Messrs. Creagli & Williams to The Crown Solicitor.
“ Ballina.”
,
Dear Sir,
Bridge-street Chambers, Sydney, 29 August, 1881.
Herewith we bog to hand you a copy of a report made by Captain Banks, Marine Surveyor,
on the wreck of tlie “Ballina,” and the practicability ot removing her. We of course send you this
report without prejudice to our client’s legal position, as they sold the wreck some years ago and disclaim
all liability in connection with her removal or the expenses connected therewith.
Yours truly,
CREAGH A WILLIAMS.
[Enclosure to No. 11.]
Mr. J. W. Banks to The Directors of the C. A R. R. S. N. Co.
Gentlemen,
Sydney, 22 August, 1881.
As requested I visited, and so far as practicable examined, the wreck of the steamer “ Ballina,”
and remained at Port Macquarie for three days collecting such information as 1 could obtain on the
subject referred to in your instructions, and now for your information beg to report as follows:—
After making a number of measurements and taking a good many bearings, X discovered that a
survey of the harbour was in existence which showed the relative position of the wreck in connection with
the distant headland more accurately than I could determine, and'therefore deemed it advisable to obtain
a tracing of the chart referred to, which 1 now attach.
The
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The wreck of the 11 Baljina” lies nearly north ami south, and at right angles to the flow and ebb of
tide. She lies with a strong list to port, and has only the top of starboard wheel and about 18 inches of
the steam-dome above the surface at dead low-water. I was informed that for the first three months after
her wreck she kept sinking, but from that date lias kept her present position, from which I conclude she
has reached a substance harder than sand. I attempted to pierce the sand for the purpose of determining
this matter, but was not successful, owing to the hardness of the sand and occasional break of the sea on
the wreck, though the morning was calm and sea smooth, except on the wreck aud bar. Owing to this
breaking of the sea referred to the boat could not be kept attached to the wreck, but after some little
delay 1 was enabled to get on the steam-dome, from which I made the following observations.
The decks and wood-work are entirely gone fore and aft. The midship line of beams is about 8 feet
under water; the starboard sponsor! 4 or 5 feet. The port side of vessel entirely covered by sand, which
is also nearly up to the beams amidships. The after steam-winch, several feet under water, is clearly seen
as it stands abaft the open after-batch.
>
All this as described is at dead low-water; at high-water only the rim of the starboard-wheel is
visible, except in the hollow of the seas as they break over her. At present there is a clear straight
channel of about 700 feet to the south, with a similar straight channel to the north of the wreck. From
evidence taken I learned that, immediately previous to the wreck of the “Ballina,” there existed only
the southern channel, which at a point somewhere between the present wreck and the “ Diamantina”
Hocks took a sudden turn to the northward, and either bisected the present northern channel or curved
into it in its way out over the bar.
The question whether the wreck has injured or improved the entrance to the harbour is one of
opinion which I found to ho pretty equally divided amongst those capable of forming one. My own is
that while it may he in the way of small sailing-vessels trying to beat in, it can do no permanent injury to
the harbour so far as steamers are concerned,but may he found to form a good foundation for its permanent
improvement. But as these are matters of opinion, I. will now confine myself to the question of its
removal.
_
First.—Owing to the vessel lying as I have described across the tide, nearly full of sand, and well
sanded up, having a hum-howler occasioually breaking over her even in the calmest weather, an almost
continuous rush of tide and scarcely perceptible slack water, I think no contractor would undertake to
remove the wreck as a whole if held responsible for all contingencies—the risk of pontoons or lighters
sinking alongside being so great; and this is presuming that he succeeded in getting chains under her,
which I doubt, and I do not think the beams and upper works will bear the strain of lifting the vessel,
therefore I assume that—
Second.—She must he blown up, and here again difficulties arise which I do not at present see can
be overcome, but presuming they may, that divers can burrow down through this mass of sand by coffer
dam or otherwise can get under the bottom and there place such powerful explosives as will when ignited
raise the whole mass and scatter it in thousands of pieces. Who will venture to say what its effect shall
hep One, I know, suggests itself to my mind, viz. —that instead of vessels as at present navigating Port
Macquarie having only known dangers to avoid, which with ordinary care can be accomplished, they
would be in continual dread of getting a pointed piece of iron through their bottom ; and one such case
occurring, the trade of the port would for years suffer by the necessary action of underwriters.
I remain, &c.,
JAMES W. BANKS.

No. 12.
The Secretary to the Marine Board to The Crown Solicitor.
Sir,

Sydney, 0 September, 1881.
Referring to the interviews which tho President of the Marine Board has had with you in the
matter of tho “ Ballina,” I have now the honor to return the accompanying papers, and to inform you the
Board do not see their way to recede from the position they have taken, unless the Clarence and
Richmond River Steam Navigation Company will guarantee to remove the wreck. If the Company will
do this, the Board is quite willing to slay proceedings.
_
In the event of the Company declining to remove the wreck, the Board request that the Justices
will order and direct it to be blown up, and the debris carefully removed in accordance with the recom
mendation of the Pilot at Port Macquarie, whose letter, dated 20th August, is amongst the papers.
I have, &c.,
GEO. S. LINDEMAN,
Secretary.

No. 13.
The Crown Solicitor to The Secretary to the Marine Board.
Sir,

Crown Solicitor’s Office, Sydney, 10 September, 1881.
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday's date respecting the
matter of the “ Ballina.” In it you say that unless the Clarence and Richmond Rivers Steam Navigation
Company will guarantee to remove the vessel application must he made to the Justices for an order to
authorize the vessel being blown up. I understood from the President that he would intimate this to
some one or other of the Directors of the Company. If it is intended that a formal offer of this kind
should be made, I would suggest that it should be made by the Marine Board.
The matter stands adjourned until Wednesday, the 21st September instant, at half-past 2 o’clock
in the afternoon, at which time Mr. Pilot Kingsford should be in attendance to give evidence.
_
If I do not hear from you to the effect that the Company have agreed to your proposal, I will
attend before the Justices, and apply for the order as directed in your letter to which this is in reply.
I have, he..
JOHN WILLIAMS,
_
Crown Solicitor.
No. 14.
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No. 14.
The Secretary to the Marine Board to Tire Crown Solicitor.
Sydney, 16 September, 1881.
In reply to your letter of the 10th instant) I have the honor to inform you that the President
of the Marine Board tells me that the Directors of the Clarence and itichmond River Steam Navigation
Company have instructed their attorneys, Messrs. Lyons, Creagh, & "Williams, to state that they have
agreed to the proposal to remove the wreck themselves.
I have, &c.,
GEO.’s. LINDEMAN,
________________________________Secretary.

No. 16.
Petition from Inhabitants of Port Macquarie to The Colonial Treasurer.
...
Port Macquarie, 12 November, 1881.
Owing to no decisive action having been as yet taken by the Government for the removal of
the wreck 11 Ballina' from the entrance to Port Macquarie Harbour,—IWe the undersigned freeholders,
farmers, tradesmen, and others of the district of Port Macquarie and the Hastings River, respectfully
request that immediate steps be at once taken for the removal of the above-named obstruction to the safe
ingress and egress to our harbour.
_ _ We would respectfully point out, that since the wreck occurred the channel and bar have been
shifting and shoaling up, to the very great danger, inconvenience, and loss of time to owners of vessels
trading to this port, and that as a necessary sequence, consequently upon the loss involved, together with
their inability to carry a full cargo, ship-owners have been compelled to raise the freights, thereby inflicting
a serious pecuniary loss upon every resident of this important district,
"We would therefore pray that we be relieved from the great disadvantage under which wc at pre
sent suffer, caused by the wreck of the “ Ballina ” obstructing the navigation of our bar and harbour.
We have, &c..
Thomas Platt, freeholder.
James Campbell, farmer.
C. W, Hayward, freeholder.
G. Setechfield, storekeeper.
T. D. Wilson, grazier.
J. M‘Keene, resident.
H, C. Brown, storekeeper.
John Stokes, farmer.
Wm. Page, freeholder.
Joseph Wallace, storekeeper.
A. C. Gamark, gentleman.
G. Denham, resident.
John Hibbard, timber merchants
William Rowsell, farmer.
H. Lilier, freeholder.
John Hayward, freeholder.
Alexander M‘Kay, grazier.
D. W. Brien, storekeeper.
Henry Betts, storekeeper.
H. A. M‘Kay, grazier.
Geo. Frederick, master
James Butler, freeholder.
W. W. Steward, grazier.
mariner.
C. C. R. Nobbs, resident.
William Tracey, schoolmaster.
Frederick Hayward, freeholder.
P. J. Ryan, resident.
R. Woodlands, farmer.
Alfred Altaine, freeholder.
Jas. R. Cummins, freeholder.
Wm. Bransdon, farmer.
John Ernham, resident.
J. C. Waraker, resident.
Ellis Reid, farmer.
Edward Makes, freeholder.
Edward Wesley, freeholder.’
J. C. Morton, teacher.
Alexander Blair, butcher.
James Carney, resident.
Robert M'Kay, grazier.
James Dick, freeholder.
George La Roche, surgeon.
John Hibbard, resident.
Charles Wilkins, freeholder.
John Condon, freeholder.
A. E. Romp, resident.
Edward MTnherny, butcher,
James Blair, freeholder.
P. Hawes, timber merchant.
S. Ponntney, resident.
Austin Edwards, residence.
William B. Dick, resident.
Peter N. Dreed, resident.
J. H. Wilson, householder.
John Stirson, resident.
George Denham, leaseholder.
Thomas Elford, freeholder.
James Absalom, leaseholder.
Louis Staader, resident.
George Goyce, freeholder.
D. Cooper, resident.
Thomas Wftllace, storekeeper.
John Monger, residence.
J, Cook, resident.
Albert Sinfield, blacksmith.
Isaac Andrews, freeholder.
W. Canse, freeholder.
W, G. Sinfield, blacksmith.
James Andrews, freeholder.
James Gill, leaseholder.
P. Daniher, farmer.
Thomas Denham, freeholder.
T. Fry, householder.
P. O’Hern, farmer.
Josiah Secombe, freeholder.
George Canes, householder.
N. Hollis, junior, farmer.
David Lewis, resident.
George Bones,freehold.
John M'Car thy, farmer.
Walter Cunning, resident.
W, Lee, freehold.
A. Quin, farmer.
Henry Hyde, resident.
John Lee, engineer.
Ed. Woodiands, farmer.
Robert Baker, resident.
William Hyde, resident.
^
Thomas Suters, junior, farmer.
John J. Penn, freeholder.
W. Hinton, freeholder.
John Suters, farmer.
E. McVcmey, freeholder.
Charles Potter, resident.
Mervyn K. Patterson, farmer.
Samuel Strutt, freehold.
Lewis Tolano, resident.
Thomas Knight, farmer.
George Frauds, freeholder.
William Hyde, resident.
Isaac Andrews, farmer.
G. Harriott, freeholder.
William John Kerr, resident.
John Roach, farmer.
Thomas Cleave, ship carpenter.
James Gauz, freeholder.
Thomas Woodlands, farmer.
Charles Walker, shipwright.
H. Bennett, resident.
C. Payne, contractor.
John Graham, shipwright.
John Thompson, resident.
W. Mahar, farmer.
William Reed, freeholder.
Robert Thomas, freeholder.
G. Eyles, farmer.
John Doyle, farmer.
.1 ohn Colwell, resident.
Daniel Harrott, freeholder.
Wm. Reid, farmer.
Francis Cunning.
A. W. M'Kinnon, resident.
James A. Wallace,storekeeper.
Michael Yovil.
W. A. Spence, resident.
H. Fraser, teacher.
George Schweiken, freeholder.
Philip Wotton, resident.

• This will be
found At foot of

Presented by J. H. Young, M.P., 17/1/82.
This matter has been delayed too long. The Marine Board'should either have the wreck removed ;
or if the Board considers it unnecessary that it should be removed, it should be so stated, so that the
petitioners and others maybe so informed.—J.W., 21/1/82.
The President, Marine Board, Urgent,
B.C., 21/1/82.—G.E. See Marine Board minute, 22/2/82.*

No. 17.

No. 16.
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No. 16.
The Crown Solicitor to The Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade.
Sir,

Crown Solicitor’s Office, Sydnej-, 28 November, 1881.
I have the honor to return herewith the papers relating to the wreck of the “ Ballina” at
Port Macquarie, and to state that, acting upon the instructions forwarded to me, I caused an information
to be filed and a summons to be issued calling upon the Clarence and Kiehmond Kiver Steam Navigation
Company to appear upon an application for authority for the Marine Board to remove the wreck. Upon
the suggestion of Messrs. Creagh & Williams (the Company’s solicitors), and with the consent of the
Marine Board, the matter stood over from time to time, to enable the Company to decide whether it
would remove the wreck or leave the Marine Board to obtain an order for that purpose. The President
of the Board subsequently had an interview with the Directors of the Company, as 1 am informed, when
the Company agreed to remove the wreck. Of this I was informed by letter from the Marine Board,
dated 16th September, 1881, which with other letters is forwarded herewith. Upon this, when the matter
was called on for hearing, I informed the Bench that it was not proposed to proceed further noth the
matter, as the Company had agreed to remove the wreck, until a reasonable time had elapsed to enable it
to he done, and the proceedings were accordingly withdrawn.
1 have, &c.,
JOHN WILLIAMS,
--------Crown Solicitor.
The President, Marine Board,—I should like to know if the course agreed ou is being carried
out.—J.W., 30/11/81.
B.C.—G-.E., 30/11/82.
Perhaps the Directors of the Clarence and Richmond
Steam Navigation Company will kindly say whether the course agreed on is being carried out or not.—
By order, G-.S.L., 16/12/81. The Secretary, C. & R.R.S.N. Co.
See Marine Board Minute, 22/2/82.* * This will be
"
•-------------------- ----------------------------------------------

No. 17.
J. H. Young, Esq., M.P., to The Colonial Treasurer.
Sir,

Sydney, 10 February, 1882.
I called on the President of the Marine Board this morning to ascertain what steps had been
taken with reference to the removal of the wreck of the “ Ballina” from the entrance to Port Macquarie
Harbour.
_ _ That gentleman informed me that the Board had as yet taken no action since the receipt of the
petition presented by me at your office, now nearly a month ago, and I write now to urge on you the
necessity which exists to take such steps as are necessary |o relieve the residents and producers of that
district from such a serious impediment to their commerce.
So long ago as the 1st March, 1881, you personally informed me that you had instructed the
Marine Board to proceed in the matter, and it does seem somewhat strange that such a body as this should
he allowed to be so inattentive to their duties and to your instructions as they have shown themselves in
this matter.
"
If the said wreck is an obstruction, as has been admittedly the various officers of the Government,
it seems the plain duty of those in power to cause the responsible parties to remove her, and I do hope
that no further delay will be allowed.
I have, &e.,
------- J. H. YOUNG, M.L.A.
I should bo glad to have some information from the Marine Board, as the matter has remained in
abeyance quite long enough. I made a minute on a petition forwarded some time ago, hut to this I have
had no reply from the Marine Board. If the wreck is an obstruction it should be removed, and if it is
not, then the parties should be so informed.—J.W., 13/2/82.
Tho President Marine Board.—G.E., B.C., 13/2/82. Urgent.
The delay complained of by the Hon. the Treasurer was occasioned in consequence of the Marine
Board being unable to obtain a reply from the Clarence and Richmond Steam Navigation Company to the
Board’s communication of the 16th December last. This is now attached, and it will be seen that con
siderable difficulties are raised in the way of removing the wreck. Since the Board initiated law proceedings
in the case they have had an opportunity of inspecting the wreck of the “ Ballina,” and they are certaiidy
of opinion that the vessel does not cause the injury alleged. If the removal of the wreck were an easy
matter, the Board would have no hesitation in again initiating law proceedings ; but in view or the diffi
culties of the undertaking, and from fear of the attempt failing, and thereby causing a real injury to the
navigation of Port Macquarie by a portion of the debris of the wreck being blown into the channel, the
Board are undecided what course to adopt.
By order G.S.L., 22/2/82.
The Under Secretary for
Finance and Trade.
Wreck of s.s. “ Ballina.”
The minute of the Marine Board of 22/2/82, taken in connection with the previous action of the
Board, appears to me unsatisfactory. The Board now say “they are undecided what course to adopt.”
This seems to me strange, when only a short time since the Board must have held a different opinion,
when they instituted proceedings to compel the owners to remove the wreck. One of the officers of the
Board states the wreck obstructs the navigation of the port, and yet the Board say “ they are undecided
what course to adopt.”
_ _ The papers may be referred back to the Marine Board, so that the members may come to some
decision, and as this matter has remained in abeyance long enough I hope no further delay will take place
in arriving at a decision, in accordance with such facts as may he before the Board —J.W., 3/3/82.
The President, Marine Board.—G.E., B.C1., 4/3/82.
In re “Ballina” wreck.
The Marine Board’s present indecision is due to what the Honorable the Treasurer seems to have
overlooked, viz., their having lately visited the wreck of the “ Ballina,” and realized a different state of
affairs to what they were led to expect. They do not now think the entrance to Port Macquarie anything
like so injuriously affected as represented; the wreck has filled with sand, and nearly disappeared below
the breakers. The removal would he a most difficult, dangerous, and expensive operation.—Bv order,
G.S.L., 21/3/82.
This

found at foot of
No. 17,
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This minute, I regret to say, is ns unsatisfactory ns previous one. The Board is mistaken iu
assuming that I overlooked the fact that some in embers of the Board hadj recently visited the scene of
the wreck of the “ Ballina”; hut their casual visit does not, as appears to me, get over the difficulty of
the report of their permanent officer residing at the place. The reply of the Marine Board does not
deny that the entrance to the harbour is affected by the “ Ballina” remaining in her present position; hut,
apparently as an excuse for the non-removal, state it “ would be most difficult, dangerous, and expensive.”
These are not matters,"as it appears to me, to which tho Government, under the law, can take cognizance,
and on a careful consideration of all the facts, the C. & B.B.S.N. Co. should be compelled to remove the
obstruction to the navigation of the harbour, and the necessary steps should be taken to carry out this
object.—25/3/S2.
The President, Marine Board.—G-.E., B.C., 27/3/S2.
The Clarence and Eichraond Steam Navigation Company having declined to remove the wreck of
tho “ Ballina,” as shown by their letter of the Kith ultimo attached, it is now submitted, in deference to
the wishes of the Honorable tho Treasurer, as expressed herein, that the Crown Law Officers be reguested
to initiate fresh proceedings, similar to those lately carried on, with a view of forcing the Company to
remove the wreck.—By order. G.S.L., 31/3/82. Tho Under-Secretary for Einauce and Trade.
The Crown Solicitor should be instructed to talce the necessary steps to cause the C, & ft.lt.S.N. Co,
to remove the wreck, in accordance with the law.—JAV., 17/1/82.
Mr. Ross,—Forward these papers
in a letter conveying the Treasurer’s instructions.—G.E., 20/4/82.
Hone.—20, M.lt,

No. 18.
The Secretary, C. and R. R. S. N. Co., to The President of the Marine Board.
Clarence aud Richmond Rivers Steam Navigation Company,
Sydney, 1G February, 1882.
Reverting to your favours of IGth December and 18th ultimo, I am now directed to say that
while there appeared auy chance of removing the wreck the Board were not disposed to stand on their
legal position in the matter, and would have used any means they were advised might he effectual to meet
your wishes, but they have sent an experienced competent surveyor to the spot, who reports that tho
wreck cannot be removed, and that the attempt to do so may be fraught with greater inconvenience to
tho navigation ; that as a matter of fact there is now little or no danger or impediment to the navigation ;
and the demand that this Company should undertake an impracticable attempt seems unreasonable, and
such as the Board, in their duly to their shareholders, must decline to comply with.
They therefore respectfully submit that as they are not the owners of the ship ; that as she was sold
in open market, and purchased by Mr. Short, who paid for her and proceeded to save all he could from
her, this Company could not undertake the removal of the ship, involving her destruction, without his
permission; and that any property they removed from the wreck would be his, and he it is who would be
entitled to any funds arising from the sale of any portion thereof by order of the J usticcs empowered
in that behalf by the Act.
The Board also submit that, from the report above alluded to, it seems clear that it is virtually
impossible to move the wreck at all, aud that an attempt to blow her up would iu that shallow' entrance
involve greater risks to-the navigation than the wreck at present causes.
I have, &c.,
JOHN WHITE,
Secretary.
Sir,

'

No. 19.
Mr. A. C. Garrick to Captain Hickson, R.N.
“ Ballina.”
Sir,

127, Pitt-sfreet, Sydney, 15 February, 1882.
I am very sorry that this matter is again becoming troublesome, but I think that Mr. Young,
M.P., is impelled by his constituents, more than by his convictions, that the wreck is an obstruction to
navigation. I forward the paper’s relating to the case, and am obliged for your allowing me to peruse
them.
Believe me, &e.,
______________________________ _
ALFRED C. GARRICK.

No. 20.
Mr. J. H. Young to The Colonial Treasurer.
Sir,

Sydney, 28 February, 1882.
I have the honor to request that I may bo informed what decision has been arrived at by the
Marine Board with reference to the removal of the wreck of the “ Ballina” from the entrance to Port
Macquarie harbour.
_ _
1 have repeated complaints from tho residents of the district that this wreck should be allowed so
long to obstruct navigation, and I know vessels have been detained with valuable produce for cousiderablc
times.
_
I beg to remind you that on the 20th instant you promised to inform me what action the Marine
Board had taken.
I have, &c.,
--------J. H. YOUNG, M.P.
There is considerable danger apprehended by the Marino Board that if the wreck of the “ Ballina”
is blown up the debris will impede the navigation of tho channel now open, and the question is still
under the consideration whether it is not more in the interest of the navigation of the port to allow the
wreck to remain as she lies in preference to removing her by powder or dynamite.—J.W., 2/3/82.
Mr.
Ross.— G.E., 3/3/82. Informed.—M.H., 3.
No. 21.

r
9
No. 21.

The Under-Sccretarv for finance and Trade to The Crown Solicitor.
Sir,

The Treasury, New South "Wales, Sydney, 20 April, 1SS2.
I have tho honor, by direction ot tho Colonial Treasurer, to enclose tho papers relative to the
obstruction at the entrance to Port Macquarie, caused by tho wreck of the steamship “Ballina.”
I am to request that you will take the necessary steps to cause the Clarence and Richmond River
Steam Navigation Company to remove the wreck, in accordance with the law.
I have, &c.,
JNO. -T. EATON,
(For TT.-S.)
Received.—IT.II.O., 21/4/S2.

No. 22.
The Crown Solicitor to The Under-Secrctary for hinancc and Trade.
Sir,
Crown Solicitor’s Office, Sydney, 9 May, 1SS2.
_
I have the honor to return herewith your letter of date 20th April, aud the papers forwarded
therewith, instructing me to take the necessary steps to cause the Clarence and Richmond River Steam
Navigation Company to remove the wreck of the steamship “ Ballina,” and to state that until further
instructed 1 am unable to take any steps in this matter.
The power given by the Navigation Act is not to compel the owner of a sunk or stranded vessel to
remove same, hut to call upon him so lo do, and in case of neglect or refusal to remove the. vessel at his
‘
cost.
The 111th section of the Navigation Act provides that if the owner of a wreck is called upon and
fails to remove same, 1\vo Justices upon the complaint of any person appointed by the Marine Board may
issue their warrant for removing the vessel in such manner </s the Justices shall order and direct, and pro
vides for the sale of the wreck, and that if the proceeds of tho sale shall he insulllcieutto pay the expenses
of removing the wreck, the owner shall be chargeable with any balance then remaining due.
It seems, therefore, that the mode in which the wreck is to be removed must he considered and
decided upon by the Justices, as this mode of removal may materially affect the cost to which the owners
will he rendered liable. 1, some time since, under instructions received from your Department, filed an
information in order to make application to Justices for an order to remove the “ Ballina,” and the appli
cation was adjourned from time to lime to allow tho Marine Board to decide as to the mode of removal
which the Justices should be asked fo sanction, hut Ibis information was not supplied, and eventually it
was understood that the Company had arranged with the Board as to lire removal of the “Ballina.”
I have, therefore, to request that you will inform me as to the course to he adopted for the removal
of this vessel which 1 am to ask the Justices to sanction. I have been informed, verbally, that the vessel
cannot be raised and removed, and that tho navigation of the river will be injuriously affected if the wreck
is blown up; hut, however this may be, it is necessary that I should request the Justices to approve of
some defined mode of removal of the wreck, which at present I am not in a position to do.
1 have, &c.,

JOHN WILLIAMS,
--------Crown Solicitor.
The President of the Marine Board.—J. W., ll/u/82.
G.E., 11/5/S2, B.C.
The removal of this wreck will be a matter of considerable difficulty and danger. It is therefore
submitted that the Engineer-in-Chicf for Harbours and Rivers may be requested to send a professional
officer to Port Macquarie, to thoroughly examine the locality with the view of advising the Marine Board
as to the best mode of proceeding in this matter.—By order, G.S.L., 18/5/82.
Urgent.—I should be glad if the Secretary for Public "Works will act on tho suggestion of the
Marine Board.—J.W., 20/5/S2.
The Under-Secrctary for Public Works.— G-.E., 22/5/S2, B.C.
Harbours and Rivers, B.C., 20/5/82, J.R.
'
’
Captain Howard in the first instance to make accurate survey of the position of the wreck; I will
then consider as to the best method for ils removal.—E.O.M., 27/5/82. B.C., Captain Howard.
Carrying out other urgent work in Sydney Harbour and elsewhere has prevented me attending to this up
to the present time,—F. Howaud, R.N., 14/9/S2.
As Captain Howard’s time is so much occupied, I
will send Mr. Hickson from Newcastle if the lion, the Treasurer desires it.—E.O.M., 1,4/9/82.
Seen.—
J.W.

[Two sketches.]
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

LAND AND WHARF AT ST. LEONARDS.
(APPLICATIONS OP MESSES STUART AND HARNETT EOR.)

Ordered by ihe Legislative Assembly to be printed, 17 April, 1S83.

KETUBH to an Order of tlie Honorable the Legislative Assembly of Hew Sonth
Wales, made on the 20th March, 1883, That there be laid upon the Table of
this House,—
“ Copies of all letters, minutes, papers, plans, or other documents having
“ reference to tlie'applications of Messrs. Stuart and Harnett for certain
“ land and a wharf at St. Leonards.”
(Mr. Abigail.)
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No. 1.
Messrs. Harnett & Stuart to The Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

Sydney, 7 February, 1882.
Wc have the honor to enclose herewith application for rescission of reservation of waterfrontage, Hillison’s 5-acre and Gilbert’s 16-acre grants, Mossman’s Bay, per plan herewith. The
improvements consist of a quarry, tramway, and drain, also a wharf, cranes for loading stone, which have
cost us .£5,000 or more to present date. Wc have the honor to beg your favourable consideration to our
application.
We have, kc.,
R. HARNETT.
--------ALEX. STUART.
Minute on above.
The Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers and the Surveyor-General.—O.O.
B.C., Lands
Department, 17-18 February, 1882.
(Enclosure A to No. 1.]
Application for Special Purchase under Section 12.
Sir,
310, George-street, Sydney, 7 February, 1882.
_ _
I have the honor to apply, pursuant to the 12th clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, for the
rescission of reservation of water-frontage of the land hereunder described.
Appended hereto is a plan illustrative of this application, together with a receipt showing that the sum of £5 has
been deposited in the Treasury on account thereof.
We have, Ac,,
Signature of applicants—R. HARNETT.
The Minister for Lands,
ALEX. STUART.
Description
370—A
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Description of land applied for.
100 feet reservation, embraced in Hillison’s 5-acre grant and Gilbert's IG-acre grant, at head of Mossman’s Bay, on
the western side of the bay, parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland,
Received the aljove-mcntioned sum of £5 on account of the foregoing application.
W. NEWCOMBE,
Colonial Treasury, Sydney, 0 February, 1SS’2.
{For tlie Colonial Treasurer.)

No. 2.
Memorandum by Surveyor-General and Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers.
Stuart it Harnett applying for the rescission of the reservation of 100 feet above high-water-mark,
contained in Hillison’s 5-acre and Gilbert's 16-acre grant, at Mossman’s Bay, parish of Willoughby,
county of Cumberland.
We recommend that applicants be permitted to purchase the rescission of the reservation of 100 feet above
high-water-mark of Mossman’s Bay, contained in the Crown grants hereunder mentioned :—
T.-Hillison’s 5 acres.
J. Gilbert’s 16 acres.
P. P. ADAMS.
Tlie Undersecretary for Works, 4/7/82.
E. O. MORIARTY.
■
Minutes on Mo. 2.
Forward to Lands.—J.L., 6/7/82.
The Under-Secretary for Lands.—W.F., -pro U.S., B.C.,
15/7/S2.
Submitted for approval—F.H.W., 21/7/82. GO., 21/7/82.
Approved.- .Lvo. R, 22/7/82.
Records as to objections, then to Mr, Peyton.—J.B.T., 16/8/82.
Mr. Furber,—For memorandum of
obstructions, please, to Mr. District-Surveyor Woohych.—S.L.P., 16 February, 1883.

No. 3.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Messrs. Stuart & Harnett.
Gentlemen,
’
Department of Lands, Sydney, 2 August. 1882,
With reference to your application of the 7th February last for the rescission of the reservation
of 100 feet above high-water-mark contained in Hillison’s 6-acre and Gilbert’s 16-aere grants at
Mossman’s Bay, parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland, I am directed to inform you that, under a
report which lias been received from the Enginecr-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers and the SurveyorGeneral, the Secretary for Lands has approved of your being allowed to purchase tlie rescission in question,
provided that, at the expiration of four weeks from the date of a notice to be published in the Government
Gazette inviting the public to lodge any objections they may have to a compliance with your application,
no valid objections shall have been lodged.
_
2. You must clearly understand that this approval extends only so far as this Department is
concerned : and, further, that any work undertaken by you in connection with the proposed rescission will,
until such time as final approval shall have been given by the Governor and Executive Council, he regarded
as at your own risk.
I have, <tc.,
CHARLES OLIVER,
Under-Secretary.
.

No. 4.
Gazette Notice of Application made "by Messrs. Stuart & Harnett.
Application to purchase rescission of reservation.
Department of .Lands, Sydney, 11 August, 1882.
Uotice is hereby given that application has been made by the parties hereunder mentioned, under the 12th
clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, for the rescission of the reservations of the lands within
100 feet of high-water-mark in front of their properties, as particularized in the annexed description j and
all persons interested are invited to state within one month from this date their objections {if any) to the
proposed rescission.
JOHF ROBERTSON.
Registration
^Q.

>■ Name of Applicants.

Description.

Ms.
Messrs. Stuart & Harnett... County of Cumberland, parish of Willougby, the reservation of 100 feet above
82-10,773
high-water-mark of Mossnuui’s Bay, contained in the following Crown
82-1,220 S.P.
grants :—T. Hillison’a 5 acres and J. Gilbert’s 10 acres.

SCHEDULE.

3
SCHEDULE.
NO.

_

PAGE,

1. Messrs. Stuart & Harnett to the Secretary for Lands, with enclosure and minute. 7 February, 18S2................
2. Memorandum by tlie Surveyor-General aud the Erigineor-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers, with minutes.
4 July, 1SS2...................................................................................................................................................................................................................

3. Under-Secretary for Lands to Messrs. Stuart & Harnett. 2 August, 1882 ..........................................................
4. Gazette notice of application made by Messrs. Stuart & Harnett. 11 August, 1882 ...........................................

3
3

3
4

No. 1.
Messrs. Stuart & Harnett to The Secretary for Lands.
v

Sir

Sydney, 7 February, 1S82.
Wr; beg to hand you herewith application for the rescission of the reservation of tlie waterfrontage at Little Sirius Cove of Hanson’s 30-acre grant, now our property, and on which a number of
improvements have been made ; four residences are now on the block, and several more will be erected
shortly. We have expended a large amount of money in improving the Government road on the western
boundary of this land, and have spent a considerable amount in improvements in this locality generally.
We have, &c.,
E. HARNETT.
--------ALEX. STUART.
Minule on above.
The Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers and the Surveyor-General.—O.O. B.C., Lands
Department.—E.H.W., 17 February, 1882.
[Enclosure A io No. 1.]
Application for Special Purchase under Section 12.
Sir,
310. George-street, 7 February, 1SS2.
We have the honor to apply, pursuant to the 12th clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, for the
rescission of reservation of water-frontage of the land hereunder described.
Appended hereto is a plan illustrative of this application, together with a receipt showing that the sum of £5 has
been deposited in the Treasury on account thereof,
Wc have, &c.,
R. HARNETT.
------ALEX. STUART.
Description of land applied for.
100 feet reservation embraced in Manson’s grant, Little Sirius Cove (of 30 acres), parish of Willoughby, county of
Cumberland.
------Received the above-mentioned sum of £5 on account of the foregoing application.
,
W. NEWCOMER,
Colonial Treasury, Sydney, 9 February, 1882.
(For the Colonial Treasurer.)

No. 2.
Memorandum by Surveyor-General and Engineer-in-Cbief for Harbours and Rivers.
Stuart & Harnett applying for 'the rescission of tbe 100 feet reservation above high-water-mark contained
in R. Manson’s 30-acre grant at Little Sirius Cove, parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland.
We recommend that applicants be permitted to purchase the rescission of the reserve of 100 feet above
high-water-mark of Little Sirius Cove, in tho Crown grant hereunder mentioned :—
R. Manson’s 30-acre grant.
P. F. ADAMS.
The Under-Seeretary for Public Works.
--------E. O. MORIARTY.
Minutes on No. 2.
Forward to Lands.—J.L., 6/7/82.
The Under-Secretary for Lands.—W.F., pro U.-S,, B.C.,
15/7/82.
Submitted for approval.—T.H.W., 21/7/82. C.O., 21/7/82.
Approved.—Two. R,, 22/7/82.
Records,—As to objections, then to Mr. Peyton.—J.B.T., 16/9/82.
Mr. Furber,—For memo, of
instructions, please, to Mr, District-Surveyor Woolrych.—J.B.D., 16 February, /83.

No. 3.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Messrs. Stuart aud Harnett.
Gentlemen,
Department of Lands, Sydney, 2 August, 1882.
With reference to your application of the 7th February last, for the rescission of the reserva
tion of 100 feet above high-water-mark, contained in R. Manson’s *30-aere grant, at Little Sirius Cove,
parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland, J am directed to inform you that, under a report which
has been received from the Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers and the Surveyor-General, the
Secretary for Lands has approved of your being allowed to purchase the rescission in question, provided
that, at the expiration of four weeks from the date of a notice to he published in the Government
Gazette, inviting the public to lodge any objections they may have to a compliance with your application,
no valid objections shall have been lodged.
2. You must clearly understand that this approval extends only so far as this Department is con
cerned; and, further, that any work undertaken by you in connection with the proposed rescission will,
until such time as final approval shall have been given by the G ovemor and Executive Council, be
regarded as at your own risk,
I have, &c.,
CHARLES OLIVER,
Under-Secrctary.
No. 4.
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No. 4.
Gazette Notice.
Application to purchase rescission of reservation.
Department of Lands, Sydney, 11 August, 1882.
If otic e is hereby given that application has been made by'the parties hereunder mentioned, under the
12th clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, for the rescission of the reservation of the land
■within 100 feet of high-water-mark in front of their properties, as particularized in tho annexed descrip
tion ; and all persons interested are invited to state within one month from this date their objections, if
anv, to the proposed rescission.
_
^
■
F F
•
JOHN ROBEKTSON.

*
*
82-10,774
82-1,230, R.P.

Description.

Name of Applicants,

Registration No.

*

*

*

*

*

#

+

+

*****

Messrs, Stuart & Harnett.., County of Cumberland, parish of Willoughby, the reservation of 100 feet
above high-water-mark of Little Sirius Cove, contained in the following
Crown grant—K. Manson’s 80 acres.
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No. 1.
Mr. J. Bell to Tlie Colonial Secretary.
Sir,

4 King-si, Sydney, 3 April, 1830.
I have the honor to inform you that I am at present fitting up the brig “William Stovcld” for
the whale fishery, and not having water-side premises I am obliged to store and cooper my casks, &c., on
the King's wharf, and also at this moment 1 am compelled to pump oil from one cask into another, the pro
ceeds of the last voyage. These ojmrations, viz., the noise of coopering, lumbering tlie wharf, and the
offensive smell of the oil, the Custom House Officers very justly complain of, so much so that if I am not
allowed to proceed it will very materially retard my object and affect my interest. In order to prevent a
recurrence of the nuisance when the vessel returns, I beg through you to solicit His Excellency the Governor
to grant me a portion of unlocated land bounded by the harbour of Port Jackson, for the purpose of erect
ing a wharf and suitable premises fotrfhe equipment of vessels employed in the whale fishery.
I have, Ac..
JOHN BELL.

No. 2.
The Colonial Secretary to Mr. J. Bell.
Gentlemen,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 8 June, 1830.
I have had the honor to receive and submit to the Governor your application of tlie 3rd April
last, for an allotment of land on the north shore of Port Jackson, and am directed by His Excellency to
inform you that from the great value of the land in the spot alluded to it is thought proper to bestow it exclu
sively on such persons as are really engaged in the whale fisheries or some other undertaking which requires
a water-side allotment, and will immediately form the establishments requisite for carrying on their trade.
I do myself the honor accordingly to request that you will state, for His Excellency’s information,
what proof it is in your power to offer that you have actually embarked your capital in any such speculation
■as above mentioned, and on what date it is your intention to commence, bona fide, the necessary wharfs and
buildings, if an allotment be granted to you,
I have, &c.,
ALEXANDER McLEAY.

No. 3.
Mr. J. King to The Colonial Secretary.
Sir,
Sydney, 12 June, 1830.
. _ _
I bad the honor to receive your favour of the 8th instant, addressed to Mr. Bell, regarding his
application for a water-side allotment, which 1 take the liberty of replying to, having authority from him for
that purpose. Eor the information of His Excellency the Governor, I do myself the honor to enclose a
document* which I hope wdll sufficiently prove that Mr, Bell has already embarked considerable capital enolosruro B;
and is actually engaged in the whale-iisliing business. He now accompanies the vessel on her present voyage.
If further proof is necessary, I will he most happy to render it.
r.
1 beg respectfully to infonn His Excellency that I am instructed by Mr. Bell,f during his absence, enclosure A.'
to make the requisite arrangements for the erection of such premises and wharfs as will be necessary, pre
vious to the arrival of the vessel, which may reasonably be expected in a few months, with a cargo of oil.
Subjoined is a copy of the inst,ructions I hold from Mr. Bsll.
I have, Ac.,
------------------JAMES KING.
[Enclosure A io No, 3.]
Sir,
Sydney, 18 April, 1830.
I hereby authorize you to open and answer any letters that may be sent from the Honorable Colonial Secretary’s
Office regarding the water-side allotment I have applied for, to select it, and to manage any other matters regarding the same.
To Mr. J. King, 5, King-street.
JOHK BELL.
[Enclosure B to No. 3.]
_
Sydney, 12 June, 1830.
We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that Mr, Bell is personally known to us, that ho has embarked a- considerable amount
-of capital in the whale fishing, and that he at present accompanies the vessel on a whaling voyage.
■

EDWARD W OILS TONE CREPT.
ROBERT HOWE.
JOHN ETNGLK.
ARCHD. MOSSMAN.
JAMES KING.

No. 4.
.
The Colonial Secretary to Mr. J, Bell.
Sb,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 26 July, 1830.
With reference to your application of the 3rd April last, for a portion of land bounded by the
harbour of Port Jackson, for the purpose of erecting a wharf and stores, Ac., required to enable you to
carry on your whaling pursuits, and also to your letter of the 12th ultimo, in reply to mine of the 8th,
representing the extent of your engagements in this trade and your intention to commence the necessary
buildings immediately, I have now the honor to inform you that the point of land between Careening Cove
and Neutral Harbour, as well as that between Great and Little Sirius Coves, lias been laid out into allot
ments for this purpose, and that His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to order that you may
receive one of them.
"
At the same time I am directed to apprise you that these allotments will only be granted on the
-express condition of the necessary buildings being commenced within six months, in default of which they
.
will

■will be forfeited. You will accordingly have the goodness to notify the selection you may make to the
Surveyor-General, in order that that officer may include the same, if unobjectionable, in his half-monthly
report for final approval previous to your obtaining the regular authority for possession, which will state
more specifically the conditions it will be granted on.
I have, <ke.,
ALEXANDER McLEAY.

No. 5.
The Colonial Secretary to Mr. A. Mossman.
Sir,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 19 October, 1830.
With reference to your letter of the 5th August last, renewing your application for a portion
of land in the harbour of Port Jackson, for the purpose of erecting a wharf and stores, (fee., required to
carry on your whaling pursuits, I do myself the honor to inform you that as tlie point of land between
Neutral Harbour and Careening Cove, as well as that between the Great and Little Sirius Coves, has been
laid out into allotments for the purpose, that His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to order that
you may receive one of them.
At the same time I am directed to apprise you that these allotments will only be granted on the
express condition of the necessary buildings being commenced within six months, in default of which they
will be forfeited. You will accordingly have the goodness to notify your selection to the Surveyor-General,
in order that that officer may include the same, if unobjectionable, in his half-monthly reportfor final approval
previous to obtaining the regular authority for possession, which will state more specifically the conditions
it/will be granted on.
I have, <tc.,
ALEXANDER McLEAY.

No. 6.
The Colonial Secretary to The Surveyor General.
Sir,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 19 October, 1S30.
I do myself the honor to infonn you that His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to
order Mr. Archibald Mossman aud Mr. Charles Staples are to be allowed to select each an allotment on the
North Shore for the purposes of whaling establishments, either at the point of land between Careening
Cove and Neutral Harbour, or that between Great and Little Sirius Coves, which have been set apart for
these purposes, and to request that after those gentlemen have fixed upon the spots they wish to receive,
taking care that Mr. Mossman has the priority of selection, you will be pleased to include their names in
your half-monthly return for His Excellency’s final approval,
'
I have, (fee.,
ALEXANDER McLEAY

No. 7.

Mr. J. King to Tlie Surveyor General.
Sir,

Sydney, 2 December, 1830.
By virtue of the permission granted me by His Excellency the Governor to select an allotment
on the north shore of Port Jackson, I have tlie honor to apprise you that 1 have selected section No. 7
(seven) in Little Sirius Cove.
I have, (fee.,
(For John Bell),
--------JAMES KING.
Minute on No. 7.
Abstract of 1-15th December, 1830. 4 acres more or less, special reserve allotment No. 7, for
the purpose of erecting stores and other suitable buildings necessary for the formation of a whaling or other
mercantile establishment Possession given Mr. John Bell, or in his absence, Mr. James King, his agent.
Surveyor-General, collection, interest, revenue, 1st January, 1831.

No. 8.
The Colonial Secretary to The Surveyor-General.
Sir,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 1 January, 1831.
I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to apprise you that Mr. John Bell, or in Iris
absence, Mr. James King, his agent, has received permission to take possession of the 4 acres more or less
of land, described as No. 30-344 in your abstract of lands selected between the 1st and the 15th of
December, 1830, to be held agreeably to the existing regulations, as a special reserve for the purpose of
erecting stores and other buildings necessary for tlie formation of a whaling or other mercantile establish
ment, the reservation of 100 feet from high-water-mark and the conditions as to personal residence on the
land being omitted.
I have, (fee.,
T. C. HARINGTON,
(For the Colonial Secretary.)

No. 9.
The Colonial Secretary to The Surveyor-General.
Sir,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 1 January, 1831.
I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to apprise you that Mr. Archibald Mossman
has received permission to take possession of the 4 acres more or less of land, described as No, 30-345 in
your abstract of lands selected between the 1st and the 15th of December, 1830, to be held agreeably to
the

tlie existing regulations, as a special reserve for the purpose of erecting stores and other buildings necessary
for the formation of a whaling or other mercantile establishment, tlie reservation of 100 feet from highwater-mark and the condition as to personal residence on the land being omitted.
I have, the.,
T. C. HARINGTOX,
(For the Colonial Secretary.)

No. 10.
Tlie Colonial Secretary to Mr. J. Bell.
Sir,

Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 1 January, 1831.
Tlie Surveyor-General having stated in his report for 1-15 December, 1830, that in pursuance
of the authority given to you by His Excellency the Governor you have selected 4 acres more or less of
land situated in the county of Cumberland, parish of Willoughby, being allotment 2Jo. 7 (seven), between
Great and Little Sirius Coves, for the purpose of erecting stores and other buildings necessary for the
formation of a whaling or other mercantile establishment, I am directed to communicate to you His
Excellency’s sanction to take possession of the said 4 acres more or less of land, and to retain the same
(if it has been surveyed) for two years from the present date, or until His Majesty’s pleasure shall be made
known on the subject, provided that you apply it immediately to the purpose stated and do not convert any
part of it to any other purpose whatsoever; but if the selection which you have made he in an unsurveyed
part of the country, it will not be possible to determine at present whether there are any prior claims or
other objections to your obtaining the precise spot applied for or not. It is presumed, however, that there
will be a sufficiency of laud for all purposes, and the Government will not interfere with your selection if it
can be avoided.
If it be found, at the end of two years, that you have failed to carry into effect the purpose above
stated, the land will he immediately resumed and granted to another applicant; but if, during that time,
you shall fully and bona fide comply with the intention of this reserve, and if the same shall be approved
by His Majesty, you will be allowed a grant of tlie land in free and common socage on the following
conditions, viz. :—
1. You will have to pay a quit-rent to the Crown of 5 per cent, per annum on the value of the
land, as it may be hereafter fixed by the Commissioners appointed for that purpose or by
order of His Majesty’s Government.
2. The payment of the quit-rent will not commence until the end of seven years from this date,
but within that period you must expend in improvements on the land a sum equal to its full
value, estimated as above, under the penalty of forfeiting tlie grant.
■
3. The quit-rent will be redeemable at your option on a payment to the Colonial Treasury of a
sum equal to twenty years' purchase, provided such payment be made within twenty years
from the present date.
4. The land will not he alienable under any pretence whatever before the expiration of seven
years from this date, nor until the sum above stipulated to bo laid out in improvements shall
have been actually expended on it, and you will not be put in possession of tho title deeds
.
until the end of that period.
5. Tho Crown reserves to itself all mines of gold, silver, and coals, the right of making and con
structing all roads and bridges which may be necessary for public purposes, and such stones,
indigenous timber, and other materials, the produce of the land, as may bo required at any
time for the construction and repair of the said roads and bridges, for naval purposes, and for
public works.
C. You must apply other land to the purpose above stated, and never convert any part of it to
any other purpose whatever, under penalty of forfeiture.
I have, itc.,
---------ALEXIt. McLEAY.
[Enclosure to Yb. 10,]

Extract from half-monthly Return, No. 2, fol 242.
Ko.

Kamo*

Date of
Order.

344 John Bell, per
1S30.
ncrent, .Ifunea July, 28.
Kins:.

No. of Date of notice
Acres. of selection.
more
or
less.

Situation of land
selected.

Surveyor-General's
Jteport.

Decision,

1830.
County of Cumber Vacant.
Selection approved, 1 January. 1831.
2 December.
land, parish of Wil- Descriptions for- To be held agreeably to tho existing regu
lotifhly. Allotment warned to Colonial lations as a special reserve for the
No. 7, between Secretary for deeds purpose of erecting stores and other
Great ami Utile in S. G. blank co^er Duildings necessary for the formation of
Sirius Covoa
48/S2, dated 22A]7Til, a whaling or other mercantile establish
1842, on application ment ; the reservation of 100 feet from
high-water-mark and the condition as
41/Ollfi.
to personal residence being omitted.
Charted : see cat. N. 3-699.
Measured by J. Larmier.

No. 11.
The Colonial Secretary to Mr. A. Mossman.
Sir,

Colonial'Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 1 January, 1831.
The Surveyor-General having stated in his report for 1—15 December, 1830, No.------ , that,
in pursuance of tho authority given tojou by His Excellency the Governor, you have selected 4 acres,
more or less, of land situated in the county of Cumberland, parish of "Willoughby, being allotment No. 6
(six) between Great and Little Sirius Creeks, for tbe purpose of erecting stores and other buildings
necessary for the formation of a whaling or other mercantile establishment, I am directed to communicate
to you His Excellency’s sanction to take possession of the said 4 acres, more or less, of land, and to
■
retain

retain the same (if it has been surveyed) for two years from this present date, or until His Majesty’s-pleasure shall be made known on the subject, provided that you apply it immediately to the purpose
stated, and do not convert any part of it to any other purpose whatsoever.
_
_
But if the selection which yon have made be in an unsurveyed part of the country, it will not be
possible to determine at present whether there are any prior claims or other objections to your obtaining;
the precise spot applied for or not. It is presumed, however, that there will be a sufficiency of land forall purposes, and the Government will not interfere with your selection if it can Ic avoided.
If it he found at the end of two years that you have failed to carry into effect the purpose above
stated, the land will be immediately resumed and granted to another applicant. But if, during that time,,
you shall fully and bona fide comply with the intentions of this reserve, and if the same shall be
approved by His Majesty, you will be allowed a grant of the land in free and common socage on the
following conditions, viz.:—
1. That you will have to pay a quit-rent to the Crown of 5 per cent, per annum on the value of
the land, as it may be hereafter fixed by the Commissioners appointed for that purpose, or
by order of His Majesty’s Government.
2. The payment of the quit-rent will not commence until the end of seven years from this date,
but within that period you must expend in improvements on the land a sum equal to its
full value, estimated as above, under penalty of forfeiting the grant.
_
3. The quit-rent will be redeemable at your option on a payment to the Colonial Treasury of a
sum equal to twenty years’ purchase, provided such payment be made within twenty years
from this present date.
_
_
4. The land will not.he alienable under any pretence whatever before the expiration of seven'
years from this date, nor until the sum above stipulated to be laid out iu improvements,
shall have beeu actually expended on it, and you will not be put in possession of the title
deeds until the end of that period.
_
_
5. The Crown reserves to itself all mines of gold, silver, and coals, the right of making and
constructing all roads and bridges which may be necessary for public purposes, and such
stone, indigenous timber, and other materials, the produce of the land, as may be required
at anytime for the construction and repair of the said roads and bridges, for naval purposes,
and for public works.
_
6. You must apply the land to the purposes above stated, and never convert any part of it to
any other purpose whatever, under penalty of forfeiture.
I have. Ac.,
---------ALEX. McLEAY.
Minute on No. 11.
Original is endorsed on hack by A. Mossman, -written, 12 Eebruary, 1831, to the Surveyor-General,,
requesting him to survey the land ou the Xorth Shore.—Ahchubald Mossmax.

[Enclosure to No. 11.]
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No. 12.
The Colonial Secretary to Mr. J, Bell.
gjTj
Colonial Secretary’s Office, 25 July, 1831.
’
I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to request that you will report to me beforethe 1st of the ensuing month what progress you have made in fulfilling the conditions on which theallotment at the Horth Shore was expressly given to you.
I have, Ac.,
ALEXANDER McLEAY.
Minute on No. 12.
Duplicate of the above was again sent on 23rd August, 1831.

No. 13.
The Colonial Secretary to Mr. A. Mossman.
gjT)
Colonial Secretary’s Office, 25 July, 1831.
’
I am directed by His Excellency tbe Governor to request that you will report to me beforethe 1st of the ensuing month what progress you have made in fulfilling the conditions on which theallotment at the North Shore was expressly given to you.
I have, Ac.,
ALEXANDER McLEAY.
No. 14..

No. 14.
Messrs. Hughes & Hosking to The Colonial Secretary.
Sir,

Sydney, 11 October, 1841.
You will oblige us by stating whether a grant for 4 acres of land, dated 12th February, 1831,
allotment No. 6, at Sirius Cove, parish of Willoughby, in favour of Archibald Mossman, is in your office,
the same not being marked off as usual on the parish map in the Surveyor’s office when issued.
We have, &c.,
——
HUGHES & HOSKING.
Minutes on A'o. 14.
The Surveyor-General is requested to report, furnishing the description if the grant be noted.—
E.D.-T., blank cover, 15 October, 1841.
Mr. Assistant-Surveyor Dalgety having furnished me with descriptions of the allotments 6 and 7
at Great Sirius Cove, for the deeds of grant of which Messrs. Hughes & Hosking have applied in their
letter of the 8th November, 1841 (see No. —), copies are forwarded herewith; so that deeds of grant can
now be prepared if His Excellency the Governor should think proper. Owing to a supposed discrepancy
in the surveys of Messrs. Larmer and White the descriptions of these allotments have not been previously
forwarded.—T.L.M., Surveyor-General’s Office, 22 April, 1842.
X conclude the deeds may be advertised, upon Messrs. Hughes & Hosking sending the necessary
letters within one month; and in default, then to advertise for the original donors.—30 April, 1842.
The authenticated letters should be furnished previously to advertising in Messrs. Hughes &
Hosking’s names.—3 May, 1842.

No. 15.
Messrs. Hughes & Hosking to The Colonial Secretary.
Sir,
Sydney, 8 November, 1841.
(
There being a discrepancy between tbe surveys of Messrs. White and Larmer over two
portions of land, containing 4 acres each, in Great Sirius Cove, known as Mossman’s Bay, which occasions
the non-issue of the deeds of grant which wo require as proprietors by purchase from Archibald Mossman,
we will feel obliged by tlie Government adopting early measures for rectifying any error in tho original
measurement of the portions already alluded to, standing as Nos. 6 and 7 in the parish map of
Willoughby.
We are, &c.,
--------HUGHES & HOSKING.
Minutes on Wo, 15.
Tbe Surveyor-General is requested to report. Blank cover.—E.D.-T., 11 November, 1841.
The
Assistaut-Surveyor will receive again instructions to attend to this.—T.L.M., 18 November, 1841.
Beturned Colonial Secretary’s office.—19 November, 1841.
Inform Mr. Terry Hughes as above.—
19 November.
'

No. 16.
The Colonial Secretary to Messrs. Hughes & Hosking.
Gentlemen,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 23 November, 1841.
In reply to your letter of the 8th instant respecting a discrepancy in the measurement of two
portions.of land at Sirius Cove, I do myself the honor to.inform you that the Assistant-Surveyor will
now again receive instructions to attend to this matter.
I have, &c.,
E. DEAS-THOMSON.

No. 17.
The Colonial Secretary to The Surveyor-General.
Sir,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 23 November, 1841.
In pursuance of your report of tbe 18th instant on a letter from Messrs. Hughes & Hosking
respecting a discrepancy in the measurement of two portions of land at Sirius Cove, I do myself the
honor to inform you that Messrs. Hughes & Hosking have been apprised that the Assistant-Surveyor
will now again receive instructions to attend to this matter.
I have, &c.,
E. DEAS-THOMSON.

No. 18.
The Surveyor-General to Mr. Assistant-Surveyor Dalgety.
S'r,
.
Surveyor-General’s Office, 24 November, 1841.
^
I enclose you copies of Mr. Assistant-Surveyor Larmer’s description of the allotments
Nos. 6 and 7, at Sirius Cove. These descriptions have never been acted on, because Mr. AssistantSurveyor H. F. White represented that there was a considerable error in them. This Mr. Larmer denied,
and instructions were accordingly issued, I believe, either to Mr. Butler or yourself, to inquire into'this
discrepancy between the work of the two surveyors. Unfortunately, Mr. H. F. White’s letter aud
explanatory sketch and Mr. Larmer’s letters have been mislaid. The Colonial Secretary having handed
to me, under blank cover of 15 October, 1841, an application from Hughes & Hosking for the deed 'of
grant of No. G, and also another application, under blank cover of 11 November, 1841, for the deeds of
grant of allotments Nos. G and 7, and praying an investigation of the discrepancy, I have to request that
you will take the earliest opportunity of inquiring into this business, which has been standing over now
since 1836, and furnish a plan and fresh descriptions if necessary.
_________________________________

I have, <tc.,
T. L. MITCHELL.
No. 19.

370—B

56
io
No. 19.
Mr. Assistant-Surveyor Dalgety to The Surveyor- General.
Sir,

Flan and
descriptions

enclosed,

North Shore, 9 March, 1842.
According to the instructions contained in your letter, I have the honor to forward a plan and
descriptions of allotments Nos. 4, 5, 6. 7, aud 8, at Sirius Cove, in the county of Cumberland, parish of
Willoughby, and I beg leave to report that tlie only error X find is in the southern boundary of lot No. 8,
which is too little, being only 8 chains and 40 links, instead of, as formerly described, 9 chains and 20 links,
in consequence of which the area is also too little, being only 3 acres 1 rood and 30 perches, instead of, as
originally stated, 4 acres.
X have, &c.,
J. Gk DALGETY,
'
-------------------Assistant-Surveyor.
‘
[Enclosure B to No. 19.]
Description.—Archibald Mossman, 4 acres.
■
Four acres, county of Cumberland, parish of Willoughby, at Great Sirius Cove, allotment No, 0. Commencing at tho
north-west corner of allotment No. 7; and bounded on the south by the northern boundary of allotment No. 7 bearing oast
six degrees thirty minutes south eight chains; on tho cast by a road of ono chain wide bearing north twenty-four degrees oast j
on tho north by a road one chain wide bearing north sixty-five degrees west seven chains fifty links to Great Sirius Cove; and
on the west by Great Sirius Cove to the north-west corner of allotment No. 7.
Minutes on Enclosure B.
■
Promised by Governor Darling on the 19th October, 1830, and possession given on the 1st January, 1831, as a special
reserve for the erection of stores and other buildings necessary for the formation of a whaling or mercantile establishment. _
Quit-rent, 8d. sterling per annum, commencing 1st January, 1838.
[Enclosure G to No. 19.]
Description.—John Bell, 4 acres.
Four acres, county of Cumberland, parish of Willoughby, at Great Sirius Cove, allotment No. 7. Commencing at the
south-west corner of allotment No. 6 ; and bounded on tho north by the southern boundary of allotment No. 6 bearing oast
six degrees thirty minutes south eight chains ; on the east by a road one chain wide j on the south by a road one chain wide
bearing west eleven chains to Great Sirius Cove; and on the west by Great Sirius Cove to the south-west corner of No. 6
allotment.

.
Minute on Enclosure G.
Promised by Governor Darling on tho 26th July, 1830; selection approved 1st January, 1831, as a special reservo for
erection of stores and other buildings necessary for the formation of a whaling or mercantile establishment.

No. 20.
The Colonial Secretary to Messrs. Hughes & Hosldng.
_
'

Gentlemen,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 7 May, 1842.
With reference to your letters of 11th October and 8th November, 1841, claiming the deeds
of two portions of land at Great Sirius Cove, containing 4 acres each, and located to Archibald Mossman
and .Toim Bell respectively, I now do myself tbe honor to request that you will obtain the usual authen
tication letters within one month from this date, otherwise the deeds will be advertised for the original
donees.
I have, &c.,
E. DEAS-THOMSON.

No. 21.
Mr. A Mossman to The Colonial Secretary.
Sir,

Sydney, 24 July, 1843.
I have the honor to apply for the issue of a deed of grant in my favour of 4 acres (more
or less) of land situated in the county of Cumbcrlend, parish of Willoughby, being allotment No. 7
(seven), between Great and Little Sirius Coves, granted to John Bell, Esquire, by virtue of a letter of
possession, signed by the Honorable tbe Colonial Secretary, upon tbe 1st January, 1831, marked special,
and conveyed to me by Mr. Bell by deeds of lease aud release, bearing date the 9th and 10th of December,
1830, herewith exhibited, and upon which land have been erected stores and other buildings necessary for
the formation of a whaling or other mercantile establishment.
.
I have, &e.,
---------AECHIBALD MOSSMAN.
'
Minutes on No. 21.
This being a comparatively recent alienation, 1 conclude His Excellency will sanction tho issue of
a grant for the land; but Bell, the promisee, is I believe deceased, and tbe case therefore would seem to
be one for tbe Court of Claims. 25 July.
Approved.—G.G., 26 July.
Commissioner of Claims to
report accordingly. Blank cover, 27 July, 1843.—Eor tbe Colonial Secretary, AY. Elyaed.
■

No. 22.
Mr. A. Mossman to The Colonial Secretary.

■

Sir,

Sydney, 24 July, 1843.
I beg to apply for the issue in my favour of a deed of grant of 4 acres (more or less) of
land situated in the county of Cumberland, parish of AVilloughby, being allotment No, 6, between Great
and Little Sirius Coves, which was granted to me by virtue of a letter of possession, signed by the
Honorable the Colonial Secretary, upon the 1st January, 1831, marked special, and upon which I have
erected stores and other buildings necessary for tbe formation of a whaling or other mercantile
establishment.
'
I have, &c..
.
---------ARCHIBALD MOSSMAN.
-

-

■ ■■ -

■

Minutes

11
Minutes on ~Nb, 22.
■ This being a comparatively recent alienation, I conclude His Excellency will sanction' the issue of

a grant for the land ; if so, the deeds should perhaps he at once advertised for the promisee Mossman;
Messrs. Hughes and Hosking, who claimed this land, having failed to produce the proper authority from
Mossman. • 26 July, 1843.Approved.—ft.ft., 26 July, 1843.
Commissioner of Claims to investigate
and report. E.C., 26 April, 1844—E.D.-T.
. .

No. 23.
Gazette Notice.
_

Court of Claims Office, Sydney, 13 August, 1843.

Notice is hereby given, that the following claims for a deed of grant of land will bo ready for the
examination of the Commissioners appointed for that purpose under tho Act of Council, 5 William TV.,
No. 21, at tho expiration of two months from this date, before which day any eaveat or counter claim
must he entered at this office. Due notice will be given of the days appointed for tlie hearings,—
Case, No. 1,208—Archibald Mossman, of Sydney, merchant.
Four acres, county of Cumberland, parish of Willoughby, at Great Sirius Cove, allotment No. 7: Com
mencing at the south-west corner of allotment No. 6; bearing east G degrees 30 minutes south 8 chains;
on the east by a road 1 chain wide ; on the south by a road 1 eliain bearing west 11 chains to Great Sirius
Cove ; and on the west by Great Sirius Cove to tho south-west corner of No. 6 allotment,
Tliis laud was selected on an order of Governor Darling’s, dated tho 26th July, 1830, in favour of John
Bell, deceased, who, it is alleged, sold to claimant, who has erected stores, &c,, for a whaling establishment,
the condition on which the land was promised.
By direction of the Commissioners,
JOHN THOMPSON,
Secretary.

No. 24.
Gazette Notice.

*

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 21 August, 1843.
The following description of a grant of land, with the name of the person to whom it was originally
promised, is published for general information, in order that all parties concerned may have an opportunity
of correcting any errors or omisrions that may have been made inadvertently.
It. is rogues ted that wHhin one month from the present date the following particulars maybe
accurately -furnished to this office, viz., surname aud all Christian names of the person in whose favour
the deed is to he prepared, written at full length, his residence, and the intended name of the property.
Also (if required in any name but that of tlie original promisee) the grounds of the claim, and a
letter from the said promisee, if living, and from all intermediate assigns, if any, giving his and their
consent and sanction thereto, and witnessed either by a Magistrate or a Solicitor of the Supreme Court.
If these he duly furnished and satisfactory, aud if no caveat he lodged, or other case of uncertainty
appear, the deeds will be prepared accordingly, as soon as possible after the expiration of the stated period
of ono monlh. If the required particulars bo not furnished within that period, or if a caveat he lodged,
or other cause of uncertainty arise which cannot be satisfactorily determined by the Government, the
case will he referred to the Commissioners of Claims, and the parties subjected to the expense of that
proceeding.

'

CuxniEiiJAyn.

12,—Archibald Mossman, 4 (four) acres, parish of Willoughby, at Great Sirius Cove, allotment No. 6:
Commencing at the north-west corner of allotment No. 7 ; and hounded on the south by the northern
boundary of allotment No. 7 bearing east 6 degrees 80 minutes south 8 chains; on tlie east by a road of
1 chain wide hearing north 24 degrees east; on the north by a road 1 chain wide hearing north 66 degrees
west 7 chains 50 links to Great Sirius Cove; and on ihe nest by Groat Sirius Cove to the north-west
corner of allotment No. 7.
Promised by Governor Darling, on the 19th October, 1830, and possession given on the 1st January,
1831, as a special reserve, for the erection of stores and other buildings necessary for the formation of a
whaling or mercantile establishment
Quit-rent, 8d, sterling per annum, commencing 1st January, 1838.
.
By His Excellency’s Command,
E. DEAS-THOMSON.

No. 25.
Gazette Notice.
Court of Claims.—Notice of Hearing.
_
Court of Claims Office, 21 September, 1843.
The Commissioners hereby give notice of their iniention to proceed in the investigariou of the under
mentioned claim to land and town allotment, the description of which, for a deed of grant, has been fully
set forth in former advertisements.
Monday, tho 16th day of October next, and following days, at eleven o’clock, has been appointed
for the hearing, and all_ parties interested arc desired to be in attendance with their documents and
witnesses, as the case will bo hoard consecutively from day to day, aud those cases in which there may
be no attendance will be postponed at the discretion of the Court.'
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No. of Case.

1,208

Name of Claimant,

Archibald Mossman, of Sydney, merchant,

Solicitors.

...

.................

...

Such cases as were postponed at the last sitting are also appointed to be heard at the present one.
By the direction of the Commissioners,
JOHN THOMPSON,
Secretary,

No. 26.
Gazette Notice.
Court of Claims Office, 6 May, 1844.
Notice is hereby given that the following claim to a deed of grant of land and a town allotment will be

ready for examination by the Commissioners appointed for that purpose, under the Act of Council, 5
William IV. No. 21, at the expiration of two months from this date, before which day any caveat or
counter claim must he entered at this office; due notice will be given of the days appointed for the
hearing.
Case No. 1,22G, Archibald Mossman, of Sydney, opposed by Messrs. Hughes & Hosting.
Hour acres, county of Cumberland, parish of Willoughby, at Great Sirius Cove, allotment No. 6 : Com
mencing at the north-west corner of allotment No. 7 ; and bounded on tho south by the northern boundary
of allotment No. 7 bearing cast G degrees 30 minutes south 8 chains ; on the east by a road of 1 chain
wide bearing north 24 degrees east; ou the north by a road 1 chain wide bearing north 85 degrees west
7 chains 50 links to Great Sirius Cove; and on the west by Great Sirius Cove to the north-west comer of
allotment No. 7.
This allotment was located on an order of Governor Darling's, dated 19th October, 1830, in favour
of Archibald Mossman, who, it is alleged, conveyed to Hughes & Hosking. The allotment was promised
on condition of forming a whaling establishment, which condition has, it is alleged, been fulfilled.
By direction of tbe Commissioners,
JOHN THOMPSON,
Secretary.

No. 27.
Gazette Notice,

'

Court of Claims.—Notice of Hearing.
Court of Claims Office, 22 June, 1844.
The Commissioners hereby give notice of their intention to proceed in the investigation of the under

mentioned claim to land and town allotment, the description of which, for a deed of grant, has been fully
set forth in former advertisements.
Monday, the 15th of July now next, and the following days, at eleven o’clock, has been appointed
for the hearing; and all parties interested are required to be in attendance, with their documents and
witnesses, as the cases will be heard consecutively from day to day, and those cases in which there may
be no attendance will be postponed at the discretion of the Court.
1,226, Archibald Mossman, of Sydney, opposed by Messrs. Hughes <fc Hosking.
one.

Such cases as were postponed at the last sitting will also he ready for investigation at the present
.
By direction of the Commissioners,
JOHN THOMPSON,
Secretary.

No. 28.
Eeport of the Commissioners of the Court of Claims on case No. 1,208.
New South Wales.
Eeport of the Commissioners appointed under the Act of Council of 5th William IV. No. 21, for hearing
and examining claims to grants of land.
Case, No. 1,208.
Proposed grantee’s name and address—Henry Koxburgh and Henry Smyth,
Claimant's name and address—^Archibald Mossman.
Opponent’s name and address—Messrs. Hughes & Hosking.
Name of promisee, first possessor, lessee, or purchaser—John Bell.
Date of promise, lease, or purchase—26th July, 1830.
By whom promised, leased, or of whom purchased—Governor Darling.
.
Description of the land—Hour acres, county of Cumberland, parish of AVilloughby, at Great
Sirius Cove, allotment No. 7 : Commencing at the south-west corner of allotment No. G ; and bounded on
the north by the southern boundary of allotment No. G bearing east 6 degrees 30 minutes south 8 chains;
on the east by a road 1 chain wide; on the south by a road 1 chain wide bearing west 11 chains to Great
Sirius Cove; and on the west by Great Sirius Cove to the south-west corner of No. 6 allotment as
aforesaid.
Date of determination—31st March, 1845.
Eepoet.
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Beeobt.

The CommisBioners have the honor to report, for the information of His Excellency the Governor—■
That the allotment of land. No. 7, included in this case was under an order made by His Excellency
Governor Barling, and dated 2Gth July, 1830, selected by John Bell, on condition that the necessary
wharfs and stores should be erected for carrying on a whaling establishment.
That by certain indentures of lease and release, dated the 9th and 10th of December, 1836, the
said John Bell, in consideration of £300, released and conveyed the allotment of land included in this case
to Archibald Mossman.
That by indenture of lease and release, bearing date the 11th and 12th days of August, 1843,^and
made between the said Archibald Mossman of tlie one part, and John Terry Hughes and John Hosking of
the other part, iu consideration of an annuity of £2,000 per annum, the said Archibald Mossman released
and conveyed famongst other lands) the allotment of land included in this case to the said John Terry
Hughes and John Hosking, and their heirs.
That by certain indentures of lease and release, the latter dated loth August, 1843, and made
between John Terry Hughes and Esther, his wife, of the first part; John Hosking aud Martha Eoxlowe,
his wife, of the second part; the said Archibald Mossman, of the third part; and Thomas Brown and
Eobert Thomson, of the fourth part,—the said parties of the first and second part did direct, appoint,
release, and convey (amongst other lands) the allotment of land included in this case to the said Thomas
Brown and Eobert Thomson, and their heirs, upon trust, in the event of the said annuity of £2,000 being
in arrear and unpaid, to sell the said lands.
That the said Archibald Mossman became insolvent, and the said Thomas Brown and Thomas
"Ware Smart were appointed trustees of his estate and effects.
That by a certain indenture of the 5th June, 1844, John Campbell Lyall was appointed a trustee
under tlie said annuity deed, in the place of the said Eobert Thomson.
That the said annuity being in arrear, the said Thomas Brown and John Campbell Lyall, in
pursuance of the power vested in them, sold tlie Land included in this case to Andrew Eoxburgh and
Henry Smyth.
That by a certain indenture of release, dated 22nd February, 1845, and made between the said
Thomas Brown and John Campbell Lyall, of the one part, and Andrew Eoxburgh and Henry Smith, of
the other part, in consideration of the sum of £1,090, the said Thomas Brown and John Campbell Lyall
released and conveyed (amongst other lands) the lauds and heroditaryments (?) included iu this case to the
said Andrew Koxburgh and Henry Smyth, and their heirs and assigns absolutely.
That by the deposition of Gother Kerr Mann, surveyor, sworn before the Commission on the 31st
March, 1845, it appeal's that a wharf has been erected upon the land included in this case, of the value
of £1,000 or thereabout.
That the transfers and deeds above alluded to, and an abstract of title containing the particulars
of the annuity deed, were exhibited to the Commissioners and verified.
The Commissioners therefore respectfully recommend that the deed of grant of the allotment of
land included in this case be made to Andrew Koxburgh, of Surry Hills, in the city of Sydney, builder,
and Henry Smyth, also of Surry Hills, Esquire, late a Major in the 39th regiment of foot, and to their
heirs as joint tenants.
Dated this 10th day of May, 1845.
WILLIAM CAETEE.
‘
CHARLES WINDEYEE.
THOMAS CALLAGHAN.
Note.—The application, description, and four documents handed to the Commissioners by the
Colonial Secretary, under blank cover No. 42-31 of 27th July, are returned herewith, and two deposi
tions are enclosed with the papers in ease No, 1,226.
Gothek Kerb Mash.
William Cabb.

Minute on No. 28.
Approved.—G, Gipps, 16 May, 1845.

No. 29.
Report of tlie Commissioners of the Court of Claims on case No. 1,226.
New South Wales.
Eeport of the Commissioners appointed under the A.ct of Council of 5th William IV., No. 21, forbearing
and examining claims to grants of land.
Case, No. 1,226.
Proposed grantee’s name and address—Andrew Eoxburgh and Henry Smyth.
Claimant’s name and address—Archibald Mossman.
Opponent’s name—Messrs. Hughes & Hosking.
Name of promisee, first possessor, lessee, or purchaser—Archibald Mossman.
Date of promise, lease, or purchase—19th October, 1830.
By whom promised, leased, or of whom purchased—Governor Darling.
Description of tlie land—4 acres, county of Cumberland, parish of Willoughby, at Great Sirius
Cove, allotment No. 6 : Commencing at the north-west corner of allotment No. 7 ; and bounded on the
south by the northern boundary of allotment No. 7 hearing east 6 degrees 30 minutes south 8
chains ; on the east by a road of 1 chain wide bearing north 24 degrees east; on the north by a road
1 chain wide bearing north 65 degrees west 7 chains 50 links to Great Sirius Cove ; and on the west by
Great Sirius Cove to the north-west corner of allotment No. 7 aforesaid.
Bate of determination—31st March, 1845.
Eepoet.
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■Report;

TitE Commission ora bare the honor to report, for the information of Ris Excellency tho Governor,—
That the allotment of land No. (5 included in this ease was located under an order made by His
Excellency Governor Darling, dated the Tilth October, 1S30, in favour of Archibald Mossman, on condition
of forming a whaling establishment.
That, by tho deposition of Gother "Kerr Mann, surveyor, sworn before the Commissioner on the
31st March, 1815 (and enclosed with report and papers in ease No. 1,208, relating to the conterminous
allotment No. 7) it appears that wharfs aud buildings have been erected upon tbe allotment of land
included in this ease of the value of £5,000 or thereabout.
That by certain indentures of lease and release, the latter dated 1.2th August, 1813, and made
between the said Archibald Mossman, of the one part, and John Terry Hughes and John Hosking, of tho
other part, in consideration of an annuity of £2,000 per annum, the said Archibald Mossman released and
corn-eyed the allotment of land included.in this ease (amongst other lands) to the said John 'Terry Hughes
’and plohn Hosking, and their heirs.
Thai, bv certain indentures of lease and release, tbe latter dated 15th August, 1843, and made
between John Terry Hughes and Esther. Ins wife, of the first part; John Hosking and Martha Eoxlowe,
his wife, of tho second part; the said Archibald Mossman, of tbe third part; and Thomas Brown and
Robert Thomson, of the fourth part,—the said parties of tbe first and second part did direct, appoint,
release, and convey (amongst other lands) the lands included in this case to tho said Thomas Brown and
Robert Thomson, and their heirs, upon trust, in the event of the said annuity being in arrear and unpaid,
as therein mentioned, to sell the said lands. That the said Archibald Mossman became insolvent, and the
said Thomas Brown and Thomas "Ware Smart were appointed trustees of his estate and effects 'That by
a certain indenture of the 5th June, 1811, John Campbell Lyall was appointed a trustee under the said
annuity deed, in the place of the said Robert Thomson.
_
'That the said annuity being in arrear, the said Thomas Brown and John Campbell Lyall, in
pursuance of the power vested in them, sold ihe land included in this case to Andrew Roxburgh and
Henry Smyth.
_
That, by a certain indenture of release dated 22nd Eebruary, 1845, and made between the said
Thomas Brown and John Campbell Lyall, of the one part, and Andrew Roxburgh and-Henry Smyth, of
the other part, in consideration of the sum of £1,090, tlie said 'Thomas Brown and John Campbell Lyall
released ami conveyed (amongst other lands) the lands and hereditaryments (?) included in this case to
the said Andrew Roxburgh and Henry Smyth, and their heirs and assigns absolutely.
That the several deeds above alluded to, and an abstract of title containing the particulars of the
annuity deed, were exhibited to the Commissioners and verified.
The Commissioners therefore respectfully recommend that the deed of grant of the allotment of
land included in this ease he made to Andrew Roxburgh, of Surry Hills, in the city of Sydney, builder,
and Henry Smyth, also of Surry Hills, Esq., late a Major in the 3S)th regiment of foot, and to their heirs
as joint tenants.
Dated this 10th day of Mav, 1845,
‘
'

"WILLIAM CARTER.
CHARLES WINDBfER.
THOMAS CALLAGHAN.

Note.—The application, description, and two documents handed to the Commissioners by the
Colonial Secretary, under blank cover of 20th April, and returned herewith, and two depositions are
enclosed.

1
----------

Approved.—Geo,

Guts,

"WTli/ujm Carr.
Gother Kerr Mass.

Minute on No. 29.
10th May, 1845.

[Enclosure A to No. 29.]
Motiduy, 161 li December, 1844.
Casea Iso. 1,203 and 1,226.

WllLiiw Carr, of Sydney, solicitor, being sworn, saitb That bn is solicitor for Messrs Thomas Drown and John Campbell
Lyall, trustees under deeds dated on the loth August, 1813, and 5th June, 1844, made for the purpose of receiving an annuity
from Messrs. Iluglics & Hosting to Archibald Mossman of £2,000 per annum; that Mr. Solomon, tho auctioneer, was
authorizcd’by the said trustees, in consequence of default, in payment of tbe said annuity, to soil (amongst other lands) the
allotments in question under tho power contained in tbe said deeds, and that these allotments, with other lands, were sold to
John Stirling, Esq,, who represented himself to have purchased as agent for Andrew Roxburgh and Henry Smyth.
•
WILLIAM CARR.
William Caktku.

Chab. Wixdetbb,

-------------------

■

[Enclosure B to No. 29.]
Oases No. 1,226 and 1,208.

March 3 let, 1843Gother Kkkr Mass, of Sydney, surveyor, being sworn, saitli: I am acquainted with the allotments Nos. 6 and 7 at Great
Sinus Cove, promised to Archibald Moss nan and John Dell respectively, on certain conditions of erecting buildings for whaling
purposes ; J have inspected the premises, and hove seen that on No. 6 valuable buildings and a wharf have been erected to a
value of about £5,000, and on No 7 there is a wharf winch cost at least £1,000 ; tho buildings and premises are devoted to
shipping purposes.
GOTHER XERR MANN.
William Oartur,

Thomas Callao ha x.

No. 30.
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No. 30.
■
Messrs. Stuart & Harnett to The Secretary for Lands.

'
,

Sir,

.
Sydney, 7 February, 1882.
We bare the honor to enclose herewith application for the rescission of reservation of waterfrontage—*Mossman’s 30-acre grant, Mossman’s 10-acre grant, Jones’s 30-acre grant, at head of Mossman’s
Bay, 8t. Leonards. The improvements are a chain road through the centre of the blocks, made by
ourselves and given to the public, fencing, and an old dam where a fine-washing and fcllmongering
establishment was carried on some years since; also, improvements on the Government road, making
same on eastern boundary, costing us £2,000 aud upwards, from Mossman’s Point to the Military Boad;
also, wharf houses and a store, worth £3,000 to £4,000.
Wc have, &c.,
B. HABhtETT.
ALEX. 8TUABT.
* Mossman’s 30-acre grant partly fronts a fresh-water creek.—A.S., B.H.

Minutes on above,
'.Piie Engineer-in-Chief for Barbours and Bivers, and the Surveyor-General.—O.O.
Department, 17 Eebruary, 1882.—F.H.W. '

B.C., Lands

[Enclosure A io Mo. 30.]
Sir,

310, George-street, Sydney, 7 February, 1882.
_
Wo have the honor to apply, pursuant to the 12th clause of the Crown Lands Alienation* Act of 1861, for the
rescission of reservation of water-frontage of the land hereunder described. Appended hereto is a plan illustrative of this
application, together with a receipt showing that tho sum of £5 has been deposited in the Treasury on account thereof.
Wo have, Ac.,
11, HARNETT,
-------ALEX. STUART.
DEScnirTioir or

uattd ai'mied mb.

'

The 100 feet reservation sea-board in Mossman’s 30-acre grant, at head of Mo'sman's Bay ; Mossman's 10-acrc grant, at
head of Mossnunn’s Bay; Jones's 30-acre grant, at head of Mossman’s Bay; parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland.
Received the above-mentioned sum of £5 on account of the foregoing application.
W. NKWCOMBE,
Colonial Treasury, Sydney, 9 Eebruary, 1882,
(For the Colonial Treasurer.)

No. 31.
Memorandum by Surveyor-General and Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers.
Messhs. Stuart and Harnett applying to purchase the 100 feet reservation above high-water-mark,

contained in Mossman’s 30 acres, Mossmau’s 10 acres, and Jones’s 10 acres, at Mossman’s Bay, parish
of Willoughby, county of Cumberland.
Wk recommend that applicants be permitted to purchase the rescission of the reservation, of 100
feet above high-water-mark of Mossman’s Bay, contained in tho Crown grants hereunder mentioned:—A.
Mossman’s 30 acres, A. Mossman’s 10 acres, J. Jones’s 10 acres.
P. F. ADAMS.
'
--------E. O. MOBIABTY.
Minutes on Mo. 81.
Forward to Lands.—J.L., QjljBS.. Tho Under-Secretary for Lands, B.C., 15/7/82.—W.L., pro U.S.
Submitted for approval.—F.H.W., 21/7/82.
C.O., 21/7/82.
Approved.—Jko. B., 22/7/82.
Becords
as to objection, then to Mr. Peyton,—J.B.T., 16/9/82.
Mr. Furber,—For memorandum of instructions,
please, to Mr. District-Surveyor Woolrych.—J.B.D., 16 February, 1883.

No. 32.
*
Tho Under-Secretary for Lands to Messrs. Stuart & Harnett.
Gentlemen,
Department of Lands, Sydney, 2 August, 1882.
_
With reference to your application of the 7th February last, for the rescission of the reserva
tion of 100 feet above high-water-mark, contained in Mossman’s 30- and 10-acre, and Jones’s 10-acre grants,
at Mossman’s Bay, parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland, I am directed to inform you that, under
a report which has been received from the Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Bivers and the SurveyorGeneral, the Secretary for Lands has approved of your being allowed to purchase the rescission in
question, provided that, at tbe expiration of four weeks from the date of a notice to be published in the
Government Gazette inviting the public to lodge any objections they may have to a compliance with your
application, no valid objections shall have been lodged.
2. You must clearly understand that tins approval extends only so far as this Department is.
concerned; and further, that any work undertaken by you in connection with the proposed rescission
will, until such time as final approval shall have been given by the Governor and Executive Council, he
regarded as at your own risk,
I have, &c.,
CHAELES OLIYEB,
Under-Seeretary.

No. 33.
Gazette Notice of application by Messrs. Stuart & Harnett.
Applications to purchase rescission of reservation.
.
Department of Lands, Sydney, 11 August, 1882.
Notice is hereby given that applications have been made by the parties hereunder mentioned, under tho
12th clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, foy fb? rescission of the resen atien of the lauds,,
’
within.
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within 100 feet of high-water-mart, in front of their properties, as particularized in the annexed descrip
tions ; and all persons interested are invited to state within one month from this date their objections, if
any, to the proposed rescission.
JOHN ROBERTSON.
Registration
No.

Description,

Names of Applicants.

82-10,775 ... Messrs, Stuart & Harnett ... County of Cumberland, parish of Willoughby, the reservation of 100 feet above
82- 1,228 S.P.
high-water-mark of Mossman’s Bay, contained in the following Crown
grants:—A. Mossman's 30 acres, A Mossman's 10 acres, and J. Jones’s 30 acres.

No. 34.
' Mr. H. A. Stephenson to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

Council Chambers, St. Leonards, 5 September, 18S2.
At a meeting of the Council of this Borough, held this evening, a deputation from the
residents of Mossman’s Bay waited upon the Council and pointed out that Messrs, liarnett and Stuart
had applied for the rescission of the reservation of water-frontage at Mossman’s Bay, and that the granting
of such application would exclude the public from having any landing-place.
As chairman of that meeting, and in consequence of tbe Mayor being prevented through illness
from attending to the duties of the office, I have the honor to request you to be good enough to inform
me if it would be convenient for the Honorable the Secretary for Lands to receive a deputation consist
ing of three of the Aldermen of this Council and three of the residents oFMossman’s Bay on the matter
above referred to on Friday the 8th instant, and at what hour.
'
I would respectfully urge upon you the necessity of this request being favourably considered, as
tbe time allowed for objections expires on 11th instant.
I have, &c.,
H. A. STEPHENSON,
--------Alderman and Chairman.
Minutes on Mo. 34.
Submitted.—E.H.AV"., 7/9/82.
C.O., 7/9/82.
Friday week, at noon.—Jko. R., 7/9/82.

No. 35.
Mr. W. Trumfield to The Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

Mossman’s Bay, 7 September, 1882.
Being a purchaser of a portion of Bell’s grant, Mossman's Bay, I strongly protest of tbe 100
feet reserve being given to Mr. Copeland and Slaber, Mr. Harnett and Stuart, as a public wharf is much
needed at Mossman's Bay; it would be great benefit to the public at large. I humbly pray this will be
seen into.
Tours, &e,,
WILLIAM TRUMFIELD,
Mossman’s Bay. __

No. 36.
Mr. H. A. Stephenson to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

Council Chambers, St. Leonards, 8 September, 1882.
At a meeting of the Council held on the 5th instant it was resolved that tbe Government be
at once communicated with requesting that no water-frontage in Mossman’s Bay be alienated until
arrangements are made to conserve tbe rights of the freeholders in that locality to a public wharf.
As chairman of the meeting referred to, I have the honor to protest against the applications of
Messrs. Harnett and Stuart for the rescission of reservation of water-frontage in Great and Little Sirius
Coves, on the ground that it is not desirable that any water-frontages in Port Jackson should be
alienated, and also on tbe ground that ihe granting of the applications will cut oft the residents of
Mossman’s Bay from any means of access to the water by way of a public wharf.
I have, &c.,
--------II. A. STEPHENSON.
Minutes on above.
Deputation interviewed Under-Secretary for Lands on this subject on 15th instant.—F.H.W.,
16/9/82.
Submitted, whether the necessary action on Messrs. Stuart and Harnett’s application, under
12th section Act 1861, may be proceeded with.—J.M‘G., 22/11/82,

No. 37.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. H. A. Stephenson.
Sir,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 11 September, 1882.
In reply to your letter of tlie 5th instant, respecting Messrs. Stuart and Harnett’s application
for tho rescission of reservation of the frontage of certain lands at Mossman’s Bay, I have the honor to
inform you that Sir John Robertson will receive the proposed deputation in connection with this matter
on Friday, the 15th instant, at noon.
I am, &c.,
CHARLES OLIVER,
Under-Secretary.
"

'

'

No. 38.
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No. 38.
The Progress Committee, Mossman’s Bay, to The Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

Mossman’s Bay, 20 September, 1882.
.Referring to tbc deputation -vriiieh waited upon you on Friday, the 15th instant, consisting of
Aldermen Langley, Stevenson, and Captain Jenkins, representing the Borough Council of St. Leonards,
and Messrs. Captain Blis, S. S. Carling, and A. Macalpine, members of the Progress Committee, repre
senting the residents and landholders of Mossman’s Bay and vicinity, we have now the honor to lay
before you, at your suggestion, our request that you will be pleased to take steps to obtain for Mossman’s
Bay a public wharf, with road suitable for vehicle and passenger traffic from same to Eaglan-street. We
would respectfully submit in support of our request,—
1. That our communication with Sydney is by water.
.
2. That the only suitable place for a wharf for the district generally is that now in use, or the
frontage immediately adjoining.
3. That the aforesaid wharf and the land adjoining are claimed by Messrs. Harnett and Stuart
as their property.
4. That the residents and the public have access to said wharf upon sufferance only, there being
no public road to it, and communication could at any time be cut off by the proprietors.
5. That wo beg respectfully to point out that our interests suffer very materially through want
of efficieut steam ferry communication with Sydney consequent upon there being no public
wharf.
6. 'We therefore pray that you will take into your most favourable and early consideration our
petition for a public wharf and road leading from it,
7. We enclose plan showing wharf referred to, and also indicating proposed line of road.
We have, &e,,
W. H. Barraelough,
J. F. Cullen,
C. G-. F. Blix,
Win. Edwd. Wilson,
Sepbarius S. darling,
Archd. Macalpine (Hon, Sec.),
Members of the Progress Committee, Mossman's Bay.
Minute on No. 38.
The Fnginecr-in-Chicf for Harbours and Fivers and the Surveyor-General.
Lands Department, September, 1882.

Blank cover.—C.O.,

No. 39.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to The Secretary of Court of Claims.
Sir,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 10 October, 1832.
In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 22nd ultimo, I have the honor
to forward herewith the papers relating to claims by Archibald Mossman, cases 1,208 and l,22G.
I have, Ac.,
CHABLES OLIVER,
U nder- Secretary.

No. 40.
Mr. A. Macalpine to The Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

3(*3, George-street, Sydney, 20 October, 1882.
I have the honor to direct your attention to a letter dated 20th September, 1882, signed by
Messrs. J. F. Cullen, G. C. F. Blix, S. S. Garling, W. E. Wilson, W. H. Barraelough, and A. Macalpine,
requesting that a public wbarf, with road from same, be granted for Mossman’s Bay.
In support of their request it was submitted that we were and are entirely dependent upon the
sufferances of the proprietors (Messrs. Harnett and Stuart) for an outlet, and could not in any way
control ferry communication.
_
This has now become so very unsatisfactory as to be unbearable, and as our only relief lies in
obtaining a public wharf, Ac., I would respectfully request, on behalf of those signing the letter referred
to, and on behalf of those whose interests are affected, and at present suffering, the favour of an early
reply.
I have, Ac.,
ARCH. MACALPINE,
Hon. Secretary, Progress Committee, Mossman’s Bay.

No. 41.
Messrs. Stuart & Harnett to The Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

Sydney, November, 1882.
We have the honor to address you on the subject of the application we have made for the
rescission of the reservation of water-frontages to certain lands on the North Shore, in Mossman’s Bay
and its vicinity, to which we understand that objections have been made by inhabitants of the North Shore.
To enable the matter to be understood more clearly, we have prepared a sketch of the coast line,
showing approximately the land which belongs to us, and the frontage reservations for which we have
applied.
It will be observed that certain portions of land, marked a, were granted without any reservation.
The others form two classes j those marked b were originally what were known as “ Whaling Grants,”
and those marked c were grants by purchase in the ordinary manner. The Whaling Grants were given
to encourage that pursuit, which at that time, and for many years afterwards, formed a most important
industry for this port. The grants were promised under letters of license from the Government, for the
370—C
purpose
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purpose of making wharfs, and building stores close to the water’s edge, on the very frontages which
form the.subject of these applications, and. as one would naturally expect, the printer’s words, “The
Crown reserves to itself all land within 100 feet of high-water-mark on the sea-coast, creeks, harbours,
and inlets,” were ruled out.
■
The applications were approved by Governor Darling on 2Gth July and 10th October, 1830, and
the letters of license are dated 1st January, 1831, “for the purpose of erecting stores and other buildings
necessary for the formation of a whaling or other mercantile establishment,” and provide that a Crown
grant will issue on fulfilment of the conditions. The conditions ivexe fulfilled, a large sum of money
expended, and a whaling establishment of great extent was carried on for many years, while it formed
the only place for careening vessels prior to the making of dry-docks.
On 24th July, 1843, Mr. A. Mossman applied for the grants for his own lands, and for that of
'
Mr. Boll, which he had purchased.
These applications were referred by Sir G-eorge Gipps. the G-overnor, to the Court of Claims for
investigation, and on 10th May, 1845, reports were sent in by William Carter, Charles Windoycr,
and Thomas Callaghan, the Commissioners, that £5,000 had been expended on wharfs and buildings, and
all other conditions had been fulfilled, and recommending that a deed of grant should he issued.
'
The deeds were issued accordingly on 29th May, 1845, and in them the parcels of land arc identified
as those authorized under the letters of 1st January, 1831, and approved by the Commissioners of Court
of Claims, but by some oversight tbo printed words “ reserving within 100 feet of high-ivater” have bCen
left in the deeds, and the omission to delete them, and bring them into accord with the original letters of
occupation, and the very object for which that occupation was given, was unnoticed until recently; the
various dealings with these lands, however, have always been in the knowledge that as whaling grants
there was no reservation, the grant, from the nature of the object, having been purposely given of the
very land usually reserved.
.
In asking for the rescission of the reservation on these grants, we arc therefore merely asking for
the removal of a blot upon the title deeds, which had inadvertently crept in, and been allowed to remain
there undiscovered ; we ask for no concession, hut merely that the intentions of the two parties to the
original contract he carried out, the Crown on the one hand, and Messrs. Mossman and Bell, through
whom wc derive our title, on the other.
The reservations of 100 feet in the other grants stand in the same position as hundreds of other
cases which have been granted, and we can see no reason why they should be withheld from us.
On Uilson’s and Gilbert’s grants the reservations would he practically of 3io use to anyone
except the owners of the land, as it is an extremely steep rock, down the face of which, on a part of the
reservation, we have, at great expense, erected a steep-gradient railroad, to convey the stone from the
quarries on the upper portion to the wbarf which we have made for shipping it, and part of remainder
of the reservation ’null be required for road to lands. On the' other grants we have given, or are willing
to give up, an equal or larger area in roads of greater practical use and benefit to the public.
The main object, wc understand, of the North Shore deputations which waited on yon was to
obtain for the public benefit the wharf, or a portion of it, on which wc, or those through whom we
derive our title, expended so large a sum of money.
We have no desire to monopolize the bay to the exclusion of other parties; on the contrary,
several thousand persons land weekly upon our wharf and land, some for pursuing their avocations, hut
the great majority for recreation and enjoyment of the bay and surrounding scenery; but we feel sure
that you would never sanction such injustice aw to take away ■without full compensation that to which
wc have shown we have an equitable title, and have a right to obtain a legal one.
We would point out that there have been reserved by the Government of former days several
points of access to the water, marked in the plan with an x, and although these may appear very steep
and inaccessible, yet they are in reality not more so than our land was before wc incurred the necessary
expenditure.
.
■
■
Any or all of these points could be made available and convenient for the accommodation of the
residents ; but if our wharf he considered more desirable for a public wharf, then let it be valued and
resumed for the purpose.
.
’We do not desire to rest upon mere technical points when we have a strong, just, and equitable
claim, but we would merely point out that the gazetted time for lodging objections to the issue of these
rescissions had expired before the objections were made to you.
Besting assured that you will decide this matter in accordance with its equities.
"We have, &c.,
"
A.LEXE. STUABT.
.
--------B. HAENETT..
Minutes on above.
■
Suggested, in view of this letter, that the papers he referred to the Enginecr-in-Cliief for Harbours
and Bivers and the Surveyor-General for afurther report.—E.H.W., 23/11/82.
The Engineer-in-Chief
and Surveyor-General.—C.O., B.C., 24 November, 1882.

No. 42.

■

Memorandum by Mr. Peyton.
The Borough Council of St, Leonards and others objecting to the rescission, in favour of Messrs. Stuart
mid Harnett, of reservation of water-frontage at Mossman’s Bay; also, an application by residents
of BCossman’s Bay asking for wharf and road of access.
The wharf now sought to he obtained by certain residents of Mossman’s Bay is situated on whaling
lots, one of the conditions in connection with which was, as pointed out by Messrs. Stuart and Harnett,
that such improvements should be erected,
Further, a letter by Messrs. Stuart and Harnett is now under consideration proposing, condition
ally, on the closing of certain roads to dedicate others, one of which would provide the access herein
sought to he obtained, and marked “ 2” on the enclosed lithograph.
■
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I have attached copies of the original letters of possession, from which it will he seen that the
100 feet reservation clause has been struck out, though included in the deed subsequently issued, .on the
report of the Court of Claims (also attached) that improvements, including a wharf, had been erected to
the value of £6,000.
It appears that the quit-rent has been redeemed by payment of twenty years’ purchase.
'
ii, L. PE1TTON,
--------28 December, 1882.
'
Minutes cm No. 42.
Although the objections of the Municipal Council and individuals were not made until after the
time for making such objections had lapsed, it may bo well to consider them. Deference to the facts
herein stated shows that with respect to .1. Bell’s 4 acres and Mossman’s 4 acres the predecessors of Messrs.
'Stuart and Harnett have fulfilled all the conditions imposed, and to the extent of £6,000 on the 8 acres,
and it is now sought to deprive them of the benefit thereof. We would specially point to the fact that
the 100 feet reservation was struck out of the order to select, and naturally so, because it is not to be
expected that they would have laid out the amount on anything but an indefeasible title {vide case 1,208,
Court of Claims, herewith). There is nothing to show that the subsequent insertion of the conditions
of 100 feet reservation was by authority ; hut having been put there, we sec no other opening for a title
than by purchase, which is recommended. It will, however, bo advisable to leave out from reserving (?)
the road of approach offered by Messrs. Stuart and Harnett, which the public are no doubt entitled to
by nsor.—P. !:\ AuAirs, 2 January, 1883; E. O. Moiuautv, 17 January, 1883.
The above minute was written by the direction of the Engineer-in-Chief and the Surveyor-General,
but cannot be sighed by the former to-day, as he is out of town,—S.L.P., 2 January, 1882.
Submitted. This case would have been dealt with before had not the Surveyor-General been
away from the Colony.—C.O., 2/1/83.
Approved.—J.R.,, 2/1/83.
Blank cover, Under-Secretary
Public Works. Forward to Lands.—H.C-, 25/1/83.
The Under-Secretary for Lands. Blank cover.—
J.B., 25 January, 1883,

No. 43.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. Macalpine.
Sir,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 30 January, 1883.
With reference to the letter of the 20th September last, from the Mossman’s Bay Progress
Committee, requesting that steps may be taken to provide for the residents of that locality a public wharf,
with road leading therefrom, 1 have the honor to inform you that, as the wharf at present in use at
Mossman's Bay was erected by Messrs. Stuart and Harnett's predecessors at a cost of £6,000, and in
accordance with certain conditions contained in the original “ letters of possession,” the Secretary for
Lands declines to take action which would deprive the present owners of the benefit thereof.
2, I am to add that a letter from Messrs. Stuart and Harnett is now under consideration, and which
proposes, conditionally, on the closing of certain roads to dedicate others, one of which would provide the
access sought to he obtained.
'
■
I have, &c., ■
.
CHARLES OLIVER, .
Under-Secretary.

No. 44.
The Under-Secretary to Mr. H. A. Stephenson.

■

Sir,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 30 January, 1883. ,
With reference to your letter of the 8th September last, protesting on behalf of the Borough
Council of St. Leonards against Messrs. Stuart and Harnett’s application for the rescission of reservation
of certain water-frontage at Mossman’s Bay, I have the honor to inform you that, as the Crown grant of
the land containing the reservation mentioned was only issued on the fulfilment of certain conditions
contained in the original letters of possession, which conditions were fulfilled by Messrs. Stuart and
1 i amott’s predecessors by the erection of a wharf at a cost of £6,000, and as the 100 feet reservation
clause was struck out in the letters referred to, and there is nothing to show that its insertion afterwards
in the grant was by authority, the Secretary for Lands has decided to uphold the application in question.
2. I am at the same time to add that a road of approach has been offered by Messrs. Stuart and
Harnett, and which will not be included in the rescission contemplated.
I have, <fce.,
CHARLES OLIVER,
•
Under-Secretary.

No. 45.
The Under-Secretary to Mr. "W. Trumfield.
Sir,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 30 January, 1883.
With reference to your letter of the 7th September last, protesting against Messrs. Stuart
and Harnett's application for the rescission of reservation of certain water-frontage at Mossman’s Bay, I
have the honor to inform you that, as the Crown grant of the land containing the reservation mentioned
was onlv issued on the fulfilment of certain conditions contained in the original letter of possession,
which conditions were fulfilled by Messrs. Stuart and Harnett’s predecessors by the erection of a wharf
at a cost of £6,000, and ns the 100 feet reservation clause was struck nut in the letters referred to, and
there was nothing to show7 that its insertion afterwards in the grant was by authority, the Secretary for
Lands has decided to uphold the application in question.
■
.
2. I am at the same time to add that a road of approach has been offered by Messrs. Stuart and
Harnett, and which will not be included in the rescission contemplated.
.
I have, &c.,
'
CHARLES OLIVER,
‘
Under Secretary.
No. 46.
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No. 46.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Messrs. Stuart & Harnett.
Gentlemen,
Department of Lands, Sydney, 3 February, 1883.
With reference to the objections from the Borough Council of St. Leonards and others to
your application for the rescission of reservation of certain water-frontage at Mossman s Bay, I have the
honor to inform you that as the Crown grant of the land containing the reservation mentioned was only
issued on the fulfilment of certain conditions contained in the original letters of possession, which con
ditions were fulfilled by your predecessors by the erection of a wharf at a cost of £6,000, and as the 100
feet reservation clause was struck out iu the letters referred to, and there is nothing to show that its
insertion afterwards iu the grant was by authority, the Secretary for Lands has decided to uphold your
application, provided that you first convey to the Crown the road of approach to the wharf from the
southerly extension of Lucan-street proposed by you.
2. I am to add that the parties objecting have been informed of the decision arrived at,
I have, &e.,
CHARLES OLIVER,
Under-Secretary.

No. 47.
Mr. W. H. M'Lean to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

Council Chambers, St. Leonards, 10 February, 1883.
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 30th January, No. —-------, and also
to convey to you the following resolution passed by the Council of this Borough at a meeting held on the
6th instant, viz.:—
.
.
.
That this Council is surprised that, after the pledge given to a public deputation in the presence
of three representatives of the Press by the late Minister for Lands, that nothing further would be done,
with regard to Messrs. Stuart and Harnett’s applications for the rescission of certain portions of 100 feet
above high-water-mark reservation, ivithout rejerence to the Council, the. Government should hacc dealt
with the matter, the Borough Council of St. Leonards never having been communicated with in the interval.
I have, &c.,
WILLIAM H. M'LEAN,
Council Clerk.

No. 48.
Mr. A. Macalpine to The Under-Secretary for Lands.

'

8irj

263, George-street, Sydney, 14 February, 1883.
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 30th January, in reply to communica
tion from Mossman’s Bay Progress Committee oi 20th September, 1882, requesting that a public wharf,
with road leading therefrom to main road (Raglan-street) be granted for Mossman’s Bay and vicinity.
In reply, I would respectfully point out that the request preferred by the deputation, consisting of
Messrs. Blix, Garling, and Macalpine, which waited upon the Honorable the Minister for Lands upon
15th September, was for n public wharf and road therefrom, and in reply the Minister (Sir John Robertson)
stated that we should have them, at the same time suggesting that our request be embodied in writing, if
only as a record, which we accordingly did on 20th September.
.
The question of reservation alluded to in yours was not raised or referred to in our letter. In it we
simply pointed out that the site occupied by the present wharf (and in terms of your letter, owned by
Messrs. Stuart and Harnett) was “ the most suitable place for the district generally^ and there is
nothing in it which can bo construed into a request “ to take action which would deprive the present
owners of the benefit thereof.” We naturally supposed that if the Government resumed land they would
compensate the proprietors.
,
I note that “ conditionally upon the closing of certain roads,” the public will have access to the
wharf; but, inasmuch as your letter makes no mention of the dedication of any portion of the existing
wharf, it does not appear very clear what the gain to the public will be having a road leading through
and to private property.
Permit me to point out that your communication cannot be looked upon as satisfactory. We were
distinctly given to understand that our reasonable request, that the growing community of Mossman s
Bay would have a public outlet provided for them by the Government, and thus secure to them communi
cation with Sydney by water, which they enjoy upon sufferance only,_ would be granted.
At a meeting of the Progress Committee, hold on Monday, 12tn instant, it was unanimously resolved
“That the following members, Messrs. Capt. G. C. T. Blix, S. S. Garling, W. C. Wilson, and Archibald
Macalpine, form a sub-committce to wait upon the Minister for Lauds, and to urge upon him tbc claims
of the inhabitants to the rights of a public wharf or the use of a Government one.”
I shall be pleased to learn if it will be convenient for the Minister to receive the abovenamed
gentlemen as a deputation upon Friday, first, 16th instant.
I have, 4c.,
ARCHIBALD MACALPINE,
Honorary Secretary, Mossman’s Bay Progress Committee.
Minute on No. 48.
>
Inform Mr. Macalpine that the request contained in the latter part of this letter was overlooked,
and that the Secretary for Lands will be happy to receive the deputation on Friday next, at noon.—C.O.,
6/3/83.
No. 49.
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No. 49.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. Archibald Macalpine.
gir

department,of Lands, Sydney, 6 March, 18S3.
’
I hare the honor to inform you that the request contained in the latter part of your letter of
the 14th ultimo, as to a deputation waiting on the Secretary for Lands with respect to obtaining a public
wharf for Mossman’s Bay, was overlooked, but may state that Mr, Secretary Parnell will be happy to
receive the deputation on Friday next at noon.
I have, &c.,
CHABLES OLIVEB,
Under-Secretary,

No. 50.
Mr. A. Macalpine to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
Sir,
263, G-eorgc-street, Sydney, 6 March, 1883.
’
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of yours of date, in reply to mine of 14th ultimo,
intimating that the Honorable the Secretary for Lands will receive the gentlemen named as a deputation
on Friday, 9th instant, re public wharf at Mossman’s Bay, at which time they will attend.
'
I have, Ac.,
ARCHIBALD MACALPINE,
Honorary Secretary, Vigilance Committee, Mossman’s Bay.

No. 51.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. A. Macalpine.
gjr
Department of Lands, Sydney, 8 March, 1883.
3
Deferring to my letter of the 6th instant, appointing to-morrow, the 9th, at noon, for a
deputation to meet Mr. Secretary Farncll with respect to obtaining a public wharf for Mossman’s Bay, I
am directed to inform you that, as there will be a Cabinet Council to-morrow at 11.30 a.m., and a meeting
of the Executive Council at 12, the Secretary for Lands is sorry that he cannot receive the deputation at
the appointed hour, hut will he prepared to do so at half-past 2 o’clock to-morrow afternoon.
I have, &c.,
CHABLES OL1VEB,
Under-Secretary.

[Four sketches.]

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer,—1833.
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1883.
Legislative Assembly.

NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

MANLY PIER.
(CO SUES PONDENCE.)

Ordered hj the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 13 March, 1883.

RETU11N to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of Now
South Wales, dated 7th Eebruary, 1883, That there he laid upon the Table of
this House,—
“ Copies of all correspondence with reference to applications and granting
“ of lease of Manly Pier,”
'
(Mr. Hugh Taylor.)

SCHEDULE.
1.
2.
3.
4.
o.

Mr, R. B. Smith, for information respecting pier at Man]}' Beach. 30 June, 1S?0......................................................
The O/ticcr-in-charge. Occupation of Lands, as to dealing with pier at Manly Beach.3 July, 1870 ...........................
The Officer-in-chargc, Occupation of Lands—memo. by. 8 August, 1870.......................... ..........................................
Same to Mr. H. O. Smith, ns to amount of rent to he offered for lease of fore-shore at Manly. 6 October, 1870 ...
Mr. J, R. Carey, Managing Director, Port Jackson Steamboat Company, to the Ofllcer-iu-chargo, Occupation of
Lands, offering rental of £25 per annum for lease of pier at Manly. 30 November, 1876 ..................................
6. The Officer-in-chargc, Occupation of Lands, to the Port Jackson Steamboat Company—that special lease of loud
at Manly will he granted for five years, at £25 per annum. 15 December, 1870 ......................................................
7. The Officer-in-charge, Occupation of Lands, to the Under-Sccretary for Einance and Trade, adiising that special
lease of land at Manly has been granted to Port Jackson Steamboat Company. 15 December, 1876 ...................
8. Mr. \V. Johnson to the Secretary for Lands—that deputation will wait on Minister. 4 September, 1880 ...............
9. The Undcr-Scerctary for Lunds—memo, respecting pier at Manly. 17 September, 1880 ...........................................
10. The Secretary for Lands, re renewal of lease of pier at Manly. 17 September, 1880...................................................
11. The Mayor of Manly to the Secretary for Lands, further re lease of pier at Manly. 7 January, 1881 ..................
12. The Under-Secretary for Lands to tho Mayor of Manly, informing him that the case had been referred to tho
Secretary for Minos. 17 January, 1881..........................................................................................................................
13. The Chief Officer, Occupation of Lands, lo the Port Jackson Steamboat Company, informing them of protest of
Municipal Council, and requesting them to furnish reasons why their lease should be renewed. 31 January, 1881
14. Mr. J. R. Carey, Managing Director, Port Jackson Steamboat Company, to the Chief Officer, Occupation of Lands,
in reply to the above. 11 February, 1881 ......................................................................................................................
lo. The Council Clerk, Manly, to the Undcr-Sesretary for Mines, calling attention to the Mayor’s letter of the
7th instant. 2f February, 1881 .....................................................................................................................................
16. The Chief Officer, Occupation of Lands, to the Council Clerk, Manly, in reply 4 February, 1881..........................
17. Tho Mayor of Manly to the Secretary for Mines, protesting against renewing the existing lease of pier at Manly.
10 February, 1881 .........................................................................................................................................
18. The Under-Seerctnry for Mines to the Mayor of Manly, in reply. 25 February, 1881 ..............................................
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19. Mr. J. R. Carey, Managing Director, Port JaekBon Steamboat Company, to the TTndcr-Secretaiy for Mines—if
reasons contained in letter of 11th February are considered eufilcient. 15 March, 1881 ......................................
7
£0. Tho Secretary for Mines—that the granting or refusal of renewal of lease has not yet boon determined.
24 March, 1881 ....................................................................................................................................................................
®
21. Mr. S. C. Brown to the Seorotary for Bands—that fore-shore on which pier is erected he dedicated and rested in
Municipality. 26 July,1881.................................................................................................................................................
®
22. The Undor-Sccrotary for Lands to tho Directors, Port Jackson Steamboat Company—if Company has waived
its claim to renewal of lease. 1 August,' 1881 .............................................................................................................
8
23. The D nder-Secretary for Lands to Sir. S. C. Brown—that Port Jackson Steamboat Company have been asked if
they assent to proposal contained in letter of 26hh July, 1881. 1 August, 1881......................................................
8
24. Mr, J. R. Carey, Manager, Port Jackson Steamboat Company, (o the Minister for Lands—agree to waive claim to
renewal of lease. 3 August, 18S1 .................. ..............................................................................................................
9
25. The Minister for Lands—that Surveyor-General reports on application of Municipality to have wharf and
approaches vested inthem. 26 August, 1881 ..................................................................................................................
^
26. The Surveyor-Gencrel—report on above. 3 September, 1881..........................................................................................
9
27. Mr. J. R Carey, Chairman of Directors, Port Jackson Steamboat Company, to the Secretary for Lands, naming
conditions upon which they agree to waive their claim. 19 September, 1881 ..........................................................
P
28. Tho Under-Secretary for Lands—that forc-shorc and pier cannot be vested in Municipality. 19 September, 1881... 10
29. Tho Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. R. Carey—that Municipality cannot sublet under a lease to be granted
by the Government. 8 October, 1881............................................................................................................................. 10
30. Tho Under-Secrelary for Lands to Mr. S. C. Brown—that land below bigb-wnter-mark for jetties cannot be
dedicated. 8 October, 1881 ............................................................................................................................................. IP
31. Mr. J. R. Carey, Managing Director, Port Jackson Steamboat Company, to the Secretary for Mines—that the
Company have transferred tlieir lease to Mr. R. M. Pitt. 26 October, 1881 ................. ....................................... IP
32. The Mayor of Manly to the Secretary for Mines, withdrawing objections to re-leasing site of pier, and that lease
ho granted to Mr, R. If, Pitt. 26 October, 1881 ......................................................................................................... H
33. Mr. R. M. Pitt to the Secretary for Mines—that Port Jackson Steamboat Company have transferred their right of
lease of pier at Manly to him. 27 October, 1881......................................................................................................... H
34. Tbo Colonial Treasurer—objectionable to renew lease of pier at Manly to Port Jackson Steamboat Company.
27 October, 1831................................................................................................................................................................. H
35. Executive Council Minute—that lease of pier at Manly be granted to Mr. R. M. Pitt. 10 January, 1882............. . 11
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MANLY PIER.
No. 1.
Mi*. R. B. Smith, for information respecting Pier at Manly Beach.
Legislative Assembly, Votes and Proceedings, 30 June, 1876.

Question :—
(16.) Pier at Manly Beach
Mr. R B. Smith asked the Secretary for Lands, pursuant to Notice,—
(1.) Is the Pier at Manly Beach public or private property I
’
(2.) If it is public property, have tho Government granted sole permission to the proprietors of
the Manly Beach steamers, or to any other person or persons, to use the pier as a public wharf, or how
otherwise ?
Mr. Garrett answered,—-It appears that Mr. Henry Gilbert Smith obtained in 1868 permission from
the Government to erect this wharf. The public were invited at the time to make objections, but none
were made. The permission was granted without conditions, and Henry Gilbert Smith' or his successors
have retained the right to this time, but nothing more than a permissive right until the public choose to
step in and interfere has been given. No such step has been thought necessary up to the present time. So
far as I can gather from the documents there is no lease—it is simply on sufferance.
.

No. 2.
Memo, by Officer-in-charge, Occupation of Lands.
I think this occupation should no longer be allowed except an equivalent is rendered. Any papers that
there may be having reference to the matter should be referred to Occupation, so that the case may be dealt
with.—A.O.P,, 3 July, /70.
The Under-Sccretary for Lands, B.C., 7th July, 1876.—A.O.P.
Approved,

No. B.
Memo, to Under-Secretary for Lands.
Papers as to occupation of foreshore at Manly Beach for pier, <fcc.
The Secretary for Lands desired that these papers should be referred to Occupation.

Perhaps the Under
secretary wilt kindly give the necessary directions. Previous minute was of date 7th ultimo. The Under
secretary for Lands.—A.O.P.. 8th August, /70.
Send papers over to the Occupation Branch.__W.W.S.,
16 Aug., 16-6,677.
Herewith, for Occupation Officer, 18/8/76.
Copies of papers now herewith —
E.O’D., 22/8/76.

No. 4.
The Officcr-in-charge, Occupation of Lands, to Mr. H. 0. Smith.
Sii'j

.
Occupation o'f Lands, Sydney, 6 October, 1876.
Referring to tho permission granted you to extend your wharf at Manly Beach, I have the
honor to request you will bo good enough to inform me what amount of rent you arc prepared to offer by
way of equivalent for the occupation of the fore-shore.
I have, &c.
’ A.’0. PRETIOUS,
_______________________________ Officer-in-charge.

No. 5.
Mr. J. R. Carey to The Officer-in-charge, Occupation of Lands.
Circular Quay, Sydney, 30 November, 1876.
Your communication of the 6th October last (No. 76-2,065 M.) to H. G. Smith, Esq., care of
J. Thomas, Esq., Commercial Bank, Sydney, has been forwarded to the writer. In reply, I have the
honor to inform you that H. G. Smith sold all his right, title, and interest in and to the Manly Pier to
Heselton and Parker, who also sold tlieir right, title, and interest to J. R, Carey, who afterwards sold his
right, title, and interest to the Port Jackson Steamboat Company, the proprietors of which are J. R.
Carey, Sydney, J. B. Watson, Sandhurst, Victoria, Jenkin Collier, Melbourne, and John Woods, Manly.
AM these sales and transfers were effected and paid for on the grounds that unconditional permission
was granted by the Government to erect the pier, and afterwards to make additions thereto, consequently
that the Government would not demand any rent; however, after the verbal conversation between you,
Mr. J. Woods, and the writer, this morning, and in compliance therewith, the Port Jackson Steamboat
Company are prepared and willing to pay a rental of £25 per annum, should the Government demand
same, for the term as you specified the Act demanded, viz., five (5) years, to be computed from the 1st
December next, with the understanding that they shall get a further renewal of five (5) years, in con
sideration of tho large amount of money that has been expended on the pier, owing to the Government
having given unconditional leave to erect same.
I have, Ac.,
J, R. CAREY,
Managing Director of the Port Jackson Steamboat Co.I
I think this rent may be accepted and occupation sanctioned.—A.O.P., 6 Dec.
Approved as to
rental for five years, but parties should be informed I have no power to promise extension beyond the
period of five years, or renewal.—T.G., 6/12/76.
Port Jackson Steam Co., and Treasury, 15 Dec., /7G.
No. 6.
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No. 6.
The Officer-in-chargc, Occupation of Lands, to The Port Jackson Steamboat Company,
Special Lease.
Gentlemen,
Occupation of Lands, Sydney, 15 December, 1876.
Having submitted youi application for permission to lease a portion of Crown Land on winch
tho pier at Manly bleach is erected, for five years, for the consideration of the Honorable tho Minister for
Annual rent,
Lands, I have now to advise you that you will be permitted to lease the land applied for at a rental of £25
£■26.
’ per annum, payable on or before the 31st December in each year, in advance for the ensuing year, in
default of which the lease will lapse, and the land may be resumed by the Government,
I have therefore to request that you will pay into tho Colonial Treasury the sum of £2 Is. Sd., now
Amount now <iUe for rent, from the commencement of the current month to the 31st December next, on payment of
called, £2 la. Sd.
a promise a]U! contract for lease will issue. The lease will confer no right to purchase the land in
virtue of improvements or otherwise,
,
The Honorable the Minister directs me to inform you that he has no power to promise extension of
the lease beyond the period of five years, or any renewal thereof.
1 have, &c.,
A. 0. PRETIOUS,
Oflicer-in-chargo.

No. 1.
.
The Officer-in-charge, Occupation of Lands, to The Under-Secretary for Pinance
and Trade.
g;r
Occupation of Lands, Sydney, 15 December, 1876,
’
I have the honor to advise you that the Port Jackson Steamboat Company have been permitted
to lease the land on which the pier is erected at Manly Beach, at an annual rental of £25 payable in
advance in the usual way.
Annual rent.
The Company have been directed to pay into your 3iands the sum of ^£2 Is, 8d. for rent from the
1st December to 31st December next, and I have to request that T may be favoured with a report when
Amount called suci, payment shall have been credited to revenue.
1 have, ifed,
lor, £2 Is. 8d
1 '
A. 0. PRETIOUS,
Officer-in-chargc.

No. 8.
Mr. W. Johnson to The Secretary for Lands.
gjr

Manly Beach, 4 September, 1880.
A public meeting of the inhabitants of Manly was held on August 20th, and the following
resolution was unanimously carried
“ That in order to carry out the object of the requisition calling
this meeting just read, a deputation be appointed to wait upon the Hon. Minister for Lands with the view
of explaining to him our grievances, and urge upon him the necessity of terminating the permit at present
held by the Port Jackson Steamboat Company on the expiration of their existing agreement.”
_
Sir, I have the honor, by the direction of tho deputation appointed at that meeting, to communicate
with you to know what day you will receive the deputation.
The Hon. John Macintosh, M.P., will introduce the deputation.
I have, &c.,
W. JOHNSON.

No. 9.
Memo, by Under-Secretary for Lands.
Manly Wharf.
_
The wharf is a private one, and was originally erected by Henry Gilbert Smith, but, it appears, is now
the property of the Port Jackson Steamboat Company.
The Company pay a rental of £25 per annum to the Government for the occupation of the fore
shore, such occupation to be for a period of five years, dating from December, 1S7G.
C.O., 17/0/80.

No. 10.
Memo, by Secretary for Lands.
A hei’Utatioit of tlie residents of Manly Beach, introduced by Mr, Macintosh, M.P., waited upon me
this day, to urge that the existing lease of the wharf at Manly Beach to tho Port Jackson Steamboat
Company should not be renewed after the termination of such lease in December, 1881, and I promised
that a minute conveying their request should be noted on the papers.

No. 11.
The Mayor of Manly to The Secretary for Lands.
g;r

Municipal Chamber, Manly, 7 January, 1881.
’
As my term of office ns Mayor of this Municipality will shortly expire, I am requested by my
fellow Aldermen to again address you concerning the lease of the pier or wharf granted some years since
to the Port Jackson Steamboat Company, and which will terminate on or about November next.
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I would firstly remind you that several deputations have during the last year or two waited upon
you to endeavour to have the site upon which tho wharf is erected handed over to the Municipality, but
you were prevented complying with their request, as you could not interfere with the existing lease ; at
the same time you promised should you continue iu office that a renewal should not be granted, as the
district was incorporated after the lease was issued, and you agreed with the deputation that the
municipal authorities wore the proper custodians of the wharf, or rather that they should be.
In addition to the several deputations, X haie frequently by order of tho Council of Manly
addressed you letters on this important subject, respectfully protesting against any renewal of the
existing lease to the present proprietors or lessees, or to the lease being granted to any but the Municipal
Council; and I now once more have the honor, on behalf of the Municipal Council of Manly, to impress
on you the importance of this matter, and to request that you will comply with the application from this
Council that, at the termination of the existing lease, the site on which the wharf referred to is erected be
banded over or leased to the Municipal Council of Manly.
_ _ As J am about to retire from municipal duties, I take this opportunity to thank Her Majesty’s
Ministers for the great courtesy and consideration I have received from them at various times.
'
T have, &c.,
A T, FEED IIILDEE,
--------Mayor.
_
Minutes on No. 11.
_
The case is one for the Dept, of Mines so far as the special lease is concerned,—C.O., 12/1/81.
This letter should be forwarded, as suggested, to the Dept, of Mines, who deal with special leases, and
the Mayor of Manly informed of the action taken.—J.H., 13/1/81.
The Under-Sec rotary for Mines.—
C.O., U.C., Dept, of Lands, 17 Jany., 1881.
Informed.—A. Hu,dee, 17 .Tany., 1881.
The Port
.Jackson Steamboat Company’s lease expires 30 JSTov., /81.—1D/1/S1.
Hccommcndcd that, if the special lease which expires this year is not to he renewed, the present
lessees should be informed to that effect as early as possible—T.W.II., Oec. Lands, 22/1/81.
In consequence of protests by the Municipal Council of Manly against the renewal of the within
lease, it may bo necessary to consider whether a renewal shall be granted, and the lessees may be asked to
stale any reasons why the lease should be renewed.—E.A.B., 27/1/81.
The Port Jackson Steamboat Company, 31/1/81.

No. 12.
Tho Under-Secretary for Lands to The Mayor of Manly.
S'T,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 17 January, 1881.
In reference to your letter of the 17th instant, urging that upon the termination of the lease
of the wharf at Manly, granted to the Port Jackson Steamboat Company, the wharf be handed over or
leased to the Municipal Council of that place, I am directed to inform you that the matter of dealing with
special leases comes within the province of the Secretary for Mines, to whom the case has accordingly
been referred.
1 have, &c.,
CHARLES OLIVER.

No. 13.
The Chief Officer, Occupation of Lands, to Tho Manager, Port Jackson Steamboat
Company.
Sir,
Occupation of Lands, Sydney, 31 January, 1881.
_ Referring to the special lease held by the Port Jackson Steamboat Company at Manly, which
will expire on the 30th November next, I have the honor to inform you that a protest against the renewal
thereof has been received from the Municipal Council of Manly, and I am directed by the Honorable tho
Minister for Mines to request that you will be good enough to state any reasons why tho lease should be
renewed.
I have, &c.,
T. WARES HARRIOTT,
Chief Officer.

No. 14.
The Manager, Port Jackson Steamboat Company, to The Chief Officer, Occupation
of Lands.
Sir,
No. 1 Jetty, Circular Quay, Sydney, 11 February, 1881.
_
_
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 31st ultimo,
informing me that a protest had been received from the Municipal Council of Manly against tho renewal
of the special lease held by the Port Jackson Steamboat Company at Manly, which expires on 30th
November next, and requesting that I will state any reasons why the lease should be renewed.
In reply I beg to point out, for the information of the Minister at the head of your Department,—
1st. That, in the year 1855, Henry Gilbert Smith made application to the Government to be
allowed to erect a jetty or wharf at Manly Cove; that permission was granted, and Henry
Gilbert Smith executed a bond and found sureties for the duo fulfilment of tho conditions
imposed; after which the said wharf or jetty was erected by and at tbo sole exncnse of tbo
said 11. G. Smith.
1
2nd. That II. G. Smith sold and transferred all his right, title, and interest in and to the said
wharf or jetty to Messrs. Heselton A Parker, who paid him a large sum for same.
3rd. Messrs. Heselton & Parker sold and transferred all their right, title, and interest in and to
the said pier, wharf, or jetty, to John R. Carey, for a valuable consideration.
4th. That John R, Carey afterwards sold and transferred all his right, title, and interest to the
Port Jackson Steamboat Company (Limited), for a valuable consideration.
5th.
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5th, That the Officer iu charge of the Occupation of Lands in 1876 for the first time <iemanded

rent for the occupation of the foreshore on which the wharf was erected, from the Port
Jackson Steamboat Company; whereupon the representatives of the Port Jackson Steam
boat Company interviewed that officer, and verbally protested and explained the hardship of
their being required to pay a rental for the use of the foreshore when permission had been
granted to their predecessors to erect the said jetty, and to add to it from time to time, at
considerable ontlay, without any condition as to the likelihood of a rental being afterwards
demanded—a matter duly taken into consideration and valued in the purchase money paid
by the Port Jackson Steamboat Company for the said jetty.
Gth. That the said Officer in charge of the Occupation of Lands averred that the G-ovornment
had power to demand a rent for the foreshore, and that the same was being demanded and
paid in every other instance where people previously held permission to erect wharves or
jetties on the foreshore of the harbour; also that the usual length of lease was five years,
but it would beyond doubt he renewed from time to time,
7th. That notwithstanding the Port Jackson Steamboat Company were led to believe that the
original permission granted to H. G-. Smith was a sufficient title to occupy tho said fore
shore without paying any rent therefor, the Managing Director of the Port Jackson Steam
boat Company (Limited), relying upon the statement of the said Officer in charge of the
Occupation of Lands being bona fide and correct, and at his request, wrote, agreeing under
the circumstances to pay a rental of £25 per annum for five years, should the Government
demand same, hut at the same time protesting and complaining of the hardship of being
compelled to do so, which rental is far in excess of tho rents paid for any other wharf within
the harbour of Port Jackson.
_
8th. That in 1878 the Port Jackson Steamboat Company (Limited), relying upon the aforesaid
statements of the said Officer in charge of the Occupation of Lands, extended the said jetty
or wharf to the full extent of the permission previously granted, and otherwise expended
large sums in strengthening and renewing the original jetty.
_
9th, That the said jetty has been built, maintained, and extended from time to time at the solo
expense of the owners and occupiers, and that recently large sums have been expended
thereon. That the said jetty is not an inconvenience where it stands to the Corporation of
Manly; on the contrary, that it is, and has been for many years, a public convenience to all
the residents of tho district, no wharfage having ever been charged to the public for landing
goods on the said wharf; also that it does not front or abut on to a public street or highway
over which the Municipal Council has any control, but fronts a public reserve, the Trustees
of which have in no way objected to our occupation of that portion of the foreshore on
which the said jetty is erected.
10th. That this Company and its predecessors have, during a period of years, run steamboats to
Manly, in season and out of season, for the convenience of the public, and thus built up a
trade solely of their own accord.
11th. That this Company has recently, at an enormous outlay and expense, built and purchased
new and improved steamers for the said trade.
_
12th. That they have also leased from the Government jetties at Circular Quay for a period, of
five years, and the right to call at Cowper’s Wharf, Woolloomooloo, at certain hours during
each day, for which they pay the revenue a large rental, and for the sole purpose of trading
between them and the said jetty at Manly.
13th. That the above ontlay and expense have been incurred, relying upon the words of the
Government officer that there would he no doubt as to the renewal of the lease of the
foreshore over which the said jetty is built.
I humbly submit that all the foregoing circumstances arc sufficient, good, and valid reasons why the
said lease should be renewed, independent of the fact that a cruel and unprecedented injustice would he
done, whereby a serious and enormous loss to the extent of many thousands of pounds would accrue to
this Company, should a renewal of said lease not be granted.
■
I have, &c.,
J, B. CAMEY,
Managing Director, Tort Jackson Steamboat Co.

No. 15.
The Council Clerk, Manly, to The Under-Secretary for Mines.
Sir,
Municipal Chamber, Manly. 24' January, 1881.
’
I have the honor to call your attention to a letter dated the 7th instant from the Mayor of tins
Municipality, addressed to the Honorable the Minister for Lands, protesting on behalf of the ratepayers
to the renewal of the lease of the site of the pier at Manly to any Company, person, or persons, other
than the Council of this Municipality ; in reply to which communication a letter has been received from
the Lands Department stating that sucli matters were within your province.
_
It is the desire of this Council that the Government should not overlook their claim to have the
wharf placed under their control when the present lease expires, in or about November next.
I have, &c.,
J. N. LEES,
-------Council Clerk.
Minutes on N'o. 15.
The lessees of the jetty have been asked to state any reasons why the lease should be renewed.—
E.O’D., 2/2/S1.
Acknowledge receipt, and inform that the subject has already received attention, under
the letter referred to as addressed to Department of Lands.—T. W.H., 2/2/81.
Informed, 4/2/81.
No. 16.
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No. 16.
The Chief Officer, Occupation of Lands, to The Council Clerk, Manly.
Sir,

Occupation of Lands, Sydney, 4 February, 1881.
1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21th ultimo, calling attention

to a communication from the Mayor of Manly, addressed to the Minister for Lands, protestiug on behalf
of the Municipal Council against the renewal of the special lease held by the Port Jackson Steamboat
Company of the pier at Manly.
The subject has already received attentiun under tho letter referred to as addressed to the Depart
ment of Lands,
I have, Ac.,
T. WARBE HAKRIOTT,
Chief Officer.

No. 17.
The Mayor of Manly to The Secretary for Mines.
Sir,

Municipality of Manly, Council Chambers, Manly, 10 February, 1881.
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your lei ter of the 4th instant, numbered 81-936 M,
addressed to the Council Clerk, referring to a letter of 7th January last, written by the late Mayor of
Manly, A. Ililder, Esq., addressed to the Minister for Lauds, protesting against any renewal of the existing
lease of the site of present pier at foot of Pittwatcr Road, or to a lease being granted to any but the
Municipal Council of Manly.
I need scarcely refer to the circumstances under which the present lease was granted. You will
perhaps remember that the subject was brought under the notice of Parliament at the time by petition of
the residents of Manly. The circumstances were simply these :—Some time after the petition for incor
poration had been forwarded to the Grovernment, we were informed that the petition hud been lost, and
that if would beuocossary to forward another petition. Tnis was done, but unfortunately during the time
that elapsed between tbc notificalion of the loss of the iirst petition and the preparation of the second a
lease of the pier was granted.
Tho Council shortly after its formation, as far back as 14th March, 1877, through its then Mayor,
Thos. Rowe, Esq., endeavoured to secure this site in question for a municipal wharf. Letters have
been forwarded fo the Minister for Lands, and deputations have waited upon that gentleman, sotting
forth in substance what the Municipality of Manly have considered to be their right, viz., full control of
the wharf or jetty at Manly, in accordance with the Municipalities Act, 1867, section 117, wherein it
says—“ The Council shall within the boundaries of the Municipality have the care, construction and
management of wharves, jetties, &c.
The present Minister for Lands has admitted this right of the Council, but owing to the Port
Jackson S. B. Company having obtained a lease thereof, he could not, until the expiration of that lease,
grant such right,
I have now the honor to call your attention to the fact that the lease to Port Jackson S. B. Com
pany will expire on or about end of October next, and at tho request of the Municipal Council of Manly
I repeat the protest made by my predecessor.
4 Tins is a matter that affects the interests of the inhabitants of Manly very considerably; indeed
ever since tbc lease was given to the P. J. S, B. Co. they have felt themselves much aggrieved, and now
that that lease will shortly expire they urge upon the Council to repeat the application to tho Government
to_ secure what they emphatically say they are fully entitled to, viz,,—to have the site of the present pier,
with such further land adjoining that may be necessary for the construction of a wharf or pier at that
spot, to meet the growing requirements of this largely patronized watering-place.
Trusting that this very important matter, affecting the interests not only of the residents of Manly
but also the public generally, will receive your immediate and earnest attention,—
I have, &e.,
GEO. JOHN BARKER,
Mayor.
Urgent.—The Chief Officer, 11/2/81, G.H., pro U.S.

No. 18.
■The Under-Secretary for Mines to The Mayor of Manly.
Sir,

_
Department of Mines, Sydney, 25 February, 1881.
Referring to your letter of the 10th instant, respecting the objection made, on the part of the
Municipal Council of Manly, lo the granting of any renewal to the Port Jackson Steam-boat Company
of the existing leaso of the site of the pier at the foot of the Pittwater Road, I have the honor to inform
you that papers in connection with this matter are being prepared to be laid before Parliament, and until
that has been done no action can he taken in regard to the lease.
I have, Ac.,
HARRIE WOOD,
_____________________________________

Under-Secretary.

No. 19.
Mr. J. E.. Carey to The Under-Secretary for Mines.
Sir,

No. 1 Jetty, Circular Quay, 15 March, 1881.
I have the honor to ask you for the following information at your earliest convenience, viz.,
whether the reasons why the lease of the foreshore on which onr pier at Manly is erected as stated in
mine of the 11th February last, are considered sufficient by the Minister for Mines.
I have, &c.,
J. R. CAREY,
Managing Director, Port Jackson Steamboat Company.
"
No. 20,
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]STo. 20.
Memo, by Secretary for Mines.
Manly Beach Bier.
Inpoeh that; the question of the granting or ref usal of the renewal of the lease has not yet been determined.

Leases for special purposes are, upon application, usually renewed as a matter of course. In this case,
however, the Municipal of Council of Manly has protested agaiust the renewal of tho special lease iu
question to the Port Jackson Steamboat Company. Their protest will receive due consideration, as will
tho statements made by the Port Jackson Steamboat Company in support of thoir lease being renewed.
E.A.B., 21/3/81.
Infonn the Manager of the Port Jackson Steamboat Company.—II.AV., 24/3/81,
24/3/81.

Informed,

No. 21.
Mr. S. C. Brown to The Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

77, Pitt-strcet, Sydney, 26 July, 1881.
I have the honor, on behalf of the Municipality of Manly, to address you on the following

matter:—
As you are doubtless aware, the Port Jackson Steamboat Company have a lease from the Govern
ment of the land (portion of tho foreshore), and land covered with water, upon which the present pier is
erected.
This lease will expire about November next; and the inhabitants of Manly, which has now become a
very populous and important place, are not desirous that the Port Jackson or any Steam Company should
have the sole control of this pier, but that the same should be vested in the Municipality, so that the
Council thereof should deal with it as might he best for tbc interests of the whole of the residents of the
district.
_ _
_
Iu order to carry out this object, and to prevent any complications, the Directors of the Steam
Company have agreed to waive their claim to a renewal from the Government of their lease, upon receiving
from the Council of the Municipality a lease of the pier fora certain term, at a rent, and subject to condi
tions on their part, which are manifestly for the interests not only of the Municipality and its inhabitants
but those of the whole district, aud the inhabitants of Sydney.
Such being the case, and in order to carry out such agreement, I have now to ask that the Govern
ment will be pleased to dedicate to and vest in the Municipality that portion of the foreshore of Manly, and
that portion of the land covered with water, extending immediately in front, as shown iu the plan or
i _
sketch sent herewith.
I trust you will give this application your approbation, which is for the dedication of the land and the
carrying out of the agreement with the Steam Company, as it will be of great benefit to tho whole public ;
and even if such application be somewhat novel, the circumstances of the case and the position of the
inhabitants of Manly are exceptiouah
If you desire it, 1 will wait upon you and give any further explanation or evidence that may be
deemed necessary.
I have, &c.,
‘
-------S. C. BROWN.
Minutes on No. 21.
Urgent—The Under-Secretary. This letter to be registered and returned to inc.—J.H., 27/7/S1.
Urgent. Acknowledge the receipt of this letter, and state that it is considered desirable to ascer
tain, in writing, from the Port Jackson Steam Company, whether they assent to the proposal embodied in
this letter.—J.IL, 1/7/81. Urgent.—The Surveyor-General. Por report at an early date.—J.H., 4/S/S1.

No. 22.
The Under-Sccrctary for Lands to The Directors, Port Jackson Steamboat Company.
Gentlemen,

Department of Lands, 1 August, 1881.
The Municipal Council of Manly having represented that you have agreed to waive your
claim to a renewal from the Government of the lease of the pier at Manly, upon receiving from them a
lease of such pier for a certain term, at a rent and subject to certain conditions agreed upon, I am
directed by the Secretary for Lands to request that you will be good enough to state whether you have
made such an agreement with the Municipal Council of Manly.
I have, Ac.,
CHARLES OLIVER,
Under-Secretary.

No. 23.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. S. C. Brown.
Sir,

Department of Lands, 1 August, 188L.
.Referring to your letter of tho 2Gth ultimo, on behalf of tho Municipal Council of Manly, witfi
respect fo the pier at that place, I am directed by the Secretary for Lands to inform you that the Port
Jackson Steam Company have been asked whether they assent to the proposal embodied in your letter,
and that further action will bo taken in the matter on receipt of their reply.
I have, &e.,
CHARLES OLIVER,
Under-Secretary.
No, 24.
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No. 24.
Mr. J, R. Carey to The Secretary for Lands.
Sir.

Port Jackson Steam-boat Company’s Office, Circular Quay, Sydney, 3 August, 1881.
, We beg to acknowledge receipt of a letter from tlie Department of Lands, dated 1st August,
1881 (Mis. 81-13,357), respecting this Company’s claim for a renewal of the lease of the pier at Manly
Beach. In reply, we have the honor to inform you that the Company have agreed with the Municipal
Council of Manly to waive their claim to such renewal, upon the Council granting to the Company a leaso
of the pier for the term, at the rent and subject to the conditions mentioned in such agreement.
And have, &c.,
_
J. It. CARET,
Managing Director, Port Jackson Sfeam-boat Company.
Minute on Mo. 24.
Urgenti The Under-Secrctary,—Please place this letter, after registration, with the other papers
having reference to the application of the Municipal Council at Manly to have the wharf vested or
dedicated in them, and afterwards return the whole of the papers to me.—J.H., 3/8/81.

. No. 25.
Memo, on Manly Pier, by the Secretary for Lands.
Perhaps the Minister will direct that this case may be dealt with without the papers.—C.O., 26/8/8.1.
As it appears, from the information conveyed in the minute of the Under-Secretary for Mines,
that the papers cannot be found in that Department, having reference to the special lease granted to tho
Port Jackson Steamboat Company at Manly, tho Survey Branch should be asked to report in respect to
tbeapplication of the Municipal Council of Manly to have the wharf and approaches vested in them.—
J.H., 26/8/81.
The Surveyor-General.—C.O., 26/8/81.

No. 26.
Report by tbe Surveyor-General.
Borough Council of Manly, applying for the dedication of certain land above aud below high-water-mark
at Manly, parish of Manly Cove, county of Cumberland.
The Surveyor-General, '
It should, I think, be pointed out that it is not the practice to dedicate areas below high-water
mark for the erection of pile jetties such as that herein referred to, and that no sufficient reasons are
advanced in the enclosed application why the rule should be infringed, Further, that the requirements
of tho case might probably be met by a renewal of the lease on the conditions usually imposed in such
cases, but in the name of the Borough Council of Manly, But tho question involved would appear to he
one for the joint consideration of the Engineer-in-Chief and yourself.
It may be mentioned, in connection with the above, that the laud which fronts the jetty applied for
is about to be applied for by tho Borough Council of Manly, as a continuation of the aligned Corso, aud
that such continuation of the Corso would place the approach to the pier under the control of the Borough
Council.
S. L. PEYTON,
&
--------2 September, 1881.
Report submitted.—P.E.A.., 3/9/81."
Under-Secretary for Lands,—As it appears that the
Council will shortly have the control of the approaches to the wharf, the course to be pursued will be for
the Council to apply for a lease under the 38th section of the Act of 1875, and 19th section of the Act
of 1880. There is no power conferred for the purpose of dedicating land below low-water-mark —
C.O., 12/9/81.
Approved.—J.IL, 14/9/81.
■

No. 27.
Mr. J. R. Carey to Tlie Secretary for Lands.
S'L

No. 1 Jetty, Circular Quay, Sydney, 19 September, 1881.
Referring to our letter of the 3rd August, in reply to yours of the 1st of that month, in which
we stated that we had agreed with the Municipal Council of Manly to waive our claim to a renewal of a
lease which we now hold of the pier at Manly Beach from the Government, subject to tbe conditions
mentioned in such agreement, wc have now the honor to state that one of the conditions upon which this
Company agreed to waive their claim was that, upon the pier passing into the legal possession of the
Municipal Council of Manly, the Council should give us a lease of the same for a period of twelve years,
upon our performing or undertaking to perforin certain tilings.
’
. , W0 a're
advised that unless the Municipal Council are placed by the Government in such a
position as to enable them to grant us a lease of tbe wharf and approaches thereto for twelve years, the
Council will be unable to fulfil the conditions of their agreement with the Company.
’
In the event of the Government, from any reason whatever, failing to give the Council the necessary
power to enable thorn to grant ns the twelve years’ lease, it must be clearly understood that the Company
withdraw' their conditional waiver of our claim to a renewal of our existing lease of the site of the pier at
Manly ; and also respectfully request; that our application for a renewal of the same may thereafter he
favourably considered by you at your earliest convenience.
I have &c.
’
.
_
J. R. CARET,
Chairman of Directors, Port Jackson Steamship Company.
233—B

No. 28.
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No. 28.
Memo, by Under-Secretary for Lands.
Since the decision given by Mr. Secretary Hoskins on the l-lth instant the within letter has been received.
From its nature it appears that the proposal to lease the wharf to the Council for a term of five years
will not meet the requirements of the agreement entered into between the Council and the Port Jackson
Steam Company, the chief feature in tho agreement being an undertaking by the Council to lease the wbarf
to tbe Company for a term of twelve years. As tbe Government can only lease for a period of five years
with the privilege of renewal, tbe Council could not of course lease, or rather sub-let under tbe lease to
be granted by the Government, for any longer period or with greater privileges than tbe lease conferred.
The Company appear to have anticipated this difficulty, and, by the letter before referred to, have
withdrawn any waiver made to any claim the Company may have to a renewal of the existing lease.
Although the 5th clause or the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861 provides for jiublic quays or
landing-places, I do not consider that the clause contemplated the dedication of land under the waters.
Even if the dedication could be made, it would not meet the object of tho Council and Company, as the
wharf would be a public wharf, and therefore open to the public.
Personal representations having been made, the case is re-submitted before communicating the
decision arrived at. The question of renewing the lease to the Company is one for the Department of
Mines to deal uhth.
C.O., 19/9/81.

The decision given should bo conveyed to the parties interested.—.T.IL, 29/9/81.

No. 29.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. It. Carey.
Sir,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 8 October, 1881.
In reply to your letter of the 19th ultimo, on behalf of the Directors of the Port Jackson Steam
ship Company, relative to the lease of the pier at Manly Beach. T am directed by the Secretary for Lands
to inform you that, as the Governmeut can only lease for a period of five years with the privilege of a
renewal, the Municipal Council of Manly could not sub-let under a lease to be granted by the Governmeut
for any longer period, or with greater privileges than the lease conferred ; and although the 5th clause of
the Crown Jjands Alienation Act of 1SG1 provides for public quays or landing-places, it is not considered
that the clause contemplated a dedication of land under the water; and even if the dedication could be
made, it would not meet the object of the Council and Company, as the wharf would be a public wharf,
and therefore open to the public. I am to add that the question of renewing the lease to the Company is
one for the Department of Mines to deal with.
I have, &c.,
CHARLES 0 LITER,
Under-Secretary,

No. 30.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. S. C. Brown.
Sir,

Department of Lands, 8 October, 1881.
With reference to your letter of the 2Gth July last, on behalf of the Municipality of Manly,
applying for the dedication of certain land above and below high-water-mark at Manly, I am directed by
the Secretary for Lands to inform jmu that it is not the practice to dedicate areas below high-water-mark
for the erection of pile jetties, <fcc.; and although the 5th clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861
provides for public quays or landing-places, it is not considered that the clause contemplated a dedication of
land under the water; and as it appears that the Council will shortly have the control of the approaches to
the wharf, the course to be pursued will he for the Council to apply for a lease under the 38th section of
the Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875, and the 19th section of the Lands Acts Further Amendment Act
of 1880, such application to be made to tlie Department of Mines. J am, however, to add that at present the
lease of the jetty is held by the Port Jackson Steam Company, who have withdrawn any waiver they may
have made to any right of renewal that the Company may be entitled to.
I have, &C.,
CHARLES OLIVER,
U nder-Secretary.

No. 31.
Mr. J. B. Carey to The Secretary for Mines.
_
Sir,

Port Jackson Steamboat Company (Limited),
,
Circular Quay, 26 October, 1881.
I have the honor to inform you that this Company have transferred all their interest in the
present lease (special) from the Government of the site of the pier opposite the Corso and Pittwater Road at
Manly, to Robert Matcham Pitt, of Manly, and further to request that a renewal of the said lease may be
granted to him.
J have, (fee,,
‘ J. R. CAREY,
Managing Director.

:

Ho.
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No. 32,
Tlie Mayor of Manly to The Secretary for Mines.
Sir,

Muncipal Chambers, Manly, 26 October, 1881.
I have tho honor, by direction of this Council, to withdraw all objections heretofore lodged
against the re-leasing of tlie site of the pier in front of the Corso and Pittwater Road at Manly, to any other
than the Municipal Council of Manly, and further to request that a lease of the said site be granted to
Robert Matcham Pitt, of Manly.
I have, &e.,
GEO. WM. BARKER,
Mayor of Manly,

No. 33.
Mr. 11. M. Pitt to The Secretary for Mines.
Sir,

Sydney, 27 October, 1881.
1 have the honor to inform you that the Port Jackson Steamboat Company (Limited), have
transferred to me all their right, title, and interest in and to tlie special lease of tlie site of the pier, opposite
the Corso, Manly, hitherto held by them from the Government. 1 enclose herewith letter from the Companywaiving all claim to the site of tlie said pier, also one from tho Municipality of Manly, withdrawing their
objections to tho re-loasing of the site to any other than tlie said Council, and requesting that a renewal of
the said lease bo granted to me.
1 now beg to make application for a renewal, in my name, of the lease hitherto held by the Port
Jackson Steamboat Company, viz.:—The land upon which the pier is erected at Manly Beach, five years at
=£25 per annum.
1 have, &c.,
---------ROBERT M. PITT.
Minutes on No. 38,
The question of renewal has been for so long before tbe Minister that perhaps a decision can he
arrived at without reference to tho Surveyor-General.—T.'W.IT., Occ. of Land, 5 November, 1881.
If the Chief Officer thinks there is in this case no need for the usual reference, and will recommend
the renewal, 1 will submit it—HAV"., 7/L1/S1.
Referring to the minute of the Minister, dated 24th March, 1881 (Treasury 10,900), aud the
Municipal Council of Manly having now withdrawn all opposition, a renewal of the lease for five years is
recommended on the, same terms and conditions as that expiring on 30th Nov, 1881.—T.’W.R., Oec.
Lands, 15 Nov., 1881.
Submitted.—H.'W’., 16/11/81.
Approved.—A.E., 3/1/82.

No. 34.
Minute liy Colonial Treasurer.
Manly Beach Jetty.

There are grave objections to the renewal of the lease of this jetty to the Port Jackson Steamboat
Company, as by so doing it practically gives the Company a monopoly of the trade of this suburb, so far
as the passenger traffic is concerned, which is most objectionable ; and if the Minister for Mines will give
the subject his favourable consideration, 1 think he may probably see his way clear to place the jetty in
the hands of the Manly Municipality.
J.W.,
---------27/10/81.
The "Under-Secretary for Mines.—O.E., B.C.. 27/10/81.
Mr. Pitt asked by note to wait upon
tho Secretary for Mines on Thursday next, 29th instant.— G.E.H.,22/12/81,

No. 35.
Minute for Executive Council.
Renewal of Special Lease, Manly Beach Pier.
Department of Mines, Crown Lands Occupation Branch, Sydney, 4 January, 1882,
It is recommended to His Excellency the Governor and tlie Executive Council, that Mr. R. M. Pitt be
granted a renewal of his special lease of the land on which the pier is erected at Manly Beach, under the
provisions of the 38th clause of fhe Lands -Acts Amendment Act of 1875, and 19th clause of the Lands
Acts Further Amendment Act of 1880, for a further period of three years, on the same terms and
conditions as that which expired on tlie 30th November last.
The lease not necessarily to confer any right to purchase the land in virtue of improvements or
otherwise.
'
ARTHUR RENWICK.
Clerk of the Executive Council.—T.JVHI., B.C., o January, 1882.
The Executive Council advise that a lease of the land on which the pier at Manly Beach is erected
be issued, upon the terms and conditions herein recommended, to Mr. R. M. Pitt, for a further period of
three years.
A. C. BUDGE,
Clerk of the Executive Council,
Approved.—A.L., 10/1/82,

Min. 82/3,10/1/82.-Confirmed, 17/1/82.

Sydney t Tbomas Richards, Government Printer.—1S93.
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MANLY PIER.
(CORRESPONDENCE.)

Ordered l>y lltc Legislative Assenibly to le printed, 24 April, 1883.

FURTHER RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative
Assembly of New South Wales, dated 7th February, 1883, That there be laid
upon the Table of this House,—
“ Copies of all correspondence with reference to applications and granting
“ of lease of Manly Pier.”
illr. Hugh Taylor.)

Mejiohandum of A greement made in the twenty-fifth day of October one thousand eight hundred and
eighty-one between Robert Matcham Pitt of Manly near Sydney in tho Colony of New South Wales
gentleman of the one part and the Port Jackson Steamship Company Limited of Sydney aforesaid of
the other part Whereas the said Company are at present owners of the pier at Manly Beach in front
of the “ Pier Hotel ” and the lessees from the Government of the said Colony of the site upon which tho
same is erected and whereas the term for which the said property is leased will very shortly expire and
whereas the said Robert Matcham Pitt being about to apply for a lease of the said property the said
Company have agreed to waive any claim to the renewal of their said leaso upon the terms hereinafter
stated now this agreement witnesseth that it is mutually agreed by and between the said parties as
follows
1. IJpon execution by both parties of this agreement the said Company shall assign and transfer
to the said Robert Matcbam Pitt their present lease and shall withdraw all applications made by them
or on their behalf to the Government ox said Colony for the renewal of the lease of the site of the present
pier or wharf in front of the “Pier Hotel” at Manly aforesaid or of the said pier and shall request the
said Government to lease transfer or grant tho said site to the said Robert Matcham Pitt
2. That the said Company shall forthwith hand over and dispose of to the said Robert Matcham
Pitt the present pier and all their right and title thereto in consideration of tlie following conditions
namely
3. That the said Robert Matcham Pitt so soon as he obtains a leaso of the said site shall grant to
the said Company an under-lease of tbe same and a lease of the said pier for tho term of his said lease
(less one day) to commence from the commencement of said lease at an annual rental of one hundred and
eighteen pounds and such rent as may be charged by the Government payable half-yearly and that the
said Robert Matcham Pitt shall (if he so long live) at or before the expiration of the said lease so to be
applied for apply to the proper authorities and if possible obtain a renewal of said lease for another five
years and shall if successful execute to the said Company an under-lease for the term thereof (less one day)
and shall at or before the expiration of such second lease apply to the proper authorities and if possible
obtain a renewal of sucb second lease and if successful shall execute to the said Company an under-lease
thereof for tbe period of two years both under-leases to be at the rent aforesaid and that in the event of
the death of the said Robert Matcham Pitt prior to the expiration of the first or second lease the execu
tors of the said Robert Matcham Pitt will transfer the lease then current to tbe said Company so that
they may be entitled to apply for tho renewal thereof provided at the expiration of two years of the said
third lease or iu all twelve years from tlie commencement of said first lease the said Company will assign
the remainder or unexpired term of such third lease and deliver up such pier to any person whom the
Council of the Municipality' of Manly mav appoint or if the said Council shall have obtained power to
deal with the same then to the said Council
4.
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4. That the said Company shall maintain and keep the said pier and all additions or alterations
thereto in good repair during the currency of the leases to be granted to them as aforesaid fair wear and
tear excepted excepting in the event of a new pier being erected by the said Eobert Matcham Pitt or the
Council of the Municipality of Manly
5. That it shall be lawful for the said Company to cancel the said leases and also tins agreement
should any G-overnment pier or public wharf be erected at Manly which shall be antagonistic to their
interest and not under the control of the Council of the Municipality of Majily but they will still he
hound to pay the rent to the said Eobert Matcham Pitt which he is liable to pay under the said leases
from the Government
_
,
6. That in consideration of the foregoing agreement on the part of the said Eobert Matcham Pitt
the said Company shall within fourteen months from the date hereof have a new double-ended paddle
steamer built completed and in Port Jackson subject (should the said steamer he built out of this
Colony) to all accidents such steamer shall be of such character and dimensions as to be fit to carry six
hundred passengers at least in the Manly trade safely and comfortably according to the regulations of the
Marine Board in that behalf and the speed of such sieamer shall be contracted for at not less than that
of the steamer “ Pairlight” now' the property of the said Company and such steamer shall so soon after
her arrival in Port Jackson as is practicable be placed in the Manly trade
_
V. That the faros and freights to be charged by the said Company from the date hereof aud during
the currency of the said leases shall not exceed those now charged by the said Company that season and
return tickets shall be issued on demand and shall bo available for any trip day or night and that passen
gers shall be permitted to carry fifty-six pounds weight of personal luggage free of charge
_
_
8. That private steam launches and yachts shall he allowed to land private parties at the said pier
or wharf included in the said leases or at one of the said Company’s ■wharves at Manly whichever may be
most convenient to the Company free of charge
9. That the said Company shall not charge any wharfage rates for goods carried by their own
steamers in the ordinary daily trade
_
10. That the said wharf or pier shall from the date hereof and during the currency of either of
said leases be free to the public to promenade at all times when passengers are not embarking or disem
barking and shall be always free to the police force and shall be deemed a public place for the purpose
of the punishment for all offences
i
_
11. That the said Company shall from tho date hereof and during the currency of either of said
leases allow' cargoes of goods if for one individual in each instance to be landed on the said wharf or
pier or on one or other of their w'han'es whichever may he most convenient to the said Company upon
payment of charges not exceeding Government wharfage rates provided that vessels discharging shall
not impede the passenger or regular traffic and shall make way for the Company’s steamers when required
so to do and in case of their neglect or refusal so to do when required the said Company shall havepowor
at their ow'n risk and expense to remove them forthwith and also to remove any goods from off such
wharf at the owner's risk and expense should the said owner neglect to remove them as landed after
reasonable notice given to him in that behalf
,
12. That the said Company shall not from the date hereof and during tbe currency of either of
said leases take the steamers “ Pairlight ” “ Emu ” and the new vessel mentioned in paragraph six (when
completed) or any or cither of them off the ran or out of the Manly trade for any purpose whatsoever
unless for repairs cleaning or the like or unless prevented from running any or either of them by stress
of weather without the consent of tbe said Eobert Matcham Pitt or the Council of the said Municipality
for that purpose first had aud obtained
13. That should any steamer employed from the date hereof or during the currency of said leases
in the Manly trade be wrecked or otherwise lost the said Company shall within eighteen months from
such wreck or loss provide another boat to replace the same of at least equal accommodation and speed to
the one so wrecked or lost and in the meantime shall provide a good substitute for such lost or wrecked
boat to be approved of by the said Eobert Matcham Pitt or the Council of tbe said Municipality and in
the event of such approval being withheld the question shall he decided by arbitration as is hereafter
provided
14. That the said Company shall from the time fixed in clause fifteen and during the currency of
any of said leases run eleven trips each way from Sydney and Manly on every day excepting Sundays and
public holidays according to the time-table in the Schedule hereto or as near thereto as possible with all
due allowances for accidents unavoidable delays and dangerous weal her after the expiration of twelve
months from the commencement of such trips the said Company shall be at liberty to alter the said time
table in respect of the times of departure but not in respect of tho number of trips and in the event of
any such alterations being made the said Eobert Matcham Pitt or Council shall have the power to name
and fix the times of the first three trips in the morning and the last two trips iu the evening from Manly
and also the last three trips in the evening from Sydney and in tbe event of all or any of such times
being considered by the Company impracticable the said times shall be fixed by arbitration provided how
ever and it is hereby agreed that in no case shall tlie excursion trips be interfered with by said Eobert
Matcbam Pitt or Council or arbitrators such “ excursion trips ” being tlie three trips from Manly between
the hours of half-past four and half-past five in the evening and the four trips from Sydney between the
hours of ten in the morning and thirty minutes past two in the afternoon the said Company also agree to
run an early trip in the morning daily from Sydney not later than thirty minutes past seven and on holidays
a trip from Manly between eight and nine in the morning and one from Sydney between six and seven in
the evening in addition to the late trip from Sydney every night.
15. That the eleven trips per diem mentioned in the last paragraph shall commence as soon as the
new steamer hereinbefore agreed to be built shall be ready and running in the trade but in the meantime
the said Company agree to run and continue tbe present time-table (except Sundays) and excepting the
S p.m. trip from Sydney daily and the ll'SO a.m. from Sydney and 12-30 p.jn. from Manly on Saturdays
16. That in the event of any dispute arising between the said Eobert Matcham Pitt or the said
Council and the said Company as to the meaning of this agreement or any clause or clauses thereof the
matter in dispute shall be left to arbitration according to the Statutes in that behalf in this Colony and
in the event of the said Company failing to carry out this agreement or any clause thereof it shall
he lawful for the said Eobert Matcbam Pitt Ids executors administrators or assigns to cancel tbe same

after

3
after such non-compliance has been referred to arbitration and decided against tbe said Company and pro
vided that in the opinion of the arbitrators tlie said Company shall not have complied with, tho spirit of
the said agreement

.The Schedule

hereto iiefop.e hefekhed to.

Timc-taUc.
From Manly.
7-10 a.m.
8-10 „
8-15 „
1115 „
12-15 p.m.
3-30 „
#4-45 „
*5- 0 „
5-30 „
fi-30 „
10- 0 „

From Sydney.
^-IEa.m.
„

1015
11-30
1-80
2-30
4-30
5 30
015
7'30
1115
<

„
„
p.m.
„
„
„
„
„
„

The Company to have power to alter this trip to befcwoGn seven and eight p m. at any time.

In witness whereof the said liobert Matcbam Pitt hath hereunto set his hand and seal and the
seal of the said Company hath been hereunto affixed the day and year firstly hereinbefore
written.
Signed sealed and delivered by the said
")
KOBEET M, PITT.
Robert Matcham Pitt in the presence of j
C. Waostaff Witness.
The common seal of the Port Jackson Steamship Company Limited was hereunto affixed by
forming a Board of Directors of the said Company in the presence of
Agreement made the twenty-fifth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and eighty-one between the Municipality of Manly of the one part and the within-named Port Jackson
Steamship Company Limited of the other part Whereas tho within-named Eobert Matcham Pitt has
entered into the within agreement on behalf of the said Municipality and at the request of the Council
thereof and whereas the Council of the said Municipality have agreed in consideration of the agreements
within contained on the part of the said Company to enter into the agreements on tlieir part hereinafter
contained Now it is witnessed that the said Municipality in consideration of the premises do hereby
covenant promise and agree to and with the said Port Jackson Steamship Company Limited their suc
cessors and assigns in manner following
1. That the said Municipality or the Council thereof shall at their own expense provide three lamps
on the said pier and maintain and keep same lit every night during the currency of the said lease
2. That in case the said Municipality or the Council thereof shall obtain power so to do it shall be
lawful for them if they shall think proper to erect a new wharf or pier upon the site of the present pier
and in lieu thereof or upon any site in close proximity thereto provided that they give notice of their
intention so to do to the said Company before the expiration of the third year of the first of the said
leases and provided also that the cost of such new wharf shall not exceed two thousand five hundred
pounds and in the event of the said Municipality or the Council thereof erecting such new wharf the said
Company shall pay to them in addition to the rental mentioned in the third paragraph of the within
agreement a further annual rental amounting to 10 per cent, upon the cost of the said wharf and shall
maintain and keep the same iu good repair fair wear and tear only excepted
3. That any new pier or wharf to be erected by the said Municipality or the Council thereof in
pursuance of the power contained in the last paragraph shall be leased by the said Council to the said
Company such lease to include so far as the said Council can grant the same the approaches to such pier
for the rent mentioned in the within agreement with the 10 per cent, added for the terms mentioned
therein and as if it were included in the leases therein referred to
4>. That tlie said Municipality and the Council thereof shall not erect any other pier antagonistic
to the interests of the said Company and shall oppose by all means in their power the erection of any pier
or wharf at Manly which may be antagonistic to the interests of the said Company and further shall not
oppose in any way the renewal of said leases to said Robert Matcham Pitt or the granting a lease to the
said Company in case of the death of the said Robert Matcham Pitt prior to the expiration of such first
lease hut on the contrary shall do all in their power lo support same provided that the said Company shall
be bound to carry out the covenants and agreements in within agreement contained and if necessary shall
enter into a covenant with the said Council so to do and also that at the end of the twelve years the said
Company shall in case of the said Robert Matcham Pitt having died transfer their interest in the said
leases and their right to the renewals thereof to any nominee of the said Municipality or if the said
Council have obtained power to deal with the same then to tho Council of the said Municipality
In witness whereof the Corporate Seal of tho Municipality oi Manly hath been hereunto affixed
the day and year firstly hereinbefore w'ritten
The Corporation Seal of the Municipality of Manly was hereunto affixed by George "William Barker
Mayor and Alderman Austin Duff Hayes Lawrence and Pitt being a full Council of the said
Municipality duly convened in the presence of
(Seal of Municipality of Manly.)
C. "W"aO STATE
*
Council Clerk.
Wc certify that the writing contained above in this and the preceding page is a true copy of tho
original agreement the same having been examined and compared therewith by us this seventeenth day of
November, 1881,—
Geo. Heelings, "j 0jorps
g q. Brown, Solicitor, Sydney.

Ajithuh Sheldon, )

>

; j

Sjdtiey ; Thomas Rloliards, Government Printer.—1SS3.
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CLARENCE RIVER WORKS.
(MINUTE OT THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF OP HARBOURS AND RIVER NAVIGATION.)

Ordered hy the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 12 April, 1883.

The Engineor-in-Chief for Harbours and Kiver Navigation to The Under-Secretary
for Public Works.
I woulb beg to submit, for the coi) si deration of the Hon. the Secretary for Public Worbs, the necessity
for obtaining a further vote of (say) £100,000 on the Loan Estimates towards the Clarence River Works.
About £117,000 have been already expended, and there still remains a credit balance on existing
votes of about £5,000.
My original proposals were for a breakwater of 2,000 feet in length, and an internal training-wall
10,170 feet in length on the south side, and a breakwater on the north side of 1,270 feet and trainingwall of 8,160 feet. Of the works on the south side 1,250 feet of breakwater and 4,750 feet of trainingwall have been constructed, leaving 5,420 feet of internal wall to be completed. But as regards the
southern breakwater, the changes which have taken place from time to time have shown that it will not
have to be carried out to the full extent originally contemplated.
An addition to the present length of 450 feet, or .1,700 feet in all, will be sufSeient to reach a
depth of 19 or 20 feet of water.
On the north side, howdver, very groat difficulties have been encountered, which will be seen by
the plan I have had prepared, showing the state of the entrance to the river as it has existed at different
times since 1845.
.The survey of the entrance of the Clarence, made by the late Mr. James Burnett in 1845, a eopv
of which I have obtained from the Survey Office, shows that at the time it was made the northern limit
of the channel extended back as far as Ilukn, and the width of the entrance to the river was then about
6,800 feet, or more than
mile, the channel being filled with sandbanks, through which the river found
its way to the sea, by numerous small channels too tortuous and shallow to he navigable, unless by the
smallest class of coasters.
1
Between 1845 and I860, when my first survey was made, a great change had taken place ; the
north sand-spit had formed and grown down towards the south shore, till the width of the entrance
channel was reduced to about 750 feet abreast of Tamba (see the red line on the accompanying plan),
which shows the high-water mark in 1860. But in 1860 another change in the opposite direction set in:
The north sand-spit commenced again to recede towards the north, and in 1863 it had gone hack to the
extent shown by a blue line on the plan, the channel having widened out to about 1,000 feet abreast of
Yamba. In 1864 it had goncback to thelimit shown by the orange tint, the width of tbcentraucc being about
1,250 feet. In 1870 it had gone back to the yellow line, the width of entrance being about 1,400 feet. In
1873 it had gone back to the dark neutral tinted lino, the width of the entrance then being 3,000 feet,
and in Feb., ’75, June, 75, July, ’S0; Jan., ’82, and up to May, 1882, it kept steadily working back to the
extent shown by the several lines indicating the high-water margin at these different times, till in 1880
it bid fair to work back to the former limits shown by Mr. Burnett’s survey in 1845.
The causes of these changes are not far to seek. It will be remembered that 1860, ’64, ’67, 72, 76,
79, ’80, were years of unusual rainfall, or of very heavy floods ; the effect of such floods was to cut away
the sandspit and widen the channel at the entrance, and the collateral result of such widening of the
channel was to admit a larger body of tidal water, which, by its scour, produced a corresponding effect on
the channel, increasing still further its width, and thus aggravating the evil. The question then came to
bo whether to allow the retrocession of the north spit to go on unchecked, or to endeavour to arrest it
and save as much of the point as possible by protecting it with a stone facing, and it seemed to be
imperative to adopt the latter course, which was done.
The north spit has been faced with stonework. The cutting back action has been arrested, and we
have now got a safe base from which to start the works originally proposed.
These works, as mentioned in my original report, are an interna! training-wall along the margin
of the channel, from Huka to abreast of Yamba, and thence along the outer shore in a curved line to the
position marked on the plan.
352—
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The inner training-wall will protect the spit on that side, while the outer one will confine and
regulate the channel in the neighbourhood of the reef, preventing the sand from growing down on it by
concentrating the tidal scour at that part, and directing the current to seaward across the bar.
As the inner and outer training-walls are advanced in the manner of two groins, a slack water
will be created in the space between them where the sand thrown in by the waves will be impounded,
reforming the spit as it formerly existed between the years 186d and 1875, and which, when once reformed,
will not be liable as formerly to constant fluctuations. When- this is obtained and, with the southern
training-wall to regulate the channel on its side, a permanent condition of the entrance will be obtained,
which aided by judicious dredging may be confidently expected in a few years to bring about the same
beneficial condition of things, both on the bar and in the inner part of the harbour, as we have obtained
at Newcastle.
■ The growing down of the sand-spit so close to the reef, which is at present interfering with the navi
gation, is solely due to the great width of the channel at the entrance, hy which the tidal scour is dispersed
over a wide space.
_
_
April 5, 1883.

35. O. MORIARTY,
Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers.

[Plan.] .

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government I'rintcr—1SS3.
[2s. 3d.]
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES,

WORKING HOURS ON DREDGES.
(FORMER AND PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS.)

Ordered ly the Legislative Assembly to be printed, G February, 1883.

Memorandum from Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Purer Navigation to
Secretary for Public Works.
Formerly the men worked as follows :—Ten hours summer, nine hours winter, as under :__
Summer, 6 turn, to 6 p.m., with three-quarters of an hour for breakfast and one hour for dinner.
Winter, 6'30 a.m. to 5'30 p.m.,
do.
do.
do,
■On Saturdays the men knock o(T at 1 p.m.; the proper time would be 4 p.m., but, as will be seen
above, they take only three-quarters of an hour for breakfast, instead of one hour, and thus about make
tip the difference.
The new regulations arc ns follows, giving a uniform time of nine hours, as under:__
Summer, G a.m. to 5 p.m. ;
Winter, G’30 a.in, to 5’30 p.m.;
with arrangements for Saturday as before.
If a further reduction to eight hours was adopted, the following would roughly be the result:__
The Sydney dredges which have long “tows,” would only lie able to send two sets of punts to sea
instead of three, thus reducing the work by one-third.
The Clarence and Hunter River dredges would suffer a reduction of about one-quarter, and the
Newcastle harbour dredges, by reason of the shorter “ tows,” one-eighth.
The men have the advantage of being paid full time, wet or dry, and have their meals cooked
for them.
30 January, 1883.

E, O. MORIARTY.
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NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

DEEDGING OPEEATIONS.
(REPORT OF ENGINEER-LST-CHIEF FOR TTARBOUKS AND RIVERS.)

Ordered Iff the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 25 April, 1SS3.

The Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Livers to The Secretary for Public Works.
Department of Public Works,
Harbours and Livers Branch,
Sir,
Sydney, 24 April, 1883.
I do myself the honor to submit for your information the accompanying
statistics and other matter relative to the Dredge Service, brought up to the close
of the year 1882. These returns will be found in Appendices A to N, and a perusal
of them will I think prove exceedingly interesting and instructive. As I am
anxious there should be no delay in giving them the publicity which the importance
of the subject they treat of demands, I have hastened their completion, so. as to
enable you to lay them before Parliament during the present Session, which is now
so near its close. This must be my excuse, therefore, for not Avriting a long report.
Attached will be found a tabulated statement showing what the Appendices con
sist of.
<
I would especially draw your attention to the Inspector’s report, which
contains a full account of the dredging operations of last year. I do not think I
need add anything to the statements published in that document, as it probably
embraces all that need be said on the subject in this connection.
As to our future operations, I am pleased to be able to report that tenders
have already been invited for the construction of a dredge, tug, and punts, for the
Lichmond and other northern rivers, for which a sum of £25,000 has been voted
by Parliament during the present Session.
Pending, however, the construction of these vessels, which must necessarily
occupy many months, preparations are being made for the despatch, in a few days
hence, of a dredge to the Lichmond Liver, to remove some of the obstacles to navi
gation Tvhich exist there.
_
A dredge is also now on its way to Muruya, to complete the work which was
begun some months ago. A plan accompanies, showing what has been done in the
way of dredging on that river and W'hat further we propose to do. I feel confident,
wdien this work is completed, that the action of the tides and floods, regulated by
the works which have been and are yet to be constructed, wdll be sufficient to
maintain a permanent channel. It should be noted that the long prevalence of
the N.E. winds, and the absence of floods, have had very prejudicial effects on all
our river and harbour entrances, as is evidenced by the packing in of the sand at all
the openings on our long coast line. While on this subject, I should like to draw
your attention to Captain Allan’s letter to the President of the Marine Board, with
accompanying plan, setting forth the improvements which have taken place in the
harbour of Newcastle, as the result of dredging and the construction of the break
waters, which will bo found amongst the Appendices. I think the valuable evidence
X9—therein
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therein adduced is sufficient to give confidence to Parliament that, in carrying out
similar works in the other harbours and rivers of the Colony—notably at the
Clarence—like beneficial results may be expected to follow. Attached, also, will be
found plans showing what Newcastle harbour was before the works were commenced,
and what it is at the present time. An inspection of them will, I think, render
further comment on that matter unnecessary.
I may also mention that I propose, as soon as the work at Moruya is finished,
to despatch the dredge which will be shortly working there, to Ulladulla, to remove
the sand which has for some time past been accumulating in that harbour, to the
great detriment of the trade of the district.
Passing on to a brief mention of the dredging operations in Sydney Harbour,
I would desire to explain that the work of deepening the cove along the line of the
new wharfs on the eastern side of the Circular Quay is a very tedious one, owing
to the berths being required to accommodate the vessels employed in our rapidly
expanding commerce.
Now, however, that there is a little lull in the trade, we shall take advantage
of the opportunity thus afforded to complete our dredging and blasting operations,
so as to give a depth of from 28 to 29 feet at low-water.
We are also, as quickly as somewhat similar circumstances Avill allow, per
forming similar work at the head of Darling Harbour, where a considerable extension
of the present wharf will be immediately undertaken.
In conclusion, I have with pleasure to express my sense of the obligations
under which I lie to the Inspector and his Dredge-masters, for the successful results
which their energy and intelligence have enabled me to present.
I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
E. 0. MORIAHTY,
Engineer-in-Chief.
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APPENDIX A.
Analysis of Dredge Expenditure and "Work for the year ending 31st December, 1880.

11 Newcastle."

Double laUtlcr,

Pnublc ladder.

Sixse, 110 v. 24,

Size, 145 x M.

Etjuu ) es, pn ir lilirb inyssii re.

Ktigiiwg, pair coTidtsnftintf-

Cyls.

C. ytK 2it in., W.P, r'i Itm., sir, 3 it-

W.P- 261ha-, sir. ^ tVfl.

Dretl^ctf La Uo feel.

i>rccl'rc8 to 32 feet.

Single liwlder.

Double ladder,

Double latUU'v.
Size> lio x ’24,
E n ^iuesj, iHtirhi^h
hi $ prossnro.
.................................
. 3 ft- 6 i
ji-yin.
11 in., W A\ 30 Ur
I

,fHcrcuIo8.v

‘ Hun ter.1'

M Vulcan.”

1 Samson.”

_ Size, 110 x m

Engine, sitiirltK-ondensiti".

rl- 3d tH-, W.f. ]0

DrcO^cs to 24 fnci.

4 £t. 6 in.

Size, 100 x 26,

(Dredges.)

fi ritzro.v. ’

'(jlArencc.1'

“ Archimedes.11

14 Ptuto.1’

“ Titan.1’

Single laddir.

Sing-lc ladder.
5<izet 103 x 2N.
Engine, single liijrli pressuro.

Single ladder.
Sizv, fsS x 20.
Engine, BiliLfle hlofh pressure.
Cyl. 154 in., W'.l’, !□ Ih4t.? ftr. 2 ft. S in.

Sin^tc ladder.
Size, 07 X 2o.
Engine, si tide high pressure,
Cyl, 16 in., ‘W.r, 45Ui*.,
2 h- S in.

Single ladder.
Size, 55 x 18.
Engine, ^inc-le high pressure.
Cyl. 13in., IV.p. 46lbs., Fir 2 ft.

Dretl^cs to 18 foot.

Dredges to 12 feet.

Dredges to 8 feet.

88,890

136,560

35,870

Clay, mud, and sand.

Sand.

Sand.

Sydney harbour.

Shoalhaven.

Sea. and reclaimed land.

In river.

Late Macquarie and
Mtu.I1 Kiver.
In river and lake.

Sire; 100 x 25,

Engine, uin^lo condenKin^.

Engine, si tut) e hitrli priii?siu*c,
t yl. IdA »u., V, .p. 30 jfcs.. j-tr. '£ It. 6 in.

Cyl. -4 m., W.p. i lbs., Str. 3 fl. I. :i

Cyl, lb ill,, W.P, 40 Ibe.. vt(. 5 ft- 6 m.

Dredges to 20 fuel.

Drad-jee to 20 feet.

Dredges to lo feet.

79,600

S/o^o

:oi|S3o

Saud and soft rock.

Hard clay and mud.

Sand and gravel.

Sand.

Sydney,

Macleay River.

Clarence River.

Dredges to 17 font.
.

360,300

Ions dredged iu 1S80
Material dredged .......

Saud and soft rock.

Where dredging.............

Newcastle.

Where deposited

Sand and soft rock.

! Saud, soft rock, clay, and .
i
mud,
Hunter Hirer and Newcastle 'Newcastle and Hunter Hirer.
Sydney.

1,960

Hours dredging.............

|

.................... .

£

s.

£ s.
2 6

4s

Expenditure as under.

£

Rope .........................................................................
Waste.........................................................................
Tallow................................................................
i
I.rubber ...........................................................
Paints and lead....................................................... I
Castor oil ...............................................................
Olive oil...................................................................... !
Kerosene oil ...........................................................j
Linseed oil.................................................................|
Cylinder oil .........................................................
Toil oil ....................................................................

Y.

o'0489

6

0-0043
0-0104

15

0-0136

20
146
16
I
10

o'°976
o’OU2

o-ooii

o’oo?1
°'°34S
.........

Colza oil..................................................................

0'Oi6S
0-0004
o'oooi

Turpentine....................................................I

00028

Black oil......................................................

d.

£

91

1

£
1

s, d.
4 6A

?.

d.

7

6

8
14
10
12
17
13
14

5

37

i
6
6
6
2

0
2
6

3

S 6 4
S 17 7
388 17 10
303 3 8
IOI 12 3
316 4 5

0-2019
Iron and steel..
Timber ....................................................................! 0-0677
Coal...........................................................
0-1441
Freight on coal ............. ......... ........ -.........
Pilotage ...........................................................
Removing snags...........................................
Collisions ....................................................................o'0295
Sundry stores, &c................................................. 0-2046
Salaries and allowances...................................... :'8o4o
Repairs ...............................................
2',558
Repairs Dock.................... ...........................

........
0-0106
0-1331
0-0520
........
0-5045
o-oo8S
.........

3

............

44

5

0-0263

1

15 i6
8711

o

s. d.

19 >9

3

5
5

2 13
o 13

8
o

3
d8

2

2

3

9

7

4 I5

7

0-0399
0’02I I

£

■Is

3

32

lbs.

!
1
0

Cost per hour................

s.

2

2

d.

0*0005
OOOI7

6 14
84 7

0*0298
OOI57
0*0066
03002

32 19
319 14 U
5 12

O

3'6*65

O

Pints
0-3092
0-0017

3

O
O

O

O
O

O
O

0‘02 24

1
(

0*1041

65

19

3-5310
1-5861

2,238

5

1,005

8

O'1733
4'ii39
07483

i S'5953 S
1,848

0-0407 '

0 5
o 17

3
5

0-0028 |

3

o-oo 18

13 10

3
5
0-0065 i
0-0260 I
0-0978 j
0‘°375 i
0-3004

15 II 10
8 4 4
3 8 5
i56 9 4

ir 10 o
90 6 it
2,H5 1 3
389 2 5

0-3197

6-4899

!

0-9058

....................

j

2

3

4

8 12 3
32 S 8
12 8 10
99 12 10

106 o
2,152 10

0-0298

2 5
3 16

1 o
10 17

;

a.

s.

....

7

9
2

; o'o°93 j

1.

j 0 0043 j
o-oo38

s. d.
1 hi 3
3 i‘9 4
1 14 10
112 9

j

0*0749 !
o*oi8i

S' 15
7 13

0*03 12

0
;

, q. lbs.

3811

3 106215

O 13

0-0092

611

COI19

468
10 o
079
2 17 IO
190 15 6
.......................

00616
O'OOII
0-0079
0-5229

22

o

7-5754 :

0-5045

£

0

7-8099

9-3927
Pints
O'1128

Pints

Pints
0-0826

0'0539
o
o

0000S

4
5

;

98 12
66 9
8117
103 3

0-15671
! 0-1930
i 0-2431

5
8
5
6

0-5322
o'005 7

0
o'ooiO

0-3516
0-0067 :

O
o

0-1213
5'23i2 I

r

s.

0

9

7

C2941

124 16

9 10
6/7 14 3

4-0906

i,735 11
460 16

44

5

1,908

d.

0'0032

0

o

£

: e. q. lbs. |
|2 2 5 ;

s. il.

6-6772

0

0-5229

o
O

0-4454
O'OIOf.

Pints
0-0694
0-7401
0-02 11

6

2,749
c. q. lbs,

£

o'0ol 6

........
lbs.

I
1
3'7395 '
Pints :
6'M45
0-0028

0

0

0

0

0

0

19229
o 0104

O' 1658
0 0009

1

9

9

5 17

1

0*0049
OOO54

1 H

4

0*0092

0 12

9

7 11

S

O'0046

2 15 IO

s.

4 12

5

0*0017

1 19

o
1
1
io
o
o

0*0205
00614

44
34

3

o
11 6
254 o
163 10

e. q. lbs.1
2 5 I

.........

6'.5544
Pints

1

00023

7

0 12

O

5

3

2

on

9

o,0545 j

249 11 IO

0*3432 !

195

36 5
1,568 10

i
s

0
6

0
3

0-8503
0-0156
0-4756
0*3180
00836

411

57 ^

4

9

5

0-3345

0-1431
2-6792
0-0839
0-2274

4
2

590 3 1
............................

St
1,524

9 10

47 13

129

7

9

£

s.

d.

0-3512

i'io35
0-0141

£

c. q. lbs.
2 3 20
:
iiis.
8-54=7
Pints

J/

____
0’0032

0

s.

2

d.

2,154

£

c. q. lbs.
1 3 13

0

0-6739

0
0

0
0

0-4138
0*0108

”3 13
1,747 4
i,39i 7

6
1
8
............................

9

9

s.

6

d.

............................
0

i'93i6

0

0-7607
11*6902
93096

24*3606

>

3

1

2 3 4
13 9 i°
127 1 8
268
7118
47 10 6
12 IO O
50 0 0

00903
31
20

2,553

ti

01737

0*91 14
COI80

1

7

3 16 to

0-0145

l

37^3

lbs.
0-1929

4
1

3 19

0*0039

........

00979
4-2 349
1-5934

3-2996

9-7272

4

0-0257
00266
0'0Q40
0-0345

3 1 3
............. ..............
556

=* '4 5
............................

0-6739

108 4
2,234 19
4i3 17

3,37i 12

d.

6

rx<rlT 49
in

3-2847
Pints
0-1156
o-ooi8

1

3,640 17

c. q. lbs.
2

1

£

3

0

0

0-3432

0
O

0
O

07361
0*03 15

9

8.

d.

............................

9-8457
lbs.
10*0073
Pints
O'l 109
00043

o'ooop j

0-0062

o 0018

.........

............................

0

1

0-1337

0

0

0-4756

0
O

0
O

0-6964
OO273

lbs.

lbs.
o'0088

o

09794

o o o'oio6

0-0003
00808

o

1-8621

O

0-0202

o
o

0*7867
0-0085

0-271

0-0015
0-0669

f

O'O052

0-2533
0-0072
0-0714

0-3204

o’0060

.........

0

0

0‘5o85

c 0065

0*0005

0

0

o’oi 19

0
0

0
0

0-4465

°'3793

0

0

0-2655

00108

o

o

00062

0-0253

0*0031
0-0548

o’oooi

I

o'oio;

0'<X>I2

0*2069
00041

0*0014
0*0909

00975

C0019

o'002 7

0*0008

0-3506
00045

.....

00031
0-0541

o’44C2

0*4712
0*0093

0

07878

............................

0

0

0*0205

.................. ..........

O*0005 1

00056

00014

0 0
0 0
............. .
0 0
0 0

0-3935
0*0102

00033
j 0*0522
........
Or23l6
0 0060 j o’oooS

0
0
i

0
0

............................
0 0 01024
0 0 00040

: o’0867 |
0*66^6
i
! 0-0034
00105
; O'1401
02517
0*0039 | O'0055
i

0

0

0-3699

0

0

0*0145

............................
0
0

0
0

0-2695
O’OI 06

0
0

0
0

06991
00274

i
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Cost of Coal per toil on hoard Dredges and Tugs during 18S0,
‘Newcastle’ and Tug ......................
1 Samson”
...........................
” Vulcan”
“Hunter”
“ Hercules”
“ Fitzroy”
tr Clarence”
“ Archimedes”
“ Pluto”
•« Titan”

............
0 0
0 0

0*2088

0*1204

0*1066

00644

0-1345
0-8863

0-2096
........

0

o'0004
lbs.
1
0-0142
I

lbs.

lbs.
o‘oo8o

f

0-2290

............................

0-0085

1

If)—B

00415
0-0273

0-0430
0-0005

;

OI732
0-7862
0-0042

6

.........

O'

0*0062

0

6
8

£ s. d.
32 6 4
4 in
t 11 7

o’216a
0*02 74
0-0106

0*0036

5754 I
0

I

9

4
3 19

4-6609 i

0-1895
o'00 20

o
1

o'5S26

1.3

3 15

o

4
1 10-3892

0

0-0059

20

0 a

0-1496
30897
0-5722

------------- 1
6-47981

10-5348
03004

1-0861

2,913 12 10

b

-

0

0-0546
o-oioS

0-0265 0-0005 |

0-7351
o'ooSi '

0 03 6

0

3

0*0040
0-0158

£ a. d.
28 6 8
250
5 19 6
465
S 15 6
6 11 7

0-0498
0*0039 •
0*0105 1
OOO76
0-0154
0-0115

1

lbs.

•

d.
8
247

= 51

s.

o 14 9
40 3 11
10 5 4

5

£ ». d.
2 11 9i

6->9
°05

£

6 5 4

o'002 7
o'o6io
C0470
o-oi 56
0-3512
0-3260

5 15 i6

it

32 15

6 4 it

0-0086
0-0087
0-0005
C0181

.

O’0002

2

............................

£ s. d.
1 0 1^

d.

0-0885
0*0060
0*0102

3

C0141

:

OOI35

06 r*

( Quantity and cost per ton dredged . ....

£ s.
1 2

3® i

c 0064

0*2325

(I.

1,406

2.145

OO034

00002

1-0872

a.

£ e. d.
16 9.3
4 i ii

0-0045
0-0010
0-0556

00194

0

1 10

C0056

I

0 2046
O’OOI I

0

|

1

lbs.

00011

0*0426

£

0-0228

4 14 11
880

0*0198
0*0247

7-9862 !

8-4062
2,788

. 00972

Albany compound used per hour
Cost per hour................

I

£
OOO42

3

2>3i°

.....................

772 !

i

d,

3 >5 11

1-8575

1

jc. q, lbs.
|3 2 19

2-4760
0-1441 ,
;
!
2-0663
O’Ol 12 ■
.

!

9

c. q. Ibe.!
610!

lbs.

Cost per hour............
| Quantity and cost per ton dredged..
Waste used per hour...........
1
Cost per hour...........
|Quantity and cost per ton dredged..

1 4
6 I?

s.

8 r6 6

|----------

1

........

(

s'
\

0-0759 .
0 0104 i

r^>

(
Castor oil used per hour .......
J
Cost per hour................
/ Quantity and cost per ton dredged........
f
Olive oil used per hour............
)
Cost per hour.................
Quantity and cost per ton dredged.......
Neatsfoot oil used per how...
2
Cost per hour..................
CQuontiiy and cost per ton dredged........
' Cylinder oil used per hour ...
)
Cost per hour..................
(. Quantity and cost per ton dredged........

£
0-0242 j
0-0062
0-0105 :

:

1

lbs.
Quantity and cost per ton dredged........

5/,.

£
I

5°J

4 11
700

13

0-0036 ;
0-0207 |

13 14 11

~

c. q. lbs.i

£ s. d.
19 19 8
3H9
878

0-0603
0-0108
00253

0-0193

10

6-0710 ;

Cost per ton ............................; o'ufip
7,681 15

S

2,233

............................

.............

..........

d.

6

002JO ;

3
3

2
4 0
18
10
3>235
307
2,708

0-0092

3

0 i8

5

i
i
|
|
|
i
-

0-0731 :
0 0067 !

14 15
3 J3

.....

7

0-0383 :
O’0060
0-0052 ;
0’0032 |

0’6°57 !
......... >
0-0049
0*0014 :
0*0020
0-0249
00132

5

£

£ s. d.
18 3 5
5 7 11
12 15 5

0-008 r

4

Chain ...........................................................! 0-2590

'Coals consumed per hour...............

6{

t.

!

In river.

2,020

............................. 1

£
1

d.

In river.

42|

0-0286
0-0085
0 0202 ;
;
0-0233 |

5

2

25 4
O 12
0 3

Clydesdale grease ................................................ 0'0055
Albany compound..................................................j 0-0059

Total expenditure..............J

s.
4

92J

i83£

Ions dredged per hour (average).,.

2,045 '

1,646

d.

3 i3

Cost per hour.............

At sea.

At sea and in river.

At sea and in river.

At sea.

At sea.

.......

125,140

152.135

£
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

ii.
7 2*
12 ioJ;7 3i
7
14 5
13 81
18 4r
13
18 9*
12 3i
i*.

6
APPENDIX

A.—continued.

Analysis of Dredge Expenditure and Wort for the Year ending 31st December, I860.

* Tlictis" S fi.

f Dione” S.9.

Size. ISO X SO.
Engines, pair Jet condensing:.
Cylinder^, 30 in,; stroke, 20 in.
'Working pressure, 20 Jbs,

Sixc, 1«0 x 20.
Engines, pair jet conilen&mg.
Cylinders, 30 in.; stroke, 20 in.
‘Working pressure, 20 lbs.

Size, 01 x 13.
Engines, pair compd. surface condensing.
Cylinders, 3‘i and 16 ill, ; stroke, 10 in.
Working pressure, 60 Ibe,

Tons of silts,
towed
Whore carried .............

Sea

Deescription of material

Sand & soft rock

Whore employed ............

Newcastle

32

Coals consumed per trip ,
„
per mile .
„
per ton .

i
o

Castor oil used per trip......
„
per mile ..
„
per ton....
Cylinder oil used per trip..
„
per mile
„
per ton ..

£

V. I. rubber ...
Paints and lead
Castor oil ........
Kerosene oil
Linseed oil...
Toil oil...... .
Cylinder oil
Turpentine...
Albany compound,.
Coal.....................

Brieght on coal
Sundry stores, Ac.
Salaries and allowances............

Bepairs ..................................

s. d.

62

15

9

5

8

0

2
7 6
8 10
1
2

3 ’5
6
56

4
3

°

7

6 19
7 8

2

3
3
9
397

4
°
9
5

3 3
o 3-5086
Pints.
0158S

C0337

00001

0*0017
0*1679
0*0084
0*0004

lbs.

lbs.

0-0994
o’oi 42
0-0003

0*3740
o-oi88
0*0009

0'3i66
o'o452
o'0008

0*8448
0'0424
o'0021
0*2392
00120
0*0005

Penceper Pence per |
mile
ton
deposited towed. :
' 0 0420
J'39I9
0-0037
°'B057 |
0-1432 |
0'0036
0-2428
o'0043
2*1502
o-1563
0*1154
o'265i
02830
0*1219

00378

o’ooaS
00020
o'004 7
o'0050

0'002 J
00020
00064
o'1320

74 6 11
1,326 14 2
1)535 5 8

o
o

0*6717

00004

30
2

1 24
2 12
o 8*1371

£

e.

43

3

1

17

1
8

4 10

5

7

5

3

840

7
3

2

2
7 8
1 15 8
1617
1
360

0*3616

715i46

O'04 98

3*8332

0*8886

50'5412

1*0149

577252

1516

Pints.

0*2760
0*0147

0-3246
0*0984

o'ooi?

0*0034

638 15
6 8
68 6

,'79

9
0
0

3

5

369 2
6
6100

,381
22007

Cost per ton ........ .

0*0078
0‘0009

Ponce perl
ton
deposited'

d.

24 16
1
2

o'ogSs *
0*0046 j

T
6

0*0029

II

4

7

o'i°35
0-0546

a

0*0173
0*0118

6
8
8

2 19
0 18
1 8

0-0037
0-0046 i
0*0096

8 O
1

0-4852

19

8

8a 16

2

4

r 9' 5847

3®‘1523

IO

0-5683

11*3172

2

2‘094o

Cost of
„
„
„
„
„

coal per trip ................. ........
castor oil per trip................
cylinder oil per trip......... .
Albany compound per trip
tallow per trip..................... .
waste per trip .....................

£

8.

d.

0
0
0
0
0
0

4

4 6 022
1*0944

0
0
0
0
0

0-8533
a'SS11
I'ooaa
i'44oo

1

,t ft.
I 12
O O
O O
O O
:° 0
0

0

,

11

6

1 13
4 0

4

I

0*0086

0-2462 j

6

O
O
J

I'O634
O 6423 I
O'T^I

O 70
2

0*0372
0-0224
00042
0*0089
0*0088

228

o‘oo45

0*1310

0*8298
0*0376
0*0249

35

0*1465
0*0995
C0313
0*0479
00S07

17
10
2
4

4

9

O

7

0*2578 j

°'2537 ■

27703

192 12

8

0-4128

11-8422 ■

0*3626
1-8317
0-7769

3-0617

44 24

2
3
3

0-0960
1-7718

2’7485

»«...<

15-4706

8j6 15
14S 1

o-3i74

1,293 12

2

8

*

2

3

0

lbs.

O'OOOI

o'oooy

50’8255 ;
9’io2i» ;

0*2408
3'1764
0*7105

6

5
2

591

1

o

5

o

.........

:

2-7724 ............... 1

mile
towed.
O'9894
o'1160
°'°379

o'486o
0-5369
o'25S2
0*0289
0*1154

£

0-2244
0-0726
0-4010
9-6701
2-8446

37'539I
8'3974

s.

d.

6 2 10
042
076
7 18 8
0172
o 18 11
077

I

o'1543

9

1,433 17

'45 17
76 17
648 12
456 3

i,345

0

0*0145
0-0005
0*0009
0*0187
0*0020
0*0022

0-0009

!

0*0024

0'3438

5
I

5

o'iSii

1*5287
1 '0752

5
2

a.

d

0
0

4
0

3'7552
1-8594

4
o
o

6*8319

0

O
o
o

31146
0*4661
0-7031

o
0

3'i384

0

34262

0
0

1*3128

o'5464

O 17
O 0
O 0
0
0
0

0
0
0

ri.
1*2862
5*4809
4-7633
8-51 r4
0-8054
24619

974
cwt. qrs. lbs.

3 2i

2

3 19
o 9*5598

o

Pints.

Pints.

0*1261
0*0441

0*0609
00114
0*0011

0*0010

O

0-2000
0-0289

0*2094
0*0072
0*0128
0-2705
0*0292
0*0322
00129
0*0358

4'9743
2-6213
22*1184

i5'5553

£

e.

Pence I Pence
per ton; per mile
deposited
towed

d.

8 15

8

o'56 5 4

2 18 ri
4 16 10

00170
0-0042
O'OOII
0-0039
0*0217
0*0109
0-0037
0*0056
0*0094

o 16

0*0016

0-0539

3
10
2 o
3
5 J2
2

0

1

142
168
41
S44
1,019

17 11

14
13
1
10
I5

0*1399
00333
0*1298
07186
0*3616
O’l 220
0*1897

°'il

17

02776

9’i883

0'32 79
0*0799
1*6422
1*9829

10-8540
2 ’642 7
54*3686
65-6516

3. d.
19 6 0
1 18 S
2 10 8

0-1208

o'4238
o'1483
0*0036
00525
0*0184
0*0005

o'oiiS

1-1874
0*1159

o'0I55

°’I5I9

00272
0-0314

02664

0'O079

0*0779
O’1542
0-0889
0-2279
0-0568

4

8 10

5
i

2
6

8
0

2
1
3
0
3

:i

5

0-0157

9

8

O"009T

16 0
18 11
18 6

159

3

002 32
0*0058
0-0240
0*9714

9

O’ 1802

29 10 9
726 311
666 5 11

4-4326
4*0669

2,257

9

6

1,629
4*3896

3'17°9

o'SO?8

Pence
Pence
per ton per mile
deposited to wed
0-0323
1'3503
0-0877
00020
0-4809
0*0114

£

?. d.
18 7 2
1 3 10
6 10 9
919
316

4
5

1

3

2

s.

310 13
16 6

rjjis

13 9 9
316 15 11
12

0
8

5 11

0*5702
o'1068
O'0098
0-2232
0-0418
0-0039

o'539s
0-0626
0*0045
0*1239
0*0143

1
1 14
411

1
8
6

0-1254

o'5 459

22,S4S9

0*0287
o'02 38
0-9089

1*2013
0-9920
38-0114
o’9044

O

O
O

2
0

O
O

-£~ »■ o
o

O
o

5
o

O
o

d.
3'4333
2-41963

0-2296
0-9648

.......*

9*9435

............... .

)I8 13

0‘O3<)6

4

O 12 II
2 3 4
69 IS 3

o’004 4
0-0152
0-4894

0*0497
0-1649
5'3°85

23 19 2
o

o’i68o
4-2296
4' 1008

; 45-8779
(44-4807

400

0-0285

0 3044

602 18
5S4 II

3

,e d, —a:---------6*4239
4-4638

0
0

°

3'3°43

0

O

O

0

0

3-4130
2'2029
r68i2

•

1*8232

, IVnee ; Pence
\ per ton per mile
VicposiU'd. towed
! 0-0048 I 0-0667
00052
00146
0-00077 I
0-0009
0-0150

0-0708
O'3012
0-0093
0-0133
0-2074

3 8
030
o 1 o

0-0034
0-0027
00009

0-0453
0-0369

0

0-0019
0-1479

0-0257
2-0390

00076
0-9666
07196

133173
9 9‘o8

16 10

o

2

1

856

0 8 6
o 11

54
40

4 10

105 15

4

t?:—

4

«L

5

Hy ■
5'2855

0

0

0-8029

0
0

4'3299
°‘3942

o' 1047

1-8918
26-0657

99'5473

£
°

0-0123

8

9-1777
67*5698

976961

0 11
0 0

4

1-6145

........

O'OOIO

Pence
Pence
per ton per mile
deposited lowed
o'3846
0’°j54
OOI22
OI3I9
00320
0*3481
0-2121
0*0739
00583
O-O279
O’3018

1,308

4

O’OOIO

0-0068
0-0054
0-0026
o'027S

0

0*0028

0'02l6

0*0088

d.

5

3 :9

9-5465

43'5499
39’9578

£

0*0338
0*0063
0*0006

2 15 9
19 5
0 15 4
074

O-O174
o'oo66
0*00 iS

0'2355

8

............................

I45‘33Io

45‘8793
---dr*

1

O 2-01^5
Pints.
0-3363
0'0390
0*0029
o10088

.........ibs."'*

lbs.

lbs.

IVnee
Pence
per ton per mile
deposited towed

£

o 15
o 27

O'OOIO

0-6885
0*0475
0*0048
°'3478
0*0239
o'ooi 4

o'oooq

3

■ 61*8722
-■*-5.

5

8

5'2355

........

1 79'5258 .

73-0135

£

113

3,'54
cut. qrs. lbs.

226

lbs.

0*0102

Pence
Pence
per ton per mile
deposited towed

gw

85 18
869 19
194 12

Sydney

0-1340
0'0092
0*0009

o'ooao

00454
0-02 19
0*0024
0*0098
0-0131
0-0I90
o‘oo62
0-0339
o'Si83

Lake Macquarie and Myall River

7

0-0485
0-0049

lbs.

0-5114
0'O24I

8 10
5 19 8
0 !3 5
2 13 6
6
3 I1
5 4 0
13 8
9 5 10
224 2 I

Clay and mud

13,420

2 7 54
0*0189
0*0019

o'o;o4

12

Saiul

cwt. qi*s. lbs.

I 17
I 2
o o 14-4664
Pinta.
o* 7029

o 5-1805
Pints.

0*0206
0-0039
0*0003
0*0074
0*0014

d. ;Penceper
1
ton
.deposited
22 18 7
0-0837 !
0*0098
2 13 9
0*0032
O 17 7
0*041 I
II 5 3
£

Sand

1,142

18
1

0*3926
0*0569
0-0017

0*0003

Bcduiiued land

3,2(5j

cwt. qrs. lbs.

W •>rkirig prensnro, <>0 ihs.

Kiver

........

5

3-4731

6-0992

11501

o'oosi

O'OOIO

00036
0*1667

d.
4-3409
3 0153
96641
27609

0*0409
0*0035

0*2519
0*0119

0-0004
0-0197
0-3280

6

876 16

: 3-6666
1
1

0*8703

10

Size, ftO x

Engines, r-aii- high prciksuiv.
Cyliijdw.s, 7 in,; stroke, Id in.

34,21°

o-i993

.........

hs*i650

cwt. qrs. lbs.
4 2 13
° 3 15
o o 6’SS52
Pints,

Size, TO x 14.
Engine, single high pressure.
Cylinder, Is in, ; Ktroke, ;iU in.
Working pressyure, 4j fhs.

136,560
Kiver

276
4,002

54°
3,728
cwt. qrs. lbs.

1 Scylla1' *.ti.

* Hector” p.3.

Slioaihavcn

Sydney and Newcastle

0*3969

Penceper Pence per
ton
mile ■
deposited towed. !
0-0762
2’i875 !
O'I024 ;
0-0036

mile

0*1962

o’oo^S
0'I053
I'815c,

2

.................
!

Cost per mile.......

9

7,038

lbs.
o13435

1

8

Clay, mud, and sand

Clarence River

o'02 66

0'4iX2
0*0771
00027
0*1093
0*0205
0*0007

i
3)285 3 3

Sand

Made ay Kiver

O’OOI 4

O'1459

Pilotage ..................................
Total expendit ure ,

39,320

I23,425

0*0162

01459
OOO78
0*0009

0-0259
o'oo5i

OOIOO

Size, 110 x If!.
EujjTme, single high pix'ssuie.
Cylinder, 21 in,; .stroke. 30 in.
Working pres^uiv, 4qi lbs.

Saud and gravel

J>355

Pints.

0-0067
0-0008

0-5167 |
o’ioi 2

Collisions ...................................

SJtic, S2 :< 1.2 ft, 6 in.
Engines, i.>air high pressure.
Cylinders Hi in. ; stroke, J.l> in.
Working pressure, 00 lbs.

Sea and reclaimed land

262

o 1
o 15
o 10*7178

lbs.

lbs.
o’ra^o

0 0109
0*0052
0*0028

00244
0 9835

6

o

Size, 82 x 12 ft. 6 in.
Engines, pair surface condensing.
CybTillers. 16 in. ; stroke, 16 in.
Workiitg pressure,
lbs.

0*0016

0-2179

0*1147

1 20
o 9*4868

-

River

5,562

cwt. qrs. lbs.
24
1
0

“ Pearl” p,s.

o'oiS?

Pence pc i*;Peuce per'
ratle
ton
deposited towod.
O'0664
x 323“ 7
0 0576 ;
0’0O29
0-1386 ;
0-0069
0-2199 i
O'OIIO
0-2514
0’Ol26

d.

2

Pint s.

Pints.

o'ojjy

7
o
3

11

50 1 20
224
o o 14*2412

25

0-3000
0-0428
o 0008

ESPESDI'ICItE AS UKDBB-

Waate............
Tallow.................

7,828

o'oio:

tallow used per trip..
„
per mile.,
„
per ton..
Waste used per trip
„
per mile,,
„
per ton ..

7.274
cwt. qrs. lbs.

cwt. qrs. lbs.

coyii

Albany compound used per trio.
„
per mile.
per ton .

Bopo ...........

i

To2
3)9°4
cwt. qra. lbs,
ra 3 26

384

393

poo
6,3°°
cwt. qrs. lbs.

Number of trips,
ps
Number of miles towed,,..

Sydney

Newcastle and Clarence River

Newcastle and Sydney

Sydney

f AchilkV* s.s.

101,830
Kiver

clay and mud

Hard

Sand and soft rock

Saud clay end mud

Sand, soft rock, clay and mud

14

Engine, external pipe condensing.
Cylinder, lii in. ; stroke, M in.
Working ]npfs>sftiret 45 lbs.

65,730
Sea

111,985

Sea and river

Sea and River

Sea

Engines, compd. surfitce condensing.
Cyjhuicra, 36 & 20 in, ; stroke, 20 iti
Working procure, 50 Iba.

Cylinders, 15 in. ; stroke, 30 in.
Working pressure, 40 lbs.

60,590

355*875

Size, 82 x

Size, J05 X 15.

8i7.c, 80 x 15 ft. 6 in.
Engines, pair high pressure.

' Little NcH" n.fi.

* Ch.'\rybdi&” p,s.

‘ Ctirca” s,s.

‘ Cydopu” p s.

" Ajax'1 s.e.

(Tugs.)

■

■£-

0

-»r---- <4. ■ ••
I

5‘5752

i-jtSyd

o’ 1062

0
0

°

i*3739

0

0*2504

0
0
0

0-8799

O'Z-212

1-8578

i'7345
0*6106

°7°39

E. O, MOMAETY.

APPENDIX Al.

Tugs employed on Special Service during IS SO.
Cliai gc.l gainst Vote of £500 for “ expenses of Tuge employed on occasional Services unconnected with Dredging.

■Charped against Dredge Vote.

.

“ Scylla.”

“Ajax."

Carrying Tvorkmen, and
other services in connec
tion ivith Filzroy Dock.

North Shore Water
Supply.

Trip to Cape Hawke.

Towing punts,
to Port Hacking,

Number of trips 203
Number of miles
steamed.......... 3,704

Number of trips... 2S
Number of miles
steamed .......... 149

Number of trips 1
Number of miles
steamed ....... 100

Number of trips 2
Number of miles
steamed ...... 88

Expenditure.

Eipenditure.

Expenditure.

Eipenditure.
£ 6.
Rope ...........
1 i
1 3
Waste ...........
3 5
Tallow......... .
0 8
V. I. rubber,,.
Paints & lead
0 4
3 7
Castor oil......
Toil oil......... .
0 12
Kerosene oil...
0 1
0 14
Linseed oil ...
Cylinder oil...
0 3
Albany com0- 8
pound ......
Coal.............. 33 1
Sundry stores,
1 13
&c. ...........
Salariesand allowances ... 216 3
Repairs ...... ICO 19

d.
7
1
6
1
2
5
0
3
7
0
5
10
9

Salaries......
Repairs......
Hose, 4 i yds.
Hydrant
stand-pipe
(1) ..........
Brass union

(1) .........

£ 8. d.
18 0 0
7 14 0
0 18 0

£ s. d.

Ration al
lowance 1 14 6
Life-boat Service.

5

0 0
Eipenditure.

0 10 0

£ b. d.
£32 2 0 Salaries... 39 17 4
Life-belts
(18)...... 8 G 0
Costpcrinile,4s.3‘7047d, Life-buoys,
cork (10) 744
Hope, 6evrt.
2qr. 31bs. 14 10 9

9
4

"Dionc.”

“Achilles."

North Shore Water
Supply.

North Shore Water
Supply.

“Thetis."

“ Scylla."

&c.,

£
Coal, 201. 14
Waste, 7 lbs. 0
Tallow, 91bs. 0
Cylinder oil,
2 pints 0
Toil oil, 2
pints ... 0
Kerosene oil,
2 pints 0
Albany com
pound, 3
pints ... 0

a.
0
2
2

d.
0
10
6

Number of trips, 19
Number of miles
steamed.......... 41
Expenditure.

Expenditure.

£ B. d.
Ration al
lowance 15 0 0

£ s, d.
Ration al
lowance
8 13 2
Coal,
ton 0 13 6

li

£9 6 8

2 0
1

1

Cost perml.,4s.C'6341d.

0 6
6 0

£14 14 11
- Costperml.,3s.4-2159d.

£69 18 5

£423 2 9
Cost per mile, 2s. 3'417ld.

APPENDIX A 2.
Woiik performed by hired Tugs, and Amount paid for same during 1880.
Amount paid.

Bcmarks.

Account of Dredge.

Tons towed.

“Newcastle” ..........

2,000

£ s. d.
9 10 0

"Samson" ..............

2,450

28 0 O

“ Vulcan” ..............

65,400

961 6 8

“Hercules”.............

6,900

31 15 0

Hired tug engaged in consequence of “Ajax” being away on special
service to Gape Hawke.
Hired tug assisting “Thetis” when weather too rough for taking two
barges at once to sea.
“ Yulean” had a hired tug until August, 1880, when “ Dione” attended
her.
“Ceres” joined "Hercules'1 in March.

" Archimedes”

5,000

81 10 0

“Scylla” attending “Archimedes,” hired tug faking her Bca-bargcs,

......

“Pluto” ..................

Towing empty
punt to and
from Cockatoo.
Island.............

1 10 0

£1,113 11 8
E,

19—0

O. MOEIARTY.
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APPENDIX B.
Analysis

Single ladder.
Size, 103 x 23.
Engine, single high pressure.
Cjl. 18 m., W.P. 40 lbs., str. 5 ft. 6 in.

Single ladder.
Size, 68 X 20.
Engine, single high pressure.
Cyl. 15fjf in., W.P. 45 lbs., str. 2 ft. 6 in.

Single ladder.
Size, 67 X 25.
Engine, single high pressure.
Cyl. 16 in., W.P. 45 lbs., str. 2 ft. 6 in.

Single ladder.
Size, 55 x 18.
Engine, single high pressure.
Cyl. 13 in., W.P. 45 lbs , str. 2 ft.

Single ladder.
Size, 68 X 20.
Engine, single high pressure.
Cyl. 15b in.. W.P. 46 lbs., str. 2 ft. 8 in.

Dredges to 26 feet.

Dredges to 15 feet.

Dredges to 17 feet.

Dredges to 18 feet.

Dredges to 12 feet.

Dredges to 8 feet.

Dredges to 18 feet.

159,555

75»05<>

129,480

78,350

93,685

Sand, mud, clay, and blasted rook.

oft rock.

Sand, mud, clay, and soft rock.

Clay, mud, rock, and stones.

Sand, coarse gravel, and shingle.

Sand and clay.

Sand, mud, stiff clay, and at jetties.

Sand.

Sand.

Mud and sewage.

Sydney.

wcastle.

Newcastle.

Sydney.

Macloay River.

Clarence.

Sydney.

Shoalhaven.

Myall River.

Sydney.

Sea.

Sea.

River.

River.

Sea and reclaimed land.

River.

River.

Sea, and reela'ming land.

1,748

2,075

.511 i

2,411

1,845

1,767

i,937

2,087

1,2251

77

732

48k

881

86|

42i

661

37*

76*

Sand, mud, and stones.
Newcastle.

.685*

1,682^
2205

60 6 5
4 12 2
9 3 3
2 7 7
86 2 8
7 2 7
6 13 9
3° o 11
14 12 10
17 9
9 10
5 10
118 5 2
12 9 11
204 11 10
12 4
149 5
3,261 7
2,264 13

4
9
6
9

108*

Penceper’
ton of Pence per
silt
hour
dredged. dredging.
o'ojgo
8'6o44
0‘0029
0-6574
1-3069
O'0059
o'ooi 5
0-3394
12-2865
0'°S57
o'oo46
1-0169
0-0043
o-9S39
o'oi94
4-2859

o'oo94
o'ooiS

o'ooi6
0-0027
0-0764
0-0082

0-1323
0-0079
0-0966
2-1088

1-4643

2-0885
0-4119
o-3554
0-6123

£
28
4
7
O
28
I
a
1
2
10
6
2
O
O
O

s. d.
12 4
2 6
5 4
II 5
7 I
l6 8
17 6
15 2
12 O
II 3
12 O
18 8
13 O
19 10
15 0

Penceper
ton of Pence per
hour
silt
dredged. dredging.
0-0377
4'°754
0-0034
o-5875
1-0348
0-0095
o'o8i3
0*0007
0-0373
4'0379
0*2612
0*0024
0-4095
0-0038
0’2504
0*0023
0-3703
0-0034
0-0139
i'5°42
0-9399
0-0087
0-4177
0-0038
O-O926
0*0009
0’I4I2
0-0014
O'l 068
0*0010

£ s. d.
33 18 9
342
365
3 o 10
31 o o
3 18 10
3 1 3
II 12 2

O 19

49 19
62 9
2,281 17
614 4

2
3
7
7

0-0658
0'0822
3'0038
o'8o86

7-1146
8-8954
324-9672
87-4737

61 11 6
1,972 16 11
366 6 7
2,715

0-2991
0-0028
0-1329
Q'0° I 2
Pints.
0-1424
Q-0013

0-1943
3-2829
2*7910

14-3268
242*I422
205-8613

4,224 I9 II

Penceper
ton of Pence per
silt
hour
dredged. dredging.
0*I3I2
6-3715
0-3520
0*0073
0*0028
0-137°

£ s. a
40 2 5
244
0 17 3

0-1872
0-0134
0*0022
0-0528
0-0085
0-0083

57 5 4
423
0 13 5
1642
2 12 O
2 IO 2

T s. d.
661
285
1 14 11

9-0944
0-6532
o'1066
2-5740
0*4I29
0-3984

Pence
per ton
of silt
dredged.
0-0071
0-0027
0-0020

Pence
per hour
dredging.
0-6276
0-2409
0-1738

00036
0-0105
0-0025
0-0024

0-3248
0-9279
0-2257
0-2090
08042

0-0090

lbs.

0-1327
0-0017
0-0926
0-0012

O 13 O
3 3 4
1 13 4
....................
I32 12

0*0022
0*0103
0-0055

9

15
1,901
913

1
4
2

8
2
6

3,094

2

1

c. q. lbs.
3 2 27
lbs.
5-6873
Pints.
0-0906
o'ooi 2
lbs.

0*1032
0-5028
0-2646

o’4336

21-0641

0-0493
6-2156
2-9853

2'3954
301-9289
145-0123

5
65
2
84
201

16
17
18
16
18

36 1 8
1,592 13 7
277 19 4
2,303 12

£ s. d.
19 I O
4 2 II
4 13 6
8
4
6
7

34 IO
7 7
4 14
IO O
I 4
10 II

0

0

0-0519
o'oiiS
0*0071
0*0150
o'ooiS
0-0158

4-4921
o-9583
0-6146
1-3046
0-1562
r3724

o"oo66
0-0737
0-0033
0-0950
0-2259

0-5803
6-5566
0'29I0
8-4443
20-1004

0-0404
1-7824
0-3110

3’59i9
158-5412
27-6698

1

0-0096
O'OOOI

0-0132
0-0003

0-2660
0-0036
0-0684
0-0009

0-0397
o'oooS
0-0741
0-0015

4
8
3
9
3
9
O

0-0069
0-0036
0-0753
0-0418
0-0133
0-1864
0-5206

0-5940
0*3100
6-5122
3-6212
1-1528
16-1220
45-0276

IS2 8
2,072 19
271 12

2
O
2

0*2292
3-1180
0-4085

19-8255
26Q*6520
35-33I2

3.157

O 10
4-7488

229-3094

49I-37I3
q. lbs.
0 15
lbs.
7-2317
Pints,
0-1164
0-0024
0-0424
0-0009
lbs.
0-0370
o'oooS

c
3

II
7
I
l6
17
18
3

4
2
50
27
8
123
346

2-5781

10-1155
488-6742

3727815
c. q. lbs.
4 o 23
lbs.
6-1227
Pints.
0-1019
0-0013

Pence
per ton
Pence
of silt per hour
dredged. dredging:
0-0286
2-4780
0-0062
0-5393
0*0070
O’6o8i

9

0-1183

I 17 II

o'0060

4

0

1

0-0128

11

16

9

0-0378

2

15

2

o‘oo88

36 19

14 3

0-0038

2128

0-0085

3

5'°238
°-2575
°'5439
1-6078
o-3747
0-1647
o-3577

1

8

0-0098

0-4188

0 13

IO

0*0023

0-0939

4 9

11

0-0145

o'6io6

cwt. qrs. lbs.
229
lbs.
3'2433
Pints.
0-1593
O'OOI 7

138 13

0

o'4434

18-8319

29 7

3-9893

£ a. d.
24 16 11

4 4

6 13
11
15 5
5 5
2 17

7

18

2
3
8
7
5
7

Pence
Pence
per ton
of silt per hour
dredged. dredging.
0-0460
3-°785
0*004I
0-2746
0*0124
0-8250
0'0048
<>‘3i75
0*0283
1-8936
0-0098
0-6542
0-0053
°"3557
0*0147
0*9824

3
£ 8. d.
9 9 IO
1 15 I
1 7 3

Pence
per ton
Pence
of silt per hour
dredged. dredging:.
0*0290
1-0915
0-0054
0*2017
0-0042
0-1567

1 7 1
1 9 5
2 14 7
1 15 3
1 13 9
5 1 10

0*0042
0-0045
0-0083
0-0054
0*0052
0-0155

0-1557
0-1691
0-3138
0*2027
0*1940
0-5855

I

4

0-0104

0-6959

176
16 10 10
22 4 10
23 14 o
96 10 6

0-1704
2-0495
2‘7558
2-9365
11-9598
19-0873

8

0-0033

0-1246

17 8 IO
2 10 II
58 19 0
136 6 0

0-0534
0*0079
O'1806
0-4175

I2‘2442
168-6613
20-8616

30 11 0
1,582 I 10
39 19 II

0*0936
4-8462
0*1226

5 I2

i99'9389

cwt. qrs. lbs,
4 3 5
lbs.
6-2053
Pints.
0*1734
0*0020

1

o

0*0026
0*0307
0*0412
0-0439
0-1789
0-2856

98 16
1,361 4
168 7

5
9
5

0-1831
2-5231
0*3121

154
5

0-0939

1,472

1

0

4-7074

680

7

9

2-1758

2,390

1

2

92-4125

2,016

7-6431
410*6721

Pence
per ton
Pence
of silt per hour
dredged. dredging.
0*0432
3'3°64
0*0057
0-4340
0*0129
0-9882
0*0028
0-2138
0*0122
0-9343
0*0148
1-1309
0*0050
0-3794
0*0044
0-3386

£ s.
l6 I7
2 4

556

0-0135

1-0330

0*0130
lbs.

lbs.

0*0119
0*0001
0-0506
0-0005
0-0506
0-0005

0*1767
0*0020
0*1143
0*0013

“Newcastle” and Tug ...............................................................................................................................................................................
“Samson”
„
“Vulcan”
„
“Hunter”
„
“Hercules”
„
“Fitzroy”
„
“Clarence”
„
“Archimedes”
„
“Pluto”
,,
“Titan”
„
“Charon”
,,

lbs.

8
2

0*0046
0*0332

2-0058
0*2927
6-7791
15-6741

0-349°
2'5378

4 12
l82 2

8
7

0’0II9
0*4666

0-9074
35-6679

3-5131
181-9372
4-5994

88 14
1,491 2
301 3
39i 6

9
4
2
9

0*2273
3'8i99
07715
1*0025

292*0179
58-9783

2,518 11

6

3

249-8038
qrs. lbs.
O 24
lbs.
3-7109
Pints.
0-1084
o'ooi 6

1 15
12 19

5-8068

3-7370
24-6260

308
lbs.
8-1183
Pints.
0-0804
0-0019

I

1,895 13

0*0001

..... tts!......

76-6389

6'452°
217-9967

cwt. qrs. lbs.
2 2 I
lbs.
7-4905
Pints.
0-0268
o'oooy
0-0191
0-0005
lbs.

17-3780

493'2338
cwt. qrs. lbs.
4 3 I2
lbs.
7-1252
Pints.
0-2056
0-0027
lbs.

0-0077
O'OOOI

0-0048

0-0163

O'OOOI

0'0002

0-1653
0*0039
0'0458

0-2199
0-0033
0-0578

0-0489

O-2856

0-0013
0-0412

0-0037
0-0913

O’OOII

00009

O'OOII

O 0012

E. 0. MOEIAETT.

Cost of Coal per ton on board Dredges and Tugs, 1881.
19—D

Pence
Pence
per ton
of silt per hour
£ 8. d. dredged. dredging.

!

6-6253

4-8466

0-0002

O-OO17
0-1379
o'ooo6

1-0236

123 17 4
2,093 !0 5
1,779 16 10

I 10

487-8795

0-3792

0-0138

8-4542
270-8713
50-2969

O'1099
3-5216
0-6540

1-7426
21-2951
465-2184
323-0462

Tallow used per hour ............
„ per ton dredged
Waste used per hour................
„ per ton dredged

8170

2-1817
0*6221
o-i533
0-6058

10-0303
2'66y6
2'9439
13-1997

0-1304
0-0347
0-0383
0-1716

3'o695
0-8545
41-1939

892-0570

0-0296
0-0084
0*0021
0-0082

0*0502
o'25o6
1-3335
5-4588
1-4949
10-6053

0-1316

16-8689
1-7825
29-1839

4'5°97

18 17 3
5 7 7
166
5 4 9

0-0006
0*0034
0-0181
0*0740
0*0203
0-1438

o'ooi 7

0-0284
0*0079
0-3808

4-0433

s. d.
8 0
13 IO
13 3

088
2 3 4
ii 10 7
47 311
12 18 6
91 13 IO

2

I
0
2

7

1-4005

£
10
2
7

Penceper
ton of Pence per
hour
silt
dredged. dredging.
1-2028
0-0163
O-0O42
o-3ii3
0-8862
0*012 I

0-1638

21 II
6 O
289 5

6,253 J3 10

Penceper
ton of Pence per
hour
silt
dredged dredging.
0-0606
4'6596
0-4405
0-0057
0-4560
0-0059
0-0054
4'2563
0-0553
0-5412
0-0071
0-4205
0-0054
0’0208
I-5938
0-0182

73 * 1
19 8 7
21 8 10
96 2 9

3.425 l6

c. q. lbs.
8 2 26
lbs.
4-4328
Pints.
0-1664
o-ooo8

River and sea.

Sea.

Sea.

0-0059

Neatsfoot oil used per hour.............
„
per ton dredged.

Single ladder.
Size, 100 x 25.
Engine, single high pressure.
Cyl. 15i in., W.P. 30 lbs„ str. 2 ft. 6 in.

214,450

0-0297

Axle grease used per hour ...........
„
per ton dredged

Single ladder.
Size, 100 x 26.
Engine, single condensing.
Cjl. 24 in., W.P. 7 lbs., str. 3 ft. 6 in.

73.410

Albany compound used per hour
„
per ton dredged

Castor oil used per hour ................
„
per ton dredged ...
Cylinder oil used per hour ...........
„
per ton dredged

Double ladder.
Size, 110 x 30.
Engine, single condensing.
Cyl. 32 in., W.P. 10 lbs., str. 3 ft 6 in.

‘'Charon.1

153.050

lbs.
0-1569
0-0007

per ton dredged.

Double ladder.
Size, 110 x 24.
Engines, pair high pressure.
Cyls. 14 in., W.P. 25 lbs., str. 2 ft. 6 in.

“Titan.”

134450

c. q. lbs.
6 314
lbs.
7-1199
Pints.
0-0475
0-0004
0-0379
O’OOOI
lbs.
0-0332
0-0003

„

“Pluto.”

182,315

Cost per hour........
Coals consumed per hour..............

“Archimedes.”

371,200

£

Cost per ton .........

“Clarence.”

Dredges to 26 feet.

as uhdeb.

Total expenditure

“ Fitzroy.”

Dredges to 24 foet.

...

Hope ...............................
Waste...............................
Tallow...............................
Y.I. rubber ..................
Paints and leads..............
Castor oil .......................
Kerosene oil ..................
Linseed oil.......................
Cylinder oil ..................
Teil oil ...........................
Neatsfoot oil .................
Black oil...........................
Axle grease.......................
Turpentine................,....
Albany compound..........
Chain ...............................
Iron and steel..................
Timber ...........................
Coal....................................
Freight on coal..............
Collisions...........................
Sundry stores, &c............
Salaries and allowances ,
Repairs ...........................
Raising dredge ...............

“ Hercules.”

Dredges to 35 feet.

Hours dredging......................................

Expjbnmtube

“Hunter.”

Dredges to 32 feet.

................................

Tons dredged per hour (average)

(Dredges.)

Double ladder.
Size, 110 x 24.
Engines, pair high pressure.
Cyls. 16 in., W.P. 35 lbs., str. 3 feet.

Where dredging.....................................
Where deposited

year ending 31st December, 1881.

Double ladder.
Size, 145 X 34.
Engines, pair condensing.
Cyls. 23 in., W.P. 24 lbs., str. 3 ft.

Tons dredged in 1881 ........................
Material dredged .................................

the

“Vulcan.”

“ Samson.”

“ Newcastle.”

of Dredge Expenditure and Work for

£
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
O
o
Q

s. d.
4 10!
9 11S
5 ni
4 7J
11 3!
12 4!
14 of
10 8*
13 10
8 tii
12 3!

10
APPENDIX B—continued.
Analysis of Dredge Expenditure and Work for the Tear ending 31st December, 1881 (Tugs).
‘ Thetis,” S.S.

‘Dione,” S.S.

* Cyclops,” P.S.

“ Ceres,” S.S.

‘ Charybdis,” P.S.

‘Little Nell,” S.S.

‘Achilles,” S.S.

“Pearl,” P.S.

“ Hector,” P.S.

Size, 130 x 20.
Engines, pair jet condensing.
Cyls. 30 in., stroke 20 in.
Working pressure, 20 lbs.

Size, 91 x 13.
Engines, pair compd. surface condensing.
Cyls. 16 in. and 32 in., stroke 30 in.
Working pressure, 40 lbs.

Size, 80 X 15 ft. 6 in.
Engines, pair high-pressure.
Cyls. 15 in., stroke 30 in.
Working pressure, 40 lbs.

Size, 105 x 15.
Engine, compd. surface condensing.
Cyls. 36 in. and 20 in., stroke 20 m.
Working pressure, 20 lbs.

Size, 82 X 14.
Engine, external pipe condensing
Cyl. 18 in., stroke 36 in.
Working pressure, 45 Ibs.

Size, 82 x 12 ft. 6 in.
Engines, pair surface condensing
Cjls. 16 in., stroke 16 in.
Working pressure, 60 lbs.

Size, 82 X 12 ft. 6 in.
Engines, pair high pressure.
Cyls. 16 in., stroke 16 in.
Working pressure, 60 lbs.

Size, 110 x 12.
Engine, single high pressure.
Cyl. 21 in., stroke 36 in.
Working pressure, 46 lbs.

Size, 70 x 14.
Engine, single high pressure.
Cyl. 18 in., stroke 36 m.
Working pressure, 45 lbs.

Size, 50 x 0.
Engines, pair high pressure.
Cyls. 7 m , stroke 10 m
Working pressure, 50 lbs.

73,650

47,965

‘ Ajax,” S.S.

Size, 130 X 20.
Engines, pair jet condensing.
Cyls. 30 in., stroke 20 in.
Working pressure, 20 lbs.

141,285

343.305

169,640

Where carried ............................

Sea.

Sea.

Brier and sea.

Sea.

214,294

159,56°

71,539

94,800

Sea.

Brier.

Brier.

Sea and to reclaimed land.

Brier.

Brier.

Eeclaimed land.

101,610

102,780

Tons of silt, &c., towed................

Scylla,” S S

Description of material................

Sand, mud, and stone.

Sand, mud, clay, and blasted rock.

Sand, mud, clay, and soft rock.

Sand, mud, elay, and soft rook.

Clay, mud, rook, and stones.

Sand, coarse gravel, and shingle.

Sand and elay.

Sand, mud, and stiff clay.

Sand.

Sand.

Mud and sewage.

Where employed ........................

Hewcastle.

Sydney.

Hunter Brier.

Heweastle.

Sydney.

Macleay Brier.

Clarence Brier.

Sydney.

Shoalhaven.

Myall Brier.

Sydney.

7.695i

10,071
2,629

5.727

8,458

5,570

2,265

2,927

Humber of miles towed ............
Humber of hours under steam....

7,000
2,150

2,032

Coals consumed per hour............
„
per mile..............
„

5
I

3
3

lbs.

8
2

23
9

Castor oil used per hour ......... .
„
per mile ............
„
per ton ............
Cylinder oil used per hour .........
„
per mile ........
„
per ton............
Albany compound used per hour.
„
per mile
„
per ton.

3
1

2

20
12

3

418
1
3 7

17

lbs.
11‘3430

lbs.
6*0498

12'0420

cwt. qr. lbs.

cwt. qr. lbs.

030

lbs.

4‘ 1801

per ton .............

ewt. qr. lbs.

cwt. qr. lbs.

cwt. qr. lbs.

2,411

4

1 10

I

o 18

7,341

2,828!

cwt. qr. lb.
1
1

3
o

lbs.

lbs.

10*8516

3*0010

9,898
2,701

ewt. qr. lb.
2
1

23
3

3

o

3,106

cwt. qr. lb.
3 ° 23

11
11

o

lbs.

3

ewt. qr. lb.

cwt. qr. lb.

2 23
lbs.
6*2616

Pints,

Pints.

Pints.

Pints.

Pints.

Pints.

o'1289

0*0383

o'oqoq

0*0929
0*0391

0*1466

0'0203

0*1202
0*0314

Pints.

o’o66o

o*°393

o'oooq

0*0015
0*0268

0*0022

0*0021

00033
0*0671

0*0201
0*0006

0*0919
0*0541

0*0237
0*0064
0*0009

Pints.
0*0396
0*0219
0*0007

o'ooyS

0*0063

0*0003

0*0004

lbs.

lbs.

lbs.

o'ogid

o 0115

o'ooqy

0*0030
0*0002

0*0002

0*0016

0'0I42

0*0179
0*0015

2

1

Pints.

0*0244

2,458

2,923!

309

14

lbs.
I3'59I4

5'<554°

7,050

WJ

1,648

qr. lb.

in

° , 3

1 24*9551
1 7*5044

25

lbs.

lbs.

10*4624

1*8194

Pints.

Pints.

0*0123
0*0051
0*0005

0*0136
0*0091
0*0005
0*0124
0*0083
0*0004

0*0055
0*0003

lbs.

lbs.

0*0122
0*0032

lbs.

0*0397
0*0106

lbs.

0*0120
0*0046

0*0002

0*0009

0*0002

0*0066
o'ooi 8
0*0003

lbs.

lbs.
0*0069
0*0028
0*0003

0*0047
0*0031

0*1232
0*0511
0*0049
0*3421
0*0142
0*0013

0*1314
0*0881
0*0045
0*0096
0*0064
0*0003

lbs.
0*0002

lbs.
0-0330

o'ooo7
o'oSoy
o'Q248

o'ooos

.

Expenditure as under.

£ s. d.

Eope ...................................................
Waste..................................................
Tallow..................................................
V. I. rubber ......................................
Paints and lead..................................
Castor oil ..........................................
Kerosene oil ......................................
Linseed oil...........................................
Teil oil ...............................................
Cylinder oil .....................................
Turpentine..........................................
Albany compound..............................
Coal..'...................................................
Sundry stores, &c.................................
Salaries and allowances ...................
Bepairs ..............................................

39 14 11
3 8 2
3 6 o

Cost per ton ..................
Cost per mile............. .
Cost per hour...................

0*0277
0*0024
0*0023
0*0259
0*0024
0*0015
0*0028
0*0038

37
3
2

4
5
2 15 4
6 1 10
130 3 “
39 o 9
963 7 10
261 17
2

Total expenditure........... £1,501

deposited. steamed.

16

0*0019
0*0043
0*0910
0*0273

o*673«;
0*1831

1-3627
0*1169

steam.
4-4368
0-3805

£

S.

90
5

9
5

0*1279
00075

4"I437

0*I377

0*4484
0*6014

0*1847

O*OQ40
o*2o8b

0-3855

0*2274

2*8212
0*1648

10*6846
0*6240
0*1309
0*9173
2*6870

0*3088

o*68oo
4*4638
I4‘5335
1*3384
4’.3.S77
33*0306 I07‘.S4X4
8*9780

29*2307

7 15
22 15
6
O

4
O
I

0*0109
0*0323
0*0083

0*2422

0*0044
00062

0*0959
0*1373
0*1563
0*0663

3
4
5

I

6

8

0

2

2

O

I II
I 16
453 2
38

6

1,102 19
2
395

£2,140 18

3

2
t
8
2
6

8

3
I

0*7095
0*1872

0*7092
0*3632
0*5196
0*5916

00071
0*0030
0*0023
O 0025
0*6411

0*0493
0*0564
14*1316

0-0543
1*5604
0-5589

1-1955
34-3982 130*2712
12*3222 46*6658

0*2509
0*1870
0*2136
53-5187
4*5276

167*6442

0*0002

0*0344
0*0145

0*1029

0*0210

0*0541

0*0275

0*0003
0*0123
0*0065

00016

0*0008

0*0023

0*0001

0*0009

16

7
4
4 3 II
2
5 6
2 4 2
9 18 5
7 0 6

0 17 O
2
4 4
X
1
3
2 is 0
O 11 9
0
2 17
2
127
7
28 12
I
865 12 IO
6
195 17
8

0*0278
0*0071
0*0038
0*0046
0*0168
0*0119
0*0015
0*0037
0*0052
0*0049
0 0010
o* 0049
0*2163
o'0486
1*4704
0*3329

0*3900
0*0999
0*0542
0*0645
0*2364
0*1674
0 0202
0*0528
0*0728
0 0691
0*0140
0 0679
3-0355
0 6816
20*6289
4*6678

1*4941
0-3830
0*2077
0*2473
0*9056
0*6413
0*0776
0*2024
0*2788
0*2648
0*0536
0*2602
11 6265
2*6l 12

79*°239
17*8813

20 17
I 13
3 16

8

0*0488

3

0*0039
0 0089
0*0016
0*0236

2

0 13
7
10 2
7
6 4 9
1
5 IO
5 8
3
2 18
5

..........
1

0*0145
0*0030
0*0077
0*0068

0*8752
0*0697
0*1596
0*0284
0*4245
0*2614
0*0541
0*1376
0*1224

2*0788
0*1655
0*379!
0*0676
1*0083
0*6209
0*1286
0*3268
0*2908

....

0

4

0'0023

0*0426

0*1012

.........
116 19 4
57 14 3
775 10 5
188 6 11
9

0*2732
0*1348
1*8109
0*4398

4*9017
2*4186
32*4996
7*8929

11*6433
5-7449
77*1982
18-7487

2

49*8883
116*1593

£

&•

70 10
4 12

Pence per Pence per Pence per
ton
mile
hour under
d deposited.
steam.
steamed.
5
5

O

5
9
10 10 11
11
0
19
7 15 8
1

5 9
3 10 5
4 2 11
8
6
0
8
1 11
8
4
7
277 13
37 19
973 19
293 11

4
1

£1,720 17

0

S
8

0*1666
0*0109
0*0007
0*0249
0*0463
0*0183
0*0030
0*0083
0*0098

2*0010
0*1311
00082
0*2993
0-5548
0*2209
0*0365
0*0999
0*1176

0*0152

c*i8i6

0 0037
0-0175
0*6558

0*0449

0*0896!
2*30051

°'&935

0*2105
7*8789

7*4724
0*4896
0*0305
1*1174
2*0715
0*8248
0*1365
0*3731
0-4393
0*6781
0*167^
0-7859

29*4217
4*0216
1*0769
27*6373 103-2035
8'3305 31*1081

8

I

I

O

0 18
2 II

O 13
2

I

I

2
4
8

4
3
3
I

00149
0*0008
0*0012
0*0012
0*0010
0*0028
0*0007
0*0029
0*0012

0-5745
0*0303
0*0413
0*0438
0*0403
o*i 106
0*0285
0*1147
0*0454

1-0934
0*0578
0*0786
0*0827
0*0766
0*2 I06
0*0543
0*2183
0'0865

...............

..........
82 II

2

0*0924)

3’5573

67695

13 IO
615 0
14 5

I

0*0152
06888
0*0160

0*5819
26*5000
0*6140

1*1073
50*4288

4

5

O

I*l684

6

Pence per Pence per Pence per
ton
mile
hourunder
deposited. steamed.
steam.

deposited.

IO 17 9
3 0 IO

0*0164
0*0046

3 16 I
9 17 II
6 8 4
2
3 0
I L5 3
4 8 3
I 7 6
I 9 9
I 18 2
124 O 7
24 7 IO

0*0057
0*0149
0*0097
0*0033
00026

6

1*2424
0*0523

825 19

34 15 10
6

0 0066
0*0020
0*0023
0*0028
0*1865
0*0367

0*0151
0*0084
0*0003

0*0097
0*0013

Pence per Pence per Pence per
hourunder
steamed.
steam.

£

£1,056

0-3559
0*0995

0*9238
0*2581

0*1244
0*3236

0*3228
0*8397

0*2097
0*0703
0*0576

O'1443
0*0449
0 0486
0*0624
4-0549
07974
27*0037

ri374

0*5444
0*1824

10*5239
2*0697

7o*°845
2*9522

£1,082

7

O’OI 16

o 11

0*0014

o-°453

0*1659

306

0*0239

5-7859
1*2627

I5'3975
2*9722

0'i299

0*0211
0*0359

0*0878
21*2029
4*6271
56*4254
10*8919

8

5

0-3538
0*0441

0*6401
0*0798

3^3i3

1 15

o 17
0 17
1 15

3
7
2

81

3 10

IO

I

o

5°2 13
698 7

7
4

o 0076
0*0045

0*2337

o 4228

0*1378

0*0022

0*0667

0*0022

o*o67q

0*0044

0*1358

0*2493
0*1206
0*1229
0*2458

0*2055
0*0255
1*2726
I*7682

6*2737 11*3488
0*7766
I *4048
38*8419 70*2638
53-9627 97*6167

s.

ton
mile
hour under
d. deposited.
steamed.
steam.

4 3 11
207

2 jO

0*0137
0*0066
o*o 168

0*1428
0*0692
0*1750

o-3445

o*i 666
0*4221

Pence per Pence per Pence per

£

s.

0*4276
0*0309
0*3072

0*6378

3211

0*0219
o’ooi 6
0-0157

o 10
° 3

4
3

0*0026
o'oooS

0*0505

0*0751

0*0159

0*0236

o 4
o 16

O’OOII

0*0220

0*0327

8

0*0042

o'o8i3

0'I2I3

0*0606
2*4174

0*0904

2*2022

32845

18

0*0031
0*1239
0*1128
0*7802

15*2241

23 10

0*1176

2*2957

22*7070
3*4242

064

5
6
5
6
3

0*0085
0*0027
0-0033
0*0046
0*0113

0*0892
0*0282
00347
0*0485

o*i 169

0*1178

0*2843

O 2
2 3
75 *9
l6 17
542 12

I
4
4
3
I

0*0004
0*0071
0*2475
0*0549
17682

0*0035

0*0085
0*1778
6*2364

24

1*3843

22 11

8

0*0737
2*5862
0*5740
18*4716

0*2152
0*0677
0*0838

44-5442

6!

ton
mile
hour under
d, deposited.
steamed.
steam

4 7 7

2 12
O l6
I O
I 8
3 9

£658

o 12
155

IS

0*0462
0*4582

36056

£236 18

3-3057
100*8947

89*6302

Pence per Pence per Pence per

£

5

£1,305 14 11

34-5346
61*4328

ton
j mile hour under
d. deposited,
steamed.
steam.

4117

0*0098
00033
0*8005
0*1747
2*1304
0*4113

s.

1*8449
0*1707
0*5772

0*0058

0*1262
o 1619

Pence per , Pence per Pence per

£

0*5034
cro466
o-i575
0-0355

° 1495
°'3744
o 1167

1*5888
32*2826

182*3418

°'I733
0'°355

0*0208

0*8391
48*8299

118*5027

6

0 14
0 19

13

0*1733
0*0463

Pence per Pence per Pence per
ton
mile
:iour under
deposited. steamed.
steam.

A

£749
4*0646

2-7798
30*3230

252*8622

Pence per Pence per Pence per
hour under
ton
mile
deposited. steamed.
steam.

rl

_

£1,190

7
2*1614

66*7684

51-4907

o*oi 18

Pence per Pence per Pence per
rour under
ton
mile
deposited. steamed.
steam.

£1,272

0
3*0288

1*0499

0*0226

0*0023

0*0806

0*1132
1*2727
0*1184
0*0699

0*0088

O'OOII

Pence per Pence per Pence per
hour under
d deposited steamed.
steam.
3
8

0*1095
0*0461
0*0026

0*0601
0*0156

0*0379
0*0100
0*0005
0*1314
0*0347
0*0016

o'1074

Tallow used per hour ................
„
per mile ................
„
per ton....................
Waste used per hour ................
„
per mile.....................
„
per ton .....................

96*1807

22*4144
182*5154

23*1354
54*0523

34*5°66

E. O. MOBIAETT.
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APPENDIX B 1.
Tugs employed on Special Service during 1881.
‘ Ajax.”
Trips to Hawkestmry, &c.

Ministerial trip to Grafton.

Life-boat Service.

;

“Thetis. ’

“Achilles.”

Miscellaneous.

Miscellaneous.

“Scylla,”
Carrying workmen, and other services in
connection with Fitzroy Dock.

North Shore Water Supply.

Number of miles steamed........

580

908

580

550

20

Number of hours under steam

112

45°

130

267

36

2,287

1.535
]

i

Expenditure as under.
£

s.

£

d.

Salaries and allowances............
Repairs .....................................
Sundry stores, &c......................

5°

§
13 12 IO
14 8 2

284

Total expenditure............

78

398

s.

Cost per mile............
Cost per hour...........

4

d.

s.

d.

3

4

8

s.
2

67m

d.
8-3724

s.

s.

£
70

a.

d.

8

1

25
39

4
9

4

3
0

135

2

*

d.

5

7

54 i6
59 0

2

2

d.

s.

d.

8

9-2246

8

d.

d.
4 7'9°52

s.

s.

1
5
4

s.

d.

3
20

d.

s.

d.

10-7091
8

9'4230

0*2172

APPENDIX B 2.
"Work
For Dredge.

performed by hired Tugs, and amount paid for same, during 1881.

Amount paid.
£ s. d.
54 10 0

“Newcastle” ..................................................

14,400

“Yulean” .......
“ Hunter” .......
“Hercules” ..

19,970
45,000
5,060

“Pluto” ..........

34,680

\ +27 8

8,070
25,805

108 14
315 11

“ Archimedes”
“ Charon” ......

19—E

Tons towed.

158 9 10
294 0 0
18 10
(■*173 10

|

Remarks.
“ Ajax” was away in search of wreck of “ Prince "Victor.”
Hired Tug engaged while “ Dione” was being completed.
Hired Tug assisting “ Cyclops.”
“ Ceres” attending “ Samson,” &c., when “ Thetis” was undergoing repair.
Hired Tug “ Maggie” engaged while “ Pearl” was undergoing extensive repairs.
“ Achilles” attending other Dredges.
“ Scylla” attending at dock, &c.
* Hire.

t Stores supplied.

!

£ s
d.
382
0 10 4

d.

O IO

107

17 8-3200

13 ix-6428

25 7-2994

s.

£ s.
62 16
12 2
32 2

X

5

0

5

3

6

s.

a.

3

117692

s.

d.

£

s.

145

4

d.
7

21 18

0

53

11

2

220 13

9

s.
1

2

10*5000

d.

s.

d.

2

10-5049

11*1591
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APPENDIX C.
Comparative

Statement and Summary of Dredge and Tug Expenditure, &c., for years 1879 1880 and 1881.

Dredges.

per
Tons ] Pence
ton
dredged. | dredged.

Expenditure.

£

“ Newcastle”.................................
“ Samson”.....................................
“Vulcan” ........................... .........
“Hunter” .....................................
“ Hercules” ................................
“ Fitzroy” .....................................
e< Clarence” .................................
“ Archimedes” .............................
“ Pluto”.........................................
“ Titan”....... .................................
Total Dredge expenditure

8. d.

7,091 14 7
4,o45 13 2
4,522 16 11
3,^4 13 6
3,079 16 9
2,438 10 9
5,3i4

3

7

2,739 6 0
1,718 5 9
2,720 9 4
36,82510

388,400 4*3821
196,700 4*9362
152,100 7*1366
74,280 10*1928
64,570 0*4474
90,800 6*4454
247,080 5*1619
65,78° 9*9944
90,120 4'5759
111,780 584!°
......

4

£

7,681
3>848
2,917
2,788
2,913
2,749
3,37!

8. d.
15 2
9

3

10 8
1 9
12 IO

6 6
12 11
2,553 1 3
2,154 9 6
3,640 i? 9

34,6i8 17

152,135

5*1169
6*07I0

35,8?o

8*4062
7*9862
6*4798
4*6609
6*8931
3*7863
24*3606

360,300
125,140
79,600
87.560
101,830
173,610
§8,890
136.560

7

£

a.

d.

6,253 13 10
3,425 16 7
2,715 I IO
4,224 19 II
3,094

2

I

1,89513

3

33,994 15

7

2,303 12 I
3»*57 0 10
2,390 1 2
2,016 2 6
2,518 11 6

Pence per
ton
towed.

Tons
towed.

371,20°
182,315
134.450
153,05°
73,410
214.450
159,555
75i05°
129,480
78,35o
93,685

4'°433
4'5°97
4*8466
6*6253
10*1155
2*5781
4*7488
7*6431
37370
5*8068
6*452°

1,664,995
4*8999

6*1935

5'9652

Expenditure.

5'5953

Pence per
Tons
ton
dredged. dredged.

Expenditure.

1341,495

Average cost per ton.......

Tugs.

Pence per
Tons
ton
dredged, j dredged.

Expenditure

1,481,610

Total tons of silt lifted ...

1881.

1880.

1870.

Expenditure.

Tons
towed.

£
3,285
2,381
876
1,293
1433
1345
2,257
1,629
9l8
1,308
105

358>30°
i55,875
60,490
111,985
65,730
101,830
123,425
39>32°
136,560
34,210
13,420

Pence per
ton
towed.

Expenditure.

Tons
towed.

*
1,501
2,140
1,272
1,190
1,720
749
1,056
1,082
i>3°5
658
236

343,305
169,640
141,285
102,780
101,610
214,29/
159,560
71,539
94,800
73,650
47,965

Pence per
ton
towed.

1
“A-jax” ..........................................
“ Thetis” .....................................

£
s. d.
3,944 3 6
2,267 r7 10

“ Cyclops” .....................................

1,671

<! Charybdis”.................................
“little Nell” .............................
“ Achilles”.....................................
“ Pearl”.........................................
“ Hector” .......................... ..........
“ Scylla”.........................................
Total Tug expenditure ..

a87.6oo;
i86,9oo|

2*4422
2*9122

7

72,54o

S’S286

889 5 9
2,085 ° IO
1,713 6 5
847 4 11
787 13 8
302 IO II

90,800)
24.7,o8oj
82,010
90,I20|
105,180
36,210!

2*3505
2*0233
S'Olpil
2*2563
1*7973
2‘0052

14,510

0

4

5

1

Tons of silt towed...........

1,298,440]

Cost per ton (average) ...

j

.......

16,836

s. d.
11 8
9 2
16 6
12 5
17 9
8 3
9 6
1 8
13 4
4 4
15 8
0

2*2007
3'6666
3‘473I
2*7724
5'2355
3*1709
4*3896
9’9435
i’6i45
9*1777
1*8918

12,915 11

3

1

3'3637

1
i

1,520,428

1,201,245
2'682^

s. d.
16 3
18 0
8 7
9 2
17 O
4 6
6 7
8 8
14 11
8 6
18 11

1*0499
3*0288
2*1614
27798
4*0646
0*8391
I'5888
3‘63i3
3'3°57
2*1456
i-i855
.......

;
2*0387

E. O. MORI,vim.
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APPENDIX D.
Betuen slewing Quantity and Cost of Work performed by Deedoes and Tugs, from 1st January, 1875, to 31st December, 1881.
I

1875.

Quantities.

Rate i
Cost of dredg
ing, towing,
per
and repairing. Ton.
Pence
5’27

1876.

Quantities.

J Cost of dred^-i Rate
| ing, towing, j per
! and repairing. | Ton.

Tons.
Tons.
£ s. d. ! Pence
770,995
589,870
12,173 4 1 t 4*95 |
’
sand, night and dav.
sand, night and day.
i
210,780
I 10,710 17 0 I
! 10 66 ’
312,200
j
sand, night and day,
sand, night and day,
J
rough water.
rough water.

Tons.
Dredges.
Tugs.
355,035
1. S. Newcastle and Ajax and other tug’s
sand, night and day.
(Newcastle)

£ s. d.
7,801 14 8

223,500
2. S. Samson and Thetis and other tugs
sand, night and day,
(Sydney Heads)
rough water.

9,513

6

0

210,090
3. Vulcan and Little Nell and other tugs
sand, ni^ht and day
(Hunter Ei\ er).
extensive repairs.

9,181 19

3

229.515
4. S. Hunter and Cyclops and other tugs
sand, night and da}’
(Newcastle).

7,160 19

6

7*49

231,330
sand, night and da}',

29,450
5. S. & H. Hercules and Achilles, &c. (Syd
da} work, rock, &c.
ney Harbour).

4,166

9 10

33*95

20,450
j
day work, rock, &c.

0 5

11-23

117,150
day work, sand.

3,298 1 C

58,200
day work, heavy
repairs.
50,500
day work, sand.

5,182

99,750
day work, sand.

4,670

7. Pluto and Pearl (Shoalhaven River) ....

131,880
day work, sand.

3,090 16

6

5’62

8. Titan and Hector and Scylla (Hawkesbury
Lake Macquarie and Myall River).
9. Clarence and Little Nell (Clarence River)

54,000
day work, sand.

2,920

2

12-98

10. S. & H. Archimedes and Scylla and
Achilles, &c. (Sydney Harbour).
11. S. & H. Charon, Achilles and other tugs,
Sydney Harbour.

2

7,391

2

8

3,770 7

1

8

£ s. d.
11,864 7 10

Pence
3*69

Cost of dredg Rate
ing, towing,
per
and repairing. Ton.

Quantities.

Tons.
661,355
sand, night and day.

£ s. d.
12,312 19 9

1 1

9*33

225,380
11,512
work at hoadsfinished
in October, new
boiler Thetis ineluded In cost.

6,709 0 11

5‘41

176,460
night work ceased in
August, new boiler
Vulcan charged to
expenses.

63,960
’ 10,464 19 1
sand for 2 months,
extensive repairs.
3,079 6 10
23,000
44*24
day work, rock, &c

39*26

5*41 !

278,700
sand, night and day.

6. Fitzroy and Charybdis (Macleay River).

Cost of dredg Rate
ing, towing,
per
and repairing. Ton.

Quantities.

12,142

297,350
sand, night and day.

7*66

6*75

7

21*37

2,793 18 11

13*27

5

1

7,709 6 2

21,110

extensive repairs and
working at rock.
3213 Under repairs..........

9 165 *84

8,507

6

8

6

7*32

104,520
day work, sand.

3,499 18

1

67,150
j
day work (repairs). |
43,750
!

3,041 12

6

10*87

117,480
day work, sand.

3,143

0

6*42

3,288 10

7

18*01

3,461 10 10

16*93

5,271 19 0

I *•

49,060
day work, sand.
299,945
22*53
night and dav, sand.

8,333 18

49,000
day work at Jetties
and reclaiming.

4

3,947 11 11

74,280
rock, clay, and sand.

64,570
day work, clay, mud.
&e.
90,800
8*03
day work, sand.

3,604 12

day work, sand.
56,104
started November, i
sand, night and day.'

Cost of dredg Rato
per
ing, towing,
and repairing. Ton.

90,120
day work, sand.

111,780
night and dav, sand.
247,080
6*66
night work ceased in
October.
65,780
19*27
da} work, Jetties,

1

The material lifted by the dredges marked S was wholly deposited at sea, and the cost of dredging has been enhanced by detentions during stormy weather, a disadvantage which the other dredges have not laboured under.

Quantities.

1881.

j Cost of dredg- Rate
J ing, towing, I per
! and repairing.1 Ton.
£ s. d. Pence
7*31
10,976 16 10

Pence
6*82

Tons.
360,300
sand and soit rock.

11*35

152,135
sand, soft rock, clay,
and mud.

8*09

125,140
sand and soft rock.

4,438 1 10

8*51

9 11

13*62

79,600
sand and soft rock.

3,794 6 2

11-44

4,527 17 11

16*83

87.560
hard clay and mud.

4,685 15

3,327 16 0

8*79

101,830
Sand and gra\ el.

4,094 14 9

2,565 10

8

6*83

136.560
sand.

3,073 2 10

3,619 17 11

7*77

£ s. d.
Tons.
11,035 18 1
388,400
night work ceased in
March.
9,301 4 9
196,700
12*26
mud, &e., at Darling
Harbour, day work
cost new boiler, &c.
included in expenses.
5,131 1 1
152,100
10*49
day work, sand.

5,791 17

5

Quantities.

Pence
4*46

t
<

118,125
day work, sand.

1880.

1879.

1878.

1877.

4,217

7,399
3,197

4
7

5
3

35,870
sand.
173,610
7*18
clay, mud, and sand.

11*66

88,890
clay, mud, and sand,

6,268 18

4,681

2

4

0 10

6,208 16 10
4,345

5 11

Cost ot dredg Rate
ing, towing,
per
and repairing, Ton.

Quantities.

£
s. d.
7,947 6 4

182,315
sand, mud, clay, and
blasted rock.

5,845 18 11

134,450
sand, mud, clay, and
soft rock.

3,900 10

4

6*97

5,741

2

7

9*00

4,256

4

1

13-95

3,052 16

7

3*41

3,522 16

6

6*52

2,554

1

9

7*95

4,213 7

5

6-33

0 10

11-04

153.050
sand, mud, clay, and
soft rock.
i 73,410
12*84
clay, mud, rock, and
stone.
214,450
9*65
sand, coarse gravel
and shingle.
129,480
5*40
sand.
33*53

78,350
sand.

8*58

159,555
sand and clay.
75.050
sand, mud, stiff clay,
and at jetties.
93,685
mud and sewage,

13*49

Pence
514

Tons.
370,600
sand, mud, and stone.

3,052

4,029 19

7

10*3*2

The dredgings from the “ Hercules/’ “ Archimedes” and ‘ ‘ Charon, „ were partly sent to sea and partly used for reclaiming

water *r™^f^ewca8tle„ firet.Btarted work in Newcastle Harbour in May, 1875. Night-work began in June of that year, and continued until April, 1879, when a collision at night took place between the “ Ajax” and the ship “ Dimrt Bay,” entailing with
although debited to the work of 1879, together with £597 0s. 5d., the cost of a collision with the “ Eagle” charged against 1878, might very fairly, as contingencies of night-work, be distributed over the whole period embraced by the return. The outfit of the dredge is included m the working expenses. L

di-ed^a^totart
\

a

k,

boder ^ 1^ ((gamson” from 1375 imtil October, 1878, was deepening the Sow and Pigs Channel, and was thereby subjected to much detention, owing to damage to buckets ami to the water being too rough for dredging. The charges for 1876 and_ 1877 include the sum of £1-637 1^* 5^* j^a1^over
vears)
Heads during the “Dandcnong” gale, and in 1878 and 1879 special votes of £1,693 6s. lOd. and £2,987 13s. 9d. for new boilers fitted in the “Thetis” and “Samson,” together with a thorough overhaul of dredge punts and machinery, are a charge against the expeabM of these 5cars,
’ ® ’f t. ’ -SamsL’s” work chiefly by the
from 1868 to 1879. Deducting cost of these renewals paid by special vote, the rate of the “ Samson” and “ Thetis” work for 1879 was 7*62d. per ton, the rate show n in the details of expenditure. The employment of the “ Thetis” upon services not connected with dredging has increased the cost ot tne aamson s worK cmeny uy uie
impossibility of obtaining a substitute tug equal to the dredge’s requirements. From 1875 until October, 1878, the “ Samson” worked night and day.
x
,
.
,T 1
m- fi-,o “Vnlr-m”
towed lone distances* in some
3. The “Vulcan,” built in 1864, underwent an extensive overhaul in 1875, and was supplied with a new boiler in 1878, the cost of which is charged against the work of the latter year, but is a legitimate charge to he spread over fourteen previous years. Much of the sand lifted b} the
V mean was towea long uismnccs,
cases the depositing place was over 12 miles away from the dredge. The “ Vulcan” worked night and day from 1875 until August, 1878.
....
„ ,
, ,,
,,
,
. ..
, .
,____
,.t iow ~nA 107010 in nil fairness a charee distributable
4. The “ Hunter” worked night and day dredging sand in Newcastle Harbour during 1875 and 1876, when it was found necessary to supply her w-ith new boilers, renew much of the woodwork, add a hurricane deck, and thoroughly overhaul the machinery. The heav} expenditure of 18/7
s
over each year’s work since 1859, the year the “ Hunter” first started to work. The high rate per ton, and the small quantity of work perfoimed in 1879, is owing to the employment of the dredge at rock work.
, , ^ . „
,
,
. j
w-,,.d
fnr rpMamnlinn in Svdnev Harbnm9 it is not to
5. The “ Hercules” is the oldest dredge in the service, having been at work nearly forty years. Like the “ Hunter,’ she was most extensively repaired in 1878, much of the hull having been rebuilt and new hurricane deck fitted. Employed chiefly m dredging cla}, rock, and silt (used for e
}
}
),
be wondered at that the quantity of work perfomied is so much less than that of other dredges not having the same difficulties to contend with.
, ,
.
,
...
_
,, , ,
6. The dredge “ Fitzroy ” has been since 1875 steadily employed, day-work only, lifting sand at the Maeleay River. The only detentions have been for repairs or from floods in the river. The material dredged in 1881 was deposited at an easy distance from the dredge.
7. The “ Pluto,” employed at Shoalhaven for five years, dredging sand, underwent extensive repairs in 1876. This dredge was built in 1862, and has never worked at night. Cost of new- boiler and extensive repairs to “ Pearl” included in expenses of 1881.
,
t5f , .
• , +
th,.t vear rm1G material lifted
8. The “ Titan,” built for coast lakes, &e., was employed up to October, 1875, at Brisbane Water, and from Februar}, 1876, until June, 1880, she was occupied deepening the entrance and tributary creeks of Lake Macquarie. The increased work of 1879 is owing to the dredge working mDht and da} a
g
}
■

9. The “Clarence,” built in 1877, commenced working at the Clarence River Heads in October of that year. For a short time previous to leaving Sydney, some work, as a trial, was performed at Woolloooinooloo Bay. Nightand day work was carried on for two years after her arrival at the Claience, the material lifted w as sand, which
.....
. ,
_____..,,. .1
Rcxr wIipi-a fWmnnim,- and rprinimino-

was deposited behind islands and out of the main channel. The expenditure for 1877 includes the outfit of the dredge.
,
.
.
10. The “ Archimedes,” designed specially for the removal of sewage deposits and jetty deepening in Sydney Harbour, started to work early in 1878, and was employed for a considerable time at the mouths 01 the Corporation sewers.
the water-frontage by the silt lifted in the bay and elsewhere has been steadily going forward.
11. The “Charon” started work in Blackvvattle Bay early in 1881 and was wholly employed removing sewage and material deposits.—A.B.P., 31/12/82.

19—F

After the completion of this work she was removed to Kusncutters

y,

lb
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APPENDIX E.
Vokk performed by Dredges and Tugs from 1st January, 1880, to 31st December, 1881.
1881.

1880.
Cost of Dredging, | Rate r
Towing,
| Ton“
Quantities.
j and Repairing.

‘ Neweastle”.....................
Towed by—
Tons.
“Ajax”....... 358,300')
Hired Tug ..
2,000 J

Tons.
360,300

Tons ....... 360,300
2. “ Samson” ........
Towed by—
Tons.
“Thetis” ... 14.2,335^
“Dione” ...
2,450 |
3,850
“Achilles”...
1,050
“ Ceres”......
2,450
Hired Tug ..

152,135

125,140

Tons .......

Tons .......

79,600

Tons ......

87,560

101,830

101,830

1 Pluto”.............................
Towed In-—
“ Pearl” "..... 136,560

136,560

Tons ....... 136,560

8. “Titan” ...........
27,200

Discharged bv
Dredge crew

8,670

Tons .......

35,870

9. “Clarence .........................
Towed by—
“ Little Nell” 123,425')
“ Cyclops” ... 50,185j

27,950”
7,010
5,660
5,480
600
13,420
5,000

3,848 9

60710

3

8 11

3 8184

6,268 18 2

9-8894

2,917 10 8 i 5-5953
2

2-9162

4,438 1 10

8 5115

2,788

9

8 4062

1,006 4 5

3-0339

1

2,913 12 10

7-9862

1,772 2

6

4-8574

4,685 15

4 12-8436

2,749 6 6

6 4798

1,345 8 3

3T7C9

4,094 14 9

9-6507

2,154 9

6

3-7863

918 13 4

1-0145

2 10

173,610

5-4008

3,640 17 9 24-3606

4,681

88,890

Towed byu Achilles”...
“ Hector” ...
“Thetis” ...
“Dione” ...
“ Ceres”.......
“Scylla” ...
Hired Tug...
Discharged by
(Contractors
for landing silt

7 3118

1,040 3

Tons ....... 173,610

10. “Archimedes”

10,976 16 10

3,073
35,870

Towed by—
“Hector” ...

2-1919

3,794 6 2 11-4401

87,560

6. “Ditzroy” ........................
Towed by—
“ Charybdis” 101,830

8

1

1,520 11

79,600

5. ‘Hercules” ................
Towed by—
“Ceres”....... 61,080 j
“Achilles”...
3,600
“Thetis” ...
7,880
“Dione” ...
5,040
Hired Tug...
6,960

3,295

|

Tons ....... 125,140
4. “Hunter” ..........................
Towed by—
“ Cyclops” ... 49,680 5
“Achilles”...
3,920 V
Hired Tug... 26,0003

d
5-1169

2,420

Tons ....... 152,135
‘ Vulcan” ........................
Towed by—
“Dione” ... 47,620'
“Cyclops”... 12,1201
Hired Tug... 65,400.

£
s. d.
7,681 15 2

1

9-1777

0 10 33-5383

3,371 12 11

4-6609

2,837 3 11

3-9222

6,208 16 10

8-5831

2,553

6-8931

1

3

88,890

‘ Newcastle......................
Towed by— Tons.
“Ajax”....... 339,400d
“Dione” ... 15.600!
1,200
“ Cyclops”...
Hired Tug... 14,400J
Tons .......*370,600

1,792 4 8

6-6053

4,345

5 11 113-4984

Tons.
371,200

182,315

2. ‘ Samson”

Towed by—
“Thetis” .. 168,810”)
12,380 I
“ Ceres”__
1,540 f
“ Achilles”.
4,050J
Hired Tug
Tons .......fl86,780
‘Vulcan” .................... .
Towed by—
“Dione” ... 114,0251
Hired Tug .. 19,970 j
Tons .......*133,995

134,450

4. “ Hunter” .
Tow-ed by2,760”)
“ Ajax” ....
3,720 !
“Dione” ,
“Cyclops”... 101,570
Hired Tug... 45,000J
Tons ....... 153,050

153,050

‘ Hercules”....................
Towed by—
“Ceres”.'.....
67,320'
“ Achilles”...
230
Hired Tug...
5,060.
Tons ....... *72,610

73,410

6. “ Fitzroy” .....................
Towed by—
“Charybdis” *214,294
Tons .......*214,294

214,450

‘Pluto” .........................
Towed by—
“ Pearl”.'...... 94,800 ]
Hired Tug... 34,680 j
Tons ....... 129,480

129,480

‘Titin'’ .......................
Tow-ed by—
“Hector”... 73,650
Discharged by
Dredge crew

Tons .......

78,350

1,693 12 6

Vo968

7,947 6 4

5-1401

3,425 16 7

4-6097

2,420 2 4

3-1097

5,845 18 11

7-6194

2,715

1 10

4-8466

1,185

8 6

2-1232

4

6-9698

4,224 19 11

6-6253

1,516 2

8

2-3775

2 7

9 0028

3,094 2

1

10-1155

1,162 2

0

3-8411

4,256 4 1

13-9566

2,303 12

1

2-5781

749 4 6
3,052 16 7

0-8391
3-4172

2,016 2 6

3-7370

1,506 14 0

2-7928

3,522 16 6

6-5298

1,895 13

3

5-8068

658 8

6

21456

78,35CT

9

7-9524

3,157 0 10

4-7488

1,056 6 7
4,213 7 5

1-5888
6-3376

2,390 1

2

7-6431

661 19

8

3-4003

3,052 0 10

110434

2,554

75,050

34,224”)
3,300
1,130
8,070
28,326J
75,050

11. “Charon”...........................
Towed by
“Achilles”... 35,445”)
“Ceres”.....
20,720
“Dione” ...
7,910 |
“Ajax” .......
1,145 }“Thetis” ...
830 j
“Scylla” ...
1,800 I
Hired Tug... 25,805J
Tons ......
93,685

93,685

1

2,518 11

6

6-4520

8 1

3-8719

4,029 19 7

10-3239

1,511

* The difference between the quantities dredged and that towed is contained in the “ Punts” at the end of the year.
A portion of this was twice towed, having been transferred from one tug to another.

t

d.

4,700

10. ‘ Archimedes”.................

Discharged by
Contractors
for landing silt

40433

5,741

159,555

“ Achilles”...
“ Scylla” ...
“ Ceres”.......
Hired Tugs...

£
s. d.
6,253 13 10

3,900 10

‘ Clarence” .....................
Towed by—
“Little Nell” 159,555
Tons ....... 159,555

Tons .......

23,770_

Tons .......

Quantities.

” t of Dredging, Rate per
Towing,
Ton.
and Repairing.

E. O. MORIAKTY.
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APPENDIX E.
Jntebim Statement

Name
of
Dredge.

shewing Quantity of Material dredged and approximate cost of dredging and depositing
daring 1882.
Quantity
of
material
dredged.

Where employed.

Name of Tug.

Cost of
Cost of
dredging depositin
per ton.
per ton.

Kemarks.

Tons.
429,650

Pence.
4'01

Pence.
1T9

169,050

6-23

2-94

175,198

4-91

2’03

Working at Raymond Terrace and "Fishers’ Crossing.
Material deposited in rirer and at sea 4 miles away.

136,600

6-53

2-13

87,350

8*08

5-23

76,500

6-66

1-22

Dredge laid up considerable time strengthening ladders to suit new
ami large backets. Material deposited at sea 3 miles away.
Dredging stiff clay, sewage, and bard rock, head of Darling Harbour.
Delav from tui> havirw to pro; through Pjimont Bridge. Material
deposited at sea 11 miles away.
Dredge put in new dock specially constructed for the purpose; dock
gates and approaches made by crew. Material deposited in river
1 mile away.

130,080

3'71

3-07

Dredging in canal and at mouth of Crookhaven. _ Material
deposited partly in sea and partly in rirer 3 miles away.

...

71,050

4*44

6‘75

Dredging at Myall River. Material deposited in river 3 miles away.
Extensh e repairs to tug’s hull, holler, and machinery.

Little Nell,.. Clarence River .......

31,550

Archimedes... Scylla............ Hawkesbury River..

96,880

6-01

1-57

Charon

98,198

6 10

3-65

Dredging at jetties and at Blackwatile Bay. Material
deposited partly on shore, hut chiefly at sea 13 miles away.

214,370

2'45

1-03

92,820

7*32

2-60

Dredging new channel near mouth of river. Material deposited in
river 1 mile away. Tug remetallcd and thoroughly repaired.
Dredging under difficulties of rough water at Moruya Heads. Material
deposited partly at sea and partly in mer 4 miles away.

Thetis

......

Fitzroy ...... Hired Tug... Maeleay River .......
Huto ..........

Hired Tug .. Shoalhaven ...........
Myall River ...

Clarence

.......

Ulysses ....... Charybdis ... Manning River.......
Minos .........

1 oruya ...............

Widening and deepening North Channel, Newcastle.
Material deposited at sea 3 miles away.
Cost of dvedijiiig augmented owim? to Thetis being required for
Fisheries Uomndblon, Lord Howe Island trips, and oilier services,
and by dredge being- employ ed at rock work. Material deposited
at sea 10 miles away.

Dredge brought to Sydney undergoing very extensive repairs.
Commenced work in October ; tug also under repairs and assisting
other dredges during the jear. Material depositee! in river 7|
miles away.
Dredging in Sydney Harbour at jetties and at Hawkesbury River.
Material deposited in Hawkesbury River 3 miles away.

APPENDIX G.
The following Amounts have been received from Private Eirms for Work performed for them by Dredges.
1876.

1875.

Dredges.

£

s.

d.

£

s.

d.

£

s.

d.

£

s.

d.

340 0 0
273 0 0

481 0 0

281 5 0
346

6 8

£

s.

d.

245 0 0

£

s.

1882.

1881.

1880.

1879.

1878.

1S77.

d.

£

s.

d.

200 0 0 1,244 0 0

138 14 0

58 10 0

85 12 0

175 14 2

135 10 0

359 18 2

£

s.

d.

360 0 0

103 10 0
540 0 0

273 0 0

481

0 0

281

5

0

686 6 8

559 8 2

394 0 0 1,689 10 2

1,003 10 0

E. 0. MOBIAKTY.

APPENDIX H.
The Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers to The Inspector of Dredges.
Enclosed will he found the analysis of the Dredge Expenditure for the years 1880 and 1881, together with an interim state

ment for the year 1882. I should be glad if the Inspector would carefully examine these returns, with a view to point out or
report on anything which they may disclose worthy of attention, and especially I wish him to carefully compare these records
of results with previous ones.
E. O. MO MARTY,
r
13/2/83.

The Inspector of Dredges to The Enginetr-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers.
Willi the object of furnishing the comparisons of one year’s expenditure with another in the clearest possible form I have
had the subjoined return made out, which embraces all the information directed to be given. This return should be read in
conjunction with Appendices A, B, 0, D, E, and with my report dealing with the dredging work performed.—A.B.P.
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APPENDIX R—canHnMd.
Dredge “Vulcan."
1878.

1880.

1831.

per ton per ton | per ton
dredged dredged dredged
■03S3
-0G0C
■0378
Hope ................................
•0042
■0032

Waste................................
Tallow ............................
V. 1, rubber.....................
Points and lead .............
Castor oil ........................
Kerosene oil.....................
Idnsecd oil .....................
Neatsfoot oil.....................
TeU Oil ............................
Turpentine .....................
Chain............................
Iron and btool.................
Timber ............................
Coal ............................
Towages............................

2 5107

ColUsions .........................
Sundry stores..................
Salaries'and allowances..
Repairs*...........................

0073
3 7250
■2914

■0000

•0082
•0012

-0166
•0109
■0070
■0087
•0171
*0014
■1407
•0176
•2021

•0731
■0007
•0092
•0203
*0005
■0193
•0017
0298
*0167
■0066
•301)2
•0220

•1733
4iU89
•7403

1870.

1880.

£ s. d.
23 ID 1

£ 3. d.
19 19 5

1880.

10 11
6 10

3
2
0
35
3
4
13
0

0
0

4 17 2
5 11 0

S
13
13
-2
9
15
14
5

£ £ (1.
:I3 13 9
3
3
3
31
3
3

6

3
0
2
7
7
11
3

more

4 2
0 5
0 10

more
less

0

more
Jess
mere
more

0

13 10
13

11 12

2

10 4
0 19
73 1
19 8

0

Largre <iuanb)ti issued in 1S31* Returns for
18S2 will probably show less*
still more Albany compound not used in “ \'nlcan.M
less
more
Dredge was not slipped during 1870
more
less
less
Do.
do.
do
more

more
more
less

more
more
less

96 2 9

less
more

more
less

ii ii e
■1099
so e ii
3-5210 2,360 13 10 2,145 1 H 1,972 10 11
3G6 6 7
359 2 &
■6540
1S4 13 2

more
more
more

more
less
more

•0i82
10
■0017
O
■1304
04
•0347
'0383 1 11
171G
1GG
1,501
j 42

io i a

17 0
17 4
17 4
2
2
3
14

0 17 fi

15 n io
S 4 4
3 8 6
156 0 4

7
0
2
10

11 10

21

2

1
7

8 10

0

Tons
Ton3- $Pence
ton.
52^00 ^ 7T36G = Total expenditure
Do.
125,140 @ 6'69OS ■
DO.
134,450 @ 4’S466

1879
1880
1S31

Itemarkf.

1881.
more ^

2 14 0
5 3 11

•0057
■oo:>9
•0054
■1)563
•0071
•0051
•0203

1879 as
standard

1881.

Explained by noting rates paid.
Hired tug during 1871). lounge attciwards
charged to “Dione.”
Dredge not slipped in 1S79.
Reduction in number of hands.
Dredge not slipped in 1379.

£4,522 10 11
2,017 10 8
2,715 1 ID

Cost of Coal in 1879 ....................................
Do.
1880 .....................................
DO.
1S31 .....................................
Hours of dredging*
Do.
Do.

Chain obtained, as old chain became unsafe,
No return in 1879*

0 19 per ton.
7 3J
„
B llj
„

1870 ..................................
1S30...................................
1881 ...................................

2,022
2,875
1,748

Dredge a Hunter.”

Turpentine ........*

....

Albany compound........
Timber............................

Sundry stores.................
Silanes and allowances..

19 19 8

•153 1
•0076 |
•0213
■0543
*0330

’0003
*0108
■0253
’OSOO
-0211

■0163
•0042
4

8 7 8
13 4 11
7 0 0

•0070
-0225

*0036
*0207

■0021
0032

2 3 9
0 19 9

1 4 3
G 17 5

•0347
*0407
....
*0002
•5266
‘0200
....
'0065
■0G8G
*0375
....
-0078
3904
‘3004
•9378
....
■2661
-3197
6’09«i9 . C 4899
•0719 1 '903S

0133

10 15 1

13 10 3

*0121

•0206
DOS 4

0000

•0131
0034
0203
0740
1438

H II 9

6 12
16 16
10

ioi'io'ii

3
13
13
17
7

1 G 0
5 4 6
8 17

0

11 10

2

2
12
47
91

7
4
6
11
10

32
99

3
3 4
S 10
3 S
12 10

i06“6“fl

less
less I
more
less I
more
less still Jess
less
. of caster oil.
, ,
.
less 'still less
still
less
Linseed oil not being required in dredging, rate
less
per ten does not apply.
more
. ,
*
less

0
10
3
3
7

8 12

0 11

12

122 14
290 5
1043
81 1C
2S29 2,071 9
2 7910
300 16

10
2
7
18
5

0 3 8
3
18
3
13

I

less
less

Chain obtained as old chain became unsnio.
Partially replacing castor oil.

still less] Reduced cost of coal explains economy.
more
.
less still loss Reduction of seamen
more Extensive repairs and alterations in 1881, to
less
I enable dredge to work both ladders together.

i23,17',4

2,152 10 2 2,003 10 5
300 7 11 1,779 16 10

Pence
Tons.
$ ton.
1879 .... 74,280 <g 10-1923 = Total expenditure ..........£3,154 13 6
.........
2,786 1 9
1880.... 79,600 @ 8*4062=
Do.
.......... 4,224 19 11
1SS1 .... 153,050 @ 6*6253=
Do.
s. d.
8 2} per too.
Cost of Coal in 1879
■? 05 *
Do.
1B80
DO.
1881
1,791
Hours dredging, 1870
Do.
1880
Do.
1881

Dredge “ Hercules.”
6

S 16 6

40 2 5

lees

1 2 9

3 3 7
11 15 7

2 5 3
3 16 1
27 13 7

2 4 4
0 17 3
57 5 4

more
loss
more

sn

3 15 11

0 9 9
3 11 C

0 9
10 17 5

2 IS 0
O IS 4
4 0 3

0 13 0

1

22 10 0

8 13 4
171 14 0

2 17 10
190 15 6

*0923

•0242

*1312

■0042
•0118
*0437

•0062
0105

•0073
•002S
TS72

*0239

■0104

•0134

0

0018
•0132

•0028
■0298

■0022

Albany compound........

■0107
■0030
•0161

•0018
•0092
■0119

Chain..............................

T074

Coal ................................

•0331
■6331

•2336
Salaries and allowances.. 7-2374
Repairs............................ 2'97ie

■0529
■0085
■0083
*0103
•0055

2S IS

■061C

•0011

•0070
•5229
•121S
5’2S12
1-8575

24 10

3 6 n
4 fl 8

4

less

2 3

0 13
16 4
2 12
2 10
3 3
1 13

5 1
2

0
2
4
4

3

....
..
....
..

..

more
more
loss
more
less

still less More castor oil used in 1881 and less Albany
compound than in 1880.

less

less
less

44 5 7
15 1 8
63 18
■0493
6 "2156 1,947 3 0 l.flOS 9 10 1,901 4 a

less
less
less

132 12

o

013 2 6
077 1 4 3
709 10
fr«r.«r
Ponce
'r<>ns'
ton.
64,670 @ ll-4474=Total expenditure
1876
87,500 © 7-9862=
Do.
1880
73,410
10-1155=
Do,
1881

a 9353

less

8tillmniC: Seo explanation as to paints and leads.

Kc blacksmith employed on “ Hercules.” Re
pairs done at Eitaroy Dock, and charged
under repairs

0 7 9

0

•4330

Dredge started in 1879, after extensive over
haul, when stock of rope was laid in A large
quantit} appears to have been used in 1881.
still more Machinery notfully atwork until^farch of 1879.
still less
btill more Less required during 1879, as plant had been
thoroughly overhauled m 1878.
AllKtny compound partly used insiead of castor
less
od
more
(till inorc See explanation as to paints and leads.
more

still less See rates paid for coal.
targe.
still less
less
more

£3,079 16 9
2,913 12 10
3,094 2 1

Cost of Coal in 1879 .................................... 17 0 per ton.
Do
1880 .................................... 14 6
„
Do.
1881 ...................................... U 3i
„
Hours dredging in1879 ..................................
1,286
Do.
1880 ..................... ................. 2,045
Do.
1881
1,511*

Small substituted for
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APPENDIX H—continued.

Dredge “ Fitzroy.”
1879.

Rope ................................
Waste................................
Tallow ............................
Paints and load.............
Castor oil .......................
Kerosene oil...................

18S0,

1881.

per ton per ton per ton
dredeed dredged dredged
•0042
•0071
*0101
•0093
■0027
•0050
*0042
*0026
■0032
*0340
*0749
*0036
•0181
‘0285
•0105
■0112
*0025
’0674

1870,

£,

3
1
3
13
10
2

s.
37
18
2
2
15
30

1SS0.

d.
0
0
8
2
11
0

Linscodoil........................
Toil oil ............................
Turpentine
.................
Albany compound ....
Chain ..............................
Iron and steel.................
Timber........................
Coal...................................

■6105
*6257

*0193
0247

’0024
■0006

6 5 5
9 15 0

■0207

*06fl6
■0737
’0033
•0050

710 u

•6102
‘3087

■ciio
•2325
•1567
■1930

Freight on coal .............
Sundry stores.................
Salaries and allowances..
Repairs.

■0030
•1034
4 4903
■G770

■2431
•2041
4-0906
i-osei

£.

d
3
4
10
4
5
11

5
98
66
81

15
12
9
IT

0
163 3
4
124 16
4 1,785 11
4
400 16

£
6
3
1
3
9
2

s.
6
8
14
5
6
5

d.
1
5
11
3
5
4

0

2 2 0
S 1 7

10
5
8
5

ft 10 7
05 17 4
2 18 «
81 16 7

8 S 0
1010

3 17 11
150 18 0

•2259
230 8
■0404
33 16
1 7824 1,008 17
■3110
256 3

3.

1 15
10
1 14
31 15
7 13
4 14
3

1B79 as
standard

1881.

6
201 IS
0
SG 1
7 1,592 13
3
277 19

1&S0,

1SS1.

Remarks.

less
less
more
less
le6!?* still less
more
less
Dredge plant thoroughly painted in 18S0.
less still less
less
more
More kerosene used in 1886, owing to
thoroughly cleaning machinery, Arc.
more
less
See note to i^aints anil lead.
less still less
less
less
less
No return sent in for 1879.
more
less
less still less Reduced price of coal; small substituted for
large.
less still less Dredge laid up for boiler repairs, kc., in 1SS0
more
less
Do
do
do,
less still less Reduction m number of crew.
lc«s
more
Extensile repairs in 18SO.

6
8
7
4

Pence.
Tons,
^ ton.
.. 110,800 @ (»,4464=Total expenditure .
. £2,488 10 0
.......... 2,749 fi (5
101,830 @ C'4798=
Do
......... 2,303 12 1
.. 214,450 @ 2,07S1=
Do
s. cl.
22 1 per ton.
Cost of Coal in 1879 .............
13 8* „
Do
1880 .............
Do
1SS1 ...............
i2 4 ,,
Hours dredffingTj 1879 .. .
........... 2,050
........... 2,020
Do *
1SS0 ........
........... 2,431
Do
1881 ........

IS7J)
13S0
1SS1

Dredge “Clarence*”
Rope..................................
Waste................................
Tallow...............................
Taints and lead
........
Castor oil..........................

•6410
■6048
■0063
*0394
*0230

*0228
*0056
■0045
■Q5;.G
•out

*0286
•6062
•0070
■0519
■6118

42 5 o
4 19 10
6 11 3
46 11 s
24 2 3

16
4
3
40

0 3

10

5 4

Kerosene oil...................
Linseed on.............. .
Cvhnder oil......................
Toil oil............................
Turpentine........................
Albany compound ........
Chain................................

■0007
•0076

*0086
•0087
0065
*0181
‘0004
■0027

•0071
'0156
•0018
•0168
'6009
•0030
'0753

10

4
(i 5
0 3
13 1
4 12
1 19
44 “

-0220

*0041
0009

0010

Iron and steel.................
Timber............................
Coal...................................
Sundiy stow...................
Salaries and allowances

*0078
-4783
•1436
2-9620

■0470
'0150
*3512
•1406
8-0397

Repairs..............................

•csss

5722

0

2

7 17

6

•40So

6

28
8
4 0 1
7 3 1

•6438
•0138
8
•1864
492
146
•2292
3-3186 3,649

1 11

19 6
H 4
8 0

1 11
6 3
3 11

34
n
254
10S
2,234

19
4
4
34
7

1

10

4 14

0

10 c
1 4
10 11
4 11
2 7
no 1

7

6
1

27 16
8 17
123 IS
5
152 8
r, *2,072 10

0 1
6 10
0 0

4
19

8

i
6
5

Jess
Right work during* part of 1879
still ittoro
less
more
moit1
more
less still less Alhanv compound first used instead Of Castor
oil'lSSO.
less still les Night work in 1879 ncccvitated extra kerosene.
more still rum i'
1)103 o

7 4

11
6

less

0

2 11
13 6

0
0

less
more

4
s

11101 c

3

...

9
3
9

more
less
more
IllOrC

2
0

413 17 c
271 12 2
Pence
V ton.
247,030
fvICIO — Total expenditure
173,610 <2 4‘(i609=
Do.
159,555
4*7488=:
Do.

TO!) 4 0

la*s

still less
do
do
do
tell oil.
more
more See note about castor oil
Still mOrr Extra strong chains required for safety of punts
and dredge
,
less No return of iron and steel in 1879.
| more
still less Reduced cost of coal, small substituted forlarpe.
|?till morn
khll rrKire Wages more during n ight work of 1879, but coat
of dredging less, Reduction in the number
of hands in 13S1.
still less

Tons

1879 ..
1880 .
1S81 ..

£5,314 3 7
8,371 12 11
3,157 0 10

s d.
Cost of Coal in 1879 ................................. 24
Do.
1880 ................................. 38
Do.
1381 ................................. 14
Hours ‘drcflging,1870 ......................................
Do.
1330 ..........................................
Do,
1S8I
..........................................

9 perton.
41„
Oj„
2,927
2,233
1,843

Dredge “Archimedes.”
Rope................................

■0391

•0SS5

•1183

10 14 8

Waste................................
Tallow ............................

*0093
*0074

•0060

■0000
'012$

2 5 6

Paints and lead ...........
Castor oil.................
Kerosene oil.....................
Linseed oil .................
Teil oil ............................
Turpentine.....................
Albany compound.........

•0689
*0474
*0107
*0416
*0204
0039
■0039

■0546
'0108
*0040
'0158
■0046
■0617
'0205

■0378
■0088
■0038
■0085
*009?
■0023

Chain ...........................
Iron and steel...............
Timber............................
Coal..................................

■0131

■0014

■0145

3 12 0

‘4434

14 12 0
228 3 0

Sundry stores .................
Salaries ami allowances..
Repairs............................

■0102

2

1

18
12
2
11
ft

17
19
19
S

1

1

10
11
0

3

11 10
1 8

1

8

02 15

8

36 19 0

4 7
3 15 9

1 17 11
4 6 1

2

4
3 19
1 9
5 17
1 14

20

6

S
9
1

0 12

4
9

7 n

8

22 14 5

9
2 15 2
4 3
2 12 8
3 1 8
0 13 10

11 16

4 9 11

Extra rope required when punts 'were being
stilt
sent to sea by a hired tiig.
more
less
still
more
less still less
less still less See note respecting Albany compound.
less still less
less still less
less
less
less
less
more
Albany compound introduced in lieu of castor
oil late in 1S79, and large quantity issued in
1880.
more
more New ladder chain required in 1880.
more

less
more

..

■0532
8324
*4123
6*2523
2*1740

•0739
■0079
4*2349
1 '11034

133 13 0

less

'6939
30 5 4
20 7 5
8
4-7074 1,713 18 4 1,568 10 2 1,472 1 0
595 17 4
680 7 9
2T75S
r.90 3 1

less
lees
leSH

249 11 10

112 10

3879
1889
1381

Pence
Tons.
$ ton,
65,789 <@ 9 9944 = Totft] expenditure
88,890 <3 9*8931=
Do.
75,059 @ 7'64S1=
Do.
Cost of Coal in 1879
Do.
3SS0
Do.
1831
Hours dredging, 1379 ...............
Do.
1880
Do.
1831

19—1?

still less Cost of coal explains the rate per ton dredged;
small substituted for large.
still less
less
Reduction m number of men.
more

£2,739 C 0
2,553 1 3
2,390 1 2
17 0 per ton.
13 9h
„
10 8
1,994
2,810
1,767

{ „
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APPENDIX H—continued.

Dredge “Pluto.”
1879.

1SS0.

1SS1.

1879.

1880

1870 as
Standard

1881.

1SS0.

1881.

Remarks.

1 per ton ner ton per ton

Rope ................................ ‘
Waste................................
Tallow . ...........................
V. I. rubber.....................
Paints and lead .............
Castor oil......................
Kerosene oil .................
Linseed oil .....................
Teil oil .........................
Turpentine .....................
Albany compound.........
Chain................................
Iron and steel...............
Timber............................
Coal ..............................

Freight on coal ..........
Sundry stores.................
Salaries and allowances.
Repairs...........................
Repairs to dock.............

dredged oredgred dredged
-OISS
0498
-0160

•does

•0171

■0039
*0105
0076
■0164
■0116
■0049
*0054
•0092

OOtl
0124
-0048
•0233
*0098
•0053
•0147
■0104

*0196
•2505

-0545
036/
■3432

0026
0307
-0412
-0439
T7S9

•0024
*0049
•03«S
'0192
■0089
-0112

•im

1011

3*6033

1431
2-G792

■sacs

■0839
*2274

£

s. <!
5 11 2
2 11

0
1
12
7
3
4

IS
17
19
4
7
4
6 9

5
2
0
7
7
3
2
1

7 7 7
94 1 9

£

£. l)

28

£ b. d.
24 1G 11

e 8

2 5 0
5 19 G
4 6 5

2 4
0 IS
2 11
15 5
5 6
2 17
7 18
5 12

s ir, e
o ii r>
2 15 10
3 13
5 o 0

1
1C
22
23
96

31 ’6’ 0
20 C 3
195 4 11

7
10
4
14
10

more

more Dredge not at work during five monlha in
187!). IVoriiiiij in strong tideway mlSSO-tll.
less
less
more f-till more
Do.
do.
do
less
more
less
less
less still less Albany compound first used in 1881.
less
less
more
less
less
less

4
2

3
S
7
6

7
4
6

10
10
0
0

less
more still more Timber required for docking dredge.
less
more
Southern coal at IDs. Od. supplied bv I S. N.
Company during 1879 and part of 1880, after
wards small coal at cheaper rate nas sent
from Newcastle.
more
more Hill more
less still less Su]>crannuation allowance granted bv Parliamenfc to late Dredge Master.
less
less

’235(1
57 10 4
154 1 0
"is 15 s
T331
81 9 5
98 10 5
2-9231 ],H77 9 3 1,521 9 10 1,361 4 9
*3121

145 6 1

47 13 0
129 7 9

1GS 7 5

.......

Pence
t? ten.
1S79 ......... 90,121) ^ 4T)759 = Total expeiKliture
1S80
. 13(5,590 (ft S'TBOSDo.
1SS1
129,430 (i 3 7370 =
])o
Tmis.

Cost of Coal in 1879
Do.
1830
Dn.
1SS1
Hours dredging, 1879
Do
1S80
Do.
18S1

£1,713

2,154
2,010

b. ii

. 17 0 nci’ ton.
. IS 91 „
. 13 io
„
1,521
. 2,145
. 1,937

Dredge “Titan.”
Rope ................................
Waste ............................ ^
Tallow* .............................
V, I. rubber
........
Paints and lead . .. .'
Kerosene oil.....................i
Linseed oil.....................1
Cylinder oil..................... 1
Teil oil............................
Turpentine .................
Albany compound.........
Chain................................
Iron and steel.................
Timber
.............
Coal .............
- 1
Freight on coal............. *
Sundry stores .............
Salaries and allowances .
Repairs............................

■D134

-2102

■0290

6

■0996
•0091

*0274

-oo:>4

•004-2

4 10 3
4 5 3

4 1 11

0100

*0105
*0193
■0033
■0029

■0415
■0273
0257
-0-266
•0040
*0345
’0039
■0145
D903
•S503
■0156
4756

'0042
0045
-0033
-0054
-0052
0155

4 13 4
9 3 4
3 17 10
1 7 G

6

■9202
■0005

*0030
■4119

■3180
•7007
3329
4-9753 11 0902
0280

9-3096

n 3

1 11

4 1
4 1 7
3 16 10
3 19 7
0 12

9 9 0
0 5 f>

■0033
-0534
0079
TSOG

32 0

9 9 10

more

more

1 15
1 7

more
more

less

more
more
more

less
equal
more
more
]C!aS

1
3

1 7 3
1 9 r»
2 14 7
1 15 3
1 13 9
5 1 10

0

S 3 2
0 11 9
2 3
13 9 10
127 1 8
2 6 S
71 1 8

1

1

more
more

Drcrttfc and ]muts taken over Lake Macqaai'ie
liar, brought to Sydney and sent In Mvall
Kitci in 1330.
h
Albany compouiiil I'cndcrcd liis^u'astcnocessary.
CMindcr oil uh&I instead of tallow
‘
Alban} eoni]K)UNd used instead of castor oil.
Extensive o\ erliaul in 1SS0.
Ni^bt work iu 1879.

less

a

17 S 10
more
more

loss
more
less

*4175
47 10 0
136 G 0
-onsc
154 13 s
113 13 C
30 11 0
4-8462 ,2,317 5 G 1,747 4
1,582 1 10

J I/md coal uschI while at Lake Alaapiarie.

more
more

more
less
le^

01226

more

more

MOfct extensive repairs in 1SS0.

1 8 7
191 Ifi 11

2 10 11

53 19 0

7 s
39 10 11
.
Pence
Toii5.
¥* ton.
1879 ...
111,780 @ 5'S4]0= Total expenditure
1830 ........... 35,879 (f24'3GO(ls
Do.
1SS1 ........... 78,360
5-8908=
Do.
11

0

0 1,391

Punts covered with eah*aniscd iron in 18S0.
) Nk-ht work in 1879.

Small coal used at ilyall

Night woik iluriiifr 1379. Evtonsivo repairs

1880.

.. £2,720 9 4
,. 3t(>40 17 9
■* 1,895 13 3
s. d.
11 fii per ton.
12 3J
„

Cost of Coal, including freight in 1379
Do.
do.
1880
Do.
do
1SS1
Hours dredging, 1S70
..
Do.
1SS0 ....
Do.
1881 .

12 Si

„

8,050
1,40(5
2,037

‘ Ajax” s.s,—Attached to dredge “ Newcastle” at Newcastle.

Hope ............................
Waste
...............
Tallow .........................
V. I. rubber .............
Paints and lead ..........
Castor oil .................
Kerosene oil...............
Linseed oil
.............
Toil oil .................
Cylinder oil.................
Turpentine .................
Albany compound ...
Coal................................
Sundry stores .............
Salaries and allowances
Hcpairs........................
Collisions.....................

ppnfi'
pence
prnce
p-er Inn ber ton per ton
depdfrUoil deposited ifi'lifHited
9400
•0420
*0277
■0020
•0037
*0024
•0033
-0026
•0023
•0059
•0043
-017G
■0378
■0259
*0081
■0028
0024
•0023
0020
-0015
•0022
•0047
•0028
•0054
*0050
•0Q3S
■00-20
•0010

■1237
•0320
1 0221

■2182
-0459

•0021
•0020

-oois

•0064
T320
•0498
-SSSfi

•0043
-0910
0273
*0735

1

7!)
4
5
9
28
13
3
3

4 0
15 2
7 7
11 3
8 10
1 11
15 0
12 1

8 15

G

<12 16
5 8

9
0

15 2 !
7 6 ,
3 10
2 1 r
0 7
0 ID 2
7 8 7
i 4 O

3
C
50
4
3

3ft 14 11
3 S n
3 6 0
37 2 r,
3 ft
2 0 9
4 0 4
5 7 ft

2 16
l> 1
ISO 3
6 11 1
89 0
14 2 ! 963 7
i
1-0140
1831
352 8 4 1,516 5 S ! 2G1 17
1,527 13 1
Pence
Tons.
$ ton
1879 ........ 387,600 @ 2,4422=-Tctal expenditure
1880 ........ 358,300 @ 2-2007=
Do.
1SS1 ........343,305 @ 1-0499=
Do.

4 4 0
2
1 12 G
9
199 17 0
197
51 2 7
74
1,050 13 11 1,320

Cost of Coal in 1370
Do.
1880
Do1881
Miles towed, 1879
Do,
1380
Do.
1881
Towed one 400-ton

0

3

9 10 J
5 2

less
more
less
less
. more
less
less
more
less

4

still less Night v»oik part of 1879.
less
still less
No new valves required in 1881.
more IM-c.iisi'.e repairs in 1S3G.
still Less Albany compound fciipcrsoding castor oil.
Night work, 1S79
more Extensile repairs, 1SSO.
still less Night work 1879, and extensive repairs 1830.

less
more
mere Commenced to use compound middle of 1S79.
more
Price per ton explains result.
less
more
less still less Special sen ice vote charged with part of
salaries in 1881.
more
Boiler lifted and extensive repairs in 1880.
less
—
Collision with ship “Duart Bay” in 1879.

10
11
0
10
2

£3,944
3,285
1,601
s.
... 0
7

3
11
16
d.
DA
2?

6—See Collision item.
8—See Repairs item.

3
per ton.

... 4 1<

.................................. ............... 6,721=140'8 per mile,
...........................
................ O,800sa25-1G „
................................... ................ 7,000= 51'49 tJ
punt each trip, from Newcastle Harbour to sea.

Ill
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APPENDIX K—emtinwd.
“ Thetis ” &.s« attached to dredge “ Samson/’ at Sydney.
1879,

1380,

1881.

pence
pi-nee
pence
per ton |H‘r ion per tun
deposited dO|i(uited deposited
Rope .......................... •0672
•0004
1279
'0123
•0111
■oooo
■0228
■0230

*0020
*0000
'0X10
•0120
‘0109

*0075
■0015
*0109
•0328
*0085

Kerosene oil.................
0040
Linseed oil .............
*0051
Toil oil ....................... '0122
Cylinder oil................
■6627
Turpentine ................
Albany compound .. .
■0000
Coal ........................ 1 0872
Freight on coal ......
Sundry storui............
•0701
Salaries and allowances.. 13248
Repairs ..................... ■2442
Collisions ................

■OOS'2
'0028
■0259
'0051

'0044
•00U2
0071
*0030
■0023
'0025
•6411

Waste ......................
Tallow ......................
V, 1 rubber................
Paint ttiui lead.............
Castor oil ...................

■0244
•9S36
009S
■1053
•50S3
OTO0

1879 as
standard.

1880.

1SS1.

£ b, d

£ H d

£ K. d

52 S 1
0
8
4
17
13

11
13
14
16
18

43 3

11
7
0
2
6

1
4
7
S
7

e
3 19 10
9 10 8

3
1
10
8

3 12

2 3 1
7 0 10
840 14 3

15
63S
0
01 6 0
*0543
63
1-5004 1,031 15 0 1,170
■5539 190 4 D 309
0

8
5
6
0

6 5
2
7 15
2*2 15
0 0

2

1

__

0
0
0
0
:« (S 8*
r> 1,102 19 3
0 395 2 1
0

__

less

more
less

less Lnnre quantity issued id 1330 and used in 1831still less Small coal substituted for large in 1880.

more
more
more
...

....

less
more
more

See special service return for 1851.

lenc*

■$ torn

180,900 ('f' 2'9D22=Totnl expombture
155,875 @ 3 6600=
Do.
160,010 @ 3-0283=
Do.

1550
1551

Remarks.

1881.

more Outfit of new rope when “Thetis" towed
“ Ulysses” to Mannhis? Riicrin 1881.
less
loss A large quantity issued in 1379.
less still less
more more
... 1 less
more
less still less Albany compound used with castor oil, Long
. ,
towages.
more
less
less
more
more
less Large quantity issued in 1830.
less

8
y
1
0
1

3 1 0
4 S 0
5 9 2
2 2 0
11
1 10 2
453 2 0

7 0
35 S
17 1
6 0

Tnvs
Totis*

1879

90 9 3

17
10
3
4
2

10
15
8
6
3
2
10

1S79 as
standard 1380.

£2,267 17 10
2,381 !> 2

2,110 18 0

Cost of Coal in 1870 ...................... 10 Oner ton.
Do.
1880 ....................... 12 10} „
Do.
1SS1 ........................ 9 11} ,,
Miles towed in 1870 ........... 8,480 = 01-18 Cost per mile.
Do.
1SS0 ............ 7,828 =7301
„
Do.
1881 .......... 7,006} = 00-70
,
During ond since 1370 two pnnts together have frequently been taken to sea by the “ Thetis ” Under favourable circumstances the custom is to make two
trips with two pnnts and one withn single one in one day, followed the nekt day by one double and two single barge trips, thus towing in two days niiitt instead of six
pnnts, thereby very largely increasing the quantity and lessening the cost of work!

“ Dione ” 8.6,, attached to dredge “ Vulcan,” at Hunter River,
1830.

1381.

1880,

pence
pence
per ton
l>er ton
deposited deposited
*0933
027S
■0040
■0071
-0029
•0033
'004G
■0173
*0108
■0118
■0119
•0037
■0015
-0056
■0037
'0096
•0052
-OOif)
’ -oooi
■0010
-0197
'0049
-8280
■2163
•8026
0480
1-S317
1-4701
■7709
•3329

Rope .............
Waste...............
Tallow
............
V. 1. rubber
,
Paints and load ...
Castor oil ,,.. ,
Kerosene oil.. ..
Linseed oil .........
Toil oil ...............
Cylinder...............
Turpentine..........
Albany compound
Coal.....................
Sundry stores ...
Salaries........... ,
Repairs...............

£ s

d.

2
19
16
10
8
3

*»«■

j

18S1.

...... 1
. ... J
. .. j
.

loss
mere
moie
• ■
less

...
1
.......
. ..

less
less
loss

Remarks.

£ s. <1

24 10 1 *
12 0
0 14 11
,
4 7 7 1
2 19 0
0 IS 8 ■
0 18 S
2 3 3
0
4
82
91
4C2
196

1880.

1881.

10 17 4
4 3 11
2 5 0
211

..

2

11 18 5
7 0 0
0 17 0
2 4 4
3 11
2 18 0
0 11 0
2 17 0
127 7 2
2$ 12 1
805 12 10
190 17 (i

1

1 1
8 .
2
5
10
2 1

.......
....
__
........
__
.. ..

As “ Diono" only started to work in July* 1880, and was
afterwards laid up to complete deck-house, &c,} no
comparison can well be made until returns for 1882 are
made out.

more
less
less
I l<*s
. loss
1 less
I

^
£376 1G

18S0 ....... 00,590 @ 5-4731 * Total expenditure
1881 ... 141,285 @ 2 • 1014 =
Do.
Cost of Coal in 1880 ..
1>0
1881 ..

1,272 8

5 III

per ton.

Wiles towed in 1S80
... 7,174 = 29 S334 cost per mile
Do.
3881
... 10,071 = 30-8230
„
Towed one punt each trip , chiefly deposited in river.

1 Cyclops,” p.s. attached to dredge “ Hunter,” at Newcastle.
1879.

1880.

1881.

1870

1880.

1881
:

|n mis
I»rr ton
Rope ..............................

pcnci
pPIH'O
pir ton IKT ton
dl'pOMtffl depotiied
'0170
■0702
■04 SS

Waste.............................
■0104
Tallow ..........................
•0088
V. J. rubber ..............
'0021
Paints and lead.............
•1160
Castor oil ...................
•0369
KcroKonc oil...................
.0054
Linseed oil ...................
■0121
Tail oil . ..
..
■02;,8
Cylinder oil...................
Turpentine ....
..
002S
AJbtmv compound .
.
5fa3i
Coal............................
Sundn stores..............
■1046
Salaries and allowances.. 8'8505
Repairs..........................

■7531

-0372
■0224
0042
-0083
'0038

*0039
-00S9
'0010
•0236
0145
'0030
*0077
0008

-0045

■1)623

■0030
-OOS0

'4128
-0060
1-7718
■8174

£ $. d.
5 3 a
3
2
0
35
11

3
13
13
1
3
18
3 13
7 10

5
9

a
5

6
0
ft
6

0 17 fi

■2732
176 0 1
31 7 ft
'1348
1’8109 1,10S 16 7
227 12 ft

£ s. d.
85 11 6
1 13 4
4 O 1
17
10
2
4
4

6
0
0
3
2

0
0
1
10
7

0

0

8

192 12 3
44 14 2
826 15 3

1870 as
standard

£ s. d
20 17 S
1
3
0
10
0
1
3
2

13
1ft
13
2
4
5
6
18

3
2 ,
7 |
7
0
10 ,
8
6

1 0 4
............ 1
lift 19 4 ,
57 14 3
775 10 5

1

..
.
...
....
.
...

...
...

3 l&S ft 11
Tons.
Fence.
$ ton.
Total expenditure
1879 ....... 72,540 @ 5-6286
1880 ...... 311*08.} 2 7724 =
Do*
1SS1 ....... 102,780 @ 2-779S =
■4398

148

Cost of Coal 1870 .
Do.
1830.
Do.
1881.,

1880.

1881.

more

moiO

less
less

less
more

less
loss
less
less
less

still
still
still
still
still

more
less
less
lesa

ConsidciaLlo htock on board at tin1 beginning of
1879 Sent to Clarence River to tow in 1850.

less More painting in 1879 than afterwards.
less
less
lesless

less
still less See rates per ton.
more
less
Sick pay to Captain Price in 1879 and part Of

less

less

£3,(171 0
. 1,293 12
. 1,190 0
■ per ton.

Miles towed in 1879 ...... 4,OSS = 09'5 Cost, per mile
Do
18SO........ 8,004 = 79*52
H
Do
1881 ......... 5*727 = 40'S8
„
Towed one punt each trip to sea a Newcastle* but while at Clarence River in 1880 depositing in river,

Remarks.

1830.

-

112
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APPENDIX H—continued.

“ Ceres” s.s. attached to dredge “ Hercules,” at Sydney.
1881.

1880.

Ropo

*0093
’0032
■0411
‘0454
‘0210
0024
■009$
■0131
•OlOO
‘0062
■0339
■S18S
■2408
3‘1704
7105

\VT&ste..........................

Tstlow.......................
V. I. rubber...............
Paints and lead .........
Castor oil..................
Kerosene oil............
Linseed oil.................
Ted oil .....................
Cylinder oil ...............
Turpentine.................
Albany compound........
Coal.........................
Sundry stores ........
Salaries and allowances
Repairs....................

ISS1.

1880.

pence
pence
per ton
per ton
deposited deposited
•1666
■0337
•01W
■0007
•0249
■0463
•01S3
■0030
■0093
•0095
■0152
■0037
•0175
.0558
•0$!IC
2-3005
‘6935

1S30.

1831.

Remarks.

“Ceres" started work Febnuurv/lSSO, but afterwards was
laid up for bridge-deck; c:<tra hawsers required when
occasionally taking two punts,

£ s. d.
22 13 7

£ » d
70 10 5

more

2
0
11
12
5
0
2
3
5
1
9
224
65
869
19i

4 12
0 5
30 10
19 11
7 15
15
S 10
4 2
0 8
1 11
7 S
277 13
37 ID
973 19
293 11

more
less
less
more
less
more
less
less
lesa
less
less
less
less
Ices
less

13
17
5
8
1>)
13
13
11
4
13
5
2
13
19
12

9
7
3
10
S
5
6
6
0
8
10
1
0
5
2

f>
9
11
0
S
9
5
11
0
3
J
4
J
S
8

Cylinder oil used instead of tallow.
Rubber required for pump valves of engine.
Bearings inclined to heat; consumption of oil and compound heavy.
UbOd instead of tallow.

1881) ...
65,730 @ 512355 = Total CMxmditurc ........ £1,433 17 n
1331 ... . 101,610 @ 4 0640 = „
„
... 1,720 17 0

s. <1.
14 5 per Ion.
11 S£

Cost of Cord lji 1880
Do
1881

d.
Miles towed in 1SS0....... n,ol>2 = CDSTSS cost per mile.
DO
1881 .
8,453 = 4S'S299
,,
Towed with one punt each trip ivhcu working for “ Hercules” only, and two punts when towing simultaneously for <! Hercules' and “Charon.14 While towing
for “Samson” instead of “Thetis,” took frequently two punts to sea.
“ Cores” towages wholly to sea, and chiefly from Darling Harbour above Pyrmont Bridge. Vexatious detentions at bridge.

“Charybdis” p.s., attached to dredge “ Fitzroy,” at Macleay River.
1 1379.

3380.

1881.

pence

ppnee

ppnee

I

pet ton per ton pee ton
depn*itcd deposited deposited
llO]K5 ................................

Waste ......................
Tallow .......................
V. 1. rubber................
Paints and lead ..........
Castor oil.................. .
Kerosene ell...............
Linseed oil ................
Toil oil ....................... I
Cylinder oil................
Turpentine ................
Albany compound.......
Coal .........................
Sundry stores..............
Salaries and allowances..
Repairs......................

‘0630
‘0036
‘0058

‘•0053

•012G

■0041
■0066
*0116
■5665

•0112

l‘57f>4
•OS43

im

1879.
£
23
1
2

s.
17
7
4

d.
4
3
4

2
4
1
2
4

0
15
11
10
S

8
3
$
2
0

£

s
2
4
7
13
17
IS
7

1879 as
standard

1881.
d.
10
2
C
8
2
11
7

£ s.
13 6
0 14
0 19
10
0 IS
2 11
0 IS
2 1$
1 1

d.
S
1
2
4
S
4
3
3
1

145 17’5
S2 ii'
4 3 4
13 10
79 17 ft
690 0 0 048 12 5 615 O
14 5
32 0 a 450 3 2
Pence
Tons.
ton.
1S70 ........ 00,800 (Wi 2*3505=Total e^pouditurc
1830 ........ 101,830 (? 3*1700=
Do.
1331 ........214,204 @ 0-S391=
Do.

2
1
5
0

'0145
■0005
•0009
■0187
■0020
‘0022
■0009
‘0021

•3433
■1811
1'6237
10752

‘0149
■0003
•0012
■0012
■0010
0023
■0007
■0029
■0012

'■0024
0152
'6383
•01GQ

0
0
0
7
0
0
0

i i 0

214'Yio

1830-

1881,

less
less
less

less
less
less
less
less
less
less
less
less

less
less
less
less

Hcniarltti.

less still less Small coal substituted for large in 1SS0 A 81.
more more Kxtciisit e repail's Lu 18S0
less still less Rcduetion of crew,
more
less ENtensi\e repairs in 1880.

£ b. il
88!) 5 0

1,345 8 3—eytensite repairs ill ISSO.
749 4 6
£ s. d.
,,.121 per ton.
Cost of Coal in 1870 . ,
Do. 1SSO ...
...... 0 13 S§ „
.. .. 0 3*2 4J „
Do. 1881 ...
d.
Jliles towed in 1870 .................................. 8,700=24 5—Cost per mile.
Do.
1SS0 .................................... 7.03S = 45'S7
„
Do.
1831 ................................... 5,570=32*2826
„
Towed one punt each tnp. None of the punw discharged at sea.

S S. “ Little Nell,” attached to dredge “ Clarence,” at Clarence River.
Hope .......... ..............
Waste .....................
Tallow ......................
V. I. rubber................
Faints and lead ...........
Castor oil ....................

•0153
■0036

•0170
‘00-12

‘0020

‘0011

Kerosene oil................
Linseed oil ...............
Tcil oil ....................
Cylinder oil................
Turpentine .................
Albany compound.......
Coal .........................

■0024
‘0038
-0148
■0008

‘0023

■0110

■01S9

■sioo

Sundry stores, &c.......... •0317
Salaries rmd allowances.. I‘3418
Repairs .................
■2579

•0164
■0046

-0039
■0217
•0109

*0057
•0140
■0097

■0037
•0050 !
■0094

•0033

’•ooic

■0023
•0028
•1365

•0020
•0000
•0020

10 5 6
3 14 7
2
2

14

10

0 11
6 8
9 2

$ 7

2 10

3 7
16 5

0
10
1

O 17

2

15 3
2 3 5
0 10 4
2 0 4
11 3 3
5 12
8

17 11
2 IS 11
4 G 10
6

ie 9

10 17
3 0

0
10

3 1C 1
9 17 11
6 s 4
3 0
15 3
4 S 3
1 7 6
1 9 0
1 18 2
124 0 7
2
1

325 5 11 142 14 0
2776
32 12 4
4J 1 0
24 7 10
•0799
•0367
1-6422 j 1-2424 1,331 7 2 S44 10 6 325 19 0
■0523 205 0 11 1,019 15 9
34 15 10
1*9829
Pence
Tons,
$ ton.
1879
247,030 @ 2'0253=Tota] expenditure
1550
123,425 @ 4*8396=
Do.
,
1551
159,500 § 1‘588S=
Do.

....
more more
.... | more slill morf
less
more fdill man
more more
less still less
more more
... ' more
less
less still less
more still mori*
less
more
more
more
£
2,035
2.257
1,056
£

1380 .................. 3I728 = 145‘3310
1831 ...............
7,341= 34-5346

Night work in 1670,
1SS0 & 81.

still less Night work in 1879. Small coal substituted for
large in 1830 & SI.
more
less Night work in 1879
less Extensive repairs to boiler, &o, in 1880.

d.
19—Night uork, 1879,
6—Repairs, 1S80.
7
d.
... 1 4 9 per ton.
,0 IS 4£ „
0 14 0} „
,,
„

Albany compound lu

Night work in 1379,

5.
0
0
6
s.

Cost of Cool in 1879 ......................
Do.
1330 ...................
Do.
1381 ......................
d.
Miles towed in 1S79 ................. 10,341= 48139 cost iwr mile.
Do
DO.

Night work in 1870.
Do.
do.
Cylinder oil used instead of fcalluw.

—See Repairs itom.

Towed one punt each trip; material dredged not taken to sea.
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APPENDIX H—continued.
S.S. “Achilles,” attached to dredge “ Charon.,” at Sydney.
1370. | 1830.

1381.

1S80

1879.

tpcncc 1

jipncc
f pence
l>er ton pi r ton
MepnsitPd. iU-ji05itefl.
■1203
‘0690
Roi>c .......................... I *0050
Waste.......................... I •005S I *0113
*0004
0218
Tallow ....................... ' *0107 | -0156
V*!. rubber ................ *0010
■00 G3
Pjiints and lend ........ ' '01 [12 | ’0272
•0:i4l 1 *0314 •0049
Castor oil...................
-ooos
Kerosene oil................ ■0007
•0070
•0033 | -0157
Linseed oil ...............
*0091
■0013
Toil oil ....................... •0005
1 '0232
Cylinder oil ............
*0023 i -005S
Turpentine................
Albany compound.......
0073 1 -0240 i -0033
Coal............................ 1-3030 I -0714 1 -3005
•0021 *1802 T747
Sundry stores.............
Salaries and alloss'anecs.. 2’4034 i 4-m 1 2'1304
Repairs....................... 1T462 4-Ott-D 1 -4113
per Ioq

£

s. d.
1 14 9

2 0 2
0 15 2
0 11 4
4 10 7
11 IS 0
0 4 9
1 2 11
2 5 0
...........
0 H, 2
2 9 10
445 9 6
21 0 7
822 19 4
391 13 4

|

1331.

1S79 as
standa

1330

1 1331. |

..

more

more

j

X s. ii. X s. d.
19 1G 0 1 20 15 3
1 13 5
0 9 11

1 13 S 1
2 10 S j
4 8 10
5 2 8
10 0
2 11 5
1 9 8
3 16 0
0 13 11
3 18 0
159 3 9
29 10 !>
726 3 11
COG 6 11

I 17 4
1 9 3
0 4 9

1

(
1
0
|
|
o
,
| 233
52
635
| 122

9
5
0
5
7

Pence
.
Tons.
ton.
1370 .......8*2,010 @ 5 0103 as Total expenditure
Do.
30,320 @ 9-0435 =
1SS0 ...
Do
13S1 ....... 71,639 @ 3*0313

Coinmcnood m October, 1881, to tow two
punts occasional!
more 1
more Cylinder oil used instead of tailon- in 1880.
less ^
still less] See Albany compound.
more
.... '
loss
Sec tallow.

more
less

*■
::::

more
less
more
more
more

3 1
io
12
1
0
11

Remarks.

more
]o*s 1
mote
less still less Small coni used during 1881 and ]mrl of 1380.
more more
less
more
more
less Es tensive boiler icjmiis at end of 1879 and In
1S$0.

..
....
...

LI.716 0 6
1,029 1 8 See item rojjain; m lisO and 1831.
1,082 8 3
y. d.
17 0 per ton.
13 Hk „

Cost of Coul in 1879
Do.
1330
Do.
18S1

12 3\

„

ii.

MjIcs towed in 1S70 . .
7,530 54cost per mile. See repum item.
Do.
1880 ................4,002 = 97*69
Do.
Do.
do.
Do.
1881
9,893 = 2G,24
DoTowed one punt each trip until October, 1881, afterwards occasionally two to sen.
Achilles,” towages partly from Sydney harliour to sea, and partly to Ru^bcutter’s Bay, with silt for reclamation purpiises.
“ Pearl,” p.s., attached to dredge
Rope ............*.......... j

■02S2 | •0323

■0039 |
Waste.........................
Tallow ......................
•0091 j
V.L rubber ................
Paints and lead........... '6-270
Castor oil ................... *0094
Kerosene oil....
. •0049
Linseed oil
............ ■0037
Teil oil .....................
■0195 i
Cylinder oil...............
*0026
Turpentine ................
Albany compound . ...
Coal ........................
■0348 |
Freight on coal .........
Sundry stores ............ ■0286 .
Salaries and allowances.. 1*4278
•0109 |
Repairs...................

■9020
•0114
'0174
■0066
■oois
•0043
•0065
*5459

•0116

|
■0014 |
... |
-ooje 1
■0045 |
*0022

*0022 1
-0044 |

S 14 0

18 7 2 i

192
385
io o' a
3 10 10
1 16 10
1 7 6
3 19 5

1 3 10
o io o

. . j
0 19 5
■2055 j 257 3 'o

1

K

4 11 7
0 11

5

1

" y io' 4
3 16 0
1 2 3 1
2 14 0
3 14 3 ,

3 0 6
1 15 3
0 17 3
0 17 7
1 15 2

i 14 I
310 13 0 )

SI 3

10

Pluto,” at Shoalhaveu.
...

more

1 less . )>aid up for new boilers and partial rent
hull in 1881.
less still Jess
Do.
Do
more 1 ....
Do.
Do.
~ I less still less
Do.
Do.
Do,
less still lefcs
Do.
*
...
less
less 1
Do.
Do,
more
less
Do.
Ho.
.... i less still Icss^
Do.
Do.
1

.... !

... |
“"
.
l

more

1

1

levs |sfdlt lossj See coal rates.
less still less
less 1 Ics.s 1 Laid up, as above explained, m 1331.
mure I still rnnrv Expunditure for boilers and hull in 1S81

•0255 j 10 14 3
13 10 0 | 10 1 0
1 2726 1 536 211 5i6 15 11 502 13 7
12 5 11 1 698 7 4
•
1-70S2
7 0 G
Tons.
Pence
ton.
90,120 (" 2-2563 = Total expenditure .. .. £347 4 11
1679 . ..
91S 13 4
Do.
1830 . .... 130,560 <vf 1-0145 =
Do.
1,305 14 11 See expenditure for icjuirs.
1331 . ... 04,SOO (s 3-3(157 =
*0233
•9039
•0216

.... 17 0 irer ton.
.... IS 9', „
.... 13 10 „
d.
Miles towed in 1379 ........... 2,76*2 = 73*9 Cost per mile
Do.
1380 .........
3,263 = 67'5
Do.
Do.
1831 .........
1,717 - 100*39
Do.
Towed one punt each trip.
i:os.t of Coal in 1879 . ...
Do.
T8S0 . ...
Do.
1SS1 ......

“ Hector” p.s., attached to dredge “Titan,” at Myall Elver.
RO|)C .......................... *0111
Waste........................
-0051
Tallow........................ -0107
V. I. rubber .............
Paints and lead .........
0047
Castor oil.................... -0153
Kerosene oil................ *0919
Linseed oil.................. -0012
Teil oil ....................... 0094
Cylinder oil..................
. ""
Turpentine ................
Albany compound.......
Coal ........................... '3747
0293
Sundry stores...............
Salaries and allowances.. 18330
Kepairs.......................
Pilotage.......................
....

17
4 9
13 10

5 1 1
1 14 8
4 11 G

1 4
14 2
17 5
11
2 10

2
0
O
0
3

'0354
■0122
•0329

*0137
*0066
*0108

•0196
■9068
*0054
*0026
0278

•0085
*0027
■0033
*0046
■DILI

•0044
*0152
•4S94
■1630
4*2290
4-1008

'6064

*0071
‘2475
0540
1-7632

-02S5

....

1379
1380
IS31

105,180 @ 1*7073= Total expends
34,210 0*1777 Do.
. 73,650 @ 21456 =
Do.

4
2

4
2
6
0
0
•1

164 4
12 14
564 12

~B
5
4
4
4

0 12 11
2 3 4

6
9
0

69 15 3
23 19 2
002 18 3
5S4 11 0
4

Tone

15
19
15
7
19

0

more
more
more

4 3 11
2 0 7
fi 2 10

more
more
more

2 12*
0 16
10
1 S

more more
less still less Albany compound used instead of castor oil,
more more
more BUll mqip
more more Night work in 1879.

5
6
5
6

393

. . .

021

2
76
10
542

3
19
17
12

4 . .1
4 1.......
8 ........
1 1 ........

...
more
more
more

less
less
less
more
more

Sec rates paid for coal.
Extensive overhaul after working night and day
during previous years.

0

1 BUw

Tons #ton

A7S7 13 8
1,308 4 4—Sec repairs items,
658 8 6
a. rf.
Cost of Coal, 1879................... 11 5i per ton.
Do. 18S0.................... 12 3| „
Do. 1881 ................... 8 111
d
Miles towed m 1379
4,828 ^(T, 39T6 Cost per mile
,,
1880 ... 3.154^ 99*5173
Do.
See repairs items.
,,
1SS1 .... 7,050 @ 23-4U4
Do.
Towed one punt each trip.
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APPENDIX H—continued.
“ Scylla,” s.s., attached to dredge “ Archimedes,” Hawkeshury River.
1S70.

isso

1881.

1870,
1

penct pen™ pence
£.
p<*r Lon per ton pei* ton
deposited deported depcwitctl
flopc .........................
■0026
•0048
0210
0 8
Waste.............................. \ *0074
■0032
•0016
1 2
Tallow
................... f *0323
0140
‘0157
4 17
V. I. rubber................
■0005
■0007
0 1
Paints and lead .......... i -0060
‘0009
0 IS
Castor oil ..................
■0469
0150
0026
6 IS
Kerosene oil...............
..
•ooos
Linseed oil ..........
*0006
'0034
0 1
.
Teil oil............................
0039
*0027
0011
0n
Cylinder oil
,, . .
•0000
*0042
Turpentine...............
0631
Albany compound.......
*0019
Coal......................
-3074
•1470
•1239
46 7
Sundry stores.............
0193
2 13
*0076 •uas
Salaries and allowances 1*4407
■ooue
■7S0-2 218 14
■Repairs....................... •1208
•7100
1170
ID 11
1*79 .......
1830 .......
1831.......

d
1
3 i
0
7
3
8 j
10 ,
111
l
' (
6 f
0
4
0 ,

|

1380

1SSI.

]1370 ns
|htandiirL

J iI £ s. i3 1
0 6 5
4
0 5
0 6 4 1i
0 16 4 *1
3 2 11

1SS0

1881

Remark?.

£,

0 0 0 ,
0 1 11
0 1G 10 '
1
0 3 8
0 3 0 I
0 1 o 1
0
8
0
54
40

9 1
5 o
8 6
0 11
4 10

11
.
,

..

0 10 4
1
0 3 3
0
0
{)
24
22
155
23

more | more
less Btill less] Nitfht work, 187!)*
less I
I Nufbt work, 1870. Used cvllndcr oil in 1SS0
I
and 1SS1.
'

moi'd
.. .
less | ...

4 6
1G S 1 !!

less still less. Nifrlit work, 1879. Albany compound in 1880
I and 1831,
more
,.
less | still less
.
more |

12
15
11
18
10

.
less
less
less
more

4) 1 . .
1
5
3 1 ::

| more |
| still lessj Night work, 1879, nt Lake Maequnric.
. jnoro r
still less Sec special scnico return,
[ loss I

X- WIU

30,210 @ 2-00r>2^Total expenditure ...
£302 10 11
13,420 @ I^SOISDo.
105 15 8
47,005 (A 1’1355=
Do
230 13 11
S. II.
Cost of Coal in 1879 ....................... 17 10 per ton
Co.
1880 ........................ 13 01 „
Do.
1SS1 ........................ 10 SJ „

Miles towed in 1870 .......... 3,299=22'01 Cost per mile,
1)0
1880 ........... 974 = 26'0e
„
Co.
1881 .......... 2,458=23'13
„
Towed one punt each trip.

The Inspector of Dredges to The Engincer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers.
Sir,

_
our principal p '-ta.

d

■

,
Harboni's ami Rivei’s Oflico, 10 January, 18S3.
'0,r ^ su^Tn'*' ^or y°ur perusal the following report upon the dredging operations in progress in

l

otl
Harbour three dredges have liecn constantly at tvork ; the largest—the 11 Samson”—owing to the great
engt t o ler ladtlers, has been found specially suited to meet the berthing and port requirements of the heavy draught
-rc Mit steamers winch appear likely (and at no distant time) to almost wholly monopolize the European trade of the
oil}.
o keep abreast of this altered state of tilings, the Circular Quay on its western side has been sufficiently
ueepenetl to Perth the “Austral" and other kindred vessels ; while the P. & O. steamers find suitable accommodation further
n r , at the southern end of the A. ,S. N. Co.'s Wharf. Shallow places in Sydney Cove have been deepened, and the
oamson, when asked foi, has been lured to the many enterprising u harf proprietors, who arc vicing with each other by
tne erection of lofty warehouses and spacious quays to secure a share of Sydney's altered ocean-borne trade.

SI ..ihe “eoeas!ty tilat a,,030 for taking advantage, for won! shipping, of the fine stretch of new wharfs at the eastern side
oi dytlney t-ovo, just erected liy the Department, lias prevented rock blasting and dredging from being carried on, to attain
e required depth of water, at present ; but even m its unfinished state it lias been constantly occupied duringthe past
two mouths by steamers and ships of large tonnage. When the dredge “ Samson” was not employed at the more urgent
moiji to which L have been referring, the deepening of Darling 1 tarbour below I’yrmont Bridge was proceeded with. Much
“Th”t^”ellCa “I?? ■ ®cneii
work, has resulted from the necessity which existed for the employment of the tugs
..d* t aj u°,11 selv’ees no1; connected with dredging, as many as four trips having been made during the past
year to Jjord Howe island—each occupying about a fortnight. Besides those, the “ Thetis ” was employed for about two
^ in 011pfsur,v<i-v service for the fisheries Commission. Were it possible to obtain suitable substitute tugs, the dredges
woum suiter less ; but the fact is that there is quite a dearth of towing steamers m our ports, and tug-owners arc not
making any eUorts to supply the want. In view of the constant applications made to theDredgingBrauchfromother
(jovernment Departments for steamers, I would very respectfully urge that a steamer of the “Ajax’’and “ Thetis” class,
witn compound engines, be built for general Government use, but to be employed by our Department when not otherwise
required 11 such a steamer were available our present tugs could be more frequently docked, and such docking or repairs
would not lay a dredge plant idle.
6
1

p,

H'c'lredge ''Hercules’’has been for some time past employed at the head of Darling Harbour, above Pyrmont
•Bridge, i he rocky nature of the bottom in some places, and the vast quantities of road and sewage deposits continually
pourmginto the harbour on its southern shore combine to render the work of permanent improvement slower and more
v?
C ,
More tllim teu ycars ago a large amount of dredging was done above the bridge: but ns
might have been looked for there have been fresh deposits, which are being again removed, and the general depth of the
area is continually improving, while the quay berths arc being steadily and permanently deepened by the removal of large
quantities of sandstone, by blasting and subsequent drudging. Advantage is frequently taken of the steam crane on the
uiuri to lift blasted blocks of stone many tons m weight from their beds on to the punt.
1 he dredge “Charon’’ employed at Black-wattle Cove has been for the lust two years performing work which, though
o loss commercial value than that of eithei the “Samson” or “Hercules,” is, nevertheless, of a character more likely to be
appreciated by the people of Sydney. At a part of Pyrmont overlooking the western and eastern shores of Blackwattle
Bay, it wm be remembered that small-pox found a congenial atmosphere, and lingered long and disastrously, while on the
opposite side of the Bay m the Glebe district it was a still mere dangerous intruder, and there cun be little doubt that the
poisonous exhalations from the foreshores of the harbour, in this neighbourhood, contributed largely to spreading the infeet]01l.
OfMl Rjrs.e
__ 1 __
1
1-1
°
* 1 the PBay .by the
..
^ariy Ofin
200,000
tens of decayed ____________________
vegetable mutter, sewage, and
mud,
hare been removed
from
utiiiron, and sent partly to sea and partly to Kushcuttcrs Bay, to Ire converted from a destroyer to a preserver of the
public health* by forming the groinichvork of a future pleasure resort.
. Th? dredge “Archimedes” until early in 1SS2, was employed chiefly removing deposits from the various sewers dis
charging into the harbour, but is now working on the Hawkeshury River, near the Pitt-town wharf. The people of
VMiiflsor are anxious to have the sandbanks which obstruct the in er removed ; but 1 fear from the character of the Hoods,
wmcli train tune to tune sweep duu-n the river, that there is scant hope, if the channel is over finished, nf its enduring beyond
me lirst heavy flood that may cume aftov its completion.*
I- "
<jf tlM: f'"c
fuet
e,lt by the “Samson” at Sydney Heads, there has been no deepening
•work performed by the Department winch, us far as permanent improvement is concerned, has withstood the test of time
so weu as the dredging of Aewcastlo Harbour. Unlike the port nf Sydney, there arc no sewers of any importance here to
diminish yearly tiic available deep water, nor are the flood deposits of the river Hunter found seriously to interfere with
castlT1 ^ ' °110’ UlB “bstl'uctlonB to navigation from this cause taking place chiefly at the flats between Morpeth and New.
_____ 1__ ________ _____________
keeping

In
h
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APPENDIX II—continued.
In a previous report, I mentioned that three million tons of sand had been lifted and sent to sea from Newcastle,
and, as will be aeon by the returns, nearly another million has been got rid of since. The dredge “Newcastle” lias been
chiefly employed deepening additional crane liertbs at Bullock Island, and widening and deepening the channel leading to
the North Harbour. It has now throughout its entire length a width of COO feet, and a depth more than equal to the
requirements of the largest ship that can enter the port. It is satisfactory to know that the deep water made by the
“Newcastle in the Horseshoe, has, with the exception of one of the southern berths, been well maintained ■without
dredging. Where in 187b but one or two ships could safely be placed, there is now accommodation for twenty to swing at
the moorings between Newcastle and Stockton. In addition to this, the North Harbour opposite Bullock Island is now
being enlarged by the “Newcastle” to keep pace with the growing requirements of the port,
The dredge 1 ‘Hunter’ has recently been fitted with stronger shafting, & c., to enable both ladders to be worked together ;
and, with the view of making her as useful at sand dredging as she has hitherto been at rock work, tW'O sets of very large
buckets have been supplied, to be used when required ; new and larger punts arc being built by Mort & Co., the using of
which will considerably increase the quantity and diminish the cost of work performed. The want of towing power lias
been a drawback, the contractors for the steam barges built and building not being able to find skilled labour sufficient for
their establishment. The “Hunter” has chiefly been employed at the lower end of the Bullock Island Wharf, and in deepen
ing staith berths and the Southern or Coal Channel.
_
At no time since dredging was initiated has the river Hunter been, in so satisfactory a state as it is at the present
time. Steamers drawing over 10 feet of water can now without risk of detention reach Morpeth at any state of the tide,
whereas in times past there was hut from 6 to 7 feet on the many long sand flats which formed below the junction with
tributary streams, and at other places, irhere, from the wideness of the river, a sluggish current prevailed, I do not think it
will he practicable, unless at a very great cost, to further deepen the Hunter, there being such a length of it with low'
water soundings of about 11 feet. Notwithstanding the frequency of Hoods and freshes, and the difficulties of finding suitable
places for depositing the sand lifted, the dredge “Yulcan” has not only' boon able to effect the improvements rcterred to,
but has in addition performed a good deal of useful work in Newcastle Harbour. 1 am sanguine that we shall he able, on
the completion of the second steam barge, to send a very large percentage of the sand lifted on the Hunter liiver to sea,
as the present depth in the channels will enable a steam barge to act as tender for the “Vulcan.” In referring to the useful
work of a permanent character done by the dredges at Newcastle and the Hunter, I think the deepening of the bar from
17 to 22 feet should not escape notice, Irecause, although the construction of the two breakwaters has brought about this
most important improvement without any dredging on the spot, there can be little doubt that the enlargement and deepen
ing of Newcastle Harbour has, by admitting a larger volume of water across the bar, been a not unimportant contributor
to the very successful engineering at the entrance of this the chief coaling port in the Southern Seas.
Proceeding northwards, the operations of the small dredge “Titan” at the Myall River next claim attention. Work
wTas first began in October, 1880, at Myall Point near the river entrance, where there was hut a low-water depth of from
2 feet 8 inches to 3 feet. Here a channel GOO feet in length, 100 feet wide, and o feet 6 inches deep, low water, was eat,
after which vessels were able to enter at all states of the tide ; but the most important advantages were gained after cut
ting the next channel from Corey Island to the Haw'k’s Nest, us the traders were then enabled to get up to the saw-mills
and load both the locally sawn timber and the larger quantities conveyed by punts from the establishments higher up the
river. A cutting was afterwards made from Hawk’s Nest to the Tea Gardens, another from there to the Shell Heap, and
afterwards one of nearly It miles in length (extending from “ Pull-for-Nothing ” to “Monkey Jacket”) which lias just been
completed. At the two first described cuttings there has been some shoaling, at which the dredge will have to he again
employed for a short time : but, generally, the original depth, fi feet 6 inches, low-water, has been maintained throughout
the St miles of river improved by the “Titan” since 18S0.
The dredge “Ulysses, 1 built specially for the Manning River, was sent to her station towards ths close of the year
1881, and has already made good headway in improving the navigation of the river. Over 200,000 tons of sand were dredged
in the formation of a new channel at the crossing, near the heads, and steamers now pass through the cutting. The entrance
to the Latisdown has been deepened, and tins dredge is now making a channel through Taree fiats to enable the Sydney
steamers to reach Tinonee. The work at Taree will soon he completed, after which the Oundletown passage will, as directed,
lie dredged. Very likely another cut will have to be made through the crossing channel to widen and deepen it, as it is
already showing indications of shoaling, a contingency not unlocked for in view of the lively nature of the sand borne shore
ward from the sea.
The dredge 1 ‘Fite Roy,” stationed at the Macleay River, completed deepening the last remaining shoal below Kempsey
at the latter end of 1880, and ocean steamers were enabled to reach that town. During 1881 a long shingle flat between
Central and West Kempsey was dredged, and the navigation for large vessels made available for several miles above the
towns. While this work was going on, a site for a new dock was secured opposite the principle township, and was sub
sequently excavated by contract, the dock entrance mid approach being undertaken by the officer in charge of the dredge
and his crew. The “bitz Roy’was successfully docked iu June, 1882, and thoroughly chipped and painted. Dredging
operations at Long Beach were afterwards resumed, and the plant is now engaged deepening channels cut some years ago and
which have since been gradually shoaling.
The dredge “Clarence” is at present employed at Lawrence on the Clarence River. It is satisfactory to know that
the long cutting made between Rabbit Island and Yamha, from which over 800,000 tons of sand were taken, continues suffi
ciently deep for navigation purposes. _ A few weeks’ dredging was found necessary at this place lately, and attention to it
null doubtless have to he paid from time to time, but this will not seriously interfere with the improvement of the river
between the Heads and Grafton, The obstructions at Lawrence will take at least nine months to remove. The “Clarence”
had to he towed to Sydney for docking in 1882, and it was found desirable to sheath and remetal the hull, and at the same
time to strengthen the vessel throughout, as work has sometimes to be carried on near the Heads in very rough water.
South of Sydney the only dredge at present at work is the ‘1 Pluto, ” engaged keeping open the navigation of the
Crookhaven River, chiefly at the canal cut by Mr. Berry in the olden times to connect with the Shoalhaven River and give
the vessels bound thereto a safe entrance. In 1881, however, a considerable amount of dredging was performed on the
Shoalhaven, near Terrain; but recent soundings show that the channel then deepened has already shoaled nearly 18 inches.
The “ Pluto " has for the past nine mouths been straightening and deepening the ocean steamers’ channel between Greenwell
Point and the Crookhaven Heads. The sand is deposited at sea when the tug can safely' go out, otherwise it is towed up
the river and dropped far away from the channel.
During about six months of 1SS2 the Coast Lakes dredge " Minos ” was working near the bar at the entrance to the
Moruya River. Dredging was carried on until with the prevailing north-east swell in November it was imprudent to
approach nearer the sea. However, this much was efieeted, that steam communication (which was impossible before the
dredge went to Moruya) afterwards became practicable, and the Mawarra Company’s steamer now plies to the district.
It is not necessary that I should further encumber this report (already 1 fear tediously' extended) by enumerating
the quantity and cost of work performed, because this is sufficiently dealt with not only' in the returns sent to me for analysis,
hut likewise iu the further amplification which it appeared to me desirable to put on record, and which places in juxtaposition
tlie expenditure in detail of one year with another. I cannot conclude without expressing iny conviction that, as contributory
to the satisfactory working of the Dredge Service during the past two years, the regulations promulgated in 1880, and ever
since most rigidly adhered to, have not been unimportant factors.
1 have, &c.,
A. B. TORTUS.
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APPENDIX I.
Q-EJ'ERAL JtTariATTONS TOTi TTTE MiTTAaTMEKT OP THE DSEHOE SeKVTCE *

Reg«latioa\.—The Dredge Service,

which Tvill be considered ns a whole, shell be divided info the following grades,

TIE. i--1st. The Engineer’s grade, comprising—
A. Engineers, 1st, 2nd, 3rd class (evr-lnding
from...
...
...
...
... 1*20 per
J}, Engine-drivers
. .
.................. 13
C. Eireiuen
...
...
.... 12

the Chief Engineers of the Dredges), with wages ranging
month to £12 per month.
,,
10
„
,,
0
„
.

2nd. Mechanical grade, comprising—

A. Blacksmiths, carpenters, litters and boilermakers, &c., with wages from £15 per month to £11 per month.
J?. Strikers, boilermakers’ assistants, machine attendants, Ac, with wages varying from £10 per month to £0
5s. per month.
3rd. Nautical grade, comprising—

A. Masters of Tugs, from
B. Mates, from ...
...

...............................
...
...
..
C. Coxswains and winchmen
..............................
I>. AB. sonmen, including watchmen and cooks
A’. Boys...............................................................
.

.. £20 per month to £12 per month.
..
14 „
10
„
... 10
„
...
813s. Id. per month to £8 per month
.,
4 per month to £6 5s.
,,

Regulation 2.—The whole of the men at present in the Service shall be classified according to the foregoing grades;
the position to be assigned to each particular emjfioye shall be determined by fitness and length of service. As vacancies
occur, the senior hands shall be promoted until they reach the top of their respective grades, provided they are competent,
and nothing has been recorded against them in the " Conduct Book” referred to in Regulation 3. In the case of engineers,
however, it shall be indispensable that, those to be appointed to the 1st class shall hold 1st class certificates ; those to the 2nd
class, 2nd class certificates ; and to the 3rd class, 3rd class certificates. With regard to the nautical grade, all masters shall
hold masters’ sca-going certificates, and mates shall hold mates' eertificates-t
Regulation 3,—There shall he entered in a “ Conduct Book” the name of every employe in the Dredge Service, giving
the date of his entry therein, age, and such particulars oi' his service (whether of good or bad conduct) as will determine pro
motion or otlicrwise ; it being distinctly understood that nothing will be recorded against any employe in such book, except
after due inquiry and on the report of the Inspector approved by the Enginecr-in-Chief, and after an opportunity shall have
been afforded the accused of appeal.
Regulation 4.—All new appointees shall enter at the bottom of whichever grade they may he nominated to, except in
the case of vacancies which cannot be filled from the Scrricc ; but none shall be eligible who arc over thirly-five years of age,
and who cannot produce a certificate from the Medical Officer of the Department (for which such officer shall he entitled to
he paid a fee of 2s. 6d., to be paid by the nominee) that they are physically fit for the position sought, together with satis
factory references from previous employers.
Regulation 5 J—From the 1st May to the 1st September the working hours shall be from G 30 a.in. to 5‘30 p.m., and
during the remaining months of the year from G n.m. to 6 p.m. Three-quarters of an hour will be allowed for breakfast, and
1 hour for dinner. Owing to the shortened breakfast hour, work will terminate on Saturdays as 1 p.m. When circumstances
render it necessary for the tugs to work continuously from G to 6 the meal hours must be taken while the steamers are towing,
Regulation 6.—Should any employe, by reason of accident occurring in the discharge of his duty, and by no fault of
Ins own, bo physically incapacitated for work, he shall bo entitled (if his absence shall necessarily extend to that time) to two
months’ pay, or any lesser proportion, as the case may demand
If he is absent more than two months, such case thereafter
will be specially dealt with ou his merits. In the event of absence through sickness, not being the result of accident as before
described, half-pay to the extent of one month will be allowed, if necessary, provided such sickness has not been broughtabont
by misconduct on the part of such employe, to determine which a certificate to that effect shall bo required from the Govern
ment Medical Officer, if the employe reside in Sydney or Newcastle. If he reside elsewhere, he must furnish from a properly
qualified medical practitioner a certificate stating the nature of the disease from which ho is suffering, which will be referred
to the Government Medical Officer for report. Eor every examination or report such officer shall be entitled to a fee of 2s.
6d., which shall be paid from any money due or to become due lo the patient, except in case of accidents oceuring in the dis
charge of duty, when the fee shall be paid by the Department. A medical report will be required at least once each week, if
absence from duty should extend beyond that time ; for a period less than three days the certificate of the Dredge Master,
endorsed by the Inspector, shall be held to bo sufficient.
Regulation 7.—Nothing in the foregoing Regulations shall prevent the Minister from dealing in the way of promotion
or otherwise with any specially meritorious case which may be brought before him.
Regulation 8.—Any person who has been in the Dredge Service, but whose services have been dispensed with owing to
a reduction in the number of hands, shall be eligible for reappointment to any suitable vacancy, anything in these Regulations
to the contrary notwithstanding.
Regulation 9.—In the event of any misbehaviour being proved against any employe, but not of such a serious nature as
to demand dismissal from the Service, the Engincer-in-Chief shall have the power to punish by fine or disratoment as the
circumstances of the case seem to him to warrant.
E. O. MORIARTY,
Engineor-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers.

Approved,—JOHX Laokkv,
21st June, 1880.

Secretary for Public Works,
30th July, 1880.

* Nothing in these Regulations shall be held to apply to the Masters of Dredges, respecting whom a wider choice ot selection may ho necessary
t In the case of those already in the Sendee who do not hold such certificates, it shall he considered that they have “Service" certificates; hut
they will not lie oiiylhio for promotion unless they can obtain and produce ccrtilUiatcs of 11 competency."
t Since these regulations were passed, the summer vorkmg horn's have, by direction ot Mr. Secretary I.ackey, boon reduced from ten to nine,
hoars per day.
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1 Age.
Joined
Service.

Name,
[

Service.

Classification of Dredge Service, Isfc January, 1883.
I sIMl
Capacity.

Sh

i ^ ^ E-l h a
*i c
(h *

,£ 1

Classificathn of
Tug,

Encsikeees—Geade A—Enciiis'eees of Tucs.
£
Enwinfinr ....................... 7 240

i

J. Blncklddcr ....... 47

1875

7

2
3

W. C. Bennett....... 40
K. Steel................... 30

1863
1881

10
1

rln

4

W. Jones............... 30

1878

4

(Jo

.................

5
6
f

T, Thomas .......... 44
II. L. 'Worthington 37
\Y. liioharcison...... 42

1870
1880
1875

12
2
7

do

......................

8
9

S, B. M‘Arthur ... 32
W. V. Laing........... 23

1876
1878

G
3

do
do

.......................
.......................

10

C. M'Langhlin.....

49

1872

10

do

....................... 10

144

11

W. Jell..................

51

1877

G

4

14.4,

12

C. Huxtablo..........

42

1872

10

1

It. Farrell..............

44

1868

14-

2 *A. Tillot ...............
3 J. Gray ............ ...
4 J. Hartley..............
5 B. Salvatori ..........

39
'll
57
37

1874
1S73
1853
1879

8
9
24
3

0 D. Dalev ............... 29
7 P. Meaney .......... 34
8 fW. L. Stenrn ...... 44

1879
1860
1873

3
22
9

do

...............

9

J. Jl'oomey............... 49

1875

7

do

...............

10
11

J. Glass.................. 49
A. Johnson .......... ol

1873
1875

o

12

II. Walker

1S7S

4

......... 33

Where
now employed.

.................

2

240
240

Certificate of competency l>y Marine
Board of New Zealand* for*uLyttleton'^ steam vessel, while trading
within the colony of New Zealand,

Neptune ...

do

Uionc

do

... Certificate of competency by Marine

Board of N.S. W,, as 1st class engineer.
No. 61.
Certificate of competency by Marine
Board of N.S. W., as 1st doss engineer.
No. 74.

216
G
2

102
192

....

Qualification.

Certificate of competency by Marine
Board of N.S. W., ag 2iitl claas'cngmecr.
No. 103.

6

180
180

Chary bdis... 3rd class Certificate of coinjietoncy by Marine

144

do

Board of N.S. W.. as 3rd class engineer.
No. 131,
Certificate of competency by Manna
Board of N.S. W., as 3rd class engineer.
No. 5.
Certificate of service, by Marine Board
of N.3.W., as 2nd class engineer.
No 5.
... Certificate of sendee* coast trade* b>'
Marino Board of N.S.W., as 2nd
class engineer. No. 4.

Emcune-drivers of Due]
-Grade B.
q 156
N.S.W.,

do

...............

do

...............

J. Hughes..............

51

1875

7

2
3
4
G
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

J. Mather...............
A.Blomadhl..........
G. Bees...................
J. Stevens..............
S. Foulcs..............
D. M'Milhm..........
B. Walker...............
J. Knight...............
K. M'Hugh..........
J. French..............
T. rankhnrsL ......

23
43
41
35
44
63
56
31
31
32
31

1879
1875
1876
1874
1875
1863
1872
1875
1875
1876
1877

3
7
6
8
7
19
10
7
7
C
5

13
14
15

J. Kessell.............. 50
W. Buthcrford ... 26
J. Brydcn .......... 51

1877
1378
1878

6
4
4

16
17
IS

J. Gloag ............... 35
C. Werninok.......... 34
S. Gibson .............. 29

ISSO
1873
1881

19

J. Gruv..................

34

20
21
22
23

C. Boland...............
J, Gardiner ......
T. Breen ............
E. MHIuc..............

24
25
26
27
23
29

T. Johnson ..........
C. Ingram..............
\Y. Warren ..........
J. Seaton ..............
II. Tossicr.............
11. Doivnie ..........

1&8
Inft
156
144

2
9

144

144
144
141
"7

1414
120

............... ...

120

of

Pkkmes

ash

Fireman ......................

Charon .....

Certificate
of NBA
TJlvsses , ... Certificate
of N.S.1

144

3
2
do

.....................

do

......................

do

..........

do

...

.

do
do

2
......................
.................... 1 . .

120
120
120

2
9
1

2

1^0
120
1?D

1881

1

1

31
22
42
32

1875
1882
1881
1882

7

30
3'J.
35
35
24
29

1882
1852
1SS2
1882
1881
1881

do

.......................

do

...................

do

.....................

do

..................

do

.......................

1
Fireman and Watchman

8
7
19
10
2

1
1

Fitzroy.

IYgs—Grade C.

7

14rt,
144
14-1
13i>
132
132
120
120
120
120
120

...

Archiiiiedc1?,, Certificate
of N.S.l
Minos.

of N.SA
do

Etbumes
1

8
7
1
3

Samson...... JCertificate of competency by Marine Board
of Jv.S.W , as 3rA-claas engineer, Ifo. 45.
Newcasl 1c
A-jax.
Filzrov,

Certificate of compol.cncy by Marine Board
ofA'.S.W , as 3rd-elass Engineer. No.d73
Certificate nf coinpctoncv by Marine Board
of .S.AT, as 3rd-class engineer. Bo. 163.
riv^e
Certificate of competency by Marine Board
of N.S.W.. as Srd-rlasF engineer. No, 335.
Certificate of contpolcncy by Murine Board
of N.S.’W., asSrd-elnss engineer. No. 292.

120
120
190
120
120

Archimedes.

120
120
120
114

Tied or.

xos
120

Thetis.
Certificate of competency by Marine Board
of N S W., as 3rd-closs engmeer. No. 169.
Ajax.
Pearl.
Cyclops.

r Fourteen years’ previous service oufpno-driving ; left Sen ioe in 137S, amt rejoinc! in 1ST4.
t Iiirtieitjlc for promotion until tlth Augnstj 1SS3.
t fit \ cars previous EOrvice. Left ami re-cmployed,

10—G-
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APPENDIX I—continued.
1-

11

rosi£

Joined
Age. Benlcc.

Name.

Capacity.

>"aj

fk£
3W

!?£
■3 a

Where now
Employed.

Qualification.

tfl

Mkchanicai.—Guide A.—Blacksmiths, &c.

i
2

3
4
5
6

7
8

9
10

E. Hutchings .......
W. E.iSmith............
T. O. Toole ............
J. M'Cnll ...............
If. Fairchild............
D. Gallagher .......
T. Pinkston ............
J. Hickey.................
C. Shore .................
L. Nicoll .................

47
36
28
29
34
32
37
43
40
54

1864
1874
1876
1879
1882
1882
1874
1876
1874
1875

18
8
6

3

8
6
8

7

Blacksmith .....................
do
..........................
Boilermaker.................
Blacksmith ............... ..
do
.........................
do
..........................
do
..........................
do
..........................
Fainter..............................

18
8
6

3

8
6

3
7

£
168
168
168
168
168
168
156
144
144
132

BTunler.
Vulcan.

JfewcnsiJo.
Clarence.

Neweuatle.
Samson.
Vitzrov.
Titan.
Pluto.
Neu-castle.

•Certificate of competency by Marino Board
of Kf.S.AV. as master of a coast trade skip.

Mechanical—Gkade A.—Oahpentees.
1
2

J. Johnson ............
J. Morrison............

56
48

1860
1862

22
20

3
4
5

0. Gavcy ................
P. M'CnrLhv............
R. Sim.....................
■fj. Smith .................
J. E. Thompson ...
W. Watson
........
E. Clark ................
J. Davie .................
A. ChatfieM............

46
56
62
41
40
32
38
24
25

1865
1874
1875
1878
1879
1879
1881
1883
1882

17

6

7
8

9
10
11

8

7
4
3
3
i

22
20

144
144

Pluto.
"Vulcan

do
do
do
do
do
do

......................... 17
.......................... 8
...... ..................
7
4.
..........................
3
............ ...........
3
........................

do
do

..........................
..........................

144
144
144
144
144
144
144
144
144

Newcastle.
Hunter.
Hercules.
Hunter.
Eitzroy.
Clarenoe,
Samson,
Than.
Ulysses.

Carpenter ........................

Certificate of competency by Marine Board,
N.S.W., ns mate of a coast trade ship.
No. 236.

Mechanical—Geade B.—Stmkebe, Boilermakers’ Assistants, Machine Attendants, Ac.

1 ||J. Kelly .............. 38
2 C. Hurt................... 31
3 E. Bolin ............... 41
4 W. Prior .............. 37
5 W. Cullen.............. 26
6 W. Scad den.......... 22
44
7 T. Rowe ......... .
8 J. Wulsh .............. 37
9 A. Robertson ...... 44
10 J. Aldous.............. 42
11 H. Daniels .......... 35
12 Wm. Lloyd.......... 25
13 W. Woods .......... 23
14 J. Cavill .............. 23
15 T Cronin.............. 20
16 A. Pack.................. 18
17 E. Hutchings ....... 18

4
4
4

7
Striker .............. ...........
do
...................... 6
6
do
......................
2
do
......................
do
..................... 4
do
.......*.............. 3
2
do
......................
Boilermakers’ Assistant, 3
Striker .......................... 12
Engineers1 A&sislanfc ...
do
......................
Hammerman, Ac........... i
4
Striker .........................
Oiler.............................. 1
Machine Atteud&nt,. ...

2

Boilermakers' Assistant

1873
1876
1876
1877
1878
1879
1875
1881
1870
1881
1881
1882
1878
1878
1878
1882
1880

9
6
6
5
4
3
7
2
12
1
1

1868

14

i

120
120
120
120
120
120
120
120
120
120
120
120
104
104
75
60

Samson.
Newcastle.
Hunter,
-Newcastle.
Titan.
Clarence.
Vulcan.
Newcastle.
Pluto.
Minos.
Clarence.
Beta.
Eitzroy.
Newcastle.
do
Dione.
Newcastle.

Nautical—Grade A.—Masters oe Tugs.
Ccrtiflcato of competency by Marine Board, N.S.WH
as extra master of a foreign-going ship.

1

J. M. Hutton ....... 53

2
3

Temporary Master
in charge.
R. Donald.............. 45

1877

5

Certificate of soruoo by Marine Board, N.S.W., as
master of a coast trade ship. No. 2. Certificate
of competency as pilot for Sydney, Twofold
Bay, Moruyu, Newcastle, Wollongong, Mnelcay,
Numbuccra, Bellinger, Clarence, Shoalhaven,

4

J. Williams..........

44

1859

23

Certificate of service by Marine Board, N.S.W., as
master of a coast trade ship. No. 185.

6

J. Bissett..............

56

1873

9

Achilles... . Certificate of competency by Marine Board, N.S.W.,

6

D. Harding .........

62

1875

7

Dione,

7

E. Shecd ..............

49

ISSO

2

8

G. Budd ..............

55

1878

4

9

C. Adams..............

39

1870

12

10

J.Tbain.................. 44

1870

12

Hector

Certificate of competency as master of acoaattrade ship by Murine Board, N.S.W.

11

J. M'Dougall ....... 48

1875

7

Scylla

12

A, Murray..............

34

1875

7

Certificate of competency by the Lords of the Com
mittee of Privy Council for Trade as master in
the Merchant Service. Certificate of competency
as pilot for ports of Sydney, Newcastle, and
Twofold Bay.
Certificate of couuxstoney by Marino Board, N.S.W
as master of a coast trade ship. No. 123

Thetis
Ajax ...

No BSS.

* Entitled to precedence over No. 1 Coxswaip.

10 years previous service.

as master of a foreign-going ship. No. 87.
Pilotage certificate limited to vessels under 200
tons to Sydney and Newcastle ports, Marine
Board, N.'S.W. No. 147.
Certificate of service by Marine Board, N.S.W.,
as master of a coast trade ship. No. 110.
Certificate of service by Marine Board, N.S.W., as
master of a coast trade ship. No. 23.
Certificate of service by Marine Board, N.S.W., as
master of a coast trade ship. No 05, Pilotaga
certificate, Marine Board, N.S.W., for Sydney and
Newcastle. No 57S.
Certificate of competency by Marino Board, N.S.W.,
as master of a coast trade ship.

U 6 ycare previous service.

11
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'Ejg
©c

Name.

JOJh ■
P-E

],£ «
Age. Joined t jfl-p
Sen-ice. g g
i
>< CO

Capacity,

£ p-3.
RS

7143
CO

Where now
employed.

Qualification.

Nautical—Grade B—Mates oe Dredges, &c.

i *S. Cronin .............. 45
2 S. Haro.................. 33

1858
1870

24
12

3

T. Hnrland .......... 6G

1864

18

do

4

W. J. Rivers.......... 43

1872

10

5 fT. Pftrkor .............. 51
e JS. Mnicolin ........... 40

1872
1873

10
9

7
8
9

E. Ling.................. 40
R. W. Johns........... 51
R. Rireh .............. 50

1872
1874
1877

10
8
5

D. M'Laron..........

1871

11

10

39

11

37

1873

9

12

A. Jack ................. 38

1874

7

13
14

A. Harding ........... 41
W. George.............. 40

18G8
1875

L4
7

2
12

168
168

.....

18

156

do

...........

9

156

fin

...

3
2

156

2
5

Certificate of competency by Marine Board, N.S.W.,
as master of a coast-trado ship. No. 445.

Archimedes.

Certificate of competency as master of a ccast-tradc
ship by Marine Board, N.S.W. No. 201

1BG
156
156

Certificate of competency by Pilot Board of N-S-IV.
for the ports of Sydney, Newcastle, Manning,
Macleay, and Richmond. No. 1,461. Certificate of
service by Marine Board, N.S.W., as master of a
coast-trade ship. No. ISO.

Cerlificnte of sevvioo by Marino Board,
N.S.W., as mete of a foreign-going ship.

156
1
do

.......

do
...........
2nd mate .......................

Master’s certificate of sen ice by Rcffistrar-General
of Seamen, London, by order of Board of Trade.
Thirty-one years scmcc in coasting and foreign
trade as appd. mates and master. No. 73,Still
Certificate of discharge as mate of s.s. “ Xnuthe.”
Certificate of competency, Marine Board, N S.W.tag
master of a coastdradc ship. No. 412.

l fiB

Certificate of competency by Marine Board, N.S.W.,
as master of a coast-trade ship. No. 40!).

156

Clarence ..

156
141

Pluto.
Newcastle.

Certificate of competency by Marine Board, N.S.W.,
as master of a coast-trade ship. No. 443.

Nauiicat,— Grabi, 0—Coxswains.

1
2

M, Sullivan ........... 56
J. W Justin......... 60

1852
I860

30
22

3
4
S
6
7

J. Sullivan .............
J. Latimer .............
J. Riven.................
W. Coulter ..........
L. Reeracr.............

1867
1863
1872
1874
1875

15
19
10
8
7

1375
1875
1875
1874
1875
1875
1875

7
7
7
8
7
7

do

do
do
do
do

......................
.......................
......................
......................
......................

41
44
47
34
41

Coxswain ..................... 28
do
...................... 22
do
do

.....................
......................

do

........................

do
do

.....................
.....................

do
do

.....................
.......... ...........

120
120

Hercules.

14
14
10
7
G

120
120
120
120
120

Samson.
do
Hercules,
Filzrov.
Newcastle ,,

G
5
4
4

120
120
120
120
120
120
120

Newcastle,
Titan.
Archimedes.
Hunter.
Minos,
Hunter.

120
120
120
120
120

Samson.
Yuicnn.
Ulyses.
Clarence ..

Certificate of competency by Marino Board of
N S W. as master of a coa.sfc-triide ship. No. 340
Pilotage certificate by Marine Board of N.S.W,,
limited to vessels under 100 tons, for Sydney,
Newcastle, Wollongong, and Clarence River. No.
821.
Pilotage certificate by Marine Board of N.S.W. for
Sydney, Newcastle, Shoalhaven, Twofold Bay, and
Wollongong (unlimited), No. 1,7S7. Certificate of
service bj Marine Board of N.S.W. as master of a
coast-tradc ship. No, 176.

Certificate of competency by Marine Board, N.S.W.,
as master of a coasktradc ship. No, 459.

•
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

T. Jones ..............
C. Coin..................
J. Collins.............
G. Pritchard . ...
«T. Kahler .... ..........
W. Peterson.........
ii. Bastion ...........

15
16
17
18
19

J. Sullivan .........
J. Falconer ...........
M. Dompscv..........
H. Thistlcton .......
J Davies ..........

34
52
30
33
43

1873
1875
1376
1875
1875

7
7
6
7
7

20

J. Foley ............... 50

1330

2

do

......................

120

Charon ....

21

T. Coote ..............

36 . 1875

7

do

.....................

120

Yulcan.

40
31
34
36
41
36

do

.......................

do
do

......................
.....................
......................
....................

do

do

1
1
1
1
1

1

Certificate of competency by Marine Board, N.S.W,,
as master of a coast-trade ship. No. 364. Pilotage
certificate, Marine Board, N.SW., limited to
vessels under 200 tons, and to the ports of New*
castle and ilncy. No 87!).

Certificate of competency by Marine Boaid of N.S.W,
w Master of a Coast-trade ship. No. 517.

Minos.

Wm'CmrAN.
1 §W. Johns............... 49

1875

7

Wnichinim

................. |

2 | 120 J Newcastle

Certificate of competency as master of a coast-trade
ship by Marine Board of N.S.W. No 620.

Nautical—Grade D.—A.B. Seamen, Cooks, and "Watchmen.

.T, ■Taylor ...

9

10
11

J. Rogers ...

52
40

1869
1875

F. E. Suter

66

P. 11‘Lean
J, Lenelmn
W. Cube! ...
T, Brown ...

63
58
46
32

1859
1863
1865
1872
1873

J\ Lewis

40

1873

9

M. Wood ..
B. Meetin..
J. Edwards

42
67
51

1874
1875
1875

8
7
7

14
7
23

L. Seaman....................
do
........ ..........

120
120

Thetis,

Cook ..............................

Yulcan

19
17
10
9

Seaman .........................
Cook .............................
Seaman ..........................
do
......................

104
104
104
104
104

do

......................

101

Watelimnn ..................
do
.................
do
..................

104
104
104

*Catj*mter 1 1 Hercules/' for ten years before being appointed mate of "Samson."
t Four years second captain of " Ajax” during night work.

Pluto.
Archimedes
Hercules.
Replunc ..

Certificate of comytctency by Marine Beard of N. S.W.
n5? master oi a coast^fcrade ship. No 486.
Certificate of service as app. seaman and mate by
Registrar-General of Seamen, London, No. 69,879,

Certificate of competency by Marine Board of N.S.W.
us master of a coast-trade ship.
Certificate of competency by Marine Board of
N S.W. as master of a coast-trudc ship. No. 10
Pilntngo certificate by Mai me Board of N.S.W,,
limited to vessels under 60 tons, for Sydney, New.
castle, Wollongong, Twofold Bay, and Manning,
Macleay, and Clarence Ri\crg. No. 54.

Reu-cnstlc.
Samson.

tThreo years 2nd captain of "Thetis" during night work.
§ Entitled to precedence o\ er No, 7 Coxswain.
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.sf

an

Name.

Age.

Joined
Service. ££
9J y
PUfl

Capacity.

c ? *;

e t un
|h fcta.
c5

>»3

43!s cc

Mliore now
employed.

Qualification.

D.—A.B. Seamen, Cooks, akj> Watchmen—
£
104
Seaman..........................
104
do
................ . .
104 A-j&x.
Brakesman ..................
104
Soaman...........................
104 Titan.
do ............. ............
104
do ..........................
104
do ................. ........
104
Cook..............................
104
Seaman..........................
104
Watchman ................
104
Seaman .........................
104
do ..........................
104 Archimedes.
do ...........................
104 Newcastle.
Cook
.........................
104
Seaman ............... ..........
104
Certificate of competency by Marine Board, N.S.W.,

Nautical—&kade

12 J. Burnett ...........
13 H. tfouvneux .......
14 E. Burry ...............
15 J, Burl....................
16 J. Arthurson .......
17 J. Bnfus ...............
18 W. Clarke...............
19 H. Anderson..........
20 * W. Bowers..........
21 W. Ware!...............
22 J. Bitzimons...........
23 F. Smith ...............
24 E. Darragh ...........
25 J, Ptirker..............
26 \V. Bates ..............
27 J. Brinkworth ......

53
41
39
42
39
40
34
48
46
40
39
30
32
38
42
28

1876
1875
1875
1876
1876
1876
1876
1877
1876
1877
1877
1877
1877
1877
1875
1877

7
7
7
6
6
6
6
5
6
5
5
5
5
5
7
5

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
4-1
45
4(3
47
48
40
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
G1
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75

57
22
42
43
33
39
38
42
30
58
43
21
27
58
34
35
47
40
30
35
43
32

6
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
2
7
5
1
1
1
1

25
36
29
24
30
24
21
35
34
22
31
26
23
30
33
23
22
26
23
31
23
34
28
30
58

1876
1877
1877
1878
1878
1878
1878
1878
1878
1878
1878
1878
1878
1880
1875
1877
1881
1881
1881
1881
1882
1881
1831
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1SS2
1882
1882
1882
1880
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1883
1867

T. Bourke.............. 21
J. Langdon ......... 30

1882
1882

as master of a coast-tradc ship No. 448.

76
77

Gr. Simmons..........
W. J. Itivcrs ......
B. Qtme..................
J. Ferguson..........
11. Ward ...............
J, Williams..........
t G-. Tiiorpo ...........
P. Foster ..............
J. Oliver..............
F. Boolin ...............
X W. Jones ...........
E. Fell .................
t H. Howell...........
C. Dutch ..............
M. Gcorgcaon .......
§ C. Coomber..........
J. Mercer...............
M. Egan ..............
T. Braden...............
K. Bmcy ............. .
T. D. A. Carpenter.
D. Phillips ..........
H. Ewing..............
y, JVIcKcg ..............
W. Knaggs ...........
VV. Milbir .............
W. E Eusscll ......
J. Clifford ...........
W. Towns ...........
J.
...........
E. .1. Nicholas.......
II, IV. Parker.......
J. W. Bratten ......
W. Hughes ...........
C. Boore ..............
A. Cameron..........
D. Adams.............
T. Sorrell..............
J. Underhay,.........
J. Tyrrell ..............
J. Mactison.........
W. Anderson .......
F. Johnson .........
A. Johnson ..........
A. Anderson.........
W. Elcholson ......
S. Strain ..............
W. Sayers .............

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

2

15

do .................... . ,,
do ...........................
do ..........................
do ...........................
do ..........................
do ..........................
do .....................
Jjadderman ................
Cook.............................
Seaman .........................
do ........................
do ...........................
do ..........................
Watchman .................
Cook..............................
do ..........................
Seaman..........................
do ...........................
Cook and Seaman ......
do ...........................
do ...........................
do ...........................
do
.......................
Cook..............................
Seaman..........................
do .........................
do ..........................
do ...........................
do ..........................
do .................. . ..
do ............ ..........
do ...........................
do ...........................
do ........................
do ................. ........
do ..........................
Cook and seaman ........
Seaman..............
.
do
..........................
Cook and seaman .........
Seaman.........................
do
..........................
do
.........................
do
.........
do
..........................
do
........................
\VaLehman ..................

104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
104
ini
104
104
104
104
104
101
104
104
104
104
104
lOt
104
104
104
104
104
104

Seaman.........................
Cook ..............................| ...

104
96

Charon.
Little Neil.
Clarence.
Minos.
Samson.
Clarence.
Hercules.
Charon.
Pluto.
Hunter.
Diom?.
Yulcan.
Cyclops.
Minos.
Cy clops.

Thetis.
do
Fitzroy.
Neptune.
do.
Achilles.
Thetis.
Charybdis.
Hector.
Ajax.
Neptune.
Clarence.
Certificate of competency as Pilot for Sydney for
any stcaimvcsscl (of whicli he nmy lie master)
wholly engaged in coasting, and does not exceed
8 feet draught of water. No. &I3.

Titan.

NiUTICAL GliADE E,—BOYS.
1
2
3
4
5

J. Hughes......... .
Gt. Price .............
P. Moran ............
C. Porter ..... .......
T. Eisk..............

18
19
19
17
16

18S0
1879
1880
1881
1882

* Ten j ears’ previous scn’icc.

2
3
2
1

Boy
do
do
do
do

..............................
................
......................
................
..................

1 3} years’ previous service.

2
3
2
1

75
75
75
75
60

Arcliimedes.
Fitzroy.
Charon.
Achilles.
Samson.

i 4 years’ previous scmcc.

5 2 years’ previous service.
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APPENDIX J.
List of Dredges, Tugs, and Punts, now in commission, with estimated

Dredge, Tag, and Punts.

ysIuo.

Estimated
present value-

Where working.

Name of Master.

Drodga began
to work.

"Newcastle"

“ Ajax”

3 iron 400-ton punts Newcastle Harbour..........

£
45,000

Jos. Rorison......

1875

“Samson"

"Thetis”

3 do. 350

Sydney Harbour............. .'

34,200

John Laing ......

1868

"Vulcan’’

“Dione”

23,000

John Ryfc..........

1861

“ Hunter”

“Cyclops”

2 do, &■ 1 wood punts Fisher’s Crossing, Hunter
River,
6 wooden punts ...... Newcastle Harbour..........

19,000

Joseph Mather,,.

1859

“ Hercules”

“ Ceres’’

3 iron punts........

Sydney Harbour...............

23,500

Alcxr. Halkett..

1843

2

rln

Macleay River...................

12,500

John Hamilton,.

1870

2

do...................... Stioalimren River...............

10,000

Thos. Brodie......

1862

do......................

23,000

John Robertson

1877

10,000

D. S. Kirkwood

1878

6,500

John Ryan ......

1872

11,600

Henry Orr .....

1881

do...................... Manning River.............

14,600

John Carrutlicrs

1882

do......................

Sydney Harbour..............

11,600

John Mather

1882

Sydney Harbour..............

12,000

Ten etose bottom punts not attached to any par
ticulur dredge ..................................................... . Sydney Harbour...............

7,000

Total.......................

263,500

“ Fitzroy”
“ Pluto”

“Pearl"

" Clarence”

“Little Nell” 2

do.

“ Archimedes” “Scylla”

1 iron & 1 wood punt Hawkeshury River...........

“ Titan”

“ Hector”

4 wooden punts ......

“Charon"

“Achilles"

2 iron punts...............

“ Ulysses”

“ Charybdis" 2

"Minos”

—

“ Neptune"

3

St cum hopper barge

Myall Ri ver......................

1882

APPENDIX K.
Statement giving a hat of the Dredging Plant now under construction, with the names of the Contractors, Amount of

the Contracts, and specified date of completion.
Particulars of Plant now under construction.

One steam hopper barge for Dredge Service

JE B. d.
............... Mort’s Dock and En 10,237 10 0
gineering Company.

Four 240 tons hopper silt punts......................................
Small eteam tug for Coast Lake Dredges

Amount of
Contract.

Name of Contractors.

.i4

Do.

do,

... 11,000 0 0

,,, Being built at the Filzroy Dock.

Specified date of completion.

31 March, 1882.
(1st punt on 9 May, 1883.
)2nd „ 9 Aug., „
) 3rd „
9 Nov., „
(.4th
„
9 Fob., 1884.

APPENDIX L.

ScjiepuIjE to Droclgc Service Estimate, showing probable expenditure of Vote, but contingent on such alterations (within the limits o£ the Vote) as the exigencies of the Service
may from time to time demand.
Notb.—Any alterations from the arrangements of 1882 are shown in the notes below
o

Designation of Office.

“ NVwcnM.)e”
working 2 d
lndtic-is.
£

■ Clerk
.
.. “ ..
1
Masters and Chief Engineers l
Mates..............................
. -j
ISIS
Coxswains
Seamen
Engineers
Firemen
Blacksmiths
Strikers
Carpcnlerg
Painters

..
..
,.
............................
..............................
..
.
..
.
..
.
...............................
.
.
.,
...............................

'* £*m&on ”
ttOrking 2 d
£
IkcUIgi-^
£

325 1

‘‘Hunter
working 2
ladders.

©
55

£

325 1

*' Vulcun." £ 41 Hercules.” c ■'ArOhiTnedes'
&
Wages or Crews ov Dredges.
£
£

325 i

300 1

150
1
10S
b168 i
150 1
2. it 120.. 240 8 at 120..3GQ 2 at 120. 240 2 at 120 .240 2 at 120 .240
2 at 104..208 2 at 104..203 2 at 104..208 3 at 104 312 5 at 104..520
144
1
156 1
lfi6 1
15C 1
IDG 1
1
144 1
144 1
144 1
120
144 1
]
■IGE 1
16S 1
16S 1
103
2 at 120,.240 1
120 1
120 1
120
1
144 1
144 2 at 144..288 1
144 i
144
1
132

.
..
.
..
..
.
..

1
240
I
320
3 at 104.. 312
1
240
1
392
3
120
1
104

“ Fiuroy.”

*300 1
1

£ “Huto” o “ Clarence ” o
£

£

£

£

1
150
o at 120 .240
2 mt 104..208
144
i
1
120

d

275 1
IDG 1

104
104

i
i

104 i
104 i

50 i
75 i
i
1948'15
1451 12
1SS211
Wages or Crkws ok Tugs.
'' (Isclons ”
” Ceres ”
“ Thetis ”
“■ Dione.”
“ belli*.”
192 i
216 i
144 1
i
240 1
192 i
1
120
..
i
3 at 104 312 2 at 104..20S 2 at i04 .203
at 104. 20S
180 i
21G i
144 i
1
240 1
192 1
1
132
1
120 ]
120 £'at 120 . 240
i
120 3

and Tup

And Tug

und Tag.

and Tug

4 Titan”—Myall River.
‘ Pluto”—Shoalhaven River.
‘ NcTMiastle” > x

t]

275

150 i

150 i

156 i

156 1

156 1

IDG

120 2 at 120..240 2 at 120. 240 1
120 1
104 3 at 104. 312 2 at 104..203 3 at 104. 312 3
1
144 1
144 X
144 1
132 1
120 1
120 1
120 i
144 1
168
1
144
120 1
120
104
1
i
144 1
144

120
104..312
144
120

104 i

104 i
i

104 1
104

fGO i
1505 12

75
1000 9

1
1
1299 10

120
*60 i
2067 ii

■' 75
une 11

12C

i

120

1
1
1

104
JIGS
*i20

2 at 104..20S i
J
102 i
i

and Tug.

and Tug.

aua Tug.

and Tup

12C

i

76 i
799 5

“Charon”
and Tug.

104

i

120

^5
©
-i
©
CP
t3

$5

O

104
102

&■

OS
©

120
75
633

“Minos

£
1,200

i
1,200

Total.

A P P E N D IX M,

4.705

w
2
S
c

GS220

3
O'
K>

tb
o
00
lo
InD
CD

CO
'co
to

OQ
N
Sf
<

o
hrj

©
w
©

•Hunter”
f^e^auue.
‘ Vulcan”—Hunter River
» Last >car this was £180, but the man then holding the position was promoted and the salary was reduced to £163, to assimilate it with the rates paid to the blacksmiths of the other double ladder Dredges,
t An Increase of £t per month has been made in the 1 catling boiler-maker’s wages, owing to ihe varied duties ho has to perform.
b It is proposed to increase the salary of the mate of the “ Hunter” from £156 to £16S, being the rate given to the mates of the other Dredges working two ladders.
n d • k Mucli inconvenience and expense having arisen by interchanging the engineers, firemen, and cooks of the second and third class Dredges, as they became entitled to promotion, it is proposed to place the
wages of these men in their respective classes at a uniform rate, the duties being similar.
The engineers of the “Titan” and "Fitzroy” will therefore, under this arrangement, be increased from £120
to £144- j»er annum ; the firemen of the fr Titan” and "Rcarl,” from £114 ami £10S, respect is'Cly, to £120 each ; and the cooks of the “ Titan” and “ Fitzroy,” from £9G to £104.
r s h 1 Boys arc interchanged in Dredges and Tugs as the requirements of the Service or promotion may demand. Last year there were nine boys at £-75, one at £60, and four at £50. It is now proposed to

£

Cl
s
O;

3
©
©

27j04

J The ,1 Pearl” being now a sca-going tug. It is thought desirable to increase the salaries of the uiarstcr arid engineer from £144 to £168 per annum respectively,
i The “ Huntor’s” contingent vole is increased from £2,000 to £3,000, necessitated by reason of her working two ladders instead of one as formerly, thus requiring extra tug power.
ra Lost year this amount was £9,173, which included the expenses of the Dredges “ Ulysses” and " Minos” not then scheduled, which is done in this Estimate.
" £225 was the estimated expenditure under this heading for last year, but it was subsequently found desirable to Increase it to £250 from the beginning of 1SS2.
0 Tugs at present attached to the other Dredges will be liberated to attend these when the Steam Hopper Barges are at work,
* The “Archimedes” is ically a third class Dredge, but the master being one of the oldest in tho Service it was not thought fair to reduce his salary to £275, the rate which by the new regulations is aifixed to
that class of Dredge.
That rating will, however, take place on the occasion of the first change in Die command.
The total increase of £4,705 on last year’s Estimates is made up as follows
£
£
£
“Hunter/' wages
,,
..
12
“Cyclojw/’wages..........................
10
Ulysses,” contingencies ..
.. 1,200
The new
,.
..
23
“Pearl,”
.....................................
CO
GO
Thencw
“Minos,”
,,
..
1,200
“Titan,”
,,
“Fitzroy,
,,
25
dredging
..
..
32
Clerk's
"
' ' '
“
..
..
10
“Hunter,” contingencies
[“Minos,”
„
,,
.. 1,405
“Clarence,” ,,
1,000
plant.
V.2 steam Hopper Barges and Tug .. 4,000
“Charon,”
„
25
3,312
10 % on salaries and wages ..
13,883
9,178
Less amount voted for two new Dredges and plant not scheduled last year, but which now appear in Schedule..
—

o
H

Cb

0

B39G
33123
3312
36435

“ Circes.'*

‘ Fitxroy”—Macleay River
‘ UIvesos”—Manninjr River.
* MhiOS”—Moruya lilvor
* Clarence”—Clarence River

Q
o
3
ET.
0
09
©
0
©

1,405 24977

1,470 n
o

^PCarl”
ec Charybdis "
“ Achillea."
“ Hector '*
“TJttlcNcH”
168 3
192 1 J103 1
102
204 i
104
ISC

a.

144

104 i

09
©

0->

104

-104 i

104 i
144 1

o
3

iTntnl
1
400
250

275 1

£
£
£
Coals, stores, repairs, renewals, and all other
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
2,000
1,500
4,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
1,500
2,000
2,000
incidental expenses....
..,
3,894
i 3,000
To pro\ ido for salaries, stores, and ail oilier incidental expenses for two new Steam Hopper Barges and one new Steam Tug which u ill be In service during 1883, and for emergencies
The Dredges are at present stationed os under —

r Samson”
\
'£ Hercules”
v Sydney.
,f Charon'’
)
“ Archimedes”—Hawkeshury River.

£

27S i

i
75
75 i
‘60 3
950 2
0
1104 G
288 4
530 4
5901 4
560 6
12G3 8
7871 Ol
700 7
Temporary addition of 10 % on salaries and wages to meet increased cost of living ..
•k
Contingencies of Dredges an d Tugs.
Fitrroy” “Pluto” “Clarence”
fl Xe>\<-.a8Ue' '* Snmson ■ 1 H^mlrr' “ Vulcan" “Hiti ulrs" “ATclHmndpi" “ Titnn"

&mt Tuir

£

275 i

i

*104

“ Minna.”

£

6

B

“ Ulyfi'-cE.”

275 i

i

and Tng

d
£

275 i

1
120 1
120 i
2 at 104. 208 2 at 104 .208 i
3
<■144 1
c144
*1120 1
120 i
1
1
144 1
156 i
1
120 1
104 i
144 1
144 i
1

104 1
104

“ CharOU ”

£

£

1

Brakesmen
.
.
.. 2 at 104 .203 2 at 104..205 2 at 104..203
Oilers..............................
. 1
304
Cooks
..
..
..
.
1
104 i
104 i
304 1
Watchmen
............................
1
104 i
104 i
104 1
Leading Boiler-maker
., ti
fl80
Boiler-makers .,
,.
, 1
10S
120
BnOiT-malicre A IJnztnrer'a Aunts I
Boys
............................................ 2 at 75. 150 i
CO
25
2260 16
2233[1£
3327jl7
Masters ..
..
..
Leading Seamen
..
Seamen..............................
Engineers
.
..
Leading Firemen
..
Firemen
..
.
Cooks............................
Boj's
..
..
..

300 1

<r Titan.”

ts3
to

05

©

Where there are no references to notes, the rates, &cM for 1882 have been adhered to for 1883.
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APPENDIX M.
List of Principal Officers at present in the Dredge Service.
Name,

Division,

Dredge.

Office.

Date Of first appoint
ment ia Pulilic Service.

Salary.

Remarks,

£
Appointed Inspee- 400 per annum... * Previously held an ap
pointment as Dredge
"tor 28 April,
Master for 14J years.
1880. *
Appointed Clerk 1 250
January, 1882. +

Clerk ......................

T. J, Crcmen.......

A 1

Engineer and Master Samson...............

„

1 August, 1868 ... 325

„

\ 2

1 May, 1870 ......

325

„

Joseph Mather ...

A 3

Hunter............... 22 Sept., 1874 .....

325

H

D. S. Kirkwood

B 1

1 Nov., 1864 ....... 300

„

23 Sept,1872 ....... 300

„

15 Nov., 1876 ...... 300

„

C 1

June, 1868 ...... 275

„

f! 5}

275

„

>>

it

Archimedes ......

Tt 9,
Yuloan ..............

B 3

John Carruthcrs..

C 3

tt

))

Ulysses..............

October, 1873... 275

„

Thomas Brodie ..

C 4

)7

It

Pluto..................

June, 1877 ......

275

„

John Hamilton ..

C 5

ji

Fitzroy..............

March, 1881 ... 275

„

Titan..................

July, 1875 ....... 275

„

Minos................

February, 1882 275

„

i

G 6

John Mather.....

C 7

il

})

f Previouslyheld an appoint
ment as Clerk in another
Department of the Har
bours and Rivers Office
for
years.
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Dfjtaffflm showin6 quantit y of Sand & Rock
Dredged Yearly wNewcastle Harbor jH
900000

From 1852

to

1882

800000

700000
Dredge

600000

Hunter

Rock

Do
Do

Do
Sand
Vulcan Do

Do

NEWfkASTLE Do

500000

400000

I
300000

200000

SOOOOO

i

k.

50000
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$u/ 19 Dredges
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PHOTO-J-ITHOGRAPHED AT THE GOVT. PRINTING OFFICE,
SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES.
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APPENDIX N.
The Harbour Master, Newcastle, to Tho President, Marine Board.
gjr

Harbour Office, Noirenb tic, 16 Juno, 1882.
1
1 have the honor to forward for your information copies of soundings in the fairway of this harbour, taken under
favourable circumstances, 27/4/81 and '82, which shows a steady increase in the depth of water over those taken in 1880.
I'bis serves to confirm my opinion expressed in letter on that subject dated 30/4/80. The increased depth of water is owing
to tho very large amount of dredging done in the harbour, thereby admitting a largo volume of water, which has greatly
increased the scouring influence between tho Southern Breakwater and the Northern Eetaining Wall (or Breakwater), The
latter has had the effect of removing a large sand-spit, which was partly above water, running out from Scott’s Point, and
caused a very dangerous eddy that docs not now exist. Where it was dry, there is now 8 feet of water at low tide, and I have
no doubt that, if tho Retaining Wall is kept in repair, there will soon be 20 feet, thus giving about 150 feet more width in
the narrowest and most intricate port of the harbour.
j
■> -i
The North Channel still continues to increase in depth through the same influence. I may note that the much dreaded
Oyster Bank, abreast of Nobby’s, is now a tiling of the past; where there was only 7 feet there is now 19. All these increased
depths in the fairway and North Channel, where tho dredges have never been employed, must be the result of extensive
dredging in the harbour, which has caused a great scour iu the fairway, ns already expressed.
I have also forwarded copies of soundings taken across tho harbour in I860, with those taken on the same lines of bear
ings in May, 1882 ; which must be interesfing to all concerned, as they show the enormous quantity of silt that has been
removed, to obtain the present accommodation. You will observe the position of the Red Buoy on the south elbow of tho
Horse-shoe, where there was only 4£ feet, there is now 20 feet at low-water; also, the White Buoy on the north arm of the
Horse-shoe, where there was 10 feet there is now 21 feet at low-water. Both of these buoys have been removed, being no
longer required. The deep water extends a considerable distance to the westward beyond what is shown on the chart, until
tho end of the high-level coal staiths comes in line with cathedral.
Within a short distance off tho wharf, there is not less than 23 feet across the harbour, over a sand-bank that formerly
dried at low-water {see chart enclosed); but, notwithstanding all that has been done, ft great deal more space is required to
meet the requirements of the largo ships and steamers now visiting this port.
It was only a few days ago that 50,000 tons of shipping were safely moored in this port {which proves its capabilities),
that a few years ago was a mass of sand-banks forming dangerous eddies and intricate navigation. Such is the result of judici
ous engineering, ivhieli has made this oneo dreaded harbour to be perfectly secure, and safe to enter or leave by day or night.
I have, &c.,
D. T. ALLAN,
Harbour Master.
Tho Marine Board submits that this letter, with the accompanying plans, may be forwarded for the information of the
Engiuccr-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers.—By order, G-.L., 20/6/82. The Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade.
I Lave read tins report 'vvitli much pleasure, and it tuby now, Tvitli accompanying plana, be forwarded to the Secretary
for Bublic Works (first making a copy and retaining it for my information), for the information of his department. J.W.,
24/6/82.
Tho Under-Secretary for Public Works, with plan.—B.O., Gl.B., 26/6/82.
Harbours and Rivers, with plan.—B.O., J.ll., 28-29|6/82.
_
Noted. I was already aware of the improvements which have taken place in Newcastle.—E.O.M., 29/6/82.

[One diagram and four plans.]

Sydney: Thomas Richafds, Government^Printer.—1883.

[3s. Gd.]
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SOUNDINGS TAKEN ACROSS THE HARBOR
*

----- DEC? I860 AND MAY 1882.-----LOW WJfTE/r LINE
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AT SPRINGSS FEET,

SOUNDINGS TAKEN mO

AT NEAPS Z’ft FEET.
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PHOTO-U rHOQRAPHED AT THE QOVT. PRlMTtNQ OFFICE.
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1883.
NEW SOUTH WALES.

WHARFAGE AND TONNAGE RATES ACT OF 1880.
(ADDITIONAL REGULATION UNDER.)

JJrfscutri) to $arliainfut, pursuant to JLt 44 'Bir. $o. B, S(c. 14.

ADDITIONAL WTIAJtF EEODLATION.
The Treasury, Now South Wales, ISth December, 1882.
It Is hereby notified, for general information, that His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the

Executive Council, has been pleased to frame the following “ Additional Wharf Regulation,” under and
pursuant to tho provisions of the Act 44 Vic. No. 8.
1

JAMES WATSON.

ADDITIONAL REGULATION UNDER TEtE "WHAREAGE AND TONNAGE RATES ACT OE 1880”
(44 YIC. No. 8.)

Bestkictioit

of use of

■

Boatmek’s Stairs,

No vessel shall berth at the Stairs or any other part or portion of any public wharf which is, or
may hereafter be, set aside for use only by the boats of Licensed Watermen and other rowing boats,
except permission to do so shall have been previously obtained from the officer in charge of such Public
Wharf; and tho owner or master of any vessel other than those specified, occupying or attempting to
occupy the same for the landing or embarking of passengers, or for other purposes, without such
permission as aforesaid, shall be subject to a penalty of ten pounds for each offence, the procedure for
recovering which shall be in accordance with that of the regulations for the management of the Public
Wharfs, published in Government Gazette, No. 344, of 24th August, 1880.

[3i.]

30—

128

NEW SOUTH WALES.

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACTS, 1854 TO 1880.
(DESPATCH RESPECTING AMENDMENT OF,)

j'Jixseutcit io JhiTliiimmi ini Ciominanli.

The Treasury, New South Walea,
10th January, 1883.
His Excellency the Governor directs the publication, for general information, of the following Circular Despatch from the
Secretary of Slate for the Colonies, transmitting copy of the Imperial Act, J5 and 4C> Victoria, cap. 76, passed in the late Session
of the Imperial Parliament to amend the Merchant Shipping Acts 1854 to 1880, with respect to Colonial Courts of Inquiry,
GEORGE R. DIBBS.
(Circular.)
Downing-streot,
Sir,
25th September, 1882.
I have the honor to transmit to you, for the information of
your Government, a copy of the Imperial Act, 45 and 46
Victoria, cap. 76, passed in the late Session of Parliament to
amend the Merchant Shipping Acte, 1854 to 1880, with respect
to Colonial Courts of Inquiry.
I have, &e.,
KIMBERLEY.
The Officer Administering
the Government of New South Wales.
Chapter 76.

An Act to amend tho Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1880,
with respect to Colonial Courts of Inquiry. [18th August,
1882.]
Whebeab it is expedient to amend the Merchant Shipping
Acts, 1864 to 1880,17 & 18 Vic., c. 104, Am., with respect to
Inquiries held in British possessions abroad into charges of
incompetency or misconduct on the part of masters, mates, or
engineers of ships, or into shipwrecks or other casualties
affecting ships:
Be it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temoral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and
y the authority of tho same, as follows:—
Short title,

1. This Act may be cited as the Merchant Shipping (Colonial
Inquiries) Act, 1882.
Construction el Act.
2. This Act shall bo construed as one with the Merchant
Shipping Act, 1854i, and tho Acts amending the same, and the
said Acts and this Act may be cited collectively os tho Mer
chant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1882.
Colonial Courts or tribunals to have jurisdiction to make inquiry into
charges of misconduct or incompetency and stopping casualties in
certain cases occurring outside the limits of the colony.

3. Every court or tribunal which is already authorised or
which may hereafter bo authorised by tho legislative authority
in any British possession to make inquiry into charges of
16—

incompetency or misconduct on the part of masters, mates, or
engineers of ships, or as to shipwrecks or other casualties
affecting ships, shall in the cases following, that is to say,—
I. When the incompetency or misconduct has occurred on
board of a British ship on or. near the coaste of the
British possession or on board of a British ship in
the course of a voyage to a port within the British
possession:
II. When the incompetency or misconduct has occurred in
any part of tho world on board a British ship regis
tered in the British possession :
III. When the shipwreck or casualty occurs to a British
ship on or near the coasts of the British possession or
to a British ship in tho course of a voyage to a port
within the British possession :
IV. When tho shipwreck or casualty occurs in any part of
the world to a British ship registered in the British
possession:
V. When tho master, mate, or engineer of a British ship
who is charged with incompetency or misconduct
on board of such British ship is found in the British
possession:
VI. When some of the crew of a British ship which has
boon wrecked or to which a casualty has occurred, and
who arc competent witnesses to the facts, are found
in the British possession :
Wherever the incompetency, misconduct, shipwreck, or casualty
has occurred, have the same jurisdiction as such court or
tribunal would have had if such incompetency, misconduct,
shipwreck, or casualty hod occurred within the ordinary juris
diction of such court or tribunal, hut subject to all provisions,
restrictions, and conditions which would have been applicable
if they had so occurred : Provided that no inquiry shall be
held under this Act into any shipwreck, or other casualty, or
charge of incompetency or misconduct, which has once been
the subject of such an inquiry and has been reported on by any
competent court or tribunal in any part of Her Majesty's
dominions, or in respect of which the certificate of a master,
mate, or engineer has been suspended or cancelled by a naval

130
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court; and provided deo, that where any inquiry has been
commenced in the United Kingdom no inquiry shall be made
in the same case under the authority of this Act in any British
possession.
In ail the above cases the “ British possession" shall mean the
British possession by the legislative authority whereof the court
or tribunal is authorised to make inquiry.
Colonial legislative authorities empowered to authorise inquiries into
shipping casualties and charges of misconduct and incompetence in
certain cases.
4. Tho legislative authority in any British possession is hereby
empowered to authorise courts or tribunals to make inquiries in
tbe cases enumerated in the last preceding section of this Act
into charges of incompetency or misconduct on the part of
masters, mates, or engineers of ships, or as to shipwrecks or
other casualties affecting ships, subject to the provisions in the
last preceding section of this Act mentioned.
Suepcnston or cancellation of certificates.
5. The powers of suspending or cancelling the certificate of
any master, mate, or engineer of a ship, conferred by the provi
sions of the Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1880, iipon or after
any inquirv or investigation held under the provisions of the
said Acts, shall be applicable to and be exercised upon or after
any inquirv bv any court or tribunal authorised by this Act, or
authorised'by'the'legislative authority of any British possession
under the powers conferred by this Act. Such power of suspen
sion or cancellation shall be exercised by tbe court or tribunal
holding the inquiry in the manner provided by section twentythroe of the Merchant Shipping Act Amendment Act, 18G2,
25 nnd 2G Tic., c. 63, and tho Board of Trade shall in such
cases have all the powers conferred upon them by the said
section.

Appeal from Colonial Courts.
6- Whenever any inquiry authorised by or in pursuance of
this Act has been held, a rehearing of tho ease may he ordered,
and if an application for such rehearing has not been made or
has been refused, an appeal shall lie from any order of finding
of tho court or tribunal holding such inquiry to the following
court, namely, the Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Division of
Her Majesty’s High Court of Justice in England :
Provided always, that no appeal shall lie from any order or
finding in an inquiry into a casualty affecting a ship registered
in a British possession, or from any decision respecting the
suspension or cancellation of the certificate of a master, mute, or
engineer, unless such certificate Las been granted under tho
authority of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, or any Act
amending the same, or of the Merchant Shipping Colonial
Act, 1869, 32 nnd 33 Tic., c. 11.
Any such appeal shall be subject to and conducted in
accordance with such conditions and regulations as may froiVt
time to time be prescribed by general rules made under section
thirty of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1876, 39 and 40 Tic.,
c. 80.
Repeal of part of 17 & IS Ylct., c. 101, E. 242.
7. The words ,c and suoh report is confirmed by the governor
or person administering the government of such possession
in case (Y) of the cases enumerated in section two hundred and
fortj-two of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854t arc hereby
repealed, and this repeal shall be deemed to take effect fts if tho
said words had been expressly repealed by the Merchant Ship
ping Act Amendment Act, 1862. The confirmation of tho
report required by the said words shall be deemed to have been
no longer necessary after the passing of the Merchant Shipping
Act Amendment Act, 1862, as n condition precedent to tho
suspension or cancellation of the certificate of any master, mate,
or engineer.

Sydney : Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—'1683.
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1883.

Legislative Assembly.
NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

WATER FRONTAGE BETWEEN BRADLEY’S HEAD AND LANE COVE.
(TRACING SHOWING RESERVATIONS.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 1 May, 1883.

[Laid upon the Table in accordance with promise made in answer to No. 1 part of Question No. 1, Votes
No. SO, 9 March, 1883.]

RETURN

’

Tracing showing the reservations of water frontage at North

Shore, between Bradley’s Head and Lane Cove River, the alienations that have
taken place out of the original reservations, and the land now applied for and
in course of action.
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PLAN
SHEWING 100 FEET RESERVATIONS
INTHE
PARISH OF WILLOUGHBY
FROM LANE COVE RIVER TOBRADLEYSHEAD
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1883.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

MUNICIPALITIES.
(BOEOUG-H OF PARRAMATTA.—ADDITIONAL BY-LAWS.)

■JpusMiiei

Jjarlkm£nt, pursuant to JVrt 3113i£. ^to. 12, stt. 153.

Colonial Sccretttrj’s Office,
Sydney, 6th December, 1882.
'
BOROUGH OF PARRAMATTA—ADDITIONAL BY-LAWS.
Thd following By-laws, made by the Council of the Borough of Parramatta, haring been confirmed by His Excellency the
Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, are published in accordance with the requirements of the
“ Municipalities Act of 1867.”
HENRY PARKES.
No. 1. No person shall throw or place upon any street, crossing, or footpath in the Borough of Parramatta, any fruit,
fruit-skin, rind, or peel or any other vegetable matter.
No. 2. All persons standing or loitering upon any of the streets, footways, or other public places in the Borough of
Parramatta, to the inconvenience of the passers-by or in any way interrupting the traffic, shall discontinue to do so on being
required by any officer or servant of the Municipal Council of tho Borough of Pnrraniatta, or any police officer.
No. 3. Any street musician or vocalist shall when requested by any householder or his servant or by any officer or servant
of tho Municipal Council of the Borough of Parramatta, or by any police officer, depart from the neighbourhood of the premises
of such householder.
No. 4. Any person offending against any of the foregoing By-laws, shall for each offence upon conviction forfeit and jray
a penalty or sum not less than ten shillings nor exceeding ten pounds.
Passed by the Council of the Borough of Parramatta, on Monday, the fourteenth day of August, a.d. 1882.
(l.s.)
JOSEPH BOOTH,
Sydney Wickham,
_
Mayor.
Council Clerk.
No tehson shall be allowed to use any vehicle of any kind or adopt any temporary means whatever for the purpose of plying
his vocation whereby any number of persons may be attracted and congregated together on any street, road, footpath,
thoroughfare, or public place within the Borough of Parramatta, thereby interfering with or in any manner lessening the free
passage in any such street, road, footpath, thoroughfare, or public place; and any person so doing shall after being warned
to desist by any public officer or any officer of the Borough Council of Parramatta, either refusing or delaying to do so,
shall be deemed guilty of an offence against this By-law, and liable upon conviction to pay a penalty of not less than twenty
shillings nor more than five pounds.
.
Passed by the Council of the Borough of Parramatta, on Eriduy, the twenty-fifth day of August, a.d. 1SS2.
■
.
(l.s.)
JOSEPH BOOTH,
Sydney Wickham,
Mayor,
Council Clerk.

[3d.]
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

NUISANCES PREVENTION ACT,

1815.

(BOKOUGH OP yiCTOBIA.—BY-LAWS.)

$rf£f£ittefc io 33atlwm£nt, jmrsttani to ^ct 39 ^ic. go. 14, m. 18.

Colonial Scoretary’a Office,

Sydney, 4th January, 1883.
BOROUGH OF VICTORIA.
jjy-ijAWS.
The following By-laws, made by the Council of the Borough of Victoria, for carrying into offoct the provisions of the « Nuisances
mXhed'in lol^
Mnfinllf ^/HiB ExceUency the Govcrnor?wfth tho advice ofPtho ES^vc Cou“e
puDlisliert m accordance with the regutrements of the above cited Act.

HENRY PARKES.

For carrying into effect tho provisions of the " Nuisances
Prevention Act of 1875.''
1. Every person about to erect a closet, or form a cess-pit,
shall, before commencing any such work, give to the Council
Clerk seven days’ notice in writing of his intention, and of the
proposed position of sucli closet or cess-pit, and in default
thereof, or in ease of his commencing such work without such
notice, ho shall be liable to a penalty of not less than £1 nor
more than £5.
2- Ho closet shall be erected or cess-pit formed except in
such position as shall be approved by the Inspector of Nuisances
or other officer appointed by the Council, or shall be approved
by tho Counoil, and any person being guilty of a breach of this
By-law shall be liable to a penalty of not less than £1 nor more
than £5.
3. No cess-pit shall he less than 3 feet by 3 feet in length
and breadth internal measurement, nor of a less depth than 4
feet nor more than 6 feet below the ground surface; every
cess-pit shall have walls on each side of brick or stone at least
4^ inches thick built in cement and rendered at least £-inch
thick inside with cement so as to make it thoroughly water
tight, such cess-pits may be diminished, modified, or altered, as
circumstances may require in the opinion of tho Council or its
proper officer ; and any person having or making a cess-pit
contrary to this By-law, shall he liable to a penalty of not less
than £1 nor more than £5.
4. A separate closet shall ho provided for every tenement,
any broach of this By-law shall render tho person so offending
liable to a penalty of not less than £1 nor more than £5.
5. In dwelling-houses where tho number of persons who
shall ordinarily sleep there, exceed twelve, the capacity of the
cess-pit shall be increased by at least 4 cubic feet for every
person beyond the number of twelve persons, or else a separate
closet shall be provided for every twelve persona or fraction of
twelve, and any person guilty of a breach of this By-law, shall
be liable to a penalty of not less than £1 nor more than £5.
6. In schools or factories or other places of business where a
number of persons exceeding twelve shall reside, or be occupied
or employed, one closet shall bo provided for every thirty
persons, and if a cess-pit, such cess-pit shall be of a capacity of
80 cubic feet for every such thirty persons, and separate closets
for each sex.
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7. Every closet shall bo built with walls 7 feet high, and not
less than 3 feet 6 inches wide and 4 feet 6 inches long internal
measurement, with a door capable of being fastened and pro
vided with a fastening on the inside, and any person having or
building a closet contraty to this By-law, shall bo liable to a
penalty of not less than £1 nor more than £5.
8. When two or more closets adjoin eaeli other there shall be
a sufficient dividing wall not less than 9 inches in thickness
between each closet, and such wall shall extend from the bottom
of the cess-pit or closet to the roof of the closet so as to effect
a complete separation, and any person having or building closets
adjoining each other contrary to this By-law, shall be liable to a
penalty of not less than £1 nor more than £5.
9. The top of every cess-pit shall not be less than 6 inches
higher than the highest part of the ground immediately adjoin
ing it, and any person having or building a ccss-pit contrary to
this By-law, shall be liable to a penalty of not less than £1 nor
more than £5.
10. No cess-pit shall he built under any dwelling-house, nor
less than 6 feet therefrom, and any person having or building a
cess-pit contrary to this By-law, shall be liable to a penalty of
not less than £1 nor more than £5,
11. If any alteration shall bo requisite, in the opinion of the
Inspector of Nuisances, or any officer of the Council appointed
in that behalf for preserving public health or decency in the
case of any existing ccss-pit or closet, tho Inspector of Nuisances
or other officer shall report the same to tho Council, and if the
Council shall adjudge such cess-pit or closet to be injurious to
health, or opposed to decency, the same shall bo altered by the
occupier or owucr of the promises upon which such cess-pit or
closet exists, after due notice has been served upon such owner
or occupier, and should such owner or occupier neglect or refuse
to alter the same, the Inspector of Nuisances or other officer
appointed by the Council, shall forthwith make the necessary
alterations, and the cost of same shall be paid by the owner or
occupier of the premises whereon the same shall be.
12. Until otherwise provided by the Council, all night-soil
shall bo removed from cess-pits by contract in water-tight
covered vehicles, between the hours of 11 o’clock in the evening
and 5 o'clock in the morning.
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13. Until and unless otlierwbe provided by the Council, all
night-soil shall be disposed of by burying in the earth.
14. The place of deposit shall be in such locality as may from
time to time be determined upon by the Council.
15. In case the Council shall sell or give away any nightsoil, the same shall be removed in the same manner as provided
for in section 12, and on being removed from the vehicles in
which it is carried shall be deodorized by chemicals, or in some
other manner, or covered with earth so as to prevent any
offensive smell arising therefrom, any person guilty of a breach
of this By-law shall be punishable by a penalty of not less than
£1 nor more than £20.
16. The Inspector of Nuisances or other officer appointed by
the Council may visit and inspect any premises or do any work
authorised by the " Nuisances Prevention Act of 1875,” therein
on all days except Sundays and public holidays between the
hours of 10 o’clock in the morning and 4 o’clock in the evening.
17. No person shall be at liberty without the permission of
the Council or of tlie Inspector of Nuisances or other officer
appointed by the Council in that behalf, to use on his own
premises any night-soil brought from elsewhere, and any person
committing a breach of this By-law shall be liable to a penalty
of not less than £2 nor more than £10.18
18. Every person shall be at liberty to use on his own pre
mises all night-soil collected, thereon, by burying the same at
least 2 feet in the earth, but if any nuisance shall arise there
from he shall be Liable to a penalty of not less than £1 nor
more than £5.

10. Any person desirous of creeling an earth-closet shall be
at liberty to do so after giving notice of his intention to the
Council, provided proper provision is made for carrying it out
to the satisfaction of tho Council or the Inspector of Nuisances,
and all night-soil shall be removed therefrom once in four days,
or oftener if required, and buried in the earth, and every person
infringing this By-law shall be liable to a penalty of not less
than £1 nor more than £5.
20. It shall be the duty of the Inspector of Nuisances to
furnish tho Council with a report every three months containing
a list of persons proceeded against for nuisances within this
Borough, specifying the dates and giving particulars of each
case.
■
21. The Council may, after due application, recover such
sums for tho emptying of cess-pits or attendance on earthclosets, at such rates ns may from time to time be decided upon
and fixed by the Council to bo charged in respect of such ser
vices.
22. In any case where no special penalty is fixed in these
By-laws for any breach of the same, tho maximum penalty
for any such breach shall be £20 and the minimum £1, unless
otherwise provided by the “Nuisances Prevention Act of
1875."
'
Made and passed by the Municipal Council of the Borough
of Victoria, this 2nd day of October, 1882.
(l.s.)
FREDERICK SMITH,
Mayor.
Waiter G. Wn.T.ryoToy, Council Clerk.

Sjilney; Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—ISf 3.
[3d.]
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NEW SOUTH WAXES.

NUISANCES PREVENTION ACT, 1875.
(BOROUGH OF EAST ST. LEONARDS—BY-LAWS.)

JIrcsentcIi tu ^arltamfut, pursuant to JUt 39 Uir. 4I0.14, sec. IS.

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Sydney, 9th December, 1882.
BOROUGH OF EAST ST. LEONARDS—BY-LAWS.
The following By-laws made by the Council of the Borough of East St-Leonards, for carrying into offoct the provisions of the
'‘Nuisances Prevention Act 1875,” having been confirmed by Lis Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive
Council, are published in accordance with the requirements of the above cited Act.
HENRY PARKES.
BOROUGH OF EAST ST. LEONARDS.
7. Every closet shall be built with walls seven feel high, and
not loss than three feet six inches wide, and four feet six inches
Br-XAW3for carrying intoeffect the provisions of the "Nuisances
long internal measurement, with a door capable of being fastened
Prevention Act of 1875.”
and provided with a fastening on tho inside ; and any person
1. Every person about to erect a closet, or form a cesspit, having or building a closet contrary to this By-law shall be
shall, before commencing nny such work, give to the Council
liable to a penalty of not less than one pound nor more than
Clerk seven days notice in writing of his intention and of l five pounds,
the proposed position of such closet or cesspit, and in default
8. When two or more closets adjoin each other there shall be
thereof, or in case of his commencing such work without such a sufficient dividing-wall not less than nine inches in thick ness
notice ho shall be liable to a penalty of not less than one
between each closet, and such wall shall extend from the bottom
pound or more than five pounds.
of the cesspit or closet to the roof of the closet, so as to effect
2. No closet shall be erected or cesspit formed except in a complete separation; and any person having or building closets
such position as shall be approved by the Inspector of Nuisances,
adjoining each other contrary to this By-law shall be liable to
or other officer appointed by the Council, or shall be approved
a penalty of not less than one pound nor more than five pounds.
by the Council, and any person being guilty of a breach of this
9. The top of every cesspit shall not bo less than six inches
By-law shall be liable to a penalty of not less than ouc pound
higher than the highest part of the ground immediately
nor more than five pounds.
adjoining it; and nny person having or building a cesspit
3. No cesspit shall be less than three feet wide by three feet contrary to this By-law shall be liable to a penally of not less
in length internal measurement, nor of a less depth than four than one pound nor more than five pounds.
feet, nor more than six feet below the ground surface; every
10. No cesspit shall be built under anj’ dwelling-house, nor
cesspit shall have walls on each side of brick or stone at least less than six feet therefrom ; and any person having or building
four and a half inches thick built in cement, and rendered at a cesspit contrary to this By-law shall be liable to a penalty
least half-an-inch thick inside with cement, including bottom of of not less than one pound nor more than five pounds.
the cesspit, so as to make it thoroughly watertight; euch cesspits
11. If any alteration shall he required in the opinion of the
may be diminished, modified, or altered, as circumstances may
require, in the opinion of the Council, or its proper officer j and Inspector of Nuisances, or any officer of the Council appointed
nny person having or making a cesspit contrary to this By-law in that behalf for preserving public health or decency in the
shall be liable to a penalty of not less than one pound nor more ease of any existing cesspit or closet, the Inspector of N uisances
or other officer of the Council shall report the same to the
than five pounds.
Council, and if the Council shall adjudge such cesspit or closet
4. A separate closet shall be provided for every tenement.
Any breach of this By-law shall render the person so offending to be injurious to health, or opposed to decency, the same shall
liable to a penalty of not less than one pound nor more than he altered by the occupier or owner of the premises upon which
such cesspit or closet exists, after due notice has been served
five pounds.
5. In dwelling-houses where the number of persons who shall upon such occupier or owner; and should such occupier or owner
ordinarily sleep there exceed twelve the capacity of tho cess neglect or refuse to alter the same the Inspector of Nuisances
pit shall bo increased by at least four cubic feet for every or other officer appointed by the Council, shall forthwith make
tho necessary alterations, and the cost of the same shall be paid
person beyond the number of twelve persons, or else a separate
closet shall be provided for every twelve persons, or fraction of by the owner or occupier of the premises wherein the same
twelve ; and any person guilty of a breach of this By-law shall shall be.
12. The place of deposit shall bo in such locality as may from
be liable to a penalty of not less than one pound nor more than
time to time be determined upon by the Council.
five pounds.
13. Until otherwise provided by the Council, all night-soil
6. In schools or factories or other places of business where a
shall be removed from cesspits or earth dosets by contractor in
number of persons exceeding twelve shall reside, or bo occupied,
or employed, one closet shall be provided for every thirty watertight covered vehicles, between the hours of eleven o’clock
persons, and if a cesspit, such cesspit shall be of a capacity of in tho evening and five o’clock in tho morning.
eighty cubic feet for every such thirty persons, and separate
14. Until and unless otherwise provided by the Council, al
closets for each tex.
nightsoil shall be disposed of by burying in the earth.
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15. In ease the Council shall sell or give away any night-soil [ the earth; and every person infringing this By-law shall be
the same shall be removed in the same manner as provided for liable to a penalty of not less than one pound nor more than
in section 13 of these By-laws, and on being removed from the
five pounds.
vehicles in which it is carried shall be deodorised by chemicals,
20. Upon tho discovery of any nuisance arising from dead
or in some other manner, or covered with earth so as to prevent
any offensive smell arising therefrom ; any person guilty of a animals of any kind or species, it shall be the duty of the
breach of this By-law shall be punishable by a penalty of not Inspector of Nuisances to give notice to the owner thereof to
remove without delay, and destroy the same, within a period
less than one pound nor more than twenty pounds.
of six hours, and if not so removed or destroyed, to cause the
16. The Inspector of Nuisances or other officer appointed by
removal nud destruction of tho same at the c*ost of the owner
the Council, may visit and inspect any premises, or do any work
of the said dead animals.
authorized by the “ Nuisances Prevention Act of 1875 ” therein,
21, It shall be the duty of the Inspector of Nuisances to
an all days except Sundays and public holidays, between the
furnish the Council with a report every three months containing
hours of ten o’clock in the morning and fonr o’clock in the
a list of persons proceeded against for nuisances within this
evening.
Borough, specifying the dates and giving particulars of each
17. No person shall be at liberty, without the permission of case.
the Council, or of the Inspector of Nuisances or other officer of
22. The Council may, after due application, recover such sums
the Council appointed in that behalf, to use on his own premises for the emptying of cesspits, or attendance on earth-dosets, at
nny night-soil brought from elsewhere; and any person com such rates os may from time to time he decided upon and fixed
mitting a breach of this By-law shall be liable to a penalty of by the Council, to be charged in respect of such services.
not less than two pounds nor more than ton pounds.
23, In any ease where no special penalty is fixed in these
18. Every person shali be at liberty to use on his own By-laws for any breach of the same, the maximum penalty for
premises all night-soil collected thereon by burying the same any such breach shall be twenty pounds and the minimum one
at least two feet in the earth, but if nny nuisance shall arise pound, unless otherwise provided for by tho "Nuisances Preven
therefrom he shall be liable to a penalty of not less than one
tion Act of 1875.'’
pound nor more than five pounds.
19. Any person desirous of erecting an earth-closet shall be Passed by the Municipal Council of East St. Leonards, this
at liberty to do so after giving notice of hie or her intention to
fifth day of September, in tho year of our Lord one
the Council Clerk, provided proper provision is made for
thousand eight hundred and eigbty-two.
carrying it out to the satisfaction of the Council or the
(x,.s.)
GEO. M. PITT,
Inspector of Nuisances, and all night-soil shall be removed
therefrom once a week, or oftener if required, and buried in Geo. L. Coleman, Council Clerk.
Mayor.

PM.J

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1SS3

NEW SOUTH WALES.

MUNICIPALITIES.
(MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF MANLY.—BY-LAW.)

Jkajmiet) to ^adianunt, jmteaant to ^.ct 31 'Sic. $.0.12, etc. 1SS.

CoJonial Secretary’s Office,
Sydney, 4th January, I8S3.
'

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF MANLY.—BY-LAW.

.

Toy. following By-Law, made by the Council of tbe Municipal District of Manly, relating to the ierbing and asphalting or
flagging of foot-paths, haring been confirmed by His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of tho Executive
Council, is published in accordance with the requirements of tho “ Municipalities Act of 1867.”
HENRY PARKES.

MUNICIPALITY OF MANLY.
By-law.

Kerbing ami Asphalting or Flagging Footpaths.
The Council of this Municipality may cause the foot-way or path-way in front of any house or ground along any street, private

street, or lane within this Municipality, to be terbed and flagged or asphalted, in such manner as the Council may- think fit.
That one-third of the cost of kerbing be borne and paid for by the owner of such house or ground, and one-half the cost of
asphalting he borne and paid for by the said owner of such house or ground,—such costs may he recovered from the owner of such
house or ground in a summary way before any two Justices of the Peace. Provided also that no proceeding for the recovery
thereof shall ho taken until nt least one month after a requisition for payment of the amount, together with the amount of the
total expenditure, signed by the Council Clerk, has been delivered to such owner.

Passed by tho Municipal Council of tho Municipal District of Manly, on the motion of Alderman Laurence, seconded by
Alderman Pitt, at the regular meeting of Council, on 5th October, 1882.
.
(1.3.)
CHAR. H. HAYES,
Stomped in Council, 7/12/82,
Mayor.
C. Wagstate,

Council Clerk.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

MTMICIPALITIES.
(MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF.MUSCLEBROOK—AMENDED BY-LAWS.)

iJifsenttb io ©Hvliamfnt, pursuant ta

31 ‘Sir. £Lo. 12, sa. 158.

Colonial Seeretarj'e Office,
Sydney, 6lh Decemlier, 1882.
MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF MUSCLE BROOK—AMENDED BY-LAWS

______
Alteration of section 1, Part ^ ^

By-laws

HENRY PARKES.

passed at a Meeting of the Council, held in the Council

Chambers (Mitsclcbrook), on Wednesday, 29th March, 1882:__

Part IV.

Licensing Public Vehicles.
Dilt'rS! rau'be hcelS bftheTnTml
‘licensed " on some ncnLle,,™,

°T? ’

aird be in foTO^irffibh+irtlTH

Pljlng or,

Pf^ngors or goods for hire within the said Municipal

^ fj.® ownere shall have their names painted in legible letter® with the word

f Tt

^

IfP«obl,eIy- ,Tlle H®01180

J. Stafiobu, Council Clerk.

^ bB ton shillings per wheel per annum,

^L‘B^
•

Tho fc110*™! ^

J' DOWELL,
Major.

to be inserted in Part IY, as section 2 of the Municipal By-laws, was passed at a

meeting of Ihc Council, held m the Council Chambers (Musclebrook), on Wednesday, 29th March, 1S82.
P%” ovying water for ealc or hire, within the Municipal District of
the owners shall have their names painted in legible let( ora,Vitli the word

"Licensed0” on sornp^onsniMmno *
per annum orilwnfffil,
each "w And eve^ owner who® s P11

cx^iing f 10 ir^indsr
J. Stafford, Council Clerk.

respectively. The license fee for each water-cart shall be at tho mte of £3
™dl”S 31* March, 30th June, 30th September, and 31st December in

°r

C°1I1P

^ tJ,° ProTiSi0nS °f 1'hiS E7“IalV S3la11 r0rfcit and PB>’ a 8Um n0t
S- J' HOWELL,
Major.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

MUNICIPALITIES.
(MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF BROUGHTON CREEK AND BOMADERRY.—ADDITIONAL BY-LAWS.)

flriBttxtiii iff JJarltaiiutti, jraranant to Jlct 31 'Sio. Jto. 12, etc. 158.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
'

Sydney, 4th January, 1883.

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF BROUGHTON CREEK AND BOMADERRY—ADDITIONAL BY-LAWS.
Tnr fnilowing additional By-laws, mode by tbe Council of the Municipal District of Broughton Creek and Bomaderry, having
been confirmed by His Excellency tbe Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, are published in accordance with
the requirements of the " Municipalities Act of 1867.”

„ _,
nKNRY rARKilib.

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF BROUGHTON CREEK AND BOMADERRY.

Additiosal By-taws made by the Municipal Council of Broughton Crock and Bomaderry, providing for public decency and
prevention of danger and inconvenience.

L

Travelling of Entire Horses during the Reason.
1st. Any owner, groom, or person in charge of any entire horse during the season, allowing such horse to try or serve any
.marc or mares in or near or in view of any street, road, thoroughfare, or public place within tbe above Municipal District shall
on conviction forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding Five Pounds nor less than One Pound.
2nd. Any owner, groom, or person in charge of any entire horse during the season, allowing snob horse in bis charge to
obstruct any road, street, or public place to the inconvenience and danger of the public, shall on conviction forfeit and pay any
sum not exceding Five Pounds nor less than One Pound.

Passed by the Municipal Council of Broughton Creek and Bomaderry, this 21st day of October, 1882.
(i,s.)
JOHN GRAY,
Himny Tayi.oh,
Council Clerk.

Mayor.

iSv*.?™ ^

• • r

, r-Tl - ^7 -v; ■
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

MUNICIPALITIES ACT OF 1867.
(BY-LAWS FOR FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY—BOROUGH OP HILL END.)

$rmniel) tA parliament, pursuant tu J-Ut 31 IBic. £La. 12, src. 158,

Department of Public Instruction,
Sydney, 21st November, 1882.
BOROUGH OF HILL END,

The following By-laws for tbe regulation of the Hill End Free Public Library, which hare been made by the Council of the
Borough of Hill End, and confirmed by His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of tbe Executive Council, are published
in accordance with the requirements of the Municipalities Act of 18G7F. B. SUTTOR.

By-laws

fob the

regulation or the
Public Libbaht.

Hill End Fbee
'

1. The Library shall be open on every day except Sunday,
Christmas Day, and Good Friday, during tbe following hours,
viz.
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, from 6 to
7 p.m., and Wednesdays and Saturdays, from 2 to 5 p.m.
2. Every person who shall enter the Library or Reading-room
shall, immediately upon entering the same, write his or her
name and address in a boot to be kept for such purpose in such
Library-, and to be called the 11 Visitors’ Book”; and if such
person shall be unable to write, then such name and address
may be so written by any other person, or shall bo so written
by the proper officer of the Council at such Library or Readingroom, at the request of such person; and no person who shall
refuse to comply with this regulation shall be permitted to
remain in such Library or Reading-room ; and it shall be the
duty of the officer of the Council in charge of the Library or
Beading-room to enforce this By-law.
3. Any person who, being intoxicated, shall enter such
Library or Reading-room shall be at once removed from the
promises. Any person who shall use therein any abusive,
improper, or unbecoming language, or who shall, by unneces
sarily loud talking, or by any noise or otherwise, disturb or
annoy the persons using or resorting to such Library or Readingroom, or who shall without lawful excuse, but without
felonious or larcenous intent, remove any property from such
Library or Reading-room, shall forfeit and pay any sum not less
than ten shillings nor more than ten pounds; and any such
person may be forthwith removed by any officer of the Council
in charge of such Library or Reading-room.

[3d.]

a—

Miscellaneous.
4. Any society or class for mutual improvement or instruc
tion, or study for experiments, may, with the consent of the
Council, be formed in connection with, or hold iis meetings or
carry on its studies or experiments at the said Library or
Reading-room, provided that the general free access to and uso
of the said Library or Reading-room by persons who are not
members of such society or class, are not thereby interfered
with j provided, however, that no rule made by (lie members
of any such society or class for the management of the same
shall conflict in any way with these By-laws, or with any other
regulation made by the said Council hereafter,
5. Any person who shall wilfully damage any Visitors’. Book,
Catalogue, copy of By-laws, or any other book or record, kept
at such Library or Reading-room for tbe general use thereof,
shall for every such offence forfeit and pay any sum not less
than ten shillings nor more than ton pounds.

6. It shall he the duty of the Librarian to report at any
meeting of the Library Committee any infringement of these
Rules or any injury to the books.
7. The foregoing Rules shall be printed, framed, and
suspended in the Library-room for the information of visitors.
Passed by the Municipal Council of the Borough of Hill
End, the thirteenth day of July, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-two.
(t.s.)
Council Clerk, A. Le MesSUrieb.

JAMES FOX,
Mayor.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

MUNICIPALITIES.
(BOROUGH OF WAGGA WAGGA—AMENDED BY-LAW.)

■Jpmtnttb tff

jratAnani

tu Jlct 31 Uic, £Lo. 12. stc, 158.

Colooial Secretary’s Office,
Sydney, 23rd February, 1883.
.

BOROUGH OF WAGGA WAGGA.—AMENDED BY-LAW.
The following By-law, made by tbo Council of the Borough of Wagga Wagga, iu substitution of section I
of Part I of the By-laws of that Municipality, having been confirmed by His Excellency tbe Governor,
with the advice of the Executive Council, is published in accordance with the requirements of the Munici
palities Act of 1867.
ALEX. STUART.
BOROUGH OF WAGGA WAGGA.
By-law.—Section I.
Part I.

Tun Council shall meet at the Council Chamber every alternate Thursday, at 3 o’clock p in.
As amended.
Part T.
The Council shall meet at the Council Chamber e\ery alternate Thursday at 8 (eight) o’clock p.m.

We certify that the foregoing amended By-law was passed at a properly constituted meeting of the
Borough Council of Wagga Wagga, on Thursday, the 7th day of December, a.d. 1882,—
(1.8.)
S. Moiiuison Mahnock,
Council Clerk.

[M-]

16C—

A. T. BOLTON,
Mayor.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

MUNICIPALITIES.
(BOROUGH OF WOOLDAHRA,— BY-LAW.)

gusenfci) to JMianunt, pntauani to &ct 31 %k go. 12, m. 153.

Sydney, llth April, 1883.

BOEOUGH OE WOOLLAHEA

ALEX. STUAET.
The following By-kw i5ftB passed by the Muiiicipal Council of th. BoMnsl .f W.dU™, m T„e8d»f Ule
sixteenth day of October, a.d. 1882

miumer aa aucli Council may think fit a mrt of tl
, .
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

MUNICIPALITY OF PROSPECT AND SHERWOOD.
(COPY OF PETITION REQUESTING SPECIAL AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS.)

Ordered Iry the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 15 February, 1883.

Musictpality

of

Peospect

asd

Sherwood.

To the Honorable the Colonial Secretary.
7 November, 1882.
Sir,
We, the undersigned Electors of the Municipality of Prospect and Sherwood, respectfully
request that you will appoint two Special Auditors under the Municipalities Act of 1867 to hold a special
audit of the accounts of the said Municipality.
Arthur T. Holroyd
William Drew
It. L. Dunn
H. Miller
his
Alfred X Edwards
mark
Witness, Hugh Taylor
Albert W. .Tames
Henry W. Hardwick
G-. S.'Caird
.
Charles Bent
Ales. C. Budge
Wm. Park hurst
T. Jt. Smith
Thos. E. Allt
H. Will an Jackson
Wm. Matthews
J. Carson
C. B. Brown
Hugh Taylor
John A. Eraser

[3d-]
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James Galloway
C. W. Davison
Daniel Hunt
B. Vickery
Wm. Wiley
Wm. Newman
F. W. Binney
S. Crook
Arthur Hollier
Charles H. Elliott
David Houison
John Sanders
William Sanders
Walter Hodges
John Carson, junior
Isaac Eeiris, senior
Marchall Berrey
Henry Woodward
John Woodward
P. Stieme
W. Stieme
G-. Giftord

James Bent Price
S. Cantwell
Theophilus Patou
John Stephen Howies
Thos. Birch
P. E. Holdsworth
Cha«. W. Eloyd
Alban Gee
A. W. Stephen, landowner
H. White
N. O’Neill
W. A. Manning
J. Gilmore
G-eo. Stone
H. Stone
J. Ellison
C. Noland
E. M. Kenyon
Henry H. Metcalfe
0. W. Bawson
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Received by the Legislative Assembly, 5 April, 1883.

TTtrwTir.v auti U'ESP'ROTFULLY SHOWETH:—

polinnla nml^r

flip PllMip. Schools Act.

itovernmem oemg uweiu-tcr

ouw.

------—...... -

the powers hereinbefore prayed for.
And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
[TIere follow 333 signatures.']

330—

154

155

1683.
Lk GISLATTYE ASS EMELY.

NEW

SOUTH
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MUNICIPALITIES ACT OF 1867.
(NUMBER OF FREE LIBRARIES ESTABLISHED UNDER.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 27 April, 18S3.

[Reply to Question asked by Mr. Rigoti in the Legislative Assembly, on blh April, 1883.]

BET URN showing what Municipalities .have taken advantage of the provision in
the Municipalities Act of 1867 for the establishment of Eree Libraries.

RETURN showing the number of liYee Libraries established under the Municipalities Act of 1867.
No.

1
2
3

4
5

0
7

8
9

10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18
19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Name.

.Albury...
Kiama ...
...
Camperdown ...
Parramatta
...
Kiama (Jamberoo)
Shellharbour ...
N owra ...
...
Q-erringong ...
Numba...............
Wagga Wagga
Central Ulawarra
Inverell
.,.
Broughton Greet
Wollongong ...
North Ulawarra
Ulladnlla
...
Redfern
...
St. Peter’s
...
Burwood
...
Grulgong
...
Hay
...............
Shellharbour (Albion
Glebe...............
Tamworth
,..
Liverpool
...
Hill End
...

410—

Amount granted.

Year of
establishment.

£

200
200
200
200
200
200
200

1869
1872
1873

1874

200

100
200
200
200

3!
1875

200
200
200
200
200
200

1>

1877
1878

200
ark)

200
200
100
200
200

1879
1880

200
100

1882
1883

1881
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NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

CITY OF SYDNEY IMPEOVEMENT BOARD.
(THIRD ANNUAL REPORT,)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 6 February, 1883.

To the Honorable the Colonial Secretary.

City of Sydney Improvement Board,
Offices, 35, Castlereagh-street,
Sydney, 31 August, 1882.

Sir,
In submitting this, their third Annual Report, the members of the City of Sydney Improvement
Board regret to have to repeat that the same difficulties still exist which have heretofore impeded their
usefulness in carrying out the provisions of the Act No, 42 Victoria, No. 25, under which they were
appointed, and in giving effect to the evident intention of the Legislature.
_
These difficulties, which presented themselves at the outset of the Board’s career, as already pointed
out in former Reports, proceed from the faulty construction of the Act, the absence of any officer under the
control of the Board empowered to carry out its instructions, and the failure of the City Council to work in
harmony with the Board.
These and other obstacles to the more effective operations of the Board have been fully brought under
notice and explained in previous communications from time to time.
Bills having for their object the amendment of the Act now in force have been before Parliament,
but have not, from various causes, become law,
Several of the suburban Municipalities are desirous of having the benefits of the City of Sydney
Improvement Act extended to their districts under the provisions of the 4th section thereof, but in its
present defective state it is exceedingly questionable whether it could be satisfactorily worked if so extended.
For this reason, in addition to the fact that a large field for usefulness within the city itself remains
open to them if they were but sufficiently empowered to carry out measures which they are anxious to
undertake, and the necessity for which is very apparent in many portions of Sydney, the members of this
Board would again strongly urge the expediency of early legislative action, in order that they may be placed
in a position to become instrumental in effecting a much needed improvement in city street architecture,
and to effectually cope with the evils of ill-constructed and insanitary buildings, so prejudicial to the health,
safety, and well-being of the community.
_
The members of the Board also desire to bring under special notice the great want of any effective
supervision to regulate the nature and class of buildings permissible in certain streets. At present, so long
as a building is not wholly constructed of wood, and the walls are of a certain thickness, it is in the power
of any person to erect a most objectionable brick structure, uneemented and unpointed, adjoining or in close
proximity to buildings of a far superior class, or in a neighbourhood where the remainder of the buildings
are more in conformity with architectural symmetry. Instances of this state of things are unfortunately
most numerous throughout the city ; a few that have been casually noticed may perhaps be here men
tioned, viz. :—
Gasthreagh-sbreet, next No. 259, between Bathurst and Liverpool Streets,—Two new buildings
intended to be used as shops, very small, one story high, lowskillion roofs—a most objectionable
class of building.
Erskine-street, Nos. 34, 36, 38.—Shops, one story, low, skillion, iron roofs.
Sussex-strcet. west side, between Market and King Streets.—Stores, five or six in number, only
one story high, ugly, with low, flat, iron roofs.
Sussex-street, Nos. 235 to 245.—Ditto, ditto, ditto.
_
_
Kent-street, Nos. 196, 198, 200.—Shop and two dwelling-houses, new, two stories high, low
skillion iron roofs.
_
Sussex-street, No. 278, next “Temora Hotel,” comer of Bathurst-street.—Store, new, built of
brick, one story, low skillion iron roof—very unsightly.
Gmdburn and Sussex Streets.—Late additions to Friendship Inn,”
_
_
.
George-street, corner of Goulbum-street.—Late additions to u Burwood Hotel,” plain rough brick
work, iron roof—meagre, ugly appearance.
_
Castlereagh-street, No. 261.—New brick building, occupied by Ennever & Appleton, iron roof—
undesirable class of building.
99__

Flizdbeth-street,
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Elizabeih-street, corner of Goulburn-street.—New additions to hotel—a disfigurement to street.
Phillip-street, next to 128, east side, near Hunter-street—A new, ugly, plain erection, used as a
butcher’s shop, low skillion iron roof—greatly out of accord with neighbouring buildings.
Sussex-street, next corner of Liverpool-street.—Newly built, small, low, single-brick building, iron
roof—very objectionable.
The class of buildings referred to being but recently erected cannot be interfered with, under the
present law, until they become, in course of time, sufficiently old and decayed to be positively dangerous;
for although they are in reality offences against architectural taste, and owners of adjacent premises have
good grounds for complaint as to the injustice they are subjected to in having their properties thus
depreciated in value through the building of the undesirable tenements in question in such close proximity
to them, they cannot be dealt with as public nuisances for many years to come.
The members of the Board consider that if it were compulsory for designs of buildings to be sub
mitted to some body of fully competent men capable of carrying out the duty indicated, and that a
provision existed to regulate the class of buildings that should be permitted in certain localities, as well as
to secure some uniformity of design, a most marked improvement in the general appearance of the city
would thus ere long be brought about, in lieu of the present unsatisfactory state of things being perpetuated
Another matter calling for action, and one well worthy of attention, is noticeable in the hideous
awnings and verandahs that disfigure the principal streets of Sydney, and which are without doubt a
standing disgrace to the city and the cause of much surprise to strangers visiting this the capital of the
Australian Colonies.
One of the first reforms endeavoured to be carried out by the Board, shortly after its appointment,
was an attempt to have some of the worst of these nuisances immediately removed, with a view to the
ultimate demolition of the remainder and the introduction of a more desirable standard to be complied with
in the future; but the efforts put forth to effect these, as well as other improvements, have been frustrated
by the Board not having the power, which it is believed it was intended they should possess, of exercising a
control over such things, and by the City Council’s Officer, the City Building Surveyor, not being allowed
to carry out the orders of the Board on the subject. Notwithstanding the fact that this officer, in
evidence before the Board, stated as his opinion, as an architect, that a model which might advantageously
be copied occurs in the colonnade in front of Messrs. Farmer ib Co,’s shop in Pitt-street, and that a port
able canvas sunshade with light iron standards of an ornamental character resting upon the kerbstone,
resembling one in front of Messrs. Holdsworth, Gardyne, & Co.’s shop, in Georgc-street, would be a fair
sample of a suitable awning such as he would approve of, his permission has since been granted, under
the 37th section of the Act, not only for the erection of the unsightly and somewhat substantial disfigure
ments of wood and corrugated iron, with every conceivable variety of signboard attached, across the
public footways, but likewise for the introduction of glass skylights to them, which thus creates a danger
through the possibility of the glass falling and cutting or wounding persons passing underneath, and which
has actually already occurred, or through other objects accidentally coming through the glass. Within the
last few days another such glass skylight has been put in to the awning in front of Messrs. Hobson t
Whiting’s shop, in Hunter-street. Some such awning as that suggested by the City Building Surveyor the
Board would also be prepared to sanction as answering every necessary purpose; still the old style of
unsightly structure, with the addition of the unsafe glass lights, is allowed by the Council’s officer, who,
it is surmised, must be hindered in some way from carrying out his own expressed ideas on the subject,
and under present circumstances the Board is unable to step in and compel the very necessary improvement
in this branch of street architecture.
In support of the statement made as to the failure of the City Council to work in harmony with the
Board, it is especially noticeable that, although the 2Dth section of the Act gives the Board authority, upon
the report of the City Building Surveyor, to order either the repair or demolition of any building found to be
in a ruinous state and dangerous to the public or to occupiers of neighbouring buildings, only one such
report has been made to the Board during the past two years by the Surveyor in question, who being an
officer of the City Council, is entirely beyond the control of the Board, notwithstanding the fact that large
numbers of buildings have been condemned by that body, well knowing, at the same time, that such action
was insufficient to ensure, the removal or repair (as the case might be) of the objectionable tenements,
without bringing into, requisition the aid of the Board ; rather than do this, condemned buildings have been
permitted to remain, in many instances, as great an eyesore and nuisance as before their condemnation.
.
During the past year, thirteen Board meetings have been held, and several appeals, involving large
interests, have been dealt with. The fees received by members of the Board during the same period
amount to fifteen guineas each.
.
Mr. Benjamin Backhouse was again unanimously re-elected Chairman of the Board for the year, and
has continued to hold that position.
One of the members of the Board, Mr. L. E. Thrclkeld, was granted leave of absence for six
months, on account of ill health, and that gentleman is now absent from the Colony,
It is with regret that the decease of the late Secretary to the Board, the late Mr. C. H. Barlee, has
to be recorded. The vacancy thus created has been filled up by the selection of Mr. F. C. Rooke, whose
appointment by the Governor in Council was duly notified in the Government Gazette of 23rd June last.
The Board desires to suggest that the survey of the City of Sydney now being conducted by the
Survey Department may be expedited as much as possible, the want of reliable plans being greatly felt.
We have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servants,
BENJ. BACKHOUSE,
Chair han,

W. BAILEY.
CRAIG DIXSON, M.D., F.R.C.S.E.
FRANK SENIOR,

[ad.

Sydney Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1683,
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PUBLIC VEHICLES REGULATION ACT OEISYS.
(BY-LAW.)

JJwseutei) to parliament, pursmant to Jtrt

‘Sk. $0.14, ser. 15.

Colonial Secretary’a Office,
Sydney, 22nd Noyember, 1882.
Tfie following Bj-law, made by the Metropolitan Transit OommiBsionera, establiahing Pnblie Stands with the line of road

HENRY PARKES.
The Board of Metropolitan Transit Cominissionersj consti
tuted and empowered by the Public Yehicles Regulation Act
of 1873, do by virtue of the power and authority in them vested
by the said Act, hereby make and establish the following Public
Stands with the lines of road and Time-tables, as required
in Schedules Gr and J for regulating licensed vehicles :—SCHBnuiiE G—continued.

Stands.

Line of Itoads.

Stoney Greet Road. Stoney Creek Hoad, Lane
at Pitt Water
Cove Eoad, MountEoad,
street, and Mileon’s
Point Road.
•Gordon, Lane Cove Lane Cove Road, MountRoad, at .bobbin
street, and Milson's
Eoad.
Point Eoad.
Willoughby, Lane Lane Cove Eoad, MountCove Eoad, at
street, and Milson’s
“ Great Northern
Point Road.
Hotel.”

8tandf}r
Milson's Point
Road,
east
side at Figtree.
Milson’s Point
Road, east side
at Fig-tree.
Milson’s Point
Road,
east
side at Figtree.

Schedule J—continued.
Time-table for omnibuses plying from and to Stoney Creek,
and Milson's Point.
Omnibuses shall start from Stoney Creek Road, at Pitt
"Water Road, for Milson’s Point at 7 a,m, and 2'30 p.m., and
shall start from Milson’s Point for Stoney Creek Road, at 10
a.m, and 5 p.m.; and each omnibus shall perform the journey
from and to Sfconey Creek Road and Milson’s Point Road, in
two boars.
Time-table for oninibuees plying from and to Gordon, Lane
Cove Eoad, and Milson's Point.
Omnibuses shall alart from Lane Core Eoad, at Bobbin
Eoad, for Milson’s Point, at 7T5 a.m., 10'SO a.m., 2-45 p.m.,
and 4-30 p.m.; and shall start from Milson's Point for Lane
Cove Eoad, at Bobbin Eoad, at 10'2o a.m., 2'30p.m,, ASOp.m.,

43<?.]

32—

I

and 6'0 p.m. On Saturdays, omnibuses shall start from Lane
Cove Eoad, at Bobbin Eoad, for Milson’s Point at 7T5 a.m.,
10 30 a.m., 2'45 p.m., 4 30 p.m., and G O p.m.; and shall start
from Milson’s Point for Lane Cove Eoad, at Bobbin Eoad, at
10-23 a.m., 1'20 p.m., 4 50 p.m., 6'0 p m., and 11-40 p.m. On
Sundays, omnibuses shall start from Lane Cove Eoad, at
Bobbin Eoad, for Milson’s Point at 7T5 a.m., 10-30 a.m.,
2-45 p.m., and 6-0 p.m.; and shall start from Milson’s Point for
Lane Cove Eoad, at Bobbin Eoad, at 10'25 a.m., 2'30 p.m.,
4"50 p m., and XO'IO p.m.; and each omnibus shall perform the
journey from and to Lane Goto Eoad, at Bobbin Eoad, and
Milson’s Point in two hours.
Time-table for Omnibuses plying from and to Willoughby, at
11 Great Ebrthern Hotel,” and Milson’s Point.
Omnibuses shall start from Willoughby, at “ Great Northern
Hotel,” for Milson’s Point at 7'30 a.m,, 11-30 a.m., 2-30 p.m.,
and 5 p.m,; and shall start from Milson’s Point for
Willoughby, at “Great Northern Hotel,” at 9 40 a.m.,
12-40 p.m., 3'40 p.m., and 5'40 p.m. On Saturdays, omnibuses
shall start from Willoughby, at “ Great Northern Hotel,” at
7'30 a.m., 11-30 a.m., 2"30 p.m., 5 p.m., and 7 p.m.; and shall
start from Milson’s Point for Willoughby, at “ Great Northern
Hotel," at 9-40 a.m., 1-20 p.m., 3'40 p.m., 5-40 p.m., and
11T0 p.m. On Sundays, omnibuses shall start from Willoughby,
at “ Great Northern Hotel,” for Milson’s Point, at 10 a.m.,
2 p m,, and 5T5 p m.; and shall start from Milson’s Point for
Willoughby at ILIO a.m., 3-10 p m., and 6'15 p.m. ; and each
omnibus shall perform the journey from and to Willoughby, at
“Great Northern Hotel,” and Milson’s Point in thirty-five
minutes.
Passed by the Board of MetropoEtan Transit Commis
sioners, this thirty-first day of August, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-two,
JOHN HARRIS, Chairman.
(r.6.) MICHL, CHAPMAN, Commissioner.
EDMUND FOSBERY, Commissioner.
W. J. Mekbiman, Registrar.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

LAND IN MACQUARIE-STREET, PARRAMATTA.
(PAPERS RESPECTING CLAIM OF JOSHUA HUGHES AND APPLICATION OF BOROUGH COUNCIL.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 25 January, 1883.

RETURN to an Order of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly, dated 19th
September, 1882, That there be laid upon the Table of this House,—
“ Copies of all papers and minutes having reference to the claim made by
“ Joshua Hughes to, and to the application of the Borough Council for, a piece
“ of land situated in Macquarie-strcet, Parramatta, including the evidence
“ taken before the Commissioners for the Court of Claims and their reports
“ upon the case.”
(Mr. Byrnes.)

SCHEDULE.

NO.
1. Lease of allotment in town of Parramatta to Thomas King. 30 June, 1823 ....................
2. Notice of sale of Dominick M'Kay’s allotment, with minutes. 8 September, 1829 ........
3. Gazette notice, with enclosure. 28 February, 1853 ......................................... _...................
4. Colonial Secretary to the Acting Deputy Surveyor-General. 1 December, 1853 ...............
5. Same to tbe same. 8 December, 1853 .....................................................................................
6. Mr. John Thompson to the Colonial Secretary, with minute, 17 December, 1853 ..........
7. Mr. W. Elyard to tbe Acting Deputy Surveyor-General. 27 December, 1853...................
8. Colonial Secretary to the Acting Surveyor-General, with minutes. 23 January, 1854 ...,
9. Mr. John Thompson to the Acting Colonial Secretary, with minute, 24 February, 1854.
10. Mr. W. Elyard to the Acting Surveyor-General. 21 March, 1854.......................................
11. Mr. Surveyor Dcering to the Surveyor-General, with minutes, 25 June, 1873 ................
12. Mr. Henry Halloran to the same, with minutes, 1 October, 1878 .......................................
13. Same to the same, with minutes. 12 November, 1878 ..........................................................
14. Under-Seerctary for Lands to Henry Halloran, Esq., C.M.G. 27 November, 1878 ......
15. Mr. Surveyor Dcering to the Surveyor-General, with minutes. 8 February, 1879..........
1C. Mr. Henry Halloran to tbe same, with minutes. 6 March 1879 ......................................
17. Council Clerk, Parramatta, to the Miuiatcr for Lands. 18 March, 1870 ..........................
18. Under Secretary for Lands to Henry Halloran, Esq., C.M.G. 31 March, 1879 ..............
19. Same to Mr. John Taylor. 10 April, 1879 .............................................................................
20. Same to Henry Halloran, Esq., C.M.G. 10 April, 1879 .......................................................
21. Council Clerk, Parramatta, to the Minister for Lands. 1G April, 1879...............................
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62.
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64.
65.
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67.
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Mr. Henry Halloran to the Under Secretary for Lands. 24 April, 1879
Memorandum by Mr. Charles Oliver, with minutes. 27 June, 1S79.............................................................................
Mr. John Taylor to the Under-Secretary for Lands, with minutes. 17 September, 1879..........................................
Crown Solicitor to the same, with minutes. 18 September, 1879 ...............................................................................
Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. John Taylor. 25 September, 1879 .........................................................................
Same to the same, 21 November, 1879........................................................................................................
Mr. C. S. Jones to the Under-Secrctary for Lands, with minutes, 21 November, 1879 ..........................................
Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones. 13 January, 1880.................................................................................
M. C. S. Jones to the Under-Seeretary for Lands. 14 January, 1880 .........................................................................
Same to the same, with minutes. 3 February, 1880 ........................................................................................................
Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones. 1 March, 1880 ....................................................................................
Same to the Secretary of the Court of Claims. 1 March, 1880 ....................................................................................
Mr. C. S. Jones to the Under-Secretary for Lands, with minutes, 2 March, 1880 .................................................
Notice of hearing at Court of Claims. 3 March, 1880 .....................................................................................................
Under-Seeretary for Lands to Mr, C. S. Jones, 12 March, 1880 .................................................................................
Mr. O. S. Jones to the Secretary of Court of Claims. 5 May, 1880 ...........................................................................
Notice of hearing at Court of Claims. 20 May, 1880........................................................................................................
Secretary of Court of Claims to Council Clerk, Parramatta, with minutes. 20 May,1880 ........................................
Declaration by John J. Camion. 26 May, 1880 ...............................................................................................................
Report of Commissiouers of Court of Claims, with minutes. 8 June, 1830 .................................................................
Under-Secretary for Lands to Council Clerk, Parramatta, with enclosure. 6 August, 1880......................................
Same to Henry Halloran, Esq., C.M.G. 6 August, 1880................................................................................................
Mr. C. S. Jones to the Under-Secretary for Lands, with minutes. 12 August, 1880 .............................................
Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones. 4 October, 1880 .................................................................................
Council Clerk, Parramatta, to the Minister for Lands, with minutes. 3 November,1880 .................................
Mr. C. S. Jones to the Under-Secretary for Lands, with minutes. 17 November, 1880 ..........................................
Under-Seerctary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones. 30 November, 1880
Same to Council Clerk, Parramatta, 16 December, 1880....................
Council Clerk, Parramatta, to the Minister for Lands, with minutes. 20 December,1880 ........................................
Mr. C. S. Jones to the Under-Secrctary for Lands, with minutes .................................................................................
Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones. 8 January, 1881 ...............................................................................
Same to Council Clerk, Parramatta. 8 January, 1881 ...................................................................................................
Council Clerk, Parramatta, to the Minister for Lands, with minutes. 25 January, 1881..........................................
Under-Secrctary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones. 8 February, 1881...............................................................................
Same to the Council Clerk, Parramatta. 8 February, 1881............................................................................................
Mr. C. S. Jones to the Minister for Lands, with minutes. 16 February, 1881 ..........................................................
Secretary of the Court of Claims to the Council Clerk, Parramatta, with minute. 4 May,1881 ............................
Under-Secrctary for Lands to the Crown Solicitor, with enclosure. 17 May, 1881 .................................................
Report of Commissioners of Court of Claims, with miinitcs. 19 September, 1881 ....................................................
Under-Secretary for Lands to the Crown Solicitor. 5 October, 1881..........
J. B. Durhen to the Minister for Lands, with minutes. 9 November, 1881.................................................................
Crown Solicitor to the Under-Secretary for Lands, with minutes and enclosure.
21 November, 1881 ..................
Mr. C. S. Jones to the Minister for Lands, with minutes. 7 December, 1881..............................................................
Under-Secrctary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones. 22 December, 1881............................................................................
Jones & Jones to the Minister for Lauds, with minute. 15 September, 1882 ..........................................................
Under-Seeretary for Lands to Jones &. Jones. 18 October, 1882...................................................................................
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LAND IN MACQUARIE-STREET, PARRAMATTA.
No. 1.
Lease of Allotment to Thomas King.
New South "Wales.
County of Cumberland,
pariah of St. John,
> Allotment No. 15 in section 12.
town of Parramatta. J

By His Excellency Sir Thomas Brisbane, Knight Commander of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath,
Captain-General, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over His Majesty’s territory of New
South Wales and its Dependencies, &c., &c., &e.
By virtue of the power and authority in me vested, I do by these presents demise, lease, set, and to farm
let unto Thomas King all that piece or parcel of land lying and situate on the south side of Macquariestreet, in the town of Parramatta, containing by admeasurement seventy-seven rods; bounded on the
west by a line 2 chairs 74 links; on the south by a line 1 chain 73 links ; on the east by a line to
Macquarie-street 2 chains 80 links ; and on the north by that street 1 chain 67 links.
To have and to hold the said piece or parcel of land unto tho said Thomas King, his executors,
administrators, and assigns, for and during and unto the full end and term of twenty-one years next
ensuing to he fully complete and ended from the thirtieth day of June last, yielding and paying there
for yearly, and every year during the said term, unto His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, the annual
quit rent of sixpeuce per rod of lawful sterling money of Great Britain, on the thirtieth day of June in
each and every year during the said term. Provided always, and it is hereby expressly to be understood,
and these presents are on the following conditions :—That if the said annual quit rent be in arrear for the
space of twenty days after the time appointed for payment thereof, the same may be recovered by distress
or otherwise, as His said Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, may deem proper or be advised; and in ease no
sufficient distress be found, and the said quit rent be in arrear after that; time, the whole of the said land
to revert to the Crown ; and provided also that the said Thomas King shall in no way either divide the
said land or separate or partition off any part or parcel thereof, or directly or indirectly lease, let, sell,
alienate, or transfer the same or any part thereof, or any buildings erected thereon, or any part thereof,
without the license and consent of the Governor of the territory for the time being for that purpose first
had and obtained; in any or either of which cases above-mentioned this present lease to be and become
absolutely null and void ; and it is hereby further understood, that in ease the said lessee, his executors,
administrators, or assigns, should be desirous hereafter of purchasing the fee-simple and inheritance of
the said land hereby leased subject to an annual quit rent, as hereinafter mentioned, he or they shall ho
at liberty so to do, on paying to the Crown for the purchase thereof a fiue equal to twenty-one years of
the quit rent hereby reserved ; or in the event of the said lessee, his executors, administrators, or assigns,
erecting on the said lands such buildings as may be approved of by the Governor for the time being,
according to a plan and specification thereof to bo previously submitted to him for his approval; provided
that tho same shall not be of less actual value and cost than one thousand pounds sterling, then, and in
either of the said last-mentioned cases, a grant of tho said land will be made to tbo said lessee, or other
legal proprietor of the said land, subject to the payment of such reasonable annual quit rent as may be
deemed proper by the Governor for the time being, not exceeding double the annual quit rent hereby
reserved, to hold to him, his heirs and assigns for ever; and it is to be hereby understood, that in case the
said land should be required by Government at tho expiration of the time hereby created, the said Thomas
King,.his executors, administrators, or assigns, shall be repaid or remunerated for any buildings that may
be then standing thereon, according to a valuation thereof to be made by two indifferent persons, one to
be chosen on either side in the usual and customary manner; or in ease any part of the said land at any
time hereafter during the same lease should be required by the Governor for the time being for tbe making
and improving the streets, it may be resumed by the Crown, on giving the said Thomas King, his executors,
administrators, or assigns, six months notice thereof, and paying for such buildings as may have been
erected thereon, and for the fee on such term of years then unexpired as the'proprietor of such land may
thou possess, according to a valuation thereof to be made by two indifferent persons, chosen in the
customary and usual manner ; but in the event of a refusal in either of tbe two last-mentioned cases, on
the part of the proprietor of the said land to nominate and appoint a person, on his part, for the purposes
aforesaid, both the said persons to be nominated by His said Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, or the
Governor of His said Majesty’s territory for the time being.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and official seal, at Sydney, in New South
Wales, this thirtieth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
twenty-three.
E. Goui.ihthn,
THO. BRISBANE.
Secretary and Registrar.
[n.s.]

No. 2.
Gazette Notice.
Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Tuesday, 8 September, 1829.
In the Supreme Court, Sheriff’s Office, 31 August, 1829.
Campbell the Younger v. Jackson.
Ok Thursday the 10th day of September, at one o’clock, in the Market-place, Sydney, the Sheriff will
cause to bo sold all those mill and premises on the Nepean River, opposite Emu Plains, a part of the farm
belonging to M r. Pierce, The mill jg in full repair : there are also a temporary dwelling-house, a large
oven, bake-house, &e.
On
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On tlie same day will be sold
All that piece and parcel of land lying and situate in the town of Parramatta, known by the name of
“Dominick M'Kay’s allotment,” measuring 300 feet square; bounded on the one side by Macquariestreet; bounded on the ono side by Kirk's and Farringham’s allotment; on the other side hy King's
allotment, and fronting Macquarie-street, together with the messuage or tenement thereon erected and
built, unless this execution be previously satisfied.
Minutes on No. 2.
From these papers it appears Mr. H. Halloran applies to have certain land (allotment 15, section
12), at Parramatta, submitted to auction sale, as being, he alleges, “ vacant Crown Lands.”* This land is
claimed by John Taylor (in trust, see 79-2,801 Alienation), who states be has had possession for upwards
of twenty-four years, and his father before him many more years, making in all upwards of forty years’
possession. Copy of original lease of the land from Crown herewith. Mr. Halloran was aware of the
lease, but in letter 24th April last (79-2,972 Alienation) sets out that it gave no power to dispose of the
land. A survey of this land was made by Surveyor Deering, on 8th February last (vide 79-1,088 Aliena
tion), who also reported particulars of the land. He further states he interviewed the Mayor of Parramatta
on the subject, from whose representations be (Mr. Deering) was inclined to recommend the reservation
of this land for municipal purposes if it were Oroion Lands. An application was made on 18th March
last by the Municipality of Parramatta for this land for a reserve for “ storage purposes" (see 79-3,326
Miscellaneous, herewith). It is now submitted whether Mr. Taylor’s claim entitles him to tho land, whether
the land is to be reserved for use of the Municipality—or whether the land go on for auction sale.—
J.G.B., 9/5/79. Under-Seeretary for Lands.
_
Mr. Elwin,—"Would you oblige me by saying whether the land described in copy of Gazette Notice
of 31st August, 1829, herewith marked X , and that referred to in Mr. Deering’s report 79-1,088 Alienation
herewith is identical. It would appear not. The plans arc I believe with you.—C.O., 25/6/79.
The
land described in the accompanying notice of sale appears to be the adjoining allotment (alienated to
Trustees of Female School or Industry, Miscellaneous 74-2,806.)—T.E., 25th June, 1879.
Mr. Oliver,
* II appears that the right of purchase given hy the lease granted to John King, in lti23 (see copy herowilh) was never
exercised.

No. 3.
Government Gazette, 1st March, 1853, No. 25.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 28 February, 1853.
Parramatta Leases.
Adverting to the notice of the 3rd June last, a copy of which is appended hereto, respecting the intention
of tho Government to issue leases for a year, in terms of Her Majesty’s Order in Council of 19th June,
1850, for certain allotments of land in tho town of Parramatta, formerly held under leases issued by Sir
Thomas Brisbane, intheyear 1823, His Excellency the Governor-General, with the advice of the Executive
Council, now directs that it be publicly notified to all persons interested, that their claims to participate
in tbe advantages held out by the notice above alluded to must be lodged in this office on or before the
31st December next, otherwise they will he excluded from the benefits ottered by that notice, and the
allotments will be liable to bo forfeited to the Crown, without any compensation or allowance for improve
ments effected thereon.
By His Excellency’s Command,
------------------E. DBAS THOMSON.
[Enclosure to No. 3.]
Government Gazette, 8th iTune, 1852.

No. 58. Copy referred to.
.Colonial Secretary's Oilioe, Sydney, 3 June, 1852.
Parramatta leases.
His Excellency the Governor-General directs it to ho notified for the information of all parties concerned that, in pursuance
of instructions from the Eight Honorable the Secretory of State for the Colonies, it is the intention of the Government, in
consequence of the expiration some time since of the original leases issued by Sir Thomas Brisbane, for various allotments of
land in the town of Parramatta, to issue new leases of those allotments for one year, in terms of Her Majesty's Order in
Council of 19th June, 1850, to all persons legally claiming under the former lessees, during (he currency of which the lessees
will have the privilege of buying the land at ten years’ purchase of the quit rent, calculated at the reduced rate of 4d, per
perch.
_
,
2. The lenses so to be granted will not under any circumstances ho renewed; and in every case whore the parties
interested do not avail themselves of the above privilege of pre-emption during the currency of the lease, the land will be
resumed by the Crown.
3. Persona who hold allotments of land in Parramatta, coming within the terms of this notice are requested to submit
tbeir claims without delay to this office.
By His Excellency's Command,
‘
E. LEAS THOMSON.

No. 4.
The Colonial Secretary to The Acting Deputy Surveyor-General.
* Qy. SBth.

[Immediate.]
_
Sir,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 1 December, 1853.
Adverting to tbe notice of tbe 18th* February last, I have the honor to request that you will
be so good as to state, for the information of His Excellency the Governor-General, how many and what
allotments in the town of Parramatta, of those formerly hold under Sir Thomas Brisbane’s leases, are still
unclaimed by the parties in occupation, as you will perceive by the notice alluded to that the time for
preferring such claims expires on the 31st instant.
I have, &c.,
W. ELYAKD,
(Fro the Colonial Secretary).
No. 5,

No. 5.
The Colonial Secretary to The Acting Deputy Sm'veyor-General.
[Immediate.]
Sir,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, S December, 1853.
I have the honor to draw your attention to my letter of the 1st instant, respecting the allot
ments in the town of Parramatta, formerly held under lease from Sir Thomas Brisbane, wliich are still
unclaimed by the parties in occupation, and to renuost the favour of your early report, as this matter is
urgent.
1 have, Ac.,
W. EhYAUD,
_
{Pro the Colonial Secretary).

No. 6.
Mr. J. Thompson to The Colonial Secretary.
Sir,

Surveyor-General’s Office, Sydney, 17 December, 1853.
In attention to your letter of the 1st instant, No. 53,827, wherein you advert to the notice of
the 11th [qy. 28th] February last, and request that T will state, for His Excellency the Governor-General’s town of
information, how many and what allotments in the town of Parramatta, of those formerly held under Sir uSciaimodundor
Thomas Brisbane’s leases, are still unclaimed by (lie parties in occupation, as the time for preferring such the notico of
claims expires on 1 he 31st instant,—I have tho honor to forward to you herewith a *list of the leases 5
for which, according to the documents in this office, applications do not appear to have been made P,lPcr'under the notice alluded to. It will he seen, however, by the sixth column in this return, that descrip
tions of many of these allotments have already been forwarded to you prior to the date of the notice ;
but tbe time for the preparation of the required return being so limited, I am unable to say whether in
some few cases deeds may not have issued on descriptions referred to, as having been already forwarded
to you for insertion in the grants.
I have, &c.,
'
--------JOHN THOMPSON.
Minute on No. G.
In the return mentioned in this letter Jackson’s name appears for allotment 14 of section 12 as
being in occupation of that land. This case was, however, disposed of in 1859 by Court of Claims, ease
1,424. Neither King’s, M'Curry’s, Hunt’s or Hughes’, or Duran’s name appears in this return, nor is
allotment 15 spoken ol (liferentlaity, because no one was in occupation.—K.I1. LX, 17tbMay, 1881.

No. 7.
Mr. W. Elyard to The Acting Deputy Surveyor-General.
Sir,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 27 December, 1853.
In reference to your letter of the 17th instant, No. 631, in which you forwarded a list of the
unclaimed allotments in Parramatta, formerly held under leases from Sir Thomas Brisbane, I have the
honor to request that you will furnish me with a plan or tracing of tho allotments therein named, in order
that the same may bo forwarded to the Police Magistrate at Parramatta, who has been charged with the
duty of serving copies of the notices which have issued with regard to this land on the parties in
occupation.
I have, Ac.,
W. ELYAKD.

No. 8.
The Colonial Secretary to The Acting Surveyor-General.
Sir,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 23 January, 1854.
"With reference to my letter of tho 8th ultimo, on the subject of the allotments of land at
Parramatta, originally leased by Sir Thomas Brisbane, I have the honor to request that you will report,
for tho information of His Excellency the Governor-Gen era], how many of these allotments still remain
unclaimed under the notice of the 3rd June, 1852.
I have, Ac.,
W.ELYAKD,
_
--------(Pro the Colonial Secretary),
Minutes on No. S.
Mr. Lewis,—The Minister for Lands wishes allotments Nos. 14 and 15 of section 12 in Macquariestreet South offered for sale.
By the map “ Parramatta South,” the allotments appear as sold to
Thomas King and Daniel Jackson, but Mr. Farncll is under the impression that the land was only under
lease to King and Jackson, TVill you please have the matter investigated.—AY.C.E., 23/5/73.
Mr. Hall,—There is nothing in this office to show that the grants have ever issued. The land
will therefore (by direction of the Minister for Lands) be brought to sale.—W.C.E., 26/5/73.
Mr. Surveyor Deering, for report.—J.S.A, for Surveyor-General, B.C., 20 June, /73. No. 12.
Kcportcd on, report No. 73/18, of 25 Juno, 1873.—Jouir AY. Dioicuixa.

No. 9.
.
Mr. J. Thompson to The Acting Colonial Secretary.
Sir,

Surveyor-General’s Office, Sydney, 24 February, 1854.
In attention to your letter of the 23rd ultimo, No. 54/52, wherein you refer to your letter of Forwardin^ a
tho 8th December last past, No. 53/843, on the subject of the allotments of land at Parramatta, originally I'fiotmcnts'a!"6’1
leased by
that I will state,’ for tbe information of His
Excellency
the
me town of
J Sir Thomas Brisbane,; and request
i
/-i
n
i
PftJTfmiatta,
Q-OYcraor-treneral,
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* Not wit!)

papen.

Governor-General, how many of these allotmontH still remain unclaimed, under the notice of the 3rd
June, 1852,1 have the honor to stato that all the allotments for which applications have been made
known to me since the date of my furnishing the former list having been erased therefrom ; the result as
produced is shown in a *return which I beg to submit for Tlis Tlxcelleney’s information.
I have, tfce.,
JOHN THOMPSON.
Minute on Mo. 9.
_
The return mentioned dealt with the allotments then occupied. No mention is made of either
King or Jackson, or any of the parties now mentioned in connection with the present claim to allotment
No. 15 of section 12, nor is that land included.—R.H.D., 17th May, 1881.

No. 10.
Mr. W. Elyard to The Acting Surveyor-General.
Sir,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 21 March, 1854.
.
Tii reference to your letter No. 51/132, of the 24th ultimo, on the subject of the allotments
in the town of Parramatta, formerly held under lease from Governor Sir Thomas Brisbane, which are
still unclaimed by the parties interested under the notice of 3rd June, 1852, I do myself the honor, by
the direction of His Excellency the Governor-General, to inform you that as ample time has been afforded
to claimants, and their attention to the liegnlations on tbe subject invited by repeated notices in tho
Government Gazette, the necessary steps should now be taken for resuming possession of the unclaimed
allotments on the part of the Crown.

,
2. The Civil Crown Solicitor has therefore been requested to afford you his advice and assistance
in carrying this decision into effect.
” I have, &c..
W. ELYAKD.

No. 11.
Mr. Surveyor Dcering to The Surveyor-General.
. „
S’r>
Sydney, 23 June, 1873.
' (col.Sec )S27
Compliance with your B.C. instructions, No. 73/12, of 20th June,TS73,1 have tho honor
” (Cc/sm
rcPofk otl fhe occupancy, &e, of allotments 14 and 15, section 12. town of Parramatta.
,, isFo*is5i
2. Allotment 14, Cl-J perches, originally leased to Daniel Jackson (Samuel Jackson on plan,
ParrBnLttaTWji Turramatta South), on 30th June, 1823 The grant docs not appear to have been issued. Upon the
Leases, vo!. i, hand stands a stone and brick house, containing eight rooms, and two stories high, occupied by Mr. James
folios 60, si. Gumming jis a certified Denominational Presbyterian School, and leased to him for that purpose until
March, 1874; leased from Mr. J. P. Staff, of Parramatta, as agent for the Trustees of the School of
Industry, Sydney, at an annual rent of £38. The house was formerly used, a long time ago, as a School
of Industry.
’
3. Allotment 15, section 12, 77 perches, now vacant land, originally leased to Thomas .King,
30th June, 1823. A Government cottage of mud or pise and thatch once stood upon the land, and was
occupied by Thomas King, who died without completing the purchase. The cottage and land were
occupied by the widow and family of Thomas King in continuation, and nearly forly years ago they loft
also, or rather the house tumble'd down and they were forced to leave Por many years the allotment
remained unenclosed (the former fence being carried away). Latterly the frontage to Macquarie-street
1ms been refenced, and the allotment is used as a small paddock.
No person lays claim to it by
occupancy, &c., or is in a position to do so.
'
4. I have been minute in recording these details, as the issue is a negative proof.
Prior to local inquiry the Grant Kegisters have been searched by officers of tho Lands Department
and by me with regard to allotment 14, and there is no record that any such grants have ever issued.
AVith respect, to allotment 15 (Thomas King), there can be no doubt whatever that such is the
ease. With respect to allotment 14 (Daniel Jackson), it ia almost impossible to say with certainty.
There may have been a promise of grant to the old School of Industry at Parramatta. There might
possibly have been even a grant issued, for it is impossible to say under what designation or names such a
grant would issue and he indexed.
,
Kcferenee to Mr. J. P. Staff, or perhaps the Hon, Deas-Thomson, is probably the shortest cut to
'
arrive at the fact. I have not, however, pursued the matter further. There must be some title, or colour
of title, it would be supposed, by which the School of Industry reeciies £38 per annum rental.
_
N As affecting these allotments, I desire to direct your attention to a Gazette notice of 3 June,
1852, Arel. 1, iol. 888, intimating that “in consequence of the expiration some time since of the original
leases issued by Sir Thomas Brisbane for various allotments of land in the town of Parramatta,” the
Government determined “to issue new leases of those allotments for one year,in terms of Her Majesty’s
Order in Council of 19 June, 1850, to all persons legally claiming under the former lessees, during the
currency of which the lessees will have ihe privilege of buying the land at ten years’ purchase of the
quit rent, calculated at the reduced rate of 4d. per perch.”
'
(2.) “The leases so to be granted will not, under any eireumstances, be renewed; and in every
case where the parties interested do not avail themselves of the above privilege of pre-emption during
the currency of the lease, the land will be resumed by the Crown.”
(3.) (Bequests claims to be submitted without delay.)
Fn the cases now under consideration, 1 believe that all claim to purchase became forfeited by
non-fulfilment of the foregoing conditions in the year 1852.
I have, &c.,
.
--------JOHN W. DEERING.
Minutes

7
Minutes on yb. 11.
The Hurveyor’a report in reference to occupation, &c., of allotments 14 and 15, section 12 town of
larrnmattii South, is submitted for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister for Lands, and it is
recommended that allotment 15 should be brought to auction sale; hut before taking similar action as
regards allotment 14. the Secretary of the Female School of Industry should he communicated with and
requested to state on what authority the allotment in question is held.—J.S.A. (for Surveyor-General}
B.C,, 8th July, 1873. The Under-Secrctary for Lands.
'
Approved.—J.S.F., 30 July, 1873.
Lady E. Deas-Thomson informed 22ud August 1873 but a
copy of tho letter could not be obtained.
1

No. 12.
Mr. H. Halloran to The Surveyor-General.
Band, International Patent and Trade Mark Agency,
T .
. .
355, Georgc-strcct, 1 October, 1878.
I have the honor to request that allotment Ho. 15 of section ATo.'l2, Macquarie-street, in the
town of l arramaitn, formerly leased to one Thomas King, but now vacant Crown land, may be oftcred for
sale by public auction at your earliest convenience, as I am desirous of bidding for the same.
I have, &c.,
HENRY HALLORAN,
■figyiii'.
Minutes on No. 12.
5/10/78.
Mr. Gall, Submit that a surrey be made, as the old plan is missing, and every inquiry can be
made respecting the lease, &c., hereafter. The surveyor will also be able to obtain infonnation.
,
,
J. H. L., 18/10/78.
Submitted that a new survey be made, but at the same time that the surveyor should report is to
the advisability of reserving the land for public requirements—A
7/11/78. The Deputy SurveyorGeneral.
Mr. Surveyor Deering is requested to survey and report as suggested.—Rout. D. Fitzgerald
lor Surveyor-General.
^
7
Sl^’,

No. 13.
Mr. H. Halloran to The Surveyor-General.
Land, International Patent and Trade Mark Reg. Agency,
, .
. ,
355, Gcorgc-stroct, 12 November, 1878.
. J hiu'e «ic honor to request (hat you will cause the allotment No. 15 of section No 12 in
Macquarie-street, Parramatta, which 1 made application to purchase on the 1st ultimo, mav be proclaimed
lor sale as early as practicable.
j
£c
"
Sll’,

, --------HENRY HALLORAN.
Minutes on No. 13.
Ascertain if this allotment is likely to be required for public purposes.—P.F.A., 12/11/78,
Applicant might be informed that his former application has been sent 1 o the surveyor for report
Alter action Ibis paper should ho relumed lo Auc. Bch. (Survey).—A.G, 13/11/78. Mr. Edwards'
Mr. (jaM,2//n/78.
i'orwarded to Mr. Surveyor Deering in connection with 7S/7.57G forwarded 7/11/7S
—I. liLLis, for S.-Gh, 4 Dec, !7S. Reported on with plan report 79/1,8 Feb , 1879—Jojlv W. Dkkrino.

Slr>

No. 14.
The Under Secretary for Lands to H. Halloran, Esq., C.M.G.

■

Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 November, 1878.
In reference to your letter of tbe 12th instant, relative to the submitting to auction of allot
ment Jo of section 12 m Macquarie-street, Parramatta, I am directed to inform you that your application
ot the 1st ultimo has been sent to the surveyor for report, and when received will be duly dealt with.
I
^ R:i0HAK])S0N>
_____________________ __________ (For tho Under Secretary.)

No. 15.
Mr. Surveyor Deering to The Surveyor-General.

Sir’
T
r
.. .
.
Sydney, 8 February, 1879.
. v
v 11 C0,rlPhM:iC0 with your B.C. instructions to me, No. 78/17 and 78/18 of 7th November and
4th December, 1878, 1 have the honor to report upon the application of Mr. Henry Halloran, and also
to transmit jilan or allotment 15 of section 12 of the town of Parramatta.
(L This allotment was originally leased to Thomas King by the Crown, and is now claimed by Mr,
John .1 aylor, auctioneer, &c., of Parramatta. No grant appears ever to have been issued, and Mr. Taylor
admits this, so far as be is aware. He further states that his late father had possession of the land over
forty years ago, but I have not been able to gather upon what basis tho alleged possession rests,—whether
a possessory title only, or whether there was a promise of grant to the late Mr. Taylor.
Mr. John Taylor holds the land in trust for other parties, and at present leases it to Mr. Entwistle
ot Parramatta.
’
3. I beg to suggest that Mr. Taylor be invited to transmit the details of his claim.
/•va n4lYAD‘a|,t ^rom
/eftliure °f ^1C ca3C> I have had an interview with the Mayor of Parramatta
(Mr. C. J. Byrnes) respecting the land; and from his representations to me, 1 should have been disposed
to recommend that the allotment, had it been the property of the Crown, be reserved for municipal
PurPoses'
'
I have, &c„
--------JOHN W. DEERING.

Minutes
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Minutes on No. 15.
_
Submitted that Mr. Taylor be informed, of the intention to send this land on for auction sale, so
that be may have an opportunity of putting forward any claim he may have to the land in question,—
Bobebt 1). Fitzgeealo, for Surveyor-General, 25/3/79.
Mr. Taylor may be written to accordingly, and in terms of this report, and Mr. Halloran informed.
C.O., 26/8/79.
For approval.—W.W.S., 29/3/79.
Approved.—J.H., 1/4/79.
In a month.

No. 16.
Mr. H. Halloran lo The Surveyor-General.
Sir,

■
Laud and International Patent Agency, 1, Bridge-street Chambers, G March, 1879.
I have the honor to refer to my application of the 1st ot October last, to purchase allotment
No. 15 of section No. 12, in Macquarie-street, Parramatta, leased to one Thomas King, in the year 1823,
but now the property of the Crown ; and to request that the laud may be offered for sale by auction, or
that I may be favoured with a reply to my application, informing me of the decision arrived at thereon.
I have, Ac.,
______
HENRI HALLORAN.
Minutes on No. 10.
_
_
Records.
There is another letter from Mr. Halloran referring to same subject I think.—R.H.D.,
12/3/79.
Mr. Gall, 12/3/79.
_
Mr. Surveyor Deering was instructed on former application, 78-8,723, to measure the land ; he has
now sent in a plan which is in the hands of the charter, Mr. Elwin, being dealt with, and he has been
instructed to deal with the case as quickly as possible.—A.G., 14/3/79.
Mr. Edwards,—Inform, 17/3/79.
Mr. Gall.
Mr. Elwin,—This might be placed with papers
79-1,088 (Licensed Surveyor Deering).—A.G., 7/4/79.

No. 17.
The Council Clerk, Parramatta, to The Secretary for Lands.
Sirf

Council Chambers, Parramatta, 18 March, 1879.
Under tbe direction of His Worship the Mayor, I have the honor to make application for the
dedication to tho Borough Council of Parramatta “ fur storage purposes” that piece ot land situated iu
Macquarie-street, within this Borough, and hounded as under :—
On the north by Macquarie-street, on tbe south by properties owned by Messrs. Crouch and Davies,
on tbe east by W. Pratt’s property, and on the west by property known as the School of Industry.
I may further inform you that the Borough Council has groat need of such a piece of land for the
purpose mentioned, and would therefore most urgently pray that this application may be complied with.
I have, &c.,
SYDNEY WICKHAM,
Council Clerk.

No. 18.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to H. Halloran, Lsq., C.M.G-.
Sir;

Department of Lands, Sydney, 31 March, 1879.
With reference to your letter of the 6th instant, on tho subject of submitting to auction tho
15 of Boction NtL land noted in the margin, I am directed to inform you that Mr, Surveyor Deering has sent in a plan of
street, ram-' the land referred to, which is now being dealt with.
1 have, &c.,
natta.
CHARLES OLIVER,
(For the Undcr-Secretary).
Allotment No,

No. 19.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. Taylor.
g;rj

Department of Lands, Sydney, 10 April, 1879.
In reference to your personal representation to Mr. Surveyor Dcering, that allotment 15 of
section 12, in the town of Parramatta, is your property, 1 am directed to inform you that the Government
contemplate sending to auction the land referred to, and to request that you will he good enough to
transmit to this office without delay the details of your claim.
I have, Ac.,
W. W. STEPHEN,
Under-Secretary.

No. 20.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to H. Halloran, Esq., C.M.G.
gjj

Department of Lands, Sydney, 10 April, 1879.
’
In reference to your letters of the 1st October and 12th November last, relative to the send
ing to auction sale of allotment 15 of section 12, in town of Parramatta, I am directed to inform you
that, as Mr. John Taylor, of Parramatta, states he is the owner of the land referred to, it cannot be offered
for sale until his claim is considered.
I have &c.,
W. W. STEPHEN,
Under-Secretary.

9
No. 21.
Tlic Council Clerk, Parramatta, to The Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

Council Chambers, Parramatta, 1G April, 1879.
Under the direction of His Worship the Mayor I have the honor to bring under your notice
my communication of the 18th of March last, with reference to dedicating to the Borough Council of
Parramatta a piece of land situated in Macquarie-street, within this borough, for storage purposes. The
same being of vast importance to the Borough Council for the purpose as above mentioned, I would most
urgently request that yon have the goodness to give the application your immediate attention and grant
the Council’s request.
I have, &c.,
SYDNEY WICKHAM,
Council Clerk,

No. 22.
H. Halloran, Esq., C.M.G-., to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
Land and International Patent Agency,
1, Bridge-street Chambers, 24 April, 1879.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, wherein you
inform me that Mr. John Taylor states that he is the owner of the allotment in the town of Parramatta
(15 of section 12, Macquarie-street), which I applied on the 1st of October last to bo allowed to purchase.
In reply, I beg to assure yon that any officer of ordinary intelligence in the Surveyor-G-eneral’s
Office may in ten minutes prove the allotment to be vacant Crown land.
The allotments in the town of Parramatta leased by Sir Thomas Brisbane on the 30th June, 1823,
for fourteen years—it may have been for twenty-one years (I have not referred to the Register for many
years)—contained no power to the lessees to dispose, though they did contain a provision for their con
version on certain conditions into grants on the expiry of the leases. Many of these allotments were
within my knowledge so converted; but this allotment, originally leased to Thomas King, has never been
so granted to King or to any other person, as the records of the Surveyor-General’s Office will easily
show ; and I therefore beg to renew my request that the allotment may be offered for sale by public auction.
Should Mr. John Taylor have any sustainable claim, the Court of Claims, which is still in exist
ence under the law, ohers tho proper means of his substantiating such claim against the Crown and
against all others. Although it may be a more difficult way of reaching his object than an unregarded
occupation until sold, the right of the Crowm itself to resume it now may be readily disputed.
I have, &c.,
HENRY HALLORAN.
Sir,

No. 23.
Minute by Inspector of Land Offices.
Mr. Taylor's claim to a piece of land at Parramatta.
Mu. Taylor has made a lengthy statement as to his right to hold allotment 15 of section 12, in the town of
Parramatta, wliich is anything but conclusive, in fact it goes to show that he has no right whatever to hold
the allotment. In the second paragraph of his letter he recites a Sheriff's sale of the laud in the jrear 1829,
and upon which he builds up the title to the land, not as owner, but that he holds it in trust for the
daughter of one Henry Hughes (deceased). I have obtained a copy of the Gazette notice of the 8th
September, 1829, and find that tho land therein referred to is not allotment 15, hut the adjoining lot 14,
which was in 1874 granted to a School of Industry.
_
_
I see nothing to prevent the Government dealing with the allotment now in question as is thought
roper. Both it and the allotment granted to the School of Industry were originally leased by Thomas
lrisbane,in June, 1823, the latter to Daniel Jackson, and the former—that now in question—to Thomas
King. Each lease contained a clause conferring a right of purchase within a certain number of years,
which has long since expired without any application to purchase having been made, and consequently the
land reverted to the Crown.
The Municipal Council of Parramatta has applied to have the allotment reserved for storage pur
poses, and Mr. Halloran to have it submitted to sale by auction.
I perceive upon Mr. Doering’s report, 73-9,843 Ms., herewith, Mr. Parnell decided to send the
allotment to auction, but tho decision was overlooked while action was being taken in connection with
tbe land granted to the School of Industry.
Mr. Taylor should be informed of the facts of the case, and it then remains to be determined
whether the land be offered at auction, or reserved and placed under the control of the Muncipal Council.—
C.O.—27/6/79.

6

Minutes on No. 23.
Eorthe consideration and decision of the Minister.—IV.W.S., 28/6/79.
I think it would be advisable under the circumstances, and having regard to the statements made
in Mr. Taylor’s letter, as well as for better precaution, that these papers should he referred to the
Crown Solicitor with the view of ascertaining that gentleman’s opinion as to whether Mr. Taylor has any
valid title or claim to this portion of land.—J.H., 2/7/79.
Crown Solicitor.—3/7/79.

66—B
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No. 24.
Mr. J. Taylor to The Under-Secretary for Lands.

,

Sir,

Parramatta, 17 September, 1879.
In reply to your letter of the lOtli instant, bearing the above number, and requesting the
Case No. 1,61ft, details of my claim to allotment 15 of section 12, in the town of Parramatta, 1 have the honor to state as
Exhibit C.
Produced on be follows :—
half of Crown,
It appears from papers in my possession that the first holder from the Crown was a person named
ftth June, 18S1.
W. 0. PEXHCffl- Dominick M‘Currey, and that in 1829 this land was known as “ Dominick M'Currey’s allotment ” (as will
TONTr Secrctarj’. be seen by reference to the Sydney Gazette of date September 8th, 1829, where an advertisement appears
of a Sheriff’s sale of this land, the name being therein erroneously called M'Kay). From this holder the
land passed to Daniel Jackson, and thence to a person named John Hunt, who built a house and lived on
the allotment up to the time of his death. By the will of the said John Hunt, dated loth October, 1816,
attested by Thomas Gorman, Dominick M'Ourrey, and William Stapleton, this land was devised to one
Henry Duran, alias Hughes, a blacksmith in Bcrrima; and my father, Hugh Taylor, of Parramatta, now
deceased, had all the papers and documents relating to the matter at that time, and had also possession
of the allotment from that time to the time of his death.
Some time after ray father’s decease, since which time I had the possession and all the papers in
the matter from his estate, Henry Hughes came to Sydney with an infant daughter, and died, I believe, in
the hospital. Before his death he made a will (prepared by the late Parry Long, Esq., solicitor) leaving
this piece of property to his said daughter, and at the same time he (Hughes) requested me to look
after it for her. This I have done for upwards of twenty-four years ; and my claim is solely made in the
interest of the said daughter of Henry Duran or Hughes as devisee under her father’s will.
After my said father’s decease in 1854,1 obtained all the papers in this matter, and also possession
of the land in question ; and at the time that Henry Hughes was about making his said will I, to further
his (Hughes’) interests, handed the greater portion of the papers to the late Parry Long, Esq., solicitor, of
Sydney, who was acquainted with tbe whole matter during my said father’s lifetime, and inquiries have been
and are being made to the representatives of the late Parry Long, and also inquiry has been instituted to
discover the said daugher of Henry Hughes deceased, the said devisee.
My brother, Hugh Taylor, Esq,, M.P., is conversant with a number of tbe facts above stated, and if
deemed expedient, he is willing to prove the same by affidavit or declaration. 'It therefore appears clearly
that this allotment has been in the possession of my late father and myself for a period of upwards of
forty years.
Under these circumtances I trust the Government will cause inquiries to be made before sending to
auction the allotment of land referred to.
I have, &c.,
--------JOHN TAYLOR.
Minnies on No, 24.
Deeds Branch, for report as to Dominick M'Ourrey’s allotment.—-C.O., 24/4/79.
Mr. Oliver,—I cannot find any trace of a grant to Dominick M’Currey of allotment 15, section 12,
town of Parramatta, in the Registers in this Branch, but there is a record of a lease to one Thomas King of
the allotment in question.—C.N., Deeds Branch, 6/5/79.

No. 25.
Tlie Crown Solicitor to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

Crown Solicitor’s Office, Sydney, 18 September, 1879.
I have tho honor to return the papers relating to the claim of Hugh Taylor, Esqnire, to hold
allotment No. 15, section 12, in the town of Parramatta, and to suggest for the consideration of the
Minister that perhaps the best way of dealing with this case will be to inform Mr. Taylor that if he be
advised that he has a claim to this land, he should make application through the Court of Claims for a
grant; and that if he finis to do so within a time to be named, the Government will proceed to take
possession of the land, with a view to its being dealt with as Crown land.
I have, &c.,
JOHN WILLIAMS,
--------Crown Solicitor.
Minutes on No. 25.
_
Submitted specially.—J.G.B., 18/9/79.
The suggestion of the Crown Solicitor should, I submit,
be carried out without delay.—W.W.S., 22/9/79.
Approved, but the application should be made within
six weeks from this date.—J.H., 22/9/79.
Mr. De Low,—Applicants may he informed.
End of
October, with reply from Mr. Taylor, if received.—R.H.D., 25/9/79.
_
_
1. Mr. Taylor culled this morning, and verbally stated he had not preferred his claim to the Court
of Claims, the time for doing which expires to-day, in accordance with tlie Minister’s minute of 22nd
September last. 2. Mr. Taylor alleges that a new claimant has come forward in tho person of the brother
of the woman for whom ho lays the claim, and requests an extension of time for one month.—R.H.D.,
3rd November, 1879.
It is submitted that under these circumstances time may he extended for one month.—J.G.B.,
3/11/79.
Under-Secretary, for approval,—W.W.S., 3/11/79.
Approved.—J.H., 19/11/79.
Mr. De Low,—Inform Mr. Taylor the time has been extended for one month, i.e., to 19th
December, 1879.—J.G.B., 20/11/79.
End of December, with reply if received.—R.H.D., 24/11/79.

No. 26.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. Taylor.
Sirj
Department of Lands, Sydney, 25 September, 1879.
”
With reference to your letter of the 17th September instant, relative to your claim to hold
allotment No. 15, of section No. 12, in the town of Parramatta, I am directed to inform you that the ease
has
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has been submitted to the Crown Solicitor, who is of opinion that if you are advised that you have a claim
to the land in question, you should make application to tlie Court of Claims for a deed of grant.
2. I am to add, that if such .application is not made on or before tlie 3rd November uext, the Grovernment will proceed to take possession of the land, with a view to its being dealt with as Crown land.
I have, &c.,
W. W. STEPHEN.

No. 27.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. Taylor.
Sir,

_
Department of Lands, Sydney, 21 November, 1879.
With reference to my letter of the 25th September last, relative to the claim preferred by you
on behalf of the daughter of one Henry Hughes (deceased), to allotment 15 of section 12, in the town of
Parramatta, and informing you that you should make application to the Court of Claims fora deed of
grant, such application to be made on or before tbe 3rd of this present month, 1 am now directed to state
that, in compliance with your verbal request, the time within which the said application may be made has
been extended until the 19th proximo.
I have, &c.,
JOHN G. BDAXDAND,
________________ _______________(For Under-Secretary).

No. 28.
.
Mr. C. S. Jones to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
_
S'r,

No. 79-7,061, Alienation.
128|-, Elizabeth-street, Sydney, 21 November, 1879.
_ Mr. John Taylor, of Parramatta, auctioneer, has shown me your letter of the 25th September
last, relative to the ownership of an allotment of land, No. 15 of section 12, at Parramatta. I am in
structed by Mr. Joseph Hughes, of Narrandera, blacksmith, that he is the owner in fee-simple of the land
in question, having been so entitled as the eldest and only son of tho late Mr. Henry Hughes, to whom,
it is believed, it was devised by the will of his godfather, Mr. John Hunt, As my client is taking the
necessary proceedings to establish his title to the property, I trust that no steps whatever may he taken
by the Government without notice to me ; meanwhile Mr. Taylor will retain possession of the property in
the interest of Mr. Hughes.
"
Yours &c
--------CHA RLES SMITH JONES.
Minutes on JVb. 28.
Pecords,—Papers please.—J.G.B., 10/12/79.
It is submitted that Joshua Hughes should (as
suggested by the Crown Solicitor in the claim of Mr. Taylor) make application through the Court of
Claims for a grant; and if he fails to do so within a certain time, say six weeks, tbe Government will pro
ceed to take possession of the land with a view to its being dealt with as Crown land.
The writer of
this letter should be asked to state, without delay, whether it is tho intention to apply through the Court
of Claims.— W.W.S., 5 January, 1880.
Inform, and ask for an immediate reply.—R.H.D., 8 January,
1880.
End of month, with reply.—R.H.D., 14 January, 1880.

No. 29.
Tlie Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones.
^’r>

_
Department of Lands, Sydney, 13 January, 1880.
With reference to your letter of the 21st November last, in which you state that you are
instructed by Mr, Joshua Hughes, blacksmith, of Narrandera, that he is the owner in fee-simple of the Allotment No.
land noted in the margin, I am directed to inform you that, unless your client shall within reasonable time ilj
ofN°’
make application to the Court of Claims for a deed of grant of the land referred to, the Government will
proceed to take possession of the land witli a view to its being dealt with as Crown land.
_
2. I am further directed to request the favour of an immediate reply, stating if it is your client’s
intention to make application as above suggested.
I have &c
W. W. STEPHEN.

No. 30.
Mr. C. S. Jones to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
79-9,032, Alienation, herewith.—N.W.
Sir
128, Elizabeth-street, Sydney, 14 January, 1880,
_
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tbe 13th instant, in reference to
the claim of Joshua Hughes to allotment No. 15. section 12, lown of Parramatta.
In reply thereto, I beg to state that Mr. Hughes does intend applying to the Court of Claims for a
deed of grant thereof; that the necessary evidence to establish his right thereto is now being obtained j
and that no time will be lost in making the application.
I have, &c.,
CHARLES SMITH JONES.

No. 31.
Mr. C. S. Jones to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
Jie application of Joshua Hughes for a Crown grant of allotment 15, section 12, Parramatta.
Sir,
_
128, Elizabeth-strect, Sydney, 3 February, 1880.
Referring to the correspondence ihat has taken place herein, more particularly to your letter
of the 13th ultimo, 1 have now the honor to inform you that my client, Mr. Joshua Hughes, of Narrandera,
blacksmith, claims to be entitled to a Crown grant in fee-simple of the land in Parramatta known as
No. 15, section 12, of that town (before referred to), and that he will he prepared to substantiate such claim
before the Court of Claims when required to do so.
The
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Tlie grounds upon which lie claims are as under:—
1. Thai; tho land in question was, on or about the 30fch June, 1823, demised by the Crown to one
Thomas King for a term of twcuty-one years, with right of purchase.
2. That John Hunt, late of Parramatta (?), subsequently became the owner of the said laud.
3. That the said John Hunt died, having by his will devised tho said land to hia godson, one
Henry Hughes.
4. That the said Henry Hughes died about 18G0.
_
_
5. That the said Joshua Hughes is the eldest son and heir-at-law of the said Henry Hughes.
C. That the said land has been in the absolute and undisturbed possession of the said Joshua
Hughes and his predecessors since tho date of tho said lease to tho present time.
CIIAKLES SMITH JONES.

ParagiapM of
ct er’

Minutes on No. 31.
For copy of lease see document marked “ A" herewith,—K.H.D., Gtb February, 1880.
Tins statement is very questionable; the agent for the Committee of the School of Industry
having for years prior to 187G used the land, having looked upon it as belonging to that institution, which
stands on the adjoining allotment on the west—allotment 14.—K.H.D., fUh February, 1880,
This case having stood over since the 22nd September last, it is now submitted that, as the onus of
proof of possessiou rests entirely with the claimant (Joshua Hughes), Mr. Jones be informed that unless
the Court of Claims is seised of his client's (Hughes') claim within one month, the Government will
proceed to deal with the land as Crown laud.—Oth February, 1880.
_
For approval.—J.G.B., 0/2/80. Under-Seeretary.
Mr. Jones may be informed as above and
papers sent on to Court of Claims.—W.W.S., 18th February, 1880. Mr. Jones as above.
Approved.—
J.H., 19/2/80.
Tho Secretary to the Court of Claims with papers, 1st March, 1880.

No. 32.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones.
Sir,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 1 March, 1880.
With reference to your letter of the 3rd ultimo, relative to the claim of your client (Mr. Joshua
Hughes) to allotment 15 of section 12, in the town of Parramatta, in which you state that Mr. Hughes
is prepared to substantiate his claim before the Court of Claims, I am directed to inform you that unless
that Court is seised of your client’s claim within one month from this date the Government will proceed
to deal with the land in question as Crown land.
I have, <fcc.,
JOHN G. BLAX LAND,
(For Under-Secrctary).

No. 33.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Tlie Secretary of the Court of Claims.
gir]

Department of Lands, Sydney, 1 March, 1880,
I have tlie honor to transmit to you herewith papers 80-823 Alienation, relative to the claim
put forward by one Joshua Hughes to the land comprised iu allotment 15 of section 12 or the town of
Parramatta; and with reference thereto I am directed to state that Hughes has, thro ugh his solicitor (Mr.
C. S. Jones) been informed that unless he makes application to tho Court of Claims with a view to
establishing his claim within one month from this date, the Government will proceed to deal with the
land in question as Crown land.
2. I am further directed to request you to return these papers to this Department, should the
application referred to not bo made within the time specified, accompanied by a report to that effect.
I have, &c.,
B.H.D.
JOHN G. BLAXLAND,
(For Under-Seeretary).

No. 34.
Mr. C. S. Jones to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
Sb,j

128, Elizabeth-strcot, Sydney, 2 March, 1880.
In reply to your letter of the 1st instant, I have to request that my letter to you of the 3rd
ultimo may he forwarded to the Court of Claims, in order that my client’s claim may be dealt with by
that Court in accordance with tho terms of the Act.
I have, &c.,

---------

CHAELES SMITH JONES,
(Per D.S.)

Minnies on No. 34.
Inform case has gone.—J.G.B., 9/3/SO.
All papers were forwarded on the 1st March, 1880.—
E.H.D., 10th March, 1880.
Put away.—B.H.D., 15th March, 1880.

No. 35.
Notice of hearing at Court of Claims.
Notick is hereby given that thefollowing claim for a deed of grant will be ready for examination by the

Commissioners appointed for that purpose under the Act of Council 5th W illiamlV, No. 21, at the
expiration of two months from this date, before which day any caveat or counter-claim must he entered
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at the office of the Commissioners, 77, Elizabeth-street, Sydney. Due notice will bo given of the days
appointed for hearing :—
iNo. 1,517, Joshua Hughes.
All that piece or parcel of land containing by admeasurement 77 rods, situated at Parramatta,
parish of Saint John, county of Cumherland, Colony of New South Wales; bounded on the west by a
line 2 chains 74 links; on the south by a line 1 chain 73 links; on the east by a lino to Macquarie-street
2 chains SO links ; and on the north by that street 1 chain 67 links, and being allotment No. 15, section 12,
as delineated in tho Government map of the town of Parramatta.
This land was, on or about the 20th June, 1823, demised by the Crown to one Thomas King for a
term of twenty-one years with right of purchase. Ibis alleged that John Hunt, late of Parramatta,
subsequently became the owner of tlie said land, and by his will devised the same to his godson Henry
Hughes, who died about 1860, leaving the present applicant, his eldest son, heir-at-law, and who now seeks
to obtain a grant.
By order of the Commissioners,
W. G. PENNINGTON,
Court of Claims, 3rd March, 1880.
Secretary.

No. 36.
Tlie Under-Secret ary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones.
Sir,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 12 March, 1880.
With reference to your letter of the 2ml instant, relative to the claim of your client, Joshua No note in the
Hughes, to the land noted in the margin, in which you request that your letter of the 3rd ultimo to this mBr*ino1 c tr'
Department may be forwarded to the Court of Claims, 1 am directed to inform you that all the papers
connected with the case, inclusive of the letter referred to, were forwarded to the Secretary to the Court
of Claims on tho 1st instant.
1 have, <fcc.,
JOHN G. BLAXLAND,
(Bor Under-Secretary).

No. 37.
Mr. C. S. Jones to The Secretary of Court of Claims.
Case No. 1,517—Joshua Hughes.
128, Elizabeih-street, Sydney, 5 May, 1880.
I have tlie honor to acknowledge tlie receipt of your favour of this day’s date. The witnesses
for tlie applicant reside in different parts of the Colony, the applicant himself at Narrandera, one witness
at Goulburn, and two at Parramatta. I am therefore not ready at present to proceed with the case, but
if you will name your day, say between the 17th and 22iul of May current, I shall be ready to meet tho
Court. An early reply will oblige.
Yours obedientlv,
CHARLES SMITH JONES.
Sir,

No. 38.
Notice of hearing at Court of Claims.
Couni

of

Ci.aims,

The Commissioners will hold a Court for the hearing of the undermentioned claim, on Tuesday, the 25th

day of May next, at half past 3 o’clock, at the Master in Equity’s Office, Supreme Court-house, Kingstreet, Sydney:—
Claimant.

Clalmant’H Solicitor.

Opponent.

Opponent's Solicitor.

By direction of the Commissioners,
.
W. G. PENNINGTON,
Secretary.

Sydney, 20 May, 1880.

No. 39.
Tlie Secretary of Court of Claims to The Council Clerk,7 Parramatta.
v

Sir,

Office of Court of Claims, 69, Elizabeth-strect, Sydney, 20 May, 1880.
Tho Commissioners of the Court of Claims have directed me to inform you that the case noted
in tho margin has been referred to them by the Secretary for Lauds for investigation and report, and I Joshm iiurinw
have to request that you will appear, if necessary, before the Court, to be held at the office of tlie Master
*
iu Equity, Supreme Court-house, King-street, on Tuesday, the 25th day of May instant, at half-past 3 ™toB-n’ofCCtu>n
o’clock, when and where you may make any objections to the said application that you may think fit.
p»’n»ina«a.
I have, &c.,
W. G. PENNINGTON,
--------Secretary.
Minutes on No. 39.
Served a true copy of the within notice on Priday, tho 21st day of May instant, at 5 p.m.—John J,
Cannon.
Copy letter lo the Council Clerk of the Municipality of Parramatta.
This isthepaper
writing, marked “ A,” referred to in the annexed declaration of John Jerrold Cannon. Taken before me,
this 26th day of May, a.t>. 1880.—M. Josephson, J.P.
No. 40.

174
u

.

No. 40.
Declaration Iby Jolm J. Cannon.
Case 1,517 ; Joshua Hughes, applicant,
I, John Jekrom Canson, of Elizabeth-street, Sydney, in the Colony of Hew South "Wales, attorney’s

clerk, do solemnly and sincerely declare that I am clerk to Mr, "William George Pennington, one of the
attorneys of this Honorable Court. I was instructed by Mr. Pennington, who informed me that he was
so directed by the Commissioners, to serve a notice upon the Council Clerk of Parramatta, which Council
appeared, from the papers transmitted to this Court, to a claim to the land in question ; duly served a
notice, of which a copy is hereunto annexed, marked “ A,” at the office of the Municipal Council of
Parramatta, on Friday, the 21st day of May, 1880, at 5 o'clock in the afternoon. And I make this solemn
declaration conscientiously believing the same to he true, and by virtue of the provisions of an Act made
and passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled “ An Act for the effectual
abolition of Oaths and Affirmations taken and made in various Departments of the Government of Hew
South "Wales and to substitute Declarations iu lieu thereof and for tho suppression of voluntary and
extra-judicial Oaths and Affidavits.”
'
,
JOHH J. CAHHOH.
Made and signed before me, at Sydney, this 26th day of May, 1880,—
"
M. P. Joseph son, J.P.

No. 41.
Report of Commissioners of Court of Claims.
Hew South "Wales.
of the Commissioners appointed under tho Act of Council of 5th William IV, Ho. 21, for hearing
and examining claims to grants of land :—
Case:—Ho. 1,517.
Proposed grantee’s name and address:—Joshua Hughes, of Narrandera, blacksmith.
Claimant’s name and address :•—-Same.
Opponent’s ditto:—Hone.
Name of lessee :—Thomas King,
Date of lease:—30th June, 1823.
.
By whom leased:—Governor Sir Thomas Brisbane.
Description of the land:—All that piece or parcel of land, containing by admeasurement 77 rods,
situated at Parramatta, parish of St. John, county of Cumberland, Colony of New South
'
Wales; bounded on tho west by a line 2 chains 74 links, on the south by a line 1 chain 73
links, on tlie east by a line to Macquarie-street 2 chains 80 links, and on the north by
that street 1 chain 67 links, and being allotment No. 15 of section 12, as delineated in the
Government map of the town of Parramatta.
Date of determination:—25th May, 1880.
Date of report:—8th July, 1880.
_
Report.
The Commissioners have the honor to report, for the information of His Excellency the Governor,
as follows:—
j
>
"Report

^kis claim is for a grant of lot 15, section 12, of the town of Parramatta, being the land devised
by Governor Brisbane to one Thomas .King, by lease, dated 30 June, 1823, for a term of twenty-one
years, with a right of purchase of tlie fee-simple as usual, under the regulations then extant.
The claimant, however, proves no title under Thomas King, but he relies on a title by possession of
fifty years and upwards, derived through John Hunt.
ft appears that there was a will of John Hunt’s, devising the land to Henry Hughes, and that the
father of Mr. Hugh Taylor in his lifeiime, and his sons, Mr. Hugh Taylor and Mr. John Taylor, since the
death of their father, hcM possession of the land for the representatives of Henry Hughes, and it has been
proved that the claimant is the heir-at-law of Henry Hughes.
.
The Commissioners have deemed it necessary to take further evidence as to the identity of the
claimant, lie having signed by a wrong name.
As it appeared from tlie papers forwarded by the Secretary for Lands that a counter-claim had been
made by the Municipal Council of Parramatta to the land iu question, the Commissioners have caused
special notice of the application to be served upon the Council Clerk of the Corporation, of which the
Corporation have taken no notice. A declaration of the fact of such service is herewith transmitted.
11 i
. f Commissioners recommend that a grant of the land issue to Joshua Hughes, of Narrandera,
blacksmith, his heirs and assigns.
Dated this 8th day of June, a.d. 1SS0,
ARTHUR T, HOLROYD, President.
WM. OWEN.
,.
_
Minnies on JVb. 41.
"
.
1.hle reP°rt of the Commissioners of the Court of Claims is submitted for approval of the issue of
a deed ot grant, in accordance therewith,—J.G.B., 14/7/80. Under-Secretary.
Eor the Minister’s
approval, W.W.S., 19/7/80.
Approved.—J.IL, 28/7/80.
Inform Borough Coimcil of Parramatta,
and send copy of pars. 2, 3, 4, 6, and 7 ; also inform Mr, Halloran.—R.H.D. (pro. J.G.B.), 30/7/80.
Ibis case was held over, as the Mayor of Parramatta called about tlie 10th August and stated it
was nis intention to write and have this case reopened. Up to the present he has not done so. The
papers are therefore sent on for the preparation of deed in tbo usual course.—R.H.D., pro G.B., 27/9/80.
Mr. Wiseman.
Mr. M‘Kern, take action,—J.W., 30/9/80.
Be Joshua Hughes,—Will the Survey Branch please furnish a" tracing from the town map of
arramatta or allotments 14 and 15, section 12, and adjoining lauds.—C.O., Lands Department, 13th
annary, 1881.
Mr. Willis.—J. W. Ellis, 14/1/81.
Mr. Richardson,—Tbe required tracings should be
S<T0n aS lMspl^Ci—D.T.CU 14/1/81.
Under-,Secref^rv for Lands.—Tracing herewith,—J.J.R.,
■A”/J:/oL James W. Ellis, pro. Surv.-Genernl, 19/1/81.
Ho. 42.
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No. 42.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Tlie Council Clerk, Parramatta.
Slr’

,,
.
Department of Lands, Sydney, 6 August, 1880.
With further r^erence to your letter of tho IGth April, 1879. rcquesling that allotment 15 of
section 12, in the town of Parramatta, might be dedicated to the Borough Council, 1 am now directed to
transmit herewith extracts from the report of the Commissioners of the Court of Claims on tho claim
preferred by Joshua Hughes, and to inform you that the Minister for Lands approves of the recom
mendation contained therein.
I have &e.
JOHH G-, BLAXLAHD,

(For Under-Secretary).
, .

[Enclosure to No. 42.]
Extract from Commissioners’ report.

.

‘This claim is for a grant of lot IS, section 12, town of Parramatta, being tbe land devised bv Governor Brisbane to one

ustTundW

1823'

a t0nU °f tWe'ltT‘0I1C yearS’ ^ a rieht

P™*™

-

UndC,' 'n'0WU ^ bUt hordiesoaa^ % possession of fifty years and

upivarils,^dCTh’edUhrougSTjohn Hunt.5 ^

Tavlor'iT,Tlh;?nlaH«tlmt 'lT? ,r,’, ^ar'1
Jo,hl21H'‘,lt,s devising tbo land to Henry Hughes, and that tbe father of Mr. Hugh
oMland f
1 fi'0“S 0IL.HuSlLTaH°r "Ud Mr. John Taylor), since tho death of their father, held possession
IIugiiM d f * representatives of Henry Ifughes, and it has been proved that tbe claimant is the heir-at-law of Henry
Municinrd
fr0m h* P°Frs,fo7.arde‘1 M
Secretary for Lands that a counter-claim had been made by the
wrverl nni^tl r f
J? 1 ~e )aud fiuesfl0Ilj ,‘ho Commissioners have caused special notice of tho application to bo
served upon tho Council Clerk of tho Corporation, of which tho Corporation have taken no notice
1

^

*

^

and assigns16 Com,nission0rs

t fi™*

^

to Joshua Hughes, of Karrandera, blacksmith, his heirs

“ Dated this 8th day of June, a d. 1880.
“AKTHUR T. HOLROYD, President.
WM. OWEN.”

No. 43.
Tlie Under-Secretary for Lands to H. Halloran, Esq., C.M.G.
Sir,'
nr-Li.
n
Department of Lauds, Sydney, 6 August, 1880.
..
.'V™ further reference to your application of the 1st October, 1878, to have allotment 15 of
section 12, in the town of Parramatta, sent to auction, 1 am now directed to inform you that the Minister
tor Lands lias approved of the recommendation of the Commissioners of the Court of Claims, that a deed
ox grant or the laud m question issue in favour of Joshua Hughes.
I have, etc..
JOHN G-. BLAXLAND,
_______________________ _
(For Under-Secretary).

No. 44.
Mr. 0. S. Jones to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
He Joshua Hughes.
Sn’>
T
, , , ,
^ c
x
„ 12S. Flizabeth-street, Sydney, 12 August, 1880.
.
n
1
frora the Secretary oi the Court of Claims that the Court lias recommended the No a E95
issue of a grant to tlie above-named applicant. If so, may I ask that the matter be proceeded with with- AiUmWS
out any unnecessary delay.
v^,™
herewith.
Tours, Ac.,
CHAJtLES SMITH JONES.
Eecords,—How docs ease stand-papers 80/823, Alienation?—J.O.B., 20/8/80.
Inform that
papers have been sent on for the preparation of deed.—B.H.D., 27/9/80.
Put away.—B.H.D., 5/10/80.

No. 45.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones.
S,r’
v
,
,
,
Department of Lands, Sydney, 4 October, 1880.
T ,
„
lt]' reforencc to your letter oi the 12th August last, relative to the claim preferred by Mr. No note i
Joshua Hughes to the land noted m the margin, I am directed to inform you that the report of the Com- “"B*11imssionors of the Court of Claims has been received and is being dealt with as speedily as possible.
I have, &c.,
CHAELES OL1VEE,
(Per TT.S.)

No. 46.
The Council Clerk, Parramatta, to The Secretary for Lands.
Sir.

'

U- f
V rr -vtr , ■
Clmmbej-S, Parramatta, 3 November, 1880.
Under the direction of His Worship the Mayor, I have tlie honor to inform you that at a
SSo~LfC°UnCl1 °f thC B0rOl(S °f ParriUllatta' he]d 011
1st instant, the following

m
-•
j Y0TS,liP 1Fe Mayor ho liereby empowered to make application to tho Honorable the
Munster for Lands to re-open tho question of dedicating the land in Macquarie-street to this Council, for
which

-N.W,

176
16
which a former application was made by resolution bearing date the 10th March, 18/9 ; and to inform
you that, through the non-receipt of any notice from the Court of Claims for this' Council to attend the
said Court to give evidence upon the subject, the Council failed to take action in the matter, and would
therefore kindly solicit that the question of dedicating the laud in Macquarie-stroct to the Council, for
which application was made, be re-opened. And would further kindly solicit that a surveyor may be
sent up to survey the said land in oraer to test its position.
I have, &c.,
SYDNEY WICKHAM,
--------Council Clerk.
Minutes on No. 4G.
This letter is submitted for the consideration of tho Minister. The case has been decided by the
Court of Claims, and the deed is about to issue, as advised thereby, to Joshua Hughes. The last paragraph
of this letter is confuted by paragraph six (G) of tho Commissiouers of the Court of Claims Keport, ot
which paragraph we enclosed a copy in our letter of Gtli August, 1SS0. J.G-.B., 23/11/80, , .
There does not appear to be any reason why the case should be re-opened. The Municipal Council
of Parramatta had notice from the Court of Claims, and apparently have failed to take advantage of it.—
C.O., 24/11/80.
, ,L ,,
Possibly, however, it would be safer to allow the Court of Claims to decide whether the case can
bo re

s|10U]d be juforrncfi that this Department has been furnished with a statutory declara

tion from the Clerk to the Commissioners of the Court of Claims, to the effect that due notice was served
upon the Municipal Council of Parramatta of the intention and time when the Commissioners would in
vestigate this claim, therefore any application for a re-investigation must be made to the Court of Claims.
—J.H., 2/12/80.
Hc-submil at end of January, 1831.—B.H.D., 17/12/80.

No. 47.
Mr. C. S. Jones to Tlie Uncler-Secretary for Lands.
No. 80-6,623, Alienation.
128, Elizahoth-strcet, Sydney, 17 Noyemhor, 1880.
With reference to yours herein of the 4th ultimo, I beg to request that you will let me know
how this matter is progressing, as my client is writing to me on tho subject, and I can give him no satisfector/
Y°“CHAI1LES SMITH JOUES,
§;r

(p. G.J.N.)

____ _

Minutes on No. 47,
_
•
•
j
Case has gone on for deed, as advised, by Court of Claims, Paper, SO-5,493, Alienation, Deeds,
29/9/80.—J.G-.B., 17/11/80. Under-Secretary.
Bor registration and papers, 80-6,623, Alienation.—
J G- B 17/11/80
Herewith.—N.W.
The deed has not yet been prepared—in fact the case is now
under'submission as to whether a claim by the Municipality of Parramatta shall in any way be recognized
(they not havino responded to an invitation of Court of Claims to show grounds for their claim). J.tr.B.,
24/11/80. Under-Seeretary.
Inform Mr. Jones that a letter wliich has been received from the
Municipal Council at Parramatta ia under coumderation, and that when a decision is arrived at thereon
ho will be further communicated with.—C.O.> 20/11/80,
llc-submil at end of January 1881
2/12/80.

No, 48.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones.
g'r

’

Department of Lands, Sydney, 30 November, 1830.
’
Referring to your letter of the 17th instant, respecting the case of John Hughes, which had
been referred to the Court of Claims, and requesting to be informed how the matter is progressing I am
directed to infonn you that a letter has been received from the Municipal Council of Parramatta, which is
under consideration, and when a decision is arrived at you will be further communicated with.
I have, &c.,
CHARLES OLIVER,
{fro TT.S.)

No. 49.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to The Connell Clerk, Parramatta.
Copy herewith.
See previous
papers.

gjr
Department of Lands, Sydney, 16 December, 1880.
'
With reference to your letter of the 3rd November ultimo, transmitting, by direction of His
Worship the Mayor, a resolution passed on the 1st of that month by the Borough Council of Parramatta,
muesting that the question of dedicating allotment 15 of section 12, in Macquarie-strcet, here-opened, as
; is alleged that no notice from the Court of Claims for the Council to attend and give evidence was
;eeived, I am directed to inform you that as a statutory declaration was forwarded to this Department
-om Mr. J. J. Cannon, Clerk to Mr. W. G-. Pennington, tlie Secretary to the Commissioners to the effect
ia! due notice was served, application for a re-investigation of the case must be made to the (.oinussioners of the Court of Claims; and I am to request that, should it be deemed desirable to prosecute
le subject further, application as indicated be made within one month Iroin this date.
/'ITT A -DT

ATTtTP.P.

No. 50.
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No. 50.
The Council Clerk, Parramatta, to The Secretary for Lands.
Sir,
_
_
Council Chamber, Parramatta, 20 December, 1880.
_
I am directed by His Worship the Mayor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
16th instant, acknowledging the receipt of the resolution passed by the Council of the Borough of
Parramatta, requesting that the question of dedicating a certain portion of land situated in Macquariestreet, within this borough, may be re-opened.
I admit that the so-called notice marked A, dated 20th May, 1880, was received by me; but as that
document stated that we should have to appear before the Court of Claims if necessary, such expression
led me to suppose that a further notification would have been forwarded if evidence bad been required to
be given by the Council upon the subject at issue.
I may further state that, the Council being only applicants to tho G-overnment for the land in
question, and not claimants thereof, naturally concluded the Government would protect their own interest
by seeing that evidence upon the case was forthcoming at the proper date.
I have, &c.,
SYDNEY WICKHAM,

---------

Council Clerk,
_ _
_
Minufes on No. 50.
. Not for Ministerial Branch.
Mr. Blaxland.—T.B., 22/12/80.
I presume on this letter the
Municipality do not intend to pursue the case further. However, until the middle of January, the time
given them to make their application, we can do nothing. After that, if nothing more is forthcoming from
the Council, the deeds must issue to Hughes, as before advised.—J.G.B., 28/12/80.
Under-Seeretary,—Copy of letter to the Municipality from this department herewith.—J.Q.B.,
4/1/81.
Prom this letter it appears that tho Council do not desire to proceed further in the matter,
and therefore the deed may issue to Joshua Hughes, as recommended by the Court of Claims.—C.O., 5/1/81.
Approved.—J.H., 7/1/81.
Write to parties to-day.—C.O., 8/1/81.
C. S. Jones, solicitor, and S.
Wickham, Council Clerk, informed, 8/1/81.
Records,—Connect all papers, then to Mr. Wiseman for
preparation of deed of grant,—R.H.D., pro J.G.B., 10/1/81.

No. 51.
Mr. C. S. Jones to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
Bo Joshua Hughes.
_
Elizabeth-strect, Sydney, December, 1880.
J- have th° honor to direct your attention to tho time that has elapsed since tho above-named
person s claim to a grant of a pieco of land at Parramatta, known as No. 15, section 12, of that town,
came before the Court of Claims, and was disposed of in the claimant’s favour, and to the correspondence
that has subsequently taken place between us upon tho subject, and to request that the grant may be
issued without further delay.
T have &c
--------CHARLES SMITH JONES.
Minutes on No. 51,
Issue of deed has been stayed on a letter from Municipality of Parramatta claiming the land.
However, the Municipality has been informed that they must apply to the Court of Claims if they wish
the case re-opened, and they have been given to about the end of January to lodge their claim.—J.G.B.,
23/12/80.
Under-Secretary,—Has the above been ascertained from the Secretary to the Court of
Claims ?—C.O., 24/12/80.
1
®ir>

No. 52.
The Under-Sccrctary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones.
Sir,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 8 January, 1881.
_ With reference to the correspondence which has taken place relative to the issue of a deed
of grant in favour of your client Joshua Hughes, of the land noted in tlie margin, I am directed to inform Allotment is of
you that, as it appears from the tenor of a letter of the 20th of last month, from the Corporation of the section lz< M“Borough of Parramatta, that that body is not disposed to proceed further in opposing your client’s claim, Parramatta1,
the Minister for Lands has approved of the deed of grant issuing in due course.
I have, &c.,
CHARLES OLIVER.

No. 53.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to The Coimcil Clerk, Parramatta.
.
Department of Lands, Sydney, 8 January, 1881.
With reference to your letter of the 20th of last month, relative to the question of dedicating Allotment m,
to the Borough Council of Parramatta tlie land noted in the margin, I am directed to inform you that, as eccti?n J2’
it appears from the tenor of your communication that the Council does not desire lo proceed in the SramcitaL4,
matter of the claim thereto, by preferring an application to the Commissioners of the Court of Claims for
the case to be re-opened, the deed of grant is to he prepared and issued in due course to Joshua Hughes,
in accordance with the report of the Commissioners.
I have, Ac.,
CHARLES OLIVER.

66—C

No. 54.
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No. 54.
The Council Clerk, Parramatta, to The Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

Council Chambers, Parramatta, 25 January, 1881.
With reference to the application made by the Council of the Borough of Parramatta for a
grant of land situated in Macquarie-street, within the said Borough, there appears to be some misunder
standing, the Court of Claims having represented this Council as claimants instead of applicants. The
Council of the Borough of Parramatta without doubt are in a position to give information in support of
their application, as to whose names the property has been assessed, and by whom held for a number of
years, and are willing to do so if permitted. J therefore have the honor, under direction of His
Worship the Mayor, to make application that you kindly cause the application for the said grant of land
made by tho Council of the Borough of Parramatta, to he reconsidered, to admit of the Council giving
such evidence as may be required.
I have, &c.,
SYDNEY WICKHAM,
--------Council Clerk.
Minutes on Jfo. 54.
Mr. Blaxland, 29/1/81.
May be referred to the Secretary to the Court of Claims.—C.O.,
1/2/81,
Approved.—J.H., 1/2/81.
The Secretary to the Court of Claims —C.O., B.C., Department
of Lands, 2/2/81.
Inform Council Clerk and Mr, Jones.—C.O.
'

No. 55.
The "Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. C. S. Jones.
Sir,

MooqimriC’Street
Parramatta,
allotment 15,
eection 12.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 8 Eebruary, 1881.
With reference to the correspondence which has taken place relative to tho issuing of a deed
of grant in favour of Joshua Hughes, of the land noted in the margin, I am now directed to inform you
that the Borough Council of Parramatta having objected to that course, and having asked for a re
consideration of the case, the papers have this day been forwarded to the Commissioners of the Court of
Claims.
I have, <fcc.,
CHAELES OLIYEE,
H nder-Secretary.

No. 56.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to The Council Clerk, Parramatta.
Sir,

Macquartc-street
Parramatta,
atlotmont 15,
section 12.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 8 Pebruary, 1881.
With reference to your letter of the 25th ultimo, in which you request, by direction of His
Worship the Mayor of Parramatta, that the subject of issuing a deed of grant of the land noted in the
margin may he reconsidered, in order to afford the Borough Council an opportunity of producing evidence
in support of their application to have the land dedicated for municipal purposes,—I am directed to inform
you that the papers have been forwarded to the Commissioners of the Court of Claims, and to request
that those gentlemen may he addressed by you on the subject if deemed desirable.
I have, &c,,
CHAELES OLIVEE,
Under-Secretary.

No. 57.
Mr. 0. S. Jones to The Secretary for Lands.
Be Joshua Hughes.
Sir,

Macquario-si
PaiTfuimtta,
allotment 15 Of

eec-ticm 12.

128, Elizaheth-street, Sydney, 16 Pebruary, 1881.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter herein of the 8th instant, informing me
that the Council of the Borough of Parramatta having objected to the issue of a grant of the land
therein, and herein noted in the margin, and having asked for a reconsideration of the case, the papers
had been forwarded to tho Court of Claims for reconsideration, 1 need scarcely state that, in view of
your letter of acknowledgment informing me that you had authorized the grant to issue, I am much
surprised at the course now taken, which I submit is without precedent and contrary to practice, if even
it be not ultra vires, as I venture to suggest that the Court of Claims having made their report, which
has been approved of and ratified by the Crown in accordance with the statute, is junctus officio, so far
as this particular case is concerned. Permit mo to direct your attention to tho following facts:—
The notice of hearing of this ease was duly published in the Government Gazette, as also notice of
the days of trial, and in addition thereto special notices were upon the Council of the Borough of
Parramatta.
The case came on for hearing before the Commissioners of the Court of Claims on the 25th day
of May, 1880, and several witnesses were examined on behalf of the claimant; and no appearance was
made at the hearing or any steps whatever taken by the Borough Council (although as I have shown they
had notice of the proceedings) until after the Crown had determined to adopt the report of the Commis
sioners and issue the grant to Hughes. I respectfully hut earnestly submit that it is contrary to justice
and all fairness that under the foregoing eireumstances the ca^e should be reopened, and especially upon
pullic grounds, as I fail to seo wbat public reasons, apart from any legal or equitable claim to the
ownership of the land, can or should in any way prejudice the right of a person who has satisfied the
Court of Claims and the Crown that he has such a right to the land as to justify the issuing of a grant.
My client has incurred considerable expense in this matter, and, if the course now' being pursued
be persisted in, will be saddled with further costs, and this through the deliberate action of the Council
of Parramatta in failing to put in an appearance at the hearing when their claim (if any) might have been
inquired into, and wliich action would preclude them from a rehearing in any British Court of Justice.
It may not be out of place to mention that one of tlie Commissioners (Mr. Owen) who presided at the
hearing
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hearing of this case is now absent in England, and as Mr. District Court Judge "Wilkinson is fully
occupied with his duties as such Judge and as Chairman of Quarter Sessions and would be required to sit
with the third Commissioner, Mr. HoJroyd (Master in Equity), the time when a rehearing would take
place is very problematical and its uncertainty extremely annoying. I now, on my client’s behalf, protest
with every respect against the harassing and inequitable course now proposed, and respectfully request
that the determination of the Q-overnment to issue tbe grant be acted on without delay. I may further
mention that the claimant is now on a bed of sickness, has a large family to support, and being in indigent
circumstances has no means at his disposal of further pressing his claim, and may thus be prevented
obtaining that assistance and evidence which would be necessary should a rehearing in this case be
persisted in. Asking for your early consideration of these circumstances,—
I have, <fcc.,
■
--------CHAELES SMITH JONES.
Minutes on No. 57.
Eecords,—Whatarethe subjects of the papers quoted ?—J.D.D., 2/2/81. What do papers 81-1,656
Miscellaneous refer to ? Eind out from wbat Branch the letter of the 8th February last was written.—
J.D.D., 1/3/81.
Tho letter referred to was sent from tho Auction Branch, vide 81-1,556, Miscellaneous,
which together with other papers re Joshua Hughes have been sent to the Court of Claims.—H.L.T.,
3/3/81.
Mr. Blaxland, 3/3/81.
Eecords,—Better index Alienation and put end month.—J.Gf.B.,
8/3/81.
Indexed Alienation accordingly.—N.W., 10/3/81.
Ain. Eecords.

No. 58.
The Secretary of the Court of Claims to The Council Clerk, Parramatta.
Sir,

Office of Court of Claims, 69, Elizaheth-street, Sydney, 4 May, 1881.
I have the honor to inform you, by direction of the Commissioners of the Court of Claims,
that a Court was held to-day, at which it was determined as follows :—That the object of the rehearing,
as appears from the correspondence between tbo Government and Borough Council of Parramatta,
wishing to have an opportunity of offering on behalf of the Crowm some evidence to show that the
claimant Joshua Hughes is not entitled to the grant, and that therefore the former report of 8th July,
1880,^ought not to be carried into effect. The Court is now adjourned till 10 o’clock on Monday, tho
BOth instant, at the office of the Master in Equity, Supreme Court-house, King-street, in order to afford
an opportunity to the Borough to offer such evidence as they may be advised to show that the grant
ought not to issue to the claimant.
I have, <fcc.,
W. G. PENNINGTON,
--------Secretary.
Minute on No. 58.
Served the original of this notice upon Mr. Wickham, Council Clerk, Parramatta, this fifth day of
May, 1881, at 2 o’clock iu the afternoon.—John J, Cannon.
"

No. 59.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to The Crown Solicitor.
Sir,

’
Department of Lands, Sydney, 17 May, 1881.
In transmitting the enclosed papers, having reference to a claim set up by Joshua Hughes to
allotment 15 of section 12, in the town of Parramatta, I am directed to request you to be good enough Urgent,
to peruse the precis (of this day’s date) of the case, and to advise me if, in view of the statement therein Enclosures to be
contained, the land is not, and whether it has not been Crown Land for many years past; and whether iu rotuml!dthe public interest the Crown should not he represented at the bearing of the case before the Commis
sioners of the Court of Claims.
2. As the hearing is set down for the 30th instant, and as the papers have been borrowed from the
Commissioners, I have to request that the subject may receive your early consideration and that I may be
advised accordingly.
I have, &c.,
CHAELES OLIYEE.
Seed., 18 May, ’81.—J.W,
------------------•

\Enchsu-re to No. 59.]
Precis.
Allotment 16 of section 12, Macquarie-street, Parramatta.
1. This land was originally leased by Sir Thomas Brisbane to John King, for a period of twenty-one years from tho
30th June, 1823, subject to a qnit rent, and with a right under certain conditions to purchase the fee simple. Copy of lease
herewith, marked “ A.”
2. By (Jaretto notice of 3rd June, 1852 (copy herewith, marked "B'1), the Q-overnmnnt notified—1st. That in order
to give tlie party or parties interested in this lease (which had expired 30th June, 1844) an opportunity of purchasing the fee
of the land, the lease would ho renewed for one year, during which the fee could bo purchased, 2nd. That the lease would
not he further renewed under any circumstances; and 3rd. That should tho privilege to purchase be not taken advantage of
the land would he resumed by the Crown.
3. By notice of the 28th Pebruary, 1853, it was proclaimed that unless the parties interested lodged their claim to
purchase tho fee under tho proclamation of 3rd June, 1852, they would be excluded from the benefits of that notice. (Copy
herewith, marked “ C.")
4. In Juno, 1873, when investigating this ease, Mr. L.-S- Dcering reported (see Ain. 73-9,843) :—
1st. That tho land was then unoccupied.
2nd. That King (the original lessee) died without completing tho purchase.
3rd. That the’widow and family were, about forty years previous, forced to leave, owing to the house, Ac., tumbling
down.
4th. That for many years the allotment remained unenclosed.
5th. Tli at no person lays claim to it by occupancy or otherwise, or is in a position to do so.
5. Ln July, 1878, Mr. Secretary Parnell directed flint the land should be sent, te auction; but owing to an oversight
the papers were inadvertently put away after dealing with the adjoining allotment, and the laud was not sent for sals (See
Ain. 73-9,843.)
i
c.

'
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6. In October, 1878, Henry Halloron, Esq., applied to bare tbc allotment sent to auction ; and in February, 1879, Mr.
Surveyor Deering briefly reported, stating that Mr. John Taylor, on behalf of person named Hughes, claimed the land
through King aud on the score of undisturbed possession. (79-1,088 Ain.) Mr. Taylor rras then asked to state the particulars
of the claim, and by letter of the 17th September, 1879, furnished details as follows
1st. That he (Mr. Taylor) had then papers in his possession.
2nd. That the papers showed that the first holder from the Crown was Dominick M'Curry.
3rd. That in 1829 the land was known as Dominick M'Curry’s allotment, as proved by reference to Government
Gazette of 8th September, 182!), in which the land is announced to be sold by the Sheriff as M'Kay’s land and
not M'Curry’s.
dth. That the land passed from M'Curry to Daniel Jackson.
5th. That it passed from Jackson to John Hunt.
6th. That John Hunt devised it by will, dated 15th October, 1816, to Henry Duran alias Hughes.
7th. That Duran or Hughes loft it by will to Ins daughter.
7. The next step is when C. S. Jones, solicitor, by his letter of the 3rd February, 1880 (Ain. 80-823), Cakes up the
cose for Hughes, the son of Hughes or Duran, who willed the land to bis daughter. Mr. Jones starts with the averment that
John Hunt (evidently the same person referred to by Mr. Taylor) became the owner of the land; and thence onward the
channel through which Hughes now claims is the same as that given by Mr. Taylor.
8. On the 18th March, 1879, the Parramatta Borough Council applied that the land should be handed over for
municipal purposes, and is (rarersing the claim by possession set up by Hughes. Apart, from this there seem to be good
reasons why the Crown should be heard when the case is before the Commissioners of the Court of Claims.
Notes on faragra-ph l.-~Tho right to purchase the fee existed so long as the quit rents were paid j when they faded, the
right lapsed. The onus of proof of payment would rest on the claimant. It is pretty clear from Mr. Deering’s report that
the quit rents were not paid after 18S3—about the date when tho widow and family left. The claimant or his agent does not
attempt to say the rents were paid up even during the currency of the original lease, i.e., up to 181 (tNotes on paragraph 2.—Careful search has been made, but no trace can be found of an application for the renewal of
King’s lease for allotment 15 under the proclamation of the 3rd June, 1852. This would bear out Deering's report as to tho
(practically) abandonment of the land about 1833, and consequently the lapsing of any right on tho part of any person to
purchase the fee.
_
"
Notes on paragraph 3.—Ko trace whatever can be found of any of the parlies mentioned by Mr. Taylor and Mr. Jones
having preferred a claim to allotment 15, the land leased to King; but under this proclamation (of tho 28th February, 1853), a
claim to allotment 14, through Daniel Jackson’s lease, was preferred, but disposed of in 1859 by Con it of Claims (case 1,424),
io favour of the Trustees of the Female School of Industry.
...
,
.
Notes on paragraph 4.—King died prior to 1833, during the currency of the lease, which expired in 1844, at wrhich time
his family had been off the land over ten years, and it is well known in the town that no person has lived on it since.
Note on paragraph 5.'—No claim to file land was attempted to be set up until it was decided to send the allotment 15
to auction.
Notes on paragraph G.—Although Mr. Taylor stated he had papers in his possession in 1879, they do not appear to
have boon produced at the hearing before the Commissioners in July, 1880. Dominick M'Curry or M'Kay never had a leaso
from the Crown of the allotment 15. The Gazette of 8th September, 1829 (copy herewith), jirorcd that the land therein
mentioned was allotment 14, leased to Jackson, through whom M'Curry or M'Kay derived his interest. Jackson may have
repurchased his interest at the Sheriffs sale ; hut if so, the lease, which is probably with Mr. Taylor, will show, or ought to,
the various endorsements of transfer. Even then, (hat is for allotment 14 and not 15, the land now in question. How
Hunt could deviso by will dated 15 October, 1816, an interest derived from another, but which interest was not created till
1823, six years after, is a mystery. If Hunt’s will was administered to, a copy of it could no doubt be produced from tho
Court records.
r
Notes on paragraph 7.—How or through what channel Hunt derived an interest from King Mr. Jones does not attempt
to show, Mr. Taylor never mentions King’s mime in his letter of the 17th September, 1879; nor yet docs his name appear
until it is found that the claim set up through Jackson, M'Curry, and Hunt bears upon allotment 14, long since settled.
From Mr, John Taylor’s letter and from Joshua King’s affidavit, tho papers lost at the death of the late Parry Long,
solicitor, are thoeo in connection with Hunt’s will; those in Mr. Taylor’s possession would no doubt show that the land
therein mentioned is allotment 14.
■
Notes generally.—On the 17th December, 1853, the Surveyor-General furnished the then Colonial Secretary with a
return showing tho allotments unclaimed under the proclamations of 1852 and 1853 by the parties then in occupation.
Jackson’s name appears for allotment 14; but neither his, M'Curry’s, or any other person’s, appears for 15, nor is that
allotment mentioned,—clear proof that it was not then occupied. This return was revised up to £4th February, 1854, with tho
same result as regards 15. These support Deering’s statement that tho land had long before 1854 been abandoned, thereby
reverting to tho Crown through tho lease foiling. Tho Commissioners, in their report of July, 1879 (case 1,517), state that
the claimant proves no title through King, but by possession of fifty years derived through Hunt. But Hunt must, if he
derived any interest, hare derived it through King, as no leaso was ever issued to Hunt or any other person except King.
Again, it is clear that King’s interest in the lease lapsed prior to 1833, and was never revived, so that by the operation
of the proclamation of the 28th February, 1853, the allotment 15 became Crown land after tho 31st Dccombor, 1853, if,
indeed, it had not become so defacto years prior to that date.
_
It is urged therefore that, at the rehearing of the cose on tiie 30t.h instant before tho Commissioners, the Crown should
bo represented, and that tho plea should be raised that the land is Crown land, and has been since 1853, if not since about
1833, tho date of abandonment, as it is believed that against tho Crown in this Colony length of possession gives no title.
It is further suggested that the Borough Council of Parramatta should be made acquainted with the view this
Department takes of the case, and of the line of action contemplated, and that it be asked to co-operate.
17th May, 1881.
______________________________
B.H.D.

No. 60.
Beport of Commissioners of Court of Claims.
jSTcw

’

South Wales.

Report of the Commissioners appointed under the Act of Council of 5th William IV, No, 21, for hearing
and examining claims 4o grants of land.
Case—No. 1,517 (rehearing).
_
Proposed grantee’s name and address—Joshua Hughes, of Narrandera, blacksmith.
Claimant’s name and address—Same.
t
Opponent's ditto—The Crown.
Name of promisee, lessee, or purchaser—Thomas King.
Date of promise, lease, or purchase—30th Juno, 1823.
By whom promised, leased, or of whom purchased—Governor Sir Thomas Brisbane.
Descriptiou of the laud—AU that piece or parcel of laud containing by admeasurement 77 rods,
situated at Parramatta, parish of St. John, county of Cumberland, Colony of New South Wales.
Bounded on the west by a line 2 chains 74 links; on the south by a line 1 chain 73 links; on the east by
a line to Macquarie-street 2 chains 80 links ; and on the north by that street 1 chain G7 links; and being
allotment No. 15, section 12, as delineated in the Goverumeut map of the town of Parramatta.
Date of determination—14th September, 1881.
Report.
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Beport.
,
The CommisBioners have the honor to report, for the information of His Excellency the Governor,
aa follows :—
Tliis case was heard before the Commissioners on tho 25th day of May, 1880, when they made
their report in favour of the applicant, to which they respectfully beg to refer.
_
That report states that the claimant has not proved any title from King, the original lessee of
this land, but relied on a possession of forty or fifty years, through John Hunt, or those claiming
through him.
The case has been re-opened ai the instance of the Secretary for Lands, and was re-heard on tho
30th May, and 9th, 20th, and 241,h Juno, when additional evidence was given, the claimant appearing by
his counsel and solicitor, and the Crown Solicitor watching the case on behalf of the Crown.
It appears clear that lot No. 15, section 12, which is the land now in question, was leased to one
King for twenty-one years by Governor Brisbane, on 30th June, 1823. There is also evidence that it was
afterwards in the possession of Hunt, who devised it to the father of the applicant, and that Mr. Taylor,
of Parramatta (deceased), and after his death his sons Hugh and John Taylor, have on behalf of tho appli
cant retained possession of this land. More evidence has been tahen on the present hearing, Messrs.
John and Hugh Taylor having given further evidence in support of this possession, and Mr. Butter having
deposed that for an interval of two or three years this possession was broken off; and Mrs. Walter, who
lived on an adjacent allotment from 1840 to*1870, stated on a declaration made by her that this land was
during that time “ vacant and unoccupied.” On this point, however, we see no sufficient reason for
coming to a different conclusion to that stated in our former report.
Some confusion has arisen between this allotment No. 15 leased to King and No. 14, which was
originally leased to Jackson, aud seems afterwards to have been known as M_‘Kay’s or M'Curry’s allot
ment (see Government Gazette of 8th September, 1829), and which having been dealt with by this Court
in 1859 as No. 1,424, was in accordance with the report then made granted to the School of Industry.
The Commissioners have no evidence before them that the parties in possession of King’s grant
availed themselves of the offers made by the Proclamations of 3rd June, 1852, and 28th Eebruary, 1853,
but the Commissioners do not refer to this question, because they understand that it has not boon usual
to resume hinds Urns leased for non-compliance with such offers.
With regard to tho letter of John Taylor, dated 17th September, 1879, it appears that this letter,
although signed by John Taylor, is in the handwriting of Mr. Bichardson (Mr. Taylor's solicitor), and was
prepared by him from documents left with him by Mr. Taylor. The early history of this land contained
iu this letter is altogether inaccurate; but as it may be an incorrect interpretation of those documents,
the Commissioners have taken evidence to explain the facts, and how Mr. Taylor came to sign a document
containing these mistakes.
Having given the matter the best consideration in their power, the Commissioners still adhere to
their report upon tho first hearing of the case, and recommend that a grant issue iu favour of Joshua
Hughes, of Narrandera, blacksmith, his heirs and assigns.
Dated this nineteenth day of September, a.d, 1881.
AKTHUK T. HOLBOYD,
President.
--------W. H. WILKINSON.
Minutes on Mo. 60.
These papers may bo forwarded to the Crown Law Officers, with a view to an opinion whether His
Excellency the Governor should be asked to approve of this recommendation (Proviso cl.4, Act 5 Will. IV
No. 21).—E.H.D., 29/9/81.
The Secretary to the Attorney-General.—C.O., B.C., 30/9/81.

No. 61.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to The Crown Solicitor.
Sir,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 5 October, 1881.
I have the honor to transmit herewith tho papers in connection with Joshua Hughes’ claim to
allotment 15 of section 12 in Macquarie-street, Parramatta, and to request the opinion of the AttorneyGeneral whether His Excellency the Governor should be asked to approve of the report of the 19th
ultimo of the Commissioners of the Court of Claims recommending the issue of a grant to the claimant.
2. Jn the event of the opinion being in the affirmative, 1 have to request that I may he informed
whether the quit rents are to be demanded; and if so, for what period and at what rate.
I have, &c.,
CHABLES OLIYEB,
Becd., 6 Oct., /8L—J.W. J.G.B,
Under-Secrctary.

No. 62.
Mr. J. B. Durhca to The Secretary for Lands.
Honorable Sir,
York Cottage, Ilordern-strcct, Newtown, 9 November, 1881,
I hereby protest, on behalf of Mary Elizabeth Walker, relict of the late John Walker, of
Parramatta, and on my own behalf, as husband of a daughter of the aforesaid John and Mary Elizabeth
Walker, against claims which 1 hear have been set np to a certain piece of land situated in Macquariestrcct, Parramatta, and known as Walker’s paddock; and I protest against the Crown granting it to either
of the claimants, that is to say, to tho Municipality of Parramatta or Mr. John Taylor, the said claim
ants, tho same aforesaid land being a portion of the estate of the late John Walker aforesaid, by whom
aud by the aforesaid Mary Elizabeth Walker, tho said land has been held in undisputed possession for at
least forty-nine years, as wc are ready to prove, and consequently claim it.
1 haie, &e.,
--------JOSEPH BANKS DUB HEN.

Minutes

Enclosures,
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Minutes on No. 62.
Urgent.—C.O,, 10/11/81.
This refers to allotment 15 of section 12, in the'town of Parramatta,
Court of Claims case, Ain. 81-9,915. This may perhaps be sent to the Attorney-General, to whom the
papers were sent on the 5th ultimo.—R.H.D., 14 November, 1881. C.O., 14/11/81.
Approved.—
15/11/81.
The Secretary to the Attorney-General.—C.O., B.C., 16/11/81.
These papers must be
with the Crown Solicitor.—W.W.S., 17th November, 1881.
The papers are with the Attorney-General,
to advise as to the Commissioner’s report.—John "Wilmams, 19th November. 1881. The Under
secretary, Attorney-General’s Department.

No. 63.
The Crown Solicitor to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

Crown Solicitor’s Office, Sydney, 21 November, 1881.
I have the honor to return the papers relating to the report of the Commissioners of the Court
of Claims upon the claim of Joshua Hughes, to allotment No. 15 of section 12, in Macquarie-street,
Parramatta, and to state that I have submitted same to Mr. Attorney-General—a copy of whose advising
will be found on the other side.
I have, &c.,
JOHN WILLIAMS,
--------Crown Solicitor.
Minutes on No. 63.
Submitted.—J.G.B., 24/11/81.
There still remains the question of quit rent, which appears to
be chargeable.

[Enclosure to No, 63.]
Opinion.
Axmonou I cannot say that I agree with the report of the CommiBsioners with respect to this case, still, as they have twice
reported in favour of this claimant, 1 thint His Excellency the Governor may be asked to approve of the report of the 19th
September last.
As to the quit rents, that is a matter for the consideration of the Minister for Lands ; it does not involve any legal
question.
ROBERT WISDOM,
* A.G., 19/11/81.

No. 64.
Mr. C. S. Jones to The Secretary for Lands.
128, Elizabeth-street, Sydney, 7 December, 1881.
Sir,

Re Joshua Hughes' application for Crown grant.

I have the honor to request that you will be good enough to let me know what is the cause of
delay in the issue of this grant.
I beg to remind you that my client’s claim has been under investigation for the past eighteen
months, during which period it has been twice before the Court of Claims, and upon both occasions the
Court has reported in favour of the issue of a grant to the applicant. The delay appears to me
unaccountable.
I have, &e,,
CHARLES SMITH JONES,
--------p. G.J.M.
Minutes on No. 64.
Mr. Blaxland, 22/11/81. With Under-Secretary.—J.G.B., 9/12/81.
Submitted for the direc
tions of tho Secretary for Lands. The opinion of the Attorney-General is within.—C.O., 16/12/81.
As a majority of the Members of the Legislative Assembly determined to refer this matter to a Select
Committee for investigation, no further action must be taken at present towards issuing the deed of grant
for this portion of land.—J.H., 16/12/81.
Inform.—J.G.B., 19/12/81.

No. 65.
The Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. 0. S. Jones.
Sir,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 22 December, 1881.
In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, re the case of Joshua Hughes,
I am directed to inform you that as the Legislative Assembly, on the 15th instant, determined to refer
this matter to a Select Committee for investigation, no further action can be taken at present.
I have, &c.,
CHARLES OLIVER,
■
Under-Secretary.

No. 66.
Messrs. Jones & Jones to The Secretary for Lands.
Me Joshua Hughes.
Sir,

Macquarie'
street, Parra
matta, allot
ment 15 of
section IS.

Wentworth Court, Elizabeth-street, Sydney, 15 September, 1882.
We have the honor to forward you a copy of a letter dated the 16th day of February, 1881,
sent by our Mr. C. S. Jones to your predecessor, relative to tbe claims of our client to a grant of the land
noted in the margin.
The letter referred to will, on perusal thereof, place you in possession of the facts of the case, and
will apprise you of the claimant’s position at tho date of that letter. * Since then, notwithstanding the
protests therein contained, a rehearing which was sanctioned by the Crown took place on tho 9th day of
June, 1881.
The

23
The Commissioners of the Court of Claims who tried it upon the second hearing were Mr. Judge
Wilkinson and Mr. Holroyd; the Council of the Borough of Parramatta was not represented, but the
Crown was; evidence was taken for and against the claimant, several witnesses were examined, and the
Commissioners after a patient hearing again reported in favour of the claimant Hughes.
The Government, so we understand (in fact Mr. Hoskins stated so in the House) approved of and
determined to adopt the report, and wore about to issue the grant accordingly ; but owing to the action
taken by Mr. Byrnes, one of the Members for Parramatta, who moved for and obtained a Select Committee
to inquire into the claims of the Borough of Parramatta to the land in question, the issue of the same
was and has been delayed,
The House was subsequently prorogued, and the Committee so appointed lapsed. So soon as the
House met again, the same gentleman (Mr. Byrnes) tabled a notice of his intention to move for the
appointment of another Committee for a similar purpose, and such notice now stands over until the 5th
of October next.
Under the circumstances narrated, we cannot conceive that the Government will in any way
sanction or countenance the course being pursued by Mr. Byrnes, but on the contrary, that it will at once
give effect to the twice repeated adjudication of the Court of Claims (the properly constituted tribunal
for the disposal of claims such as that under consideration).
We have therefore respectfully to request that you will give such directions as may be necessary
to ensure the immediate issue of the grant to our client the claimant.
We have, &c.,
JONES & JONES.

Minute on Mo. 66.
Motion of the Assembly for copies of these papers having passed, the writers may be informed,
and papers forwarded to be copied.—J.G.B., 12/10/82.

No. 67.
The Under-Secrotary for Lands to Messrs. Jones & Jones.
Gentlemen,
Department of Lands, Sydney, 18 October, 1882.
In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 15th ultimo, further respecting the claim
of Joshua Hughes to certain land in Macquarie-street, Parramatta, I have the honor to inform you that
the papers are now being copied, in accordance with a resolution of the Legislative Assembly.
I have, &c.,
CHAELES OLIVER,
Hnder-Secretary.

APPENDICES.
iro.
1.
2.
3.
4.
6.
0.
7.
8.
9.
10,
1 ].
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

Lcfteo of allotment in town of Pniramatta to Thomas King. 30 June, 1823.....................
Lease of allotment in town of ParramaMn to Daniel Jackson. 30 Juno, 1823 .................
Notice of sale of Dominick M'Kaj’e allotment in town of Parramatta. 31 August, 1829
GaM'tlv notice, with enclosure. 28 Fchmnrv, 1853 ...........................................................
Declaration bj Dominick M'Curroy. 1853 .......................................................
Mr. A. P. Long lo Mr. 0. S. Jones, 26 June, 1879 .............................
Same to tho same. 4 July, 1879 .............................................................................
Same to the same. 24 July, 1879..............................................................
Doolarntion by Joshua King, 6 August, 1879 ....................................................................
Mr. A. P. Long to Mr. 0. S. Jones. 29 November, 1879 ...................... ,...........................
Evidence given by Joshua Hughes. 25 and 26 May, 1880 ......................................
Evidence given by John Taylor. 25 May, 1880..................... ....................................
Evidence given by Hugh Taylor. 25 May, 1880 ......................................
Evidence given by Joshua King. 25 May, 1880................................
Evidence given by John Taylor. 9 June, 1881 ........................................................
Evidence given by John Champley Kutter. 9 June, 1881 ............. ""I!!!!!”!'.!!"".."..”!”!
Evidence given by Hugh Taylor. 9 June, 1881..................................................................
Evidence given by Sydney Wickham. 9 June, 1881..........................................
Extract from Hate-books of the Borough Council, Parramatta............................................. .
Declaration by Mary Elizabeth Walker 17 June, 1881 ................................
Extract from Bate-books of tho Borough Council, Parramatta. 18 June, 1881 .......... .
Evidence given by Eobert Henry Dc Low. 20 June, 1881 ....................................
Evidence given by Sydney Wickham, 20 Juno, 1881 ..............................
Evidence given by John Taylor. 20 Juno, 1881 ...............................
Crown Solicitor to tbe Under-Secretary for Lands, with minute. 24 Jnne, 1881
Under-Secretary for Lands to tbe Secretary to the Court of Claims. 2 July, 1881..........

PAGE.
24
24
26
25
25
25
26
26
26
26
26
27
27
27
28
28
29
29
29
30
30
30
30
31
81
31

No. 1.

184
24
No. 1.
Lease of allotment in town of Parramatta to Thomas King.
South Wales.
By His Excellency Sir Thomas Brisbane, Knight Commander of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, CapUiin'Oeneral,
Governor and Commander-in-Chicf in and over His Majesty^ Territory of New South Wales and its Dependencies, &c.
By virtue of the power and authority in me vested I do by these presents demise lease set and to farm let unto Thomas
Parramatta,
allotment No. 15 King all that piece or parcel of land lying and situate on the south side of Maequarie-strccfc in the town of Parramatta con
in section 12.
taining by ndmcttBurcment 77 rods bounded on the west by a line 2 chains 74 links on the south by a lino 1 chain 78 links on
the oast by h line to Macquarie-street 2 chains 80 links and on the north by that street 1 chain 67 links To have arid to hold
the said piece or parcel of land unto the said Thomas King Ida executors administrators and assigns for and during and unto
Exhibit K,
case No. 1,517, the full end and term of twenty-one years next ensuing to be fully complete and ended from the thirtieth day of June last
Joshua Hughes. yielding and paying therefor yearly and every year during the said term unto His Majesty His Heirs and Successors the
Produced on
beh&lf of appli annual quit rent of sixpence per rod of lawful sterling money of Great Britain on the thirtieth day of June in each and every
cant, 20 June, year during the said term Provided always and it is hereby expressly to be understood and these presents are on the following
3881.—W.G.P., conditions that if the said annual quit-rent bo in arrear for the space of twenty days after the time appointed for payment
Secretary.
thereof the same may be recovered by distress or otherwise as His said Majesty His Heirs and Successors may deem proper or
be advised and in case no sufficient distress be found and the said quit-rent be in arrear after that time the whole of the said land
to revert to tho Crown And provided also that the said Thomas King shall in no way either divide the said land or separate
or partition off any part or parcel thereof or directly or indirectly lease let sell alienate or transfer the same or any part thereof
or any buildings erected thereon or any part thereof without the license and consent of the Governor of the Territory for tho
time being for that purpose first had and obtained iu any or either of which eases above-mentioned this present lease to bo and
become absolutely null and void And it is hereby further understood that iu case the said lessee his executors administrators or
assigns should be desirous hereafter of purchasing the fee-simple and inheritance of th o said land hereby leased subject to an annual
quit-rent as hereinafter mentioned he or they shall be at liberty so to do on paying to the Crown for the purchase thereof a
fine equal to twenty-one years of the quit-rent hereby reserved or in the event of the said lessee his executors administrators
or assigns erecting on the said lands such buildings as may be approved of by the Governor for the time being according to a
plan and specification thereof to be previously submitted to him for hie approval provided that the same shall not be of less
actual value and cost than one thousand pounds sterling then and in either of the said last-mentioned cases a grant of the said
land will bo made to the said lessee or other legal proprietor of tho said land subject to the payment of such reasonable annual
quit-rent as may be deemed proper by the Governor for the time being not exceeding double the annual quit-rent hereby
reserved to hold to him his heirs and assigns for ever And it is to be hereby understood that in case the said land should be
required by Government at the expiration of the time hereby created the said Thomas King Ids executors administrators
or assigns shall be repaid or remunerated for any buildings that may be then standing thereon according to a valuation thereof
to be made by two indifferent persons one to be chosen on either side in the usual and customary manner or in case any part
of the said land at any time hereafter during the said lease should be required by the Governor for the time being for the
making and improving the streets it may be resumed by the Crown on giving the said Thomas King his executors adminis
trators or assigns six months notice thereof and paying for such buildings as may have been erected thereon and for the fee on
such term of years then unexpired as the proprietor of such land may then possess according to a valuation thereof to be made
by two indifferent persons chosen in the customary and usual manner But in the event of refusal in either of the two laatmontioned cases on the part of tho proprietor of the said land to nominate and appoint a person on his part for the purposes
aforesaid both the said persons to bo nominated by His said Majesty His Heirs and Successors or the Governor of His said
Majesty’s Territory for the time being.
t
...
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and official seal, at Sydney, in New South Wales, this thirtieth
day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three,
J
'
THO. BRISBANE (t.s.)
County of
Cumlxsrland,
parish of St.
John, town of

E. Gouxbubn,
Secretary and Registrar.
—
I certify that the writing contained above (in this and the three preceding sheets of paper) is a true copy of tho original
lease as recorded in Register No. Z, Parramatta Town Leases.
Deeds Branch, Department of Lands, 28 May, 1881.
^ M(KERN.

No. 2.
Lease of Allotment in town of Parramatta, to Daniel Jackson,
New South Wales.
County of
By Hia Excellency Sir Thomas Brisbane, Knight Commander of the Most Honorable Order of tho Bath, Captain-General,
Cumberland,
Governor and Commander-in-Chicf in and over Hia Majesty’s Territory of New South Wales and its Dependencies, &c.
parish of SU
John, town of
By virtue of the power and authority in me vested I do by these presents demise least set and to farm let unto Daniel
Parramatta,
allotment No. 14 Jackson all that piece or parcel of land lying and situate on the south side of Macquarie-street in the town of Parramatta
in section No. 12. containing by admeasurement 6ij- rode bounded on tho west by a line 2 chains 90 links on the south by a line 1
chain 11 links on the east hy a line to Macquarie-street 2 chains 92 links and on tho north by that street 1 chain
Exhibit L, case 3G links To have and to hold the said piece or parcel of land unto the said Daniel Jackson his executors
administrators and assigns for and during and unto the full end and term of twenty-one years next ensuing to be
No. 1,617,
Joshua Hughes, fully complete and ended from tho Ihirtioth day of June last yielding and paving therefor yearly and every year during the
claimant. Pro
duced on behalf said term unto Hia Majesty His Heirs and Successors the annual quit rent of sixpence per rod of lawful sterling money of
of the Crown.— Great Britain on tho thirtieth day of June in each and every year during the said term Provided always and it is hereby
W. G, Penning expressly to be understood and these presents arc on the following conditions that if tho said annual quit rent be in arrear for
tON, Secretary, the space of twenty days after the time appointed for payment thereof the same may be recovered by distress or otherwise as
His said Majesty His Heirs and Successors may deem proper or ho advised and in ease no sufficient distress be found and tbe
said quit rent be in arrear after that time the whole of the said land to revert to the Crown And provided also that the said
Daniel Jackson shall in no way either divide the said land or separate or partition off any part or parcel thereof or directly or
indirectly lease lot sell alienate or transfer the same or any part thereof or any buildings erected thereon or any part thereof
without the license and consent of the Governor of the territory for the time being for that purpose first had and obtained in
any or cither of which cases above mentioned this present lease to be and become absolutely null and void And it is hereby
further understood that in ease the said lessee his executors administrators or assigns should bo desirous hereafter of purchas
ing the fee-simple and inheritance of the said laud hereby leased subject to an annual quit rent as hereinafter mentioned he
or they shall be at liberty so to do on paying to the Crown for the purchase thereof a fine equal to twenty-one years of the quit
rent hereby reserved or in the event of the said lessee his executors administrators or assigns erecting on the said lands such
buildings as may be approved of by tho Governor for the time being according to a plan and specification thereof to be
previously submitted to him for his approval provided that the same shall not be of less actual value and cost than one thousand
pounds sterling then and in either of the said last-mentioned cases a grant of tho said land will be made to the said lessee or
other legal proprietor of the said land subject to the payment of such reasonable annual quit rent as may be deemed proper
hy the Governor for the time being not exceeding double the annual quit rent hereby reserved to hold to him his heirs and
assigns for ever And it is to be hereby understood that iu case the said land should he required by Government at the expira
tion of the time hereby created the said Daniel Jackson his executors administrators or assigns shall be repaid or remunerated
for any buildings that may be then standing thereon according to a valuation thereof to be made by two indifferent persons one
to be chosen on either side in the usual and eusfomary manner or in case any part of the said land at any time hereafter
during tho said lease should bo required by the Governor for the time being for the making and improving the streets it may
he resumed by the Crown on giving the said Daniel Jackson his executors administrators or assigns six months notice thereof
and
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and paying for such buildings as may bare been eroded thereon and for tho fee on such term of years then unoxpired as the
proprietor of such Iniid may then possess according to a valuation, thereof to be made hy two Indifferent ]>crsons chosen in the
customary and usual manner But in the event of refusal in either of tho two last-mentioned cases on tho part of tho proprietor
of the said land to nominate and appoint a person on ins part for the purposes aforesaid both the said persons to be nominated
by ills said Majesty His Heirs and Successors or tho Governor of His said Majesty's Territory for the timo being.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and official seal, at Sydney, in New South Wales, this thirtieth
day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three.
THOMAS BRISBANE, [i.s.]
F. Goulbcbn,
Secretary and Registrar.
I certify that the wilting contained above in this and tbe three preceding sheets of paper is a true copy of the original
lease as recorded in Register No. X, Parramatta Town Leases.
b
Deeds Branch, Department of Lands, 28th May, 1881.
■
jr M/ivERN.

]STo. 3.
Notice of Sale of Dominiclc M‘Kay’s Allotment in town of Parramatta.
In tho Supremo Court.
Sheriff’s Office, August 31st, 1829.
Campbell the Younger ®. Jackson.
O" Thursday the 10th day of September next, at 11 o'clock, in the Market-place, Sydney, the Sheriff will cause to be
sold all that piece and parcel of land lying and situate in the town of Parramatta, known by the name of “ Dominick M'Kay’s
allotment,” measuring 300 feet square ; bounded on the one side by Macquarie-street; bounded on tbe one side by Kirk’s and
1 amngham b allotment; on the otlior side by King’s allotment, and fronting Macquario-sbrect j together with the messuage
or tenement thereon erected and built j unless this execution bo previously satisfied,

Exhibit J,
Josh.ua Huglics,
dS^bohSi
of Crown,
20th June, 1881,

No. 4.
Gazette Notice.
Government Gazette, 1 March, 1853, No. 25.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 28 Febmarv, 1853.
Pajibama'ita Leases.

"

to the notice of the 3rd June last, a copy of which is appended hereto, respecting the intention of the Government Exhibit I, msc
to issue leases ior a year in terms of Her Majesty’s Order in Council of 19th June, 1850, for certain allotments of land in the No' 1,517,Joshua
town of Parramatta, formerly held under leases issued by Sir Thomas Brisbane in the year 1823, His Excellency the Governor- l1 "£lle3- f*!-in
General, with the advice of the Executive Council, now directs that it be publicly notified to all persons interested that their tor M jSiw
claims to participate m the advantages held out by tho notice above alluded to must be lodged in this office on or before the 18S1.—
’
Sist December next, otherwise they will bo excluded from tbe benefits offered by that notice, and the allotments will be liable 'ViG,P ’ Scc'
to be forfeited to tbe Crown without any compensation or allowance for improvements effected thereon.
lenirv.
By His Excellency's command,
-------E. DBAS THOMSON.
AdveM'iko

[Enclosure to No. 4,]
Government Gazelle, 8 J une, 1852, No. 68.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 3 June, 1852.

Sec tetter No. 4.

Paerajiatta Leases.

His Excellency the Govcrnor-Geneml directs it to be notified, for the information of all parties concerned, that in pursuance
Exhibit H, case
ot instructions from the Right Honorable the Secretary of Slate for the Colonies, it is the inlention of the Government in No. 1,617,Joshua
consequence of the expiration some time since of the original leases issued by Sir Thomas Brisbane for various allotments' of Hughes appli
land in the town of 1’arramalta, to issue new leases of those allotments for one year, in terms of Her Majesty’s Order in cant. Put in by
Solicitor,
Council of l!)tu June, 1850, to ail parsons legally claiming under tho former lessees, during tbe currency of which the lessees Crown
20 June, 1881. —
will have tbc privilege of buying the land at ton years purchase of the quit rent, calculated at the reduced rate of fournenco W. 0. Posingper porch.
1
ton, Secretary.
•
2. The leases so to bo granted will not under any circumstances bo renewed; and in every case where flic parties
interested do not avail themselves of tho above privilege of pre-emption during tho currency of the lease, tho land will bo
resumed by the Crown.
. 3; Persons who hold allotments of land in Parramatta coming within the terms of this notice are requested to submit
their claim without delay to tliis office.
By His Excellency’s command,
----------------- -----E. DBAS THOMSON.

No. 5.
Declaration by Dominick M'Currey.
Dohikick McCimnny, of Parramatta, came before me, one of Her Majesty’s Justices of Peace, and mnketli oath and saitli that Case No. 1,611).
tile will now produced, marked A, dated the 15th October, 1816, and witnessed by tbe undersigned, viz.:—
Exhibit A.
Produced on be
his
half of claimant,
THOMAS + GORMAN,
9th June, 1881.—
AnTiJim T. Hodmark
royd
, President,
his
-W. A. Wil
and deponent DOMINICK + McCURREY, kinson.

nun’ll

and William Stapleton, his own signature, this being tho will of John Hunt, now deceased.
.
The deponent further saitli that ho witnessed the said John Hunt mailing his mark to the said wiUi and saw the said
witnesses make thoir respective marks thereunto, and saw William Stable sign his own name to the said will.
And deponent further swears that the said John Hunt built a house on the said land in Macquarie-street, Parramatta
and resided thereon for a number of years, and died thereon.
Sworn before me, this
\
.
DOMINICK *+ McCURREY
day of

, 1853. /

mark

No. 6.
Mr. A. P. Long to Mr. 0. S. Jones.

Dear Jones,
The only papers left in my late father’s estate arc now with my uncle, Mr. C. H. Long, at Balmain, with whom I Exbl!’-,ti ^ b.
„
.
case No. 1,519.
live.
Yours, &C.,
Produced on beA. PARRY LONG
26 June, 1879. Juno, issi.—W.

66—D

y

G. 1’., Secretary.
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No. 7.
Exhibit C 4*
case No. IjBl?.
Produced on
behalf of Appli
cant, D June,
1881.—W.G.P.,
Secretary.

Mr. A. P. Long to Air. C. S. Jones.
Pitt-strcet, 4 July, 1879.
Dear Sir,
Ae Hughes.
I kiwe searched amongst my late father’s papers, but can find no trace of the 'will of the late Henry Hughes.
My charge is £1 Is.
Yours, &c.,
*
6
_________________
A. PARRY LONG-.

No. S.
Exhibit 0 3.
Mr. A. P. Long to Air. C. S. Jones.
case No. 1,517.
Dear Jones,
Produced on
To make sure I hare had another look, but can find nothing relating to Hunt; when searching for Hughes will
behalf of appli
cant, D June,
I did not notice unytliing, and am sorry I am unable to give you any clue.
1881.—W.G.P.>
Cheque received with thanks.
Yours, &c.,____
Secretary.
4
A. PARRY LONG-.
24 July, 1879.

I did not find any papers relating to Hughes at all.—A.P.L.

No. 9.
Declaration by Joshua King.
New South Wales to wit.
_
I, Joshua Kiyo, of Goulburn, in the Colony of New South Wales, blacksmith, do hereby solemnly and sincerely declare as
follows:—
_
,
1. That I knew and was well acquainted with Henry Hughes, of Parramatta, Camden, Sutton Forest, in the said
This is the decla
ration mentioned Colony, blacksmith.
_
in the evidence
2. That the said Henry Hughes was my step-brother, and was married in the year 1832, at Cobhity Church, near
of Joshua King....
.
Artihir T. Hoii- Camden, in the said Colony, hy the Reverend Thomas Hnssall, to one Elizabeth Welch.
3. That the said Henry Hughes died at an hotel in Pitt-strect, Sydney, in tho year 1850, leaving his said wife, Elizabeth
royd. President,
2o/o;S0.
Hughes, and two children, the only issue of the said marriage, him surviving, named respectively Elizabeth Hughes and
Joshua Hughes.

4. That the said Elizabeth Hughes, the wife of the said Henry Hughes, subsequently intermarried with and became tbe
wife of a person named Thomas Hollands, and is still living, as 1 verily believe, at SLoalhaven, in tho said Colony.
5. That I know for a fact tho said Henry Hughes died, leaving only the said two children, named Elizabeth and Joshua
Hughes, him surviving.
6. That the said Elizabeth Hughes, the daughter, was the eldest child of the said Henry Hughes, and was married to a
man named Spencer Fellowes; and that the said Joshua Hughes was born at Sutton Forest, in or about the year 1834, and
was subsequently baptized by the Reverend John Yincent, I standing and being his godfather.
7. That the said Joshua Hughes was apprenticed to me, with the view of learning my trade of a blacksmith, and as
such apprentice served a term of seven years with me at G'Oulburn aforesaid.
_
_

8. That he the said Joshua Hughes was married at the age of twenty-three years, and carried on business as a blacksmith
at Wagga Wagga for some time, and on leaving there he settled down at a place called Narrandera, in tho said Colony, where
he is still living.
...
.
9. That I know the piece of laud in Macquarie-street, Parramatta, in the said Colony; it is situated almost opposite
White’s " Old Oak-tree," on the eastern side of the Industrial School building, which building encroaches 2 feet thereupon.
That the laud I refer to was occupied hy my parents, who often told me (and I believe them) that I was bom there. My
parents leaving for Camden, the said land was let. to one Andrew Jackson. That I know the said land belonged lo tbe said
Henry Hughes, who I verily believe was seised for an estate of inheritance in fee simple in possession of the said laud at and
prior to his decease. The same land was devised to him by the will of his godfather, — Hunt, which will was placed in the
possession of one Richard Tarrington (another godfather of tho said Henry Hughes), who subsequently died, and whose papers
with the said will came into the possession of John Taylor, of Parramatta, auctioneer.
_
10. That 1 have been informed and verily believe the late Henry Hughes, just before his decease, in company with
Mr, John Jenkins, of Gundagai, demanded the said will from the said John Taylor, who admitted having it, and that the land
belonged to him, the said Henry Hughes, but declined to give up the possession thereof, aud of the other papers connected
with the title thereto, until the said Henry Hughes paid him the sum of twenty or twenty-five pounds, and brought to him for
identification a man named Dominick M'Currie. I verily believe the money was paid, but the said Henry Hughes died before
he had time to make any inquiries about the said Dominick M’Currie; and the said will was not handed over, hut the same
was retained by and is now in the possession of the said John Taylor.
And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same to be true, and by virtue of the provisions of an
Act made and passed in the ninth year of tho reign of Her present. Majesty, intituled “ An Act for the more effectual abolition
of Oaths and Affirmations taken and made in various Departments of tho Government of New South Wales and to substitute
Declarations in lieu thereof and for the suppression of voluntary and extra-judicial Oaths and Affidavits.’’
Declared at Goulburn, this 6th day of August,'!
JOSHUA KING.
A.n. 1879, before me,—
j
C. S. Aiexakdeb,
A Commissioner for Affidavits.

No. 10.
Mr. A. P. Long to Air. C, S. Jones.
Dear Jones,
I have looked again and can find nothing.

Exhibit C 2,
case No. 1,517.
Produced on
behalf of appli
cant, 9th June,
1881.—W.G.F.,
Secretory,

Ac Hughes.
Yours, &e,,
A. PARRY LONG.

---------------- —

■

■

29th November, 1879.

No. 11.
Evidence given by Joshua Hughes.

Case 1,617. Joshua Hughes, 26th May, 1880.
Before the President and Mr. Owen.
Joshua Hughes, being sworn and examined by Mr. Cohen, states :—My name is Joshua Hughes ; I reside at Narrandera;
my trade is that of a blacksmith ; Henry Hughes was my father ; when I was a boy lie lived at Berrima, and then he went to
the Mnrrumbidgee; I don’t remember his residing at Parramatta, I being too young when I left there; my father is dead—ho
is dead about nineteen or twenty years; he came down here to ace about some land and died ; I had one sister; 1 don’t know
whether she is living or dead; I know Mr. Joshua King—I lived seven or eight years with him; I was apprenticed to him for
a part of the timo, and then worked withhim ns a tradesman ; I was living then in Goulburn ; I afterwards started in business
alongside of Mr. Eng; I then moved from Goulburn to Wngga Wagga, and from Wagga Wagga afterwards to Narrandera,
where I am still living ; I saw tho land last week.
Mr. Owen:

27
Mr. Owen: That was the first time T saw it.
Mr. Cohen: I was first told about the land by Mr. Jenkins soon after my father died,
Mr. Owen; He told mo that my father had some land at Parramatta, and that he thought my father had left it to me.
Mr. Cohen : Mr. Jenkins is often in Parramatta.
Mr. Owen1 never interfered with the land after, when they could not find the papers; Mr. Taylor put an advertise
ment in the paper for my father, and my cousin at Goulburn cut the advertisement out and sent it to me.
Mr. Solroyd: That is twelve months ago.
Mr. Cohen : When I got the advertisement I wrote to Mr. Taylor, telling him that if he wanted any information
about my father 1 could give it to him, and that he (my father) had some land at Parramatta ; I know nothing about the land
itself; 1 had no brothers.
Mr. Holroyd: X am about forty-five years old.
Witnessed by—T. Hoj.hoyd, President.
JOSHUA KING.

Qwex.

Wh-maji

26th May, 1880.
Joshua Btighes, being re-sworn and examined by Mr. Cohen, further states:—I am generally known as Joshua King ;
I usually sign as Joshua King—ever since I took over the business of blacksmith from my uncle, Joshua King—in fact since I
was a child ; 1 was brought up from childhood hy my grand-parents, whose name was King, and T remained with them until
I entered on my apprenticeship with my uncle, Joshua King ; my father apprenticed me to my uncle, aud my grandfather
Thomas King witnessed the indentures; 1 was apprenticed about 1862; I saw (he indenture of apprenticeship at the time,
aud in them X am called Joshua Hughes ; I am a married man j I was married under tho nameof Joshua Hughes King, about
twenty-two years ago ; I consulted Mr. Gannon, solicitor, Goulburn, as lo tho name under which X could get married.
, .
JOSHUA HUGHES.
Witnessed by—Ahthtte T. Holeoyb.
William Owen.

-------------------

No. 12.
Evidence given by John Taylor.
Case 1,517. Joshua Hughes. 25th May, 1880.
Before tho President and Mr, Owen.
John Taylor, being sworn and examined by Mr. Cohen, slates My name is John Taylor ; 1 know the land in question ;
I have had actual possession of the land myself for the last twenty-five years ; on my return from America, the Trustees
under my father’s will left mo this property to manage, and handed me over the papers ; I held tho land and deeds for the
Hughes family ; one of the papers was a will by Mr. Hunt, the attesting witnesses being Dominick McCurry and Gorman ;
I have read the will ; Hunt, willed this property to Henry Hughes, the father of the applicant.
Mr. Omen : Among tbe papers 1 saw an original lease from the Crown to King ; I think the date was about 1822 or
1823.
Mr. Cohen : About twenty years ago a Mr. Jenkins called upon me at Parramatta in reference to the property, and
then by an arrangement with him 1 saw the iate Henry Hughes, who was then on Ins death-bed ; he spoke to me about this
property, aud I consented to hold it for the benefit of his family, and I handed, at tho request of Mr. Hughes, all the papers
I have spoken of to Mr. Parry Long ; I was aware that Mr. Parry Long was retained hy my father previous to this to obtain
a grant through the Court of Claims j my father’s death interfered with this being done; about twelve months since I
advertised for the heirs or relatives of the late Henry Hughes; I received a letter from Mr. J. J. Koberte informing me that
he knew the lato Henry Hughes, and that lie could identify the claimant as the sou of Henry Hughes to my satisfaction, and
then Joshua Hughes wrote to me ; from conversation that I have had noth the applicant, 1 have no doubt that he is the son
of tho lato Henry Hughes ; tho land to which I refer is lot 16 of section 12, town of Parramatta ; the land has been enclosed
by mo for the last twenty-four or twenty-five years; I have let the laud to various tenants, in consideration of their paying the
municipal rates.
JOHN TAYLOK.
Witnessed by—Arthue T. Holeoyd, President.
William Owen,
-----------------

No. 13.
Evidence given by Hugh Taylor.
Case 1,517. Joshua Hughes. 25th May, 1880.
Hugh Taylor, being sworn and examined by Mr. Cohen, states r—My name is Hugh Taylor ; I am a member of the
Legislative Assembly and reside at Parramatta—I have been living there all my life; I did not know tho late Mr. Thomas King:
I know (lie piece of land in question ; I did not know the late John Hunt; f knew the late Henry Hughes ; the land has
been in the possession of my father, my brother, and myself, for the last fifty years, for the late Henry Hughes; no person
has over interfered with my possession of the land ; neither my father, my brother, or myself made any claim to it us our own
property; no person has occupied it under me; I have used it frequently for horses; 1 have used it for years ; my father
advertised for Me. Henry Hughes about thirty years ago ; 1 have seen Henry Hughes; I know of a transaction between my
father and Mr. Hughes in reference to this land; this is about thirty years ago; Mr. Henry Hughes came down from the
country about the advertisement and went on the ground with my father; at that time land was very cheap; Hughes told my
father it would not pay him to come down tho country to see after it, to obtain an attorney to make an application through
the Court of Claims.
Mr. Omen : It was an agreement that in the event of my father getting a grant he was to sell the land and pay himself
the expenses.
Mr. Cohen : I have seen the whole of the papers relating to this piece of land ; the documents comprised a will, in
which were the wnmes of Hunt, Dominick M'Currey, and Gorman.
Mr. Otoen : 1 do not know whose will it was, but f know tbnt the property was left to Henry Hughes, (lie godson of
tho testator, whoever he was; my father was a trustee under that will aud took possession of the land as trustee, and on my
father’s death I took possession of the land as trustee under my father’s will, and my brother and I have held the laud ever
since in trust for the Ihinily of Henry Hughes ; I have never seen or heard of a will by the late Henry Hughes.
Mr. Cohen .- All tbe papers relating to tbc land were left with Mr. Parry long, solicitor.
Mr. Qwtn : The land was fenced in by mv brother.
,
'
HUGH TAYLOR.
Witnessed by—Aethur T. Holroyh, President.
William Owen.

-------------------

No. M.
Evidence given by Joshua King.
Case 1,517.

Joshua Hughes.

g
Before the President and Mr, Owen, 25th May, 1880.
Joshua King, being sworn and examined by Mr. Cohen, states :—My name is Joshua King; I live at Goulburn ; I have
known the applicant from the Lime he was born ; I am his stop-uncle and his godfather, and lie is tho only son of the late
Henry Hughes ; tho declaration produced is a declaration made by me before 0. S. Alexander ; the declaration is true to tho
best of my knowledge aud belief in every particular, excepting that Hie said Henry Hughes died in 1860 instead of 1850.
,
.
Witnessed by—Arthur T. Holroyd, Freskl^pL
WlG Owt.v.

'

'11 '

JOSHUA KING.
-----------------

No. 15.
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No. 15.
Evidence given by John Taylor.
Case Kb. 1,517- Joshua Hughes, claimant.
Thursday the 9th June, 1881.
Before the President and Mr. Wilkinson.
John Taylor, of Parramatta, auctioneer, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith as follows:—The evidence given by
mo on the 25th May, 1880, and as read by Mr. Knox, is correct; I fenced the land in question about four or five years ago,
since 1 made the promise to Hughes to hold it for his family ; before this the fenoo was in a very bad state; the tenants I let
the property lo are John Kutter, the late John Williams, and James Vallock ; the conditions I let tho property on were that
tho tenants should pay the rates; 1 found tho papers to which I have referred among my father’s papers, which were handed
over to me by Mr. Plunkett, one of the executors ; the property was described in Hunt's will ns purchased by him from King,
and among the papers wns the original lease from the Government to King, an attested copy of which is in evidence ; amongst
the papers I found the exhibit produced marked "A" ; I recollect the names of Gorman and Dominick M'Curry, being attached
to the will of Hunt,
Mr. Williams : My first recollection of my father’s possession of this land was forty-four or forty-five years ago; ho
had actual possession of it by putting Ins ponies there ; during iny father’s possession he allowed my uncle Walker to uso it.
my uncle Walker lived next doov adjoining ; my uncle Walker has been dead for thirty years; his widow is alive and lives in
Parramatta, and is very infirm ; J promised Henry Hughes on his death-bed that I would hold it for his children ; I don’t
think Mrs. Walker could come to give evidence ; she is bet ween seventy and eighty years of age and is infirm, and could not
conveniently come ; when I came back from San Francisco in 1835 my brother was in possession of the land, putting horses
and cattle upon it; the land wns then well fenced ; Hugh Taylor lived near it; on my return tho laud was given up to me by
my brother ; my brother withdrew from the management of the estate, and 1 took possession of it and all the properties of my
father ; I went on the land and fixed up the fences ; I then retained possession and let it to John Kutter; this was three or
four or some years after I returned from Snn Francisco ; 1 told Rutter that he might have possession of the laud if he paid
the rates ; there was no writing between us—it was a verbal agreement between Rutter and myself ; I have a distinct recollectiou of that letting; I don’t recollect there being any one present.; he lield it for tliree or four years ; I then lot it to John
Williams upon the same terms; he hold possession of it for some few years ; I then let it to Mr. Vallaek upon the same terms ;
I retook the land from Yallack when the Municipality applied for the land; I then advertised for tho representatives of
Hughes; 1 have heard it called M'Curry’s ; 1 never knew from papers in my possession that Dominick M'Curry was the first
holder from the Crown, but I knew from such papers that King was the first holder ; I never knew that the land was known as
Dominick M'Curry’s allotment, or that it passed (o a man named Daniel Jackson, but I remember meeting with his name among
my father’s papers ; I cannot tell the date of Hunt’s will—1 know it was very ancient; (.he exhibit marked *' A” is I think the
copy of same document; I believe the will referred to in the exhibit ns the will of John Hunt is the will of which I am
speaking ; I handed tho exhibit to Mr. Jones, and it was by tliis will that I believe tbe land was devised to Henry Duran, alias
Hughes, who is the father of the person now claiming ; I believe the handwriting to the exhibit marked “B” is the hand
writing of Mr. Richardson ; I gavo him the particulars, and I signed the letter ; there cun be no mistake about this allotment.;
the allotment on one side was used by the othccrs’ mess, and the one on tho other side by my uncle, Mr. Walker; I never
knew it os M'Curry’s land ; I have known it for tho last forty years, and always understood it to be Hughes’; the materials
from which Mr. Richardson compiled his letter were partially documents given by me to him, and I do not consider myself
reepousi bio for the contents ; I have no recollection of reading the letter before signing it; all the information there Mr.
Richardson obtained must have come from me or the papers 1 gave him; Mr. Kichardson had no personal knowledge of
this property before J instructed him.
Mr. Knox : Whether the statements contained in the exhibit produced marked “B” arc correct or not, the evidence I
have now given is correct; I have a distinct recollection that among the papers I handed to Parry Long was the original
lease and Hunt's will; Mr. Jones, the applicant’s solicitor, received the exhibits marked G 1, 2, 3, and 4, from Mr. Parry
Long’s son ; at the time the letter was written by Mr. Kichardson T was not aware that Henry Hughes had a son living or
had ever had a son ; I did know that he had a daughter, but, 1 did not know whether she was living or not at tho time tho
letter was written ; I saw her at his bedside when he was dying ; I understood Mr. Parry Long, who was then present, was
preparing a will in favour of his daughter ; this was twcuty-lhree or twenty-four years ago.
Mr. IKi/liam : My knowledge of the circumstances of this case wa! os perfect when the letter was written by Mr.
Kichardson as it is now.
JOHN TAYLOR.
‘Witnessed by—Arthur T, JTnr.ROYj), President..
W. A. WiiKisstHr.--------------------

No. 16.
Evidence given by John Champley Butter.
Case No. 1,517. Joshua Hughes, claimant.
Thursday, 9th June, 1881.
Before the President and Mr. Wilkinson.
John Champley Rutter, of Bed fern, Justice of the Peace, being sworn aud examined, states as follows: —I have lived at
Parramatta for forty-five years; 1 lived continuously there for forty-five years, from 1830 to 1850, and 1851 to 187fi ; 1 am
acquainted with allotment 15 section 12; when I first knew it, it was in the occupation of Mr. Hugh Taylor, senior; Mr.
Taylor used to run his horses on it,- this state of things continued up lo the time of his death ; it wns fenced in, and bounded
by the School of Industry on the one side, Blake’s at the back, Walker’s on tho other side, and on the fourth side by
Macquarie-street ; tbc property was in my possession from 1802 to 1809 ; 1 found it vacant and took possession ; X let the
house in which I resided in 1867, which was separated by the School of Industry from this paddock, with this paddock, to
Davis, of the A. S. N. Company, for twelve months ; when his time expired let to the next tenant, Mrs. Hawkins, who was
in the Mutual Provident Society ; Mr. Hawkins was away at the time ill, and Dr. Brown wns as surety for the rent ; I did not
lease the paddock or stable with this; I let the paddock and stable to Mr. Rogers, the draper, for 6d. per week for the
paddock and 5s. for the stable ; lie held it from September, 1868, to May, 1869, when bo built stables at his own place; I
was living about a mdc away from it; 1 should have mentioned that in 1862 I put up a two-rail paling fence on the street
frontage ; 1 had an entrance through a paddock I leased from Blake at the back of this allotment; I could not get out of tho
paddock into the street without coming through my yard ; 1 paid tho rates ; I paid them in two names, in my brother’s name
and George Dempsey’s, at two different periods ; I paid the rates in my brother’s name for the purpose of giving him a vote ;
I did not take possession of that property by virtue of any authority from the Taylors or any other person ; I simply found
it vacant and took possession of it; 1 did not take possession under an)' agreement with any one to pay the rates for it; tho
fact of my possession was well known ; tho Taylors know it perfectly well; John Taylor was tho next person in possession ;
I afterwards saw his horse tied up in it; the fence was then out of repair ; 1 hayo also seen Williams’ borscsthere ; the fence
woe at that time in repair.
Mr. Knox : 1 am not aware of any other John Rutter living in Parramatta ; when I first knew this property it was in
Hugh Taylor, senior’s possession; I never heard the Tavdors claim this for Hughes; Mr. John Taylor said in his evidence
“ I told Rutter he might have possession of the land if he paid the rates” ; that is untrue; I think Mr. John Taylor once
asked me would I give it to him, and he would pay mo for all the trouble I had been put at; he never made a claim against
me, but he asked me to give up the land to him, and he would pay me for the improvements ; this was after 1 had left the
neighbourhood ; I never did hear any of the Taylors say that this was their property or that they were entitled to it; I am
not on friendly terms with the Taylors; I have not been on friendly terms with the Taylors for fifteen or twenty years ; I never
had any dispute with them, but never spoke to any of the family iu any way from then ; I know how John Taylor came into
possession after my occupation ; the place was left with no one Lo take care of it, and the boys destroyed tbe fence ; Taylor’s
blackfcllow drove a stake down and tethered his pony there ; I rode by and saw tile horse tethered there ; 1 saw my wife,
Mrs,
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Mrs. Butter, and she advised me not to take any notice of it, as the land did not belong to me; I had previously intended to
impound it; I never heard that a person named Hughes ever claimed this land ; I was in Parramatta in 1853 ; I did not at
that or at any other time hear of tiie laud being claimed by Hughes ; I did not see Hughes in Parramatta at that time ; the
dispute between tiie Taylors and myself in no way arose out of anything in connection with this land—it was entirely from
a family matter.
.
,T. C. RUTTER.
Witnessed by—Aetiiub -T. Hoiroyh, President.

W. A, WlXJCIKSOK.

No. 17.
Evidence given by Hugh Taylor.
Case Ho. 1,517.

Joshua Hughes, claim mil.

Thursday, Dth Juno, 1881.
Before the President and Mr. Wilkinson.

Hugh Taylor, of

ParramnUa, Justice of the Peace, being sworn and cinmincd, states as follows :—Tho evidence given
by me at tbc former inquiry is correct. (Mr. Xnox rend the evidence given on the 25th May, 1880.) My father was a trustee
under Farrington's will; Farrington was executor of Hunt, and my father was executor for Farrington ; my father advertised
as executor of Farrington for Henry Hughes about thirty-five years ago ; about thirty-two years ago Hughes came down from
the country and stopped at my place j as far os I know, this land was never claimed by any one except my father, my brother,
and myself on bchali' of Hughes.
Mr. Williams: I recollect this lanrl over fifty years ; my father was in possession of it at that time ; he ordered me to
take Die horses down and pat them in the paddock, meaning the land now claimed ; it was then fenced in with a paling fence;
it was first fenced in one block by itself as long as I can remember; I cent inually put tbe horses in without a break for
twenty-five years of this time; about that time my father died ; upon my father’s death I kept possession of it, using it con
tinually in the way described until my brother, who had been in San Francisco, returned, about a year after ; I handed the
papers to him and he took possession of it; the reason I did not keep possession and handed over tho papers was because I
was insolvent j my connection with the laud then ceased ; since that time Mr. John Butter, the late Mr. John Williams, mid
Mr. James Vallaek, of Parramatta, brewer, have been in possession ; no interest in this land was sold or ever attempted to be
sold by the Sheriff, as far as I know ; three-parts of the fence was down for two or three years before my brother returned
from San Francisco ; there was a new fence I believe put up by Mr. Rutter ; I have seen Mr. Butter’s horses there for tlirco
or four years; during that time no one was in possession except Mr. Rutter ; I never interfered after Mr. Rutter’s possession ;
the land was held successively hy Mr. Williams, Mr. James Vallaek, and Mr. John Taylor, who is in possession now; the
possession has always been in my father, my brotlier, and myself, about, thirly-fcwo years ago Mr. Hughes, in answer to an
advertisement, went on the ground with my father and myself, and said, “ 1 can earn more with my trade as a blacksmith in
one month than what the land is worth ; I cannot afford the time to stay down and put it through tho Court of Claims”; he
told my father to sell the land and pay himself ; the payment I refer to was the expense of putling the matter through the
Court of Claims; i don’t know tlic icuson why the land was not put through the Court of Claims; the papers wero placed
in the hands of Mr. Parry Long, and I frequently saw him ; the papers I refer to ns having handed to my brother related to
my1 father’s estate ; I have heard it said that Dominick M'Curry wns in possession, and also King and also Gorman ; I don't
think that I ever referred to it ns Dominick M'Curry’s allotment, and that it would be seen in Gazette, 8th September, 1850 ;
I am not aware that an adjacent lot belonged to Dominick M'Curry, or that tins or the adjacent land was known ns Daniel
Jackson’s; I do not remember any house being on tiie land ; 1 do not know that John Hunt built a hut, but I hoard that
Hunt did build one and that Gorman lived on the laud, but, I never saw a but or dwelling on tbe laud for the fifty years I
have known it; I hare seen the remains of a chimney on the land ; I may have said that I was in possession for forty years,
in a communication to the Government, as I thought that was sufficient,
Mr. Knox; I am not instructing Mr. Jones in the matter—he is solicitor for the applicant; I attended before the
Court of Claims in obedience to a subpoena ; I have no interest whatever in tiie claim,
HUGH TAYLOR.

"Witnessed by—Artitub T. Holroyd, President.
W. A. Wilkixsox.

-----------------

No. 18.
Evidence given bj Sydney Wickham.
Case No. 1,517.

Joshua Hughes, eloinmnt.

Thursday, 9th June, 1881.
Before the President and Mr. Wilkinson.

Sydney Wickham, of Parramatta, Council Clerk, being duly sworn,

maketh oath and saitli as follows:—I am Council
Clerk of Parramatta; I produce an extract from the rate books, which I have made myself; I have the custody of the
original rate books kept there ; the extract produced is a correct copy from tho rate books for the years 1862 to 1882 ; it
correctly states the parties rated, but not who paid the rates.
Mr, A'hoj; : When the proper person is not known it is rated in the name of “ owner,” and “owner” is advertised for ;
tho notice of rate is alwava served upon the occupier and not the owner.
'
SYDNEY WICKHAM.
Witnessed by—Arthur T. Holroyd.
’ W. A. WILKIiTSOX.

No. 19.
Extract from Rate-books of tbe Borough Council, Parramatta,
Persons rated for land in Macquarie-street.
Years.
1862 to 3
1863 „ 4
1804
5
1865 „ 6
1366 „ 7
1867 „ 8
1868 „ 9
1869 „ 70
1870 „ 1
1871 „ 2
1872 „ 3
1873 „ 4
1874 „ 5
1875 „ 6
1876 „ 7
1877 ,, 8
1878 „ 9
1879 „ 80
1880 „ 1
1881 „ 2

Owner.
...........................................................................................................
..................... Book not in the possession of the Council.
..................... John C. Rutter.
.....................
Do..................................................................
.....................
Do..................................................................
................
Robert C. Rutter.
.................... King .......................................................................
..................... Do.
..................... Do.
..................... Hughes.................................................................
..................... Owner.
..................... Do.
..................... Do.
.................... Do...........................................................................
..................... James E. Vallaek ............................................
.................... Owner ...................................................................
..................... Do.................................. ........................................
..................... John Taylor,
..................... Owner.
..................... Do.

Occupier,
George Dempsey.

Exhibit D.
Joshua Hughes,
applicant. Pro
duced on behalf
of the Crown,
tit h June, 1881.—
w.a.p„
Secretary.

George Dempsey.
James Dempsey.
John Rutter,

John Taylor.
Do.

James E. Vallaek.
Do.
Do.
Do.

No. 20.

190
30
No. 20.
Declaration by Mary Elizabeth Walker.
Exhibit E,
case No. 1,617,
Joshua Hughes,
Put in hy Crown
Solicitor,
20 June, 1831.
TV. G. Penningto.v, Secretary.

I, Ifary Elizabeth Walter, of Parramatta, in the Colony of New South Wales, widow, do solemnly and sincerely declare
as follows :—I am the widow of John Walter, late of Parramatta, who died on or about lire first day of July, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight. I am well acquainted with the laud in Macquarie-street, Parramatta,
situated between the lauds now- belonging to the School of Industry and that formerly owned by my late husband, and now
in the possession of the widow of Richard Worthing. My husband and my self lived upon the last-mentioned land for a period
of about thirty years, from about tho year 18 Id to 1870.
During the time my husband and myself resided upon the said land, wc from time to time used the allotment of land
situated between the land we occupied and the School of Industry land, by depasturing cows and horses thereon and otherwise
using the same; it was vacant land, and we used it. being adjacent to the land we lived upon ; and this, so far as I am aware
and verily believe, without my said husband having obtained permission so to do from any person or persons whomsoever. I
never ashed for or obtained permission to use tho said land from am- person, and was allowed to do so without interference ;
neither tho late Hugh Taylor, or his sons Hugh Taylor and John Taylor, ever, so far as I am aware, interfered with the uso
of the said land by my late husband and myself,
”
And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to bs true, and by virtue of the provisions of an
Aet made and passed in the sixth year of the reign of His late Majesty King YVilham the Pous'th, intituled, “An Act to repeal
an Act of the present Session of PnrliameiU, intituled, ‘An Act for the more effectual abolition of Oaths and Affirmations taken
and made in various Departments of the State aud to substitute Declarations in lieu thereof and for the more ontiro suppres
sion of voluntary and extra-judicial Oaths and Affidavits, and to make other provisions for the abolition of unnecessary Oaths’”;
and by virtue of the provisions of an Act of the Governor and Legislative Council of New South Wales, made and passed in
the ninth year of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled, “An Act for tho more effectual abolition of Oaths and
Affirmations taken and made in various Departments of the Government of New South Wales and to substitute Declarations in
lieu thereof aud for the suppression of voluntary and extra-judicial Oaths and Affidavits.”
Declared and subscribed before me, at Parramatta and I
Colony aforesaid, on the seventeenth day of June, f
one thousand eight hundred and eighty-one.
J

her
MART ELIZABETH + WALKER,
mark

W. Goodin, J.P.

No. 21.
Statement, of Rates levied upon property situated in Macquarie-street, between the properties known as
Exhibit E,
rase No. 1,517,
the School of Industry and that in possession of the widow of Richard Worthing, within the Borough
Joshua Hushes,
claimant. Pro*
of Parramatta, and by whom paid.
rfuced on behalf
of the Crow.
W G.P.,
Secretarj'*

Ycni’s.

Amount,
s. d.
3 7

1868 tom ..................................... ...................
I860
70 ......................................
1870
71 ...........................................
.
1871
72 ....................................... ...........................
1872
73 ....................................... ...........................
1873
74 .......................................
1874
75 ....................................... ..
...
1875
76 ....................................... ...........................
1876
77 ....................................... ........................
1877
78 .......................................
1878
79 .......................................
80 ....................................... .........................
1879
1880
81 ....................................... ........................
1881 U 82 .......................................
Council Chambers, Parramatta,
ISth June, 1881.
------------------

4
4
4

0
0
0

40
4 0
4 0

5
R

0
0

By whom paid.
Paid hy John C. Rutter.
Not paid.
Paid by John Taylor.
Do.
do.
Do.
do.
Do. James Vallaek.
Do.
do.
Do.
do.
Do.
do.
Do.
do.
Do.
do.
Do. John Taylor.
Not paid.
Not paid.
SYDNEY WICKHAM,
Council Clerk.

No. 22.
Evidence given by Robert Henry De Low.
Case No. 1,517. Joshua Hughes, claimant.
Monday, 20th June, 1881.
Before the President and Mr Wilkinson.
Robert Henry De Low, of .Sydney, Clerk in the Lands Department, being sworn and examined, state? as follows :—
I am a clerk in the Lands Department; I produce a ropy Gazette containing certain proclamations referring to Parramatta
leases, dated 3 June, 1852; I produce also a second copy Gazette, containing proclamation dated 28th Eebruary, 1853;
there is no other proclamation as I know of affecting this land ; 1 procured the lease books containing leases of Sir Thomas
Brisbane dated in 1823; I have searched these books carefully, and have not found any lease to Dominick M'Curry or
Dominick At‘Kay; I have searched also the records in the Lauds Department, and cannot find any application for the
renewal of such lease or for pre-emption; m searching I have found a leaso of lot No. 15, section 12, fronting Macquariestreet, to King ; Daniel Jackson’s allotment. No. 14—I have not found any application by King or any one claiming under
him for a renewal of lease for one year of his allotment, which was allotment 15 of this land, nor have 1 found any application
hy any such persons to purchase such land ; I produce extract from copy Gazette of September 8th, 1828; M'Kay’s allotment,
according to the otllco maps I have seen, corresponds with tho allotment on which the School of Industry now stands, and is
not King's allotment; there is no lease to one M'Kay in the batch of leases issued by Sir Thomas Brisbane on 30th June,
1823 ; I can trace no lease to a man named M'Kay or M'Curry at auy time ; the only way that the name M'Kay is known
is by the boundaries given in the advertisement of sale , there wns a lease of the laud referred to in advertisement of sale
dated 8th September, 1829, to a man named Daniel Jackson, which is No. 14; I produce an official copy of the record of
tho lease,
'
Ifr, Wilkinson: There was a renewal of allotment No 14.; ns far as I have been able to gather it was in 1801; from
1844 to 1861 I can find no trace of any lease for allotment 14; in 1861 the Crown issued a lease to the School of Industry
for one year of allotment No. 14, and since have issued a grant to the Trustees.
Witnesses—
R. H. De LOW.

Aethdk T. Holeoyd, President, Court of Chums.
W. A. Wilkinson.

No. 28.
Evidence given by Sydney Wickham.
Case No. 1,517. Joshua Hughes, claimant.
Monday, 20th June, 1881.
Before the President and Mr. Wilkinson.
Sydney Wtekham, of Parramatto, Council Clerk, being sworn and examined, states ns follows :—1 am Council Clerk at
Parramatta; I have searched the rate books from 1869 to date ; I cannot find any records prior to 1818. The accompanying
extract is correctly taken from the books in my possession ; I took charge of the books nine years ago; iu search I have found
that Rutter appears to have paid tho rates for one year; 1 know Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Walker; she resides in Campbeli'
street,

31
street, Parramatta; she ig iafirm bodily, but quite clear mentally; tiie declaration produced of Mrs. Walter irae made before
Mr, Q-oodin, J.P., and tbe mart thereto was her mart, and wns read over to her.
ilfr. Knox: As Council Clerk, I outer the minutes and resolutious of the Council; the Council approved of this matter
in consequence of a resolution passed iu March, 187f), and a second resolution on 1st November, 1880; 1 have no recollection of
any letter written on the 20th December, 1880, or about that date, by the Council to the Lands Department, withdrawing
their opposition to this application, nor do I think auy such letter was written, although it is referred lo in a letter of tho
Under-Secrctary for Lands to applicant’s solicitor, dated 8th January, 1881; I have a copy of my letter asking for a
re-opening of this claim.
Mr. Holroyil: 1 know this piece of land well; Mr. John Booth was the mover of the second resolution.
_Mr. Knox.- I know of no public grounds on which the Council could oppose tins application; tho sole reason why tho
Council applied to the Government for this land was because they wanted it for their own purpose, and they believed it to be
Government land.
Afr. Williams : The Council have never claimed auy right to the land, but have only requested a grant from the
Government on tho supposition that it was Crown land; that was the reason, as far as I know, why the Council was not
represented on the former application.
Witnesses—
SYDNEY WICKHAM,
AiiTiiun T. Holeoth, President, Court of Claims.
Council Clerk.
W. A. Wilkinson.

No, 24i,
Evidence given by John Taylor.
Case No. 1,517,

Joshua Hughes, claimant.

Monday, 20th Juno, 1881.
Before the President and Mr. Wilkinson.

John Taylor,

of Parramatta, recalled, being sworn and Oiamincd, states ae follows:—The copy extract “I” from
Government Gazette, I handed over to Mr. Richardson, aud also exhibit “ A,” together with other papers and memoranda
relating (o Hughes’s estate.
Witnesses—
JOHN TAYLOK.
Ahimiuk T. Holeoyd, President-, Court of Claims.

W. A. Wilkinson.

No, 25.
The Crown Solicitor to The Under-Seeretary for Lands.
Sir,

_
Crown Solicitor's Oilioe, Sydney, 24 June, 1881.
T have the honor (o return herewith the papers received from your Department respecting the claim to land in
Parramatta uindo by Joshua Hughes, and to slat.o (bat I have appeared on behalf of the Crown before the Commissioners of
the Court of Claims in this matter, that tiie bearing of the case is concluded, and that I now return tbe papers, as the
Commissioner will require to refer to the evidence taken at the former inquiry before deciding upon the ease.
I have, Ac.,
JOHN WILLIAMS,
---------Crown Solicitor.
Minnie on Ko. 25,
The papers may now be transmitted to the Secretary to tbe Commissioners of the Court of Claims.—R.H.D., 30/6/81.

No. 26.
The Under-SecrobriT for Lands lo The Secretary to the Court of Claims.
Sir,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 2 July, 1881.
I have tho honor to transmit herewith the papers in connection with the claim of Joshua Hughes to a grant of
allotment 15 of section 12, in Macquarie-street, Parramatta, and to request that I may be favoured with the report of the
Commissioners of the Court of Claims on the rehcariug of the case.
I have, Ac.,
CHAKLES OLIVER.

[Two sketches.]

[If, 9d.]

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer,—1833.
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1883.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY
COMMISSION.
REPOET
os

ROYAL

tux

COMMISSION,

APPOINTED ON THE 19iu OCTOBER, 1881,

TO INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT UPON THE WORKING OE THE
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT, 37 YIC. No. 4, AND TO REPORT
GENERALLY ON THE CHARACTER AND OPERATIONS OF THE
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES OF NEW SOUTH WALES;
TOGETHER min THE

ACTUARIAL REPORT,
MINUTES OF EVIDENCE,
AND .

APPENDICES,

ORDERED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO BE PRINTED,

17 Jmmtry, 1883.

I
SYDNEY: THOMAS EICHARDS, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.
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(Commission:.
VICTOEIAj by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Queen,
Defender of the Faith, and so forth,—
To Our trusty and well-beloved—
James Squire Farnell, Esquire, a Member of Our Legislative Assembly of Our Colony of
Low South Wales; Axnus Cameron, Esquire, a Member of Our said Legislative Assembly; John Geldincjj
Esquire; Edward Greville, Esquire, one of Our Justices of the Peace of Our said Colony; Archibald
Hamilton Jacob, Esquire, a Member of Our said Legislative Assembly; Philip James FTewlaxd, Esquire;
John Slade, Esquire; James Francis Smith, Esquire; and John Sutherland, Esquire, a Member of
Our said Legislative Assembly:

Greeting:
Know ye that Wc, reposing great trust and -confidence in your ability, zeal, industry,
discretion, and integrity, do by these presents authorize aud appoint you, or any three or more of you, as
hereinafter mentioned, to make a diligent and full investigation into the working of the Act passed by the
Legislature of Our said Colony of Kcw South Wales, in the thirty-seventh year of Our reign, and numbered
four, intituled “ An Act to consolidate and amend tbe Law relating to Friendly and other Mutual Benefit
Societies, and into the organization, management, condition, and prospects of the Societies registered under
its provisions, and to report generally on the character and operations of the Friendly Societies of Our said
Colony, and of the principles necessary to be maintained in their financial management for the duo security
of the members of such Societies : And We do by these presents give and grant to yon, or any three or
more of you, at any meeting or meetings to which all of you shall have been duly summoned, full power
and authority to call before you all such persons as you may judge necessary by whom you may be better
informed of the truth in the premises, and to require the production of all such books, papers, writings,
and all other documents as you may deem expedient, and to visit and inspect the same at the offices or
places where the same or any of them may be deposited, and to inquire of the premises by all lawful ways

and means ■ And Our further will and pleasure is that you, or any three or more of you, after due examination
of the premises, do and shall, within the space of three months after the date of this Our Commission, or
sooner if the same cair reasonably be, certify to Us, in tho Office of Our Colonial Secretary, under your or any
three or more of your hands and seals, what you shall find touching the premises: And Wc hereby command
all Government Officers and other persons wliomsoever within Our said Colony, that they be assistant to you
and each of you in the execution of these presents: And We appoint you, the said James Squire Farnell,
Esquire, to be President of this Our Commission,
In testimony whereof, We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and the Great Seal of
Our said Colony to be hereunto affixed.
Witness Our right, trusty, and well-beloved Councillor,

Sir Augustus William

Frederick Spencer Loftus (commonly called Lord Augustus Loftus), Knight
[l,s,J

Grand Cross of Our Most Honorable Order of .the Bath, Our Governor and
Commander-in-Chief of Our Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies, at
Government House, Sydney, in New South Wales aforesaid, tliis nineteenth day of
October, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-one, and
in the forty-fifth year of Our Reign,
AUGUSTUS LOFTUS.
By His Excellency’s Command,—
,

HENRY PARKES.

Entered on record by me, in Register of Patents, No. 11, pages 374-75, this nineteenth day of
October, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-one.
'

(For the Colonial Secretary and Registrar of Records),
#

486—a

CRITCHETT WALKER,
Principal Under-Secretaiy.
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^ommisstcm;.
VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Queen, Defender
of the Faith, and so forth,—
To Our trusty and well-beloved—
John Davies, Esquire, Companion of our Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and
Saint George, a Member of our Legislative Assembly of Our Colony of New South Wales j Francis
Abigail, Esquire, a Member of Our said Legislative Assembly; Philip Bisby Holdsworth, Esquire; and
Edward Joseph Rubie, Esquire;

Greeting.:
Whereas by an Instrument under the Great Seal of Our Colony of New South Wales, bearing

date the nineteenth day of October last, We did appoint certain gentlemen therein named to be a Royal
Commission to make a diligent and full investigation into the working of the Aet passed by tho Legislature
of Our said Colony of New South Wales, in the thirty-seventh year of Our Reign, and numbered four,
intituled “ An Act to consolidate and amend the Law relating to Friendly and other Mutual Benefit
Societies,” and into the organization, management, condition, and prospects of the Societies registered under
its provisions, and to report generally on the character and operations of the Friendly Societies of Our said
Colony, and of the principles necessary to be maintained in their financial management for the due security
of the members of such Societies : And whereas it hath appeared to Us to be expedient to appoint additional
Members of such Royal Commission: Now therefore know ye, that We, of Our especial grace, have
thought fit to appoint, and do hereby appoint you to be such additional Members accordingly.
In testimony whereof, We have caused these our Letters to be made Patent, and the Great Seal
of Our said Colony of New South Wales to be hereunto affixed.
Witness Our right, trusty, and well-beloved Councillor, Sir Augustus William
Frederick Spencer Loftus (commonly called Lord Augustus Loftus), Knight
[l.s.]

Grand Cross of Our Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Our Governor and Com.
mander-in-Chief of Our said Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies, at
Government House, Sydney, in New South Wales aforesaid, this first day of
November, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-one, and
in the forty-fifth year of Our Reign.
AUGUSTUS LOFTUS.

•

By His Excellency’s Command,—
HENRY PARKES.

Entered on record by me, in Register of Patents, No.
ber, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-one.

11,

pages

378-9,

this fourth day of Novem

'

(For the Colonial Secretary and Registrar of Records),
CRITCHETT WALKER,
Principal Under-Secretary.

Commission*
VICTORIA, by the draco of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Queen,
Defender of the Faith, and so forth,—
To Our trusty and well-beloved—
William Edward Lang lev, Esquire :

Greeting:
Whereas by Instruments under the Great Seal of Our Colony of New South Wales, bearing
date respectively the nineteenth day of October and the first day of November last, We did appoint certain!

gentlemen therein named to be a Royal Commission to make a diligent and full investigation into the
working of the Act passed by the Legislature of Our said Colony of New South Wales, in the thirty-seventh
year of Our Reign, and numbered four, intituled, “ An Act to consolidate and amend the ,Law relating to
Friendly and other Mutual Benefit Societies,” and into the organization, management, condition, and
prospects of the Societies registered under its provisions, and to report generally on the operations and
character of the Friendly Societies of Our said Colony, and of the principles necessary to be maintained
in their financial management for the due secuiity of the members of such Societies. : And whereas Angus
Cahehon, Esquire, one of the said Commissioners so appointed has resigned : And whereas it hath
appeared to Us to be expedient to appoint you to be a Commissioner in the stead of the said Angus
Cameron, Esquire : Now therefore know you, that We of Our especial grace, have thought fit to appoint,
and do hereby appoint you to bo such Commissioner accordingly.
In testimony whereof, We have caused these Our Letters to he made Patent, and the Great Seal
of Our said Colony of New South Wales to be hereunto afiixed.

[l,s.]

Witness Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor, Sir Augustus William
Frederick Spencer Loftus (commonly called Lord Augustus Loftus), Knight
Grand Cross of Our, Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Our Governor and
Commander-in-Chief of Our said Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies,
at Government House, Sydney, in New South Wales aforesaid, this third day of
January, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-two, and
in the forty-fifth year of Our Reign.
AUGUSTUS LOFTUS.
'

By His Excellency’s Command,—
JOHN ROBERTSON.

Entered on record by me in Register
one thousand eight hundred and eighty-two.

of

Patents, No. 11, page 399, this fifth day of January,

'

(For the Colonial Secretary and Registrar of Records),
CRITCHETT WALKER,
Principal Under-Secretary.
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Commission.
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YICTOHIA, by Ujc Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Queen, Defender
of the Faith, and so forth,—

.
>

’ To Our trusty and well-beloved,—
John Davids, Esq., a Companion of Our Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint

,

George, and a Member of Our Legislative Assembly of Our Colony of New South Wales,—■

,
1
■■
:■ -

G reeting:

fI

Whureas by an instrument under the Great Seal of Our Colony of New South M ales, bearing
date the nineteenth day of October last, We did amongst other things appoint a President of a1 Koval Com
mission to make a diligent and full investigation into the working of the Act passed by the Legislature of
Our said Colony of New South Wales, iu tho thirty-seventh year of Our Reign, and numbered four, intituled
“ An Act to consolidate and amend the Law relating to Friendly and other Mutual Benefit Societies,” and
into the organization, management, condition, and prospects of the Societies registered under its provision, and
to report generally on the character and operations of the Friendly Societies of Our said Colony, and of the
principles necessary to be maintained in their financial management for the due security of the members of
such Societies : And whereas such President has resigned his appointment: And whereas it hath appeared
to Us to be expedient to appoint you to be President of Our said Commission : Novi- therefore know you,.
that Wo, of Our especial grace, have thought fit to appoint, and do hereby appoint you to be such President

■

accordingly.

;
:

■r

■

In testimony whereof, We have caused those Our Letters to be made Patent, and the Great Seal of

,■ ’

Our said Colony of New South Wales to be hereunto affixed.

„
'

Witness Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor, Sib Augustus William
Frederick Spencer Loftus (commonly called Lord Augustus Loftus), Knight
[Ij-P-]
Grand Cross of Our Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Our Governor and Com.mander-in-Chief of Our said Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies, at
Government House, Sydney, in New South Wales aforesaid, this twenty-eighth day

■
r '
’

of February, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-two,

.

and in the forty-fifth vear of Our Reign.
.

(
1

By His Excellency’s Command,—
"
JOHN ROBEPlTSON.

'

Entered on record by mo, in

'
AUGUSTUS LOFTUS.

Register of Patents,

one thousand eight hundred and eighty-two.
.
■

No. 11, page 420, this second day of March,

_
(For the Colonial Secretary and Registrar of Records),
CRITCHETT WALKER,
Principal Under-Secretary.

EXTRACTS FROM MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS.
MONDAY, 21 NOVEMBER, 1SS1.
MeMJIEKS PilESEHT :—

James Squire Famel], Esq., H.P., President.
Jolm Grelding, Esq.,
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
Ed. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
John Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G-.,
A. H. Jacob, Esq., M.P.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. ETe\viand, Esq.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq,,
John Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Rubie, Esq.
The Commission and Supplementary Commission, dated respectively October 19th and Kovcmber
1st, 1881, wero read.
■
The President said lie thought under the Commission they were bound to inquire into the working
'of the whole Act.
Tho Secretary was instructed to procure a sufficient number of copies of the Commission to supply
-each member with a copy, and also a similar number of copies of the Eriendly Societies Act.
It was resolved, on the motion of Mr, Davies, seconded by Mr, Smith, “That the Commission meet
'each Monday and Friday afternoon at 2 o’clock, unless otherwise ordered,”
On motion of Mr, Slade, seconded by Mr. Howland, it was resolved, “ That the Secretary be
instructed to write to the Principal Under-Secretary, requesting that the Colonial Secretary will procure
■•copies of the report of the Eriendly Societies Commission of Yictoria, for the use of the Members of the
Commission.”
On motion of Mr. Davies, seconded by Mr. Abigail, it was resolved, “That any gentleman entitled
■to be paid fees for attendance who shall not be present in his place half an hour after the time fixed for
the meeting of the Commission, shall be entitled to no fees for that day.”
It was decided that all witnesses be examined on oath.
The Secretary was instructed to procure three (3) copies of the Act for the Regulation of the
taking of Evidence before the Commission.
It was resolved, on the morion of Mr. Davies, seconded by Mr. Holdsworth, “ That an application
be made that the sum of five hundred pounds (£500) be placed to tbe credit of the Commission, in some
one or other of the Banks of the city, for the purpose of defraying necessary expenses."

FRIDAY, 25 NOVEMBER, 1881.
Membehs Peesej-t :—

J. S. Parnell, Esq., M.P., President.
John Gelding, Esq.,
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
John Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G-.,
A. H. Jacob, Esq., M.P.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P,
P. J. Howland, Esq.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
.
John Slade, Esq.,
E, J. Rubie, Esq.
■
Tho minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The President reported that ho had had an interview with the Honorable the Colonial Secretary
■with reference to the scope of the inquiry, aud that Sir Henry Parkes had informed him that the intention
■of the Government was that the Commission should only inquire into the working of such portions of the
Act as related to the Eriendly Societies in the Colony.
It was resolved, in accordance with the intentions of the Government;, the inquiries of the Com'mission should be confined to the operation of the Act as it relates to Eriendly Societies.
Secretary reported that ho had, in accordance with the resolutions arrived at, made the necessarv
•applications for documents as required for the use of the Commission.
Resolved, that twenty (20) copies of the Eriendly Societies Act be obtained interleaved with plain
'ruled paper.
Mr. Alexander Oliver, Registrar of Eriendly Societies, was sworn and examined.

MONDAY, 28 NOVEMBER, 1881.
Meiipeus Present :—

J. S. Earnell, Esq., M.P., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
E. Abigail, Esq.,
'
P. J, Hewland, Esq.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Rubie, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting wore read and confirmed.
_ Resolved, that Secretary apply for the sum of one hundred pounds (£100) to he placed to the
■credit of tho Commission to defray necessary incidental expenses.
.
Mr. A. Oliver's examination was continued, and certain documents which he put in were ordered to
be printed.
ERIEAY,

6
FRIDAY, 2 DECEMBER, 1881.

,

Mejiukiis Present :—

J. S. Farnell, Esq., M.P., President.
J. G-elding, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
B. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Eesolved, “ That the Secretary he instructed to write requesting that copies of the Act of the
other Australian Colonies relating to the management of Friendly Societies be supplied to the Commission.”
Mr. A. Oliver’s examination was continued.
MONDAY, 5 DECEMBER, 1881.
Members Present:—

J. S. Farnell, Esq., M.P., President.
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. Sutherland, Esq., M.P.,
‘
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G-.,
A. H. Jacob, Esq., M.P.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Hewland, Esq.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.
. J. Slade, Esq.,
Jhe minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
_
Mr. E. Lewis Scott, at his own request, made affirmation and was examined and requested to have
the Parliamentary Returns prepared according to the Act at as early a date as possible.
FRIDAY, 9 DECEMBER, 1881.
Members Present :—

J. S. Farnell, Esq., M.P., President.
.
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
.
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq,, J.P.
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
The minutes of the previous meeting wero read and confirmed.
Tiie Secretary read a communication from Critchett "Walker, Esq., Principal Hnder-Secretary,
intimating that the Colonial Treasurer had been invited to have the goodness to cause to be placed to
the credit of the President of the Friendly Societies Act Inquiry Commission, in the Bank of New
South ’Wales, the sum of £100 for the payment of petty expenses.
Mr. E. Schofield, Corresponding Secretary of the Manchester Hnity, I.O.O.F., was sworn and
examined.
MONDAY, 12 DECEMBER, 1881.
Members Present:—'

J. S. Farnell, Esq., M.P., President.
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
.
J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
E. J. Enbie, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The President being obliged to leave, Mr. Greville was voted to the Chair in his absence.
_
Mr. Slade submitted certain forms to be issued to the various Societies, and on motion of
Mr Davies, they were submitted to a Committee consisting of Messrs. Gelding, Slade, Holdsworth, and
Smith, for amendment, proofs to be at the next meeting of the Commission.
_
Mr. J. Gelding, Secretary to the Sydney District, I.O.O.F., Manchester Unity, was sworn and
examined.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq,,
J. Slade, Esq.,

FRIDAY, 16 DECEMBER, 1881.
Members Present:—

J. S. Farnell, Esq., M.P., President.
.
J.
Slade,
Esq.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J, E. Smith, Esq.,
E, Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Mr. Gelding, on behalf of the Committee, submitted proofs of the return forms referred to them
at the last meeting, which were, with slight amendment, adopted.
_
)
Tbe Secretary was instructed to write to tbe Colonial Secretary, applying for three (3) months
extension of time to bring up the report.
Mr. J. Gelding’s examination was continued.
MONDAY,
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M0NBA1, 19 DECEMBER, 1881.
Members Present :—

J. S. Parnell, Esq., M.P,, President,
J. G-elding, Esq.,
E. GreviHe, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,

J. P. Smith, Esq.,
J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G.,
P. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting M ere read and confirmed.
It was resolved,that the Commission at its rising adjourn until Monday, 9th January, 1882.
Mr. A. L. Smith, Grand Secretary of the G.U.O.O.P., was sworn and examined.

MOiYTJAT, 9 JAmiART, 1882.
Members Present :—

J. S. Parnell, Esq., M.P., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. J’. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
p. Abigail, Esq,, M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
p. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
.
J. Slade, Esq.,
•
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
*
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The President reported receipt of communications from the Colonial Secretary, appointing Mr. W.
E. Langley as a member of the Commission, vice Mr. A. Cameron, M.P., and granting the Commission
an extension of time.
The examination of Mr. A. L. Smith was continued and concluded.

EEIBAT, 13 JANUARY, 1882.
Members Present :—

J. S. Parnell, Esq., M.P., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. P. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J, Newland, Esq,,
-E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
"W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
. Mr. Eichard Cannon, Grand Sectary of the Independent Order of Oddfellows, was sworn and
examined. ' “

MONDAY, 16 JANUARY, 1882.
Members Present :—

J. S. Parnell, Esq., M.P., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
E. Abigail,-Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
J. P. Smith, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
Tbe minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
_
Tbe Secretary, on the motion of Mr. Davies, was instructed to send copies of the evidence as far as
printed to the various members of the Commission.
Mr. W. E. Langley, Grand Master I.O.O.P., was sworn and examined.

ERIBAY, 20 JANUARY, 1882.
Members Present:—

J. S. Parnell, Esq,, M.P., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. p. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.
P, E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
‘W’. E, Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Mr. IP. E, Langley’s examination was resumed and concluded.
Mr. P. J. Newland was sworn and examined.

MONDAY,

$'"-
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MONDAY, 23 JANUARY, 1S82.
Membees Peesexx :—■

J. S. Farnell, Esq., M.P., President.
'
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
F, Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P..
P, E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Mr, Geo. Bretua.ll was sworn and examined.

IfRID AY, 27 JANUARY, 1882.
Meubees Present:—

J. S. Farnell, Esq., M.P., President.
J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. Greville, Esq.,
P. E-, Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq..
J. Slade, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
* J. F. Smith, Esq.,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Mr. P. E. Holdsworth, Most Worthy Scribe, National Division Sons of Temperance, was sworn
and examined.
MONDAY, 3 FEBRUARY, 1SS2.
Members Present :—

'

J. S. Farnell, Esq., M.P., President.
J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
'
F, Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. Greville, Esq.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P, J. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq,,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
'

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
.
Mr. C. T. Peirce, Grand Secretary No. 1 Grand Division Sons of Temperance, was sworn an&
examined.
MONDAY, G EEBRUARY, 1882.
Members Present-—■

■

J. S. Earnell, Esq., M.P., President. .
J. Gelding, Esq.,
I
J- Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G.,
E. Greville, Esq.,
P. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
.
|
P- E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.
I
E. J. Eubie, Esq^
J, F. Smith, Esq.,
j
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The examination of Mr. C. T. Peirce was resumed and concluded. ■
.
Mr. N. Pidgeon, Grand Scribe No. 9 Grand Division Sons of Temperance, was sworn and examined..

FRIDAY, 10 FEBRUARY, 1882.
Members, Present:—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The time for sending in the returns was extended till 15th March, and it was notified that thevarious Grand Secretaries be notified to that effect, and be advertised in the daily Press.
. .
On the motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Holdsworth, it wns resolved “That the Commissionrespectfully recommend to the Acting Colonial Secretary the appointment of John Davies, Esq., M.P.,.
C.M.G., as President of the Commission, in the room of James Squire Farnell,_M.P., resigned.
' Mr. W. 0. Fox, Grand Secretary A. 0. Foresters, was sworn and examined.
TUESDAY,

■
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TUESDAY, 14. FEBBUAEY, 1882.
Membehs PkE5EJ-X :—

.

j- DaTies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G-., President.
J. Golding, Esq.,
J. p. Smith, Esq.,
E. Grevillc, Esq
.
p, Abigail, Esq., Bf.P.,
I. J Aewland, Esq.,
p, B. Holdaworth, Esq.,
J. Skde, Esq.,
E. J. Bubie, Esq.,
,
_
"W. E. Langley, Esq.
The inmutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed,
Mr. John Hampton, District Secretary Order of Eoyal Eoresters, was sworn and examined.

miDAY, 17 FEBRUARY, 1882.

Membebs Peesest :—
T „ ,„ J- Da™, Esq., M.P., C.M.G-., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
j, p. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greyfile, Esq J .P.,
E. Abigail, Esq, M.P.,
?* l;
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq,
‘
. J. blade, Esq,
E. J. Eubie, Esq,
r
^ W. E. Langley, Esq.
Tlio minute^of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Mr. John Mitchell, District Secretary of the D. A. 0. Druids, was sworn and examined.

MONDAY, 20 FEBRUARY, 1882.

Membi-es Pbesext:—
t „ 11.
J- DaTie8i Bs8-> M.P, C.M.G, President.
£ 9;cI(™S’ E8fi->
J. E. Smith, Esq,
E. Grcyille, Esq, J.P,
p. Ahigd, Esq, M.'P,
I. J. INewland, Esq,
p. B. Holdsworth, Esq,
J. Slade, Esq,
K J. Eubie, Esq,
.
_
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting wore read and confirmed.
Mr. P, J. Murray was sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 24 FEBRUARY, 1882.
Members Pees met:—

J. Davies, Esq, M.P, C.M.G, President.
J. F. Smith, Esq,
E. Greville, Esq,
P. Abigail, Esq, M.P,
P. J. Bewlaud, Esq,
P. B. Holdsworth, Esq,
J. Slade, Esq,
E. J. Bubie, Esq,
i
"W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The examination of Mr. T. J. Murray was continued and concluded.
««'-■x-iuiiigj

MONDAY, 27 FEBRUARY, 1882.
Members Present :—

J. Davies, Esq, M.P, C.M.G, President.
J. Gelding, Esq,
J. P. Smith, Esq,
E. Greville, Esq,
p, Abigail, Esq, M.P,
P. J L ewland, Esq,
P. E, Holdsworth, Esq,
J. Slade, Esq,
E. J. Kubie, Esq,
,
_
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Messrs. J. Crowley, \V. Brady, and E. J. Bubie were sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 3 MARCH, 1SS2. .
Members Pee sent :—
.

John Davies, Esq, M.P, C.M.G, President.
J. Gelding, Esq,
J. F. Smith, Esq,
E. Greville, Esq, J.P,
p. Abigail Esq, M.P,
'
P. J. Newlandj Esq.,
p4 }J, Uoldsworth, Esq.)
J. Slade, Esq,
E. J. Bubie, Esq,
,
_
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The_letters patent appointing John Davies, Esq, M.P, C.M.G, President of the Commission, vice
James Squire Parnell, Esq, M.P, resigned, were read.
M. J. A. Kean was sworn and examined.
. Hr-JV!^liil^011 T" swonlj aritl ProJuccd Auditors’ report into the condition of the accounts of
the A. li. L. Guild, and was examined respecting same.
4SU—i
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MONDA1, 6 MARCH, 1882,
Membbes Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P.^O.M.Q-., Presideoit.
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
J. Gelding Esq.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P, E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. "JN"ewland, Esq.,
VE. J. Eubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
"W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The Secretary was instructed to write to the Government of Victoria and New Zealand for copies of
the report of the Victorian Commission, and the quinquennial report on New Zealand Friendly Societies.
Mr. John Hugh Davies, D.G. Treasurer, U.A.O. Druids, was sworn and examined.

'

FRIDAY, 10 MARCH, 1882.
Members Present :—

Edward Greville, Esq., J.P., in the Chair.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J- E. Smith, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. R- Holdsworth, Esq,,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq,,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting wore read and confirmed.
Messrs. A. Walker, G. Gibson, and M. P. Eonan were sworn and examined.

MONDAY, 13 MARCH, 1882.
Members Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
J. Gelding, Esq,,
P. E.-Holdsworth, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
E. J. Enbie, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
J. Slade, Esq,,
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
Messrs. J. E. M'Donald and J. F. M'Crory were sworn and examined

FRIDAY, 17 MARCH, 1882.
Members Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq, J.P.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
_
[
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. .
_
A number of returns received from various Priendly Societies were opened and examined.
The witnesses summoned for examination did not attend.

MONDAY, 20 MARCH, 1882.
Members Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J, Gelding, Esq.,
J. F. Smith, Esq,,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. B. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
_
"W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were road and confirmed.
The examination of Mr. J. F. M'Crory was resumed and concluded,
Mr. J. E. M'Keown was sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 24 MARCH, 1882.
Members Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. E- Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. E- Holdsworth, Esq.,
.
J. Slade, Esq.,
'
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
W. E, Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and'confirmed.
The Secretary was instructed to write to the Colonial Secretary requesting three (3) months’
extension of time.
_
'
.
Mr. Thos. Cowlishaw, President of the Australian Union Benefit Society, was sworn and examined.
MONDAY,
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MONDAY, 27 MARCH, 1882.
Members Pbeseutt :—

'

J. Daries, Esq,, M.P.^ C.M.G., President.
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
/
E. .1, Eubie, Esq.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
J. Sladq, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
J. Gelding, Esq,,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
"W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
A number of returns were received, aud it was resolved that Messrs. Smith, Langley, Holdsworth,
Gelding, and Slade be appointed a Committee to investigate the returns and report to the Commission.
1
Mr. E. A. Morgan, Secretary of the Captain Conk Tent, Independent Order of Eochabites, was
sworn and examined.
*
RRIDAY, 31 MARGE, 1882,
Membees Present :—

J. Davies, Esq,, M.P., C.M.G., President,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
P. T. Newland, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq..
•T. Gelding, Esq.,
’
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.
■ The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
*
Mr. Slade reported that the Committee appointed to investigate the returns hoped to have a
definite tabulated statement to lay before the Commission on Monday next.
Mr. A. D. Eordlmm, Secretary of the Crystal Spring Tent, I.O. Bechabites, Balmain, and Mr. W.
Benton, Secretary of a Lodge of the Free Gardeners’ Benefit Society, were sworn and examined,

MONDAY, 3 APRIL, 1882,
Membees Pee sent :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J, E. Smith, Esq.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
W, E. Langley, Esq.,
• P. J. Newland, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
J. Gelding, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were rend and confirmed.
, Mr. G. E. Lucas, of the Free Gardeners’ Benefit Society, and Mr. P. Forbes, of the Loyal Orange
Benefit Society, were sworn and examined.
"

FRIDAY, 14 APRIL, 1882.
Membees Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
Ed. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
P, J. Newland, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.,
.
.
E. J. Eubie, Esq.
.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
It was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Slade, that the Government Printer be requested to print
fiOO copies of an additional form of return to be forwarded to Friendly Societies.
Mr. Abigail laid before the Commission a number of papers in reference to the case of Mr. Stephen
Murphy, as mentioned by the latter in his letter read before the Commission on March 31.
Mr. B. D. Sippe, of the Protestant or "Wesleyan Union Benefit Society, and Mr. Green, of the
Sydney Marine Benefit Society, were sworn and examined.

MONDAY, 17 APRIL, 1882.
Membees Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.,
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
J, Gelding, Esq.
J. Slade, Esq.,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Mr, J, King, of the St. Peter’s Burial Society, and Mr. W. Dike, of the United Labourers’ Benefit
Society, were sworn and examined.
FRIDAY,

5
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mil)AT, 21 APRIL, 1882.
Memjjees Pees ent :—

.

J. Davies, ]3sq., M.P., C.M.Q-,, PrcsideTit,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J, E. Smith, Esq.,
E. Grevillc, Esq., J.P.,
F. Abigail, Esq.,
P. J. Ncwland, Esq.,
P. B. Holdsworth, Esq.,
■
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Rubie, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were rend and confirmed.
Messrs. A. Fitzpatrick, Royal Oak Court A.O.F., Thos. Forsyth, Court Pride of Australia, and J,
Root, Court Morning Star A.O.F., were sworn and confirmed.
.

MONDAY, 24 APRIL, 1SS2.
Membees Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
F.
P.
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E.
AV, E. Langley, Esq.

President.
Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Rubie, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The examination of Mr. J. King was resumed and concluded.
Mr. Stephen Mallarky and Mr. Thos. Percival were sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 28 APRIL, 1882.
■

Members Present:—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
■
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
.
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
.1, Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Rubie, Esq.,
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
AF. E. Langley, Esq.
'
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
The President made the following report:—“ In deference to the wish of the Commission, I waited
on the Registrar of the Friendly Societies, Mr. Oliver, the day following the last meeting of the Com
mission, and reported to him the evidence which was given before the Commission by two officers of the
St. Peter’s Burial Society, disclosing the fact of a distribution of the sum of .-6300 amongst a portion of
the members of that Society in 1870, in contravention of their own bv-laws and of the Friendly Societies
Act. I learned from Mr, Oliver that they had not filed returns for tfic last five years, as required by the
Act; and that if they had supplied the information it would have shown that this distribution had taken
place, hut having failed to supply the usual annual returns, the Registrar hail no knowledge of the mis
appropriation of £300. The Registrar informed me he was powerless in a matter of this kind, he had
no staff, and no power to proceed against the defaulters. I pointed out the 13th section of the Act,
which I believed gave full powers to the Registrar to proceed against such persons as misappropriated
the funds of the Society, as had been done in this ease. He advised me to communicate with the Crown
Law Officers, and I told him that I should instruct the Secretary to send, a copy of the evidence taken to
the Attorney-General, and call his attention to the 13th section of the Act, which in the opinion of the
Commission, was sufficient to clothe the Registrar with sufficient power to proceed against members or
officers of Societies who misapplied the funds, and asking him to cause the necessary steps to be taken to
prosecute the offenders, as the evidence disclosed a most outrageous misappropriation of the funds.”
The examination of Mr. Thos. Forsyth was resumed and concluded.
Mr. G. Lillie was sworn and examined.

MONDAY, 1 MAY, 1882.
Members Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
Gelding, Esq.,
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Newland, Esq.,
Slade, Esq.,
_
E. J. Rubie, Esq.,
AV. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Mrs, Ellen Mary Lawrie and Mrs. Mary Ann Baker were sworn and examined.
J.
E.
P.
J.
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FRIDAY, 5 -M^r, 1882.
Membees Peesest :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G-., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
John Slade, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Messrs. P. Salmon and Etherington were sworn and examined.

MONDAY, 8 MAY, 1882,
Memjjees Pkesest :—

J. Davies, Esq. M.P., C.M.Q-., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Rubie, Esq.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
Messrs, P. Comber, W. Loderholm, J. Eitz Henry, and F. Forsyth were sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 12 MAY, 1882.
Memjjees Peesenx:—

J. Davies, M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. Abigail, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
E. J. Rubie, Esq.
The minutes of the last meeting wore read and confirmed.
Messrs. S. Withers, H. Collyer, and W. J. Way were sworn and examined.

MONDAY, 15 MAY, 1882.
Membees Pee sent :—

E. Abigail, Esq., M.P., in the Chair,
J. G elding, Esq.,
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E, J. Rubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Messrs. L. E. Harcus, W. P. Davison, and J. J. Donohoe were sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 19 MAY, 1882.
Members Present :—•

J.
E,
P.
J.

Gelding, Esq.,
Greville, Esq., J.P.,
J. Newland, Esq.,
Slade, Esq.,

J. E. Smith, Esq.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
E. J. Rubie, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The papers laid before the Commission by Mr. Abigail, on 14th April, in reference to the case of
Mr. Stephen Murphy, were read by the Secretary.
Messrs, G. B. Frazer, E. W. Rogers, and L. Maidment were sworn and examined.

MONDAY,
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MONDAY, 22 MAY, 1882.
Members Preseitt :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G-., President.
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
J. G-elding, Esq.,
P. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. Greville, Esq.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Rubie, Esq.
J, Slade, Esq.,.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
It was resolved that the Commission be represented at Newcastle by five members, to be chosen by
ballot, resulting as follows:—The President, Messrs, Abigail, Gelding, Smith, and Slade. _
The Society was instructed to write to the Police Magistrate at Newcastle requesting the use of a
room in the Court-house in which to hold the sittings of the Commission.
The examination of Mr. W. P. Davison and Mr. J. J. Donohoe was resumed and concluded.
Mr. "W. Henson, M.P., was sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 26 MAY, 1882.
Members Peeskkt :—

P. Abigail, Esq., M.P., in the Chair.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
J- P. Smith, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
E. J. Rubie, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The Secretary reported that, in accordance with instructions, he had served a summons to appear
and give evidence on Mr. Stephen Murphy, by leaving it at his house, 20, George-street, Waterloo, and
that he had been informed by Mrs. Murphy that it was not her husband’s intention to appear. She
acknowledged having received the previous summons sent by post.
The Secretary was instructed to take immediate proceedings againt Mr. S. Murphy, under section
2 of the Act 44 Vic. No. 1.
Messrs. J. Sheehan and R. C. Meacle were sworn and examined.

MONDAY, 29 MAY, 1882.
Members Present:—

3. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. P. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Rubie, Esq.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. ■
:
.
,
The President made the following report:—“ On Thursday last I had an interview with the
Attorney-General with reference to the communication forwarded him by the Commission, having
reference to the misappropriation of money made by the St. Peter’s Burial Society. - The AttorneyGeneral informed me that, after consultation with the Crown Law Officers, he had instructed the
Registrar to prosecute the Trustees, and to employ counsel to assist in the prosecution, so that we may
hear very soon of a prosecution being initiated by the proper officers."
Drs. Houison and Belgrave were sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 2 JUNE, 1882.
.

Members Present:—

J, Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President;
J. Gelding, Esq.,
•!. P. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq.,
P. Abigail, Esq.,M.P.,
P. J, Newland, Esq.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Rubie, Esq.,
W, E. Langley, Esq,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Drs. Pickburn, M. C. Warren, A. J. Brady, and A. Shewen were sworn and examined.

MONDAY, 5 JUNE, 1882.
Members Present:—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G.. President.
‘
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
J. P. Smith, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. Abigail, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
P- R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
E. J. Rubio, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Messrs. A. Cameron, M.P., and W. Walker were sworn and examined.
FRIDAY,
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FRIDAY, 9 JWJE?, 1882.
Membees Pbeskht:—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., O.M.G-., President.
J. Q-elding, Esq.,
F. Abigail, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq,,
J. Slade, Esq.,
AV. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Correspondence was read from the Colonial Secretary, requesting that a Progress Eeport should be
sent in to the Government.
Messrs. A. Pinel and J. Stuart were sworn and examined.

MONDAY, 12 JUNE, 1882.
Membees Present t—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
AV. E. Langley, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq,,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
.1. Slade, Esq.,
J. F. Smith, Esq,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Messrs. AV. Harrison, J. Townshend, .T. AVatson, and A. Eobins were sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 16 JUNE, 1882.
Members Present :—

.

'
J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
L Gelding, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq., ' '
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
■
P. J*. Newland, Esq.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
P. E, Holdsworth, Esq.,
.
AV. E. Langley, Esq. .
The minutes of the previous meeting wore read and confirmed.
*
^
Correspondence was read from the Crown Solicitor, enclosing information to be laid against Mr.
Stephen Murphy ; and from Colonial Treasurer, relative to transfer of balance to credit of Commission to
the name of Mr. John Davies, M.P., C.M.G., President.
’
Progress report was adopted, with one or two amendments and additions.
Arrangements were ordered to be made for projected visit of Commission to Newcastle.

MONDAY, 19 JUNE, 1882.
Members Present:—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esm,
F. Abigail, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P, B. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
.
AV. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Messrs. J. Hampton and E. Teoco were sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 23 JUNE, 1882.
Members Present:—

.

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. B. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
AAT. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read sind confirmed.
Mr. C. Eollestou, C.M.G., was sworn and examined.

MONDAY
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MONDAY, 26 JUNE, 1882.
Members Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G.. President.
J. E, Smith, Esq.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P. B. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E. .T. Eubie, Esq.
J. Slade, Esq.,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
_
Messrs; J. Prior, P. Curran, and P. Coonan were sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 30 JUNE, 1882.
Members Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J- Y. Smith, Esq.,
E. GreviUe, Esq., J.P.,
Y. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
P- B, Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.

■

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The President reported that on the case against Mr. Stephen Murphy being called in the Water
Police Court, on Tuesday, the 27th instant, the defendant had promised to attend the Commission when
called upon, and the ease had been consequently withdrawn.
.
.
.
A letter was received from the Crown Solicitor requesting certain information to be supplied in
reference to the St, Peter’s Burial Society.
.
Messrs. E. Webber, G. Brown, H. Austen, and J. Audet were sworn and examined.

MONDAY, 3 JULY, 1882.
Members Present :—■

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. Grevillc, Esq., J.P.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
Esq.
J. Slade, Esq.,
_
, E. „J. Eubie,
.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
_
Dr W. W. J. O’Reilly and Mr. E. Stapleton were sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 7 JULY, 1882.
Members Present:—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
-1
TV
J. F. Smith, 1Esq.,
J. Geldiug, Esq.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P, j. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.
J. Slade, Esq.,
_
The minutes of the previous meeting were read a-nd confirmed.
Mr. James Pettit attended, but on being called was absent.
Mr, Stephen Murphy was sworn and examined.

MONDAY, 10 JULY, 1882.
Members Present:—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
■
-T. Y. Smith, Esq.,
E. Grevillc, Esq., J.P.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P- E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
‘
'
'
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
,
Messrs. A. W. Chapman, J. Eobinson, and J. Perry were sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 14 JULY, 1882.
Members Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
-E. Grevillc, Esq., J.P.
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq,,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
.1. F, Smith, Esq.,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and' confirmed.
Mr. J. Munro was sworn and examined.
MONDAY,
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M.OXDAT, 17 JULY, 1882.
Members PbeseiVt :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G-., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
E. GreviUe, Esq., J.P.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
.
It was resolved, on motion of Mr. Abigail, seconded by Mr. Smith, that Messrs. Holdsworth, Newland, and Langley be added to the list of members of the Commission to sit at Newcastle.
Mr. P. M. M'Encroe was sworn and examined.
Mr. J. C. Pettit who appeared with Mr. Proctor, solicitor, to advise him, was sworn and examined.
TUESDAY, 18 JULY, 1882.

(Hold at Newcastle.)
-

Members Pbesent:—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. F. Smith, Esq., ■
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq:,
W. E. Langley, Esq,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Messrs. J. Reid, J. Somerville, R. Bailey, and D, Beveridge were sworn and examined.

TUESDAY, 18 JULY, 1SS2.
Members Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. Golding, Esq.,
j
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
.
J. Slade, Esq.,
J
TV. E. Langley, Esq.,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. .
Examination of Mr. D. Bcveidrge was resumed and concluded.
Messrs. P. New, H. Rushton, and A. Asher were sworn and examined.
WEDNESDAY, 19 JULY, 1882.
Members Present :—

. J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
■
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P, J. Newland, Esq,,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
TV. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Messrs. E. Claridge, H, Sneosby, G. Buckley, A. TVilson, and J. M'Fadyon were sworn and
examined.
WEDNESDAY, 19 JULY, 1882.
Members Present

J. Davies, Esq,, M.P., C.M.G., President. •
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
TV. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Messrs. J. Maher, M. Murray, TV. Low, and J, Thorn were sworn and examined.

MONDAY 24 JULY, 1882.
Members Present :—

F. Abigail, Esq., M.P., in the Chair.
J. Gelding, Esq..
■
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
j
E. J. Rubie, Esq.,
John Slade,Esq.,
j
TV. E. Langley, Esq.

•

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Messrs. H, C. Collyer, P. Stewart, P. Sanders, and J. Dummer were sworn and examined.
486—c

FRIDAY,

FRIDAY, 28 JULY, 1882.
Membees Pbesejttl—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G-., President.
.
J, Gelding, Esq.,
J. p. Smith, Esq.,
■ E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
P. R Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
AV. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
.
Messrs. A. Kethel, E. Ball, and H. Asher were sworn and examined.

■

MONDAY, 31 JULY, 1882.
Members Present:—

J. Davies, Esq., M,P., C.M.G., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
1
,T. E. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
i
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. .T. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Rubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
|
AV. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were road and confirmed.
Messrs. G. P. Hewitt, H. Hund, and A. Garcia were sworn and examined.

FRIDAY, 4 AUGUST, 1882.
Members Present :—

.T. Davies, Esq,, M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
,T. E. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq.,
.
P. R Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. .T. Newland, Esq,,'
E. J. Rubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
AV. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Mr. M, A. Black was sworn and examined.

MONDAY, 7 AUGUST,MS2.
Members Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
.1. Gelding, Esq.,
J. F: Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Ncwland, Esq.,
P. R. Holdsworth, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
E. J. Rubie, Esq.,
AV. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
'
It was resolved, on motion of Mr. Greville, that the following be the instructions to the
Actuaries:—
I-—To examine the returns furnished to the Commission by the various Friendly Societies, and
report as to the financial position disclosed thereby, and the probability or otherwise of
■
such Societies carrying out their engagements to their members.
II.—To prepare a set of tables showing the contributions necessary to secure the following
benefits, viz.:—£25 on the death of a member, and £15 on the death of his wife; also’, a
separate table showing the contributions necessary to secure the payment of sick pay at the
rate of 20s. per week for six months, 15s. per week for the second six months, 10s. per week
for the third six months, and 5s. per week during tho further duration of sickness—expense
of management not to be taken into consideration.
III.—To suggest principles of forms which should bo incorporated in any amending legislation
relative to Friendly Societies.
It was resolved that the Secretary should prepare an-analysis of the Evidence.
It was resolved to adjourn, at rising, for a fortnight, and that application for a further extension
of time for six weeks should be made.
Messrs. A. Ivethel, AV. E. Langley, and John Slade were sworn and examined.

i
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MONDAY, 21 AUGUST, 1882.
Members Present :—

•y

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. Greville, Es<j.; J.P.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
P. .1. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The British Medical Association having forwarded a form of Medical Inquiry which they thought
desirable, it was ordered that it should be printed as an Appendix to the Evidence.

i

MONDAY, 28 AUGUST, 1882.
Members Present:—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
J. Gelding, Esq.,
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. Greville, Esq,, J.P.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
J. Slade, Esq.,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
It was resolved that the Commission at its rising adjourn until called together to give time for
completion of the analysis of the Evidence.
The Commission, at 3T3 p.m., adjourned, sine die.
■

MONDAY, 2 OQTOBEB, 1882.
Members Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P. E. Holdsworth, Esq.,
■
P. .T. NeWland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
.
The minutes of tho previous meeting were read and confirmed.
■
Secretary reported complete preparation of the Analysis of Evidence.
Mr. E. L. Scott’s account for £3 3s. was passed for payment.
Proposed by Mr. Greville, that the President and Secretary be requested as a Committee to draw
up and submit a Draft Eeport, which was agreed to.
'
The Commission then proceeded to discuss the main principles of the Eeport, as an instruction to
the Committee.
The Commission adjourned at 418 p.m. until called together.

FRIDAY, 10 NOVEMBER, 1882.
Members Present :—

.T, Davies, Esq., M.P., C.M.G., President.
.1. F. Smith, Esq.,
F. Greville, Esq., .T.P.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
'VV. E. Langley, Esq,
J. Slade, Esq.,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
Correspondence was read from Messrs. E. L. Scott and S. Gelding, forwarding accounts for work
done for £20 and £10 respectively; and from Dr, Belgrave, for £5 Gs. for attendance as a witness.
In reference to Mr. Scott’s account, the Secretary was instructed to write to Mr. Farnell, the
late President, for information as to the arrangement made, and the other letters dealt with in the usual
course.
Mr. Langley reported that it had come to his knowledge that a flagrant breach of the law had
occurrcd-in connection with the Independent Order of Oddfellows, by the illegal withdrawal from the
Savings Bank of the whole of the Funeral Fund by the ex-Trustees; and requested that Mr. H. H. Green,
of the Evening Neivs office, might be examined in reference to the matter.
Mr. Slade also asked that certain witnesses should be examined in reference to an illegal
investment of funds in a Joint Stock Company at Parramatta.
Eesolved, that the witnesses referred to should he examined on Friday, 17th instant.
The Commission thou proceeded to consider the Draft Eeport as presented by the Committee
appointed at the last meeting.
•
.
Tho Commission adjourned at 4'45 p.m., until 2 p.m. on Monday, the 13th instant.
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MONBAT, 13 NOVEMBER, 1882.
Members Present :—

John Dayies, Esq., C.M.G-., M.P., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. E. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq.,
E. Abigail, Esq.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. .
The Draft Eeport as submitted by the Committee was further considered.
The Commission adjourned at 4'27 p.m., till 2 p.m. on Eriday, the 17th instant.

ERIDAY, 17 NOVEMBER, 1882.
Members Pbesent :—

John Davies, Esq., C.M.G., M.P., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.
J, F. Smith, Esq,,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
.
Messrs. T. M. Shepherd, L. Menser, G. Coates, M. Gazzard, and H. H. Green were sworn and
examined.
A letter was read from Mr. Farnell, stating that he had informed Mr. E. L. Scott that ho would
he paid for the preparation of the Eeturn of the Income, Expenditure, and Statistics of all the registered
Friendly Societies in the Colony for 1880.
The Draft Eeport as submitted by the Committee was further considered.
The Commission adjourned at4.57 p.m., till 2 p.m, on Friday, the 20th inst.
,

MONDAY, 20 NOVEMBER, 1882,
Members Present :—

J. Davies, Esq., C.M.G., MP., President.
J. Gelding, Esq.,
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
E. Grevillc, Esq., J.P.,
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
P. Newland, Esq.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq,,
W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The consideration of the Draft Eeport as submitted by the Committee was resumed.
^
It was resolved that the Appendix (forms for a set of books) should be referred to the President
and Actuaries for report.
,
The Commission adjourned at ten minutes past 4 o’clock, until 2 p.m. on Friday next.

■

MONDAY, 4 DECEMBER, 1882.
Members Present :—

J, Davies, Esq., C.M.G., President. |
.
■
J. Gelding, Esq., •
J. F. Smith, Esq.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
E. J. Eubie, Esq.,
J. Slade, Esq.
Ml E. Langley, Esq.
^
Tbe minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The Eeport of the Committee was further considered.
The Secretary was instructed to prepare clauses submitting tbe Actuaries’ Eeport and summarizing
the recommendations made.
_
Mr. Langley submitted a report from the Sovereign Grand Lodge as an appendix to his evidence,
which was ordered to be printed.
■
‘ The Commission adjourned at 3'11 p.m., until called together to sign the Eeport and pass the
accounts.
WEDNESDAY, 13 DECEMBER, 1882,
Members Present:—

John Davies, Esq., C.M.G., President.
James F.'Spnth, Esq.,
John Gelding, Esq.
F. Abigail, Esq., M.P.,
E. Greville, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. Newland, Esq.,
"W. E. Langley, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The Eeport of the Commission was finally adopted and signed.
Several accounts were dealt with, and the Commission adjourned sine die.

EBPOET,
To His Excellency the Eight Honorable Lord Augustus William Frederick
Spencer Loptus, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Honorable Order of the
■
Bath, a Member of Her Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, Governor and
Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies,
&c., &c., &c.
1. The Letters Patent under which we were appointed were dated 19th October Date of
and 1st November, 1881; but, owing to various causes, wo were unable to begin our
operations until Monday, 21st November, when the first meeting of the Commission
was held. The talcing of evidence was commenced immediately, and it continued,
"
with two brief adjournments, over the Christmas and Easter Holidays, until 7th
August, 1882. In the course of the proceedings it was found necessary to visit visit to
Newcastle, for the purpose of taking evidence in regard to the working of various Newca8tl0Societies in that district; the peculiar circumstances of a large proportion of the
population there, engaged as they arc in what is regarded as a particularly
hazardous occupation, viz., coal-mining, rendering the operations of the Societies
more risky than in other portions of the Colony. We have held seventy-nine Wort done by
meetings for the examination of witnesses and consultation; have examined 132 ^enComu'116'
witnesses, many of whom have had experience in connection with the working of
the existing Act, and of the Friendly Societies registered under it, and have devoted
special attention to the financial position and mode of management of these Societies.
In accordance with tiie desire of the Executive, we submitted in June last a Progress
Eeport, in which we endeavoured to show the leading points upon which we were
seeking information. In the course of our investigation we have ascertained that
there is great dissatisfaction felt with the existing law, as well as its administration.
Early in the present year Mr. James Squire Farnell, M.P., who had been appointed
as President of tbe Commission, resigned Ms position, and Mr. John Davies, C.M.G.,
M.P., was subsequently appointed in his stead. During the time we have been
sitting, Messrs. Angus Cameron, M.P., and Archibald Hamilton Jacob, M.P., also
resigned. Mr. W. E. Jjangley was appointed to fill the vacancy caused by Mr.
Cameron’s resignation, but tbe other vacancy was not filled up. The Commission
. consequently now consists of the following gentlemen :—John Davies, Esq., C.M.G.,
M.P., President; John Gelding, Esq.; Edward Greville, Esq., J.P.; Philip J.
Ncwland, Esq.; John Slade, Esq.; James F. Smith, Esq.; Hon. John Sutherland,
M.L.C.; Francis Abigail. Esq., M.P.; Philip Eisby Holdsworth, Esq.; Edward J.
Eubie, Esq.; and William E. Langley, Esq.
2. While it is totally unnecessary for us in this Eeport to attempt a history of History of
the Friendly Societies as existing at the present day, there can be no doubt that9ocietic8,
in all countries the origin of the Friendly Society was the Burial Club. Clubs of this
description have been found to exist amongst the Ancients as well as the Moderns.
The Greeks, Eomans, and Teutons all had their fraternities established for the
purpose of surrounding the disposal of a dead body with the ceremonies required
by tbe social or religious laws of tbo day, and which might otherwise have been too
costly for tbe family to provide. In Great Britain tbe first Act of Parliament Engiioh Acts
dealing with such Societies was that of Sir George Eosc, passed in 1793. The of
Societies formed under it were nearly all small Clubs, hi which the feature of goodfellowship was in the ascendant, and that of provident assurance for sickness and
death merely accessory. This Act did not, however, deal with the commercial
aspect of the Societies, and by 1819 their instability was spoken of as universal;
in that year the general conviction that this was so resulted in the passage of
an Act which dealt exclusively with the scientific aspect of the Societies, and had
nothing to do with the element of goodfcllowship. As these Societies increased in
number and influence, further legislative action was found necessary, and Acts were
passed in 1829, 1834, 1846,1850, and 1855. A Eoyal Commission, presided over
comby Sir Stafford Nortbcote, sat from 1870 to 1874, and prosecuted an exhaustive
of
inquiry into the organization and condition of the various classes of Friendly '
,
Societies,
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Objects of

Societies, the outcome of which was the present Act, passed in 1875. Under it
“ Societies are established to provide by voluntary subscriptions of the members
thereof, with or without the aid of donation, for the relief or maintenance
of the members, their waves, children, fathers, mothers, brothers or sisters, nephews
or nieces, or wards being orphans, during sickness or other infirmity, whether
bodily or mental, in old age or in widowhood, or for the relief or maintenance of the
orphan children of members during minority, for insuring money to be paid on the
birth of a member’s child or on the death of a member, or for tbe funeral expenses
of tbe husband, wife, or child of the member, or the w idow of a deceased member,
or, as respects persons, of the Jewish persuasion, for the payment of a sum of money
during the period of confined mourning; for the relief or maintenance of the
members when on travel in search of employment, or when in distressed
circumstances, or in case of shipwreck, or loss of or damage of or to boats or nets;
for tbe endowment of members or nominees of members at any age; for the
insurance against fire, to any amount not exceeding £15, of the tools or implements of
Mode of
the trade or calling of the members.” The business of registry is under tho
government ii
Great Britain | control of a Chief Registrar, who has an Assistant-Registrar in each of the three
(3) countries, with an Actuary. It is his duty, among other things, to require from
every Society a return, in proper form, each year, of its receipts and expenditure,
funds, and effects; a return once every five (5) years of the sickness and mortality
it has experienced; and also, once every five (5) years, a valuation of its assets and
liabilities. Upon the application, of a certain proportion of the members, varying
according to the magnitude of the Society, the Chief Registrar may appoint an
Inspector to examine into its affairs, or may call a general meeting of the members
to consider and determine any matter affecting its interests. These are powers
which have been used with excellent effect. Cases have occurred in which fraud
has been detected and punished by this means that could not probably have been
otherwise brought to light; in others, a system of mismanagement lias been exposed
■ and. effectually checked. The power of calling special meetings has enabled
Societies to remedy defects in their rules, to remove officers guilty of misconduct,
&c., where the procedure prescribed by the rules was for some reason or other
inapplicable. Upon an application of a like proportion of members a Chief Registrar
may, if he finds that the funds of a Society are insufficient to meet the existing'
claims thereon, or that tho rates of contribution are insufficient to cover the benefits
assured (upon which he consults his Actuary) order the Society to he dissolved and
direct how.its funds ore to be applied. This Act lias, we understand, given very
general satisfaction^ a great improvement having been manifested in the financial
condition of the Societies since it wras passed into lava
Principle on
3. Friendly Societies are merely a form of insurance, and like all insurances
which Socie
ties should b „ have to depend upon the principle of substituting the certainty which attends the
based.
fortunes of lai’ge numbers of individuals for the uncertainty which belongs to the
fortunes ol each. 'Their main objects are tbe seeming, in virtue of small periodical
payments during health and vigour, of a weekly sum during sickness, a sum to cover
the. funeral expenses at death, sometimes to provide a pension in old ago or in cases
of infirmity, and to provide for medical attendance and medicines to tho member
himself, his wife and family. It is necessary, therefore, in presenting our Report,
to consider the principles upon which these Societies ought to bo established so as to
give the most perfect security to tho members that the benefits contracted for can
Permanency be supplied.
A well-constituted Friendly Society should be a permanent institution,
of Friendly
like
a
Life
Assurance
Office; and in this Colony this cllaracteristic attaches to all of
Societies.
them, although in England Societies limited in their ojjeration to a year arc not un
common. The members should be led to look upon their connection with the Society as
an enduring one, because its grand aim is expressly to make provision at one period of
life for contingencies wducb may arise at another,—for youth, in short, to endow old
Subscriptions age;. and the sum paid by each member should he exactly proportioned to tho
should be in
It is also essential to tbe
proportion to liability entailed upon tbe Society by his joining it.
liabilities in character of- a proper Rcncfit Society that members should not be admitted indis
curred.
criminately, but that due regard should be had to tbe health and bodily con
stitution before admission. To take a member in bad health or with a brokendown constitution is to commit an act of injustice to those who are healthy,
because he is more likelv to become a burden nnon the funds of the Societv. In
order xo see max no advantage be taken of this provision, it is also customary
to
British

Societies.
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to provide that no member shall he entitled to benefits until he has been a
specified time good on tbe books of the Societies. We may get an idea of a
Benefit Society in its simplest form if we imagine 100 men of thirty-five years of
age to associate and make sncli a payment at the start as will bo sure to afford each
man who may fall sick during the ensuing year twenty shillings a week during the
term of his sickness. Taking, for the sake of illustration, Jlr. Nelson’s tables as a
basis, wo find that among such a body of men there will bo nearly 100 weeks of
illness in the course of a year, and thus there would be of course £100 required, or ■
at the rate of twenty shillings each member, which would accordingly be each
man’s contribution. A Society of individuals of different ages, each paying the sum
which would in like manner be found proper to his age, would bo quite as sound in
principle as one upon this simple scheme, and it is only a step further in the same
■
direction to equalize each man’s payments, over the whole period during which he
undertakes to be a paying member. It is also necessary to take into consideration
the manner in which the funds of a Society may be improved by a judicious invest
ment of the annual savings. What is necessary is that the amounts paid by the
members shall be sufficient in all cases to provide that flic whole of the benefits
that are promised shall be paid in time of need. In this Colony many of the Ti>e Societies
Societies are connected with larger organizations affiliated to similar Societies in other waaT South
portions of the globe. The meetings are usually held fortnightly, and each member
pays a sum fixed by tbe laws of tbe Society, the due payment of Avhich secures to
him the benefits, which arc also set out in the rules, and which usually consist of
sick pay and a funeral donation, the amounts of wliich vary in the different Societies,
together with medical attendance and medicines for the member himself, his wife
and family. There can be no doubt they have been and arc of great importance
to the State, relieve the Government of a considerable expenditure, and are doing
much to prevent the increase of pauperism in our midst; and this fact alone would
in our opinion j ustify the State in doing all in its power to support and aid them.
4. In the year 1873 the laws relating to the Friendly Societies of New South Local kgisiaWales were consolidated, and now exist in Act 37 Vic/No. 4, which deals nottinnonly with these Societies, hut also benefit building, loan and investment, and co
operative trading ami industrial Societies. The regulation of the various Societies
within the operation of the Act is distributed over three Barts;1 Part III relating
to Friendly Societies properly so-called, and Farts IV and V to other classes of
Societies which arc dealt with by tbe Act. But as tbe scope- of our inquiry was
confined to the operation of the law in respect to Friendly Societies only, these two
Parts have been dismissed from consideration, and the recommendations that may
'
be made for alterations in the Act will be understood as referring solely to it as
concerned with. Friendly Societies. In Part II of the Act there are a number of Certain
provisions which are made applicable to every land of Society dealt with therein, so
that it lias been necessary for us to carefully consider the effect and operation of to^e^khid
these general clauses. Part VI contains the legal provisions applicable to allof Soc’eV
the Societies under the Act. The general provisions'which refer to all Societies arc, Jions'apptoas already stated, found in Part II of the Act. The most important of these are ble t0 a"
contained in sections 7 and 8, which direct the procedure to be taken in certifying u^dwTheAct.
tbe rules of new Societies, and in altering or amending rules. Section 13 provides
a summary mode of dealing with the misappropriation of the funds of Societies by
officers or members thereof, and sections 14 and IB were intended to provide a method
for the settlement of disputes without recourse to law; but whether owing to the
■
vagueness of the language of the sections or to errors of interpretation on the part
of Magistrates and ^District Court Judges, these clauses have been found in practice
to be almost inoperative. Part III, referring to Friendly Societies, defines the objects Objects for
for which
these Societies
may ,be established, . as follows*:—
’
1vhich
SocieK /i \ n
■
■
ties imw be
(1.)

roi’insuring n sum of money to be paid on tlio death of a member or for the funeral established,
expenses of the husband wife or child of a momhor.
•

“ (--)
Uie t'ttlief maintenance or endowment of a member or the husband wife child or kindred
of a member .in infancy old age sickness widowhood or any natural state of which the
probability may be calculated by way of avemge.
‘‘(k) l^or insuring a sum to be paid on tbe death of a member to the person nominated in a
writing to be deposited with the Secretary of the Society by such member being the husband
wife father mother child brother sister nephew or niece of such member or in default of such
nomination or in --case of the death of such nominee to be paid to the executor or
administrator or next of kin of such member.

(4.)
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(4.) For insuring or making good any loss or damage of live or dead stock goods implements of
trade and tools sustained by any member by fire flood shipwreck or other contingency of wliich
the probability may be calculated by way of average.
“ (5.) For the frugal investment of the savings of members for the better enabling them to
purchase food firing clothes or other necessaries or to purchase or hire any implement
material or article of use or necessity in their trade calling or business or to proride for the
education, of their children Provided that the shares in any such Investment Society shall
not be transferable and that the investments of each member shall accumulate or be employed
for the sole benefit of such member investing or of the husband wife children or kindred
of such member and of no other person and that the whole amount of the balance due to
such member according to the rules of such Society he paid to him on withdrawal therefrom.
“ (6.) For the purpose of enabling any member or the husband wife or children or nominee of
such member to immigrate to New South Wales and of enabling such immigrants to purchase
the tools implements materials or other necessaries of their trade calling or business and of
advancing loans to them for any such purpose and taking security for the repayment thereof.

“

« (7,) For any other purpose of mutual benefit and advantage to the members only and not being
within the purposes mentioned in Part TV or V of this Act which the Governor with the
advice of the Executive Council shall authorize as a purpose to which the powers and
facilities provided by this Act in relation to Friendly Societies ought to be extended.”

Provision is also made for the dissolution of Societies, and for the disposal of tho
assets according to the Eegistrar’s award, as also for the amalgamation of Societies,
appointment of Trustees, in whom the property of the Society is to ho vested, and
by or against whom actions on behalf of the Societies may be brought or defended.
Treasurer re Section 37 provides that the Treasurer of each Society shall be required to give a
quired to giyc
bond for tbe faithful performance of bis duties, while the two succeeding clauses
bond.
require him to account for the moneys received and paid hy him, and direct how
the property of the Society may be recovered in case of the death or insolvency of
.Framing of
the officer having charge of the same. Section 40 deals with the framing of rules
rales of
prior to the establishment of Societies, and points out precisely what is compulsorily
Societies.
to be set forth in these rules. Under the 41st, 42nd, and 43rd clauses, the IrustecS'
are empowered to deal in certain specified modes with the funds of the Societies.
Persons not to Section 44 provides that no person shall receive more than £200 at death, or £52
receive more
than £200 at per annum as an annuity, no matter how many Societies he may be a member of.
death.
The next two sections of the Act deal with the returns from the Societies to be made
to the Registrar, the 45th providing when and how they are to he made, and the
46th fixing the penalty to be imposed in case of default. In the remaining clauses
in this Part of tbe Act provision is made for an increased payment to be made by
Volunteers while serving out of the Colony, and for the protection of tbe interests of
members in the benefits provided for in the Act from seizure or levy.
Insufficiency
5. In the course of our inquiry we have been compelled to come to the
of present Act.
conclusion that the present Act is neither sufficient for the purposes for wbich.it
appears to us the Legislature has a right to interpose., nor has the mode of its
administration been such as to mitigate these deficiencies. It would no doubt be
possible to make, tbe existing laws upon the subject of Priendly Societies serve their
purposes in a very much greater degree than lias been the case, but we consider
it necessary, if it is intended to place the Societies upon a thoroughly sound
basis, for which the present time is eminently suitable, that there should be alto
gether new legislation upon the subject; and one of the foremost of our recom
mendations would be that for Friendly Societies only there should be a separate.
Act passed, in which the whole of the laws dealing with their constitution and
management should be incorporated.
6. Tbe mal-administration of the Act was brought under our notice by the
Mal-administ ration of the
Registrar of Friendly Societies himself, and his explanation was that it' was owing
Act.
to the failure of Parliament to provide the necessary clerical assistance to enable
him to even make the annual report to Parliament that is provided for by the Act.
In future portions of this Report we shall make such recommendations as we
consider are necessary to improve the present legislation as well as the mode of its
administration.
7. One most important question has come before us in reference to the
Future juris*
diction over
question
of the future jurisdiction over Friendly Societies. It is very evident that
Friendly
making
the
Registrar’s duties a mere appendage to those of some other public officer
Societies.
is no longer sufficient to meet tbe requirements of tbe case. It has been strongly urged
upon us that there should be a special Department of tbe Government Service
established for dealing with all matters relating to the Friendly Societies of the
Colony;

Dissolution of
Societies.

.

9'1 <■)
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Colony; Imt it appears to us that it would be amply sufficient to make them a Establish
ment of a
branch of some existing Department. The question then arises to which Department Branch
in the Service should they be attached. We believe that the wisest plan would be to Department
tho
make them an integral part of the Department of the [Registrar-General^ as a large under
Rcgiatrurportion of the work performed is of a statistical character, and hy putting the Goncrnl.
[Friendly Societies under Ms charge the whole of the statistical work of the Colony
would be in one Department.
. , 8. The duties and obligations of [Friendly Societies require to be much more Duties and
of
explicitly defined than they are at present. They should include in the amended obligations
Friendly
Act the following particulars :—
Societies
(1.) 'Having a registered office to which all communications and notices defined.
may be addressed.
(2.) The appointment of Trustees, as hereinafter specified.
(3.) Submitting its accounts to audit at least twice in every year.
(4.) Sending annual returns of its receipts and expenditure, funds and
effects, as audited, to the .Registrar.
(5.) Furnishing to the Eegistrar quinquennial returns of the sickness and
mortality experienced during the period.
(6.) Having a quinquennial valuation of its assets and liabilities made by
tho official Actuary.
‘
(7.) Allowing inspection of its accounts hy any memher interested in the
funds, or hy an Officer authorized by the [Registrar.
(8.) Supplying gratuitously copies of its annual reports to members and
persons interested.
(9.) Keeping a copy of the last annual balance-sheet at the registered
office.
[Returns from tho Societies ought in all cases to he made according to forms presciibed hy the Eegistrar; and abstracts of tho quinquennial returns of sickness and
mortality drawn up hy him ought to ho laid before Parliament.
.
I-11 this Colony it is estimated that there are fully 35,000 members imme Statistics.
diately connected with these Friendly Societies. Wc have examined witnesses who
give tho number of persons in connection with them as 37,704, but as some of
these organizations arc really Trade Protection Societies, and not Friendly Societies
in the true sense of the term, and in many instances one man belongs to two or
more Societies, wchavc struck off 2,704, and estimate the total number of individuals
interested as members at 35,000. But in addition to these members there are the Wives and
families of
wives and families to be added to the number of those directly interested, and at members.
the usual computation of five individuals to each family this would give a total of
175,000 persons whose welfare is hound up with the satisfactory condition of the
Friendly Societies. The financial state of the various organizations is consequently
of deep interest it) an enormous section of the community. From tire evidence
submitted to us, it appears that tire 37,704 members referred to have to their credit
assets amounting to £178,801 8s. 3-kl., being an average of £4 14s. l-|-d. per head.
10. It will bo seen that the objects for which these Societies may ho established Objects of
are every comprehensive, hut it may bo said that in practice they are confined almost FriendlySocieties
entirely to providing an allowance during sickness and upon death, and to supplying practically
medicines and medical attendance to the member himself, his wife and family. The confined.
average allowances are upon the following scale 20s. a week during the first six
months ; 15s. a week during the next six months ; 10s. a week during the third six
months, and 5s. a week dining the further continuance of the illness; a funeral
donation of from £20 to £40 on the death of tho memher, and half the amount on
the death of his wife. With the exception of the funeral donation the benefits are
given hy the individual Branches, they undertaking the sole responsibility of the
risks ; hut the larger Societies seem to have a kind of re-insurance fund, to which Re-insurancc
the Branches pay a certain sum quarterly for the purpose of insuring the funeral of funeral
money. The difficulty of dealing with these Societies, from a legislative point of donation.
view, is enhanced to some extent hy the fact that they are not only commercial
institutions, securing certain benefits for a certain definite payment, but are also
social organizations of greater or less age, and with peculiar traditions attaching
to some of them, requiring an expenditure upon regalia and ceremonial work that,
from a utj]itarian point of view, seems altogether unnecessary in purely commercial
‘186—Societies.
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Societies. We do not feel it to be within our province to interfere with this aspect
oi the Societies, although it appears to us that this element is losing any influence
it may formerly have possessed, and that the direct advantage to he obtained is now
the principal object of the members. This appears to us to be shown hy the fact
that a large number of the principal Societies discourage the meeting of their
subordinate Branches in public-houses, which was at one time almost universal.
From this one fact we draw the conclusion that the elements of social enjoyment and
conviviality, which at the outset of the history of these Societies had no doubt much
to do with the establishment of many of them, have now given place to a feeling that,
to he successful, they must he carried out upon rigorously business principles.
Insufficienry
11. Our attention has of course been primarily directed to the question of tho
of contri
sufficiency
or otherwise of the weekly contributions paid hy the members of the
butions.
various Societies in order to secure the benefits promised hy their general rules. A
great difference of opinion upon the subject has been found to exist amongst the
various witnesses examined, the divergence of their views arising no doubt from the
different opinions hold as to the purport of the question. Many of the witnesses
seemed to have the idea that, so long as the receipts for each year—whether from
contributions or interest upon the investments—were sufficient to balance the
expenditure, there was no necessity for an alteration in the weekly payments. The
evidence, however, of witnesses whose experience in connection with Bricndly
Societies is of long standing, as well of those who have given an intimate study to
actuarial science, has shown us that the existing scale is utterly inadequate to afford
the necessary security that in the time of need the benefits promised would bo
forthcoming. We accordingly recommend that the Government should havo the
necessary tables constructed to place the Societies in a position to give the benefits
promised, on the following basis: {a) To give a funeral donation of £20 on the
death of a member, and half that amount on the death of a member’s wife. (&) To
give a sick allowance of 20s. per wnek for six months; 15s. a week for a further
six months; 10s. a week for a further six months, and 5s. a week during the
further duration of the illness ; due provision being made in the general rules for
tho payment of the medical officer and chemist, and a suitable allowance being
made for payment of the expenses of management.
Graduated
12. While there can be no question that the principle of having a uniform
payments.
contribution payable by every memher of a Society, without respect to his age at
entry, has simplicity of operation, there can also be no doubt that, considering the
increased liability to both sickness and death incurred by persons at an advanced age,
it is, at the best, a rough and ready mode of procedure, unjust not only to the younger
members but to the Societies themselves. This appears to have been recognized
hy the members of the Societies who have adopted a graduated scale of entrance or
initiation fees, varying as a rule from 2s. 6d. for members under twenty years of age
to about £4 for those at forty. But a very slight consideration of the question will
show- that this is a most unscientific method of meeting the difficulty, inasmuch
as the sole value to the Society of these apparently large increases amounts to tho
difference of the annual interest derivable from the different amounts, wdtich is of
Some of the witnesses examined before us have
Objection to course almost infinitesimal.
graduated
expressed
their
objection
to
a
graduated scale of contributions, on the ground that
scale of con
the complexity of the system would he such as to render it exceedingly difficult in
tributions.
many of the country Branches to secure Secretaries competent to keep the hooks ;
although admitting at the same time that such a system would be the most fair.
This difficulty appears to us to have boon much overrated, and wc believe that were
the system once brought into operation it would he as easily worked as the present
system. Another objection has been made to any proposed alteration, on the ground
that a system of graduated contributions that did not fake into account the amounts
of sick pay received hy the individual members would he unjust; but it appears to
us that the doctrine" of averages must compensate for any apparent individual
injustice that may arise. Altogether the evidence in favour of the adoption of this"
principle in connection with the various TViendly Societies seems to he so over
whelming that, notwithstanding the temporary absence of absolutely trustworthy
data for the preparation of tables which may he relied upon in every exigency, we
have no hesitation in recommending its adoption. The actuarial evidence before us
is amply sufficient to assure us that the tables of Mr. llatcliffc may he relied upon
‘
’without
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without very much danger of any injustice being committed, although they would of
course require some modification to adapt them to the circumstances of this Colony.
We further recommend that one quarter’s contribution foes, according to the
graduated scale as fixed in the Societies’ rules, be paid by the candidate on the night
of admission into the Society, to take the place of an initiation fee, the amount of
the said contribution to be credited to tho members, but his ordinary contributions to
be paid weekly or fortnightly as the case may be, so that each member will be paying
his contributions for three (3) months in advance. Wc consider that this provision
■
will prevent a large number of the suspensions for non-payment of dues, and the
consequent expulsions from the Societies, that now occur.
13. Wc direct attention to a Eeport of a Committee appointed by the New Medical
Soutli Wales Branch of the British Medical Association to investigate and reporld?COIimii:iKk'
oil the medical working of Friendly Societies, to be found on page 2G5 of the ^option of
Minutes of Evidence. Section I recommends the adoption of a form of examination form of
paper similar to those used for purposes of Life Assurance, in order to ensure a e*a““atiwi
thorough report on each case; and that a reasonable fee be paid for each examina-P P
tion. In reference to the first of these recommendations, we applied to the Secretary
of the local Branch of the Association for a form of examination, wliich was supplied,
and will be found on page 21 of the Appendix. This form seems to us to answer
the purpose, although some slight amendments might possibly be made. Section II Cominiug
of the Eeport, recommending that tho medical benefits of the Societies should be con- mftTccuTn.
fined to certain classes of the population, we cannot endorse, believing that the con- chases,
tracts made with the medical men should not depend upon the position in life of the
recipients of the benefits contracted for; in addition to which wc find that there arc
a large number of members who have joined these Societies in early life, and whose
position from a finaneial point of view has improved as they have grown older,
and who consequently refrain from availing themselves of any of the other benefits
promised by their Societies. In Section I'll, the Committee propose that a uniform Uniform paypayment of not less than one pound (£1) per annum, should be paid to the Medical m™ts
Officer of every Lodge; in other words, that the amount paid should be fixed by enact- ™ aif 111611
ment at that sum.. In reference to this proposal, wc have simply to point out that this Socielie8matter is entirely in the hands of the medical men themselves—the remuneration for
their services must be regulated by the law of supply and demand. If such a provision '
were made in tho Act, notliing would be more easy than to override it, as medical men guch a pwiwho are willing to take a less amount would have no difficulty in placing their proposal 3io“
1)0
bef ore any Lodge in such a form as to totally ignore the spirit of this provision. While riddm 01 er"
yet sticking close to the letter, it would be competent, for instance, for a doctor to state,
as an inducement to the acceptance of bis services to the Lodge, that on payment of
his fees within one, two, or three months of their due date he would allow a discount
of 40, 30, or 20 per cent. We have already dealt with the subjects contained in
sections IV and V of the Committee’s Eeport, and bonce it is unnecessary to say
anything in respect to them here. In section VI the Committee express their Sop[iratiiOT1 oI
opinion that the Medical Officer and Chemist’s Fund should be kept entirely distinct difforent
from the Benefit Funds, and Ibis proposition we cordially endorse, although not forfunda‘
tbe reason given by the Committee. Under the proposed graduated scale of con-.
trihutiou, the amount set down as payable by individuals, at the different ages in the
tables to be prepared, will refer solely to the sick and funeral benefits, and to these
amounts it will be necessary to add sufficient to pay for the medical benefits as well
as the expenses of management; and in order that it may bo ascertained that the
'
contributions arc sufficient to meet all the liabilities, it is not only desirable that
these funds should be kept separately, but also that they should be administered
separately; and it is for this reason that we endorse this recommendation. With
reference to the proposal in the second paragraph of the section, for the establish
ment of a Friendly Societies’ Bank, wc have simply to say that the arguments used
by those supporting it have not convinced us of its necessity; and we must, there
fore, decline to urge it upon the Government. The fast section of the Committee’s
report deals with the constitution of the Commission itself, and is a matter with which
we have nothing to do.
14 It has been a matter of regret to the Commission to find that the Laxity in
evidence discloses a great laxity in the management of many of the Societies and in
the mode of conducting their business, as well as, a gross neglect of many of the 0 0016 IW‘
provisions
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provisions of the present law, tho consequent result of which has "been in many cases not
only the misapplication of the funds without any fraudulent intent, but also gross
defalcations on the part of officers, in some cases of large amounts. As examples,
we would refer to the evidence given in reference to the St. Peter’s Burial Society,
on pages 202 to 207, where it is shown that a portion of the funds of the Society
was illegally divided amongst a portion of the members; to the evidence in
reference to the deprivation of the widow of one John Cox of her just claim on
Court Briendship, Order of Royal Poresters (page 290 of the Minutes of Evidence);
to the frauds in connection with the Australian Holy Catholic Guild, the
Auditors’ report in connection therewith being found on pages'138 and 139; and
to the evidence given in reference to the defalcations in connection with the
No. 25 Branch of the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society by a Secretary, which
defalcations amounted to at least £150, and to the fact, as disclosed in the
evidence of the solicitor, Mr. H. C. Colyer, on pages 375 to 377, that it was found
impossible to criminally prosecute tire defaulter. The cases brought under our
notice have convinced us that the system of audit at present adopted in the majority
of the Societies is quite inadequate as a security against fraud; and although we
would deprecate any undue interference with the internal working of Societies, we
are convinced that a radical alteration in that system is demanded, and should be
enforced by legislation. It appears to us that, in order to meet the difficulty, it
should be enacted that the Registrar should ire empowered to order an official
investigation of the accounts of any Society or Branch, upon the request of not less
than one-fifth of the members present at a summoned meeting, or at any time when
Examination circumstances appear to him to require it. Should the examination of the annual
of annual returns by the Registrar disclose any important discrepancies that would call for
EcgSrerf explanation, ho should be empowered to order an investigation in such cases.
Uniform
15. Por the simplification of this matter it is eminently desirable that a
book-keeping. linjj'onn SyStem of book-keeping should be enforced in all Societies, and, in order to
make this system readily intelligible to any person who may be placed in office, it is
requisite that it should be as simple and free from the technicalities used by professional
accountants as possible. The books used should be as few in number as is consistent
with the possibility of obtaining at a glance all the information required to show the
state of the account of each member and the position of the funds of the Society.
Advantages of The advantages of the adoption of a uniform system are so obvious that it is almost
fmdform0f unnecessary for us to refer to them, and wo would simply point out (a) that any
system.
member who had once filled any position in a Society would at once be enabled to
take the same position in any other Branch and understand the exact position of the
hooks, without, as is too often the case now7, requiring a number of interviews with
his predecessor in office for the explanation of the accounts: (J) that the danger of
fraudulent misappropriation of the funds would be reduced to a minimum, as no
opportunity would bo given to persons skilled in accounts for tbe manipulation of
the books : (c) that the time occupied in auditing the accounts would he materially
lessened, and the Auditors would be enabled to vouch for their accuracy with much
more satisfaction than at present: (d) that tho preparation of the returns to the
supreme bodies from -which the annual returns for the Registrar are to be compiled
would be greatly simplified, and the liability to error tliereinreduced to the lowest point.
Settlement of
16. Under the present law the q uestion of the settlement of disputes is in a
disputes.
vcry unsatisfactory condition, the clauses iu the existing Act dealing "with the ques
tion being, as already stated, almost inoperative. The sections referring to the
question are Nos. 14 and 15, and appear to enact that the rules of Societies may
direct the manner in which disputes may be settled, and that the “ decision so made
shall be binding and conclusive ou all parties without appeal,” but in certain
specified cases, as well as when the rules do not prescribe the mode of settlement,
tbe District Courts shall be empowered to act. But instead of; this course having
■ been adopted, it has been found in practice that the disputes have been brought
before the District Courts even where the rules of the Society have prescribed a
different mode of settlement, and that the District Courts have hoard and determined
the matters in dispute. Much dissatisfaction has been expressed at this action, on
account of the expenses incurred—the costs having been defrayed out of the funds
of the Societies. In our judgment, and in view of the evidence brought before ns,
it is unwise to allow any appeal to the ordinary Law Courts of the Colony—except
in
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in crimiiial matters; but it is also necessary to provide tbatj after all tbe resources
for the settlement of these disputes within the Society have been exhausted, there
should be some final tribunal appointed, to whom power should be given to
pronounce a final decision, and one from which there should be no appeal. In order Court of Final
that this should give satisfaction, it is necessary that this Court of Final AppealAppea1,
should havo the confidence of the members of the Societies, and it seems to us that
no better means of securing this confidence can be adopted than by allowing the
members themselves to elect the Court. With tins end in view, we would rccom- Appointment
mend that a Court for the final settlement of all disputes should bo appointed, to
consist of the Registrar as President, and five memhers to bo elected by the various ment of ail.
members of the different Societies tricnnially, and that it should be provided that hut brutes,
one member of any one Society should bo eligible for a seat in this Court. The conduct
ing of the election would of course be a matter of detail to be settled by the Department.
17. It has been ascertained that a considerable number of the disputes that Disputes
have arisen in connection with the Friendly Societies of this Colony have been ^ ™agh noncaused by the non-payment hy the memhers of their subscriptions when due. payment of
These have been allowed to fall into arrears, and in many cases many months and 6ub3cnrt,on3'
even years have been allowed to elapse before the defaulting members have been
called upon to pay the amounts. In the majority of the Societies provision's made
in the rules that, at the expiration of about thirteen weeks from the time of the pay
ment of the last subscription, the member shall become “ unfinancial,” and nominally
not entitled to the benefits of the Society, although it has been represented to us
that the Courts have held the Societies liable for tbe funeral donation, less the
amount of subscription in arrear until the memher has actually been struck off the
hooks ; while at the end of about twelve months the defaulting member’s name may
be erased from the list of subscribers. Action has been taken in the Courts to Suing for
recover these arrears of contributions, and in one case subscriptions extending over alirrearsperiod of something like three years wore sued for and recovered. While we
recognize the fact that tbe liability of the member to the Society should he co
existent with that of the Society to him, we cannot fail to see that, if the principle
of recognizing the right of a Society to sue for contributions extending over any
great length of time is continued, grave injustice may be committed upon those who
may have been misled by the provision in the rules of the Societies authorizing the
striking off oC their names from the roll of members when twelve months in arrears.
At tho same time, we have ascertained that tho Societies are responsible to the
medical men for the fees for tho memhers good on the books at the commencement
of each quarter, and to their superior bodies for tbe levies for these same members,
and hence it would bo unjust to the Societies to refuse to give them a right to
recover the contributions for a period of six mouths. We accordingly recommend
' that the right to sue for arrears of contributions be retained, but that the period for
which they may be recovered be limited to six months, and that provision be made
,
that action shall be taken before the expiration of twelve months from tbe date of
the last payment.
18. We have already pointed out that in our opinion the present contributions Dovy system,
paid are insufficient for tbe purpose of providing the promised benefits. That some
of the Societies have had a suspicion if not a positive knowledge upon this point
seems to be proved by the fact that they have made provision for an increase in the
contributions by means of what is known as the levy system. Under this it is com
petent for a Society after due notice being given to impose and enforce upon all tbe
members a levy of a certain amount per head; a default in tbe payment of which
subjects the member to the same penalty as a default in the payment of the ordinary
contributions. While this system has an advantage in providing a safety-valve for
1
Societies in the event of any considerable run upon their funds, it is at the same time
liable to great abuse, and has tbe further disadvantage that a memher upon joining
a Society in which it is adopted does not know definitely what amounts he may be
called upon to pay ; for, although the nominal subscriptions may be fixed in tbe rules,
there may also be a levy made quarterly, which would have the effect of very con
siderably increasing the payments. With a proper system of contributions no
such difficulty would be likely to occur as to call for the imposition of a levy.
It appears to ns that the Societies should be permitted some greater latitude in the inT09<.mcnt of
investment of their funds than is given under the 42nd clause of the existing Act.fun<is19.
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19. Prom the evidence submitted to us, it is clear -that there have been a
number of instances in which malingering has been carried on by memhers of
Societies for the purpose of securing the benefits payable under the rules. A
provision in the existing Act limits the amount of sick-pay that may ho received to
£52 per annum, without reference to the number of Societies to which a member
belongs. It was no doubt the intention of the framers of the Act to limit the
amount receivable hy the beneftciaire to 20s. a week, but this has not been done;
and under the law as at present existing it is quite possible for a man earning (say)
£2 a week to join three or more Societies, and to receive 20s. a week from each,
provided that he takes care not to remain upon the funds longer in any one year
than is sufficient to bring the total amount received up to £52. Though the fact
cannot be.denied that in the present circumstances of the Colony the sum of £1
a week is insufficient to provide those medical comforts which do not come under
the heading of medicines, but which are oftentimes quite as essential as tho
medicines, still we consider that the amount derivable from these Societies should
be so limited as not to make it an object with the members to go upon the funds.
We do not desire, however, to interfere with the freedom oF persons hy prohibiting
them from joining as many Societies as they see fit, but we would recommend the
limitation of the amount receivable as sick pay to the sum of £2 2s. a week, and as
funeral donation to £50. Tliis amount of sick-pay would he amply sufficient to
provide for the extra expenses incurred through tho illness of the head of a house
hold, and yet is not so much as to make it an inducement to memhers to sham
sickness.

20. One great objection has been made to the present Act in reference to the
definition in the interpretation clause of the word “ Society.” Tliis definition reads as
follows,—“ Society shall mean and include every branch of a Society hy 'whatever
name the same may be designated.” Tliis has been understood to mean that in the
eye.of the law every local Lodge, Court, or Division occupies the position of a
distinct organization, and it has been held hy the Registrar that it is necessary for
each of these Branch Societies to be separately registered, and to furnish separate
annual returns as required by the Act. With respect to Societies wliich are merely
Branches of one great organized body, such as the Independent Order of Oddfellows
Manchester Unity, the Ancient Order of Boresters, or the Sons of Temperance, such
a regulation is not only vexatious to tbe Societies themselves, hut entails a large amount
of unnecessary labour upon the Registrar in dissecting the various returns so as to
obtain the necessary statistical information from them. This information could he
obtained in a much more complete and satisfactory form through the various
District Lodges or Grand Lodges; and wc would recommend that these superior
bodies should alone be recognized by the Department, that is of course where such,
Necessity of superior bodies exist.
In order to give effect lo this recommendation, it will be'
providing a
legal defini necessary to provide a legal definition, of a Branch of a Society.
This subject
tion of Branch engaged the attention of tho members of the Royal Commission appointed in 1875,
of a Society.
in the Colony of 'Victoria, for the purpose of inquiring into the working of the
Royal
Commission Priendly Societies Statute, and from their report wc learn that this definition was
appointed in
“ given for the first time in the 1th section of the English Act of 1875, in the follow
1875.
ing words (a Branch means any number of the members of a Society under the
control of a central body, having a separate fund administered by themselves, or by a
committee or officers appointed by themselves,’ ” and in the Victorian Act, 11 Vic. No.
nxc, passed in consequence of this report, this definition, with tbe simple substitution of
the word “ special” for “ separate,” is incorporated. This definition appears complete;
and as it would meet the ease of the various Orders, we recommend its adoption in the
Registration proposed new Act. Should this be adopted, we would then recommend that tho registra
of the
supreme body. tion of the supreme body of any organization should he taken to include the registration
of each and every Branch of such organization, which shall be duly returned to the
Registrar hy the Secretary, under the seal of such supreme body. In connection with
this recommendation, it ■will be necessary to provide hy enactment that the general laws
of such supreme body shall declare the minimum contributions to be paid hy the mem
bers of each Branch, such minimum contributions not being less than the amounts
necessary to provide the promised benefits, and that the Secretary of each supreme
body shall within one month of the institution of any new Branch, or snch other time
as may be deemed necessary, ho required under a penalty to make a return to the
'
’
Registrar
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Registrar of sueli. new Branch. If tliis recommendation be adopted, the result will
be that the Branches will bo considered as merely integral parts of the organization,
and it will havo the effect of rendering the whole Society, as distinct from its parts
or Brandies, responsible for the liabilities of each Branch, and the funds, although
.
kept under the control of tlic Branch, will therefore be simply a portion of tbe
general fund of the organization. It will thus be incompetent for Branches to
dissolve with large funds in hand, as has been tho case in tho past, as, in the event
of dissolution, the assets nominally belonging to the Branch would become the pro
perty of the general body of members as represented in the parent Society.
21. The question of the desirableness of having periodical valuations of the poriodirai
assets and liabilities of the different Societies has been brought under our notice by
of
several witnesses ; those versed in actuarial science deeming it absolutely necessary Habiiitics of
that they should he made at regular intervals of about five'years : and 'there can he Sociotie9'
no doubt that it 'would add very materially to the security of the memhers if these
valuations could he made hy competent persons, but the cost appears to ho an
insuperable objection. We do not hesitate to say that it would be impossible,
without Government assistance, for any Society in is ew South Wales to defray the
expense that would ho incurred. On this subject tbe Victorian Commission say
they think that, considering the importance of the matter to the members of the
Societies, the Government might undertake to provide for periodical valuations at
■
intervals of five years, upon sufficient data being in each case furnished to tbe
Eegistrar and on payment of a small fee, and on these conditions the furnishing of
tho requisite data should he made compulsory on the Societies; and this recommenda
tion we would endorse, believing the importance of the subject would fully 'warrant
the slight expenditure necessary.
22. In reference to this latter subject, it would be necessary to have in con- Actuarial
nection until the Department dealing with Briendly Societies some actuarial assistance, assistance,
in order that the calculations as to tho contingent liabilities of the Societies,
which of course increase according to the advancing ages of the benefit memhers,
may he duly estimated; and the question comes before us, whether there should he
an actuary appointed in addition to the Eegistrar, or whether the Eegistrar himself
should ho an actuary. Wc consider that it will he desirable that power should he
taken in the Act to have these offices separate, although for the present it would
probably be sufficient to have an actuary as Eegistrar. The duties attached to the Registrar to
office require that the scales of contribution should he carefully investigated, so be an
that not only the sick and funeral benefits promised may be amply provided for, but
also that proper allowances are made for the medical benefits and for the expenses
of management; and this can only he done hy a person who has some knowledge of
actuarial science,
23. Under the existing Act no provision is made for the remuneration of the Fees not to t*
Eegistrar for the labour entailed upon him, except that lie is entitled to retain the RegLTrar.^
fees charged upon the registration of rules which, according to the evidence of Mr.
Oliver himself, have been considerably under £500 for the whole period of eight (8)
years during which he has held the office. We consider this system of payment hy
fees to he most injudicious, and recommend its abolition, believing that if registra
tion fees are charged at all, the money so derived should he paid into the Consolidated
Rcvenue’of the Colony, and that provision should be made in tho Estimates for the
remuneration of all the officials necessary for the administration of the Act.
21. On tho part of some of tho Societies there is a feeling that the medicines EstabiiaUprcscribcd by tbe medical officers are not properly dispensed, and in some cases the
doctors themselves seem to be of the same opinion. They all object to the system e
'
of payment to the chemist adopted hy the Societies, considering that it offers a
'
temptation to fraud—a fraud that is not easily to he detected, owing to the ignorance
of the patients upon the subject—but do not agree in their proposals for meeting
the difficulty. Some recommend the establishment of general dispensaries in centres
of population, hy the united action of all the Societies in the neighbourhood; while
others consider that an alteration in the system of payment would effectually meet
tho case,—that if, instead of so much per head, the principle of paying ordinary rates
.
with a discount of one-fourth or one-third wore adopted, more satisfaction would
he the result, while tho expense would ho as light n,s at the present time. This of
course is a matter that cannot he dealt with by legislation, hut it appears to us that
a
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a recommendation from the Commission might lead the Societies themselves to care
fully consider tlie question, so as to put it upon a more satisfactory basis. We have
no hesitation in giving it as our opinion that in populous centres where there are a
large number of Priendly Societies in the immediate vicinity, the dispensary system
is the best, as there could he no object on the part of salaried dispensers to give any
but the drugs absolutely prescribed, and we would recommend that this course should
he adopted; while in smaller places the system of payment according to the necessities
of each case should be adopted, as there is no difficulty in obtaining the discounts
referred to, and those Societies that have adopted the plan seem to be satisfied with it.
25. The Societies as a rule give a funeral donation, not only upon the death
of memhers themselves, hut also upon the death of the wives of members, and
hence tho insurance is materially affected hy the health of the wife. Usually,
however, there is no medical examination into tho state of health of the waves
of candidates for membership, although a statement is required from the husband
upon the question. In order, however, that the greatest security to members should
he given, we consider it essential that a medical report as to the state of the wife’s
health should be required in every case before she is registered to tbe Tun era! Tund,
although we would not make it a requisite to membership.
26. Great care should undoubtedly he exercised by Societies in the expendi
ture of their funds for the purpose of building halls and meeting places. In some
cases, almost the vdiole of the assets of Societies have been locked up in this way,
and it might be impossible for them to meet any demand upon their funds that
exceeded the average, without a considerable delay taking place; in addition to
which, some of the investments in tliis way make no return whatever—or a very
small one—upon the capital invested. While we should deem it very unadvisable
to entirely prohibit this mode of investment of funds, wo think it highly essential
that the proportion of capital allowed to bo thus tied up should be limited to, say,
50 per cent, of the total funds of the Societies, in order to prevent any embarrassment
in tho event of a suddenly increased demand upon the funds, such as might be
caused by tbe outbreak of an epidemic, and we recommend that such a limiting pro
vision be inserted in tbe proposed new Act, while the balance should always be kept
in such a manner as to be available for the sick and funeral benefits.
_
27. The importance to the various Societies of the office of Trustee would be
impossible to over-estimate, as in them the whole of the property is vested, and they
have to represent the Societies in all actions at law ; and it is, therefore, highly
essential that precise legal definition should he given of the manner of electing and
removing Trustees, the powers and responsibilities attached to their office, the limits
to their power to invest the accumulated funds, and their relations to tire State
through the Societies they represent—
(es) Appointment of Trustees :—The rules in the existing Act, providing
for the appointment of Trustees, are contained in Clause 28; and
provide, merely, that at some meeting of the members of the Society,
and by a resolution of the majority of the members then present, there
shall be nominated and appointed one or more person or persons to
be Trustee or Trustees for tbe said Society, and that due notice of
tbeir appointment shall he sent to the Registrar, to be by him deposited
with the rules of the said Society in his custody. It is also pro
vided that if no Trustee has been properly appointed, the Treasurer
shall be taken to be a Trustee within the meaning of the Act. We
arc of opinion that the provision of the law upon this point should be
much more stringent than at present, and would recommend that a
clause should be inserted in the proposed new Act, making it com
pulsory upon the officers of each Society or Branch to call a specially
summoned meeting of the memhers wiienever it becomes necessary to
elect Trustees, the business of such meeting to be specially noted
in the summons, and an absolute majority of all members then present
to he a requisite for election.
(&) Removal of Trustees:—In reference to this subject, we would recom
mend that the removal of any Trustee from office should take place
in tlie same manner as that provided for his election, i.e., tliat a
specially summoned meeting should be convened, tbe business to bo
transacted
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{d)

(e)
if)

(.?)

transacted to be duly noted on the summons, and an absolute majority
of tlie votes of tlie members present to be necessary to carry tbe pro
posal for removal; that such removal from office shall be deemed to
have taken place upon due notice of the passage of such a resolution
as referred to above being forwarded to the Registrar; and that in tlie
event of the Trustee so deposed refusing to deliver up tire moneys,
securities, or other property hold by him on behalf of tlie Society,
application may be made by any officer authorized in writing signed
by the President and Secretary, and under the seal of such Society, to
the nearest Court of Petty Sessions; and on the making of a declaration
to that effect, together noth a record under seal of the removal of such
Trustee, the Court may make an order upon him for the delivery of tho
moneys, securities, or other properties of the Society held by him to the
authorized officers of the Society, as well as for the transfer to them of
all property belonging to tbe Society, deposited or invested in Ms name.
Number of Trustees.—We recommend that the number of Trustees for Number of
each Society shall be three (3), in order that the utmost security forTruatece*
the safety of the funds and other property deposited with them may be
afforded to the members of the Society.
Notice of Appointment of Trustees.—Rue notice of the appointment of
of aPTrustees should in every case be forwarded to the Registrar; and in the 'ftnltcos?4 °f
case of Branches, such notice should be certified by the Secretary or
other authorized officer of the parent Society. The Registrar should
then furnish a certificate of the registration ofthesc Trustees on a form
to be prescribed in the proposed new Act, which certificate should be
held and taken as a legal proof of the appointment of such Trustees.
Tenure of Office.—Wo recommend that in all cases Trustees should be Tenure of
elected as such during the pleasure of the Society or Branch.
of1icc'
Joint action of Trustees.—All deeds of release or other instruments Joint action of
affecting the funds or security of any Society should in every case Trustces'
be signed by all three (3) of the Trustees.
Borrowing by Trustees.—It should bo expressly made illegal for a Trustee Borrowing by
to borrow money from a Society or Branch with wliich he is connected.Tm6tC0B'

We make these recommendations believing that they would place tlie relationsliip
between the Societies and the Trustees upon a much more satisfactory footing than
that upon wMch it stands at the present time.
28. It appears that in one case at least a Society has been made to suffer in Lunacy,
consequence of the sick-pay being demanded by the Master in Lunacy on behalf of
a member in the Asylum. It will be seen from the evidence given by Mr. II.
Austen, that during five (5) years £160 had been paid on account of this member,
and that the Society only stopped payment after the youngest child became of age
to work for her own living; but the Master in Lunacy came upon the Society for
the back money, and the payment of this necessitated the sale of the hall belonging
to the Society. While wc acknowledge the general justice of including lunacy in
the term sickness, still we consider that after the lapse of two (2) years it would be
only fair if the Society were relieved from further payments, and we would recom
mend that in such cases no demand for the payment of sick-pay should be maintain
able against a Society; although, of course, the Societies have the matter in their
own hands, as by the rules they might except lunacy from their liabilities.
29. Provision should be made in the proposed new Act that in case of the insolvency or
insolvency or death of any member of a Society holding any money or' property of member
the Society in his possession, there should be a preferential claim upon the estate of
tho insolvent or deceased officer for the amount duo.
30. Wo have already recommended the various Branches should be so brought Dissolution of
under the control of the parent Society that no single Branch will be able to dissolve Societieswithout its consent. If this consent be given, care should in every instance be
taken to see that the rights of the members of the Branch so dissolved are not inter
fered with, but that the benefits are still continued to them through the Society itself
or one of the other Branches, With respect to the dissolution of a Society as distinct
from a Branch, wc would recommend that it should bo competent for a certain pro
portion (say one-fourth of the members) to apply to the Registrar for the dissolution
486—e
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of any Society, the Registrar to refer the matter to the Board of Arbitration for
investigation and decision. In the event of the Society not being dissolved, the costs
of such, investigation shall ho borne by the applicants; but, should the dissolution
take place, the costs of the investigation shall he paid out of the Society’s funds.
31. We would call attention to the provision in the existing Act, permitting
Willing away
funeral dona
Members
of a Society to will away the funeral donation intended, in event of^ death,
tions to others
than widow to defray the expenses of the burial.
We are of opinion that such a provision will
or representa
not
advance
the
interests
of
the
Societies,
inasmuch as it appears to us to be unfair
tive.

to the widow of the deceased member. The intention of providing such a benefit
was for the purpose of enabling the family or representatives of the deceased to
afford Mm a burial with all the ceremonies required by the usages of society or the
dictates of his religious profession; and we would recommend that in every case the
law should provide that this money should at any rate be available for this purpose,
by enacting that it should be handed over to the wife (if she at the time of the
member’s death be in full legal claim upon him) or next of kin of the deceased.

Bonds of
officers to be
from a
Guarantee

Society.

Registration
to ho com
pulsory.

Actuaries’ ro
port.

Summary of
recommenda
tions.

32. We would recommend that in all cases the bonds or other securities
given by officers for the faithful discharge of their duties should be the security of
a Guarantee Society, as we believe that, in eases of defalcations, the system of
taking a bond from two or more members of a Society tends to prevent the rigorous
enforcement of the law.
33. A clause should be inserted in the proposed new Act enforcing the regis
tration of all Societies established for the same purposes as are the existing Friendly
Societies, with the penalty for non-registration that the Trustees or other officers of
the Society shall render themselves personally liable to the full, amount of the
benefits promised by its rules.
34. The returns which, at an early stage of our labours, were sent out to the
various Societies, were submitted by us to Messrs. M. A. Black and Richard Teece,
actuaries of tills city, for report. We submit herewith their report, but do not feel
that we are called upon to make any further comment upon it.
35. In conclusion, we sum up our recommendations as follows;—
_
(1.) The passage of a separate Act of Parliament dealing solely with
Friendly Societies. (See. 5.)
_
(2.) To attach the Friendly Societies to the Department of the RegistrarGeneral. (Sec. I.)
_
, ,
(3.) To explicitiy define the duties and obligations of Friendly Societies.
(Sec. 8.)
...
(4.) The Government to construct tables of rates sufficient to put Societies
in a position to give the benefits promised. (Sec. 11.)
_
(5.) The adoption of the principle of graduated contributions according to
age; one ‘quarter’s fees to he paid in advance. (Sec. 12.) .
(6.) The adoption of a form of examination paper for the medical officer.
(Sec. 13.)
.
.
.
(7.) The separation of the different funds in a Society. (Sec. 13.) _
_
(8.) Authority to be given to the Registrar to order an official investigation
of the accounts. (Sec. 14.)
_
{9.) The adoption by all Societies of a uniform system of book-keeping.
(Sec. 15.)
. .
(10.) Kb appeal to law to be allowed except in criminal matters. (Sec. 16.)
(11.) The appointment of an elective Court of Final Appeal for the settle
.
ment of all disputes in Societies. (Sec. 16.)
_ _
(12.) The limitation of the periods for and during which Societies may sue
their members for arrears of contributions. (Sec. 17-)
(13.) The discontinuance, as far as possible, of the levy system. (Sec. 18.)
(14.) Greater latitude to Societies in the investment of their funds. (Sec. 18.)
(15.) The limitation of the amounts receivable as sick-pay and funeral
donation to £2 2s. per week and £50 respectively. (Sec. 19;)
_
(16.) The recognition of supreme bodies of an organization, and their registra'
tion to be held to include the registration of their branches. (Sec.'20.)
$fa.) The provision by enactment that the general laws of each Supreme
is
'
body shall declare the minimum contributions to be paid by the
members. (Sec. 20.)
(1®*)
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(18.) Tlie compulsory furnishing of the requisite data for periodical valua
tions of the assets and liabilities of the Societies,. the Government
undertaking to make the valuations on payment of a small fee.
(Sec. 21.)
(19.) The Registrar in the first instance to he an Actuary, hut power to he
taken in the proposed new Act for the separation of the two offices.
(Sec. 22).
.
(20.) The abolition of the system of remunerating the Registrar by fees,
such fees to be paid into the Consolidated Revenue. (Sec. 23.)
(21.) The establishment, by united action in populous centres, of dispen
saries for the supply of medicines. (Sec. 21.)
(22.) A medical report as to the state of health of members’ wives to he
obtained prior to their registration to the Tuncral Tund. (Sec. 25.)
(23.) A limitation of the amount of capital of Societies which may he
invested in halls and meeting-places. (See. 26.)
(24.) More explicit provision to be made for the appointment and removal of
Trustees, and their powers, &c., to he more clearly defined. (Sec. 27.)
(25.) The Trustees to be prohibited from borrowing money from the Societies
they represent. (Sec. 27, sub-section g.)
(26.) The limitation of the time for which sick-pay may he demanded in
cases of lunacy.
(27.) The Society to have a preferential claim upon the estate of an insol
vent or deceased member holding any of its money or property in his
possession. (Sec. 29.)
(28.) That express provision should he made for the dissolution of Societies
after due investigation by the Board of Arbitration. (Sec. 30.)
(29.) Members of Societies to be prohibited from willing the funeral
donations away from the wife or next of kin. (Sec. 31.)
(30.) The bond for faithful discharge of duties of officers to he in every
case the security of a Guarantee Society. (Sec. 32.)
(31.) That all Triemlly Societies and Societies established for the same
purposes should he compelled to register themselves under the new
.
Act. (Sec. 33.)
All of winch we humbly submit for your Excellency’s consideration,—
JOHN DAVIES,

President.

(l.s.)

JNQ. GELDING.
EDW. GREVILLE.
PHILIP JAMES NEWLAND.

(l.s.)

JOHN SLADE.

(l.s.)

JAMES E. SMITH.
JOHN SUTHERLAND.

(l.s.)

E. ABIGAIL.
P. R. HOLDSWORTH,
EDW. J. RUBIE.
WM, E. LANGLEY.

(l.s.)

(l.s.)

(l.s.)

(l.s.)

(l.s.)
(l.s.)
(l.s.)
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ACTUARIAX KEPOET.

To the President and Members of the Friendly Societies Commission.
.
Gentlemen,
We have the pleasure herewith to furnish you with the report asked for in your letter of 10th
August, 18S2. Your letter contained three specific requests with which we have endeavoured to comply as
accurately as the circumstances of the case would permit. These were—
(1) To examine the returns received hy the Commission from the various Friendly Societies and
to ascertain therefrom their financial position.
'
(21 To prepare a set of tables showing the contributions necessary to provide certain benefits.
(3) To make such suggestions as we think desirable for incorporation in any new Act affecting
Friendly Societies.
The Returns collected ry the Commission.

The first portion of these was placed in our hands on the 18th August, and the balance on 24th idem.
It soon became evident that the completion of our task would be considerably delayed, if we personally
undertook the work of analysing and classifying these voluminous returns. We accordingly sought and
received your authority (vide your letter of 28th August, 1882) to employ clerical assistance in the matter.
Wo at once engaged two Clerks who had had experience in the manipulation of statistics, and to them,
under our supervision, was entrusted the task of compiling the summaries appiended hereto. While this
work was in progress, we occupied ourselves with the collection of data for valuation, and the valuation of
the liabilities of the various bodies referred to hereafter. Before proceeding to discuss the information
disclosed by the summaries just alluded to, we think it necessary to draw attention to the Schedules issued
by the Commission to the officers of the various Societies. Specimens of these are shown in the Appendices
hereto, marked A, B, and C, the two former being applicable to Lodges* and the latter to Districts. These
Schedules are defective, in that they do not contain provision for exhibiting the total income and outgo of
the Societies. For example, all the affiliated bodies pay levies to the District to which they belong, in return
for the liability for funeral donations undertaken by the District; but while the Schedule A contains
a column for entry of amounts of such funeral donations, it nowhere provides for an exhibit of the amount
of the levies paid by the Lodges to the District; nor is provision made for these amounts in the
Schedule C issued to the Districts. This omission entirely destroys the value of the returns. Again,
we think the issue of these Schedules without minute and detailed explanation of the manner in which they
were required to lie filled up was calculated to cause confusion in the minds of the officers of the Societies,
very many, if not a large majority, of whom are altogether unaccustomed to work of this character.
That such confusion lias been caused will lie at once apparent from an examination of the returns. It is
obvious that in many instances the columns have been filled up with the wrong figures; in some cases
attempts have been made to supply the omissions to which we have referred, with the result that additional
confusion has been introduced. We have felt, after many efforts at reconcilement, that the task was a
hopeless one, and we have been forced to the conclusion that the returns are practically useless for the
purpose which the Commission appear to have had in view in calling for them. We liave however arranged
the figures in as intelligible a form as practicable, and now submit them with the following explanations :—
In the arrangement of the figures, we have endeavoured as far as possible to present them in a
manner which would exhibit the state of the various Lodges at 1st January, 1877, and at 31st December,
1881, and their operations during the five years between these dates. The defects in the form of Schedule
to which we have already referred rendered it impossible to obtain a balance of the transactions, while our
task was made more unsatisfactory from the incompleteness of the great majority of the returns. An
attempt has been made to exhibit the receipts and disbursements relating to each separate fund maintained
by the Lodges, to show the amounts at credit of the various funds at 31st December, 1881, and the
different classes of securities in which the moneys were invested. In cases where the quantity of sickness
experienced was stated, we have deduced (as far as the means at command would admit) the average
sickness per member per annum. In order that, this may be compared with the expectation according to
tho tabic on which we have based our valuations, we insert here the average sickness experienced among
members of the Manchester Unity in Great Britain, according to tho latest classified return from that body.
Expected sickness per member per annum, according to the M. U. experience, 1SG6-1870 :—
Asre.
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-702
'780
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T 012

1-170
1-480
1-989

_
It must be borne in mind, however, that the information relating to sickness afforded by the Lodges
is altogether too meagre to justify any importance being attached to the comparisons. Table 1 shows the infor
mation supplied by fifty-three Lodges of the Grand United Order of Oddfellows. We refrain from making
any comments on the facts that a number of Lodges have retrograded during the five years, in number of
members, or amount of funds, or both, because such facts are not sufficient of themselves to justify any
conclusion
* In tliis Re]wrt the tenn " Lodso” includes "Tent," " Court," Sc.
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conclusion as to the financial stability of the Lodges so circumstanced. We desire, however, to point out
that in thirteen only of the Lodges does the number of members exceed 100, while in the remaining forty
the numbers range from three to ninety-eight; similarly, in eighteen Lodges the assets at "December, 1881,
were under ,£100. We have no hesitation in expressing our opinion that even where adequate rates of con
tribution are charged such numbers are altogether too small to enable the Lodges to be conducted with any
degree of safety. On tho whole, the rate of sickness experienced appears to have been favourable, though
it will be observed that the Lodges in the mining Districts exhibit, as was to he expected, a marked increase
over their fellows. The figures inserted beneath the summation of each column in this and similar tables
indicate the number of Lodges embraced in such summation.
Table 2 exhibits the summary of the returns supplied by sixteen Lodges of the Independent Order
of Oddfellows. This body has only been recently established in the Colony ; its operations appear to have
been somewhat limited, and the information supplied is very meagre. Our remarks as to the danger to bo
apprehended from paucity of numbers apply with equal force to this body.
Table 3 shows the information supplied by sixty-eight Lunperance Lodges, sixty-six of which arc
comprised under the general body of the Sons of Temperance. Here again we find many of the Lodges
containing a number of members altogether too small for successful operation, one exhibiting only nine members
as the result of fifteen years’existence; as the funds of this Lodge however amount to £157, it would
appear to he in a much better position than some of its more pretentious congeners. In connection with
this summary, it should be observed that the sums set opposite the Lodges in the table below are included
in the management expenditure of these Lodges in Table 3. In some eases these amounts appear to
represent the funeral levies paid to the District; in others they appear to be the amounts received from the
Districts as funeral donations, and it is evident that some of them have already been entered under this heading.
It is however utterly impossible to accurately apportion these amounts to their proper denomination. It is
thought necessary to make this explanation, in order to guard against error on the part of those who may
institute comparisons between the receipts and expenditure of these Lodges
No.
... 140
..
1
... 41
... !)1

British Lion Division
..............
Day Spring
„
.
...
Equity
„
..............
Star of Freedom ,,
..............
Southern Cross „
...
Crystal Spring „
..............
Evening Star
..............
Wellesley
„
..............
Hope of Camperdown Division ...
Bud of Hoiie Division' ...
.
Hearts of Oak „
..................
Good Samaritan ,,
..............
Hand of Friendship Division ...
Prince Alfred Division ..............
Harmony
„
..............
Nepean
„
..............
Wonder of the World Division .,
Captain Cook Division ...
..
United Gold Keefers Division ...

...
...
..
...
..
.
..
...
...
. .
...
..
.
...

£
100
331
72
74
85
39
30
72

d, '
0
0
01
0 1
0 1
10 1
0 1
10 |
40 0 0 I

fil
08
103
120
11
127
3
10
20
37
42
40
78

s.
0
5
10
11
0
y
0
7

20 0 o 1

143 17 4 |
50 0 0 1

Perseverance Division
..........................
Good Intent
,,
.............
...
Kising Sun
,,
..........................
Pride of Camperdown Division..............
Crystal Spring
„
..............
Star of Peace
,,
..............
Star of the West
,,
..............
Olivo Branch
.........................
Crescent
„
...
...
Britannia
,,
.............
The Rainbow
.........................
Florence Nightingale Daughters of Ternpcrance
....................................
South Coast Grand Division—comprising
six Lodges
......................................
Light of the Age.....................................

£
200
90
120
40
95
45
00
64

No.
124
136
144
58
e
4
2
S3
75

s.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

d.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

2 8
20 0 0
1 0 0
70 17 1

79

10 0 0
70 8 5
10 0 0 1
252 8 10
70 0 0 I
li's
20 0 0 1
35 0 1
7G 0 01
o!
£ 2,582 12 0
120 0
9!)
23 12 8 1
Table 4 presents the figures supplied by eighteen Courts of the Ancient Order of Foresters and
three independent Courts. Table 5 contains a summary of the returns obtained by the Lodges of tho
Protestant Alliance Friendly Society. These returns are very incomplete, the total number of members
shown being 1,1)68, while the number returned to us for purposes of valuation (and hereafter dealt with) is
-3,414.
'
"
'
Table 6 shows the figures relating to sixty-seven Lodges of the Manchester Unity Order of Oddfellows.
These returns are the most voluminous of all, although, as will he seen, they are imperfect in many particulars.
The excessive sickness in the miners’ Lodge will at once attract attention.
Table 7 contains the information relating to a number of miscellaneous Societies not embraced in any
of the preceding tables.
Although, as we have remarked, the incompleteness of these returns detracts very largely from their
value, they yet afford an idea of the magnitude of the operations of the Friendly Societies of the Colony, and
the important stake which large numbere, principally of the labouring classes, have in their welfare. A
general view of their operations will ho obtained from the following summary of Statistical Returns :—
Receipts of Five Years,
1877 to 1881,

Name of Cody.

Disbursements of Five Years,
1877 to 1881.

Nor

Tor

For

Management

Benefits

Sick Pay

ami

Incidents.

“----- - —

1

<3mnd United Order of
Oddfellows..............
Independent ditto, ..
Temperance Bodies.......
Foresters ..................
Protestant Alliance , , ,
Manchester Unitv__
Miscellaneous Societies
Various District........

**

Total__ _
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r>s
1C
68
21
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67

2(1

4,123|
f>22
3,660
S,2.V'I
•l.SCS1
6,105

4,174'

£

20,285
1.741
23,952
10,016
13,647
3^,821

ft

5
4
10
7
8

26.383 15

tl.
4
0
5
n

11
c
2

e.

7
1
11
17

8,012 10

and

Drugs.

Receipts
from
Assets,
I Districts, 31 Dec, 1881.
Foi
Manage- I1S77 to 1881,
men b,

&c.

<! (1
£
a U 9,494
13 111 1,314
IS l116,778
7 2, 7,360
0 7 10,670
11 1 29,183

l' 7,747 11

S| 10,340

s.
18
16
9
3
12
17
3

d. | £
r 5,16$
10 1.226
8 10,577
9 3,469
!l 5,54!
S 14,274

s.
7
1
4
9
1ft
1

ft 13,086 10

d.l
l1
ft,
0
s
0

£

998
270
2,275
2,659
2,055
6.5J5

s.
IB
0
»
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0
0

£
a d.
d
61 9,411 13 1
098 ft 11
0|
0 37,903 11 6
B 8,862 10 S
or 0,697 1$
JO 41,519 12 11

1
136,250

7

0 112*439 17

i

X I i
iE
■o
£

.
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£
11 0,740
ll 1,107
3 10,67(1
11' 5,485
11 4,957
47,520 4 11.16,828
£

10.234
2.374
17,552
10,239

For
Medical
Attendance

4|50,os3 ti

ajsj.is*

1

1 53 305 14

3jl4,774 5 10
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a

oo
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22
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4
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1
1
1
5

17,893 4 i IS
17,414 18 7

2

7 220
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119,001 19
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6
4
2
10

10
6
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1
* See

Synopsis Valuation Returns,

From this summary it will tie soon that the 284 Lorlgcs which have marie returns (more or loss com
plete), number 24,399 menthol's, with funds amounting to just on £120,000, and that they have been
disbursing in benefits alone upwards of £30,000 per annum. When it is remembered that in all probability
a large number of Lodges have piade no return whatever, and that many wjjii'sh. have supplied information
'
have
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have omitted many important particulars, we think there can be little doubt that these Societies number lit
least 30,000 members (representing upwards of 100,000 of the population), that they disburse in benefits
some .£40,000 per annum, and that they control funds amounting to .£150,000. That these Societies have
assumed such dimensions is, wfe think, an eloquent tribute to the spirit of thrift and self-reliance which has
developed itself among the labouring classes. That their existence must have the .effect of relieving the
community of a heavy burden in the shape of taxation is, we think, self-evident; and it cannot be denied
that such enormous interests as the figures we have quoted represent demand that these Societies should be
afforded the protection which a proper Act of Parliament efficiently administered alone can offer, and that
they should not be left entirely to the care of men who, however honest in their endeavours, are necessarily
incapable of safely directing them.
In instituting any comparisons between the figures in the various columns in this summary or in tho
tables Nos. 1 to < on which it is based, it must bo borne in mind—(1) that tho figures in each column in the
summary do not necessarily refer to the number of Lodges indicated in tho second column, and (2) that in the
tables, the receipts in the management and incidental column include the contributions for medical attendance
and drugs, while the disbursements, under the bead of management, refer only to the cost of administration.
It has been found impracticable to give the items of receipts referring to management pure and simple.
This defect is particularly unfortunate, seeing that it has been loudly asserted that the management of
these Societies has been characterized by great extravagance, and it would be highly desirable to have tho
means of refuting or confirming this assertion. No attempt has been made by the Commission to obtain
from the Societies separate statements of the amounts received by them for management purposes alone. It
appeal’s, however, that this defect is inherent in the Societies, and that no effort on the part of the
Commission would have been successful in obtaining such statements. Prom the summary of statistical
returns, it will be seen that the returns received show receipts for management and incidentals (which
includes medical attendance) amounting to £112,439 17s. 4d. ; while there has been disbursed for medical
attendance and dru^s the sum of £85,154 Is. Id., and for management £53,305 14s. 3d. These two sums
exceed the receipts for these purposes by .£26,019 18s,, and the question arises from what fund has this
latter sum been taken ? Obviously from the receipts which should have been held sacred for the payment
of benefits. Of course the defective character of the returns, to which we have drawn attention, destroys
to some extent the literal accuracy of these figures, but we see little reason to doubt that the contributions
for management and incidentals have been insufficient to meet the disbursements under these heads, and
consequently the benefit funds have been requisitioned to make up the deficiency. We need scarcely point
out the grave danger winch is threatened by such proceedings.
■
Tho Schedule issued to tho various Districts, form of which is shown in Appendix O, was
responded to by eleven Districts, and a summary of these returns is exhibited in Table 8. As we have
before pointed out, these returns are valueless, seeing that they do not disclose the amount of contri' butions or levies received in consideration for the benefits paid and promised. Neither are we in a position
to say, from the information furnished relating to the deaths, whether the mortality has been above
or below the expectation. To indicate the imperfect character of these returns we need do no more than
point out that, while the returns from Lodges have disclosed a membership amounting to 24,399, those
from the Districts only embrace 4,746. It will be observed that in one of the Districts from which returns
have been received the cost of management has been £489 7s. lOd, while the total amount paid for benefits
lias been only £180. Throughout the whole examination of these voluminous returns we have been sorely
disappointed to find that the result of so much labour was capable of being turned to so little practical
account. No doubt had wc examined the returns from each individual Lodge in detail, we should have
discovered some which would have afforded the means of arriving at more satisfactory conclusions, but we
were of opinion that the circumstances of the case did not justify the expenditure of time and money which
such an investigation would have entailed. In our remarks which follow wall be found ample proof that the
necessity for legislation is a very pressing one.
.

The Actuarial Valuations.

With the view of determining the financial position of the various bodies as at 31 December, 1881,
wc prepared a Schedule for issue containing provision for the information necessary to enable us to make an
actuarial valuation of the assets and liabilities of the Societies. These Schedules were issued by the Com
mission to a number of the Districts, and the following have been returned to us in a more or less complete
form :—
Synopsis of Valuation Heturns.
Namo of Body.

Manchester Unity, Sydney District.....................................................................
Protestant Alliance.............................................................................................
G.U.O.O., Sydney District ...... ;.............. ......................
. ,
Do.
Brnidwood District............................................................................
Ancient Order of Foresters ................................................................................
A.H.C. Guild ............................................................................................

No. of Members. No. of Wives.

G,906
3,414
2,219
1,305
1,355
937
16,196

4,006
1,980
9S2
521
957
not known
’

8,446

Funds.

£
36,265
15,575
7,927
6,527
6,239
0,590

a.

1
16
19
2
4
7

d.
11
0
9
9
7
0

79,125 12 0

Wc are not aware of the number of these Schedules which were issued by the Commission, but a
glance at the preceding summary will show that returns have been received representing but a small
proportion of the Societies
The first of these Schedules reached us on the 25th August and the last on the 23rd October. We
have based our valuations on tho experience of the Manchester Unity (1866-70) collected by the late Mr.
Ratcliff (this being the most reliable experience extant), ignoring the clement of secessions, and we have
assumed 4 per cent, as the rate of interest which the Societies may expect to realise on their investments
in the future. Before submitting the results of these valuations, wo proceed to notice two objections which
wo anticipate will bo urged against these bases. Dining our examination before the Commission groat
importance
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importance appeared to be attached to the influence of the secessions on. the financial positions of the
Societies, and some of the members gave us the impression that they thought this influence should be
taken into consideration. We have given the matter very careful consideration, and we see no reason to
alter the opinions expressed in our evidence. In a Society in which the contributions are coirectly
graduated according to the age of the members, and are adequate to provide the benefits promised, there
can be no doubt that the secessions are a source of strength to a Society large in number of members,
though not to the extent generally supposed. If the secessions have this cfiect in any Society, their
influence will be apparent, whenever an actuarial valuation is made, in the surplus of assets over liabilities
which such valuation will disclose. Such surplus can bo easily disposed of so as to confer on the constant
members the advantages which liave accrued from the defection of their fellows. If, on the othei
hand, the element of secessions is taken into account in the valuation, credit will be at once taken for
the whole advantage which will accrue from this cause throughout the whole period of membership.
If at any future time then the rate of secession should largely decrease, the effect of tliis would
in all probability show itself in a deficiency, and it is always more difficult to make up a deficiency
than to dispose of a surplus. But {as we shall presently show) the contributions charged by the
Societies in this Colony are insufficient to provide the promised benefits; they are not graduated according
to age, but are uniform for all ages. The effect of this is that while the young members pay a little
loss than they should, the old members are charged a contribution lamentably insufficient for the benefits.
Now all experience shows that the secessions are chiefly among the young members, and the eflect
of such secessions under these circumstances is to burden the Societies with a preponderance of members
who pay the most inadequate contributions and who occasion the most frequent claims on the funds. We
have no hesitation in expressing our opinion that it would be in the highest degree imprudent to take any
account of the element of secessions in our valuations. We give, however, further on, a comparison showing
the effect which an allowance for secessions would have on tho contributions. The second objection which
we expect to be raised is as to the rate of interest employed, viz., 4 per cent. In the Schedule issued at our
request we endeavoured to obtain sufficient information to enable us to arrive at the rate of interest which
had actually been realized on the funds of the Societies during the five years ending 31st December, 1881.
Only one body, the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society, has furnished the necessary information, and if
the figures are reliable they show that the average rate of interest realized by the Lodges on their funds has
been as under :—
£2 4 3 per cent.
2 15 4
„
3 12 0
„
3
14 „

1878.
3879,
18S0
1881.

These rates are so small as to bo almost incredible, but a glance at the tables 1 to 7 will show that
they arc just what might have been expected. Reference has been made to the large number of small
Lodges. These Lodges with but small funds probably keep their moneys in hand or in a current account with a
Bank and receive no interest at all on them. It will thus happen that while one Lodge possessed of £1,000
may have it invested at 5 per cent., ten others aggregating another .£1,000 may be receiving nothing in the
way of interest, and thus the funds of the whole eleven Lodges will be. yielding only 2£ per cent, on the
average. This is one of the disadvantages of small Societies, and in the light of these facts we do not think
we should have been justified in assuming a rate higher than 4 per cent. Having thus anticipated these
objections, we proceed to present the results of the valuation of the various bodies in detail.
Ancient Order of Foresters.

'

This body comprises 1,355 members, eighteen of whom are superannuated, with 057 wives and
twenty-six widows. The benefits are as under :—
£10 on the death of a member more than six and less than twelve mouths on the books.
£20
,,
„
twelve months or over
,,
£5 on death of member’s wife of more than six and less than twelve months standing.
£15
„
of twelve months standing or over.
£10 on death of widow,
■
21s. per week during first six months’ sickness.
11s.
„
second
„
6b.
„
during continued sickness after first year, or
6s,
|,
superannuation allowance.
Medical attendance and drugs.
.

.

To procure these benefits each member pays on an average 2s. 2d. per fortnight. Of this 2s. 2d. per
fortnight the sum of 28s. per member per annum {say Is. Id. per fortnight) is hypothecated for the payment
of medical attendance and drugs, leaving Is. Id. per fortnight to provide tlie remaining benefits and expenses
of management. Out of this remaining contribution of Is. Id. per fortnight there is paid by the Lodges
to the District a funeral levy of Is. 3d. per quarter, and a superannuation levy of Is. per quarter per
member. The amounts standing to the credit of the various funds at 31st December were as under :
,
£
s. d.
Sick 1’und ...................................................................................... 6.239 4 7
Funeral Fund.................................................................................... 3,030 8 4
Superannuation Fund ................................................................... 1,422 3 S
1
----------------- £8,691 16 7

The position of tlie body at 31st December will lie seen from tho following
Valuation Balanai'Sheei.
To liabilities under sickness benefits................£42,888 12 0 By present value of Is. Id. per fortnight
,,
,,
funeral
„ (members) 9,414 0 0 ,, funds.....................................................
„
(wives) ...
3,339 0 0 ,, deficiency .............................................
,,
„
,,
(widows)..
82 10 0
„
„
superannuation ..............
2,448 8 0
£58.172 10 0

£31,115 2 0
8,691 16 7
18,305 11 5

£58,172 10 0

Analyzing

■v

r
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Analyzing the General hunds into the component parts of Funeral and Sickness and Superannuation,
the relative positions of the two will be seen from the following •—
•
©‘
Valuation Balance-sited of the Funeral Fund.
To liabilities under funeral benefits (members) £9,414 0 0
j.
»
„
(wives) ... 3,3:19 0 0
>>
i)
„
(widows)..
S2 10 0

By present value of Is. 3d. per quarter
,, Funeral Fund.....................................
,, deficiency .........................................

£12,835 10 0

£5,474 12 0
1,030 8 4
6,330 9 8
£12,835 1 0 0

laluctleon Balance-sited of the Sickness and Superannuation Funds,
To liabilities under sickness benefits .............. £42,888 12 ' 0
,i
,,
superannuation................... 2,448 8 0
>.
,,
funeral levy of Is. 3d, per
quarter, payable to District...................... 5,474 12 0

By present value of Is. Id. per fortnight
„ Sickness Fund.....................................
,, Superannuation Fund.........................
„ deficiency..............................................

£50,811 12 0

. £31,115 2 0
.
6,239 4 7
.
.1,422 3 S
. 12,035 1 9
£50,811 12

0

e have not at hand the necessary information to enable us to make a separate statement for tlie
Superannuation Fund.
_ In order to make this analysis intelligible, it must be explained that the contribution of Is. Id. per
fortnight is tlie total amount out of which all benefits, except medical attendance and drugs, have to bo
provided, and that the funeral levy of Is. 3d. per quarter is taken from this. Seeing therefore that credit
has been taken in tlie balance-sheet of tlie Sickness and Superannuation Funds for tho full contribution of
Is. Id. per fortnight, it is necessary to enter as a liability on tlie other side of the account tlie present value
of the levy of Is. 3d, per quarter.
The deficiency disclosed by this valuation is sufficiently largo to create a feeling somewhat akin to
alarm, and it naturally suggested to us the necessity of discovering tlie causes to which have led to it.
_
Without going any further, we think we have found a satisfactory explanation in the rates of contri
butions charged, which we consider altogether inadequate to provide tlie benefits promised. We have shown
that the ofiective contribution for the benefits, outside of medical attendance and drugs, does not exceed
a , !r PC1,' fortnight. We have computed the contributions which we consider necessary for these benefits
and find them to be as under;—
s. d.
At age 20 ............................................................

■

1

4 per fortnight.

n
-

2il ....................................................... 1 6
f............................................................i s

„

”
..

«...........................................................2 r,
...................................................... 2 10

;;
„

„

50 ..............................................................

3

C

It will be seen, therefore, that even for the youngest age at entry the contributions are insufficient to
provide the promised benefits. This fact will, we think, go a long way to account for tho deficiency which
we have shown to exist. We think it highly probable that further explanations will be found in tlie facts
that the funds of the small Lodges have not been profitably invested, and that encroachments have been made
on the Benefit Funds to defray the expenses of management; but we have not the information to enable us
to speak -with certainty on this point. In order to show tlie effect which tlie introduction of tlie element of
secessions would liave ou the rates of contribution, we hereunder place, side by side with tlie rates quoted
above, the corresponding sums when credit is taken for secessions
Fortnightly contrilndions necessary to proride henefits ^iromfseii.
Without secessions,
s. d.
Age
„
„
„
„
„
..

20
25
30
35
40
45
80

.............................
..............................
..............................
..............................
..............................
..............................
..............................

With secessions,
s. d.
1 1
1 3
1 6
1 10
o a
*2 £
3 4

. .
comparison of these rates will show, what we have before observed, that the secessions operate
principally at tlie young ages (and even then not to a very great extent), and that they do not very
materially affect the rates for old entrants.
.
Further, with the view of showing the effect on tlie valuation of tlie assumption of a higher rate of
interest, we append the result when
is assumed as tlie rate at which the funds will be improved. We
do not think it necessary to repeat these comparisons in the case of the other Societies valued by us as one
example will indicate the general effect of tlie changes.
'
’
Valuation Balance-sheet assuming 5% interest.
To liabilities under sickness benefits ...........£35,531
,,
,i funeral
„
...........
(members) 7,727
(wives)
2,877
(widows)
GG
i,
„ superannuation ..........
2,276

S 0 By present value of Is. Id. per fortnight
By funds .....................................................
8 0 .By deficiency .............................................
14 0
0 0
14 0

£48,479 4 0

..£27,455 12 0
... 8,G91 16 7
... 12,331 15 5

£48,479 4 0

From this balance-sheet it will be seen that the use of 1 per cent, additional in tlie rate of interest
has had the effect of decreasing the deficiency by about one-third. Roughly speaking, therefore, we may
say that the Foresters would probably lie in a solvent condition if they could depend upon realising 7 per
cent, continuously on their funds. It is needless to add that this is impracticable.
486—/
In
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Jn connection with the Foresters there is a Widows’ Fund entirely distinct from thefunds valued above.
Membership in this is optional ; the‘contributions are 2d. per week, and the benefits vary from £10 to £-D
payable at the death of a member. We have not been placed in possession of the information necessary tor
a valuation of this fund.
Grand United Order of Oddfellows.

We have received returns from the Sydney and Braidwood Districts of this Order ; in the case of
the latter, however, the information is somewhat defective in that tlie ages of the members are only given
for intervals of five years. Tlie valuation therefore can scarcely he hold to be strictly accurate, although m
view of the result brought out it is sufficiently near for all practical purposes.
Sydney District.

This District comprises 2,219 members with 982 wives.
■

The henefits are as under :

Sickness allowance of 20s. a week for first six- months.
15s,
„
second six months.
,,
5s.
„
second year.
Funeral donations on death of members and-wives of
£20 and £10 respectively, if of one year’s standing.
£25 and £15
„
five
,, £30 and £20
„
ten
,,

‘

The contributions are Is. per fortnight, uniform for all ages, and out of this a quarterly levy of Is. 9d.
per member is paid to the funeral fund. The amounts at credit of the separate funds at 31st December,
1881, were
... £6,136 15 0
... 1,791 4 9
----------------- £7,927 19 9

Sick Fund ...
Funeral Fund

We have not been able to obtain the number of members of one, five, and ton years’ standing res
pectively, and have consequently been compelled to make certain assumptions in valuing tlie funeral benefits.
We have, however, endeavoured to give the Society the benefit of any doubt in the matter. The result of
’ our valuation of this Distinct is shown in tlie following balance-sheet:—
Valuation Balance-sheet of the Side Fund.
To liabilities under sickness benefits.............. £58,990 IS
funeral levy of Is. 9d. per
>*
J7
quarter...................... 13,373 8

By present value of 1 b. per fortnight
„ Lodge funds .....................................
„ deficiency........................................

£50, OSS G 0
6,136 15 0
16,139 5 0
£72,364 6 0

£72,364 6 0

Valuation Balance-sheet of the Funeral Fund.
By present value of levy of Is. fid. per quarter £13,373 8 0
, funeral fund.................................................
3,791 4 9
, deficiency.....................................................
5,644 19 3

To liabilities under funeral donations .......... £20,809 12 0

£20,809 12 0

£20,809 12 0
The total deficiency is therefore.......... £21,784 4 3

Braidwood District.
.
This District comprises 1.365 members and 521 wives; the contributions and benefits are tlie same
as in tlie Sydney District, except that tho funeral levy is Is. Gd. per quarter. The total funds at 31
December were £6,527 2s. 9d., hut the District Secretary was unable to subdivide this amount into Sick
and Funeral Funds. The condition of the District is shown in the following general balance-sheet:

Valuation Balance-sheet of the Braidwood, District.
By present value of Is. per fortnight ,...i.... £31,361 4 0
„ sick and funeral funds ..............................
6,527 2 9
,, deficiency.....................................................
9,485 11 3

To liabilities under sicknesB benefits.............. £35,254 6
„
„
funeral ,,
...................... 12,119 12

£47,373 IS 0

.

1

£47,373 IS 0

The first thing which arrests attention in connection with these two Districts of the same Order is
that in the Sydney District the funeral levy is Is. 9d, per quarter, while in the Braidwood District Is. 6d.
is considered sufficient. It Is difficult to understand on what principle these differential rates have been
fixed.
.
Coming to an examination of tlie causes which have coutributed to these startling deficiencies, we at
once find the principal one to be the inadequacy of the contributions. We liave seen that the contribution
charged by the Dodges is Is. per fortnight. We give below specimens of what in our opinion are the
minimum rates which should be charged ,for the sick allowances and funeral benefits promised. These rates
do not contain any provision for medical attendance or expenses of management.
Age, 20 ...
„ 25 ...
„ 30 ...
„ 35 ...
„ 40 ...
„ 45 ...
„ 50 ...

s. d.
I 3 per fortnight.

1
1
1
2
2

5
S
11

„

3
9
4

We do not think it necessary to make any comment on the obvious lesson taught by these figures. They
clearly prove that notliing but financial disaster can attend the operations of any (Society transacting
business on the rates charged by tlie Grand United Order of Oddfellows.
,
Manchester
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Oddfellows.—Sydney District.

From the synopsis of valuation returns given above, it will be seen that this is by far the largest
body which has furnished us with tho means of ascertaining its financial position. As the representative of
a body whose reputation is world-wide, the investigation into its condition possesses special interest. The
Sydney District comprises 6,906 members, with 4,006 wives. The benefits (in addition to medical attendance
and drugs) are as follows:—
Sick pay—21s. per week during first six months.
a
16s.
„
second
„
jj
10s.
,,
third
,,
„
5s. to 7s. 6d. during continued sickness thereafter.
Funeral donations—£20 ou death of member.
>i
£15
,,
member’s wife.

-

In addition to these there is a Widow and Orphans’ Donation ranging from £10 to £30, payable on
the death of a member.
r J
The contributions are 2s. 4d. per fortnight, but of tliis amount Is. 3d. is absorbed by expenses of
management, medical attendance, Ac., leaving Is. Id. per fortnight available for payment of the benefits
enumerated above. Of this Is. Id. per fortnight, two levies of Is. 6d. per quarter and 6d. per quarter
are hypothecated to provide the Funeral and Widows and Orphans’ Donations respectively*
_
The total funds of the District at 31st December, 1881, were £36,265 Is. lid. We have not been
informed what proportion of this belongs respectively to Sick, Funeral, and Widows and Orphans’ Funds ■
we are therefore only able to present a general balance-sheet of the body as a whole.
3
Salancc-fihflet of the M. U. Order of OddfeUom.

....

.

To liabilities under sickness benefits ............
,,
funeral
,, (members)
11
„
„ (wives)
»
>,
,, (widows)

£

s. d.

224,848 6 0
47,843 14 0
14,387 10 0
22,202 16 0
£309,282

6

£
s. d.
By present value of Is. Id. per fortnight... ‘ 162,302 10 0
.. funds.................................................................
36,265 1 11
,, deficiency ..................................................... 110,714 14 1

0

£309,282

0

6

The information afforded us did not enable us to make the valuation of the Widows and Orphans’
benefits (represented by the liability of £22,202 16s.) as accurately as we could have wished; we feel
certain, however, that we have not overestimated this liability, while we have altogether ignored the liability
in respect of payments on the death of the wives of members at present unmarried. If therefore we have
erred in our estimates, we believe the error is on the side of leniency towards tlie Society, The deficiency
exhibited (upwards of £110,000) is a very formidable one, but a comparison of the rates charged with
those which we think necessary to provide the promised benefits will as before afford a satisfactory
explanation for a very large portion of this deficit. Instead of the Is. Id. per fortnight, we think tlie
undermentioned rates may be taken as the minimum necessary to secure solvency :__
s. d.
Age 20...............................
„ 25...............................
30............................... ...........................
,j 35...............................
,, 40...............................
4, 45...............................
„ 50............................... ...........................

2

0

„

4

0

„

These figures will show that the rates charged by the Manchester Unity are absurdly low at all ages
and that for ages above thirty they are less than one-half of what they should lie. When we add that
more than half the members attached to the Sydney District are above the age of thirty, we tliink tho
deficiency shown in our valuation is accounted for.

Protestant Alliance Friendly Society,
Tliis body has been returned to us as consisting of 3,414 members, with 1,980 wives.
consist of—

The benefits

Sick pay of 21s. Od. per week during first six months.
a
19 6
,,
,,
second ,,
j,
5 0
„,,
second year.

Funeral donations of £25 on death of member, and £15 on death of wife, together with an additional £5
on death of members of over five years’ standing.
The contributions are :—
_ For sick pay Is. per week, one half of which is taken for expenses of management; and for funeral
donations 2s. per quarter in addition.
The amounts at credit of tho various funds, including arrears of contributions due, are :__
Rick Fund

......................................................................................

Funeral Fund
Incidental Fund ..,.
Lodge Relief Fund.

11,I IS 1C

................................................................

9

3 ]24 9 4
240 19 7
263 4 It
£14,747

3

7

_ In the balance-sheet given below we have not included any liability on account of payments at death
of wives of members at present unmarried.
u
Balanctsked, of the jSictjiaw Fund.

£ s. d.
To liabilities under sickness benefits ................ 95,348 16 0

£95.348 10

0

„
By present value of Is. per fortnight..........
,, sickness fund ...............................................
» deficiency .........................

£
s. d.
74,715 18 0
11.US 16 9
9^14

£95,348 16

4 3

0

Balance-sheet
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s. d,

&
To liabilities under funeral benefits
Members
Wives ............. ..............................................

31,931
G,C60

4
2

0
0

£38,641

6

0

By present value of 2g. per quarter...............
„ Funeral Fund....................................................
,, deficiency ........................................................

£
s.
22,792 6
3,124 2
12,724 1 7
£38,641

d.
0
4
8

0

6

In this case too it will be seen there is a large deficiency, amounting on the combined funds to
£22,238 18s. lid.
. .
.
.
.
W(i confess that vc wore not prepared to find such a bad condition of affairs m this Society} seeing
that the rates charged are considerably in excess of those demanded by the other bodies which have come
under our notice. We have seen that the effective contribution for the sick benefits is Is. per fortnight;
the true rates should, we think, be as under
.
H. tl.
s. rt.
At age 20 ...................

0 I*

At age 40 ...................................................

1

7

. „ 45
1 10
„ 26 ......................................... 1 0J
„
50
2 3
.. 30 ......................................... ■] 2
„ 35
1 4
Although the rates charged are, except at the very youngest ages, inadequate to provide the promised bene
fits, we think that had any material advantage been derived from secessions, had the funds been kept
closely invested at 4 per cent., and not diverted to other than their legitimate channel, and had tho sickness
experienced not been excessive, so large a deficiency would not have been disclosed. We have not the means
of determining whether any of these influences have been in operation, but we are satisfied that the deficit
is a real one.. Coming to the Funeral Fund, it will be seen that the levy to provide the benefits in this is
*2s. per quarter. LThe sums which we think necessary to secure these benefits are as under:—
At age 20 .............................
,,
25
„
30
,,
35

2s. Sd. pur quarter.
3 1
,,
3 8
„
4 4
„

At ago 40 .................................5s. Id. per quarter.
„ 45 .............................. 6 1
„
„ 50 ............................. 7 S
„

Notwithstanding the utter inadequacy of the funeral levies charged by the Society, it is scarcely credible
that so large a deficiency (compared with the funds in hand) could exist unless some portion of the 2s. a
quarter has been used for other purposes than the payment of funeral donations.
A. H. 0. Guild.
This body consist of D37 members, but the Secretary has been unable to furnish us with the ages of these
and cannot tell how many of them are married. These facts indicate that tlie Society is conducted in a very
haphazard manner, and it is of course impossible to arrive at any estimates of the liabilities. The funds are
returned as of the amount of £6,590 7s„ almost the whole of which is represented by a single asset, the
Guild Hall. The benefits promised by the Society are, in addition to tho ordinary medical attendance and
drugs.

s. d.
Sick pay of 21 0 a week for first twelve months.
„
10 6
„
second
„
,,
3 0
,,
thereafter during sickness.
Funeral donations of £30 at death of member of less than five years standing.
.
35
,,
„
more than five and less than ten.
|
40
,,
,,
over ten years standing.
’t)
12
,,
of wife of member of less than five years standing.
,,
15
„
„
over five years.
„
10
,,
of unmarried member’s widowed mother.

The contributions are 2s. 4d. per fortnight uniform for all ages, together with a small entrance fee
graduated according to age, and equivalent at age thirty to about Id, per fortnight, and at age forty to
about fid. per fortnight throughout life.
Wc may observe that the computation of the value of the last of the above benefits cannot be
performed with rigid accuracy owing to the absence of statistics relating to the contingency expressed,
and we have not thought it necessary to perform the work, seeing that we cannot obtain the informa
tion to enable us to undertake a valuation of the liabilities.
If we assume that the entrance
fees bring the average contribution up to 2s. 6d. per fortnight, and that Is. is absorbed by medical
expenses and cost of management (and this is a very moderate estimate) the amount available to pro
vide the benefits will be Is. 6d. per fortnight. We have no hesitation in affirming that this sum is
altogether inadequate. We think further, that wo should be failing in dir duty if we omitted to call atten
tion to the fact that nearly the entire funds are locked up in the Guild Hall, which we believe depends for
its incone almost exclusively on theatrical performances. We do not think such a security a desirable
channel for the investment of trust funds of this character.
It will be seen that our valuations have in every case disclosed the existence of very large
deficiencies—so large indeed that any hope on the part of the Societies of fulfilling their obligations under
the existing scales of contributions and benefits cannot be regarded as other than chimerical. An abstract
of the results deduced by us will be seen from the following.
Summary of Vahtaiiaus.
......

■

1

.
5 amool Society.

_

|Xo. of Members Amount of Deficiencyj returned.
i

\T

IT fM/lfAllrbwa ftvrinpv TVr^+.ript.

...........................................................................

1,355
2,219
1,365
6,906
3,414
15,259

'

i
1

£
s. o.
18,365 11 5
21,784 4 3
9,485 11 3
110,714 14 1
22,238 18 11
182,588 19 11

It

A
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It will tlius be seen that the Societies from which we have received returns (and which embrace pro
bably not more than half the number of members enrolled in the whole of the Societies) disclose deficiencies
amounting to £182,589. Wo have not the information necessary to enable us to ascertain the position of
the Societies which have made no return, but we doubt not they are in an equally unsatisfactory condition.
No doubt these results will bo highly disappointing to the members of these Societies, and we are
prepared to find the correctness of our deductions disputed by those who are unacquainted with the technical
aspect of the question. ^ We are quite confident that wc have not overstated the liabilities, but on the eontrary that under certain circumstances the position of some of the Societies may bo worse than we have
indicated. Nor example, we have assumed that the funds will continue to be improved at 4 per cent, while
wc have abundant evidence that in some eases this rate is not being realized—in such cases we have under
stated the liabilities. We have shown by comparison how inadequate the rates of contribution arc for the
benefits promised. Perhaps we can make this more clear to the members if we take an example from the
funeral levies. Nor instance, take the Forester's body, which pays a funeral donation of £20 on the
death of a member and £15 on the death of his wife, and for this receives a contribution of Is. 3d, per
quarter. Raising this to the standard of £100, we have an assurance of £100 payable on tho death of a
member and £75 on the death of his wife, for a contribution of 6s. 3d. per quarter, or 25s. per annum.
The annual rates charged by the Australian Mutual Provident Society for a non-participatins; assurance for
£100 are as under:—
£ s. rt.
£ s. cl.
At age 20 ........................................ 1 8 10
At age 35 ............................... '........ 2 4 1
,> 25 ........................................ I 12 S
„ 40 ....................................... 2 12 2
„ 30 ........................................ 1 17 9 „ 45 ....................................... 3 2 11
No life office can sell assurance at a lower price than these rates represent, and yet they arc, even for the
youngest ages, largely in excess of tho rate which the Foresters consider sufficient for a greater benefit,
for these premiums do not provide for any payment on the death of the wife. A still more popular
method of comparison suggests itself to us. We believe it is a common practice among the members of
these Societies to estimate the condition of their Lodges by the amount of funds per member. This of
course is a most fallacious method of comparison, but if there be any virtue in it, it will be found to be
strongly confirmatory of tlie results brought out by our valuations. The average funds per member of the
bodies valued by us are as under :—
Manchester Unity ..............................................
Protestant Alliance....................................................................................
(l.U.O.O. Sydney District........................................................................
,,
Braidwood District .................................................................
Foresters ....................................................................................................

£
5
4
3
4
4

s. tl.
5 0
n 0
n 0
16 0
12 0

From the hist reports issued by the Registrars of Friendly Societies in Victoria and New Zealand we find
tlie average funds per member in all the Societies in those Colonies to be—
T -T.
£ s. d.
In victoria.................................................................................................
9 16 0
,, New Zealand ........................................................................................ H 17 q

No valuations have yet been completed of the Victorian Societies, but of those which have been valued in
New Zealand almost all have been found to be in an insolvent condition. Under these circumstances, then,
is there any room for doubt as to the deplorable condition of the Societies in this Colony 1 If we are asked
to suggest a remedy for the evils which exist, we reply that one of two things must be done—either tlie
contributions must be increased or the benefits must be reduced. Besides this, if justice is to be done to
individual members, the present iniquitous system of charging uniform contributions at all ages must be
abandoned; otherwise we think the Societies will speedily be abandoned by a large majority of their
youngest and most valuable members.
■
'
It is only fair to remind the Commission that our valuations of the sickness funds refer to a number
of Lodges m f/1oho; we have not received the information necessary to enable us to value the Lodges indi
vidually, nor do we tliink there is niuch probability of obtaining this information under the existing condition
of aflairs. ^ It is quite possible therefore, though -we tliink it highly improbable, that some of the Lodges
may, in spite of the unsafe basis on which they have been transacting business, and tlie small numbqrs among
which they have been operating, be solvent. If there be any such they will certainly be conspicuous
exceptions.
*
Tables of Contributions.

We append hereto the rates of contributions which we think necessary to secure the benefits enume
rated in the letter of instructions to us. These benefits are :—
■
Funeral donations of ,-£25 on the death of a member.
Do.
15
„
his wife.
Sick pay of 20s, per weak during first six montlis.
,,
15s.
,,
second six montlis.
,,
10s.
,,
third six months.
j>
5s.
,,
continued sickness thereafter.

In the case of tlie funeral donations we have given the rate per quarter, and in that of the sickness
benefits the rate per fortnight, as these appear to be tbc modes of payment adopted by the majority of the
Societies, Wo have given tlie rates both at 4 and 5 per cent interest in order to show the cfiect on the
contributions of a difference of 1 per cent, in the rate of interest.
We tliink it necessary to remark that we consider the practice of continuing sick-pay indefinitely a
vicious one. To say notliing of the inducement to malingering which this practice holds out, we are of
opinion that there is a period of life, which we should be inclined to fix at age sixty-five, beyond which there
is the greatest difficulty in distinguishing sickness proper from incapacity on account of old age—in deter
mining when sickness gives place to superannuation. We think it would be well to make all sickness
allowances cease at about age sixty-five, and if further benefit is needed to allow it to take the form of
permanent superannuation. This is a point which can scarcely be settled by legislation, but it is one
which deserves the serious consideration of the Societies.
Contributions
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Contributions necessary to provide Benefits enumerated above.

IS ..............
19 ..............
20 ..............
21 ..............
22 ..............
23 ..............
24 ..............
25 ..............
26 ..............
27 ..............
2S ..............
29 ..............
30 ..............
31 ..............
32 ..............
33 ..............
34 ..............

s.
o
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
t
i
i
i
i
i
t
i

d.

11
0
0
0
1
1
1
2
2
2
3
3
3
4

4
6

Fortnightly
payment
for Sickness
allowances.

s. d.
2 3
2 4
2 5

S. d.

2 6
2

7

2 8
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

S
9
10
11
0
2
3
4
5
7
8

0
0
0
0
0
i

1
1
i
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

10
10
11
11
11
o

0
0
i
1
1
2
2
3
3
4
4

A>re.

ir'S

Quarterly
Toy for
Funeral
benefits.

Fortnightly
payment for
Sickness
allowances.

1

Sici u css
allow an ccs.

cr 'r

Fomlightly

I»ymcut Cor

At* X-

1

Age.

'

£31

At a %.

AMg.

R. d.

2 1
2 2
2 2
2 3
2 4
2 5
2 6
2 7

s
ft
in
2 11
3 0
3 i
3 2
3 4
3 5
9.

9

S,

35
36
37
3ft
■ an
40
41

. ..
..........
..............
..
..............
.

42 ..............
43 ..............
I 44
45
46..............

47
.

4S

49
50

.

d.

1 6
1 7
i

1
1

7
s
G
9
10
11
0

i
1
1
2
2 J
2 2
2 3
2 4
2
2

5

9

At 5 %.

j

Quarterly
levy for
Funeral
benefits.

d.
3 10
3 11
4 1
s.

4.

*2

4 4
4 0
4

ft

4 10
5

3

5 11

6

0
0

2
o

S

G

9

1

Fortnightly
payment

1
1
1
1

s. d.
1 5
1 5

1

1
i

7

1

s
0
10
ii
0
1
2
3
4
5
6

t for Sickness
| allowances.

I
1
I
1
I
1
I
I
j
1

i
(
|

1 '6

1
1
i
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

7

Quarterly
levy for
Funeral
benefits.

8.

d.
7

3
3
3
3
4
4
4
■ 4
4
5

10
11
1
3
r*
7
9
0

5
5
6
6

7
10
2
5

R

8

9

The above rates do not inelnde any provision for medical attendance, supply of drugs, or expenses of management.
As it is customary in most bodies to charge an entrance fee in addition to the uniform contribution, we may state
that a present payment of £1 is equivalent to a fortnightly contribution varying from |,d, at age 20 to ^d, at age 50,
assuming 4 % interest.
Legislation.

The last clause of your instructions requests us to suggest principles and forms which should be
incorporated in any amending legislation relative to .Friendly Societies. This portion of our task is
rendered comparatively light owing to the valuable aid afforded by the experience of tho Mother Country
and of the Colonies of New Zealand and Victoria in this matter. We entirely approve of tho general
principles enunciated in the following Acts dealing with this question :—
'
The Friendly Societies Act flSTfiV 63 and 39 Viet, ch. 60 (England).
The Friendly Societies Act (1876). New Zealand.
The Friendly Societies Act (1877). Victoria.
These Acts all follow generally the same lines, and may with advantage be imitated in this Colony,
The object aimed at is to procure and publish the fullest information concerning the transactions of tho
Societies, and at the same time to avoid hampering them by obnoxious or oppressive restrictions. These
Acts all require from the Societies registered under them tlie fullest information of their proceedings and
periodical exhibits of their financial condition : but in none of them is registration made compulsory. This
wc think a defect; we are of opinion that any new A.ct should render registration on the part of all Friendly
Societies compulsory. The Act should provide for an annual return from all the Societies, exhibiting the
receipts and disbursements for the year in respect of the various funds maintained by the Societies, and the
transactions of eacli fund should be kept entirely distinct. It is the practice of the Societies in this Colony, we
believe without exception, to combine the receipts for medical attendance and expenses of management under
one head. Seeing that the medical attendance and the supply Of drugs is one of the most valuable of the bene
fits provided by the Societies, we think it imperative that the receipts and disbursements for this purpose, as
well as in sick-pay and funeral donations should be kept under a distinct head. It will be necessary also (at
least for.a period of about ten years after the passing of a new Act) to secure quinquennial returns of the
sickness and mortality experienced among the members of the Societies. These will enable tables to be
constructed from which the rates of contribution con bp, ascertained. Until such tables are available it will
be necessary to use those constructed from the experience of English Societies. We think a period of ten
years will be sufficient to afford reliable data on which to construct tables showing the rates of sickness
and mortality to ho expected in the Colony. At tlie end of this period the quinquennial returns referred to
may be discontinued. Wc do not think tho detailed forms for these returns should be made a part of a
new Act. If the Act be administered by a competent officer, it will be desirable to allow him a large dis
cretion in the preparation of tho forms, because the Societies differ so much in their constitution and in
the character of the henefits provided that no one form will be found suitable for all. The annual audits
and the periodical valuations of the Societies arc matters of vital importance.
Under the Acts above
referred to authority is given for the appointment of duly qualified persons as auditors and valuers, but
their employment is not compulsory on the Societies. The scale of fees to be paid to these persons is fixed
by regulation, and is sufficiently low to enable every Society to avail itself of their sendees. We think a
similar provision should be incorporated in the proposed Act. We should point out, however, that this will
necessitate the preparation by the Government of a scries of preliminary tables for the use of valuers, since
no actuary will be found willing to value the Societies for the stipulated fee (which must be
small in order to bring a valuation within tlie reach of all) if he have to prepare the preliminary
tables necessary for the purpose.
Had it not been for tlie possession of some private tables
and the use of a series issued by the Government Statist in Melbourne, the valuations given in this report
would not have been completed for several montlis. It will be desirable to enforce an annual audit and an
actuarial valuation at least once in every five years. As to the coui’sc which should bo adopted in regard to the
rates of contributions charged by the Societies, we have some difficulty in coming to a conclusion. Under
the "Victorian Act no Society is allowed to register unless its rates of contribution have received the certificate
of an actuary: under tho English and New Zealand Acts this certificate is only necessary in regard to
contributions for annuities, such for example as tlie superannuation allowances referred to in a previous
portion of this report. While we think it highly desirable that Societies should, be encouraged to seek the
advice
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acbdco of actuaries in these matters we hesitate to recommend the adoption, of the dictatorial principle
incorporated in tlie "Victorian Act.
When the Societies are compelled to expose their true position, when
dehciencies are shown to exist and the causes of them demonstrated, we tliink tlie force of public opinion,
tlie common sense of the members, and the advice of the officer charged by tlie Government with the
administration of tlie Act will be sufficient to induce the Societies to adopt proper measures for repairing the
errors of the past and for avoiding their recurrence in the future.
We think it worthy of consideration -whether the Government should not follow the example of the
English Government and afford special faeilitios through the Savings' Banks for the investment at remunerative
rates of the accumulations of the smaller Societies.
reference to the administration of a new Act, we may point out that in the English and
Victorian Acts the Registrar (whoso duty consists in determining whether the rules of Societies applying
for registration are in accordance with law) must be a Barrister, but the practical administrator is, in
England the Actuary to the Registry, and in Victoria the Government Statist (who has on his staff a
competent actuarial expert). In New Zealand the latter functionary is termed the Registrar (and also
has the services of an actuary), while the legal officer is termed tlie revising barrister. Of course competent
legal knowledge will be required in carrying out tlie provisions of an Act, and we think that the officer
charged with the legal duty might, in addition to giving certificates of conformity, act as an arbitrator in
settling disputes between tlie Lodges and their members, and thus obviate the useless waste of the funds
which an appeal to the ordinary Law Courts invariably involves. Whether this officer be termed Registrar or
Revising Barrister matters very little : tho real work of administering the Act can only be successfully
performed by a person acquainted with actuarial science and skilled in the manipulation of statistics. If
a Department be created to administer the Act, some such person must bo placed in charge. We venture to
suggest however that, concurrently with the introduction of a new Act, there might bo adopted some more
satisfactory method of collecting and tabulating the general statistics of the Colony than that at present in
operation. We think it somewhat of a reflection on the Colony that on all matters of statistical inquiry we
are so_ far behind our neighbours, and wo think that the machinery for collecting and publishing our
statistics might with advantage be remodelled and placed in charge of a competent and experienced head.
Ill such case the administration of a new Friendly Societies Act would naturally become a part of his duty.
We have not had the advantage of perusing the evidence taken by the Commission, which doubtless con
tains many suggestions arwto'Rconmicndations from witnesses who have had long practical experience in the
management of these Societies ; we are therefore unable to traverse these recommendations or to express any
opinion on them. Our contact, however, with various leading officers of the principal bodies, has shown us
that these gentlemen all recognise the necessity for a change, and deplore the presence of evils which, under
existing circumstances,^ they arc powerless to remedy. While wo liave been disappointed at the incomplete
ness of the returns which have been furnished to us, wc have much pleasure in testifying to the anxiety
which the officers of the Societies have shown to afford us all the information in their power; and wc know
that throughout the course of tliis inquiry these gentlemen have willingly given up much of what is to them
valuable time, without tlie hope of any pecuniary return for their services. It is scarcely necessary to add
that no Act of Parliament, however perfect, can be any protection to these Societies unless it is efficiently
administered, nor unless it secures a wide-spread publicity for the returns received under it. RTo abuses can
long exist in the face of the fearless criticism of an intelligent Press and of an adverse public opinion.
We think wo have now responded to the invitation of the .Commission as fully as the circumstances of the
case demand and the means at our command admit. Wo have only to add, that we shall have pleasure in
supplementing this report if it should appear to the Commission that anything material has been omitted,
and in placing our services at tlie disposal of the Government in drafting or revising any new Act,
We have the honor to bo,
Gentlemen,
Your obedient servants,

Sydney, H November, 1882.

M. A. BLACK.
RICHARD TEECE.
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Table 1.—Exhibiting the information supplied by the
o
h*

Name of Lodge.

Date
established.

E

4*
X

1- ei
55
si Decrease by IS
3)tl
3“
Ii
lx
«a oZ
o
L, V
a w
<DO
g
•S °
Q>
S0
P &i
Zi
3*
^ eg
1
.. ! b
49
39
11
11
47 102
..
7
;so
5 ..
5
11
28 .. ! 7
2 J ..
10
176
16 1 ..
149
20
91
54 ..
13
1
27
*
•
(y
120
•23 ..
O
52
11 ..
55
23
3
23
3
191
51 | ..
IS
9S
19
125
Hi ..
J
97
11
.
6
64
12 ..
5
20
17 ..
14

3fc

.W= 2
i*5 l»i
Vb ..
^S- ou 3S
1 A *-9
z

Princo Alfred Lodge, No. l.STS....................
St. Leonards Lod^o, No 1,037 ....................
Prince Albert Lodge...................................
Loyal Lodge of Bungcndore, No. 1,389 ........
Native Rose Lodge......................................
Loyal United Brothers Lodge, No. 980 .......
Loyal Pnuce Alfred Lodge, No. 1,384 ...........
Star of the East Lodge, No. 1,560................
Sons of Friendship Lodge, No. 035 .............
Rose of Australia Lodge, No. 1,177 ..........
Loyal Gulgong Lodge, No. 1,618 ............... (
Prince of Wales Lodge, No 2,023 ................
Prfdc of the West Ixidge............................
Loyal Mariners’ Rest Lodge, No. 925 ..........
Royal Oak Lodge, No. 1,604 .......................
Rose of Petersham Lodge, No. 2,015 ..........
Excelsior Lodge, No. 1,569.........................
Defiance Lodge, No. 2,017 .........................
Rose of Australia Lodge............................
Miners* Home Lodge, No. 1,175.......... ........
Star of Delegate Lod^c..............................
Frogmoorc Home Lodge, No. 1,747 ..............
Star of the Williams Lodge, No. 1,602__ _
Lily of the Valley Lodge...........................
Neptune Lodge ........................................
Excelsior Lodge, No. 2,016........................
Loyal Cobar Lodge, No. 2,025.....................
President Lodge, No. 1,056.........................
toys] IjOvo of Liberty I/tdgc, No. 1,058.......
Globe Union Lodge, No. 2,011 ....................
Captain Cook Ixidgc, No. 2,853....................
Star of Gunning Lodge, No. 1,850................
Sons of Independence Lodge, No. 1,173 .......
Commercial Lodge.....................................
Sons of Fricndslilp Lodge, No. 1,741 ...........
Pride of Ferwlale Lodge ...........................
Rose of Hamilton Lodge, No. 1,046 ............
Royal Oak Lodge, No. 1,381 ......................
Farmers’ Home Lodge, No. 1,877 ...............
Pride of Namoi Lodge, No. 1,740 .................
M'Lcay Branch Lodge...............................
Miners* Refuge Lodge, No. 1,370 .................
Hope of Troud Lodge, No. 2,018 .................
Star of Brefwtolbane Lodge.........................
Pride of Illawarra Lodge..........................
Loyal Friendly Brothers Lodge, No. 1,080 .. .
Loyal Victoria Lodge, No. 1,182 ................
ReHnorc Lodge, No. 1,385 .........................
Pioneer Lodge...........................................
Loyal Star of the Town Lodge ....................
City of Newcastle Lodge, No. 1,086 ..........
Star of Minmi Lodge...................................
laments for Funerals, &c, (not Included in
abosc) ..............................................

13 Jnlj r 1808
Mav, 1855
185S
13 June, 1871
10 „ 333(
15 Jan , IS51
ISM
22 Dec,, 1871
28 Mar., 1840
25 Mav, 1863
24 SC[iL, 1875
27 Mur., 1881
187£
1 Nov., 1878
Aug., 1823
1875
10 Aug , 1SSC
,,
1S74

u.

..

1C
89
32
18
54
74
6,1
20
64
37
35
41

ioo

2S
■ic

ISfiS >T
18GS
1877
1877
1874
10 May, 1S75 N.
11,
23 Sept., 188C
14 Jau., 1881 N.
24 Mar., 1852 R,
17 Nov., 1S34
26 April, 188G n
SO Sept., 187G
8 May, 1879
10 April, 1801 n
1871
1*76
9 Sept, 1S73 N.
23 Oct, 1878 R.
15 Jan., 1870
1 Sept., 1870 J}
3 Mar., 1830
7. Dec., ISO?
13 Not., 1S30
3 Oct., 1879
18 Mav, 1878[
1856
1865
Aug., 1870
18Nov.,
20 Jaa ,
July,
10 Nov.,

Sept, 137:1
* ‘ 1855
23 June, ISTfp

X,

148
134
21
30
67
5d
63
109
59
40
34
22

25
22
48_j

101
125
9
19
47
3
46
42
39
177
15
69
9
41
45
137
110

37
10
23
40
111
S3
42
1C
49
39
202
82

178
21C
29
3
88
90
G4
92
33
94
100
117
47
26
46
39
55
77
94
22
41
31
14
121
23
28
141

72
78
22
40
52
283
95

43 11
46
.
IS ..
10 1 ..
44
27
29
1
29
54
1
3
32
13
14

13
1
9
14
R
35
8
7
14
9
r>
9
3
8
2

4
19
*2
4
4
1
13

22
2
2
2

Sick
I Manage*
Other
and Funeral! ment and Receipts.
Fund.
Incidental.

\B£

1
89
409

£

'636
58
•857 1,237
43
78
73
137
97
59
246
210
43

5
3
8

s.
C
6
4
U
0
17
4
3
17
17
S

d.

10
10
8
10
8
0
2
&
4
6

74 13
464 3 6
36 10 4
110 10 0
355 C 2
327 0 10
23 0 11
33 3 1
87 3 9
25S 16 5
0
53 17 6

7 so 6

134
152
03
130
209
50
71
87

•623
■SS3
’327

-sat

•526
•444
•486
■■
•972

£ E.
202 8
095 19

243
2S5
764
1,320
114
597
397
234
30
635
047
1,635
441
74
108

i
10
17
11
0
11
5
G
1
10
11
1
4
16
10

1,626
1,326
347
94
526

16
17
7
9
IS

£
122
1,386
574

s.
3
13
6

d £ &4 d.
11
4
1

297 10 1
755 1 fl

*'917 0
679 7
383 17

392 0
32 1

626 6 0
477 7
80 4 2
49 1 2

,243“7* 2

346 1G 0 129 14 0

76 1
1,096 12

SOS 4
128 12
10 5

128 12

29 1

75
506
234
136

14
10
4 10
18 10

240 ft o
109 C 5

1,745
233
119
399
452
BOS

17
15
30
9
4
14

IS 1 4
129 8 2
41 15 0

332
300
76
564
446

12
7
0
11
9

127 11 1
163 9 4

2SM S 1

851 18
487 11

366 7 3
79 10 0
91 6
195 3

543 13

ISC 11 0,

‘m* o'

86 10
:::::::
20 14 10

1
J

53 2,180 1,227 4,12S
22

i'5'0S
1 L. ®
Ua>

564
5
12 ..
I 206
205 ■675
243 *827
39 •177
135 ■551
174 ‘765
1,279 1-055
3 323 rosa

..

"

| 39

3

31
31

U. 41
N. 3
*U 9
53

Receipts of Five years.

6

1

49

u
<L> S

53

ESI

37

345 4,709

49

4

43

5,778 2 6 20,235 6

21

30

129 14 0

82

40

* Undefined.

EO
o
■s^-s
o--*.
Name of Lodge.

Date
established.

S'A
VI •'-’'

‘Soj

1879
1880
North Star Lodge/Nb. 23 .......................
Oct., 1S31
1SS1
Sept, 1831
]S79
June, 1879
1379
Dot,, im
1877
Feb., 1881
Golden Gate Lodg&.^o. 1........................ Jau., 1877
July, 1880
Loyal Woollahra Lodge, No. 10 . - ............... No\., 1879
1879
Atiou Ben Adhem Lodge, No. 12................ AuV, 1S79

£li
Sd »£

N
R
U

R

,

Entrants since.

1

Table 2, exhibiting the information supplied by

10

°1
Eg
fa
S +J

X
"e?

o

Vo
i>

&

58
16
27
11
22

SO
19
27
47
<n

25
110
33
143

72
175
170
17&

51

GO
16
27
46
20
05
56
103
127
95
64
54
35
40
59
56

ll
1o
Ss

Vi

63
M
R-0
N-l
U*0

tft •
Cl
|s Decrease by 'H u
'c i*

2

12
2

..
..
to

81
6
..

■634

2
22

33

sT
s
3
29
47

V^3
^i»
^ •«! Assets,
■Eg >3
g £0 Ist January,
1877.
V«s
S3 " ifl0i w
W

15
10
3
12
14
8

Receipts of Five Years.

V
* Vj

100
100
443
::
::

659

787

922

21G

100

730

(in

(0)

(16)

(S)

(10)

(6)

■313
'367
■784

Sick and
Funeral
Fund.

Manage*
Other
ment and ReceiptsIncidental.

£ s. d.
21G 2 G
27 2 6
11 12 0

£
209
20
23

S 12 6
250 11 ft

23 9 0
333 S 3

109
477
71
165
203
209

111
647
109
177
2S0
360

17
7
10
5
14
7

6
9
8
3
7
6

s. d.
G 0
10 10
3 6

9
19
3
1G
7
0

3
11
ft
10
2
7

1,741 4 9 2,874 1 1
ay

(ii)

£ u. d.

&*+***? 7,

■feienult

societies

*f

act inquiry

‘vrr-iJ

*>—

.■* f*
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Lodges of the Grand United Order of Oddfellows.
Digbursemontg of Five Years.

Sick Pay.

£ s. d.
90 0 0
414 11 5
S3 2 0
is 0
147 14 2
m

o 2
141 0 7
m

047 4 4
13j 2 0
108
1
1.806
7fiC
21
9

10
0
16
8
8
0

0
0
8
10
0
0

207 10 4
140 5 0
24 10 0
214 ID 10
IS 3 G
120
155
02
133
2+0
50
• 72
87

18
18
0
11
12
0
3
0

052 19
6 0
0 10
204 14
265 0
£11 8
39 1
102 5
182 17
l,lfifi 4
830 18

5
9
4
2
0

0
4
0
9
0
8
0

Medical
Manage
Attendance ment,
tec.
and Dru^s.
& H.
60 (j
011 S
212 8
69 2
324 17
018 14
649 3
154 12
448 8
278 4
239 4
11 0
507 19
370 14
084 13
305 10
82 IS
74 5
23 12
62 10
124 17
109 6
o i:.
113 9
332 0
339 3
81 17
12 10
742 0
772 19
119 1(5
89 0
123 9
240 12

(1.
7
0
0
11
0
9
(j
0
8
9
0
4
2
5
1
10
5
G
6
0
0
G
0
0
4
8

3
0
0
3
9
0
2
0

39 8 0
35 3 C
9 0 0
208
21
109
9
47
23

13
9
13
2
15
3

10
0
0
0
3
0

0

0
0
4
0
11
4

Receipts
Assets,
from
31st
District.
December,
1881.
Funeral
(jift?.

iG p. d.
& s. <1
.C e.
48 14 9 124 1 3 a 9
S27 0 4 920 19 0 21 19
09 14 9
16 3 3
GO 5 0
65 13 4
90 2 10 ICS 3 6 25 0
112 15 3 190 5 2 05 0
172 9 5 3(13 14 9 39 0
1 12 0
Si 0 7 22 0
305 7
401 11 6
SD 1 o BS4 10 2
308 4 3 122 8 3 20 0
0 IS 9
31 10 10
04 9 6 203 11 0
83 2 5
91 11 9 29 0
157 19 G 301 11 ;»
75 2 8 180 18 6 47 0
£0 11 0
54 11 0
97 7 S ion 14 8
S 0 0
37 19 O
161 4 5 52G 0 0
534 4 4 (543 13 3 S5 9
38 IS o
74 1 0
40 2
44 11 9
33 10 4
n io 9 40 0
210 8 9 269 ll 2
66 S 0 352 0 7
73 18 5
SI 18 0
10 10 S
52 15 10
69 0 0 1,027 13 9
183 7 o 705 3 8 319 S
4S 19 5
78 15 8
46 0 f>
60 0 3
05 8 7
94 2 3
49 2 i 2 Si 1 7 95 0
IOC IB 11 153 15 9
0
200 4 n IIS 1 5 20 0
108 9 11
49 3 10
24 S 1
19 10 0 254 4 8 30 0
7S 4 1
12 5 0
lil 1 0
479 1 6 8B 0
4 13 0
r> 3 9 20 0
31 8 11
8 10 8
05 15 s
99 19 5

49 15 10

d.
0
0
0
0
9
0
9

Individual Funds, 31st December, 1SS1.

Sick Fund.

£ a. il.
IOO C 10
79 G 2
05
90
98
215
4o
345
235
122

IS
0
3
0
6
1
12
8

4
0
9
8
(J
11
11
3

0

91 11 9

0

159 14 5
64 11 0

0
0

526 0 0
7+10

Funeral
Fund.

Manage
ment
Fund,

Other
Funds.

£ s. d,

£ 8. cl.
20 11 5

£ B-

10* 14 0
153 15 9

0

iis 1 5
29 7 11

0

254 4 S

0
o

449
5
8
30

136 8 s 27 0 0

8
3
Hi
13

d. £ S d

d

£ S.

d. £ s.

n
23 G u

£ s. d.
3 3 0
63 1 O

fin n o
0

17 14 11 13 15 11
203 11 0

0 9

10

col ii 3

tl

€9 ~ ‘o

56 9 0

48 17 a

21 4
fil' 4 3 1* 10 0

37 10 0

5 0 o

018 11 11 30 1 4
o
15 0
n
231 19 4 G6 0

41 11 0

V.

209 11 2
81 13 o

19 13 4

0
0

1
l
Bank Furniture
In hand.
Dc|>osit5. Regalia,
&c

Mort
gages.

68 14 c

37 14 0

77 10 9

37 0 0
00 0 3

Freehold
and
Leasehold
Property.

1,280 0 0 600 0 0 114 11 10

92 1 6

352 6 7
G

investments.

172 10 10
21 3 1

0
0
S
8

182 17 1

0

1,027 13

421 5 2

4i 15 's
'iblQ

0

250 9 o

19

0

8

20
19

6

10

10 15 31

97 19 31 13
39 0 0

20 13 G
00 6 o

30
a
10
9
29

23 3

19 n o

313 5 1

111

o

7 g
o n
0 0
9 o
9 o
9

0

352 IS 7
«

fi.740 3 11 9,494 IS i 5,158 7 5 9,411 13
39

43

40

1

993 13 6

4,2S3 3 11

19

30

48

1,177 5 6 974 12 4 1,494 2 19 1,011 13 0 GOO 0 0 OOO 9 11 470 15 1 246 S 10
6

13

10

1

3

6

25

7

Lodges of the Independent Order of Oddfellows.'
Disbursement of Five Years.

Sick pay,

& & d.
81 10 O
GOO

43 13
30 18
99 13
100 10
443 10
1 0
179 0
14 3
08 15
93 d
35 14

4
7
4
8
0
0
C
4
2
4
8

Individual Funds, 31st December, 1881.
Receipts
Assets,
from
31st
District.
December,
Medical
Manage
18SL
Funeral Sick Fund. Funeral Manage
Other
Attendance ment, fix.
ment
Gifts.
Fund,
Funds.
and Drugs.
Fund.
s. d. £
10 40
4 4 13
13 6
6
2 G
0 0
8
12 I 1SS

d. £ a d.
4 8 SO O 0
4 S
17 4

213 11 10

£
125
13
8
43
23
111

09 18
417 18
47 7
97 3
139 3
144 18

48
307
89
G7
144
1S1

4
3
6
18
7
11

9
7
19
18
18
0

£ B. d.
159 9 G
25 19 4

11
7
0
1
2
G

9

5
10
0
3
2
2

1,197 18 11 1,314 16 10 1,226 1 1
(1SJ

(9)

486—j

(13)

63
161
20
60
43
136

b.

12 6
17 10 30 O 0

0
0
1
7
0
0

DO
10
10
20
30

0
0
O
O
O
(7)

Freehold
and
Leasehold Mortgages.
Property.
£ A d.

£ B. 'I

Bank
Deposits.

Furni
ture,
Regalia,

In hand.

ko.

£ s. d.

£ s. d
30 0 0

8 12 6
7 1 0

G 1G 4

35 0 0

(53 9 G
0 . Ifll 7 9
0
0
35 IS 7
0
43 13 0
0

695 9 11 180 0 0
(ii)

£ b. d £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 5. d.
40 4 8
13 4 S

Investments.

39 O 0
29 19 1

493 17 2

6 18 4

(8)

(1)

■ ..-1 .

14 17 S

25 0 0

120 O 0

24 G 11 1C 0 0

298 9 2

171 5 11 30 17 8

(9)

(7)

(2)
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50

■

oc
*• .'-V
Name of Lodge.

Date of
Establishment v r
tn
*2)
S

British Lion Division, No. 140............
Bhouiiat Division, No. 11.....................
Morning Star Division, No. 0...............
Star of the East Division, No. 17..........
Happy Home Division, No. ll>............
Uising Star Division, No. 12...............
Day Spring Division, No. 1.................. .
Concord Division, No. 146..................
Australian Division, No. 76 ...............
Pnde of Petersham Division, No. 56 ....
Equity Division, No. 41 .....................
Advance Rose Division, No. 27............
Hope of Richmond Division, No. G6 ...
Dawn of Light Division, No. 135.........
Advance Australia Division, No. 60......
Star of Freedom Division, No. ftl.........
Southern Cross Division.....................
Crystal Spring Division, No. Cl............
Evening Star Division, No. 93 ............
Star of Hope Division, No. 14 ............
Wellesley Division, No. 103 ...............
Hope of Camperdown Division, No. 120.
Dud of Hope Division, No. 11 ............
Hearts of Oak Division, No. 127.........
Good Samaritan Division, No. S .........
Happy Day Division, No. 6 .................
Rorean Division, No. 04.......................
Hope of Petersham Division, No. 87 ...
Hand of Friendship Division, No, 10 ..
Prince Alfred Division, No, 29..............
Harmony Division, No. 37...................
Nepean Division, No. 42......................
Wonder of the World Division, No, 40 .
Captain Cook Division, No. 73
.........
United Gold Reefers’ Division, No. 99....
Hope of Mudgce Division, No. 105........
Perseverance Division, No. 124..............
Good Intern Division, No. 136..............
Rising Sun Division, No. 144................
Pride of Campcniotvn Division, No. 63 ..
Crystal Spring Division, No. C.............
Star of Peace Division, No. 4................
1'hcning Star Division, No. 74 .............
Laurel Division..................................
Conqueror Sons and Daughters of Temperance
Division, No. S ......................................
Golden Reef Division Sons of Temperance, No. 49
Star of the West Division do., No. 2 .,..
Albert Division do , No. 157 ................
Spring in the Desert Division, No 122 ..
Olive Branch Division, No 83 .............
Morpeth Division, No. 15 .......... ........
Crescent Division (Sons and Daughters), No. 75
Britannia Division Sons of Temperance .
'Flie Rainbow Division, No. 7ft .............
Adelong Division ...............................
Southern Light Division......................
The Glorious Hope of Binda Division
Florence Nightingale Daughters of Temperance
South Coast Giand Division (comprising six
Lodges).......................................
Light of the Ago Division, No. 118 ... .
Star of the South Division, No. 1 (Queanbeyan)
The Australian Sisters of Temiwrance ..
1
St. Francis Australian Brothers ...........

Eft £
...
sS <9
4U - O
at
^ ej

wV

Eg

ra

!■?
£ 43
2
to

<y
oV
a

£c
U

1!)

M
0)00 ^a* i:a.
S
fE
MS fl)C
o6 i5
u"
fl
X; oo

%

Table 3, exhibiting the information

si
fl> bo
* 5
0'S
. »
£8 .
^cE
gSs
it ff g
„
Q "

10 Slay, 1807
S Jan., 1867
31 May, I86t
8 Feb., 1872
12 Aug.jlSGS
7 Dec. i 1870
81 Oct, 1888
8 Dec, 1S08
May, 1869
13 Jan., 1881
Dec., 1863
fl Apl.,1370
4 Feb.,ISOS
24Mar.,l8C9
9 Anl„ 1870
7 Mar, ,1867
13 May, 1370
15 Nov, ,1370
Dec., 1866
12 Jen., 1871
3 Sep., 1864
19 Jan., 1368
ill Ann- ,1371
24 Nov., 1869
13 Oct., 1806
27 Feb., 1868
1ft Julv, 1SCS
3 Aug., 1808
20 Aug.; 1868
23 Aug, 1809
26 Apl, 1870
10 July, 1870
6 Dec , 1870
21 Aug., 1371
15Nov.,lSn
20 Jan., 1871
’1807
24 Oct, 1867
1 Oct., 187S
22 Oct, 1870

54
00
28
37
283
81
89
30
103
39
49

46
20
ft
14
SO
17
78
105
25
16
123
6
14

97
85
73
S3
ii.
SO
R.
48
81
28
31
88
60
ir
63
39
4 111
30
51
SO
123
35
92
20
82
91
84
48
33
95
111
8
N.
22

35
40
59
0
10
36
21
18
0
86
31
IS
38
26
35
56
23
84
7
80
22
04
26
4ft
26
14
23
50
2
33

27 July, 1878

It,

SO

34

3

20 Oct, 1387
19 Oct, 1374
20 Dec., 1870
23 Got, 18G9
Ifl Apl , 1867
28 Oct.; 1870

E.

20
1ft

9
S

12 Oct, 1869
1870
S Apl.j 1R70
17 Apl., 1871
1371

;;

70
35
54
49
9
IS
28
90
20
74
34
15S

21 Sep., 1811
21 Jane, 1818
6 July, 1806

Rnp 1370

Oct, 1870
Mar.,1871

E.
,,

it.
,,

ff

N.
R.

77
K.

5 Nov,, 1863

73
10
. 84
60
10
30
40
103
so

t

77
36
90
248
31
16
70
70

20
12
12
29
113
22
40
14
30

Receipts of Five Years.

|g

Assets,
S&. 1st January,
1877.
ii^
c

••

1
..
.. ,
..

.. {
.. f

4

2
2
18
10
14

..
,
..
..
..
..

23

..

30
4

254
264

23 2,100 3,S50

641

51S

1

55

2

28

» 1=

.c B. d.
00 17 5

OS
e
40
10
47
7
48
S
38
8
S3
273
22
(iO
17
64
5
33
3
23
IIS
44
53
35
IS
102
3
71
3
106
23
23
4
17
12
4
99
43
GO
20
0
4
46
04
27
63
4
08
26
77
9
122
24
6
75
4
G2
7
4
77
39
34
3
2
24
IS ’ 5
3
53
14
82
4
48
ft
20
145
2i
4
55
10
is
16

838
17
19
57
43

23

208
1G
IB

m
v Oa

•800
•881

’
]
1
5

|

40
844
103
450
1,38ft
349
299
ftl
136
73
80

14
2
11
0
8
11
12
11
11
3
O

110
106
289
210
227
101
239
93
140
222
GO
1,107
70
SOS
555
268
167
075
207
344
113
4S4
122
444
135
89
71
203
3
00

17
11
1
2
12
15
1
15
0
8
0
14
10
12
10
0
1ft
0
14
11
3
7
17
0
5
10
19
1
1
9

Sick and
Funeral
Fund.
s. d.

£

85 5 0
2
7 622 10 0
0
0 207 1 6
7 2,753 8 1
5
0
1 18S 7 u
6
8 18 7
S 407 1 0
0 509 19 8
27 17 10
10
0 614 17 G
11 874 17 0
10 412 G 0
10 3C1 16 3
4 1,803 14 0
ft 831 2 7
3 383 3 O
0 372 2 3
5 1,500 15 11
0
3 1,135 11 9
ft
ft 1,413 9 2
0 203 7 3
7 791 2 5
6 9-12 IS 11
0
9
7 1,209 8 ft
5 321 18 11
10
0
32 10 0
10
97 0 0
ft
0
9
e
a
s

360 12 9
108 5 3
A1) 1 5
233 13 5
225 7 4
88 (j 8
74 15 ft
167 7 4
241 1 6
755 11 4
500 0 c
301 0 3
so 0 0

Management
Other
and
Incidental. Receipts.
£

a.

d.

17
717
131
460

5
19
4
7

0
2
0
6

283 16 4
1,040 0 4
01ft 1 11

27 6 G
903 6 G
ii 12

s

00 10 0
1,504 19 7

750 11 3
015 1 0

478 19 3
024
054
3
630

0
I
S
5

1,058
630
60
253

.1
17
11
12

fi
7
6
0

41ft 19

C

707 10

£

1,050 8 G

0
7
0 1,072 i 3
0

270 ft 3
GG0 0 9
890 11 10
105 16 S
971 19 4
09 9 2

105 14 0
1,144 17 10

7G5 3 3 2.G5ft 7 6
126 4 2 '387 IS 10&
94 4 e
OS 11 3

£
s. d.
1,090 1 3

2G4 3 4

121 13 0
02 12

0

........

R, 60
N. 4
U. 4
63

68 3,847
04

64

07

IB,123 7 6 23,952 19 si 12,654 7 6 4,898 3 9
64

42

24

8

x-w*^.

rs-jw-'T^r—i ■?».«r^ ■ T^vT

jk

'

' "

^rv-

'

245’
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supplied by sixty-eiglit Temperance Lodges.
Dlaburscmentfi of Five Years.

Sick Pay.

Modical
ManageAttendance mcnrit,
&C.
ami Drugs.

& &
323 6
84 13
124 4
271 18
49 11
137 7
889 19
223 8
294 9
19 10
186 19
114 5
09 IS

d.
£ e.
0 427 0
fi1
18 10
3 315 1
4 264 0
2 133 8
S
2 l,io7 4
6 421 5
373 15
98 15
295 2
ISO 10
255 6
1 O
040 4
595 5

1IM 8
107 S
3!> 0
31 2
207 8
178 5
114 7
118 10
416 17
222 16
232 IS
115 7
244 O
46 15
ISO 5
107 12
267 &
22s O
248 8
5G 5
217 9
421 10
33G O
61 IS
38 3
DC 13
144 1
18 15
32 10
40S 6
48 5
05 1G
27ft s
43 18
72 8
220 11
1
135
421
116
120
264

0
0
4
0
17 8
3 4

120

4

354
217
170
570
472
107
SO
551
294
3S0
272
756
34
310
461
320

13
10
14
H
2
8
4
7
8
1
1
4
10
0
9
9

475
120
219
343
432
22)
70
182
27r.
32
90

14
10
G
8
17
1G
0
11
io
9
13

d.
7
0
V
a

2

£ s
239 IS
13 10
85 1
174 18
94 7
5

0

4

1

258 13
314 3

7

101 0

6
S

ft
9
0
r.
0
0

£

fl

0
5

ft
c
?\

B
0

ft

2
C
0
4
1
4
1

0t

2
8
10
0
0
0
3
6

92 15 4
15
1S5
412
277

2 0
10 10
7 0
10 ft

202
462
117
385
182
336

3
2
1G
14
14
3

63
274
67
52
0
281
239
130

d.
6
0

10
10
4
0
1
5
6
0
7
4
10
0
11
0

19
4
11
5
1
10
13
12 ft
110 0 3
153 1 11
104 3 n
ISO i 0
87 1 2
04 13 9
827 7 a
201 is 8
444 19 5
G3 13 £
147 8 0
103 7 6
198 16 S
130 O 4
3S1 0 2
151 3 4
365 1 9
102 4 1
204 G 7
469 18 7
43G 3 3
183 3 0
104 10 6
239 12 7
iso e 11
0 7 6
10 19 4

Receipts
from
District.

Ass e is.
31st

December,
1SSI.

Funeral
Gifts

£ fi. d.
106 G 10
473
35
370
300
1,232
484
853
107
68
70

39
11
3
0
17
11
2
14
12
0

4
5

&

s. d.

100 0 0

Funeral
Fund.

Sick Fund,

£

b.

s. d.

d.

127 4 10

331 5 0
"m o 0

£ s. d

Investments.

Other
Funds.

£ s. <1.

5 6

853 2 5
10^'
66 0 0

14 6

20 0 0

Freehold
and
Leasehold
Property.
£ 8. (I

406’ 6’ 0

800 0 0

20 0 0

45 0 0

Manage
ment
Fund.

444 ID

10 0 0

6

0
3
4
6
6
8
0

Individual Funds, 31st December, 1881.

Rank
Deposits.

£ 8. <1

127 4 10

Furniture,
Regalia, | Tn hand.
&c.
£ 3. d.
10

195 3

171 0 0

1,232 17
164 14
107 14 6

30 6

5
3
fl
8
17
17

4
2

0
2
0
3

74
242
274
41
1,603
160
500
625
878
278

2
11
0
8
2
9
0
0
2
1(1

1
0
s
11
O

257
637
181
57
37
657
392
122
107
214
18
54

12
11
16
12
Hi
17
7
19
14
14
19
14

10
0
4
1ft
8
11
4
n
2
C
7

4

0

0
2
1

100 O 0
40 0 0

166 3 2

10 0 0

GO 6 0
20 0 0
166

no

4 0

0 0

‘isi'n

3

70 0 01

600 0 0

10 0 0

10 0 oj

26’6’ o,
20 0
210 0

90
120
40
05
45

9G0 0 0
177 8 0
450 0 0

181 15 4
67

12 10

0
0
0
0
0

ft

d.

0 12
0

2 17

23 13 O

57 3 0:
78f9
44 9 6,

SO 0 0,

74 2 1

242 11 9
254 0 3
1,029 13 S

50 0 0

72 2 0
770 9 0
205 8 2

s.

9 2 0

120 0 O

49 11 a

58 12

£

16 0 0

300 0 0
175 0 0

20

Iftft
106
770
205
256
634

0 0

578 S 9

626 0 0
376 2 2
278 16 1
Wi^'lO
537 11 0
37
557
31^2
113
107
214
IS
64

1G 8
17 11
7 4
16
14
14
19
14

41 8 11
151 18 8!
400 0 0 1,029
13 3
500 0 O'
450 0 0
155 0 0
329 10 0
l^OO "6’ 0
239 0 0
472 19 11
’i66”6' 0
57 12 10
14 11 8
634 18 10
94 10 4
214 14 6

20

0 0

21 10 1

07 0 0
10 0 0

40 17 Tl
26 0 O'

io 'o o!

31 0 0

47 12 * 2
8 12 10

23 13 C
13 5 0
22 19 1

1 10 0
4 10 O'

ft 3 2
8 13 10

1 11 0

18 19 7

44 IS 3
88 7 0
152 19 0

2
5
9
0
10
2

161 9 5
107 16 4
100 12 1
241 15 8
35 15 s
29 12 e
144 13 2
370 15 2
71 5 3
212 19 G
11 0 0
243 4 4

98ft 3 0
13S 8 ft
85 IS 5

530 2 4
239 1 24
85 3 0

1,050 3 10
114 13 2
100 0 0

340 9 0

1GS 9 2

217
167
100
19
S3S
83S
860

8
14
0
4
ft
3
10

4
9
0
0
2
6

90 0 0
180 0 0

217 8
157 14

1S5 0 0

150 4 ft

55 0 0

Tii’ O

1,000 0 0

100 0
20 0 0

50 0 0

^sss’ o'
833 3
860 10 30

60 0 0
90 0 0
30 0 0

102 10 1

10

162 10 1

152 ID 0

5 0 0

100 0

985
600
620
325

0
0
0
0

1,650 S 10
80 0 0

8g O 0

33

0 14 4

10
20 0 0

0 0

lOiCTO IS 1 10,778 9 3 13577 4 9$ 17,903 11 6 2,275 9 0 6,432 4 5 480 16 11 435 10 2 6,9S9 10 10 S,922 8 0 5,929 IS 6 613 IS 7 623 11 3
62
01
00
38
20
67
2
25
21
10
10

246
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Table 4, exhibiting the information
e .
5s
□ r"
V K£
0 1
S5
■Ol-B
a

Date of
5 r
Establishment. 1-

Name of Lod^o.

1
K

Decrease by
1 b

0

£

ai

1^,

H1

Secession.

im

*3

3

0

1

0

C1
|H i_^
3 u
I 5

Sri

!'!
wp
'« ic
o£
> u

ss
■20
n *S
a »

■V JZ
II
^n
c"

si

02
333

3

SJ cf

3.3

Assets
j; S. j 1st January,
K i. S
1877.
wis cj
2 3 ^

An&cut Order of f'orestet'#.

Court Star of tho North ............................
Court Sydney* No. 2,001 ............................

Aug.* 1803
2 Out., 1845

Court New En-rland* No. 6,515 .................
Court City Amudale, No. 0,510.................

LlOet., 1S79
21 April, 1SSG

Court Western Pride, No. 0,095.............
Court Little John* No. 0,000 .....................
Court Foresters' Home, No. 0,517.............
Court Morning Star, No 2,00^ .................
Court Hunter...........................................
Court Star of Lirerpool, No. 5,053 ___
Court Ancient City, No. 2,000 ............... .
Court James Shoobert, No. 5,573.............
Court W, E. Gladstone................................
Court Prince of Wales, No. 3,125.............
Court Pride of Australia, No. 2,4SS..........
Court Old England, No. 1,634 .................
Star ol the South, No. 6,518 .....................
Court Robin Hood, No. 2,223.....................
IS

23 Aug., 1875
27 Dec., 187fi
About
10 June,
31 Mas,
Oct.,
6 Jan.,
8 Mar ,
9 Nov.,
25 July,
ft Nov.*
27 July*
About *

1845
1807
1873
1345
1S74
1861
1805
1S56
1843
1880
1844

R.

85
64

About

Court Royal Oak, No. 2,222.............
I.O.R.F. Court Roval Albert, No. 1.
'
3

Registered ......................

Unregistered ........................
Undefined ................................

1ft
13

l
7

40
77

8
4

42
103

15
21

0
8

16
60

11)
21

21
63

30

6
0

33
47
52
24ft
100
7S

4
3
12
15
13
4
1

35
19

37

9
35

IKS
00

..

„
f.

123
35

42
33

N.
it,
,,

24
110

9
27
41
3

1}

13S
*07
830
11

432
7

1,147

775

Otficr Forester*.
Order of Royal Forester*, Sydney.,

SO
46

1352

0 May, 1847

R.

171

Oct, 1372

>■

42

IS
1
2
*

130
58
IS
30
169
221
23
156

£ s. d.
43 15 8
651 7 4

£

e. d.

88 11 10

451 7 6

£ s. d.
459 0 4
520 19 0

Other
receipts.

£ b. d.
’30

is 'ei

400 5 S

17
07
13

■3!)4
‘(>79

225
502
71
1,578

" "c it ’o
"t^’is *0
145 12 2

750
37
327
1,084
1,498

02 0 0

24 lb 1
576 16 3
1,046 19 0
357

15
1
IS
3

6
Oi
0
6

”is3 11 11
2,000 19 11

074 1 1

7

105
15

Management
and
Incidental.

Sick and
Funeral
Fund.

153 1 6

9

19 1,025
7
13

334
14

*835
1-069

1
1

1
18
0
5
14

8
Si
0
2
Si

372 9 0
' 14C *9 0
1,659 2 fi
1,252 18 0
370 19 7
33§ 12 4
0

10

9i

fi7 13 2
890 19 4
1,803 4 6$

•43S
3,971 11

89D
0

9.1S0 15 101
14

7,553 13 6
13

30 15 fii1
1

1,437 12 1

1,753 10 8

Funeral ..
Superin ..
113 10 0

.................
^---------------- ,

788 3 1

4

10

1,392
1ST

775
1

13
1

2,196 1,207
14
S

347

139

2*128 13

43

13

1,860
3

21

S

Receipts of Five Years.

il

320 17 9

1,627
3

139
1

19 3,252
21

247
10

7

15

0i

2,455 10

2

91

^

1,437 12 1

1

2,541 13 9
o

0,427 2 1* 10,618 7 111 10,005 12 8
12
15
15

899
6

Funeral .,
113 10 0
1
144

5

6$

2

Table 5.—Exhibiting the information supplied by the
ri

IN .

O
c
Name of Lodge,

Date of
jEstablishment S
c: 2£

" L.
3 <»
VS

o

*3
7= k

a

tc
O
X

n
b. .

i£.-SS
„„„

3

o5 'u= ^ —c -rc

3 c cna
»
■sS o m
p r- =

Receipts of Five Years.
Assets,
1st January,
1877.

o&5

s. d.

431?

Pioneer, No. 1 Lodgo
Royal William Lodge, No. 2 ............

2!> A])ril, 1S72

Rota! Alfred Lodgo, No. 4...............

15 Maj.

Schoinberg Lodge, No. 5............. .
Loyal Endeavour Ixidge, No, 6 ........
Boyne I-icirtgc, No. 8...........................
Prince of Wales Lodge, No. 9 .........
lichnore Lodge, No. 10.......................
Martin Luther Lodge, No. il............

4

-K E
■sP

1572

1672 ,*
..
11 July, 1372 R.
23 Julv, 187 21 „
12 Aug, 1S72, ..
1S71

8. d.

0Uiec

B.dfcnUl.

RcMiyts.

£

& d,

C9

03

200}

*509

212 4 10

330 9 8

747 fi 11

155

363?

*503

238 3 7

1,095 1 4

1,351 15 7

301 2 2
84
144
S5

412

’704
147

1,181
523
722
850

1,004
714
1,129
723

359 13 2i

1,1S0 10 7

'oo
35

120

3244

53
63
125

Cromwell Lodge, No. 12 * .................

Oct., 1872

Garibaldi Lodge, No. Ifl ...................

24 Jan., 1873

04

Cladosutle Lodge, No. IS ...............
John Knox Lodge, No. 22 ...............
01i\c Lodge, No. 23 ..........................

fi Mar, 1S73I
fi May, 1673
7 June, 1373

17
47
12

Young Australia Lodge, No. 25 ....
Napier Lodge, No, 26 ................... .
Guiding Star Lodge, No. 27.............
Star of Mittagong Lodge, No. 29 ..

10 Aug., 1873
1S73
1S73
IS Mar., 1874

R.

£

llanacomont

135
103

11 July, 1872

Sick and
Funeral Fund.

529

200

'051

102
2S
25
15

0
6
2

d.

12 0
S 3
2 1
16 31

S
16
4 jNiL
51 ' 7

jNil.
..

Nil.
4 Nil

30

fl

1,074 10

07 0 7

120 15 0

455 0 9

80fi 0 74

*470

H 11 C

PC 14 3
397 14 3

93 0 3
047 0 7
72 13 0

1,814 4 2|

1*740 12 fli

10*

Nil.

114

8.

4'543

107

0

19
9
10
14

£

Jj44S 5 8

17
70
8

40
30

600

123 15 R
IS 1ft C

181

702

329

4(19 0 4J

*431

*71 13 0

*'ifl2'ic"ji ' ‘o^lT's

IIS IS SA
73 10 7'
17 3 0

^-----------1,712 2 4
510 3 3
510 10 4i

503 3 0£
015 5 l>i

391
80
457

"27

261

•514
•470
■413

61 15 0

St. John’s Lodge, No, 33 ........ .........
Bismarck Lodge, No. 89 .
..
Nil Despcrandum Lodge, No. 42 ..

7 Dec., 1874
May, 1875
IS Jan., 1370

73
41
30

121

bS
131

130
115
90

Kiama Lodge, No. 45..................
Paddington Lodge* No. 49 .............

4 Julv,
21 July, 1870

NIL
Nil.

102
110

C3
73

28

Nil.
Nil.

42ft 0 11
203 fl 10i

017 1 4
293 0 10J

Mount Juv Lodge, No 52 .............

20 Nov., 1S79

Nil.

61

36

Nil.

1S7 3 ft

169 S 10

Star of Gootamundm Lodge, No. 54
St. David's Lodge, No. 55 .............
Excelsior Lodge, No 53 .................
Grantham Lodge, No. CO.................
Captain Cook Lodge, No. 62 .........
Prince Victor Lodge, No. 63 .........
Lord Nelbon Lodge, No. 04.............

11 May, 1550
22 June, 18S0
3 Aug., 1880
11 Oct., 18S0
1881

Nil.
Nil.
Nil.
Nil.

Nil.
Nil.

240 0 ft
107 5 4

Nil.

36 16 S

Pride of Cumberland Lodge ......
Brunswick Lodge ............................

19 Aug., 1673
7 Mar., 1873

Nil,

iNil.

1551

1SS
180)

Cl
47
36
10
S3

42 9 10

3 Nov., 1331

2C 8 Si

17 1
75
1,164 ,1,012

Totals.....................

'17

S3

40 12 Sj

44

23

405 ! 69 1,968
23

\

22

25

2.-10j 18 2*

193
19

20

191 7 fl
352 5

424 9

4k

18,547 S 11$ 13,021 IS 3$
20

3.1
* The bracket indicates that the
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supplied by various Foresters’ Courts.
Disbursements of Five Years,

Sick pay.

Assets
01st Dec.,
Medical
1881.
Attendance Management,
kc.
and Drugs.

£ fi.

£ 6. d.
65 2 0
337 33 3

230 IS
377 17

34 0 0

47 II
89 IS

70 8 0
13 3 6

£ s. d.
48 3 r»
118 13 11
IS 1 0
3S 2 9

252 8 4
175 5 6

80 G l)

1,(114 19 9 1,390 13
301 11 1 4C5 14
119 0
601 11 3 825 10
24S 13 0
50 I

3
6
0

0 12

6

74 9 4
485 2 5

0

209 S 0
602 4 7^
893 2 10

4 0 0

*79 10 0

0 4

670 0 O')
204 O 0 }■ 1,175 10 3
1,028 7 7)
111 G 0> 303 4 10
45 0 Of
2

5,435 7 2
14

Funeral
Gifts.

£ a ri.
94 9. 3
407 3 4

473 17 10

£ fi. d.

340 0 0

540 3 fi
2,405 IS 7

2

2

190 0 O
115 0 0
75 0 O
315 0 0

212 10

£ s. d.

£ e.

d,

fi. d. £
1 8 ...

d.

£ s. d.
14 8 O

1

0 10

107 2 0

1 3 4

31 7 O
186 19 10 256 0 4

12 O
10 0

5 10
45 2

66 8

333 12 O
34 4 0

SS7 12 7 63 17 0
4 9
125 10 4
9 16 24
0 IS 0i
9 14 0
2 12
40 0 0 9C0 7 1
105 2 2^ 11 3 fi
404 1 0 1,288 4 3}
125 4 Oj
4 0 0

S3E U 10

45 2 9

1,044 10 6 I

1

I

0 0
GO 0 0

25 0 0

122 S 7 98 10 0

25 O 0
1

1

8

<J

9G5 13 1187 2 10 127 19 0
3
9
3

122 3 7 as io o

1

1,409 17 6 4,358 9 31401 4 <M 1,503 1 3J 355 5 101483 12 3

0

0 O 68 8 9
O 0

1,400 17 6 2,713 12 9| 401 4 9$ 1,3S2 17 SJ 256 15 I0J 483 12 3
fi
7
6
0
1
1,044 10 6

8,362 10 73 1,250 0 0
19
9

•Levies to District.

property.

0 0

2

',300 3 9i| 3,439 O 9
IS
19

224 13 3
IS 1 4

Bank Furniture,
Other , “i,.. Mort Do^its.1
In hand.
Funds. leaschold gages,

£ s. d. £ B

£ a. d. £ 6. d.

54 15 0

1,565 10 I

00 2 7

Funeral Manage
Fund. ment Fund,

0 0

5,950 37 Of 1,250 0 0
17
9

540 0 6

Sick Fund.

330 is 0)
70 0 0)

15 9 0
40 O O
15 0 0

Investments.
Freehold

Other
receipts.

£ fi. d.

55 10

1,48$ 15 1

Individual Funds, 81st December, 1881.

145* 0 *0

IS
117

124 12 8
149 8 10
97 12 10}
26 2 0
60 19 0
4OS 19 S Oil 15 2
7S IS 10 220 2 4
31 4 G
133 11 11
313 5 3 )
*344 4 9 f 1,022 17 7
10S 18 11
130 G 1
6 6 11
10 14 3
51 8 fl
11 15 11
172 r> 7 1,070 12 9£
2S2 12 41
*493 3 0 | 1,413 S 4
5 0 0
4 0 0

3,370 13 7 5,882 8
12
16

2,064 13 7

Receipts from District.

8

‘

7

I

1

9G5 13 1 212 2 10 127 19 6
3
| 10
3

‘

Lodges of the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society.
Disbursemcnta of Five Years,
Sick Pay and Medical
Funeral Attendance
Donations. ami Drugs.

Receipts

Manage
ment, arc.

front

Assets,

District.

1SS1.

Funeral
Gifts,

Individual Funds, 31 December, 1881.

Sick Fund.

Funeral 1
Fund
ment
runa. 1 Fu|ld

lurestmcntfi.

T/Oaftuhold

Frftprrtr

nnd .Shuras

£ s. d.

£

s. d.

£ s. cl.

£

226 1G 0

094 0 1

1(54 8 0

33S 8 G

241} 0 0

JCiL

358 10 9

1,238 13 S

GG2 0 8

S3G G 11

215 0 0

Nil.

B. d.
433 4 0

270 10 0
355 2 7
330 0 S
474 IS 6J
275 S 10

7GG
529
772
063

10
0
IS
10

7
8
2
0

219
113
172
435

15
18
14
1

19 1,013 12 44
1
277 5 4
1
332 2 0
fl} 230 10 10J

8. d

751 14 11J

540 S

n

200

002 9 2

327
21
99
23

SA

177 O

2

200 0 0

62 IS 7
154 11 0
. 59 9 9
852 17 3

1,357 2 G

3
fl
10
13

fi
0
0

9

4S 7
219 4 8
16 4 G

81G 0 9} 1,002 Ifi 10

265 0 0

33 11 O

24 19 4

191 1 4

472 17 1
104 10 11
104 14 0

470 4 0
Ilfii 19 10
202 0

165 0 0
25 0 0

106 7 0
29 7 2

303 1 10
264 0 6

331 13 c
201 0 9

219 19 11
91 16 4

25 0 0
15 0 0

2fl 5 0

117 0 1

147 17 9

1E1 9 9

Nil.
2 2 0

IDS 0 0
49 14 10

17 4 0
27 » 0

87 17 G

Nil

n 6
221 IS 9

42 14 9
143 15 9

4,957 0 74 10,070 12 " 5,541 19 1
24
24
24
funds have not been separately stated.

125 16 m

0 0
30 0 0
30 0 0

CIS fl 4
272 9 3
419 17 9

23 11 6

00 0 0

00

47 15 0

14 14 G
245 0 3

Furni
ture,
Regalia,
&c.

Nil.
100 0

£ s. d.

£ s. d.

£ s. d.

£ s. d.

312 13 4

20 0 0
0

In hand.

£ fi. d.
5 15 2

100 0 O

Nil. 110 S 9
7 15 2
Nil.
240 18 10
36 0 0

0 0

2C 9 2i 25 0 0

25 0 0

30 S 0

G o’o

0 0

275 7 0
131 8 0
112 16'10

Nil

£ s. d. £ fi. d. £ 9. d.

240 0 0
ICO 0 0
130 0 0

914 IS 3
71 IS 9
499 19 f,
fiO 10 3

Bank
Deposits.

IQ Hall-

.
£

Mort
gages.

FrodinbUrKi

Other

Funds.

ii"i7'‘c
949 14 14

53 2 84
2i*ii

150 0 0

"c

42 10 4 44 13 8
SI 1 7

20

0 0

242 9 8
188 3 10

91 10 4

115 19 8
58 3 $ 27 4 8

i 17 Si

31 10 1
25 0 O
05 10 1

13 10 0

2 ‘o"2

G G 0

40 15 6
40 15 C
34 8 7} 55 0 0
1 5 3A 33 2 10
0,697 IS 3} 2,055 0 0 4,909 3 4 637 14 2 34C 0 8
22
10
19

16 14 114

40 15 6

345 O 0 16 14 114 595 18 1

81 3 0

17 13

2

73

H

248
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Table 6, exhibiting the information supplied hy
"r-l

*oj
e

Name of Lod{fc.

Date of
Establishment

Cg
<g
rH
&
H« dC

u
O

5ki
«2
^ i
'S'
« i

Loyal Union Lodgo ......................
Loyal United Brothers Lodge..........
Loyal St John’s Lodge ................

Jlav, 1S42
.
1S44
15 Out , 1S44

Loyal Wandering Aiinstrel Lodge....

25 Oct., 1S«

Rose of Australia Lodge................

IS Jnu.j 1845

Loyal Kiucora Lodge .................. .
Loyal Balmain Lodge ...................
Lojal Junction Lodge...................

20 Jan., IS47
1S47
23 Aug.,lS5d

True Friendship Lodge..................

0 Aujf ,135!)

132

Loyal Prince of Wales Friend Lodge

9 Apl., I860

60

Loyal Albury Lodge......................
J<oyal Jlurrangong Lodge............... .
Loyal Golden Age Lodge...............
IjOj al St. Vincent Lodge ..............
Bose of Denmark Lodge................

IS Aug.tlSOO
G Nov., 1S61
4 Nov , 1862
28 Apl., ISA")
18(53

77

119
112
142
IDS
112

Loyal Star of the East Lodge.........

G .Tan., 1304

>»

Itoso of Australia Lodge ...............

5 Feb , 1S04

Lojal Rydo United Friends Lodge .
Loyal New England Union Lodge...
Heart and Hand Lodge..................
Loyal Prince Alfred Lodgo............
Loyal Lodge of Unity .................
Stir of the West Lodge No. 1 ......
Loyal Miners Refuge Lodge............

R.

77
400j
325

i-

d
C
w
■30

«d
wCJ
1
w i 338

«

j;
71o
/-i

....

28
63
64

167

81

.

127
480
555

s
21
21

... .

Sick and
Funeral
Fund.

Manage
ment and
Incidental.

9

56

333

8S3 11 7i 2,454 11 5J 2,410 17 4J
1,263 0 3*| 2,519 S 5*
2,680 9 0

nc
GG
42

205
40S
141

3
4
4

2,623 1 3 1,904 0 8 1,596 7 0
620 2,651 14 04,2,523 2 9 2,874 8 0
422 1 G 1,171 11 11 532 15 11

76

133

11

....

20

98

3

....

5

132
iro
140
9ft
121

4
43
2
8

....

ii

67
80
25
36
23

77

111

45

3

137

4

Jr

03

29

17

1

75

IB Oct, 1304
K July, 1865
' 1SC7
2S Aug.,l80S
I SeptilSGS
21 Juno, 1870
IS July, 1870

so

14

17

50
108
Cl
89
44
152
50

Loyo! United Miners I^odgc............

24 Sept.,1870

->

pioneer Lodge No 1.....................

1870

Loyal Tumut 1-iodgc.....................
Loyal Hapiiy Valley Lodge............
IjOyfd Gooo Intent Lodge..............
United Brothers Lodge..................
Loyal Eureka Lodge.....................
Loyal Murrumburrah Lodge.........

17 Apl., 1871
24 Apl., 1872
8 July, 1872
14 Aug'.', 1872
15 Oct! , 3872
30 Apl., 3873

Loyal Star of the North Lodge......
Loyal Pioneer Lodge No. 2............

M

1
7,

1

$5
30
32
116
24

186

7

8
2
4
17
4
S

40

105

11

4S

68

73
88
28
4G
44
30

81

3

os
70
83
74
137
46

fj
i:
i

1,400 G 4
.. .

272 4 6

1,413
1
076
641 ■BOS 797
239
....
....
853
315
195

66
210
63
123
28
17ft
45

46
123
38
35

s

1,161?

4
9
0
14
18

.. ..

•589
■565

215f •790

................

434 14 3

4.**------

17
8
0
16
15
3
3

5 303
fl 1,107
‘ 524
3" 586
34 308
7 1,322
2 301

534 ft 0

IS
4
3
13
4
1
5

!)34 12 10

___________ A

102 4 10

022 7

479
449
33
01
11+
130

620
640
833
324
577
291

10
6
18
15
10
15

(i
4
10
3
7
1

10
11
0J
6"
2
2
11

161 5 0
416
2,065
'096
608
497
2,035
334

3
5
18
IS
12
19
15

11
3
10
10
2
1*
IO

200 10 2

483 0 6
3 8 6

M

40

27

52

i

109 0 2

282 7 0

357 1 2

71
15
34
52

46
8
25

14

9
a
1

171
17
30
CD

435 13 6

060 12 10

Loyal Pride of Minmi Lodge.........

17 Nov., 1877

Lojal Queen of the Vallcj Lodge. .
Loyal Beljcorc Lodge ..................

. 12 Jan., 1873
. 31 Auk-4 18"s
. 11 Oct., 1873
1 Nov., 1878
10 Nov.*, 1873

n’.
K.

N.
R.

$2

7ft 1

12
49

1
i

N.
K.

(i Jan , 1SS0

toyal Star of Pynnont Lodge ......
Loyal Star of Hope Lodge No. 2 ..

. 31 Aug., 1890
24 Sept., 1830

”

Loyal Temora Lodge...................
Western Pioneer Lodge ...............
Loyal Milton Lodge .....................

.

21 Oct, 1SS0
8 Dec., 1880
. 17 Doc » 1SS0

R.

77

37
35
^
70

30
20

2

9i

0
12
0

8
13
8

14

in

RR 1
39

3
6
3
o

52

01

5

S7
44
41

21

10

12

.

23

1
1

40
20

4
1

42

4

59

r,

1

■

Loyal Star of Hope Lodge No, 1 .,.

Loyal Demliquin Lodge ...............

40
12

50

SO

'
....

m

Mfil

23

'»

Nil
Nil.

N.
4 Julv, 1881
5 July! 1881

ft

£

1

2

ft?

22 Aug., 1381

47
fift i ....

4,343

1ft

‘
i
i ....

1

1,550 1,954

i92£

42

60 6,105

350

6,320}

61

22

*

G5G 12 11
202 10 8
ft3 1 4J

345 4 4

229 12 C

S2 1 7

64 13 7$
073 4 G*
111 13 3

104 1 1
27 12 S

45 14

$9 14 S

75 1!) 1
80 19 ll

20 5 4
228 4 0
44 3 3

62 13 3
142 5 9

14 G 0

60 15 7

21 ft 6
7 5 4

lift 1 2
22 0 8

3 15 0

34 19 9

I84f
202*
26J
35
3?
35

3
3

86
42
47
57
52

1

30

Oct., 1881

H.

51

>r

199 13 4

118 13 9

317 18 G$ 690 13 ^
151 1 S' 241 S 9*

48}

1

250 10 6* 320 11 0J
633 19 10 523 7 11

G3 5 1 22S 38 0
27 2 11 241 15 7
72 13 0 1,022 13 6
(«)7 11 7

'.........

12 0 003 IS 3
11 1 06!) 15 4
4 3
679 16 2
6 5 G07 1 8
1C 2 873 1G 5
14 3A 348 5 G

GO 0 0
2 9 S
0
S
10
10

32 4 7
39 19 10

009 3 7

2

0
6
7
10

95 1G 1

4

48
6

i

..

7S1 J3 3 1,220 2 1

8

38

.................

34
4
5
11
10

9

3 Aug., 1875
10 Aug., 1870
G Sept,1876

.

0
15
3
14
15

20

Loyal Border Lodge.....................
Loyal Excelsior Lodge..................
Loyal Star of the South Lodge......

.

625 12 8

251 1 2

307
1,111
'3Sd
1C6
183
*502 671
148

178} ■357

5S7 G 0

9 813 8 10* 1,798
10 1,114 16 0 1,348
5 1,771 fi 7 1,440
8 720 16 0 6ft7
0 740 12 10 1,150

335 6 0

10) ? •400

465
' '
842) 1-531

.............-

325 17 9
530 15 4
...........

S55 14 4 1,002 0 3

1

2 Oct., 1S73

Loyal Crook well Lodge..................
Loyal Victoria Lodge ..................
Loyal Pride of Quirindi Lodge......
Loyal Orphans Friend Lodgo.......
Loyal Happy Home Lodge......... .
Loyal Castlereagh Lodge...............
Pride of the East Lodge...............
Loyal Captain Cook Lodge............
Loyal Star of Picton Lodge .........

39

23 May, 1873
15 Sept ,1873
11 July, 1874
20 Juh! 1874
4 Nov.1,1874
10 Nov,, 1874

Loyal Tingha Lodge.....................
Loyal Teralga Lodge.....................

ios

115
UK

,

....

50

tayal Star of Tnron Lodge............

.

194
293
144

'

Loyal Hose of Richmond Lodge ...
Loyal Star of Peel wood Lodge......
Loyal parkes Lodge.....................
Loyal Star of the West No. 2 ... .

Loyal Pride of Aclamstown Lodge .
Loyal Moss Yale Lodge.................
Loyal Welcome Brothers Lodge__

275

,,

Other
Rceoipte.

£ s. d.
£ s. d.
£ s. d.
£ 0. d.
591 7 5 1,050 3 2 3C5 10 G 372 10 10
2,185 14 1 3,400 13 3 3,830 15 9
3,379 11 91|3,117 19 3 3,131 15 7 1,378 1 10

21

34

1,410 1 023

.Receipts of Five Years.

809

Loyal Southern Cross Lodge .........

24(1

CN . .
s 1 B&JSI
i "g
<0 4) i
'wU §H ( sl l ^fl O^ ?
M
fl (H gs
at
-1c 1stAssets
w r i
January,
“3
rt oa il
1 c> *
1877,
=2 il '3,S
j o ^ Zsi 2~ | ® S c

Decrease
by

...............

........
.................

25C7G 10 10 39S21 5 6 44417 4

ft

3,112 O 0

.U.-10
67

B7

43

21

49

11

53

a, For three years only.

43

65

£5

s

jrr,
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the Lodges of the Manchester. Unity Order of Oddfellows.
1
Dielmraemonts of Five Yenrs,

Sick Pay.

Receipts from District.
Assets at
31st Dec,,
1881,

Medical
Attendance) iMana^cment,
and
c'
Dmgfl. f

£ s. <!.

£ S. <1.

£ 15. d.

£ b. d.

2,115 15 10

509 12 4
2,020 5 5
2,303 0 0

141 10 11
581 IS 2
],380 2 10

565 1G 0
2,747 12 9
C,917 1 0

713 0 3

Other
Receipts.

Funeral
Gifts.
£ s. d.
0 0

Wj

1,721 7 0

1,245 10 O

l,7Hi 6 1

1,359 14 10

S55 0 0

997 1 3
1,124 15 0
1,039 2 6
..........

1,038
2,222
147

120 0 0
035 0 0
72 10 0

834

449 4 1
241
412
673
265
473

7 8
0 G
1 0
7 0
9 8

287 14 0
17C

0 0

101 13 4
725 C 4
iea i 4
107 12 0
4G5 1 fl
IDS 11 O

833
1,083
1,178
457
834

10
10
10
11
fi

0
9
11
0
O

77 9 fi

77 1G

2

609 12

400
1,030
405
500
379
1,310
203

0 7
10 4
10

0

7 0
.H 8
15 1
7 0

184 1 0

712
649
409
303
£51
233

0
11
0
15
0
1

0
0
2
0
»
10

£ 0
24 17 O

220

32
150
07
161
203
074
SO

12

19 0
18 11
3 1

491 11 10
61 3
145
131
fi>
340
77
20

0

r>
2 10
0 5
17 3
2 8
4 0

12

1

11
6

21 10 fi
G5 G 10
101 14 0

250 2 C
213 11 9}
3S7 3 8

C9 7 C
42 12 0

219 10 30
91 18 3
70 2 0

0
10
8

0
200 0 0
100 0 0
145 0 0

45 0 1)
102 10

Ofl I ft
22

85

fl
0

Ifl

0
0 0

0

66 0
110 0

0
0

50 0
25 0

0
0

■s
£ s. it W s. j
~s
T
’ 535 7
|
|
165 0 0
£ 8. d.

210 0 0 1,333 11 G | .
s
000 0 0 il*7S2 10 3 .
40 0 0 8,497 10 2 1
1
340 0 0
140 10 0 1 4S2 11 6 1272 4 0
“N
100 0 0 2,513 10 6 |
45
21

0
0

0
0
0

1G> fl
75 0 0

15 0
60
55

0 0
0 0

25 19 10
20 2 fi

31 7 9
10 12 G

18 7 GJ
45 4 2
17 3 11

28 1 10
82 15 10
53 11 7

1 0 0
46 1 11
47 15 10i

18 io

0

125 2 111
' 499 IS s

0

^ 887 1ft 8
178 1 9

25 0
14 0

101 11
280 0

0

14

8

Ifll

0

9

1

49

55

67

!

1

'

7

10 11
32 12
r»n 4

I .

-----s
~N

143 1G 7

~N
>

7

200 0

0
0

oj

1,300 0
400 S
200

37 fl

37 0 1

3G
in

8

2,484 18
814 10

9

471 12

4

231

6

B

ISO ft

a

0

0 0

1,400 0

77 IS 11

0

250 9
0

0 10

300 0
600 0

11
99 0

112 11 7

0

303 4 1

[
1
(
i
1
|
I
!

..
* *' *
....
15 6 1}

34 13 C

75 0

31S 10 9

8G

4

395'

0

527

6

ft
.
.. ..

0

27 7 0

0

69 1ft

£

51 0 0

0

800 0
250 0

so-!

.........
::::
76 0 fl •

C9 IS ti
394 4 4
10

8

3

4fi

0

SJ

so
60

0

0

40 0
18 10

0
0

12 4
......

93 1 4J

]i

103 14 4i
57 7

6

10

5

6

5 3 3

210 14 Oi
13

0

27 10

76 0
210

20 0 0}

0

9

2,355 9 10 1800(1

0

16 ii
17 3 11
10

■"N

1

£
ni

19 H 0
15 3

6

30 12

8

2110

24 13

fl

0

3 16 o

20

0
7

18

t2C7 15 3 1,300 0

120 0

s " 13 17
r 21 9

23

j
!

--s

' 34 S

S

0

..
18 7 fill
r

8 0 11

32 12 5
108 9 6

55

1

25 2 3

199 13 14
' 135 1 lOi
l
' 06 8 r.il .
IS 3 4

0

900 0
2,320 17

103 13 4

158 11 2

0

201

15 15 10

1

in’is’s

i
DO 0 0

£ fi. d.

49 17 9
N

' 391 7 W
S7 7 0"

141,510 12 11 4,159 11
i

200 0

1,825 14

100 0

G

' 207 12
20 0 0
0

31 0

£ s. d. £ B d.

760 0

540 1G

83 10 10£
417 0 4

0

'

184 10 S
209 0 4
20 11 d
35 3 4
9 2 0
33 10 0
8

■"i

£ s. d

0

35 0

34 7 s

10328 11 1 29,183 17 3 14,274 1

14 11

0

0

21 9 6

201 19 0

| .

Furniture,
Rank
In hand.
Deposits. Regalia,
&c.

and
Leasehold
Property.

£ e. d

15 13 4

Investments.

100

31 7 4

10 11

Other
Funds.

s. d

100 0

1 ,

42 10

10 0

b 0

£

126 13 10

.

' as io ioi
1.1S7 IS 11*
648 1 7j
303 10 0

39 5 I ' 190 0

20 0 9

7 3 10

91 3

0
0

191 7 9*
as 7

24 2 G

2

16 0
27 10

8

24 0 9

“S.

.
|

6

892 11 4
291 13 31

0

238 1C 3
123 10 (14
303 IO 0

11

^ 240 1

20

20 0

MrtnaffG"
inent
Fund.

97 10

33 17

0
0 0

Punchd
Fund.

Sick Fund.

' 197 14

0

0

Nil.
24 1 G
Nil.

..

105 0

292 14 fl

12 0

338 10 ii
52 9 2

11

o

fij

0

n

9 19 0

0

161

SO 8 2}
71 14 0
16 ID 9

0 0

45

0

0

7 1 G
177 G 3
91 O 0

26

201 9

75 0

48 2 fi
4 0 0
28 0 0

.....

455 0 0

527 fi 5

395 IS 7
31 !> fi
159 19 10
16L 0 0

232 11 Hi
26 G S
37S 1 3

42 14

2
0

27; 10

22 6 l>
94 0 9
156 2 8

29

10

199 0 0
13 IB 7

3

GS 9

G29
47
213
383

2
19 3
1 71
9 :t

120 13 3
400 0 6
IOO 12 C

1

200 15

9
G
105 0 2
147 17 4

10

937 30 11
380 12 11

8

31 G

1,272
741
1,219
S91
i,oca

480
1,G04
648
4%
203
1,402
175

0

O

122 10

170

1

17 G
14 G
5 11

12 f.
18 9
12 11
9 11

182 19 O
12
12 6

1,071 13 2
125 7 4
252 1 1
135 G 9
54j 10 11
2

203 3 0

25 17 2
£4 14 G

471 12 4

339 9

873 0 2

2

59 0 £

712 f> S

509 9 4

6

21

0 8
14 1
5 2
IS 10
a Tl
312 19 n

783 2 11

217

1,874 ti

1,481 15 8} 1,782 10 3
4 4
B<19 4 f» 3,5S7 10 2
« 11J
577 1 1 3,493 18 5
0 3
2G2 14 6
SCO 8 9
239 9 i 2,513 10 a
7 11

i

Individual Funds at 31st December, 1SS1.

* .......
- 1
10J 421 3 10 j 1,747 14 £i 2,565 19

41

* Sco note to Table 5.

3

27
t Debit balance.

. 13 1

10459 16
17

9

7,202 13
u

4

439 14 0
12

SOU 12 11}

250
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Table 7, exhibiting the information supplied by

oc
A. ^
Kune of Society.

Date of
Establishment

3*
CJ

PS
Australian Union Benefit Society

1S33

S June, 1843
Australasian Holy Catholic Guild.....................
Oct., 1846
Wesleyan or Protestant Union Benefit Society
1532
Sons of Perseverance Friendly Society...........
Sydney Dcutacher Krankcn Verein—German Asso
cintion...................................................
1833
St. Peter'-s Burial Society ..............................
16 Aug. ,18110
Sydney United Labourers’ Benefit Society ..
13 Dec., 1361
The Day Men’s Mutual Benefit Society—A. A, Col-1
liery Co. Kstablishmout .....................
isoi
1S62
Shipwrights’ Provident Union...................
Wingham Union .....................................
16 Mar. .1803
Duke of Edinburgh Lodge, Ancient Order of Britons| 17 Aug.,ise8
Murray Galley Tent I. 0. Rechabites................... 27 Sop., 1870
United Society of Boiler-makers and Iron-ship
builders of K.S.W, ......................................
„ 1S73
Protestant Mutual Benefit Society *................... .

Nov.,lS7G

Mar., 1878
Bodalla Friendly Society .................................
Captain Cook Tent I. 0. Uechabites.................... 18Junc,137S
Employes'Mutual BenefitSocicty of Newcastle CoalmtningCo................................................... 24 July, 1873
1879
Scandinavian Friendly Society.............................
Swedish Norwegian Association.........................
Blue Mountain Lodge, No. 102 U. A. 0. Druids.... 24 May, 1830
1877
Iron Duke Lodge, U A. O, Druids.................... 16
Australian Catholic Young Women’s Society....... 13 Apr. ,1876
Otl\e Branch Lodge, Grand U. 0. Free Gardeners,
Feb.. 1S81
„ 18(J0
Mudgce Union Benefit Society.............................
Forndalc Mutual Benefit Society......................... 7 Apr, 1879
Feb., 1873
Sydney Marine Benefit .....................................

eg
bT e>
sfc*
« <i G
JS g •n
*->O'-arf £
0>
• +»
C w
"£
'/S'*

Decrease
by
c

o
m
9
V
Vj

EH.
M's.
n

Ol
1-4 £t-r «
O V
rz ^
§2

^ CJ

■2 jz
c —1
^
OJ2 o> o£
K co a
a

1

fl

41

263 10«

SO
21
13 *4

937
136 25
92 Nil

140
33S

11
33

115
376 Nil.

it

129

594

»i
N.
K,

230

ll.

265

»

574
128
106

m

ii

„
N.
K.

ti

340
22
42 13
50
130
S2

n

1,103 IS 5

62 15 0

1,008 13 1

27

4

100

169

1

237 rifle

1,856 4 in
27 0
97 15 11

25

30 Nil.

28
40

28
74

90 0 0

3
6

50

..

i
37
170

L0
10

3
1
s
e>
43

31
09

132 9 5
2,478 19 6
329 14 0 24 1 0

704 14 2

422 16 10
93 10 0

3 OS 19 G
216 10 3

39S 10 7
265 10 2

2,143 2 0

866
25
165
102

-

424 3 7

37

>>

it

£ 6. i
£ s. d. £ s. d £ s. d.
........... (3,243 5 3
2,914 11 9
n
5,72ft 16
15,327 fi 2
1,703 0 7 2,060 4 4
836 13 3 1,408 12 191
002 1-210 1,133 3 3
1,421 11 6 2,453 13 0
392 7 24
47S 10 8

03

is

i

V

240 Nil.

280
28ft
St4
40

181
35
2

i to S9
Receipts for Five Years.
® >, «!§3™
jv Att 1 e
Assets at
E?* 1st January,
1877.
Manage Other
Sick and
O 4fi fi£i
ment and receipts.
C
Funeral
Fund
dS
Incidental.
K”
j* h
2$

3
1

79
131
309

264 12 7

323?
43
160?
317^
2,2265

.......

11.

is
N. 2
u. c

2G

26 2,516 552 1,270 62 4,174 S14
14
S 23 14
17

8

* For one j oar (1881) only.

3,926
7

10,515 1 01 26,333 15 24 8,918 9 U 24 1 0
12
1
12
9

■f” C«

-V

■ ‘

251 . ;
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various bodies not included in preceding tables.
Disbursements for Five Years,

Individual Funds at 31st December, 1881,

Medical
Attendance
end Drugs.

Management,

Assets at
31st
December,
1881-

£ S. d.
SflT 13 2

£ s,
1,320 2

fi

£ s. d.
1,057 4 6

£ s. d.
2t912 16 10

330 10 0
018 13 3

4,641 13 10
772 7 9
705 13 6

6,858 7 7
062 14 10
428 8 5

fl.OOO 6 2
2,007 12 4

510 9 0

1,038 3 10

79S 10 9
539 fl 9

Sick Pay.

A.

s. d. £ s. d,

372 7 0

956 2 1 '

846 11 6

234 18 11

60 17 8

824 9 6
110 Q 6
177 15 0

105 5 0

1,787 7 1
' 10 7 10

40 15 0

218 15 0

136 13 9

£

B. d.

£

s. d.

£ s. d. £ s. J.
2,450 0 0 439 13 0

£ s. d. £ s. d.
23 3 10
6S3 10 1 179 1 11

956 2 1
11,040 0 0

•-N

1,090 0 4} " 1,990 9 4J

43 17 S

143 3 5 '

143 3 5

2 0 0
131 0 0
3 0 0

238 5 QiV

403 1ft 5

,

155 15 11

SS 15 11

147 5 2 '

147 5 2 . 1

........

2ft 8 1
26 10 0

30 10 0
144 8 0

237 12 6
86 10 9

95 12 0 ^
255 3 0

95 12 O
222 0 6

.......

500 8 8

1,126 H 6
41 16 7

253 1 4

107 18 O '
22 0 0

107 IS 0

........

27 15 1
81 S 0

21 19 5
51 4 0

73 5 4 '
18 O 0

73 6 4
8 11 0

159 15 0
300 13 4
2,333 10 0

<].

s.

Freehold
Furniture,
and
Bank
In hand.
Leasehold Mortgages. Deposits. Regalia,
&c<
Property.

5,507 14 2

19 6 3

345 O 0
24 2 0

£

Other
Funds.

....... ' 160 0 0
1,513 10 5 ^ 1,353 10 5
426 13
426 13 OJ

112 12 »

Nil

£

Manage
ment
Fund.

Funeral
Fund.

! Sick Fund,

Investments at 31st December, 1BS1.

...

N
33 2 0
.

s.
0 9 0

*214 4 10
'
'

7,747 11 .5
20

10,310 3 9

13,033 10 0

ii

IS

17,803 4 8$
18

5,157 17 3j 430 2 0} IDS 2 6 1,049 0 0 5,597 14 2 2,460 0 0 488 10 3 1,017 10 1 204 5 ft
10

* At Feb., 1SS2,

486—A

2

2

t Doctor's Fund—Special.

1

1

1

2

S

3

Cl

Table 8.—Summary of District Heturna.

Condition at 1 January* 1877.
Name of Order.

Deaths in Quinquennium.

CO

Payments during Quinquennium.

At credit of separate FiindelSlDecember, 1881. Condition at 31 December, 18S1.

District.
No. of
Lodges. Members.

10
5
Braidwood.................
Goulbum .................
Cumberland ..............
Riverina.............. .
♦Newcastle.................

4
S
1
4
6

560
337
165
602
101
IS 7
423

Assets.

£ s. d.
1,000 15 8
1,292 3 2

Chil
Males. Females dren.

16

277 2 11
2,387 7 10

16
S
17

127 19 11
101 J 7
780 10 4

4
4
10

Funerals.

£ . s. d.
463 0 0

£ a. d.
220 0 0

3
12

205 0 0
675 0 0

1
4

95 0 0
120 0 0
420 0 0

125
269
192
co
200

8
7

8

Total ...........

83

2,470

6,0-13 7 5

SI

43

935

388 1 3
120 15 4
099 0 2

61

27
1

71

2,110 0 C

Hunter River..............

14
G
26

16

66

20 0 0
1,496 0 0

108
1,233

60

Widows and
Orphans.

2,553 0 0

0
0
17
o
0

0
0
4
o
0

1,056 17 4

Management,
fire,
£

b.

d.

110 1 0
235
184
439
292

0
12
7
16

0
7
10
5

1*537 13 0

Funeral.

£ a. d.

291 14 0J
1,481 3 9
183 13 9
177 6 7
1,302 1 4 2
5,396 18

Widows and Management, No. of Members.
Orphans.
Lodges.

£

e.

d.

233 0 1
2,207 16 2
229 12 B
227 9 1
732 19 0
6,558 0 1

£ a. d.

29 11 1
125 4 B
GO 17 7
(tt) 40 17 4
142 0 1
482 6 4

£

6
12
<?>
4
7
4S

220
820
233
. 220
000
8,665

b.

i-l

£8
t*J
g
Kj

Assets.

d.

O
O
w

45

2,270

1,208 2 9

m

43

11

10

20S

102

127
.... |

Independent 0. 0. (established October, 1880)... Sydney........................
Grand Total...........

Not in existence.
S3

4,740

7,251 10 2

This return appears to refer to the Newcastle District, but it ig very indefinite.

(a)

127

8
4
18
14

o
H

7
04
4
7

&4
<o
^-4

'J

'J

12,562 10 2J

a
o
s:

1,764 1 2

1,780 ll 2

26 13 7

*258 1 2ft

33

1,652

2,065 6 111

2,70S 15 2

3,001 0 7

43 10 0

814 3 4

26 13 7

349

02

3,SG3

3,077 1 44

toi 3 S

24

1,619

375 7 O

392 16 2J

134

9,052

17,414 IS 7

7

2J

-iso 0 0

Debit balance.

J

w

'i

§

3,631 0 0

C,3Gfl 0 G

1!

654 5 3
3,814
414
433
2,287

>
S
ej

Total ...........

J

1,060 17 4

4,339 IS 2

9,612 2 OJ

Including goods, £122 4s. 8d.

6,684 19 3

t Including goods, £52 15s.

W
W
hd
O

■i
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APPENDIX A
Information to be furnished by a Society, Lodge, or Branch subscribing or not subscribing for benefits to a District or

Governing Body.
Lodges or Branches in n District.

dC*c
£
a e>

S"C .
■S'E, .

“■ft: I "egg
0

ii « n

Og<
'
2«

i£ v.

|Ef

** <5 <

l^-a
4! h-■

mO*o
_. j-j

•Sc l

n til

h'? o

AmOurtfc of weekly
contribution by
Members for All
purposes.

° IikS fl) c5

c £"5

c

m
8“
od

ISi
c <» 4

3«1

M^ CO gs 'Cl5 ■ g®-s
3.2 t+3
r%, ^M
o-s 0.5 JSti
Sl^

s°

. -ii d> eSg
S o e*

2 £.2 5

J5&
H. d

A

5 S2.S-®
j*« c «a
«rt.S
to

Sick And Funeral

Widows and
Orphans
Superannuation,

If separate ,,.,

Management-, &c.
Moneys received by Society or
Lodgc^Jf kopteeparafce.
divide i if not, enter all In
one column.
Sick and
Funeral.

If the Society is a Lodgo or Branch of a
District, place the Injncfit received by
Branches from said District as below.

' cMS « S 4
Bencfrts that have liecn paid by Societies or Lodges not in a District

Superannua’

Management. Funeral Oifts, Widows and tion or PonOrphans.
si on 1 if
separate.

Funeral.

Sick Pay.

Gifts to Hos
Superannua pitals and sick
tion, if sepa and distressed Widows and
persons 4iv."u
not
Orphans.
rate from sick l/cieoua
entitled to
pay.
benefits.

1877

1877

1877

1877

1877

J877

1877

1877

1877

1877

1B78

1878

1S7S

1878

187S

1878

1878

1873

1878

1878

1879

1879

1879

1879

1S79

1879

1S7B

1879

1879

1879

1S80

18S0

1380

ISSO

ISSO

ISSO

1889

1880

1880

ISSO

IBS l

1S31
Total"

1881

1881

1881

1881

1881

1881

1831

Total

Total

Total

Total

1SS1
Total”

Total

Total

Total

Total

-C
■cS
Cot
3'S

Divido Medical Benefits as below—
■g t

5lllg

*o £*o C
S^-a-S

|s|gl-5

IP
£S:§o!

Hill
el u

Ph =

^

fct

^Si

•-o «'55
u_
m4i-2

l- g V g 43

■g S_
cj-tg£*
o ghJ—y
rijr-o uji

<c 3r,
m
</}

Pho
-5; S3 £ ^

W •3= ^k,»-i^S^ «£K
■£.5
G CJ TS Cl

W}1- , «
rt P>^ VS- S3>
ay_3 O
«
£
-5§g

i is.s|

PCS

6g!&!
sg* 1

lIlH
0

«

fH
flO o^,
o s* o
g'bS

■S.S 9

£ a&

71tf =

1877

1877

1877

1877

1877

1877

1877

1S73

1878

1S7S

1S7S

1878

1878

1S7S

1878

1879

1879

1879

1879

1879

1879

1879

1879

1830

1550

1880

1389

1880

1880

1880

ISSO

1SS1

1551

1SS1

1881

1SS1

1881

1881

1831

Total

Total

Total

Total

Total

Total

Total

Total

Trustee.
(Date)-

Funeral Fund
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Enter assets of the Society to end of
1831, as follows :—

^ PremdiTig Officer.

(Seal)

<3 ?

5

1877

-Secretary*

! 2- d S

Hg

£

We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the returns here
furnished are correct, ami in accordance with the books and
accounts of the Society,—

tl
; or
« 5 v e-*3

....................

Sick Fund............................
Supcrantmatiion Fund

..

Widows and Orphans Fund

..
..
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APPENDIX B.
Name and address of Society—

,

How long in existence ?
Average number of Members in each of the last five years,—taking the number good at end of each quarter, and
dividing by four for the year:—

1877.

1878.

1879.

1880.

1881.

Number of weeks Sickness in each year: —

Amount paid for Sick Pay in each year:—
d.

d.

d,

Number of Members joined in each year:—

Accumulated ages of the joining Members, being their ages added up for each year:—

Number of Members, Wives and Children, who have died in each year, giving their added ages:—

Number of Members at the present time, and their accumulated ages, in years only:—
No.

Ages

APPENDIX C.

IF
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APPENDIX C.
Royal Commission appointed to inquire into all matters relative to Friendly and Benefit Societies—Hon. J. S.

Farnell, M.L.A., President.

Information required from and to bo furnished by a District or other Groverning Body over more than one Branch.
Arc you buIi- What levies' State 1
ject to any do you pay janiouut of
Superior body to said body, benefits
jof your order; and what Tucoivcdin
'if so, name it.
for.
I return.

Name.

Are the levies
paid todistrict
fixed, or as per
vote of Officers
or Delegates.

How many Brandies
in District, and how
many Members in

Total

O C c >*>

How many of either sex
have died in each of
five years?

© ep©
SG5

a

£ s. d.

Total..

£ s- d.

Total

Dhidc Expenditure of Management Fund as per following heads

State money and then value
of all property belonging to State money ajid present value
District at commencement of of property belonging to District
the j-car 1S77 I
at end of the year 1S8I.

S go

Funeral
Management
Widows and Orphans
Superannuation
District Sick Members'
Fund
Total
We, the undersigned, do hereby certify
that the returns here furnished are correct,
and in accordance with the books and
accounts of the Society.

Secretary.

Trustee.

Trustee.

Here state how many Trustees the District has, Here fully describe any pro]
and what Bond (if any) is required of Treasurer or and state freehold or leasehold.
other officer.
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Evidence of Mr, Alex, Olivet':—Is Registrar of Friendly Societies; the Act under which he registers
Friendly Societies is the same jib that under which he registers Building Societies ; informs the Com
mission that under the Act Friendly Societies are obliged to submit certain returns, and that many
Societies have done so in many instances, and regularly, but a great many others have not done so ; the
Manchester Unity and Foresters, and other large Orders forward their returns punctually and in a good
form, and many Societies, especially country ones, send in utterly unintelligible returns, and regrets that
a great many send in none at all; considers that the Act requires each Lodge to send in its own returns;
does not know anything of his own knowledge of their interna! government as between District and
Lodge or Grand Lodge and Districts ..
,,
...
...
...
...
...
,,.
,,, pa^g j
. Remarks that the law does provide that there should be an annual return laid before Parliament,
but it has never been done; lias no objection to explain the reason why the law has not been obeyed as
regards laying these returns before Parliament; proceeds to explain the reason in detail; thinks that a
reasonable way of getting over the difficulty (want of clerical assistance) would be to cast the duty
mentioned on the Statistical Branch, i.e. the Registrar-General; thinks it will eventually be necessary
to have an actuary attached to the Department, therefore the sooner the better; has a very large amount
of correspondence with the Societies over their yearly returns ; not very much this last year, but says that
ho must liave given a matter of three or four hundred opinions in writing on the construction of the Act;
is ot opinion there is no general uniformity, except with the large Societies ; each Order has a perfect
right to frame its own rules; there is a general understanding that the rules so framed shall be approved
of by the proper officer of the District; states bo can supply the names of all registered Societies to the
Commission ...
...
...
...
...
...
_
_
2
From the returns sent in to him, he could not compile one that would he of any use; speaks of
Sir Staflord Korthcote s last Commission; describes what the fees prescribed by the Act in the second
Schedule arc; is aware that complaints against these fees have been made; returns of chief value are
those made by Manchester Unity, tho Grand United Sons of Temperance, &c. ; thinks each of these
Orders ought to he compelled to appoint a sort of Returning Officer; statement of respective expenses
of the large Orders.............................................................................................................................................
3
Thinks all litigation is vexatious; it has been held in England by District Courts and Justices,
that all disputes should bo settled out of Court; recommends annual audits by Government officers
as beneficial to these Societies ■ certainly thinks it is as important that the actuarial aspect should he
attended to as the legal aspect, when a Society is registered . .
...
. .
...
...
...
4
. ■ . -Any rules submitted for registration should come up to some settled point in relation to the con
tributions and insurance benefits ; the pro rata contributions are open to one or two objections, but thinks
there are advantages ; there are not many Societies which exist unregistered; is officially not aware that
the Societies here are upon an unhealthy basis ; the present Act in reference to the returns is defective in
jts operations; points out what would be necessary to form a new legislation ; would be glad to prepare
suggestions; Registrar has power now to deal with Societies failing to comply with the law; gives an idea of
the M.U. returns for last year; has uo control whatever over unregistered Societies; occupied position of
Registrar for eight years; total amount of fees received would be considerably under £500; fees are
given,by the Act to the Registrar; thinks £2,000 a year would bo necessary to conduct the business of
these Societies
..
...
...
.
...
...
__
_
__
g
Thinks that any practice by which the Registrar keeps his fees is a wrong one; in England now
there are no fees; Registrar lias to send returns to Parliament; returns have never been made; cannot
say how many Societies he has registered during his registrarship; Mr. Greville has charge of the
Department in Victoria ; Mr. Hayter is the Statist; considers that the returns of Lodges or Societies
should bo handed to Government Statist for registration in proper form; that Department performs all
other statistical work of the Colony ; where a Society has shown that it is badly conducted, aud that it is
in an insolvent condition, the Registrar-General might investigate the accounts or authorize their investi
gation by some reliable person; gives bis opinion as to Societies in this Colony as compared with those in
England
.................................................................................................................................
...............
q
Mr. Oliver’s further evidence:—Provision is made in the present Act for certain returns to be
transmitted annually aud quinquenially; the majority of the members of some Societies are lumpers; there
are others in which the whole of the members are miners, coal and tin miners ; others in which the item
“ accident” is very much move common than in some of the Societies composed of an average number of
persons following different pursuits, none of which are dangerous to life; speaks of Dr. Farr’s tables of
mortality ; there arc forty or fifty different kinds of occupations; number of Lodges sent in no returns at
all; no doubt about a penalty having therefore been incurred ; the most cases are those which send in
unintelligible returns; explains the result if these Secretaries were prosecuted ; quotes 45th section of the
Act, and also 78th section, relative to penalties and fines imposed by this Act; for 1879, out of about 450
Societies, 244 furnished returns; considers that pretty good, but regrets that out of a total number
approaching 500 only 204 complied with the Act for 1880; has been a falling off of forty Societies in the
year, but compared with the first few years the Act was iu operation it shows a large increase ...
7
Proposes
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Proposes that the course now pursued hy the Manchester Unity, as regards returns, should he
adopted by the Sons of Temperance; considers by the adoption of such a course the difficulty in connec
tion with returns would be overcome, provided officer had sufficient control over the Society ; all papers
in connection with Friendly Societies have been reduced to order; fees received for this work have not
averaged £70 per annum; the number of members of registered Friendly Societies would not‘be much
over 30,000; for each head of a family the statistics give at least four individuals ; that would be 120,000
souls affected; taxation per bead in round numbers is about £3 ; produces memo, used by Mr. Abigail in
Legislative Assembly when asking for Select Committee ; is of opinion that an actuary should bo associated
with the Department, for the purpose of controlling tables and valuations ; does not think the tables of
voluntary contributions to a Society should be wholly under the. control of an actuary ; thinks an alter
native might he provided; explains why ; thinks the mortality tables are sufficient for all purposes... _ 8
Is aware that the sick and death rate varies very much in the different Societies ; sickness being
from i of a day up to 5 ,V„- days, and deaths from 1.'33 to 19 04 ; believes it to he a fact that the large
Societies have increased their capital—notably in Victoria ; it is so in England ; as regards America he
has no information ; believes that considerable amounts have been spent in unprofitable litigation ; the
14th clause of the Act, “ settlement of disputes,'” is not clear ; does not think the j urisdiction of the Courts
should bo ousted ; explains his reason for submitting that Lodges should have the alternative of making a
levy when the sums fall below a certain amount; is in possession of all the reports in reference to actu
arial calculations instituted by the English Gfovernmcnt; cannot find up to the present time any set of
tables prescribed by regulations to govern tho English Societies or any of them ; is aware that very
elaborate calculations have been made to regulate the various trades, and that from them most of the
tables have been compiled ; is inclined to think they rely more on valuation than upon contribution rates ;
has seen Tidd Pratt’s and Veison’s tables ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
9
Has no recollection at present of any Societies registered that have a gradual cd scale of payments ;
in the event of young members withdrawing from a Society, if there were a graduated scale of fees they
would he very lightly handicapped ; quotes what the younger men now say ; thinks the matter of con
tributions should not cease to be voluntary, and a pity to prescribe any hard aud fast scale and say that
it must be adhered to; should be left to the Societies themselves; explains why; gives his idea of
graduated scale; think Public Auditors make the valuations upon which English Societies are based;
they are called in the English Act Public Auditors ; presumes they have some system of appointment of
these Public Auditors ; cannot say whether the returns furnished to tho Manchester Unit}7 were the same
as those to other Societies; he directed that the same should be sent; promises to show the two forms of
returns on his next appearance before the Commission ; reads memorandum showing the number of
Lodges within each Order, the number which sent in ref urns for 1879 and 1880, and also those in
default; explains insertion of bracket by Mr. Scott on a certain paper...
...
...
...
... 10
Explains meaning of word i: miscellaneous” in return ; gives names of some miscellaneous
Societies
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 11
Examination of Mr. Oliver resumed:—All regulated Societies do not send in returns on the forms
furnished by his office ; the Societies generally have wished to submit their returns in a form that suits
themselves; relates difficulty in getting regular returns ; names some Societies who have sent in returns
on forms of their own arranging ; explains presumptive cause which made the Manchester Unity to appear
on the list with the medical expenses substracted from the management expenses ; the whole gist of the
question “ would not the subtraction of the cost of doctor and chemist from the management expenses, say
40 to 45 per cent., place the real management expenses of some of the Societies very far below those of
the Manchester Unity,” depends upon the data; if that principle be applied it would reduce the real
management expenses of some of the Societies to S per cent. ; gives example ; Bathurst District of the
Manchester Unity did not send in a separate return for 1880 or the first half of 1881
...
... 11'
Kequircmcnts of tlm law regarding tho rules of a new Society; has not heard that nine-tenths of
the Societies under him are insolvent; lias heard that it has been stated that a good many of them are
insolvent; his opinion of such a statement is that there is no solid foundation for it; presents a return
showing the number and names of Societies that have dissolved from bis oflice during his term of office;
so far as he can remember the cause of dissolution has really been insolvency—that insolvency has been
admitted by the Societies seeking to dissolve ; knew of a division in which there was a good round sum
divided after making good ad claims—£170 or £180, as far as he can remember; mentions the fact of a
Society which dissolved with a much larger amount, namely four or five hundred pounds; affords his
opinion of the late recovery hy law of large contributions
...
...
...
...
...
... 12
Does not think—to be consistent with the opinion formerly expressed—that there should bo auy
such thing as enforced payment; thinks special levies fund would he a valuable addition to a Society’s
security ; gives his opinion as to whether new Branches that sometimes offer certain inducements above
others that have been otherwise certified to members to join should be punishable ; quotes 6th clause of
the present Act; points out why it must apply to Benefit Societies receiving contributions ; explains how
a Society can be registered before it receives money ; gives his advice as to whether a new Act should
provide that a statist should be employed to collect returus; regarding disputes between members, they
should be confined to arbitration ; bis opinion that that Board of arbitration should take something of the
form of the Marine Board ; his views as to minority, should he able to appeal and have power to prohibit
expenditure that would be tlionght injurious to the Society
...
...
...
...
...
... 13
His ideas as to a penalty for false returns; remarks as to offer of present appointment by
Sir George Imies; believes that all actuaries are attached to Life Offices hero; his views as to the opinion
of the actuaries of Great Britain, relative to present rate of subscription and benefits generally vouchsafed ;
has heard that the benefits are grossly in excess of the rates, or that the rates are insnfficient to secure the
benefits ; thinks a considerable amount of variation would be required iu the framing of a new Act; in
1880 there were a number of defaulting Lodges, a quantity being Metropolitan Lodges ; regarding the
infliction of fines on defaulting Lodges ; explains meaning of “ management expenses per pound of total
income” in top of column in return...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 14
Is empowered to make the penalty for non-submission of return, but then the question comes what
fixes the penalty ; has some reason to suspect that plenty of Lodges are dissolved without his knowledge
of it; his sanction is required if a Society is to bo legally dissolved ; respecting appeal Boards outside of
the Societies; relating to peculiarities in all Eriendly Societies ; has heard that there are several Friendly
.
Societies
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Societies in active competition at cheap rates ; would be of advantage to Registrar to know this under a
new Act; his opinion as to joining members being admitted into a Branch or Lodge on payment of half
fees ; his views with regard to special levies ; his proposition in the event of the funds of a Lodge falling
below a certain proportion; would be a dangerous safety-valve by itself, but not if taken in conjunction
with a statutory scale of benefits and contributions ; would not then be dangerous ; would be very
beneficial if all Lodges in New South Wales could he got to try aud agree to something like a sliding
scale
...........................................................................................
..................................................... yg
, , Has seen it stated in the English reports that tho most successful Friendly Societies in Great
Britain adopt this scale; cannot say positively whether the Victorian Act is imperative as regards the
ages oi all joining members should be given in the returns; would be quite enough work for a permanent
Registrar to keep him occupied if he were to carry out the idea of being Standing Counsel to tbe Societies ;
explains meaning of “ Standing Counsel”; is aware that there are sectarian and non-sectarian Societies ;
remarks respecting the distinction of tho two Societies ; hia opinion as to forfeiture of insurance benefits
when sectarian rules .are broken ; explanation of the counectiou between the sectarian principle and the
Society itself; regarding the cheap rate of fees, cheap rate of entrance charged by competitive Societies ;
date when this sort of competition first originated ; the returns of Manchester Unity are always very well
submitted—never had occasion to find fault with ihem; difficulty in the submission of returns might have
been avoided if the Orders had the power of inflicting a heavy fine on Lodges failing to send in their
returns ; would be better to have the compulsion conic from the Order than from any Government officer ;
is aware the Manchester Unit}' has a fine of two guineas; is not a statutory fine ; would make it
statutory
..........................................................................................
_
_
............................
Knows of no provision in the Act by which a fine contained in a rule can bo enforced; the only
compulsion apparent is expulsion ; in favour of referring everything to arbitration; is of opinion, con
sidering the importance of Eriendl} Societies and great saving they must ho to the Stale, that their rules
should be registered free of cost; reports of Friendly Societies being permitted to go through the mails
post free is a question of policy for the Government; respecting the division of the funds of the bodies;
decision of .Judges in Victoria regarding the breaking up and division of the funds without the consent
of the grand body ; question as !o advisability of the introduction of something of the sort here ;
appointment of arbitrators ; considers tho experience of the best and oldest Soeiciics would be a very safe
guide in fixing the proportion of contributions to benefits ; information so derived would bo from Societies
which adhered uniformly to their own rules; Registrar’s Office no way responsible for the working of tho
Society ;^may be launched on the best possible scales, and yet be wrecked in a couple of years by extrava
gance ; bricndly Societies have auditors of sufficient prudence to audit their hooks without going outside ;
exception to this rule when valuing the interest of a member ; does not think tho annual return sheet is
perfect; is capable of improvement even ^ at the present time; is aware that pro rato Friendly Societies
here give greater benefits than those in Great Britain; in Lodges registered under the Act in Great
Britain medical benefits arc provided only to those who pay the contributions........................................17
Has found some of the general Lodge rules out of construction; has not the power to make
rules, nor the power to alter them ; Mr. Ludlow. Registrar of Friendly Societies in Great Britain, em
powered to do so under the Act; recommends it here within certain limits ; regarding Friendly Societies
Act affording power tq trustees to lend money on mortgage; Mr. Oliver’s opinion thereon; did not draft
the present Act; received it as a sort of heirloom or remnant; explains what happened practically; added
the Building Society Law, and the Co-operative and Trading Society Clauses to the Bill; made no altera
tions in the portion relating to Friendly Societies ; has worked this Act since it became law up the present
time ; his opinion as to the adequacy of this Act in regard to Friendly Societies ; his knowledge as to
stability and financial condition of the Societies Act now totally inadequate; thinks it desirable that a
Board of Arbitrators should he established for the purpose of dealing with the internal disagreements of
Friendly Societies ; the Board with the exception of Registrar being composed of members identified with
tho various Societies ; majority of tho Societies have a council, or district or governing body, each District
nominating one of its members to constitute such Board ; Mr. Oliver’s proposal to offer a few suggestions
in writing on that subject ; has been considerable competition amongst Friendly Societies within°the last
two or three years ; question whether Mr, Oliver if possessed with the power as Registrar would register
a Society with a scale of fees, and giving benefits such as exhibited in a certain document; have had a
few cases, in fact very few, of subordinate Courts or individuals or Lodges connected with Societies,
seceding from their Districts
...
..
...
...
..
...
...
...
.
...
qg
. . Thinks stability of subordinate Courts would he more assured hy their identification with their
Districts; question if it would he a good piece of legislation to make this compulsory in any new law;
confession of Mr. Oliver of not seeing at present the necessity of the restriction ............................
19
Evidence of Mr. Edwin Eewis Scott:—Is Clerk to the Parliamentary Draftsman, nominally Secretary
tq Registrar of Friendly Societies ; was never appointed to that office ; in receipt of no salary under the
Friendly Societies Act; statement in regard to tho qmnctuality or compliance with the law m reference
to returns made to the Registrar by the different Friendly Societies; since supplying the various Societies
with forms they have been more punctual; has communicated with the Grand Secretaries of the Orders
requesting their attendance to the requirements of the Act in that respect; gives reason for thinking that
it would bo better under any circumstances that returns from the various suhordinato Lodges should come
through the Grand Lodge ; it would certainly facilitate matters very much more if the Registrar had to deal
only with the Grand Lodges ; explain reason why ; advocates having uniformity in reference to mode of
distribution of funds; would assist actuarial jirocess of investigation to make provision for the furnishing
of the ages and occupations of tho members and ages at death ; preparation of returns from the most
recent documents of Lodges, places of meeting, and Secretaries’ names (See Appendix B)...............
19
Passing of by-laws through Mr. Scott’s hands ; examines all by-laws and rules, and sees that the
requirements of the Act are fulfilled; relates what the Act prescribes that the rules shall set forth ;
increase of Friendly Societies; uniformity in the rules in reference to the amount of dues demanded from
members ; Registrar having no power to refuse registration on certain grounds ; his opinion as to allowingibe Societies to settle all differences amongst themselves, cases being better dealt with amongst ihe
Societies themselves, considers there should ho a final Court of Appeal to deal with this matter; points
out that the Societies have no right to spend money in legal expenses,..
...
...
...
20
Suggests that the Registrar would be tbe best man as Chairman in tho Appellate Board made
486—t
mention
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mention of; is clearly of opinion that there should he a distinct Department to deal with these mailers ;
suggests that no Order should have the power to suspend its benefits; points out where the Act is defec
tive3; considers the time has arrived when new legislation is necessary; believes the Friendly Societies
abolish a great deal of pauperism; question regarding (Appendix C): time fixed for sending in of returns;
liability of Secretary of a Lodge under Gtli section of Act; Societies working without being registered;
defectiveness of returns arising more from ignorance than wilfulness on part of Secretaries
21
Question anent Societies failing to submit returns; question relative to suspension of sick pay;
mentions fact of Accident Societies proposing to afford greater benefits, on less contributions, than other
ordinary Societies; Lodges mixing up management expenses with expense for doctor and medicine;
Societies registering the general rules of the Order and then their by-laws; is compulsory that every
Lodge or Division should register itself; would be a great advantage if ail Orders bad a code of rules,
rendering them uniform through the various Branches ; states one of the chief defects of the laws ; com
pulsory registration workable; speaks of certain Loyal Orange Lodges not being registered; large amount
of improvement would be borne by the Act; thinks there should be a plain distinct Act for the Friendly
Societies
.........................................
_...........................■■■ ,
................
................
^
Manchester Unity makes returns in pamphlet form ; describes in what respects the present Act is
defective ; question how the Act should be amended to afford security to members; Mr. ScoU suggests
an official investigation of the accounts of the various Societies ; would advocate that contributions should
not be sued for ; present Act interprets that contributions may be sued for ; successful maintenance of
several such suits; Act would not be defective so far as Sydney is concerned; Act requiring that the
return made by Friendly Societies should furnish not only the number of members of every Society, but
also the separate returns of every Order ...
...
;.. _..................................................................
23
Number of Lodges in existence, as approximately given in return; number of defaulters; states number
of Lodges of certain drders who have failed to conform to the requirements of sec. 45 ; question respecting
preparation of tabulated return, showing income, expenditure under various items and balance in hand ;
is in favour of contributions being uniform, provided benefits are uniform; states number of Lodges shown
to have sent in returns for 1S80; penalty placed on person working or receiving any money without regis
tration, 45th clause in Part II of the Act, making it imperative on Societies to send every five years a
return of the rate or amount of sickness or mortality .................................................... ;
... 24
Difference of funds ; Act does not afford any power to inflict a penalty on Societies which neglect
to give him (Mr. Scott) the returns in accordance with prescribed forms; Societies do send in returns
exhibiting the death, number of sick, period of sickness and amount of sick pay; Lodges dissolving with
consent—provision in tbe Act for so doing ; question of Societies breaking up for want of funds; irregu
larity in returns sent in by a certain Society ; question relating to tbe publication of a large amount of
returns sent in properly by tbe Societies serving very largely the purposes fox which tbe Commission is
instituted; separation of medicines and medical attendance from management expenses, resulting through
some of the Societies protesting against the form in which the returns were called for; examination of
rules sent in; their return if not in conformity with the Act; it has never been _ a rule in office tq accept
rules at once on account of the fact of theix issuing from a certain quarter; describes mode of examination;
considers the recovery of contributions by law unjust; explains reason why.........................................25
Does not recommend, in any new Act, no power to recover for contributions ; is aware of several
registered Societies maintaining a pension or superannuation fund; is in favour of the election of a
number of persons from tbe Boards of the Societies by tbe Societies themselves, and their being a final
Court; considers a Board of five or six including the ^Registrar would be sufficient; compilationqf
Manchester Unity returns; is in favour of the M. Unity system of compiling returns; would assist him
if other Orders did the same ; question of arbitrators; Manchester Unity rules being perfect; Societies
having it within their own power to form a Board to deal with all questions that arise; independent Board
being°biased; Societies carrying very trifling matters into Court; gives instance; Societies saying so
much in pauperism annually; cause of non-submission of quinquennial returns; Registrar considering
it should be a principle laid down that tables of fees taken from members afforded be included in the
rules; Mr, Scott’s approval of same, provided it is formed on an actuarial basis; mode of action in
in event of Society failing to meet its obligations under such a regulation .........................................
26
Mr. Edwin Schofield's evidence-.—Is Secretary to tbe Manchester Unity Order of Oddfellows; heldtbat
position some five or six months, six months probably; successor to Mr. Q-. F. Sutton; makes some
explanation which would probably throw some light on the position occupied by him on that day; is in
possession of all books connected with the Board-room, but not of all those connected with the Society ;
working of the ramifications of the Society; inability to furnish Commission with return showing ages of
persons on joining the respective Lodges as there is no record ; declaration as to age and occupation to
be made by persons on joining the Order; fixed scale of fees decided upon by the Annual Movable
Committee; independent power of that Committee in fixing scale of fees; decision of payment of
contributions by Lodges, provided decision is not contrary to general law ; question as to what general
law is; explanation thereof ; principles upon which these contributions are calculated; production of
general law (amended) ; rules adopted at Annual Movable Committee, 1880, and rules of tbe Independent
Order of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity, Friendly Society, revised by Grand Master and Board of
Directors and adopted by the Birkenhead Annual Movable Committee and amended by succeeding
Annual Movable Committee, 1877 ; authority he (Secretary or the Grand Lodge) has over District or local
Lodges; position of Grand Lodge to that of local or District Lodge in the event of one of the Lodges
becoming, as it were, insolvent; responsibility tbe Grand Lodge has in respect to subordinate Lodges in
the event of subordinate Lodges being unable to meet their engagements; the subordinate Lodges
are not represented at the annual meeting of the Grand Lodge; explanation thereof; definition of
what a District is; number of Lodges in the Sydney District; Grand Lodge never coming in direct
dealing with an individual Lodge, correspondence or attempts to approach Grand Lodge being accomplished
through the District; individual Lodges not sending representatives to the Grand Lodge; illustration of
there being no direct connection between the Grand Lodge and the subordinate Lodges ; certificate
of age in event of death of a person in connection with tho Order ; existence of sliding scale of initiation ;
non-existence of sliding scale of contributions in this Colony
...
...
...
, **•
... 28
Loan of money from one fund to another; rules, by-laws, regulations, and original documents
relative to Manchester Unity Order of Oddfellows; annual returns, embodying returns of tbe subordinate
Lodges;

C
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Lodges; verification of returns; gross value of Lodge and District funds; question if ramifications
of the Society arc connected with any other country or Colony, probable liabilities in reference to claims
upon the sick funds; meeting engagements in the event of an emergency arising and exceptionally
heavy claims being made on the funds ; total expenditure for 1881; total income for the samejrnar... 29
Nine Districts in Colony in connection with Manchester TJnity Order of Oddfellows; Councils
known as Grand Annual Movable Committees; payments for their services to Directors and officers
of the Order; payment of costs of the Annual Movable Committees ......................................................30
Attachment of importance to returns ; operation of Friendly Societies Act; highest and lowest
contributions paid ; regulation of benefits in return for the various contributions ; any fund in the hands
of the District, or Grand Master, or Board of District, which could be come upon for sick-pay and other
benefits iu event of any Lodge failing to meet its engagements; regulation of contributions to Widows
aud Orphans Fund
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 31
Each individual Lodge fixing its own rates of contributions; length of- existence of Order in this
Colony; Grand Lodge does not call in actuary to see whether accumulated surplus of previous years is
sufficient to meet probable contingencies, although done in England; suggests improvement upon the
form of return at present so ught for by the Eegfstrar ; in vestro ent of Grand Lodge and District Funds... 32
Guidance of District Trustees; makes valuable suggestion surrounded by matters of considerable
importauce in connection with Friendly Societies; separation of contributions to tbe Management Fund
from the Sick Fund and Widows and Orphans Fund; division of contributions under stated heads;
willingness to afford Commissiou benefit of his experience as to the manner in which the Friendly Societies
Act might be improved
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 33
Adoption of sliding scale as means for overcoming certain difficulties; defectiveness of the Act in
several respects; its possessing many beneficial powers if they were only put into force; particulars in
which he regards it as defective ; general law providing punishment for the violation of the law ; practice
in the Order in regard to annual return from each individual Society......................................................34
Practice in cases when the accounts have been mixed up ; each District managing its own Funeral
Fund ; benefits not uniform ; initiation fees not uniform when below a certain scale ; registration of
Grand Lodge rules’being sufficient for all purposes ; corresponding Secretaries registering separately and
distinctly for all subordinate Lodges ; disapproval of a uniform system of rules and by-laws, from his
experience in another Society; dealing of matters in dispute ; undesirableness that Lodge disputes should
appear in the District Courts; illustration of a case or that kind; power under the present Friendly
Societies Act to enforce payments of arrears of contributions on the part of members; considered an unwise
provision ; suggests an amendment; Courts of Appeal considers it would be injudicious to form au inde
pendent Court; question of delegates from various Friendly Societies being a reliable, independent, and
qualified Court of Appeal; disfavour'of such a system ...
...
...
...
...
...
... 35
Payment of 6d. per week to tlm Funeral Fund, whether sufficient to meet all demands upon that
Fund; is of opinion Gd. a week is amply sufficient; liabilities under the Funeral Fund; opening of
Strangers Eefuge Lodge in Sydney, in connection with Liverpool District of Oddfellows in England;
opinion as to qualifications of Secretaries........................... .
...
...
................
36, 37
Evidence of Mr. John Gelding ;—Occupies position of District Officer in connection with the Odd
fellows ; some of present Friendly Societies Act is very defective indeed ; makes statement in respect to
defectiveness of 44th clause, <fcc. ; Trustees who had the power of mortgages should also have the power of
releasing estates; believes penalties for non-fulfilment in regard to returns quite sufficient if they are acted
up to ; is of opinion Societies should have exclusive legislation for their management; has known of Lodges
in Sydney District raise their contributions because they found themselves going back ...
...
... 37
Is of opinion Branch Lodges form part and parcel of the whole body ; is in favour of arbitration
being confined to bodies themselves ; subordinate Lodges do grant relief under the head of “distress gifts”;
has never found anything wrong in the Lodge audits ; believes members should not be permitted to join
more than one sick benefit Lodge; explains why annual return sheet should be greatly altered ...
... 38
The rates of a good many of the Societies are not sufficient to meet the requirements ; does not think
it is a wise tiling to permit funds of a Society to be expended in building halls ; in many places Societies
have only public-houses to meet in ; thinks if in such places they could get halls it would be a great
advantage ; has been connected with the Manchester TJnity Oddfellows for many years; has had thirteen
years experience as Distiict Officer; has studied the Order very materially during that time; movable
Lodges may be held in any Districts in the Colony of New South Wales that may be carried by resolution
at their annual movable conference; there is just the same governing body in the Districts as that in the
head-quarters Lodge ...
...
...
...
,,,
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 39
They are bound by the constitutions of the Order as a whole; respective Lodges under his Order
have power to make their own by-laws and fix their own amount of sick-pay and contribution and so on; all
subordinate Lodges submit their by-laws or rules to the Distiict Secretary; there is no responsibility attached
to governing body in reference to financial position of subordinate Lodges; an Oddfellow from England
could join the medical list of one of the Lodges here and thereby receive medical attendance ; he pays no
more for the privilege than an ordinary member does iu New South Wales ; receives no contribution what
ever from his mother Lodge in the old country, as regards medical benefits; there would be no trouble in
furnishiag Commission with a return showing ages at which persons entered the respective Lodges and ages
of persons who have died as members of the Society for last five years ; it would be very valuable indeed to
have the ages of members of Lodges when they entered the Order, and at their deaths, in order to have an
actuarial calculation ; there are a good many defects in present law that require amendment; most of
the Societies have violated 41, 43, and 47 clauses; suggests in an amended law, the doing away with
altogether of practice of signing document when registering an amended rule, stating that that amended rule
is in conformity "with tlie law’s relating to the Friendly Societies and swearing it before a Justice of the
Peace; there ought to he a separate Department to deal with this matter of Friendly Societies...
... 40
In all constituted Societies like these large ones, three courses are open for a member to go through,
the Lodge, the District, and the high governing body ; after member has exhausted these three he has got
as much natural justice as any Court of Law would give him ; no Courts have attempted to upset the de
cisions of the governing bodies ; the fact shows that, substantial justice is done ; in dealing with single
Societies auy members aggrieved at the decisions of the highest governing body might have the power of
nominating
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nominating from other Societies one or more members to whom the dispute could be referred ; there has
never been an actuarial calculation of rates and terms in his Society ; believes the fid, to the Sick and
Ihineral Funds has been adequate to meet all payments for sickness ; in country Lodges in healthy places it
has been found more than sufficient; should malfc it imperative in any fresh legislation that all metropolitan
and suburban Lodges should pay not less than 6d. ; in some country Lodges it would be quite
sufficient, many of them are saving a large amount of money out of that Gd., while Management Fund
in meantime goes beliind ; every member in Society is levied so much per quarter to keep up the Funeral
Fund..........................................................................................................................................................................41
Funeral donations for a member, £■ 20; a member’s wife, .£15; m aximmn of sick pay, 21 s. a week first
six months, 15s. for second six months, and 7s. 6d. for next six months ; after that some mutual arrange
ment is come to ; books, vouchers, property and cash of a Lodge breaking up should go to the District which
is virtually responsible ; great munbers of Lodges in his Society have very valuable real property ; the
annual returns should contain the ages of both members and members’ wives, and their trade or occupation,
<kc., (fcc., wefe question 1066...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 42
His impression is that if Societies pay sufficient contributions—somethin" like the Manchester
Unity, they would have 110 occasion to transfer money from one fund to another; Sick Fund has a greater run
upon it than any other fund ; suggests that instead of provision in any fresh legislation for refund by law of
moneys taken from one fund to recoup another, Registrar should be given power to see that contributions
were made large enough to prevent any necessity for it arising ; it is customary for his Lodge to purchase
property for purpose of erecting halls to hold their meetings in ; the funds of Society are not touched for
this purpose ; the Newtown Lodge is the most successful in tho whole of the Australian Colonies ; knows of
no instance where Government have assisted Friendly Societies hy giving them grants of land ;
the Victorian Commissioner was very much against what the Government has done in that respect in
Victoria
................................................................................
...
...
...........................................43
Evidence of Mr. Alfred Lees Smith:—Is Grand Secretary in the Grand U.O.O. ; has been connected
with Society for about ten years; considers the Act operates well as far as his Society is concerned ; is of
opinion it would be a wise provision in any new Bill to be introduced to provide that all local disputes
should be settled within the body itself; has graduated scale of entrance fee according to age
... 44
Society lias never any difficulty in meeting its engagements ; amount of money to credit something
like .£22,000, including all assets ; Lodges framing by-laws to suit their peculiar circumstances submit them
to the governing body for their approval; has never experienced any difficulty or inconvenience of any
kind in communicating with Registrar; the extent of the Friendly Societies would quite justify the
establishment of a separate Department to deal with them ; gives purport of communications from “ Duke
of Edinburgh1’ Lodge re disturbance in that Lodge; there are four Districts now, one having been formed
during the year; these Districts control eighty-six Lodges; is favourable to proposition that man
agement of a Society shall be controlled by arbitration within itself; his returns are regularly furnished
every year to Registrar
......................................................
.................................................................... 45
Number of members in Society about 5,000 ; so far as Sydney is concerned the Widow and Ojphan
Fund is a separate institution in itself -; a shilling is scarcely sufficient to cover the benefits ; lias had some
thought that a graduated scale of contribution ought to be made ; describes mode of system adopted in
starting a Branch in connection with his Order ; rates of contributions in use here vary with rates existin"
in the Society in England ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 46
Society insures to every member a certain annuity or certain superannuation in case of sickness or
death ; judging by results, Ins funds as a general rule have proved sufficient ;;docs not admit members under
any condition at all over the age of forty; thinks that the experience of his Society for over thirty years is
sufficient to establish it as a solvent Society ; considers that his Society from its age has reached what may
be called a general average in insurance; receipts to end of December, 1880, were—£19,713 17s.;
expenditure of Sydney Lodges on account of sick pay, £3,061 4s. 3d. ; amount of funds subscribed for the
purposes of the financial fund, £2,076 17s.; medical benefits, £3,867 11s. 7d., including doctor’s attendance
and medicines; cost for tbe last year of managment of tho ninety Societies, £1,648 12s. 7d. ...
... 47
The Funeral Fund, rents and goods and all expenses outside medical benefits are included under the
head of Management; Friendly Societies Act fails to give them sufficient power to deal with the internal
management of the Order ; Society can compel persons to pay contributions by taking them to Court;
suggests tbe appointment of a Board which would have power to obtain tbe contributions ; member owing
13s. is considered unfinancial; but under by-law 35 he could be admitted by vote of the Lodge
... 4S
Is unacquainted with the working of the Juvenile Branch in connection with Ids Society ; levies are
made to meet all deaths ; a registration fee is charged for every child for which it is intended to claim the
funeral donation ; district makes its levies to the Sick and Funeral Fund usually quarterly ; has special
provision in their laws for members arriving from England ; each Lodge has two Trustees only with a Trea
surer ; a member owing thirteen weeks contributions and not paying is suspended from all benefits until lie
has made himself financial; if unfinancial for twelve months, Lodge has power to erase his name from the books;
states particulars in reference to suspension, ifcc., of Lodge “ Sons of Perseverance” ...
...
... 49
6d, of the subscription is always placed to the Sick and Funeral Fund ; cost of doctor and medicine
last year, £3,867 Ils. 7d.; the district officer at the District meetings fixes the levies for the Funeral
Fund ; has no separate Superannuation Fund to meet cases of disability... ■ ...
...
...
... 50
Does not hold with a Lodge charging half-fees for a month, &c., believes in some instances it has been
shown to be beneficial; neutral Lodges in his District have the management of their affairs entirely in their
own hands ; Directors attend Grand Committees every three months ...
...
...
...
...
51
Evidence of Mr. Phillip James Neivland:—Is Trustee for the Sydney District of the Grand United
Order of Oddfellows; fees and contributions have hitherto met demands upon the Society; Order is
governed by an executive authority, which is elected triennially ; there is a Grand Lodge in England; there are
several features in Act which have not been strictly followed out; it is almost impossible for Lodges to
carry them out; docs not think in the matter of Trustees it is possible for Lodges to carry out the Jaw in
reference to Trustees paying the whole of the different moneys as required by the Act; is in favour of a
Board of Arbitration outside the Society whose decision should be final: his Lodge have several rates of
contributions.............................
....................................................................................................................... 68
Treasurers
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Treasurers give a bond; District Officers have power to order Trustees to draw money out of the
Bank ^ they (District Officers) are responsible to the delegates of the various Lodges, which form District
Committee for proper expenditure of money ; think that the contributions in a manner should be
sufficiently largo to defray all claims on the Society without having resort to levies; has a Funeral Fund •
has found the system of making levies to meet probable liabilities of Funeiul Fund has worked well for
twenty-one years
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
. gg
. . Has reserve Funeral Fund in his District; it is simply nominal; Act for working of Friendly
Societies should be separate entirely from any tiring else ; the six Lodges opened during the past two years
have cost on an average £14 each, including dispensation, set of regalia, <tc., lire.
...
...
... 70
Evidence of Mr. llickd. Cannon:—Is Grand Secretary of Independent Order of Oddfellows; number
of Lodges in connection with the Order, 24 ; representation of subordinate Lodges at the Grand Lodge ;
produces book of constitution; sufficiency of contributions without resorting to special levies; inter
pretation of Incidental Fund ; Grand Secretary is the medium of communication between the Kegistrar
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
..
... 52 53
and tho Lodges
Eeferonce to clauses in Friendly Societies Act requiring amendment; position of Grand Lodge
towards Grand Lodge of New South "Wales in event of subordinate Lodges collapsing through a run
upon their funds ; advantages arising from connection with the Supreme G rand Lodge ; extraction of fee
from each member for maintenance of such connection; difierence of rates of contributions
...
54
. Auditing of balance-sheets; average per head per member of total funds, up to December, 1881;
sufficiency of average per head to meet all liabilities ; forms, &c., connected with Friendly Societies in
Victoria; formation of Grand Lodge in Colony ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
55
. Refusal of Government Actuary in Victoria to certify any Friendly Societies scales as being
sufficient to meet the liabilities ; probable expense incurred on opening of a new Lodge; guarantee by
tae Grand Lodge of Funeral Fund
........................................................................................................
50
Management of balance-sheets ; guarantee for their correctness; suggests to have such sheets as
those of Victorian Registrar; honorary members contributing to funds of tbe Lodge; investment of
Funeral Funds; gives reason for bis opinion regarding insufficiency of guarantee as to correctness of his
accounts ; inaccuracy in the auditing are brought about from the fact of the returns supplied to Regis
trar not being ample
...
...
"...
...
...
...
...
...
..
57
Evidence of Mr. W. E. Langley:—Occupies position of Grand Master of the Independent Order
of Oddfellows; states how Grand Lodge of Australasia is constituted; there are no geographical limits to
Districts ; gives data from which fees, contributions, Sick and Funeral Funds arc fixed ; a young man is a
more desirable member than an older man
...
...
...
...
...
...
... ' ...
53
. . His approval of differences affecting local interests being dealt with by the bodies themselves;
majority of population are involved in the interests of Friendly aud Benefit Societies; question of con
tributions and rates of the Sick and Funeral Fund being submitted to actuarial examination and inquiry;
is of opinion that the importance of the Societies would justify the Government in making it a branch of
some Department; thinks Registrar General’s Department would be tho best to attach to it
... 59
Is opposed to system of making special levies ; reason for opposition; question of competition 60
As a general question, thinks it would be advisable in the passing of any new legislation that
greater care should, be taken to protect tbe funds and the members by law, apart from the governing
laws of the Order itself ; has experienced no difficulty in working the Lodges under the Act; question
of fulfilment of clause 8th ,.,
...
...
...
...
...
...
,,,
,.
..
.. gq
Payment to Officers of the Order; favourable to arbitration being a final Court; Friendly Societies
Act affording Members of Societies full power to proceed to law; question relative to inducements to
start new Lodges in preference to joining old established Lodges
...
...
...
...
... 02
. Considers a new Act should be much shorter; explanation thereof; value of actuarial opinions;
principal on which actuarial calculation should be based ; tables of sickness for Benefit Societies should be
formed on the same principle that Life Insurance Societies have formed their experience tables ; admission
of members on opening nights at half-initiation fees is legal; admission of members between eighteen and
forty-five at half-fees ; special levies are a sham ; provision is made to meet eases where from excess of
sickness or other causes the Lodge cannot meet its engagement...
...
...
...
... 63
Explanation in reference to sovereign body in America ..
...
...
...
...
... 04
Branch without members can be registered by promoters of it; advocates uniformity of books for
all Lodges; question of subordinate Court trying evideuce
...
...
...
...
... 65
. . ^r' Langley’s opinion of a Court of Appeal being composed of the heads of tho various Friendly
Societies; Finance Committee did say that the accounts of the auditors were untrustworthy; interpreta
tion of minute “ the wrholo Auditors'report is a muddle”
...
...
...
................
... 66
His opinion in regard to persons belonging to two Societies and drawing sick pay from both; is
unfavourable to Lodge books being audited by a public officer; thinks it would be preferable to have annual
returns examined by a Government official, paid by the State ; would prefer to see Government establish
in connection with the Post Office Provident Societies enabling one to pay in from Id. to Is, a week to
secure at a certain period or at death payment of a certain sum of money.
...
...
...
... 67
.
Evidence of Mr. Geo. Euchiall:—Is District Secretary of the Society of the Grand United Order
of Oddfellows........................................................................................................................................................... 70
Provision being made for Lodges breaking up; thinks there are too many different Societies mixed
up together in the Act for Friendly Societies to distinguish what relates to them and what to Building
and other Societies; is decidedly in favour of separate Department to deal with Friendly Societies;
matters of dispute should be settled by arbritration; case of a Lodge suspending sick pay for a short
period; circumstances of case; result
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 71
Case of misappropriation of funds by an officer; explanation thereof......................................... 72
... ,^s
fi1YOllr of actuarial calculation being based on the various experiences of the Societies;
initiation fees are fixed at a maximum; knows of case where a Lodge in sound position has admitted
members at half-fees
...........................................................................................
............................ 73
Is of opinion regalia is unnecessary in the working of a Lodge; has a "Widow and Orphan Fund
separate from the District; is supported by members paying a small nominal entrance fee, and Id. a
week;
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week ; benefits from £5 to £20 ; 6d. of the contribution goes towards the Sick and Funeral Fund; con
tributions range from 13d‘. to 15d..............................................................
:......................... : 74
Question of graduated payments; if they would very materially increase duties of Secretaries,it
arbitrarily fixed at entrance and uninterfered with during course of member’s attachment of his Lodge;
Mr. Bretnall’s views thereon; incapability of Secretaries to carry oat sliding scale in this Colony;:
it is not a practice in the Society.to examine into the health of the wives
...
...
...
... 75
Believes initiation fees are not based on correct principles
......................................................76
Evidence of Mr. William B. Smith-.—Is an accountant resident at "Wallerawang, and has held office
in connection with the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society
.................................................................. 76
Does not think longevity is greater here than in England ; Mr. EatclifEe’s tables taken as a basis
by the Yictorian Government in the preparation of their tables; disputes being referred to arbitration,
and result of arbitration being complied with; question of such a course being diametrically opposed to
the statute law; question of Appellant Court being formed out of the respective institutions or governing
bodies of the various Societies; suggests fixing of a minimum rate of contribution, and all tables of rates
certified to by a competent person independent of the Society ; question of impossibility to administer the
Act, in consequence of insufficient machinery; thinks provision in Act permitting the investment by
Societies of a certain portion of their capital in land or building might be amended ...
...
... 77
Is of opinion that with a few amendments the Act would meet all requirements if properly
administered; does not think a Society charging a uniform rate of a shilling per week can safely afford
20s. sick pay and £25 on a member’s death ; decidedly in favour of graduated scale; difference in rates
of contribution on comparison of Australian Mutual Society’s tables with Mr. Hayter’s tables in Mel
bourne ; his approval of members joining more than one Society; question of incorporating a provision in
any new Friendly Societies Act to allow a Society to lend to its members for purposes of building .... 78
Considers the present basis on which large Societies are worked is unfair to their members; is of
opinion that a valuation should be regularly made by public valuers; is of opinion Is, 3d. would be a fair
average contribution to give benefits such as are generally afforded by Friendly Societies; favourable to
regalia being done away with in all Friendly Societies; considers that the unscientific basis of calculations
at present in operation acts prejudically to the Societies ; describes in what way; favourable to Societies
being formed upon purely commercial principles; is of opinion Societies would largely increase their
operations if commercial principles were adopted
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
79
Mr. Smith’s opinion regarding value of returns sent in by various branches; thinks it would
he better for members if the Societies were formed into a sort of Mutual Provident Association; believes
generally that the Act is sufficient
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
81
Mr. Smith’s belief that if some of the old Societies could afford the Commission forty years’ experi
ence of sickness and mortality it would undoubtedly be the best basis obtainable upon which to frame a
sliding scale ; matter of a member aggrieved at the decision of a Board of Ahritration, having right to appeal
to a Court of Law; considers it would be injudicious for all bodies to have geographical limits ...
82
Evidence of Mr. P. E. Roldsworih :—Occupies position of Most 'Worthy Scribe or General
Secretary for Australasia, in the National Division of the Sons of Temperance; similarity with one or two
exceptions, of the contributions and benefits to those of other institutions; have a sliding scale for the
initiation of members ; contribution of nearly all the Lodges in connection with the institution to the
Funeral Fund; question of anything in connection with Benefit Societies being similar to Life Insurance;
principle on which the contributions and Sick and Funeral Fund are fixed ; object of having details of
initiations, ages of wives, and death rate ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 83
Eeason of sick rate being much lower than that of any other Society ; total abstinence the cause
of the greater longevity of its members ; is of opinion the present Act is too complex
...
... 84
Remarks relative to present Act; considers that provision should be made that on the medical
certificate the doctor should be compelled to certify to age of the party ; favourable to a separate Act of
Parliament dealing with Friendly Societies ; provision by Government of machinery and officers for a
Department to deal with Friendly Societies, the Societies being a relief to the Government; probable
existence of greater amount of pauperism without these Societies ; dealing generally of eases of dispute
hy arbitration; superior powers being imperative in the large Societies; interpretation of term "superior
powers” ; is of opinion that all disputes in connection with Societies should be settled by themselves, by
Final Court of Appeal fixed by themselves ; describes principal reasons causing Lodges to collapse or die
out of existence
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 85
Is assuredly in favour of sliding scale ; question of actuaries in England advocating the establish
ment of a sliding scale for Friendly Societies ; advisability of liavingin new Act a few clauses embracing
a general basis for Friendly Societies; considers present Act defective...
...
...
...
... 86
States amount given as funeral gifts ; mixing up in Friendly Societies Act of things that
arc foreign to each other ; thinks temperance bodies should have their own Benefit Societies ; reason
why
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 87
Questions of members being dealt with for violation of Article II; in favour of present mode of
auditing, with power in cases of dispute to refer to an accountant
...
...
...
...
... 88
Evidence of Mr. Chae. Thomas Pierce:—Is Grand Scribe of No. 1 Grand Division Sons of Temper
ance ; functions of the National Division .........................................................................................................
88
Question of difficulties or impediments arising in respect to the regulation of Friendly
Societies
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
89
His objection to administration of the Act and not to the law itself; determination of com
plaints in Order; considers all disputes or complaints could he better dealt with amongst the Societies
themselves ...
...
...
...............
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
90
Total amount of cash and accumulated funds; practice in reference to furnishing annual returns;
mode of dealing with matters of dispute arising between a subordinate Lodge and its members;
approval of a member being summoned to Court of Petty Sessions for arrears of contributions
...
91
Mr. Oliver maintaining that contributions are not property, nor contribution a right or a claim
question of the properly of any Friendly Society being the amount paid, or that should be paid, by
.■members as their contributions for the purpose of carrying out the Society ; considers the Act requires
amendment;
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amendment; is of opinion that it would be desirable, in drawing up a newIYicndly Societies Act, to confine
it to Iriendly Societies alone; question of revising barrister to look through the laws, &c.; investments
of accumulated Funeral Fund
...............................................................................
93
Question of minorities ; remarks thereon; Mr. Pierco’s opinion of graduated payments; one of the
■chief reasons of sliding scale of contributions bebg established in Great Britain being duo to tremendous
increase of population, &c., &c.; states amount of contribution sufficient to meet all demands on
Society
...
...
...
...
^
Question of competency of Auditors appointed to examine aud certify to the correctness" of tie
accounts; unfavourable to audit being conducted by Government officer ; question of relief to members
m quest of work, or in case of shipwreck, Ac.; in favour of compulsory quinquennial valuation of the
boeietics, imbilifcica and assetB being made by the Societies themselves j approves of clause in new Act
providing for summary conviction of offenders, &c.; approves of enforcement in new Act of regular
annual audit under supervision
...
...
...
...
...
...
& gg
Question of Lodges being allowed to lend money to own members on good security ...
.**
97
_ _ Evidence of Mr. Kaihaniel Pidgeon .—Is Grand Scribe of tbe Sydney West or Kb. 9 Grand
Division; experienced no inconvenience in connection with the working of the Act'; points out discrepancyquestion whether present Act militates against the working of Friendly Societies • thinks a great deal less
of the Act would do the Friendly Societies ; is of opinion it would be better if tbe Societies were left more
to themselves; suggestion 111 any future legislation relative to members joining Friendly Societies and
shirking their obligations, &c., &c.; is in favour of an Arbitration Board
...
...
...
93
_
Perceives no difficulty in the working of the Act, in clauses in regard to Trustees; would he beneo
v a-Ve Un a-CtUar? ^ make calcula'tl0ns for proper payments to Benefit Societies; question of a
Society beni" registered without adoption of some actuarial calculations; Act for providing that in all
■alterations of law the members shall be summoned
........
qq
Evidence of Mr. W. 0. Pot—Is District Secretary of Ancient Order of Foresters; has held
office tor twenty-four years ; case of a Lodge being in a position unable to meet its financial obligations :
initiation tees uniform in all subordinate Lodges ; has experienced no difficulty or defect iu present Act states particular in which the Act might be amended ..................................................................
... 100
j. j
Question in reference to dealing with matters of dispute; question of resorting to Law Courts
to decide disputes; protection to members who have been contributing; question of a Lodge not being
abio to fulfil its financial obligations, causing hardship to its members; granting of clearances in event of’
dissolution of Lodge; protection to members up the country; surplus funds only passing through the
hands oi the J rustees; is of opinion present A.ct is too lengthy; in favour of all details, with the exception
j t
?I?nciPlcs relatlvc to contributions, &e., being left in tbe hands of the Societies themselves •
advisability of having revising barrister, &c.............................................................................
P01
Question of Friendly Societies as a whole being in a sound financial position; is of opinion a great
many of them are not; reason why ; necessity of actuarial calculations as to the ages, &c., of members •
graduated scale is bound to work well; graduated scale of contributions in anv new Act; obtaining
regalia not compulsory
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
’
2Q2
. r T, Receipt of money without supervision, in addition to other advantages of superannuated members;
Mr. box's remarks m reference to establishment of any superior Arbitration Board as a Court of Final
Appeal, to prevent litigation; powers possessed by Societies sufficient to meet all cases; justice of
admission of members at half-foes; medical attendance in Great Britain confined to member himself 103
Members paid from Superannuated Fund being supplied by Lodge with medical benefits; institution
■ot special Departmental Branch to conduct and take cognizance of all matters relating to Friendly
Societies ; submission of annual return to Parliament; improvment in form of annual returns ; Branch
Lodges responsible to their officers, and officers responsible to Eegistrar for correctness of returns • ap
pointment of Special Eegistrar to superintend these affairs; Eulesof Friendly Societies should be registered
free ot charge; payment of amounts by Trustees instead of Treasurer ; bonds from Treasurers ; question
ot annual audit by a public officer, &c............................................................
..
Evidence of Mr. John Rampton —Has been District Secretary of tbe Eoyal Foresters for fifteen
years on and oft j financial and general statistics ...
...
...
...
_
105
Act affording sufficient protection to members of Friendly Societies ; decreasing funds ; rules
permitting members to increase them ; uniform code of rules ; recent objections by Eegistrar ; to rule in
reference to summoning members leaving their arrears behind them ; mode of dealing with disputes •
has no objection to a Government Audit; favourable to a uniform contribution
...
...
... 106
. . Recession of Courts ; states a case ; case of a Secretary receiving moneys which he never paid in ■
opinion as to general prosperity of his Courts ; proportion of married people in Order ; reasons for some
■o his Lodges being m a poor state ; consideration to the question of superanuating old members ; opinion,
as to advisability of submitting returns separately from subordinate Lodges to Eegistrar ; financial
statistics
........................................................................................................
°
ewl7 dispute should be decided witliin its own constitution ; Court ceasing to exist for
wantot funds being placed on the District; distinction in funds; Act requiring funds to be kept separate ■
is of opinion present Act is both satisfactory and useful ; members too old for work placed by Doctor
on funds ; Government certifying to Friendly Societies Eules free of cost; thorough examination of both
Supreme Branch and District laws hy a qualified person appointed hy Government to attend to Friendlv
Societies
...
...
...
...
...
^0^,
. . Bate of percentage of old members; remarks in reference to better progress of Friendly
O0C1CL16S
...
...
...
3.09
Evidence of Mr.. John MitchellRun been District Secretary of United Ancient Order of Druids
for eight years; financial and general statistics ; states certain defect existing in present Act • mode of
preparation and submission of returns for Eegistrar; contributions to subordinate Lodges' uniform •
mode of settlement of matters of dispute arising between members and Lodges; financial position of
Lodges, &c.; sees nothing in present Act requiring amendment or alteration; arrangement of Funeral
Fund; illustrates case of imprisonment of a member for non-payment of arrears; particulars of his
release
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release; imprisonment of this member through indiscreet action of the Secretary; Friendly Societies Act
prescribing amount a member shall bo liable for prior to expulsion ; question relative to that portion of
the law enabling a Lodge to take action against a member for more than twelve months’ dues, &c.... Ill
In favour of arbitration as a final settlement of any question or dispute question if any money
is spent in convivialities : prohibition of drink in Lodge-rooms; considers the objects of Benefit Societies
to be of such a character as to require specal legislation ; what makes a Society prosperous ^ ... 112
In favour of periodical investigation of the condition of Benefit Societies being carried out;
illustrates case of member defrauding the Society; disapproves of having a sliding scale ; thinks it^ would,
be best to have some extra payment obtained through the initiation foo; Society’s connection with the
United Ancient Order of Druids in England ; question of any difference being made between contributions
to a Lodge affording its members no benefits should they leave the Colony, and to a Society members of
which take clearances with them, &e., &c. ...
...
...
...
_
...
•••
113
Thinks present Act might be abbreviated a lot; considers Commission could form a more applicable
Act in many ways; efficiency of Secretaries; appointment of Auditors; iu favour of Court of Arbitration
being formed out of tbe various Friendly Societies; question of a uniform code of rules in any new system
with minimum rate of payment put down and certified by an actuary, &c.; monster demonstrations in
connection with Society at different periods; tbeir success in a pecuniary sense
...
...
... 114
Question of Society settling its own grievances; selection of Arbitrators; in favour of appointment
of officer to specially attend to tbe business of Friendly Societies; payment of £5 to auy member getting
' together sufficient members to open a Lodge
............................................................................................115
Evidence of Mr. Thos. Joseph Murray:—Is Past Secretary of the Australian Holy Catholic Guild
of St. Mary and St. Joseph ; financial and general statistics; question of payment of sums of money to
unmarried Brothers, and in case of death of a widowed mother; states amount paid; contributions are
uniform ; initiation fees are according to age ; all members initiated and who are financial participating
in certain advantages ; provision for registration of the second wife of members ; mode of settlement of
disputes between members and Lodges ; reference of decision to Arbitrators....
...
...
... H6
■Whole of the funds are vested in Trustees for the benefit of tbe Society; illustration of a Society
not being in a position to meet its financial obligations ; is of opinion that lid. per week, is sufficiently
large an amount of contribution to meet all engagements; cause of heavy death rate during the last two
or three half years; his opinion as to the working of the present Act; considers forms for sending in returns
.should be simplified ; disapproval of suing for arrears for over twelve months ; mode of treating members
three months in arrears
...
...
...
...
...
■■■
. ■*
Cost of management during past year, &c.; question of Council having power to withhold the
widow and orphan donation, &c,; rule prohibiting Lo Jges from taking soldiers ; question of Council with
holding widow and orphan donation in event of a member committing suicide ; statement of average
amount paid for medical levies; working of juvenile Branches; mode of management of Society; forma
tion of Council ; passing of all accounts hy Council before being paid
...
...
...
_
118
Expression of inability to afford any opinion in reference to graduated payments according to age
af a member who joins; past existence of “ Totally Destitute Orphan Fund”; up-country branches having
sole control of their funds ; states cost of opening Branch up country ; probable cost of opening a Branch
in Sydney, with hooks, certificates,regalia, &c,; reason of his resignation; thinks it would he preferable to
have an Arbitration Board as an ultimate tribunal, rather than recourse to tbe Courts
...
... 119
Question of lawsuit pending about Hall; cost of suit; explains to Commission the nature of
dispute at St. Leonards : question of refusing to afford tho Society at Horth Shore a portion of funds to
which they were enfitled ; such refusal being partly reason why the lawsuit was commenced ^question of
first rule of Society allowing it to have a common fund; what clause 40 of the Friendly Societies Act says;
said clause clashing with Society’s 1st rule: reference to accounts for December 31,1S7G ; explanation of
loss of £1,495 ; allusion to some defalcations in Society ; question of Friendly Societies Act providingJor
120
criminal proceedings being taken in such cases
...
...
...
...
•••
Explanation in reference to certain statistical statements made iu error at last meeting, &c.
121
&c.
Financial and general statistics in connection with dispute with the St. Leonards Branch, &e.,
122
&c.
Favourable to all Societies’ accounts being audited by an independent auditor; questions in reference
to cost of Hall and ground; question of reference having being made to a mistake in the balance-sheet a
few years ago, &c.; Society a religious Benefit Society; question of objects and constitution of the
Society
...............................................................................
....................................................
123
Question relative to members of Guild reaping greater advantages than other Benefit Societies; is of
opinion that tbe State should exercise careful supervision over Benefit Societies ; in favour of annual
audits by Government Auditors; periodical valuation of assets and liabilities of all Benefit Societies ^cor
rect annual returns being forced on the Societies ; question of Guild Hall being source of profit to Society;
question of liabilities of a Society increasing as tbe ages of its members increase ...
...
...
124
Members taken as security; question of insisting upon a guarantee bond from a Society; table
showing amount of money paid on behalf of District for sick and funeral, donations ; question of mortuary
rate for last three half-years; interpretation of term “ exceptionally high”
...
...
...
125
Evidence of Mr. J. Crowley:—Has been a member of tbe A. H. C. Guild; joined in 1869 ; ceased to
be a member twelve mouths since; reason of resignation; question relative to purchase of land for Hall in
Liverpool-street; question of defalcation alleged to have taken place in 1S75-1S76; states particulars;
question of deficiency upon tbe receipts
...
...
...
...
...
_ ■■■
126
Question of sufficiency of present Act; Mr. Crowley’s opinion of present position of Guild ; Gujlds
have uniform contribution ; would prefer a fixed scale of contributions aud a large entrance fee, accordmg
to age ; approves of practice of keeping accounts separate ; question of separation of funds; considers 14d.
per week is sufficient to secure benefits...
...
...
...
...
... _
...
...
127
Question of sufficiency of Act to regulate the working of Friendly Societies, nnfair administration
of the Act ; tbe cause of position Society now occupies ...............
............................ _
................128
Compilation of "Return by tbe various Branches ; suggestions in regard to auditing by a Govern
ment officer ; in favour of an actuarial certificate in the establishment of new Societies; would favour
provision
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provision in any new Act for a periodical investigation into the affairs of Societies; question of Friendly
Societies Act making provision for dealing with persons misappropriating funds of a Society; quotation
of third rule of laws of Society
...........................
...
...........................
^
jgQ
Question of expense in the G uild in lawsuits for some time ; thinks Societies ought to be assisted
by Government; approves of tho principle of tho Mutual Provident Society ; question relative to initia
tion fees ; would have levies by means of which a prosperous Branch would help a weaker Branch ... 130
Evidence, of Mr. William Brad;/ .—Is a member of the Australian Holy Catholic Guild ; has held
olhee oi Councillor and IV arden ; questions and statements anent sale of land in Liverpool-street, loss on
transaction, &c. ; allusion to some defalcations occurring in connection with the management of Society *
question of balance-sheet of 1S7(> showing a deficiency of £1,405 ; has experienced no inconvenience from
friendly Societies Act
................................................................
-|_31
•
J-^ulie -—Has been a member of A. H. C. Guild of St. Mary and St. Joseph
BmeolStS;hasbeen Chief Officer or ’Warden for about twenty-one years; opinion of present general
management of Society; deplorable condition at present time of the financial position of Society - is
opposed to uniform system of contribution ; approves of graduated system of initiation fees • Mr Kub'ie’s
opimou with reference to present Friendly Societies’Act j has found no inconvenience from the present
Act; thinks Act is not fully administered; explains why; is dissatisfied with present managementreference to loss of some £1,45)3 disclosed on balance-sheet
.............................
...
...
132
Jsnotinfavour, innew Act, of Government officers being appointed to audit accounts, provided
Auditors of sufficient ability can bo found by each Society ; would favour a periodical valuation of the
assets aud liabilities; members forfeit whole of benefits when expelled; desirability in such cases of having
a certain proportion of the benefits refunded; special Auditors making misstatement; question of duty
ot Government, considering the importance of the Friendlv Societies, to prevent such a thin" in
future
.........................................
"
Oi00
Evidence of Mr. J. A. Ecan :—Is President of the United Independent Order of Druids

. . 133
Is unable to_ afford Commission any information as to the financial working of the Society',’states
amount of contribution, and benefits paid ; approves of uniform contributions
...
...
... 134
Method of deciding cases of dispute between members in his Lodges ; object of revising rules ■
nature of proposed amendments ; has never been brought to clash with Friendly Societies Act; does not
believe the Act provides all the protection that is required for a Friendly Society; question relative to
fmancml position of a certain Lodge
......................................................
...
235
Question relative to members and funds of certain Lodges; formation of Management Fund question ot failure of Lodges, &c. ; question of annual report of 1881 setting forth same facts as dis
closed m report of previous year ; work performed by Auditors, generally speaking, is satisfactory and
reliable ; considers there should he a general inspection of Friendly Societies through the country, to
watch and protect their members and funds
...
...
...
...
...
136
States cost of officers regalia ; is thoroughly opposed to Lodges being empowered to proceed to law
tor recovery of dues ; question of Friendly Societies investing in building halls ; relationship with
Branches ot the Order ; question of arrangements in connection with clearances; controllino-of actions
ot members occupying public positions ; states that time has arrived when men and families with their
Jittlo contributions at stake have a perfect right to bo protected...
...
...
137
Evidence of Mr. IT.. M. Makinson:—Is a member of the firm of Ellis and Makinsou • were
solicitors, 1875, for the Friendly Society, known as the Eoly Catholic Guild of St. Mary and St. Joseph •
states particulars respecting action brought by the Guild against Mr. Callachor for neglectiii" his duties
as secretary ; copies of special audita “ A aud B” made by Mr. Carroll, vide pages
...
D... 138, 139
-n ■ j ^Vf^''nce °f ^r- John Ewjh Davies :—Is at present District Grand Treasurer of the Druids
J'nendly bociety ; was District Grand President for throe years...
...
...
...
...
... 139
hinaneial and general statistics ; questions and statements relative to certain Lodges
... 140
Limit of ages to which members arc admitted; has rules specifying that matters of dispute between
members and Lodges shall be referred to arbitration ; question of Lodges going to tbe law Courts to
decide matters of dispute between members and Lodges ; question relative to payment to medical officer
tor members over twelve months in arrears ; does not consider the Act is worked at all; describes how he
think it fails; regards the Act itself is sufficient to afford protection to the various Friendly Societies, but does
not think it is a good one; superiority of Melbourne Act; states provision he refers to; maintains that the
submission of returns of each Lodge through the District Grand Secretary is the proper thing to do •
thinks uniform scale of charges, the best; is not in favour of a uniform rate of funeral allowance ; mode
of investment of funds of District; question of a Lodge failing to meet its engagements falling back on tbe
District
...
................
........................................................................................................ b .
14)1
Is not in favour of sliding scale of contributions; question of £5 as bonus to members who open
Ses} ‘,119 opinion about. a Board of Arbitration; has always maintained that all the rules of
Friendly feocieties should be registered free , of cost; his opinion iu regard to Government appointing a
person competent to deal with Friendly Societies specially for that purpose, to be paid by the Govern
ment ; considers it duty of Government to appoint an Auditor to audit the accounts once a year; his
approval of Government appointing an Actuary to investigate Societies before being allowed to register
themselves; is of opinion present Act is deficient in may ways; amount paid by members in accouchement
eases: thinks returns should be more elaborate and explicit; question of advisability of assimilation of the
returns and provisions of the Act in this Colony to those of Yictorian measure ...
...
...
142
Would like to see the Guarantee Society introduced in respect to security by officers; question of
scale of graduated sick payments; is in favour of Government having a revising barrister ; question of
provision of Actuary to revise the returns of the various Lodges; thinks all communications should pass
through Grand Secretary
...
...
................
_ _
_
243
Is in favour of .a compulsory quinquennial return being rendered ; is opposed to Lodges holding
their meetings in public-houses; would not be an advantage if Government started a National Friendly
Society
...........................................................................................................................................................
24
486 7c
Evidence
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Evidence of-Mr. Arthur Walker:—-la President of Protestant Alliance. No. 1 Priendly^ Society;
gives tbe reason for bis Society not amaJgamatrag witli tbe Protestant Alliance Eriendly'Society of
Australasia when that Society ivas formed; states financial position of .Lodge, &c.; is in favour of
adoption of graduated scale ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
_•••
•••
Eriendlj' Societies Act bas not by any means been prejudicial to working of his Society; mentions
benefits given by his Society : admit none but Protestants j members are not deprived of any of tbe privileges
set fortli in rules expect for misconduct; has never put the law into operation with respect to persons
failing to pnv contributions; questions relative to total amount of subscriptions paid by members per
week, Widow and Orphan Fund, salary to officers, Ac., Ac.
...
...................
■■■
Thinks it would be better for each Society to settle its own affairs : question of affording members
power to appeal to the Civil Courts; is sure a superanuation fund would be useful; has found present
Act sufficient for his requirements ...
...
...
...
...
■■■
States amount of money given when children die ; no entrance fee is paid to register children 1-4S
Evidence of Mr. Geo. Gibson .—Holds office as Grand Master of the Protestant Alliance
Friendly Society of Australasia ; bas held various other offices; present number of members about 8,000 ^
states rates of’payments for all his benefits; sfmount of invested funds and how invested; nature ot
power exercised over Lodges by the Society
..
...
...
...
...
14#
Is in favour of a graduated scale of contributions; has heard expressions relative to many young
men being deterred from joining the Societies under the impression that they are. made to pay for older
'members; approves of present Act in the main, but not of its administration ; points out . faults he fiuds
'with it; bis opinion respecting an Actuary to examine the tables of the various Societies; his opinion
.in regard to admission of joining members at half initiation fees ; thinks it would .be a good idea to have
one member from each Society to forma Board of Arbitration; does not think there would be any
difficulty in adopting sliding scale in this country ; believes Societies should be made perfectly solvent as
far as practicable ...
...
...
...
...
•••
149
Manner in which the Society is conducted; advocates adoption of Superannuation Fund; states
cause of dissolution of some of the Branches of the Society ; gives particulars of certain cases of embe/.zle' ment; recognition of allopaths only; question of it being advantageous, in auy future legislation, that the
Act should lay down merely the financial basis upon which a Society should he formed, Ac., Ac. ...
150
Mr. Gibson’s observations in reference to English Friendly Societies Act ...
...
...
151
Evidence of Mr. Mark P. Honan..-—Was one of tho special Auditors who audited the accounts of the
Australian Holy Catholic Guild in 187G ; questions and explanations with regard to certain sum put in as
loss in balance-sheet (produced)...
...
...
...
...
■■■
l^
Evidence of John Francis M'Donald:—Isa member of the Holy Catholic Guild of St. Mary
and St. Joseph ; has held office of Warden for three years ; has always taken exception to small amount of
entrance money; in favour of graduated scale of contributions according to age ; states inconvenience in
the working of the Friendly Societies Act; does not consider, if the decision of the Courts in reference to
suing for arrears were taken, that the present Act affords sufficient security to members of Friendly
Societies; question of members being entitled to receive funeral donations in case of death if fourteen weeks
in arrears in Society
........................................................................................................
^
Members over twelvemonths in arrears should be expelled; present system of certifying to anything
the Registrar, may have brought before him is not what it should be ; minimum contribution of lod. is the
best; favourable‘to adoption of sliding-scale ; is his opinion that a young man of eighteen should pay as
much as a man entering between thirty and forty ; thinks opening of Lodges athalf-fees is injurious ; can.not say he has experienced any difficulty in administering his Society under the present Act; objects lo
provision in present Act allowing organization of Societies on a very low scale... ...
...
...
153
■ Provision in any new legislation of an arbitrary scale of initiation fees might be met by the Act
■requiring au actuary to certify to the tables before they become law ; particulars of lawsuit in connection
with a Branch at St. Leonards; quotes rule in reference to disputes being referred to and decided by
arbitration...........................................................................................................................................................
154
Evidence of Mr. J. E. MEron/Is District Secretary of the Hibernian Society; general and
financial statistics ; Society is not registered under New South Wales Friendly Societies Act; question of
Registrar registering rules that have been registered by the Victorian Registrar ; position of member over
thirteen months in arrears ; action in ease of death ; legal proceedings are sometimes taken in cases of
members over twelve months in arrears failing to pay...
... _ ...
Is opposed to the course of taking legal proceedings; Friendly Societies Act of New South w ales
does not afford enough power to officers of Branches ; states what powers they ought to possess ; question
of bond from Treasurer ; investment of funds; particulars of a case of defalcation; method of dealing with
.matters of dispute in his Lodge ...
...
...
...
■■■
456
Further evidence of Mr. J. E. WCrory :—General and financial statistics respecting the St. Thomas,
Petersham, Lodge, and other Lodges ...
...
.. _ ...
i
■■■
Question with regard to fairness to members of Friendly Societies ’ to be constantly recurring to
levies, Ac.; question of management; Expense Fund going back in a good many of the Lodges; Mr.
.M'Crory’s explanation of cause of such irregularity......................................................
.................
459
Evidence of Mr. James Robert M.Known Is Secretary of .the St. Patrick’s Branch of the Hibernian
. Australian Catholic Benefit Society ; general and financial statistics __............... _
459
Has suffered no inconvenience in the working of Ms Society, arising from Priendly Societies Act;
manner of settlement of disputes thinks Is, a week sufficient to insure the benefits his^ Society offers ;
states benefits afforded; how a Lodge works with members who may quit the District and proceed
. up-country ; explains reason why so many members leave his Society; time a member ceases paying con
tributions before becoming unfinancial; thinks the .present annual returns are as perfect as they should
he ■ would be an improvement if returns showed ages of members entering and of those that died;
thinks
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thinks a Board of ArlDitretors would answer yery well; reason why; considers that Friendly Societies
should certainly not be compelled to pay for registration of their rules; is in farour of a sliding scale of
contributions; is in his estimation a hardship that young men should pay as much as old men ; his.
opinion of making members pay levies in addition to weekly contributions; believes that every member
joining a Society should start on an equal basis
...
...
... ‘ ...
...
...
160
Amount of capita tax paid by his Lodge to Executive in Melbourne; benefits derived through
transmission of such money; is not in favour of suing for arrears ; if any future legislation continued
the right to sue for arrears, would limit it to a year’s subscription ; reason why ; Act has not in any case
acted prejudicially to the interests of his Society; docs not find the matter of returns tedious or beyond
the capabilities of his Secretaries to make out; recommends the establishment of a Pension Fund for aged
or permanently disabled members; question of reconciliation of clause 11, rule 105, with Air. M'Keown’s
statement iu reference to there being no signs or passwords being used in his Society, &c. ; is of opinion
that the contribution and not rate of initiaiion is the mainstay of a Society; states circumstances which
brought about the fact of his members going to law ; has summoned members for arrears ; is favourable
to Societies, before they are started, having their affairs submitted to actuaries, and to abide by the
results
...........................................................................................................................................................
160
Evidence ofMr. Thos. CJowlishaw:—Occupies the office of President of the Australian Union Benefit
Society ; has previously held office as Secretary ; general and financial statistics; has found no inconveni
ence arising from Friendly Societies A.ct; matters of dispute are settled by a Committee ; regards Society
in a sound financial position ; funds liave accumulated from contributions and the general revenue proper
of the Society
...............
...
........................................................................................................
162
Production of copies of laws governing his Society
..................................................................
163
Question of the Society fixing the smallest contribution from members, and yet haring an accumu
lated fund largely in excess of the average ; Air. Cowlishaw’s explanation thereof; question of extreme
care that malingering members shall not be placed on the sick list, ever being a hardship; has a scale of
benefits according to the amount in hand
,,,
...
...
...
...
...
..
...
164
Thinks he would favour a graduated scale of entrance fees ; is of opinion graduated benefits
cause a deal of confusion and unpleasantness ; nature of Society’s Superannuation Fund ; thinks disputes
should he settled by arbitration, and that Societies should not be subject to law proceedings; Society bas
never had occasion to find fault with the operation of the present Act ; forms of return have been con
sidered more than sufficient; make no provision for members departing from Sydney into the country;
docs not think a sliding scale of contributions, or a fixed amount being put to all benefits received, is a good
thing
_............................
...
_.........................................................................................................
165
_
Thinks that 3s. a month is sufficient for all purposes to enable Societies to give benefits such as those
given by his Societies; adds that the claims of a newr Society would not be anything like what they are in
theirs, as the majority of members would be young men ; tbiuks graduated scale of admission should be
made according to the age of the member
...
...
...
...
...
166
Evidence of Mr. Frederick Alexander Morgan :—Is Secretary of the Captain’Cook Tent, Independent
167
Order of Eecbabites; was formerly connected witli the Albury 'Tent; general and financial staistics
Members have to bo sixteen weeks in arrears before they are disqualified from participation in the
benefits of membership ; suspension for a further period of sixteen weeks after they are sixteen weeks in
arrears ; they then cease to he members; has not in this Colouy proceeded against any non-paying mem
bers for recovery of arrears of contributions; method of dealing with matters of dispute between the
officers and the Tent; question of appeal; question as to whether the contributions paid by Society’s mem-1
hers are sufficient; Air, Alorgau’s views of the matter ; gives full sick pay for twelve months, at £1 per
week—quotes Buie 43 ; thinks Friendly Societies Act of New South Wales is comparatively useless as far
as he can see; Act might be amended and made more useful; was never furnished with form of return
required by the A.ct until this year; should like to see a provision in future legislation that quarterly pay
ments should not be below a certain standard, wbato.ver it may be that mav be deemed sufficient; bis
Society is based upon total abstinence principles ; is in favour of a periodical investigation of the assets
and liabilities of the Societies; does not consider the supervision at present exercised by the Eegistrar of
the Friendly Societies sufficient; preparation and publication eacli year by Government authority of
tabulated statements of each Society would be verj^ useful; no levy is made on members to sustain Funeral
land
...
...
............................
............................................................................................
169
States Victorian form of return is far more elaborate and more comprehensive than that issued
hy Eegistrar of this Colony; question of desirability in any future legislation to weight an Act of
Parliament with a number of details which might be properly dealt witli by Societies themselves, or that
the Friendly Societies Act should lay down only a certain sound financial basis upon which every Society
could be properly and safely carried on ; Mr. Alorgan’s views thereon
...
...
...
...
170
Thinks present Act would he productive of greater benefit if it was more strictly administered; rule
relating to forfeiture of one-third of funeral money by wife of deceased member in event of the introduc
tion with her consent of intoxicants into house during the funeral ...
...
...
...
171
_ Does not approve of a sliding-sealc ; thinks present system of medical examination of candidates is
sufficiently serviceable ...
...
...
...
...
’...
...
...
...
...
172
Question of accumulation of funds for the benefitoftbeFimeral Fund beingitivesiedinHalls...
173
Evidence of Mr. Albert B. Eordham :—Eopresents the Crystal Spring Tent, No.'217, Independent
Order of Eechabitcs; general and financial statistics...
...
...
...
...
...
...
173
As far as his knowledge goes, the present Act affords all the security which the members of Friendly
Societies require; his Society has not at any time sued any of its members to recover arrears in the
payment of members ; is not aware of any Liability towards a defaulting member after he becomes thirteen
months in arrears ; approves of provision in the Act giving Societies the power of recovering arrears by
legal process ; would permit members to go into arrears two quarters before the officers proceed against
them ; has nothing special to suggest except having a systematic entrance fee—a uniform fee ; does not
think a graduated scale of entrance fee or the half-fee system productive of good ; favours the principle of
young men of eighteen paying as much as men of forty in the shape of weekly contributions ; remarks that
the entrance fee should be graduated according to age ; accounts for the total amount of expenditure he
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has given.; Kechabites have bfeen in existence in New South "Wales for three and a-half or four years; hat
no record of the Rechabites in 1842 : has no records of the Tents which existed eight or nine years ago as
Wallsend; is in favour of a fixed rate of contribution...
...
...
...
...
...
...
174
Thinks that a single young man of eighteen should pay just as much as a married man
of twenty-five or thirty witli two or three children ; thinks he could afford reasons for holding
that opinion if he had an opportunity of fairly considering tbe matter ; observes that if young
men be allowed to join upon such exceedingly low rates, it would practically lay upon the shoulders
of the older men the burden of keeping up the Tent for the benefits of the young members;
that is his experience in connection with tbe Rechabites; should be some preventive of tbe prac
tice of allowing members to enter upon reduced entrance fees and half-fees ; does not make much
■ difference what initiation fee is charged, so long as the rate of contribulion is adequate to carrying out of
the Tent or the Lodge ; adds that if there was not a sufficiently high initiation fee, and sickness came upon
those members who had joined under those exceptionally favourable conditions, they would become a drag
upon tbe Society: his inability to answer question as to what difference tbe initiation fee makes as com
pared with an adequate weekly contribution ; reduced rate of initiation if taken in conjunction with a
small rate of contribution, would seriously prejudice the financial stability of a Society ; bis Society is a
Temperance Benefit Society; a member violating bis pledge is deprived of all benefits only until be is
re-obligated ; bas got no superannuation fund ; Society makes provision for arbitration in disputes between
members and the Society, by the matter being referred to chief ruler, &c. ; Society makes provision for
protection of niinorities by falling back on head oifice in Melbourne for their benefits ...
...
175
Evidence of Mr. William Benton :—Representst.be Grand United Order of Free Gardeners ; has
been a member fourteen months ; Society has been in existence upwards of three years ; has held ofiSce of
Secretary; general and financial statistics
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
1/6
Evidence of Mr. George Lucas:—Is a member of tbe Thee Gardeners Benefit Society ; holds office
of Master of tbe Lodge ; contributions Is. per week ; amount of funds in hand at the end of last year,
£70 11s. 8d.; amount paid away last year account of sickness, £106 7s. 8d., benefits, £1 perweek sick pay,
£20 at death of member, £10 death of member's wife; total amount of income, £270 IGs.; credit
balance £70 11s. 8d.; thinks Friendly Societies’ Act might be improved by a little alteration ; approves
of principle embodied in the Act under which officers of a Lodge having power to sue members who fall
into arrears ; members of Ins Society arc allowed to go into arrears fourteen weeks before they forfeit
their right to benefits ; members arc after expiration of that time suspended from all participation in the
benefits of membership; matters of dispute between members and the officers arc referred to District
Lodge ; if decision of that body does not give satisfaction, the parties have right to appeal to tbe Grand
Lodge in Tictoria...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
1/6
Society docs not send any capitation tax or other moneys to Tictoria because it is registered in
New South Wales; has a graduated scale of initiation fee ; considers the system of medical examination
as it is carried out is sufficient for all purposes ; thinks questions put by Doctor are sufficiently explicit if tbe
examination is an honest one ; does not think the medical examination goes far enough in some cases ;
Doctor gets no special fee for examination ; Dr. Warren is medical officer to Society ; approves of a
uniform system of contribution, making all, young and old, pay alike ; has no suggestion to make which
might be of service in future legislation; considers his total payments of 15s. per quarter sufficient to
ensure full benefits to every member ; is perfectly satisfied w'ith tbe present state of things; bas been a
member of a Friendly Society about eight years ; consider 15s. per quarter sufficient for any Lodge to
guarantee the benefits that a Friendly Society offers ; forms such opinion upon data that having £70 in
one fund, and getting 2s. a quarter from eacli member to meet claims on the other fund considers they are
in a position to pay their way ; has not given tbe matter of the rate of contingent liabilities accruing in
connection with each member any consideration ; thinke that an accumulation of 15s. per member after
all expenses are paid would be sufficient to make tbe Society financially sound ; Auditors appointed by the
Lodge are as a rule tbe best men ; in bis Society accounts are supposed to be audited by a city solicitor
or public accountant once in five years : has furnished annual returns to the Registrar; Lodges right
throughout the Order make levy upon its members in the event of death; pays 2s. per quarter levy to
District Managemeut Fund, whether there are any deaths or not; has no Widow and Orphans Fund;
no Superannuation Fund ; states it is a matter of indifference to him whether tbe Government appoint
an Actuary and a Registrar or not; is perfectly satisfied with tbe present Act; does not think it advisable
t* allow Friendly Societies who have exhausted their funds, and arc out of compliance with Parent Society,
to be able to start under a new name for themselves and on their own account .............................
178
Evidence qf Mr. Peter Forbes:—Is Grand Secretary of the Loyal Orange Benefit Society of
Australasia; esfablished since 1876 ; bas held present office since 1881: Grand Lodge bad a total of £85
Is. Id. at tbe end of December last; is made up by three distinct funds—the Grand Lodge Contingent
Fund, the Funeral Fund, and the Clearance Fund; amount to credit of Funeral Fund, £68 Os. 2d.;
Income from all sources as follows : brought forward from 1880, £16 17s., less £3 overdraft on
Treasurer; contributions—Funeral Fund, £86 15s. lOd,; Management Expense Fund, £63 18s. 4d.;
Clearance, £5 19s. Od. Expenses have been—Funeral donations, £30 ; working expenses, £8 7s. 4d., and
expenses of Grand Lodge, £51 19s. 7d., making a total of £91 3s. lid. ; deducting that from income
leaves a balance of £85 Is. Id. Society admits only those who are Protestants ; collect no special fund
for regalia ; forty-five years is tbe limit of age at which members are admitted ; scale of initiation fees,
from under twenty to forty-five, from 5s. up to £2 10s. Society bas recently been brought under a
proper footing with the Friendly Societies Act...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
1/9
Thinks Is. Id, is a sufficiently high rate of contribution to meet all tbe liabilities which the Society
incurs, provided tbe Lodges are properly conducted ; benefits proposed to be paid to members, £20 on
death of a member and £10 on death of' member’s wife; has Clearance Fund by which members may be
relieved from one District to another, and not be going upon Lodges not responsible for them ; Grand
Lodge is constituted by four members delegated from each Lodge ; each delegate pays bis own expenses ;
benefits may be suspended by vote of tbe Lodge at a specially summoned meeting; if a Lodge got into
such a position it could continue to offer the same benefits, they would have to adopt above measure ;
would be better to have the affairs of a Society put upon a sound basis to avoid such a measure, but if an
epidemic
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epidemic brolce out in a District, and a number of deaths took place in a Lodge very quickly, there would
be no alternative but to either suspend the law or raise the contributions; appointed Trustees only have
tbe power to sign all cheques and draw money from the Lank for the Tuneral Fund ; Committee revising
rules considered it would not be wise to register any particular amount of contribution, because amount
necessary for the country Lodges varied so much that it could not be uniformly fixed ...
...
180
Thinks it would be a very good thing if the G-overmnent were lo undertake the examination, of the
accounts of the Friendly Societies
.........................................................................................................
181
Evidence of Mr. ji-oberl Dixon Sippe:—Ilolds office of ^Secretary of the "Wesleyan or Protestant
"Union Benefit Society; has been member of Society seventeen years; bas 136 members at present;
amount of accumulated funds £2,118 2s. 6d.; funds are invested in the Savings Bank; this money is
invested in the names of two Trustees and the Treasurer ; receipts from contribution during 1881,
£301, 8s. Od.; amount received on account of interest, £74 15s. lOd.; total amount of expenditure for sick
pay, medical attendance, Ac., £315 17s. 8d.; receipts for last year included a balance in hand of
£1,947 Gs. 2d.; contributions, fines, Ac., gave a total of £376 3s. lOd.; total expenditure £315 ...
Total assets of tbe Society, £2,0-50 Os. Id. ; amount paid during past five years on account of sick
pay, £330 10s.; amount paid during five years on account of funeral donations, £297 10s. : cost
of doctor and chemist during five years, £772 3s. 9d.; cost on management during that period,
exclusive of medicine and doctor, £261 14s. lOd. : members pay 3s. fid. per month, with levy of Is. on
account of death of a member’s wife, and 2s. on the death of a member; members receive £1 per week
during first six months of sickness, and 10s. during tbe second six months; members continuing
sick beyond that period receive a superannuation allowance of 5s. a week for life or as long as
be remains sick; funeral allowance in accordances witli following scale:—If member die in any year
from after tbe first year’s membership to ten years, £20 ; witli ten and fifteen years, £25, always
provided deceased bas been a member for twelve months; after expiration of twelve mouths from
date of bis entrance a member of Society is allowed funeral allowance on death of his wife in accordance
with following scale :—If she die in any year after first year’s membership within ten years, £10 ; from
witliin ten years and fifteen, £12 10s.; from within fifteen years and twenty, £15 ; if over twenty years
membership, £17 10s.; is provided that if accumulated funds of Society should be reduced to less than
£800 funeral allowance shall in no case exceed £20 on death of member or £10 on death of member’s
wife ; has found no inconvenience whatever from operations of the Friendly Societies Act; has observed no
way in which it might be amended with advantage to the Societies; matters of dispute are settled at
committee meetings ; is in favour of fixed rate instead of levies ; thinks audits every three years would be
sufficient; has had deaths in his Society at various ages between sixty and forty ; after a sick member has
received so many weeks pay lie is placed on the superannuation list ...
...
...
...
... 182
Does not think present form of return could be better than it is ; states it would be some advantage
if Government would exercise greater supervision over the operations of Friendly Societies than at present;
thinks it would be a very good thing if a tabulated statement was prepared and published by Government
in reference to each Society throughout the Colony ; would be to the benefit of the Societies if the
penalties against defaulting Societies as stated in Act were enforced ...
...
...
...
... 183
Evidence of Jfr. Geo. JI. Green:—Holds office as Secretary of the Sydney Marine Benefit Society;
initiation fees for 1881, £24; contributions, £939 8s. fid.; paid on account of sick pay, £477 9s.; on
account of funeral donations, £108 19s.; on account of doctor and chemist, £379 6s. fid. ...
... 183
Total expenditure for 1881, £4,046 8s. 3d.; has a Contingent Fund; eacli member pays Is. per
quarter ; total expenditure on account of Consolidated Fund for 1881, £456 1/s. -5d. ; total income, £456
17s. 5d.; investments on account of Sick and Funeral Fund, Savings Bank of Hew South Wales, £3,542
19s.;
in Treasurer’s hand, 9s.; investments on account of Contingent Fund, Savings Bank of New
South Wales, £175 9s. Sd.; in Treasurer’s hand, 9s. 2d.; good debts, Ac., Ac., £233 16s. Gd.; total
investments, £3,961 IGs. 2d, ; members pay Is. per week contribution, benefits, £1 Is. per week Is. 6d.
month ; 10s. 6d. per week for next six months ; at expiration of that time (the member having received the
aforesaid benefits) tbe Society will deal with his case as they deem necessary ; £20 is paid to widow, child
(if of age), executoi'S, or administrators upon death of any member who has been fully twelve months in
Society whose arreais having at no one time amounted to over 14s. during the fourteen weeks previous to his
decease; member fully twelve months in Society and not been in arrears over fourteen weeks for fourteen
weeks previous to death of wife shall, on her decease, receive the sum of £10; any members allowing his
arrears to exceed 14s. shall be unfinancial, and not entitled to any benefits of the Society; believe Is. per
week is sufficient to insure all benefits his Society promises ...
...
...
...
...
...
184
Has always found Eegistrar of Friendly Societies settle disputes satisfactory; operations of
Society are entirely restricted to seafaring men ; lias no difficulty in working rule 76 ; members having a
dispute and not being satisfied with Society’s decision is invariably referred to Mr. Oliver ; Contingent Fund
is principally made up by the contribution of Is. per quarter from each member ; levy is made for payment
of funeral donations if funds of Society fall below £500; thinks the doctors should be made a little
more strict
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
185
Has used rule 55 on one occasion only ; believes it would be a. capital plan to have an arbitration
■ Board, to be final board of arbritation, thereby preventing Society disputes being dragged before law courts ;
three mem here are elected to carry out audit ...
...
...
■...
...
...
...
...
186
Evidence of Mr. Otio Murer:—Has been a member of tbe German Benefit Association Society for
fourteen years ; lias 115 members at present; total value of accumulated funds about £1,300 in the Bank,
exclusive of value of some furniture ; amount of subscriptions received during 1881, £439 15s.; amount paid
in sick pay during that year, £86 ; on account of funeral donations during 1881, £34 12s. fid.
...
186
On account of doctor, £115 10s.; on account of chemist, £80 12s. 2d.; total expenditure for half
year 1881, £175 ; contributions, Is. per member; when death occurs members pay fid. per week extra ; bas no
branch Lodges ; members are all Germans, except a few natives of German parentage; is registered under
Friendly Societies Act; can work very well witli subscription of Is. per week; do not admit any members
over 45 ; has never heard any complaint relative to Friendly Societies Act; the Society is quite independent;
income
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income for last five years, £2,453 13s.; expenditure for same-penod, £2,355" 12s. 7d.; is quite certain there
is contingent liahility accruing as members increase in age; thinks there should be some control over
Friendly Societies
................................................................................................................................
187
Examining of his accounts by Government officer ■would give some trouble, because all books are kept
in German
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
188
Evidence of Mr. James King:—Is Secretary of the St Patrick’s Burial Society; Society gives no
benefits beyond the burial-fees, except a bonus to members who have been in the Society for ten years ;
contributions according to age from half-penny to l£d, perweek; member having a child bom legally
has to register child to Secretary : in event of child’s death within one month from registration member is
entitled to sum of £1 10s. ; exceeding one month to ten years, £3, exceeding ten years to sixteen, £5; ex
ceeding sixteen years, £S ; members must belong to the Society before entitlement to the benefits; amount of
funds, £426 13s. 01-d.; scale of entrance fees according to age, from 6d. to 8s. ; person admitted above the
age of 40 have to pay the yearly contribution for each year or part of the year they are over 40 years of
age, together with usual entrance fee ; most of the funds are invested in the Savings’ Bank ; people can
ensure their children for the Burial Fund at any age; receipts for last quarter, £51 9s, 5£d.
...
189
Evidence of Mr. IF. Dike :—Is Secretary of the Sydney United Labourers’ Society; is registered under
the Friendly Societies Act; number of mem here, 394 : amount of contribution, 3d, per week; benefits,
member meeting with accident 10s. per week for twelve weeks if twelve months in the Lodge; payment on
death of member, £7; if a good contributing member for five years, £10; if for seven years, £15 ; payment
on death of a member’s wife, £7 ; cost of management last year, about £94 16s.; amount paid for accidents
during last year, £33 3s. 4d. ; amount paid during last five years, £142 12s. 6d.; amount on account of
death during last year, £7; during last five years, £94; has no doctor or chemist; amount of accumulated
funds, £956 2s. Id.; amount of subscription last year, £188 2s. 6d. ; total income for 1881, £274 7s. 10d.;
initiation fees, 2s. 6d., has found no difficulty in the working of the Society; Friendly Societies Act has
afforded all the protection necessary to secure funds and payment of benefits promised; Societies laws
demand a certificate in the case of sick members ; has given money in the shape of distress gifts ... 190
Audit is carried on by three auditors quarterly; would not be in favour of accounts being supervised
by a Government officer; tlunks it decidedly objectionable to meet in a public-house; would not reject a
man not in the best of health so long as his character was good ; floating portion of his Society is decidedly
larger than that of other Societies; sees no objection to a Board of Arbitration to whom would bo referred
matters of dispute................................................................................................................................................191
Has no recommendation to make with a view to future legislation
...
...
...
...' 192
Evidence of Mr. Augustine A. Fitzpatrick:—Is at present Secretary of Court Eoyal Oak Ancient
Order of Foresters; total amount of income, £622 17s. 8d.; expenditure, £583 4s. 8d,; deposit in Bank,
£1,700; had a total value of £1,865 10s. Id. at the end of the year; payments on account of medical
attendance and chemist, £217 17s. 8d,; on account of funeral donations, £120; on account of sick pay,
£127 15s.; contributions, Is. a week and Is. every three months towards Incidental Fund; benefits, £20
on death of a member, £15 ; on death of member’s wife, and after three years £30 from the Society, and
for 2d. a week extra £15 from the Widow and Oi-phan Fund ...
...
...
...
...
... 193
Gross expenditure of Society during last four years, £2,829 13s. 5|d.; gi'oss receipts during that
time, £2, 633 0s. 6d., total receipts for year, including two years interest, £763 7s. 9d.; fonner view of fixed,
scale of contributions; has a graduated scale of charges for the admission of members; is quite clear Is.
a week is enough to ensure all benefits; there is no sick pay ; has an Appeal Committee to settle matters
of dispute in his Court; moneys are invested in Trustees in the Savings’ Bank; has found no inconvenience
arising from the present Act; thinks any town member owing £1 in the Court should not he entitled to
the burial fee
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 194
Is in favour of a Government officer making an annual audit of the books of all Societies; members
pay a registration fee of 2s. 6d. for payment of money on the death of a child ; the smaller the working
expenses and careful management of funds of a Society have as much to do with the results as the scale
of contributions and benefits
...
. ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 195
Amount of donation given on the death of a child, 30s.; members receive when-sick six months
full pay, and twelve months half-pay j cannot come on the Order again until he is off the funds two
years ; any member of the Court leaving the Australian Colonies are deprived of sick benefits ; would have
no objection, in any new Act to an Arbitration Board outside of his Society to decide finally on all questions
of dispute ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
196
Evidence of Mr. Thos. Forsyth:—Is Secretary of Court, Pride of Australia Ancient Order-of
Foresters; amount of funds at present time a trifle over £1,100; number of members, 180 ; total receipts
for last year, £422 19s, 7d-; total expenditure for a like period, £397 13s. 4<Ul. ; amount paid to doctor,
£164 10s. 7£d.; payment on account of sick pay, £133 12s. Id.; on account of funeral donations, £40;
cost of management during the year, £40 8a ; contributions paid by members, Is. per week as a uniform
contribution ; members fourteen weeks in arrears are disentitled to the benefits ; has an Appeal Committee
for settlement of disputes ; members can appeal further to the High Court in England; is in favour of a
■ uniform contribution; amount paid for sick pay for five years, £485 2s. od. ; cost of management during
that time, including levies to District, £367 14s. 4d. ; cost of doctor and chemist, £662 4s. 7£d. ... 197
Evidence of Ah. James Root:—Is Secretary of Court Morning Star Ancient Order of Foresters;
number of members, 240 ; Society was originally opened in 1845 ; amount of subscriptions paid during last
year, £753 11s.; contributions, Is. a week; total expenditure during last year, £360 12s,; payment to
doctor, £231 15s.; to chemist, £90 2s. 6d. ; cost of management, £87 13s. Sd.; total value of funds,
£971 15s. 2d......................................................................................................................................................
197
Has an Arbitration Committee to settle matters of dispute; there is no further appeal; £483 12s. 3d.
is invesfed in Hall, and a balance in hand of £45 2s. 9d. ; £256 0s. 4d. in the Funeral Fund;
£186 19s. lOd, Sick Fund in the Bank ; accounts are duly audited by members appointed by the Court;
all

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT .INQUIRY .COMMISSION—ANALYSIS.OF EYIDENCE.

79

all members undergo a searching medical examination ; Society has always been able to pay its -way, and
have a-hundred or two by; considers Is. a.week quite sufficient to pay all that the rules provide; .has
found the Act sufficient for the purpose of. protecting his members ; has always furnished annual returns to
the'Eegistrar
...
...
...
................
...
...
...
...
...
..
pgg
_ Evidence, of Hr. Stephen Mallarhj:—Was the originator, late Secretary of the Redfern Mutual
Association Society; Society has been extinct for two years ; dissolution was attributable to most of the
members being exceedingly healthy, and paying their subscriptions regularly, and getting no particular
benefit; funds amounting lo about .£15 was equally divided among members, deducting subscriptions not paid
up : amount of contributions' paid was 40s. a year; benefits were doctor, medicine, and sick allowances
proportioned to the funds of the Association ; is of ojnnion 4s. a month would have been sufficient to ensure
all benefits enjoined had the Society had an ordinary influx of now members; thirty-six was limit of age at
which members were received ; thinks Is. would not be sufficient to guarantee the benefits without having
a good number of young men joining; would have considered proportion of 10 per cent per annum
sufficient; there was no actuarial certificate when the Society was started, merely the opinion of the
Registrar of Friendly Societies; Registrar gave an opinion that the rules were liberal, that Is. a week
afford the benefits, and make provision for all liabilities that might accrue by age............................
199
Further evidence of Mr. Jae. King:—Is Secretary to the St. Peter’s Burial Society; in 1879 .-.£300
were divided amongst the adult members over sixteen years of age, from the time of entrance; for copy.of
return showing how the money was divided and summary see pages 200 and 201; balance left after. £300 was
drawn out, £200 ; believes the whole of the members were agreeable to the amount being drawn out; notice
of motion produced (for copy see page 201); the largest sum was received by himself, £16 and some odd
shillings; paper prepared by Mr. Guille, schoolmaster, St. Peter’s, showing how money could be proportioned
to eachjtf the members, produced (for copy see page 201); rule 16 says, “This Society shall continue so
long as o adult male members continue togetheb, .fee., &e.,” reference to rule 24 relative to alteration of rules
by notice of motion ; never heard any complaint about the division of the £300 ; annual amount paid by
each member 6s. 6d. a year; does not think any member left the Society in consequence of the distribu
tion of the £300 ....................................................................................................................................
202
_
Members are admitted under rule 7 ; for scale of entrance fee for each member see page 203 ; Society
is principally composed of working men ; amount spent in bonuses, including the £300, during the last live
years, £436 os.............................................................................................................
................
203
Evidence of Mr. Thos. Percival:—Belongs to the Oddfellows, and has held office of Secretary, Trustee,
and Chairman of tho St. Peter’s Burial Society; was Secretary from '1877 to 1881 ; was Secretary during
the time of the distribution
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
204
Those present at the monthly meetings have the power of electing members ; disputes arc settled by
a summoned meeting of the Society ; when resolution was passed about the division of the £300 the law
with regard to bonuses was taken into consideration ; there was no protest verbal or written against the
action taken in respect to the £300 ; is aware that the Trustees are liable to be proceeded against; knows
that the distribution is not legal
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
205
Society is pretty well off; clause 21 of the Friendly Societies Act provides that it shall not be lawful
in any Society to direct a division or appropriation of any part of tbe funds, &c., Ac.
...
...
206
Considers the division was not a robbery ; it was the money of the members, and thoy could do what
they liked with it
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
,,,
...
' 207
Report of President’s interview with the Registrar of Friendly Societies respecting the distribution
of tbe sum of £300 amongst a portion of the members of the St. Peter’s'Burial'Society, Ac., itc. ... 207
. Evidence of■ Mr. Geo. Lillie:—Holds office of Minute Secretary of the Protestant Mutual Benefit
Society; benefits a pound a week for a certain time, and then it is reduced; funeral donations £20, the
utmost £30 ; half donations in case of a wife's death; contributions, Is. a week ; amount paid for funeral
donations during last year, £20; does not believe the Society is in a good financial condition; Society
admits Protestants only; does not think with the small number of members the contributions arc sufficient
to ensure a sound financial basis ; thinks a few deaths would exhaust all the funds of the Society; approves
of tlm principle of uniform contributions; has never experienced any inconveniences arising from the
provisions of tbe Friendly Societies Act; tliinks the Societies do pretty well as they like; considers there
should be a statist.go round and investigate the books of tbe Societies
.........................................
20S
Does not believe in isolated Societies like his ; does not think the supervision exercised by tbe
Registrar is sufficient; would favour a Government actuary to scrutinise the accounts
...
...
209
Intrtiter evidence of Mr. Thos. horsyth:—Amountof contributions received during 1881, £436 18s. Id.;
amount expended for medical attendance and chemist, £164 10s. 7Ad.; payment on account of sick pay,
£133 12s. Id,; funeral donations, £40; on account of working expenses, £38 7s. 8d.; disapproval of funds of
a'Society being applied to demonstrations, <fcc.; amount paid on account of funeral donations during the past
five years, .£115 ; on account of sick pay, £485 2s. od,: on account of working expenses, £166 4s. 7d.; total
amount of income during the past five years, £1,981 4s. 6d.; amount received during five vears for interest
on investments. £212 16s. 9d.; total cost for all purposes during the last five years, £1,436 12s. 7|d.; total
aniount of funds on hand at end of last year, £1,076 12s. 91,d. ...
...
...
...
...
... 209
Has found no inconvenience from the present Act; believes it affords all the protection and shelter
that tiie members ought to receive from the Statute; has recently increased the benefits from £1 and 10s.
to £1 Is. and 12s. 6d.; believes it would be a benefit to Societies to have their accounts properly audited
every five years by .an actuary; is in favour of an actuarial calculation into the affairs of the Societies 210
Hoes not adopt principle of graduated payments for contributions; has never sued for arrears of
contributions ; his Lodge is of opinion that it is only just that there should bo some provision made to grant
the Societies grants of land for building purposes; must be admitted Societies are a great assistance to
Government...
...
...
...
....
...
...
ttj
... 211.
Evidence
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Evidence of Mrs. Ellen Mary Lavaric .-—Is Presidentess of the St. Francis’ Sisters of Temperance
Benefit Society ; Society has been established thirteen years ; is confined wholly to members of the Roman
Catholic Church; number of members at present, 57; contributions, 7^d. a week; benefits, 10s. a week
sick pay, doctor and medicine; in case of death, £10; amount of funds at credit at present, £55 19s. 2d.;
initiation fees according to age from 2s, 6d. to £1 ; payment to doctor for each member per year, 13s. 4d.;
chemist averaging about £7 10s. per quarter; benefits go to the children as well as to the member; members
are admitted at fourteen; disputes are settled by a Committee appointed for the purpose; has found no
212
inconvenience arising in tho working of her Society from Friendly Societies Act
219
Believes there should be a Government supervision of the Societies in order to control the expendi................................................................... 213
ture
Eviden.ce of Mrs. Mary Ann Ealcer:—Is Secretary of the St. Francis Sisters of Temperance ; total
cost of Society last year, £123 19s.; total receipts, £82 9s. 4d.; member violating pledge is summoned, and
if she promises to reform she is allowed to come in, hut is suspended from all benefits for three months;
after second offence no benefit is allowed for twelve months; is of opinion that 7^d. 2>cr week is sufficient to
cany on the Society on a sound basis ; has provision in rules for making levies
...
...
... 214
Evidence of Mr. Patrick Salmon:—Holds office of Trustee of St. Francis Brothers of Temperance;
contributions, Is, per week ; benefits, £1 a week, and doctor and medicine ; amount of funds in hands at end
of 1881, £60 12s. 3d.; total amount of expenditure for last year, £152 Os. 6d.; total amountof income,
£109 15s. 7d.; rules are same as those of the Sisters of Temperance; Is. a week has been up to present
sufficient to ensure all the benefits the Society gives to its members : total amount of expenses of Society for
five years, £806 17s. 4d.; amount received during same period, £776 10s. 7d.; has found no difficulty in
working his Society arising from the provisions of the Friendly Societies Act; thinks it advisable to pay for
the deaths of single young men’s mothers; believes his Society is virtually insolvent; has no hope it will
he successful in the future...
...
...
...
...
■■■
•••
* Evidence of Mr. Thos. Etherington':—Is Secretary of the Sons of Perseverance Friehdly Society;
was instituted in 1852; number of members, 89; contribution, Is. a week; initiation fee, according
to age; amount of funds to credit, £1,028 0s. 3d.; total income for 1881, £219 9s. id. ; total expenditure
for 1881, £278 3s. 8d. ; cost of building hall was about £800
...
...
■■■ .
Gives the usual benefits to his members; does not approve of Society standing aloof from the
general bodies; is one of a deputation to wait upon the Druids, with a view to amalgamation; total
expenditure in Society for the last five years, £1,228 10s. 3d., excluding funeral funds ; Society has been
decreasing every way, the members and finances getting less ; has found no inconvenience arising from the
working of the Act; speaking fairly, considers the Society is not well managed ; believes in amalgamation ;
special levy of Is. 6d. a member is made in a short quarter of six weeks, and Is. 9d, in a long quarter... 218
Thinks the neutrality and not rate of contribution has operated against the Society; thinks, in
reference to Friendly Societies being permitted to invest their funds in building halls, that if a Society gets
a hall it is the first foundation to work upon, and is one of the mainstays to uphold a Society ; is in favour,
of permitting members to join more than one Society ; would treat it as an Insurance Society ; cannot say
whether the supervision at present exercised by Registrar is sufficient; sees no objection to tabulated state
ments of the position of each Society being prepared and published every year by a Government authority ;
would favour a Government inspection of the books and accounts of each Society ; thinks District Lodge
would receive them back again if they paid the demands they ought to have paid them; Society is still in
their debt to the extent of about £30 ; it is very possible the majority of members would rather join the
Druids now than go back to the District Lodge, simply for the purpose of avoiding the payment of these
fees...
...
...
...
...
...
...
•••
■■■
■■■
Thinks it would be well in any future legislation on the subject of Friendly feocieties to have a clause
which would prevent a few members taking a Society away from the District or Grand Lodge ; has had a
■Widow and Orphan Fund in connection with his Society; has no Arbitration Committee; considers it
proper and just to establish an Arbitration Board, comprised of representatives from the several Societies,
with the Registrar for Chairmair to settle all disputes instead of going to law
...
...
...
220
Evidence of Mr. Thos. Comber:—Is Secretaiy of the Sydney Progressive Society of Carpenters and
Joiners; contribution, 4d. a week; is about to be raised to 6d. a week; benefits, 10s. a week, and £10 on
death of a member if five years a member, and £o if over twelve months a member; gives no further benefits
excepting for loss of tools; amount of funds to credit, £319 ; has 100 financial members; total receipts for
last year, £131 5s. Hd.; total expenditure for last year, £107 Ss. 8d. ; rate of initiation, 3s. under forty,
and 5s. over forty ; Society is a Trade Society though it gives benefits; two-thirds or more of his members
are members of Friendly Societies ; has no provision in rules for settling disputes ; Society is under expense
of 2d. per member per quarter to the Trades and Labour Council; Society votes money out of its funds for
the support of other trades out on strike...
■ ...
...
...
•••
221
Society can levy only in case of death ; prime object of Society is to protect members as far as
their trade is concerned; has had no occasion to consult the Friendly Societies Act in. any of its
particulars ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
222
Evidence of Mr. William Soderholm:—Represents the Scandinavian Society; total value of funds,
£22 ; contributions, Is. a week; benefits, free doctor and medicine, and a guinea a week during sickness ;
£7 10s. on death of a member’s wife, and £10 on death of member himself; total expend! ture last year, £19
15s. 7d.; Society is exclusively confined to Scandinavians; Society is registered
...
...
... 222
Evidence Mr. John Eitz Henry:—Is Secretary of the Friendly Trade Society of Ironmoulders ;
contributions, Is. a week ; all pay alike; benefits, members out of work 10s. a week, in event of accident
while at work a guinea a week for thirteen weeks, 11s. for the following eight weeks, and a lump sum after;
in event of a member dying if he has been a member two years the widow and orphans receive the sum of
£10; this amount is made up by a levy of half-arcrown a member put on all round ; total value of funds
last year, £531 5s. lOd.; income for past year, £259 2s’. 3d.; expenditure, £182 12s. lid.; money is
invested in Commercial Bank
...
...
...
...
...
...
223
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Has full permission to make levies when the funds fail to meet the calls upon them ; if the levies
then are not sufficient has power to reduce the benefits; does not think it would he beneficial to have a
Government Examiner of Accounts, and so on ; if members cannot work it does not think the Government
could better them ; the levy of 2d. a member per week is a capitation allowance to the Trades and Labour
Council, and is called “The Sustentation Fund”; members undergo no medical examination prior to
initiation or admission
'.......................... .....................................................
‘.......................................... 224
Evidence of Mr. Frank Forsyth:—Represents tho Operative Bricklayers’ Society; number of
members last quarter, 575 ; contributions, 6d. a week full members, and 3d. juniors ; give no benefits except
in case of accident, when £1 a week is given ; in case of death, £12 to a full member, and £2 extra for
every two yearn membership over twelve months up to T20, and £S on death of wife ; juniors are entitled
to half tho above amounts; total value of funds at present, £1,200 8s.; £1,000 is invested in Trustees, £50
each, and different banks ; Society is not at present registered ; is general wish of the members to register
the Society under the Trades’ Union Act; majority of members are connected with other Friendly Societies ;
his Society is established to protect his own trade, and to carry out the eight-hour principle ; a penalty of
5s. a day is levied against members breaking eight-hour rule
................................................................... 225
Evidence of Mr. Samuel Withers;—Is Secretary of the Independent Order of Royal Foresters :
number of members at present, fifty ; total amount of funds, £542 8s. 4d.; has a sliding scale of funeral
allowance from one to five years’ member is entitled to £20, and member’s wife to £10 ; from five to ten
years, £25, and £1 for every additional three years afterwards; the wife to £15 from eight to ten years, and
10s. for every three years; claims, sick pay a guinea a week medical attendance and medicine ; payments on
part of members, Is. a week contributions, and levy Is. 3d. a quarter; when funds are below £200 the levy
is 2s. Gd.; between £200 and £250, 2s. ; between £250 and £300, Is. Gd. ; and Is. afterwards; has found
that contribution quite suflicient, and it has left a large margin...
...
...
,,,
...
... 226
Medical man is bound by Society rules to be qualified by law ; has never put into operation that
portion of tho Friendly Societies Act which allows a Society to sue members for non-payment of dues ;
Society affords no pension or superannuation allowance to its members; thinks lie has enough funds to
guarantee all the benefits the Society offers; has come to that conclusion from the money that has
accumulated besides paying all expenses ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 227
"
Is in favour of Government supervision of Friendly Societies; has a Board of Management, coil'
sisting of eight members, for settlement of disputes; thinks it would bo a good thing to establish an
Arbitration Board as to final Court of Appeal; does favour suing for arrears; would favour more compre
hensive returns (if thcjr are necessary) of any future legislation...
...
...
...
... 228
Evidence of Mr. Henry Gollyer:—Is tho Secretary of the Sydney United Plasterers’ Society ; object of
Society, to pay money to any one receiving an accident, and to assist other trades on strike, aud to assist in
alleviating distress amongst members or their widows by donations ; gives £7 10s. on death of a member,
only to his widow or nominee ; payments made to secure these benefits, Gd. a week ; accumulated funds,
close upon £200 ; number of members, 120; no limit whatever to aged; no medical examination; is a
Trades Union, and not a Friendly Society ; receipts for past five years, £6G6 12s, 4d.; funds on hand,
£196 Is. 3d; has found no evil results arise from meeting in a public-house; disputes arc settled by a
Management Committee ...
...
...
...
................
...
...
...
... 229
Evidence of Mr. Lorimer E. Harem:—Is connected with the Independent Order of Good Templars;
was Grand Worthy Chief Templar or Executive Head of.the Order for two years; has filled many other
offices in other parts of tho world ; number of members, as nearly as possible, in New South Wales, 3,000;
minimum amount of subscription, Is. Gd. per quarter; Order is not, strictly speaking, a Friendly Society ;
do notallow any benefits; Society is managed by an Executive Committee, consisting of the eight principal
officers of the Grand Lodge ; the principal object of Order is to propagate the cause of Temperance; is a
Secret Society; assets exceed liabilities by some £120; funds are used solely for the advancement of
Temperance cause, and for the extension of tho Order; thinks the fystem of male and female meeting
together in Lodges tends to promote morality ; would urge upon the Commission the necessity of having
some clause in any Bill that may he brought forward for the purpose of protecting the funds of Temperance
Societies; the Order is established for improving the moral condition of the people generally, hut it is
understood that there is no legislation at tho present time under which protection can be got against tho
misappropriation of Society’s funds; would recommend an alteration in the rules, giving the presiding
officers more power to suppress anything like lamkinism ; personally approves of the intermingling of the
sexes in the Lodge-room ; believes presence of ladies bas a good effect on the male members ; does not think
Friendly Societies should be separated from political, temperance, or religious bodies ; believes that the
Temperance bodies, at any rate, should have their own Societies ; considers, from what lie has observed and
read, that the sick rate is loss amongst them than amongst otlier Societies
...
...
...
... 230
Evidence of Mr. William Faines Way:—Is Secretary of the Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and
Joiners; Society partakes of the character of a Friendly Society and of a Trade Union ; has been Auditor
at different times of the Manchester Unity Oddfellows................................................................................231
Society is a Branch of, and owes allegiance to, parent Society in England ; benefits, 12s. a week sickpay for twenty-six]weeks, and Gs. as long as the illness continues ; £12 per member at death; out-of-work
benefits, 10s. a week for twelve months, and Gs. for twelve weeks more ; accident benefits, members wholly
disabled, £100, partially disabled, £50, Ac., Ac.; contributions, Is. a week, and 3d. a quarter; rates of
contribution are similar in all parts of the world, excepting in the United States and Canada; funds in
hand at end of 1881, £368 17s. 9d. ; accounts are audited by members of the Lodge; if Society makes
contributions to other Societies it is done by special levy amongst its own members; applied to have Branch
registered, but was refused ; proposes to register Branch under the Trades Union Act; has a superannua
tion benefit of Ss. a week if a, member has been in tho Society eighteen years, and 7s. for twelve years; has
also a Benevolent Fund for free and non-free members; has an emigration benefit, to enable members from
4S6—l
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England to emigrate to any other part; liability for death rate is .£12; would as soon have Government
supervision of Friendly Societies as not; does not think it would bo any protection to the Societies ; thinks
Act answers the purposes for which it was passed ; rules of Society were revised in 1880 ; considers the
state of Trade in the Colonies now is very good ...
...
...
...
_■ ■ ■ 232
' Does not think his members in tbe Colonies are placed at a fair advantage in strikes with those
on strike in England ; members arc required to give certificate of birth
... ■ ...
...
...
233
Evidence of Mr. WUlia/m Francis Davison;—Represents the Shipwrights’ Provident Union of Port
Jackson ; is at present Secretary ; has about 280 members ; members pay a penny a clay for every day they
. 1
-iii__ 1 _ _________1_ P__ _____ _________ __J
PI A
« Vinrirl
hand over £2,000;* 1C
is
work
; 1.__
benefits
£1 a week for accident and £10
for burial amount of funds tin
........................................................................
233
invested in the Sydney Savings' Bank............................
Evidence of Mr. James Joseph Donohoe:—Is Secretary of the United Society of Boilermakers and
Iron Shipbuilders of N. S. Wales ; number of members, 230 : amount of subscription, Gd. aweek ; members
arc levied 2s. per man if there is not sufficient money in the Contingent Fund at the death of a member ;
allows benefits in the event of a dispute : affords no medical benefits ; gives a funeral donation of £10; is
not necessary to be a member any specified time to obtain that benefit
...
...
...
...
233
Society can vote any sum not more than £1 per fortnight as a distress donation ; Society use no
regalia at present; accordhig to the rules no member is supposed to work with a non-society man under
penalties to be enforced by tbe Society ; if member allows himself to run into arrears he is expelled from
the Society; docs not at all times comply with rule 14; total amount of Society’s funds, £580 13s, 7d,
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
234
Evidence of Mr. Geo. E. Fraser :—Holds office of Secretary of the FT, S. Wales Seaman’s Union; con
tributions, 2s. a month ; only benefit given is in event of a member being injured by accident; members in
such cases are allowed from £2 to £5 as decided by a meeting
...
...
...
...
...
234
Society is purely a Trade Society ; affords no sick pay or funeral donation ; admits all men of good
character following the sea
...
...
...
...
...
...
•••
235
Evidence of Air. Frederick W. Rogers :—Represents the Coachbuilders’ Society of New South Wales ;
Society has been instituted since 1875 ; contributions, 6d. per week ; benefits, 10s. a week for thirteen weeks
to members losing employment through dulncss of trade or other circumstances ; and in event of a shake
one-half the regular wages for three months if out of employment within seven months from the date of the
strike ; had a sick fund but it lias been abandoned ; gives no benefits for sick or funeral donation...
235
Evidence of Air. Levi Maidment:—Is Secretary of the Quarrymen’s Eight-hour Protection Society ;
contributions, 3d. per week ; benefits, £5 funeral donation, providing member is over twelve months in the
Society; £7 10s. if a member two yearn; funds to credit, £456 13s. 4d.; number of members, 170 ; receipts
for last year, £50 4s. 4£d.; Society contributes to assist others on strike; . affords no benefits in case of
accident or sickness ; most of members are attached to otlier Societies
...
...
...
...
235
Further Evidence of Mr. W. F. Davison,:—Has an accident and insumnee fund; primary, object of
Society is a Trades Union; sick pay for last five years, £195 2s.; for accidents, £324 ; on account of death,
£195 ; to hospitals, sick and distressed persons, £153 ; grand total on account of sick gifts and donations,
£867 2s.; receipts during five years, £2,478 19s. 6d.; amount to credit at end of 1881, £1,990 9s. 4£d. ;
amount spent in assisting other trades during past five years, £187 ; nearly the whole of members are con
nected with other Societies; cost of management during five years, £485 7s. od. ; majority of members
decided against proposal made in the Society to register under the Friendly Societies Act; thinks Society
conjunction has prevented collisions between them
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
236
Evidence of William Bemon. Esq., AI.P.:—Is a Member of tbe Legislature of New South Wales ;
has been Treasurer of the Sons of Temperance for some years ...
...
...
...
...
... 236
Particulars of case of widow and five children of a certain member for sixteen years of Court
Friendship Royal Foresters who died some seven years since not receiving any benefits from the Lodge of
which he was a member though entitled to £30 ; docs not think Is. a week is sufficient to ensure benefits
beyond £25; is of opinion Is. a week would be sufficient to ensure payment of medical attendance to
a member, his wife and family, together with a funeral donation of from £20 to £25 for a member and
from £10 to £15 in case of the death of a wife provided tlm children did not receive benefits beyond the
age of sixteen instead of eighteen: considers the medical examination in connection with Societies on the
admission of candidates for membership is sufficiently searching ; lias no doubt, there ar« some occupations
which shorten life more than others; believes it is essentia! that Societies should receive members from all
grades or they would not meet the want: thinks graduated scale of contributions is better than a uniform
scale; is in favour of Friendly Societies being under tbe supervision of some Government Department;
thinks it would be advisable to appoint a Government Actuary to look after the Friendly Societies ; would
on the whole be better if arbitrators were appointed from other Societies; Registrar of Friendly Societies
should be appointed to look after Friendly Societies, Trades Unions, and Building Societies without having
any thing else to do ...
...
...
...
...
■■■ 237
Further evidence of Mr. James Donohue .-—Amount paid during last two years on account of disputes,
£144 14s. 5d. ; members are not- subjected to medical examination ; no proposal has yet Imen made to
register the Society under the Act; amount of funds at last audit, in March, 1882, £1,080 4s. 3d.; Society
takes no bonds or guarantee from Trustees
...
...
...
...
................
238
Evidence of Mr. James Sheridan;—Is Secretary of the Australian Holy Catholic Guild ; number of
members, 980; subscription, 2s. 4d. per fortnight; benefits allowed, a guinea a week to sick members for
twelve months, and half a guinea if he continues to bo sick for another twelve months ; then 5s. as long as
he remains ill ; Society is managed by a Council and governing body elected by the general body ; believes
that a cei-tain audit which took place in 1875 or’76 was favourable to the management of the Society’s
discussion
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discussion relative to proper management of Society and its affairs ; for copy of letter from Secretary and
"Warden to Commission respecting certain information asked for vulr. page 230 • had only heard that a
special audit by Mr. Carroll had taken place; would not have concluded Society was well managed at the
time of audit had he known that such an audit and report as that made had been brought in ...
... 239
_ States Society is £1,000 better* off now than it was in 1876 ; does not think he has had any
occasion to consult the Registrar or the liYiendly Societies Act; all funds go into one general fund ; thinks
the Act is ample so far as Society is concerned ; Society's rules allow a member to run for fifty-two weeks
and then he is removed from tho books, hut is informed that under the Act if a member dies witliin that
time his widow can claim the amount; present system of settling disputes is anything but satisfactory ; is
in favour of disputes being decided by arbitration; docs not think a close Government supervision of
Societies by an officer appointed to inspect tho accounts would do any harm ; attaches importance to correct
annual returns being sent in; is favourable to a special Registrar being appointed to supervise solely
Friendly Societies apart from any otlier office ; advocates a Registrar being appointed especially to overlook
and register rules ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
.
240
Does not enter upon the books the ages of members or their wives when they die; has found the
present scale of contributions very satisfactory ; does not hold with a sliding scale.............................
241
There has been bettor supervision in the bociety tho last few years.........................................
242
■
Has made about forty new members since the beginning of tho year ; average age would be about
twenty-three or twenty-four
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
248
Evidence of Mr. Richard Chas. Meade.-—Is Warden of the Australian Holy Catholic Guild; explana
tion in reference to a certain item of money lent on mortgage, and money in the hands of Secretary and
Bursar; knows contents of letter (see evidence of previous witness, question 8528); Secretary has not the
requisite facilities for affording the ages of men when they join ; Secretary’s books are kept in such a
manner as not to enable him to furnish the information sought for in the return.............................
243
Reckons Society has been remarkably well managed since he has been a member ; its progress has
been quite satisfactory; case of a certain member dying and being at the time of his death in arrears ; the
widow made claim on Society, but Society, acting on the rule, refused application; subsequent dealing of
case by arbitration grant to widow of a portion of chum ; is decidedly in favour of disputes being settled
by arbitration ; thinks it would be advisable to make the award of the arbitrators final and conclusive ; is
totally opposed to Government exercising a strict supervision over Societies ; is of opinion the less Govern
ment interference there is with Friendly Societies the better for their own independence ; disapproves of a
Government appointed officer making an animal examination of the books of the Society; believes under
the present Act Societies have all that is required ; has never come across a Secretary who could not do all
that was required in the matter of accounts ; Government audit being beneficial to Benefit Societies is in his
opinion very problematical
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
244
To die best of his belief Society keeps no official reliable record ; thinks Society’s financial position of
forty years experience is equalled by very few Societies at present in the Colony ; members having power to
levy upon themselves in case of an extraordinary period of sickness is an additional security, added to the
large simi of money that Society has invested in the freehold property ; thinks if the Societies could
carry on their operations without the privilege of levies it would be all tiie better; considers it just that a
young man should pay the same coutribution as an old man ; has a Widow and Orphan Fund combined
with the General Fund ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
245
Is of opinion that any Society that can show £5 a head over 500 members is in a solvent state ;
246
does not think Society labours under any great disadvantage as regards free registration of rules ...
Benefit Societies are undoubtedly a saving to the State ; is decidedly unfavourable to Benefit
Societies being permitted to invest funds for other purposes, in building places of meeting without reserving
a certain amount to meet theii1 just liabilities ...
r ...
...
...
...
...
...
247
Evidence of Dr. Andrew Ilouison :—Is a duly qualified medical practitioner registered under the Hew
South Wales Board; is Secretary of the New South Wales Board; has had large experience attending
different Friendly Societies; generally speaking tliinks examinations are not sufficiently strict to protect the
Societies ; in the majority of Societies the absence of some for examination is a very great want; payments
made to medical gentlemen who have to deal with the Societies are decidedly not sufficient as a rule, and
not on a proper basis ; contributions and payments made by members are decidedly insufficient to secure the
benefits; has found inconvenience arising in the way of due observance .to prescriptions and advice amongst
members and their families; attempts on the part of members to sham sickness has been only too common ;
does not think it a wise thing to permit members to join several Societies ; is of opinion it holds out an
inducement for deception and practices of that kind
...
...
... ■ ...
...
...
... 247
Thinks medical men as a rule give same amount of attention to members of Societies as to their own
private patients ; observations in respect to the dispensing of prescriptions; in all cases, except two Societies,
all sick payments are promptly made in the Societies he represents; such delays result not from want of
funds but dilatoriness on the part of the officers: docs not think present mode of payments and amount
fixed as at present arranged between medical men and Societies is established on a satisfactory basis ; sum
paid by a great many Societies now is much too low for efficient work ; does not approve of tendering for
Societies at all; is quite impossible to afford eflicient work as so low a rate as 12s. per member per annum ;
members undoubtedly suffer by a system of that kind ; the association of men together in Societies would,
ho imagines, be theoretically prejudicial to their interests, as it removes principle of self-reliance to a great
extent; is socially a great benefit, but is afraid that morally it is not what might be desired ; think medical
changes are decidedly prejudicial; has hoard from medical men who have held changing Societies that they
do not pay sufficiently well...
...
,,,
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 248
Has in all cases with which he has dealt insisted upon members wives being examined; recommends
that it should be a rule in all Societies for the waves of members to be examined ; would also recommend
that the question be put in examination forms i “Are the cliildren in good health”; special fee for examina
tion is paid foi'only in the Society with which he is connected; thinks medical men should be specially
remunerated for that special service ; the examination in an Insurance Society is much more searching ;
thinks that a similar examination form is necessary in the case of a Friendly Society ; would be very difficult
to
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to remedy the constant malingering on the part of members; is decidedly preferable to pay the chemist
for the medicine received to the more common system of so much per head ; this has been a conviction of
his for some years ; considers 18s. to £1 a fair remuneration per annum for medical men ; lias had more
eases of brain disease in the Temperance Societies within the last twelve months than in all the others
together ; bolievefi in such cases members have been drunkards previously
...
...
249
Thinks capitation tax would decidedly be better than a lump sum j thinks one-third less than the
chemist charges ordinary persons would be a fair rate to pay for medicines ; is not in favour of Societies
combining together to form dispensaries of their own ; is in favour of members attending at the medical
gentlemen’s own homos instead of at the Society’s Hall; there Is no fee payable for large accidents^ when a
case, for instance, compound fracture of the thigh, probably requires a daily attendance for a period of at
least three months; more should be paid for accouchement cases ; lowest fee should be at least two guineas ;
form of medical certificate of health (vide page 250, question 8927); thinks it is a very good form ; certificate
at bottom is much to be relied on ; insertion of words “ pleurisy and venereal disease” would make 6th
...
...
...
..•••
.7question more comprehensive
Provision should be made in any new Act to prevent giving benefits to members of Societies who
may, through their own misconduct, bring on sickness or disease ; allusion to note “In no case shall the
medical officer refuse to attend” at the bottom of the rule of the Society ; thinks in future legislation some
251
careful oversight should be exercised in the formation of the rules
Evidence of Dr. Thos. B. Belgrave:—Is a- duly qualified medical practitioner registered in New South
Wales; is medical officer to several Friendly Societies; payments made to medical men are insufficient;
payments here might be £1 per member per year, 30s. or ,£2 2s. for midwifery eases, with additional pay
ments for important operations; medical men practically do devote as much time to Friendly Societies
patients as they would to private patients ; present system of examining candidates is insufficient ; members
wives should be examined as well as members; examinations would afford greater security if they were on
the basis of the Life Insurance paper; sickness among men has arisen for the most part from habits of
intemperance ; is impossible for medical officers to guard the Societies against the tendency to intemperance
on the part of members ; believes those members of Societies here who arc temperate arc as a rule healthier
than in the old country ; thinks that among women there is a vast amount more of indefinite sickness than
there is in England, of a very incurable character and very obstinate indeed ; considers it is caused by the
climate ; does not favour practice of one man being a member of more than one Society; is quite sure Is.
per week is not sufficient to ensure the rendering of all benefits that Societies promise; thinks clubs would
derive very great benefits themselves by having prescriptions dispensed at their own dispensary ; patients
have frequently complained of prescriptions not being properly dispensed, but has never seen any evidence
confirmatory of those complaints ...
...
... ' ...
...
Thinks moral influence which the Societies exercise over their members is most excellent ; is con
fident that the operations of Friendly Societies are a relief to the State : is sure they should have greater
protection at the hands of the State than they have had ; there is competition among the medical profession
here in reference to securing the practice of Lodges but it varies very much; has been very much struck by
the absence of syphilitic evils; thinks there is decidedly less syphilis here than there is in Engl and among the
working classes ; consider Provident Societies in this Colony have been a failure ; names of some Societies
who have failed to pay the moneys they have promised to pay {See question 9,015) ...
...
... 953
Provident Societies have not as a body been failures ; thinks they have been one of the greatest
agencies of modem times in alleviating pauperism ; states particulars of a few cases of defalcation in con
nection with certain Societies, and believes that it is a fact in England that during the decline of life of the
members of clubs they find that they have not sufficient stability without a constant accession of young
members, and failing to get that they break up ...
...
...
...
■ -•••
■ ■•
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Thinks certain so-called Religious Lodges have many members who join those Lodges apparently
with a view of promoting their religion but really for the purpose of receiving benefits intended for the
poorer people ; there is a kind of comjract on part of the medical profession to assist tlm working classes ;
regrets to say that there exists a wide-spread distrust with the working classes as to the financial stability
of existing Friendly Societies; if Societies wore placed on an actuarially sound basis membership would
become more general among the working classes ; would certainly support an actuarial investigation by a
Government officer ; thinks it is a great drawback that so many Societies meet in public-houses; copy of
form of medical certificate and member’s declaration in the Court Pride of Australia, A.O.F. {Tide question
9054)
.........................................
.............................................................................. :......................... 255
Thinks such a certificate is very good ; would be as well to make an addition in reference to
syphilis; rivalry of Lodges has promoted provident principles among the people in New South Wales;
there should be a kind of Industrial Bank in large cities which should be opened in the evening for tran
saction of business, <tc.; many of the inconveniences he has referred to would thus be obviated ; has noticed
people who arc members of Friendly Societies usually make an effort to keep their family intact; those who
have not these associations are much more careless; would favour complete Government supervision over
Friendly Societies even more complete than that which obtains in England ; management of Societies here
is quite as good as in England ; has found that diseases arise very largely from intevnperence
... 256
If questions relating to lung complaints were included in the form of member’s declaration it would
suit admirably; members of medical profession do not like for a low scale of fees to have to attend wealthy
people who happen to be member of Friendly Society; thinks it would be an excellent plan if heads of the
different Lodges could meet those members of the medical profession who are interested, with a view of regu
lating the payments to doctors upon some more satisfactory scale ; examinations is a guide to the Society
and the candidates see that it means something
...
...
...
...
■•■■■ _ 251
Would be much more advantageous for Societies to have their own dispensary ; docs not believe in
a man belonging to more than one Society; at the same time is in favour of graduated payments ; stone
masons and drapers should pay a different rate from that paid by butchers, the.; members of Police Force
receive two-thirds of their pay when sick.
...
...
...
...
...
•••
_ 258
There is a law in the Police service iu England that constables should not be members of Friendly
Societies; would be better to allow medical men to continue to hold office as long as the Societies they were
connected with were satisfied with them ; thinks chest measurement might be included in tile form as set
forth
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forth in the rules of the Ancient Order of Foresters; examinutions on the part have not been as fully
searching as they should he ; is in favor of a graduated scale of payments for the admission of fmembers,
also graduated scale of benefits according to the occupations of members ; is necessary to have a principle
embodied in the rules of a Society to insure its being on a sound financial basis,.. ■
...
...
259
Evidence of Dr. James Pickbwni:—Is a duly qualified medical practitioner; has always made a
careful examination of candidates ; has objected to certain trades, such as plumbers, painters, and publicans;
such occupations are dangerous to health
...
...
,,,
...
...
...
...
259
Examination of candidates is looked upon as rather a matter of form, Societies themselves being
anxious not to get healthy lives, but increased member and increased initiation money ; strips candi
dates but does not measure the chest; there is a veiy great readiness on the part of some of the members
to sham sickness : thinks as a rule the salaries paid to medical officers are very insufficient; thinks £1 per
annum per member would be a fair rate; a general dispenser would be cheaper and members would secure
good drugs ; is in favor of disqualifying the admission of certain trades absolutely ; accidents, such as bad
fractures, should be paid for extra j thinks the system of competition of running down the prices paid to
medical officers is bad for the Societies altogether
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
260
.Has built his practice upon Societies, but has been very glad to drop them ; thinks ordinary fee for
accouchement is too little j thinks amount of contribution per member should he increased ; is sure Friendly
Societies benefits working people’s homes, both socially and morally ...
...
...
...
261
Has found that when work is scarce men get sick ; doctors getting their friends to canvas for them
amongst the members is bad, both for the doctors and the Societies; is of opinion
per member per
annum would be a fair charge for medical men attending clubs or Lodges requiring medical attendance ;
does not think payments for medicines should lie less than 10s.; examinations should certainly be paid
for..........................................................................................................................................................................
262
Diseases most prevalent and fatal in this Colony amongst members of Friendly Societies are accidents,
diseases of the lungs, and fevers ; thinks system of members having to go to medical man again for renewal
of prescription is very necessary for the protection of the Societies; thinks in regard to examination of wives
that an affirmation by the husband under penalty would be sufficient; there should be a form of inquiry
made by medical men similar to that of a Life Insurance Society ; thinks it is the duty of a medical man not
to admit a man with a trifling ailment at all
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
203
JSmdence of Dr. William Ed. Warren :—Is a duly qualified medical practitioner; has never objected
to any candidate on account of occupation ; his prescriptions have in some instances been dispensed in an
honest, straightforward manner, but in other instances have becn.simply disgraceful; would favour a general
dispensary for all the Societies ; would make it compulsory on all Societies to have a proper medical form,
containing a personal statement...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
263
Thinks about LI or LI Is. a year would be a fair allowance to medical officers ; permitting persons
to be members of more than one Society in the majority of instances has led to malingering ; from his own
knowledge knows numbers of eases where financial basis of Societies has been insufficient ; there should be
some means adopted to ensure members getting sick pay
...
...
...
...
...
-264
For Deport of the Committee appointed by New South Wales Branch of the British Medical
Association to investigate and report on the medical working of Friendly Societies vide page
...
265
Evidence of Dr. Andrew John Dradjj :—Isa duly qualified medical practitioner; largest number of
members under his control at any given time about 400 ; general mortality of institutions has been com
paratively low, particularly in the Temperance Societies ; present means of examination of candidates seeking
admission is insufficient; some chemists do up prescriptions very well, and others do not; think a personal
statement of questions put to candidates ought to be strictly enforced in all Societies
...
...
265
The price paid is the cause principally of prescriptions not being faithfully and honestly dispensed ;
advocates a general dispensary for Friendly Societies ; thinks LI a year would be a fair allowance to medical
officer's; has frequently found a disposition on the part of membere to go on the funds when not ill; dis
approves of persons being members of more than one Society ; thinks sick certificates should he renewed
every fortnight, if not every week ; when men are on the sick funds they should he strictly looked after,
and if found drunk while in receipt of funds should be dealt with severely ; L2 2s. would be a fair- payment
for accoucchment cases; thinks it necessary to make distinction between surgical and ordinary cases..." 266
Has not made occupation a bar to admission; syphilis undoubtedly exists amongst members of the
Friendly Societies, but not to a great extent; cannot say it has been the cause of a large amount of
sickness ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
267
_
Evidence of Dr. Alfred She.wcn:—Is a duly qualified medical practitioner ; is medical officer of five or
six Benefit Societies ; considers examination of candidates is quite equal to that for life insurance; Lodges
belonging to Temperance Societies arc a great trouble and very unhealthy ; thinks a great many members
belonging to Temperance Societies have been old drunkards ...
...
...
...
...
...
267
Believes Is. 3d. is quite sufficient to ensure due fulfilment of the obligations of the Societies ; LI a
year would be a fair consideration for medical services ; change of medical officcrs-is rather a good thing
sometimes ; a general dispensary for Friendly Societies would probably answer best; when Lodges fall down
in numbers below a certain point they should be compelled to join with some other Lodge; they should not
be allowed to go on dragging on a miserable existence; would decidedly have a provision in any new
Friendly Societies Act preventing Societies starting upon an inadequate basis
............................
268
Evidence of Angus Cameron, Esg., M.P:—Is a Member of the Legislative Assembly, and Chairman
of Committees : has been a member for the last thirteen years of the Grand United Order of Oddfellows ;
contributions of Society have varied at times from Is. to 14d. ; during the whole of his experience of the
Society there never has been a case of repudiation ; funeral donations vary according to length of member
ship, from LIO up to L30 or L40, if you belong to the Widow and" Orphan Fund ; sick pay according to
membership, from LI to 5s. ; medical attendance and medicines for members, their wives and families, are
afforded ; thinks the sum paid is sufficient to pay all the benefits promised ; thinks conditions of the present
■
Act
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Act are not sufficient to ensure the protection members of Friendly Societies require ; during his tenure of
office as Grand Master the whole of the Jtcgistrar’H office seemed to be unhinged ; in June, 1877, in the
Legislative Assembly, he moved for a, return giving the number of Lodges in the different Societies, Ac.;
that return was never produced, because of inability of Registrar to obtain returns from Lodges ; that seems
to him to be one of the difficulties the majority of Friendly Societies are unable to cope with; does not
think Act is thoroughly administered ; Act is far too cumbrous and intricate ; a much more simple measure
would work more beneficially ; is rather in favour of a graduated scale of contributions : thinks he would
make a distinction between those occupations and injurious and those non-injurious to life and health
in persons seeking admission
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
269
Attempts made to assume a quasi masonic character necessitate in the matter of regalia and books
a large expenditure which ought to be applied to the Sick and Funeral Funds ; would be hardly practicable
under existing circumstances to have a general system of by-laws to govern whole body of Friendly Societies
with reference to funeral gifts, Ac.; would hardly be in favour of Government appointing a special depart
ment to look after Friendly Societies, Ac. ; thinks Friendly Societies have virtually been allowed to do
pretty much as they like; would be better if cases of dispute could be settled by arbitration ; a sliding scale
would be more equitable ; graduated contribution move advisable than general fixed rate with regal'd to age j
is quite possible for State to hamper Societies too much by asking for too much petty detail; would
advocate interference of a very limited character with internal management of Societies from actuarial point
of view ; would be glad to see all disputes referred to arbitration, and Government might be fairly
empowered to appoint a tribunal of two or three persons to act as arbitrators; health of members of
Societies is, he thinks, very good ; is of opinion moral character of members of Societies is very high... 270
Has noticed a great deal of mismanagement in connection with affairs of the Society; is of opinion
that the majority of Friendly Societies suffer from over-government; there arc too many District bodies
with charges on them that might be done away with; would be a good thing if Government took such
action as would ensure to members that they were members of a financial organization ; Government should
have some authority, which would say “we will not register your Society because your contributions are
not sufficient”; thinks there should be some head over Societies, an officer under one of the responsible
Ministers; Registrar should have power of sending an official Auditor to inspect books in Lodges; would
be in favour of any legislation that would place the Societies on a more solid footing ; only duty State has
to perform is to see that members are protected from misappropriation and embezzlement; would certainly
compel all Societies of a friendly character to come under the Act, whether they wished it or not; is of
opinion in reference to regalia that it would be wise for Friendly Societies to invest their money in a more
profitable manner ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
■■■
271
There are incidental defects springing from over legislation, such as a conflict of opinion between the
governing bodies and the passing of by-laws conflicting with one another ; has no doubt of the moral advan
tages accruing to members by joining Friendly Societies ; is undoubtedly an immense saving to the State ;
has no doubt of liability increasing with age ; thinks Registrar should have a salary, without fees ; registra
tion fees should be reduced to a minimum, if not altogether abolished ...
...
...
...
... 272
Evidence of Mr. IF. Walker:—Is Past Grand Master of the Protestant Alliance of Australia ; ex
pressed a wish to be examined on the point; that the registered laws are not being acted up to ; particulars
of cases of misappropriation of money, in connection with certain Lodges (see questions 9620 to 9646)...272
Does not think sufficient care is taken in appointing Secretaries and Treasurers, and that has led to
accounts being in a disordered state; disapproves of present system of auditing accounts ; would be worse
for Government to appoint a professional auditor; Act is not defective in any particular; Act in its present
shape is not suflieient for the good government of Friendly Societies ...
...
...
...
273
Was disposed from his position by a band drawn together ; thinks in matter of misappropriation
referred to, where amount was some £270, the man was charged with misappropriating the funds ; sup
pressed the misappropriation from his reports; acted upon law 182 of Society's rules ; has not taken any
action to bring other cases of misappropriation under anybody’s notice; party charged with misappropriation
of £270 asked for time and was allowed it; was deposed from office in September, 1880; is not the previous
President referred to as being suspended for drunkenness; Executive took proceedings against him for the
recovery of property; they succeeded, but did not get the collar; lie paid value of collar; clause 42 of the
Act prohibits Lodges investing.their funds; stated at Newcastle, in reference to deficiency of £276 in
accounts of a certain Secretary, that he would stake his existence that the balance-sheet was not correct;
balance-sheet had been submitted to the Auditors, and signed by them ; was submitted to the Council, and
received as correct; books were re-audited, balance-sheets re-examined, and the deficiency discovered;
Auditors were eacli paid £1 Is. for audit; other audits in connection with subordinate Lodges have been
performed in an equally neglectful manner ; men who generally audit these accounts are not competent;
would be right for the Government themselves to have these accounts audited...
...
...
... 274
In nine cases out of ten the manner in which these audits have taken place is a sample of the manner
in which the accounts generally are audited ; when Grand Master he visited many of the Lodges, and had a
look at the books; the Secretaries and Auditors are totally unfit; there had been an unlawful investment
of the funds of the Order generally ; was not in the Grand Council when it first took place; voted against
it in the subordinate Lodge ; investment transgresses the law because it is a Joint Stock Company ; whole
of the Society’s rules are ignored by tho Executive ; Society was formed as a Benefit Society ; benefits are
not carried out according to law; does not think the alleged misappropriation of funds was legal of the
governing bodygeneral meetings are held every year; it is in the province of the Grand Master to sign
cheques; none of the officers ever took action in the Courts by proceeding against the Trustees about the
investments in question
...
...
....
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
275
Evidence of Mr. Alfred John Pinel:—Represents Court Friendship Society of Royal Foresters;
present number of members 19; has had ns many as 120; Society is just dissolving; has lately liad a
serious drain by way of sickness ; amount of contributions Is. a week, and Id. for the Widow and Orphan
Fund ; sickness referred to has consumed the whole of the funds surplus and all and left Society without
any means ; is a wrong idea to have small oourts with twenty or thirty members; payment to doctor 4s. a
member a quarter; payment to chemist, 3s,; as far as he is aware that amount has gained to the members
efficient meifical attendance and good medicines ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 276
,
Dissolution
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Dissolution of Lodge is due to inability to carry on and several members leaving and going bad on
the books; Grand Court ■will grant clearances on payment of half a crown; attributes want of attention on
the part of membere to their not bringing new members in, they happening to be Roman Catholics, because
the meetings were held in the Protestant Rail; tho feeling was against the building and not the Society ;
Supremo Court is bound to take care of the members; it is compulsory on other Courts to accept these
members irrespective of their ages................................................................................
■ _
,
277
, T^-un'crcett of Mr. Ed, W. Parsonage:—Is Secretary of the Independent Order of Oddfellows,
Miller s Point Lodge ; numlmr of members by the last returns, 45 financial and 9 unfinancial; Lodge has
been established since January, ’79 ; amount of funds at end of the year, £112 5s. 4d. ; benefits, sick pay,
£1 a week;_ funeral benefits for males, £20, and females, £10 ; no benefits for children
................ 277
Particulars of ease of deficiency of £36 odd by a Treasurer; is of opinion that some uniform method
should he adopted of keeping the Ixioks of Societies ; fact of different men keeping the hooks in different
manner brings about a jumble in the end; lias found the balance sheets and audits generally satisfactory ;
would have no objection to Government supervision in the way of an Examiner of Accounts of Friendly
Societies; would favour provision in new Act that no Society should he permitted to start without an
actuarially based system of contributions ; a promissory-note was received from the party who was a defaulter
for the money due to Society signed by a gentleman of good position in Sydney : name of defaulting
member, Mr. J. J. Horanguarantee is taken from the Secretary and Treasurer of'£50 each; considers
Society is in a sound financial state; balance to credit of Lodge after payment of accounts last year, £112 ;
amount of contribution is fixed in the constitution and not by advice of any actuary...
...
... 278
Evidence of Mr. John Smart .-—Is the Secretary of the Independent Order of Oddfellows No. 12
Ben Adhen Lodge; financial position of Society is pretty fair just now ; amount of funds to credit, £153
r*i nri' \ nuin™r
financial members, 53; amount in Bank over expenses and liabilities last year,
"rt.®, i
Secretary and Treasurer made away with funds; name of Treasurer, Bernard Carroll; and
Wilham Anderson, Secretary ; amount of defalcation, Treasurer, £34 : Secretary, something like £8 or £9 ;
got £0 from the Secretary and £24 from the Treasurer and a promissory-note for £10 more, hacked by Mr.
Barnett, of the Post Office, but both went insolvent before the note became due; guarantee Society has not
made balance good ; medical officer is paid a few days after his account is presented; balance sheet is
generally audited every quarter; the regular audit is half-yearly ; the defalcations were discovered from the
special audit that took place ; some of the members had an idea that things were going wrong and there was in
consequence a special audit; Auditors were Mr. Cannon, the Grand Secretary, and Mr. Perry ; thinks the
Society is m a good financial position and able to meet all its liabilities ; members are all subjected to a
medical exammation before admission; has not found any inconvenience in his Society arising from any
defect m the Act; benefits, 20s. a week sick pay ; funeral donation, £20 for a man and £10 for a woman;
aiso doctor and chemist; contributions, Is. 3d. a week ; has no doubt that the two defaulters named come
under clause 13 ; Treasurer said he had made away with the money to meet little things that he owed ; both
parties were expelled
................
..................................................... .
279
Does not know of the statement of the Guarantee Society to the effect that if the matter was left to
them they would prosecute to the utmost; exercised any influence in preventing the Lodge from taking
steps ; thinks there was some reference of the matter by the Trustees to the higher Executives of the Order
for their opinion ; does not think it beneficial that officers misappropriating tho funds should be let off in
this way ; it would have been better if they had been punished ; believes-members are generally satisfied
with medical attendance and medicines supplie'd ; pay medical officer (Dr. Warren) IGs. a year ...
280
Evidomc of Mr. William Harrison
Is alate member of Lodge No. 25 Young Australia Protestant
Alliance; by his own desire he ceased to be a member about two and-a-half years ago; Society subsequently
proceeded against him in the Police Court and recovered a verdict for non-payment of dues after his paying
up and tolling them that he would not be a member until he was satisfied about a certain matter ; did
recover the money; there were no other proceedings; they took the bailiffs out; amount was about £3 9s.;
was one ot the founders of the Society ; declined paying any further into the Society in consequence of some
defalcations; books were never put into his hands ; matter was brought before the meeting by the Secretary
who said it was a matter of £200 or £300; late Secretary was called upon for an explanation which he
rfiTllfifin flA (TlVA
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He said he had not got the books ; lie insisted there should be some satisfaction as he discovered
there were some transactions unfit for a Friendly Society ; one member stated that his money was not paid
m according to the hooks; Secretary threw down the money and said he would pay it rather than make a
bother; has no doubt that if the member had died the widow would not have had the benefit; Mr.
Perry the past Secretary would be able to give further particulars on the matter; these complaints us far as
his knowledge extended were investigated by tho Society ; would rather not give the name of the Secretary
m question; is not prepared to say who made away with the money ; it is patent that if Trustees and Auditors
take books in pencilthere must be something wrong about it; thinks the matter of the books is worth
uie attention of the Commission ; has paid into Society for a number of years; they had all his money and
he had nothing ; at his age it was a disadvantage to take a man bank ; decidedly regarded it as a hardship
to lie subjected to those proceedings; disapproves of the provision in the Friendly Societies Act giving
power to sue, hut if a man is debtor then he might be sued; thinks present provision is quite against
uie finendly interest; would most certainly favour the principle of a member twelve months in
arrears being struck off; matter of defalcations was not cleared up before he left the Society; left in con
sequence of that; it was Secretary or Treasurer that discovered tho defalcations; was told ai, a Lodge
meeting that the amount was £200 or upwards; if the money had been properly dealt with the Lodge
would have been in a financial state ; is at present a member of tbe A. II. Foresters
...
...
281
Has belonged to that Society rather more than twenty years ; thinks it is a wise thing for a man to be
a member of two Societies ; it would not lead to very groat abuses if the officers did their duty • several
other members were sued as well as himself ; deficiency of £200 was discovered about three years ago last
January ; deficiency was disclosed through Secretary’s finding that there had been more sick pay than was
shown on tho books ; Pettit was the name of the former Secretary; there are about 160 membere connected
with
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with the Society; would not favour appointment of an officer to examine Societies’ accounts at given
periods ■ examination of books should be made at periods not known to Societies ; it is very important to
send in annual returns ; some slight penalty should be inflicted for non-fulfilment; registration fees should
no into the public Treasury : knew of the misappropriation alluded to froin hearsay in the Lodge...
28^
Was in arrears about two and a half years; pleaded word “shall” in Hth Knle, in Court; does not
see how Friendly Societies Act can he worth much if such a defence as made by himself can be pleaded and
reiected : from his experience has found the Foresters’ control over the books was different; a Government
officer would be a still further check upon them; would favour tho recovery of as much from the members of
a Society as they are liable for before the name is removed from the books ; would even go as far as sue
months

...

...

■■■

"■

Evidence of Mr. Joseph TownsendIs a member of the Waratah Lodge Order of Druids at Kyde ; states
that about four years ago the Lodge was established, and he found on the next meeting there was a sort of
party • next Lodge night there was a bill for this party ; bill was made up and paid by collection to the
amount of £35 ; it was paid for in instalments ; there were a few concerts and members began to come m
with their fees all at once it began to give away ; some were bad on the books and others were taken to
the Police Court for arrears of fees ; tells Commission about last summoning case when the Lodge gamed
a verdict, and a member was put into gaol; Grand Lodge paid money ; Society declined to pay ; dispute as
to whether Grand Secretary or Lodge Socretaiy should pay; Lodge Secretary required £2 for doing so;
complains of the charge of £35 for the formation of the Lodge ; funds in Lodge on the 31st January,
£71 12s. in the Bank ; number of members at present, 24 ; contributions^ 13d. a week; benefits in sickness,
£1 aweek and Uie doctor; in case of death benefit is paid outof the District funds
Arrears of members who were put in gaol at Parramatta went to the Lodge ; items m the bill were
gowns, binds, and acoms ...
...
...
...
■■■
-■•
•■■
••■
• ••
"■
‘ '
Evidence of Mr. John Watson .—Has been a chemist and druggist for about thirty years in the
Colony • has hadkrge expenence in connection with dispensing prescriptions for Friendly Societies; is at
present chemist for about fifteen Societies ; for statements of general averages of prices paid per member in
these Societies to chemist vide question 10,133, page 284 ; thinks it sufficient payment to ensue a proper
dispcnsiim of the different prescriptions for remarks in reference to matter contained m statement of general
averages of prices, &&, (vide questions 10,135 to 10,136, pages 284 and 285); has heard it remarked that
many of the chemists do not faithfully prescribe the medicine ordered; members arc required to get
an order from doctor for renewal of medicine; payments made by Societies leave a fair profit; has no doubt
that other chemists can dispense at the same average prices and get the same profit be allows, 33£ per cent;
believes there is reputed to be very keen competition in the trade for supplying the Societies; has never
durin" his thirty years experience heard of any of the members having any difficulty m getting
■ their sick pay; has heard remarks but no particular complaints by medical men that the medicines have not
been faithfully dispensed in other quarters; the substitution of other drugs might retard cure ^
... 285
Has not in the course of Ids dispensing noticed that members of Friendly Societies and their
families have been more troubled with venereal diseases than others ; believes people are generally better
pleased if they go to a private chemist; thinks medical men arc rather in favour of private establishments
than public ones: has heard that medical men prefer certain places and that some of them are in the habit
of <mttin"a discount; has been told of one medical man in particular that he got 25 per cent; it is
undoubtedly unwise to close a dispensary at 9 or 10 o’clock at night; average of ^md.es of members of
Joint Societies 7,684 persons ; amount received from them for quarter ending duly, 1881, £/04 os. (d. -bb
Evidence of Mr. Arthur Robins:—Is dispenser of the Oddfellows Dispensary, Manchester I’liity ;
"reatest number of members lie has had to dispense for was something over 2,000 ; average number ot
prescriptions made up daily about seventy : present system has given general satisfaction to his members ;
average cost of his establishment has been about 4s. 6d. per quarter, including drugs and medical attendance;
three medical officers get a salary of £250 a year each ; cost of drugs alone ranges from £i o to £112 per
ouarter ; patients provide their own bottles ; has had no complaints from medical ofheere, only one solitary
exception; under some restrictions a general dispensary is more likely to give satisfaction than to have
medicine dispensed by private chemists ...
...
•••
■"
,
Does not think it would give more general satisfaction to the members to tender at so much per
head ■ his patients can get medicine at all hours in urgent cases ; the drugs received from Elliott, Bros,
is of the very best quality ; does not think that the officers of the Institute prescribe less expensive medi
cines than they would to private patients ; strength of drugs is fixed by the Pharmaceutical society ; does
not do anything in the way of venereal diseases
.......................................-........................................, ibl
Largest number of patients during any given quarter has been over /,000 ;_2s. 22-d. per quarter per
head would' be rather heavy ; the medical gentlemen are always complaining of being under-paid ; has bad
no difficulty in procuring good and qualified medical men at £250 a year ...
...
■■■
”
For-Progress Report and List of Witnesses examined to 12th June, 1882, vides pages -88, lS9, and
290.
“
.

Fv/rfker evidence of Mr. John Hampton
Is District Grand Secretary of the Order of Royal Fores
ters ■ has knowledge of a man of the name of Cox ; his widow and family did not receive funeral benefits
because they had not complied with the rules of the Order ; believes he did receive sick pay till the day
of his death ; proposes to make a statement before answering any questions ; for statement see Questions
10286 to 10287 pan-es 290 and 291; Cox was financial on the books of his Lodge ; branch to which he
beWed is now defunct; District Lodge cannot pay the widow because they were not m compliance at the
time • thinks case was a very exceptional one ; has never known of such a case before ; if Society of which Oox
formed a party had had sufficient funds they would have paid his widow out of then-own funds ; Cox received
sick pay fully'six months prior to ills death; he was an old member of the Society ; there were upwards ot
100 members at tlie time; one quarter was due when they wore suspended; did not pay up their arrears
themselves ; an individual member of the Court made a cheque out himself on purpose to enable the branch
to become in compliance, and has not been paid that cheque back again; Court passed a resolution not^ to
pay their levies................................................................................................................................................
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Mr. Hampton reinstated the Lodge when the quarter's levies were paid.; Supreme Court would not
pay Lick levies of Cox’s because branch of which lie was a member at the time he died did not belong to
tlie Society ; Court Cox belonged to paid so much quarterly towards the Funeral Fund ; supreme body "had
not specially any money in the shape of Funeral Funds belonging to the Court to which he was attached ;
Court specially understood that if any claims came upon Society during time of suspension they would not
be paid ; widow was debarred because tlie branch had not registered itself ; his Funeral Fund is a general
fund ; ho has nothing to do with individual members ; Courts reinsure their risks on his general fund...292
District thought Cox’s was a hard ease, hut in consequence of hugeness of his operations he was com■ pelled. to take what appeared to be harsh measures ; the fact of a squabble going on between the Court and
tlie District over registration of their laws was tho excuse tlie Court made for not paying the money ; mem
bers not paying up quarterly they and every member were suspended from all benefits ; that is ground of
his objection ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
4-<
_ 333
Evidence of Mr, Richd. 2'eece —Is an Actuary and is chief Clerk in the Australian Mutual Provi
dent Society ; lias principally theoretically devoted attention to the working of Friendly Societies ; Is. or
Is, 3d. a week being sufficient to insure all benefits to members of a Society would depend very much on
relative ages of members in the Society ; is quite certain it would not bo sufficient if cost of medical benefits
were 1 Gs. per member, besides 6s. for medicine ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 293
Has found mortality among assured lives very much less in other parts of the world ; publicans
and medical men arc not good lives ; nor plumbers, painters, and journeymen bakers, stone-masons, and
millers ; butchers are everywhere regarded as bad lives, but have been best lives in his Society ; thinks
there should he some distinction made in regard to these occupations in Friendly Societies : would not pro
hibit thorn in participating in the benefits derived ; graduated payments and benefits could be given to
persons if these objectionable classes of a Society was composed of entirely of one class of occupation ; if
only a small element of particularly hazardous calling it would not be necessary to make any modification
at all ; proportionate mortality to the 1,000 among lives in New South Wales ; would not be more than
12 or 14 among adults 3 thinks it would be highly desirable for wives of members to undergo a medical
examination ; all information and experience his Society has relating to sickness and death has been col
lected in respect of the ages of tlie persons under observation, ifcc., ite. {See Question 10.411.)
... 294
Is sure a Society of 10,000 members paying dGs. per annum and averaging 36 years of age could
not pay a guinea a week and £20 at death ; a Society may exist a long time and still be in an insolvent
position ; at valuation of Manchester Unity in England in 1871 they had a fund of over 3 millions sterling
and yet there was a deficiency of a million and a quarter • expectation of life varies with every year of life ;
thinks Friendly Societies are much more largely recruited from tlie ranks of working men) should have
family history on candidates examination form a iittle more complete ; if Actuaries are told when examining
tho tables of a Friendly Society that when members die that the liability of the Societ3r to their wives ceases
they would value it so; they would not assume anything;. thinks Eatciiffo’s tables, those contained in
Supplementary Report of 1872, are tho most reliable he has
................................................................... 295
Should think any other system than the sliding very iniquitous; if experience for ten years of
Societies of the Colony were collected the data would he fairly reliable ; fails to see how the Management
Express Fund could be legally reimbursed by cessation by members leaving District; places no importance
on tlie initiation fees; status in Victoria allows all Societies five years as a sort of probation j fair time
should be given Societies to enable them to reform themselves .and giving valuers opportunity of going
through work ; sufficiently accurately experience to construct a table upon : his own tabic is based on
experience of twenty English’and Scotch offices j experience of Societies of a kindred character is the best;
thinks statistics which Commission lias now got would be scarcely any use; would require statistics of
reference to ages of members on any event; must know the number of people who arc in receipt of their
own expectation of benefits, the benefits to which they are entitled, the conditions under which they get
their benefits, and the contributions to provide tiicse benefits, ifcc., &c. ...
...
...
... 296
’ ’
Asa rule cessations are a benefit, and in very many cases they are the contrary ; does not think
difference of claims between Ordinary Life Insurance Society and Friendly Society makes question of
cessation materially different; difference between rate per cent, paid in a fire insurance and a life policy is
that when man pays a premium for a life insurance policy at first lie pays more than necessary, for in order
to be charged a uniform contribution tlirough life while iu fire office there is always just the same risk ;
would take question of doctor and medicine into consideration in his tables if it were understood contri*
hutions were to pay for them; amount of sickness and the death into would certainly affect tlie contri
butions ; his attention lias been called to the fact that Temperance bodies as a rule are a lighter sick and
death rate; would not make a special difference in their rate of contribution unless he had experience
collected exclusively from Temperance Societies; would equalise it subsequently on valuation of the
Societies; if contribution fixed left Society with large surplus would arrive at conclusion it would he
desirable to reduce them ; would not in a valuation consider the number of members resigning an important
fact in tlie calculation; thinks system as regards increase of the Funeral Fund is safe if contributions are
sufficient for it; thinks the experience of the Societies themselves of value if carefully collected; is in
favour of introduction of graduated scale of payments according to age ; Ratcliffe’s tables as they appear
on vision requiring £2 4s. 2d. to give £1 a week and £1.1. 17s. 9£d. at age of 60 would be correct, but they
are calculated at 3 per cent. : a higher rate, of interest could be assumed iu these Colonics ; would recommend
Radcliffe’s last tables in forming a code of rules ; Societies should be compelled to furnish returns in a form
which any statist with knowledge of tlie subject would provide for thorn
...
...
...
... 297
Thinks there should be a Statistical Department for Friendly Societies, with a Statist and Actuary
attached ; flunks that with such a number of people interested in the well being of these Societies it is
desirable that there should be some person appointed to whom they would go for advice in law matters ;
thinks legislation in this Colony might follow in the same lines as of investigations in England, New
Zealand, and Victoria ; they merely require special modification to meet the special circumstances of this
Colony ; it should be made compulsory on all Societies to make annual returns to the Registrar ; every
Society should be compelled to register under tlie Act; would have same form of return used in every
Society except in special cases ; would bn, prudent to allow all Societies to vary their rates of contributions
and benefits the same as Insurance Companies do, provided they did not go below a certain minimum fixed by
actuarial
486—m

90

FEIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT IKQUIIiV COMMISSION—ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE,

actuarial contributions; would force an actuarial investigation every five years; set of tables should be framed
by Government for the use of valuers, by which value of Societies could be calculated with little cost, and it
would then take very little to value tlie Societies : would not in framing these tables make allowances for
withdrawals ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
••• 298
Is of opinion with number of Societies in tbe Colony ten years of their experience would give a fairly
reliable table ; sums for each separate benefit should undoubtedly be kept distinct; would limit age up to
which sick allowances should ho granted; inclines to the opinion tliat the majority of Societies in this
Colony are not insolvent; actuarial investigation has generally set forth that Friendly Societies are not in
a sound financial position
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
■■■
••• 299
Thinks returns called for in Victoria would be suitable to this Colony ; would be necessary to get
the liability of each Lodge as to the longevity of its members ; would be fatal error to allow persons only to
join who were in want of the benefits
...
...
...
...
.............................
300
Evidence of Mr. Christopher Eolleslon, C.M.G.:—Is Auditor-General of New South Wales; formerly
held position of Registrar-General ; while holding that position he took some interest in tlie calculations
with reference to basis on which the Friendly Societies were working ; inquired into system in vogue and
collected the quinquennial returns which A ct of tliat day required to be sent in to the Crown Law officers ;
analyzed them and made report to Colonial Secretary with such tables as he could prepare ; tliat return
was laid before Parliament; will be found in volume II of Votes and Proceedings of 1861-2, page 1055 ;
cannot tell Commission as to financial position of Societies ; is not in a position to offer any observations
that could be of any value to the Commission
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 300
^Evidence of Mr. James Frew :—Is Secretary of the Rose of Petersham Lodge, G. .O.O. ; has 655
financial members; initiation fees from ] 6s. to 20s., graduated up to 105s. from 39s. to 40s. ; weekly pay
ments, Is, a week ; balance at the credit of Society half-year ending December,
11s. 4d. ; receipts for
the year, ,£2] I 17s. lid.; expenditure, .£157 6s. lid.; money paid on account of sick pay, £4 13s. 10d,;
amount of working expenses, £26 11s, 6d.; benefits, medical attendance and medicines for members, their
wives and families, and £1 per week sick pay; on death of member, £20; death of his wife, £10;
allowance set apart to meet contingencies of those who might fall sick, 22 per cent. : is in favour of Govern
ment cxercismg close supervision of Friendly Societies ...
...
...
...
...
...
301
Doctor is paid £1 a year per member ; chemist, 8s. per year ; Societies starting should he compelled
to have an actuarial certificate of the sound basis of their contributions if Government paid for it; funds in
hand from £50 to £60
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
302
Half-fees are desirable if Lodge is low in funds, or members falling off; it is a good way of inducing
persons to join tlie Lodge ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
■■■
303
Evidence of Mr. Patrick Curran :—Is a member of Hibernian Australian Catholic Society ; states
nature of a complaint he wishes to make, Vc. (See question 10093 to 10712, pages ...
... 303 and 304
Evidence of Mr. Thomas Coonan:—Is member of the Sacred Heart Branch of Hibernian Australian
Catholic Benefit Society; states briefly what he knows respecting complaint made by Mr. Curran;
questions 10715 to 10730, page ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 304
Evidence of Mr. 'Robert Webber:—Is Secretary of G.U.O.O. ; amount of funds to credit,
£60 0s. 3d.; contributions, Is. a week and 2s. a quarter levies to contingent fund; payment to medical
officer, 7s. per quarter per member; it would be a great deal better to have a uniform rate of contribution
...
...
...
...
...
...
„
...
...
... 305
for all Friendly Societies ...
Evidence of Mr. George Brown :—Is Secretary of the Herald Office Benefit Society; Society is not
registered under Friendly Societies Act; amount of accumulated funds, £270 ; number of members, 111 ;
benefits; medical attendance in cases of sickness to members and their families, sick pay ranging from 25s.
to 15s. per week and £15 burial fee on death of member, £10 on death of member’s wife ; contributions, 3s.
per month per member; persons comprising Society are wholly those employed in Herald Office ; doctor is
paid iSs. a year a head
...
...
...
...
..
...
...
...
...
... 306
Society pays for prescriptions, with 33 per cent, discount; does not think 3s. a month is sufficient
to ensure payment of all benefits Society provides ; Society would not have been sound without donation of
the £100 from Messrs. Fairfax & Sons; expenditure last year about £280; receipts less cash in Bank,
£60 11s. 6d. ; for first half-year of 1SS1 were £213 2s. Cd. ; expenditure, £156 3s. lOd. ; next half-year
receipts were £202 2s. 8d., less £49 13s.; cash in Bunk and £7 5s. 8d. cash in hand was £158 17s. 6d.;
these amounts include £100 from .Messrs. Fairfax A Sons ; present hulf-year’s balance-shoots, balanced up
to date, show £100 debenture in Bank of New South Wales and interest in Government Savings’ Bank of
£64 19s. Id. and £3 5s. interest, and £2 2s. interest on two bonds due this half-year ; receipts of Society
are £92 2s. lid., less cash in hand and Bank, £43 5s, 2d,; expenditure was £93 IGs. 6d.; amount in
Joint Stock Bank, £103 5s. 5d. ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 307
Initiation fee 5s. uniformly; fees to Doctor in cases of accouchement two guineas, paid by the
members...
...
................
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
307
Has no pension fund in connection with the Society ; lias a scale as to sick pay ; thinks it would
he an advantage to bring the society under the. operation of the law
...
...
...
...
308
Would most decidedly favour appointment of a Government officer to supervise all Societies of a
Friendly benefit nature; has a sliding scale of payments
...
...
...
...
...
...
309
Evidence of Mr. Henry Austen:—Is Treasurer of No. 3, Good Samaritan Sons of Temperance; financial
position of Society is low; amount of money to credit about £72 ; contributions, 1 s. a week ; usual benefits
are given by tlie Society ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... '
...
... 309
Payment to doctor per member, 5s. 8d. per quarter; chemist finds Ins own medicine...
... 310
Evidence of Mr. Jacob Audit:—Represents the American constitution of Oddfellows; has a complaint
against the Society ; states nature of complaint (vide questions 11039 to 11051, pages 311 and 312) ... 312
.
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,, .. Evidence of Dr. W. W. Joseph O'Rdlhj—Is Uon. Secretary t o Now South Wales Branch of tlie British
Medical Association ; lias one Society at present, Court Bohin Hood of the Foresters; pay 1dm
a year
per member ; there has certainly been no proper form of examination of candidates in Society : form some
what similar to that of Life Assurance offices should be adopted ; finds at present time peoplo with con
siderable means, as merchants, bank managers, &c., avail themselves to large extents of the medical benefits
intended for their less affluent brethren ; a large number of the classes mentioned avail themselves of the
services of the doctor; his Society regards Friendly Societies as simply for meclumics, labourers, small
traders, and journeymen, and not for persons better off’in life...
...
...
...
...
312
Payment to medical men should not be less than £1 per annum ; thinks that amount is sufficient to
ensure attendance on members, their wives, and families ; is a fair payment if confined to the class spoken
of, within a certain radius ; fee m cases of accouchement should he increased up to two guineas because of
the continual attendance; some of the best medical men have commenced with the Societies ; the maiority
of members in Sydney registered under the New South Wales Board belong to Association; medical man
taking a Society for I Os. would have to have a large number of Societies to make it pay him - has
had reason to doubt that his prescriptions have been faithfully dispensed ; attributes that to chemist being
insufficiently paid ; thinks fairest way of paying a chemist is to fake a per centage of the amount of medi
cines dispensed ; does not think it is right that members should be permitted to belong to more than one
Society; has found in certain Lodges a disposition on the part of members to be placed on funds when reallv
notsicic ...
...
...
i -a ,,PUfe for ^iat would
not to permit persons to be members of more than one Society ; that should
decidedly be a provision in any new legislation ; is aware that the members and Lodges of several Societies
do not pay sufficient to place Societies in a solvent, position ; Association does not think the present facilities
granted by Government Savings’ Banks and Post Office Savings’ Banks arc sufficient for the purpose - all
iniancial matters should be earned on through the bank instead of through the Societies; thinks tliat would
simplify the working of tlie Societies ; recommend a bank for carrying on all the operations of Friendly
Societies only; there are many things that would come up in reference to which it would be well to have
medical men on the Commission; if medical men get better pay Lodge patients would get better attention ■
has had no expenence of internal working of Friendly Societies...
'.............................
...
.
314
.
■^■a,s
1'cafi0U assume that wives and children of members attend and pay the contributions, thereby
savmg a loss of time and salary to member himself ; wives of members have complained to him that none
ot the visiting members have been to them nor have they received their sick pav ; class of members men
tioned m second paragraph of his report probably arc the most valuable members m connection with Friendly
teocieties, m vent o£ tlie most wealthy of tho citizens of Sydney organising themselves into a Society for the
purpose of securing medical attendance to themselves and family at a much cheaper rate than they have had
to pay under the system of having a family doctor it would but bo in harmony with recommendation as set
torth in paragraph II of Ins report jf such men belonged to an Association of that kind ; it would demend
upon what their contributions were
...
...
...
...
...
310
Receives £1 1 Is. 6d. in his Court for midwifery cases ; one object of Association adopting clause about
riendly Societies bank was that it would prevent the possibility of defalcations; it would also facilitate
members getting sick pay quicker than at present ; Association would like medical attendance to bo entirely
separated from the provident portion of the objects of Friendly Societies ; bis Society is prepared to allow
all toe members, no matter what their financial position may be, to receive sick benefits in money as well as
the funeral donations, but not medical benefits ; the sooner the friendly principle is separated from the com
mercial toe better for the Societies
...
...
...
...
...
31 g
Societies would get better served if they combined and got a public dispensary ; thinks the laree
dispensaries can get as good drugs as any private chemist; members of Friendly Societies are rather free from
venereal diseases tlian others
...
...
...................
................
Evidence ofMr. Richard iStapfetow .-—Belongs to the St. Patrick’s Branch, Parramatta, of the Guild ■
number of members, 112 ; total assets in property and money, about £1,200 in round numbers ; is invested
in accordance with the Friendly Societies Act of 18f>7 ; rate of subscription, 13d. to the general fund and
Id. to the widow and orphans; gives exactly the same benefits as the other branches of the Guild ■ no
circumstances have come under his notice in which the present Act lias not been sufficient for his pui-poses ■
thinks actual workmg of Societies might be left to members themselves ; members are allowed a pension
Society is independent; contemplates registering rules under Act when tlie Commission is finished... 31G
Evidence of Mr. Stephen Murphy:—Is a member of the Manchester Unity, tlie United Brothers
Lodge,..
...
...
...
...
...
%t.
...
...
( 219
Was charged with slandering certain officers of the Lodge ; regards their action as being illegal - case
was. nonsuited in .District Court ; for plaintiff’s statement dated February 2nd, 1882, see page 320 ; "rounds
of his expulsion were the result of an inquiry as to certain sums of money he paid over to Financial
secretary as Treble Grand of the Lodge ; auditors refused him any information ; the money in question was
fanes imposed by him and Mr. Robertson who filled the chair after him ; amount was £4 Os. Gd. - Read’s
notice of motion that caused row because he could not get any account of the moneys he inquired
fitter ...
...
...
...
._
,.,
...
. 41
t
220
. -Admission of one of the Auditors that he did not audit the fine book ; other Auditor was absent from
meeting ; acknowledgment of Society that he did not place the moneys to the credit of the Sick and Funeral
Fund according to 23 by-law of Lodge; interview of Provincial Corresponding Secretary with Lodge
officers and their determination to bring the case before meeting of the Lodge ; and his attendance being
required to substantiate his charges ; reads copy of charge to P.C.S. (see page 321); was not allowed to state
fais ease before Lodge ; was about two liours talking but Chairman would not allow him to substantiate his
charge ; officers were all unanimously acquitted of the clmrge
...
...
...
...
...
. . 321
Robertson preferred a charge against him ; J red go was summoned to deal with charge ; meeting
decided charge proved against him, and passed resolution to expel him; received intimation of his
expulsion; applied subsequently to the District and wrote Mr. Golding requesting him to lay it before
District Meeting ; is not in arrears ; was told by Mr. A. Kcthel that Mr. Gelding was the only obstacle in the
way of his being reinstated ; two officers examined fine-book with him and concluded it had not been audited
since 18G3 ; notwithstanding that the persons charged were dismissed by the investigatin'' Committee of the
IjOdS0......................................................
................ .
................................................................................ 322
His
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His action turned simply on the irregularity of keeping the books ; the words “ wilfully combined’
were stated through ignorance; does not consider he got fair play j was in Court when the case went on
against him befoie Judge Cohen; no books to his knowledge were brought into Court ...
...
... 323
' Evidence of Mr, Abrahnm IF. Chapman :—Is Treasurer of the Manchester Unity Order ;_has held
several offices in connection with the Lodge ; Lodge provides own chemist separate from the medical insti
tute ; payment to doctor 3s. Cd. pur member per quarter ; costs 2ts. a year for doctor and chemist ; system
is not so cheap as other Lodges that support Medical institute ; reason for adoption of present mode^was
dissatisfaction with arrangements of the dispensary and the doctor ; number of members close on oOO ;
Murphy had a fair trial in every way ; Society is managed on the same principle as other Lodges of tho
Order ; benefits similar to those in other Lodges ; has uniform rate oi contribution Is. 2d. a week ; iw-50 of
funds is invested in land in KHzabeth-strect
...
...
•••
^24Cost to the Lodge of ]awT expenses in Murphy’s case vuts between £50 and £G0 : thinks his Society is
in a thoroughly sound financial position ; would be glad to see his contributions increased a penny a week ;
graduated scale of payments ought to be adopted in all Lricmlly Societies ; reason that Society ceased to
subscribe to the Medical Institute was owing to complaints by members that they did not have the control
over the medical officers that they should have ; there were also complaints against the non-attendance of
medical men and the medicines ; members did not believe the medicines -were genuine ... _ ...
... 325
Members are decidedly more satisfied with the present system ; every opportunity was afforded
Murphy to prove his case ; is not in favour of a Hoard of Final Appeal ; should advise executive body to
defend any lawsuit; docs not think drugs as good as those obtained from private chemist can be obtained
from Institute
...
...
...
...
■■■
•••
Has had no complaints in conucccion with medical attendance under the present system ; he was for
years on the Medical Board ; is in favour of annual audit of Societies’ accounts by Government officers ;
thinks the less Government interfere with Friendly Societies the better, beyond seeing that they pay a
proper rate of contribution ; Friendly Societies most undoubtedly are a great advantage to tbe State in more
ways than one
...
...
...
...
...
...
■■■
Evidence of Mr. John llobhmo'n:—Is Secretary of the United Brothers Lodge of the Oddfellow's;
total amount of funds, £2,949 14s. Id. ; number of members, 4._>0; funeral donation of Lodge comes from
District: Lodge pays Is, 6d. a quarter levy to District for Funeral Fund ; pays tho District Gd.., sometimes
4d. levy to Widow and Orphans Fund; District pays funeral donation in event of a member’s death, in
return for levy
...
...
...
...
...
.-.
A brother dying and leaving children under a certain age, a sum is paid out of huner.ul bund
according to scale calculated on tho length of membership ; largest amount paid out of tliat fund £30 ; must
be a member over twenty years to get it; payments to doctor 3s. Gd. per member good in the books, and
Is, 9d. for member being bad during the quarter, and Is. 9d, for every new member as an examination fee ;
payment to doctor and chemist about 24s. per member per year ; amount paid on account of sick pay last
year, £572 14s. 2d. ; cost of management during same period, £175 5s. 2d. ; Mr. Stephen Murphy's charge
was groundless as far as be can recollect ; bo was an Auditor at the time ; does not think Murphy would
under any circumstances bo taken back into tbe Lodge ; thinks tbe whole of the lines inflicted during
Murphy's term of office, and that of his successor were accounted for ; Act decidedly alfords sufficient
security to members and officers of the different Friendly Societies ; report brought up by the Auditors in
Murphy's case was favourable to the Lodge, Ac. ; all tho brothers concerned in Murphy s affair left the
room during the time he was expelled
...
...
...
...
...
328
Hardly thinks it would be, an advantage to have a Government appointed otheer to examine tho
accounts of different Friendly Societies; believes it would be an advantage to have one uniform set of books
for all Societies
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
Evidence of Mr. James Perry:—Represents the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society of Austra
lasia, Lodge 25 ; amount of defalcation in connection with his Society during his term of office was about
£180; name of Socretaiy who was guilty, James Pettit; took office immediately following Pettit; found
that members were continually complaining of amount of money he was suing them for; Lodge was in a
most successful career; struck him, while in office, that there had been a very small amount accumulated ;
special audit was then called ; Pettit was called upon to explain ; his only reply was that he paid more to
the funds of the Lodge than ever he had taken from it; had legal opinions on the matter; resulted in
their not being able to prove any particular amount, and it was better to let the case drop ; Pettit was
expelled
...
...
...
...
...
•■.
...
■■■
Present value of funds of Lodge, £1,130 : number of members, 210; Grand Lodge pays funeral
donations ; pays Grand Lodge 10s. a year ; has to his credit £1,100, independent of share on general
funds ; money is invested in various Banks, with exception of 180 shares in Protestant Hall ; amount paid
on account of shares, £150 ; contributions, Is. aweek and 2s. levy per quarter ; payment to doctor, 10s. per
member per annum ; to chemist, 10s. per member pci1 annum ; working expenses per year, about £45 in
salaries, Ac. ; profits on receipts and expenditure last year, about £130 ; sees no objection to provision to
permit persons to belong to more than one Society ; thinks his Society is on a sound financial basis ; present
Act causes great dissension at times in various Lodges, in reference to registration of Society's rules ; rules
once registered and distributed to tlie various subordinate Lodges originating throughout the land do not
require re-registration ; it is an injustice to receive registration fee for rules again unless there is some by-law
added by the Lod"c : is of opinion if Grand Council register the rules it should be sufficient for all
purposes
...
...
...
...
...
...
■■■
...
Has no doubt if present Act bad been more stringent in its governing principles, misappropriations of
money could not take place ; thinks in any new legislation tliat particular interest should be carefully guarded
over ; appropriation of money by Fottit extended over some two years ; he succeeded in disguising from
auditors of Lodge the fact that lie had not accounted for all the moneys he bad received ; system of auditing
differs now—from that in use at time of defalcations ; would decidedly favour principle of any mem
ber npplingto a Government (if appointed) for appointment of two officers that might examine the accounts ;
such a principle would, no doubt, be a great protection to members of the various Friendly Societies ; Mr,
Colyer was the lawyer who recommended him not to take proceedings against Pettit ; would favour using
of a uniform set of books throughout all Friendly Societies ; thinks they might be greatly simplified ... 331
Evidence
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Evidence of Mr. James Munro :—Is President of Ko. 25 Young Australian Protestant Alliance ;
further evidence relative to alleged defalcations by the late Grand Secretary. See jiages 332 to 330 ... 330
Thinks Government should give Priendly Societies more protection than they have at present time,
&c.; certainly favours provisions of the Act providing that members in arrears should be summoned for
the non-payment of their arrears, if they arc able to pay ; disapproves of the principle of arbitration being
applied to matters of dispute in financial affairs ; if a member exceeds fourteen weeks in arrears be is un
financial ; sectarian Lodges do assist their members ; Grand Lodge adopts a uniform set of rules for govern
ment of all subordinate Lodges ; rules of his Society make clear provision that members belonging to a
Lodge failing shall be absorbed into other Lodges ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 337
Evidence of Mr. Edward McEncroe :—Is an honorary member of the Guild ; was deposed from the
benefit of tlie Sickness Funds some nine or ten years ago, hut is still entitled to medical and funei'al
benefits
.....................................................................................................................:
.............................337
States grounds of his being deposed from the benefits of the sickness funds ; Society has been acting
in contravention of the Act; thinks there should be a system of arbitration preventing persons from going to
law for tho settlement of disputes
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
338
Evidence of Mr. James Collis Pettit, who appeared with Mr. TP C. Proctor as his Solicitor:—States
that charge against him of alleged misapplication of funds would not have been made had lie not gone up
for re-election and beat those parties who were appearing against him ; seeing that they were beaten in an
election, tho claim was put against him, and he put in a counter-claim, which was for letting people off for
sums that they owed, itc., etc. See pages 339 to 342................................................................................
342

[Sittings held at Newcastle.]
Evidence of Mr. James Reid:—Is a member of the Manchester Unity, and holds office of Provincial
Corresponding Secretary for tho District; gross number of members at present, about GOO; value of
Management Fund up to December, £47 7s. 9d.; Funeral Fund, £481 Os. Gd.; amount for Widow ami
Orphans Fund, £837 2s. 4d. ; members1 wives, on the death of husband, are paid according to a sliding
scale, from £5 to £20; weekly contributions paid by membere is about SAd. or 9d. ; sick pay, 20s. and
one Lodge 21s. aweek; payment by members for doctor, Gd. a week
...
...
...
...
342
Eeccipts for last year from all sources for all subordinate Lodges, £1,821 14s. Id.; total expenditure
for like period, £1,681 13s. Id.: payment of Gd. per week per m ember to medical officer includes all
medicines ; believes sick pay is too high for tlie amount of contributions paid ; is an unhealthy indication to
find income of last year from Districts has not been equal to tho amount of tlie expenditure; principle of
old and young paying alike has been carried on ever since Order has been established; is of opinion
graduated scale of contributions would be most equitable ; when a member rims into arrears he is unfinancird at tlie end of throe months ; such a member is disentitled to medical attendance or sick pay ; would lie
entitled to no benefits whatever ; is opposed to principle of suing members at Police Court
...
343
Has not experienced any inconvenience from tbe present Friendly Societies Act in tlie performance
of his duties in the working of his District; Society’s funds are invested in the Savings’ Banks, to tlie credit
of trustees ; Buie 59, page 11, of his Pules, is carried out...
...
...
...
...
...
3d-l
Iaw in respect to all members attending tbe funeral of a deceased member has boon rescinded in his
own Lodge ; it is carried out iu some Lodges ; wives of members are medically examined; it is on the Sick Fund
that .Society has lost; first competition tho Society has to work against is the Colliery Societies ; contribu
tions into Colliery Societies Gd. a week ; benefits 15s., 10s., and 7s. Gd.; benefits in case of death, £20, and
£12 10s. for member’s wife ; Grand United Order has been lately competing against Society in the lowness
of their initiations ; miners have risks that other men have not—minors are subject to accidents ...
345
Does not favour view that law should make provision that members should not be permitted to join
more tlian one Society ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
'340
Evidence of Mr, John Somerville :—Is a member of the Manchester Unity and tlie Order of Druids ;
is Treasurer of the .Loyal J unction Lodge of the Manchester Unity, number of members thirty-eight; amount
of funds to credit iu Lodge above £G 17 at end of the last quarter ; contributions Gd. aweek to Funeral
Fund, 2d. to Management Fund; Medical Fund Gd., and Id. to Widow and Orphan Fund; members
not requiring doctor do not pay more than 9d.; approves of members being permitted to join more than one
Society ; is opposed to principle of a uniform contribution ; there is a great deal of competition in Newcastle
among Friendly Societies ; is Treasurer in one of tlie Lodges in connection with the Druids ; number of
members 17 ; amount of funds £104 at the last balance, independent of District Fund ; largest number of
members Society lias had at one time 120 ; number was reduced through the defalcations of late Secretary ,
could never find out nature of defalcations, through Secretary having burnt the books and destroyed the
papers ; had solicitor’s advice ; Ids name was George Tribe, and he was a defaulter in tbe Municipality ;
waited to see if Municipality got a conviction, and finding they could not the matter was dropped
347
Contributions to Druids Gd. a week for Sick and Funeral Fund ; sick benefit is only 15s. a week ;
thinks amount of contributions paid in Societies are too small to ensure the large payments for sick pay ;
present Act is not properly administered ; is perfectly satisfied that amendments could be made in his
general rules, but does not think they would be of benefit in an Act of Parliament; is of opinion
Districts are too large and should be left to work themselves ; would not advocate an audit by a Govern
ment official annually ; Friendly Societies’ returns are too complicated ; would prefer Police Court rather
than a Board of Arbitration as a final Court after laws were exhausted, because it would cost less
348
Evidence of Mr. Richard Raileij:—Is a member of tlie Ancient Order of Foresters ; was Secretary up
to the end of last quarter ; number of membere 104 financial and unfinancial; subscriptions paid by mem
bers Is. a week, and Is. a quarter for superannuation ; benefits £1 a week sick pay for first six months, 8s.
for 2nd six months, and 5s. after as long as illness lasts ; funeral donations according to length of member
ship ; total value of funds of Court about £1,200, invested hi Savings’ Bank, property, itc.; payment medical
officers 30s. for each member per annum, including medicine; there is no special registration fee; total
receipts for last year, £419 18s. fid.; expenditure during same period, £432 18s. 8d. ; Is. a week is
sufficient to provide benefits that are promised ; payment to doctor is too much ; members have in contem
plation to get amount reduced or secure another doctor; would prefer disputes being settled by arbitration
rather tlian going to Law Courts
...
...
...
...
...
..."
...
...
349
Approves

288
94

KRIENTH.Y SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—ANALYSIS OP EVIDENCE.

Approves of provisions of Friendly Societies Act wliich provide for the recovery of arrears; it would
be a ver good plan to appoint a Government officer to investigate every year the books and documents of
each Society; wives of members do not undergo a medical examination ; thinks a man should have the
right to be a member of as many Lodges as he can pay into ; should have tlie right to receive benefits from
all the Societies he may belong to...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 350
Evidence of Mr. David Beveridge:—Is a member of tbe Foresters and Protestant Alliance; is
Secretary of Court Friendship No. 4,584 of the Foresters; number of members in Lodge, 111;■ has lost a
good many members through non-payments of dues; amount of contributions last year, £237 7s. 5d. to the
sick and Funeral Fund ; £54 5s. 4d. to Incidental Fund ; expenditure for the year, £172 12s.; total value
of funds of Court, £461 3s. fid.; doctor is paid through colliery; moneys are invested in the Hank; favours
principle of a man being a member of more than one Society; considers one Society is too little for a
wer king-man; matters of dispute aro settled by an Arbitration Committee ...
...
...
... 350
Does not approve of uniform contributions; is Secretary of Black Diamond Lodge in tho Protestant
Alliance ; has thirty-six members now; largest number he has ever had, eighty odd ; reduction of members
was caused through non-payment of dues; amount of funds, about £37 ; amount paid last year for sick pay
was over £100; would certainly approve of a Government officer being appointed to inspect the books of the
various Friendly Societies ; would be satisfied with the Act if it was carried out properly; the Government,
in consideration of tlie increase ■ of population in the district, ought to allow Societies something towards
their expenses
................
...
................................................................................
...
351
Eviderice of Mr. Thomas New:—Is Secretary of Court Hunter, Ancient Order of Foresters ; number
of financial members, 97 ; non-financial, 4 ; amount of funds to credit, £220 2s. 4d. last December; amount
of subscriptions received last year, £290 9a 9d. ; total amount of expenditure for that year, £1,173 5s. Sd.;
receipts during five years from all sources, £1,393 8s. 2d.; contributions a shilling a week ; payment to
doctor, Gs. Gd. per quarter, including medicine ; benefits one guinea a week for six months, 10s. for next six
months, and Gs. as long as long as tlie member lives ; funeral donation, £20 ; on death of wife, £15 ; thinks
Is. a week is insufficient to ensure the largo benefits ; is in favour of a uniform contribution; would not bo
agaimst a Government officer going through the books ...
...
...
...
...
... 352
Would approve of a man (if he were honest) being a member of more than one Society ; Act in tho
matter of investments is rather too restrictive
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 353
Fwrther evidence of Mr. David Beveridge:—Is member of the Accident Fund Colliery Society,
Wallsond Pit; does not come under Friendly Societies Act in any way whatever; Society pays according
to call; amount comes sometimes to Gd. or will go as high as a shilling, or as low as 3d. ; largest amounts
paid towards assisting any of tlie employes in pit, £1 a week for twelve months'; has got no funds in con
nection with Accident Fund; is simply a, voluntary contribution ; do not provide a doctor, one being
occupied in the colliery; Society is simply a mutual aid Society ; majority of employes generally con
tribute towards the fund ; members of the sick and Accident Fund who happen to be members of Friendly
Societies also receive sick pay from them and this money
...
...
...
...
...
... 353
Has a separate fund for providing medical attendance and chemist; it is sustained by members
themselves ; a good many accidents occur in connection with tho occupation of a miner ; all miners very
nearly belong to one Society or another; if there are several accidents they have to make a large call;
accident must happen to member in A, A. Co. wlrn engaged in a particular work in order that he may
receive the benefits; ,Sick and Accident Fund in A. A. Co. is entirely restricted to colliery operations
alone
.............................................................................................................................................................
354,
Evidence of Mr. Henry Rushton —Holds office of Grand Worthy Patriarch of the Grand Division Sons
of Temperance; there has been some secession of tlie Grand Division by one of his Lodges; cause of secession
was objection to some action of the National Division in Sydney, in regard to some levies which they said
were illegal; generally speaking thinks Sons of- Temperance with one or two exceptions are in a very fair
and prosperous condition ; payments on account of sickness in connection with his own district for five years,
£408 4s. 7d. ; funeral donations during the time, £90 ; amount of credit of Division, £40; total amount
received for sick and funeral donation in five years, £8,606 Gs. 9d. ; total expenditure£708 Gs.7d.; contri
bution, 7|^d. per week ; benefits, 15s. a week and medical attendance ; doctor is paid through colliery; every
person working at the colliery lias 6d. a week stopped from his wages, so the doctor is paid in that way ;
members of Division pay 7Ad. a week ; contributions aro not sufficient, especially in a mining district, to
ensure all benefits; states bow Sick and Accident Funds in connection with tlie collieries are sustained and
worked. See question 12809 ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
355
Evidence of Mr. Alfred Asher—Is Grand Scribe of tho Sons of Temperance ; total number of mem
bers in connection with his Grand Division, 475 ; total funds of Divisions, £3,293 Ss. 9d.; total expenditure
for last five years 4,733 13s. Sd., income has been about £6,000
......................................................
355
Each Division makes its own by-laws and charge whatever contributions they like—in most cases Gd.
a week; medical attendance charged separately : his Lodge pays Gs. Gd. a quarter in advance to the doctor;
benefits £1 a week sick pay for the first six months, 15s. for next three months ; has a general Funeral
Fund for tho whole Order ; capitation allowance to Funoi-al Fund, Is. Gd. per member per quarter ; funeral
donations for five years, £1,517 14s. 1 Id.; medical, £1,326 12s.,exclusive of doctor; and benefits,£1,836 6s. 9d.;
states particulars in connection with certain alleged misappropriation ; is in favour of a uniform scale of
contributions; approves of conditions contained in Friendly Societies Act empowering officers of Societies to
recover arrears of contributions from their members ; is opposed to matters of disputes being earned into
the Law Courts ; would most decidedly favour appointment of Government Inspector to inspect Societies
books
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
35G
There is a falling off of nearly 200 members in five years ; breaking up of Divisions has been caused
through want of interest, not want of funds
...
...
...
...
................
...
... 35G
Evidence of Mr. Edward Glaridgc :—Is Treasurer of the Honeysuckle Lodge, G.U.O.O. ; number of
members, 202, of whom forty aro unfinancial; amount of money to credit, £755 9s. Gd. ; contributions.
Is. l£d. a week if members pay to the doctor, if not, only 7A-d. a week ; total amount paid last year for sick
.
•
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benefits, £136 18s. 4d., for medical benefits, £136 7s. Gd. ; total expenditure for last year, £32 19s. 5d.t
exclusive of what has already mentioned ; total amount of income of District last'ycar, £456 Os. Id. ;
total expenditure, £416 3s. 6d. ; total amount on account of sick pay and other benefits for five years__
sick allowance, £442 5s. 4d.; medical benefits, £021 13s. 9d. working expenses, £136 7s. lid, ■ funeral
donations during five years, £127 paid by the District ; benefits given—£1 a week for first six months, 15s.
a>week for next six months, and 5s. for next twelve months
...
...
................
... 357
Funeral donation is paid according to graduated scale ; highest amount is £30, must be a member
ten years to get that amount ; on death of wife, £10, if five years a member, £15 and if ten years, £20 ;
t links 1b. l|d. is sufficient to ensure all benefits * considers Society is in a good financial }>osition and able
to meet its financial engagements ; is hi favour of uniform contribution : has never taken members into a
Court of Law for arrears , if member is unable to pay bis contribution, other members endeavour to make it
up for him, and sometimes let him run out; objects to principle of going to the Courts; member in
arrears fourteen weeks become unfinancial ; is then a month before he is good on the books again or entitled
to benefits ; oldest member is about fifty members are principally all young men ; has quarterly audits of
ms receipts and expenditure; if Government officer was appointed to inspect books and accounts and paid by
the Government, it would be very desirable ; management and government of Friendly Societies is not very
oxpensii e, because Societies keep within strict limits and most of officers do work almost gratuitously ;
Secretary and Ireasurcr give a bond ; all assets are in money in the Government Savings Bank ; members
and their wives undergo medical examination ; children are registered to tho Funeral Fund ; members
desirous of registering their children pay a shill mg ; amount paid in case of a child’s death if a member has
belonged to Order for not less than six months, £1 ; if over twelve months, £2
.............................358
Society is principally composed of tradesmen and labourers ; payment to Dr. Knaggs, 6d. per member
pei week; is not desirable for Friendly Societies to meet in public-houses; members provide their own
regalia , has no doubt that the liabilities increase with the age of members ; docs not think it advisable to
adopt the system of half-fees; approves of members bc.ing permitted to join more than one Society... 359
Evidence of Mr. Henry Sneesby .-—Is Secretory of the City of Newcastle Lodge G. 17. 0. O. ; number
oi members on books, 280 ; amount of subscriptions received during last year from all sources, £737 17s. 3d. total amount of expenditure for like period, £714 11s. 6d, ; total amount paid for sick benefits for past five’
^ ^ ’ ^or fl!neral expenses for like period, £316; payments for medical attendance,
£1,102 18s.; cost of management for five years, including Sub-Committee of Management levy, £258 2s.total receipts for five years, £3,594 14s. 4d. ; total expenditure for same period, £2,832 4s. 9d.; docs not
approve of .the provision in Act allowing him to go to the Small Debts Court; highest sum paid in case of
death of a member, £30 ; member's wife, £20, provided he has been a member ten years ; contributions,__
full members on. their paying to doctor, 13£d aweek; non-mcdical members, or country members, 7 Id ;
tliat has up to present time been sufficient to ensure payment of all the Society’s obligations ; there was
a case of defalcation of £100 some ton years ago by a Secretary ; was principally the fault of members of
the Lodge, who were too idle to go to tlie Lodge aud pay their subscriptions, but if they met the Secretary in
the street would give him the money, and he absconded ; did not follow the law, as he got away before he
could be prosecuted ; candidates seeking admission and their wives undergo a medical examination ; his
medical officers have always given satisfaction in respect to medical examination; has quarterly audits by
two or three Auditor chosen by the members ; would have no objection to Government appointing a public
officer to investigate and inspect the books of all Friendly Societies every year; present Act to the best
of his belief is fairly and reasonably administered ; two or three of the oldest members of Lodge are of
opinion that Society has no power to lend money in any other manner hut that set forth in the Friendly
Societies Act of 18/4, whereas, if Society could have lent money on house or other property, being good
security, the funds would have been much increased thereby, as it is the Banks receive the benefit of their
llloneJ’
-............... ,
■■■
.............................. .... .....................................................................................
360
^
Jdavmg members of Society as bondsmen is equally as good as having a bond from a Guarantee
Society ; annual returns are sent direct to Registrar
..................................................................................... 361
Evidence of Mr. George hucklcy . Represents the G. 17. O. O. ; is Secretary to the District and also
private Lodge Socretaiy; number of members in District, 1,656 ; number in private Lodge, 126 ; receipts
in Lodge last year, £240 17s. 3d.; total expenditure £206 12s. lOd.; name of Lodge, The Miner’s Refuge ;
sick pay during five years, £562 13s.; funeral donations, £105; doctor and medicines, £113 14s ■ on
account of management, £218 Is. 13 id, ; making total for five years of £894 8s. lU-d., excluding £105 for
funeral donations, which is recouped from the District; total receipts for five years, £1,180 0s. Id. ... 361
icbt r^11
W the same contributions; total value of funds of District Lodge up to December,
1881, £1,943 Is. 3-Jd.; at present time, about £1,990 ; receipts for five years, £4,259 15s. ZUl ; funeral
a™1C0S(krin- tlia“in,e’
^ 3d.; cost of management, £1,783 3s. 10d. ; total expenditure,
£3,^63 Is, Id. ; total income, £4,259 35s. 3Jd. ; has never heard any complaints about present Act; there
should be something done to have one uniform system of book-keeping throughout the whole of the Society;
disapproves of persons joining more than one Lodge : approves of provisions in Act for subordinate Lodges
to sue then- members for arrears of contributions ; is in favour of Government Ofiieer being appointed to
investigate and inspect books and accounts of Friendly Societies every year ; is firmly of opinion that contnbutions paid by members is sufficient to ensure all benefits that the Society gives............................. 362
Evidence of Mr. Alexander WUMnson-la an old member of the G. G. O. O. ; produces tabulated
statement in detail showing the workings of the Lodge from 1873 to 30th June, 1882 ; for statement and
copy of suggestions to the Commission, see page...
...
...
...
...
...
353
Present mode of governing his own body with small contributions of a uniform character is insufficient
to meet all requirements ; number of members in 1863, sixty-one good and five bad, there are now ninetythree good and thirteen bad ; docs not flunk that Is. l^d. aweek is sufficient to provide all payments;
is m favour of a graduated payment according to age; is quite of opinion that nineteen out of twenty
Societies are in a state of insolvency at present moment ; gives instonco ; there is a great deal of peculation
going on in several of the Societies registered under the Friendly Societies Act ; provision in future
legislation should be made for a table showing the basis on which new Societies should be established;
annual inspection of books, <fcc., by Government Officer would be of great service
...
...
364
'
Funds
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Funds are invested in the Savings’ Bank, to credit of Trustees, bearing ordinary interest; in applying
the principle of insurance to Friendly Societies, a man’s .occupation (where there is a whole community
engaged in miner’s work) should he taken in consideration; is sure the medical examinations are not
sufficiently full and searching ; does not approve of persons joining more than one Society ; if permitted to
join more than one Society, amount of benefit to be received should be fixed; members wives do not undergo a
medical examination ; thinks it necessary to have an examination of members’ wives ; sums paid to doctor
include medicine; all Lodge disputes should be settled among themselves and not go to the Law Courts at all;
officers should have power to receive arrears of contributions ; member of Society in arrears is suspended
eight weeks from benefits after he has been three months bad ; if over thirteen weeks in arrears is sus
pended from benefits for another eight weeks ; was surprised in looking over the annual report of the G. IT
0. 0. F. to find the large number of members in each of the Lodges and the small amount of money to their
credit; many of these Lodges are of old standing; it proves that the contribution must be very
inadequate ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
365
Cost as far as his experience goes of opening a private Lodge in connection with the District would
be about .£10 if they come up from Sydney ; it is very bad for Lodges to meet in public-houses—is certain
it leads to intemperate habits ; thinks there should be a general mode of government of Friendly Societies;
thinks there should be only one in a town or district, as the greater the number the greater the security 366
Evidence of Mr. John M'Fadyen:—Represents the Rose of Australia Lodge G.U.O.O.F ; number of
members, 178 ; total value of funds on 31st December last year were L526 ; contributions, 7£d. a week ;
6d. to medical fund ; occasionally makes a levy to work his own Management Expense Fund
...
366
Total receipts last year, .£369 19s. lid. ; total expenditure during that time, £327 4s. 8d.; receipts
for five years, sick and funeral, .£1,626 16s. od.; management, £243 7s. 2d. ; doctor, £52 10s. 6d.; expendi'ture for same period—Funeral, £150 ; sick pay, £1,365 15s. 8d. ; management, £77 5s. 6d. ; printing, <tc.,
£33 9s. lid.; rent, £24 6s. Gd ; has never had any cases of defalcation in connection with officers or
members of his Society ; money to credit of Society is invested in Building Society as a fixed deposit;
there is supposed to be 1,800 miners employed in the district; contributions is scarcely sufficient to ensure
the benefits the Society gives to its members ; taking all things into consideration—the young Colony, tlie
number of members who join and leave again—tlie Society has an advantage that is incalculable to those who
are unacquainted with it; would like to see a calculation made as to what it would take for a Society to
sustain itself ; suggests an Inspector being appointed to superintend the Societies, in order that there might
be a chock on them ; one system of bookkeeping should lie adopted; has the security of the Directors and
Trustees of Building Society for amount of funds invested ...
...
...
...
...
...
367
Mode of investment of money in a Building Society has been inserted in the annual returns of the
Lodge to Mr. Oliver
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
....
...
...
368
EvMencc of Mr, George Mather —Is Warden of tlie Guild, West Maitland Branch, St. John the Baptist;
total number of members in district, 107 ; produces documents giving the information he has prepared, see page
368; contributions, 14d, aweek; benefits, aguinea a week when sick for twelve months, 10s. Cd. for the next
twelve months, then 5s. with option of settling up and getting so much to pay them off; payment to doctor, £1
per head, including medicines; total value of funds at last balance, £1,103 14s. Gd.; funeral donation on death
of a Brother, when he has passed his noviciate we give the wife £30, if over five years a inomher £35; in ease
of the death of a wife £12 is paid to the Brother; Society is confined to members of his Church only ; from
eighteen to forty-five years of age ; has lent £150 on mortgage ; rest of funds is in the Savings Bank to the
credit of Trustees on account of the Society ...
...
...
...
...
...
■■■
368
Secretary is paid £20 a year; thinks amount paid by members is sufficient to ensure all benefits the
Society provides ; Society is composed principally of tradesmen in the town and farmers' sons round the
district*; all members up to twelve months in Society arc only considered as novices; favour's principle of
graduated scale of payment according to age; members going bad on the books twelve months are struck off;
Society does not sue them; is in favour of uniform contributions being paid by members of Friendly Societies;
disapproves of provision of the Act in reference to recovery of arrears of contribution from members ;. has
not had any trouble with the Act; is in favour of public Government Officer being appointed to keep all
Societies up to the mark ; does not think investment of moneys on mortgage is illegal
.,i
...
369
Evidence of Mr. Michael Murray:—Represents St. John’s Guild, West Maitland; is Bursar or
Treasurer ; Society works very well, and is in a safe and sound position ; never has any disputes ; officers
and members transgressing are brought before the Council; incase of any difficulty about decision they could
call past and present Councils together; disapproves of Societies taking members to Law Courts ; all members
undergo medical examination; has had doctors who were very careless; does not know that there is any tiling
wrong in a man joining more than one Society if he pays his subscription to all; it might lead to fraud, but
if he were an honest man lie could not do this ; thinks it would be better to fix the amount members should
be entitled to receive by Statute—thinks it would be fairer to the Societies ; Society has not to his know
ledge suffered from driabilities under the prescut Act...
...
...
...
...
370
Evidence of Mr. William Law Kidd:—Ts Secretary of No. 5, Sons of Temperance; number of
members, ninety : lias had as many ns 150 ; principal cause of decrease is through a good many leaving tlie dis
trict; value of funds £390 : sick pay during last year, £65 3s. ; members in his Division contribute 6s. 6d,
a quarter for (hose registered to doctor's list, and it is paid to him ; contributions Gd. a week, not including
doctor; benefits, 20s. a week for thirteen weeks, 15s. for next thirteen weeks, 10s. for next twenty-six
weeks, and 7s. 6d. during remainder of sickness ; funeral donations £20, and £10 on the death of a member’s
wife ; Division is not at present on Funeral Fund ; they have not rejoined the fund owing to a dispute as
to the amount of the levies and they were suspended ; disruption does not exist, but there have been no
terms made with tlie Funeral Fund and the levies have not been paid up, so the Division has to insure its
own members now ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 371
Does not know that a better investment can be made of tlie funds, either in his Division or in some
other way, to secure the payments at death for Is. Cd. per quarter ; members travelling are provided with a
clearance, which is all the benefit obtained from belonging to the Grand Division; particulars and result of
dispute with Grand Division, seepage
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 371
'
Has

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE.

97

Has never summoned members for nonpayment of arrears ; nature of a case of defalcation in
connection with his Division—see questions 13498 to 13503 ; Secretaries and Treasurer of his Division give
no bond or guarantee; does not think examination of candidates is sufficiently searching; approves to a
certain extent of members joining more than one Society ; thinks tho amount paid by members just now is
rather small; is in favour of Government appointed officer to examine books of Societies every year; funds
are invested in the Savings Bank ...
...
...
...
...
'
372
^ _
Believes a Board of Arbitration composed of members acquainted with the working of different
Friendly Societies would bo advantageous to tliemselves and other Societies
..........................°
... 373
Evidence of Mr. John Thorn :—Ts a member of the Sons of Temperance, Day Dawn Division No. 0 ;
states Society is at present very badly worked owing to the enormity of tlie expenses; pays a shilling a
quarter to Grand Division mid gets no assistance from them'whatever ...
...
...
...
... 373
Has no particular suggestions to offer the Commission ; if Societies work like theirs it is impossible
for thorn to stand nothing hu# been paid by his Division to Funeral Fund, in consequence of a dispute ;
before that they paid Is. to Grand Division and Is. 4d. to the National Division ; that was cause of dispute,
as when members asked what was done they could get no satisfaction out of it; majority of members do
not think they have been fairly treated in .this dispute; thinks if there is a fair settlement, members of his
Division can again participate in the benefits of tlie Funeral Fund ; has no doubt of dispute having punished
botli parties ; believes portion of cost of dispute on their side was paid out of funds subscribed for sick and
funeral benefits, though he opposed that ...
...
...
...
...
...
. .
374
.
Evidence of Mr. Uanrij Co% Colyer :—Is a solicitor j was consulted in March 1880, in connection
with Lodge 23, Protestant Alliance, in the matter of a misappropriation of their funds; for copies of
correspondence between Mr. Colyer and Mr. J. Pettit, and Auditors’ report dated 17th February, 1880 see
PaSc'--;
.........................................
........................................................................................................ 375
^
For copy of paper of accounts prepared by the Auditors as a specimen of what they found, see page
370; advised Trustees to be careful about criminal proceedings, because their books had not been kept Tn
such a shajic as to ensure conviction before a Jury ; he never had any personal conversation witli Pettit since
this matter; the fact of the Society books not being kept in a thoroughly .satisfactory manner would have
had an important effect before a Bench of Magistrates; if by documents signed by Pettit it could be shown
that he had received money from members, he being the Secretary, the charge could be sustained unless it
could be explained away in some other way; if any statement were made that he had been challenged to
proceed it would be absolutely false...
...
...
...
... . ...
..
..
373
Afidencfl of Mr. Thomas StewartIs the Secretary of the Independent Order of Oddfellows situated
at Marrickvilie: lias thirty financial members at present; amount of subscriptions paid Is. 3d. a week'
benefits, sick allowance of £1' a week is connected with the......
.........Pyrmont
.......... .........
__
Loyal
Lodge of the
Pyrmont; expenses incurred in organizing that Lodge, £5G 12s,; for statement of amounts expended i
connection with opening of Loyal Pyrmont, No. 14, I.O.O.F., sec page 377 ; was legally proceeded agains.
by printers for payment of £12 for printing posters ; bill was disputed on account of its being extravagant;
printers obtained verdict, and ho had to pay the money besides the solictor’s charges; Lodge pleaded that
they had no rig]it to pay the money ; Garcia was the name of the officer who swore on that occasion that
that the}1 had a perfect right to expend any amount of money in establishing new Lodges; had a cause of
action to get a refund if members had been willing to do it; it is not favourable to Societies to be strangled
at the commencement by heavy expenses in opening
...
...
...
...
...
. .
.. *377
Is of opinion that a uniform system of book-keeping should be adopted by all Lodges ; would favour
appointment of Government Officer to examine Friendly Societies’ accounts occasionally; Lodge doctors
geneially do iiot seem to give tbe attendance required—they attend the members as if they were receiving
nothing for it; rate of contribution, Is. 3d. per week ; 'allows 2s. 6d, for every financial member, at the
end of each month to tho sick fund; 2s. a quarter to funeral fund, which is paid to the Grand Lodge, and
. ^ Per quarter to the Grand Lodge for incidental expenses ; the 2s. for the funeral fund is kept for the
donations ; admits members at half-fees if they can get fifteen together; has never initiated any at full fees
since he has been in the Lodge ; there is no advantage in that principle, except that persons are prevented
from joining other Lodges or Societies, and they want to get them ; it is the custom in the most successful
Lodges of other Friendly Societies to initiate at half-fees, so far as he has heard .............................
378
There has been no unpleasantness at all on account of members coming in at half-fees; considers
Lodge to be in a healthy condition at present time; for copy of letter from Grand Secretary, I.O.O.
Gland Lodge of Australia, to Thomas Stewart, Esq., Secretary Pyrmont Lodge, respecting the extravagant
expenditure in connection with opening of Lodge at Pyrmont, see'page
.........................................
379
Cost of opening Langley Lodge at Marrickville was £30, including all books and rods; Pyrmont
Lodge cost more like £70, irrespective of any books whatever ; would be a good plan to get Grand Lodge
officers in future to intimate where a Lodge shall be opened, and to vote an amount of money to be spent,
to be repaid by the subordinate Lodge; Mr. Garcia has never been brought to account by the Grand Lodge
or in any Lodge for the large expenditure in connection with the Pyrmont Lodge.............................
380
i inances of Marrickville Lodge at the end of June were £21 8s. Sd.; thinks £25 is a fair amount to
open a Lodge , his experience is that if there is not a certain amount of initiation ceremony in Lodges the
members lose interest; Treasurer and Secretaiy give guarantee bonds by a Society ; does not believe’in the
wisdom of the keen competition that is taking place in Friendly Societies ; is in favour of a uniform con
tribution ; young men paying as much as old men does not make any difference to the Lodge whatever :
Lodges of bis Order are compelled to send in quarterly returns of receipts only; believes the returns are
examined by a Special Committee appointed by the Grand Lodge ...
...
...
...
...
3S1
Evidence of Jfr. Thomas Sanders
Is late Secretary of tlie Prince Albert Lodge, G.U.O.O.; has
been established thirty-five years ; has forty members now, there were 145 members thirty-five years arro ;
Lodge was prospering very well, but as members got into arrears sickness came on them; has no doubt about
their present financial position not being sound
...
...
...
...
.
331
. , Thinks present Act is a very good Act; no decrease in bis funds has been occasioned by misappro
priation by the officers ; thinks half initiation fees is a very good idea; it takes in young members to balance
the aged ; funds are at present invested in the Bank ; members go bond for Trustees ; has audits every
48G—11
three
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three months ; Auditors called attention to the fact that the Lodge was going back ; the only notice that
they could take was that they should have to stop the sick pay; is in favour of a Government audit of the
books of all Societies
...
...
...
...
...
■■■
■•*
•••
3^2
Evidence of Mr. James Hummer:—Is a member of the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society of
Australasia, Lodge !N o. 25 ; has been a member since starthig of Society; further evidence in respect to
...
...
...
...
383
defalcations by late Secretary (J. C. Pettit), see pages 382 and
Evidence of Mr. Alexander Kcthel:—Has been a member of the Manchester Unity about twenty-five
years; does not hold office at present; is simply a member of the Board of Directors, the supreme Court of
Appeal iu tlie Manchester Unity ; is of opinion provisions contained in tlie present Act are insufficient to
afloid security and protection to the members of the different bodies; thinks the administration of Act is
defective ; as far as Government administration is concerned, he looks upon it as a dead letter to a large
extent; suggests that a Department of the Registrar of Friendly Societies be organized on an effective scale;
that an officer, such as the Registrar, be appointed, who should devote his whole time to the administration,
of the Act in its various bearing; he should be a man selected through having special qualifications for it
and, being paid a liberal salary, should be expected to supervise and carry out the whole of the administrs.
tion of the Act; a gentleman of actuarial experience should be connected with the Department in addition,
and no Society should be registered unless it was proven that their contributions were sufficient to meet all
the benefits the members were to receive ; believes a large number of Societies do not pay sufficient contri
butions to ensure financial success ; is of opinion the contributions paid by tlie members of Societies are not
sufficient to ensure tlie fulfilment on the part of the Societies of the obligations to their members; in the case
of large Societies having many Branches extended over the country ■ the risk is lessened, but simply isolated
Societies are more apt to fail by having the sphere of their liability confined ; there are many instances of
failures in Societies from that cause; can only speak personally as regards a great deal of competition having
taken place, from what he has witnessed from hand-bills and posters through the city and advertisements in
the daily papers; a large Society or body would not he in a sound healthy state unless they had to their credit
an average of £10 per head, provided they gave an average amount of benefits; takes as the foundation of
his remarks the average assistance to members of a guinea a week reduced at six and twelve months, a
funeral donation of £20 and £30, and at his wife’s death £15, with medical attendance and medicines for
himself, wife, and family under the age of sixteen; taking these benefits as tlie average basis of a District
embracing a number of Lodges with 2,000 members and with an average age of thirty-five, a shilling a
week contribution would certainly not he sufficient to place the Society in anything like a hopeful state; in
many of his own Lodges the contributions are sufficient, hut in some they are not; his contributions are
alike, without regard to tho age of the members at admission, and range from Is. to Is. fid. per week, the
higher sums being chiefly paid by members of Lodges in the interior, where the medical officer’s fees are
heavier than in the settled districts ; approves of tlie principle of graduated scale of payments according to
age ; regards it in principle as a more fair and equitable system than the present one
...
... 384
Examinations by most of tlie medical officers in his Society are satisfactory, though some shirk their
duty ; Act is defective, especially in the fact that the returns required by the Act are not rendered, and in
the apparent ignorance of the administrators of the Act of the way how to enforce the provisions; pro
vision should be made for compulsory returns, to be furnished at stated intervals, and that the positive age
■of. eveiy member in every Society should be furnished annually, with a statement" of their funds, which
would enable the Government to decide whether each Lodge or Branch was in a solvent position or not;
funds of these Societies are invested first in the Government Savings’ Bank and secondly in freehold
property ; every officer who has the handling of money gives a fidelity bond; officer at head of each Branch
• is bound under a penalty to see that the bond is furnished ; does not approve of power given under the Act
"to sue defaulting members ; would favour a Board of Arbitration to deal with all cases of dispute ; does
not know whether it would be better to have a permanent Board or allow the parties themselves to select
the arbitrators; there is a provision in the Act that arbitrators may be appointed ; would be wise to make
a similar provision for dealing with this matter of dispute by arbitration, but there would be a danger of
its becoming a permanent Court of Justice and thus lose its semi-private character; would not erase the
names of members after they are twelve months in arrears—would give them the right under certain
circumstances to apply for permission to rejoin ; Friendly Societies are one of the most powerful agencies
for elevating the working classes; an examining officer should be appointed to visit every Lodge or
Branch either in city, suburb, or country, without giving notice when he is coining, and examine books,
vouchers, Jre., (he. ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
•••
Supreme authority of every Society should appoint its own officers, so that the men should be well
acquainted with the laws and rules; considers it is necessary more or less to have regalia; £10 would be
required to initiate a Lodge; in any new Act where the Government found a Society regularly going back
on its funds it becoming impossible for them to meet their liabilities; the only two ways to meet such a case
would be either to increase the contributions or decrease the benefits; and the Government, to protect
strangers joining them, should have power to compel them to do either one or the other ; Societies should
he allowed to invest only a certain portion of their funds in building halls ; would insist on the funds of a
Society becoming insolvent being transferred to the parent Society, and every member of that branch
having a claim on that Society ; thinks it would be desirable to enforce a uniform system of book-keeping
in all Lodges ; a simple form of arbitration bond would be a very desirable appendix to a new Act ... 386
A graduated scale of payments is at present in use in all of the best Societies of the United Kingdom ;
would not make any provision for a Superannuation Fund on a graduated scale of contributions ; would
favour a separate Superannuation or Pension Fund for permanently disabled or aged members
... 387
It would be better if a member was limited to one Society as a contributing or financial member;
objects to the 14th clause of the Act; there would be no very serious labour incurred by Secretaries in
adopting the sliding scale as adopted in the Mancliester Unity ...
...
...
...
...
.•• 388
Evidence of Mr. Robert Balls:—Has been twenty-two years a member of the Protestant Alliance;
is also Worthy Patriarch of the Princess Alice Lodge Daughters of Temperance ; financial position of that
Society is good; number of members, twenty; wives half benefits; members only pay fid. a week; as
regards sickness, they were compelled to suspend by unanimous vote sick pay for a time, and has had to do
it
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it for six or twelve months; each member by resolution has to register for doctor, paying 2s. a quarter for
that: funds are sufficient at present time to ensure payments of all the benefits to the twenty-one members :
sick pay has been suspended for twelve months ; young members began to confer about funds going down
gave notice of motion, and called a meeting and agreed to it themselves so as not to he without funds ;
thinks himself that fid. a week is hardly sufficient to ensure the benefits, and thinks the same with reference
to the Is. a week for the male branches ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
_
ggg
Establishment of Female Benefit Societies is of more advantage to the people that join them than
to the community; does not think having Government officer to examine the accounts of the Societies
would do any good ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
. .
ggg
Evidence of Mr. Henry Asher .—Is a member of the Hebrew Mutual Benefit Society ; has thirtythree members; amount of funds to credit, £95 7s. lid. at end of June; contributions Is. a week and Is.
a quarter extra ; considers Is. aweek sufficient to ensure all benefits ; has no sick benefit; funeral donations,
£5 for twelve months membership and £10 after two years if clear on the books of the Society : funds
have been wholly made up from the contributions; Society was in debt when it dissolved ; Societv is a
registered Society ; all tho members undergo a medical examination ...................................................... ' 339
Some injustice was done through the bursting up of old Society ; it broke up for want of funds 390
Evidence of Mr. James Thomas Hewitt :~ls Secretary of the Prince Albert Lodge G.U.O.O.; at
present time Society is only worth about £45 and has fifty-one members : attributes lowness of funds to
Urge proportion of sickness among the members; contributions, Is. 3d. aweek; for last twelve months
Lodge deemed it advisable to raise the contribution in order to bettor the condition of things ; believes any
Society at all can be worked for Is. a week ; it only requires management and1 system ; thinks it would be
advisable to have a uniform system of book-keeping ; if things go on as they have been he lias no hesitation
m saying tliat £45 will never sec this Society over another twelve months; Lodge has on repeated occasions
tried to raise their contributions and has failed ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
... 391
Believes it lias been known to the District that his Lodge has been carrying on its business in the
loose and irregular manner as they have been doing; officers have visited tlie ■ Lodge and endeavoured by
force of speech to try and alter the state of affairs; allows £1 sick pay for twenty-six weeks, 15s. after
that, and then 10s. a week ; members and officers are going to hold a public meeting and invite members at
reduced rate to try and help them out of the fire
...
...
...
.
,
392
Does not think the competition existing is a healthy one
...
...
...
...
...
393
Evidence of Mr. Henry Hand .-—Is Secretary of the Travellers’ Home Lodge, Grand United Order
ii ™l01VS ’ .list (Pf°dwed) ot' Die names of doctors tendering for the Society and the prices (sec question
14206) ; financial position of Society is very good at present time; amount to credit about £380; lias 170
members on books; non-medical members pay only 9d. a week; when a member becomes unfinancial to
the extent of 15s. he is unfinancial, and is no longer entitled to any benefits until, eight weeks have elapsed
after he becomes unfinancial again, so tliat ho must pay up all he owes in order to be entitled to benefits ;
contributions, including doctor, 15d. a week; considers contributions sufficient to provide the benefits for
each of his members; is a fact that a Member of Parliament, a member of his Lodge, has been in arrears
about twelve months.
...
...
...
...
...
005
_ 1 _ Evidence of Mr. Abraham Garcia:—Is Deputy Grand Master of tlie Independent Order of
Oddfellows; has opened fifteen .subordinate Lodges; expenses of opening each Lodge were £28 2s. Ud.;
believes financial state of everyone of the Lodges he lias opened, excepting one or two, are in a very fair
position; half initiation fees are charged on tlie night of joining; approves of that principle in tlie main ;
disapproves of a graduated, scale of payments by members according to age; does not believe cost of
instituting Lodge at Pyrmont was between £60 and £70
394
Docs not know financial position of tlie Lodge at Pyrmont; tbe fact of Lodge having suffered
through extravagance of the charges in connection with its institution has not to his knowledge ever been
brought under his notice; he did go by coach to Lodge on opening night, and charged Lodge some 19s. 6d.
cost of conveyance; imagines it is customary—both the Druids'and the G.U.O. do the the same thing ; lias
adopted a different principle in opening Lodges—a system of personal canvassing instead of issuing bills
and placards, tfcc., having found it was an expensive mode of proceeding; admits having been more
extravagant than otherwise in the opening of some of the older Lodges, but not purposely so; describes
cost of opening of certain Lodges, Ac.; has opened five Lodges under the personal canvassing system;
none of the extravagant expenditures in connection with the opening of Lodges has taken place during his
tenure of office; does not think Order lias any difficulty with any of the Lodges under the present Friendly
Societies Act
.............................................................................................
gg-®as no pecuniary interest in the Order; he gives the time which is necessary simply for his love of
the Order ; accounts incurred in opening of Pyrmont Lodge were paid by him ; accounts were partly paid,
out of the funds received on behalf of the Lodge; makes inquiry as to health and suitability for joining
when canvassing for men to become members of a new Lodge ; be ordered the printing in connection with
opening of Lodge at Pyrmont; Lodge was sued for cost of printing; admits the expenditure was
extravagant and has avoided it since; when Pyrmont Lodge was sued as referred to, he did not swear that
he was authorized to expend certain moneys and that he had the authority of the Grand Master in
Victoria
...
...
...
...
...
__
_
ggg
Considers ho gave fair value for the money he charged for the goods for the Lodge ; regards present
Act sufficient for purposes of working Friendly Societies, but it would stand amending ; docs not think it is
fairly and properly administered; thinks the Trustees should he under a bond as well as the Secretary and
Treasurer
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
J
Evidence of Mr. Morris Alex. Black-.—Is a member of the Institute of Actuaries, and Actuary to
the Mutual Provident Society; his attention was called to Act that was passed in 1873, and he pointed
out the defects in it in a letter to the paper, showing that the Act as passed would be valueless as not afford
ing tlie requisite information; his impression is that the letter was not published ; nothing was attached to
that Act that would render it from a professional point of view of any service; the schedules were .not in
such a form as would have enabled an actuary to arrive at satisfactory data ...
...
...
... 397
• ■ ■ ■'
Act
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Act does not define tlie character of the Annual returns to be made to Friendly Societies; produces
form of return which ho got from the Actuary of one of the Friendly Societies in England, which that gentle
man supplies to Societies with the different particulars required to be furnished (see Appendix); it would be
hopeless to try and get any reliable data without some form of that kind ; attaches great importance to
getting the absolute experience of tlie Friendly Societies—their sickness experience; it should besides in
connection with these returns be elicited how much should be paid at each age for each member; it was
not until one or two actuaries had been consulted iu England that there was any improvement in the
Societies there ; they were as bad in England as they are here; believes that nothing better could he done
than adopting the experience of the Manchester Unity of Oddfellows, as theirs is the largest experience of
sickness without exception, and is under very competent management indeed ; it should not bo lost sight of
as a recommendation, tlie systematic collection of the experience of tlie Societies for Uew South Wales to be
accumulated and recorded ; it is very necessary to have returns of sickness in Societies and to ascertain what
the experience is, in order to find out what the contributions ought to be ; when that is found it can be
compared with the experience at home, and if it is more favourable the rates of contribution might be less;
but a valuation could be determined by tables already existing ; is in favour of a graduated scale of payment
according to age
...
...
...
...
...
...
■■■
...398
Societies with members averaging (say) 40 years of age and giving benefits on the following scale—
£30 in case of death of member, and' £10 or £15 at death of the wife ; a guinea a week sick pay for six
months, 15s. next six months, 10s, third six months, with 5s. superannuation allowance—could not do so
for Is. a week all round ■ omitting medical attendance and confining it to an allowance of £1 or a guinea a
week, £30 at death of member, £10 death of member’s wife, it would range from lid. at age twenty-five to
Is. 7d. at age forty, without making any provision for expenses; members’ wives should most decidedly
undergo a medical examination; his impression is that the mortality iu Colony' as compared with tlie
mortality of tlie old country among working-classes is more favourable ; thinks forms might be appended to
any Act making it compulsory on the members to furnisli returns j they ought to be required to have a
valuation of assets and liabilities made in so many years ; is quite sure that is indispensable to any satis
factory working of Benefit Societies ; should have such valuations not oftener than every five years ; necessity
when registering Societies of having some information of a substantial character as to the possibilities andprobability of the Society existing before the Registrar granted a certificate, would require the having of a
certain minimum number of members; the amount of contribution might be fixed ; would certainly make
distinctions with reference to occupations and trades and callings of members in the statistics ; occupations
such as a miner are liable to a great deal of accident; clerks and tailors may experience less actual sickness
and yet have a higher death rate; the Manchester Unity is a Society that, from being in a state of
insolvency in 1S45 or 46, worked itself round and bad rates deduced from its own experience; it is his
impression that they are now working satisfactorily
...
...
...
...
399
Apprehends that there are a very large number of individuals enrolled in the Societies ; is of opinion,
that members of Friendly Societies should be encouraged by the State ; favours the principle of Friendly
Societies ; believes that it is indeed an advantage to the individual and to the State, especially in regard to
sickness ; Registrar here should he an actuary ; at home and before the Act came into force, the Registrar, he
must be plain to say, was a delusion and a snare—it was worse than useless; the Societies got a certificate from
tlie Registrar, and people thought everything was right because ho had certified to it; under tlie new Acu
there is a Registrar who merely acts in the capacity of a Registrar registering the Societies after the rates
have been actuarially certified; there is also an actuary attached to the Office, and he secs to tlie quin
quennial investigations of the Societies, and reports annually upon them, and in that way there, is a com
plete and systematic report; considers Registrar’s Office is worse than useless, and the Registrar is helpless as
regards information ; in order to have the Societies reported on annually, and all the information put in the
proper statistical form, it is absolutely necessary to have a Registrar who is an actuary ; is aware that they
have something of tlie kind in New Zealand, and it is a credit to that Colony ; in framing tables of
payments to be made, it would be necessary to take the experience of England instead of experience of
Australia, simply because the latter has not yet been obtained ...
...
...
•••
400
He would not, in fixing rates of contributions here, take into consideration the huge amounts which
are paid by members into a Society for which benefits are never subsequently returned, in consequence of the
men shifting about or from other causes leaving tlie Society ; in event of finding that any deficiency when
examining accounts of Friendly Societies was compensated for by the number of withdrawals, tbe profit tnnt
represents would go into tbe general fund ; the statement to the effect tliat Societies existing in New South
Wales have simply been able to pay their way and not become insolvent because of the policies lapsing as
it would be termed in insurance—is worth nothing; it may bo true, but., it can scarcely be asserted of any
Society, with a view of starting or putting Societies on a firm basis the Commission should bo guided for the
present simply bv English experience; informing tables the age at entrance and the duration would be
required, and from ihc age at entrance plus tho duration you get the present age ; in future Societies should
be compelled to keep proper returns, so that they could make them without difficulty ; is inclined to think
that the sickness in these Colonies may be far in excess of what it is at home, though it may not at all affect
the mortality; it does not follow that though the mortality from accidents is heavier the sickness is
lighter...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
•••
_■■■
Would be advisable to have a special Government Department in connection with Friendly Societies
only to the extent of having a clerk, an actuary, and a skilled person ns Registrar ; as a statistical fact, a
return of ten years of tlie different Friendly Societies of tlie number of members who had resigned or left
the Society would be of some value; thinks the experience of Friendly Societies in Victoria, as regards tlie
statistical information that has been obtained, would to some extent be applicable to New South V’ales ;
there are only two things which are open for an actuary to take notice of in the Societies, that is the sick
ness, and tlie death rate ; the other things would be simply a matter of pro rata ; a rate of contribution might
be framed irrespective of expenses ; the sickness fund ought to be by itself and the assurance fund by itself;
if well managed and properly done, there 'would be no difficulty whatever in seeing that tlie total expenses
should be apportioned to tlie respective funds
...
...
...
•••
••• 402
Ratcliffe’s tables of sickness have been deduced by scientific methods from the experience of the
Societies, and from these data premiums are computed that will be adequate to the risks; the calculation
would be made on the whole of the experience of the Society, on the whole of the members that have been
exposed to sickness; the knowledge of concealed or unreported sickness would not at all inteifere with the
calculation ;

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE.

101

calculation ; a table of sickness could not be deduced simply from those that have suft'ered sickness ; the
surplus of Societies that went on a sliding scale could be distributed to the members; Katcliffe’s tables
would require modification; could give the Commission many instances of Societies and Companies which
Uxeld a million of money succumbing in the end
...
...
... ■
,,,
...
...
...
... 403
Further evidence of Mr. A. Ketkel:—The statement made by Mr. Stephen Murphy before the
'Commission that he (Mr. Kethel) had told him that Mr. Gelding was the only obstacle in the way of his
'being reinstated is not true ; as far as he knows, Mi1. Gelding has not at any time taken any action to pre
sent the admission of Murphy—Mr. Gelding rather befriended Mr. Muiphy ; he told Mr, Murphy that his
-only means of being reinstated would be through the regular tribunals of the Order; believes Mr.
Abigail did write to him urging him if possible to use his influence to get Mr. Murphy back; if Mr. Murphy
■said that he (Mr. Kethel) gave him no opportunity of looking at the books when on his trial, it would be a
•deliberate falsehood...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
. .
...
... 403
. Further evidence of Mr. W. E. Langley:—Produces letter from Mr. Garcia to the address of Mr.
Melville, ML. A., for copy, see page 404; he can swear to the signature; statement made therein is
unmistakeably untrue; Mr. Melville’s name was never mentioned before the Commission except by Mr.
Garcia himself; thinks it was a member of the Commission who brought the Pyrmont Lodge business
before the Commission ; he was asked some questions about it, the reference was to the cost of
■.management; tho only name he remembers in connection with that was that of Mr. Garcia ...
404
.
Evidence of Mr. John Slade:—Is aware of the sum paid, over over a space of thirty-two years, in
this Colony, by the different Societies, to secure medical attendance; has made on behalf of Priendly Societies
’engagements and contracts with doctors ; considers the amount paid by the Societies is sufficient to secure
the best of the medical men and faithful attendance on the part of the medical officer ; he has known Societies
to have the attendance of the same medical man for a period of twenty-five years ; has known a medical
man elected fifteen or sixteen times to a Society without opposition ; knows of no difficulty in securing a
■medical officer for a Society ; considers 15s. without medicine a fair payment to a medical man ; decidedly
■favours the principle of graduated payments ; uniform system of contributions is unequal in its operation,
and is both unfair and injudicious; nothing but graduated payments will ensure permanent stability
In Friendly Societies ; favours the provision providing that each Society should have an Arbitration Board,
And he should supplement that by having a Board of which the Registrar should be President; their
■decision to be final, without appeal to tho Law Courts, except in criminal matters ; some very pointed
cases of members declaring on the sick fund and shamming sickness have come under his notice ; concealment
<af age at entrance is another fraud which has given them large benefits in some cases; approves of persons
being members of more than one Society ; a man who belongs to a Society, and whoso wages or salary is
.£3 or £4 a week cannot afford to avail himself of tbe advantages of his Society while the whole benefits are
£1 a week, and be will work while really unable to do so ; would limit the amount of payment to two
■societies at a guinea each ; would make special provision with reference to tlie superannuation or pensioning
of members, entirely separate from all other benefits; suggests a separate fund with separate trustees, and
.■administered separately ; the fund could be maintained by a small yearly contribution to be paid by the
members
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
4Q4
. Would prefer a uniform system of bookkeeping adopted in Friendly Societies ; it should be duty of
Registrar to supply a form of book or books ; is of opinion that in some cases management and expenses
incurred in connection with the districts is grossly extravagant, almost criminal ; Government appointing an
•officer to make an annual valuation of the assets and liabilities of the various Societies should be the most
imperative provision of any new A ct; believes a minimum should be fixed in making provision in any new
’legislation for the rate of contributions to be paid by persons joining the Societies ; fixing on minimum should
fee on some table founded on an acturial report; no condonation or settlement should be allowed outside
vbc Registrar’s Court; all defalcations should be handed to the Registrar, and he should decide whether
"they should go to the law Courts or be settled by arbitration ; is in favour of exacting from each officer—
'Treasurer or Secretary—a fidelity bond ; every Society should submit its books to a Government officer at
Any time he called cither at Secretary’s residence in reasonable hours or at the Lodge room or place of
wieeting as duly advertised; gives instances of cases of misappropriation of Society’s funds by members,
...
...
...
...
... 405 it 406 ^
Has had cases in his Order where doctors have carelessly given certificates that members were sick
when they were not; in all future legislation the liability of a Society to a member for benefits should cease
Immediately the member ceases to be in a position to be compelled to pay his subscriptions, directly ho
’becomes financial, whatever his position may be; is in favour of the medical benefits of Societies being
Administered so tliat they shall collectively form a Medical Board of sufficient medical skill to attend to the
whole of theii-members, itc., itc.; believes medical men to be very careless
...
...
... "
... 406
Evidence of Mr. T. M. Shepherd:—Is Chairman of the Ancient Order of Foresters—has been
-connected with tlie Society about fifteen years; no defalcations have taken place ; is his private opinion
that the funds have been misapplied in the investment of £400 in connection with the purchase of the
STriendly Societies Hall ; hall is not exactly the property of his Court—is a .Toiut Stock Company'in
"which tho Society has invested its funds; is of opinion tliat the investment is an illegal one ; the lemil
•opinion was that the members could invest their money in this way ; value of his funds would be between
£1,000 and£l,100 in all; 8 per cent, interest was guaranteed on the shares ; building was on tlie land when
•they purchased ; a number of Friendly Societies have participated; building is designated Friendlv
Socjeiies’ Hall Company, limited liability and incorporated; shares are confined to Iona fide members o'f
^Societies; there will be no source of revenue for tbe moneys invested unless tbe speculation turns out a
auccess.
‘
, _ Evidence' of Mr. Liplrmon Menser :—la a member of several Friendly Societies; three of his
Societies^ have invested money to the extent of £400, and £200, £100, in connection with the Friendly
Societies’ Hall; be approved of the investment of the funds in this way ; all the Lodges having to meet
an public-houses, they had no place to go to ; the separate Lodges were not in funds to build halls of their
own;
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own ; a meeting of delegates for the various Societies was called ; it was resolved to bring a report up to’
tbe effect that they should combine to build a ball; found it could be done, under tbe 42nd clause of tbe
Act, by separate Lodges; thought that they could also do it in combination.; Protestant Alliance and
Oddfellows’ Hall in Sydney has been built by tbe members of several Lodges', although under the same
Order; tabes it that the Priendly Societies Act prohibiting the investment of funds means amongst non
members ; the investment is sure, and tho interest from the hall is the same as would be got from theBank ; Directors of Friendly Societies’ Hall Company give the guarantee and are personally liable ; in theevent of Society or Societies requiring their funds, they could he obtained by giving twenty-eight days’ notice;
has received praise from the members in reference to these investments; has Sir. Bowden’s opinion as to what
they could do (see page 408) ; three Lodges only have invested their funds in it; there is a special form in
which the applicant has to state he is a member of such and such a Society, and none but members of
Societies can obtain shares; does not look at it as a Joint Stock Company ; in case of bankruptcy or death
the shares could be passed to non-members; believes that Mr. Oliver did advise a way of making theaffair legal, but is not sure ; he did not make a statement to the effect that Mr. Oliver had said he knew
it was illegal, &e.; the position of Messrs. Coates and Gazzard is the same as his; Mr. Coates knows
nothing of the matter..............................................................................................................................................
Evidence of Mr. George Coates .—Has been a member of the Ancient Order of Foresters for
twenty-six years ; from hearsay £400 has been invested in the Friendly Societies’ Hall Company; he dis
approves of the investment, as contrary to the Friendly Societies Act; thinks the funds should be only
invested in the Savings Bank or Government securities ; was elected Trustee without his knowledge;
on stating to the Treasurer that he understood that they were about to purchase a hall, but that he would
not sign the cheque, he said it was needless, as it was paid for already ; Mr. Menser and Mr. Gazznrd
took it upon themselves to draw the money out; cannot say if he was removed because be would not sign
the cheque ; his name is not still registered as Trustee; had no intimation from the Court that he was
removed—it was only by accident he heard of his removal.
Evidence of Mr. L. Menser continued—The Manager of the Bank declined to acknowledge morethan two Trustees ; his name is John Taylor ; he told him nothing himself, his clerk did ; he never had
the opportunity of consulting Mr. Coates respecting this matter, or should have done so; had spoken to
him about purchase of the property, although he did not officially consult him ; it is not a fact that he
overlooked him as a Trustee; in the Bank-book it is Gazzard, Menser, and Coates; tbe Manager only
recognizes the first two names ; this was the first time they have had to draw money out of the Bank foryears; Mir. Gazzard always hanked tho money.
Evidence of Mr. Moses Gazzard:—Is a member of the Foresters; is also a Trustee; he drew out£400 for the Hall; approved of that mode of investing the funds, because they had nowhere to go to;
has never read the 42nd section of the Act: has been informed that it says that tbo Trustees have no
power to invest money in a Joint Stock Company ; has heard that Mr. Bowden stated it could bo done ;
Mr. Coates was appointed before him and Mr. Menser; if he had known the provisions of tbe 42nd clause be
might have considered the matter; the shares are taken in the name of the Lodge; Mr. Menser paid the
money; he was not present when the money was handed over; he was guided by the summoned meeting;
owing to tbe action then taken, he was a consenting party to the money being taken ; is sure the shareswere applied for in tbe name of tbe Lodge, as it was voted that it should be done so in the Lodge; he did
sign a cheque for the withdrawal of the money.
Evidence of Mr. L. Menser continued:—They applied on behalf of the Court for 400 shares to beallotted to the Court; no scrip was issued; the application was signed by him on behalf of the three
Trusteesdid not consult them directly, hut it was done in the Court; he applied to Mr. Gazzard directly
to authorize him to apply on their behalf; this Companies Act does recognize bodies of men ; there is a
special (registration) deed; the Secretary signed the cheque for the money himself; they signed thcreeeipt book at the Bank; the cheque is signed by the officers of the Court.
Evidence of Mr. Gazzard continued:—The money of the Court is deposited in his aud Mr, Menser’s
name in the Bank ; Mr. Coates’ name is not in the Bank-book; had nothing to do in the matter beyond
signing his name on one occasion ; ho did not apply for the shares ; has had no paper exhibited to him as
a receipt for the payment of the money ; has a positive knowledge that the money has been paid ; does
not know if any receipt is in existence; does not think the Lodge would do anything illegal.
Evidence of Mr. Menser continued:—The Sons of Temperance and the Druids have invested in thisCompany; these Lodges have taken shares which have been allotted to them; has no signed articles of
association; he holds the documents from the Company ; he holds a receipt, and the deed of settlement is.
signed by the other Trustee and himself.
Evidence of Mr. Henry Harrington Green:—Is Grand Master of the Independent Order of
Oddfellows; he has, with the concurrence of the Trustees, removed some of the funds of the Lodge; a
portion of the Funeral Fund has been operated upon by the Trustees ; it is invested in real estate; when
tho land was placed in the market it was purchased conditionally, that the Order would accept it; a
private cheque was given for one quarter of the purchase money (£834) ; subsequently a meeting of the
Executive was called for the purpose of laying the matter before them; previous to this two or threemeetings were held to know if it would be advisable, at each of which it was unanimously decided that it
would be a profitable investment; it was determined to purchase the land; they had previously
obtained legal advice as to the step they were about to take; the matter is still in embryo, although
the name of the Order was used in connection with it; it is not a fact that two new Trusteesand one old one drew out £200; it was done by the original Trustees as registered by the
Begistrar of Friendly Societies {produced for inspection) ; at the last annual session of the Grand
Lodge Trustees were elected ; tbe .Journal of Proceedings will explain that a protest was made at
the election as to the mode of election; the mode of election was objected to because it did not accord
with the clause of tlie constitution under which it was held : the protest has yet to be decided by the
Supreme Grand Body ; the old Trustees have acted in the meantime, and have withdrawn the money
applied for the purpose of purchasing this property; believes that the appropriation of the Funeral Fund
m
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in tbp manner done is in conformity with the rules; he interprets " and for no other purpose” to mean
that it may he invested profitably in real estate ; previous to the land being purchased be gave instructions
If
(j l’i-1ILd Secretary that Mr. Langley should be apprised of the fact; Mr. Langley was interviewed bv
the. Q-rand Treasurer ; ho has the Treasurer’s word of honor that Mr. Langlev gave his consent: has copy
ol intimation sent to all Lodges, and Mr. Langley’s Lodge amongst others received one; they received a
protest ±rom that Lodge, though they were present at the meeting at which action was taken ; ho learned
subsequently that Mr. Langley influenced the passing of that protest; they were immediately after pur
chase offered £500 and subsequently £800, and more recently £1,000 on their bargain ; the matter of
the Trustees was referred to the Supremo Grand Lodge of Australasia; the Executive meets when any
matter of importance is brought before it; they can give a ruling which is binding ; the matter of the
Trustees has been referred to them ; he was in the office of the Supremo Grand Secretarv in April last, and
c-Ti1 t ° i ,T'ece!ved suc'1 a document; has had no communication since; indirect influence on the part
■of Mr Langley has been used to obtain from the Grand Sire a decision; their institution is of American origin
■and they say distinctly that honorary membership is not recognized ; one of the clauses in the protest is
with regard to Mr. Langley holding an honorary position ; Messrs. Dawson & Sons, solicitors were
consulted legally ; their opinion was that they could go on and complete the purchase; the laws were
.submitted to Messrs. Dawson & Sons for their opinion; they advised them that if they complied with
the imendJy Societies Act, with regard to one or two clauses pointed out to them, by having special
meetings, all was clear; he cannot say whether their special attention was called to the intention of their
Society to apply the 'Funeral Fund for the purpose of making the purchase; attention was drawn to the
tact that the mother institution of the Order had invested their funds in almost a precisely similar wav
there was no objection made to persons at all.
J
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INDEX OF WITNESSES.
Name.

Asher A......................
Asher H.....................
Audet J......................
Austell H...................
Bailey R....................
Baker Mrs. M. A.
Balls R.......................
Belgrave Dr..............
Benton W.................
Beveridge D............
Black M. A.............

Olticc.
Grand Scribe, Sons of Temperance.................................................................................
Member of Hebrew Mutual Benefit Society........ .................... ....................
Represents American Constitution of Oddfellows ............................................... .
Treasurer, No. 3 G ood Samaritan Sons of Temperance...................................
Late Secretary, Court llobiu Hood A.O.F................................................................
Secretary, St. Francis’ Sisters of Temperance.......................................... ............. !

Worthy Patriarch, Princess Alice Division, Protestant Alliance .............
Medical Officer to several Friendly Societies .......................................................
Late Secretary, Grand United Order of Free Gardeners ................................
Secretary, Court Friendship, No. 4,584 A.O.F.......................................................
Actuary of Mutual Provident Society and Member of the Institute of
Actuaries,
Brady Dr..................
Duly qualified Medical Practitioner ............................................................................
Brady W...................
Councillor and Warden, A.H.C. Guild........................................................................
Bretnall G................
D. S. Sydney District G.U.O.O.......................................................................................
Brown G....................
Secretary, HcraM Office Benefit Society...................................................................
Private Lodge Secretary aud D. Secretary G.U.O.O...........................................
Buckley G. ..........
Cameron A., M. P.
Member of U.O.O.F.................................................... ...........................................................
Cannon R...................
Grand Secretary, I.O.O.F.................................................................................. ...............
Chapman A. W.
Treasurer, Manchester Unity...........................................................................................
Glaridgc E.................
Treasurer, Honeysuckle Lodge, G.U.O.O...................................................................
Cojites G.....................
Trustee, A.O.F...........................................................................................................................
Colyer H, G.............
Solicitor ......................................................................................................................................
Col'lycr H...................
Secretary, Sydney United Plasterers’ Society.........................................................
Comber T...................
Secretaiy, Sydney Progressive Society of Carpenters and Joiners.............
Coonan P....................
Member of Sacred Heart Branch, Australian Catholic Society ................
CowJishaw T. ......
President, Australian Union Benefit Society .........................................................
Crowley J..................
Late Member of A.ILC, Guild ......................................................................................
Curran P....................
Member of the Hibernian Australian Catholic Society.....................................
Davies J. H..............
D. G. Treasurer, Druids’ Friendly Society ..............................................................
Davison W. F. ......
Secretary, Shipwrights’ Provident Union of Port Jackson ............................
Dike W.......................
Secretary, United Labourers’ Benefit Society.........................................................
Donohoe J. J............
Secretary, United Society of Boiler-makers and Iron-sliip-builders of
N. S. Wales.
Durnmer J.................
Member P. A. Friendly Society of Australasia ....................................................
Etherington T.........
Secretary, Sons of Perseverance Friendly Society...............................................
Fitshonry .1. ............
Secretary, Friendly Trade Society oi Ironinoiilders ..........................................
Fitzpatrick A. A...
Secretary', Court Royal Oak A. O. F. ...........................................................................
Forbes P.....................
Giand Scosetary, Loyal Orange Benefit Society of Australasia ..................
Fordham A. B.........
Represents Central Spring Tent 1.0. Rcchabites....................................................
Forsyth F..................
Represents the Operative Bricklayers' Society ....................................... ■............
Forsyth T..................
Secretary Court Pride of Australia, A.O.F..............................................................
Fox W. 0..................
District Secretary, A.O.F................................................... ...............................................
Fraser G. E...............
Secretary, N.S. Wales Seamen’s Union ...................................................................
Garcia A.....................
Deputy Grand Master, I.O.O.F......................................................................................
Gazzard M.................
Trustee, A.O.F..........................................................................................................................
Gelding J....................
Secretary, Sydney District, I.O.O.F...........................................................................
Gibson G...................
General Master, P. Alliance of Australasia..............................................................
GreenG. H................
Secretary, Sydney Marine Benefit Society.............................................................
Green H. H...............
Grand Master, I.O.O.F......................................................................................................
Hampton J................
District G rand Secretary, Order of Royal Foresters........................................
HarcusL. E..............
P.G.W.U.'T., l.O.G.T............................................................................................................
Harrison W...............
, Late member Lodge 25, Young Australia, P.A......................................................
Henson W..................
. Late Treasurer, Sons of Temperance............................................................................
Hewitt J. T,..
. Secretary, Prince Albert Lodge, G.U.O.O...............................................................
Holdsworth P. R.
M.W. Scribe for Australasia Sons of Temperance...............................................
Houison Dr...............
Secretary of N.S. Wales Medical Board ...................................................................
Hund H......................
Secretary, Travellers' Home Lodge G.U.O.O...................;.....................................
Kean J, A................
President, U.I.O. Druids....................................................................................................
Kethel A....................
Member of the Manchester Unity.................................................................................
KiddL. ...................
Member No. 5, Sons of Temperance ............................................................................
King J..........................
Secretary, St. Peter’s Burial Society...........................................................................
Langley W. K........
Grand Master, I.O.O.F.........................................................................................................
Lawrie Mrs. E. M. A. Presidentess, St. Francis’ Sisters of Temperance ...............................................
Lillie J. .....................
Minute Secretary, Protestant Mutual Benefit Society.................................
Lucas G.......................
Master of Lodge, Free Gardeners’ Benefit Society...............................................
M'Crory J. F...........
D. Secretary, Hibernian Society......................................................................................
McDonald J. F. ...
Late Warden, A.H.C. Guild of St. Mary and St. Joseph................................
M'Encroe E..............
Honorary Member, A.H.C. Guild.................................................................................
M‘Fadyen J.............
Representative, Rose of Australia, G.U.O.O............................................................
M‘Keown X R........
Secretary, St. Patrick’s Branch, Hibernian Australian Catholic Benefit
Society.
Maher G....................
Warden, West Maitland Branch, St. John the Baptist, A.ILC. Guild ...
Maidment L.............
Secretary, Quarrymcn’s Eight-hour Protection Society.....................................
Makinson H..............
Solicitor, and member of the firm of Ellis & Makinson.................................. ...
Mallarky S................
Late Secretary, Eedfern M.B. Association ............................................. ...............
Moacle R. C.............
Warden, A.ILC. Guild.............................................................................. ..........................
Menser L.....................
Represents several Friendly Societies ........................................................................
Mitchell J..................
D,G. Secretary, United A.O. Druids............................................................................
Morgan F, A.............
Secretary, Captain Conk Tent, I.O. Rcchabites....................................................
Munro J.....................
Member, 25, Young Australia P. Alliance ..............................................................
Murer 0.....................
Secretary, German Benefit Association........................................................................
Murphy S..................
Member, M, Unity United. Brothers’ Lodge............................................................
Murray M..................
Treasurer, St. John’s G uild, West Maitland .........................................................
Murray T. J.............
Past Secretary, A.H.C. Guild of St, Mary and St. Joseph..............................
Newland P. J...........
Trustee, Sydney District G.U.O.O.................................................................................
New T...........................
Secretary, Court Hunter A.O.F........................................................................................
O’Reilly Dr...............
Hon. Secretary, N.S.W. Branch of the British Medical Association........
Oliver A......................
Registrar of Friendly Societies ......................................................................................
Parsonage E. W. ..
Secretary, Miller’s Point Lodge, I.O.O.F...................................................................
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355 to 337
38!), 380
311, 312
309 to 311
349, 350
213, 214
3S8, 389
251 to 239
175
350 to 352
397, 403
265 to 267
131, 132
70 to 76
306 to 309
361 to 363
269 to 272
52 to 57
324 to 327
357 to 359

4ns

375 to 377
229
220, 222

304
102 to 166
126 to 130
303, 304
139 to 145
233 and 236
189 to 192
233, 234, 238

3S2, 3S3
217 to 220
223 to 225
193 to 196
179 to 181
173 to 175
225 to 226
106, 197, and 209 to 211
100 to 105
234, 235
394 to 397
409, 410
37 to 44
148 to 151
183 to 186
411 to 412
105 to 109, and 290 to 293
229, 230 .
280 to 283
236 to 238
390 to 393
S3 to SS
247 to 251
393, 394
133 to 137
'
384 to 3SS, and 403
370 to 373
ISS, 189, and 200 to 203
58 to 67
211 to 213
208, 209
176 to 178
155 to 159
152 to 155
337, 338
366 to 368
159 to 162
368, 309
235
137 to 139
199 to 200
243 to 247
407, 408, 409, 410
109 to 115
166 to 173
332 to 337
186 to ISS
319 to 324
369, 370
115 to 121
68 to 70
352, 353
312 to 318
1 to 19
277, 278
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Name.

Office.

G. Scribe, No. 1 Grand Division, Sons o£ Temperance.....................................
Late Secretary, Trustee and Chairman of St. Peter’s Burial Society . ...
Late Secretary and Master of Friendly Society of Australasia, Protestant
Alliance, Lodee 28.
Pettit J. C........................ Late Secretary ofthree Friendly Societies, vide....................................................
Pickbum Dr.............. Duly qualified Medical Practitioner ............................................................................
Pidgeon N........................ G. Scribe, No. fl, Grand Division Sons of Temperance......................................
Pine! A. J....................... Represents Court Friendship, Royal Foresters ....................................................i
Prior J................................ Secretary, Rose of Petersham Lodge, G. U.O.t).................................................... ,
Reid 3................................. District Provincial Corresponding Secretary, M. Unity ................................
Robins A.......................... Dispenser, Oddfellows Dispensary, M. Unity.........................................................
Robinson J....................... Secretary, United Brothers Lodge, I.O.O.F..............................................................
Rogers F. W................... Socretaiy, Coach-builders’ Society of New South Wales ................................
RoUeston C., C.M.G-.. Auditor-General of New South Wales ..................................................... ..................
One of the Special Auditors who audited the accounts of the A. H. C. |
Ronan M. T.................
Guild in
Root J................................ Secretary, Court Morning Star, A.O. F......................... ............................................
Late Chief Warden of A.H.C. Guild of St. Mary and St. Joseph .............
Rubie E. J....................
Rnshton H.................... .. G. W. Patriarch, No. 7 Grand Division, Hunter Raver Sons of Temperance
Salmon P. ....................... Trustee, St. Francis’ Brothers of Temperance........................................................
Sanders X......................... Member of Prince Albert Lodge, G.U.O.O.................................................................
Schofield E...................... Secretary, M. Unity Order of Oddfellows ............................................................
■ Scott E. L........................ Clerk to Parliamentary Draftsman and nominally Secretary to Registrar
of Friendly Societies.
Sheehan .J........................ Secretary, A.'JlC. Guild ....................................................................................................
Shepherd T. M.............. Chairman, A.O.F.....................................................................................................................
Rhewcn Dr. A................ Duly qualified Medical Practitioner ........ ...................................................................
Sippe R. D.................... Secretary, Wesleyan or Protestant Union Benefit Society ...........................
Slade J............................... Expressed a wish to be examined before the Commission with reference
to Medical Officers of various Friendly Societies,
Smart J............................. Secretary, No. 12 Abon Ben Adhen Lodge, 1.0.0.................................................
Smith A, L...................... Grand Secretary, G.U.O.O.................................................................................................
Smith W. B..................... Accountant and late Grand Secretary, P.A. Friendly Society.......................i
Sneesby H........................ Secretary, City of Newcastle Lodge, G.U.O.O........................................................
Stapleton R..................... Represents Parramatta (St. Patrick’s) Branch of A.H.C. Guild..................
Stewart T......................... Secretary, Marrickville I.O.O.F.....................................................................................
Sodcrholm W................ Representative of the Scandinavian Society............................................................
Member of M. Unity and Order of Druids ............................................................
Somerville J.............
Teece R.................. .......... Chief Clerk, Australian Mutual Benefit Society....................................................
Thom J............................. Member of Day Dawn Division, Sons of Temperance ......................................]
Townshend J.................. Member of Waratah Lodge, Order of Druids, at Ryde .................................I
Walker A......................... President, Protestant Alhaneo No. 1................... .......................................................
Walker W...................... Past Grand Master, Protestant Alliance ..................................................................
Duly qualified Medical Practitioner ............................................................................
Warren Dr................ .
Chemist and Druggist .........................................................................................................
Watson J........................
Way W. J........................ Secretary, Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners...........................
Webber R........................ Secretary, G. U. 0.0..................... ...........................................................................................
Wilkinson A................... Represents G.U.O.O.....................i........................................................................................
Withers S........................ Secretary, I.O.O.F..................................................................................................................
Peirce E, T.....................
Percival T........................
Perry J..............................

Page.

SS to 97
204 to 207
329 to 331
339 to 342
259 to 263
97 to 99
270, 277
300 to 303
342 to 347
286 to 2SS
327 to 329
235
300
151
197, 198
132, 133
354, 355
214 to 217
381, 382
26 to 37
19 to 26
239
406
267
181
404
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to
to

243
407
269
183
406

279, 280
44 to 50
76 to 82
859 to 361
318, 319
377 to 381
222, 223
347, 349
293 to 300
373, 374
2S3, 284
145 to 148
272 to 276
263 to 265
284 to 2SG
230 to 233
305, 306
363 to 366
226 to 229
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Ancient Order of Foresters

Ancient Order of Druids

Australian IToly Catholic Guild

Naina

Bailey 11....................
Beveridge D.............
Fox W. 0..................
Fitzpatrick A. A
Forsyth X..................
Kew T........................
Boot J.......................
Davis J. H...............
Mitchell J.................
Somerville J..............
Townshend .7............
BrtuLy \V...................
Crowley J..................
Meacle K. C..............
M'Hjncroe E..............
Maher G....................
Murray M.................
Kubie E. J................
Sheehan J. .
Stapleton R.

Benefit (Sick, Funeral, aud other) Societies—
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners Way W. J.................
Australian Mutual Benefit Society ................. Black M. A..............
Teece K....................
Australian Union Benefit Society ..................... Cowlishaw T............
Onachbmlders’ Society of N. S. Wales .......... Rogers F. W.............
Friendly Trade Society of Ironmoulders
Fitzhenry J.............
Gennan Benefit Association ..............
.... Murer 0.....................
Grand United Order of Free Gardeners.......... Lucas G.....................
Benton W..................
Hebrew Mutual Benefit Society ...................... Asher H.................
/fr raid Office Benefit Society ......................... Blown G....................
Hibernian Australian Catholic Society .......... Curran P..................
Operative Bricklayers Society .......................... Forsyth F.................
M‘Crory D................
Coonan T„ ..............
Rrogressivc Society of Carpenters and Joiners Comber T...................
Protestant Mutual Benefit Society.................. Lillie J.......................
Guarrymens Eight-hour Protection Society ... Maidment L..............
Scandinavian Society ........................................ Sodcrholm W............
Seamen’s Union, Hew South Wales.................. Fraser G. E..............
St. Peter's Burial Society .................................. King J......................
Percival T.
Sons of Perseverance F, Society ......................
St. Francis’ Brothers of Temperance ............
St. Francis’ Sisters of Temperance..................
Sydney Marine Benefit Society..........................

Ethcrington T..........
Salmon P..................
Baker Mrs. M. A. ..
Lawrie Mrs. E. M...
Green G. IT...............

Shipwrights’ Provident Union of Port Jackson
United Society of Boilermakers and Iron Ship
builders of Hew South Wales.
United Plasterers Society .................................
United Labourers Benefit Society......................
Wesleyan or Protestant Union Benefit Society
Grand United Order of Oddfellows

Independent Order of Oddfellows

Independent Order of Good Templars ...
Independent Order of Rechabites.........
Mancliester Unity ................................

.aft

Davison W. F..........
Domiohoc J. J.........
Collyer II...................

Ollico.

Late Secretary Court Robin Hood ...
Secretary Court Friendship..............
District Secretary ..............................
Secretary Court Royal Oak .............
Secretary Court Pride of Australia..
Secretary Court Hunter ..................
Secretary Court Morning Star.........
Treasurer.............................................
D. G. Secretary ...............................
Member of .........................................
Member of Waratah Lodge, at Ryde
Councillor and Warden......................
Late member of ................................
Warden .............................................
Honorary Member .........................
Warden, West Maitland Branch of
St. John the Baptist.
Treasurer, St. John's Guild, West
MaitlandLate Chief Warden of St. Mary and
St. Joseph.
Secretary ........................................
Member St. Patrick’s Brunch A. II.
C. Guild, Parramatta.

1’agc.

349, 350
350, 352
100, 105
193, 196
196, 197
209, 211
197, 19S
139, 145
109, 115
347, 349
2S3, 2S4
131,132
126, 130
243, 247
337, 338
36S
369, 370
132, 133
239, 243
3IS, 319

Secretary ............................................. 230, 233
Actuary ............................................
397, 403
Chief Clerk........................................
293, 300
President........................................... 102, ICG
Secretary .............................................
235
Secretary ............................................. 223, 225
Secretary ............................................. 180, ISS
Master of a Lodge............................. 176, ITS
Late Secretary ..................................
175
Member of ......................................... 389, 390
Secretary ... ■.................................... 306, 309
Member of ......................................... 303, 304
Member ............................................. 225, 226
Secretary ............................................. 155, 157
Member Sacred Heart Branch..........
304
Secretary ............................................. 220, 222
Minute Secretary ...........................
208, 209
Secretary ...........................................
235
Member of ........................................
222, 223
Secretary' ............................................ 234, 235
Secretary'............................................. ISS, 1S9,
200, 203
Late Secretary, Trustee, and Chair 204, 207
man.
Secretary............................................. 217, 220
Trustee ............................................. 204, 207
Secretary ............................................. 213, 214
Presidentess ..................................... 212, 213
Secretary'............................................. 1S3, 18C
Member of ........................................
233, 236
Secretary ............................................ 234, 238

Dike W.....................
Sippe R. D...............

Secretary'......
Secretary .......
Secretary ......

229
189, 192
1S1, 183

Bretnall G................
Buckley G............ . .
Cameron A., M.P. ...
Cleridge E.................
Hewitt J. P...............
Hund id......................
M'Fadyen J..............
Newland P. J............
Prior J........................
Smith A. L................
Sneesby H.................
Sanders Pi .............
Wilkinson A............
Canon R......................
Garcia A....................
Langley W. E...........
Parsonage E. W. ...
Robinson .)................
Smart J......................
Stewart T..................
Hureus L. E..............
Fordham A, B..........
Morgan F. A.............
Gcldmg J...............
Kethel A...................
Reid J........................
Schofield E...............
Somerville J..............

D. Secretary’, Sydney District..........
Private Lodge Secretary ..................
Member of .........................................
Treasurer, Honeysuckle Lodge ......
Secretary, Prince Albert Lodge . ,.
Secretary, Traveller’s Home Lodge...
Member, Rose of Australia Lodge ...
Trustee, Sydney District..................
Rose of Petersham Lodge .............
Grand Secretary..................................
Secretary, City' of Newcastle Lodge
Memlier Prince Albert Lodge..........
Member of .........................................
Grand Secretary..................................
D.G. Master .....................................
Grand Master.....................................
Secretary, Miller’s Point Lodge......
Secretary, United Brothers’ Lodge .
Secretary, Abon Ben Adhen Lodge
Member of, at Marrickville..............
P.G.W.C. Templar..............................
Member, Crystal Spring Tent..........
Secretary', Capt, Cook Tent ............
Secretary, Sydney District ..............
Member of .........................................
D.P.C. Secretary, Newcastle District
Secretary, Order of Oddfellows ......
Member of..........................................

70,
361,
269,
357,
390,
393,
366,
68,
300,
44,
359,
381,
226,
52,
394,
58,
277,
327,
279,
377,
229,
373,
166,
37,

76
363
272
359
393
394
368
70
303
50
361
3S2
229
57
397
67
278
329
2S(l
381
230
175
173
44

384, 388, 403

342 to 347
26, 38
347, 349
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Society.

Nftmc.

Office.

Ball K. ......................

AY. Patriarch, Princess Alice Division

Harrison W............... Late member, Lodge 25, Young
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FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.
FRIDAY, 25 NOVEMBER, 1881.

present:—

JAMES SQUIKE PARNELL,

Esq., M.P., President.

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
EDWARD GREYILLE, Esq,, J.P.,
JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
ARCHIBALD HAMILTON JACOB, Esq.,
JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P.,
M.P.,
FRANCIS ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
PHILIP J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
PHILIP RISBY HOLDSWORTH. Esq.,
EDWARD J. RUBLE, Esq. ‘

Mr. Alexander Oliver, Registrar of Friendly Societies, sworn and examined
1. ■ Rrfimdevt.] You are the Registrar of Friendly Societies ? Yes, sir, I am.'*'
Mr. A. Oliver.
2. I presume you would be able to furnish a return from your ofliee of the number of Friendly Societies
^
registered under the Act 1 Of Friendly Societies registered under the Act; yes, in fact we have such a 23Nov., 1881,
return now. It is a little approximate, and it would be subject to reduction, because some of the registered
Societies we know to be extinct, but wc have got no record of their dissolution. We know them to be
extinct, because after writing several letters to send in their returns we have had no reply ; wo believe
them therefore to be extinct. Those I refer to are Societies registered many years ago, so that my return
will not be an accurate return, but will have to be taken with some reductions ; my return will show a
larger number than actually exist.
3. I may inform you that, notwithstanding the Commission is to inquire into the whole Act, our inquiry is
confined to the Friendly Societies, Now, do these registrations include Building Societies? Yes; that is
to say, the Act under which I register Friendly Societies is the same as that under which I register Building
Societies.
4. Then in any return you may prepare will you kindly exempt the Building Societies? Yes, and I presume
also Industrial and Provident Societies. What I am asked for, I suppose, is a return of the number of Societies.
5. Will you supply us a return of the number of the respective Orders? Yes.
C. Under the Act these Societies have to send in certain returns ? Yes, sir, they have.
7. Will you inform the Commission whether these Societies strictly comply with the law in this respect?
The Societies have made returns in many instances and regularly in the time prescribed by the Act, but a
great many Societies have not done so. Your question is almost impossible to answer without goino' a
little into detail. For example, the Manchester Unity, the Foresters, and some other large Orders sencf in
their returns punctually; and, if I may say so, in a very good form. On the other hand, many of the
Societies, especially the country Societies, send their returns in utterly unintelligible; and some—a large
number I am sorry to say—send none in at all. Take last year for example. I suppose some two or three
hundred letters must have been written sending the form of the return and reminding the Societies of the
time when their returns must be sent in. In many cases these were not replied to; in others, returns were
sent in, but to attempt to dissect them or make any use of them was absurd. They are constructed in the
country by very illiterate men, who could not understand how to make them out. Therefore, for statistical
purposes the returns are quite useless. We send the returns back with a request that they should be
amended; but the Secretaries get hopelessly confused, and it ends in us simply getting lumped-in figures.
We try to get them dissected so as to exhibit the income and expenditure in a proper way ; but we rarely
can get that except with those Societies that make this a matter of importance and see that this is done.
Some of the large Orders do that, but many from the country pay no attention to it.
So that out of 460
Societies, perhaps we may get a few over 200 returning in accordance with the forms sent them, the balance
being all more or less unintelligible, and some return Log not at all.
8. You are now speaking of country Societies? My last remark was with respect to Societies generally.
About 200 of all of those registered send in good returns, a certain proportion send in imperfect returns, and
some send in none at all. Well, from returns prepared in that form it would of course be impossible to
put any man to work to dissect them with a view of obtaining any decent result.
9. Do you know whether these country Societies you speak of are not connected with what is called the
Grand Lodge of the Society in the city of Sydney ? A great many of them are.
10. And are these returns irrespective of the Grand Lodge ? Well, that has been a difficulty. I consider
the Act requires that each Lodge should send in its own returns. In the Manchester Unity there would be
so many districts. There would be the Sydney district and districts all over the Colony, and the same with
the other large Orders,
11. But I suppose you know they are governed by a Grand Lodge ? Yes, some representative body.
\2. But that they have no influence over the district Lodges ? I do not pretend to know anything about
their domestic government. All I know is from hearsay or from what I see in the rules. 1 do not know
’

anything

* ^OTE (on revision) : IJie office of Registrar of Frirmlly Societies is held in conjunction with that of Parliamentary
Draftsman ; the Inemll.y Societies Act requiring that tho ofliee must, be held by some public officer.
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Mr, A. Oliver, anythin;; of my own knowledge of their internal government as between district and Lodge, or between
Grand Lodge and districts.
_
25Nov,(lS81. ] 3, J think the law provides that there should be an annual return laid before Parliament? Tt docs.
14. 'Has that ever been done? Never.
15. Will you explain the reason why ? I have no objection, but it will be rather a long story. Xwas
appointed in 1874, in January-----.
16. I will ask you another question in addition to that. Will you be kind enough to inform the
Commission what staff you have in connection with the working of this department ? The last three years
I have had about one quarter of a man ; that is I have a clerk who has to do a large variety of other duties,
and practically I get about one quarter of his time for Friendly Societies.
_
17. Now, will you be kind enough to explain the reason why the law has not been obeyed in that respect
of laying these returns before Parliament ? In 1874 when 1 was appointed, I was then filling the office of
Parliamentary Draftsman, as I am at present. The Act makes no provision to authorise the Government
to appoint any clerk or to give any sum of money whatever for the purpose of making a return. Shortly
after’my appointment I applied to the then Government, pointing out that by the Act the duty was cast on
me of preparing returns and of submitting thorn to Parliament, I was answered that, as I was an officer
paid by fees, 1 would be expected to provide my own staff. I went on one or two occasions to see the
Principal Under Secretary, then Mr. Halloran, in order to show him that, with fees amounting to something
like <£26 a year, 1 could hardly be expected to find a man capable of dissecting the returns and preparing ^
a report for Parliament. This went on for two or three years, always with the same result; they would
not find me any assistant, or provide me with any money, with the exception of one small sum of £25, which
was provided not to prepare this return but to help me to put the records, of which I had then something
like two cartloads, into sometliing like form. From this large number of Societies there are a vast number
of documents, which fill two very large presses. These had to be re-registered, re-indexed, and put in
proper form, and for that I got the sum of £25.* This state of things continued and has continued up to the
present time j but when Mr. Scott was appointed I said we must make the attempt to obey the law in
this respect—I think it was in 1877—and we endeavoured to get the returns together and make up a report
from them to submit to Parliament. This was the first instance that we found out how negligent the
Societies had been in sending in their returns, and that to get them involved a large amount of corre
spondence. That correspondence continued until it was so late in 187 7 that we saw it was no use going
on for that year. The same result has followed year after year, and has continued until this year; and even
now we have not the means of making a report to Parliament as demanded by the Act. ^
_
IS. Thus it is impossible for you to comply with the law unless you have a clerical staff in connection with
the office 1 Perfectly impossible. In any other place where returns have to he forwarded they have a large
staff, notably in England, and also in Victoria, where the Government Statist, Mr. Hayter, has charge of
tho matter. They think nothing there of making a large expenditure for the purpose of getting these
returns in punctually; but here the Act first casts the duty of being ^Registrarupon some public officer it
must be a public officer—and then makes no provision for any staff or any assistance whatever. Even now
my clerk is not clerk for the Friendly Societies, but to me, as Parliamentary Draftsman.
19. Is it your opinion that this matter of Friendly Societies is of so mucli importance that there ought to be
a Department or a Branch Department in connection with yours, in order that you might be able to comply
with the law and have complete supervision over these Societies ? I think that a reasonable way of getting
over the difficulty might be to cast the duty on the Statistical Branch here—that is upon the Registrar
General. The work is done by the corresponding officer in Victoria ; tire Government Statist does it there,
and I think the statistical duties in reference to Friendly Societies might reasonably he done by the
Statistical Department, unless the interests of the Friendly Societies are considered to bo so important as to
justify a special Department. As to that I do not pretend to give any opinion.
.
20. The matter of Friendly Societies itself is important, taking into consideration the large amount of
money involved in the contributions of people concerned in them ; is it not so? Yes,
21. Do you think there is any great advantage in these returns being laid before Parliament? I apprehend
that is the usual way of giving publication to any document prepared in a public Department. The real
value of the returns is that statistics shall be accessible for actuarial purposes, for if the returns are reliable
there are great advantages to he obtained from their publication. If the material of these returns be
properly dissected it will give material for actuarial purposes that would be of value, but without proper
dissection the actuary would be very much at sea.
■
22. Then as I understand you, it would be necessary to have an actuary attached to the Department? I
think it must be that eventually, and therefore the sooner the better. The question of solvency is one that
must be very largely an actuarial question.
23. Do you liave frequent correspondence with these Societies over these yearly returns ? Oh ! a very large
amount. Not so very much this last year, but I must have given a matter of three or four hundred
opinions in writing on the construction of tlie Act. Once I used to devote the best part of Saturday, and
always the dinner-hour, to persons who came to me. Their difficulties arc nearly always in connection with
their own rules—the application of these rules to a given state of things. For example, a man tumbles over
board in the Clarence Fiver, and bis wife makes the usual demand for the funeral money. Well, on behalf
of the Society they raise the question that he did so while lie was drunk. They have certain evidence of the
man being in a state of drunkenness, and they come to me and say can wc resist this claim ? Then there is
another kind of claim, where money has to bo paid to the personal representatives of a deceased member.
They say—“ Our rules say we shall pay the money to the wife, next of kin, or administrator y whom shall
we pav it to?” Then another class of people are those who say they have a claim on the Society. They
come and say—"They will not pay me my sick pay, because they say I am mitinancial,” and then the question
comes, are they unfinancial under the rules of the Society.
_
_
_
24. Then there is no general uniformity ? No, except with the large Societies—they have their rules uni
form or nearly so ; hut even with them the Lodges are left very much to themselves, subject of course to
the general guidance of the rules of the Order. Each Order has a perfect right to frame its own rules,
though there is a general understanding that the rules so framed shall be approved by the proper officcr^of
the district.
25.
* Note (on reviffon) :—Tiiis was paid over to the person employed to do the work.
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25. Then I presume you could supply the Commission with all the important and aiecessary infonnation Mr. A.Oliver,
in the shape of a return, without rendering it necessary to bring all these documents before the Commission
and submit them to us ? I can supply the names of all the registered Societies.
Nov., 1881.
26. If you say you cannot do this thing without having some clerical assistance, it will he our duty to put
it into your power? I shall be able to supply that information in a day or half-a-day, but if you can give
me an idea of the nature of the returns wanted I could answer at once.
■

27. We should want the number of the respective Societies, a similar return to that required for Parlia
ment 1 Perhaps if I showed you a return that is being prepared now—or I have here the result of an
attempt made in 1878 to comply with the law. If it is a return for this year compiled like that, I could
not do it. It is an elaborate return, and I have not the material.
28. This shows the whole transactions for that year ? The only fault is that we cannot get from that, by
reason of the way the returns are made up, the management expenses properly set out; because a vast
number of the Societies have included medicine and doctors in them. In fact in one Society they have
lumped everything as management expenses. It is in the attempt to get them separated that we have
failed.
29. Then from the returns sent in to you you cannot compile a truthful return 1 Not one that would be of
any use.
■
30. Mr. Abigail] Not for the past year? They are getting better now, but I do not think I could do
it even now.
31. President] However, I think we shall deliberate about this matter of these returns, and will then ask
you to prepare such returns as we may require; and as you have stated that you have not got sufficient
clerical assistance, we shall then ask you to do what we think is necessary and supply you with the
assistance necessary to supply what we require. In that event could you get it done ? Yes, any
thing that the materials I have can do I will do. At present I cannot supply a return that will be a
proper return.
■
32. This I hold in my hand (the return for 1878), does it supply any information whatever ; could we
airive at any conclusion with regard to the solvency of the Societies ? Most undoubtedly, with respect to
some of them.
’
33. Have any of these Societies ever submitted their data to an actuary to see whether they are on a sound
basis or not ? I believe—but I have no knowledge further than that I have been told so—that the tables of
some of the Societies, of the large Orders, have been submitted to actuaries in England. I am not aware
that any of them have submitted them to actuarial calculation here.
3k Arc you aware that from the results of a Eoyal Commission in England it has been ascertained that
the rates they arc now taking aro not nearly sufficient to meet all demands upon them? I have read
parts of a voluminous Report issued from the Commission of 1871, and have noticed on two or three
occasions in the Report that they liave some serious misgivings as to the solvency of the greater portion of
the Societies in England. I mean Sir Stafford Northcote’s last Commission.
'
35. Mr. Abigail.'] In the matter of the fees you referred to, will you describe what tliese fees are? The
fees. Of course they are prescribed by the Act in the second Schedule :—For certificate of rules of a new
Society, one guinea; for certificate of new or amended rules, or change of name, 5s.; for an award, three
guineas.
36. Have the Societies ever made a complaint that these fees aro vexatious? There has been a complaint,
no doubt, of this kind, that where in a Society tho parent Society lias been registered, a claim has been
made that every Lodge shall ho considered as registered too. I have never heard any other objection; but
several persons have raised that point, and have sent letters to the Attorney General complaining that I do
not take a proper view of the matter.
37. Can you state the amount of fees you have received yearly since the Act was passed? I know
that the first year they were under £20, and that for several years they did not reach £40 ; but within the
last two or three years they have been steadily going up, until last year they reached £120.*’
38. You stated that some of the Societies had not sent in their returns—Does the Act not compel them to
do so? The Act purports to compel them; it makes their default penal, and makes me also the person to
take proceedings against them.
39. You liave never done so ? I have never done so.
40. Have you any plan to cure that evil? One reason why I have not taken proceedings is that most of
the defaulters are in the country, and on some occasions it would have cost more than £20 to go backwards
and forwards to lay an information against an illiterate man; and I did not think it was my duty to
do this.
41. Have you any plan to suggest to cure that evil ? It is a very difficult question. I have thought about
it, but I cannot say I have any tiling I can consider a real remedy, though something could be done to bring
about a better state of things than the present. I think that the returns of chief value will be found to
be those made by the large Orders; for example, the Manchester Unity, the Grand United, tho Sons of
Temperance, the Foresters, the Protestant Alliance, the Druids, and the Guilds, which represent much the '
largest numbers. I think that each of these Orders ought'to be compelled to appoint a sort of returning officer,
a public officer, upon whom the duty ought to he cast of making sworn returns to the department; that that
officer ought to be responsible for the correctness and accuracy of the returns from all the Lodges or Divisions,
under his charge, and that such a return should be deemed to be a sufficient return for the purposes of the
Act.
42. Is there any means by which you can got now a periodical valuation of the liabilities and assets ? Oh
no, it could not be done.
43. Have you a return partially prepared for 1878 ? I have a report that I made for my own purposes.
44. When moving for a Commission I made certain statements; I will thank you to see if they agree with
your return. I said—“ I find that the Oddfellows of the Manchester Unify set down the expenses at 18
percent.” Is that correct ? It is approximately so. I do not guarantee that they are absolutely so; and
there is one thing,—these aro made up from the returns of registered Societies only. •
45. Then I stated that tho Grand United Order of Oddfellows set theirs down at 47 per cent.
Is that
correct? That is wliat this makes it. There is a note against it:—“ This includes medical benefits.” In
the other ease it did not.
46.
# Non:

{on revision) :—Tho fees, howerer, for tho year ending December, 1881, amounted to only £70 19s. fid.
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Mr, A.Oliver, 46. The Independent Order of Oddfellows 67 per cent. Is that correct? It is correct, according to this.
47. The Sons of Temperance 29 per cent. ? That is correct.
25Nov., 1881. 48. Ecchabites 75 per cent. ? 75 per cent., yes.
_
49. Will you tell us what the Eechabites paid for sick pay and funeral benefits in that year? There was
one Lodge in that year—there are three now.
50. What was the number of members ? Forty-one.
51. Now the sick pay ? £2.
52. And funeral? £5 18s.
.
53. And other expenses ? £87 3s. 2d. put under management expenses.
_
54. You have no doubt that if annual returns could be rendered correctly, it would be of vast benefit in
enabling persons to see if the Societies were carrying on satisfactorily or otherwise ? I presume that is the
only way of ascertaining that fact.
_
_
...
55. Do you know that any of these Societies have expended large sums of money in vexatious litigation ?
I think all litigation is vexatious, but I cannot say that I know of any case in which a member has
endeavoured to obtain a claim that I should call vexatious or frivolous ; but I think the Societies have on
one or two occasions resisted claims on what I should consider quite inequitable grounds.
56. You said you had given three or four hundred opinions ; have you made any charge for them ? Not one
shilling.
^ _
57. Have you been the means of bringing about a settlement ? Yes, in many cases. They have come to
me as sole arbitrator.
...
58. Do von think if a law were framed enabling them to settle all disputes by arbitration,, that it would bo
desirable? I think that is the object of the law now, but the Judges do not take that view. I think the
fact that the law says that the rules must contain one for the settlement of disputes meant that these
disputes should all be settled out of Court. It has been so held in England, but not here; I mean by the
District Courts and Justices. If it were possible to obtain a sort of representative body from the Societies
generally as a body of permanent arbitrators, and to oust the jurisdiction of all Courts in cases where it is
an action between a- member and the Society, it would be beneficial, for I do not think either the Justices or
District Court Judges have time to go into the peculiar relations of Friendly Societies. They do not like
the jurisdiction themselves, and would be glad to get rid of it.
59. Have you any knowledge of Societies having failed to meet their obligations ? There are several
Societies that have been dissolved by mo, and I have no doubt that one of the reasons for dissolution has
been that they were unable to provide for tlieir liabilities : but the whole number of these Societies so
dissolved has not been a dozen.
60. Have you had under your notice the returns for last year ? Yes, a few.
_
61. My object in asking is to know if you can say if any of them have shown a surplus or a deficiency ? I
can only say that Mr. Scott in taking out the figures has on one or two occasions come to me with a set of
returns saying—“Hero is a Society whose expenditure exceeds its revenue/' He will be able to give
particulars.
. .
62. Would you recommend annual audits by Government officers as beneficial to these Societies—could they
be carried out? An audit would not be much use unless the officers knew how to value the liabilities and
assets. It must be an audit and valuation if it is to bo of any use.
_
63. Mr. Greville.] I presume you only speak authoritatively upon legal matters ; you do not wish your
evidence to be taken as that of an expert except upon legal matters ? ■ I do not consider mysel f an expert
in any way.
....
64. Then just now you only speak as one who takes an interest? I speak as one having been in the habit
of reading the reports, I am not an actuary.
_
65. Then if a Society submits its rules to you, are the tables bound to be appended ? The Act says, in the
7th section------------. I do not insist on a set of tables if the redes say plainly what the rates arc.
66. And if you saw they were glaringly wrong, not legally but actuarially, could you stop any registration ?
I have done so ; whether legally or not, I do not know ; they have never tried the question. ' I say—“ I do
not think your tables are sufficient, but if you raise the contributions to a certain amount I will certify
tliem,"
_
_
_
67. But do not you step beyond your province in doing this ? I think so ; but there is nothing to compel
me to register the rules.
.
68. Not if they are in accordance witli the law of the land? I do not know; 1 do not think I am
compelled.
,
.
69. But primarily it is your duty to see that the rules and regulations are legally framed ? My business is
first to see that the requirements of the 14th section are complied with. That section states in what subjects
the rules are to be made, and what they are to contain. I also conceive it to be my duty to see that I am
not registering a Trades Union or Society of a similar kind.
70. You first duty is to look to the legal question ? It is.
...
.
71. Do you consider it part of your duty to look to the financial aspect? I think if I registered a Society
which gave a guinea a week sick pay and £25 funeral donation, at a threepenny contribution, I should be
reprehensible,
72. Yes, but that is an extreme case ; but if it were a case in which the rates charged came very close ? I
think I am entitled, and indeed bound to exercise a reasonable discretion in the matter ; if they were within
a fraction of what I reasonably consider sufficient, I would not refuse to register because they did not come
exactly up to it.
73. But is it not as important that the actuarial aspect should be attended to as the legal aspect when a
Society is registered ? Oh yes, I certainly think so.
74. And you do not profess to be an actuary ? I do not.
75. And it is not often that an actuary and legal gentleman are found combined in one man? Very rarely,
'
I should say; at all events they are not combined in me.
_
76. Would it not be advisable then that simultaneously with your passing of the rules, all Societies should
have their tables submitted to an independent actuary 1 I know that is a very favourite view, and I should
be sorry to say anything against it; but if you say that the Government should associate with any given
office an actuary and that the Society shall not be charged an actuarial fee, but that the expense shall fall
1
on

'v^
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on the Government, and that if the actmiry refuses to give his certificate the Socioty shall not be registered, Mr. A. Oliver*,
it would be n very harsh rule in its application sometimes,
77. Need we mix up the question of who should pay—I want to arrive at a conclusion on the abstract ^Nov., 1881.
principle as to whether the tables ought not to be submitted as well as the legal question 1 Independent
of the question who is to pay tho actuary 1
78. Certainly ? My view is that any rules to be submitted for registration should come up to some settlad
point in relation to the contributions and insurance benefits—some point that could he settled by law. It is
not a difficult calculation to say that less than a certain rate of contribution should not be contained in the
rules of a Society. Having done that and settled that relation by law, I think this might he very fairly
left as an alternative to Societies :—If you come up to these figures you pass as a matter of course, but if
you do not you must have a safety-valve, in other words, you must have a levy system; that is, a provision
by means of which whenever your funds are reduced below a certain level you shall have a pro rata contri
bution all round, I think I would give that alternative to Societies in any future law.
79. Then you admit that it is the duty of the Government to see that the tables should be a matter of
consideration as well as the rules? Undoubtedly.
80. In speaking of thep-o rata contributions, is not that an uncertain and a dangerous method of relief?
More or less it is the system in vogue in this Colony. It seems to me to be open to one or two objec
tions, but I think there are advantages. ■ The objections of course are that after one or two levies you
make a man ii'ritablc, and that the system is apt to become a levy system pure and simple, the contributions
being reduced as low as possible.
81. And this would have the eftect of breaking up the Society ; that is, if the members withdraw on account
of there being so many levies ? Yes, members will withdraw or not according to their ages and the
consequent possibility of getting into another Society. A man would not withdraw because one or
two levies were made if he found he could not get into another Society, but if he were a young man he
■
would probably go into another Society.
82. The young would withdraw, thereby weakening the Society and breaking it up,'thus doing an injustice
to the older members, who could not get out ? Possibly : but 1 think the system is defensible on this ground,
that if it is possible to fix the contributions there should be a system side by side with that—a kind of
volunteer movement. Of course I am assuming that in all cases a fair contribution should be mada
83. In other words, you believe there may be a combination of the two systems ? I think so. The
difficulty might be got over if the Registrar was a man of discretion, so that he might have the power to
absolutely refuse confirmation of the rules. If he is a man of sense lie ought to know about what is a fair
scale.
84. I think you mentioned that there are many Societies which exist unregistered? Not many. With
regard to the Manchester Unity, I think some eight or ten, and there may be about the same in regard to
other Societies.
85. Have these sought registration and been refused ? No, not so far as I know. There may be some who
consider they are sufficiently registered when the parent Society is registered.
86. Can you speak positively as to the number of Societies which have been dissolved? lean speak
positively as to the number dissolved under the Act, and there is no other way of legally dissolving them. I can
only speak of registered Societies dissolved under the section, and there have not been a dozen of them.
87. And can you tell the causes of their dissolution ? Well, no, I can hardly tell.
.
88. Was it because tlieir funds were, not sufficient to meet their expenses—liave pecuniary difficulties
brought it about? No, I do not think it is pecuniary difficulties alone. In most cases it has been some
objection to their governing body, or jealousy, or something of that kind.
89. Then you aro not aware that the Societies here are upon an unhealthy basis, at least they have not
proved themselves so ? Officially, I certainly say no.
90. Mr. Davies.] I gather from your evidence that the present Act is defective in its operations ? In
reference to the returns, yes, I think it is.
91. And in many other respects? Yes, I think 1 may say it is defective in other respects.
92. Wliat have you to suggest in the shape of new legislation that would place these. Societies in a better
position ? That is such an important question that I should like to be permitted to make a statement in
writing. If you would ask me on any one point I should lie glad to give you my opinions.
93. In what portions of the present Act do you think the law is defective ? The first thing would be to
consider whether we could properly adapt the English Act, and whether it is an Act that would be
beneficial to the workings of these Societies. That would require an elaborate comparison with our present
Act. Thus there is a great deal in your question that I could not answer at once.
94. You state tliat you would liave no objection to prepare suggestions? I should be glad to prepare an
outline of wliat has occurred to me in my investigations.
95. I gather also that, although the present law provides for returns to he sent officially to you, a large
number of Societies have failed to comply with the law ? Yes, a very large number have failed to comply.
90. .Do you think it would.be necessary to clothe the Registrar with power to deal with them? He lias the
power now—ho can prosecute.
'
97. But could not some other power be given, such as the withdrawal of the certificate ? That would be
very harsh, as it would be making the whole Society responsible for the misdoings of an unlettered man.
The only suggestion I have is that the central bodies should be recognized, and that the larger bodies should
liave a responsible officer to send in their returns properly attested.
98. Tlien the returns so far as they go are of very little use, being imperfect? The major part of the
returns are of very little use.
99. Do I understand you to say that some of the Societies belonging to the older Orders have not been
registered? In the Manchester Unity returns for last year they put in one column—“Whether the
Societies are registered or not,” so that on looking down, I was able to see at once whether they were
registered or not, and I found that there were fjome seven or eight that were returned as “not registered.”
'
100. Tlien you have really no control over these unregistered Societies? None whatever over unregistered
Societies.
101. H.ow long liave you occupied the position of Registrar ? Eight years.
102. Wliat has been the total amount of fees received ? I do not know; it would be under £500, con
siderably under £500.
103.
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Mr. A,Oliver. 103. Who gets these fees? They are given hy the Act to the Registrar.
104. What amount of money do you think would be necessary to properly conduct the business of these
Societies? If there were to be a registrar, an actuary, a valuator, and a sufficient clerical staff, I do not
think it could be worked under about .£2,000 a year.*
■
_
10b. Then would it be better to make a provision of that kind, or to adopt the present course! I think
any practice by which the Registrar keeps his fees is a wrong one, as the fees might make it an object with
_
him to register the Societies. In England, now, there are no fees.
106. What are your duties as defined in the Act? Those I perform under the Act arc to register rules that
conform with the law, keep the records of all Societies under the operation of the Act-----107. The Registrar has more to see that the by-laws are in accordance with the Act ? Yes, and to send
returns to Parliament,
105. How frequently have returns been made ? Kever.
109. Then you have failed in the discharge of your duty 1 Yes, undoubtedly so.
_
110. You have made representations to the Head of the Department ? Oh, frequently,—six or seven times.
111. During the eight years you have been Registrar, how many Societies have been registered ? I cannot
say exactly.
112. I think I gathered from you that in Victoria Mr. Hay ter has charge of the Department? No, Mr.
G-reville; Mr. Hay ter is the Statist.
113. And that here it would be better to put the Societiesmidcr the charge of the Registrar General? Yesif the duties are not legal.
114. I gathered from what you said that it would bo better if the returns were made to the Registrar
General’s department? I think that the returns of the Lodges or Societies should be handed to the Govern
ment Statist for registration in proper form, as that Department does all the other statistical work of the
Colony.
:
115. In your opinion, is-the present Act sufficient protection to the individual members of the Societies, so
'far as the financial basis of the Societies is concerned ? No, it is not, because there is no person other than
their own arbitrators to whom any financial dispute can be referred : there is no impartial person as there
should be. Something should be done to permit a certain number of membera of each Society to procure a
special audit of the accounts.
116. Would it hot be better for some independent body or person, say the Registrar, to be appointed sole
arbitrator? I do not know that the Registrar could do it, unless this were his sole duty. In that case I
think it should be one of bis duties.
117. To act ns sole arbitrator ? Not in the matter of a claim ; but where a Society has showed that it is
badly conducted, and that it is in an insolvent condition, the Registrar General might for himself investigate
the accounts, or authorize their investigation by some person whom he can rely upon. In regard to claims
made by members of the Society, I. should recommend a body of permanent arbitrators to be elected by the
Society themselves—say three or five ; and let all claims on the funds, or claims for reinstatement by
members in arrears be brought within their cognizance.
118. Has any particular case come under your observation of the insolvent state of a Society in consequence
of the by-laws of the Society being on a wrong basis as far as advances are concerned 1 The only way in
which 1 get any light thrown upon the question is when a member comes with a claim and tells me that he
cannot get his money, and asks me what he is to do. I have no other knowledge.
119. You have no knowledge of a Society actually failing? No, unless when a Society dissolves I am
entitled to assume that it is left insolvent. In one ease a Society came tome and said that their young men
having gone away there were so many old men left that they must smash up shortly,
120. But would not that be caused by some internal disagreement ? It might happen, and very likely did
so in this case.
121. Then you do not know of any case in which the dissolution of a Society was caused by its insolvent
condition ? I do not know of any such case.
122. What is your opinion as to Societies in this Colony as compared witli those in England? As a matter
of opinion, I thould think the Societies here—I should think the old Societies that have lasted thirty years
■or so—must be taken to be sound, as they must have gone through a generation. With regard to some of
the new Societies that have been founded with a few members, and in the country, where they have to make
large contributions owing to the distance from a doctor, 1 think they may be insolvent; but taking the bulk
of the Societies, I should say they would compare not unfavourably with those elsewhere,
123. Do you think then that the Societies here do not undertake too much for the contributions they
receive? The payments themselves vary so very much that I should have to go through the whole of the
Orders, and then should not feel justified in speaking as to any given figures—they vary so much; each
Order has a different scale. I shall be able in a day or two to furnish you with a statement I have prepared
bringing out these facts particularly, and you will soc from that what an extraordinary range there is. It
can be accounted for by the fact that in some Societies after a time the benefits cease, while in others
they do not. Every Society seems to be based on a different foundation with regard to contributions and
’
benefits,
124. With reference to country branches, or Societies, or Lodges, I understood you to say that many of
.
, them had been reduced to almost a state of insolvency ? Say a Society of twenty or thirty members, it
•might bo so.
125. Have they in such a case any aid or assistance from the Societies in Sydney? That I do not know ;
hut I was speaking not of funeral matters, but with reference to doctors; however, a doctor often means
a funeral.
The Commission then adjourned until Friday, 28th November.

MONDAY,
* Note (o»

£2,000.

revision) ■.—On further consideration I tun of opinion that the sum required would bo

nearer £3,000 than
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Examination of Mr. Alexander Oliver, Registrar of Friendly Societies, resumed :—
126. Mr. llol/hworth.~\ I think provision is made in the present Act for certain returns to be sent in Mr. A. Oliver,
annually and quinquemiially ? Yes.
*
v
127. These returns are supposed to be in such a form as to supjdy materials for the statist? That of 28Nov., 1881,
course is the inference; hut the statute does not say so. If they arc not for that purpose I do not know
what they are for. I. should, perhaps, say for the actuary rather than the statist.
128. We will say, then, for the actuary? I presume that is the object.
129. You say you have received a large number of returns, some properly made out and sent in regularly,
others defective and obtained after much trouble ? Yes.
130. Yon have also a number of returns received at different times from Societies which you believe have
now ceased to exist 1 I do not remember saying that; I have never received returns.
131. Rut you have the returns in your office? No; we have sent forms and reminders to the Societies, and
having no replies we infer that they have ceased to exist. But these are all old Societies.
132. Oould you provide a return of all Lodges, Divisions, or Societies which have sent in returns, underlining
or making some distinguishing mark against those which have not been returned within the last two years,
assuming all such to be defunct ? That could be done if I had a fortnight’s time, and if I had assistance,
133. Some Societies have sent in returns, others have not. Do yon not think that those wluch have sent in
returns would for all statistical purposes present a fair average of the whole of the bodies ? That is a very ■
difficult question for me to answer, and 1. will tell you why. We have got some Societies in which the
majority of the members arc lumpers—by far the largest majority arc lumpers; there are others in which
the whole of the members are miners, coal and tin miners; and others in which the item “accident” will be
very much more common than in some of the Societies composed of an average number of persons following
different pursuits none of which perhaps are dangerous to life; so that you would not, from a scries of
returns representing wliat you might call average occupations in life, be. justified in drawing an inference
for Societies in which the occupations are more dangerous.
134. But if these Societies were some of those which sent in returns, could not a fair average be obtained
then? Yes, if they did, but these are just the Societies which do not, and it is they which are chiefly in
default. I should like to give some reference to my statement, that is to give an authority. If you have
over seen Dr. Farr’s tables of mortality you will see that they are arranged in .the order of occupations
according to the percentage of deaths.
There are something like forty or fifty different kinds of
occupations, and the averages aro strikingly different That is of course an authority on the subject. It
hits been found necessary to construct tables for different occupations ; and I deduce from tbat, that in any
sort of calculation or valuation to he made it would be necessary to follow these tables.
135. Then you do not consider that from the returns which have been sent in you could form an average ?
I think some kind of average might be arrived at, but it would be unsafe with regard to some classes.
136. The present Act provides a penalty in cases where Lodges send in no returns, but owing to a defect in
the construction the Act is a dead letter; is it not so ? A great many do not send in returns at all, but
there is no doubt about, a penalty therefor having been incurred. But these are not the ones that we find
most fault with ; the worst cases are those wliich send in returns which, are unintelligible. If I were to
prosecute these Secretaries the case would be dismissed, because it would be held that they had complied
with the Act by sending in returns.
137. The officer, if I remember the Act, who neglects the duty is individ rally liable, is he not ? The 45th
section says that “ the trustees of every such Society established under this Act * * or the officer
thereof appointed to prepare returns” shall forward them, so it is either the trustees or such officer who is
liable.
138. And proceedings to recover the penalty have to be taken in the Police Court of the district in which
the Society exists ? Under the 78th section “ all penalties and fines imposed by this Act or by the rules of
any Society registered or brought under the operation of this Act and all offences committed under such
Act or rules shall and may be recovered and prosecuted (where no other provision for the recoveiy or
prosecution thereof is in that behalf provided) in a summary way at the suit of the Registrar in the case of
offences liable to penalties under this Act and at the suit of the Society or the Secretary thereof in the case
of penalties imposed by the rules of such Society, by and before any two J ustices of the Peace in manner
provided by the Act or Acts in force forthe time being regulating summary proceedings before Justices,” so
that of course the Registrar would have to prosecute before the Court of Petty Sessions in the district.
139. And a conviction would be doubtful, and the expense very considerable? A conviction would be very
doubtful, and the expense incurred would be more than the amount of the penalties.
140. I think you have laboured hard for some years to obtain' these returns, and that you have much
simplified the old form ? We have done the best we could.
141. The result is that the returns now sent in are greater in number and more correct in detail than
before you commenced your labours 1 During the past two or three years there has been a. marked difference.
For 1879, out of about 450 Societies, 244 furnished returns; we consider that pretty good. But I am sorry
to say that for 1880, last year, only 204 Societies have complied with the Act, out of a total number which
must be approaching 500. I have here a calculation made by my clerk, who has gone through the records
in order to compare the returns for 1879 with those for 1880, and I find tbat 244 made returns for 1879,
and only 204 for 1880, so that there has been a falling off of something like forty Societies in the year;
but comparing that with the first few years the Act was in operation it shows a largo increase.
142.

t
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Mr. A. OliTer. 142. 1 think you suggested that the Heads of the various Societies, say the Presidents and Secretaries
of the supreme bodies, should be made responsible for the annual returns 1 I meant to suggest that some
28 Nor., 1881. 0fficer should be appointed by each body in some way, whose special duty it should be to see to the returns
and to send them in collectively to the office of the liegistrar, and that he should he responsible for their
correctness, ifor instance, in the Sons of Temperance, in which I believe you are interested, there are some
ninety Divisions; now instead of having ninety separate returns I should propose that the same course now
pursued by the Manchester Unity should be taken, and that we should have the returns sent in all together.
143, Are you aware that such Lodges have now to make returns to the superior bodies, and that from these
statistical returns are prepared by such superior bodies 1 I believe it is so.
.
'
144. There is a return sheet from a Grand Lodge—would not a return of this character, attested hy the
Heads of Societies, save a vast amount of trouble 1 If a form was settled, that is what should be done. I
do not say this is all that should be done, but if the form were settled, this, attested as Bank returns are
attested, would do.
■
,
145. Do you think that by the adoption of such a course the difficulty in connection with returns would be
■
overcome 1 Yes, provided that the officer had sufficient control over the Societies, that is to say, sufficient
power to compel what I am unable to compel now.
.
146. Of course tbat must be provided for. When you accepted office there was, I understand, nothing like
order in connection with papers belonging to 1’riendly Societies, There was merely a certain number of
bundles? Tills was the case, and it took me eighteen months to get them in any kind of order.
14-7. At present they have been reduced to order, and any paper can now be readily found ? That is so.
Mr. Scott has been very clover and active in arranging the papers, and has got them now so that any
question arising out of them can be answered in five minutes.
148. The fees you have received for all this work have not averaged ^70 per annum? Ho, they have not
averaged £70. They were only £25 one year, and last year they reached £120.
■
149. I understood you to say that you thought a person should be appointed as Registrar if the interests of
the Friendly Societies arp of sufficient importance ? Yes,
150. By a memo, here of your own I find that the number of members registered in 187S was 20,000?
Yes, tbat is very nearly correct.
151. You stated also that probably two-thirds are registered, the other third not being registered ? I do
not remember saying that) if I said that, it was by inadvertence.
152. That there were two-thirds who had sent in returns, while the other third had not? No, I do not
think so,
153. Well, that would bring the number of members of the Societies up to 40,000? Oh ! I see what you
mean. That depends on what you call Friendly Societies. Do you call the Good Templars a Friendly
Society ?
■
154. No, because they number nearly as many themselves ? Well, the number of members of registered
Friendly Societies will not be much over 30,000.*
'
155. Then wc will put it down at 30,000; that number of members—By the way I think that for each head
of a family the statistics give four individuals ? At least that.
156. That would be 120,000 souls affected? Yes.
.
157. And I think that these 120,000 people pay nearly a quarter of a million towards the revenue of the
country in the shape of taxes ? I am not prepared to say what is the present rate of taxation per head,
but I do not think you -arc wrong. I think the taxation per head is in round numbers about £3.
1
158. Do you, from your experience, consider under these circumstances that the interests involved are
such to justify the appointment of a properly paid officer to guard the interests of these Societies ? Yes.
159. I have before me a memo, wliich I presume was used by Mr. Abigail when in his place in the Logislative Assembly he asked for a Select Committee. By this memo, the management expenses of the various
Societies vary from 18 to 75 per cent, of the total income. Are you aware that this can be very easily
explained ? I believe that with the qualification mentioned in the memo, that statement might be-----160. You cannot say how much is pure administration of funds? All we know is that in some cases almost
the whole of the expenditure of the Societies is included.
161. With the exception of the Manchester Unity Oddfellows, medical benefits are more or less included in
working expenses, I see by your memo. ? Yes.
162. I think that so glaring was this fact that in 1879 you prepared and submitted to the Heads of the
various Societies an amended return ? I did my best to separate the items.
163. Mr. Abigail.] Did I understand you that the fact was so glaring------ ? I found that the management
expenses were so mixed up that I prepared amended forms of returns. I think these were distributed for
1879 and 1880 : they ought to have been. If the President wishes I can bring copies,
164. Mr. Holdsworth.] You have suggested the desimbility of actuarial supervision of tbc tables of rates of
the various Lodges or Orders') I think I said that in my opinion an actuary should be associated with the
Department, for the purpose of controlling their tables and for valuations ; but I said also tbat I did not
think the tables of voluntary contributions to a Society should be wholly under the control of an actuary. I
tried to indicate that I thought an alternative might be provided—in reply to some question, asked me by
Mr. Grevillc 1 think. I will tell you why I think so. If the State fixes a hard and fast set of tables,
infereiitially the State says—“Wc guarantee these tables, and guarantee that no Society tbat uses these
tables will ever become insolvent.” Now if the State does that it should guarantee the solvency of the
Societies, and this it would be very difficult for the State to do. There is my difficulty. I do not think
that the State is prepared to say—“Wo guarantee the solvency of these Societies in the same way as we
guarantee titles to land”; but if the State says to the Societies “ You must take our contribution tables,” that
result appears to me to follow. But I recommended that an actuary should be appointed for other purposes
as well as for that. There will he matters quite as important as the contribution tables to come under his
notice. .
. 165. Is it not a fact that before actuaries can test or frame tables they must have proper data to go upon ?
Certainly.
166. Are you aware of any data having been prepared in New South Wales outside of the Friendly
Societies themselves? Outside of the Friendly Societies—No. I think the mortality tables are quite
sufficient for all purposes.
'
167.

:
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167. About sickness 1 No, I do not think there are such,
Mr. A. Oliver.
168. Your return now before me shows that the sick and death rate varies very much in the different
Societies, the sickness being from one-third of a day up to 0 t*; Vdays, and the deaths from 1'33 to 19'04? 28 Nov., 1881,
Yes, it does.
'
,169. ^
,lle,no- supplied represents only one year, and the rasults might be quite different in the next;—is
it not so 1 These do not pretend to he averages. It might be as you say.
170. It would take some years then to arrange data, and consequently I imagine actuaries would be
powerless at^present ? Yos, unless they could adopt the English mortality tables or tliose constructed in
Victoria. They have done some of this work in Victoria, but only to a limited extent. They are trying to
do it now, and they will get some fair tables, but it is a work that requires time; I should think it would
require two generations.
171. You are aware that the large Societies have statistical returns made out annually for their own
guidance 1 I believe so.
173. Do you not think that the experience of existing Societies is the best guide that can he taken for tables
of mortality and sickness? If their returns are perfectly accurate, and range over a sufficient period, under
proper conditions they would be valuable.
Ii3. What do you mean by proper conditions? I mean if they are extensive enough, are accurate, embrace
the whole of the Lodges under the control of the Society, and are handled by a man who knows his business.
174. Is it not a fact that the large bodies steadily have increased their capital year by year ? I should
hardly like to answer that question simply by yes or no, because I believe some have and some have not,
but I have not any table by me by which I can compare them,
'
1/5. Have we not the same experience from England, America, and the sister Colonies ; that is, that the,
large Societies have yearly increased their capital'? That I believe to be the fact—that the large Societies
have increased.their capital: it is notably so in Victoria, and I1 believe it is true also in New Zealand, It
is so in England. With regard to America I have no information.
• ------------------^leu
(|°Wl.v
-vouV thiDk that any one can justly assert that our Friendly Societies are in an unsound condition?
That .....
depends
upon wliat
...................
. is meant11by an unsound1 condition.
” " m.
177. I mean, that they are not solvent?
sol vein
I am not DgoinaO to say that they are unsound, if by unsound you
mean insolvent.
178. I will put it that way : Do you think any one can justly say that our Friendly Societies are in an
insolvent state? I do not believe they are; if your question is whether a large number are unsound, I have
no hesitation in answering no.
179. _ You have stated that.certain Lodges have wound up according to law. Have not the large Societies a
piovisiou to protect financial and loyal members where a branch winds up ? I think they "enerally have
such a provision in thqir rules.
.
°
"
ISO. Do you know of any cases where Lodges have dissolved because they had too much money, and they
wished to divide the profits ? I think there have been one or two such cases, but the exact i-eason has not
been stated to me; I have only found it out afterwards, when the amount available for division on dissolu
tion showed at all events that they did not dissolve on account of want of funds.
I SI. Are you aware that large sums of money have been wasted in law costs, and tiie Societies’ funds reduced
thereby ? Yes, I believe that considerable amounts have been spent in unprofitable litigation.
182. Would not this have been prevented if the wording of the present Act had been more clear ? Woidd
you refer me to what part of the Act you mean—is it “ settlement of disputes ? "
183. Yes? The 14th clause is not clear.
184. You arc not aware that all superior bodies arc formed by representatives elected from the subordinate
bodies ? Lcs.
■
185. Lou are also aware that the members of subordinate bodies have power to appeal to the superior
bodies? Yes.
1
^s0
Provjsiou i3 made in the Act for matters to be referred to arbitration? That is correct.
187. Do you not think that such appeals should be final, and that members should be deprived of the power
to waste the funds of a Lodge, so as to prevent such Lodge fulfilling the objects for which it was called into
existence? JMy answer, to. that will make itappear that I have very little of the instinct of a lawyer about me.
I do think that the jurisdiction of the Courts ought to be ousted ; but that is' upon the assumption that you
can provide a trustworthy body of permanent arbitrators.

prescribe what the contributions should be; and if tbat cannot be done, I think the safety-valve is in a
system of levy when the funds get below a certain sum,
189. Are you aware that several Lodges or Divisions have laws to that effect? Yes, I believe a great
many.
“ .
190. Mr. liubia.] Are you acquainted with tlic present practice in England, or have you any tables in
reference to actuarial calculations instituted by the Government? I have all the reports sent to me by Mr.
Ludlow, the Chief liegistrar, and I have I think received the tables : but there is one thing I cannot find,
and that is. that up to the present time any set of tables has been prescribed by regulations to govern the
English Societies or any of them.
191. But you arc aware that there have been very elaborate calculations made to regulate the various trades,
and that ■Pt'nm
hltan* ivir\cvi\
o vr..
*r
• i»
'
from ‘them
most of +Jwi
the tables lsn-.n
have 1^^*been ____
compiled
? Yes
; I am, however, inclined to think they
rely more on valuation than upon contribution rates,
192. But I suppose you aro aware tbat nearly all the great Societies have adopted the Government tables
more or less ? Well, I do not know wliat the Government tables aro ; I have never seen them, and I can
not gather that there are any, I do not see that there aro any tables yet prescribed, and I have looked very
carefully for my own use and information.
193. But you have seen Tidd Pratt’s and Neison’s tables? Oh yes.
194. With regard to the liegistrar here, it would be no part of his duty to see whether the tables were sound
or not? He could not do so.
19.5. And tierefore it would be necessary to have an actuary in any new system adopted here? I
think so.
■'
jgg
486—B
t
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Mr. A. Oliver. 196, jlfr. N'ewland.'] Axe there any Societies registered that have a graduated scale of payments ? Well, I
have never seen one—at least I have no recollection of it at present. I have always thought it would he a
28Nov., 1881, very
^hing to do it.
197. Then to your knowledge there is no Society registered that has a graduated scale of payments? Well,
' I do not recollect it.
_
198. Yon said here that in your opinion young members withdrawing from a Society would have a tendency
to break it up : would that be the case if there were a graduated scale of fees? Well, they would be very
lightly handicapped. From twenty-one to twenty-five these men would he paying perhaps half what those
‘
of forty-live would be paying, and therefore the disposition to withdraw would not be nearly so strong,
although where the scales are uniform it has that effect. As it is now, the younger men say, very naturally,
“we have to pay for ten or fifteen years for nothing," and they think they aro merely paying for the
older men.
_
199. Would you recommend a system of graduated payments ? I think this matter of contributions should
not cease to be voluntary, and that it would be a pity to prescribe any hard, and fast scale and say that it
must be adhered to. It should be left to the Societies themselves, because they might prefer a large- uniform
rate owing to there being hut a few members, and they might not care to have the trouble of constantly
altering their cards. The graduation system would do very well with a large Society; but with a small
Society there would be a great deal of trouble in altering the rates.
■
200. My idea of the graduated scale was, that a young man joining at (say) twenty should pay a rate that
should carry him through life ? Then you would not alter the rate as he got up in years ?
201. Ho ? Oh, well, that is another thing entirely. My idea was tbat he paid a certain fixed sum between
certain fixed intervals of life. Tou appear to mean that be commences from a certain period (say twenty
years of age), and goes on through life at the same scale.,
202. Precisely. You do not think that trouble would be given to tho Societies by such a course as that?
Not by that principle; that would introduce no further complications.
203. You stated that the English Societies were based upon periodical valuations. Who makes these
■valuations ; are the persons doing so appointed by the Societies or by the Government ? I think they are
Public Auditors; they are called in the English Act Public Auditors, so that I presume they have some
system of appointment of these Public Auditors ; but I am not prepared to say that they have not also an
audit by persons named on behalf of the Societies who may not be public officers at all. I know that on the
returns coming to tho Registrar ho can order a valuation either by public valuators or by any person that
he choses to appoint. No doubt that in many cases he would select any person who was competent who
might be nominated by the Society.
.
.
204. Then you think the Societies have.the option of nominating the valuators themselves ? I think it is
very likely ; but I am taking the position of a set of persons flunking themselves aggrieved. They go to
the Registrar, and he has the option of appointing a valuator. I dare say that tho Societies have a system
of valuation in addition to tliis.
205. I see hy these average returns that there is a large number of the Societies bracketed together. Were
these brackets in the original ? I think they wore merely marked in a few days ago by Mr. Scott for my
information.
.
206. Were the same returns furnished to the Manchester Unity as to the other Societies? That I cannot
answer. I directed that the same should be sent. But these returns are for 1878 ; the new forms had not
been prepared then.
.
_
207. Then are the returns from the Manchester Unity incorrect ? I do not see that that is an inference.
208. Then all the returns should be the same? I could not explain this without showing the two forms of
returns, I will bring them on the next occasion, and you will see this, that there was no excuse for including
everything under the head of “management expenses.:l The old form was quite enough guide for any
intelligent person to have excluded medical benefits and a vai-iety of these items included in “management
expenses,” but to make it still more express and clear I altered the form.
209. Will you read the return in your hand ? This is a memorandum intended to show the number of
Lodges within each Order ; the number which sent in returns for 1879 and 1880 ; and showing in another
column those which appiear to be in default. It is as follows :—

Name Of Order.

A.H.C. Guild ...........................................................................

Number
of
Lodges-

8G
78
12 '
27
23
30
38
1G
19
11
3
22

Kctums furnished.

Default.

1879.

1SSD.

1879.

1880.

74
41
8
18
20
11
32
11
10
6
3
10

72
10

. 12
37
4,
9
3
19
6
5
9
6

14
68
12
G
1
1G
5
16
14
3

12

6

21
22
14
33’
5
8
3
16

It is only approximate of course, but it will be seen tbat 204 ont of 365 only made returns last year, so that
I could not furnish wliat has been asked for.
210. Jlfr. Abigail^ When I quoted from this paper in Parliament, do I understand that this bracket was
not on it ? No, it was not on : it ■was put on his own account by Mr. Scott a few days ago.
211. What is the bracket ? In a bracket embracing all the Societies but the Manchester Unity are these
words,—“These include medical benefits in management expenses.”
212.

J . rvw

TT^- '.

.‘‘ig

^ "*
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212, Mr. SmM.] In this return what do you understand by “miscellaneous”? “Miscellaneous” are Mr-A. Oliver.
Societies that have no Lodges or Divisions as a rule ; such as the Marine Benefit. The Labourers Society -—^----- is another; the Wesleyan Benefit is another. Simply one Lodge with no other Lodges.
28Nov., 1881.
The Commission then adjourned until Friday, 2 December,

FRIDAY, 2 DECEMBER, 1881.

33rcjaeiti:—

JAMES SQUIRE EARNELL,

Esq.,

M.P.,

President.

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
EDWABD GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. R, HOLDSWORTN, Esq.
Examination of Mr. Alexander Oliver, Registrar of Friendly Societies, resumed :—
213. Mr. Slade.] Regarding the returns; do all registered Societies send in returns on the forms furnished Mr, A.Oliver,
hy your office ? No, they do not.
,
214. Have any Societies or members objected to the way in wliich these forms are arranged? I am 2 Dec., 1881,
informed by Mr. Scott (who sees, as a rule, the people) that sometimes they have made a little trouble; they
have wished to send in their returns in a form that suits themselves. They sometimes say they do not
understand the office forms ; and some of them, when their own returns have been sent back to them covered
by a copy of the return we want, have not done anything; they have simply let the thing slide, and have
not sent in any returns at all.
215. I mean have they objected to the sick and doctor and medicine expenses classed amongst those of
management ? No; the grounds have been there that.they cannot in many cases—and will not in others__
dissect their income and expenditure so as to put it in this form,
216. Do not the forms sent round place doctors and management amongst the management expenses? It is
there in the old form in these words “Expended on behalf of management expenses, including medicines and
medical attendance”; so apparently it would appear there prior to 1878.
217. But Are such forms now altered? Yes, they are altered now. The arrangement in the new form is
such that so far as we can manage it we get tho items under the proper heads ; such as “paid for medicines,”
“paid for medical attendance.”
218. Of course that applies to the forms in use now, and not tliose for which these returns which are laid
upon the Table were sent in? No, they have only been in force for two years and a half.
219. Has any one from your office informed the Societies that the quinquennial returns are not required ?
I directed that as I could,not get tho annual returns it was nonsense to try to get tho quinquennial returns,
as they are much more complicated.
.
*
,
220. Have any of the Societies sent in returns to your office on forms of their own arranging? Oh yes.
221. Could you tell us wlmt Societies have done so ? Certainly. For some time the Protestant Alliance
used to use their own forms, and for some time I. think the Grand United used their own forms, and other
Societies that I do not know—that I could exactly mention; but I know that I frequently had them brought
in to me.. Wo have had all sorts of forms; sometimes the returns were on Victorian forms, and on one or
two occasions we have had returns on Launceston forms.
222. President.] Perhaps when your evidence is sent to you, you would be able to put accurately the
number? No, I could not do that I have already been trying to get several items of information that I
know would be asked for,_ but I found that it was impossible to do it; that is to say, I could not do it
unless my clerk had nothing else to do. Tliis work I.have brought you now has been done by him in his
extra time; and it is no use putting a stranger to the work, for he would not know what to do.
223. Do you know what caused tho Manchester Unity to appear on that list with the medical expenses
subtracted from the management expenses? 1 presume it was because in the pamphlet returns sent in tliis
must have been so shown. But it must be understood that this was never an official document; I asked my
clerk to rough out from the returns sent him these figures, so as to see if lie could not get some percentages;
and this was the result I must assume that the Manchester Unity returns were sent in in the usual way.
224. Would not the subtraction of the cost of doctor and chemist from the management expenses—say 40 to
4.) per cent, place the real management expenses of some of the Societies very far below those of tho
Manchester Unity ? The whole gist of this question depends upon the data; and if you apply that principle,
it would reduce the real management expenses of some of the Societies to 3 per cent. I have got one here
which is 29 per cent., with these other expenses included.—I mean the Sons of Temperance; if there was a
reduction made there of from 40 to 50 per cent, it would leave nothing to charge to management expenses.
You could not carry that principle out, because the percentage for their other expenses must bo a very
varying amount. On the other hand, I have the Rechahites with their expenses returned at 75 per cent.,
and here it is very possible that 45 per cent, would represent these expenses for medicine and medical
attendance very fairly,
225. Therefore any statement made from that return without explanation would be extremely injurious to.
some of the Societies and favourable to others? Well, I suppose it would be so.
*
226. I mean if put before the public as a bona fide Government statement ? Yes, these figures as put here
would prejudice many of the Societies in favour of others, and it would bo ..unfair to these Societies unless an
explanation were given.
22/. Do you know if the Bathurst district of the Manchester Unity sent in a separate return—say for 1880,
or the first half of 1881 ? No, they did not do it.
•
228. Then, if that district printed a report representing the cost of management up to 60 or 63 per cent.,
you would have no knowledge of that ? The only knowledge I should have would be, by finding it in the
collective returns.
..............
229.
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Mr. A. Oliver. 229. But if they when massed showed a less sum, that would give no proof how the parts of the Society
r—were jnanaged • tho gross return being prepared in Sydney without regard to the actual expenditure on the
2 Dec., 1881. spot would not lie a reliable one to put forward as a true statement of their management; is not that so^
The Lodges within each district are returned on tabulated formSj wliich I presume give all the information
ashed forl
230. I wish to ask you whether, not having district returns from a body which sent in a gross return, you
have any means of knowing if any part of that body cost more for management than the rest? One would
have to rely on the trustworthiness of the return.
.
231. Have you any means of knowing the cost of management of this particular Society except the gross
returns prepared by the head office ? Oh, certainly not.
.
± nr n- u
it
232. Passing again to the original paper you showed us, you stated I think, in answer to Air. Holdswonn or
Mr. N'ewland, that the marginal note was not made when Mr. Abigail saw it, before using the figures m
,

.
■

Parliament? Certainly not.
.
233. Do you always examine rules wliich are sent to you for certification ? I always examine rules that are
new rules, by which I mean the rules of a new Society ; I read these through myself; I read through, too, the
rules of every other Society so far as concerns tho matters that the law requires these rules to state. Hie
law requires that every set of rules shall provide for certain stated things ; and the first tiling I do is to see
that these provisions are conformed to ; then I have a look at the tables. Sometimes, of course, these rules
follow one another—are counterparts of one another ; that makes my trouble less; for instance, if the
Manchester Unity or Protestant Alliance Societies’ rules are submitted for registration, I should get them
in the old forms, which I have read through over and over again. I do not read through these, but see always
that the provisions of the Act are provided for.
,
...
234. Then if it is stated that you certify rules on the faith of the names attached to them it is not true.
Oh no, it is certainly not true.
........................
„ . c< . .
235. Has it come to vour knowledge that any one has publicly stated that mne-tenths ot the Societies under
you"are insolvent ? Nine-tenths ! I do not think that it has come to my knowledge that it has been publicly
stated but I have heard that it has been stated that a good many of the Societies arc insolvent.
236. Have you seen the report of a deputation to the Colonial Secretary containing that statement ? No, I
237^ What is your opinion of such a statement if it has been made 1
238.' How many Societies have dissolved from your office ?

Why, that there is no solid foundation

Tho best way I can answer that is to give you

this return, which I have had prepared, and in which I have got the names of them all. During the time I
have held office there have been ten. The following is the return
r r., rFountain of Friendship Division, 81. tiom of Temperance.—TSo reason given. Balance of £ibi
1.
Is. 3d, in hand, giving a dividend of £-2 7s. after all claims had been settled. Dissohcd 10
December, 1874.

_

'

,

Funds equally divided after all
_
June, 1877.
Australian Order of Oddfellows, Iron Duke Zoftye.—Amalgamated with Druids,

Sydney Labouring Men's Benefit Association.—No reason given.
claims were settled. . Dissolved 24 August, 1876.

Existent.

■

'

Hebrew Mutual Benefit Society.—No reason given. Dissolution registered 11 October, IS f /.
Grafton Few German Sick 6'M.—Amalgamated with Clarence Kiver German Club, 6th May,

1878
*
6. Hope ofMamdan, 96. Sons o/n?Jiperance.—Amalgamated with Southern Cross Lodge, I.O.O.F.,
M.U., 16 July, 1879.
7. Sanctuary Robin Hood,
November, 1879.

^, no
Dissolved 2S
, r-.
i
i
hi?
8. Australian Total Absiimnce Benefit Society.—AmdgSLmiited with Grand United Order ot tree
Gardeners, 12 July, 1880.
Amalgamated with
9. Arr/yle Lodge, 61. United Ancient Order of Druids.—Expelled the Order.
Grand United Order of Oddfellows, 31 August, 1881.
T , .
,
__. , .
10. St. Bedds Branch Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society.—Jcmbaicumbene. Dissolved

2,223.

, ,

Ancient Order of Shepherds.—AW claims settled.

12/3/76.
239. Have vou stated wliat have been the causes of dissolution? I have; I said that so far as I could
remember the cause of dissolution has really been insolvency; that insolvency 1ms been admitted by the
Societies seeking to dissolve.
240. The usual plans of distribution and settlement are always carried outl ies.
_
_
_
241. Have any cases of repudiation of claims come under your notice ; tbat is, have those in the minority
made any application how to recover their share of the proceeds ? No, I do not remember any such case.
242. Do you know of any Societies which have dissolved with plenty of funds? Well, in uiy time there
has been a division in wliich there was a good round sum divided after making good all claims, as far as J
can remember, £170 or £180. There are papers in the office relating to a Society which dissolved with a
still larger amount, but it was not in my time, so that I cannot speak of it. It was said to have had some
four or five hundred pounds to divide.
243. Do you not think that the late recovery hy law of large contributions up to £9 is opposed to the
Bpiiit of the law ? Recovery at the suit of an officer of the Society against a defaulting member.^ _ Vi ell,
I think where there is provision for his expulsion, and the rules contain at the same time a provision for
arbitration, that it is distinctly against the spirit of the Act_; and I do not think it in lawful cither. As
the rules of the Society require to have a provision for arbitration, and have_nearly _always contained a
provision for expulsion when a member becomes unfinancial for a certain time litigation is simply impossible,
or ou'dit to be so. I quite understand the question, which is, do not I think the late recovery of such
amounts as £9'for arrears of contributions is opposed to the spirit of the Act. It is a question I cannot say
yes or no to because a good deal will dep'end upon the Societies’ rules, some Societies having in their rules
a provision to enable them to sue before Justices. On the other hand, ninety-nine pm; cent, of the Societies
I have registered have not such a provision ; nevertheless they have succeeded in suits against then- mem
bers who are in default I should hero like to make a reference to what has been said in England on the
subject. [Vide Appiendix.] That decision is only about four or five years old,
244.

315
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

13

244. Do you not consider that if any arrears of contributions are to be recoverable by law, they should be Mr. A. Oliver.
limited to a corresponding time or amount to tbat for which a Society is required by its rules to replace a
2 Dec., 1881.
member on the books 1 T do not know what that time would be.
245. Say that a member is fourteen weeks in. arrears, he is then suspended until he pays, but his name is
kept on the books for fifty-two weeks, at the end of wliich time it is struck out. Do you not think that
the right of a Society to recover contributions should be limited to the time for which he has a claim to be
replaced on the books, as that would amount to -£2 12s.—taking the average contributions at a shilling a
week—while the fines would bring it up to (say) <£3. In other words, I mean that lie should not be
responsible for more contributions than would cover the period at the end of which he is liable to expulsion ?
Well, to be consistent with the opinion I formerly expressed, I do not think there should be any such thing
as enforced payment.
'
246. Do not you consider it unjust to sue for the recovery of dues accrued after membership has ceased by
effluxion of time 1 In that case I think expulsion is the remedy, and not a suit. I cannot see that a
member should be liable both to expulsion and to be mulcted.
247. You are quite aware then that the recovery of such a sum as £9 must represent dues that cover a
period of some three years ? Yes, unless the fines were very large.
248. Would you recommend special levies both in districts and branches as a safety-valve or means of pro
tection against running out of funds 1 I think that I did express that opinion with regard to this matter, but
I afterwards said that I should be glad of the opportunity of putting wliat I think on the subject into
writing.
249. Do you consider that such a fund would be a valuable addition to a Society's security ? I do, because
I think a levy proceeds on a system of continuing liability which is valuable.
250. Regarding new Societies applying to you to be registered, or new Societies opening, are you of opinion
that they should admit members before they are opened, under some certified rules and mode of payment ?
By new Societies you mean new branches only.
251. Yes 1 That is what I try to carry out.
.
2-52. Would you make the evasion of this punishable ? The Societies ought not to be able to evade it—
they ought not to be registered.
'
253. You know that new branches sometimes offer certain inducements to members to join ; do you think if
these are above what have otlierwise been certified they should be punishable? A Society of that kind
ought not to be in existence.
254. But this is prior to registration ? Then it is already penal for them to take any money until they are
registered. The sixth clause of the present Act says :—“ Every person being a member of the committee of
management of any Society hereafter to be formed for any purpose within the meaning of this Act who
shall take any money in consideration of the allotment of shares or any interest in such Society until tho
same shall be registered under this Act shall incur a penalty for every such offence not exceeding twenty
pounds.”
255. Does that apply to tho third part of the Act? Oh yes, that is a general clause,
25G. President.} Does that apply to Benefit Societies receiving contributions ? It must apply to them, and
I will point out why. It is in Part II of the Act which relates exclusively to Benefit Societies and not to
Building Societies or Co-operative Societies; and it is copied almost word for word from the Imperial
Statute, where it was expressly intended to prevent any person from collecting money before registration ;
the tiling prohibited is to take any money consideration.
257. As a Society can only be registered by the fact of its having an existence, and proper persons to compile
rules for its management, how could they be registered before they receive money ? They can appoint their
officers and constitute themselves a Society, but they cannot take money in consideration of any interest in
the Society.
258. Then I am to understand that they cannot proceed to give benefits until they are registered? They
cannot take money in consideration of them; they cannot take a weekly contribution to ensure the
prescribed benefits.
259. Does that apply to entrance fees as well ? I should not think it does, because the entrance fee is
nothing more than a preliminary, and was never meant to be a tiling on which the Society was to be
established.
.
260. Having stated the difficulty of getting returns in on account of the illiteracy of the secretaries, would
you advise that any new Act should provide that a. statist should be employed to collect these returns ?
What I previously said was that in Victoria the statistical part of the work was administered by tire
Government Statist, Mr. Hayter, but he is only an officer for the purpose of forming and preparing the
various returns, distributing them, collecting the information under them, doing the correspondence, and
preparing the whole in the form of one return for Parliament. T do not gather that the Government
Statist of Victoria has anything to do with the valuation—1 fancy that it is under the Registrar j and what I
intended to say was that a similar course might be pursued here, at ail events this far, that the returns
might be placed as one of the functions of the Registrar-General, the legal matters remaining with the
Registrar of Friendly Societies, unless a special Department is created. Rut in any case it would bo
advisable to have a Government Actuary attached to the office.
261. Would you in any new Act make it imperative that no appeal to law be allowed except in cases of
felony ? Do you mean theft or misappropriation of money ?
■
262. I mean in reference to disputes between the members ; should these be confined to arbitration? Yes,
I think I have said that that is precisely wliat ought to be the course adopted.
.
263. Would you advise that that Board of arbitration should take something of the form of the Marine
Board, with (say) one officer at the head and sundry gentlemen chosen to assist him? If the arbitrators
are a representative body I think it matters not how they are appointed.
264. I mean should this Board be beyond and outside of the Societies themselves ? Yes, but they should
be persons who intimately know the working cf the Societies, and should fie generally a representative
body.
265. Do you think the minority should be able to appeal to them and have power to proliibit expenditure
that they think would be injurious to the Society? I think the right course in a case like that would be to
enable any given number of the members of a Society to apply to the Registrar, and that then ho might, if he
chose,
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M^LOHrer. chose, sutmit the matter to the arbitrators ; because it must be taken for granted that they are experts,,
2^ecl8Sl an<* t'lat t^LC”r kn0'"r wl'ia)-' K proper expenditure for these Societies. But I think that a given number (say
‘ six or a dozen) should have some means of appealing against what they consider intended misappropriation
of funds, although not necessarily criminal.
266. Could the decisions of such a Board be upheld or enforced 1 That is a matter that could bo very easily
managed in any new Act.
267. Should you advise a penalty for false returns'} I think they should be presented in the same way as
those of Banks—that they should be sworn returns.
268. "Would you advise that graduated subscriptions should be made compulsory?
I think it
would be a pity to make it. compulsory, thougli they should be encouraged ; but my idea of a Friendly
Society is that it is made up of voluntary contributions, and that we must not interfere too much with that
■
principle.
.
■
269. Would you advise that any new Act should fix a minimum of subscripions and a maximum of
benefit ? I think it would be a very good plan, because it seems to me that-----270. I mean that although Societies may exist under or over this minimum and maximum, they should not
receive the benefit of registration ? I think that it is possible for the Legislature to provide that there
should be a certain maximum of benefit and minimum of subscriptions; and if there is no variation from
that the tables should be certified actu&rially. If, for example, it is said that thirteen-pence a week
should be considered to be a proper contribution to receive such and such sick pay and such and such funeral
donation together with other minor benefits, and said that no Society should be registered that purported to
receive these benefits at a less rate, unless they deposited the certificate of an actuary with their tables, I
think it would be a great improvement on the present law, because I do not see then how these Societies
that you mention as competing for public favour on ridiculously small scales could exist.
271. Do you not think that the returns demanded by the Act are most important in convincing the public
that the Societies in which they are interested are .working properly ? I do, certainly.
272. If I remember rightly, when the present Act was brought into existence, you did recommend the
appointment of a staff to work the office ? I did ; on several occasions I have pointed out that assistance
was required.
273. Was it in consequence of some emergency at the time, and the necessity for pushing the Bill through
without loss of time, that this question was put aside and some arrangement made with you? No, I do not
think there was any arrangement of the kind you mention. It was quite a surprise to me when Sir George
limes asked me if I would take the position, it having been previously offered to two or three Government
officers. The fact is tliat in the Legislative Council they made it necessary that the position should be held
by a Government officer, and it was offered to two or three who had largo departments under them but they
declined, and then it was offered to me and I accepted it; but I am not aware of any arrangement.
274. An actuary has been mentioned by some of the members of the Commission ; do you know of any such
t
gentleman in the Colonies who would be considered by the Societies an impartial person to perform theso
duties ? All the actuaries are, I believe, attached to life offices here; I really know of no member of tho
Institute who is not attached to some life office.
275. Do you think an actuary attached to a Life Assurance Office would he considered impartial; should he
not be entirely disconnected -with any other institution to properly represent these Societies ? Well, if so,
lie would have to be paid, and the question of money comes in here; I very much question whether any
special actuary could exist on the Friendly Societies3 work that would be put before him.
276. Are you aware that the actuaries of Great Britain say that a subscription of over three times the
amount charged is required to secure even less benefits than we now give ? I have heard substantially tbat
tho benefits are grossly in excess of the rates, or that the rates aro insufficient to secure the benefits,
277. And you are aware that there are numbers of Societies which have existed for years, met all their
liabilities, and have large balances, on less subscriptions than these gentlemen have considered necessary ? I
.believe there are a large number of Societies that have been for a long time in existence which have always
been able to meet their engagements, and have always had a good balance at their bankers; whether that
balance would represent the right amount to the actuarial mind or not I do not know.
2/8. Could you suggest any organization or other plan of managing Friendly Societies than by a similar Act
to the present? I think any Act worth framing ought not to be similar to the present; I think a consider
able amount of variation would be required.
.
279. Mr. Gelding,'] I see by this return tliat in 1880 there were a number of defaulting Lodges : were not a
quantity of them metropolitan Lodges ? Certainly, included in this number there are a good number of
- metropolitan Lodges.
.
*
280. I think you told us that you have the power of inflicting a very heavy fine on these defaulting Lodges,
but that as the majority of them were in the country districts it would cost more money than it was worth 1
Yes, the metropolitan Lodges would have been witliin easy reach, but we have not had the defaults with the
metropolitan Lodges that wc have had with the country Lodges, and it would not have boon fair to have
■
summoned them and not tliose in the country.
281. Why were not those metropolitan Lodges visited with the pains and penalties of the Friendly Societies
Act, being so easily come-at-able? When the question of procedure came before me I did not take the
easiest to go at, but I took the worst cases. If I had gone to the metropolitan Lodges I should have been
.
bound to go to the country Lodges ; but having come to the conclusion that procedure under the Act would
be a great hardship, I did not have recourse to it.
282. In the top of the column in this return I see “ management expenses per pound of total income.” I see
the Manchester Unity is 3s. 7d. Will you tell me what tins means? This column ought to be tho per
centage, or the amount per pound of total income devoted to the management expenses.
283. Then according to that, the Manchester Unity compares trebly favourably with any Society named ?
Oh no, here is one os. 9£d.
.
'
-.84. But the Manchester Unity does compare more favourably than any other Society named in that Schedule ?
Oh yes.
285. You mentioned a few minutes ago that among these Societies who wished to send in their returns on their
own forms were the Protestaat Alliance and the Grand United Order of Oddfellows ? I am not so sure about
the Grand United, but am c ortain about the Protestant Alliance, though I am pretty sure—in fact I remember
the returns in 1876 or 1877’ being sent in to me by a Mr. Shaw in a form that was not in accordance with
.
the Act,
'
286.
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286. Ami you mentioned that other Lodges wished to send in returns on other forms ; in other words, that Mr. A. Oliver,
they wished to do as they liked1? Well, I think that perhaps represents their wishes.
#
1
287. Have you no means of compelling them to agree to your form which you issue! No,'not strictly, 2Dec., 1881.
because, as the law puts it, the penalty upon a Society not sending in a return does not meet the case of a
Society that simply refuses to send in a return on the authorized form. I might demur to take their own
forms, but could not get a penalty.
_
288. Would it not be advisable to have this specially put in, tliat all Orders and bodies should he compelled
to make their annual returns on these special forms that the Registrar might adopt and issue for the sake of
uniformity i I have already said that 1 think an officer of each of the Orders should be made responsible
for the returns, and therefore I should answer your question yes.
^
289. Tho Act gives you here the power to force Lodges to comply and to till up these forms 1 Yes, but if
you read the 46th section—that is the one that makes the penalty—3rou will see what I mean. I have the
power, but then the question comes what fixes the penalty.
290. Then do you mean that the two clauses are vague and unworkable! Yes, to understand and expect a
conviction under the 4Gth.
_
_
291. Are you not aware that the Manchester Unity specially produces and sends in a verified form of all
■
their Lodges, Societies, and districts? Yes.
_
292. And in addition to that, does not the corresponding secretary of the Order tie up and forward to you
the separate returns of every Lodge in the district ? Oh, I do not understand that, but I should like to
answer the question at another meeting, because I will make inquiries. The returns have always been sent
to me in a pamphlet.
293. I heard you answer a question about the dissolution of Lodges. Are you aware tliat plenty of them
break up without you knowing anything about it! I liave some reason to suspect that they do it.
.
_
294. And in conformity with the law without you knowing! They could not; my sanction is required if
a Society is to be legally dissolved.
_
29-5. I have heard you speak of appeal Boards outside of the Societies. Arc you not aware that such constituted
Boards elected from outside of .Friendly Societies would not be of the slightest use in trying to bring about
a settlement of disputes ? No, I am not.
_ _
296. Do you not know that there are peculiarities attaching to all these Societies, such that a person unless
well aware of the facts would not he able to do anything ? There is a great deal in common in all Friendly
Societies, and there is a good deal of divergence : but them laws are sufficiently in common to allow men who
had been connected for some years with the Societies to express an opinion. Of course I do not mean that
they should be outside the Societies altogether.
_ _
_
297. Are you aware that there are several Friendly Societies in active competition at cheap rates ; with a
low scale of contributions, and large benefits attaching thereto? Do you mean registered Societies!
298. Yes? I have heard that there are.
_ ,
299. Do you not think that the Registrar ought to he aware of such facts from the officers of tire Societies!
Of course it would he an advantage to the Registrar to.know it under a new Act, hut not under the present
Act, for if he knew it he could do nothing.
_
1
300. Are you aware that the system is pursued by at least four Societies, that when first opening a branch
or Lodge joining members are admitted on paying half fees ? I have heard something to that effect.
301. What is your opinion of such a course j do you think it just ? I, think it is a fraud upon the Act.
302. I have hoard you say a good deal about special levies; do not you think them very injudicious? I
cannot say that, because I have already said that I think within limits they would be very judicious; but I
may ask you whether you mean levies for a certain benefit, say a death levy ; because I mean quite a
different tiling. According to my view, it would be a benefit in the now Act if there were this mode of
liability enacted, that when the funds whether in a district or in a Lodge fell below a certain------ ■
303. I mean hy these special levies that when a death takes place you have a levy to pay, or if you have
any serious amount of sickness there should be extra levies. Do you think tliat judicious ? I do not think
it would he judicious to have any special levy specially to supplement solvency, which ought to be guaranteed
by the contributions my recommendation was general levies where the funds were reduced below a certain

point.

....
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304. Then according to your answer you think it very imperative tliat on every member joining a Lodge
lie should know what lie has to pay ? He should know all his liabilities.
_
305. I believe you have stated that you think it one of the greatest benefits that could be entailed on
Societies to have what they call a safety-valve in tliis way ; by which I understand you to mean that should
the funds of a Lodge fail to meet the liabilities the Lodge should have power to stop sick pay and raise their
contributions in order to get funds in hand? That is not my proposition. My proposition or my recommendation was a very general one and in these terms: if the funds of a Lodge shall fall below a certain
proportion that is not very hard to ascertain, there should be a levy from the members in order to feed the
fund until it comes to the prescribed proportion,—I do not say what that proportion should be; but I, do
not say that during this interval all benefits should be suspended.
_
_
306. But when these funds fall to tliis low scale, presuming there was a lot of sickness to take place ? No
doubt the levies would have to be repeated rather too often. I said tliis at the time.
_
307. Then it would be a dangerous safety-valve, would it not? It would not. It would by itself, but not
’ if taken in conjunction with a statutory scale of benefits and contributions. I do not think it would he
dangerous then. It is quite competent for the statute to say that there shall be a certain scale of contri
butions and benefits, and that if there is any variation the tables must be certified aetuarially.
308. I suppose you are aware of some Lodges that have had to apply to head-quarters for money to pay
their members! I have heard that this has been the case with some of the Lodges.
_
_
309. Do not you think tliat our present system of Friendly Societies of gathering contributions from old
and young on the same scale very injudicious ; that is to say, a young man of seventeen years of age joins a
Lodge, pays a shilling a week, and another man is admitted at the age of forty-five and he only pays the
same rate, a shilling a week.
Do not yon think something should be done to remedy that and by to get
all the Lodges in New South "Wales to try and agree to something like a sliiling scale? It would be very
beneficial if it could be done, but it seems to me to interfere with the voluntary character of the contributions.
If a Lodge publishes its scales it publishes the fact that a young man can get in at a certain rate, and if

.
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Mr. A. Oliver, that rate is made lover on account of liis age say seven or eight pence, it appeal’s to me that he 'would go in
oTw^msi ^lere rat^er ^an to a Lodge where he would have to pay a shilling. One would think that it would
* 'uec,’,8S1, require no compulsion.
310.- Are you not aware that the most successful Friendly Society in Great Britain adopts this sliding
scale system ? I have seen it so stated in the English reports.
311. And yon are also aware that under this system it is proved that all these Lodges are perfectly solvent
and are able to save money, and that they have often to divide the surplus funds! I can answer yes to all
the former part of your question, but with regard to the division of funds I did not know they were dividing
Societies.
312. Would it not be an improvement and materially assist the Registrar to make it imperative that in the
returns tho ages of all the joining members should be given 1 I presume that is the English system.
313.^ Yes; do you not think it would lie an advantage here too, so as to form just data on which to go in
making up any actuarial statements 1 Yes, there is no doubt it would be a valuable piece of information, as
well as the trade of the person joining.
314-. I presume you know that the Victorian Act is imperative on that point ? I believe it is, but cannot
say positively.
315. I believe you are of opinion that there would be quite enough wmi'k for a permanent Registrar to keep
him employed 1 Well, if he were to carry out the idea of being standing Counsel to the Societies, I am sure
that there would he plenty of work to do. By “standing Counsel" I mean one to whom any member of a
Society would have a right to go to obtain information.
316. Do not you think that before Lodges are opened application should be made to the Registrar, ac
companied with a list of the fees and proposed contributions and benefits to be given, so that the Registrar
could form some idea whether the proposed payments would meet the liabilities, and on such should depend
whether or not the rules should be certified 1 My answer is that that would imply that the Registrar was
an actuary'.
&
317. Are you aw'are of the fact that there are two sections of Friendly Societies in the Colony ; those wdio
take members in independent of creed, and those which are established for political, temperance, and other
objects ? I am aware that there are sectarian and non-sectarian Societies.
318. Do you not think that in these sectarian Societies, considering that people pay money in for various
benefits wliich they expect to receive, the insurance branch should he kept distinct from the sectarian principles!
I do not think tliat anytlring we may call sectarian should he mixed up with the sick and funeral funds,
but I have reason to believe that it is so. They make one fund of the whole moneys received, and take all
out from that fund.
319. Do .not you think it should be different; tliat when they break the sectarian rules, they should not
thereby lose the insurance benefits 1 The answer to tliat is difficult, because it is a principle of these
Societies that every man know-s what ho is joining ; and he is not to bo restricted from joining a Society by
Act^ of Parliament if ho chooses voluntarily to join. For instance, with regard to the Guilds, any man
joining must be taken to know precisely what tho rules are; and if by these rules any part of the con
tributions may be diverted to sectarian purposes we must assume that they have assented to them. There
fore the question is a difficult one to answer. You could not regulate the matter by statute without
interfering with the voluntary character of the Societies.
320.
What connection is there between the sectarian principle and the Society itself 1 They are
all Societies of a religious character, or requiring some particular phase of belief amongst the members:
some of them, for example, require the fiat of the Archbishop, and are considerably under sectarian control.
321. Then these Societies are composed of persons of certain denominations or forms of belief, who
form themselves into a Society within themselves and register themselves 1 Just so, with certain provisions
for their sick.
,
322. Jfr. ffeldhiff.] Are you aware tliat in some instances medical examination of the joining members of
some of these competitive Societies has boon dispensed with ? I have heard so.
’
323. What is your opinion of such proceedings! That they are not justifiable if carried out.
324. Are you aware that there are Societies that guarantee the burial of children—that give a donation
on the death of children! I believe there are some, but very few.
325. Have you ever seen this poster before you headed “ For the benefit of the Public” 2 I have not seen
this before.
326. What is your opinion of this cheap rate of fees, the cheap rate of entrance, the great amount given
out for sick pay and burial fees! That I could hardly answer satisfactorily without seeing what the
constitution of the Society was. I presume that under the laws they are entitled to do this, or are they
attempting to break their own laws! I should have to look at this “Native .Rose Lodge, No. 2,014:”beforo
I could give any opinion on this point. If it is a registered Lodge I should have to see rules and see whether
tliis prospectus is in terms of its rules or is a breach of those rules.
32/. Is the Society registered 1 Yes, the “Native Rose” Lodge is a registered Lodge.
328. Are you aware that this sort of competition has sprung up since the introduction of the American
Independent Order of Oddfellows in tliis Colony? I was not aware that that was the exact time; I
thought iUiad been in existence some time—in fact over since the new Act was passed.
329. I believe yon said that the best method of getting in proper returns would be for each Society to have
a proper officer to attend to them ? Yes, it ought to be his duty to send out the forms, and to see that they
are properly sent in and verified.
330. Does not the Manchester Unity do this? I understand that the returns of the Manchester Unity are
always very well submitted.
331. You have never had occasion to find fault with them, have you ? No.
332. Do you not think all the difficulty might have been avoided if the Orders had the power of inflicting
a heavy fine on Lodges that did not send in their i-cturns? Yos, I think it would bo better to have the
compulsion come from the Order than from any Government officer.
333. I presume you are aware that the Manchester Unity lias a fine of two guineas ? Yes ; it is not, how
ever, a statutory fine, and it is possible you could not enforce it; I, however, would go further and make it
a fine that could be enforced—make it statutory.
334. Following up that, what is your opinion of the fines and penalties contained in the general laws; if
.

you
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you could not enforce the payment of one fine it is hardly possible you could enforce another one thenl I Mr. A.Oliver.
do not see how you can ; I know of no provision in the Act by which you can enforce a fine contained in a
rule.
J
J
.
2 Dec., 1881.
335. Then if I rebelled against paying a fine the Lodge could not compel me to pay 1 They could inflict
the penalty and do their best to enforce it, but the only compulsion I see is expulsion.
336. But would not the Judge then be able to reinstate me? That would raise the whole question; if he
thought you should not he reinstated until you had paid the fine, he might make payment a condition of
reinstatement.
'
337. Then in framing a new. Act it would be desirable to give all the Societies power to inflict these fines?
Yes, unless it is considered better to give it to the arbitrators. I am in favour of referring everything to
arbitration; hut certainly the Act ought not to say you shall be able to inflict a fine, for instance for
smoking in a Courts but not be able to inflict a fine for arrears or to enforce the payment of arrears.
338. Considering the importance of Friendly Societies, and the great saving they must be to the State, do
you not believe their rules should he registered free of cost ? I do.
339. Also, that their reports, like tliose of other charitable institutions, should be allowed to go through the
mails post free ? That is a question of policy for the Government.
•
340. In Yietoria I believe the Act will not allow Lodges to build halls unless they have a certain amount of
funds ; should not such a provision he adopted here ? I am aware that in Victoria there is a limitation
iqxm the building of places of business, halls for Societies; and as the value of the hall is shown in all
cases as an asset, it might be misleading if that asset is not immediately available ; therefore I think that a
hall should not he capable of being built unless out of wliat may be called surplus assets—until the assets
reached a certain condition.
341. I come now to the dividing of the funds of the bodies.
Are you aware that in Victoria the Judges
have decided that no Lodge can break up and divide its funds without the consent of the grand body ; and
also, considering they are part and parcel of the parent Society, that the funds of such Society belong to the
whole body, and not simply to the Lodge ? I presume the decision is under the new Act, but there could not
be such a division in this Colony.
'
342. Do you not think it would be desirable to have something of the sort here 1 Yes, in all cases where
this parent Society has the control of a general fund, but not if it were simply a regulative Society, I am
inclined to think that is one of the laws in Victoria—that it is so enacted.

•

'

343. You are of opinion that it would be advisable to introduce something of the sort here ? J think it
would where there is a relation of contributions; that is, where the Lodges contribute to the central body.
344. In the 8th clause of the Act you will find special mention made of a three-fourths majority being
required for the alteration of rules : are you of opinion that tliis requires alteration, and that it is totally
unworkable? I am not aware that it has ever been required in the alteration of rules. Sometimes the rules
themselves require it.
'
345. Do you not think that altemtions of rules might be made hy a majority of the members then present,
the whole of the members having been duly summoned ? You mean tbat an alteration of the rules should
depend on a bare majority of tliose present at a summoned meeting. All that I have required is that a ‘
declaration should be made that the alteration desired has been duly carried in accordance with the provi
sions of their own rules.
346. Do you not think it would be desirable to make it simply a majority ? I think a bare majority might
be permitted to alter any rule, but there is one consideration; a bare majority may be summoned very
suddenly, and in the absence of perhaps some members who would oppose—who would tum that majority
into a minority.
If it were a rule, for instance, to suspend benefits, I think there should be some great
caution used.
Of course I know we are assuming that the meeting is a summoned one, and that every
member would thus have had due notice of it.
347. You have spoken favourably of the appointment of arbitrators : I presume you are aware that the
Manchester Unity refers disputes to arbitration ; or that, in other words, a charge must be hoard before a
Board of Arbitrators.
Do you not think that under such a condition the members get natural justice ? I
think so ; my proposal is simply an extension of that principle.
348. Without actuarial investigation would the experience of the Societies be a sure guide ? I consider the
experience of the best and oldest Societies would be a very safe guide in fixing the proportion of contribu
tions to benefits; but a guide is a very different thing from laying down a rule.
349. I presume such experience could only be gathered from those Societies which have kept as nearly as
possible to the scale of payments they started from ; you would not take these deviations from the ordinary
rules ? No ; I should assume that the information so derived would he from Societies which held uniformly
to their own rules.
350. It does not necessarily imply that because Lodges are registered they can meet demands when called
upon? No, certainly not; in the first place the ofiice is in no way responsible forthe working of the
Society; it may be launched on the best possible scales, and yet be wrecked in a couple of years by extra
vagance.
351. Do you not think the various Friendly Societies have auditors of sufficient prudence to audit their
books without going outside? Yes, except where you come to valuing the interest of a member. It is the
interest of a member in the Society which has to be valued. It is valued now in Victoria ; but it could not
be done by a mere accountant, unless he were well up in actuarial calculations.
352. I think I heard you remark tbat the annual return sheet still requires amendment to allow careful
dissection of the items? I do not think it is perfect; it is quite capable of improvement even at the present
time.
353. Are you aware that f>ro rata Friendly Societies here give greater benefits than those in Great
Britain? I know that perfectly well, and have tried to get the English tables for various Societies. I have
succeeded in some cases, and have often thought the scales here seem to he higher than those in England ;
that is, the benefits are greater in proportion to the contributions.
354. I suppose you are aware that in Great Britain, in Lodges registered under the Act, the only party who
gets medical benefits is the one who pays the contributions 1
I believe tbat is the general rule in England,
355. 1 suppose you have noticed in certifying the General Lodge Rules tliat clause after clause clashes with
each other ? I hava
356.
486—C
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Mr. A. Oliver. 356. And do not you think it sliould be the province of the Registrar to amend such, so that the book
\ should be readable, and that there should be no quibble should anything be brought to a Court of law 1 It is
2 Dec., 1881. undoubtedly true that on reading some sets of rules I have found that the rules are out of construction, and

■

.

^

.

T have seen cases in which they are contradictory, but as I liave not got the power to make rules I have
not the power to alter them in any way.
357. Are you aware that Mr. Ludlow, the Registrar of Friendly Societies in Great Britain, does such things ?
Yes, because he has the power to do it under the Act, but I have no such power.
358. And would you recommend it here 1 Only within certain limits, or he might clap on another shilling
to the contributions.
359. The Friendly Societies Act gives power to trustees to lend money on mortgage. Now, if. before the
mortgage is paid off one of tho trustees dies, much trouble and expense is caused in releasing the mortgage.
Should not a clause be inserted in any new Friendly Societies Act, giving power to any new trustee
appointed to act in his place 1 I think the releasors of the mortgage should be the trustees of the Lodge
for the time being.
SCO. Ifr. Smith.'] Is it a fact that you drafted the present Act, Mr. Oliver 1
I received it as a sort of
heirloom or remanet ■ but practically this is wliat hapjiened : I had a Bill handed to me by Mr. Sutherland
wliich had been prepared, I do not know by whom ; it was a transcript of the English Act of 1855 ; and I
found that by reason of an extraordinary complication of" Building Society law with Friendly Society law
there would be great confusion in any new Act which did not embrace these other Societies. I having
come to that conclusion, stated so mucli to Mr. Barley, and ho accepted the idea, and asked me to do it. I
then altered the Bill so as to repeal all the Building Society Regulation Acts and bring them under tho
operation of the Bill.
"
361. Then this Bill did not emanate from you as Parliamentary Draftsman? I did not draw these clauses,
but I received the Bill as I have stated, and I added the Building Society Law and the, Co-operativo and
Trading Society clauses; but 1 did not make any alteration in the part relating to Friendly Societies,
362. You have worked tliis Act since it became law up to the present time? Yes.
363. This fact has given you a large experience as to the general management and government of Friendly
Societies i Necessarily it has given me some.
"
364. Would you give the Commission the benefit of your opinion as to the adequacy of this Act in regard to
Friendly Societies, and your knowledge since working the Act as to their stability and financial condition ?
1 think the Act wants to be completely repealed, and substituted by a new measure, for it would be im
possible to merely amend it. It is not ah Act for looking after Societies when they are formed ; it takes a
deal of trouble in registering them, and then leaves them. If they like to take the trouble to send in their
returns, well and good; if not, well and good too.
365. You are of opinion that tho Act has been totally inadequate ? It is now totally inadequate.
366. Having worked this Act, you must have a knowledge of the Societies : I should like you to give the
Commission the benefit of your opinion as to their financial condition? 1 think 1 have answered that ques
tion, though put in a different form, before. Of course I have only two modes of asceitaining wliat the
financial position of a Society is; one is officially, and the other ex-oflieially. Officially I should decidedly
express the opinion that the Societies cannot be in an unwholesome state when only ten have dissolved witliin
a period of eight years. What I liave heard outside is only hearsay, and not within my own knowledge.
367. During some portion of your evidence you said you' thought it desirable that a Board of arbitrators
should be established for the purpose of dealing with the internal disagreements of Friendly Societies 1 Yes,
I am of opinion that such a Board should be constituted.
368. Do you mean that it should be constituted of persons not identified with the Societies ? Certainly not;
they would be no use at all.
My idea would be that if the office is made into a separate Department, the
Registrar of Friendly Societies should be the Chairman, and that the members of the Board should have a
seat with him and be a tribunal to dispose of all the quarrels of Societies.
‘
369. Then the Commission is to understand that in your opinion tliis Board, with the exception of the
Registrar, should be composed of members identified with the various Societies? Persons experienced in the
working of the Societies.
370. Is it a fact that the majority of the Societies have a council, or district or governing body ? Yes.
371. Do you think that each district nominating one of its members to constitute such Board would be a
workable piece of machinery ? That would make the Board too large. I have already stated tliat I pro
pose to offer a few suggestions in writing on that subject, and that head cannot escape me. At present my
notions are a little bit crude, because I have not yet thought out whether this Board should be a body nomimated by the Government or elected by the Societies, or partly nominated and partly elected; but I am
inclined to think that a system of election could be carried out, and in tliis way, tliat any Society which
numbers so many thousand members should have the right of election of one of its members on the Board,
but the difficulty is what number that should he. This is a matter that I should desire the Commission to
allow to remain m abeyance, so that I may think over it and put it in writing.
372. Is it within your knowledge that a number of Societies have established themselves, have elected
officers, liave initiated members, drawn subscriptions from such members, have registered themselves, and
after a life of some few months have ceased to exist ? I have heard so much, but I have no official know
ledge of it,
373. Of course it is within your knowledge that witliin the last two years there lias been great competition
going on amongst the Friendly Societies ? I believe there lias been considerable competition within the last
two or three years.
374. If you had any means of knowing that the scale of fees fixed and the amount of benefits given as exhi
bited in that document that was here a few minutes ago was to be given, if you had the power as Registrar
would you ever have registered a Society of that character ? Of course I could not answer that question
exactly. They seem here for a shilling a week to insure a funeral donation of from £20 to £30, but they
may by their rules limit that so as to make it inoperative, or only operative in a few cases.
375. Would you register that as a Society if that sort of thing came within your knowledge ? Well, I could
not say what would be done unless I saw the rules of the Society. That document is only a prospectus, and
might mean nothing ; that in itself means nothing.
376. It has frequently, I presume, come under your notice tliat a number of subordinate Courts or indi
viduals or Dodges connected with Societies secede from their districts?
We have had a few cases, but
very few ; we have not had many of that character, but they come to us to amalgamate.
377.
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377. Do you think that the stability of subordinate Courts would be more assured by their being identified Mr. A. Oliver,
with their districts 1 Yea
■
™bn'J,!a
^ i«ii
378. Do you think it would be n good piece of legislation to make this compulsory in any new law 1 That . ??■»
would have the effect of preventing any new Lodge from being registered.
I confess I do not see at this
moment the necessity of this restriction.
"
_
379. President.~] When this evidence is submitted to you, if anything suggests itself to you will you he
kind enough to make a memorandum of it? Oh yes, certainly.

MONDAY, 5 DECEMBER, 1881.
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Mr. Edwin Lewis Scott affirmed and examined :—

,

380. President.} What position do you occupy, Mr. Scott ? I am Clerk to the Parliamentary Draftsman
and nominally Secretary to the Registrar of Friendly Societies.
'
'
381. Have you been appointed to that office ? I have never ; it fell to my lot to do the work without pay.
382. You get no salary under the Friendly Societies Act ? No. '
*
383. Can you give us any information in regard to the punctuality or compliance with the law in reference
to the returns that the different Friendly Societies are bound under the law to make to the Registrar 1
Some of the Societies are very lax in making the returns; the Manchester Unity Oddfellows make the
returns in pamphlet-form, and the other Societies on the sheets which are furnished to them by our office.
All the Societies can liave return forms on application. It was the custom that they should apply at the
Government Printing Office for them, where they were charged sixpence for each form ; Mr. Oliver deemed
this too large a charge, and'accordingly requisitioned for a number of forms for gratuitous distribution.
384. Since you commenced to supply the various Societies with forms have they been more punctual ? They
liave ; I have taken the trouble to communicate witli the Grand Secretaries of the Orders requesting that
they would attend to the requirements of the Act in that respect. The Grand United Order gives us a very
largo percentage of returns over what they used to do.
385. There are a large number of subordinate Lodges in connection witli the Orders 1 Yes.
38G. And each one makes a return direct to the Registrar 1 In some cases only ; for instance, in the Grand
United Order of Oddfellows the Grand Secretary brings me the returns himself, the Lodges sending them to
him ; and the Protestant Alliance the same.
387. From your experience in dealing with this matter do you think it would be better under any circum
stances that these returns from the various subordinate Lodges should come through the Grand Lodge ? I
think so, and for this reason : many of the Secretaries are very illiterate men, the majority of them probably;
■ and the Grand Secretary of an Order on receiving the returns would have an opportunity of checking them,
putting them into shape, and if necessary sending them bade before we get them and have any trouble with
them.
388. In any alteration of the law do you think it would be a wise thing to enact that these subordinate
Lodges should send in their returns to the Grand Lodge, and that the Grand Lodge should he made respon
sible to the Registrar? 1 never gave that matter a. thought.
389. Would it not facilitate matters very much more if the Registrar had to deal • only with the Grand
Lodges? Certainly; oh, certainly ; because the Grand Secretaries are, as a rule, more intelligent and better
educated men. The Societies send in their returns very late, and it is not a fortnight ago that I received
one of tho returns for last year.
390. Now in these returns that are sent in I presume you have to look into tho matters that are laid
down? So far as I can, ami the returns-will admit of it. For instance, some Societies do not divide their
funds into the different items set out in the return forms, and I am unable, in making up the big sheets of
returns, to dissect these funds.
391. Yes, and in your opinion do yon think it would be a good tiling to have uniformity in reference to the
mode of distribution of the funds ? Certainly.
392. Do these Societies return the ages and occupations of persons who are members of the respective
Lodges ? No, they give no data of that sort. They give the number good on the books, the number expelled,
the number of members who have died, the number of members’ wives who have died, and information of that
sort.
■
393. Then in the preparation of any return for the information of this Commission that we might ask you to
prepare, you would not be able to give us .the information I. speak of ; that is, the ages and occupations
of the members, and the ages at which the persons died ? No, it is not furnished to us.
394. Do you not think it would be wise to have provision made for information of tliat kind to be furnished ?
Certainly ; it would assist any actuarial process of investigation.
.
395. For the pin-poses of an actuarial inquiry the information you now liave at your command registered in
your office would be of no assistance? It wonld be very insufficient.
396. Tho Registrar, I believe, has instructed you to prepare some returns ; a return of the list of Lodges,
with the places of meeting and the Secretaries’ names? This 1 have done from the most recent documents,
and the return which I hand in is as complete as I cgm make it. (See Appendix B.)
397. And I understand you have received no emolument whatever for tho preparation of this return? None
at all; it has all been done after office hours, in my own time.
398. A return has been laid before the Commission giving the averages for 1878? I prepared that.
399. 1 presume it is only approximate ? It is' only approximate, and needs explanation as to the item
“management expense expenditure.”
400.

Mr.
E. L. Scott.
/——s
5 Dec., 1881,

■
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Mr.
400. Yes; I notice, bracketed here from Grand United down to Miscellaneous, in fact, all but the
E. L. Scott, Manchester Unity; the fact is, that from these returns you could not tell what particular expenditure
belongs to each fund? Uo, because the return forms at that time had this item, “management expenses,
5 Dec., 1881, ijlciu(j;ng medical expenditure and medicines,” and other things which we now think proper to dissect.

.

401. I understand that all the by-laws pass through your hands % They do, in fact all the rules.
402. Mr. Greville.] By-laws or rules l The by-laws. The Lodge is, as a rule, connected with some Order ;
it registers the rules of the Order, and, in addition to this, the by-laws for the ordinary management of the
Lodge itself. Many of them do not register these by-laws.
403. Many of them you say? Yes, many of them, because some of them register their general laws and tho
by-laws together.
404. President.] I presume you simply register these rules and by-laws when submitted? I examine them
to see that the requirements of the Act are fulfilled.
There are several things that the Act requires to be
done. It prescribes that the rales shall set forth— “ (1.) The name of the Society and place of meeting for
the business of the Society. (2.) The whole of the objects for which the Society is to be established the
purposes for which the funds thereof shall be applicable the tables or scales of payment and the conditions
under which any member may become entitled to any benefit assured thereby and the fines and forfeitures
to be imposed on any member of such Society. (3.) The maimer of making altering amending and rescind
ing rules. (4.) A provision for the appointment and removal of a general Committee of management of a
Trustee or Trustees treasurer and other officers.
(5.) A provision for the investment of the funds and for
an annual or periodical audit of accounts. (6.) The manner in wliich disputes between the Society and any
of its members or any person claiming by or through any member or under the rules shall be settled,” It
is also enacted that “ the rules of every such Society shall provide that all moneys received or paid on
account of each'and every particular fund or benefit assured to the members thereof their husbands wives
children fathers mothers brothers or sisters nephews or nieces or assigns for which a separate tabic of con
tributions payable shall have been adopted shall be entered in a separate account distinct from the moneys
received and paid on account of any other benefit or fund and also that a contribution shall be made to
defray the necessary expenses of management and a separate account shall be kept of such contributions and
expenses.” These provisions of the Act being attended to, I generally take no further notice.
405. Are these Friendly Societies increasing in number ? They arc.
406. How long have you been connected with the matter in a clerical way ? Since the 1st of July, 1878.
407. Now, from your knowledge and experience of this matter, and bearing in mind the importance of these
Societies, and the large amount of money involved in it, and the large interests involved generally, do you
think it would bo justifiable on the part of the Government to provide that there should be a Department
formed to deal with this matter ? The present staff is totally inadequate to the requirements, and I think a
staff is necessary ; there are many things that are wanted now that I cannot get for you or any one without
occupying three times the usual office hours over it.
408. And what you have done for the Commission altogether you liave done at night and in over-time? I
have.
• 409. The other duties connected with your office in connection with the Parliamentaiy Draftsman occupy the
whole of your time? They do; something has to stand back, and it is generally the Friendly Societies.
410. Have you noticed whether there is any uniformity in the rules in reference to the amount of dues
demanded from members? There is ; they run from lid. to Is. 3d, per week.
411. Do you know if they are calculated from any actuarial data 1
No ; they seem to be calculated from
tbc experience of the Societies formed previous to the one about to be registered; sometimes if I notice that
the contributions arc too low or the benefits too high I have drawn attention to it, and have written to the
Secretaries, and have had them amended at our suggestion.
412. But the Registrar has no power to refuse registration on these grounds ? No.
413. All you can do is to communicate with the Secretaries witli a view of suggesting ? That is all; and,
in fact, the power the Registrar possesses to compel the making of returns is nullified by the want of
machinery.
414. In your opinion would it be a wise thing to allow the Societies to settle all differences amongst them
selves? Yes, as a preliminary step, but not as a final power. I have been of opinion that a sort of Board,
composed of the Heads of the Societies and presided over by an official, should lie the final Court, so as to
keep all matters out of the Courts. I will give two reasons for keeping these disputes out of the Law Courts.
The Magistrates have no knowledge of the wants of the Societies, and the District Court Judges will not
learn anything.
I have heard Judge Dowling say in a case that he had made up his mind to make no
order.
415. And are the eases such that they would be better dealt with amongst the Societies themselves? * They
are, very much better.
.
416. Then you think there should be some known machinery to deal with this matter ; that is, a final Court
of Appeal ? Yes, a final Court of Appeal. I would point out that the Societies have no right to spend money
in legal expenses, but they do so, and spend large sums. This money is illegally expended.
*
417. Has any case come to your knowledge where special levies have been made ? Many of the Societies
provide for special levies to be made when the funds fall below a certain amount.
418. And sometimes these Societies dissolve and divide whatever funds they have in hand? Yes, with tho
Registrar’s consent to the terms of dissolution,
419. Now, are these subordinate Lodges—are they in connection with a Grand Liodge ? No, they are inde
pendent Societies,' or have been so during my time, or have been subordinate Lodges of an Order which have
been either expelled or suspended hy the Grand Council as false to the Order. And in such cases, as a rule,
they have joined other Orders, so that the dissolution has resulted as a rule in an amalgamation.
420.- Have you any experience as to the expense of working these Lodges generally ? No, I cannot say. 1.
have never been able to get at it. I have every year the return ready but no report. I liave the Grand
United and Manohcster Unity returns ready now, but the .rest I have not been able to finish. In fact
it would require some one to attend to the work the whole time; and it should be a statistical clerk, or one
conversant with figures, which I am not.
421. But you know sufficient of figures to work out these averages?

Yes, but I am slow.
422.
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422. Is there any suggestion you could give in reference to this matter touching this inquiry—I mean any
^
special information that you could add as an addendum to your evidence 1
I could only suggest that in the ' 'A ” ‘
appellate Board I speak of, the Registrar 'would be the best man as Chairman. I am fully of that opinion,
because he would be independent; or in his absence it should be some one well acquainted with the Act, with
a legal mind.
423. But you are clearly of opinion that there ought to be a distinct Department to deal with these matters 1
Oh, certainly ; though I have always found the Heads of the Orders very willing to assist me ; I have never
made a reasonable request to them that has not been complied with.
424. Have you ever heard it suggested that these respective Societies, or some of them, are not in a solvent
state 1 No, not officially ; I do not see how they could carry on. Members are only too willing to come up
to the office witli complaints if they find anything shaky about the distribution of the funds. I should like
to suggest that no Order should have the power to suspend its benefits. Some Lodges seem to act, according
to complaints, tyrannically with members in suspending sick pay. Although a man pays his contributions
regularly his sick pay is suspended. Instead of tliis it would ho better to make special levies as a safety-valve.
425. Has any member of an Order the power to recover their sick pay in the event of a Lodge suspending
it ? I know of no means except at common law, and as a rule he is too poor to go to law, especially as he
is almost sure to lose. Of course a Lodge can always increase its contributions to meet demands.
426. You are acquainted with the present Act, are you not 1 Yes.
.
427. Do you know in any special or particular way where that Act is defective? Yes; it is defective in
not defining what can be sued for in Court; presumably defective, because decisions are given against men
who are in arrears for contributions. The Act does not state that contributions can be sued for, but Magis
trates are continually giving decisions for tho management of the Lodges against defaulting members and
Lodges ; and also for the Grand Lodge or district, which is an extreme measure in a Friendly Society.
428. Do you know anything about the working of the Societies in other Colonies or other Countries? I do
not, except from reading tho reports, which aro very voluminous,
429. Could you say from your experience that the present Friendly Societies Act is defective in many parti
culars? Oh, in many particulars that I cannot recollect just now ; something crops up every week that the
Act is powerless to cope with.
430. Mr. Sraith.~\ You consider, then, tliat the time has arrived when new legislation is necessary? I do.
431. You believe the interest and importance of the Friendly Societies in the Colony of New South Wales
sufficient to justify the Government in establishing a Department for the purpose of administering any new
piece of legislation ? I do, as I believe the Friendly Societies abolish a great deal of pauperism.
432. You stated that this is the only return of a complete character since 1878 (Appendix) ? Yes.
433. It only shows the number of existing Lodges ? That is all.
434. Did I understand you to say that you were engaged in the work of preparing a detailed statement
something like this, having reference to two Lodges or Orders 1 Oh, no ; I was speaking of the large detailed
statement which is made every year.
433. Is there any time fixed by which these returns should be sent in ? They should be sent in by the end
of March.
436. What has been the usual practice of these bodies in sending in returns? About the end of August
437. Have you any idea how the delay has occurred ? Through carelessness or neglect:
438. You have made complaints, I suppose—'What has been the character of the replies you have received ?
Silence.
.
439. You have no means under the Act to enforce compliance? We have no such method; but it is
provided that it shall be done under a penalty which we have no means of enforcing.
440. How long would it take to complete the returns for 1880 in the large detailed form you speak of ; I
mean to prepare them so as to be in the hands of the Commission? I am almost unable to cope with the
totals myself.
441. But you suggested that it should be done by some officer from the Statistical Department? I do not
know that I suggested it, but I should be happy to suggest it. I believe it should he done by an accountant.
■142. I simply want to know the time it would take if you had the necessary clerical assistance? One man
at it all the time could do it in a month if he were conversant with figures, but he would have to he near
me for information as to the meaning sought to be conveyed by the Secretary of a certain Lodge or a certain
Order, There are many Lodges working in the Colony which are not registered; and under the 6th section
of the Act the Secretary is liable to a fine not exceeding ,£20 for every sum he receives.
443. Has it readied your knowledge official]}- or otherwise that a number of persons have formed themselves
into a Society, have not registered the Society but have initiated candidates and taken contributions ? No,
it has not come to my knowledge, but through them sending in returns I imagine that Societies have been
working without being registered. There lias always been a difference of opinion whether it is necessary for a
subordinate Lodge in connection with an Order to register its rules; but on appeal to the Registrar it has
been decided that each individual Lodge was to be registered.
444. Have you supplied forms to the various Societies to fill in their returns? Yes, when they have
applied for them.
.
445. Do they apply for them ? As a rule they do.
440. But there are cases in which they do not use the forms supplied? Not now, though they used to do so.
447. Mr. Grcville.] Not looking at the principle of the present Act but at the working of it, you consider
its principal defect to be not making provision for proper returns ? The great defect is that it does not place
in the Registrar’s hands the ]lower to compel the making of returns; it imposes a fine, but does not say
.
how it is to be recovered.
448. But are you aware that the Registrar has assigned a different cause? I am not.
449. Is there any specified month by which the returns are to be made ? In the month of March.
450. When Marcli has expired and the returns have not been received by you, do you send a circular by
way of reminder to the various Societies ? Ido not.
451. Did you say that the Secretaries were largely illiterate men, and tliat yon thought the defectiveness of
the returns arose more from ignorance than from wilfulncss ? Yes, certainly that is my idea.
452. Do not you think, then, that it is a great pity reminders have not been sent? They would doubtless 1
have been sent had there been a staff to do it, but it has been total inability on my part that has prevented
me from doing it.
'
453.
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4-H3. Have forms been sent to the Societies unless asked for 1

Ho.
454. Do not you think the working of the present Act would have been very much more perfect if, prior to
the 31st March in each year, a return form had been sent to all of these Societies requesting that they might
be filled in and returned 1 Certainly.
455. And we should not have the same cause to complain of the insufficiency of the returns i Ho, nor of
the small average returning.
456. When Societies have failed to send in their returns, has any circular been sent to them threatening
them with the penalties of the Act! Ho.
457. Then they have sent them in or not according to their own pleasure 1 Yes. If I have found a Grand
Secretary late, I have sent Mm a friendly reminder on several occasions.
458. Only to the large Societies ? That is all.
459. You spoke just now of the suspension of sick pay—Do you think that power is ever exercised
arbitrarily simply for the purpose of depriving a particular member of his sick pay 1 According to ex parte
statements, yes.
460. Do you have many cases of that nature 1 Yes,
461. And do you believe this often takes place? I do not believe all these statements always; but the
statements being made show the power of the Lodges to do it, and that it is open to a Lodge to do it. Some
Societies have the power in their rules to do it; but I call attention to it now, and Mr. Oliver suggests that
it should be expunged.
_
462. Butin drawing the attention of ’ the Societies to such a clause, or to any other clau sc except as to its
legal bearing, do not both 3rouand the Begistrar exceed your actual duty ? I believe so.
463. In other words, all you have to do is to look to the legal aspects ? That is all—to see'that therequire
ments of the Act are conformed to, and nothing more.
464. And do you therefore consider that great actuarial mistakes might occur in rules which are legally
correct and properly passed by you ? Yes, certainly.
465. Except for the friendly supervision of the Begistrar where he thin la that a Society will not pay upon
certain scales proposed? Yes; for instance, we have had Accident Societies proposing to give greater
benefits on less contributions than other ordinary Societies.
466. Mr. Ifoldsworl/t,] Prior to your appointment, Mr, Oliver had no one to assist him ? Ho one.
467. When you went there tho papers were in a very confused state? Yes; there was simply a certain
number of parcels.
■
_
_
468. You went as Clerk to the Parliamentary Draftsman, but was it not understood that if Mr. Oliver
accepted tho office of Begistrar of Friendly Societies he was to havo a clerk ? 1. never heard tliat. I only
know I never was paid for it, although three parts of my work has been for Friendly Societies.
469. You have found that in a number of cases the management expenses are mixed up witli the expenses
for doctor and medicine ; that is, as I take it, certain Lodges have done this? Prior to 1878 all the Lodges
did it.
_ _
470. Have you ever worked it out to sec whether they did include all their expenses for doctor and medicine
in theso expenses ? In the form sent to us it said “ Management Expenses, including medicine and medical
attendance,” in one sum.
471. There was nothing separated ?• Hot before 1878.
472. There was no return to show what they paid for doctors and medicine? Ho.
473. Then did it strike you that if in other Societies they paid for doctors amt medicine at the same rato as
in the Manchester Unity, they must havo been worked for less than nothing ? Ho ; I do not know.
474. Tliis return then is valueless—no guide whatever? It was valueless in 1878, and naturally would be so
now.
475. Some of the Societies you say register the general rules of the Order, and then their by-laws? Yes.
476. Is it not compulsory that every Lodge or Division should register itself ? Yes.
477. That they register their own Lodge rules? Yes, but some Orders register one pamphlet, including the
general laws, district laws, and the Lodge laws.
■
478. Do not you think it would be a great advantage if all Orders had a code of rules so as to render them
uniform through the various branches ? I do.
479. And that these should be registered by the superior body ? I do.
480. You think a general body should be appointed to finally settle disputes? Yes.
481. Do you know of cases lately where such a provision would have proved of service? Yes.
482. And in one of tliose eases you had to go to Hewcastle? Yos, and the Judge gave no opinion on tho
case, suggesting that it should be referred to me.
483. You have heard of cases where Lodges have suspended sick pay ? Yes.
484. Are you aware that provision is made in the larger Orders that where one Branch runs short it shall be
assisted? Yes, in most of them.
485. Then is it only in the smaller Lodges that you find this suspension of sick pay? Yes.
486. How would you suggest that the difficulty should be met? By levies.
487. Societies you say havo no right to spend their money in law costs ? They have no right to spend money
for anything more than the rules provide.
488. Then however great an injustice might be done, a Society could not defend itself from being robbed ?
Hot under the present Act; but a Board would avoid unnecessary expenditure.
,
489. That is one of the chief defects of the law ? Yes.
490. You were asked whether the Act was defective. Is it your opinion that the Act is so defective all
through that it is not workable in any part? Oh, it is workable in many parts ; tbo compulsory registration,
for instance.
491. 'Which you say you cannot make them do ? Wc cannot get in the returns.
492. Did not you tell us tliat there are a number of Lodges unregistered 1 Yes, I found yesterday that
ei"ht Loyal Orange Lodges had sent in returns, of which only four arc registered.
49\ Then is not the .Act tlioroughly unworkable so far as the Friendly Societies are concerned? It will
bear a large amount of improvement.
494. Does it not grasp at too much and miss ail 1 It misses everything.
'
495. Is it your opinion that there should be a.plain distinct Act for the Friendly Societies?

■
I think so ;
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do not know any tiling of the working of Building Societies, muter tliis Act. I simply pass their rules on to
Mr.
E. L. Scott.
Mr. Oliver and enter them in a book.
496. You think there should be a distinct A.ct for the Friendly Societies ? Yes.
B Dec,, 1S81.
497. Are you of opinion that Lodges or Divisions should have the power to sue for arreami No.
498. As a rule is there not a rule providing for the suspension of members who are in arrears! Yes, after a
certain amount of default.
.
499. And suspended members sustain no benefits! None.
500. Am I to understand that there arc sometimes very excellent members who fall into arrears! Yes. I
understand suing for arrears to be the same as an Insurance Society suing for a lapsed policy.
501. I understand that the Manchester Unity register’s in pamphlet form ? No; makes returns in pamphlet
form.
502. Does each individual Lodge send in a return ? Not to us.
503. Does it send in a return which subsequently reaches you signed ! Only in the printed form.
504. Then each Lodge does not send in a return! No, two or three Lodges which are a little obstinate send
them in.
'
505. Then all you get is a printed form 1 Yes.
.
506. And this is sent in by the Grand Officers! Yes.
507. Arc you aware that in all the Orders the Grand Officers have to receive returns in a more complete
form than you do ? I fancy they must, or they could not work tho Societies.
508. Do you think it would be well if the superior bodies were to register themselves and their rules, and
then the names of their subordinate Lodges, without the separate Lodges having to register! No, I would
make each Lodge register as now,
'
509. Jlfr. Davies.] I understand from your evidence that you consider the present Act defective! I do.
510. Will you kindly describe in wliat respects! Well, in the’first place there is no machinery given to the
Registrar to enforce any of these provisions ; there are no means of ascertaining where Lodges are working
unregistered. 1. would suggest that a new Act should make provision for a reward to an informer the same
as for evidence for an offence against the Licensing Act, so that any one discovering a Lodge working without
registration should ho enabled to prosecute and receive a moiety of the flue,
511. And do I understand that it is only in respect to the matter of registered returns that the Act is defec
tive and requires amendment! I believe it should also insist upon an actuarial table being made, and that
no Lodge should be allowed to adopt a lower table or to give a higher benefit than that contained in that table.
512. Not in any other respect! There is one slight defect respecting Building Societies; when a trustee is
appointed in a Friendly Society lie has to sign a document accepting the trust, but not in a Building Society.
513. We have nothing to do with that; 1 mean in the Act as referring to Friendly Societies; and I would
ask you to what extent you believe the Act to be defective and how should it be amended so as to afford
security to members! I would suggest an official investigation of the accounts of tbc various Societies.
514. How do you consider it defective! In tbc absence of machinery to work the provisions and enforce
registration ; in the non-existence of an official accountant, and in the absence of a staff to do the clerical
part of the work required. I have not looked through tho Act with a view of giving this evidence, because
I expected only to be asked in reference to the working of the office.
515. But you have had some experience of its working! 1 have had all to do with it.
516. And I understand that you pass the by-laws? Yes.
51 7. And send them on to the Registrar? I submit them to him, pointing out anything tliat I- think is
opposed to the principle of the Act.
518. But did I not understand you to say that you passed the by-laws ? I meant that 1! examined them.
519. Is it not the duty of the Registrar to examine them ? Yes ; I give them to him.
520. Is he not the only official known under the Act ? Yes.
521. And he is responsible! Yes.
522. Have you any further suggestions to make to the Commission! None at present; though I would
advocate that contributions should not be sued for.
As the Act at present stands, it is interpreted that
contributions may be sued for, and several such suits- have been successfully maintained.
523. Then it is in your opinion only in these minor matters that the Act requires amending? So far as my
lay mind enables me to read it.
■
■
524. But you do not see any other particular in which it ought to be amended! I cannot recollect any at
present.
525. You stated that the returns were not furnished regularly ? Not as a rule.
'
526. And that tho Act was defective in not enforcing this punctuality ? It prescribes a penalty, but gives
no means of recovering that penalty from defaulters.
527. Can it not be recovered before two Justices? Yes ; but .the Registrar is powerless to do it on account
of having to personally prosecute the defaulters.
He could not, for instance, be expected to go to Wagga
or Bathurst to prosecute.
■
528. But in Sydney there would be no difficulty in obtaining an enforcement of the provisions of the Act,
and aro there not many defaulters there ?
Oh yes ; for in the Sons of Temperance we have only received
ten returns, and there are more than ten Divisions in Sydney.
529. And you could not enforce tho provisions of the Act? Yes, but not without inconvenience.
530. Then the Act would not be defective so far as Sydney is concerned ? No.
531. If* would simply be that the official Head does not take steps in the matter? He cannot; the Act
gives him power, but time does not If the Act gave him power to appoint a deputy to prosecute, it might
be done.
532. Wliat number of Societies have failed to furnish returns during the present year ? I have given a
return, wliieli is rather incomplete now. For tho first time since I have been in office I have been able to
get out the number of registered Societies.
533. Can you tell me the number that have complied with the 45th section ? I can by means of this
return. ■
■
534. Do I understand tliat the return furnishes not only the number of members of every Society, but also
the separate returns of every Order! No.
535. But does not the Act require that? It docs require a return to bo furnished.

536.
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Mr.
536. What Societies have failed? All have failed, to a certain extent.
JS. L. Scott. 537. All the Societies? Yes. This return gives approximately 365 Lodges in existence, of which 161 are
defaulters.
5 Dec., 1881.
538. What Societies do you say have conformed to the requirements of this section ? None of them have,
except the Loyal Orange ; all of their three Lodges have sent in their returns.
539. The Sons of Temperance? They have sent in ten returns out of eighty-six Lodges.
540. Have the Manchester Unity sent in separate returns ? No ; they have been sent in in one return,
541. The Ancient Order of Foresters, have they complied with the section? No, they have not; there are
six defaulters.
.
.
542. And the Royal Order ? According to these returns there is only one defaulter this year.
543. The Druids? They have sixteen Lodges in default.
544. The Guilds ? Of nineteen Lodges nine have sent in returns.
545. The Protestant Alliance ? There are five Jjodges which have not complied with the Act.
540. The Independent Order of Oddfellows 1 Out
~
of sixteen Lodges none have made returns.
547. So that the return which has been furnished to the Commission will not give anything
_ like a correct
view of the working of the Societies 1
The return I have laid on the table to-day simply shows tho number
of Lodges, the place of meeting, and the name of the Secretary.
548. Did I understand you to say that you are preparing a tabulated return showing the working expenses,
amount of funds available for sick benefits, and also funeral benefits ? No, it shows the income, expenditure
under various items, and the balance in hand.
549. Of all the Societies that have been registered ? Yes.
550. When will that return be in the possession of the Chairman ? It is not intended for the Commission ;
It is provided in the Act that it should be laid before Parliament, but it lias hitherto never been done.
551. You said, I believe, that you were in favour of the contribution being uniform ? Yes. if the benefits are
uniform.
552. Now, is it not a fact that many Societies are much lower in their contributions than others J Oh, much
lower.

553. And have you looked at the financial position of these as compared with the others ? I have not. ’
554. Is there anything else you would like to suggest to the Commission in reference to tho working of the
Friendly Societies? I do not think of anything just now.
555. Mr. Abigail.'] Can you tell me how many Lodges, Societies, or Branches have been supplied with the
Registrar’s printed form for 1880 ? I cannot tell you directly ; but all who applied for them have got them.
556. And how do you propose that the people in the far country districts shall obtain them ? I propose that
they should be sent.
557. Has it not been the practice at any time during Mr. Oliver’s term of office to supply them without
application being made ? Not during my time.
558. How many Lodges have sent in returns for 1880, in round numbers? 204 are shown to have done so
by tliis return.
559. These have'sent in returns ? Yes, sir.
560. Have you examined these returns sufficiently closely to state what is the general condition of these
various Lodges ? No, I liave not looked over them witli that object in view.
561. Do any of those you have examined show a profit for 1880 in their receipts ? Some of them have lost.
562. Is there much loss? No, not much.
.
563. That is the result up to the present? I have five or six deficits.
564. You do not know what the case is with others ? No, not yet. When the expenditure is greater than
the receipts during the year I call it a deficit, as I do not include the balance in hand at the beginning of the
year.
565. Then is your work sufficiently advanced to lay the report before Parliament as provided in the Act ?

No.

’

566. Will no report be laid before Parliament then for the year 1880? No, not this year, at all events.
567. You stated that you thought some inducements should be held out to informers to inform against a
Society that is working without registration? Yes, because there is otherwise no protection for the members
of the Society.
568. Are you aware that clause 6 places a penalty of .£20 on any person working or receiving any money
without registration ? I am, and I have pointed it out to several Lodges, and they have registered themselves.
569. Do not you think that that clause, if properly worked by the Registrar, would prevent these Societies
carrying on their work ? No ; because be does not become cognisant of their existence until something crops
up connected with them.
570. I see in the bottom line there are twenty-eight or more put in “ presumably defunct ” ? Yes.
571. You have I presume come to tliat conclusion in consequence of not receiving returns ? In consequence
of not receiving anything since this Act came into force ; there are Societies which were registered before
1839 ; we have the rules, and nothing but these original rules.
572. Are you aware tbat the 45th clause in part II of the Act makes it imperative on these Societies to
send in every five years a return of the rate or amount of sickness and mortality ? ' I know the Act provides
for it.
'
573. Have they ever done tliat ? No.
574. Has Mr. Oliver ever called the attention of the Government to that neglect? Not to my knowledge.
575. Do you think if a return of that kind had been sent out that it would have been of value? Of very
great value as a return of sickness and mortality only; but all these returns when they come in should be
placed under the correction and supervision of some one who understands figures.
576. Do you think if the provisions of this Act bad been administered fairly, apart from the want of clerical
assistance, would it not have been a great advantage—1 mean these provisions for sending in returns with
reference to carrying on without registration, and for sending in the amount of sickness and mortality ? If
these had been complied with it would have been of great value.
577. Mr. NevikavL] Have not some of the large Societies furnished complete returns, or nearly so, for
purposes of actuarial returns—I mean, so that we might get some data from them? I think so; you
certainly could take the Manchester Unity returns, because they are complete.
578. Would you take the tables of the Manchester Unity to form sufficient data for actuarial purposes?
For their own Society, certainly.
579.

i
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079. Are there any other returns of the large Societies complete enough for that purpose ? I think they all
do their best, so far as the separation of the funds will allow; some Societies have a general fund, and expend
trom that general fund in different directions, so that you can never see how any particular fund stands ;
others have a general fund, into which a certain proportion of their subscriptions goes and out of wliich
all funeral donations are paid.
oSO. And those who limit them, do they do that in accordance with the Actl I do not know : it is not in
accordance with the forms of return we send out.
r ° y0lil n0t dra.w their attpr,tion to
' I do, but do not get any further information.
.
' ,e,s 116 ■A-ct &ive y°u arjy power to inflict a penalty on Societies which neglect to give you the returns
m accordance with these forms 1 No.
•
»
^
553. 1 sec according to clause 45 that Societies are bound to send in returns showing the amount of sickness
or mortality ? They do it always ; they always show the deaths and number of the'sick, and the period of
the sickness, and the amount of sick pay,
1
554, -Are you of opinion that the mode adopted by the Manchester Unity of sending in the returns in
pamphlet form is best ? It is best for me and for the office. I think the ruling body of the Orders should
compile the returns and send them m for all the subordinate Lodges; but I would have these returns
attested by the_ signatures of the Grand Officers, and a statutory declaration made that thev were the
returns as sent m by the Lodges.
'

585. Then the liegistrar would never see the returns from the subordinate Lodges at alii The only value
tfiey are is that be may compile a tabulated and complete return of the whole of the Societies registered
under the Act from them.
b
586. But he would only have the authority of two or three individuals for their correctness ? But it would
iliflaig^-rturi^01'0
m0r° COmi,act' M i(: is 1 haw'to g° through every return to make one line in
587 You stated that you had heard of some Lodges breaking up, dissolving! Yes, they have dissolved
with consent; there is provision m the Act that it may be done by five-sixths of the members present; they
have to make a statutory declaration that all claims are settled.
J
588. You do not know of any reason why the Societies have been dissolved!
I have never heard of any
Society dissolving that had not funds in hand to divide.
• >89. \ou have no information of Societies breaking up for want of funds ■
the Grand Lodge taking the
liabilities of their sick members ? That lias not come under my observation.’
590. Lodges that have no bead or governing body in Sydney, how would you act with them if you prose
cuted them f J he only way it could be done would be by the Begistrar or an officer from his office*attending
the town and prosecuting ; but i think that notice should be given to each Lodge, accompanied by a return
foim, a due time before the Lodge is considered a defaulter. I think the 30th of March is too late to send
in returns for the previous year, for they could all be in by the end of January
ruo m,°U T tf-en fchftt
WOu]d t.ake y°u a 1)101111110 tabulate them ! Oh yes, or any person.
OJA 1 bon leaving the Act as it is, you could have the returns ready by the first week in May? Well
they could be hud before Parliament in June if some one had nothing else to do, and the returns were in
trom the Lodges m due time.
093 Mr Sladq ] Can you say how it happened that one Society on that printed return only appears in
such a form that their funds are divided, that the actual working expenses are shown to be 18 per
cent ? Because they did not return on the Registrar's return forms.
If they had sent in their returns
'kr'‘Stnlr S retul'n lorms 1116 medicines and other medical expenses would liave been included
^pirated “w,Iiag<a"eat esPcllses 1
they sent in a return in pamphlet form and they were there
094. Then can you say why you did not send them back as a breach of the regulations ?
(JJiver always accepted them,

Because Mr

■ roc
J;0l,f;'arV]lat “J* breach of the 45th section ? It is a breach of the strict letter of the Act.
ohd. Was that bracket to the other figures in the return when it was used in Parliament ? No, it was nut
there^wlien Mr. Oliver came down to the Commission on the first day.
597. Then you cannot tell the Commission why it was that these returns were not returned as informal?
■f0’ 1 ofumot ’ 1
not instructed to return them ; indeed, I was glad to get them in that form.
^
uot ™e f?ct tllat a11 tlle Societies but one gave in these returns according to the Act place them
at an apparent disadvantage when compared with this one ? It did in 1878, but would not now.
rno 7™ *16 M“ndiester Unity now send in their returns on forms prescribed by the Act ? No
bUO. is it not a fact tliat there are in your office now a large amount of returns sent in properly by these

Societies, which if published would have served very largely the purposes for which this Commission is*
instituted f Oh yes,
.
601. Then are we to understand that it is not the fault of the Societies, but that you have not the clerical
means of furnishing the return ? That is it; though one-half have not made returns—I mean of the
registered Societies.
'
602. Bid any of the Societies protest against or object to the form in which tho returns were called for, and
cause you to alter them? Tcs; they caused the separation of medicines and medical attendance from the
management expenses,
'603 Then it is not the different Societies’ faults tliat they appear in that Schedule in the form they are '
now ? No, it is the fault of the forms issued.
J
004 Boes the Commission understand that if the other Societies had made the same division of their funds
as that of the Manchester Unity you would have accepted that ? I presume so.
with the Act™^ eXamine rUleS S6nt in t0 y0U ’
1 do-- and send them U'-ck until they are in conformity '
606. Has it ever been a rule of your office to accept them at once simply on account of the fact that they
come trom a certain quarter ? No.
J
607. If such a statement has been made, it is not true ? It is not true.
If you bring in the Protestant
theyare ffil TxamhledthCm ^ ^ ^ they ale t])e
aB thoSe rGSi8tered already in pamphlet form ; but
!w8j-Y,0U haV,C fated t0 1!,e Commission that you did not advise the recoveiy of contributions by law ?

tiiink it unjust, because it is punishing a man for relinquishing a benefit
486-I,

609.

I .
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Mr.

609. "Would you recommend that in any new Act there should be no power to recover for contributions?
■
,
,
'^0 ^ou ^l:iow any registered Societies which maintain a pension or superannuation fund ? Yes, there

E. L. Scott. yr0(- ji0 ally extent at all.

ec■,

1 are several; I do not quite recollect what they are.

_

611. I mean a separate pension fund, altogether away from other benefits, to provide for permanently
disabled or aged members ? I think so. Yes, there are several.
■
612. You have given an opinion on the formation of a Board to assist in the settlement of disputes do 1
understand you to mean that it should assist the Registrar as follows :—That a number of persons should he
elected from the Boards of the Societies by the Societies themselves, and that they should be a final Court
of Appeal? I did not suggest that, hut would like to do so, as I think it would be preferable to have
elected delegates.
_
.
613. Do not you consider that a Board of five or sis with the Registrar would be enough ? Certainly.
614. Mr. Gelding.} These returns which you have laid on the table, whence came they? I furnished them ;
they came from the rules and papers of the Societies that are in my office.
_
615. Are vou aware that there arc Lodges connected with some of these Orders that have been in existence
two or three years that are not in that list ? If they are not registered there are. There are Lodges and
Societies which have sent in papers to our office that are not registered.
_
616. Are not the Manchester Unity returns compiled from the returns scut in by the corresponding Secre
taries? Yes, and I strike out the Lodges which are not registered, so that the returns which would be laid
before Parliament would only contain the registered Lodges.
617. You speak favourably of the system pursued by the Manchester Unity in compiling these returns, and
-

say that it would assist yon if other Orders did the same 1 Yes.
6IS. It was also mentioned that you required other signatures. Are you not aware that before they are
sent in to you they are duly audited ? I believe they are, hut I have no proof of auditing. . _
619. There has been a good deal of talk about separate Lodge returns—Are you aware that it is only for the
last year that these returns have not been sent in, that you have not received whole batches of returns ? I ■
am not aware of that, hut no doubt it is correct.
620. Did not Mr. Sutton give you a whole batch of returns tied up ?

I do not remember' that I ever had

anything but the pamphlet.
t
621. I have heard you speak about these arbitrators before; I presume you are aware that toe Manchester
Unity rules are very perfect, and that their Societies have it within their own power to form a Board suffi
cient to deal with all these questions that arise? Not an independent Board—it would be biassed.
622. Are yon are not aware that none of their decisions have been overthrown by the Judges when taken
to a Court of law ? I am not aware of that.
,
623. If such is the case, is it not a very fair criterion that the Societies can manage these things themselves ?
The Judges have said that they do .not care about going into the matter, because they thought that the
governing body of a Society knew better than they did.
_
_
.
624. Do not you think it advisable in framing any new Act that all the specialities relative to medical
benefits should be kept totally apart from the recognised rules of the Lodge ? In some Orders they are so.
625. But not certified to ? Not certified to.
626. Would it not save a vast amount of litigation'if this were done ? The Societies seem to go to law
about vciy trifling matters ; for instance, there was a long dispute between the Druids’ ruling body and
one of their Societies, and in this case they suspended a Lodge because they would not take a corner of the
regalia off or leave it on—I forget which.
_
_
.
1
627. Do not you think this Board of Arbitration would be quite as expensive as law proceedings? I do
not know whether it is part of my province to suggest that the Government should pay the fees of the
arbitrators, but I am of that opinion, as these Societies save so much in pauperism annually.
_
628. I suppose you know that the reason why these quinquennial returns were not sent in was simply that
you had not staff enough to do anything with them when you got them ? Mr. Oliver stated when Mr.
Sutton saw me that the quinquennial return could only be corrected by the annual returns for the five years,
so that unless they had the complete annual returns the quinquennial returns would be valueless.
629. I suppose it is quite within your province to furnish the Commission with copies of the rules of the
Societies ? I cannot allow them out of my office; hut you can get them from the various Orders, and, if
necessary, I can get Mr. Oliver to certify to their correctness.
_
_ _
.
630. Mr. Smith.] During the course of your examination you gave it as your opinion that the Registrar
thought it should be a principle laid down that the tables of fees to be taken from members, and the benefits
to be given, should be included in the rules ? Yes, when formed on an actuarial basis. _
631. In the event of any Society failing to meet its obligations under such a regulation, how would you
recommend them to proceed?

To make provision for a levy.

The Commission then adjourned until .Friday, December 9th.

FRIDAY,
.

9

DECEMBER,

1881.

ftosent:—

JAMES SQUIKE EAENELL,

Esq.,

M.P.,

President.

EDWARD J. RUBIE, Esq.,
JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
JOHN DAVIES, Esq,, C.M.G., M.P.,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
FRANCIS ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
■
EDWARD GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
PHILIP RISBY HOLDS WORTH, Esq.,
PHILIP J. NEWLAND, Esq.
Mr. E.
Schofield.
9 Dec., 1881,

.
Mr. Edwin Schofield sworn and examined :—,
632. President.] You are Secretary to the Manchester Unity Order of Oddfellows ? Yes.
633. How long have you been Secretary ? Only some five or six months—six months probably, not more.
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634. Who was your predecessor ? Mr. G. T. Sutton.
Mr-E635. I presume you are thoroughly acquainted with the working of the Order 1 I ain acquainted with the
^ 6 °*
working of the Order. It was my intention to ask you to allow me to make some explanation before my g
examination is proceeded with, which will probably throw some light on the position I occupy here to-day.
I had formed a notion of my own that the gentlemen composing the Commission would have written to the
various Societies asking them to nominate persons whom they thought should be examined before this Com
mission. Being under that apprehension, I had no idea whatever that I should be summoned upon such
short notice. It was only on Wednesday evening last at 7 o’clock, that I received notice to attend here
’
to-day ; consequently I am in no way prepared to make a statement in regard to the working of the .Friendly
Societies Act. In other respects, however, I ani just as well prepared to answer questions upon two minutes’
notice as upon twelve months’ notice ; but under the circumstances I am quite- unprepared for offering any
suggestion as to alterations or improvements in the Act or in its administration. I have had no opportunity ■
whatever of putting any suggestions of that kind into shape, fully relj-ing as I did upon my impression that
the Commission would have written to the various Societies asking them to each nominate as witnesses
such pemons as they believed would be best capable of giving the required evidence. Although I have only
been five or six months in my present position, I have been connected with and taken an active part in the
working of the Manchester Unity Branch of the Order during the' last twelve years.
My prede
cessor Mr. Sutton died, and the Board, by a unanimous vote, requested mo to take the Secretaryship <pro
tern.
I am, therefore, only Secretary until the next annual meeting, when a permanent Secretary will be
elected.
636. Then I understand from your statement that you have taken great interest in the Order during the
past twelve years, and are thoroughly acquainted with its working % I believe I am. I believe there arc
other men connected with the Society better able to give a statement to this Commission than I am, there
fore I relied in some measure upon the probability of the Commission requesting the Society to nominate a
representative to be examined. At the same time I may mention that I give place to no man in my desire
to have a full and'searching inquiry into this matter. I have received a written notice to produce all books
and papers, but I scarcely know what books or papers are meant.
637. Are you not, as Secretary pro lam., in possession of all the books in connection with this Society ? I
am in possession of the books connected with the Board-room, but not of all the books, connected with the
Society. ■
638. The whole ramifications of the Society are worked through you, are they not 1 Above the subordinate
Lodges. Their ultimate results for the year have to come through me, so far as concerns the making of
members, their financial position, or anything of that kind. So far as the internal working of the Lodges
is concerned, I know nothing.
639. Can you furnish this Commission with a return showing the ages of persons when they joined the
respective Lodges! No. I may be allowed to say this : that Mr. Oliver does not require, or at all events
has never asked for, the ages, and they have never been furnished in the annual returns; but since I
received notice on Wednesday evening 1 have endeavoured to take an average Lodge and strike an average
result.
640. What I want to know from you is whether, as Secretary of the Manchester Unity, you have not got
recorded or enrolled in your books the ages of the members of the Order when they were initiated into the
Lodges, their occupations, and also the ages at death of those members who have died 1 There is not the
slightest record in my office giving any information of that kind.
641. Do you mean to say you have no record at all of that kind ? None whatever.
642. Is it not a fact that under your rules persons upon joining your Order have to make a declaration as
to their ages or occupations 1 Yes.
643. Have you not got those declarations ? No.
644. Have the District Lodges that information! Yes, I believe so.
645. Do they not forward returns embodying that information to you as the representative of the Grand
Lodge 1 No.
1
■
646. Then you can give us no information as to the ages respectively of the members of the Manchester
Unity, either in the Grand Lodge or the subordinate Lodges, and you have no record whatever of the ages
of those members wbo have died 1 Not the slightest.
647. No information whatever! No information whatever on that point.
648. You have got a fixed scale of fees, have you not! Yes, for everything.
*
649. Upon what are. those fees based! They are not based on any given principle or groundwork in any
shape whatever. The fixed scale is decided upon by what is known as the Annual Movable Committee.
'
650. Then the Annual Movable Committee has independent power in fixing that scale of fees 1 Yes.
651. And the contributions! Each Lodge decides what contributions shall be paid, so long as the decision is
not contrary to the general law.
652. What is the general law? Buie 109 of the “Amended Buies for the Government of the New South
Wales Independent Order of Oddfellows in connection with the Manchester Unity, Oddfellows’ Friendly
Society, adopted at the Annual Movable Committee held on Wednesday and Thursday, March 31st and
April 1st, 1880,” states that “Every member shall pay his contributions, which shall not be less than
fid. per week, clear to the Sick and Funeral Funds of the Lodge to which he belongs.” The money thus
subscribed must not be touched for any other purpose than that stated in the rule just read.
653. As I understood from your answer that you have no information as to the ages of persons when they
become members of the Order, and no information as to the ages at which members have died, or the general
death rate of the Order, upon what principle are these contributions calculated ? I could not answer that
question.
'
654. Will you be kind enough to put in for the information of the Committee your rules and regulations in
respect to this matter! Yes, here is our general law, the only law I have any authority over. (Amended
Kulos adopted at A. M. C., 1880, N.S.W. produced.)
655. What authority have you or the Grand Lodge over these district or local Lodges? We see that their
laws are in conformity with the general laws—that is the power we have over them.
656. Have you no power to deal with them in reference to their local funds? No.
657. Supposing that one of those Lodges became as it were insolvent, in what position would the Grand
Lodge be to that Lodge ? I have never known a Lodge become insolvent, but, dealing with the same matter,
I
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I might refer to an instance ■which came under my notice since I Lave been in office. A Lodge known as
the Karrandera had closed, but it was not for want of funds, as your question would lead one to suppose was
the only cause of the dosing of Lodges. They had an average of something over £12 per member. Their
reason for closing was their inability to get sufficient number of members to work the Lodge. When they
have got into a difficulty of that kind, it is their duty to throw' the whole of their funds, books, ic., into their
district, which will then grant them district clearances, giving them the same rights and privileges in the
Unity as if they had drawn their clearances from one Lodge with the view of placing them in another under
ordinary circumstances.
658. What responsibility has the Grand Lodge in respect to these subordinate Lodges, in the event of these
subordinate Lodges not being able to meet their engagements? That question in some measure bears on
the previous one, inasmuch as they are desired to keep together so long as they can get sufficient members,
and in the event of their being unable to do that, or get sufficient funds, they can throw1 the whole responsi
bility upon the district. So long as they comply strictly -with their own laws tho district will take the
responsibility.
659. Are not all these subordmato Lodges, as I may term them, represented at tho annual meeting of tho
Grand Lodge? That will require some little explanation, inasmuch as at our annual meetings Lodges are
not represented, but what are known as districts are represented. The Lodges nominate persons to the
respective districts, each district makes its choice according to the provisions contained in our laws of those
who are to represent that district. Consequently, at the annual meeting, districts and not Lodges are
directly represented.
•
660. Will you define what a district is ? A district is a body who make application to our annual meeting
to be allowed to form themselves into a district. If their application is entertained, they and those who
like to join them comprise that district, and they then make internal levies, which contributions cover every
thing. They then make levies on the Lodges in the district, with the view' of making provision for claims
for funerals and of widows and orphans. Those are the objects of a district.
They have the power of
levying what the Committee may decide is the amount that shall be claimed from the various Lodges per
member for the Funeral and Widows’ and Orphans’ Funds.
661. A district, then, may comprise one or more Lodges? A great number of Lodges. There are, for
instance, over fifty Lodges in the Sydney district.
662. Taking the Byde Lodge, for instance, as a recently established Lodge, what position does it occupy in
connection with the Grand Lodge—does tho Grand Lodge incur any responsibility in respect of that Lodge,
the payment of its fees, contributions, funeral expenses, and so on ? The Grand Lodge never comes in
direct dealing with any individual Lodge. All correspondence, or attempts to approach the Grand Lodge,
must be through the district.
663. Do individual Lodges send any representatives at all to the Grand Lodge? Ho.
664. Are you quite positive about that ? Quite positive,
,
665. But you say you have only had five or six months’ experience in connection with the Grand Lodge?
1 have never said I have not had much experience. I have been five months acting as Secretary of the
Grand Lodge ; but I have had twelve years’ experience of the working of the Society, and I say again,
without any hesitation, that individual Lodges are in no way represented in the Grand Lodge.
They must
act through their districts, those districts being represented. As some slight illustration of there being no
direct connection between the Grand Lodge and the subordinate Lodges, I may state that no officer of a
subordinate Lodge is allowed to stand for election as an officer of the Grand Lodge, and the Corresponding
Secretary must be a Past District Officer to stand his poll as an officer of the Order.
666. Well, as I understand, you cannot give us any information or prepare any return showing the ages at
which persons have been initiated into your Order, the ages of those members who have died, and the ages
of those persons who are now in the Order—you have no record of that kind? Hot the slightest; it does
not come ■within the scope of my duties at all.
667. If a person dies in connection with the Order, do you not want some certificate in reference to his age
at death, or some notification of that kind ? Ho.
668. Is the money from the Society’s funds paid to his widow without any inquiry or examination whatever?
Ho; on the contrary, a most searching inquiry is made.
669. What does that inquiry consist of 3 The inquiry is out of my official cognizance altogether.
670. And you cannot furnish a return giving any information as to the ages of members of tho Order under
the direction of the Grand Lodge of which you are an officer ? We have no record of their ages either at the
time of the admission or the death of members.
671. Then upon what basis can you form this funeral fund ? I have nothing to do with the funeral fund ;
the district officers decide that.

672. Upon no data whatever 1 I could not say, not being a district officer.
673. Can you tell me at all upon what data these fees are fixed 3 I could not give any data whatever, beyond
this fact, that a majority of the District Committees decide that a certain amount shall be paid in certain cases.
674. Are there not certain donations in connection with the initiation of members paid to the respective
Lodges in accordance with the ages of the persons initiated ? Yes.
675. I presume they are calculated upon some basis—for instance, a person of twenty-one would have to pay
loss than a person of forty ? In regard to initiation they do. There is a sliding scale of initiation, but we
have no sliding scale of contributions in this Colony.
*
676. Then how is this sliding scale of initiation fees calculated 1 As far as my own know’ledge goes there is
no basis of calculation. The matter is one of opinion as to what they think they shall charge.
677. Do you mean a matter of opinion with the Grand Lodge or the subordinate Lodges ? The Grand Lodge
lays down the minimum scale of charges for initiation, no Lodge being allowed to take less than that amount.
They may charge twenty times as much, but in no case can they charge a penny less.
678. Will you tell me this, then: that if I were an Oddfellow, belonging to your fraternity, and I died, you
would pay the funeral donation and expenses without knowing my age? Ho, I do not say that. There arc
records kept, but what I say is that I have not possession of those records.
679. Who keeps those records? Hie Provincial Corresponding Secretary of each district. I am Corre
sponding Secretary for all the districts. Each of such District Officers has a number of Lodges within his
jurisdiction, and the whole of the Districts ai‘e within our jurisdiction.

680. Is it within your knowledge as Grand Lodge Secretary that Lodges have lent money from one fund to
another ?
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another ? As a matter of fact I cannot say it is, but as a matter of general remark I have heard it
Mr. E.
stated so.
_______
Schofield.
?U 'iavri
118 already tllat y°u ^iave
given tliis matter sufficient consideration to enable you to nCT“A'“’,*\’
afford the Commission any information as to the direction in which any amendment of the law might be 9 Dcc” 1881,
made? les,
jo
6S2. Will you then put in for the information of the Commission all the documents you are able to produce
relative to the particular Order which you represent—such documents, for instance, as the rules, by-laws,
regulations, and sucli original documents as may be available and likely to prove of any service to the
Commission? Acs. These rules which I have already produced arc the only rules which you can have
trom me. I nave not brought my books, simply because those books are of such a character that they could
not possibly give the Commission any information. I make such levies as may be decided upon by the
Annual Movable Committee, and my books are merely rough day-books giving detailed information in
reference to matters of that kind, but no information in reference to tho principles, financial or otherwise,
upon which the Order is worked. So far as the internal working of the Society is concerned, these books
wffl throw no light whatever upon the matter. The Annual Reports are, I think, the only documents
givmg information of that general character. I produce a printed copy of the “ Report and Proceedings of
the Grand Annual Movable Committee of tho New South Wales Independent Order of Oddfellows,
Manchester Unity Pnendly Society, held at the Oddfellows’ Hall, Albury, on Wednesday and' Thursday,
April 20th and 21st, 1881.” (Jteport pro&iced.)
683. Your annual returns embody the returns of the subordinate Lodges which you supply to the Registrar
General? Yes.
“
1
°
684. Do you ever inquire into the stability or non-stability of these subordinate Lodges when they send in
their returns—in other words, do yon ever have those returns verified ? The Auditors go over them. The
subordinate Lodges very often send in their returns in a very incorrect manner, inasmuch as they often mix
up the returns of the money paid on medical accounts with the money paid on management accounts.
Dealing with that very question 1 made a few remarks at the A. M. C. at Albury. On page 7 of the report
whmh I liave just put in, in the course of the Grand Master’s address, the following remarks appear:—
In referring to our disbursements during the year we have paid MfU 19s. IHd. to the management
tunds and in reference to this item I may say it frequently occurs that returns are m with the amounts that
nave been paid for medical comforts entered under the head of management. Nothing can be more erroneous
or misleading, as medical advice and medicine arc a portion of our benefits and not management/’
685. Can you tell the Commission what amount of money you have to the credit of the Manchester Unity?
According to our last returns, as printed in the report 1 have just put in, under the head of “ Summary of
Lodge and District Funds,” appears the statement that the «gross value of Lodge and District Funds”
amounted to 1176,658 9s. 7£d. That of course refers to this Colony only.
686. But arc the ramifications of the_ Society connected with any other Country or Colonv ? So far as the
internal interests of the Society in this Colony are concerned we are independent of outside control: but we
possess the rights and privileges of throwing clearances into other Branches of the Unity in other Countries
and m that way wo are connected in every sense with tho Branches of the Unite elsewhere Wo have’
however no financial connection whatever, being perfectly free to regulate our own expenditure and manage
the .Institution as we think best. Fraternally, however, wo arc in every way connected with tho members
ot the same Order in other Countries.
‘
687. To return to the subject m hand : can you tell me, as against this money which you have credited the
bociety m this Colony with, what are your liabilities in reference to claims upon the sick funds, and, bearing
in mind what the death rate is, what are your probable liabilities ? As I stated before, each Lodge makes
its own arrangements in regard to contributions, and in like manner they make their own arrangements in
regara to sick pay ; but the average in regard to the latter benefits would be a payment during the first six
months of the members illness of one guinea per week ; 15s. per week during the second six months. In
many cases, of course, these rates of payment vary more or less. They then call out the Committee and
take the matter into consideration, and if they find that the sickness is likely to be permanent they endea
vour to make some mutual arrangement under which they allow the sick member so much per week and
eoa
PenBlt.hlm to fo]low some light occupation, if lie is able, while he is receiving this pay.
’
688. My question dealt with a larger question than you are dealing with. You have a certain amount of
money to your credit, ami in reference to this income to the credit of the subordinate Lodges I wish you to
give the Commission some information as to the probable liability that would be cast upon the Grand Lodge
according to the death rate and rate of sick pay in connection with the subordinate Lodges ? I have already
endeavoured to point that out. 1 can go through the whole of the accounts and see what our actual liabili
ties are; but that would be a work of considerable time. I liave already explained what would be the
average liabilities in connection with tho Lodges.
689. What I want to get at is this—whether you would lie likely to be able to meet your engagements if an
emergency should arise and exceptionally heavy claims be made upon your funds? I can only say that so
iar as concerns the liabilities in connection with sick payments, the statement have already made is a fair
average statement. After that we come to the funeral liabilities.
690. What was the total expenditure for the year you liave just referred to? £25,555 19s. 51dA
691. What was the income for that year ? The total income was £39,207 1UB.
16s. t3d,, as set forth
tho
“ Summary of Income” in the “ Report and proceedings of the A. M. C. ” for 1881.
692 Mr. Smith.} You are Corresponding Secretary in connection with the various districts of the Manchester
Unity Order m New South Wales, are you not? Yes*
693. You are constantly in communication with these various districts which are connected with the Sydney
district?_ Yes, with the various districts in connection with the Grand Lodge.
694. It is, then, I understand, simply your business to conduct the correspondence between the Grand Lodge
and those various districts? Yes.
*
695. You have nothing whatever to do with financial matters in connection with the Manchester Unitv ?
Only so far as receiving the financial returns.
696.
* Note.—From this total is omitted the item “District Fund Levy, £2,184 5a 5d ” In the ‘ Summary of Expend!turo, ’ in the report of the A.M.C. for 1SS1, the “ Total Expenditure” is given as £27,730 14a; Sd,

so

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

696. Those financial returns are supplied to you from those districts that you referred to ? Yes, having first
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_
_
_
n
697. How many districts are there in connection with your Order in this Colony ? Kine.
_
_
ee'’
1 698. Those districts constitute at various periods a sort of Grand Council, which takes into consideration all
matters relating to the Order in this Colony ? Yes.
^
699. Those Councils arc known as Grand Annual Movable Committees! Yes.
' 700. Are they paid for the services they render at such times as they meet 1 Yes.
701. From what source do they receive such payments! From the Management Fund.
702; That is, that each district will levy upon its subordinate Lodges a certain fee in order to meet the
expenditure in connection with the Movable Councils 1 Yes.
_
703. Is it a special levy! No. Special levies are made for the District Funeral Fund and the District
Management Fund, and from the latter are paid all necessary expenses of the District and Unity levies made
by the A. M. C.
,
704. Then it is a fact that a special levy is made upon the members of the subordinate Lodges for defraying
the expenditure in connection with the Annual Movable Committees 1 No, it is not a fact.
705. Then how is the money supplied ? As I said before,.from the District or Management Fund.
706. What is that fund 1 It is not a special fund for this purpose, but for general management purposes.
This levy is not only for meeting charges in connection with the Annual Movable Committee, but also for
other matters, such as postage stamps, stationery, &c.
_
_
_
707. From you position as Grand Secretary, are you in a position to give any information as to the internal
working of the Order generally ? Yes, if you mention any particular portion of the working of tho
Order.
.
708. Can you supply the Commission with the number of persons enrolled as members of your Order ! Yes,
up to last December.
_
709. Can you supply a statement of their average ages! I have already answered that question.
710. There is a Secretary, also, in connection with each of the districts! Yes.
(
711. Mr. Abigail] I understand that your portion of the Order of Oddfellows is governed by a Committee
composed of deputies appointed by districts as provided in the general laws, and that the Committee of
Management consists of a Board of Directors and the officers of the Order, called the Grand Master, the
Deputy Grand Master, and the Corresponding Secretary 1 Yes.
712. You are now acting as Corresponding Secretary ? Yes.
'
713. You deal with business only coming through your distnets! Yos.
_ _ '
'
714. How are those officers of your portion of the Society elected ? They are elected by a majority at the
annual meeting of the Movable Committee.
,
715. Any applications for districts liave to be made to your portion of the Society i Yes.
716. How often do your Board of Directors meet ? I could not do better than refer you to the law on that
point. As a matter of fact, it is optional how often they meet; but they must not meet less than twice a
year; they may meet as much oftener as they think fit.
717. Do the Directors receive payment for their services ? Yes.
_
_
718. How much! The officers of the Order and Directors are allowed their travelling expenses, on the
following scale :—Sydney, 2s. 6d.; Parramatta, 5s.; Newcastle, 35s. : Hunter Kiver, 40s.; Gou!burn and
Bathurst, 60s. ; Braid wood, 100s. ; Riveriua, 100s.; and Tamworth, 100s.
719. How are the costs of the A, M. C.’s paid! They are paid from the District Fund of each respective
district.
_ _
720. You have, I suppose, a notion of what is "the percentage of cost thus borne by each district! Yes ; I
have here a statement which I have prepared showing the cost of these A. M. C.'s. This printed statement
shows the cost of the A M. C/s from 1875 to 1881, the number of members of the Order, the number of
deputies, and the average cost per member in each of those years, together with a supplementary statement,
showing the cost of A. M. C.’s from 1875 to 1881, both years inclusive, for .attendance of officers of tho
Order, and Auditors, and testimonial and charitable costs, &c. (Document produced.)
_
721. I find in that statement that tlie average cost per member for the A. M. C. held at West Maitland was
3|d.—was that correct ? Yes.
722. Referring to the Sydney District, what was the average cost per member for the A M. C. held at
Parramatta in 1876, and the percentage for the Sydney district! The average cost per member was l^d.
The percentage I could not state. I may he permitted to add that I have been requested to hand this docu
ment in, so that the members of the Commission may have the full information before them.
723. Mr. Hokhworih.] May I ask what is this document—has it been supplied to other members of the
Commission as well as Mr. Abigail! I have just handed in the document for the information of the
Commission.
724. Mr. Gelding.] Is this an official document, or is it a document which you have merely prepared your
self for the information of the memhers of the Order? Strictly speaking, it is not an official document.
725. Mr. Abigail.] Have you eve)- held any other position in connection with the Manchester Unity Order of
Oddfellows! Yes, I liave held every position in connection with the Society. 1 was a Lodge Officer for
^ seven years, a District - Officer for two years, Deputy Grand Master for a year, and Grand Master for
another year.
F
726. Have you any knowledge of the nature of the annual returns sent up by the various Lodges from year
to year? Yes.
.
727. Are they always sent in correctly? Very frequently they are incorrect.
728. In what way are they incorrect? The management expenses and the expenses for medical benefits are
jumbled up together in many of the returns that arc furnished.
'
729. Do your Lodges generally send in the returns as required? In some instances they have not done so.
730. Do you inflict a penalty in such cases of neglect? We generally fine the neglectful Secretary and tho
Noble Grand a guinea each, and, as a rule, that ha*s the desired effect..
731. Under what authority do you inflict that penalty? We take our power from our own general laws,
which are certified to by the Registrar.
■
732. Has the Registrar evpj’ tsJjen any action in cases of neglegfe, such as that mentioned by you? Not
that I am aware of.
’ ^
733.
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733. So far as your knowledge goes, the Registrar makes no distinction between the Lodges that comply with
Schofield.
the Act and those who do not ? ITo, he treats them all alike, so far as 1 known
734. Do you attach any importance to those returns ? I attach groat importance to them, so far as they are
9 Dec., 18Si.
useful in showing the increase in. the number of members, and information of that kindbut I do not attach
any importance to them as showing the financial position of- the Society, for this reason : There may be
a Lodge with 400 memhers, averaging forty years of age, and with funds to the value of .£4,000, and there
may be another Lodge with tho same number of members averaging twenty years of age, and with funds
amounting only to £2,000; yet it is just possible that the Lodge with only £2,000 may be in a better
position than the other, double that amount of funds, because in that case youth means capital.
735. What is your opinion as to the powers or operations of the Friendly Societies Act—does it answer all
the purposes for which it was intended ? I have already answered that it does not in some respects, but I
am not prepared on the spur of the moment to fully state the exact particulars in which I think it is defective.
736. Is there any large amount of your funds expended in regalia? A very small amount indeed.
737. Is any large amount of the funds contributed for sick benefits expended in regalia? None whatever;
the expenditure in that respect does not amount to an average of Id. per member per annum, and is paid
from the Management Fund.
738. Can you give any idea of the amount of sickness in the Lodges, the number of members sick, and the
rate of mortality 1 I can do so; that is one of the provisions of the returns. I will draw up a statement and
append it to my evidence.
739. .Will you also add the data, if there be any, as to the rate of mortality in the various districts of the
Colony ? I will.
7 40. Do you find any difference in the rate of mortality in the mining districts as compared with other
or agricultural districts? The way that our districts are arranged wc liave no geographical boundaries,
therefore nearly the whole of the districts comprise both agricultural and mining populations. Speaking
from memory, 1 may say of the Nevreastle distinct—which is clearly a mining district—I may say that there
the rate of sickness is greater than in the agricultural districts. However I will endeavour to give that
information more definitely in the appendix to my evidence.
>
■
741. Do the members of the Order pay according to a sliding scale of contributions? Not in New South
Wales.
742. Does each Lodge have the right to fix the scale of contributions ? Yes, so long as the rate is not less
than 6d. per week contribution to the Sick and Funeral Fund.
743. Can you give us the highest and lowest contributions ? The lowest amount paid is Is., and the highest
is Is. 7Jd. per week.
'
744. What are the benefits as against those contributions—are the benefits uniform? In like manner the
Lodges regulate the benefits they confer in return for the various contributions. In the Lodge in which the
rate-charge is Is. 7^d. the sick pay is 20s. per week, besides tbe funeral benefits; but I may add that the
Is. 7^-d. is an exceptionally high charge.
■
745. Does the Is. Lodge give the same benefits? Yes.
746. In funeral as well as sick benefits? Well, the funeral benefit in the Is. 7£d. Lodge is actually less
than the funeral benefit in the Is. Lodge.
747. Is there any general fund in the hands of the Districts or the Grand Master or Board of District
which, in the event of any Lodge failing to meet its engagements, could be come upon for sick pay and
other benefits? Any Lodge being unable to meet its liabilities has only to .comply with the rules under
which it exists, and the members would be taken under the wing of the district by way of clearance, just in
tho same way as if the members obtained their clearances from that Lodge and threw them into another Lodge.
748. Suppose a man was an aged man, and the other Lodges refused to accept his clearance, as they have
the power to do when a man is over 40 .years of age, what would become of that member ? He could still
remain on the district or become a Unity member.
•
749. Would that in any way interfere with his receiving his benefits? Not in the slightest degree, so long
as he complied with the laws.
750. How are the contributions to the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund regulated? They are regulated by the
■members of the District Committee. In some districts they have a fixed sum for the Widows’ and Orphans’
Fund; in other places they have a fluctuating levy,
751. Can you state what is the amount of funds now to the credit of the Widows’and Orphans’Fund ?
Up to last December it was £11,863 7s, 0£d.
752. And what was the amount of the Funeral Fund ? On the same date the amount was £8,044 2s. 6£d
The combined capital of the District Management Funds is £834 15s. 7d. The levies made for that fund
are simply just enough to pay working expenses; there is no desire to accumulate capital in connection
with that fund.
753. What is the liability against the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund 1 Each district manages its own affairs
as to its liabilities. In several districts the liabilities on the death of a member are £20, with a sliding
scale of from £10 to £30 from the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund. Some districts, on the death of a mem
ber’s wife, pay £15.
754. President.] I suppose those rules which you liave put in speak for themselves without any necessity for
lengthy explanations ? Yes.
755. And the reports and statements as to tho working of the Order are complete in themselves, and can be
examined and understood by the members of the Commission ? Yes ; but I must again say, in reference to
that statement of my own which I put in, showing the cost of the A, M. C.’s, that it is in no way official, and
is on my own authority.
756. Mr. GreviUe.] ‘When you said you could not give the ages of the members of your Order, did you wish
it to be understood that there was no such record, or that in your capacity as Grand Lodge Corresponding
Secretary you could not get it ? I meant that in my present official capacity I could not get it.
757. Is there a faithful record of that character kept? Yes; we have a record, .and the compilers of it are
liable to be expelled if it is not true.
75S. Is the record of the ages of the members made up by the individual Lodges? Yes; the ages are
taken at the initiation of members. Each member then signs a declaration to the effect that he resigns all
benefits if it is proved to be false. Even if it is proved after the death of a member that his declaration
has been false the benefits arc forfeited.
759,
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759. Does each individual Lodge fix its own rates of various contributions, independently of any table laid
,jowll by the Order? Yes, each Lodge can decide whether the contribution shall be Is. or 2s. per week,
*? No; they must pay not less than 6d. per week, but as much more as each Lodge deems
necessary.
761. Then I understand your answer to be that the fixing of the rate of contributions is independent of
every rule except that which requires the rate to be not less than 6d. per week i Yes.
•
762. Do any of these Societies make special levies for deficiencies? Contributions are enforced for every
thing in our Society.
'
.
763. Have you known any case in which the contributions did not enable a Society to meet the demands
made upon it? I have no information of any case of that kind. Speaking from memory, I cannot say I
have known such a case. The only case which has come within my own knowledge of a Lodge failing to
exist was tho one I have mentioned, and that .Lodge dissolved with funds averaging £12 per member.
764. Have you ever heard of any Society that could not meet its obligations? No.
765. How long has your Order been in existence in tins Colony ? Forty-two years next March.
766. And the experience of the Lodges up to the present time has been that the contributions levied have
been sufficient to meet all demands? So far as my knowledge goes, that is the case. You will observe that
the very fact I just pointed out that some Lodges levy a heavier contribution than others indicates that they
endeavour to meet their liabilities by increased contributions.
767. Then you have known cases in which Lodges have found it necessary to increase the contributions of
their members in order to be prepared to meet all liabilities? Yes.
768. Have there been any returns, either in the Grand Lodge or the various districts, by which the death
rate of the members could be ascertained ? Yes.
769. Has any actual calculation been made to sliow whether the accumulated funds to which you were
referring just now were sufficient to meet the contingent dcatli rate in the future? None whatever in this
Colony.
770. Have you ever made a calculation yourself? No, because I have had no data to work upon.
771. The data I meant was this : given a certain number of members of a Society of certain ages, and given
a certain accumulated fund, will that fund be sufficient to meet what may be the death rate for the next five
years ? I could give you some information on that point, but I should require time to prepare it. So far as
this Colony is concerned, there has been no actual statement of that kind prepared. From our own experience
as a Society in other parts of the world I could show what they should have.
772. Has the Grand Lodge ever called-in an actuary to seo whether tbe accumulated.surplus of previous years
was sufficient to meet probable contingencies ? Not in this Colony.
'
773. Has it been done in England ? Yes.
774. What was the result there? The result there was that very few Societies were found to beinasolvent
condition.
775. Did it not induce the Legislature there to step in and compel the adoption of a different financial
system? Speaking of my own Society, we made a voluntary effort to meet the difficulty, and we succeeded.
776. Do you not think, as a matter of prudence, that a similar step ought to be taken here? Certainly
I do.
777. I suppose you know the working of other Orders besides your own ? I know something about them.
778. Do you think sufficient data is obtained by the head Lodges to enable an actuary to make such a
calculation as that to winch we have been referring ? No ; there are not sufficient data for an actuary at
present
779. Then for national purposes these returns are practically useless? So far as they might be depended
upon for finding out whether the Society to which they related was in a solvent condition or otherwise they
are perfectly useless. As I endeavoured to show by tho illustration of the two Lodges, one may have
double the funds per member that the other has, and yet tho Lodge with the smaller amount of funds may
be in a sounder financial condition.
780. If the Lodges of any district fail to make their returns, does the District Lodge call upon them to
furnish the required returns ? The Secretary of the district writes to them, calling their attention to the
neglect, and if they still fail to send in the 3'cturns 1 fine them two guineas.
781. Do you, as a matter of fact, inflict that penalty? Yes; my predecessor has inflicted it, and I
will do so.
782. Do you find that sufficient? Yes; a Lodge once fined in that way remembers the lesson in the
future.
783. If the Registrar of Friendly Societies had taken proceedings against Societies not furnishing their
returns, do you not think the returns in his hands would liave been much more perfect than they are ? I
do not quite understand the question.
784. Do you know if there are penalties that can be inflicted for neglect in furnishing returns? Yes.
785. Have they ever been enforced to your knowledge? No.
186. Could you suggest an improvement upon the form of the return which is now sought for by the Regis
trar ? I think I can suggest an improvement.
787. What is that improvement? Without entering too deeply into details, I should say there should be a
return of the ages of members, because that is the real groundwork of the solvency or otherwise of a Society,
No return of the ages is now made, nor does the Registrar demand it. I would also have the trades speci
fied. A man’s occupation has something to do with a calculation of the liabilities of the Society of which he
is a member.
788. How does the Grand Lodge invest its funds? The Grand Lodge has very little funds to invest; only
sufficient levies are made to keep the work of the Lodge going.
789. How are the district funds invested? They are invested under the direction of trustees. I happen to
be a trustee of £6,000 of the Widows’and Orphans'Fund. We lend the money for good interest upon
indisputable security, such as freehold property.
790. Is it left to the trustees to invest these funds as they like? We have to exercise our judgment,
791. President.] Do you ever invest any of this money in public securities ? I have no knowledge of any
such investment having been made. So far as the funds for which I am a trustee are concerned, they have
never been invested in public securities.
792. You have invested upon security of real property only ? Upon real property only.
793.
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793. Mr. GreviUe.] You are spealiing now only of the district funds? Tlie-Lodge trustees are guided by
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the majority of the Lodge as to the particular mode in which they shall invest their funds,
794. How are the district trustees guided? The district trustees are placed in control of the funds to do the
best they can with those funds. So far as our own district is concerned, we have to exercise our judgment ®
in the matter without authority from any person.
795. Do I understand that you and your co-trustees have laid it down as a rule only to lend upon real
property ? ifes. I might hero he allowed to make what I conceive to be a very valuable suggestion, and
one that I think is surrounded by matters of considerable importance in connection with the Friendly
Societies Act and the lending of moneys. The 32nd section of the Friendly Societies Act gives Friendly
Societies all the privileges and powers of a Building Society, and it is no uncommon thing for Lodges to
exercise all the functions of Building Societies in regard to the erection of halls, it is a matter upon which
1 feel very strongly. A Ttoyal Commission in Victoria made a special recommendation on this point. The
facts arc these : the Commission in Victoria decided that no sum of money should be lent for the purpose of
building halls only so much as they have over and above £10 per member. My experience so far has been
that the investment of money in these halls has been a good investment, and has turned out satisfactory in ■
every way and shape ; but there is no disguising the fact that these investments are surrounded with liabi
lities that in no way belong to Friendly Societies.
796. Do you know of any instance in which the trustees have invested the funds in anyway contrary to the
manner laid down in the Act? I know of no such instance whatever.
797. With respect to accumulated funds, your accumulated funds are merely the accumulated surplus of
previous years ? Yes.
‘
798. How is that invested? That is the portion of the funds which they do invest.
799. Arc the contributions to the Management Fund kept separately from the Sick Funds and the Widows
and Orphans’ Funds? Yes.
’
S00. By each Lodge? Yes.
SOL And by each district ? Yes802. 'Then in tliis Order, provided the accounts arc kept faithfully, it would be impossible to touch either
the Widows and Orphans' Fund or the Sick Fund for expenses of management without it being generally
known? It would be a clear violation of tkc general law.
803. In a Society such as this, if the accounts are kept properly, there can he no jumbling of tbe Manage
ment and Sick Funds ? No. There is no jumbling so far as I know except in tbe making of these returns.
Some Secretaries look upon the amounts winch they have paid for medical officers as a portion of the manage
ment. Tbe contributions to tbe Sick and Funeral Funds are kept separate.
804. Then how are they mixed up ? Well, money that has been paid for medical fees and medicines has in
many eases been jumbled up with the actual amounts paid for expenses of management.
805. A very unfavourable impression lias been created upon the public mind by the publicity given to a.
return showing the very large, expenditure in connection with management; do you know the return to
which I refer ? Yes, it has been explained that that was merely an error in making out the accounts.
The returns from many of thc country Lodges are often very imperfect.
806. Was that merely an error, or were the two funds really mixed up? We keep the two funds clear and
distinct; but in connection with management the medical fees and cost of medicines have been paid out of
the Management Fund.
- 801. Then how is that keeping the payment for medicines and medical attendance separate from the manage
ment ? I never said anything of the kind.
808. Do you think the payments for medical men should be charged to tbe Management Fund 1 I think
those payments should have some separate head, the same as the Funeral Fund.
809. I understood you to say just now that they were kept separate ? I said nothing of the kind.
810. Your answers hitherto have led me to believe that the expenditure in connection with the Manage
ment Fund was for stationery, ttc., leading me to the conclusion that the Management Fund was applied
wholly and solely for management purposes? When I made the statement you are alluding to I was
answering a question as to the fund out of which were paid the expenses of the A.M.C.
811. Then it is not a fact that the Management Fund is applied solely to the management of the Society?
We divide our contributions under two stated heads. Out of those contributions the sum of not less than
6d. per week per member has to bo paid to the Sick and Funeral Fund, and the rest of the contributions
goes under tbe head of Management.
.
012. Then all payments come out of the Management Fund with the exception of those for the Sick and
Funeral Fund ? Yes, all.
813. Would you be willing to give the Commission tbe benefit of your experience by appending to your
evidence suggestions as to the manner in which the Friendly Societies Act might be improved ? Yes, I
would do so willingly.
'
814. Mr. Hokhiviortk.'] You are what is known as Corresponding Secretary, are you not? Yes.
815. It is the district Lodge that manages the whole of the affairs of the district, and that Lodge has com
munication with the subordinate Lodges ? Yes.
.
816. The subordinate Lodges have communication with the districts in all matters? Yes.
817. You were asked just now about the ages of members—every Lodge has a record of tbe age of each
member when he entered the Lodge ? Yhs.
’
818. Then if the particular age of a member was recorded when he entered a Lodge, and he died while a
member, the mere addition of the number of years he was a member would give bis age at the time of
death? Certainly.
'
819. Then how could you say that you had no record of the ages at which members died ? I never said any
thing of the kind. I said that I individually, in my official capacity, had no record whatever, nor have I.
820. But the subordinate Lodges have ? Yes.
821. And the subordinate Lodges have got a record of the amount of sickness? I have got a record of the
amount of sickness.
822. I understand then that each of the Lodges can fix its own rate of contribution, provided they lay aside
not less than 6d. per week for the Sick and Funeral Fund ? Yes,
823. And I understand that your statistics show the amount of sickness you have? Yes.
.
486—E
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824. If a ease should arise in “which a Lodge was not able to meet its engagements, the members of that
Lodge could be thrown upon the district, could they not? Yes.
825. ITo member could then suffer through the default of his Lodge? Ivo, so long as the-Lodge complied
ec., 1 81.
rules of the Order.
826. You have had great experience in connection with the Order? I have had twelve years’ experience.
827. Your Society has had an experience extending over many years both in this Colony and in the Mother
Country ? Yes.
_
_
828. Are not the rates which are charged supposed to be formed on the experience which your Society has
had of the sick and death rates ? Yes.
829. Do you base your experience on your returns ? In some measure. \Ye have not been having returns
until within the last few years.
‘
830. Those returns are duly audited, I presume ? Yes.
831. And wc may trust them implicitly ? Yes, I should think so.
832. And what about your liabilities ? I have said already that each district had its own liabilities.
833. Those liabilities have never been calculated? Not so far as this Colony is concerned,
834. The amount of expenditure for each year is given under each year ? Yes.
835. "Would not the difference between the expenditure and income give the profits? It might in one way
836. Are you not justified in claiming it as profit when year after year you have a surplus ? I do not
know.
837. Have you known of any of the large Societies that have broken down? No.
838. Do you not think it fair to assume that the rates of contribution are sufficient when a Society goes on
safely from year to year? That is a fair assumption, in the absence of any direct evidence to the contrary.
839. In your Society you have acted upon the principle of the sliding scale ? Yes.
840. In many of the Lodges ? Yes.
'
841. In regard to contributions ? No.
842. Then in reference to contributions you have a uniform rate in the Lodges ? Yes.
843. That is different from the case in England? Yes.
844. Have they the sliding scale generally? Yes.
_ _
845. Can you tell me when that system w'as introduced ? I think it was after the Friendly Societies
Commission in 1874.
_
_
846. I understood you to refer to the Manchester Unity having taken means for overcoming certain
difficulties? Yes, I did.
847. "Was the sliding scale the means they adopted for effecting the purpose they had in Hew ? That was
one of the means adopted,
848. "Was that one of the chief means ? No.
849. Did it prove successful? That, combined with other means, proved successful.
850. Reference has been made to investments—Are not the funds of each particular Lodge invested as each
Lodge itself wishes ? Yes.
851. By their own trustees ? By the vote of the Lodges.
852. The district has nothing to do with that?. No.
853. Yon complain, I understand, that there is very much trouble in the returns from tho charges for
medicines and medical attendance being mixed up with the purely management expenses? Yes.
854. Are you aware that in the returns for 1878 medical expenditure and working expenditure were
marked in the same line ? I believe that such was the case.
855. Then that might account for this mixture that you complain of? Yes.
856. Mr. Davies.'] I gather from your evidence that you have acquired a good deal of knowledge and
experience in connection with the working of Friendly Societies ? Yes.
857. During the time that you have occupied the offices you have named, have you found the present Act
defective in its operations in assuring members of the various Societies—not only your own—of the certainty
of the amount of sick pay, funeral donations, and other incidental benefits provided for in the general rules ?
I believe the Act is very defective in several respects j hut, on the other hand, it possesses many beneficial
powers if they were only put into force,
858. In what particulars do you regard it as defective ? In one respect, in giving Lodges liberty to spend
money on buildings without proper restrictions. Another defect is that parties, after putting into motion all
the juries, as I may term them, of one Society, can run into the District or other Courts and put the Lodges
or the Order to considerable expense in connection with an action which has already been tried by three
different bodies in the Order. Another drawback is that it is not certain what amount of sick pay a person
can claim by belonging to a number of Lodges. There are other defects which I will point out in the
suggestions which I intend to put into writing and append to my evidence.
859. Speaking of persons being members of various Societies, is it your opinion that the principle is bad?
I think the principle is a had one, and that it offers a high premium to persons to impose upon the Benefit
Societies.
.
860. Have you found such to be the case ? I believe I have.
861. Does your general law provide punishment for that violation of the law? Yes.
862. "What is the punishment? Liability to expulsion is the extreme penalty.
863. Can you tell me what was the average sickness of the members of your Order for a period of ten years
I dare say I could provide you with that information; at all events I will go back as many years as I can
to get the information.
864. President] "Will yon get this information in reference to all the different Lodges ? I will if I can.
865.. With regard to the ages, could you not get returns from each of the District Lodges? I have no power
to compel the furnishing of such returns.
_
866. Mr. Davies.] With regard to the returns, you know, I presume, that the 45th and 46th sections of the
Act compel the furnishing of returns to the Registrar ? Yes.
867. According to the 45th section it should be an annual return from each individual Society. What has
been the practice in your Order ? We have issued return forms to the various districts, and they have
re-issued them to the Lodges, and wc thus obtained the necessary information from the districts through the
Corresponding Secretaries of Districts. From these returns I have compiled the statement presented to the
Commission.
868.

Schofield,
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868. Do you consider that a return furnished in that -way is in conformity ■with the Act 1 Our general law
says they are, and the Jtcgistrar says they are in conformity -with the Act, and I believe they are strictly Schofield.
in conformity with the Act.
9 Dec., 1881,
869. Have you read the 46th section of the Act ? Yes.
870. In many cases, I understand, the Act is not complied with 1 Yes, there are cases of clear violation of
the Act.
■
871. The returns have been irregular and incomplete, and consequently of little value? Of a great deal of
value, but incomplete. They are of value as showing the number of members and the amount of funds in
hand.
87 2. What has been your practice in cases where the accounts have been mixed in the manner you have
described? We have communicated with them with the view of finding out what they have paid their
medical men, divided the accounts, and sent the returns back, and we have kept on that system until it has been
almost too late to get our returns printed,
873. Has the Grand Lodge power to fine them ? Yes, the Grand Lodge impose a fine of two guineas.
874. I understood you to say that the general Funeral Fund in the district Lodge-------? Each district
manages its own Funeral Fund.
875. Are the benefits uniform? No.
876. Are the initiation fees uniform ? No, so long as they are not below a certain scale.
877. Of course the returns with which you have promised us will furnish us with information more in
detail ? Yes.
1
878. Are you quite clear as to the 45th section of the Act and the mode there prescribed ? I lake it that
that is quite correct. Our rules prescribe the mode.
879. Then if that principle -would apply, would not the registration of the Grand Lodge rules be sufficient
for all purposes ? The rules, of course, are subject to whatever Act may be in force.
880. You do not register separately and distinctly for all the subordinate Lodges? The Corresponding
Secretaries of Districts do that. The by-laws of a Lodge arc submitted to tho District Corresponding
Secretary to see if they are in accordance with the district laws, and ho passes them on for the Registrar when
a district wants to alter its rules. I have to certify if the alteration is in conformity with the general law.
881. Would it not be better to have a uniform system of rules and by-laws ? I do not think so, from my
experience in another Society.
882. If you had a uniform system of by-laws for these subordinate Lodges, one registration would be
sufficient ? No, because we would have to certify each Lodge separately. It might, of course, have been
sufficient. This is the first time, I believe, I have heard a suggestion of tliis kind, and if it could be carried
out should reduce the cost of management.
883. Might you not have another tribunal to which to refer matters in dispute ? I could not suggest a
better than that which already exists. If any person has a grievance of any kind, he can bring it before a
summons meeting of the Lodge, then before the District Committee, and he can then take it to the Grand
Master and the Board of Directors, the representatives of the various Boards of the Colony. My opinion is
that that should he tho tribunal, and that it should be conclusive.
.
884. Then you do not think it desirable that Lodge disputes should appear in the District Courts ? Certainly
not.
885. Have you had a case of that kind ? Yes, a case occurred not long ago in which a man was brought
before Ids Lodge and expelled. Then he took the matter to the District Committee, by whom the decision
was upheld. He then took the matter to the Grand M’aster, and failing to get satisfaction there he carried
the case before a District Court Judge, by whom the original decision was upheld. The result was that the
Order had to put up with a loss of f'72 for expenses, for which they were never able to get the money.
886. Under what head would you charge those expenses? Under the head of management.
887. Under the present Friendly Societies Act have you power to enforce payment of arrears of contributions
on the part of members ? Yes.
888. Do you think that a wise provision ? No.
'
889. Would you suggest an amendment? I would suggest that members in arrears should be permitted to
run out, because 1 believe that one of the most profitable sources of income is derivable from the payments
of members who were permitted to run out. As the law stands at present, I believe if you could recover for
twelve months a person could claim for twelve months. A member twelve months in arrears can be
readmitted upon payment of all arrears, and be in just the same position as he was before he went out of
compliance. The gentleman -who succeeded Mr. Tidd Pratt as Registrar of the Friendly Societies in England
positively declined to register rules of Friendly Societies containing such provisions.
890. Do you think the present arrangements for registering Friendly Societies are sufficient for all purposes ?
No, I do not think them at all sufficient. Speaking on that point at our Annual Movable Committee at
Albury I said—“ A Commission such as I refer to could recommend a new and more effective Friendly
Societies Act, or else infuse life into the present one, for I cannot help thinking that the present Friendly
Societies Act is a dead letter, and that the chief functions of the Registrar seem to be the keeping of a
guardian eye on the sums to be paid for the honor of his autograph ■ for I will venture to say that all are
treated alike, whether they send in their annual returns or not; and what other evidence have we for the
proof of the stability of these Societies but the returns ?”
891. Tiien you have no hesitation in saying that the present arrangements are very defective? I have no
hesitation whatever in saying so.
892. Mr. Jiultie.] You stated that in connection with your Society there were three Courts of Appeal?
Yes.
893. Do you think it would be judicious to form an independent Court? I do not think so ; I think each
Order should have the management of its own affairs.
894. Do you not think that delegates from various Friendly Societies would be a reliable, independent, and
qualified Court of Appeal? No, I could not look with favour upon such a system as that.
895. You stated something about a Lodge having to dissolve, although possessing funds to the extent of
£12 per member—suppose any of those individuals wanted benefit, in what way -would they get it, the
Lodge having broken up ? That would depend upon what had been done with the funds. If the members
of the Lodge divided the money personally they would cease to be members of the Order.
896. Then, what should they do? The whole of their money, books, and belongings, should be thrown into
the
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the district in which the Lodge is situated, and the district Lodge would thereupon grant them district
clearances and enter some other Lodge in the ordinary way as under ordinary clearances. They would be
enabled to make all their claims on the district.
_
897. You say yon have a rule under which a levy of 6d. for the Sick and Funeral Fund must be paid by
every member 1 Not a levy—a weekly contribution.
898. Is that payment carried to a separate fund 1 Yes.
.
899. Do you find that payment sufficient for the purpose? I find it ample. I think there ought to be more
carried to the credit of the Management Fund, because the whole of the expenses, with the exception of the
sick and funeral payments, are drawn from the Management Fund.
900. The object of the Commission is in a measure to ascertain whether the contributions paid by members
are sufficient to secure them the benefits they are led to expect from becoming members of a Friendly Society,
and my question was whether you found the payment of 6d. per week to the Funeral Fund sufficient to meet
all the demands upon that Fund 1 So far as the district to which I. belong is concerned it has been found
to be ample up to the present time, and wc have been banking money.
901. Does the donation to the wife of a member come out of that fid. per week 1 Yes.
902. And with that drain upon the fund you have found it amply sufficient ? Yes, but not being anactuary
I cannot say whether that amount of contribution enables the Society to keep a sufficient fund in hand to
meet all liabilities.
_
...
903. No doubt competent witnesses will by-and-by showthe Commission whether the Friendly Societies^ in
regard to their Sick and Funeral Fund, are in a healthy state or not; but
have youformedany opinion
yourself on that point ? In my opinion fid. per week is amply sufficient.
904. Including the donation at the death of the wife ? Yes.
1
_
905. Jfr. JFewZaruf.] Do you allow uniform benefits in all Branches of your Society? Yes.
906. AVhether mining or agricultural districts 1 Yes.
907. Do any of the Lodges in connection with your Society in this Colony have a graduatedscale of pay
ments in regard to the weekly contributions ? No.
_
908. Are you in favour of that system of a graduated scale of payments? Yes, I am very much in favour
of it.
909. I see by your returns that your Management Fund last year amounted to £4,541 19s. 54d., and that
the total number of members good at the same date was 9,013 ? That is correct.
910. Then your expenditure under the head of management amounted to a little more than 10s. per member
for the year ? Yes, but I may explain that in many cases the expenditure under the head of management
includes medical benefits.
In many cases in the returns from the country Lodges the management and
medical expenditure is classed under the one head of management.
'
911. Did your Society alter its scale of charges ? No, not last year.
_ .
912. There is nothing in your rules to prevent your making those alterations ? Yes, there is a great deal to
prevent it.
The alteration has to be agreed to by the Lodge and adopted by the Annual Movable
Committee.
|
913. d/r. Slade.If this Commission furnished you and other Secretaries with a form setting forth what the
Commission had to deal with and what is required, would it not largely assist you in giving the Commission
information? "Well, I should imagine that the Commission had some given object in view, although I have
not as yet been able to discover what it is. It appears now to me that it is all-round matter that the Com

‘

mission is endeavouring to get.
_
_
t
914. If you had a prepared form furnished to you, you could fill it up and bring it to us? Yes, so long as
the questions asked are applicable to the Society to ■which they are addressed.
The questions that would
apply to one Society would not apply to another.
915. Could you not prepare a body of evidence in answer to questions, stating exactly what we want'to
know, if we gave you sufficient time in which to do it? Yes. At the same time I may say that I do not
think there have been two questions asked to-day that I could not answer as well on the spur of the moment
as if you gave me twelve months’ notice.
916. But do you not think the Secretaries should have some forms furnished them ? I do think so.
917. You say your rules necessitate the application of fid. per member per week to the Sick and Funeral
Fund—does that include the fund for the doctor and medicine ? No.
_
_
918. Can you give us any idea as to what proportion to the member’s subscriptions the cost of medical
benefits represents ? That would be a very difficult matter.
919. Would it not be from 5s. per member per quarter and upwards? In my own Lodge in Balmain we
pay 28s. per member per annum for medical advice and medicines.
_
920. Then supposing your subscriptions to be 56s. or 58s., that would be 40 or 50 per cent, of tbe income ?
Yes.
. .
,
J
921. I see by your report that, taking the total Lodge and District Funds, the value per member is set down

'

■

at £8 10s. l^d. 1 Yes.
_
_
_
922. And what is the value of the accumulated gifts which the Society is liable to have to pay to each
member from the Funeral and Widow and Orphan’s Funds—would it not average £20 from each fund ? I
dare say the accumulated liabilities under the two funds would be about £40.
923. Have you any opinion as to what would be the actuarial report upon those figures, the value per
member of the total worth of funds being £8 10s. l£d., and the liabilities under the Funeral and Widows
and Orphans’ Funds being £401 No actuary would give a report upon such figures as those standing alone,
because there are so many other important considerations upon which such a report would be absolutely
dependent, such as the average age of members, the average sick rate, the average death rate, itc.
924. President.] Do I understand you to say that the liabilities were £40 per member? 1 believe that tho
liabilities under the Funeral Funds would be about £40 per member.
_
925. Mr. Gelding.'] In a statement issued by your Order it is represented, is it not, that forty years ago the
“ Strangers’ Refuge Lodge ” was opened in Sydney in connection with the Liverpool District of Oddfellows
in England? Yes.
,
926. I believe that that was the first Lodge established in connection with the Manchester Unity Order of
Oddfellows in this Colony, or indeed in Australia, was it not ? Yes,
927, Are you aware that although that Lodge has a very considerably less number of members than some
other Lodges, the total period of sickness among the members in the year was very nearly one-third more
■
than
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than m some of tlie other Lodges 1 The returns would show whether that is a fact, one of the pamphlets I
Mr. E.
have put m (the report of the Annual Movable Committee held at Albury, 1881) giving tho period in each Schofield.
Lodge m the Colony during the year, together with the total number of members good at the last balance.
T..
■?re/ou aWi)reJ;ha* the excessive period of sickness in that Lodge is accounted for by the fact that it is 9 Ilec■, 1SS1'
the oldest Lodge in the Colony, and includes a large proportion of the oldest members! I am not aware
that that is the explanation.
929. I presume you are aware that tlie Widows and Orphans’ Fund is not kept as a separate fund by the
Lodges! The districts keep it separate.
930. A great deal has been said about illiterate Secretaries—I believe you have had a great deal of correspondeneo and communication with most of the Secretaries—have you ever found them illiterate! I have
oaUi tt m t0 ^ mte“1Sent.men> ''vcl1 q^ified for the positions they liave filled.

931. Have you had to fine Lodges for not sending in returns, or your predecessor to your- knowledge, and if
^ CClUlfi J10* definitely answer the question as to the precise number.
jfould there be more tli;m six last year! I do not think there would be more.
933. Ho you think that a large percentage out of the fifty Lodges there are now in the district!
is a very small proportion.

'
I think it

MOlTflAY, 12 DECEMBER, 1881.
ftrrstnt:—

JAMES SQUIRE EARNELL,

Esq.,

M.P.,

President.

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
EDWARD GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P.,
PHILIP. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
FRANCIS ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
PHILIP RESBY HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
EDWARD J. RUBIE, Esq.
Mr. John Gelding, Secretary of the Sydney District of the Independent Order of Oddfellows, Manchester
^

Unity, sworn and examined :—
] What position do you hold in connection with the Oddfellows!

I am a District Officer

5

Mr. J.

°
,
- 18 to corresPond Wlt]i all the subordinate Lodges in the Sydney District ? Yes
Gelding.
93b. _ You have had great experience in the working of these Lodges! I have had thirteen years’ experience ■----- ‘------'
as District Secretary of the district.
17
1
12 Dec., 1881.
937. Judging from that experience, do you think that the present Friendly Societies Act has answered the
purposes for which it was passed! No, I do not—some of it is very defective indeed; I note one clause
here very specially, that is the 441b. I might state that when Mr. Oliver was compiling this Act—I think
Mr. Sutherland was in office at the time—I called his special attention to this law about allowing sick
members to receive so great an amount out of their Lodges if they chose to pay increased rates, and pointed out
that it was an injudicmus thing, as it tended to cause what we call malingering. I have always regarded
Friendly Societies as intended merely to provide medical attendance for members and to give them sufficient
money to keep them in comfortable circumstances. He took the case into consideration, and instructed, as
I understood, Mr. Oliver to make tbe necessary alteration ; but to my surprise, when the law was passed I
found that a sick member could take £52 a year out of tbe Societies. You will very seldom find a man ill
for fifty-two consecutive weeks, but he could take £3 a week out of three Societies for parts of Ids sickness
if he were ill two or three months, so that it would pay him better to be sick than well. Then there is
another matter in the same clause with reference to the £200. I lave always looked upon that as a clause
requiring all the Judges and lawyers to interpret what it means. If there is any clause in the Act wants
altering, I believe that does.
th<f a7 ot\er
0* th® fy°,u cal1- ref<*
* Oh, I believe a great deal of improvement
might be made. I mentioned to Mr. Oliver that I believed that as the trustees had tlie power of taking
mortgages, they should also have the power of releasing estates ; but they have not got this at the present
time If a trustee who is one of the mortgagees dies, the others would have to go and forage up all the
fnends and relatives interested in the will m order to get a release so that they could release the mortgage
939. Do you believe the penalties for non-fulfilment sufficient! Quite sufficient if they are acted up to
Had some of these defaulting Lodges been fined, it would have been such a caution to others that there
r'ri ? beef n0,“y T Sott’n» the returns; but as it is, I know that if I am in any way lax the
Lodges get careless, but if I enforce the penalties I find no trouble in getting them to act up to the rules.
940. Are you of the opinion that the Societies should have exclusive legislation for their management!
c1 ,wi,; l behene
°glS,latl?n should not g0 out of their °™ b°dies. If you take the large Societies,
you find that you have three local bodies-the Lodge, the District, and the Grand body; and if a matter
passes through them it should go no further. As a proof that this works well, I may mention that durii.tr
the time I have been connected with these Societies I never knew a District Court Judge to give an opinion
against these Societms. Judge Dowling has adjudicated in these cases, and Judge Cohen has done the same,
being of opmion that if justice can be done it is by the authorities of these Societies.

He'

941. Are you aware of any cases under your jurisdiction where Lodges have borrowed from one fund to
rim M™61, c /"1
r? u ^ ^ Ty W been sa There
been a great deal of talk about
the Management Expose Fund; but according to the Manchester Unity rules you must pay 6d. a week for
the Sick and Funeral^ Funds. Outside of Sydney the doctor’s attendance fees amount to fully 7d more ■ so
then comes the question, how can Lodges meet their liabilities out of a total contribution of Is a week 1
^
in°Wn uVf ^
illJthB S7rJnfi-7 districfc t0 raise their contributions because they
iTl qT
rng ^? Yf’ 1 bave d0Ue 50 J and
only ^at, but I have known a great many
pay Is. 3d. a week so as to keep themselves up to the mark.
'
°
y
943 Have any of your Lodges dissolved! Well, the only Lodge that has dissolved during my tenure of
tW 7^i°neiUp ,atHWentw’ortll= and they dissolved simply because they quarrelled amongst themselves, and
they could not get the members together to pay their contributions.
?
944.
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944. Do you think that in any new Act branches should have the power to dissolve without permission of
the parent Society, seeing that they cannot start without the permission of such Society? I believe not. I
am of the same opinion as the Judges in Victoria, that the branch Lodges form part and parcel of the whole
12 Dec., 1881.
. and it sjmpiy amoants to tliis: that if a Lodge by some means becomes poor, the members can fall
back oh the district, and bleed it of the funds.
Considering that this works this way, X consider that it
should also work the other way, and that a lodge should not be empowered to break up and divide the
funds so as to put them into their own pockets; but if they dissolve, every penny should be paid to the
Mr. J.
Golding.

District' or Grand Lodge Funds.
.
945. Am I correct in concluding that you arc in favour of arbitration being confined to the bodies them
selves? Yes, I am.
946. Do any of your Societies grant any assistance to members when they travel in search of work, or
sustain loss through fire or shipwreck ? ” There are so very few poor people in the Colony that we are never
asked to contribute to those in search of work, but we have liberty to do so ; they do, however, often get
relief, and that makes a great item in our Management Expense Fund.
947. Do subordinate Lodges grant relief under the head of “ Distress Gifts" ? Yes.
_
_
948. Up to what amount ? Some of them are limited to j£-3 ; but in addition to that a collection is often made.
949. Have you known any cases in which officers entrusted with money have made away with it or
absconded ? There have been three or four instances where this has occurred.
950. During what period ? One occurred about eight years ago, another about ten years ago, another about

.

thirteen years ago, before I took office.
951. Do you think it would be a wise provision to allow the Registrar to have power to order an audit of the
accounts of a Lodge if requested by a given number of its members ? Well, that question requires grave con
sideration, because you might get a few cantankerous members in a hiodge who would eomhine together and
prevent the duties being carried oh. They might get the requisite number to sign the requisition and put
the Lodge to great expense. I should say that if these members did not prove their case they should be put
to tlie expense of the audit. That would, I believe, be a safeguard, because it would stop persons making
assertions that they were not in a position to prove, I never found anything wrong in the Lodge audits.
952. Can you give the Commission direct information as to the average deaths among the members of your
district for a given number of years ? I could furnish a return, hut could not give it now.
^ ^
953. Are you aware if any of your Societies have received Crown grants for the purpose of building halls ?
No, the Government are not liberal enough here for that, hut they do it in Yictoria,
_
954. Do you think that members should he permitted to join more than one sick benefit X^odge ? I believe
not. I believe that under the circumstances under which these Societies are formed members should never
he allowed to join more than one Friendly Societies Ijodge.
_
_
955. Mr. Holdsworih] You have stated as one of the reasons why you_ object to membere joining more than
one Society that there is a large amount of shamming. Did it ever strike you, or did you ever notice, that
during the times of strikes there was more sickness in the Lodges than at any other time ? Well, we have
hardly had a sufficient number of strikes here to be able to judge. The majority of strikes have been in the
Northern district, and there has always been sufficient money there to keep them without going on the Sick
Fund of the Lodges.
■
_
_
,
950. In reference to the question of auditors, do not Lodges appoint auditors by election? They do.
957. And audits are regularly held and certified ? Yes, they arc.
^
958. Have you any reason to believe that thejr are false? Not the slightest,
_
,
959. And you believe tliey are as correct as they can be? Certainly. I have had occasion to do special
audits for I-iodges when law cases have arisen; and after a full examination by another accountant and
myself we have found that there lias not been the slightest cause for the complaints made.
_
960. Your Society is the oldest we have in the Colonics, or one of the oldest, is it not?
Yes, hut it was not
the first registered.
961. Your system of working is as perfect almost as that of a Benefit Society can he ? Well —— _
962. Well, it is supposed to be so amongst Benefit Societies generally ? We give ourselves credit for it.
963. You have very full statistical returns? We publish annual statistical returns, which are as correct as
possible. I have audited these returns for some years past with others, and my ,own opinion of them is
that they are correct.
_
964. Do" they give the amount of your income and expenditure ?

_
Yes, income and expenditure.

965. And sickness? Yes.
,
966. The death rate ? Yes, the death i-ate.
_
967. The working expenses? Well, the working expenses want more getting up than they do at present.
I may mention that I had an interview until Mr. Oliver some time ago, and I told him that I thought the
annual return sheet that he sent out should be greatly altered from what it is now, so that the management
expenses should be further dissected ; because we pay a great amount of money to people that cannot possibly
show itself on the balance sheet. I might give an explanation of that. If you take the district, for instance,
of which I am Secretary, at the end of this year we shall balance our books and see that we bave a lot of
members all over the world receiving sick pay ; and the probability is that there maybe hundreds of pounds
out, which will not be gathered in for four or five months. That money shows us a debit against the Society
without a corresponding return and therefore it shows the Society in an unfavourable state on the particular
date referred to. The sheet wants to be enlarged so as to be three times the size it is at the present time.
968. Your balances are shown each year ? Yes.
969 Do they grow less each year ? Oh no; considerably more,
_
970. Your Society is over thirty years old in New South Wales, I believe ?

....
Oh yes, I think it is forty-two

years old.
,
.
971. Do you take it that your Society is old enough here to get a general average of the Me of its members f
I think it is quite old enough for that purpose.
972. Do you consider your risks this year are greater than they have been in other years ; thatis, that they
are beyond the general average risks ? I should not like to answer that question positively. The best
answer would be the returns.
973. I want to know whether your risks are gi-eater one year than another? No, they generally run a
air average every year; we generally look upon haring two very had quarters and two moderate quarters.
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974. There has been a great deal said about the increased risk to Societies each year. I presume you have
Mr. Ji
certain niembers die every-year, and that you take in a Certain number of new members every year'( Yes.
Gelding.
ovn i l nCiW ™em.bers y°u take in ;ll'° under a certain age 1 ■ No, we are not confined to that.
"nt what is the age you fix for members ? .From seventeen to thirty-seven.
12 Dec., 1881
9/7. Thenj T-vliile the old members are dying out new ones are coming in? Yea.
978. Then your risk is not, from a common-sense stand-point, greater one year than another !l Well, I fancy
it is, simply on this ground ; that if you study the question you will find'that those parties who leave the
ocie ios are t re young mem, while the parties who stick in and must become an incubus upon tho funds
are the aged ones. After they get to thirty years of age the majority of the members keep in : those who
leave arc young members. So I conceive the risk must increase every year. That is my experience with
it, and 1 see that this view is borne out by my return books,
979. _ But has not this been the ease every year in the past as well as at present ? Well, I do not think so :
1 think the young men are getting more careless now than they used to be.
980. You have a number of members leave your Societies, then 1 Yes.
981. The moneys they have paid in, do they become a gain to the Societies 1 Oh yes, of course.
. ‘
y°ur opioiem that under all the circumstances your- Society is poorer to-day than it was ten years
since l It cannot he, because it is richer; the only question is whether the extra assets you have got will
meet the increased liabilities of these aged members.
,
983. Have you more aged members proportionately now than ten years ago 1
Oh, I should think so;
undoubtedly.
°
>
984. You have read, I dare say, of an inquiry in the British House of Commons in 18411 Yes.
98o. Are you aware that then the Societies were declared to be insolvent, or nearly so 1 Yes, it was stated
so; and the Manchester Unity amongst them.
qoy T°j aIe li'Ware tJlat.in ]873 or 1874 another inquiry was held and the same statements made ? Yes.
9o/. And at one or two m Yictoria the same statements were fcnade ? Yes.
988. And the same statements are made now in Sydney ? Yes, I believe so.
989. Is there anything in your opinion to make you believe that the statements are correct ? I do not
beheve, candidly speaking, during the experience I have had with perhaps the largest Society in Hew
couth Wales, that tlie members pay a sufficient sum of money to ensure what they get out. That is mv
.opinion.
°
J
990. You believe that the present rates are not sufficient to meet the requirements 1
Just so; that is, the
rates ot a good many of the Societies. My impression is that with the high rate now paid for medical
benefits and one thing and another, the least that should be paid to ensure tlie benefits is Is. 3d, a week,
kou may go on swimmingly for a while with a less rate, but the day of retribution must come.
9 Jl. I imagine the sick and death rate would have a great deal to do with the contribution required 1 Yes •
1 see in our returns in the Funeral Fund alone we average from £350 to £500 for funeral gifts alone, and
m the Sydney District only.
6
992, Are you aware that it is a common practice in localities to expend money in building halls of various
A u
lt^ ; and 1 mi8ht state in reference to that that I have found, although I am rather against
it that those who did so a few years ago are reaping a great advantage out of it now.
993. Do you think it is a wise thing to be permitted 1 I do not think so.
P,° you think that the funds of a Society should be locked up in such a manner that they are not
available i I think it is injudicious.
995. Do you think that great precaution should be taken to prevent it? yYes; but there is another thing
to be considered, and that is that in many places the Societies have only public-houses to meet in, and if in
such places they could get halls I think it would be a great advantage.
The Commission then adjourned until Friday, 16th December.

FJilDA r, 16 DECEMBER, 1881.

ijjktsrnt:—

JAMES SQUIRE EARNELL,

Esq.,

M.P.,

President.

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
EDWARD GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
.
PHILIP J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
PHILIP RESBY HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
EDWARD J. RUBIE, Esq.'
Mr. John Gelding’s examination was resumed :—
996 President.] You have been connected with the Manchester Unity Oddfellows for many years, have von
Mr. J.
not t Yes I have, over thirteen years as District Secretary.
Gelding.
997. Yon have had a large experience in connection with the working of the Order ? I have studied it verv
s
materially during that time.
J 16 Dec., 1831,
998. The executive or governing body, I believe, is fixed in Sydney, is it not? Yes.
999. And do you sometimes have what are called movable meetings ? The Grand Annual Session is
movable.
I000where aTe these movable Lodges held? They may he held in any district in the Colony of New
South Wales that may be carried by resolution at our Annual Movable Conference. Each Grand Committee
fixes before it dissolves where the next shall be held. It might be held at Alburv, Bathurst, or Tamworth
or anywhere where there is a district in the Colony.
"
’
1001. Then there are a number of districts ? Yes, nine, I believe.
1002. And within them there are subordinate Lodges? Yes.
.
1003. I presume that all the districts are worked in a similar manner, and under the same executive autho
rity as the Read-quarters Lodge? There is just the same governing body, a President, Vice-president, and
becretary, connected with each of the districts as well as with the executive body.
1004.
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Mr. J.
1004, And they are hound by the constitutions of the Order as a whole ? Yes, they are.
_
Gelding.
^005. Have the respective Lodges under your Order power to make their own by-laws, and fix their own
“v amount of sick pay and contributions and so on ? They have the power to do these things, but they must
16 Dec., 1881.
subject to both the general rules and the district rules. The general rules lay down a certain precis to go
by, and the districts say we will carry out your views, and this fixes the maximum amount of sick pay and
the minimum amount of contribution, and tbe ages at which persons shall be allowed to join, and the Lodges
cannot depart from that.
.
,
,
1006. All the subordinate Lodges have to submit their by-laws or rules to tlie governing body, do not they f
They liave to submit them to the District Secretary. He has the power of looking over tlie rules, and if he
is in doubt about them he has full power to send them back and make the Lodge alter them before they are
registered; and I have always found that when his decision has been appealed against they have taken his
dictum, and have made the Lodge comply with what he wanted.
_
_
1007. Does the governing body make itself responsible in reference to the financial position of the subor
dinate Lodges! Ho, there is no responsibility attaching in that way, excepting that if a Lodge through
accident or a groat amount of sickness should not be able to meet its liabilities and should break up, then
so long as none of the members have been a party to tbe breaking up through maladministration the district
has to take its members, and either grant them clearances or keep them. That simply means that so long
as yon pay your contributions, once an Oddfellow you are always an Oddfellow. _
_
1008. Then in such a case as that, there is a guarantee that the governing body will look after the interests
of the respective members of the Lodges? Oh yes, most decidedly. I may mention that is probably one of
the items that swells up the management expense fund of these large Societies. The ramifications of these
large Societies are so immense that they extend all over the civilized world ; and, belonging to one of these
bodies in Hew South Wales, you virtually belong to it wherever you go.
_
1009. We will say that an Oddfellow comes here from England who was a member of a certain Lodge there
and had paid up his contributions,—would he he enrolled here, and would he get benefits the same as if he
had been initiated in tliis Colony? That would rest with himself ; he could either bring his clearance, and
throw it into a Lodge here, and pay the contribution rate of tlie Hew South Wales body, or he could remain
a member of bis own Lodge and pay their rates to the district here, when he would, in case of sickness or
death, receive benefits at the rates guaranteed to him. But the great advantage he would have would be
that he could join the medical list of one of the Lodges here, and thereby receive medical attendance. They
all avail themselves of that, and pay no more for the privilege than an ordinary member does m Hew South
Wales.
_
1010. And he gets sick benefits as other members? Yes.
_
1011. And you receive no contributions whatever from his mother Lodge in the old country? No, not as
regards medical benefits; we generally get his “ pence money1' and forward it; we never find any difficulty
in getting the sick pay back again.
_
.
1012. Whom do you get it from? From the Lodge the member belongs to in other countries. I dare say
we have as many as a hundred members paying in belonging all over the world : Gibraltar, and everywhere
else. There is £108 5s. 5d. of sick pay paid away quarterly to members of other districts, according to our
last returns.
,
1013. Do yon think a return could be furnished to tbe Commission showing the ages at -which persons
entered the respective Lodges, and the ages of the persons who have died as members of the Society, (say)
for the last five years ? Oh, there would be no trouble in doing that; I was looking over the book tlie other

.

'

day, and I found that we could give forty years’ experience.
_
1014. Do not you think it would be necessary to have that information as to the ages of the members
of the Lodges, when they entered the Order, and at their deaths, in order to have an actuarial examination?
I believe it would be .very valuable indeed, and, in fact, I. believe the Commission would be almost worth
less without tlie experience of these large Societies was given. You could thus get an average death age.
1015. How in your large experience in connection with tlie working of the Order could you point out where
the present law is at all defective, or say whether it is tlie administration of the law or the. Ia,w itself that
is defective? There are a good many defects in it that require amendment. Most of the Societies have been
breaking the laws here in clauses 41, 43, and 47, which say that the trustees shall do all the things referred
to in the clauses; instead of which the trustees have nothing at all to do with it, and they know nothing of
what is done. It says that the trustees shall pay over money and donations, which is simply nonsense,
because they know nothing at all about it. The trustees’ duties are simply to invest the money and draw the
moneys out of the Bank. The Friendly Societies at the present time are a regular commercial affair, and
you cannot call on the trustees to come and do these things ; and, in fact, these provisions ^have never been
acted up to. And there is another thing in connection with the Act; if you want to register an amended
rule you have to sign a document stating that that amended rule is in conformity with the laws relating to the
Friendly Societies, and swear it before a Justice of the Peace. If this is so, according to my mind what is
the use of the Registrar ? I have always tried to evade it as much as possible, and I would suggest that in
an amended Act that should be done away with altogether, because it seems to me to be an absurdity..
1016. Do you think that there ought to be a separate Department to deal with this matter of Friendly
Societies? I do; I believe that there is sufficient work now to keep one person entirely employed.; and
were such an appointment made—that is, a man skilled in these matters—it would be of great service to
everybody connected with Friendly Societies, as he might be able to give very valuable advice, and. would
be able to see whether the laws were in conformity with law or not, and if not, to suggest alterations so
as to make them so. In fact, I have seen the English Manchester Unity's documents, submitted to the
Registrar at Home, and it is surprising the amount of work he takes with them. As it is, our laws are
often in such a state that you cannot make head or tail out of them. I believe that is so, because in the
penal laws of Societies we have sometimes eight or nine different clauses which clash with one another,
whereas the Registrar would put them all into one and it would be intelligible. How we intend to put all
penal affairs into one clause, and make it “shall be expelled or suffer such other punishment as a Committee
of the District or Order may think fit,” so that wc shall have no more trouble over the matter.
1017. Do you think it would be a good thing or a prudent thing to have all the correspondence, by-laws,
and so on, so that any action that the respective Lodges under the Order took should be submitted to. tbe
executive authority prior to registration by the Registrar?
I do not quite catch the gist of your question.
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1018. The correspondence, rales and by-laws that arc made by the respective Lodges under any particular
Order would it be a good tiling that instead of these persons dealing directly with the Registrar they
should go through tlie District or Grand Lodge? We always make it imperative in our Order; the
Registrar would not certify them unless they were first certified by the officer of the Order.
1019. Mr. Rubie. ] With regard to members coming from other countries, if I understand you correctly,
they tlirow a card of clearance here and get the benefits of the Lodge in England or wherever they come
from. Is not tliat an injustice if they comply with the rules hero by paying the rates; would it not be
unjust to give that man full payment? No; it generally cuts tho other way; if a person comes from
England here with a clearance it is probably dated three months back by the time he gets out here; the
Lodge is responsible for his funeral, sick pay, and everything connected with him for twelve months from
the date of his clearance ; after that he comes on the full rates of the New South Wales District.
1020. But does he pay anything extra for that ? He had to pay the New South Wales contributions.
1021. No entrance? Well, there is a bagatelle; I think it comes to about 9s, in our Order.
;
1022. Suppose a man of 50 years of age came? He would not be admitted.
1023. At what age would you admit him ? You are not obliged to admit him over 40.
1024. Then for 9s. he would get all the benefits in New South Wales ? Yes, but it is mutual; if I went to
England it would be just tlie same thing.
1025. Yes, but the question.comes, are there so many go from here as come here ? I believe that new blood
in this country is very valuable, and that they are not so liable to sickness as the old members. However
that may be, there is this mutuality arrangement throughout the Order.
1026. Are you also of opinion that it would be necessary to have some mode of arbitration for Societies in
New South Wales ? I .believe that in all well constituted Societies like these large ones there are three
courses open for a member to go through ; there is tlie Lodge, the District, and the high governing body ;
and my opinion is that after he has exhausted these three he has got as much natural justice as any Court of
law would give him, because they are so totally distinct, members coming from all parts of the Colony ; and
no Courts have attempted to upset the decisions of the governing bodies. This fact, I think, shows that
substantial justice is done.
1021. That would be well in large Societies like yours; but we have also to deal with single Societies, and
must recommend some judicial mode by which their disputes may bo settled without expense. Would it not
in your opinion be judicious to appoint some Court of Appeal or governing body in this Colony for these
single Societies, whether these arbitrators are appointed by the Crown or elected by the various Societies?
J believe, in answer to that, that the Protestant Alliance have a rule to this effect, that any member aggrieved
at the decisions of the highest governing body may have the power of nominating from other Societies one
or more members to whom the dispute is referred ; and I think in the case you mentioned that that would
be the best plan of settling disputes. I was once nominated myself on something of that sort, and I think
it was a very good tiling,
1028. With regard to payments, there never has been an actuarial calculation of rates and terms in your
Society? No, there has not.
1029. You have simply relied on tho general working and management as to what is requisite to he charged ?
Well, I think the idea of the rate of contribution was first imported from Great Britain when the Friendly
Societies first started here ; and of course the Manchester Unity have several funds; we have an Orphans’
Fund, to which all must belong, and every member had to pay 13d. per quarter to that fund. Well, a few
years ago I came to the opinion that this was a matter of injustice. Why should members subscribe heavily
towards a fund that in the course of a generation would be self-supporting? I thought that those who came
after us should help to support this fund as well as we did, and we made it floating ; that is, the District
Committee has tho power of saying every quarter what the levy shall be,; now, instead of being 13d. they
pay about 4d., and still the fund goes ahead.
"
1030. I understood you to a former question to say that fid. was levied, or went to the Sick and Funeral
Funds ; has this been adequate to meet all payments for sickness ? Yes, I believe so, especially in these
Sydney Lodges, and in the country Lodges in healthy places it has been found more than sufficient; and in
any fresh legislation there might he I should make it imperative that all metropolitan and suburban Lodges
should pay not less than fid., but that in some of the1 country Lodges 4d. would be quite sufficient, as many
of them are saving a large amount of money ont of that fid. while tlie Management Fund in the meantime
goes behind.
1031. Is that sufficient to meet funeral donations as well? It is in our Society. The mode of procedure
in our Society is that every member is levied so much per quarter to keep up this fund.
1032. What! besides the sixpence ? No, they pay the sixpence into the Lodge, and the District levies the
Lodge so much per head per quarter; the Lodge lias nothing to do with the Funeral Fund.
1033. Have you found the rates of mortality in tlie Sydney district greater than in the suburban and
eountrjr districts ? It all depends on age. Some of our country Lodges that have been in existence for
thirty years or more have quite as many claims upon the Funeral Fund as the Sydney Lodges. There is
an old adage—“ The old must die, the young may.”
1034. J-’randent.l I think you said that in some of the country Lodges large amounts of money were
accumulated in the Sick and Funeral Fund, and that the Management Expense Fund went behind? Yes.
1035. Do you know whether it is a fact that in these Lodges they loan money from one fund to the other ?
I fancy some of them do. I know none of the Lodges in tho Sydney district do it, but I believe some of
the Lodges in other districts do it
1036. Have they the power to do that without obtaining tlie consent of the district or governing body? It
is difficult to get at it. The money is generally paid hack sooner or later. I had once to borrow from the
Widows and Orphans’ Fund to meet two or three very high payments on other funds.
1037. Mr. Mewland] What is the number of Lodges in your district? I think I have about fiftv-one or
fifty-two Lodges now.
1038. And these Lodges, I presume, have an annual meeting for the election of District Officers? Tlie
officers are elected by ballot on the last Wednesday in December in each year, at what is called the Annual
District Meeting.
1039. And what constitutes that? It is a meeting of members from any of the Lodges tliat choose to send
deputies, according to a rule ; not more than two from any one Lodge.
1040. And how are these deputies paid 1 They are paid from the District Fund.
48C—F
1041.

Mr. J.
Gelding,
' icii
ec'’

344
42

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

Mr. J.
Gelding.
IA Tie*

1KR1

1041. Irrespective of locality, do they all receive an equal amount i All an equal amount.
1042. No matter what distance they come 1 No matter what distance they come.
1043. "What is the amount of funeral donation for a member, and for a member’s wife 1 <£20 for a member,
and £15 for a member’s wife.
1044. You have no sliding scale of funeral donation 1 No, we have no sliding scale at all We are
perhaps not in conformity with the spirit of the age, for we sometimes help one another, making no
distinction ; we give the same uniform benefits, with the exception of the Widows and Orphans’ Fund, which
is on the sliding principle, varying from £10 to £30.
_
1045. What is your maximum of sick pay ? Twenty-one shillings a week for the first six months, fifteen
shillings for the second six months, and about seven shillings and sixpence for the next six months. After
that some mutual arrangement is come to.
...
1046. And what is your minimum of sick pay—can a Lodge give less than twenty-one shillings 1 There is
nothing less than twenty shillings , most of the Lodges, I think, work on this twenty-shilling scale.
1047. And the Lodges in your district, do they pay aaything like an average amount of weekly contribu
tions ? It runs up from Is. lid, to Is. 3d. : the strange part of it is that the Lodges where the Is. 3d. rules
are the best patronised, getting the greatest number of new members.
_
1048. I believe you are in favour of a law similar to that in force in Victoria, that in the event of a Lodge
breaking up, all the books, vouchers, property, and cash should go to the Grand Lodge or governing body ?
Should go to tho District, which is virtually responsible should a Lodge break up and .be unable to fulfil its
promises. It seems monstrous that a Lodge should he allowed to divide its funds; while, on the other hand,
should it from unforeseen circumstances become insolvent, the members join tbe District and receive the same
benefits as if they were in good circumstances. If it cuts one way I consider that it should cut another. .
1049. Are you aware tliat a Society in Victoria dissolved and divided its funds ; and when the governing
body tried to bring them to justice they failed to have justice given them according to law 1 I know a case
where the Judges in banco decided that a Lodge could not divide its funds; and they had to pay over every
penny into the Grand Lodge, otherwise they would have been prosecuted for misdemeanour.
.
.
1050. You are not aware of parties being so prosecuted and justice failed! Not.in connection with the
Manchester Unity; it may have been in some other Society.
_
1051. These District members, or members arriving from foreign ports and throwing their clearances into your
Lodges, as soon as they do that they become amenable to the laws the same as any other member and receive
the same benefits, I presume! They receive medical benefits immediately, but for the others they have to
wait a while until the clearance is twelve months old.
_
_
1052. They receive the benefits the same as a new member, according to effluxion of time! No, a new
member receives sick pay when he has been in the Order six months.
_
1053. These do not get it for twelve months! Yes, they get it at the rate guaranteed to them by their own
Lodge.
t
.
1054. But it is not a charge on the Lodge they join for twelve months! No, it would not be fair to do so.
It is tlie same all over tlie world in the Manchester Unity.
1055. But you limit the age to forty for receiving these members! Yes.
.
. .
1056. Mr. Slade.] Are members in the minority at the breaking up of a Lodge able to got into the District
irrespective of age 1 That makes no difference.
_
1057. Then the restriction as to forty does not apply to them! Not at all; it only applies to persons
coming from beyond the Colony.
1058. T'mwfenf.] Has the Society to which you belong any real property! Yes, a great number of the
Lodges have real property—very valuable real property.
1059. Of what does it consist! Of. ground and buildings.
1060. I do not mean Lodge rooms : I mean real property, independent of them 1 Yes, some of them have.
Newtown Lodge has a number of shops in the Newtown Road, besides a hall.
1061. But is this in connection with the hall! No, it is detached from the hall.
•
1062. Then do some of these Lodges invest their surplus funds in the purchase of real property! There are
a few of them do, but not a great many of them.
1063. I think your Corresponding Secretary has promised to put in a return ; or is there such a return at
present ? Yes, there is, up to last year.
...
.
1064. Now, this surplus money is it vested in any way! A great deal of it is in tlie Savings Bank ; the
districts have some out'at mortgage, and some is invested in land, and in these hulls that I have spoken of.
None of the Lodges ever trouble themselves to invest on mortgage ; it is merely the districts that do that,
1065. But in placing money in the Savings Bank do they give you interest on the whole amount 1 Yes ;
that is a rule in connection with the Savings Bank here.
_
1066. Is there any suggestion you would wish to make in addition to the evidence already given! It might
be advisable to refer to my notion of the annual returns in the evidence. I should make these annual
returns contain the ages of both members and members’ wives, and their trade or occupation ; and the
Management Expense Euud should be thoroughly divided so as to show the amounts paid for salaries, rent,
regalia for officers, district gifts or payments for officers’ services, or sick visiting officers. I believe it would
be also a very good thing if before Lodges were allowed to be opened they should send to the Registrar a
copy of their proposed rates of contributions and benefits that they wish to give to their members. I also
believe some alteration is necessary with regard to the Children’s Burial Fund j I do not think that should
be mixed up with Friendly Societies matters. If the Lodges wish to pay their members so much on tlie
death of a child, it should be a separate insurance fund and not connected with the ordinary arrangements of
the Societies. Some of the Societies do it, and some members wish to introduce tbe principle in our Order;
but our idea is that if any one wishes to establish a fund of this description he should pay a small fee to
specially ensure that benefit. I am also of opinion that when these returns are furnished to the Registrar
every year, they should be sworn to and certified not only by the Corresponding Secretary but by the
auditors that have examined them. In the Friendly Societies Act there is a clause that allows members to
will away the funeral money to whom they like. My experience in these matters is that that law is very
injurious ; that a widow, providing she has kept herself as she should do, should be the recipient of that
bounty; and that the member should hot have the power of willing away the money, for which she perhaps
has been struggling to keep his payments up. I know men often who, in a fit of temper, before they
have died, have willed the money away ; and I have always looked upon it as a most disgraceful proceeding.
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I should certainly recommend an alteration in that. I am also of opinion that the Societies, considering
Mr. J.
the great benefit the Government must positively receive from their establishment, in doing away with a Gelding,
great amount of pauperism, and thus saving a large amount of money every year, should be entitled to have .gT" A'TT>
these rules registered free of charge ; as it is now, a Lodge, no matter how poor, haste pay a guinea for the
<SC'’
'
registration of a few rules, and if they require to make a slight alteration in one of the rules there is another
5s, taken from them. I have already referred to the alteration required in reference to the trustees, in
clauses 41, 43, and 47. They should be so altered that the executive bodies of these Lodges and districts
should be the proper parties by whom these moneys should be paid. It would be some length of time before
an actuary or anybody else could bring a proper scale of contributions into effect; but I see that in
Victoria, according to the new law, the Government Registrar has the power of granting a certificate of
conformity for five years ; and I think that would be a very good thing here pending good trustworthy
tables being issued, as I believe it would be also a very good test that the Society would be something like
solvent. It is carried out very much in Victoria now, and I see that a number of the Societies have obtained
this additional certificate, while a number of them have had it refused, the Registrar considering the fees
nothing like equivalent to the money the members expect to receive from the Societies.
1067. In reference to what you have stated about a married man bequeathing his funeral donation to any
person other than his wife, I think you qualified that by saying that it was on the supposition that tho wife
behaved herself ? Yes, we have a qualification always to that effect, so that if a woman has been living
away from her husband in adultery for a certain time, or has been following other evil courses, she does not
get the money. Of course, there are women who drink and are not fit to be entrusted with anything 3 we
find that, and have a law to deal with these cases.
1068. Mv.
I suppose you find it to be the practice in the other districts for moneys to be taken from
one fund and transferred to another 1 Well, I think it very seldom occurs ; my own impression is that if
they pay sufficient contributions—that is something like the Manchester Unity—they would not have any
occasion to do it.
'
1069. But if one fund has greater calls upon it than another you find it the case 1 I have heard of it in the
country districts.
1070. Then from what you know do you think there is anything radically wrong in it? Sot if the money
is paid back with all due speed. The members of a Lodge are the guardians of their own money, and they
.
would not allow it to be misappropriated.
1071. Then do you think that the peculiar circumstances of these Societies justify such a course at times?
I believe it should be avoided as much as it possibly can; and the only way to avoid it is to pny in suflicient
money to meet all the requirements of the various funds.
1072. Are there any circumstances which would justify the lending of a sum of money from one fund to
another ? No doubt it should not be done, but it simply amounts to this : if you pay fid. a week to the
Sick and Funeral Fund, and, as in the interior, have to pay 7d. a week for doctor, there is the whole amount
of a member’s weekly subscription swallowed up 3 and unless you have something over that how are you
going to swim ? ' Something must go. It is a well-known fact that nowhere except within the city of Sydney
can you get medical attendance for less than about 7s. a quarter.
1073. I presume you know that there is no fund that has a greater run upon it than the Funeral Fund?
Oh yes, the Sick Fund has. There is more sick pay given away than the amount of the funeral donations,
1074. Has it ever come to your knowledge that any bad or ill results have followed from the taking of
money from one fund to another ? That remains to be proved when you get the balance sheets in.
1075. Then such being the practice: for moneys to be taken from one fund to recoup another, do not you
think it would be wise in any fresh legislation to provide by law for its refund 1 Yes, it would bo a very
good thing, but I believe that all governing bodies have such a provision. I would suggest that, instead of
having such a provision, power should be given to the Registrar to see that the contributions were made large
enough to prevent any necessity for it arising.
1076. Is it customary on the part of your Lodges to purchase property for the purpose of erecting halls to
hold their meetings in ? Yes, it is customary. The method they pursue is to buy a bit of ground if they
have plenty of money in hand, and take out shares in a Society amongst themselves, and raise money enough
by that means to borrow a little more,
■
1077. So that tho funds of tlie Society are not touched for the purpose of purchasing tlie property? No,
that will not do. They spend some of the Lodge money to buy the ground with first.
1078. Are there any instances where the share system has not been resorted to in order to acquire property?
Yes, they did so in the large hall in Elizabeth-street, and that has paid itself over and over again.
1079. Has it frequently been the case that moneys have been taken from various funds for the purpose of
purchasing property; that this money has been lent at the usual rate of Bank interest ? Yes, I dare say
that has been the case. I do not know about the rate of interest 3 they might get three times the amount
of interest on their investments, according to the locality in which the speculation is carried on. It is
impossible for me to say about that.
1080. In your experience you have never known any of these things to be failures? No, they have been
generally a great success.
1081. You alluded in your evidence to the fact that they had done something of the kind at Newtown ?
Yes.
1082. That has been a very successful investment, has it not? My conscience, it lias; I wish it was mine.
1083. It is also a fact that this is one of the richest Lodges in your jurisdiction ? Yes.
1084. And it is one of the most successful ? The most successful in the whole of the Australian Colonies,
having the most money, most members, most property, and everything else.
1085. Have you ever known an instance in which the Government have assisted Friendly Societies by
giving them grants of land ? No, I have not; and if you read that report (of the Victorian Commissioner)
you will see that that Commission was very much against what the Government has done in Victoria.
1088. Have any of your country Lodges made application through your district to the Government for a
small piece of land on which to erect buildings to carry on their work ? I do not know, but I have a vague
recollection of something of tho kind. At all events they did Hot gfet it.
The Commission then adjourned until Monday, December 19.
MONDAY,
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MONDAY, 19 DECEMBER, 1881.
■gtruamt:—

JAMES SQUIRE EARNELL,

Mr. _
A. L. Smith.
YTri
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’

■

’

.

Esq.,

M.P.,

President.

JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P.,
EDWARD GRETILLE, Esq., J.P.,
FRANCIS ABIG AIL, Esq., M.P.,
PHILIP J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
PHILIP RISBY HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
EDWARD J. RHBIE, Esq.
Alfred Lees Smith sworn and examined :—
1087. IrestiUnL] What office do you hold in tho Grand United Order of Oddfellows? The office I hold is
style(i Grand Secretary.
1088. How long have you been connected with the Society ? About ten years.
1089. How' long have you held your present office? Throe years.
1090. How' old is your Society in New South Wales? I am not aware of the exact date on which the first
Lodge or Branch was founded in the Society, but I am aware that our Society was registered in 1848. But
there were branches in existence some years before that.
1091. Have you an executive authority in Sydney ? We have, sir.
1092. And have you branches connected with it throughout the Colony? Yes, we have.
1093. And what are called Districts? There are branches all over tho Colony, and tliese branches join
together, and form what we call a District, or central governing body for these Lodges.
1094. Do these branches act independently of the governing body ? They do to a certain extent, as far as
sick pay and benefits to the members are concerned, but not as far as funeral benefits are concerned ; these
come from the District.
1095. You liave subordinate Lodges, have you not ? 1 do not exactly understand what you mean by subor
dinate Lodges.
1096. That is persons who form themselves into a Lodge under your Order, and act independently of it to
some extent in reference to making rules and by-laws 7 Wc liave neutral or non-district Lodges which have
the whole governing power wfithin themselves, as far as dealing with the funds is concerned. These are not
attached to any particular District.
1097. Tiien I presume they are under the government of the central governing body in Sydney ? Under
that of the central body, or sub-committee of management, as it is allied.
1098. Do you make returns to the Registrar of Friendly Societies ? We do, yes.
1099. And are they sent in annually ? Yes, annually.
1100. And does the governing body send in reports embodying all the infonnation in connection with the
■whole of the Lodges under the Order ; or do the Lodges send the returns themselves directly ? The return
forms are received by myself from the Registrar, and I furnish them to the Districts. They distribute them
to the branches, and they are returned in tlie same way to me, and I hand them over to the Registrar. I
compile, for my own use, the statistics from the returns, but the returns are furnished to the Registrar as I
receive them.
1101. In sending in these returns to the Registrar, do you inform him of the ages at which peraons are
initiated into the Order, and the ages at which persons arc registered—the death rate 1 mean ? No, the
return does not require the information and it lias not been given; the law does not provide that we shall
do it.
1102. But I suppose you have a record of the age of every person initiated into the Order? There is a
record kept by the Districts.
1103. And is that not supplied to the governing body ? There is no return made regularly of the ages.
1104. How does the governing body know what are the respective ages ? In -the case of a new Society
being formed, the ages and names are submitted to the sub-committee for approval, but not with new
members joining branches already formed.
.
1105. But there is a record at the respective branches 7 Oh yes, there is.
1106. Do not they make a declaration ? A new member joining has to make a declaration.
1107. And is there not a medical examination as well? There is; every candidate has to pass a medical
examination.
1108. And do not persons joining have to pay a donation? They are required to pay an entrance fee.
1109. Is that a fixed extrance fee for all persons, or is it graduated according to the ages of the persons who
join ? It is a graduated scale according to age.
.
1110. Could you afford the Commission such information as yon have, by either obtaining it from the
respective Districts or from any other source, of the ages of the persons belonging to the respective Lodges,
when they were initiated, and the ages at which persons died? All that information could be furnished by
the Secretaries of the Districts, who have a record of all ages.
1111. Have you a copy of your rules with you ? I liave.
1112. Will you put a copy in evidence ? Yes. (Copj/ of rules put in.)
1113. Are they the rnles that govern the whole Order ? They are.
1114. Have you paid much attention to the working of the Friendly Societies A.ct? As far as it lias come
within my knowledge, the Act operates well as far as our Society is concerned.
1115. I suppose disputes sometimes arise amongst the members of‘the Order ? Yes, occasionally they do.
1116. How aro they disposed of ? A member, if lie has a grievance and cannot get satisfaction in his own
branch, is at liberty to appeal to tlie District.
1117. Do you think it would be a wise provision in any new Bill to he introduced to provide that all tlieso
local disputes should be settled within the body itself ? I think that is the opinion of many members of tho
Order who take an interest in the matter; they object to cases going outside our limits, and do not care
to take them into Court or anything of that kind.
■
1118. In the event of persons not paying up their fees, what means do you take to compel them? We
have power to summon them to Court.
1119. Have you done so in any case ? Not within my recollection now—none certainly recently.

1120

.
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1120. Now, do you think some local means, local to the bodies themselves, could be devised by which the
Mr.
matter could be settled? I think it would be a wise provision if Societies were empowered to settle these ^ ^ Smith,
matters amongst themselves by the appointment of a number of persons to arbitrate upon them.
-s
1121. Has there been any inquiry or examination as to whether the amount of contributions and fees levied ^ htee., 1881
for sick and funeral pay would be sufficient to meet all cases 1 As far as we are concerned, I am not aware
that there has been any attempt made to ascertain tliat point.
1122. Then you do not know whether the fees fixed would bo sufficient to meet all the claims upon the
funds 1 We can only judge by the past; they have been met for a number of years, and we never had any
difficulty in meeting our engagements.
1123. Have you much money to your credit? We consider we have a fair balance—somethincr like

22,000.

£

&

1124. Hoes that include landed property ? It includes all our assets.
1125. Havo you any landed property? There are some branches which have property of this kind; we
have a Lodge at Waverley or Itaudwick whick possesses land, and some Lodges possess halls and land.
1126. Do you invest tliis surplus money in any way ? In some instances I know branches have invested '
money in Corporation bonds ; but tlie greater part of our money is in the hands of the Banks.
1127. Then you could not say whether there is any money invested inland or property irrespective of Lodgerooms 1 They have land other than the rooms in which they meet, but I do not know to what extent
1128. Could any of these District authorities give us any information in respect to the working of the
Order more than you yourself have already given? Tlie District Secretaries are brought more directly in
contact with the working of the hranches; I deal only with the Districts, and through them with the
branches indirectly.
1129. But as Secretary you, as a matter of fact, know all that is going on? Yes.
1130. In fact, the ramifications of tho whole Order liave to be dealt with by the body in Sydney ? Generally,
but of course wc bave not the whole of the details.
1131. They arc all governed by the rules you have laid on the table? Yes, with the exception of Lodges
which have framed by-laws to suit their peculiar circumstances,
1132. Are they submitted to tlie governing body for their approval ? Yes.
1133. Have you felt any difficulty or inconvenience of any kind in communicating with tbe Registrar?
No, I have not; I liave always found any business I have had to transact has been done promptly; and we
have had every attention we could desire.
1134. Have you thought over tlie question whether, any necessity exists for the establishment of an office
for dealing with this business itself? It is not a matter I have given much thought to, but I should think
the extent of the Friendly Societies would quite justify the establishment of a separate Department to deal
with them.
1135. Mr. Abigail.) Have you a Lodge named “The Duke of Edinburgh" attached to your Order? Yes.
1136. Where is it situated ? Kempsey, Macleay River.
1137. Has there been any disturbance recently come under your notice in reference to its financial position ?
Notin reference to its financial position,
1I3S. In reference to its working? No ; no one has called any attention to its working. There was some
time ago a member who had a dispute with tbe branch, but that is more than twelve months ago.
1139. Was it represented to you as Grand Secretary that this Lodge admitted a number of its members who
had gone out of compliance, owing as much as from £8 to £10 each, and had placed them financial without
paying any contributions? I have no recollection of anything of that sort coming before me in the manner
yon have stated ; I have no recollection distinctly, but I could not say that such a communication has not
been made.
1140. Would tbe papers come to you or to tbe District 1 To our Committee.
'
1141. What District governs that part of tho Colony ? It is a neutral hranch.
1142. Then they would come directly to you? Yes.
.
1143. Do you know a Dennis Collins, Past Grand Master of that Lodge? Yes, tliat is tho name of tho
party from whom the communications came that I have referred to already.
1 Hi. You admit that some communications came from that Lodge ? Oh yes.
1145. Could you give us their purport? It happened so long ago that I could scarcely give you the whole
of the details; but generally I have some recollection that Dennis Collins objected to some member whom
the Lodge wished to initiate, and that lie protested against the initiation, I think, on the ground that he was
not an eligible candidate ^ and, I think, because they did not agree with bis statement, be took umbrage
and throw down his regalia, and left tho room saying he would have nothing more to do with them.
1146. You say they have not sent papers direct to you from that Lodge setting fortli that a number of
members have been made financial as just described by me? Such a ^atement might liave been made .by
Collins, but it has not come from tlie Lodge.
1147. No investigation has taken place into a matter of that kind ? No,.there has been no investigation.
1148. You stated in answer to the President, I understand, that you liave direct communication with all
the Lodges? Not with all the Lodges—only with neutral Lodges and the Districts.
1149. How many neutral Lodges are there ? We liave three.
1160. Where are they situated? One at ICempsey, one at Newcastle, and one in Sydney.
1161. How many Districts have you ? There are four now, one having been formed during this year.
1152. How many Lodges do those Districts control 1 About ninety; 1 think tho exact number is eighty-six.
1153. Then you have only direct communication with three Lodges? That is all, and the Districts.
1154. Will you produce the papers that you havo received from the Duke of Edinburgh Lodge ? Certainly.
1155. You stated that, so far as your knowledge goes, tlie present Friendly Societies Act answers well tbe
purposes for which it was passed ; is that so ? Some circumstances bave transpired in which we liave thought
that there might bave been some better provisions made for particular portions of our workings, or°to
enable us sometimes to take action that we cannot now do without going into Court.
1156. T take it you mean by that, by way of arbitration amongst yourselves? Yes.
1157. Are you favourable to a proposition that tlie management of a Society shall be controlled by arbitra
tion within itself ? Yes.
J ■
1158. Do you send your returns in regularly every year? The returns are furnished every year to the
Registrar.
1159. From whom? They come to me from the Districts, and I send them to the Registrar.
1160.

'
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1160. As you receive them, or in pamphlet form ? Yes, as I receive them.
I am not positive as to the number, but I know there were
several short.
4
,
Tj
19 Dec., 1881. 1162. Do you know that the Act provides a penalty for non-compliance with thatI do.
1163. Have you had any notice from the Registrar 1 Not officially, but I have lieen told neutrally that
certain returns were required, but I have not had any demand for them.
1164. £22,000 you say are the total funds of your Society—How many members would that cover? Tho
number of members is about 5,000.
_
.
1165. That £22,000 covers funeral, widow and orphans, and sick money 3 Not tho widow and orphans in
every instance, as this is not necessarily a portion of our Society, although we have a Widows and Orphans
Fund in connection with the Society. Still it is a separate institution in itself, with the exception of the
Braidwood and Hunter River Districts. So far us Sydney is concerned it is a separate institution. T am
not aware positively of the state of the Widows and Orphans' Fund in the Sydney district; but in tlie Braidwood District it stands very well—it stands at £1,070.
1166. And how many members are attached to that 3 976.
1167. That gives the Widows and Orphans’ Fund a little over a pound a head ? Yes.
1168. Aro the contributions uniform ? No, not uniform.
'
1169. Just describe the differences, will you, as near as you can—the lowest and tho highest? in some of
the mining townships they have a different arrangement for medical attendance, but taking this into consi
deration they pay a contribution equal to a shilling a week, less the amount that would be paid for a medical
man, or equal to 7 id. But they have no medical practitioner to pay out of that, because there is medical
attendance attached to the collieries.
,
1170. Then that will cover funeral benefits, sick pay, and the management expenses of the Society ? les.
1171. There is no provision for distress gifts 1 There is no special provision beyond what our laws give.
1172. Do your laws make any provision for these? There is presumably a provision.
1173. Up to what amount ? £2 is the liighest amount.
...
,
1174. From your experience of the management of the Society, do yon think 7i-d. is suflicient to coyer the
benefits ? Well, that would be tlie same as asking if a shilling is suflicient, because out of that shilling we
should have to pay a medical man.
■
1175. Do you, then, consider a shilling sufficient? My own opinion is that it is scarcely sufficient
1176. Is there any one of your Lodges paying more or less? Yes, some pay more, none less; they pay up
to 16d. I do not know whether any pay that now, but it used to be so. '
1177. And do they get benefits proportionately large ? Not beyond what our laws allow.^
1178. And do they get the same for a shilling as those Lodges whose members pay 15d. or 16d. ? Yes.
1179. Are you in favour of a uniform contribution, seeing that you give uniform benefits? I have had some
thought that a graduated scale ought to be made, but have not sufficiently considered the matter to say how
that graduated scale should be made.
1180. When any number of men desire to start a branch in connection with your Order, how do they pro
ceed : do you instruct them to carry out the Friendly Societies Act before they take any money, or inform
them'that they must be registered ? They cannot be registered until they are formed; tho usual plan is to
make out or get a requisition signed by a- number of persons desirous of becoming members of the Society,
and this of course sets out the ages, occupations, and so on, and whether they are married or single. ^
1181. I understand you, then, that these Societies arc started and established before they are registered 3
The Society or branch is opened.
_
.
1182. And do they receive money before tho registration ? They receive the entrance fees and contributions.
1183. Have you read tliis in clause 6, under Part II: “ Every person being a member of the committee of
management of any Society hereafter to be formed for any purpose within the meaning of this Act who shall
take any money in consideration of the allotment of shares or any interest in such Society" until the same
shall be registered under this A.ct shall incur a penalty for every sueh offence not exceeding twenty pounds”?
Then in that case no Society could be established—they could not be formed. ....
,
1184. I simply point out the clause and ask if your Society complies with it? It is quite impossible for a
Society to be registered before it is formed.
.
1185. Do they do it simultaneously with receiving the money? It is done as soon after as convenient
within a reasonable time,
1186. What is a reasonable time ? Well, a month or two.
1187. President. ] You read from a book just now, showing certain amounts of money ; would you put that
in evidence, if you have a spare copy ? Yes. (Report of Braidwood District put in.)
^
1188. Mr. GreviUe.] Is tliere a certain limit both as to contributions and benefits within which all the
Lodges formed must keep ? Yes. _
_
,
1189. That is the contributions cannot be less than a certain sum ? Not Jess than a certain sum.
1190. And benefits ? As stated by our laws they must be within certain limits.
_
1191. And so long as they keep within these limits can the Lodges exercise their own discretion as to the
payments by members? They are laid down by law. Our law states here on page 15, law21, what the
amounts paid are to be.
_
1192. Can a Society fix higher fees than these ? The Society can decide tho amount of contribution which it
will charge its members.
1193. Have the Societies a discretionary power as to what they shall charge their members, provided that
they keep within the rules ? Yes, so far as regards the contributions.
1194. Then, I presume, the Grand Lodge adopted this scale from the previous working of the Order else
where? I do not know from what source our laws are compiled ; the law I referred you to just now refers
to the Funeral Fund only, and not to the contributions.
'
1195. Have any of these rates of contributions, for whatever fund they, may be, been tested by any actuary ?
Not that I am aware of.
_ _
_
1196. Do you know from what source the Grand Lodge in New South Wales obtained them ? I think they
sj'e based on the lat^s in use by the Society in England) though there may be some variations in matters in
detail.
_
_
, ,
.
.
1197. Have vou compared the rates of contribution in use here with tho rates existing m the Society m
England ? They do vary.
Mr.

A. L. Smith. 1161. How many did you send in for 18801
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1198. Are they higher, or lower herel I think they nre lower in England than they are here.
A. t. Smith.
1199. And tho benefits ? They are greater here also.
1200. Is there a proportion observed ? I am. not sufficiently conversant with the English laWg to state 19 Dec., 1881.
positively.
1201. And do you say you believe the English contributions were taken as a basis for yours? No : the
general laws, not the contributions.
1202. Then I must ask you again upon what basis the contributions were fixed? I am not aware that
they have been taken from any particular source—1 do not know from what source- they are taken.
1203. And you do not know whether they have been tested by any actuary ? No; tlie experience of thirty
years has tested them—they have not varied much during that time,
1204. Has this Society been in existence thirty years ? More than that; it was registered in 1848, and
there were branch Societies in existence before tiien.
1205. And it is within your knowledge that it has been necessary to make calls to supplement these
contributions as not sufficient 1 It has occurred, I believe.
1206. In more than one Lodge? Yes, probably so.
1207. Is it a general thing that Lodges make levies to meet liabilities? Yes, but not because they ate
insolvent.
1208. But they have been driven to extraneous sources, such as a special levy for the purpose of putting
themselves in funds? Well, not in that light exactly. Levies are made to meet current expenditure, and.
not because the Lodge has not sufficient funds to pay tliat levy, but simply to meet the demand without
going on their funds.
1209. Jfr. Smif/t.] Would that be an expenditure arising from unforeseen circumstances? Not necessarily.
1210. Mr. 6'revUle.] Under the 7th clause, Part II of the Act, one of the conditions 'of registration is
tliat the Society shall give a certificate under the hand of an actuary who has exercised his profession for at
least five years as to the correctness of the tables—Do you know of any case where a Society lias done that
when it has applied for registration 1 Never such a case has occurred in our Society.
1211. Have you assisted at tho registration of any Societies since November, 1873? I have assisted at
several.
1212. Now, in any one instance have you lodged with the application a certificate by an actuary ? There
has been nothing for an actuary to compile in a newly formed district - they would have no funds, and the
members would be all new.
1213. Does not your Society insure to every member thereof “ a certain annuity or certain superannuation
deferred or immediate on any sum or sums payable as endowment, or in case of sickness or death” ? Yes
in case of sickness or death.
’
1214. Now, I ask again whether you have ever lodged the certificate of an actuary as laid down by this
clause ? I am not aware that it has ever been required.
1215. Then I would ask you whether, failing in doing so, did the Registrar point out your deficiency and
ask you for it? I cannot seo how it applies to the registration of a new Society ; my attention never was so
called.

1216. Mr. Jfoldswort/i.] Do you send in the reports annually or do the branches? The annual returns as
required by the Registrar.
1217. Did I understand that you compiled your statistics from these returns ? Yes.
1218. Your Society has been working for a number of years? Yes.
1219. Have your funds proved sufficient—J do not mean in the ease of an isolated Lodge, but as a general
rule ? If we may judge by the results, they have proved sufficient.
1220. You have paid all claims upon you ? Yes.
1221. Do you lose members every year? Oh yes, occasionally,
1222. How ? Some by death aiid others by default.
1223. Are those who die as a rule the older members ? I have no means of ascertaining positively.
1224. Tlie now members who join—are they under a certain age ? Yes; we have a limit.
'
1225. What is that limit ? We do not admit a member under any conditions at all over the age of forty—
our laws will not allow us to do so.
J
1226. A great deal has been said about actuary's calculations—Do you not think tliat the experience of your
Society for over thirty years is worth more than an actuary’s theory ? 1 have thought so. I have thought
tliat it was sufficient to establish us as a solvent Society.
6
1227. Are you of opinion that a Society, having worked for thirty or forty years at a certain rate, paid all
its demands and laid by a surplus, lias a right to be considered solvent ? I should say so.
1228. Do you consider that your Society, from its age, has reached what may be called a general average in
insurance ? 1 should consider that it has.
s
1229. Mr. Davies.] What number of subordinate Lodges have you in New South Wales in connection with
your Society ? The number of Lodges at the present time in existence is I think about ninety.
1230. What is the total number of financial members ? About 5,000.
1231. What was your total income for last year? The receipts to the end of December, 1880, were
17s.
1232. The expenditure of tlie Sydnej^ Lodges on account of sick pay 1 £3,001 4s. 3d.
1233. What was the amount paid on account of funeral donations? I cannot tell you positively about tlie
amount paid on deaths, but tlie amount of funds subscribed for the purposes of that fund was £2,5 76 17s. 1 d
1234. What was the _ amount paid on behalf of these Sydney subordinate Lodges on account of medicai'
attendance and medicines ? The figures I have given you include all,
1235. Yes, but I want to know about the medical attendance now ? The medical benefits, £3,867 11s, 7d.
1236. Does that include doctor’s attendance ? Yes, and medicines.
*
’
’
1237. Have you any means of furnishing tlie Commission with the death rate for tlie past ten years of your
Society ? I have, in books or papers in my possession, and could give you the number of deaths during
that period.
8
1238. What I mean is tho average of the death-rate ? It could easily be obtained.
1239. Could you furnish it to the Commission? I could do so.
1240. And also with reference to tbe funeral donations for a like period? I could do so.
1241. And medical expenses ? Yes.
1242. What has been the cost for the last year of management of these ninety Societies? £1,648 12s. 7d.
’
1243.
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1243. What is included under tho head of Management ?

It includes rents and goods, ail expenses outside

A, L. bimtli. ]110cpcai benefit^ and tlie Funeral Fund.

19 Dec 1881
Bfeve you been in the habit of furnishing returns to the Registrar 1 Yes.
'’
' 12 45. In what form do you usually prepare them and send them in I I have handed the returns as received
by me from the Distnets and as made out by the Branches.
1246. Separate returns ? Yes.
1247. Do I understand that you have sent in ninety separate returns to the Registrar 1
No, on the 31st
December last there were not ninety Lodges.
1248. But what I'mean is do you furnish a separate return’for each of the subordinate Lodges'! The
returns have been sent in with a few exceptions; there are a few Lodges which have failed to send in their
returns.
1249. You furnish tlie returns as you receive them 1 Yes.
1250. And in some instances there has been default on the part of subordinate Lodges? Yes,
1251. The rules you have put in show tho general working of your Societies ? Yes.
1252. And I gather from a question put—I think by Mr. Abigail—that yon are under the impression that
the Friendly Societies Act works pretty well ? We cannot take any exception to any of its clauses.
1253. Is there any portion of it which you believe to be defective ? No, with the exception of its failing to
give us sufficient powers to deal with the internal government and management of the Order.
1254. And to what extent do you think the Act requires amending'? Simply to give us the powers to deal
entirely with our own matters in all eases of dispute and so on.

1255. Have you not the power to do tliat now 2
them to Court.

We can compel persons to pay contributions by taking

1256. Do you think that a desirable thing? No, we do not like it; that is my own opmion, and, I believe,
the opinion of several of the leading members of tbe Order.
1257. Would it be preferable to allow members to go? No, wc would rather have some other means of
obtaining the contributions.
1258. What means would you suggest? I should think that the appointment of a Board which would hare
power to act would answer the purpose.
1259. You liave a power in your by-laws which provides for dealing with disputes by means of arbitration ?
We have.
'
1260. How does that work? From my recollection I am not aware that tho arbitrators have been
called on.
1261. There has been no case arising? No, no case that has been referred to arbitration.
1262. I observe from these rules that no Lodge can fix its contributions above a certain sum? They have
usually ranged from Is. to Is. od., and in some instances Is. 4d., but not beyond that.
1263. Do you think it necessary to have a uniform code of by-laws for all Societies ? Well, I think that is
a matter that should be left to the Societies themselves to deal with.
1264. Do not you think it would simplify tlie working of the Society if there was uniformity? I am
scarcely prepared to answer tliat question, as I have not given the subject sufficient thought.
1265. I understand you to say that your Grand Lodge has never had cause to complain of tho financial
position of any one of the subordinate Lodges ? There liave been instances of Lodges which bave been
closed from the dispersion of their members.
1266. Would that arise from want of funds ? Not always.
1267. Do you know of any case where a Lodge has been closed in consequence of the want of suflicient
funds? No j Lodges have generally been closed on account of members leaving, and not suflicient being
left to support tbe Lodge.
1268. You have found, then, that the financial basis has been sufficient to meet all engagements? Generally
it is so.
1269. Is there any case of failure within your own recollection? Not within my personal knowledge,
though I do know of a Lodge in the Manning River district that within the last few years became extinct,
and I think it was partly through the exhaustion of its funds, some of which were misappropriated by one
of the members.
■
■
1270. But generally you "say the Societies under you have been able to meet their financial engagements?
Generally it is so,
1271. And there is a large sum of money to your credit? Yes,
*

1272. Amounting to how mucli? £22,000.
] 273. With ninety Lodges? Something less than ninety.
1274. And how many members ? About 5,000.
1275. In the event of a Lodge being dissolved, what provision is made for its members—does the Grand
Lodge afford them any protection 1 It is quite competent for the members to join other branches of tho
Society, and that has been the usual course for them to take—to draw their clearances and join other Lodges.
1276. But suppose a member does not do so, does the Grand Lodge provide him with the benefits? It does;
we liave instances at the present time.
12/7. In by-law No. 35 there is a provision for unfinancial members being admitted ; what is the meaning
and intention of that provision? It may possibly occur that a member, through some cause or other, has
failed to pay his contributions within the term required. We consider a member unfinancial if he owes 13s.,
and by some accident ho might not be able to come to his branch on that night. The following night he
would be unfinancial; hut under this by-law he could be admitted by a vote of tho Lodge.
1278. In reference to the Society at the Manning, where the funds became reduced by reason of misappro
priation, was it by an oflmor or private member ? It was by an officer.
'
1279. What officer? Either treasurer or trustee.
1280. Do not you take a bond from your treasurer ? There is a law to that effect.
1281. Do you take it in every case ? So far as I know it is done.
1282. Was it done in this case? I am not aware.
1283. Mr. Jiuliie.] You have a juvenile branch in connection with your Society?
I know an instance of
a juvenile branch in the Hunter River district,-but am not aware of any in Sydney.
■
1284. I see that upon page 71 of your rules there is something in reference to this subject? There is a
desire to establish juvenile branches, but it has not been very successful.

1285.
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1283. Tiien you arc not acquainted with the working; of this branch? imj. I am not.
Jlr. _
1286. Eelative to tlie amount charged to the Sick and Funeral Fund, Cd. a week, is that tlie minimum levy A. LSmith
upon tho fund? That is the minimum.
in Den ^881
1287. Are tliere many Lodges contributing more than that? It is only required that they should contri
bute that amount.
1288. Yes, but are there any contributing more than that ? I am not aware of any.
1289. Have you in your experience found it sufficient to meet all demands on the fund ? I think 6d. a week
is scarcely equal to tlie amount, but in some districts it is quite suflicient. In Sydney and the Hunter Elver
districts, however, it would be advisable tliat a larger amount should be paid.
1290. Then how arc the funds maintained ? By making levies.
1291. That is, when the funds go down to a certain distance a levy is made ? A levy is made of sufficient
amount to meet the current charge on that fund. If there are a number of deaths in a district the district
makes a levy round the branches to meet the amount.
1292. And is that also the case on the death of a member’s wife? Levies are made to meet all deaths.
1293. I seo also that you provide for the death of a child? Yes.
1294. Is that particular branch working in Sydney ? There are frequent claims on it.
1293. Could you give us a return in reference to that 1 The district officers could.
1296. The amounts vary according to the length of time ? Yos.
1297. There is no special contribution to that fund ? It is given out of a fund provided for the purpose,
the Sick and Funeral Fund.
1298. Is there a registration fee charged for every child for which it is intended to claim the funeral dona
tion ? There is.
*
1299. And that funeral donation comes out of the general fund without any levy ? Out of the District
Funds.
1300. There is no special levy for that? The district makes a levy to provide for these funds.
1301. 1 see you provide here for arbitration—Have you had many cases to arbitrate on latterly ? I do not
remember any cases, at all events recently.
1302. Then you could not give us any information as to the competency of the mode which you lay down
in your rules as to its general working? I cannot instance any case that has come under the operation of
that law.
1303. Do you know of any case in other districts outside of your jurisdiction ? I liave no knowledge of any
case of the kind.
1304. How often is a levy made to the Sick and Funeral Fund? The district makes its levies usually
quarterly.
1305. And in case of funds going low they make an extra levy ? They make a levy to meet the requirements.
1306. Even though a quarter has not elapsed since the levy was made ? Just so,
1307. Do you admit members arriving from England on the same terms as those joining here ? There are
special provisions in our laws.
1308. Are they received beyond the age of 40? It is optional with Lodges to receive any member beyond
the age of 40, that is by clearance.
1309. If they bring their clearances with them is it optional ? Oil yes, but it is very seldom they are
refused.
1310. Has each of your Lodges trustees ? Each Lodge.
■
1311. How many are appointed by each Lodge ? Two.
1312. With a treasurer ? Yes.
1313. Have they tlie payment of all moneys in connection with the Lodge ? Yes, the trustees sign all the
vouchers.
1314. For sick pay 1 Hot always for that, but for the banking of the funds.
1315. Mr. IfewlaTid.] What constitutes an unfinancial member—how many weeks contribution in arrear ?
Thirteen weeks.
1316. If a member owes thirteen weeks' contributions and they are not paid, what does the Lodge do with
him ? He is suspended from all benefits until he has made himself financial, and then for a period after
that.
.
1317. If he is unfinancial for the space of twelve months what transpires ) The Lodge has power to erase
his name from the books.
1318. And have you not received from the districts the names of members which have thus been erased from
the books? Yes.
1319. How can a member under these circumstances owe eight or ten pounds to the Society? It is impos
sible that lie should do so.
■
1320. When he owes fifty-two shillings he is no longer a member of the Society then ? That is so.
1321. Unless he rejoins? Yes.
1322. And if he is over the age of 40 ? He cannot join again.
1323. Has the Society refused individuals over the age of 40? Oh yes, cases often occur.
1324. Was there not a branch of your Society called the “ Sons of Perseverance ” ? Yes.
1325. Is it still a branch of the Society ? Ho, it is no longer a branch.
1326. Has it been expelled? The suspension of the Lodge took place some few years ago by the Sub-Com
mittee of Management.
.
1327. Why was it suspended? For non-payment of levies and refusing to comply with the law.
1328. Did they give any reason for refusing to pay their levies ? One reason was that they did not agree
with the laws that were passed at the meeting held at Hewcastlo some years ago.
1329. Has the parent Society no means of compelling Lodges to pay their levies ? I suppose they have the
power to sue in the Courts.
1330. Why did they not in this case sue the “ Sous of Perseverance” Lodge? I think it.was from a dislike
to take our business and matters into the Courts.
1331. And are the “ Sons of Perseverance" still working as a Friendly Benefit Society ? They are still in
existence.
1332. And how do they style themselves ? The “ Sons of Perseverance Benefit Society,” I believe.
1333. Hot “ Sons of Perseverance Grand United Order of Oddfellows ” ? Not now, I believe.
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A, L&nitl!. n3J4'. Then did that hftppen 1 1 do 110t kno'"' oflldally ; but I was told liy Mr. Scott, of tho Registrar’s
_ a they purpostid changing the name of their Society, and were going to register themselves under
19 Dee 1SS1
naine as S00n as their laws were ready.
*
’
1335. But they have still the dispensation and rituals that were granted by your Grand Lodge? Thay
have thorn still, iilthougli a demand has been made for them by our committee. Wo consider they belong
to our Society, according to our law.
And did they refuse to deliver them up ? The demand was made, hut it was not complied with,
1337. Are your benefits now the same as they were twenty years ago 1 I believe they are.
133S. Yon are not aware that they have been increased—I mean the funeral donations? Tliere was an
alteration, I believe, some few years ago.
1339. Lou are not certain whether they have been increased? "Les, I believe they have been altered,
1-3'iO. You have already stated that when Lodges dissolve through inability to carry on their business, the
members can by clearance rejoin any other Lodge in connection with the Society i Yes.
1341. Jfr. Wm/e.] Do you know of any instance in which the rates of entrance fee have been in any way
different from what is laid down—in opening new Lodges jtarticularly ? 1 lielieve a special scale has been
made for new branches in some instances.
1342. Do I understand that answer to imply that these rules have been set mside for these special occasions?
We have not done more than the laws give us power to do.
1343. Do the laws give you power to set aside this scale ? There is a discretionary power,
1344. Then this scale, which purports to be your scale of entrance fees, is only a scale so far as it suits the
convenience of the Society ? It is the scale usually adopted.
1345. Do I understand you to mean that it is not uniformly adopted? By existing branches it is, the usual
rate of fees.
,
1346. What cases do you know of deviation from this scale? Only in the opening of sonic of the new
branches.
134-7. And could you tell the Commission to what extent these tables have been set aside and others
substituted ? Only as I have said, in the opening of two or three new Lodges.
1348. Do you make the same reply with regard to age?
Tliere is no deviation in the ages of members
admitted.
'
1349. Are you aware of any cases in which the ages returned at which memhers have been admitted have
been other than they actually were? iso such instance has come under our notice ; but if a member should
by making a false statement gain admission, the law gives us power to expel him.
1350. Do you know of any cases in which members forming a new Lodge have been advised to give a
lesser age than they really were? Certainly not.
1351. Have you ever taken the matter of graduated contributions into consideration?
No, it has never
come under any serious consideration; it has been talked about, but there have been no steps taken to have
any such change made,
1
1352. In your own judgment do you think such a thing desirable? I should be prepared to admit the
desirableness of considering the question.
1353. You mentioned just now that the minimum of subscription was Is.; how much of that is available
forsick pay ? There is 6d. of that always placed to tbe Sick and Funeral Fund.
1354. Has it been hitherto suflicient to meet all liabilities? Yes.
1355. Do you know of any instances of repudiation? No, none have come under my knowledge.
1356. Do you know of any case in which less than the sum guaranteed has been given? No.
1357. You stated that you had some ,£22,000 in hand—Does that represent the value of halls and other
property ? Yes, it is the total available assets.
1358. Do you consider that this £4- 9s. a head is a reasonable amount to meet any probable liabilities you
may have ? The average amount would havo been higher, hut we have made a large number of members
during the past twelve months, which lias had the effect of low'ering the average.
1359. You gave an item, “ doctors and medicine’’: what was the cost last year? £3,867 11s. 7d.
1360. What provisions do your law's make for the minority in the breaking up of a Lodge? There is a lot
in that question.
1361. Is a person likely to be removed from the chance of continuing his benefits by any means other than.
Ins own action ? No.
”
1362. So long as he complies with your laws he can belong to the Order? Yes.
1363. Does the District give the same amount of sick pay as the branch does? The sick pay and funeral
donations are laid down by law, and he would be entitled to them from the District if the Lodge broke up.
1364. And how would he be supplied with medical attendance and medicines? The District would provide
for this; the laws provide now.
1365. Are levies made at the death of a member, his wife, or child, or are they made in the usual way each
quarter in advance? The workings of the Districts can he better explained by the District officers.
1360.' I will simplify the question. Who fixes the levies for the Funeral Fund ? The District officers, at the
District meetings.
1367. The delegates voting at the time, or have they no power of voting on that? The District officers fix
the amount of the levy, knowing what the expenditure for the quarter is.
1368. Are they not made,for tlie probable deaths of the eusuing quarter? I could not state positively.
1369. Suppose the District officers have fixed the rate of levy, have the delegates power to alter it? Not
that I am aware of.
13(0. Then the levies are fixed by the officers without regard to any other power? They are made by the
District officers to meet requirements.
1371. And aro not made at the death of each member, or wife, or child? Oh no, not generally.
1372. The Widows’ and Orphans1 Fund, is that optional? It is optional, yes.
1373. Have you a separate Superannuation Fund to meet cases of permanent disability ? No, nothing but
the usual rate.
1374. In tliat case does the member continue to pay into the Lodge the same as any other person 1 No, he
is not required to pay any further.
'
TheDommission then adjourned until Monday,.9 January, 1882.
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Examination of Mr. Alfred Lees Smith continued :—
1375. President] Do you produce a return in answer to a question submitted at the last meeting? Yes, it
Mr.
is here. (AjipewJAx D.)
A, L. Smith.
1376. Mr.
How long is it, Mr. Smith, since the Grand United Order of Oddfellows has adopted
the cheap initiation scale on the, institution of new Lodges? I could not tell you positively, but I think 0 Jal1'' l®8a'
from my recollection it has not been in existence more than about two or three years.
13/ 7. I may, I suppose, presume that the reason of the Grand United Order of Oddfellows adopting this
scale was through the American Order of Oddfellows and the Protestant Alliance entering into active com
petition with them ? I am not aware that it has been specially competing with them.
1378. But your Society adopted it immediately after these Societies? We have had the power to allow it
for some time past,.
1379. Do your laws also provide that after these cheap fees have ceased to exist, Lodges can have the power*
.of returning to them at intervals to suit their own convenience? Yes, I think so ; a Lodge, by making
'
application to its District, may obtain permission ; but it is necessary to obtain the permission of the Dis
trict to adopt a. lower scale of charges for a certain period, and even there is a restriction as regards age.
1380. Lou hardly catch the gist of my question, which is that a Lodge opening charges half-fees for a
month, and then returns to the proper fees laid down in the rules for a certain time, and then again returns
to the half-lees-—no you allow them to do that ? I have no recollection of any instance occurring of that kind.
1381. I presume no Lodge dare do anything contrary to your rules? It would have to be done with the
permission of the District Secretary.
■
1382. What is your opinion as to the desirableness of allowing tbem to do this? I should not hold with it
in the case of a new Lodge, but it might be necessary with an old-established Lodge that was wanting new
and younger members.
■
^
1383. What is your opinion as to the justice of it to those who have joined in the interim, and who have
paid the full fees 1 It would be by the voice of the Lodge and the majority of members; and if the majority
of the members agreed 1 do not see that there could he any objection.
'
“
1384. Do you think that it is in any way proper to allow Lodges to have the power of doing it? I believe
that in some instances it has been shown to be beneficial.
'
1385. 1 see in your returns that the Grand Division have the power of voting certain sums out of the Grand
Lodge Funds to new Lodges to assist them' is that true? Our law gives us the power of contributing
somewhat towards the expense of opening Lodges.
13S6. You mean to say that you offer a premium to Lodges that wish to be opened in the shape of a money
rate? No, not so.
1387. What Lodges in the Sydney District received the amount of £15 set out in your report as havbtg
been given? There has no such sum been given, except it be to some outside Lodge. At would not be to any
particular Lodge, though there might be a number of Lodges. I do not remember tbe circumstance.
1388. But you are Grand Secretary : have you not command of the cash books ? Yes, but I have not them
here.
1389. President. \ Are these amounts voted to the Districts generally? Yes.
1390. Mr. Langley.'] Does that cover all tiie advances to the various Lodges, no matter how many have
•
been opened in the District; it is not for any special Lodge in the District ? No, certainly not; some Lodges
.
are opened at a great distance, and we have to incur expense in opening them and paying ofEcesU expenses.
1391. Mr. Gelding,\ You mean to say that the Grand Lodge-pays the cost of opening these new Lodges? ‘
!
No, not entirely.
"
1392. Arc you aware of posters being distributed about the streets in Sydney offering very special advan
tages to members joining ? Not except in the matter of half-fees at the institution of a new Lodge.
1393. I sec you have some neutral Lodges in your district—how are they managed ? They have the manage
ment of their affairs entirely in their own hands, excepting that they are attached to tho Sub-Committee of
Management.
.
1394. W hat amount do they pay to the Grand Lodge ? They pay a levy for ordinary expenses, the same as
the Districts or other Lodges.
•
'
1395. Arc you aware that in some of these now Lodges instructions have been given to medical officers not
to be particular in their examination ? I am not aware of any such thing, and should decidedly say it was
not the case.
'
.
1390. I see that in the Braidwood District there are 976 members, and their capital is£l,070- -How do you
account for the smallness of that amount ? That is simply in the Widows and Orphans’ Eund ; twelve
months ago their funds were nearly £4.000, and they have improved since then.
1397. Can 3-ou inform the (‘oinmission what was the average per head last year ? I think it was about £6 •,
it was in one of the reports 1 put in evidence.
"
3398. How often do your Directors attend the Grand Committees ? Every three months,
1399.. How are they paid ?
The town members are paid 2s. Gd. for each meeting, and country members,
of which we baVe only one on the Committee, get mileage and a rate per day.
1400. Do you not summons these others from the Manning River District and the Braidwood District 1
For the sake of economy they prefer to be represented by persons living in Sydney.
1401. President.] That is, they wore represented by proxy ? Yes: at the-annual meeting those elected to
represent (say) Braidwood District prefer to nominate some friend belonging to a Branch in Sydney to repre
sent'them, so that he is paid only as a city member.
1402.
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.
]402. J/r. Gelding.] Does that have the effect of positively throwing the whole management of the Order
' ' a ml i11^0
hands of members of the Sydney District? No, not entirely, because we had recently two instances
9 Jan ISS2
nienl^ers on
Board who were contributing to the Districts they represented though they were Sydney
'*
' residents.
1403. You have had some experience in Friendly Societies, I presume, considering the nature of the office
you hold 1 1 have gained some little knowledge.
1404. What is your opinion of the sliding scale system now adopted by the large Societies in Great Britain 1
My attention was called before to that point, and I then stated that I considered it was desirable that a
system of that sort was worth all consideration. It has not come before our Board in any way.
1405. Are you of opinion that the system under which your Society is acting at present, that is, the half
fees, and returning to them again, and offering these groat advantages, which no doubt you are doing, tends
to create a sound financial system ? J cannot see that it has done our Society any injury.
1406. But do you consider two years1 experience is sufficient for you to gain any experience of its value?
I know that good has been derived from it in that time.
1407. Are you aware that in some of the Societies that have been working on the same system the Lodges
are virtually insolvent? No, I have not heard that, hut our half-fees are but little below tho full fees of
the Manchester Unity,
1408. Mr. Langley.] What is the proportion of the number of those leaving membership in your Order to
that of initiations 1 I could not give you that information now.
1409. Could you supply us with a return giving the information ? It could easily be ascertained from the
returns.
1410. President.] Perhaps you will add that to your evidence when it is sent to you ? Y’es, with pleasure,
1411. Mr. Gelding.] I sec that any Districts or neutral branches failing to send representatives is liable to
be fined <£5—do you ever put that rule into force? I do not know that it has ever been put in force.
1412. Do you think you could make them pay it if you wished to do so? I suppose we should have a .
difficulty in getting it.
1413. iVesicfcrci.] You have handed in a return showing the ages of members at time of death and the
amount of funeral donations, with other information ; in the first column I see the word “Ages,’’ what does
that refer to ? The age at time of death.
1414. But did we not ask you to furnish a return of the ages of persons when initiated into the Order—one
is no use without the other ? I am sorry I did not understand that.
1415. Will you kindly supply that information? Yes, 1 will do that.
1416. Is there anything you would like to say yourself to the Commission? No, I do not think there is
at present.
1417. I believe you are of opinion that some amendment of the law is required ? Yes, as far as I stated on
the last occasion.
The Commission then adjourned until Friday, 13th January.
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Mr. Richard Cannon sworn and examined :—

■

Mr.
1418. President^ What position do you occupy 1 I am Grand Secretary of tho Independent Order of
KCajinon Oddfellows.
,1419, How long has the Order of which you are a member been in existence here? Since January, 1877,

IJJau,, 1882,

j

t

■

•

so tar as i am aware.
1420. How long have you been Grand Secretary ?

_
From last October twelve months—since the Grand

Lodge was instituted.
_
1421. And has the Grand Lodge of New South Wales only been instituted within the last fifteen months?
That is all.
.
.
1422. No Grand Lodge existed previously ? No.
_
_
1423. Was there any central governing body in respect to Lodges ? The Grand Lodge of Victoria.
1424. I suppose all the correspondence and business in connection with the Order goes through the governing
body now in Sydney 1 Yes, sir.
1425. How many Lodges are there now in connection with the Order? Twenty-four.
1426. And about what number of members are there ? 1,463.
1427. They arc divided into how many Lodges ? That was the result of twenty Lodges last September j
since then we have had four additional Lodges instituted.
1428. Where are these Lodges held—what parts of the Colony ? Sydney and suburbs, Newcastle, Goulburn,
Mount Victoria, Penrith, South Creek, and Albury.
1429. Have you districts in connection with your Order ? Yes.
.
'
1430. What are the districts? They are appointed by the Grand Master.
1431. Could you tell us where they are situated ? I could not—it is a matter within the province of the
Grand Master alone.
_
1432. I presume you keep records of all the proceedings ? Yes.
1433. And when the Grand Master appoints a District? He appoints an officer for each separate District.
1434. And have you no record of that ? I have a record of the officers appointed.
1435. But are the Districts divided ? They are not subdivided distinctly.
1436. Have you any Districts at all 1 Yes, sir.
1437.
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Mr,
1437. Will }'ou kindly name some, of- tlicm ; is Sydney a District 1 No, sir; there are various District K, Cannon.
Deputy Officers appointed over different Lodges; one might be in the Soutli Head Road and another at
North Shore.
,
. 13 Jan., 1882.'
1438. Do these Lodges in different parts of the Colony communicate direct with you, or with some local
body or person appointed by the Grand- Master ? As to the routine of clerical work they correspond direct
with the Grand Secretary, but with regard to points of order they communicate with the District Deputy,
and he communicates with the Grand Master.
1439. You have annual communications, have you not? Yes.
1440. Are they movable? No, not yet, for we have only had one.
_
1441. Are they always held in Sydney? The only one we have yet had was held in Sydney, but the
majority may appoint the place of meeting—it may be movable.
1442. How are these subordinate Lodges represented at the Grand Lodge? By officers; one officer who
has filled the chair of Noble Grand, one officer for the Charter, and one for each fifty members, or major
part of fifty members.
.
.
.
1443. Do these subordinate Lodges attached to your Order make their own rules and by-laws ? Here is a
■copy of the Constitution, which is binding on all Lodges ; but, supplementary to this, a Lodge may make
by-laws, sanctioned by the Grand Lodge, so that they will not conflict with the Constitution.
1444. Now, in these by-laws, do they fix the amount of contributions to the Sick Fund and the Funeral
Fees? Yes, that is fixed in the Constitution.
1445. But what I want to know is whether the Lodges are permitted to fix these fees for themselves? No.
1446. They must adhere to the scale fixed by the Constitution? They must.
1447. Have you a hook here of your Constitution ? Yes, sir, I have. (Constitution produced.)
1448. Could you give this Commission any information as to the ages when the respective members have
been admitted into the Order, and the ages when they died, if any have died? Yes; I have not the returns
with me, but I could supply all that.
,
.
.
1449. What we want to know is numerically the number of members who have been admitted, and their
ages at the time of admission and at death ; could you furnish that? Yes,
1450. Is it within the knowledge of the Grand Secretary ? Yes.
_
1451. I suppose that in all Lodges the parties have to make a declaration as to their ages ? Yes, they
are supposed to declare their ages when under examination by the medical officer.
1452. Then is that information furnished to the Grand Lodge? Yes.
1453. Then do not you also know the ages at which the members died ? The ages are all sent in on the
returns.
'
_
1454. Could you furnish the Commission with a return showing the respective ages of persons when they
were initiated, and at which they died ? I should have to send to Victoria for tho information,
1455. Have you no record here in any of your hooks? I have a record of those since October, 1880. ^
1456. Would it be very much trouble for you to write to Victoria asking them to supply the information?

No.

.

.

r

. 1457. I think you stated that your hook of Constitutions would furnish information as to the amount of
Contributions, Sick and Funeral Funds, and so on ? Yes.
' 1458. These funds, I presume, are kept separate, are they not? Yes.
1459. Do you ever make any special levies in your Order? We have the power to do so, hut we have not
done so yet.
_
_
1460. You have found the contributions sufficient without resorting to special levies? Yes.
1461. Have you any sliding scale in connection with your Order? No.
_
1462. Could you tell the Commission what amount of money you have to the credit of the Order now ? To
the credit of the Funeral Fund, £814 3s. 4d.; and Incidental Fund, £8 8s. 8d.
1463. Mr. Jloldswo-rth.'] You have a Sick Fund? We have no Sick Fund in the Grand Lodge. These are
the funds received by the Grand Lodge on a capitation of 2s. per member per quarter for the Funeral Fund.
The Sick Fund is managed by the subordinate Lodges, and there is about £1,900 to the credit of the Sick
Fund; but I have only the returns up to last June.
_
_
1464. President.'] For greater accuracy it would be better that you should supply us with a return in
reference to this ; will you do so? Yes.
‘
1465. This' Incidental Fund, what is that? It is for management expenses. Each Lodge pays 9d. per
member, per quarter, to the Grand Lodge for management expenses, and 2s. per quarter to the Funeral
Fund.
_
1466. Could you tell us what the expense of the management was during the year? I have in my books
taken the time from which the Grand Lodge was instituted, October, 1880, to June, 1881, as tho first half
year, and from July 1st till December, us the second half-year.
1467. What was the expenditure between these dates? £338 Is., and this includes some £150 for goods,
and so on. I could give you the Management Fund of the Lodges; for the six monthsending June 30 it
was £308 2s. 6d.; that covers eighteen Lodges. The total income for these Lodges during the same period
was £1,861 3s. lOd,
■
1468. I suppose you are acquainted with the Friendly Societies Act? Yes.
1469. You are aware that certain returns have to be sent in to the Registrar during each year? Yes.
1470. Have the subordinate Lodges and the Grand Lodges complied with this law? I have sent in the
returns for the Grand Lodge.
,
1471. Do the returns from subordinate Lodges come through you, or are they sent direct to the Registrar?
They ought to come through the Grand Secretary, but the Registrar of Friendly Societies seems to give an
audience to all who will go to him.
_
_ __
1472. Then you do not know yourself whether that part of the law has been complied with in respect to
your subordinate Lodges ? No.
1473. Is there anything in your Constitution which makes it imperative on the subordinate Lodges to semi
returns through the Grand Lodge ? Yes, there is a clause in our Constitution which says that the Grand
Secretary shall bo the medium of communication between the Registrar and the Lodges.
1474. Have you ever attempted to enforce that in regard to subordinate Lodges ; that is, to compel them to
send returns through the Grand Lodge instead of direct to the Registrar ? No. I have got the forms now,
and have issued them to the Lodges, telling them that they should return them to me, to be sent in to the
Registrar.
■
1475.
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H75. Having made yourself acquainted with the law regulating Friendly Societies, is there any particular
E. Cannon.
clause or portion of that law that you could suggest to the Commission requires amendment or alteration t
13 Jan., 1882.
14i_6. Will you just state briefly the clauses you refer to? As regards the returns from the Friendly
bocioties, they are not specific enough. In the old forms of return—I have filled them in myself, and sent
them m—Doctors and Medical Benefits together were included in the Management Fund. Then, according to
these new returns, entrance or initiation fees arc in common; now, in our Order, we apportion a certain partof these to the Sick Fund and part to the Incidental Fund; but the returns only giv8 the contributions tothe Sick and Funeral Funds. I am showing you this to show how imperfect these returns are : you cannot
possibly arrive at either the income or expenditure of the Lodges by them. Another great fault in them
may be shown thus : m many Lodges we have a doctor who may be attending three or four or a dozen mem*
hers belonging to other Lodges, and the expense thus incurred would appear under the head “Expenses for
medical attendance.' In Victoria I tried to malm myself acquainted with the Societies there, and these
beautiful forms which I produce (Appendix E; show the “ amounts paid for attendance on and medicines
, /™eS), " ot‘ler Branches." By our form a false income is shown and a false expenditure
1477. The forms you refer to were those which have been issued by Mr. Oliver? Yes. thev are a Treat
improvement, but they are capable of still further improvement. These I hold in my hand (the Victorian
forms) would be well worthy of the consideration of the Commission.
1478. Is there any other suggestion you would like to make in reference to these forms ? Ho, I considem
that, were these to be adopted and compulsorily passed through the Lodges, it would save a great deal of
possible swindling on the part of Secretaries and others. It is quite possible now for the Secretary to make
a balance-sheet for his Lodge, and to send a fictitious one to the Grand Lodge.
1479. Do you know in any special or general way of any alteration you could suggest in the law as it now
exists in the Friendly Societies Act; arc there any particular clauses that you have paid special attention tothat you think require amendment ? Ho.
1480. Do you think the law is defective, or is it the practiced working of the Registrar’s Office under the law
tnat ls detective! I couMnot give an opinion.
1481. d/V. tfntifA.] How long have you been identified with the Order as Grand Secretary? Since the
establishment ot the Grand Lodge, in October, 1880.
i
1482. Your governing body is not situated in this Colony, is it? Our local governin'* body is.
1483. Your supreme governing body is not situated here ? l^o.
°
1484. Where is it situated ? ’.[here is one supreme body which is recognized by the delegates from all theAustralian Colonies, called the Grand Lodge of Australasia.
1485. What part of the world is it situated iu ? It is composed of members of the various Grand Lodges of
Colony la ' bUt f°r 0n mal7 int0ntS autl ImrPosea the Grand LodSe of
South Wales is supreme in the14SG. I understood you to say that you would have to apply or write to Victoria, to a Lodge there, for some
information ; now does that arise ? The Lodges here were subordinate to the Grand Lod"e of Victoria till
we found ourselves sufficiently strong to have a Grand Lodge of our own.
148.7; ,Thl'1 >’our Grand Ledge is not paying contributions to any other Grand Lodge in any other part of theworld ? Yes, we pay an assessment of Id. per member to the Grand Lodge of Australasia.
14-Si,. That is situated ivherc? It is movable, holding triennial sessions.
1489. Iu the event of a number of your subordinate Lodges having to collapse through a run upon their■
fluids, what would be the position of its members towards the Grand Lodge ? It is mentioned in tho
Constitution but it is a question that I have not considered. Section 68 says that if a subordinate Lod<*eshall be expelled from or shall sever its connection with the Order____
1490. Yes, but that is not what 1 meant. If one or more of your subordinate Lodges collapses through a
run upon its funds, and has to surrender to the Grand Lodge its warrant or charter, what is the position of
the members left with reference to tho Grand Lodge of Hew South Wales—how do- you provide for them ?
e ore a Lodge could come into that state the Grand Lodge would order levies to be made from the
members.
1491. But in the event of having done so and all resources having failed, how would those members be
protected by your Grand Lodge for the contributions they had paid ? That is a question I cannot answer
just now.
1
1492. FreadenL] Does the Grand Lodge undertake the liabilities ? Yes, we undertake the liabilities so far
as it would be m our province and .means as a Grand Lodge.
1493. Jfr. Smith.] What are the advantages arising from being connected with the supreme Grand Lodge,
for tbe maintenance of which connection a sort of fee is extracted from each member ? It is for unity of
government.
*
*
J
1494. Only that? Yes; and tbe fee is simply to pay for representation.
1495. You stated, in answer to tho President, that your Grand Lodge fixes tbe contributions that are to bepaid to all your subordinate Lodges 1 Yes, the Constitution provides for that.
1496. Provides that a certain standard of contribution shall lie paid ? Yes.
1497. Is it a uniform rate of contribution for the whole Colony of Hew South Wales? The rates are
iJittemut—members on the doctor's list pay Is. 3d. : those not on the doctor’s list pay Is.
1498. And that is the uniform rate adopted for subordinate Lodges in the Colony ? Yes.
1499. Do you find that ample to meet all requirements in the country districts, where doctor’s fees and
medicines are very expensive? Yes,
1500. ii/r.
You have told the Commission that, although you hold your position of Grand
secretary, tho_ majority of documents never come through your hands ? I did not state that.
1501. You said that a great quantity were sent to the Grand Master ? I stated that matters of points of
order and so on might be addressed to the District Deputy for the Grand Master.
1502. And do not they come through your hands first ? No.
1503. You stated just now that the weekly rate of contributions is—for members on the medical list Is 3d
and non-medical 1 s, ; is that the fact ? Yes,
’’
1504. Are you aware of any Lodges that only pay Is. for all these benefits ? No.
1505. Are you aware that the Asbfield Lodge only pa vs Is. ? Ho.
1506. Are you aware that on account of the low rate of contribution paid to that Lodge they had to ask for
money to pay sick allowances 1 From whom ?
i r.r,r
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150(. From the Grand Lodge ? They have never done so.
Mr.
1508. Is this ('rfocKmeni produced-) yova balance-sheet? For December, 18S0 : it is a statement of the F. Gannon.
■ Lodge Funds.
'
1509. I see by this that there is a majority of Lodges in the Order in debt to the Incidental Fund ; is that13 Jan'> 1SS3*
correct 1 They were indebted then.
1510. How do they stand at the present time ? I have not got the returns in yet for December.
1511. Have you them up to September? I have.
1-512. Could you inform the Commission whether there is any improvement 1 Oh, there is a great improve
ment in them.
lol.i. Could you tell me the Lodges indebted to the Incidental Fund then ? There is Ho. I. In some of
the Lodges the Funds arc not divided. '
'
1514. Then you cannot give the information I ask for? Hot for the whole of them.
1515. 1 on stated to the Commission that if the Victorian returns were brought into vogue hero it would
possibly do away with Secretaries compiling fictitious balance-sheets? Yes,
1516. Are your balance-sheets audited before being sent to the Registrar ? They should be.
1517. But arc they ? The issued form requires that they should be.
1518. As Grand Secretary of this Order, are you not in a position to sav they are duly audited? They are
duly audited.
'
‘
1519. Can you give us the average per head per member up to last December, of the total funds—or (say)
last September? The Subordinate Lodges had in hand about £1,900 iu June, and the Grand Lod^e
£822 12s. in December last.
°
lo20. As to this Grand Lodge, to which a capitation tax has been remitted, has a session ever been held in
Lew Soutli Wales? Oh no ; it has only lately been formed, and there has only been the one meeting.
1521. 5Vhat Colony, since the Order has been in existence, has this money been remitted to? To Victoria,
the one remittance.
1522. Are you aware that it is contrary to the Friendly Societies Act for Lodges here to have anything to
do with Victoria, or to be in any way governed by the rules they may frame ? I am not aware ofit. °
1523. Have you ever studied the Friendly Societies Act on that point ? Ho, not on that point.
1524. I see that each member pays 2s. a quarter towards the Funeral Fund levy, and 9d. to the Incidental
Fund levy; can you tell me the average most of the Lodges pay for medical benefits 1 The average is about
6s. 3d. a quarter.
1525. That, I presume, means more in Sydney than in the country districts? I am not aware of what
every Lodge actually does pay; I know some pay more and some less; some pay 6s. 6d. and others
■only 5s. 9d.
*
1526. And in the country districts? I am not aware what they pay.
1527. Arc you aware that they pay at least 7s. a quarter ? I am not aware of it.
1528. Aro you of opinion that your average per head is sufficient to meet all your liabilities j that is some
thing like ,£3 a head of the total value of the funds? Well, if the members were all voung and we wore
continually making Lodges I think it would be ample ; but when a Society grows large and is not making
new members, then I notice by statistics that were it not for the large amount of interest derivable from
investments Lodges could not be continued. For instance, taking tbe returns from Victoria of the Man
chester Unity, which there numbers about 13,000 members, and has about £180,000 in funds, I find their
funeral and sick pay was £800 more than tho amount of income ; and were it not for the largo amount of
interest they received they could not have met their claims ; but their interest amounted to about £9,000.
1529. President.] Do you mean the interest on capital invested by the Society ? Yes.
1530. Mr. Gddvng.] You have taken an interest in the working of Friendly Societies in Victoria? No;
but I have the returns with me. I was down in Melbourne a fortnight ago and got the information, as I
thought it might be useful to the Commission.
1531. You look upon the forms and everything connected with the Societies in Victoria as being patterns
to go by ? I do certainly.
1032, \Vhat is your opinion of the general workings of the Orders in Victoria ? 1 do not know much about
them, but if I take these elaborate returns I see that they afford all the information necessary respecting
members dying; and the ages are given. Every member in a Friendly Society there has a number, by
turning to which every particular can be found, such as when he was married, and so on. These particulars
■can all be found by a simple reference to this number.
1533. Are you aware that the Registrar in Victoria thinks £10 a head is not more than sufficient ? • I do
not know the gentleman, and I do not know what his opinions are.
1534. Have you studied the Act at present in existence in Hew South Wales? I have read it two or three
■times.
153o. Have you ever considered it advisable that a lot of the clauses should be altered? Ho.
1536. Mr. Slade.] You spoke of special levies ; are they regulated by the will of the Grand Officers, or are
they fixed by the delegates assembled? They are fixed by the desire of the Grand Lodge.
1537. Who fixes the amount of the levies ? The Grand Lodge.
■
1538. The officers, or officers and delegates combined ? The Grand Lodge; and when the Grand Lodge is
not in session, the Standing Committea
1539. What forms your Grand Lodge in this Colony? Representatives who have been through tbe Chairs
in subordinate Lodges.
'
1540. Do these representatives have any voice in fixing these levies? Ho, unless when the Grand Lodge
os in session.
°
1541. What levies do they fix then, not being in session ? There has never been a levy made up to the
present time,’ the two shilling levy for the Funeral Fund is fixed by the general rules,
1542. And is the ninepenny levy movable? Yes, it is movable, and is fixed annually by the representa
tives of the Grand Lodge.
r
1543. Then when you speak of special levies, you mean levies arising out of some sudden emergency which
The officers have the power of fixing in the intervals between the sessions? Yes.
1544. Does your Order offer any special advantages to the founders or opening members of a new Lodce?
Ho.
.
°
lu45. Not in the amount of admission-fee or as to age ? The scale is proportioned according to age.
1546.

358
56

I'iUENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—MINUTES OP EVIUENCE.

E Cannon
^ere 110 advantage like half-fees extended to opening or founding members of your Lodges't Yes,
' A
' there are half-fees when new Lodges are opened.
13 Jan. 1882
Does the advantage extended to opening members or founding members extend to their ages ? To all
’
' ages.
154-8. I mean do you allow a greater limit for ages at that time than at any other time? No.
■
1546. Have any of your Lodges broken up since you have registered the Order in this Colony 1 No.
1550. Have your Lodges at any time repudiated the claims for sick pay made upon them ? No, not that I
am aware of.
1551. Does 25s. a year represent the average amount your Lodges pay the doctors? About 25s.
1552. And 11s. a year is the, annual levy to the Grand Lodge ? That is the levy.
1553. Do management expenses, salaries, other expenses, and things of that sort come to more than about
3d, per member? The management expense amounted to £308 for the half-year.
1554. Can you give us any information as to the amount it costs for management expenses per individual
member in each Lodge; do you think 3d. per quarter would represent a fair average cost ? It would not.
pay.
1555. Do you think 13s. 2d. a year per member would represent all the management expenses of a Lodge ?
Yes, that ought to pay for the working.
1556. You say your income is 65s. a year ? Yes.
1557. Then, as these amounts represent 49s. 2d. a year out of the whole contributions, there is a balance
of 15s. lOd. for sick pay; in your opinion is that sufficient? No, it is not sufficient. "We pay 30s. to the
Sick Ifund and Puneral Lund, and, deducting from this the 8s. rent to the Grand Lodge for the Funeral
Lund, there is 22s. left for the Sick Fund.
155S. 'Will you admit 25s. for the doctor and medicine, 11s. for levies, and 22s. for sick pay ; this amounts
to 5Ss., leaving 7s. as a balance—Is that sufficient to manage your Society per head? You are counting
the 8s. twice over ; it is included in the sick pay.
1559. Does your Grand Lodge provide sick pay for your members 7 No.
1500. Does not the Lodge itself pay its sick pay out of the balance of money after you have paid the levies
and doctor ? Yes.
‘
1561. Then, how can the 8s. comprise your sick pay ? I misunderstood your question.
1562. After you have paid your levies and management, doctors and medicine, is not the remainder devoted
to claims for sick pay ? No.
.
1563. To what other purpose ? To the Incidental Lund. We put aside a certain fixed amount for each
financial member per month for sick pay ; we allow half-a-crown per month.
1564. Fresirknt.] I suppose you have had balance-sheets; have you had thorn printed 7 Yes, we shall
have them printed.
■
1565. When done will you send one here 7 Yes.
1566. That will show all the balances 7 Yes.
1567. And will you send copies of the rules, too 7 Yes.
1568. I want to ask you whether these contributions and rates to the Sick and Funeral Fund have been
submitted to an actuary to decide as to whether they are sufficient 7 They have in Victoria.
1569. That is, their dues you have fixed here? Yes.
1570. And has he decided that they are sufficient 7 Yes.
1571. Mr. Made.] Do you keep the Sick, Funeral, and Management Funds separately? The Sick and
Funeral in one, with separate management.
1572. Have you any separate Pension or Superannuation Fund 7 No.
1573. Mr. Gelding.] Are you aware that the Government actuary in Victoria has refused to certify any
Friendly Society’s scales as being sufficient to meet the liabilities 7 I am not aware of it,
1574. Can you inform me what actuaiy there certified yours 7 No.
1575. Fresid/nit. ] Was it Mr. Hayter {the Government Statist) or a private actuary 7 A private actuary.
1576. Mr. Nev}land.~] Have you any other body of management above you besides the supreme Grand
Lodge of Australasia; I see something about a Sovereign Grand Lodge? The Sovereign Grand Lodge we
acknowledge is the supreme Grand Lodge of Australasia.
1577. And youreally pay no capitation tax to any Grand Lodge other than this held in Australasia? No.
1578. What is the cost of regalia in your Order 7 I could not answer that question; some members buy
the material and make the regalia themselves.
1579. I mean the regalia worn by the Lodge officers—the Lodge regalia? From £9 to £10.
1580. And are all the Lodges supposed to get a set of regalia? Yes.
1581. What is about the probable cost of opening a new Lodge, including regalia, books, ceremonial
rituals, and everything complete 7 It might be done for about £25.
1582. That would include instructing officers’ expenses, advertisements, printing, and everything else?
Yes, it would include everything.
1583. And is this charged to the new Lodge 7 Yes.
1584. Are you in favour of a graduated scale of payment? Yes, I would be in favour of it.
1585. Mr. Langley.'] Has the Grand Lodge of Australasia any other province as regards the Grand Lodge
here, except that it is an appellate body 7 That is all.
1586. Are you aware whether, under your rules, it has ever been compulsory to institute a special levy to
meet current expenses ? I am not aware.
1587. In your position as Grand Secretary has it ever come within your knowledge 7 No,
1588. If it had been, would you have known it? Oh yes.
1589. Then, judging from the results so far, has the scale- of charges been such as to induce you to say to
this Commission that it works satisfactorily, and that the results as regards the future seem to be assured 7
Yes, that is my opinion.
.
1590. The Funeral Fund is guaranteed by the Grand Lodge, I understand? It is guaranteed by the Grand
Lodge to the subordinate Lodges.
1591. Has the Grand Lodge anything to do with that fund except as custodians of it—does it form a part
of the Grand Lodge Fund 7 No, it is a special fund,
‘
1592. Do you know any case throughout the Colony in which any contribution rates have been made
specially, or is it the case throughout the whole of the Colonies that one single rate prevails, without regard
to
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to circumstances or persons 1 There are half-fees for initiations at the opening of new Lodges, but the
Mr.
contributions are always Is. 3d. and Is.
°
E- Cannon.
1593. Then is your scale of charges for initiations and contributions strictly adhered to throughout the
Colony 1 1 am not aware of any variation.
13Jan.,lSS2
1594. Ts there any Lodge that is allowed to charge less than another 1 No' that is not allowed.
1595. How do the Lodges generally manage with their balance-sheets 1 They are examined and signed hv
three auditors.
°
J
1590. Have you any other guarantee for their correctness! There is then an audit committee of the Grand
Lodge who examine them again.
■
159(. Ho you consider this a sufficient guarantee, or would you think it advisable to act as they do in
victoria and provide Government auditors? I certain]yt from my own experience, state that it is not
sufficient.
■ ,
1598. Could you suggest to the Commission any better plan 1 The best plan would bo to have such sheets
as those of the Victorian Kcgistrar.
1599. Could you suggest a better plan of auditing the accounts so as to sec that they are kept correctly!
Certainly, to have a Government auditor,
'
1600. What is your number of members? L-IG3.
1001. Did you state the management expenses of the subordinate Lodges 1 £308 2s. 6d,
1602. And the income was £1,861 3s. 10d. 1 yes, that is the returns for eighteen Lodges.
'
1603. Mr. Hold*worth.] I think yon stated that your contributions were Is.'and Is. Sd.^per week? Yes.
1604. That is 52s. and 65s. per annum, is it not! Yes.
1605. Your Grand Lodge levies are? 3s.
1606. Did you say you paid for medical men and medicine about 25s. ? Yes.
1607. And funeral levy 8s. ? Yes. ■
1608. And you laid aside £1 2s. for sick pay ? Yes
,
1609. That makes £2 18s. altogether? Yes.
1610. And leaves 7s. ? Yes.
1611. How, then, did you pay at tlie rate of 8s. or 8s. 6d. per member for working expenses 1 I cannot
account for it, unless from tho fact that iu addition to the 65s. there are members initiated, and part of tho
initiation-fee goes to that fund. The expenses have been rather heavier than they should have been, because
a lot of money has gone for regalia and tho opening of new Lodges—expenses that will not occur again.
1612. But in the other case where members are not on .the doctor’s list you stated the receipts per head
were 52s. a year ? Yes.
1613. The levy is 3s. still? Yes.
•
1614. The funeral levy 8s. still? Yes.
■
1615. And sick pay £1 2s. still? Yes.
'
1616. That makes a total of £1 13s., leaving a balance of 19s. to be appropriated for expenses 1 Yes, that
is the case.
■
1617. Mr. Langley.] And honorary members contribute to the funds of the Lodge, do they not? Yes
1618. They get no benefits whatever? No.
1619. Mr. Holdsworth.] Do I understand that you are not satisfied with the system of audit at present? I
am not.
1620. What would you think of having the whole of the returns made up through the Grand Secretaries,
and a declaration being filed with them? That would be the proper procedure.
1621. Mr. Gelding.] How many members have you who do not avail themselves of the medical benefits?
I could not tell you.
1622. Mr. Greville.] I presume the Grand Lodge lias not any funds for investment? We invest the
Funeral Funds.
1623. And how are these funds invested? Principally in the Savings Bank.
'1624. Is there any regulation of your Order directing how they shall be invested? The Trustees invest
tlie money.
.
1625. But I mean as to the nature of the security, or is that left entirely to them ? It is in the hands of
the Trustees, with the sanction of the Grand Lodge.
1626. And as a matter of fact, how are they invested? In the Savings Bank, and in other Banks in the
Colony.
162.1.’ Mr. Smith,] You stated just now' that the two audits through which your accounts pass are not a
sufficient guarantee as to their correctness ? No, that is my opinion.
1628. Would you favour the Commission with what induces you to give that as an opinion, because I
presume what will apply to your Order will apply to all others? I came to that conclusion from facts that
have come under my notice. Balance-sheets have been prepared and submitted to me, and I have found on
examination of the books that another balance-sheet was laid before the Lodge.
I found that the one was
audited and sent in as the correct one, when there were actually morn funds than was stated.
1629. Was this through carelessness or the want of competency on tlie part of the persons who acted as
auditors ? Through the want, in my opinion, of proper returns—proper forms for giving information.
1630. _ Then this inaccuracy that occurred in the auditing was brought about from the fact that the returns
supplied by the Registrar are not ample? Yes.
1631. And until they are remedied you will not look upon your auditors' reports as being perfectly correct?
I do not think they are incorrect, but they may be.
'
1632. But you have known a case or two in which they were incorrect ? I know of one.
1633. And you think that this has been brought about by the Act being faulty, and by the non-supply of
proper returns ? I do not say that; but if proper returns were prepared the difficulty would be obviated.
*
The Commission then adjourned until Monday, 16th January.
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JhTseni:—

JAMES SQUIRE EARNELL,
•JOHis' GELDING, Esq,

EDWAKD GREVILLE, Esq,
PHILIP J. NEWLAND, Esq,
JOHN-SLADE, Esq,
PHILIP RISBY HOLDSWORTH, Esq,

Esq.,

M.P.,

Pkestoe^t.

JAMES F. SMITH, Esq,
JOHN DAVIES, Esq, O.M.G.. M.P,
FRANCIS ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
EDWARD J. RUBIE, Esq,
WILLIAM E. LANGLEY, Esq.

William Edvard Langley, Grand Master of the Independent Order of Oddfellows, sworn and examined :—
1G31. President.] You are a member of tlie Lidependcnt Order of Oddfellows of New South Wales?
1 a,m.
\ 1635. What position do you occupy in the Order 1 That of Grand Master.
16 Jan, I8S2, {Q;3G. T presume you have Lodges in various parts of tlie Colony - Yes,
1637. And ar-e they governed by a Grand Lodge in Sydney? They are governed by a Grand Lodge in
Sydney, and by their rules and regulations, a copy of which you have got, and which are certified by the
Registrar. I may correct an impression that seems to be abroad that this is an American Order. It is the
oldest Friendly Society there is in the Colonies ; it was established here much over forty years ago, and has
been in existence in Victoria for nearly tlie same length of time. It was established here as under the
authority of the Grand Lodge of England, and from Sydney they received in all the Colonies warrants to
open Lodges, and subsequently Grand Lodges, I myself have been a member of the Order since 1855.
1638. How long is it since the Grand Lodge was established here? I think the first Grand Lodge session
closed on November 1st, 1880 : prior to that time all tlie Lodges worked under Charters from the Grand
Lodge of Victoria.
_
1639. The Grand Lodge here is still subject, is it not, to the Grand Lodge of Victoria? It is not; we act
quite independently of anybody, with tlie exception of the Grand Lodge of Australasia, to which any appeals
may be taken for revision.
1640. What is the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Australasia? It is formed by the representatives
from each of the Grand Lodges of Victoria, Soutli Australia, Tasmania, Now Zealand, and New South
Wales.
1641. Then do 1 understand that it is more a Court of Appeal than otherwise? Only that: and, in order
to support it, a penny per member per annum is levied, that amount being more than repaid by the Grand
Lodge paying the expenses of tlie delegates or supreme Grand Lodge representatives who attend. They are
paid mileage and per diem.
1642. Have you any Districts attached to your Order? Not in the ordinary sense. As Grand Master I
appoint Districts; that is to say, Districts consist of one, two, or more Lodges presided over by a Bast
Grand. He is in no way a member of either of the Lodges, but is there simply to see that the Constitution
is carried out in its integrity, to give the passwords, and report to me, or to the Grand Master, any breach
of the rules, or any breach of this Constitution, All the work in connection with the Lodges is done
through the Head Office in Sydney ; and to the Grand Lodge is sent the whole of the moneys for what is
known as the Funeral Fund; and by tlie Executive Committee of tbe Grand Lodge that money is handed
over for investment by the Grand Lodge Trustees, in such manner as they may direct in accordance with the
Constitution.
_
1643. Then, as I understand it, the Lodges communicate direct with the Grand Lodge in Sydney?
They do.
_
1644. And not through these District Past Grand Masters ? No, except on questions of law or in an
appeal against their decisions.
1645. Are tliere any geographical limits to these districts ? None.
1646. These Lodges have power, I believe, to fix their own contributions? No.
1647. Then these contributions are fixed by the Grand Lodge? They were fixed by the Grand Lodge in
session and submitted to the Registrar of Friendly Societies, and these terms are laid down in sections 110
and 111 of the Constitution.
....
1648. Tlien these subordinate Lodges have no power or discretion in fixing the amount of fees? None
whatever ; it is the act of their representatives in Grand Lodge session assembled.
.1649. Now these fees, contributions, Sick and Funeral Funds, thus fixed by your regulations—could you
inform the Commission from what data the)'' were fixed, or whether it has been ascertained that they axe
ample to meet any demands there might be on the Order ? Yes; some years ago, when I was Grand
Master in Victoria in 1861, we had the opinion of a gentleman, a member of the Order—1 think a Mr.
Martin,—to go through the proposed scale and say what was the lowest scale upon which, under the
circumstances and knowing the working, we could work, and I think that, as nearly as possible, this is the
scale he then laid down as a minimum ; at that time wc were not under a Friendly Societies Act, and I was
opposed to making the Order a mere Benefit Society.
_
1650. And this Mr. Martin, was he an actuary, or a man who understood these things? I am almost
certain he was a professional—Mr. Montgomery Martin ; he is, I believe, now dead.
.
1651. Do you know as a fact whether the ages of the members of the Order, and the deaths, and the
amount of sickness, and so on, was furnished to him as data to go upon in making his calculations? No, I
do not think they were ; but I will tell you what was furnished,‘and that is—the workings of tlie various
Lodges for a given time, the number of members, and the results taken from one period to another, without
reference to ages : because, looking upon it from a question of age, you may take a young Lodge now, and
that Lodge will he in a worse position actuarially than a Lodge of much older persons. Taking the ages would
he fallacious, because that would imply that the Lodge was going to remain constantly in the same position
as regards ages. Take a Lodge from one year's end to another, and you may get an idea of its workings on
the whole, but the ages appear to me to have very little to do with the matter.
_
1652. But is not a young man moire desirable as a member than an older man? Undoubtedly, but you
cannot keep him young always ; you have to allow for young men coming in and others getting old. In
addition to this, old men take more interest in the working of the Order than the young men.
1653.
W. E.
Langley.
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1653. I suppose you have paid some attention to the Friendly Societies Act? I. have j before I registered
Wi E.
this Constitution I went through it very carefully.
Langley.'
1654. Bo all the returns that are sent in to the Registrar from the Lodges under your Ordei1 come through ,
,
the Grand Lodge? They should do so.
le Jam, 1885.'
1655. But do they? Until I read Mr. Oliver's evidence I was under the impression that they came in
regularly j and I have in one instance suspended the Charter of a Lodge for not sending them in.
1656. You are aware that Mr. Oliver considers it necessary that each separate Lodge should send in returns 1
I am aware of it.
*
1657. Are you not of opinion that it would be better that they should come through the Grand Lodge?
Unquestionably, and they should be properly attested; and then the Registrar could deal with the Grand
Lodge instead of with a number of individuals.
165b. Ha\c you any “ miscellaneous” Lodges attached to your Order ? Roue ‘ T think they are a mistake,
as you cannot bind them by the Constitution, however they may be bound by the Friendly Societies Act.
1659. Iu youi- consideration of the Act, is there anything special or particular that you could point out that
you think requires some remedy in the shape of legislation I I think if the Act was condensed, at least
as regards Friendly Societies, it would meet all the requirements of the public. I should like to see the Act
simply lay down the basis of things to be done, and not go-into details in cases where there are grand bodies
here ; and these grand bodies should be made amenable directly to the law.
1660. You think it would be a wise thing to provide some machinery by which disputes amongst the
various members might be settled amongst themselves, instead of appealing to the Courts of Law? 1 think
you will find in our Constitution that it is provided for—that no member of our Order is allowed to go
outside it.
1661. But is there any tiling in the law which justifies that ? I do not know; but this Constitution is
certified by the Registrar as in accordance with the law,
1662. But is there anything to prevent any member of your Order going to the Courts of Law if he chooses ?
There is in our Constitution.
1663. But do they override an Act of Parliament? No’
1664. Then that Act of Parliament would enable any member of your Order to resort to a Court of Law?
Yes, but lie would then be no longer a member of the Order.
1665. Would you expel him for doing so ? Certainly.
1666. You thoroughly agree, then, that it would be a prudent tiling that the shape of legislation should bo
that all these differences that affect their own local interests should be dealt with by the bodies themselves?
Yes.
_
1667. And that there should he some such institution as a final Court of Appeal? I believe that each
Order should have the right to govern itself in every respect, with one exception j and that is, the breaking
of any fundamental principle of a short Friendly Societies Act.
1668. I suppose you are aware that there are a large number of the population that are involved in the
interests of Friendly Societies and Benefit Societies ? I am aware of it.
1669. .I hat being the case, do you think the Government of the country would be justified in the
establishment of a separate Department to deal with these matters? I do.
■
167(X And do you think that all the contributions and the rates of tho Sick and Funeral Fund should he
submitted to actuarial examination and inquiry ? I believe that in connection with any properly-organised
branch of the Service there should be a revising barrister, to whom any new laws or alteration^of the
Constitutions should be submitted ; that there should be an auditor whom the Government might detach
from the Auditor General's Office, to examine the half-yearly—or it might be yearly—accounts; that to
him attested copies of the workings of each Lodge should be submitted‘J and that his report on these
returns should be forwarded iu each case to the Grand Lodge. The Grand Lodge should tlien take such
steps as the governing body of the Order—as would be best to correct anything that was, in the opinion of
the Government officer, wrong. The Registrar might be an ordinary official to keep the returns : and at
any time they were required the governing body should be allowed to see them by going to the place where
they were kept, <os this would save a great deal of trouble.
1671. Bo you think the Registrar General could not register these Societies 1 He might.
1672. And then have a Department to deal with other matters? The Department of tlie Registrar General
could, I think, do all there is.
1673. Is it your opinion that tlie importance of the Societies would justify the Government in creating a
separate Department for these matters ? T would not say a separate Department, but it would justify tlie
Government in making it a Branch of some Department.
‘
’
1074. What Department would you attach it to ? Altogether 1 think tho Registrar General's Department
would be the best.
1675. I dare say you have seen by Mr. Oliver's evidence that the law, so far as laying the returns before
Parliament is concerned, has not been complied with; and that the reason for that was that he had not
sufficient clerical assistance ? Yes.
1676. Have any of your Lodges been dissolved by mutual consent? None.
1677. Jfr. tS'mM.] You stated, in reply to the President, that the fees and contributions were fixed by the
Grand Lodge ? They are.
■
‘
1678. Of course that rule applies to opening of new Lodges? To all.
1679. We clearly understand that in your Order there is a uniform rate of Is., with 3d. additional for the
doctor ? Yes.
1680. Has the fact ever been brought under your notice that a number of tlie Lodges have been initiatiim
very old members at a very low rate ? Never ; our law provides that up to tlie night of openin" thev shall
be admitted at half-fees.
3
'
1681. And has that law been violated 1 Not to my knowledge.
1682. Is there any provision in your law allowing a Lodge at any time to adopt the half-fee scale? No;
but there is in Victoria, where, if fifteen candidates apply at once for initiation, thev are admitted at half
fees.
'
1683. But has that been done here ? Not that I am aware of. It is only within the last week that a
member of the Commission mentioned a Lodge to me in which lie had heard that it had been done, and I
have instructed the Grand Secretary to make inquiries.
1684.
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16S4. Have you tlie result of these inquiries ? 1 have not.
] 685. Could it not be done without your knowledge ? It could he. but if so it is in direct violation of the
obligations the officers have taken on themselves.
16 Jan., 1SS2.
16S6. These matters, I presume, would be properly brought under the notice of the Deputy GrandMaster
presiding over the District ^ It should be reported to him, and by him brought before me.
1687. And such a fact has never been brought under your notice '? On no occasion.
1688. How long is it since these rates were adopted by your Order? Well, 1 could not tell you, but it is a
number of years.
1689. I understood you to say that you were opposed to the scale of rates?
T am in one sense; they are
imperative, you cannot go above or below thoni. How in some Lodges, such as there are in the United
States, which are started simply for purposes of benevolence, and the members of which never expect to
have any claim on the Society, they might he allowed to pay in such a sum an would suit their circum
stances ; hut here, according to our Constitutions and tho Friendly Societies Act, we cannot have anything
of the kind.
1690. All your Lodges in the Colony have, I suppose, met their obligations under that scale of fees ? They
have ; I have never yet known of a special levy in this Colony.
1691. In no instance ? Hot in this Colony ; I think it is one of those things the law ought to put a stop
to, because it is a mere sham to say to persons, “You can come in under these charges,” ami for them then to
find that once a quarter or so there are special levies made,
'
, 1692. Then you are opposed to the system of making special levies ? I am.
It is fairer for candidates to
know on their entrance what they have to pay than to find out afterwards that if they do not pay these
special levies they are liable to suspension, expulsion, or to fine.
1693. Then, in order to do away with that, it would be necessary to increase the -contribution fees ? I do
not know; we have.been able on our fees to carry on without it, and 1 do not think it will be necessary to
increase them.
’
1694. What would you suggest in the absence of a levy system ? In very special cases it might bo-necessary
to have a levy ; but I should say that unless a Lodge got into such a position that it was unable to meet its
claims there should he no levy, and that then it should be confined to the directions of the Grand Lodge.
The Grand Lodge of tlie Independent Order of Oddfellows lias the right in that case to order a special levy
up to 5s. a member ; after that the Grand Lodge takes upon itself the responsibilities. It has also the right
to direct such Lodge or Lodges as are closest to accept as members those belonging to the Lodge that is in
difficulties.
1695. Do you know of a system known as the sliding-scale system ? I have heard of it.
1696. Have you ever attempted to work it in connection with any of your subordinate Lodges?
No,
amongst a rich community such as ours I do not think such a thing is called for; there are few working
men but are in a position to pay our ordinary contributions.
■
1697. Do any of your Lodges in Yictoria work that system ? No, they work exactly as we do.
1698. You have Lodges all over the world ? We have.
1699. Is that the rate adopted by all tbe Lodges ? It is as near as possible. Our Sovereign Grand Lodge
met in September last; the total amount paid out in dollars was reported as $1,714,805 for the year.
1700. That refers to the States alone? No, to the whole world.
The revenue of the Lodges amounted to
$4,191,463, that is, over .£800,000, as against .£350,000. In fact, it would be a little more, because we have
what are known as the Rebekali Irndges, and they are not included. Tbe total revenue would he over
£900,000—as near £-920,000 as possible.
1701. How many Lodges would that represent? It will represent, as being financial and good'upon the
hooks, 456,942 members, or an increase on tlie year of 16,159.
1702. Then that would he the exact position of the Order financially and as to the number of members up
to last September throughout the world? Throughout the world, including tlie three Supreme Grand
Lodges.
1703. And these results have,been brought about by a uniform and fixed system of contributions? Unless
in those cases which' 1 have mentioned : there is a minimum ; the -Grand Lodges fix that minimum.
1704. Do you have a report furnished at the triennial meeting of the Supreme Giund Lodge? Yes,
triennially, through the subordinate Lodges to the Supreme Grand Lodge.
1705. That would also give the financial position of each m'ember and of the amount per head? It will do
so in future. I may state that the Supreme Grand Lodge of Australasia has been very recently established ;
prior to this each Grand Lodge worked its own business ; but now that there has been this Supreme Grand
Lodge established we have the government of the Order entirely in Australasia,, and may make our laws,
subject to the peculiarities of the country.
1706. And in future your Supreme Grand Lodge will issue these statistics and all information in regard to
the Order in the Australasian Colonies? Yes, that is intended,
1707. Now, have you experienced any difficulties in working your Order in this Colony under the existing
Friendly Societies law ? I cannot call them difficulties : we have had to meet a good deal of competition,
but we have been in a position that I for one, and most of onr Grand Officers, have been able to Say—“ If you
can find any other Society that offers equal advantages at a less cost, we do not wish to undercut them.
Here is our scale.” In Yictoria. we have found that another Society undercut us and took away a number
of members.
,
'
1708. Tlien there lias been a considerable amount of competition going on 3 There has recently ; so much
so that I have actually foued in a railway-carriage going up the mountains a scale of charges so low that I
could not believe it possible that it could be adopted. But I may say that, so far as the mere scale of
initiations is concerned, that has very little to do with the position of a Society. If tlie Lodges are worked
economically, and if it continues to get a certain number of additions to it yearly, and if the surgeons do
duty, tlie scale of admission has but little to do with its prosperity.
1709. Has this competition in any instance caused you to relax your rules? Certainly not.
1710. Then you have always stood by your rules? On every occasion.
1711. Now, have you experienced any difficulties under the Act in working your Order ? I cannot say that
we have.
1712. Have you as a Friendly Society taken al! the advantages it gives you ? No, we have not; we have
simply taken the Constitutions as a guide, and acted up to them as closely as possible.
1713.
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17 47. AVL^t amount’of your funds, is expended in regalia ? X could not tell you, but at the formation of every
I10v,- Lodge they are expected to get a set of regalia, which will cost from £10 upwards.
1748. And from what fund is tliat paid? From the Incidental Fund.
lu.Jan., ISSS.
How ,}oef. t]lat £u)ut get its money? So much a week is paid to the fund, and in all initiations
when tlie amount exceeds £1, that sum of £1 is placed to the credit of the Incidental Fund.
1750. How are the contributions divided ? Xo the Sick and Funeral Fund, and to the Incidental Fund.
1751. How much to each fund? You will see that from sections 115 and 116 of our Constitutions ; Is. lOd.
per month to the Sick Fund, 8d. per month to tbe Funeral Fund, and tho balance to the Incidental Fund.
1752. I understand the contribution is Is. a week? Is. a week for ordinary members who do not wish the
benefit of doctor or medicine -} if they require that they have to pay 3d. more.
1753. And that represents the amount that would go to the Medical Fund ? Itgoesto the Incidental bund,
out of which the medical men and the ordinary expenses are paid.
_
_
1754. Are any of the officers of your Order paid ? The Secretary of Subordinate Lodge is paid a small sum,
the Treasurer a nominal sum in order to bring him under the law : and sometimes the outside guardian
receives his contributions back in return for his services. Some Lodges do this, and some do not; but the
law provides that it can be done.
1755. The promissory-note that was accepted by the Guarantee Society—you had nothing to do with that?
Mo. It was not a case of any wilful misappropriation of funds; it occurred under very peculiar circumstances,
to a tradesman who happened to get on the spree and was robbed. He made arrangements, giving ample
security,
_
_
,
1756. I understood you to say you were opposed to making the Society a purely benefit Society; what do
you mean i When the Order was established in Victoria we were not bound down ; if a member or Lodge
required assistance they could claim it; in one case for a single man £1 a week would be a handsome thing,
especially if he were drawing out of several Societies; but what would be ample for him would not be suffi
cient for a man who had a wife and several children, and the Societies should claim the right to pay such a
sum as the circumstances would warrant.
1757. Then you are opposed to the benefits being limited to a given amount ? 1 am, but I would also have it
that no person unless in need of the money should come on tlie Society.
1758. Jfr. Oeldinff.] That would be a dangerous power to give to tlie Society, would it not? I cannot see
it, if.parties net up to their obligations.
_
_
1759. Mr. Abigail.] In reference to the question of arbitration, are you in favour of the arbitration being
a final Court, and of it being confined to your own body ? Most assuredly I am. Otu- law prorides that a
■ dispute should be referred to the Lodge, tlien to the District Deputy, then to^the District Committee ; then
an appeal can be taken to the Grand Lodge, and the Committee on appeals deals with it; and if that is not
satisfactory, an appeal can be made to the Supreme Grand Lodge of Australasia, and by that decision the
parties are bound.
.
1760. You stated that you would expel a man for going to law to get what he conceives to be his rights ?
Mo j if a man goes outside the Lodge-room, having subscribed to this Constitution, it would be a breach of
contract.
,
■
1761. Do you know that the Friendly Societies Act gives members of these Societies full power to go to
law ? I am aware of it.
*
....
T
1762. Then your law, as certified, is not in accordance with the Friendly Societies Act ? .fust so; but I
can divest myself of any pririlege allowed by that law by mutual agreement. If I say “ I will make an
agreement with you and sign it,” you should come to me and say—“You did this, and it is contrary to
law.”
'
...
1763. If you turn to section 15 of tlie Act, you will see in what cases the settlement of disputes is to be by
tlie District Court when the rules do not provide for it; and then it follows on in section 16
? But
our law does provide for cases of dispute.
'
_
1764. Section 14 again provides that a member can go to law if he feels aggrieved—what I want to show
is that the matter of a member being confined by your laws to accept your decision is not in accordance
with the Friendly Societies Act? We do uot ask a person to do it if lie does not like.
1765. But having subscribed to those laws ? He foregoes any other legal right that he has. ^
1766. You are aware of members of Friendly .Societies taking their cases into Court and having them dealt
with there ? I have heard of it, but have never known of it in connection with our Order.
1767. Mr. Greeille.] From evidence which has been given, it appears that new Lodges of certain Orders
hold out as inducements for members to join sometimes reduced initiation fees and sometimes reduced
subscriptions and other monetary advantages, but I understand there is no such thing in your Society?
Nothing more than upon opening nights there are half-fees.
1768. What are the inducements ottered by your Lodges? Well, the operations of the Order extend all
over the world, and persons going •from here to Victoria, or to the United States, can go from one end to
the other, with nothing but a visiting card, in search of employment.
_
'
1769. But what are the inducements to start new Lodges in preference to joining old established Lodges?
It is simply for persons to say whether they will join one Society or another; those who join us must
believe that our Society is the best.
_
1770. Mo, it is not the Society. Perhaps tliere are two or three Lodges of your Order established in a
township—what inducement is offered to start another ? Mew Lodges are generally started in this way : a
member of the Order living in Sydney (say) go<?s to Bathurst, and wanting to further the interests of the
Order------.
1771. But in the same locality'? That is simply a question of local requirements.
1772. And you think local requirements, and perhaps dissatisfaction with the old Lodge, induces a new
Lodge to be formed ? It is very often the ease that it has been dissatisfaction with the manner in which, a
Lodge has been conducted.
■
.
'
1773. But you are clear on the point that no. financial inducements are held out? None whatever; in some
cases I know it- has been done by the Grand Lodge of "Victoria: they paid £5 as part of the expenses of
the founder of .the Lodges, .but tliat was simply, to reimburse him for moneys expended. ■
...
1774. You spoke confidently of the solvency of the Society as a rule ; did you found that opinion simply
on.the fact.that it has been able to meet.its past engagonrents 3 Mot only that; .but I have found tliat since
1855 our Lodges have progressed satisfactorily, and funds have increased..
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ground of confidence is-that you have ahvays hitherto met your engagements and
W.'E.
had a-liaiance over 1 Yes, that and the fact tliat I ’find that our scale is such as to reasonably warrant me Langley.
m saying that if that scale does not keep our Lodges solvent none of the other Societies can possibly be so. ^
^
li/6. But have you from calculations made by yourselves or any actuarial calculations been able to
calculate wlietlier you will be able in the future to meet your engagements? No, nor do I believe that
there is any actuarial investigation that will give it you.
1777. Does not that arise from the fact that your profits arc made from retiring members ? To some
extentnot
^ie principal extent 1 No, but to a considerable extent.
.
It 79. And if members continued till death as members of your Society, and drew all the benefits of the
bociety, the financial position would be very different from what it is 1 Most assuredly.

an’’

17S0 Therefore yom- prosperity in the future maybe calculated largely upon chances? Well I would
hardly say that j the future prosperity of the Lodges or otherwise is to bo based on tlie experience of the
past; tliat is the safest guide to go upon, having in England upset all the calculations of Tidd Pratt and
other actuaries. 1 tlnnk in any future calculations made there should be two scales of charges, because
those bocieties which are simply confined to this Colony do not offer tlie same advantages to members that
those extending beyond the Colonies do.
1781. Mr. JJaviM.) Prom your experience as a member of your Society and an office-bearer in it, in what
respect have you found tlie present Act defective? I explained one or two little matters before you
came in.
J
Cjau y°u explain what the defects are ? A new Act should be much shorter.
1783 But what do you mean by that? An Act much more concise, not half the length of the present
Act, leaving the governing bodiesdo work out the details of their own Orders, and submitting to a revising
barrister their constitutions.
*
&
*
1784 But do yon hud that the existing Act has been deficient in affording protection to the members ?
ffetaiE n0t 1
n0t SaJ' *16 ^ 18 deficient, tIiere is ratller t0° mn®h
it—it goes too much into

'

1785. In what way ? _ There are matters here which contradict the Constitution. If there were simply to
be a skeleton Act laying down certain principles which must be carried out by the Societies, and enacting
tliat the by-laws should be submitted to a revising barrister, it would he sufficient.
If SO. But does it not do that now? Yes, in one way it does, but not in another.
17Sf. Have your returns been sent in regularly ¥ They have been sent in to the Grand Secretary.
178S. So far as your experience goes, there is no great defect so far as the Act is concerned ? No, I do not
see any great defect, but it might be more explicit; hut I have not gone through the Act for the purpose
ot pointing out defects in that way.
nSffi Can you point out tlien what you woidd suggest in any new legislation ? I have already done so, in
reply to the President.
J
1
1790. What is tlie total number of members in your Society under the Grand Lodge of New South Wales?
Ido not know exactly wffiat it is now, but I suppose about 1,700.
1791. What was the total income for last year? Our Secretary gave the information for tlie first half of
last year; but you will have some time next month an abstract of the whole of the returns, which will
furnish tlie information you wish.
1792. Mr. ffold-ttworihj 1 do not know whether I understood you to say in the beginning that your Order
was the oldest m the Colonies, and that all charters granted to other Colonies had been issued from New
Soutli Wales ? I said so.
1793. Then did I understand you also to say that Sydney was under Yictoria until lately? I said that
there was a resuscitation here.
‘
1794. No but that will explain it probably. I understood you rightly then? Yes; the Lodges here
became defunct. I think Mr. John Williams, the present Crown Solicitor, was the last Grand Master :
and he tound the great competition militated against the interests of the Order.
1795. Of what value do you consider actuarial opinions ? If based upon purely actuarial grounds, I consider
them worth very little to us for the purposes of these Societies.
179G. On what principle do you think actuarial calculations should be'based ? I think upon a fair average
of (say) one, two or three -years’ working of the various Societies ; after having carefully gone into the books
ana returns of the Societies.
1797. Then you would form tables of sickness for Benefit Societies on the same principle that Life Insur
ance Societies have formed their experience tables ? Yes, exactly.
1798. There has been some evidence given that in your Societies vou are in the habit of admitting members
on opening nights at half initiation fees ? It is true, and legal.
■
^ consider
of any importance what the initiation fee is in any Society ? I have already
stated that 1 do not to any great extent; you-may make your initiation fee as high as you please, and if you
do not Tvork your Societies properly it is of very little service.
1800. You allowno other privileges? "Kone whatever.
1801. You do not allow older members to go in than under the ordinary course? We admit all members
payments ° aUd ^ at llalf'fees' We can ftccerjt members upon clearance up to 45 or 50 on certain
1802. You have stated that you look upon special levies as a sham ; what am I to understand by that ?
Iheymre a sham, because7011-tell a person wishing to -join the Order ■“ Our scale is so and so.” He joins
and then finds that these levies are made ; he never expected they would be made, and it is a sham to hold
out to -him your scale if on the other hand you make him pay -by levies. I think it should bo prevented by
making the contribution rates sufficiently high.
1803. You have arprovision I think in your Society to meetmases wherefrom excess of sickness or otter
causenthe Lodge cannot lueetits-engagemcirte ? Off yes ; a Lodge unable to.meet its claims can apply-to
the Urand Lodge, and the Grand Lodge will'protect utsTnembers,
"
180’4. You'ffo nut use wsliding scale'? -No.

should think so.

D'Ticil comteyTike this everybody'could afford'to pay whatever the amount is? 1
1806.

"

■

'
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1806. Do you think it just that a man of 18 years of age should pay the same as a man of 45 1 Yes, as a
Langley. genevai thing and taking it all through. If you are going to make Lodges in -which you will have no
'T“ * ” ' members above IS you can afford to make the rates cheaper than if all the members are 40 ; but you must
1C Jan., 1882. ■,
r
J
, n
n
1
J
have a fair average payment for all.
1807. Yet you say it matters not what the initiation fee is ? I said I did not think it mattered so much as
the way in which the Lodge was worked afterwards.
1808. Are you aware that there is much more sickness at the age of 4-5 than at 18, according to all tables?
It is so laid down.
1809. Then how do you make up for the extra sickness? You have to make an average. The man of 18
must expect to be a man of 45. You may say it is hard ; but you very rarely find men of 45 coming into
our Order. As a rule Lodges are very careful as to tlie ages.
1810. You spoke of a sovereign body in America, what is that? It is tlie Sovereign Grand Lodge, which
is a movable one; it met last year in Toronto ; the next time it meets in Cincinnati, and may be held in
any part of the world as decided by the representatives. It is composed of the representatives of tlie three
Grand Lodges—tho Grand Lodges of Europe, of Australasia, and of America.
1811. That is formed by delegates from these three Grand Lodges ? Yes.
1812. Do you send any representatives t Onr Grand Lodge sent one last year, I believe.
1813. It can meet anywhere, I understand ? Yes.
1814.' As a matter of fact, has it ever met anywhere except in the United States or Canada ? No.
1815. I suppose the American division prevents it as in other Societies ? If it could meet in Toronto last
year, tliere is no reason why it should not meet in South America or Europe next year.
1816. There has been a great deal said of competition, and rivalry between Societies—do you think it has
done any harm ? ■ I do not.
‘
1817. Do you not think it has induced a large number of members to join Societies that never would have
joined otherwise? It has decidedly had that tendency.
.
1818. And consequently you believe, 1 suppose, that society lias been benefited generally ? Yes, and the
working-classes more particularly.
■
1819. You spoke of your Constitutions having been registered under the Friendly Societies Act? Yes.
1820. And you act under them ? Yes, directly.
1821. Have your subordinate Lodges codes of rules independently of these? There are two Lodges that
have certain by-laws which had to be submitted to the Grand Lodge for approval, but for all working
purposes these contain the rules of the Grand Lodge and of subordinate Lodges.
1822. Are your subordinate Lodges registered by name with these rules ? I am not aware of it
1823. Then I understand none of them are registered? All the Lodges that were in existence prior to the
formation of the Grand Lodge of New South Wales were registered separately. When the Grand Lodge
was formed, and this Constitution and the by-laws governing them all, we were told tliat the registration of
this Constitution and of the sovereign body was sufficient—we are now informed that it is not:
The Commission then adjourned until 2 o’clock on Friday, 20 January.

FRIDAY,

20

JANUARY,

1882.

^tesTni:—

JAMES SQUIKE

EARNELL, Esq..,

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
EDWARD GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.
PHILIP J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
.

M.P.,

President.

JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
PHILIP RISBY HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
EDWARD J. RUBIE, Esq.,
WILLIAM E. LANGLEY, Esq.

The examination of Mr. W. E. Langley was resumed :—

■W. E.
Langley,

1824. Mr. Holdsioorth.'] You have read the Friendly Societies Act? Yes.
1825. Do you remember that portion of it in clause 5 which says “ ‘Society’ shall mean and include every
branch of a Society by whatever name the same may be designated ”—do you understand that to mean
20 Jan., 1882. every separate section or Lodge ? No, I understand it to mean the whole body.
.
1826. Are you aware that the Registrar has decided that it means each separate branch ? Recently I have
been informed that he has decided tliat.
_
1827. Therefore each separate branch has to register its own laws ? So it appears according to that decision.
1828. Then does it not strike you that if each Society has to register its own laws they may be superior to
those you register? As regards our Society, it makes no difference : this is our Constitution, not merely for
the Grand Lodge but for all our subordinate Lodges. If they like to make any by-laws for any detail
work, they have to be submitted not to Mr. Oliver, but to the executive officers of the Grand Lodge, to be
revised and to see that they do not in any way interfere with the Constitution and by-laws of the Grand
Lodge.
1829. That is a matter of internal government, I take it? It is.
1830. But according to the Act, is it not set forth that certain things are to be done by each section of a
Society ? It is.
_
1831. Then again I ask you, if it does not appear that if each Society has to register its own laws it does not
follow that they are superior to any that you may register ? It certainly so seems.
_
1832. Are you aware that cases have been tried which have shown that Societies are subjected to great diffi
culties and expense through defects in this law ? Yes, I remember very distinctly that case of Guest’s.
1833. Never mind specifying cases; there are other cases similar to that one ? So I believe.
1834. You were asked some questions about Part II of tlie Act, section 6, where it says: “ Every person
being a member of the Committee of Management of any Society hereafter to be formed for any purpose
within the meaning of this Act who shall take any money in consideration of the allotment of shares or any
interest in such Society until the same shall be registered under this Act shall incur a penalty for any such
offence not exceeding ,£20.” Do you notice that clause ? Yes, I do.
1835.
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1835. Do you think such a clause is practicable 1 I think it is practicable.
W, E.
1836. Can a Society exist without members ? You can register the name of your Society in connection with Langley,
a certain Friendly Society. "When the Act was first passed there was nothing hut what are known as the
so-called Friendly Societies of the present day—Lodges under diflerent superior bodies j and in these cases
,if the Act was intended to refer to them it would be very easily complied with.
'
3837. You have already stated that you believe the word “ Society” means every branch ; can there he a
branch without members ? Yo.
183S. Thou without members can a branch register itself ? Tho promoters of it can do so.
1839. There are no promotel’s here t I beg your pardon, iu our Order at least five members belonging to a
Lodge may apply to the Grand Master for a warrant to open a new Lodge ; they aro virtually the promoters,
and they continue ex officio members of that Lodgo until the end of the first term.
1840. That is a peculiarity of internal government with you ? It is.
1841. But T want to know whether a body of members can consider themselves members of any Society
without paying any fee of any kind? It does not follow that because you have a. Society money must pass.
1842. You cannot have a Secretary without, members to nominate the Secretary ? I do not know.
1843. Then you consider this clause of the Act generally unworkable ? I would scarcely say unworkable ;
but as the Act is now it is not a clause that is properly workable : a much better clause im«kt be
substituted.
i i
>
Q
1844. Have you had anything to do witli Societies outside your own? ISTot with Friendly Societies.
1845. Have you unifonn books in your Society for book-keeping ? In the Grand Lodge of Yew South Wales
we have now ; we did not have them at first when working under the Grand Lodjge of Victoria, but since
Mr. Cannon and myself took ofhcc, we have discussed the matter, and the Executive Committee have recom
mended a certain way of keeping the books, and certain books to he kept by Lodges.
1846. Do you not think it desirable that the books should be uniform for all Lodges ? Unmistakably.
1847. Do you think it would he desirable for this Commission to recommend a skeleton set, or get some
qualified person to do so? Well, I consider uniformity in all Societies desirable, and if it is the intention
of the Commission to go so far as that into the details of the working of the Societies, I should think it
would he desirable to give a rough idea of it.
1848. You were asked whether 50s. per head was a good financial basis for a Society ; will not that depend
on circumstances? Certainly’, 1 think I replied to that before; 90s. per head to a progressive Society might
be a very good basis, while X10 to a retrograding one would be a bad one.
1849. But is it not a fact that 50s. is sufficient for a Society one or two years old, whereas four times that
amount for an old Society would be bad? I think the answer I have given will cover that j £2 10s. per
head to a progressive Society might be a very good basis, while £10 would hardly be enough for a retrogres
sive one.
"
1850. Mr. Rvine.'] I see by section 57, page IS, of your rules you provide for the valuation and, if necessary,
the alteration of your benefits and contributions at the end of each five years 1 Yes.
1851. It is there stated that there should be a valuation of the liabilities, and I presume of the assets also,
at the end of every five years? Yes,
•
1852. Is that valuation made by an actuary ? It will be made by an actuary.
1853. It has not yet been acted on here ? Yot here.
1854. And in case there was a deficit, what steps would he taken? If in connection with a Lodge, the
Grand Lodge would have the power to make a special levy up to the extent of 5s. per member ; and having
exhausted that, the Grand Lodge funds would tlien be available to a certain extent to place the Lodge in a
good position; or they would have the power to dissolve it, making good its deficiencies, and to give the
different Irndges near instructions to admit as members those who were in good standing and known as
financial members.
1855. That law has never been acted on to your knowledge either iu Victoria or in this Colony? It has
not; certainly not during my time iu Victoria, or during the past twenty years here.
1856. But is your Order not established more than five years in Victoria? It was established in 1841 in
Victoria, I believe ; I know of it since 1852.
1857. And has that rale been carried out regularly in Victoria? It has not—I never knew circumstances
to call for it; but this Constitution is not more than five or six years old.
1858. I ask because it says here at the end of every five years? Yes, this was adopted by the Grand Lodge '
of Victoria. It is a revised Constitution, and was revised two years ago, and this clause may only have been
put into it then; and I think it has been to meet certain alterations which were made in the law in Victoria
relating to Friendly Societies.
1859. Then, within your own knowledge, nothing of the sort has taken place ? Yo, not amongst our Lodges
here.
°
1860. Previous to your adopting a Grand Lodge here I suppose the various Lodges now under the Grand
;
Lodge worked independently of themselves ? Yo, I was the first District Deputy ever appointed here,
and I had the first Lodge established here placed under my care to report thereon to the Grand Lodge of
Victoria. It was worked by the District Deputy.
6
1861. And I suppose the experience of the various Lodges of your Order here is that the contribution which
you pay m has been sufficient to meet all expenses ? Yes, with the exception that in some cases for want
of supervision the Incidental Fund has been insufficient, and the Lodges have had to leave it so for the time
being and borrow from the other funds.
1862. But there has not been anything like a levy of 5s. ? Yo, notlring of the kind has taken place.
1863. And you believe the contributions you pay are sufficient to meet all tlie benefits you propose to give?
I do, if the Lodge is properly worked; the only case where it would be difficult is in the case of small
Lodges. I myself have been an advocate for large Lodges.
1864. Have you a sort of subordinate Court to try evidence? Each Lodge has in itself the right of taking
up any complaint; it is referred to a Committee, evidence is taken and copied and sent, if necessary, to the
District Deputy, as an appeal to him can be made ; his decision on the matter would then be taken ; from
his decision an appeal may be made to me or to whoever may occupy the Grand Master’s Chair; from my
decision an appeal may bo made to the Grand Lodge in session. The Grand Lodge has a Committee on
Appeals, and they go into the case and bring up their report to the Grand Lodge itself, and the Grand
486-1
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Lodge adopts or refuses to receive tlie report as tie case may be; it may either adopt it or object to it.
But there is still another Court of Appeal—the Supreme Grand Lodge of Australasia—to which any
aggrieved brother may appeal; beyond that our Order provides for no appeal—their decision is final
30 Jin., 1882,
Would you be in favour of a Court of Appeal composed of tlie Heads of tbe various Friendly Societies?
If the Societies themselves are not vested with the power to deal with all matters I would be in favour of
a Court of Arbitration, consisting of one member of the Friendly Societies having a certain number of
Lodges or members ; but under no circumstances would I give an opinion in favour of an appeal to civil
law, because one or two litigious men in a Lodge do more mischief than all tbe others put together; and if
they cannot be dealt with by tbe Order itself they should not be able to put their fellow-members to trouble
and expense by taking them to Court.
1866. Then you would make that a final Court of Appeal? Yes, a final Court of Appeal.
1867. Mr. Neidand.] Are all the members of your Society supposed to wear regalia while in Lodge? Yes.
1868. Is that regalia supplied by the Lodge ? Yes.
_
1869. And all tbe officers must be clothed in regalia? Yes ; there may be some that are not supplied by
the Lodge ; there are certain officers who may choose to go to the expense of an elegant turn-out; but they
must wear regalia of some kind.
1870. And the officers wear jewels in addition 1 That is not imperative.
1871. Section 76 of your rules says that every member shall wear the regalia proper to his office before
being allowed to take a seat in his Lodge ? They all wear regalia.
1872. What would be tbe cost of a full set of regalia for one of your Lodges ? I think Mr, Cannon has
given that information before; it depends altogether upon circumstances ; a full set may be had for about
£7, including members1 collars, and it may cost £25; you can go to any extent you like. Up to the
present we have not bad what are known as jewels in any of our Lodges,
1873. Jfr. .SWfe.] Has your Society any status in England? I believe so.
1874. Is it classed as one of the recognized Friendly Societies? I am not aware.
1875. Then where is its head quarters? I explained at the last examination that it is movable; the repre
sentatives of the three Supreme Grand Lodges have the right of fixing the next place of meeting at the
annual session.
1876. How are the officers of this Grand Lodge appointed ? By vote of the representatives in Grand
Lodge assembled.
1877. How are they paid 2 Per diem and mileage.
'
4
] 878. Were you in office when tbe Pyrmont Lodge was opened ? I was, if I remember rightly, District
Deputy. When it was opened it was opened under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Victoria.
1879. Have you any idea of the cost of opening that Lodge ? Yes, I regret to say I have.
_
_
1880. Will you tell the Commission what the cost was? I could never arrive at it, but I believe it cost
.
over £70.
1881. Did it cost as much as £90? I do not think so; but I must say that tbe matter urns a most
outrageous one, and taking tlie prominent part I did with regard to it I made for myself some enemies.
1882. Is it a fact that the new Lodge opened was billed with the cost of a banquet to the opening officers?
No, Ido not think that is true. There were a number of members of tlie Order who thought the party opening
tlie Lodge was doing a good work in the interests of the Order, and they subscribed amongst themselves—
not members of that Lodge alone—to make him a presentation ; and sundry others got np a sort of little
tea-fight which I think cost about 18d. a piece; but that Lodge was punished severely enough without that.
1883. Is the Commission to understand that this money was part of the money subscribed by ike new
members for the purpose of opening and carrying on tbe new Lodge ? I believe every penny of it was. I
say unmistakably that the expenditure of that money was a disgrace to the Order I belong to, or to any
other Friendly Society.
_
1884. You admit such an expenditure is wrong in principle? Unmistakably.
1885. And that it was expended for purposes for which it should not have been expended? A good
deal of it was; and a good deal of it was expended in posting bills to tbe effect that the Lodge was to
be opened on a certain night, and there were more of these bills than would put a couple on every house in
Pyrmont at the time.
1886. Is it tbe custom of the Order you are alluding to to spend large sums of money in posters for these
purposes ? It is not.
_
.
.
T
1887. And this then was a deviation from the usual practice ? It was ; I think the Marrickville Lodge
opened recently did not cost more than £15.
1888.' Have you a Lodge at Ashfield 1 There is a struggling Lodge at Ashfield.
1889. What is its condition ? It is a Lodge that has never seemed to progress.
_
1890. Does not part of the disability arise from excessive expenditure at the opening? I do not think so.
1891. Have you read the remarks of tlie Finance Committee as embodied in the report and balance-sheet
brought up by Mr. Cannon ? Yes; I have attended every meeting of the Standing Committee. _
1892. Did you notice one minute of the Finance Committee saying that the acconnts of the auditors were
untrustworthy ? Yes ; on several occasions the Finance Committee have expressed themselves fully and
freely on all tlie balance-sheets submitted to them.
_
_
1893. Then there is another minute: “The whole auditors’report is a muddle,”—what does that mean?
There is a division of the funds—Sick Fund, Funeral Fund, and Incidental Fund —
1894. Will you furnish us with a copy of that report and balance-sheet ? Mr. Cannon will do so.
1895. Have you had any evidence that the Secretaries have been in the habit of sending in false returns ?
I know of a case having occurred in Yictoria; and a case worse than that occurred in South Australia.
There is no use disguising the fact that in Friendly Societies there is no guarantee that all the Secretaries
shall be honest
...
.
1896. But have you any knowledge of it having been done in this Colony ? I know of incorrect reports
having been sent
1897. Intentionally incorrect 1 I do not say that.
1898. In an appendix upon the table, the Order is shown to cost 67 per cent, of its income for management
—is,that a correct statement? It is absolutely untrue. When tbe statement was made in Parliament I
went to the Grand Secretary’s office and took the figures out roughly, and I found that 13 or 14 per cent,
will pay all the cost of management. Of course if yon mix up sick pay with doctors and medicine it is
most unfair.
1899-
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1890. ‘What is about tlie average cost of doctor and medicine in your Order ? ’Well, it varies very much in
W. E,
the country, but about 7s. a quarter.
Langley.
1900. Do you keep your Sick and Funeral Fund separate from the management t We keep our Sick Fund
ftn‘’
^
separate, and the Incidental Fund by itself, and the Funeral Fund is beyond the control of the Lodges.
They forward a certain sum pci1 quarter to the Grand Lodge, and the trustees invest that as the Funeral
Fund of the Order.
1901. Now, do you still state, Mr. Langley, that all your members pay full entrance fees after the first •
night ? Yes. Officially I have never heard that it has not been done, though I have heard from members
of the Commission outside that two Lodges have not acted up to the law.
■
1902. A.re you aware, that at any time part of the entrance money has been furnished from any part of the
'
funds of the Lodge to make the whole come up to tlie sum prescribed by law 1 I am not; and if such a.
thing was ever done, and it came under my notice, I should suspend tlie charter of the Lodge.
1903. Has any Lodge of your Order recurred to the principle of half-fees at any time after the opening?'
Not to my knowledge.
1904. Mr. Gelding.] Could you inform the Commission what is the cost of sending this delegate or these
delegates to America annually ? I could not tell you what it costs; the Sovereign Grand Lodge of
America pays the expenses.
190.5. You promised to produce, if you could, the total value of the Society to the Commission : are you in
a position to do so ? Not at present; but it is extremely probable that the returns will be received by the
mail that is now in quarantine.
■
1906. Could you inform the Commission—you have stated the average cost of opening a Lodge is .£15------ ?
I did not say that; I spoke of one Lodge—the Langley Lodge, at Marrickville.
1907. Could you say houT the money was expended ? £5 for the warrant or dispensation, and then there was
certain Lodge regalia and Lodge furniture.
’
3 908. No part of it goes towards refreshments ? None—there is no such tiling known in connection with our■
Order ; nor will we allow a Lodge to be opened in a public-house if there is any way of having it outside one.
1909. Is it your opinion that this is one of the principal causes of the low average rate per head in your
.
Order ? I am not aware of it; it is not so much the starting of a Lodge which makes the low average as.
the way it is managed.
■
1910. Have you a Widows and Orphans’Fund in connection with your Order? No; we have a fund to
which the widow of a member can subscribe and receive an allowance at death.
1911. What is your funeral donation? £20 and £10.
1912. £10 on the death of a wife, I presume ? Yes, and £20 on the death of tlie member himself.
.
1913. Have you studied clause 41, which gives a member tlie right of willing away his funeral donation?
es, I sec that; it is one of those things which, as I said before, I regard as so much surplusage in
connection with the Act.
6
1914. What is your opinion in reference to allowing a member to will away this money from the widow,
provided she has conducted herself as she should do ? I do not see why I should not be in the same position
to will away that as well as any other asset of my estate. If I can will away the house she is living in, I
do not see why I should not have the right to will this amount away,
1915. Is it not a fact that the wives are generally the ones who keep up the contributions in these Societies ?

Not in my experience.
1916. Have you studied sections 43, 44, 45, and 47 of the Act ? I have read them all through.
191/. It states in them that the Trustees have the power of doing everything ; is that acted up to ? No,
it is not; tlie duties of the Trustees in tlie Societies I know anything about are otherwise defined.
1918. Do you believe it possible they can be acted np to ? They might be, but it would be prejudicial to
the interests of the Society.
1919. Then you believe these clauses require altering? They may suit some Societies.
1920. Can you say why the Independent Order of Oddfellows has gone back 10s. per head this year? I
am not aware of it.
1921. You stated the average per head was £3 last year, and now it is £2 10s. ? lam not aware that such
is the case, but if it is it may be because of the fact that seven Lodges have been formed since the return
was made out. Tliat may account partly for it, but I do not think it is the ease.
■
1922. What is your opinion about persons belonging to two Societies and drawing sick pay from both, and
other donations in the event of death? In one sense I think it is perfectly right for persons to be as
provident as they can ; in another, I am opposed to any member of our Order belonging to another branch
of the Oddfellows, and vice versd.
1923. Does not allowing this privilege tend very much to cause malingering ? I cannot say that; if you
are determined to cheat, and the medical attendant of the Lodge does not do his duty, it is the fault of the
medical attendant and not of the law. I do not think the law has anything to do with maliimcriuo-,
1924. Coming to the question of the auditing of tlie books, do you not think it possible for Lodges to find
intellect enough in the Order to audit the books ? You may do so ; but I have known Lodges in our Order
that had not persons competent to audit tlie books.
1925. I mean in the Order, not tlie individual Lodge ? Oh, decidedly you can find in our Order persons as
competent to audit books as those outside of it.
1926. Do you not think that would be the best way-of settling the question—that the Grand Officers should
appoint officers to audit the books ? That is done in our Order.
1927. .Wliat is your opinion of the Government framing an Act to appoint public auditors for the purpose of
examining tlie Lodge books ? I am not in favour of tbe Lodge hooks being audited by a public officer.
1928. As regards the returns, do you not think if they were sworn to before a J.P. or S.M. as correct, it
would be suflicient to meet all circumstances ? I think it would be far preferable to have the annual returns
examined by a Government official, who should he paid by the Government.
1929. Have you any further suggestions to offer in reference to tho matters before the Commission ? If we
are to have simply Benefit Societies as apart from what are known as Friendly Societies, my experience in
connection with both would lead me to prefer seeing the Government establish in connection with the Post
Office Provident Societies, by which you might be able to pay in anything from Id. to Is. a week, to secure
at a certain time or at death the payment of a certain sum of money.
Philip
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Philip Ja.mcs Newland sworn and examined :—

,

p.j.
1930. President.'] What Order do you represent ? The Grand United Order of Oddfellows.
Newland. 1931. And what position do you occupy 1 I am a Trustee for the Sydney District.
---------x 1932.
Have you had any length of experience in connection with the Order'S T have.

20 Jan., 1882. 1933

How long'l

I have hem twenty-one years a member.

1934. Of the same Order 1 Of the same Order.
1935. I presume there are certain contributions and Puneral and Sick Funds attached to your Order similar

to other Orders ? Yes.
1936. Has the Order taken any means to ascertain whether the fees fixed, the contributions, and Sick and
Funeral Fund fees are suflicient to meet any demands there might he upon the Society 1 At the general
meetings held biennially these matters arc always taken into consideration. They look at the past receipts
and expenditure, and if they see that there is any cause to recommend Lodges to raise the contributions or
otherwise, they do so ; but if you mean have wc taken any professional gentleman or actuary to look at the
figures, we have not done so.
1937. Have your fees and contributions hitherto met the demands upon them? They have.
1933. And is it you opinion as a member of the Order that the data upon which they are fixed will be suffi
cient in future to meet any demands unless under some extraordinary or unforeseen epidemic, or something
of that character 1 In answer to that question, the contributions paid in some of the Lodges, I believe, are
not sufficient, but Lodges have the option with themselves of increasing their contributions above a. certain
rate, but they are not to pay less than a certain fixed sum per week. But these Lodges, which, in my opinion,
would not be able to meet the demands upon them, are now taking steps to increase their contributions.
1939. Well, in the event of these Lodges not being able to meet demands upon them, does the Grand Lodge
or District take upon themselves any responsibility 1 They would do so.
1940. But is it imperative f Yes, it is under the present rules and regulations ; hut I think when Lodges
having been duly warned will not take time by the forelock and increase their contributions, the Grand Lodge
should not be liable to them.
1941. Is this Order governed by an executive authority ? Yes, by an executive authority which is elected ■
biennially ; it is called the Sub-Committee of Management.
.
1942. You have no Grand Lodge 1 There is a Grand Lodge in England.
1943. Then you are subject to them 1 In no matters whatever relating to the government of our Order;
we only receive from them dispensations, rituals, and the secret working of our Order.
1944. And do you have to contribute to it? Nothing, except to pay for our dispensations, degree books,
and rituals, which we get at cost price.
1945. Have you districts here, local districts? Yes.
1946. How many have you ? I think there are six.
1947. And are they subject to tlie Sub-Committee in Sydney ? Yes they are.
1948. Have you paid any attention to the Friendly Societies Act ? I have.
1949. And how have your Societies worked generally under that Act? There are several features in con:neetion with the Act that have not been strictly followed out, from the simple fact that it is almost
impossible for the Lodges to carry them out.
1950. In what particular is the Act inoperative? Well in this matter of Trustees tliat has been alluded to ;
I do not think it is possible for Lodges to cany out the law that the Trustees shall pay the whole of the
different moneys as required by the Act.
1951. But I do not quite understand you. You speak of the Trustees being required to pay money away ;
-do you mean the money of the respective Lodges? Yes, the money belonging to the respective Lodges.
1952. That is after the money has been handed over to the Trustees? The invariable practice is that the
money collected at the different meetings is handed over to a Trcasurcr, and, according to authorities given
to him he disburses it, while any surplus is invested in the names of two Trustees ; but the Act provides
that the Trustees shall disburse all amounts. It would not be workable in the Lodges. And again I find
that if a member of our Society should happen to get any of its funds into his hands, we have great incon
venience and loss in going to law to make him pay the money back after he has misappropriated it. One
instance I know of, a member of one of our Societies, through the illness of the Treasurer, was made acting
Treasurer, and he got a lot of money into his possession and converted it to his own use; and our solicitor
told us that on account of his not being tlie authorized Treasurer there would be a difficulty in the way.
1953. Is there any difficulty in registering Trustees, as a rule 1 No, not generally.
1954. Is there any other part of the Act? Well the Act provides for oases of dispute being settled by
arbitration; this has not been availed of by the members, as whenever they felt aggrieved they have gone
to law without having the matter brought before arbitrators. I do not think this should be allowed.
1955. Are you favourable to the different Friendly Societies settling their differences amongst themselves?
No, not exactly so ; I think if a member feels that he has not got justice done in his Society he should be
-allowed to appeal to a Board of Arbitration outside of the Society, whose decision should be final.
1956. Is it your opinion that it would be better to leave this to be settled amongst the Societies themselves
rather than to have recourse to the Courts, of Law ? I would have a Board distinct altogether from the
.Society.
1957. I think your Secretary has put in certain books and documents as to the rules of your Order, and as
to the amount of contributions, sick pay, and the Funeral Fund ? Yes, I believe so.
1958. And has given the amount of surplus capital to your credit 7 I believe so.
1959. Mr. Jiubie.] I understand you to say tliat amongst your Lodges you have several rates of contri
bution? Yes, there are.
1960. Therb is not a general rate? No.
1961. But there is a minimum fixed ? Yes.
1962. And you think it is in many eases not sufficient to cover the benefits?
Not in many cases, but in a
few cases.
1963. You think these Lodges are taking steps to amend that matter ? In the Sydney District that I am
speaking of.
1964. How do the lower rates work in the country—have they sufficient means to go on? I am only
acquainted with the Lodges in the Sydney District, which are all metropolitan or suburban Lodges.
1965. You have a number of country branches though? Not in connection with the Sydney District. The
country Lodges, I believe, pay more than Is. a week.
1966.
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You have a Lodge in connection with the district in Orange and elsewhere ? Yes.
YL
1967. Have you not a district at Bathurst 1 Yes.
Newland.
1968. This Lodge at Orange would not be amenable to that district? No; it has only lately been formed.
1969. Are tbe funds of the Lodge at Orange deposited with the Trustees in Sydney? No; they have the
*n'’
management of their own funds, simply contributing to the Sydney District the means necessary to
carry on,
1910. Then has the Sydney District charge of the Funeral Fund separately? Yes, of all the Lodges in
their district.
1971. So tlie Lodge at Orange contributes its proportion? Quite so.
1972. And if there was a death in Orange they would have to write to Sydney for the amount of the
funeral donation? Quite so.
”
1973. Is not that felt to be rather awkward at times? Well, they get their money by return of post;
there may have been cases in which inconvenience has been felt by the membera of the Lodge, but there have ■
also been cases in which the Treasurer of the local Lodge has advanced the necessary money.
1974. Tlie Trustees of the district do not pay any of the funeral moneys? No, they are paid by the Sub
Committee ; tho Treasurer keeps money in hand to pay demands that may be made upon him, and the
Trustees receive any surplus that there may be. If during the quarter it is found that the Treasurer has
not enough money in hand there is a demand made upon tlie Trustees, and tlie money is handed over to
the Treasurer.
1975. Does the Trustee keep an account o£ what the money is wanted for ? Of course there is a check kept
against the Bank ; it is kept by the Secretary.
1976. Suppose your Lodge wanted i>20 to-night, would you sign a cheque at once for it? No, not without
some written document from the Secretary and District Council that the money was .required, and 'stating
tlie purposes for which it was required.
1977. Do your Treasurers give a bond ? Yes.
1978. What amount of money is generally left in the Treasurer's hands ? . Speaking of the Treasurer of the
Sydney District, last night he had nearly £400 in hand, but, as a rule, during the quarter I do not think
he has less than about £60.
1979. Mr. Geldmff.] Tlie District Officers have power to order the Trustees to draw money out of the Bank '
when they require it, have they not? Just so.
1980. Jfr. Rubie.~\ To whom are the District Officers responsible for the proper expenditure of the money?
To tlie delegates of the various Lodges which meet and form the District Committee.
1981. And how often do they sit ? Quarterly.
1982. Tlien tho District Officers may expend five or six hundred pounds unknown to anybody? They may
if tlie money is required for funeral donations; all other accounts have to stand over until tlie next
quarterly meeting.
19S3, Referring to the Friendly Societies Act, the money clauses alluded to have reference to the Trustees
of Building Societies and are inoperative for Benefit Societies, is it not so 1 Quite so.
1984. It is- your opinion then that some alteration is requisite 1 Most decidedly.
1985. By which the Trustees should not be made to pay the benefits of the Lodge or Society? Yes.
1986. In reference to the mode of arbitration, I infer 'tliat you are in favour of persons outside the Societies
being appointed to act as arbitrators? Yes.
1987. And that they should be a final Court of Appeal for Friendly Societies in Sydney ? I am.
1988. Jfr. Greville.] You spoke of levies being necessary at times for the purpose of meeting deficiencies?
Our Lodges do resort to them,
1989. Do you not think it would be better that the contributions should be sufficiently large to defray all
claims on tlie Society without having resort to levies ? Yes, in a manner; but I find that Secretaries in
tbe division of the funds when there is odd money in the contributions find a great difficulty in dividing it;
but if there is a levy made and paid to one fund separately the Secretaries find less labour in keeping their
accounts.
1990. In other words, the correct principle is abandoned in certain Societies for the convenience of the
Secretaries? Yes.
1991. Jfr. ITolds-worth.) You say you have read the Friendly Societies Act: is it not there provided that,
'
“ Every dispute between any member of any Society established under tins Act or any of the Acts hereby
repealed or any person claiming through or under such member and tbe Trustees Treasurer or other officer or
Committee of Management thereof shall be decided in manner directed by the rules of such Society and the
decision so made shall be binding and conclusive on all parties without appeal ”? Yes; but when we have
pointed out that clause to our counsel, tlie member has still gone to law, and counsel has said it is not worth
the paper it is written on.
1992. Mr. Lan.ghy. ] If the Lodge at Orange which now sends its funeral money to your district sub
sequently joined tlie Bathurst District, what do you do with their past contributions to the Funeral Fund—
do you refund the money they have so paid, less tlie amount that you have disbursed 1 We keep it, but hold
ourselves liable for debts occurring for six months.
1993. Do you think that is fair towards the Lodge ? It is their own act and deed, and consequently if they
do not feel aggrieved there is no reason to complain.
1994. But do you think it is fair towards a country Lodge that you should retain money which you have no
claim upon, and which they may require ? I think it is fair, because as a district seeking to ■ separate itself
from its parent district the principle might be the other way if the thing was properly worked out, and they
might owe the district money.
1995. But is it not much more likely that the money would be required in a young struggling district than
in an old one ? Our district funds are merely nominal, so that really the funds in the district are of no
material value at all.
1996. But you have a substantial Funeral Fund of some kind or other ? No, it is only levies made from
one quarter to another to meet the probable liabilities,
1997. Tlien am I to understand you have not a Funeral Fund ? Yes, we have a Funeral Fund.
1998. Jfr. IMm.] You have found for twenty-one years that that system has worked? Yes, for twentvone years.
1999. And have you never had any occasion to make any extraordinary levies? Never; we have levies of
2s. 6cL and 3a per quarter per member.
2000.
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2000. Mr, Gelding.] Have' not you any reserve Funeral Fund in your districts Yes, we have; but it isnoL 0£ any extejit, as the delegates and Lodges do not believe in accumulating funds in the district. It is'
simply nominal.
2001. Mr. Langley.] Is it your opinion that it would be more advisable to have a complex Friendly
Societies Act such as this rather than a skeleton Act laying down a basis upon which Friendly Societies
should work, leaving them to make their own rules and regulations subject to the standard laid down i I
do not believe the Act for the w'orking of Friendly Societies should be mixed up with Building Societies or
anything of that kind—it should be separate entirely from anything else.
2002. But would it be more desirable to have certain standard facts laid down as a basis upon which the
Constitution and by-laws of the Lodges should be drawn up, or should the Act go into detail? I think
certain rules ought to be defined and laid down, and not too much liberty given to the Society as to how
they shall manage their internal affairs. There should be some definite rules laid down to work to.
2003. President.] Docs the present Act enter too much into detail 1 There are some things in it that are
not required, such as that matter with reference to Trustees.
2004. Mr. Smith.] Have you any Pension Fund or Superannuation Fund in connection with your Order ?
Wc have not at the present time.
2005. Mr. Slade.] Have you noticed the third page of the preface to the Act? Yes.
2000. Are you aware of any of your Societies or any other Society that have used tliat valuable skeleton
code of rules prepared for the instruction of Societies by Mr. Oliver ? I take it that all the Societies have
used that skeleton more or less.
_
2007. Is that a similar skeleton to the one you referred to in your reply to Mr. Langley, when you said
you thought one should be placed in any Act of Parliament? Ho, clauses 4, 5, and 6 I do not think are
necessary at all.
_
_
2008. Is not the law imperfect as regards Trustees, inasmuch as it places duties on the Trustees wliich are
unworkable ? Quito so.
2009. .And is it not your opinion that this arises from a misconception of the functions of the Trustees
rather than from any fault in the Act ? Yes.
_
2010. Mr. Gelding.] What is the cost of the dispensations your Society obtains from England ? £1 2s. fid.,
I think it is.
.....
2011. Can you inform the Commission the average cost of opening new Lodges in the city district? The
six Lodges that have been opened during the past two years have cost on the average £14 each—including
dispensation, set of regalia, opening posters and advertisements, with books and seal of Lodge.
2012. Are the District Ofiicers paid for their attendance for opening these Lodges ? No, they are not.
The Commission then adjourned till Monday, 23 January,

MONDAY, 23 JANUARY, 1882.

■

present:—

JAMES SQUIRE EARNELX,

Mr. G.
Bretnall.

23 Jan., 1882.

Esq.,

M.P.,

President.

JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
FRANCIS ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.
EDWAKD GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
PHILIP R. HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
PHILIP J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
EDWARD J. RUBIE, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq., '
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr. George Bretnall sworn and examined :—
2013. President-] What position do you occupy in the Friendly Societies 1 District Secretary of the Sydney
District of tbe Grand United Order of Oddfellows.

2014. How long have you been Secretary ? Three years and a half, I think.
^ Grand United Order of Oddfellows governed by a central body in Sydney ? Yes ; the Sub
Committee of Management, holding authority through the Committee of Management in England. ^
^
2016. Ton have no Grand Lodge? That is tlie Grand Lodge here. The whole of the Lodges in New
South Wales are under the control of tlie Sub-Committee here ; we are only nominally under the Grand
Lodge of England.
2017. You have a number of Lodges attached to your Order throughout the Colony, have you not? Yea
2018. Now, do they act and work distinctly from the goveming body? Yes, quite distinct from it,_ so far
that they are at liberty to frame laws for their own internal government, subject to the Sub-Committee of
Management.
2019. They fix their own contributions ? Yes; so long as they keep above the lowest rate specified in the
laws,
2020. Have they any voice in connection with the Sick and Funeral Fund ? The whole of the members
have a voice in that matter by their representatives.
2021. On the Grand Committee) On the Grand Committee.
_
2022. I suppose you could furnish tlie Commission with a return showing the number of Lodges in your
Order ? I have already a form to fill up.
2023. Tlien you have received a form asking you to supply certain information ? Yes, for five years.
2024. Will you be enabled to do that? I hope so.
2025. Do you know upon what principle the contributions and other fees have been fixed ? I am not aware,
except upon experience. I may state that there has never been a case crop up yet where there has not been
sufficient to meet the demands.
_
2026. Then they have not been fixed after actuaiial examination ? I think .not.
2027. I suppose you are speaking.now principally in reference to this Colony? Yes.
.
...
2028. I suppose you are aware that there has-been some lengthy examination into Fi-iendly Societies in.
England? Yes.
2029. Have you Distrimattached-to your Lodges? I am only Secretary of one District under the control,
of the Sub-Committee of Management; we have four or five others.
203'0.
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2030.' Then you are Secretary of the Sydney District t Yes.
'2031. And do tlie other Districts act independently of each other i

Mr. fit.
BrotaWh

Yes.

2032. In'the event of any subordinate Lodge becoming defunct or unable to meet its engagements, is there 33 j^n "'ireffi
any means by which the members can fall back on the larger body 1 Yes ; provision is made for Lodges
’’
'
breaking up, or through any division of opinion, for the minority to pay their money into the District or
Grand Lodge; and they will then be entitled to all the benefits assured to them by the rules.
2033. Have there been or are there any Lodges under your Order that have not been able to meet their
engagements 1 I think in one or two instances tliere has been a necessity for withholding sick pay for a
.short time, but it was at the option of the members.
.
2034. Is there power in your rules for making special levies? Yes, to the extent of ns. per quarter.
2035. That is to meet an emergency when the ordinary income is not equal to the demand upon it ? Justso.
'2030. Do you send any returns to the Registrar ? Indirectly ; the Lodges forward them to me, and I forward
them to the Sub-Committee of Management.
2037. Then do I understand that from each District the respective Lodges forward their returns through you
to tlie Grand Secretary ? Yes.
2038. Do you know of any Lodges that communicate direct with the Registrar? I am not aware that any
have done so ; in fact, I am sure the whole of the Lodges were registered through me shortly after I took
office.
2039. Is it your opinion tliat it would be better that all the subordinate Lodges of a Society should commu
nicate through the governing body, rather than that they should respectively deal with the Registrar ? I
think it is better that they should deal through some acknowledged head with the Registrar, to save
confusion.
2040. Notwithstanding that these Lodges have power to make rules and regulations for their own local
guidance, they have still to be governed by the rules of tho Order? By the leading principles.
2041. Have you paid any attention to the .Friendly Societies Act, so far as it relates to Benefit Societies?
But very little; there has been no necessity for me paying attention to it, for we have not been called
in question under it.
2042. Is tliere anything in the Act that has.interfered with the good government and working of-your
Order? I think there are too many different Societies mixed up together in the Act for Friendly Societies
to distinguish what relates to them and what to Building and other Societies
2043. That is unless for a person learned in the law ? J ust so 1 and I do not think we should be compelled
to engage a lawyer oil every question.
2044. I suppose you are aware that there are certain things that are imperative to be done under the law by
tbe Registrar ? Yes.
2045. Do you know whether these duties have been performed? It.is out of my province; the Grand
Secretary could answer that question better than myself.
"
2046. From your experience, are you in favour of having a separate Department to deal with Friendly
Societies ? Most decidedly ; I think the position that the Friendly Societies occupy demands something of
the sort, so that the officers and members should have somewhere to go to ask advice.
2047. That is, you consider the interests involved are so great as to justify the Government in establishing
a separate Department to deal with these matters ? Yes sir, that is my opinion.
2048. Have you ever had recourse to law—as between tbe members ? Once in my experience.
2049. Have you thought over the matter as to whether any means could be devised by wliich these disputes
might be settled amongst the members themselves ? We have already made laws to the effect that these
matters should be settled by arbitration, and since the appointment .of the arbitrators we have had nothing
to do with the law.
2050. But there is notliing to prevent any member going before the Law Courts ? The rules of' the Society
say that all cases shall be subject to arbitration ; and these have been certified by the Registrar.
2051. Do you think it would be well to have some tribunal as a Court-of Appeal? I have never thought
of that, hut it appears to me that the heads of the various Orders would form a proper tribunal,
2052. That is as a Court of Appeal from the goveming bodies ? Yes, I think so.
2053. Is there anything in the law that you could point out requires emendation?I should like to have
a little time to look over it, as I have not studied the Act a great deal.
2054. So far ns your experience goes, there is nothing hr the Act that has interfered with tlie good govern
ment or working of the Order ? No sir.
2055. Mr. Smith.] How long has your Society been established in the Colony? Between thirty-and forty
years.
•
2056. I understood you to say that during that period, or during your experience, no difficulties have
arisen in any of your Lodges with respect to meeting their obligations to the members ? I do not think I
said so : I said we had been at law once, and that on one occasion one of the Lodges had suspended sick
pay for a short time.
'
2057. Did you not state at the beginning of the inquiry that the fees were not based on anytables but on
experience? I said that so far as I was aware they were based on past experience.
2058. And that during your experience all the Lodges had met their obligations to the members ? I think
you must have misunderstood me; we have met all our obligations,.although we have been proceeded
against at law, except in the case of one Lodge which suspended sick pay for a short period.
2059. Was that the result of going to law? No, not at all. 2060. You have had members of Lodges take the District into Court? Yes.
2061. What effect lias that had on your Lodges ? I cannot see that it had any effect.
2062. Have you any idea of the cost to that particular Lodge ? It did not cost the Lodge a single .penny ;
it was the District that had to bear the .expenses, which amounted to £40.
'
2063. What .was the amount of the funeral donation ? £30.
2064. And had you.to pay the donation.? Yes.
2065. Then it actually cost you £70 ? We had to pay the-£40 and also the £30.
2066. Did the member feeling.aggrieved take the Society into Court? Yes; the exact circumstances were
■that a member of one of onr Lodges died, and tbe doctor’s certificate stated that he. died from alcoholism,
which was a complaint that we were not justified in paying the funeral donation for; and we .thought this
certificate was sufficient justification for withholding payment to the claimant; - and the case was taken into
■Court.
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Court. Tlie members or Lodge bad tbe right of appealing to arbitration, but they preferred to take it to
the District Court. In the witness-box the doctor was examined, and lie gave then as the primary cause of
23 Jan 1882
Bright’s disease, and of course we had to pay the amount. I might state that previously the doctor
1
1 had refused to alter his certificate or to modify it.
2067. Would the District have been willing to have the alteration l It would have been without their
knowledge.
2068. But if they had been made aware of it? I do not know what course of action they would have
taken ; but as one of them I should have opposed any payment if the doctor had altered tlie certificate in
this way.
2069. The £40, from what fund was it paid? The Contingent Fund.
2070. It is maintained by levy on members of subordinate Lodges? Yes.
2071. Did the fact of tliat money being spent increase tlie levy for the following quarter? To a very small
amount; but of course it must have done so to a greater or less extent.
2072. You are identified with the Grand Lodge of England ? Yes. '
.
2073. Do you pay any levies to them ? No.
'

2074. You are District Secretary for Sydney, I understand?

'

'

Yes.

2075. How many Lodges have you under your control 1 Twenty-four.
2076. Have any of them failed to meet their fair and legitimate claims? None, with the exception of tlie
case I have just pointed out.
2077. Have any of the officers improperly used the funds? On one occasion recently, and he was brought
to book for it and expelled.
2078. Explain please how he misused the funds? Tlie treasurer of the Lodge had to leave on business
which took him away into the country, and this member was acting as president of the Lodge, and was
appointed acting treasurer \ when the regular treasurer was appointed he refused to hand over the money,
as he considered he was not appointed legally ; and in the meantime he used it and got into difficulties, hut
friends of his paid the money for him and he was expelled.
2079. What was the amount? I think about £12.
2080. Were the police called in in any way? I could not answer that question.
2081. You do not know what steps were taken? Only that a warrant was issued for his apprehension.
2082. Wliat Lodge was that in connection with ? The Lodge at the Glebe, the Glebe Union.
2083. None of the other officers have misappropriated the funds ? Not that I am aware of.
2084. Of course your knowledge only applies to the Sydney District? Yes, to these twenty-four Lodges.
2085. Mr. Greville.] Do you know of more than one instance in which any of the Lodges have been
unable to meet their claims? No, only the one.
2086. And in that case the sick pay was suspended for a short time ? Yes.
2087. How was it that the members did not avail themselves of the privilege wliich you say they have
when a Lodge iff unable to meet its engagements, and throw themselves on the Grand Lodge? You see the
Society did not break up ; it is only in the case of a Lodge breaking up that they have that right.
2088. Then so long as the Lodge hobbles along the Grand Lodge does not interfere? No, so long as the
laws are observed and kept.
2089. Had the members who were thus deprived of their sick pay any remedy ? They were deprived by
their own action—it was not the action of any outside body ; they were at liberty to have raised their con
tributions if they liked, but they refused to do that, and chose rather to forego the sick pay.
2090. At that rate, then, a majority of the men who were not on the sick-list might refuse to raise the
necessary levy, and the sick may thereby be deprived of their privileges? Not at all. I think I stated that
members voting in the minority were allowed to pay their money in to the Committee of Management and
draw their sick pay therefrom, provided in all cases that the action taken by the Lodge is not a legal one.
2091. In the case mentioned by you there were certain persons who, having contributed to the Society, were
deprived of their sick pay because the majority of members would not make the necessary contribution ? I
will not admit that; I am not in a position to state whether there were any sick at that time.
2092. Then how could it be suspended ? By a resolution of any Lodge sick pay may be withheld for any
length of time.
2093. Then does the Lodge reserve to itself the privilege of suspending its sick pay whenever it likes 1
There must be good cause shown for it; they cannot take that action without the consent of the Sub-Coinmittee of Management or of the District under whose control they are.
2094. Now, in the case referred to, was the approval of the District obtained? It was before my time ; I
cannot answer that question.
•
2095. Still, I want you to tell me what protection there is for a sick man receiving his sick pay 7 I take it
that no action taken by any Lodge can be retrospective ; a person who has already received sick pay has an
established claim on the Society; you can only deal with prospective claims.
'
2096. Suppose a Lodge consisting of a majority of young healthy men with a few old ones who are likely to
lay claim to the Sick Fund, and suppose these young men, the majority, were to suspend the Sick Fund,
what protection would there be for those who were likely to come on the funds ? I should not like to give
an answer to such a question, as I think the question is too far-fetched.
I have already stated that a
member has his remedy if he votes in the minority in a Lodge, by appealing to the Sub-Committee of
Management, and he would then have his sick pay, medicine, and funeral donation the same as if he were a
member of the Lodge.
2097. And how would the Sub-Committee of Management recoup themselves ? They would receive his
contributions.
2098. Yes, but could he goto the Sub-Committee of Management at once? I presume that would he the
course taken and the remedy applied ; hut such a case lias never yet arisen.
2099. You speak of the remedy by one voting in the minority ; but supposing one voting in the majority
fell sick and wanted to make a claim, what tlien ? You are supposing very curious cases; it has not
occurred yet in the experience of thirty odd years.
2100. You desire the Commission to understand that when you speak of only one Lodge having failed to
meet its engagements you intend your observations to apply simply to this Colony, and not to the working

in England or elsewhere ? Decidedly so .
2101. Mr. Holdsioorth.] In reply to the question as to what your rate of contribution was based upon I
understood you to say upon experience t Yes,
2102.
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Mr. Cr.
2102. .Do you consider experience tlie best guide 1 I think past experience is not a sufficient guide for the
future, as the Friendly Societies here have only just arrived at maturity, and I consider that the claims that Bretnall,
have been made upon the Societies up to the present time will be surpassed by tlie clnimH in the future.
23 Jan., 1882.
2103. Are you aware that that lias been the result of tlie experience in Great Britain? I am.
2104. .Have you read the reports for 1S46 in the House of Commons—the report on Friendly Societies 1 Ho.
2105. Are you aware that by the experience of tlie last ton years it is found that the sickness has been
greater than in tlie preceding ten years in your Society?
1 cannot go so far baek'as that; my experience
only extends for three years; but I cannot fail to see that those who joined the Society when it was first
established are now on tlie verge of death, and consequently the claims must fall heavier.
2I0G. But have you not a number of young members to take their places? Oh, decidedly; the average age
at which we have accepted members during ifiy past three years will not go over twenty-six or twenty-seven.
2107. Yet you consider your risks greater now than when you were first called into existence? Yes.
21 OS. Are you aware that locality lias a great deal to do with the amount of sickness? Yes.
2109. Have you observed that trades and callings Lave had a great deal to do with sickness? I know' tliat
it. hns.
2110. Bo you lose a number of members each year for non-payment of dues? ' Oh yes. especially in the
case of new Lodges.
2111. Then you would have an actuarial calculation based on the various experiences of tlie Societies ? Y"es;
and not only upon those of the Societies of this Colony, but of older Societies.
I think the experience
of the Societies here is not sufficiently lengthy to give a correct table.
2112. Have you examined into the question us to the proportion of sickness liere per member per year, and
that of the old country ? I have not.
2113. You told us tho sick pay was suspended by a vote ? Ye.1-1,
2114. You have read the Friendly Societies Act? Yes, casually.
2115. You arc aware that there is a clause by which any existing claims must be provided for before you
can suspend that? I think that in my explanation I made it dear that that was the case ; we cannot stop
it, but we can pass a resolution to withhold it in any prospective cases.
21 i 6, But if sick pay was suspended for a certain period of time, and any one in the minority objected to
il, he could throw himself on a fund that would protect him ? Just so.
2117. Then no wrong could be dono him without his sanction ? Ho.
2118. You say there is a provision in your laws for settling disputes by arbitration ? Yes.
2119. Arc you aware that in the Act there is a provision that everything shall be settled by arbitration
without appeal ? I believe there is ; but when you take a ease to Court they go on with it just the same,
and the J udges will try the case.
2120. You referred to a case in which you went to law' on a constitutional point, and the doctor afterwards
gave evidence that death had arisen from Bright’s disease? Yes.
2121. If he had signed a certificate to that effect before, would you have paid the claim ? Yes, imme
diately.
2122. Afr. Langley.] Mr. Holdsworth just asked you if the minority wished to claim from the District their
sick pay they could do so, and you answered yes; where would the funds come from? From the members
of the w'hole Order.
2123. Do you think that fair? I think it is fairer than that the member should go short of his legitimate
claim.
2124. Yes ; but do you think that if I belonged to a Lodge that had always paid its way, I and that Lodge
should be called upon to pay for the default made by another ?
Well, strictly speaking, there might he
some ground for complaint, but the levy would be so very small that it would not be felt.
2125. Admitting that, still, on equitable principles, do you believe it would be right? Well, there are two
evils, and 1 cannot see the way out of the question.
If a Lodge becomes virtually insolvent for the time
being, should the member lose tbe rights he has paid for?
2126. Do you uot think some steps should ho taken to prevent it from becoming insolvent ? We cannot
account at all times for the position of a Lodge ; it may be in a poor position from accidental causes. It is
an exceptional case.
.
2127. Do you not think some supervision should be exercised to prevent a Lodge from falling into that
position ? That could not have applied in this case. A Lodge may have £150 to its credit, and yet if three
members fall sick for a whole year, they would absorb the whole fund,
2128. You say your scales are so arranged that you can charge anything above a fixed minimum? Yes.
2129. Does that fixed minimum admit of half fees besides ? Separate and distinct from all contributions ?
2130. Arc your initiation fees fixed at a minimum and maximum ? Ho, the maximum is fixed.
2131. Then you can go as much below' that as you like ? Ho.
2132. Is the whole scale not fixed ? No, because we can alter it.
. 2133. And make it as low as you like? Ho ; it would be within the province of the District to allow a
Lodge to initiate at a nominal rate ; it has been done.
There is a law w'hich says that in the event of new
Lodges being opened they may admit members at half-fees; the nominal entrance has not been charged for
several years past, but it has been done.
2134. Is it your opinion that the scale of initiation is of any importance as compared with the rates of
contribution and the careful management of the funds of the Lodge ? I should be prepared to forego all the
initiation fees with the exception of a nominal one to pay the expense of examination.
I think the contri
butions should be sufficient to meet all claims.
2135. In cases of half-fees being charged, may I ask if within your knowledge the half-fee system has been
allowed when the funds or position of the Lodge did not require it, and whether such has not been done as
simply a competitive arrangement ? There are too many questions there.
2136. Have the District officers allowed you to charge half-fees in Lodges where tlie financial position of
the Lodges did not absolutely demand it ? There is a difficulty in answering that question, because it may
be your opinion that it may be necessary to admit at half-fees when a Lodge is unfinancial or where it is in
a good position,
2137. Do you know of any case where a Lodge in a sound position has been allowed to admit members at
half-fees ? Oh yes.
486—K
2138.
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2138. Then in that case what were the necessities for departing from your rules 1 Simply a desire to
increase the numbers of the Order, upon the principle that every member introduced to the Society is tT,
source of income.
23 Jan,, 1882. 2139. Was it actually from a desire for competition with other Societies ? Not in the slightest degree ; in
fact we have competed in this way viith our own Lodges.
2140. Do you consider it fair to your own Order to allow one Lodge to initiate members at half-fees while
another.Lodge is charging full fees? I think so, setting as I do very little value upon the fees.
2141. Do you think that iu the carrying on of Benofit’Socictics it would be advisable to lay down, by a
Government actuary or otherwise, a certain basis upon which calculations should bo made? Wliat form are
these calculations to take ?
2142. That would be for the Government actuary. I mean, to lay down as a basis what payments would
guarantee a certain result? I cannot say whether you would like a sliding scale or a fixed one.
2143. A fixed scale? I think it would be wise if such a tiling were adopted.
2144. Below wliich do you think it would be inadvisable or advisable to go ? It would be decidedly
unwise to fall below it.
2145. Mr. Riibie.] Then, accoiding to your rule, all members would pay alike, as you set no value on the
entrance fees ? Yes, if it is a fixed scale like we have at the present time.
2146. Have you a Beseiwe Fund ? Yes,'in the District.
2147. To what purposes is that applied ? Only to the funeral donations.
2148. Does any portion of the entrance fees go to that ? Yes, there is a registration or entrance fee to the
District Funeral Fund.
2149. Does that materially help it ? Oh yes.
2150. Then it might be necessary to change that? Not if the contributions were made equal to the
demands upon them.
2161. Have you a Widow and Orphan Fund? Yes, separate from the District; it is optional with the
members if they belong to it or not.
2152. How is it supported ? Each member pays a small nominal entrance fee, and Id, a week,
2153. Wliat are tbe benefits to be got from it ? Though I am a member of it, I can hardly tellyou ; it is
from j£5 to £20.
2154. Has that Widow and Orphan Fund been sufficient to meet all demands upon it? Yes, and they
have £500 to their credit now.
2155. What portion of your contribution goes towards your Sick and Funeral Fund ? Tlie Funeral Fund
is administered by the District, and the Sick Fund by tbe Lodges; not less than 6d. a week.
2156. And out of that 6d. a week a portion goes to the district? Yes; not less than 2s. 6d. or 3s, a
quarter.
_
2157. What is your general contribution? Ranging from 13d. to 15d. There are one or two Lodges
paying only a shilling, but they are now talking of raising it.
2158. Tbe contributions can be raised to meet any demand? Yos.
2159. That is a sort of sliding scale ? Well, it is open to the members to decide at any meeting what they
shall pay, so long as it is not less than a certain amount.
2160. Mr. Ne.wland.] Seeing that you state that the fees are not much in the takings of a Society, but that
the contributions properly managed would be sufficient, would you be in favour of a graduated scale of pay
ments ? Under certain conditions I should ; I think though that the constituent parts of a Friendly Society
aro not able for the work that would fall on tlie secretaries ; it would be hard to find clerical skill sufficient
to carry it out.
'
2161. I mean if a young man joins at a certain age he should pay that amount through life; do you think
that would entail a great amount of labour ? My experience of secretaries leads me to the opinion that they
would find great difficulty in carrying it out. At tlie same time I believe it to be the most just system.
2162. What is the cost of opening new Lodges in your Order? The actual cost of opening a new Lodge,
with just bare necessaries for conducting the business, would be something under £5.
2163. What would be included in that £5 ? The Charter, books necessary, and Lodge seal.
2164. Is regalia necessary in tbe working of a Lodge? No.
2165. Mr. Greville.] If the contributions were calculated on such a scale as to pay a proper secretary, your
objection would be done away with I suppose ? Decidedly.
2166. Mr. Slade.] Regarding the sick pay, your rule 106 relates to it, and it being decided by law how
much-a week you shall pay, how can you without calling a meeting of your members alter that law or do
anything which relates to the suspension of sick benefits for any period ? I think the Friendly Societies
Act gives power to the members by a specified majority.
2167. Does not the Friendly Societies Act state that no alteration of the laws can be made except at a
summoned meeting, summoned for that purpose? But this is not an alteration—it is merely a suspension.
2168. If the law settles that, by what authority do you set aside the law ? If the members are summoned
to a certain meeting the business is noted on the summons, that is sufficient.
2169. Then ’do we understand that this alteration of your rules, or the suspension of your'rules, has been
duly forwarded to the Registrar and certified in the usual way ? There are too many points there. In the
first instance you say the rules are altered; they are not altered, but are simply suspended for tbe time being.
2170. Your 106th rule says tbe allowance for sick members shall be on a certain scale; that law contains no
power to set aside or suspend that form of payment? Under tbe Friendly Societies Act it does.
2171. Then has it in every case been legally done and the alteration registered? 'There has been no
alteration, but merely a suspension.
2172. Can you give the Commission any idea of how large a proportion of' the'weekly expense is available
for sick pay ? Not less than 6d. a week is paid into the Sick and Funeral Fund.
2173. 'Well, taking away the Funeral Fund, how much is left for sick pay ? About 16s.’a-year.
.
2174. That is about 4d. a week ; does it not require about sixty members to keep one nick member on the
funds? As a matter of course it must.
2175. Does your experience teach you that the Lodges having met their sick liabilities hitherto, their rate of
sickness must have been less than that? Most undoubtedly; if the money had not been sufficient we should
have lost ground, which we have not done.
2176. To return to graduated payments : do you think that they would very materially increase the duties
of
Mr, G.
Bretnall.
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of tlie secretaries if they were arbitrarily fixed at entrance and not interfered with during the course of tlie
Mr. G.
members’attachment to his Lodge 1 It .would take a tolerably fair clerk to keep a set of books on the Bretnall,
graduated scale ; it would not increase tbe duties, but it would increase tlie necessity for more ability.
2^7^^1882
2177. Are you of opinion that the management of the affairs of the Societies could be assisted if tlie Friendly
an’!'
’
Societies Act acceded that there should be an Arbitration Committee to assist them in the settlement of
their disputes'! I believe that a Board composed of tho leading.members of the various Friendly Societies
would be a very good Board for such a purpose.
2178. I mean to meet the case of Societies that are single in their existence, and not for the larger Societies ?
There would be no objection to their being affiliated with the Friendly Societies for such a purpose.
2179. Have you a separate superannuation or pension fund attached to your Order? ISTone.
2180. Do you consider such a fund advisable? No, decidedly not.
2181. Mr. Geldivg.^ Have you studied this question of arbitration well? No, I have not
2182. Then I presume on that account you are not able to give a very good opinion on the affair ? I think
the matter is such a commonplace one that any one could give an opinion.
'
2183. Do you not think these arbitration affairs should be left entirely to the Societies to settle amongst
themselves ; would it not be injudicious, considering that one Society is pitted against another, to call in
members of other Orders ? I have yet to learn that tlie Societies are pitted against each other.
2184. Tlien you believe the arbitrators should bo taken from tho different bodies ? I can see no objection to
such a course, believing that there is sufficient honor and integrity amongst members everywhere to settle
a matter of that kind.
2185. I presume you have had to send returns in to the Registrar? Not to the Registrar ; I send them in
to our Genevai Secretary.
„
2186. And lie, I presume, sends them to the Registrar? Yea
2187. There lias been a good deal of difference of opinion how this should be done; do not you think that
in every case the returns should be sent in to the Grand Secretary certified by auditors sworn before a
Justice of the Peace, and that these returns as compiled by the Grand Secretary should be sufficient for all
purposes ? I have seen in the possession of our Grand Secretary a tabulated statement which he sends in.
2188. Rut does he not send in the single forms? I believe so, but a tabulated statement as well.
2189. Would it not be sufficient to have the tabulated statement alone? I do not know : it would give room
for cooking the returns.
2190. Are you aware of secretaries cooking these accounts? No, under present circumstances it is very hard
to do it; but I think that is a question that could be better answered by the Registrar than by me.
2191. You have stated in answer to Mr, Newland that your Lodges arc not required to have regalia: do not
all your Lodges dispense with tliat law ? We have no law.
2192. Do all your Lodges have regalia? I believe they have, with the exception of one to be opened next
Thursday—they have none at all.
2193. In reference to the sliding scale, I understood you to say that you did not believe the secretaries have
,
sufficient capabilities to carry it out in this Colony ? ------219-1. Are you aware tliat the Manchester Unity in Great Britain and the Channel Islands adopt this
■
sliding scale? My experience docs not extend to,other parts of the world, but only to New South Wales.
2195. And yet you think it would be impossible to carry out such a thing ? No, I said it would require a
better class of secretary than we usually get.
219G. You tell us you would willingly do away with the initiation fees, and yet you would have a fixed
scale of contribution putting members of all ages on a perfect equality? I said that on account of the
difficulty of getting secretaries of sufficient ability I would bo more in favour of a fixed scale than of a sliding
scale.
2197. I was talking of initiation fees? T would do away with them altogether and admit members on a
nominal entrance.
’
2198. Arc you aware that to do that you would have to raise the subscriptions to about Is. 6d. a week? I
do not think they would come to that.
2199. Ilave you any idea of the amount you receive from initiation fees in the district for a single quarter ?
I am not prepared with figures at the present time, but I could furnish the information. In the last three
months it might amount to £150.
2200. Do you think the present rate of contribution you pay in your Order, Is. a week, sufficient to meet
all your present and future liabilities? No, 1 am sure a shilling a week will not meet it.
2201. You are aware that posters are put about offering all sorts of advantages for a shilling a week ? I
am aware they have been printed, but in all cases the Dodges have been opened on a higher scale.
2202. And do you, as District Secretary, allow these posters to go about? Once having gone forth, wc can
take no action or do away with the impression produced on tho people.
2203. Arc you aware that the Rose of Petersham Lodge issued a poster to that effect? Yes, 1 am aware
of it.
2204. Was it contrary to your rules? No; our rules say the minimum contribution shall be a shilling a
week, and it was within the rules. When the Lodge was opened the fees were made higher.
2205. Do you think your Society, or any other Society, with the exception of the Temperance bodies, could
withhold the funeral donation, provided a man died from alcoholism ? You arc asking for a legal opinion,
and I should not like to give it. Our rules say wc are not to pay in such cases.
2206. You say you have never studied the Friendly Societies Act? Not to any very great extent.
.
2207. Have you looked through all the clauses ? No, because it is incomprehensible to-me—there are so
many Societies mixed up in it.
2208. Mr. Weidand.'] Have any of the officers of your Society informed intending candidates to understate
their ages ? Never.
'
2209. Have they ever gone to tlie medical officer and told him not to make too careful an examination of
the candidates—have you ever heard of such a thing ? I have never heard of such a thing, but have been
one of a committee to wait on the doctor and urge a stricter examination.
2210. Mr. Ilolrfswortk.] Is it the practice in your Society to examine into the health of the wives? Nob in
our Society.
'
2211. Mr. Gddinf/.~j Then, considering she is insured as well as the man, do not1 you consider • she should
undergo some examination! If a member makes a false declaration with regard to the state of his wife’s
health he is liable to be expelled
2212.
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2212, Bui you cannot prove it 'i We have proved it.
2213. Do you think it advisable, considering she is insured, that she should undergo an exam inn*‘on 1
I have voted against it.
2214-. Mr. Langley.] If a medical examination is necessary in the case of the husband, are there not grounds
why it should be equally so in the case of the wifel Kb, because she is not the recipient of sick pay, living,
as she docs, on the bounty her husband supplies.
'
2215. Mr. Gelding.] In the medical certificates that have come in to you of a wife’s death have you not found
the cause of death consumption or phthisis 1 Infants die of that.
2216. Mr. Greville.] Am I correct in supposing that your objection to initiation fees is simply because it is
an unscientific way of providing funds 1 Yes. I believe they are not based on anything like correct
principles.
2217. You think the table of payments should be so calculated as to secure the results independently of any
iuitiation fees 1 Decidedly so.
221S. Mr. Smith.] Are all the Lodges working under your Grand Lodge registered? I think they are
every one of them.
The Commission then adjourned until Friday, 27 January,

FMDAY, 27 JANUARY, 18S2.
■

JJrcsmt:—'

JAMES SQUIRE EARNELL,
JOHN GELDING-, Esq.,
ED WAND GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
PHILIP J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq,

■

Esq.,

M.P.,

Pkesidext.

JAMES E. SMITH. Esq,
FRANCIS ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
EDWARD J. R (JBIE, Esq,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq,

Mr. William Barnett Smith sworn and examined :—
2219. President.J What are you ? A.n accountant.
2220. You reside at Wnllerawang? At Wallorawang at present.
2221. You have expressed a desire to be examined by this Commission ? That is so, sir.
2222. You are aware of the nature of the inquiry? I am ; it is, 1 believe, into the working of the present
Friendly Societies Act.
2223. Have you had a large experience in connection with Benefit Societies? For the last eight or nine
years I have been closely connected with them.
2224. Have you held office in connection with any of the Societies? Yes, I have.
2225. Which one? The Protestant Alliance Friendly Society.
2226. What position did you occupy ? 1 occupied the position of Grand Secretary or general Secretary of
the Order for two years, and also Secretary and Gliairman of subordinate Lodge.
2227. Is this Society registered under the Act? Yes.
2228. What is the nature of the Society—is it governed by any contra! body ? It is ; it is governed by one
central body, which is termed the Grand Council, composed of representatives elected by each subordinate
Lodge.
_
_
t
2229. Are there many subordinate Lodges in connection with it ? There arc, in all the Colonies. In New
South Wales I think there are from twenty to thirty at the present time,
2230. Is it connected with Lodges in the other- Colonies ? Yes.
_
2231. And is this the head quarters of the whole? No, they arc all on an equality ; the Order originally
existed in Victoria and New South Wales as separate bodies, but they amalgamated, agreeing to accept
members from eacli other, and they now exist under one body called the High Court. It has spread to the
■other Colonics since the amalgamation.
2232. But has the Grand Council of New South Wales any jurisdiction over the other Lodges in Victoria
None at all.
2233. What are the principles upon which it is founded 1 The principles common to alt Benefit Societies;
it affords aid during periods of sickness, a sum of money payable on the death of a member or member s
wife, and medical attendance and medicine to its members.
_
2234. And I presume the contributions and the sick and funeral benefits are somewhat similar to those of
other Societies? Yes, much similar ; they allow 21s. a week for the first period of sickness, then 15s, and
then 5s. ; £25 at the death of a member, and £15 at tbc death of a member’s wife; and this donation is
increased by £5 after five years' membership.
.2235. What is the weekly amount of contributions? Is. a week is the stated sum, but this is increased,
varying in Lodges from Is. to Is. 3d. a week ; it is generally a shilling, and then a levy each quarter.
2236. Do you know upon what data the Grand Council arrived at the fact that this contribution was suffi
cient to meet any demands that might be made on the Society? They had no data but the experience of
other Societies in existence before themselves ; they had no tables, and nothing to calculate a correct rate of
contribution.
2237. So far as you are aware, has this Society been able to meet its financial engagements? It has, so far
as I am aware, been able to meet all its engagements; it has only been in existence eight or nine years, and
has progressed, though I think the Society is not in a sound financial condition.
2238. I think you said it was a Protestant Friendly Society? It is ; that is, the members must belong to
some Protestant denomination.
_
2239. I presume you have made yourself acquainted with the Friendly Societies Act ? I have in a general
way.
_
2240. Are you aware whether that law has been complied with in certain respects, such as laying the
returns before Parliament and so on ? -1 believe the annual returns have been furnished to the Registrar.
2241. That is the respective Lodges or Grand Council have famished these returns to the Registrar ? The
custom is to furnish the General Secretary with duplicate returns, one copy of which is sent to the Registrar
and the other kept by the Society.
’
2242.
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2242. And do the Societies send-their returns directly to the Bcgistrar, or through the Grand Council?
Mr.
Through the Grand Council.
_
_
.^
2243. You are aware that under the law the respective Lodges can send them in to the Registrar ? Yes, T ^
am aware of that; but it is a matter of regulation of the Society that the Grand Secretary shall collect
‘
them first.
,
2244. Now do you not think it is best that they should come through the Grand Council or other governing
body ? I do.
_
,
2245. Po you know whether any of the Lodges under the Society have been dissolved ? Yes, they have.
224G. Could you tell us for what reason? Probably because the members have fallen away.
2247. "What becomes of the interests of the members who are left ? Under the law they can transfer themselves to some other Lodge.
■
2248. And receive all the benefits they would have become entitled to under the Lodge that became
defunct? Yes.
_
2249. Po you know anything about the working of any of the other Societies,—the Oddfellows, Pruids ?
I know nothing of the working of the other Societies, with the exception of the experience gained by tho
Oddfellows in England ; I have studied that, and the works of Mr. Ratcliffe. and the tables he prepared ;
but as far as their actual working is concerned I know nothing.
_
2250. Po you know whether the Societies here have fixed their contributions and benefits on the basis of
Mr. RatcliflVs tables, or if tested by them would they be found sufficient? I do not believe there is a single
Society in New South Wales that would show favourably if tested by these tables. I am certain the rates
of contribution now paid are not sufficient to meet the benefits promised.
_
2251. That is, taking the ages at which persons join and the death rate ? Y"es, taking the English death
rate.
_
...
2252. Po you think longevity is greater here than in England? I do not think it is.
*
2253. Who is Mr. Ratcliffe? He was Corresponding Secretary to the Manchester Unity in England for
many years.
'
,
2254. Was lie an actuary? No, he was not an actuary ; but he gave a great deal of study to the question,
and was able to get a great deal of valuable information; his tables have been taken as a basis by the
Victorian Government in the tables they have prepared.
_
2255. How are disputes settled in your Society ? They are settled by a majority of the subordinate Lodge,
and there is a light of appeal to the Grand Council. If not satisfied with that, the matter can then be
submitted to arbitration,
225G. But is there anything to prevent a litigious person going to the Law Courts? Our law says that
disputes must lie referred to arbitration, and that the result of the arbitration must he complied with.
_
2257. But is that not diametrically opposed to the statute law? The Act says that the rules must provide
for the matter, and mentions arbitration as one of the modes. If not referred to arbitration, then an appeal
may be made to the Law Courts.
_
_
_
2258. I want to get your opinion as to whether it would be wise to provide that all possible disputes that
could arise internally amongst the Lodges should be determined amongst themselves, with the right of
appeal to an appellant Court ? Yes, with the right of appeal to a higher Court outside the Society.
_
2259. Is it your opinion that an appellant Court could and ought to be formed out of the respective
institutions or governing bodies of the various Societies ? I have never thought of that, but it strikes me
as a very good idea ; as men such as these would have a better knowledge of the working of the Societies
than a District Court Judge, and they would be better able to render justice.
_
22G0. Then you would have a Board of persons—say, for the sake of illustration, one from each Society—to
act as a final appellant Court ? Yes.
2261. Of course that does not refer to criminal cases ? No.
2262. Have you ever known of any defalcations or malpractices by secretaries or treasurers ? Not from
actual knowledge; I have heard of several cases, but could not say whether they were correct.
_
2263. Now, is there any suggestion you could make to the Commission in reference to any emendation of
the law ; in what particular points do you think the law requires amendment ? One important point is in
fixing a minimum rate of contribution ; and secondly, having all tables of rates certified to by a competent
person independent of the Society.
2264. Is that all that strikes you at present ? There is another provision that might be amended, and that
is that which permits Societies to invest a certain portion of their capital in land or buildings. I think they
should bo compelled to have a certain reserve fund before locking up their capital. I think the great fault
is in the administration of the Act rather than in the Act itself.
2265. Has it ever come to your knowledge that it was impossible to administer the Act in consequence of
not having sufficient machinery ? I believe that is the case ; one person could not Successfully administer
2266. You arc aware that there are very large amounts of money involved in the administration of the Act, .
so far as it affects the individual members of the Lodges and their connections ? Yes.
.
2267. Have you ever thought over the question as to whether it would be only an act of justice to these
Societies that there should be a Department created specially to deal with this matter and to administer
the Act? Yes, I certainly think there should be a Department.
2268. And you think any Government would be justified in creating such a Department? Most decidedly.
2269. And better security would thus be afforded to members and Lodges? Yes; and I believe Societies
would also be formed on a sounder basis—there would be less uncertainty than at present.
2270. Mr. timiifi.] Have you ever been a member of any other Society ? Never.
_
_
2271. I understood you to say that you thought the Society of which you are a member is not in a good
financial position ? I did say so.
2272. You speak of it as a whole? As a whole, yes.
2273. How long has the Society existed here ? About nine years. ■
2274. Where did it first liave its origin ? In Sydney.
_
_
2275. Only ? Only. There were Societies of the same name in different Colonies, but in no way connected..
2276. You have no connection with any Society of the same name in any other part of the world? The
Society extends throughout the whole of the Colonics ; it did exist in Victoria before we were established
here as an independent body.
2277.

77

.

'

.

380
FRIENDLY ^SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY’ COJIMSSION—MINUTES' OF’ EVIDENCE.

"W'S^Smith
long is it since the connection took place between here and Victoria? Since 1874,1 think.
' \
' ‘ ii278. And your eNjicrience ivill justify you in saying that you believe the Society is not in a good financial
27"Jan., igS2..P03^i°n • ^es- I 'i° n°t think it is worse than any othci-s, perhaps better than many others ; it is a fault
common to all Societies—that is, taking an actuarial view of the matter,
■
'
2279. IIave you any idea or could you give any opinion as to the average ages of your members 1 I should
think the average age would he something over thirty : because the Society has been so lately formed that
there cannot be a large proportion of members at the older ages.
"
2280. Is it not a fact that your Society, in order to get a footing in the Colony, has resorted to the principle
of taking in a largo percentage of old members? No, that is not-the fact: it lias resorted to one defect, and
that is to admit members at a reduced entrance-foe. That is a matter that I was personally opposed to ;
still it has prevailed and often does prevail.
.
2281. Then it is a fact that your Lodges have resorted to the half initiation fees 1 Yes, principally in HieLodges just opened.
2282. Has it been done in more instances than one by any new Lodge ? Not to my knowledge, but it may
have been—it is possible,
2283. Do you not think that principle in itself would he very injurious to the successful working of a.
Lodge? I do, provided the rates of contribution are not sufficiently high. If they are sufficiently high I
do not think it matters much what the rates of entrance-fee are.
2284. Could you give any idea as to the class of persons you get under the reduced entrance-fee? Princi
pally young men ; we do not take any members over forty.
2285. But is it not a^great inducement for men from thirty to forty to become members of a Society wherethey can get in for half the amount? Of course it is.
.
2286. During the nine years this Order has been in existence in the Colony have you had many cases taken
into the Law Courts ? No, T. do not think we have had more than one or two ; I do not remember morethan one.
2287. You did have one case ? We had one ; it was the Grand Master of the Order who retained some
part of the regalia and was sued to recover it.
2288.' What was the result ? He was compelled to give it up.
2289. Did the Grand Lodge suffer by having to pay expenses ? No, lie had to pay the costs ; they were
given against him.
2290. In reply to the President, you said you thought the Act would meet all requirements if it were
properly administered? With a few amendments that’I suggested at the time,
2291. As Grand Secretary have you ever experienced any difficulty in working your Lodges under the Act?
No. I only held the office of Grand Secretary for a short time after the Act came into force.
2292. Is it within your knowledge that any difficulties have been experienced by any of the officers under
the Act? No, unless that clause relating to the purchase of land by Lodges is a case in point. A Lodge
to which I belonged invested a portion of its surplus capital in land, and the matter was referred to the Begistrar, and he gave his opinion against it as being an illegal act; hut legal advice which we took indorsed
what they had done, and the matter was left as it stood.
2293. And-your Society acted on that legal advice ? We had already acted.
2294. The land was purchased out of the surplus funds of that individual Lodge ? Yes, of that individual
Lodge.
■
2295. Have you any pension or superannuation fund in connection with your Lodge? No, we have not:
2296. Jlfr. Abiffail.’] \ou stated that though your Society had met all its engagements, you still consider it
is not sound financially ? I did.
2297. On what do yon base that opinion? My principal reasons are : I took one of our Lodges, supposed
to be one of the best, whose position appeared to be fair according to the laws. Well, I submitted the
affairs of this Lodge to an investigation based on the tables published by the Begistrar in Victoria which
were taken from Mr. Batcliffe’s tables, and the result allowed me that this Lodge had a deficit of nearly a
thousand pounds; so I concluded from that that our Society in common with others was not really in a
sound position, though it Imd ,£500 surplus and 150 members.
,
2298. So that Lodge, witli £500 surplus and 150 memters, you consider is not sound financially? I do
not ; and a large proportion of the members was under forty years of age.
2299. How is that brought out—is it by taking the accumulated liabilities? By means of the tables
published by the Victorian Government; and talcing the present value of the benefits promised, and of the
future contributions, and present capital invested in all securities, cash in hand, and proportion of capital
with the Grand Council, the balance shows whether it is debit or credit.
2300. I presume you made allowance for interest ? Yes, interest on all moneys at 4 per cent.
2301. Do you think a Society charging a uniform rate of Is. per week can safely give 20s. sick pay and
£25 on a member’s death? I do not. I have here a memo, showing the contributions towards all benefits
of the Lodge whose position I valued, and I calculated that the contributions should be ranging from 8Id.
to 3s. 8d. a week to secure the benefits. There is no provision made for withdrawals in the calculation.
2302. That is a graduated scale, then? It is, at periods of five years.
2303. Are you in favour of a graduated scale V I am, decidedly.
2304. I hat calculation is based on a graduated scale ? Yes a member at twenty should not pay as much
as a ■member at forty. I'compared them with the Australian Mutual Society’s tables, and found that
according to Mr. TTayter’s tables in Melbourne the amount should be 5s. 7d. a year, for funeral donation1 of
£25, and according to the Australian Mutual Provident, 6s, 9d.
2305. Do you think members should he permitted to join more than one Society for the purpose of obtaining
sick benefits ? I do. I’cannot see why they should not, or why any-elause-in the Act should prevent them,
from obtaining the benefits.
2306. Do you think it is likely to make the Societies liable to be operated upon ? It would make the
member's more careful to guard against imposition.
2307. Can you tell us what is the annual management expense of your Society ? I’could not say certainly,
.but about 10 pel-cent.-, Pshould think, would cover it.'
2308. Do you think that in-any.new^Priendly Societies Act it would be'wise-16 incorporate-a< provision to
allow a-Society-to-Iendto-itsmemhci'S-for the purpose of'building? I.do; I Lave, long-thought it’would,be
wise to allow it. Societies are now allowed to lend on mortgage, and they might do it'better-if’this-was
allowed.
2309.

381
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

70

2309. Do you think the present basis on which the large Societies are worked-is fair to their members? I
Mr. _
do not? I see nothing fair whatever in the composition of Friendly Societies. A member joins at twenty B^Simth.
years of age and pays the same rate of contribution as one who joins at forty : and if he is in tho Society for jan jgglj
ten years and leaves, he receives nothing back. This, I believe, deters many from joining Friendly
’’
‘
Societies,
2310. How do you meet that? Jn various ways ; one by the formation of a Superannuation Fund; then
if there were a periodical valuation, profits could bo divided and put away towards this fund.
2311. How could that affect members who left tlie Society ? It could not affect them, but they would be
less liable to leave. •
2312. Are you of opinion that a valuation should be regularly made ? Most certainly, on the same principle
as a business man submits his affairs to investigation.
2313. Should that be done by a Government officer? By public valuers or a Government officer.
2314. Do you think that at present sufficient data could be obtained to base such a valuation on -- do the
returns enable Societies to supply sufficient data? The returns sent in to the Begistrar are valueless,
because they do not afford information as to each separate age. If it could be given for ten years, then the
data would bo aviulable; but the data we could obtain from Ratcliffe would be sufficient.
2315. What, in your opinion, would be a fair average contribution to give benefits such as are generally
given by Friendly Societies? 1 should say not less than Is. 3d. a week.
2316. You do not think it could be done for a shilling? I am certain it could not.
2317. But supposing a Society meets its engagements, do you think its contingent liabilities increase faster
than the funds can possibly increase by the payment of a shilling a week ? Undoubtedly, for it is the
■experience of most Lodges that they go on accumulating funds though their contributions maybe small;
but there has been no drain upon them, although that time must ultimately come.
2318. Will not that be partially met by the withdrawals which benefit all Societies? They, to a large extent,
do benefit Societies ; and in England, up to the age of thirty, the rate of withdrawals is higher than the rate
of mortality ; but if the Societies were fair that would not occur.
2319. It is not the older members who withdraw, then? Ko; the younger members, decidedly.
2320. Do you spend much money in the matter of regalia? Very little, except for the regalia of the
officers. My own opinion is that regalia is a thing that could bo done without in all Friendly Societies.
2321. Are any of the officers paid ? The secretaries in all the Lodges, and the treasurers merely a nominal
sum.
2322. Have you any knowledge of any of your Lodges' having failed througli want of funds or funds running
out ? Ho, not beyond the case I have mentioned to the President.
2323. Mr. Grevitte.~\ Do you consider that the unscientific basis of calculations which is at present in opera
tion acts very prejudicially to the Societies by causing young men to withdraw in-consequence of not receiving
a due return for their money ? I do. It deters young men from joining, and when they have joined, deters
them from remaining in the Society.
2324. According to the present scale, the elderly are sustained at the expense of the younger members?
Exactly so ; the only difference being that the older man' pays a slightly increased entrance fee.
2325. And would you discard the idea of the strong helping the weak and the richer the poorer, and form
these Societies upon purely commercial principles like Life Assurance Societies ? 1 would, decidedly. My ■
experience is that that feeling prevails to a very small extent,
2326. And if these commercial principles were adopted, do you consider that these Societies would largely
increase their operations? Yes, I do think'so.
2327. From previous answers you have given I glean that you are in favour of the Government laying down
certain lines upon which these Societies can be formed, giving a maximum and minimum contribution, and
leaving the Societies themselves to choose any line between ? I should not attach so" much importance to
fixing the maximum, but I certainly would fix the minimum contribution for a certain benefit.
2328. If the withdrawals from the present'Societies were to cease, you think a day of reckoning would
speedily come by which it would be found that the Societies were unable to fulfil their engagements? I do ;
but there are other cases in which members join the Societies in poor circumstances and afterwards acquire
wealth, so that they cease to require the benefits.
2329. But it is the fact that most of these Societies have been able to carry on without coming to a standstil1
in consequence of these withdrawals ? In these Colonies it is so; but here they have not existed for a
sufficient length of time to enable us to judge properly.
2330. At any rate you are satisfied that the benefits promised are greater than the rates of contribution
justify ? I am, certainly.
2331. Mr. Langley.\ I understood you to tell the President that some of your Societies had stopped working ?
They have, yes.
2332. In this case what was done with the funds? They were retained by the Grand Lodge.
2333. Did the Grand Lodge make arrangements by which the members should receive the benefits to which
they were entitled by your Constitution? Yes, they did; that is provided for by the rules.
2334. You have no cases in which the Lodge stopped for want of funds ? Hot for want of funds alono.
2335. You say you do not think a shilling a week is sufficient, and that you have been in the habit of
making levies ? That is the regular custom in the Society—to make levies quarterly.
‘
2336. Has it been customary to inform intending candidates that you charged levies in addition to the
ordinary contribution ? I do not think it has been customary.
2337. The tables, I think, of which you-speak are those laid down by Mr. Hay ter in Victoria, and are more
a basis for a Mutual Insurance Company.? Ho, they are Friendly Societies’tables prepared--especially to
'enable Societies to value their liabilities and assets.
■
2338. Did you say that if a graduated scale was adopted by a purely Benefit Society, that Society would
progress much better than the Societies do at present ? I believe it would—'I believe it would be fairer
to all.
2339. Then if you take a young man of twenty who is unmarried, what provision would you make for the
extra expense incurred by the Lodge when he becomes'a married man with-a wife and family ? That does
not enter into tho matter at all, for the only extra expense that would be incurred would be medical expenses,
which is a matter of contract witli the doctor, and in calculating the-Society's condition an allowance is made
for that; a certain portion of the contribution is put aside for that, and the remainder only is calculated upon.
"2340.
.
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2340. Then you have not calculated that portion in?
W. B. Smith.

Iso; but 1 have allowed a certain portion of the
contribution for that; I have allowed 25s. per annum as being his contribution for medical expenses. (Vide
dppendix.)
27 Jan., 1882.
2341. You admit there are Lodges which have to pay morel Undoubtedly.
2342. Then how can you make a hard-and-fast line of this kind ? A hard-and-fast rule could not he made.
If a Lodge had to pay more, its contributions should be more to meet it.
'
2343. You say you took the opinion of the Registrar as to some land, and he gave it as his opinion that it
was illegal; did your Society act upon his instructions 1 We had purchased the land before we obtained
the decision.
,
2344. But if you had done an illegal act you could have disposed of the land again? But we had com
mitted an illegal act, and we took legal advice and let the matter rest there.
2345. Then 3‘ou ignored the opinion of the Registrar? 'Yes.
2346. Do you think that if matters in connection with a Society, if they have to be submitted to the
Registrar at all, should not be governed by his decision, if he is qualified for tho position? In the majority
of cases, yes ; but the Registrar is not infallible.
2347. Who should he the authority 1 Tho Societies should have the right to appeal to a higher Court.
2348. Then you would leave the workings of the Societies to the civil law instead of to an appellate Board 1 In
a matter like that, which is a matter of law, I should think that a Civil Court would be best able to decide.
2349. Mr. livMe.) What are your rates of contribution ? They vary from Is. to as high as Is. 3d.
■
2350. Have you a Widow and Orphan Fund? No, we have not.
2351. Do you keep the Risk and Funeral Funds separate ? We do, yes.
2352. What proportion of the contributions is paid to them? We do not keep them separate in the
.subordinate Lodges now, though we did up to the present year. Then the proportion was 7d. to the Sick
and Funeral Fund, and 5d. to the other funds. That wc found was too much, and so wc abolished them.
2353. In the scale you have made up, was it worked out by yourself? Yes.
2354. I see, at the age of twenty the amount fixed is Sid.; what is included in that? Not doctors and
medicine.
,
"
2355. But sick-pay and funeral donation ? It is so stated.
2356. And that calculation is based on your tables ? On those of Mr. Hay ter, which are merely a revision
of Ratcliffe’s tables.
2357. You have a sliding scale of entrance ? Yes, at entrance.
2358. How is that money disposed of? It was the custom to put it half to the Funei-al and half to the
Management and Expense Fund.
2359. Because most of the actuaries state that if it were put out to interest it would materially help the
Funeral Funds ? No doubt the entrance fees could be applied in reduction of the annual contribution,
2360. Then all your members pay the same contribution ? Yes.
2361. You stated I believe just now that, more or less, the young members were paying for the older ones?
Yes, that is my opinion.
2362. If you had a'certain rate of entrance, calculated according to any actuarial scale, that would not
occur? The entrance fee is a veiy small proportion of the amount paid,
2363. Then from your own experience you are of opinion that not less than 15d. would be required to meet
the ordinary benefits? That is the lowest that could safely be accepted, but it could be calculated to the
minutest fraction.
2364. Mr. ifeicland.} About how many members are there in the Society? About 2,700.
2365. I suppose they have general meetings of delegates ? Yes.
2366. And how often are they held ? The rule provides for annual meetings, but they meet more often.
2367. And how many delegates attend these meetings? I should think on an average forty.
2368. Are they held in the day or evening ? In the day.
2369. And how much a day do these delegates receive? Twelve shillings per day and travelling expenses.
2370. Do any of them travel along distance? I should think the average cost of the annual meeting in
that way would be from ,£50 to £70.
2371. What is the greatest number of times they have met in the twelve months ? Oh, twelve times, but
the members are not paid; they are only paid at the annual meetings.
.
2372. How often do they receive this pay ? Once a year.
2373. How often does your Executive meet? Once a month, or oftener if required,
2374. How many members are there on it ? Nine or ten.
2375. And do they meet in the day or at night? In the evening.
2376. What pay do they receive? They receive no pay.
2377. And what is the cost of management of your Society ? I should put it down at about 10 per cent.;
but that is mere guess work—it is impossible to calculate it for want of data.
2378. That would be nearly 2d. per week per member ? ' Ten per cent, on 35s. a year; nearly Id.
2379. The medical expenses you say are about 25s. per annum? Yes.
2380. That is at the rate of 6d, a week? Yes, "
2381. Then a young member joining at the age of twenty and paying 8Id. should pay 14ld. to include
medical benefits ? Yes, but in that table withdrawals are not included.
2382. If he joined at forty according to the same rule he would have to pay Is. 9d., and still you say that
an average of 15d. would be sufficient for members at all ages ? Yes, because the rules say that no member
can join over forty. The bulk of the members join at from twenty to thirty, and in the tables withdrawals
not being considered, 15d. I think would he a fair amount.
■
2383. What are the qualifications necessary for a person joining? Only that he should belong to some
Protestant denomination.
2384. But in the event of him afterwards leaving that form of faith, how would the Society deal with him ?
He forfeits his membership,
2385. Mr. Grevitk.] Has such a case occurred ? Not to my knowledge.
„
2386. President.] Do you insist upon a member going to church ? No.
.
2387. Not once a year, or something of that sort ? No.
2388. Mr. Newland.] In your experience do Lodges expend more for sick pay to young members and their
families than to older members ? I should think not, but rather that it would be considerably higher in the
older ages.
2389.
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2389. What position do you hold now in the Society'? I liave not held any position for the last nine
W. B. Smith
months since I left Sydney.
2390. Mr. Slade.'] Have you ever come across any instance of repudiation on the part of your Society? No.
27 Jan., 1882
2391. No cases in which they have had to suspend the paying of benefits for any time owing to want of
funds to meet the claims ? No, 1. have found them rather too ready to pay money away.
2392. How are your Grand Lodge officers appointed 1 They are elected by the representatives of the various
Lodges.
2393. Howr are they paid? The Secretary and Treasurer are the only officers paid.
■
2394. Tiie delegates I mean ? They are paid by levy on the various Lodges.
2395. But by the Grand Lodge or the Branch that sends them ? -By the Grand Lodge, from the collective
levies.
'
239G. Do these delegates, assembled in council, fix the rate of levy for sick and funeral benefits for the
ensuing year? They fix the rate for the funeral levy and for management for the year.
2397. Can you give us the usual amount? About 6s. per annum for both funds, but the secretaiy will give
you the information.
2398. What is about the cost of opening a new Lodge in your Society? I think the charter feeds £1 Is.,
if I remember rightly.
2399. And what would be the cost of the regalia they are obliged to wear 1 They are not obliged to have
regalia at all—it is optional with them.
'
2400. Regarding the returns sent in by your various Brandies, what is your opinion of their value? They
are of no value at all, on account of being principally a statement of the balance in hand at the end of each
year, and do not give the particulars of expenditure or the sick rate at the various ages.
2401. Have you any reason to doubt their correctness ? I have every reason to doubt it, as I have had much
to do with balancing them, and they do not supply the information required.
2402. Have you any reason to doubt their truthfulness ? No, I have no reason to doubt that.
2403. In the Branches are the sick and funeral and management funds kept separate? Not now—they are
amalgamated.
2404. Does your Society offer any special advantages at the opening of new Branches ? Only admitting
members at a reduced entrance fee.
3405.^ Are the members examined as carefully as at any other period of a Lodge’s existence ? Yes, they are
examined, and sign a medical declaration.
2406. Then there are no other inducements ? I believe when the Society was first formed other inducements
were offered; but that was only the first few Lodges; and it was one of these whose position I investigated.
2407. Could you tell us what you have to the credit of the Sick and Funeral Fund.at tho present time? I
could not at tiie present time, but I think it is about £7,000.
2408. Have you any idea what is to the credit of the Management Fund ? No, I do not know-.

2409. Will your secretary be able to furnish us with the average age of your members ? He should be able
to do so.
.
2410. Does the table of sliding scale you have submitted include the doctor and medicine ? No, it does not.
2411. Then, in addition they would have to be billed with the cost of doctor and medicine and management?
Yes. This table was not prepared for the purpose of being submitted to the Commission. If I were to do
so, I should make allowance for withdrawals and load the premium with an amount for management expenses.
2412. Can you tell us from what fund the banners that we see floating in processions are provided? I do
not think our Society lias more than one banner, which I believe was provided for by subscription amongst
the members.
2413. In a schedule here your Order is put down as costing 57 per cent, for management ? That would
include medicine and medical attendance,
2414. Mr. Gelding.] You stated that if you took withdrawals into consideration, the average would be
materially altered : have yon ever considered the question that Lodges in most of such cases lose probably
10s. by each member, the amount they have to pay the medical attendant ? In some instances no doubt
they do.
2415. In the majority of instances? Probably they do ; that is, withdrawals by members who are returned
to the medical officer for one quarter.
2416. But supposing a member intends to leave the Society, and will not pay up his contributions for
twelve weeks, and then leaves, has the Lodge to pay the medical .officer ? Yes, until he is fourteen weeks
in arrears.
2417. And could you then frame a scale suitable to meet the Societies ? Yes. I said before we do not
consi der the medical attendance at all; it is a matter of contract, the terms of which are tacked on after
wards.
2418. You say you liave studied Ratcliffe’s tables? Yes.
2419. Are you aware that according to the scale laid down by him, a person twenty years of age, to secure
tho present rate most members of Friendly Societies in New South Wales receive, would have to pay about
twice the amount he has to pay now? They are based on a 3 per cent, valuation; those I used on a 4 per
cent.
2420. Do you think that scale of yours would bo a sufficient basis upon which to frame a sliding scale ?
No ; it is only taken for periods of five years each.
2421. Do you think that if Societies could furnish forty years’experience it would be agood basis to go upon?
Undoubtedly it would be the best that could be obtained.
2422. You said you would like to see the Societies made into a sort of Mutual Provident Association t
would not that be contrary to the principles upon which they are framed ? It may ho contrary to the spirit
of the original intentions, but the Societies have outgrown that, and, if managed on purely business princi
ples, I think they would be sounder and that it would be better for the members.
2423. What would be a fair average rate per head for a Society to be solvent? It would be impossible to
say, as you would have to consider so many cases. What would he sufficient in many cases would not be
nearly sufficient in others.
2424. I understood you to say that, having studied the Act, you believed it to be all right in itself, but that
it had been badly administered ? I believe generally that it is sufficient.
486—L
2425.
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2425. Have you looked at clauses 41, 42, 43, 441 That I have mentioned ; the Act says tho trustees can
W. B. Smith. on]y inves); j,])e jjioneys under the directions of the Society’s officers.
2426. It says that the trustees shall pay away sick pay and all money disbursed : do you act up to that, or
ia‘’
' think it practicable to do sol Ho, we do not, and it is not practicable.
2427. Then the Act must be faulty in that respect 1 Certainly.
2428. You said that you had left out of your tables the management expense part of the arrangement, as
the withdrawals would compensate for that: are you not aware that the management expenses of Friendly
Societies take away the greater portion of the contributions 1 Ho, I do not consider they do, unless you
include the medical expenses in the management expenses.
2429. They come under the head, do they not I Well, they do in the returns, hut they should not.
2430. How much does your Grand Lodge devote to the Sick and Funeiul Funds 1 They devote no sum at
'
all ■ the Grand Council has no control over the Sick Fund, though it makes an annual levy for the Funeral
Fund, the exact amount of which I could not say with certainty.
_
2431. Is there not a clause in the Act to the effect that the funds shall be kept distinct 1I believe there is
a clause in the Act which states that all funds shall be kept separate and distinct.
.
2432. You do not do sol The Act does not say they shall he kept separately, hut if they are kept, they
shall be kept distinct,
_
2433. Have you consulted Mr. Oliver on that? Ho, I have not required to do so.
.
2434. You are still a member of the Society? Yes.
_
2435. You believe that if some of the old Societies could give us forty years’ experience of richness and
mortality, it would be a thoroughly good basis upon which to frame a sliding scale if the Commission deemed
it necessary? Undoubtedly, it would be the best basis that could be obtained.
_
2436. Mr. Greville.] Better than 100 years’ experience? Ho, for the length of time is everything, and the
number of interests involved.
2437. Mr. Gelding.] Do not you think that the Societies should give in to the Registrar a list of charges and
contributions and of all benefits proposed to be given before they are registered, so that he might see tha.t they
would be able in some measure to redeem their promises made to the members joining the Societies ?
Undoubtedly, and that they should also be submitted to examination.
2438. Do you think an actuary should be connected with the office 1 Yes.
_
2439. And paid by the Government or by the Societies ? I think the Societies should contribute by fees.
2440. Do not you think that as these Societies relieve the Government from the cost of pauperism they should
be entitled to registration free of expense ? I think it is a duty the Societies owe to themselves to contribute
towards the expenses.
.
.
2441. Do not you think the Registrar should register the rules free of cost? Well, every time a rule is
altered I think it is vexatious to have a fee asked for, hut when rules are first registered I think a fee should
2442. Have you seen any of the reports of the English Registrar of Friendly Societies ? H o, I have not.
2443. Are you of opinion that tho Registrar should take it upon himself to materially alter the rules sub
mitted to him should he deem them faulty ? Ho.
2444. Do not you think it would be well if he did do so ? Ho, it would be well if he pointed out anything
wrong to the Societies, and compelled them to alter it.
2445. You are an actuary, I believe, are you not ? Ho, I am not a professed actuary,
2446. Are you competent to draw out an actuarial statement ? Ho ; I can use a set of tables, hut would not
consider myself competent to prepare a set.
. .
2447. You stated to the Commission that you considered that a member aggrieved at the decision of- tho
governing Board should have the right to appeal to a Court of Law—Do you not think that would act very
injuriously to the interests of tiie Societies ? Ho ; Hook at it that, in a matter of dispute, both parties are
interested, and one interested party is called upon to decide, and therefore it is right to give an appeal to a
Court of Law that is not interested.
_ _
2448. But suppose it was a Board of Arbitration composed of representatives from the Societies, do you not
think a man would he as likely to get as much natural justice there as in a Court of Law ? If it was such a
Court as suggested by the President, I think it would be sufficient.
#
2449. Mr. Langley.] May I ask if, in the whole of the answers that have been given by you, you have given
them from the standpoint you have assumed that the Friendly Societies should he conducted on commercial
principles? That is the attitude I have assumed all through.
2450. And not from the benevolent standpoint? Ho, I discard the benevolent idea altogether.
2451. Mr. Slnde.] You have no idea how much your Society has paid in fees from the beginning of the Act ?
Ho, I have not.
2452. Mr. Smith.] Have any of your Lodges left your district or governing body ? Ho; we have no dis
tricts, only the one central governing body.
_
2453. Then you would have jurisdiction over the whole of the territory of the Colony ? Yes.
_
2454. What is your opinion as to the effect upon the Societies themselves where they leave the governing
body ? The effect would he slight; if a Lodge was strong in point of funds I do not think it would matter
much, hut where the liabilities are spread over a large number and a large area the risk is much less. _ ^
2455. But it is the case that when individual Lodges become very strong they will secede from the district
and thus impoverish the others? I should think it rather an advantage, as they thus forfeit all they have
paid in.
.
.
,
2456. Would it be wise for all bodies to have geographical limits? Ho, I thmk it would be rather
injudicious.
.
2457. But the greater percentage of local Lodges are situated in the county of Cumberland now, supposing
half of them desire to sever themselves and form another governing body, would it not be injudicious 1 Hot
to any great extent
The Commission then adjourned until 2 o’clock on Monday, 30 January.

MONDAY,
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MONDAY, 30 JANUARY, 1882.

present:—

JAMES SQUIRE FARNELL, Esq.} M.P.,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
EDWARD GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
PHILIP J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,

President.

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P.,
FRANCIS ABIGAIL, Esq,, M.P.,
PHILIP RISBY HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
EDWARD J. RUBIE, Esq.,
WILLIAM E. LANGLEY, Esq.

Mr. Philip Risby Iloldsworth sworn and examined:—
Mr. P. R.
2458. President.^ You are a member of the National Division of the Sons of Temperance 1 Yes.
2459. What position do you occupy? What is termed Most Worthy Scribe, or General Secretary for Holdsworth.
Australasia.
30 Jan., 1832.
2460. And you are still occupying that position? Yes,
2461. Is your Society governed by a central body in the city of Sydney ? Yes. It consists of representa
tives from the various Grand Divisions residing in the different Australian Colonies.
2462. Have you more than one Grand Division in New South Wales? Yes.
2463. And are the other Grand Divisions in the other Colonies subject to the jurisdiction of the Grand
Division of New South Wales? No, to the National Division of Australasia, with the exception of Victoria
and South Australia, which have a distinct National Division just now.
2464. Have any of the Grand Divisions in the other Colonies anything to do with the government of the
Order here, financially or otherwise ? No, except that they pay into the General Funeral Fund here. Each
Grand Division has the entire government of its own district, and the National Division consists of repre
sentatives from the various Grand Divisions.
2465. Then it is only those who pay into your funds that are entitled to any benefits from them ? That is all.
2466. How many Grand Divisions have you in New South Wales? Sydney East, Sydney West, Hunter
River, South Coast, Goulburn, Bathurst, and Tumut.
.
2467. And are they locally governing bodies? Yes,
2468. And under these respective Grand Divisions are there a number of subordinate Lodges attached ?
Yea
2469. I presume you could furnish a return as to the number of subordinate Lodges? Yes, a complete list.
2470. Does your Society, as a Benefit Society, independent of being a Temperance Society, differ in any
wide respect or in any respect from tbe government of other Benefit Societies ? I think not, except in that
part that relates to temperance.
2471. Are the contributions and the benefits similar or nearly similar to those of other institutions of a
kindred character ? With one or two exceptions, where we have a sliding scale.
2472. You have a sliding scale for the initiation of members ? Yes.
■
2473. And also for the payment of contributions ? In one or two cases only.
2474. Do you mean by these cases particular Lodges? Yes.
2475. And not particular districts? Not districts : Lodges have established themselves on that principle.
2476. And your rules justify the establishment of Lodges on that principle ? Wc permit every subordinate
Lodge or Division to pass any code of by-laws that will suit their own convenience, subject always to the
constitutional laws.

2477. Do all the subordinate Lodges in connection with tho Institution contribute to the funeral fund ?
Not all—nearly all. It is optional with them, and there are some half-dozen who do not do so; they have
funds of their own.
2478. But it is only those who contribute to tho National Division who can participate in the Funeral or
Sick Fund ? No, it is only those Lodges which receive their money out of the Funeral Fund. It is a
Re-insurance Fund, and most of the Lodges have availed themselves of the opportunity of joining.
2479. So none of these Lodges that do not contribute to the Funeral Fund participate in any of its benefits?
No.
2480. Are the initiation fees paid into the General Funds of the Lodge? Into the General Fund of the
Lodge; we have no division of funds in our Order, which I personally think a mistake.
2481. Then all your contributions form one fund ? Yes, and out of that fund they pay into the Funeral
Fund, which is a separate fend for re-insurance. I think a certain proportion should be set aside to meet
funeral and sick money, and that is provided for in the Act if it had ever been carried out, but there has
been no attempt made to carry it out.
"
2482. You have had a large experience in the working of Friendly Societies ? It has been a favourite
study of mine from early manhood—life insurance and sick rates.
2483. But is there anything in connection with these Benefit Societies at all similar to life insurance 7
Well, the funeral gift has to bo based on tables of life assurance, and the sick tables run precisely in tho
same manner as the death tables would run if they could be scaled out accurately.
2484. I presume you can and will furnish the Commission with a return showing the respective ages of the
persons who have been initiated, and the death rate of these persons ? That is not a difficult question with
us, for every year each division has to send in a return of this sort (prodwxd for inspection only) ; but to
go through three or four thousand names means a large expenditure of time and money.
2485. Then upon what principle have you fixed these contributions and the Sick and Funeral Fund ? On
the experience of other Societies, there being no other data known up to the present time on which you
can frame tables for Benefit Societies. I do not know whether that is a fact, but it is so stated by all
actuaries.
2486. Then your fees have been fixed on the experience of other Societies of a kindred character? Yes. L\
some cases where wc have found them low we have raised them.
2487. What is the object of your having these details of initiations and ages of wives and death rate? To
check any case of death and prove tbe identity of the individual, and to check our own hooks regularly.
2488. Then these returns are not compiled with the view of having any actuarial investigation? No, our
experience has done aH that is necessary. I may remark that our sick rate is much lower than that of any
other Society.
1 ' *
2489.
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Mr. P. R. 2489. If that be the fact there must be some reason for it; in your opinion what is that reason? I presume
Holdsworth. it is on account of total abstinence, as other Societies give intemperance as a cause of sickness. Our sick rate
very rarely exceeds four days per member per year.

■

_

.

30 Jan., 1882• 2490. Can you tell us what your percentage of the whole number is for sickness? I thmk about four days
p0j*
2491. How many members has your Society as a whole? In 18/9 there were 4,200, and they paid
£1,965 16s. 3d. for males. Our Society pays a pound a week for sick money.
2492. Could you tell us how many of these 4,200 are members of Lodges within the city of Sydney and the
suburbs? That I could not do, because our Grand Divisions stretch so strangely._ East Sydney District has
Divisions scattered all over the Colony. I could get it if there is any desire for it, and have it taken out as
an Appendix.
,
j
i t. xi
2493. Is the sickness in your Order confined more particularly to the city of Sydney and the suburbs than
to the country districts ? Decidedly not.
■
2494. Do you have as much in the countiy districts as in the city of Sydney ? That is a aifficult question,
but my idea is that in the mining districts we have had more sickness than anywhere else.
2495. And how do you account for that? Working in the mines underground and the large number of
accidents ; and the uncertain employment tends to malingering.
_
•
2496. In your opinion the use of intoxicating liquors is detrimental to longevity ? Most decidedly.
2497. And, as a whole, you give it as your opinion that your Society, being founded on principles of
temperance, the sick rate is less than it is in other Societies? Yes; if necessary I could supply the statistical
rstums*
2498. How as to the death rate of your Society, does that differ in any respect from that of any other
Society ? It is much lighter, taking a number of years through.
2499. Then you must either be fortunate in getting your members or there must be some cause? We take
total'abstinence to be the cause of the greater longevity of our members, and were it possible to obtain alt
members who had been temperate or abstainers from childhood we should liave a greater longevity still: hut
we have a good many who have been reclaimed from intemperance.
_
2500. You have got a good many reformed drunkards ? Yes, and have saved others from becoming drunken
in their habits.
. ,
.
2501. Do not you know many persons who have been in the habit of drinking grog who have lived to an
old age?

Yes, but I have seen ninety-nine out of a hundred of their acquaintances die.

_

_

2502, Did you ever take steps in the Colony to ascertain the truth of this ? I can get the information, and
get full information. There are a number of Societies who will not take in publicans, and there are others
which have divided the Society into two branches—a temperance and a general branch—-and it is found that
the mortality in the Temperance branch is much lighter than in the general branch. You will find that at

Melbourne and in England.
2503. Are you aware of the fact that there are other diseases that affect the longevity of a human being
much more than intemperance ? It is quite possible, but I think these diseases are made more dangerous
when a man indulges in intemperance.
^
_
2504. Do the respective Lodges under your National Division send in their returns direct to the Registrar,
or are they sent through the governing bodies ? Direct to the Eegistrar. I suggested to the Registrar that
it would be much easier for me to send in the whole of the returns as I rccerved them from the Giu-nd
Divisions, but he considered that the Act would not permit of sucli a thing. _
_
2505. Do you not think it would be better, and more convenient and more reliable, if these returns were
sent through the governing body ? The only way reliable returns can ever be obtained is by sending them
■ in through the Grand Secretaries, accompanied with a declaration.
2506. Mr. Greville.'] Similar to that sent with Bank returns, I suppose? Yes, just the same.
2507.
I presume your Society has had no difficulty in meeting its financial engagements? There
would be no difficulty in meeting them if the Divisions would carry out our laws, because under the laws it
is impossible for them to suffer.
.
.
2508. Has there been any ease in your Society where persons have died entitled to the funeral donation,
where the Society has not been able to meet its engagements? I know of no such case officially ; I never
take ex parte statements.
_
2509. And you would know as Secretary, would you not? Ho, J. might never hear of it, as it would only
come under the notice of the Grand Secretaries of the Grand Divisions.
_
_
2510. Then who is the proper officer to deal with cases of that character? There has no case arisen in con
nection with the Funeral Fund, 1 can answer for that, as it conies through me.
2511. Mr. Gelding.] Then you are ignorant of the working of the Branches of your Order? I know
nothing of them except what comes before me officially.
2512. President] What amount have you to the credit of the Society as a whole? To the credit of the
Sons, £23,452 4s. Id., and the Daughters, £2,469 19s. 8d.
_
.
2513. What are these sums available for \ For sick and funeral money—whatever claims naturally arise.
2514. Are these funds invested? The General Funeral Fund is invested, and I presume the funds belong
ing to the various Divisions are invested; the law says they shall be, but that is beyond me ; the Grand
Secretaries will inform you on that point.
.
_
2515. Have you found any difficulty in the carrying on of the business of your Society m connection with
the Friendly Societies Act'? We have found some difficulties, but I do not think they need liave existed
■ had the Act been worked with anything like spirit.
_
2516. What do you mean by that? We liave been sued on several occasions, and have been run to con
siderable expense in Law Courts ; yet tbe Friendly Societies Act says everything shall be settled by arbitiation, and had the Registrar insisted on that we should not have been sued.
2517. Whom do you expect to carry out the law with spirit? The Registrar of Friendly Societies; but
_
then I expect the Government to pay him, and not that ho should do all the work for nothing.
2518. Is there anything special or particular in the Act that has met with your attention, and to which you
think there ought to be any amendment? I think that the Act as it is now is too complex; it starts with
generalisms, and mixes up Friendly Societies, Building Societies, and Co-operative Associations , I consider
myself that we should have an Act as simple as possible. Hie present Act provides for registration, yet
there is no power, the Registrar savs, to compel the Lodges to register; there are no penalties properly
a.
'provided
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provided that he can recover witli readiness. Then the Act says that the Eegistrar shall have power to refuse Mr. P. E.
registration unless he has an actuarial certificate that the rates are sufficient. I do not believe such a power Holdsworth.
has ever been exercised, though he has the power to send back the laws where he thinks the rates are too gojAnl882
low. Personally I think the laws should be as simple as possible; that the Societies should be registered ;
an'1
'
that the rates should not he below those of the older Societies; that provision should be made for the proper
investment of tho funds, for the settlement of all disputes by arbitration, and for annual returns accompanied
by a declaration similar to that made by Bank Managers; that these returns should bo sent in by the Grand
or District Secretaries, as they liave better means of obtaining the information than subordinate Lodges, and
are better able to get out the matters statistically.
'
,
2019. These are all the matters you wish to refer to in reference to the Friendly Societies Act l Yes.
Another provision should be made that in the medical certificate the doctor should be compelled to certify
to the age of the party;
2520. How could he certify to the age? He could certify to the best of his knowledge and belief. In
most cases it could be supplied by a friend if it was asked for.
2521. Then, in your opinion, there should be a separate Act of Parliament to deal with the Friendly
Societies ? Decidedly, with a Registrar and proper officers.
2522. Is it your opinion that, taking into consideration the large amount of money and the large interests
involved, the Government would be justified in establishing a Department to deal solely with Benefit
Societies 1 I consider that they would be not only justified, but that it is their absolute duty to do so.
2523. That is, that they should provide machinery and officers for a particular Department dealing with this
subject? Entirely so.
2524. As a whole these Societies are a great relief to the Government ? An immense relief; I reckon they
save the Government A20,000 a year at a most moderate calculation, and they create an amount of self"
reliance which is of immense value to the community.
2525. And without these Societies do you think there would be a greater amount of pauperism than now
exists ? Undoubtedly. My reason for thinking so is that we find, in a large number of cases, that men
when they are sick are quite dependent on the amounts they thus receive.
2526. In the country districts do you not have to depend a great deal on the opinion of the medical man?
A groat deal.
■
2527. Have you in any or in many cases been deceived by them ? I could not give an opinion on that point,
2528. Are cases of dispute generally dealt with by arbitration? Generally, yes; by appeal to the superior
powers, which should be hrqierative in the large Societies.
2029. What do you mean by “the superioi-powers ”? The Executive Committees. There are Subordinate
Divisions or Lodges, and there are Grand Lodges and movable Committees. Thus you have three appeals.
Take the Sons of Temperance as an instance. A. dispute arises in the subordinate divisiou, a member is dis
satisfied ; he appeals to the Grand Lodge, which consists of representatives of the various subordinate
Lodges; if still dissatisfied he may then appeal to the supreme power, that is tho National Division, and
there 1. think the decision ought to be linal; but if that were not deemed sufficient I would have, with the
Registrar as Chairman, two arbitrators appointed, one by either parfy, their decision to be absolutely final;
but on no account should they be allowed to go to law and waste the substance of tbe Lodge. The other
day, at Newcastle, a certain section thought to split up one of our Lodges, and the result of the dispute was
that we had to pay .-£37 law costs on our side ; and I do not know what they had to pay.
2530. Under the present Act a person can go to the ordinary Courts of Law for redress ? Well, if properly
carried out, I do not think he can; but they do do it.
2531. There is a provision, is there not, by which tho fees and contributions can be recovered? 1 do not
remember it.
2532. Have you not known of cases in which members have been summoned to the Courts and they have
been recovered? Yes ; but I have a strong opinion that if this were taken to tho Supreme Court the case
would be given against them.
2533. You do not think the law should provide for that ? I think there should be a distinct law for that,
because the Lodge pays for medical attendance for the member for six months as well as per capita tax, and
.
then he goes away altogether. There could be a great deal said on both sides of the question.
2534. In your opinion all disputes in connection with these Societies should be settled amongst themselves
by a final Court of Appeal fixed by themselves ? Yes; not a penny should go in law costs.
2535. Do you have any movable Committees? AYe liave the National Division, which can meet anywhere.
2536. Do you think there is any great advantage in movable Committees? My experience is that sessions
that are held in Sydney, where wc now generally hold them, are better attended than any other; but when
you go where you can only take a limited number with you, then I do not think they are of much benefit.
2537. And arc the expenses paid by the Lodge ? AYe pay our own expenses.
2538. AYould there be any difficulty in governing such a Society as yours from a central body in Sydney ?
None ■whatever.
■
2539. Mr. Smith.'] You have been identified with these Societies since their establishment in the Colony ?
Very nearly ; not from the beginning, but within a year or so afterwards.
2540. You have always held some important office in connection witli it? ATes, I have always been in office
nearly; the chief office I have held is my present one.
2541. And in that office you would of course know of all the Lodges working under the Order? I would
only know once a year that they existed; that is, when I received the returns from the Grand Secretaries.
2542. You are then supplied with a return of the subordinate Lodges by the Grand Secretaries ? They give
me a schedule of them.
2543. Showing the number under your government ? Yes.
2544. How many of your Lodges have cessed to exist since the commencement? I cannot say, but a great
number.
2545. What are the principal causes that have caused them to collapse or die out of existence ? A cause
that will affect the Temperance bodies more than any others. Our Society was called into existence first to
carry forward the great Temperance doctrines, as we call them; and, secondly, to make a Temperance
Benefit Society. Our enthusiastic friends get up Lodges in scattered districts; gradually the members
scatter and become sparse. That has been the chief cause. Another cause has been the introduction of
Good
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Good Templary, because, when that was Introduced, there was an outlet for Temperance men, and a number
je|t Qur goejeyeg an,i W011t to other Societies, because in ouis they are heavily handicapped.
2546. Does your Order hold any freehold property ? That I cannot speak of : I am aware that they do hold
3ft Jan. ,1832.
halls in various places, but it does not come within my knowledge officially.
2547. I suppose you can furnish a return showing the number of Lodges opened, and also those that have
ceased to exist ? Yes j but it simply becomes a matter of expense. I will try to make one as complete as I can.
2548. You issue a charter and all that sort of thing? Yes.
■
2549. When the Lodges cease to exist, what becomes of it 1 They surrender it, but formerly it would not
come to me as a rule.
2550. And the surplus money and so on, what becomes of that 7 Under the present laws it would come to
me with the charter, and would then he placed on the clearance fund, which is a fund, I believe, peculiar to
our Order. We place so much a year—1 think threepence a member—to it, and thus provide for sickness
or death of all members who are travelling on clearance, or who belong to' Lodges or Divisions that are
breaking up where they have no funds. They can go into the nearest Divisions, hut if they cannot do that
they are thrown upon this fund. The provisions are fully set forth in rule 17, section 6.
2551. Mr. Greville.'] You have given positive and most decisive opinions relative to the working of the
Societies and the deficiencies of the Act; were those opinions formed on the practical knowledge derived
from your long experience of the Societies 1 I give no opinions but what I have formed from the working
of the Societies.
2552. They have not been derived from the evidence given before the Commission? I do not think I have
read that evidence, but it has not affected me in the slightest degree ; I do not go by what I hear.
2553. Mr. Langley.] What is the cost of carrying on the headquarters of your Society in Sydney? Tho
total cost is £50 a year which is paid to the Most Worthy Scribe, and £8 or £10 a year postages.
2554. You stated in your evidence that the sick and death rates were based on life assurance rates? I
was asked the question on what they were based, and I said the funeral money on life assurance rates, and .
the sick money could be calculated on a similar principle. I did not go into details.
2555. Then, if your sick and death rates were based on life assurance rates, do you consider your Society as
at present is solvent? Yes, by the experience of the Society itself.
2556. Bnfc if you base your sick and death rates on life assurance rates I ask you if your Society is solvent ?
No ; no Society in the world is solvent unless you reckon the loss of members who liave ran out.
2557. Then, do you tliink any present tabulated sick and death rate would -work fairly as regards Friendly
Societies ? Certainly not.
2558. You stated also that your rates of sick pay were lower than those of any other Society ? No, I said
our rate of sickness was lower.
2559. Then, may I ask what you base that statement on ? Simply on onr returns year by year.
2560. What have you compared with them? The Oddfellows and Foresters.
2561. Have you ever compared the rates of sick pay with those of the Independent Order of Oddfellows 1
I have never seen their tables.
2562. Did you state positively your rates were lower than those of any other Society ? ■ Yes.
2563. How can you be so positive of that? Because I take the actuaries’ tests. I go to the last returns of
Victoria, and it was stated there that the rate of the Rechabites had been but little more than half that of
other Societies, and the same report was made by the Registrar General in England.
noiaswortn.
tr-ij
n. ^

2564. But I am simply taking New South Wales?
as far as I have seen them.

As regards this Colony I liave simply taken the returns

2565. I understood you to say that you were in favour of a sliding scale ? Assuredly.
2560. Then may I ask if in your experience you have not found that young men up to thirty-five have
required a larger expenditure for sick pay and medical attendance than those between forty and forty-five ?
No, I cannot say I have; my reason for going in for a sliding scale is what I have read—the actuarial
statements I have met with everywhere.
2567. I am speaking in regard to Australia ? There are no data existing.
2563. Then, according to these, have you found members between thirty-five and forty-five require more
sick pay than those between twenty and thirty-five? It would be very nearly equal between these two ages,
but it becomes greater after that.
2569. How many actuaiies do you know have advocated for Friendly Societies to establish a sliding scale ?
I think all the actuaries of England that have touched on this point come to the same conclusion, that it
would be desirable and equitable to have a sliding scale if they had the data, but not having this they go
for a fixed scale in order to get these data.
2570. But can you show any one actuary that advises that, as Friendly Societies arc at the present time,
with the limited knowledge we can get, it would be advisable to establish a sliding scale ? No, only Tidd
Pratt, who gave a scale; Neison advocates it, but says you have not sufficient knowledge; Archer, of
Melbourne, says the same.
2571. On looking over one of these returns I find there is such a thing as a married man of sixteen years
of age returned amongst the deaths, is that correct ? I imagine it is quite possible it is incorrect.
2572. But if our Friendly Societies Act is carried out in the way laid down, that would go direct to the
Registrar of Friendly Societies? No, that is only a return from the Funeral Fund, and would be checked directly.
2573. But that is sent in as a true and correct return 1 Yes.
.
2574. But if you have found in a simple matter such as this a mistake of that kind, how do yon expect
Secretaries can be found to carry out a sliding scale ? I do not think that is anything; it has been done;
accidentally, but it may be correct.*

2575. In a new Act do you think it would be more advisable to have a few clauses embracing a general’,
basis for Friendly Societies than a complex Act like we have at present ? Assuredly.
2576. Then, so far as the present Act is concerned, you consider it defective? It is defective, though it
might have been made available.

2577. Are you aware, or did you ever hear of a case in which the promoter or party who started a Lodge
and who had no authority whatever to incur any expense, sued the Lodge and recovered ? I never tako

ex
* Note (on revision):—I have since examined the return referred to, and find the ago referred to is date qf initiation,
iind marriage. '
................
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ex parte statements.
to that.

I know nothing in my position of that; it is only hearsay, and I pay no attention
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Mr. P. E.
Holdsworth.

2578. Jfr. li'itbie.] At whatages'do you admit members! Up to forty-five • from sixteen to forty-five.
305^^1882
2579. Then, presumedly, the gentleman mentioned in this document could not have long joined! Oh, I ^ 3n‘’
*
imagine that was a mistake of the man who made it out.
2580. What is tho experience of your Lodges as to the ages at which members generally withdraw 1 I
think they are generally young men, hut it docs not come under my notice.
2581. Have you a Widow and Orphan h'und 1 No ; we tried to establish one hut failed,
2582. Have you a Pension Fund! No.
2583. What amount do you give as a funeral gift ? .£20 at the death of a member, and £10 on the death
of a member’s wife; £10 at the death of a Daughter of Temperance, if single, and £5 if married, and £10
on the death of her husband.
2584. Then in your examination you cannot give the details of the working of Lodges! No; I have to
deal with Grand Lodges only.
2585. So that the working of the Order among the members wo cannot expect you to give any evidence
upon 1 No ; I only know at second-hand, except where information reaches me in cases of appeal.
2586. Then can you say whether the working of the Order depends mostly on the old members or the young
ones! ■ I think the experience of all Societies is that the old hands have to do the work.
2587. Mr, Geldin<j.~\ I see, Mr. Holdsworth, that in your returns for the Sons you have £23,452 4s. Id. as
the total worth of the funds up to December, 1880 1 Yes.
2588. That will accord to your members an average of £5 15s. Id. per head, will it not! Quite possibly.
2589. Could you inform the Commission how that great amount has been made up, whether by the contri'
butions of the members or by the great number tiiat have left your Order during the past few years! I
,
could not possibly say that.
.
2590. Are you aware that the Sons of Temperance have been decreasing in numbers! Yes, I am quite
aware of that.
.
'
2591. And that would raise your average, I presume 1 Yes.
2592. In the Daughters of Temperance I see the funds are £2,469, and the number of members 1,469!
Yes.
2593. That would give an average of about £1 13s. 7d. per head! Yes.
2594. They, I see, have increased materially during the last few years 1 Yes, it is possible.
2595. And that increase, I presume, accounts for the low average per head at the present time! I do not
admit it to be a low average per head for a Daughters’ body. You must bear in mind that the Daughters
only receive half the amount of benefits.
2596. But as the average of the Sons increased owing to the great number going out of the Order, with the
Daughters the reverse would take place—the average would decrease 1 But I do not admit that there has
been a great decrease in the Sons or a great increase in the Daughters. In 1878 there were 4,200 Sons,
and in 1880, 4072. That is not a wonderful decrease.
2597. You have stated during your examination that the only fault of the Friendly Societies Act is in the
working of it! I did not say that was the only fault, hut that had it been well worked it might have been
of service. The great fault I find is that such a number of things are mixed up in it that are foreign to
each other,
2598. Do you not think that a great majority of the clauses might be done away with ? Yes, no doubt
about it; but had it been properly worked we could have made it of service.
2599. I believe you think that, as regards Temperance Societies, they should be totally distinct from
Friendly Societies? I have never expressed such an opinion in my life; on the contrary, I think the
Temperance bodies ought to have their own Benefit Societies, inasmuch as they have less- sickness.
2600. Do you not think it unfair that a member who has paid his subscriptions for a number of years, on
the doctor telling him he must take alcoholic drinks, should be deprived of the benefits he has been trying
to secure! I think the case put is an impossible one. If the doctor tells him he must do it—it is taken
medicinally, and the laws provide for that,
2601. Mr. Langley.'] In case it should be thought desirable to substitute some other Friendly Societies Act
for the present one, do you think there would be any persons more qualified to draw it up than the
representatives of three or four of the leading Societies? I think they might give an idea of what was
required, but I do not think they would be qualified to draw up an Act of Parliament.
2602. Mr. Abigail.] You referred to a case in which the law costs were £37, but you did not tell us who
got the verdict? After sending witnesses from Sydney, the Judge dismissed the case, but at the request of
counsel nonsuited the plaintiff, and said he could not give a decision, and that he thought it better that it
should be referred to arbitration.
2603. Were you in connection "with it? Not actively, hut the National Division guaranteed the expenses
to protect the Subordinate Division.
2604. Was there not a Grand Division ? Yes; the Grand Division guaranteed the Subordinate, and we
the Grand.
2605. Then you, as Secretary of the National Division, have no intimate connection with the Subordinate
Divisions or members except through the Grand Divisions ? No.
2606. If cases of misappropriation of funds occur in any of the Divisions for the Sons or Daughters, would
the returns as furnished to you contain any record of it ? No, none whatever.
2607. So you have no means of saying whether this has occurred or not? None whatever.
2608. The proper officers to give the information would be the Grand Secretaries of the Grand Divisions?
Yes, and the Secretaries of the Subordinate Divisions themselves.
■
2609. Can you tell us the average cost of management of your Society? Well, I cannot say that without a
lot of trouble. I cannot say exactly, but one of our Grand Scribes the other day ran it out, and said it was
about 7£ per cent
2610. That is on the receipts, I suppose? I do not know whether receipts or expenditure.
2611. Is the matter of regalia expensive? No, it is optional.
2612. If it is worn, does the Society provide it? It can if it likes.
,
2613. But in the National Division ? It is provided by the memliers themselves.
2614. Now, if a statement in Parliament was made that the Daughters’ Divisions for 6d. a week give as
much

r ,
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Mr. P, R, much benefit as several'of the male Lodges, would that he correct 1 The man that made such a statement
Holdsworth. dy ncit know what he was talking about, that is all.
afTr'^^'iaao 2615. I suppose a great number of your members are dealt with for violation of Article II. 1 Hot so many
' as is, I thmk, generally supposed ; but I would have no knowledge of that except in cases of appeal. The
total here gives, “Expelled for violation of Article II., 100.” I do not think there are a very great
number, but amongst Temperance bodies as a rule wc reckon on 5 per cent, of violations.
2616. Then it does not matter how many years they have been paying their contributions, if they take a
glass of grog they are liable to forfeit the whole of their benefits ? Oh no; tbe penalty for tbe first oflence
may be a fine of from 2s. 6d. to 7s. 6d. and suspension for a month ; for the second and third offences the
penalty is increased ; and for the fourth offence it is expulsion. At the same time this goes very heavily
against Temperance Benefit Societies.
2617. Do you think from your own experience that it is just that when a man has been paying into a Society
for many years,'and for a time finds himself unable to pay, he should be deprived of all Ms benefits?
Assuredly not; there should be a fund to provide for this; but it is a matter that must be dealt with by the
members themselves.
2618. Do you think it tbe duty of the Government to protect the public from joining Societies that are not
financially sound ? It is difficult to say what is financially sound.
2619. Do you think that a certain number of members should be allowed to ask for an investigation,
provided they guarantee the expense? I tliink they ought if there is any question of doubt.
2620. Are you of opinion that the auditing should be done by members of the Society or by a competent
accountant outside ? Well, I think it should be done as now; but there should be power, in case of dispute,
to refer to an accountant. 1
'
2621. Have you any knowledge of the working of Perseverance Lodge or Divisiou, or of the Princess Alice
Lodge or Division? Ho ; I have no knowledge of the working of any of the subordinate Divisions.
2622. Do you find your returns generally correct 1 I could not answer that, because they are always checked
by one of the people in the office ; but there could be no glaring mistakes.
J
2623. Do you ever have to send them back for correction ? Oh yes.
2624. Mr. Geldimj.~\ You do not admit any one at fourteen? Oh yes.
The Commission then adjourned until Friday, February 3.

FRIDAY,

3

FEBRUARY,

1882.

ijprtscni:—

JAMES SQUIRE EARUELL,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
EDWARD GREYILLE, Esq., J.P.,
PHILIP J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,

Esq.,

M.P.,

President.

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P.,
FRANCIS ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
PHILIP RISBY HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
EDWARD J. RUBIE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.

Mr. Charles Thomas Peirce sworn and examined :—
2625. President.] You are Secretary of the ----- ■? Grand Scribe of No. 1 Grand Division, Sons of
Peirce.
Temperance.
.
2626. Does all tbe corresjamdence in connection with the Order pass through you? Only the correspondence
3 Feb,, 1882. from the Subordinate Divisions under our jurisdiction.
2627. How far does your jurisdiction extend? Our farthest lodge is situated at Wagga Wagga.
2628. Have you jurisdiction throughout New South Wales? Formerly there was only one Grand
Division in the Colony—that is the one I represent; but some years ago the Colony was divided into
Districts, and other Grand Divisions were formed; but No. 1 retained by far the largest number of
Divisions.
2629. Then I understand from yon that there are three Grand Divisions ? No, sir; there are about six
Grand Divisions in tbe Colony.
2630. And you represent the Sydney Grand Division? I represent Sydney East; there are two in Sydney
—Sydney East and Sydney West. Sydney East is No. 1 ; Sydney West, No. 9.
2631. But I .suppose all these Divisions work under the same principles ? All under the same Constitution.
2632. Is there any executive or authoritative Board that comprehends the whole of these Divisions? I
may say there are two ; the first is the Grand Division ; the supreme being tbe National Division,
2633. What is tbe National Division ? The National Division. I had better commence from the ground
work ; from the Subordinate Divisions the Chairmen or Worthy Patriarchs are eligible for election to the
Grand Division; the Grand Division officers arc elected from that body, and the National Division is com-.
posed only of tho Grand Worthy Patriarchs, Past Grand Worthy Patriarchs, and Grand Scribes who have
held that office two years consecutively ; and they also are elected annually.
‘
2634. What are the functions of the National Division ? The National Division has supreme control over the
Colonies of New South Wales, Queensland, and New Zealand.
2635. And does that body transact its business in Sydney ? It does.
2636. Is it composed of persons elected or nominated from the Grand Divisions or Subordinate Lodges ? I
have already explained that it is composed only of Grand Worthy Patriarchs of Grand Divisions, Past Grand
Worthy Patriarchs, Grand Scribes who have held the office for two consecutive years, and of Grand Worthy
Associates.
2637. I presume you have had some papers furnished you with a view of furnishing a return? Yes, I received
some forms last week.
2638. Can you furnish the Commission the respective ages at which persons have been admitted or initiated
into the Order, and the ages at which persons have died who were members of tbe Order? I could get the
information, but not for my own returns; I would have to get the information from the Subordinate Lodges.
2639.
Mu C. T.
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2639. But do you not already supply the Grand Division witli these returns 1 Not giving the ages. This
(produced) is a form of return that Subordinate Lodges have to send me quarterly ; and from it I compile a
return quarterly, and also annually.
26 40. By the word “ Divisions ” you mean Lodges working directly under the National Division ? No, under
the immediate supervision of the Grand Division ’which grants them their charters.
2641. And they are bound by tbe Constitution of the Grand Divisions 1 They arc.
2642. And have the rules of the Grand Division been approved of by the National Division i It is the
N ational Division that forms the Constitution, and no by-laws must be framed antagonistic to that Constitu
tion. This (jrroduced) is a copy of the Constitution.
•
y^at position does the Grand Division stand in relatively to these Subordinate Lodges or Divisions ?
tfe subordinate Divisions m case of dispute have the power to appeal to the Grand Divisions; if not
satished with the decision of the Grand Division then they have power again to appeal to tho National
Division; the National Division's decision being final.
2644. What means have the Grand Divisions got of knowing whether the Subordinate Lodges are performing
their functions properly and carefully in accordance with the Constitution! You will understand that the
Grand Division is composed of the Worthy Patriarchs and Past Worthy Patriarchs of tho Subordinate
■Lodges; the Grand Worthy Patriarch has power to appoint and does appoint Deputies to visit the Subordi
nate Lodges to see that they are working in accordance with the Constitution, and these Deputies visit the
Divisions regularly.
i
2645. From this document that I have before me it does not appear that the Grand Division would be able
to know whether the Constitution of the Division itself or of the National Division is strictly carried out^-I
moan in its details! Oh yes, the Deputies make quarterly reports to the Grand Worthy Patriarch, which
come to me as Grand Scribe and are handed over to him.
2646. But it does not appear that you could possibly know if they were initiating persons under the
TU7T
or rr
maximum age fixed by the Constitution ? If they admit over or under the age
nxed, the Funeral Fund Secretary would step in. He would receive more immediate information as the
returns are forwarded to him.
octl' ^]iatiofficeido^ he occupy—is it an office in'the Grand Division! No, in tho National Division.
-640. How docs the National Division know what the subordinate Lodges are doing! They receive their
reports from the Grand Scribes, and also returns annually.
2649. Who are the Grand Scribes 1 I am one.
2650. That is, Grand Secretaries ? Yes.
2651. Are these returns of persons initiated and of deaths recorded ? Only in the subordinate Lodges, and
in the Funeral Fund Secretary’s books; he keeps a record,
2652. Then the Grand Division of itself knows little or nothing of what is being done in the subordinate
Lodges! Oh ! I beg your pardon, we do.
■
^ D?u haivc informed the Commission that you do not know anything about this? That is true.
. lh^tova tne Grand Division docs not know what is being done in subordinate Lodges? The Grand
Division does_ know the workings of the subordinate Divisions, but we do not know the ages at which
members arc initiated.
°
desirable ^ ^ * UeC6Ssary elemcnt to kn0'wr tbe a£es at which they are admitted and die? It would bo
2656. Do you know whether any persons have been admitted below the minimum age or above the
maximum? I do not. Some years ago there were members admitted above the age of forty-five, hut now
that !s the limit, and now the Lodges cannot initiate above that age or below fourteen.
-GoT. You have contributions fixed for each member to pay, have you not? The subordinate Lod*e fixes
its own amount of contribution.
0
'
2658. Still under the Constitution there is a minimum, is there not ? I believe there is
2659. Then who fixes the Funeral Fund and Sick Fund? The Funeral Fund has a special Board of
Management,, and they fix the quarterly levies for tiie Funeral Fund.
2660; What is this Board of Management ? It is elected from the members of the National Division.
-661. X presume that the contributions to the Sick and Funeral Funds are established on the same basis as
m other Benefit Societies, are they not? Yes, generally.
2662. Could you inform tho Commission whether these contributions and the sick and funeral benefits have
been fixed from any known data or from the experience of other Benefit Societies ? They are from the
experience gained from other Societies.
2663. Arc your funds kept separate ? No.
2664. Arc your accounts submitted to an independent audit, or are the auditors elected by the Society or
the respective Lodges themselves? The Subordinate Divisions elect their own auditors, and the Grand and
National Divisions the same. The 1 uneral Fund also has separate auditors.
2665. Does the registration of these Subordinate Divisions or Lodges come through the Grand Division or
do they respectively register themselves—I am speaking of the registration of the Division itself? You will
understand that to enable a Lodge to get registered it must ■present a set of by-laws to the Eegistrar to
^
from my experience, that it is not the Society he registers but its by-laws.
2066. Do you know whether any difficulties or impediments have arisen with respect to the remstration of
these Societies? Yes, within my own knowledge the Registrar has refused to register by-laws for what he
termed certain irregular)ties. He refused to register by-laws in which tiie Societies wished to be allowed to
sue tor arrears of contributions,'stating that this was opposed to the Friendly Societies Act.
2667. What did you do upon his refusal ? I endeavoured to urge him to accept the by-laws as they stood,
as he had previously registered other sets of by-laws with tho same provisions in word for woi-d; but he said
that it he had done wrong 0ncc he was not going to do it again. He said if I wished to compel him to
™iese by-laws I would have to go to the Supreme Court and get a mandamus, which would cost £60
or £70.
2668. He refused to register the by-laws because he believed they would be ultra vires ? Yes.
2669. ' And what you want the Commission to understand is that, in order to test whether he was right or
you right, you would have to apply to the Supreme Court for a mandamus, and that would bo expensive ?
Yes, it would.
r
2670. With respect to the Act itself, I suppose you have read it and made jmurself acquainted with it ? I
have read the Act.
orti
486—M
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2671. Have you, in your position, felt any difficulty in the working of your Order as regards the Act itself?
j think the Act itself is a very good one with slight amendments, and also if the Registrar did his duty
by compelling the secretaries to send in their annual returns. lie has the power, but does not appear to me
to use it.
2672. That is, he has the power of proceeding against persons who do not comply with the law ? Yes.
2673. And you have told us that a number of your Divisions are scattered throughout the Colony? Yes.
2674. Would it not be expensive for him to attend in person throughout the Colony to prosecute them 1 It
would.
2675. Then does not the law require some modification in that respect? Yes, it would stand amending
there; hut he has not done his duty as far as the metropolitan Lodges are concerned.
2676. Your objection is to the administration of the Act, and not to the law itself? Just so.
2677. Is there anything that you could suggest—any amendment of the law, supposing that some new legis
lation will take place? I could make suggestions, but not at the present moment.
2678. That is, you are not prepared to orally give suggestions? No, but I could furnish them in writing.
2679. Will you furnish, as an appendix to your evidence, any suggestions you may be desirous of giving to
the Commission ? I. will.
2680. Have any of the Subordinate Divisions or Lodges under your Order ever been dissolved? Yes.
2681. Upon what grounds have they been dissolved ? The last two Lodges that dissolved did so because
they could not get a suitable medical man to attend their members; they wore both country Lodges.
2682. Had they any funds in hand when they dissolved ? One of them had equal to about £o per head;
the other was not so well off.
2683. What did they do with this £5 pfer head ? They divided it.
2684. What position did they stand in relatively to the National and Grand Divisions to which they were
subordinate? In both cases they ceased to be members of the Order, because they did not avail themselves
of the advantages offered them by the Constitution.
2685. Then all the money paid in for sick and funeral pay by the members of the two Lodges you speak of,
now, what became of that; did it go to the benefit of the surviving Lodges or Divisions ? The contributions
and sick and funeral money in subordinate Lodges form one common fund ; so they divided the whole of the
funds they had in hand.
_
2686. Do these subordinate Divisions keep to their own credit the sick and funeral pay ? From their
weekly contributions all goes to one common fund ; the funeral fund levy is made by the Funeral Board,
and this the subordinate Divisions have to send to the Funeral Fund Secretary.
2687. Then the levy upon the respective subordinate Lodges has to he paid quarterly into the National
Division ? Only the funeral money, not the sick benefits; they are paid by tbe subordinate Lodges them
selves,
.
2688. Do they retain the money themselves ? They do.
2689. Then they have no power of dealing with the Funeral Fund ? None whatever.
2690. Then these persons who were members of a dissolved Lodge would lose that amount of money, and
that would go to the general fund? They would lose it because they refused to remain members of the
Order. Had any one or two members of these Lodges wished to retain membership, they could have applied
to me as Grand Scribe for a clearance card, which would have been granted ; these members would then have
forwarded to me the amount of their share of the funds, which I would have forwarded on to the Most
Worthy Scribe, as Secretary of the Clearance Fund.
2691. Then if there is a minority, that minority can by application to the Grand Scribe be enrolled in some ■
other Lodge? Yes, but no Lodge can break, up while there are eight members wiUiug to carry on the
business.
2692. How loug have you had any experience in connection with these matters? I have held my present
position four and a half years, itnd have been a member of a subordinate Lodge for twelve years.
2693. Have you ever thought whether it would be a wise tiling to provide that all subordinate Lodges should
have their communications with the Registrar conducted through the National Division, or the Executive
or ruling board of the Order? Yes, they should all go through the Grand Division, and it would be betY
if the Grand Division wore to supply the Registrar with tho returns.
2694. How are complaints determined in your Order? When a dispute arises in a subordinate Lodge it is
referred to the Grand Division, which has a standing Committee of Appeals to investigate these disputes.
This Committee sends in its recommendation to the Grand Division, and the Grand Division either adopts
or rejects that recommendation as they think fit; then that decision is sent to the subordinate Lodge. If
the subordinate Division is not satisfied with the decision of the Grand Division, it is at liberty to appeal to
the National Division through the Grand Division. All communications from a subordinate Division must
go through the Grand Division—it cannot appeal direct to the National Division.
2695. The National Division is the last appellant Court? Yes.
'
2696. Are the members of your Order generally well-satisfied with that mode of determining their disputes?
They are ; I only know of one or two instances where they have appealed to the Courts.
2697. Do you think it would be wise, in any future legislation, to provide that these matters shall he deter
mined amongst the bodies themselves instead of by the Law Courts ? I would give them no power to appeal
to the Law Courts at all, except in criminal matters, because it is a waste of the funds of the Societies.
2698. In reality, all these disputes or complaints that are likely to arise could be better dealt with amongst
the Societies themselves ? Decidedly.
2699. If there were some legal machinery substituted for the purpose ? Yes ; I see no other way of dealing
with it, because no one knows better than the Society the routine and workings of that Society.
2700. Then, I understand,' in order to get the information we require in reference to the respective ages of
the persons initiated and those who have died we should have to apply to the Lodge themselves ? Yes, or
I could get it for the Commission.
2701. Well, I may inform you that we have sent out returns by which we expect to get the information, so
you need not trouble about that 1 To aid the Commission I am prepared to assist your Secretary by supply
ing him with the names and addresses of all our Scribes.
2702. Mr, Davies.] Have you had a long experience in connection with the working of Friendly Societies?
I have taken an interest since I joined, about twelve years ago.
2703. You have been an officer pretty well the whole of that time ? Yes.

2704,
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2704. And you have acquired a good deal of knowledge f Yes.
.
F'
2705. Have you found the present Act defective in its provisions for affording security to the members of _ -a/oe*
the various Societies 1 I have not found the Act defective in any material way, the only cause of com- g'jfgj,
'
.
'
phiint I have being that the Bcgistrar has not carried out the powers the Act confers upon him.
2706. You have no suggestions to make for amendments to the lawl .1 will furnish them at the same time
as the other things I have promised to forward. ’
.
2707. What is the total number of members under the jurisdiction of your Grand Division ? I have pre
pared the annual return to the 31st October, 1881, which shows :—(o) Total number of members on our
books on 31st October, 1880 ; (b) and also total number of members on 31st. October, 1881 ; (c) contribu
tions for the year ; (d) working expenses for the year ; (e) amounts paid to the doctors and chemists ;
(/) amounts paid for sick benefits , ({/) amounts paid for funeral donations ; (A) the capitation tax to the
Grand Division ; and (i) cash in hand for 1880 and 1881.
2708. What is the total sum for 1881'? The twelve divisions of Daughters in Bo. 1 had £1,485 15s. lid.
2709. What is the total number of members ? 980.
271.0. Their accumulated funds? £1,485 15s. lid.
2711. And of Sons? The total number of benefit members is 1,604, honorary members, thirty-four.
2712. And the number of subordinate divisions ? Twenty-five.
2713. What is the total amount of cash and accumulated funds, £7,838 4s. fid.
2714. What was the total income for 1881 ? Sons, £4,634 3s. 10d.; Daughters, £1,673 14s. 6d.
2715. What was the amount paid for the working expenses of the Sons of Temperance? £600 9s. lOd.
2716. And of tho Daughters? £233 2s. lid.
2717. What amount was paid on account of sickness on behalf of the Daughters? £306 7s. 2d.
2718. And for the Sons ? £1,269 8s. 2d,
.
2719. What was paid on account of medical attendance? For doctors and medicine 'for tho Sons,
£1,703 18s. 5d.
2720. And Daughters? £591 2s.
2721. What sum has been paid on behalf of the Daughters for funeral donations?
2722. And Sons? £387 10s.
2723. What do you include in working expenses—what charges? Stationery, rent, and the small weekly
payments to the financial Scribe and Becording Scribe, and also a nominal sum to the Treasurer.
2724. Are these the only charges against working expenses ? Yes.
2725. Have you, during your term of office, known of any Division being in such a had state of finance as
not to be able to meet its financial engagements ? Never ; I have heard of one case in which a Division did,
by unanimous arrangement with the members, suspend sick pay for a certain time.
2726. You do not know anything about it of your own knowdedge ? No.
2727. But at all times since you have been Grand Scribe you have never known any case where the Division
has been unable to meet its engagements ? Never.
2728. I suppose you would not care to express an opinion as to the stability of the Societies under your
control 1 No, that is a question that would require a lot of consideration, and it would almost require an
actuary to go into it.
2729. What has been your practice in reference to furnishing the annual returns? I have sent out the
returns to subordinate Lodges myself, and have sent a circular at the same time urging on the members the
necessity of sending them in in proper time ; some of these have been sent back, and many others have gone
.
to the Begistrar direct.
2730. Do you send one return covering all the Lodges in your jurisdiction, or a separate return for each ?
A separate return for each Lodge,
2731. Not a general return ? No ; I think it would be far better if the Grand Lodges were to supply the
Bcgistrar with the returns, hut the Act says that each Lodge must send a return, and that has been our
practice.
2732. Have the returns been complete, furnishing all the information sought by the forms? No, far from
complete.
2733. Then the return itself would be of little service as a return ? It is not so much the return as the
difficulty of getting proper officers in the Divisions to make them out in a proper' manner.
2734. And how do you deal with matters of dispute arising between a subordinate Lodge and its members ?
An appeal can be made to the Grand Lodge, where it is referred to the Appeal Committee, who report with
the appeal sent in a recommendation to the Grand Lodge. The Grand Lodge either adopts or rejects the
Appeal Committee’s report as the case may be ; and then the report or decision of the Grand Lodge is
1
forwarded to the subordinate Lodge.
2735. lias a member any further Court of appeal in case of dissatisfaction ? Yes, if the member or Division
is not satisfied with the decision of the Grand Lodge an appeal may be taken to the National Division.
2736. And in ease of dissatisfaction then, are there any other means of satisfaction? Well, I knowT one case
in which one of the parties rushed off to the District Court, and the District Court Judge upheld the decision
of the Grand Lodge.
2737. Do you think Divisions or Lodges should have the power to summon individual members who get
into arrears? I do, and that is where I have come into collision with the Begistrar on more than one
occasion. '
2738. You think a member should he summoned to a Court of Petty Sessions for arrears of contributions?
Yes, 1 think it is only right for the protection of all members. It is not light to allow one man to go away
at will, without sending in a written resignation, and have the privilege of coming back in six or nine
months’ time. I think if he has the right of coming back, the Lodge should have the right of suing him for
his arrears.
2739. Have any cases come under your observation where members have been thus sued ? I have not had
it before me officially, but I have heard of cases where members of Lodges have been sued and have obtained
a verdict.
2740. And you think it is desirable that this power to sue should be vested in the hands of the officers of
each Lodge 1 Of the trustees. _

2741. /Veyicfcxfi] The documents you have handed in only represent tho transactions of the Grand Division
of which you are Scribe ! Merely the Divisions under ihe jurisdiction of No. 1 Grand Division, of which I
am Grand Scribe.
•
_
2742.
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2742. How many Grand Divisions are there in New South Wales ? I can only give you about the number;
the Most Worthy Scribe can give you the exact number.
2 "4 3. Mr. Greville.] Under your present constitution, must all the new Divisions pay a funeral contribution
to the National Division 1 The Constitution lays down a certain initiation fee, which includes the amount
payable to the Funeral Fund.
, .
.
2744. But each member pays a monthly contribution towards tho Funeral Fund1That is met in the shape
of a quarterly levy ; the Lodge does it—not the member.
2745. They are compelled to pay that 1 Yes, they are compelled to pay it. ■
2746. At one time they were allowed to retain these sums themselves 1Yes; there are now two Lodges
under No. 1 Grand Division which are not connected with the h uneral Fund.
2747. The two Lodges or Divisions you spoke of as having disbanded and divided the funds among them,
had they charge of their own Funeral Fund? They were connected with tho general Funeral Fund, over
which they had no power; they simply divided the amounts they had to their own credit in the hands of
their trustees or treasurers—they had no Funeral Fund of their own.
2748. Therefore, when they left the general body the Funeral Fund was benefited? To the extent of what
they had contributed.
2749. Has it come under the notice of your general body that attempts are sometimes made to enter the ago
erroneously ? No, it has never come to my knowledge officially, nor have I ever heard of it.
2750. Upon a return which was exhibited by Mr. Holdsworth at the last meeting, one man is entered at
fourteen, and another at sixteen, and yet they were both entered as married ? I do not think that return
could have been correct, because I do not believe that there is a member in our Society fourteen years
of age who is married.
2751. Still the fact remains that such a return has been made; now, would it be taken as a matter of
course, or would it be inquired into? Well, seeing that it is not in my province, I do not see how I could
in any way interfere or deal with that return.
2752. The return was not made to the Division of which you are Secretary ? No; they have to be sent to
the Funeral Fund Secretary.
_ _
_
2753. I presume in your Society, as in most of tho others, a number of members join, contribute for a
longer or shorter time, and then withdraw without having partaken of any of the benefits of the Society ?
There may be a few.
_
2754. You think the proportion is very small? The proportion is small.
2755. Have you any idea what it is ? No, I have no idea.
2756. In addition to that, your Society has an advantage over others that they are strengthened by men
being put out of the Society by breaking certain laws ? That is a fact.
_
_
.
2757. Have you any idea of the proportion thus circumstanced? The returns I have handed in will show.
2758. And do you find that that is injuring the progress of the Temperance Societies? ^ No.
2759. Or that members go to the other Societies where those restrictions do not exist? There aro some
instances where members have left for that reason, but there are more who have left and joined other
Temperance Societies where there were no benefits at all.
2760. And hence it is a fact that from these causes the Temperance Societies have received a temporary if
not a- permanent chock ? Wc have received a check on account of tho number of members who have joined
Temperance Societies that were non-beneficial.
2761. And do yon think you are recovering from that now ? I think so.
2762. Mr. Holdsworth.] You have seen tho Funeral Fund returns ? I liave.
2763. Are you aware that once a year a full return has to be sent in giving tbe ages ? I am.
2764. Is that the age of initiation? No, it should be the present age, though sometimes a mistake is made
between them.
2765. If a member was entered as being initiated in 1870 at the age of fourteen, what age would he be in
1881 ? Why, twenty-five.
1
2766. Would there be any tiling remarkable in a man of twenty-five being married ? I was married myself
at the age of twenty-one,
2767. Can yon tell me the number of Sous of Temperance for 1881 ? 1,638, of which thirty-four were honorary.
2768. That is 1,604 benefit members? Yes.
2769. What amount do you pay per week for sick pay as a rule ? Twenty shillings the first six months.
2770. What amount did you pay during that year for sick pay? To the Sons, £1,269.
2771. That is equal to about five days a week ? No, 4J, that is for the Sons; the Daughters’ average is
not so great—only 3| days.
2772. Could you supply a list of these averages for the past five years ? I could do so.
2773. Was the year 1881 a heavy year ? Yes, an exceptionally heavy year with our Society, and I believe
with all other Societies.
.
2774. Mr. Langley.] Was the year any more exceptional with your Society than any other? I can only
speak positively with regard to my own Society.
.
.
2775. I think you said 1881 was heavy with your Society, but I presume not heavier as regards claims than
any other? I should not think so.
2776. You speak of 4-| days being the average; that is great is it ? Yes,
2777. In your opinion is 4f days lower than other Societies? I. have never studied the workings of other
Societies, but I have been told that our Society’s sick rate is lower than that of others ; but I cannot speak
of my own knowledge.
2778. There was one question asked you, but I fear you did not understand it; on the return which was
given to us and presented to Farliamont it is incorrect; it is reported that your expenditure for working
expenses is extremely high, 29 per cent.------ ? It is stated so there, but I challenge the correctness of it.
2779. If by working expenses you simply mean stationery, postage, rents, and salaries, and capitation tax
to the Grand Lodge, is it correct that it costs 29 per cent, of your income ? No.
'
2780. Then this statement, which was made to Parliament, must be untrue ? It is not correct; you will
see that by the returns laid upon the table. My returns will show that the working expenses are just a
little more than half that amount.
2781. Lou stated also in answer to another question that the Begistrar refused to allow you to bring in a
by-law in your Constitution to enable you to sue for arrears? Not in our Constitution, but in an amended
set of by-laws for the subordinate Lodge.
2782.
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2782. And are you aware whether other Societies have or have not sdcd and recovered in the District pgjrc‘ei ‘
Court in that rvay 1 They have ; and Mr. Oliver has registered by-laTvs for me, giving the trustees power ^
to sue j hut latterly he has absolutely refused to register the same clause for other subordinate Divisions., g
iggo_
2783. Are you not aware that under this Friendly Societies Act you can do it without asking his permission
at all ? I do not know. I tliink I can give you these, clauses, and if the members of the Commission will
carefully read them they will see that the wording is ambiguous. They are clauses 34 and .78 of the Act.
Mr. Oliver contends that clause 34 does not relate to contributions; he maintains that contributions are not
_
_
property, neither, he says, are contributions a right or a claim.
2784. Do you not think that a portion of the property of any Friendly Society is the amount.paid or which
should be paid by tbe members as their contribution for the purposes of carrying on that Society 1 That, I
may say, mainly constitutes the solvency of the Society altogether.
2785. In point of fact, that is its property ? It is the property.
_
2780. If there were no contributions paid, what would your property consist of? There could be no Society
without contributions,
_
2787. In your opinion, then, you consider that clause docs give the Society the right to sue or be sued?
Fes.
,
2788. I think you said you were aware of cases having been tried under the Act f Yes, I am.
2789. And the Society recovered ? Yes.
_
2790. Do you consider it right that any such latitude should be given to the Registrar as to allow one
Society to register a right to sue and to refuse it to another? No, I do not j I think the power should be
given to all the Societies alike.
_
2791. Then, if under this Act Mr. Oliver has the right to do anytliing of that kind, do you tliink the Act
is perfect or equitable ? I think the Act itself requires amendment
2792. If the Act allows the Registrar, whoever he may be, to permit one Society to sue for arrears of
contributions and to refuse another Society unequal right, do you think the Act is an equitable one? No,
2793. Are there any other clauses in the Act to which you take exception? There are, and I have promised
to supply the Commission with the particulars in the form of an Appendix.
2794. Are you of opinion that it would be desirable in drawing up a new Friendly Societies Act to confine
it to Friendly Societies alone? Yes, I would confine it solely to Friendly Societies.
2795. Do you consider it advisable to go to any greater length than to lay down certain fundamental
principles upon which the Friendly Societies should compile their constitution and rules; or would you
leave to an Act of Parliament, as at present, the details of the vrorkiug of the Society ? I think every
Society is fully competent to prepare, its own constitution.
.
2796. Then you think it better that each Society should prepare its own constitution; hut you would like
to have a certam legal basis upon which the benefit portion of it should be calculated and arranged? 1
would leave tbe solo government of each body in tho hands of its superior body.
2797. But I presume at the same time you consider it necessary that a Friendly Societies Act should lay
down certain rales ? Yes.
'
2798. Thou if certain fundamental rules are laid down, and the constitution for the internal government is
hased'upon these rules, you think it would be sufficient? Yes, I do.
_ _
2799. Are you of opinion or not that it would be advisable in all cases that there should be a revising
barrister to look through the laws and see that they are in accordance with the fundamental principles laid
down ? No; I know a set of laws that went before a solicitor a few weeks ago, and he made a greater bunglo
of them than the Society itself,
2800. But must there not ho some authority to which these Constitutions should he referred to show that
they are in accordance with the law ? Decidedly they should go before some properly-constituted officer for
supervision and registration, but not for a barrister to cut and hack about the laws to suit himself.
2801. How would you protect the members of your Society if you had not some legal authority for saying
your Constitution and by-laws were in accordance with tho Act of Parliament? I presume the Registrar
would be a legal authority.
_
_
2802. Do you think it is an advisable thing to have a Registrar such as we have at present, whose time is
too fully occupied to give attention solely to Friendly Societies ? No, I think tho Registrar’s whole time
should be devoted to Friendly Societies.
_
_
_
2803. If it should suit the Government to appoint a Registrar specially for Friendly Societies, do you think
it would bo advisable to have it without a revising barrister or legal authority to whom should bo referred
these Constitutions ? It would be better for the Registrar to have legal knowledge.
_
2804. But failing that, do you think it would not be absolutely necessary that there should be a revising
barrister or revising legal authority of some kind ? I consider the Registrar should have a legal knowledge.
2805. Mr. liubie.] Has each of your Lodges a fixed scale of contributions ? No ; they vary.
2806. Then who has the power to fix the amount? The Division itself.
2807. Are these Divisions subject to some superior body? They are subject to the authority of the Grand
and National Divisions.
2808. I understood you that there is a Funeral Fund : what does each member pay to that fund? They
' have been paying Is. 4d. per head per quarter for Sons, and Sd. for Daughters ; hut that was increased last
quarter to Is. fid. and 9d. "
. '
2809. Is there a large accumulated Funeral Fund ? "Well, speaking without having the figures before me, I
should say about £500.
2810. How is it invested—or is it invested? It is deposited in the Banks—I believe in the Government
Savings Bank.
2811. Have there ever been any calculations made to ascertain whether the amount laid aside would be
sufficient to meet the liabilities? I am not aware of aii3r.
2812. Would it not be judicious that such a tiling should he done? That would involve a very heavy
expenditure, and 1 believe the calculations can always be very fairly based upon past experience.
2813. And what is the number of years your Society has been in existence ? About seventeen years.
2814. And you liave always had a Funeral Fund during that time? Not always a general Funeral Fund—
it has only been in existence a few years.
2815. Then your experience is not very great ? It would be based on the records of the Subordinato
Divisions.
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2816. Has each of your Lodges trustees? Three trustees.
^ C1JCC~
2817. And the funds are vested in their Dames ? Tes.
3 Feb 1852 ^l-fh And nothing can be drawn without their consent ? No.
' 2819. Ho the trustees pay all moneys? The treasurer makes the immediate payments such as for sick pay
and the doctors’ and chemists’ hills.
•
2820. The current liabilities, I suppose? Yes.
2821. Have you ever observed the clauses in the Act which say that the trustees shall pay all moneys on
behalf of the Society ? No, I have not.
2822. Do you not think it inoperative ? It is.
2823. And it would require altering in tho new Act? It would
2824. Mr. Newland.~\ Do 1 understand you to say that the Divisions do not divide their funds? No, they
do not.
2825. Do not they sometimes vote a sum of money to a brother for meritorious conduct? No, they cannot
do that j we do not contribute our funds for that purpose.
2826. But seeing that the Divisions have the control of their own funds, and that they are not divided, I
take it they may vote these funds as they think proper? No, they cannot j the Constitution will not allow
them for one thing, and the Friendly Societies Act will not for another.
2827. Are you not aware that the Act states that Lodges should divide their funds and keep them separate?
The Act does state so, I helieve.
■
2828. Then if Divisions break through the Act in one instance they might do it in another by voting money
illegally ? The members would not consent to it.
2829. You state that there is a Funeral Board for paying the funeral donations in the Sons of Temperance :
are they distinct from the Grand Division? They are; they are elected from the members of the National
Division.
2830. And what are tho duties of the Grand Division ? They have the immediate supervision of the
subordinate Divisions; they are in immediate communication with all the subordinate Divisions, and they
issue clearances to subordinate Divisions for members requiring them.
2831. And how are the Grand Divisions supported ? By a small capitation tax.
2832. And how is the National Division supported ? By a capitation tax from the Grand Divisions.
2833. How often does the National Division meet? Once a year.
2834. How many members attend there ? I do not know.
2835. Mr. Langle>j.\ Is it explained in your Constitution ? Yes. I think last year there were something
like forty or fifty representatives.
2836. Mr. Newland.] Were they working during one day? Yes, two days,
- 2837. How are they paid ? They pay all their own expenses.
2838. Mr. $lade.~\ Speaking of minorities, do the minority on icaving a Lodge have to pay into the Lodge
they join the amount they receive ? I do not think you understood my answer ; the question was—could
a majority dissolve a Lodge; my answer was—not so long as there were eight prepared to carry it on;
if there are less than eight then clearances are granted to the lesser number ; these clearances are valid in
these Colonies and all over the world.
2839. If that minority has received a certain jmrtion of the funds of the breaking-up Lodge, do they have to
return it to the Division that takes their clearance? No, they have to forward it to the Grand Scribe,
from whom they receive their clearances, and it is put then into the Clearance Fund, which guarantees the
Lodge or Lodges admitting the lesser number from all liability for sick pay and half the amount of the
funeral donation for twelve months.
2840. .Regarding suing for arrears, is the feeling in favour of it general in your Order ? So far as I know
it is.
2841. What is your opinion of graduated payments, Mr. Peirce; 1 mean that when a member joins at (say)
eighteen, he shall pay (say) 8d. or lOd. through life ; at twenty (say) Is. ; at thirty (say) 13d.; or something
of that sort? It would be rather complicated that; the only graduated- scale I would be in favour of would
be a uniform contribution for single members, and an increased one for married members.
2842. Mr. Gelding,~\ I suppose you mean to say that this sharpness on the part of the Registrar has simply
taken place since this Commission was sitting ? No, before.
'
2843. How long is it since he refused to’registcr these rules? It was on 14th July, 1881.
2844. That was after the deputation waited on the Colonial Secretary in reference to the working of the
Aefcl It was about the time, though I do not know the exact date.
2845. You have had a good deal of experience, and have studied the question ? Only so far as our own
Society is concerned.
2846. Have you ever thought over the question of the small amount of sick pay that has heretofore been
doled out by Societies being owing to the sparseness of the inhabitants of the Colony? Yes, we have
experienced great difficulties in some of the country Lodges.
2847. My question is : do yon not consider that it is owing to the small amount of the population up to the
present time that the Societies have had such little call upon them in matters referring to sick pay ? I do.
2848. Do you not tliink, as the Colony gets more populated, sick rates and death rates will become more
prominent? They will increase undoubtedly.
‘
2849. I presume you arc aware that in Great Britain one of the chief reasons why the sliding scale of
contributions has been carried into effect is entirely owing to the tremendous increase of population, and
consequent sickness and mortality thereby engendered ? I have heard so.
2850. 'Then, following that question, do you think that the present rates members pay to receive tbc benefits
they are now receiving will be sufficient to meet future liabilities? Presuming that the contributions are
Is. a week, I do not think it will be sufficient; it may do for the present, but not for the future.
2851. "What is your idea about a fair weekly contribution to secure these benefits ? 15d. at the least.
2852. And do you think that will be sufficient to meet the supposed increased sick rates and death rates?
I think it would meet all demands of our own Society.
.
2853. You say you have twenty-five Lodges in your Grand Division ? Yes, of Sons.
2854. And I see that in 1880 you had .-£7,663 19s. 2d.—that is last year; .-£7,838 4s. Gd. this year? Yes.
2855. That leaves an average saving of about £7 for each Lodge in your district. Du you think that any
thing like sufficient for a Reserve Fund? No; but last year was an exceptionally heavy year for sick
benefits.
2856.
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285G. Yes, but you said you believe that the sick rate will still continue to increase? Yes, and it will be
necessary for the contributions to be raised.
'
Pence.
2857. And in tbe Daughters’in the previous year you had £1,415 8s., and last year £1,485 15s. lid.— 3'Feb! is®,
that is about £6 per Lodge saving in the year. What is your opinion of that saving for each Lodge 7 I
'
think it is rather low, but it is owing to the very heavy sick rate for tho year. Moreover, tho Daughters’
contributions are low, and the amounts they pay their doctors and chemists are proportionately just the
same as those paid by the Sons.
2858. What do you thmk is a fair average that Societies should hold to guard against eventualities per
head ? I have never gone into the details from an actuarial point of view, but it would depend on the ages
of the members.
2859. Do you not think these Sick and Funeral Funds should be kept separate from management expenses?
I do.
28G0. Are you at all conversant with the Act in Victoria ? I know nothing whatever about it.
2861. I think you intend to give this Acta good overhauling and report your opinion of it to this Commis
sion? I will devote what time I can to it, but my time is very fully occupied.
2862. You stated in some previous part'of your evidence that you did not tliink there was much the matter
with it: did you ever look at the 21st clause giving members power to go to the District Court ? Yes.
2863. What is your opinion of that? I would not allow the Societies to go to the Law Courts at all.
2864. Do you not think that before Lodges—premising that the Government should appoint a proper
Registrar—are allowed to have their rules certified, or to be opened, they should furnish a'set of rules setting
forth the proposed initiation fees, contributions, and benefits to be paid ? Well, that opens up a new phase,
‘
If a new Division of the Sons of Temperance is about to be instituted the parties intending to organise aro
supplied with a copy of the Constitution, and there they will see the amount of the initiation fees they will
have to pay, and also the fees to the Funeral Fund ; but how a Society just starting is going to present the
Registrar with a sot of laws to register I do not see ; unless they are in existence for some little time, and
in possession of the necessary funds to bear the expense,
2865. I presume no Lodge in your Society can depart from the general rules set down in reference to the
initiation charges, contributions, sick benefits, and funeral gifts? They are all bound to abide by the
Constitution.
■
2866. You do not allow them to deviate from these rules ? No.
2867. What is the cost of opening Divisions in your Order? Charter fee for Sons, two guineas; for
Daughters, one guinea.
2868. What does the regalia cost ? It is a mere nominal item. I do not think a set of officers’regalia would
cost more than 25s. or 30s., and it is optional for the Lodge to procure regalia for the other members.
The Commission then adjourned until 2 p.m. on Monday, 6th February.

MONDAY, 6 FEBRUARY, 1882,
JPasmt: —

JAMES SQUIRE EARNELL,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
EDWARD GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
PHILIP J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,

Esq.,

M.P.,

President.

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P.,
FRANCIS ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
PHILIP RISBY HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
EDWARD J. RUBIE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.

The examination of Mr. Charles Thomas Peirce was continued :—
2869. Mr, AbxgoAl~\ How many Divisions have you under your jurisdiction? Twenty-five Sons, twelve 1Ir- c- TDaughters.
'
Peirce.
2870. Are they confined to Sydney and the suburbs ? No, they are notconfined to Sydney and the suburbs ;
I mentioned at the last meeting that the furthest Division under No. 1 was situated at Wagga Wagga.
6 '
'
2871. In fact some of the Divisions are spread pretty well all over the Colony? Yes, south and west of
Sydney, and one to the north, at Richmond River.
2872. And if anything occurs in connection with them it comes under your supervision 7 Yes, all com
munications must come to me.
2873. Can you tell me how many books are kept in subordinate Divisions—books of account? They keep
a minute book ; the Financial Scribe has to keep a hook in which to enter all receipts and disbursements ■
they have also to keep a book to enter all the contributions; the treasurer must keep a book, and also
the trustees.
2874. The money is received by tbe Financial Scribe ? Yes.
2875. Not by the treasurer? Not by the treasurer; it is received by the Financial Scribe and handed
over to the treasurer, and if it exceeds a certain sum in his hands he must pay it over to the trustees,
when it is paid into the Bank.
•
2876. Can you say if the books are kept in a clear and concise manner ? Li the majority of cases they are.
2877. Have there been any complaints made by members that they have paid contributions and not had
credit for them ? There have been some complaints made, and an investigation has taken place.
2878. In many cases has it been found that money has been received and not accounted for? There have
not been many cases.
2879. Do you know of any cases of officers having used the moneys received for their own purposes ? Yes,
two instances in subordinate Lodges.
2880. And what stops have been taken ? In one case tho man was prosecuted, and I think he got nine
months in gaol; in the other case the man absconded to Melbourne, and the Division not being registered
did not prosecute.
2881. Was one of those cases in connection with a Division called tbe Persevcranee? No.
'

2882.
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2882. Have you heard of such a cose occurring with that Division ? Ho.
2883. Do you know a Mr. Fowles ? I do j he has been Secretary for some years.
2884. Have you heard from him of any such case ? No, I have not.
_
gggy. Can you state, Mr. Peirce, if any of the Divisions, either Sons or Daughters, have failed to meet their
just liabilities through not having the funds 1 No, I have never known one single instance.
2886. Have you known any case in which sick pay due has been withheld for want of funds ? I have never
known it to be withheld, though I have known Lodges, by unanimous vote, to suspend sick pay for three or
six months.
2887. For what purpose 1 When they found then- funds getting below a certain amount.
_
2888. Do you think they are empowered to do that 1 I think so, if the Lodge at a summoned meeting
carry it by unanimous vote.
...
, ,
„
2889. And I suppose to those who are on the sick funds it is discontinued ? They have the privilege of
voting by proxy if not present, and if they vote against it they receive their sick pay,
2890. Are the men usually appointed as auditors competent to examine and certify to the correctness of the
accounts 1 I have generally found that the auditors have been chosen from amongst the most competent
men in the Divisions.
'
■
2891. Do you find the returns sent in and certified by these auditors usually correct? So far as the funds
are concerned they have been always correct. ■
_
2892. But the secretary’s part has been incorrect? Yes, they have been incorrect; that I find has arisen
mainly from a change of secretaries.
2893. Are the accounts always certified to by the number of auditors appointed ? All the accounts that arc
sent to me must be audited before they are sent.
4
2894. And signed by one or more ? Signed by the secretary and countersigned by the Worthy Patriarch,
2895. And auditors ? They sign the balance-sheet presented to the Lodge.
2896. Are you in favour of a proper audit being conducted by a Government officer ? No,
2897. You think the present system is sufficiently satisfactory ? I think that if auditors are to be appointed
they should bo appointed by the Grand Lodges ; I would favour that.
2898. Would you favour a simple uniform system of book-keeping for all subordinate Lodges? I would. ^
2899. Is it a portion of your balancing for the National,'Grand, and Subordinate Divisions to make up their
balances simultaneously ? No; the Grand Division year ends in Octobci’, and I have to submit an annual
balance to the Grand Divisions made up to 30th September. Then for the National Division I have to
submit an annual statement made up from the Subordinate Division returns to 31st December.
2900. Does the Grand Lodge incur any expense that they have to make a claim on the National Division
for ? No, not the Grand Division.
.
2901. Does it have a claim on subordinate Lodges? No, it is all done by levy ; the Grand Division makes
a levy at the annual meeting in October, which the subordinate Lodges have to pay. The National Division
makes a levy on the Divisions, which is fixed at the annual meeting of the National Division in March.
2902. Is your death rate increasing as age comes on the Society? It slightly increased, I believe, last year,
which we regard as an exceptional year in our Order.
2903. Can you tell how many Divisions expended more than they received last year? No, I cannot.
2904. There were some, I presume? There have been some.
2905. You think last year was an exceptionally heavy year 1 I do.
2906. Is there any provision made in your Society by which you will relieve members who travel in search
of work, or in case of shipwreck, or if lie loses his tools by fire? Not for the latter, but when lie wishes to
travel to the other Colonies he is granted a travelling card which is recognised all through the Colonies.
2907. And this gets him relief if he requires it? Yes.
2908. Are you in favour of a compulsory quinquennial valuation of the Societies’ liabilities and assets ?
Yes, to be made by the Societies themselves.
2909. Not by a Government officer ? They would liave to be sent on to a Government officer.
2910. Have you known of cases in which the trustees of the Divisions have acted independently of the
majority of the Society by whom they were elected? No.
2911. Has your Society paid the Registrar much in fees? We liave had to pay him a guinea for every set
of by-laws he has registered, and 5s. for every alteration in each rule.
2912. Do you think these fees should be the private perquisites of the Registrar or go into the Government
funds ? I think they should go to the Government funds.
2913. Have you known any cases where members Lave gained admission into your Society through the
laxity of the medical examination ? Never.
2914. Never had any claims on the Sick Funds from sufferers from old chronic diseases ? They have not
come under my notice.
2915. Have you known any difficulty arise in getting a conviction against any offender througli the infor
mation not being made by the proper officer ? No ; we had one instance where we had a little difficulty in
recovering a Bank-book in our own Grand Lodge, but the matter was amicably arranged before coming on
for a second hearing.
2916. Would you approve of a clause in a new Act providing for the summary conviction of an offender,
with punishment by fine or imprisonment, on the complaint of any member authorised by the Society, the
trustees, or the committee of management? I would.
2917. Have you ever known any members of your Society become charges on the public Charities of the
Colony ? No, never.
2918. Do I understand you to say that you tliink the State ought to interfere no further in the working of
those Societies than by framing for their guidance a simple general law? That is it.
2919. Would you inforce in a new Act a regular annual audit under Government supervision? I would ;
in all new sets of by-laws that come before me I have to see that provision is made for an annual audit ;
and if not I forward to the Lodge a good rule for them to adopt to embrace that.
2920. Do the members of your Order exert any inituence in dealing with members of your Society who
may violate your laws ; do you deal with them on purely commercial principles or from a philanthropic
standpoint? Well, that is one of our fundamental principles, and if they break it a charge is made, and
that charge is investigated.
2921. Do you allow for brotherhood ? It is not allowed to interfere;
2922.
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2922. You deal witli it, then, simply from a business stand-point 1 Decidedly; it would not be fair to make ^ p' PJ
flesh of one and fish of another.
^
2923. Are any of your funds expended in testimonials, picnics, or tea-meetings, or spent in any other way g
jgg2i
than tliose authorized by the law ? No, they are all got up by subscription,
2924. Would you be in favour of Lodges being allowed to lend money to their own members on good
security 1 I thiuk the Government security is best, and I would prefer to see it invested in the Banks.
2923. Do you think that a Society that meets its liabilities in the year and carries forward a few pounds is
doing well! Yes.
2926. Without calculation as to how liabilities increase during the yearl We have had the experience of
many years’ working, and that shows that where they are always able to pay their way and cany forward
a surplus they must be sound, although from an actuarial point of view they might not be so considered.
2927. Mr. Smith.] Gould you give the Commission any idea of the number of Lodges .that liave been
brought into existence under your jurisdiction since the establishment of the Society 1 It is doubtful
'
whether I should be uble to give a correct return, though I might possibly be able to do it; I will try.
2925. Also the number of Lodges that have ceased coexist? Yes, I think 1 could show that also. The
difficulty with me is that ours was the first Grand Lodge started in the Colony ; from it have sprang other
Grand Lodges which took over some of our subordinate Lodges, and whether they exist now or not I could
not say, because the record would bo kept by other Grand Scribes, and not by mo.
2929. Then I understand you are not in a position to supply the information that would be required in a
return giving all the Lodges established since the organization existed in the Colony, and the number of
Lodges that have ceased to exist up to the end of last year, the funds and property belonging to these
distinct Lodges, and what became of it? That I am not in a position to supply.
2930. Mr. Langley.] Is there anyone person or persons who could give the information? Well, that
information could be supplied by each Grand Scribe for his own Grand Division.
2931. If the Most Worthy Scribe was requested to obtain the information for the Commission could he do
so? Yes.
2932. Mr. Smith.] Have any of the officers in connection with your Soeiefy been guilty of tampering
with the funds or misappropriating them ? Mr. Abigail asked that.
2933. There is a Temperance Lodge at Newtown ; is that under your jurisdiction? Yes.
2934. It was possessed of some property, was it not ? It was.
293d. Do you know anything about the way in which they became possessed of that property ? I believe
tliejr bought the ground in the first instance and built a small hall; they then pulled down the little hall
and built a- large one, for which they had to borrow something like half the cost.
2936. And the other half? I cannot say exactly how it was raised.
2937. Subscribed by tho general public, was it not? Some of it I believe was, and some by the members
*
of the Lodge.
2935. And you say they do not hold that property now ? No.
2939. How was it vested ? It was vested in the names of seven or eight trustees.
2940. Did they endeavour in any way to dispose of that property ? The trustees appeared to be alwavs
quarrelling amongst themselves as to what should be.clone with the property. One died, and I believe the
widow7 claimed her riglit under her husband’s will; another went to Honolulu, and another to England,
There were at the end only one or two remaining in Newtown.
2941. AVhat became of them ? I helieve they are still living,
2942. Have they disposed of the property ? Yes, I believe so.
2943. AVas it sold by the trustees ? No, by the mortgagee.
2944. Is it not a fact that (he Lodge itself created a trust over and above the heads of the original
trustees ? That 1 cannot fully answer, because there used to he a, great deal of talk about the trustees,
and I used to got fogged about the matter; there was a separate trust for the hall.
2945. Did not the Lodge create a trust for tho purpose of trying to dispose of the property at auction?
They consented to the disposal of the property, but the mortgagee was the seller, with the consent of the
remaining members of the Division.
2946. AVas it not the fact that ihc Lodge was the seller, with the consent of the mortgagee ? No.
2947. I am speaking of the first attempt at a sale? I am speaking of tho actual sale.
294S. I believe the Lodge appointed trustees in order that they might give a title to the property, and
they proceeded to sell with the consent of the mortgagee ? I never knew of (hat.
2949. Is it within your knowledge1 that the property was put up for sale by Eicbardson & AVrench and
not sold ? It was sold by them. I may state that the same Lodge has a- member in the Lunatic Asylum,
and they have to pay his benefits to the Master in Lunacy.
2950. Is it a fact that the hall was sold ? Yes.
2951. It was sold by the Lodge ? The mortgagee sold, with the consent of the Lodge; they were in
aneirs witli their interest,
2952. Did it realize any more than the amount of the mortgage ? Yes.
2953. Aluch more ? I cannot say how much more.
2954. Mr. Abigail,] Can you say whether the members’ money subscribed for sick benefits was expended
iu the purchase or building of that ball? Some portion was paid out of the general funds.
2955. And for that have they bad any return ? They have bad a return so far that they have been, meet
ing in tbc ball for years without paying rent.
2950. Mr. Smith.] Are you aware of this officially ? No, not officially, only as a visitor to the Lodge.

Mr. Nathaniel Pidgeon sworn and examined :—
Mr.
2957. President.] Do-you occupy a similar position to that of the gentleman just examined? Just the N. Pidgeon.
same, only in another part of the City—the Sydney West or No. 9 Grand Division.
6 Feb., 1882,
2958. That is, you represent another Division ? Yes, another Grand Division.
2959. Is there any difference as to rules between the Division you represent and that represented by
Mr. Peirce? Not tbe slightest.
_
2960. You have the same rules, the same regulations, tbe same contributions, and the same sick and
funeral funds? Yes.
*
486—N
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2961. Then you could give us no further information as to the principles or rules of the Order ? No, not

N. Pidgeon. a bit,

D
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Ifave J'011 paid any attention to the working of the Act as far as it affects Benefit Societies ? I
■’
' have paid attention to it as a mcmher-of a Friendly Society for the last fifteen years.
2963. The more recent Act—have you paid any attention to that? I cannot say I have.
2964. Have you found any inconvenience in connection with the working of the Act? Ho; I cannot say
that I have.
2965. Is there anything in the Act that you think requires amendmout ? The only thing I can see in the
Act is that it is doubtful whether a Division can sue for arrears of contributions; in some eases these
have been recovered and in others not.
2960. Do you think the law should provide that these contributions should be recoverable at a Court of
Justice? Yes.
2967. Do you know whether the present Act militates against the working of the Friendly Societies ?
No, X am not aware that it does ; I do not know of anything.
2968. You know of nothing in the law where any amendment is required ? No. I think as far as the
Act itself is concerned a great deal less of it would do for Friendly Societies, and it would be better if
the Societies were left more to themselves.
1
2969. Thus it would be better if there were an Act of Parliament referring to Benefit Societies only,
without mixing them up with Building and other Societies ? Just so.
2970. You have a Grand Lodge attached to these Divisions? Yes.
2971. That is the executive government of the whole body ? Yes.
2972. All these Grand Divisions are subject and subservient to the National Division ? Yes.
2973. That is the executive government ? Yes.
2974. And there is no distinction between yours and that of Mr, Peirce ? No, it is just the same thing.
2975. Jlfr. Smith.] You have been fifteen years identified with the Order ? Yes.
2976. And during a great portion of that time you have held office ? Yes.
2977. Can you give an opinion as to the financial standing of your Order at present ? I think the
financial standing of the Order is very good—I do not see that there is anything bad with it.
2978. Do yon think the amount of contributions paid by your members for the benefits you propose to
give them is ample ? X think so, quite.
2979. Jlfr. Davies.] Can you tell the total number of members you have under your iurisdiction ? Yes;
444 Sons and 363 Daughters.
29S0. Up to what date is that ? December, 1881.
2981. TFhat are the total receipts for the year 1881 for the Sons ? £1,256 7s. Id.
2982. And for the Daughters ? £491 9s. 0|d.
'
2983. "What has been paid on account of sick pay for the Sons ? £275 9s. 3d,
2984. And on behalf of the Daughters ? £96 10s,
2985. 'What has been paid on account, of medical attendance P For Daughters, £221 16s. 6d.; for Sons,
£485 19s. 2d.
,
2986. What amount of money has been paid on account of working expenses ? For Sons, £151 8s. 6d,;
Daughters, £18 12s. Sd.
2987. What do you include in working expenses ? Salaries, rent, and the usnal working, such as postage
and stationery.
2988. What amount of capitation fees have you paid? £17 4s. 2d. for the Daughters, £46 5s. 9d. for
the Sons.
2989. What amount have you paid on behalf of the Sons for funeral donations ? £122 10s. 4d.
2990. And Daughters ? £46 8s. 2d.
2991. During the time you have been Grand Scribe-have you experienced any difficulty in meeting your
financial engagements? No, except in one case, when a Divisiou has collapsed; no other difficulty.
All the Divisions I know of aro able to meet their engagements.
2992. And they have always been able to do so? Yes.
2993. Has it at any time come under your observation that tho contributions or initiation fees have not
been eqnal to the amount of demand likely to he made on these Divisions to meet their obligations ?
No, it has not.
2994. What are the accumulated funds of the Divisions under your jurisdiction ? £926 for Daughters,
and £2,03117s. 4d. for Sons.
2995. What number of new members have you admitted ? Forty-one Sons and sixty-nine Daughters.
2996. What number have ceased to be members during the year ? Forty-eight Daughters expelled for
non-payment of dues, and thirty-four Sons.
2997. Have any been re-adinitted ? Yes, four Sons.
2998. X gathered from what you stated that you did not know of any defect in the Act except in the
particulars you have referred to ? No, not that I am aware of.
2999. Is there anything you would suggest in any future legislation ? Well, there is one thing, about
members joining Friendly Societies and shirking their obligations by allowing themselves to run out.
For instance, a member will join, paying an initiation fee of 10s., and will perhaps require the services of
a doctor, which he gets directly, and after he has received these services, say for an accouchement, he can
then leave the Lodge altogether; in fact, he could just join for the purpose of receiving this benefit. I
know we have suffered through that.
3000. In your Lodges do you have a uniform initiation fee ? Yes.
3001. And uniform contributions ? Yes..
3002. And uniform benefits ? Yes.
3003. What allowance do you make in case of sickness or accident? ' A' guinea for Sons, and 11s. for
Daughters.
3004. And what funeral donation in tho case of Sons ? £20. In some Divisions £25, and the sliding
scale goes up) as high as £30.
3005. And are you in favour of a uniform initiation fee ? Yes.
3006. And of uniform rates and benefits ? Yes.
3007. What is your opinion as to deciding disputes between members and the Division; are you in favour
of an Arbitration Board ? Yes, I am, decidedly,
3008.
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3008. That all matters o£ dispute shall be settled by arbitration rather than by going to a Court of law ?
Jf. Pidgeon.
I am.
3009. Mr. Langley.'] You liave informed the President that there is not much alteration as you think
required in the present iVicndly Societies Act: do you think it has been carried out by yourself or any 6
1SS2.
other officer connected with your Society? It has been carried out as far as I am concerned; lean
speak for myself, but as to the other officers of subordinate Lodges I cannot say.
3010. Have you been an officer of subordinate Lodge ? I have, yes.
3011. Do you think the present Act is workable in these clauses with regard to trustees ? Well, I do
not see that there is any great difficulty about the working of the Act.
3012. Did you, when an officer of subordinate Lodge, ever attempt to carry them out ? Yes, I believe
wo did do so.
3013. Did you ever, as an officer of subordinate Lodge, sec that ho moneys were disbursed but through the
trustees ? The ordinary working expenses, no ; the other money must come through the trustees; but
there is always a current amount kept to meet medical charges and so on.
3014. Eut the trustees have no dealing with that ? Ho.
'
3015. Then they do not carry out the requirements of the Act ? Well, they have no power over the
money in the treasurer’s hands.
3010. Then do you think it advisable to have an Act the provisions of which will be overridden and
neglected in this way ? Oh no.
3017. Would it not be wise to have an alteration in that ? I think, so far as that is concerned, it would
be wise to have an alteration.
3018. Mr. JSul/ic.] Is it within yonr knowledge that any of your Divisions have suspended sick pay ? Yes,
they have.
3019. And should a man get sick during that time, how is he paid ? He is not paid at all; but.I think
in the case in which it was done they endeavoured to make it up by private subscription.
3020. The funds of the Lodge were not sufficient? No.
3021. In the opening of new Lodges, is there any remission made of the entrance fee ? No.
3022. The full fees arc always charged ? Yes.
3023. Does the Grand Lodge bear any part of the expense of opening now Lodges ? They do, a little ;
but a charter fee is paid by the applicants, and other expenses incurred might be met partly out of the
Grand Division funds.
3024. Are yonr funds invested ? Yes, I believe they are.
3025. In the names of trustees ? Yes.
3026. How are they invested? In the Savings’ Eank, as a rule.
3027. Not otherwise ? I believe there is one instance where there is some money invested in a hall at
Balmain.
•
■
3028. Does that belong to a Division ? Yes, to the Division that lent the funds.
3029. Do your officers give security ? I think not, as a rule.
3030. You are not aware of any defalcations by any officer? Well, I have heard of a defalcation, hut I
know nothing of it officially. But there was a defalcation before tho Society was registered ; it has been
registered since.
3031. You do not know of it officially ? I know it by receiving tbe books of tho Division which has
'
collapsed.
3032. Was that defalcation made good? No, I believe not; it was to the amount of £9.
3033. You stated just now that all yonr contributions were the same, but they are not in all Divisions ?
All under my control.
3034. There are certain Divisions that have a sliding scale ? Yes.
3035. Are you acquainted with the working of that sliding scale? No, 1 never paid much attention to it.
3036. Then you would not be in a position to offer any opinion as to the amounts charged being sufficient
to meet the obligations ? No.
3037. Are you of opinion that it would be necessary to have an actuary to make calculations for proper
payments to Benefit Societies ? I think it would bo a benefit.
3038. Do you thiuk any Society should be registered that would not adopt some actuarial calculation ? .1
think they should not be registered or allowed to be in existence unless they were considered sound.
3039. Mr. Slade.] You spoke of one of your Divisions suspending benefits for a time ;—did they suspend
the law relating to sick pay for a time, or simply let it lie dormant ? Just so, they suspended it for a
fixed time.
3040. They were registered at the time, were they ? I am not in a position to say; they have been
registered since.
3041. You are aware that the Act provides that in all alterations of laws the members shall be summoned ?
Yes,
3042. Do you not consider that this was altering a law ? No.
3043. Then it was not done in the way of an alteration of the law, but was allowed to stand aside ? Yes ;
it was just suspended, and not altered in any wav.
3044. Mr. Gelding.] Is this (produced) a specimen of your book-keeping ? It is an abstract of tbe
quarterly returns.
3045. President] Do you wish to add anything to your evidence or make any suggestion or statement in
reference to this matter? No, I. do not think there is anything,
3046. If you thiuk of anything that strikes you, will you add it as an appendix to your evidence? I will,
_
with pleasure.

The Commission then adjourned until Friday, 10 February.

FRIDAY,
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tyxtemt:—

JOHN DAVIES,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GEEVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq..
JOHN SLADE. Esq., '

Esq,,

C.M.G., M.P.,

Chairman.

JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
P. B. HOLDSWOBTH, Esq,
E. J. EHBXE, Esq,

V. E. LANG-LEY, Esq.

Mr. William Owen Eoi s\Yorn and examined :—
Mr.
30-17. Chairman.] What office do you hold ? District Secretary of the Ancient Order of Foresters.
”, a -S'
H01|V ^ong have you held the office ? Nearly twenty-four years—since 1858.
iottv, loon 3019. How many subordinate Lodges are tinder your District? Twenty-one now; there is one under
10 nen, las- SUSpeilsjon,
3050. What is the gross number of members under your District or Grand Lodge ? 1,189 I think, by
the last returns.
J
"
3051. What is the total amount of the accumulated funds of the several Lodges ? You mean with the
District as well ?
'
3052. Yes, tho total value of the funds ? £8,870 17s. lOd.
.
3053. How are these funds invested ? Mainly in the Savings’ 'Hank, with the exception of the District
funds, which are invested in freehold property ; it is an investment of the Society in the hall.
3054. What was the total expenditure on accouut of sick pay and medical attendance duringlast year ?
I have not the returns in for last year.
"
3055. Could you tell us what it was for the previous year, 1880 ? I could not tell now—I have not the
hooks necessary to show it here.
'
3056. I suppose you would not be able to tell the Commission what the expenditure for management was
during that year? Not for all, but I could for the District and the Lodge I am a member of. Until
lately it has never been forwarded from the subordinate Branches or Courts.
3057. They did not make returns (hen ? I am not positive ; I believe there was a return last year, but
some of them filled them up so badly" and incorrectly that they were not published.
3058. Could you tell the amount paid on account of funeral donations last year ? Yes, £510.
3059. Could you tell the amount paid on account of sick pay ? I have not the returns in, and they will
not be in for another mouth.
’
3060. Would you have any objection to provide the information for the Commission ? Not the slightest.
3061. If you could do so in writing it could be appended to your evidence ? Yes.
■
3062. You have had a large experience in the working of Ei'iendly,Societies ? Yes, I think I know some
thing about them.
3063. In connection with your Order, has it at any time come under your notice that any of the sub
ordinate Lodges were in a position unable to meet their financial obligations ? I think there is one now,
hut never before.
3064. How does that arise? I. cannot say for a certainty, until I have seen the officers of the Branch ;
their idea is to wind up, as they have had so much had luck and sickness.3065. In connection with your Order, do you have uniform initiation fees in all the subordinate Lodges ?
Yes, all the same.
'
3066. And contributions ? No, I think each Branch has power to fix its own.
3067. Then they vary ? I believe they do.
3068. What are the contributions paid? The one I belong to pays 12 jd. a week, and there is a shilling
superannuation levy each quarter.
3069. What is it applied to ? When a member meets with an accident, or otherwise incapacitates him
self from doing his usual labour ho gets 6s. a week from this fund, and his contributions cease, while the
Branch furnishes him with medical attendance.
'
3070. From this fund? No, from their own funds.
3071. In the long experience you have had, have you found any difficulty or defect iu the present FriendlySocieties Act? No, I do not know that I have.
3072. You have not found any inconvenience in any way ? No.
3073. And you have not found it defective in affording protection to the members of your Order ? It has
never come to my knowledge.
3074. Do yon know of any particular in which the Act might be amended in order to make it more useful?
Yes, I tliink it should provide means for all Societies to pay an amount that would keep them perfectly
solvent, so as to give them the benefits they are promised. I think until the Act compels them to do that
they will not do it. In referring to graduated contributions, I think persons will go whore they can get
the best benefits, and if it were compulsory to charge graduated payments, there would ho no fear of
Societies not meeting their engagements.
3075. Then your are in favour of graduated payments? Yes, it is the only safe basis for a Society.
3076. Would you apply the same rule to initiation foes, ormake them uniform ? That would not so much
matter if the contributions were graduated.
3077. And what would be a fair contribution for a young man of twenty-one or twenty-two joining a
Lodge? Not less than 8d. nor more than lOd.
3078. And a man of thirly ? 13jd. or lid.
3079. And at the age of forty ? From the age of thirty-six I think they should rise to Is. Od., but I
would not admit members over forty on any account. It has come under my notice that when Societies
have graduated contributions that their funds are in a most flourishing condition.
3080. Can you tell me the number of members initiated into the Order during last year ? 291 admitted
during the year.
3081. How many have been suspended or expelled daring that time for non-payment of dues ? Ninety.
3082. Any others expelled? There has been one expelled in one of the country Branches. There have
been twenty deaths of members, and nine of members’ wives during tbc year.
3083.
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•30S3. You do not know the average per member sick pay ? I could not tell now, hut I will forward it to
W. O. Fox.
the Commission as soon as I get it.
3084. And in any other particular can you suggest an amendment of the Act ? I cannot call it to
10 Feb., 1882.
mind just now.
3085. In reference to dealing with matters of dispute what arrangements have you? We have an
Arbitration Committee of twelve, appointed yearly.
3086. Do they settle all matters of dispute? Yes; but each of the Subordinate Courts has an Appeal
Committee of its own.
3087. Then you do not resort to the Law Courts to decide disputes? JTo.
3088. How do you find this act ? Extremely well.
3039. Have you or any of your Secretaries or office-bearers had occasion to summon any of your members
for nonpayment of contributions ? No, not in the Branch to which I belong.
3090. Mr. Orevilh^] You spoke of a Society which was unable to meet its financial engagements? Yes,
I did.
3091. Under the rules of your Order, what protection is there lo.thcmembers who have been contri
buting ? Well, there is a rule that members ■can apply, by clearance, to be admitted into other Branches,
and should they*fail to gain admittance there is a provision that they can fall on the District.
3092. Will the nonfulfilment of its financial obligations cause aily injury to its members ? I cannot say
exactly until I see the hooks ; I only know of it by word of mouth now.
■
3093. Does the fact of a Lodge not being able to fulfil its financial obligations cause hardship to the
members ? It would, of course, if any of them foil sick.
3094. Will the Grand Lodge step in and protect these members ? They would have to apply to be
admitted into others first, and if they could not gain admittance the District would take them. The only
hardship there would be is that members might be sick at the time and the Lodge be unable to pay them.
3095. Will the Grand Lodge or any other body find the contributions for these sick members ? Oh yes ;
but there is a contribution to be paid to the District as well.*
3090. What 1 want to arrive at is whether the members of the Lodges are protected in case of a Lodge
being unable to meet its financial engagements ? As I said before, they are, by getting clearances to be
admitted to other Branches, and in case they cannot get admitted they can fall back on the District. They
do not sutler, as a matter of course.
3097. Can the District Lodge refuse to take these members ? No.
3098. Mr. Langley.'} Following up that question—suppose a Lodge breaks up, who is to grant the
clearances ? The members apply for clearances beforehand,
3099. But I speak of a member who is a distance away; is there any way in which he can come on the
Grand Lodge or District? As a matter of course every member would know of the business to be
transacted.
3100. I am sure you must know that that is impossible in one sense. I am speaking of a man up in the
country, while often in town there are numbers of members who do not know what goes on? Wc have
never had a case of this kind; Branches that could not manage before have amalgamated with those that
could. The only answer I can give is what the rule says.
3101. I simply ask, if a member is up the country and cannot get a clearance, what protection would he
get ? He would have equal rights with other members ; those out of town are protected just as much as
those in it, the main fact being that we would not debar him from his rights.
3102. Are you acquainted with the Friendly Societies Act ? Partly. I am not particularly acquainted
with it.
3103. Do you carry on your business under the Act ? Yes.
3104. Do you carry out the provisions of that Act ? I do.
3105. Would you be kind enough to look at the provisions referring to Trustees, and say if it is possible
to carry them out, or whether you carry them out ? I do not see what yon mean. I believe they are
carried out, from what I see.
.
3106. Do all the moneys of your Order pass through the bauds of the Trustees ? No; only the surplus
funds.
3107. If the Act says that all moneys must pass through the bands of the Trustees, do you carry that out ?
Decidedly not, because it is impossible,
3108. Then in that case if the law provides that it should be done------ ? It is wrrong—you could not
possibly do it.
3109. If that is the case, do you think the Act requires amendment ? Oh yes, that provision cannot be
carried out; at least it could, I suppose, but it would cost a deal of time, trouble, and expense.
3110. Do you think it advisable to nave a lengthy Act such as this, or a short Act laying down broad
principles, on which the Societies should be formed ? It is,too long ; a person sitting down to it would
’ not know what was being done when be got half through.
3111. Then do you think it would be advisable, if your idea were carried out, that the Societies should
make up their own details of working ? I believe they do that now.
_ 3112. But they are subject to a certain extent to this Act, which is said to override them ? But I take
the Act as regards the investment of funds and the appointment of Trustees ; for the little details I
think myself Societies should be competent to appoint officers to carry on the ordinary affairs.
3113. Then you are in favour of all the details, with the exception of the broad principles regarding
contributions, &c., being left in the hands of the Societies themselves ? Fes ; provided the Act laid down
fixed contributions and benefits, so that the contributions shall meet the benefits.
3114. Then do you think that if a new Act should provide for the financial security, and leave the details
of working out to the Societies themselves, it would be sufficient? I think it would be a great benefit to
the Societies,
3115. Would it be advisable to have a revising barrister or some authority outside the Lodges to examine
the constitutions or by-laws—the rules under which you work ? Well, I have been in Court and heard
cases being tried in which the Judge got hold of the rules and said ho never saw such a pack of rubbish
in his life ; now if they are understood like that, I think it would be advisable to have them revised by a
barrister.
3116.
* Nora (on revision) :—The District finds the sick pay for all who becoroe District members, on paying the contributions
pursuant to the rules.
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Mr.
3116. As far as you are aware, do you think as at present situated the Friendly Societies as a whole are
W. O.Fox.

in a sound financial position ?

No, X do not; of course 1 cannot speak from absolute knowledge,hut that
•
3117. Do you know of any reason why it should be so ? Yes, from the ridiculous way in which they were
started, taking men in at any age and without passing the doctor.
‘
3118. May I ask if you know of a case such as you mention in which any Friendly Society has taken
members without passing the doctor ? J can only speak from hearsay.
3119._ Mr. Rubio] Have you a fixed scale of weekly payments ? No, each Branch settles its own rate of
contributions.
3120. You are not the Secretary of a working Court F 1 am of the District, and of one of the
Branches.
’
3121. What does that Branch pay per week P 12id., and Is. a quarter to the Superannuation Fund.
3122. Has that Superannuation money accumulated to any large amount ? To something like £1,470 at
the close of last year.
.
3123. Is that in the hands of trustee? ? Yes,
3124. Bearing interest ? Yes.
312-j. And what is that money applied for? The payment of members who become disabled through
accident from following their usual occupation.
3126. That is, he gets this money as long as he lives ? Yes.
3127. And when he dies he gets the funeral donation P Yes.
3128. And medicine and medical attendance ? Yes, from the Branch to which he belongs.
3129. And have you found this fund sufficient to carry out this benefit? Up to the present time it has
been sufficient.
3130. And what number of members have you taking benefit from it ? Wc paid £314 16s. last year from
that fund.
3131. You said that you thought that in any amendment of the present Act there should he a scale of
contributions; that would of course necessitate an actuarial calculation as to the acres. &c., of the members0
Yes.
'
3132. Are you in a position to supply the Commission with the ages of all the members belonging to your
Order at their initiation? Oh yes.
3133. And you think a graduated scale would work well ? It is bound to work well. I believe all Branches
in the old country that have adopted it are very prosperous.
3134. You think there would be little difficulty in finding members capable of carrying out the system ?
Well, of course it requires some little knowledge of figures, but they would soon get "into it.
3135. Then you arc of opinion that in any new' Act there should be a minimum scale of contributions and
benefits, so that auy body of men adopting that scale would be almost certain to keep solvent ? Yes, but
1 would not have a graduated scale of benefits as well as of contributious.
3136. Do not you think a graduated scale of payments could be made ivithout any initiation fees? No,
I think there should be something paid for initiation, because there are certain expenses attending the
initiation of a. member.
3137. In opening new Lodges how are the expenses borne ? The expenses in Sydney are very light—the
members all do the work free. All they have to pay for is the hooks, and if they require regalia they
wait a bit until they can get it.
3138. How much would that be ? If they get the sot, from £4 to £5.
3139. Is it compulsory on your members to get regalia afterwards? No, it is uot compulsory, but they
do do it. I have never known one Branch to hurt the funds through buying regalia.
3140. Do they not take the cost out of the funds ? They do, but a subscription is sometimes made up to
pay for it.
”
3141. Are your funds kept separate for each benefit ? Yes.
3142. During your experience have there been many lawsuits in your body ? Not amongst the members;
I do not know7 of one case. There was one a little time ago, but not amongst us,
3143. You have settled all disputes in your own body ? Yes,
3144. And you think it would be judicious to allow it in future ? Yes.
3145. Without any appeal to law ? Without any appeal to law.
3146. Mr. Rowland ] How many Districts are there in your Society in the Colony ? One.
3147. And how many Lodges ? Twenty-two, one of which is under suspension.
3148. How7 are the District Officers elected ? Annually.
3149. At the Annual Meeting? Yes, from the representatives of the various Courts.
3150. And how many representatives attend this Annual Meeting? Two for every fifty members m a
Branch.
3151. What would be the probable expense of that Annual Meeting ? Well, the Branches pay their own '
Deputies ; I do not know whal they pay.
3152. How are the meetings held, in the evening or in the day? In the evening, about half-past 7,
3153. Have you any idea what is the management expense of your Society ? I could not tell you per _
member; I made a rough calculation this week, and made it a little over"9 per cent, of the income; I
could not say however that that is correct, as I have not checked it.
3154. You have included in that only the actual management expenses ? That is all.
3155. In making the calculations I presume you took the management expenses of the Lodges as well as
of the District ? No, that is for the District alone.
3156. Then the management expenses of the Lodges would come in again? Yes.
3157. Do you know what they would be? T know the one to which 1 .belong; I think it is about 61 per
cent.
3158. Chairman] What Lodge is that ? Court Robin Hood.
3159. Mr. Newlani] Could we accept of that Lodge as a fair sample of the rest of your Lodges? I could
not say, but would be able to say if I got the returns in for last year.
.
3160. What does your Society pay the doctor and chemist per annum per 'member ? 28s. at the present
time.

101'eb.fI882. is my opinion. As far as I know, I believe a great many of them are not.

3161. How did yomarrive at the conclusion that a-member joining at’the age of twenty-one should pay 8d.,
seeing that you pay nearly'7d. for medical expenses alone ? The young men are not so liable to sickness,
as the older members.
'3162.
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3162. Do any of your Societies have quarterly levies for their members ? Not that I am aware of.
rPffox
3163. They have a fixed scale of contributions and no levies ? Tes.
1 '
'
3164. You stated that a person had pointed out to you a Society that was admitting members without ioyvb'""lS82
being examined; did you put any faith in that statement? No, I said a man was pointed out to me who
’’
it was said had been admitted without medical examination.
3165. Did you think it possible that any Society was admitting members without examination, unless they
were honorary members ? I do not know; a few years ago the thought struck me that some Societies
were very anxious to get members for the sake of numbers.
3166. In your experience have any of the officers of your Societies misappropriated any of the Lodge
funds ? No, not to my own knowledge.
3167. ITr. Slada.'} Does the Society you belong to very largely favour the scheme of graduated payments?
I do not know; I have heard the officers of several Branches advocating it very strongly.
3168. I mean the Order as a whole, in Great Britain • what is the practice there ? It is not compulsory,
but the Executive Committee advocate it very strongly.
3169. There is a return before me which bears on its face the statement that the Order to which you
belong expends as much as 51 per cent, of its income for management. As far as you know is that
correct ? No it is not.
3170. Ju addition to the other advantages of superannuated members, do they not receive the money
without supervision ; they are not subject to the usual overlooking of sick visitors ? Oh no.
317L They are at liberty to do what they like, without any supervision ? Yes.
3172. Dp to the time a member is superannuated be is subject to all the supervision of a member on the
sick fund ? Yes.
3173, What is the practice up to tho time he becomes superannuated ? If he is on the funds, there are
certain rules bo must be guided by; for instance, he must not be out after a certain hour at night, or do
anything to retard his recovery.
_
_
_
3174. With regard to an Arbitration Committee, are you in favour of any superior Arbitration Board as
a Court of Einal Appeal, to prevent litigation ? That might be a benefit, but it would cause a deal of
time and unnecosary trouble, because the members composing the Board would not he aware of the other
Societies’ rules.
_
3175. Do you think the powers possessed by the Societies are sufficient to meet all cases ? I think so.
3176. And tlieir decisions should be made final ? I think so.
3177. Mr. Gelding.] You are District Secretary of the Ancient Order of Yoresters ? Yes.
3178. You have stated in your evidence that the subordinate Lodges during the past year have not made
returns to you ? Not yet; they are not due until March 1st.
3179. Did you not as District Secretary have the power to fine all these Lodges ? Yes.
3180. Did you fine them ? Yes, they were fined.
_
3181. Have yon a Widow and Orphan Fund attached to your Society? Not financially attached, although
none may join it unless they belong to the Order; there is a separate Widow and Orphan Fund.
3182. Does your Society admit members at half-fees when new Lodges are opened ? Yes.
3183. Is it a universal practice for new Lodges to avail themselves of that rule? I know nothing to the
contrary.
3184. What is your opinion of the justice of the rule? I think it is radically wrong.
3185. What sick pay do your Lodges grant for the first twenty-six weeks ? 10s. after six months’
membership, and after twelve months a pound or a guinea a week.
3186. What sick pay does the District allow sick members who become District members ? 15s.
3187. No matter how long they may he members of the Society ? No, we have nothing to limit that.
3188. Then virtually a member, when a Lodge breaks up and he has to join the District, loses 5s. a week?
Precisely; it would not do for the District to hold out a premium to a Court to break up.
3189. 1 presume your answer in reference to Societies having a graduated scale had no reference to
Societies in New South Wales ? One of our Societies—Court Sydney—adopts it with new members.
3190. How is it found to act in that case ? There is a rule in the District giving the Societies power to
fix the rate of contribution.
3191. Could you furnish the Commission with the experience of that particular Lodge on these graduated
contributions, or get the Lodge to do so, for five years past ? I think they have not had it for that
length of time.
3192. How long have they been in existence ? Since the year 1848 or 1845.
3193. You are not prepared to give us any information as to the valuableness
of the sliding scale,as
adopted by this Lodge ? No.
...
3194. Is this sliding scale adopted generally by the Branches of your Order in G-reat Britain? I think
not; it is not compulsory, unless there is a late rule to that effect.
_
3195. In fixing these rates, have you based your calculation on what would he a proper estimate for New
Soutli Wales, or from the estimate adopted in Great Britain ? As a matter of course the contributions in
the old country are never so great as 134d. The reason I named that is that one of the Melbourne
Courts belonging to the Order pays about these rates and the funds of that Lodge are in a very
flourishing condition, having nearly £12 per member.
3196. I presume you have seen the English tables of sliding scales ? Yes.
_
3197. A nd are you aware that to secure the same benefits as we receive here a man who was thirty years of
age would have to pay 2s. fid. a week—have you tested that question ? No, I have not.
3198. I presume you are aware that in Great Britain the medical attendance is simply given to the
member himself, and not to his wife and family; and hence that a medical man there is able to attend
much more cheaply than here ? Yes.
3199. And that naturally would lower the contribution rate ? Yes.
3200. Has the Kegistrar ever called you to account for not sending in proper returns ? No, never.
3201. Have yon ever studied the question of the-sickness and death rate in New South Wales, why it has
been so low ? No, I have not.
_
3202. Is it within your experience that where a population is very small the sickness and mortality is
much less than in great cities ? No doubt it is, but I could not say.
3203. Then supposing the present rate of contribution met present liabilities, as the country becomes
more populated would not increased rates of contribution be wanted to meet the increasing amount of
sickness ? Possibly,
.
3204.
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Qfrp0J. 3204. W hen members are paid from the superannuation fund you stated that tho Lodges have to supply
medical benefits. Do you think that the Lodges ought to pay 7s. a quarter for a member without
,, 18S2. receiving any contributions from him ? Before this fund was in existence the Lodges had a rule by which
they were compelled to pay 5s. or Gs, ns long as a member's illness lasted ; but now they save this money,
although it certainly docs not seem just on the face of it. I think some provision ought to he made to
meet that case.
3205. Do you not think that, considering the importance of the Friendly Societies in Lew South Wales
at the present time, a special Departmental Branch should be instituted by tho Government to conduct them
and to take cognizance of all matters relating to the Societies ? I hardly know, but I do not tbink there
should be any interfering with the internal management, of the Societies.
■
320G. I presume you are aware that ever since the present Eegistrar has been in office an annual return
has been submitted to t'arhament ? X do not know whether it has or not; 1. believe it is a matter of
importance that the Registrar should compile a proper return from the forms furnished by the Govern
ment to the Societies.
'
3207. Then you believe a vast improvement maybe made in tho form of these annual returns ? Tes, I
believe the Branch Lodges should ho responsible to their officers and those officers responsible to the
Registrar for the correctness of the returns.
3208. Then in order to carry out these things efficiently do you not think a Registrar should be specially
appointed to superintend these affairs ? Yes, I think it would be a benefit.
.
3200, And do you not think, considering tho importance of lfriendhr Societies, that their rules should be
registered free of charge ? Yes.
"
3210. How much have you paid during tho past year for registration fees ? I could not say for the
Branches. I believe about three Branches have been formed.
’
3211. Bach of your Lodges has separate rules for its local government p Yes.
3212. Do you certify them ? Xo.
3213. You know nothing of them then ? T gone rally have a copy.
3214. Do you not certify that they arc in conformity with the general rules ? Lo,
3215. How do you know that they are in conformity p I take it that that is part of the Registrar’s duty.
3216. Has the Registrar never refused to certify by-laws without your signature? Lo, I am not aware
that he has ever done anything of the sort for any Society,
"
3217. JLTr. Abigail^] How are the returns sent in from your Subordinate Lodges—to you or to the
Registrar direct? ^ Well, 1 am not responsible. Sometimes they come to me, but they should go direct
from the Secretaries to the Registrar.
3218. When they come to you what do yon do with thorn ? Simply put a cover on and forward them to
tho Registrar.
.
3219. You have seen some of them, X suppose P Yes.
3220. Do you find them as a rule correct in the various particulars ? Well the balances generally tally,
but I could not state whether they aro right or wrong.
3221. Would you favour one central person receiving these returns and being held responsible for their
correctness ? Yes, 1 believe they should come to the District Officers.
3222. You have in funds something like £8,870 for 1,480 members; that is representing sick allowance
and all benefits ? That is the total amount of the funds.
.
3223. Is that amount available for all the benefits of all the members represented in that 1,480? Yes, if
they comply with the rules.
3224. Is that amount in the hands of the District ? Lo, of trustees ; the Branches have of course their
own funds.
3225. This amount represents the accumulated funds of all the Branches ; is that so ? Yes, that is
something over £6,000.
3226. Then if one Lodge fails to meet its liabilities, can it go on the next Lodge? No.
322/. Then this money is not available tor all the members ? Only just so far as it belongs to the various
Branches ; some Lodges are stronger than others.
3228. What I want to ascertain is, whether the funds of a prosperous Lodge arc available for sick benefits
for a Lodge with poor funds ? Most decidedly not.
3229. Have some of your Lodges seceded ? Yes, two have seceded during the last three years.
3230. Were their funds low or flourishing ? One was very flourishing—the one in I’arramatta.
3231. They took their funds with them ? Yes, their own funds.
3232. Have you known any injury result to any of the Lodges by the Treasurer paying the various
amounts instead of the trustees ? No,
*
“
8233. Do you attach much importance to the trustees paving the amounts instead of the Treasurer ? No,
I think not.
“
3234. Do you take bonds from all your Treasurers ? Yes.
3235. Would you favour an annual audit by a public officer of the accounts of the various Societies ?
Well, I do not know whether that would como in the category of the Registrar's duties.
3236. But would you favour it ? Yes, I think it would he a very good thing.
3237. You would favour a penalty for not sending in correct returns ? Oh yes.
3238. I ou attach some importance to thorn ? Yes, without being correct they arc of no value whatever.
3239. Are the Lodges under your control making a fair advance in the accumulation of funds ? Yes, I
think so.
3240. Have you worked out in any way what you consider the accumulation of liabilities ? No, I have
not—it is a very hard thing to work out.
3241. Supposing a Lodge is flourishing, having about 180 or 190 members, and that it should meet all
its liabilities for the year, and add (say) £100toits funds, do you think that would be sufficient to meet all
accumulated liability ? I think it is very good where a Society has been established a generation and has
a good fund at its back. I think it is perfectly solvent. Some of them have been established oyer thirty
years and have over a thousand pounds ; I think that is very good.
3242. Could you state how many members have been suspended or expelled during the last five years ?
I could not tell.
3243. I understood you to say that you know of no cases in which the funds have been misappropriated P
I know of no case.
3244.
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3244. Mr. Hold.morth] You stated your members to be 1,480, and the deaths 20 during the past year;
Mr.
that is just equal to about fourteen in the thousand; was that exceptional as far as the death rate is
^'0Iconcerned ? Tes, during the last two years it was the heaviest amount we ever paid.
3245. Mr. Gelding.'] "What has been the cause of the exceptionally heavy rate ? I do not know, it is not10 Feb''1882,
the aged members.
3246. Mr. Abigail.] Out of the 290 admitted during last year, are a large proportion young members?

Yes,
3247. Mr. Langleyd] May lash if, in your experience, you have found that there is a larger outlay for sick
benefits and medical attendance for members between thirty-five and forty-five than between twenty-five
and thirty-five ? Kb, my opinion is that a man is not set well until he is twenty-five.
3248. Do you find you pay more for medicine and medical attendance for members between thirty-five and
forty-five than for those between twenty-five and thirty-five ? I could not toll, but I could get the infor
mation, but I know that during tho last two years the deaths have not been those of the old members.
3249. President.] Have you any suggestions to offer to the Commission before you leave ? Ho, notbing ■
beyond what I Lave already said.
The Commission then adjourned until Tuesday, 14 February.

■

(TUESDAY, 14 FEBRUARY, 1882.

present;—

JOHN

DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.E., President.

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
E. GBEVILIE, Esq., J.P.,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
E. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
P. R. HOLDSWORTH, Esq,,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
E. J. RUBLE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr. John Hampton sworn and examined:—
Mr.
3250. President.] What Society do you represent ? The Royal Foresters.
J. Hampton.
3251. What office do you hold? District Secretary,
14FoCl882.
3252. How long have you held the office ? Fifteen years on and off.
3253. Have you held any other office ? Treasurer.
3254. How long ? Only one year.
3255. Before or since ? Before.
3256. Then you have acquired a large knowledge and experience of tho working of Friendly Societies ?
With nw own Society.
3257. What number of members have you ? 1,400.
3258. What is the total amount of reserve funds ? I cannot tell what belongs to the different Branches—
of this I have no knowledge, because each Branch is separate to itself; but the amount of funds and
property in cash "belonging to the district of which I am Secretary amounts to nearly £9,000.
3259. That docs not include any of the moneys in the private Lodges? Certainly not.
3200. How is that sum invested ? At the Jast balance in December there was cash in the Savings’ Bank
to the amount of £1,193 13s. lid.; in the Treasurer’s hands, £132 17s. 7d.; that was belonging to one
fund. Then wo have recently started a Widow and Orphan Fund, in which we have £165 16s lOd
having just started it two years.
3261 And how do you make up the balance of the £9,000 ? There is the land and buildings; the land
nnln uSti y ",c"ardsoi:i & Wrench at £7,500, and the stock in hand and property amounts to £120.
3262. Where is the property ? In Castlerengh-street.
.
onp?"
j8
iUI1d available for tho subordinate Lodges ? For every one of them in case of deaths.
3-64. lor deaths only ? We have one or two members we have to pay sick iiay to.
3265. And what do your subordinate Lodges contribute to this general fund? 2s. a quarter for each
imanciaL member.
3266. Have they to pay any other contributions besides that? Yes; they have to contribute towards
those members I have referred to who have received this pay, sometimes as high as 3d. or 4d. a year.
Unee a year I make a levy to pay these members who are those who have fallen out of Courts that have
broken up.
3267. This 8s. a year is the contribution towards the Funeral Fund? Yes.
3268. Do you know the total amount paid for medical attendance and medicine ? They average 5s Gd
and 6s. a quarter. I do not know the total amount.
e
■
•
3269. Could you tell me what was paid during the previous year ? No.
8?75!'- C°,uld1 younten ra® the amount paid on account of side pay ? I could not. Mr. Oliver has a return
°±
; he* has them all m for last year; I am only Secretary as far as the funerals go.
3271. What number of deaths were there last year? The amount paid on nine deaths of women and
nme men was £360 3s. ,d In the previous year we had a much higher rate; we had sixteen women
and fourteen men, the total paid being £573 10s. 6d.
3272. What number of members were initiated during last year? I can tell you the number we had
clear at the end of the year, At the close of IS80 we had 1,308, and at the close of 1881 we had 1400
members ; there was a clear increase of ninety-two members.
.
5
Si273;
7,0Ur Society been inexistence in this Colony? I know it was registered first in
nbout ISbi, but it had been in existence ten or twelve year a then,
*
3274. What is the largest number of members you have Lad at any time? This is the largest number;
at the close of 18/9 we had only 1,200 members.
°
oo7^' \ suPPose.-vourhav(J paid a good deal of attention to the Friendlv Societies Act ? No, not much
1, .V
, T riCt Seci;ctar-V, y°u have had to make up tho returns? Only my own returns- the
subordinate Lodges send in their own returns.
J
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Mr.
3277. Arc the moneys that have accrued invested in the hands of trustees ? Yes.
J. Hampton. 3278. For the IWeral Fund ? For the Funeral Fund that is.
t
3279, Have you experienced any inconvenience in carrying out your duties, or any defectin the Act ?
14 Fob., 1882.
j.pQ ioasf;
3280. Do you think the Act affords sufficient protection to the members of the different Friendly
Societies ? I have never found any complaint against it,
3281. Have you ever had any subordinate Lodge in connection with your District in such a position as
not to pay its demands to tho members ? Yes,
.
3282. How long ago ? The last occasion was about three years ago.
3283. "What was the nature of the circumstances ? Badly looked after by tho officers.
3284. And was it dissolved ? So far that all the members in the Court getting defunct are allowed to
belong to other Lodges and throw their clearances into that.
3285. Then the Lodge became defunct? The Lodge became defunct and wore drafted into other Lodges;
the sick members came upon the District.
_
_
3286. Do you know of your own knowledge the particulars that brought about the dissolution of the
Lodge? Merely the neglect of the officers in keeping the members together.
3287. What is the amount of contributions paid ? A shilling a week, and a shilling a quarter—tho
shilling a quarter being for funeral money.
3288. Have you a uniform contribution ? No; if the members find the funds decreasing, the rules allow
them to increase it.
3289. There is a discretionary power then ? Yes.
3290. The initiation fees, are they of a similar character? Oh yes, they are fixed by the District; they
have been broken on several occasions by resolution.
3291. But are they fixed by the District as a uniform scale? Yes.
3292. No subordinate Lodge can alter them? No, except on the opening of new Branches; though
country Lodges have been allowed the privilege of taking them in at less than tho fees set down here.
3293. Have you found this uniform scale to work satisfactorily ? Yes, it is according to age.
3294. Do you approve of a uniform scale of contributions ? Oh certainly.
3295. And you approve of that system ? Yes.
3296. Your District Lodge does not issue by-laws to every Lodge ? Every one of them—they are formed
by a Committee for each Branch.
3297. Then you have a uniform code of rules? Yes, a uniform code of rules. AYe have altogether
■
twenty-two Branches—twenty-one in this Colony, and one in Brisbane ; and wo have the same rules for
.
. each of the Branches issued by tho Supreme Lodge.
3298. And that is found to work well ? Found to work well.
3299. Aud in each case does the subordinate Lodge, without wishing to register their rules, present a copy
of these rules for registration ? Yes.
_
_
3300. Then you know of no case in which the Act has been found to be defective ? Not in any case ; the
Registrar objected to one rule very lately, but 1 found he had registered eighteen Branches with these
rules ; that was in reference lo summoning members who have left Ihoir arrears behind them. Ho
objected to register these rules. According to these rules, as they aro here, it is enacted that “Any
member being in arrears, either for contributions, fines, or property (and not paying the same within
twelve months after having been suspended by his Branch), the Trustees shall take legal proceedings
against him for the recovery of the amount due up to date of suspension.’’
3301. Do you approve of this power being vested in the officers ? Most certainly, we need a certain
liability for every member ; we have to pay for doctors and medicine during the quarter, and we have to
pay the levy for funerals. I think it would be unjust to disallow it, just for the quarter though.
3302. How do yon deal with disputes? The member aggrieved can bring the matter before his own
Branch, and then before the Hi strict—their decision being final.
3303. You have no Board of Arbitration? It is put, first of all, before a Committee, which we cal! the
Committee of Control, and they report to the Districts.
3304. Then you do not go to the Courts to settle disputes ? No, we settle all our own disputes.
3305. Mr. Abigail^ I understood you to say that you could not say anything as to the working of the
subordinate Lodges, as to the details ? Oh, I belong to a subordinate Lodge.
3306. Can you give information as to the working of any number of subordinate Lodgesunder your
jurisdiction ? If I knew what you meant I could answer you.
3307. Are you in a position to say if in any of tho Lodges the funds have been misappropriated byany of
tho officers ? I do not think they ever have.
3308. Neither Trustees nor Treasurers ? No.
3309. Do not the returns from subordinate Lodges come to you ? They have lately; previous to that
they have been sent to mo, and I have sent them to Mr. Oliver.
3310. And when they fail to send any returns do you punish them ? Tho law says they shall be punished,
but they never have been.
3311. Could you tell me how many Lodges have made default-in sending in returns ? Last year not one,
but some of them did not come in until December.
3312. In 1879 ? They did not get them till as late as November.
3313. Mr. Oliver states that eight made default in 1879 ? He simply states what is wrong.
3314. Are the returns when sent in substantially correct? Yes, I make them so, or have them made so,
before sending them to Mr. Oliver.
3315. Are you called upon to make many corrections? Sometimes.
3316. Are they audited ? Yes.
3317. And yet you find them incorrect? Yos, sometimes.
3318. Do you think it would be well to have a Government Audit? I should have no objection; my
opinion is that the fault lies in the want of efficient officers.
3319. You are in favour of a uniform contribution ? I am.
3320. That is for a man at eighteen to pay the same as a man at forty ? Just the same, because he gets
the same amount.
3321. Does the Society incur tho same liabilities ? Except in the death of the wife.
3322. Do you find the sickness in connection with your Courts as much with the younger members as the
aged ? More so as a rule.
3323.

107

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMKISSION—MINUTES OF EYIDENCE.

Mr.
3323. This £9,000 you have in hand as a District Fund, that is only available for the deaths of these
J. Hampton.
1.400 members? And of their wives.
....
jv
ti
3324. In the case of any Lodge seceding or breaking up, is it possible for any of the members to suffer the U Feb., 1882.
loss of the benefits they have paid for ? If they secede they lose all their benefits; but if a Dranch
breaks up we take care of them.
3325. Have you had any Courts secede ? Yes, one.
3320. Was it a prosperous one? It was, and is.
3327. They took their funds with them ? They did not properly secede—they were suspended; they did
not get back any sum they had paid to the District.
_
.
3328. In any case where a Lodge falls through for want of funds, can its members fail ? No, mno ease
whatever; they have tho privilege of electing which Branch they think proper, and that Brandi must take

them in,
,
3329. Who pays the moneys in connection with your Courts to tho sick members or doctors ? there are
men appointed.
3330. What are their titles ? Woodwards; the Treasurer pays it to them.
3331. You have Trustees ? Yes.
3332. They do not pay ? No.
...
3333. Are you aware that the Act makes provision for the Trustees to pay all theseiamounts r it may
'be there, but I do not know it.
.
..
,
3334. Do you take bonds from these men who disburse the funds ? Sometimes, if we can get them. _ ^
3335. Have you known any case where any wrong has been done by misusing this fund by these parties ?
I wish to recall one word. I know that one of the Secretaries had been receiving moneys which be never
paid in ; be had received money on behalf of country members which he kept to his own use, and he was
ospollcd*
3336. Were the police employed ? No, he was let off, as he had thirteen children, and the Court thought
expulsion was a sufficient penalty.
■
3337. That is the only case you know of? No others.
3338. Have you had any inconvenience from these parties disbursing, the moneys ? No.
3339. Do you know of any case where members have paid contributions and not had them entered on the
pence card ? No, except in this case, and in it the money was sometimes sent by post office order, or the
member met tbe Secretary in tbe street.
3340. And in this case he lost that ? Yes.
_
3341. What is your opinion as to the general prosperity of your Courts? Some of them are doing very
well, and some are in a very poor state.
o tvt j.
3342. Can you give us tho money per head per member of any of those that arc in a poor state? Lot
just now, I could not; I should say there were half a. dozen uot very rich in funds out of the twentytwo.
.
3843. You could do that in a-return and give the names ? I could for last year, not for this.
3344. Mr. Holdsioorth] In 1880 I think you said there were sixteen wives died ? Yes.
3345. Have you any idea what the proportion of married people is in your Order ? About three-quarters
I should think.
3346. You have not a large proportion of young members then ? No, not now.
3347. That I take to be a very exceptional rate ? Yes, it was.
. <
3348. You say you have some Lodges in a poor state; is there any special reason for this ? Yes, old
members, when they get too old to work, go on the sick funds, and I have known there to be two or three
all the time, who receive a guinea a week for twenty-six weeks and then reduced pay.
.
3349. Have you given any consideration to the question of superannuating old members ? Yes, I intend
to bring it forward Ibis year.
.
3350. You are m favour of it ? Yes, I am determined to have it carried if possible.
3351. 3fr. Zemgley.] What is your opinion as to the advisability of sending in the returns separately
from the subordiuate Lodges to tbe Eegistrar; do you tbink it would be better to have the whole of
them go through the central body ? Yes, but tbe Branches being separate, I tbink it is advisable they
should send in a separate return ; but if you could get them in in proper time, it is only right that tbe
Corresponding Secretary should make a collective return from these.
_
3352. If the law compels each Court to separately register their by-laws, and those by-laws and constitu
tion are all the same, do you not think it a waste of time and money ? Well, I think so, because we
worked well enough without that—the District used to register the old laws, and all acted by them.
3353. And you think it would be better to have oue registration only ? Yes.
3354. And one set of returns sent in ? Yes.
_
_
3355. Would you be in favour of having those returns properly tested? Yes, but tho difficulty is to get
them tested.
3356. But the laws of your Society say it shall he done? Yes, but the Secretaries in some cases have not
the ability to do it.
_
_
3357. If tbe law compels this separate registration and separate returns, you think in that it requires
amendment? Yes.
3358. Mr. BuMc.'j You hold land to the value of £7,000; is that part of the gross total of £9,000?
Yes.
_
3359. Has that been accumulated by the pence of the members, or is it simply the increased value of the
land ? Partly each.
3360. How much of the £9,000 has been put to the reserve fund by the increased value of the land ? I
think the property has cost us altogether about £2,500.
3361. So you have a profit of £5,000? Wc have a profit of £5,000; I may say tbe first year I was .
appointed Secretary wc had only about £94 in funds altogether; wc have now got in actual funds without
this property nearly £1,500 in actual cash, besides the £2,500 the property has cost.
3362. You said you were in favour of a uniform rate of payments and a sliding scale of initiation fees ;
have you ever paid any attention to the fact that in the old country Societies arc working with a slidingscale of paymonis ? 1 have heard so.

35(>3. How do you think it would work hero ? ]. do not believe in it.
3364.
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3364. Considering the immense amount at stake, do yon think it would be judicious for the Government
J. Hampton, to have a Department specially to take cognizance of these Societies ? It might be.
3365. Would it not keep them within bounds ? In a measure.
14 Feb., 1882. 3366. The mode of arbitration, if I understand you aright, is simply if a member has a complaint he
refers it---------? To his own Branch first, and if dissatisfied with that he can bring it before this
Committee, and then it is referred to the District, and that is final.
'
3367. Would you he in favour of a Court of Arbitration formed of delegates from the various Friendly
Societies ? I would rather that every dispute should be decided within its own constitution.
3368. Mr. Neivland.] I see in tho balance sheet here there is an item of £34 13s. paid for sick pay; how
does that appear in the District accounts ? I explained to tho Chairman just now—that where a Court
ceased to exist for want of funds the members were placed on the District.
3369. What are the payments in your Branches ? A shilling a week and a shilling a quarter.
3370. And do you find that sufficient to pay all expenses and have a reserve fund ? No, most decidedly;
but we have power to raise it by the Constitution.
3371. Mr. Slade.'] When did I understand you to say Richardson & Wrench made tliis valuation? At
the end of last year.
3372. In your balance sheet for 1880 the same land is valued at £3,000 ? That was our own valuation ;
in fact prior to that being made out wo had been offered £4,000 for it, and we put the amount down at
£1,000 less than we had been offered.
3373. You made a remark that you seldom had any misappropriation of your funds—was that man H----belonging to your Order ? Yes.
3374. How was that settled ? You cannot say the funds belonged to the Society; they were not received
on behalf of the sick and funeral fees.
3375. Do yon keep your funds separate in your Courts ? There is no distinction: it is all put into one
fund except the Widow and Orphan Fund.
3376. And from that is any stated quota taken for management expenses, or do you pay them out of the
general fund without distinction ? Out of the general fund without distinction.
3377. Are you aware that the Act says you shall keep them separate ? Mr. Oliver never told me it was
positive, hut asked me the question as you have done, and I gave him the same answer.
3378. Does your experience dictate the necessity of keeping them separate ? I do not see under our
present working how we could do it.
3379. In your connection with your Society under the administration of the Act, do you see any very
glaring shortcomings in tho measure ? No, I have heard no complaint whatever.
3380. Is it, as far as your practice extends, a satisfactory and useful Act ? It is.
3381. You see no reason to have it amended ? No, except as I have before stated.
3382. Mr. Gelding.] Are you the only District Secretary connected with the Royal Foresters? At
present. We are elected annually.
3383. Then this 2s. levy that is paid in to you covers the management expenses, the expenses connected
with the Funeral Ftmd and tho Orphan Fund? Yes, except the Widow and Orphan Fund; that is a
penny a week, hut is not compulsory on old members.
3384. I understand you that the present great average per head per member chiefly arises from the
increased value of the property you hold at the present time? Partly, not wholly.
3385. You have a property valued at £7,500, and your assets amount to £9,000 altogether; this is
virtually £1,500 in cash ; the property has run up from £4,000 to £7,000, is it not so ? Yes.
3386. Then were it not for this greatly increased value of the property your funds would show considerably
less than they do ? No doubt of it.
3387. It is not the members’ contributions that keep the funds at the present state ? Well, the surplus
funds have risen from £94 to £5,000 without any increase in value of property.
3388. About these old men in the six Lodges which you say arc very poor in funds, could you tell us how
long they have belonged to your Order ? Some of them from twenly to thirty years.
3389. And you think, considering the time they have been in your Order, they should be paid out of a
superannuation fund of 7s. a week ? You must understand that from the beginning of a member joining
the Society, part of his subscriptions have been expended on himself and his family,
3390. Then a member after paying in for twenty or thirty years, when he requires this full amount of
benefit should be paid out of the superannuation fund ? I stated to Mr. Holdsworth that these men who
were complained of are not sick men hut healthy men, who have got too old for work, and they go to
the doctor and he puts them on the funds.
3391. Do you not think if the sliding scale were adopted with the Societies here, as in tho old country, it
would tend much to do-away with this superannuating old members who had belonged to the Societies for
many years ? I do not'think you would get elderly members or men of middle age to join at all.
3392. Have you ever given the subject any material study ? We have had it discussed amongst us.
3393. Are you aware that in Great Britain the Societies that have it are successful ? I am not sure
of it.
3394. There is no Society in New South Wales that carries it on, is there? I do not know that there is.
3395. I see that you have the privilege of admitting members up to forty years of age ? Yes.
3396. Do you believe it is judicious on the part of any Society to admit members at that age for such a
sum ? It is very seldom they come in as high as forty, hut I have fouud that they have been as good
members and have remained as long as those who have joined at a less age.
3397. Have you examined the Friendly Societies Act ? I have read it through simply.
3398. Do you not think, considering the importance of Friendly Societies and tho amount at stake, the
Government should certify to the rules free of cost ? I am of opinion that the expenses have no right to
be charged, and that if the Government give help to any one it should be to Friendly Societies.
3399. Do you not think, in the event of the Government appointing a qualified person to attend to the
Friendly Societies, he should thoroughly examine both the Supreme Branch and District laws before they
were passed by him ? Certainly.
3400. I presume Mr. Oliver’s objection to your wanting to summon members has only taken place lately ?
It was last November, but he has given way on certain conditions, which were to the effect that all the prior
rules had been complied with.
3401.
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Mr.
3401. Is it your opinion that arbitration between members and Societies should be submitted to a Board
J. Hampton.
outside of the Society itself ? I have answered that already in the negative.
3402. Then you believe it is quite possible for the Societies to find men who would arbitrate between 14 Feb., 1882,
members and the Society in what might be termed a fearless way, and in conformity with natural justice ?
Tes ; I consider it would be best to do it amongst ourselves.
3403. Are you under any other government besides your own District here? No.
3404. The government of the Society is solely in the hands of the Executive in Sydney ? Tes.
3405. What salary does the Secretary get ? I get £1 for each Court.
3406. Is the Treasurer paid? Eour pounds a year.
3407. I presume they are the only paid officers ? No, we pay the outside guardian and property-keeper,
and the auditors.
3408. Mr. Smith'] I wish to know from you if you think the amount of rates paid is ample to meet all
requirements, taking all the circumstances of the Society into consideration? I have already answered
that under favourable circumstances it is sufficient; it is only in exceptional circumstances that it is not
sufficient.
3409. And these exceptional circumstances are simply with Courts that exist in the country? No more
there than in the town; I find that men take upon themselves this going on the funds more in town-than
in the country.
.
3410. Have you a large percentage of old members in connection with your Order ? Not particularly so;
I dare say there is 10 per cent, old members, from fifty to seventy.
3411. President^] Have you anything further to suggest to the Commission beyond your evidence ? No ;
I can only reiterate my statement and experience that the Friendly Societies would progress much more
favourably if we could get efficient officers. It is the fault of the internal arrangement of the Societies
themselves; the simple duty of making an annual return, you cannot put it into their heads what they
have to do.
3412. Any further information you can supplement your evidence with we should be glad to have? I do
not think the expenses of management of the Hoyal Foresters exceeds 12i- per cent. ; I could to a very
great extent give it you for last year.
3413. Mr. Gelding.] What is the cost of opening one of your Courts? Very little; nothing in the
■ Sydney District except 10s. Gd. for the dispensation, and the country expense is simply that of the party
travelling to open the Lodge. Wc opened a Lodge last year at Kichtnond Elver, and the whole cost was
£10 7s. Gd.
3414. Mr. Sulie.] Are these old men yon speak of very old, and would they only get sick pay for six
months ? So much for six mouths, and then a reduced rate of pay; hut they had at a previous time taken
a like benefit.
■
3415. How often would you permit a man to come on your funds ? He must be twelve months ofE before
he can come on again on full pay.
The Committee then adjourned until Friday, February 17.

FRIDAY, 17 FFBRUARY, 1882.

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.,

C.M.G., M.P.,

JOHN GELDING-, Esq.,
E. GEEVILLE, Esq,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq,
JOHN SLADE, Esq,
W. E. LAN

President.

J. F. SMITH, Esq,
F. ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
P. E HOLDSWOETH, Esq,
E. J. EIJBIE, Esq,
iT.

Esq.

Mr. John Mitchell was sworn and examined:—
Mr.
3416. President.'] What Society are you connected with ? The United Ancient Order of Druids, Sydney
J. Mitchell,
District.
3417. What office do you hold ? District Grand Secretary.
17 Feb, 1882.
3418. How long have you held that office ? Eight years.
3419. Have you previously been connected with any other Society ?• Never.
3420. That is the only Friendly Society that you have any knowledge of the workings of? Yes.
3421. Have you held any other office in connection with the Druids ? I have been through the Chairs in
subordiuate Lodge; I have filled tho several offices which qualify me for taking office in Grand Lodge.
3422. What number of members have you in the District? We have 1,673.
3423. Is that tho whole number of members in connection with your Branchof the Order ? With the
Sydney District; we have a District in Newcastle.
3424. Do you know' the number of members in the Newcastle District ? I could not say from memorv,
I should say there were about 700.
'
^
3425. How many Districts have you in tho Colony ? Two, Sydney and Newcastle.
34'2G. Have you any Grand Lodge ? We have a Grand Lodge in Victoria.
3427. Not in New South Wales? Not in New South Wales.
3428. What is the total amount of accumulated funds in the Sydney District? £3,771 2s. 3d.
3429. Can you toll the amount at Newcastle? I could not tell, but could let you know in the course of
a couple of days ; it would not be out of tbe way if you sent to Newcastle for the Secretary there; he
could give you anything you wish to know.
3430. What is the total amount of contributions received in tbe Sydney District during last year—does
that return show ? It is only a return of the list of subordinate Lodges, place of meeting, and the funds,
which each Lodge sends us every quarter when they make up thoir balance-sheets ; one is sent to me and
one is kept for tho Lodge. This is only a copy of what they sent up to me. These balance-sheets I have
all classed together, and it has only been done during the last two or three years, because we wanted in
the District to know how they were going on,
3431.
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3431. You cannot tell us to-day P

J. Mitchell. 3432 Will you kindly do that?
trr 'EUi'

Not to-day. but I could get it.

Yes ; 1 have the returns sent in now, asking for the information.

3433! Can you tell the amount of money paid ou account of sick pay for all the members in your District ?
" Not to-day; it would be easy to do had I. had any idea what was required.
3434. Then you cannot say what has been paid on account of medical attendance aud medicines ? I could
not say from memory.

loco

3435. Have you found any difficulty in carrying out the duties of your office as District Secretary, or any
defect existing in the present Friendly Societies Act ? No ; the only defect I see is, that I am sorry to
say that any member has the power to bring another member before the Court and put him in gaol without
consulting bis superior officers.
'
3436. You think that is improper ? Yes, because a man may have some animosity against another, who
may leave the Society and be liable to be brought up before tbe Magistrates. I think the Act should
specify that if members are to be brought before the Court, the Secretary should bo compelled to lay the
case before his superior officers and ask their opinion whether it is justice to do so ; they might inquire
into the position or the individual, and let him go if he found it was not fair to him
3437. You have experienced no difficulty or inconvenience P Not in any form.
3438. How do the Societies make out the returns for the Eegistrar—do they send them to you or direct
to the Eegistrar ? There is no fixed rule ; some send them to me, and I forward them on, but the majority
send them on direct. Most of the Secretaires know Mr. Oliver very well, and know his ways.
3439. Do not your rules provide that they should be sent to you? It says—“he shall send to the
D. G-. S. all returns required by the Friendly Societies Act.”
3440. You say that provision in your by-laws is not obeyed ? Many of them make out the returns and
send them on to the Eegistrar ; some of them send them to me.
3441. Are the contributions to subordinate Lodges uniform ?

Yes, ail the same.

3442. Have the subordinate Lodges power to alter their contributions? 1 never knew any of them to
alter them, though they have the power to do so, hut not to make them less than a shilling. We pay 13d,
a week right through the Sydney District.
3443. With regard to initiation fees, are they uniform ? There is a scale, so much according to age.
3444. Do the subordinate Lodges adopt the one scale for all the Lodges? Yes.
3445. It settling matters of dispute that may arise between members and Lodges, how are they dealt
with ? Exactly the same as laid down in the Friendly Societies Act
3446. And how have you found that work ? We have had very little to do with it; our people as a rule
have been pretty amicable, and we have had no disputes.
3447. Have any of your members at any time had cause to go to the Law Courts to settle matters of
dispute between private Lodges and themselves? Not lhat I am aware of.
3448. And how have your Lodges been able to meet their engagements during the number of years you
have been District Secretary ? Wo have never bad to assist them in any shape or form.
3449. Their income lias always been equal to the expenditure ? Yes, though some of them have got very
low down.
3450. Have there been any Lodges dissolved ou account of want of funds ? No.
3451. Does the District Lodge assist tbe subordinate Lodges with tbe accumulated funds when they have
any case of necessity ? We have never Lad any ease arise.
3452. Does the amount of funds given in your balance-sheet include the whole value of tbe funds of the
twenty-one Lodges ? That is the twenty-one Lodges and the District together ; wo have a stock of £160,
that belongs to the District,
3453. That is the total value of the funds of the Lodges ? And tbe District. We have £1,139 11s. 3d.
included in the amount already stated—£3,771 2s. 3d.
3454. Yon cannot tell us how much has been paid on account of funeral donations during the last year ?
During the last six months wo paid £175.
’

3455. Is there anything in connection with the Act that you think would require alteration or amendment,
from your experience as an old officer? Not so far as I know ; from my experience we work the Society
in the most simple manner possible, and the laws seem to suit us very well. 1 have read the Act through
a few times, and there is nothing that I sec, so far as we are concerned, that we wish to have any
alteration in.
*
3456. You have no suggestions to make in tho sliape of alterations or amendments that you would like
to see embodied in any future legislation ? No, not particularly.

3457. How is your Funeral Fund arranged—is it separate in each Lodge, or is it a general Funeral Fund ?
Our District pays all the Funeral Fund; the Lodges get a bill, so much per quarter, to support the Funeral
Fund ; the Grand Lodge meets every half-year, and a statement is made, and the levy is fixed at that time.
Wliat we have paid the hist two or three years is Is. fid. per member per quarter, and 6d. per member for
the Management Fund.
3458. That is 2s. a quarter for each member? Yes, for each financial member.
■
3459. And are you of opinion that the contributions levied at the present time by your subordinate
Lodges are sufficient for all purposes to meet your financial obligations? Well, I can only say yes,
because we never had a Lodge that was not able to pay. It is sufficient if a Lodge is worked with proper
economy. As far as we are concerned, all our Lodges have prospered ; some of them are down in fluids,
some are one quarter down and another up, on account of having men who get sick when the Lodge funds
are flourishing.
3460. What is the youngest age at which you admit members to your Order ? Fourteen.
3461. And the oldest ? Thirty-nine.
34G2. And have you members in your Order over forty ? Yes.
3463. Many? A good many.
3464. Fifty years of age ?

There may be a few that age.

3465. Can you toll the average age of the members iu your District? I could not tell you to-day.
3466. Mr. Smith.'] How long has your Society been established in this Colony ? About fourteen years.
3467. What number of Lodges do you say you have now in connection with your District ? Twenty-one.

3468. Have you any Lodges seceded from the District ?

One.

3469. Is that still in existence ? Yes.
■
3J70. Working alone? It has joined another Society—tho Grand United Order of Oddfellows.
3471,
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M*3471. Have you had any Lodges in the country districts or city go defunct? No we have only lost
J
J. Mitchell.
that one.
,
3472. Have you had many of your members go into the Law Courts to settle disputes P Not any.
17 Feb., 1882.
3473. Do you hold any property in connection with your Order? No freehold or landed property.
3474. This £3,771 2s. 3d. is cash ? Hard cash.
3475. "What proportion of that belongs to the District Xhtml ? £1,189 11s, 3d.; that is the funeral
money and Management Fund.
3476. The District Management Fund and Funeral Fund are both represented there? Yes.
3477. What is the amount of the District Management Fund ? £64 6s.
3478. Has it come under your notice that prosecutions have been instituted for non-payment of arrears ?
Yes.
3479. Has that been generally adopted by your Society ? Our Society is much averse to it; and I may
say that when the notice appeared in the paper I went to the D. Q-. President. I ascertained that one
man, named Joseph Smith, who was imprisoned, was a hard-working labouring man. Tho President
came to me and asked who the man was, and I made inquiries and found lie was working for the
builder of the new Infirmary, that he had three children aud a wile. The President asked me to send
an order for £5, in order to get him out of gaol. I went up on Tuesday and paid £10 to got the other
man out of gaol. The Society did put the man in gaol through the indiscreet action of the Secretary.
3480. This Lodge is situated at Hyde, is it not? Yes.
3481. Is it under your jurisdiction? Yes,
3482. Was the District consulted in this matter ? No.
3483. Do I understand you to say that this action was taken on the sole responsibility of the Secretary
himself of that Lodge ? I would not put it all on his shoulders, but I think he should not have attempted
to put men into gaol without taking the opinion of the Board of Directors or Executive Officers.
3484. You say that the Grand Lodge has released the men from prison ? Not the Grand Lodge. I
mentioned it in my Lodge on Monday last, and the money was paid down in order to release them.
3485. No portion of the amount paid by you was drawn from any of the funds? Not in any shape or
form.
.
3480. And it was simply voluntary contributions given by tho members of the Lodges? Yes, that is,
what it will he. Our Lodge took the matter up, and one of our officers advanced the money.
'
3487. Are these men now to be reinstated and to have the rights and privileges of members ? The man
Smith, the first that was got out of gaol, said to me—“ Now what am I to do?” and I advised him to send
in his resignation if he wanted to have no more to do with the Society ; but I also advised him not to do
so, and then he will he transferred to Sydney.
3488. Then they will be transferred to Sydney? Yes, that is, the one ; I cannot say for the other.
3489. Are you cognizant of the cause that brought about this large amount of money being owed to the
Lodge ? 1 must say it is a mistake ; one man owed £8 14s. and the other £4 16s.
3490. Could you tell the Commission the cause of them falling into arrears? The whole thing was a
mistake. I should imagine you cannot summon a man after he owcf| twelve months’ money. I would not
let them put me in for £8 14s. It was for arrears of contributions for four or five years.
3491. Mr. Abigail.] Does tho Friendly Societies Act prescribe how much a man shall be liable for before
ho is expelled ? I should imagine twelve months’ subscriptions.
3492. But docs the Act say so, or leave it an open question ? I think it is left an open question.
3493. Then under the Act the law would be fairly dispensed? Yes.
3494. You said your Lodges have all met their financial obligations up to the present time : have you
made any estimate of what liabilities have accrued each year to each member ? No, I never went into
that.
3495. It is part of your duty as D.G.S. to make out annual and quinquennial returns from the
District, for the Eegistrar of Friendly Societies, have you done that? The annual returns I have
made out, but when I went to Mr. Oliver for the quinquennial return forms ho said it was not required
here.
3496. Do you know the Act makes it penal ? Yes; and I went to him for tho forms, but could not get
them.
3497. In this ease of these members at Eyde and the money paid by you to release them from gaol, what
became of that ? I gave it to the gaoler.
3498. Is it carried to their credit in the hooks of the Lodge ? I. do not know how that would be done.
I do not know if the Government would claim it or would refund it to the Lodge.
3499. Do yon know what the judgment of the Bench was ? I only read it in the Evening Mews, and do
not remember the terms.
3500. Yon stated that you have advised these men to transfer to Sydney : supposing they do that,
will the Lodge in Sydney get any portion of the money they paid to the Ryde Lodge? I should
think not.
'
3501. So the Lodge they have transferred to will take all tho liabilities without getting any benefit?
Yes ; our laws say that members may transfer from oue Lodge to another, but tbe Lodge from which they
transfer are responsible for side pay.
3502. I understood you to say you were uot in favour of that portion of the law which enabled a Lodge
to take action against a member for more than twelve months’ dues, but you would give the power to sue
for contributions up to twelve months ? If I were a law-maker, I would say that if a member is away
from the Society for three months, at the end of that time he should be knocked off the doctor and
chemist. In our Lodge we pay 2s. 4d. to the doctor and chemist, and 2s. to the District, If he were
allowed on the books for three months, at the end he would be owing 13s., out of which they would have
paid4s. 4d. to the Lodge chemist and doctor and to the District. You might then strike his name off and
only lose 4s. 4d. by it.
3503. So yon would lose the 4s. 4d. to get quit of the member ? I believe that would be the best thing'
to do.
,
3504. Do you mean that you would then strike his name off all the books or give him tho privilege to pay
up p I would allow him to pay up any time within twelve months.
3505. Your laws give the District Grand Lodge pov'er to appoint special auditors to audit the books of
any
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„ any Lodsre, or Lodge that there mav be some difficulty about; have you ever had a case iu which that has
J. Mitchell be^ neeessary ? &>.
'
J
J
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Do the subordinate Lodges send in returns ? Yes, every three months.
’J
" 3507. Have you examined them ? The District Officers do that.
3508. Are they not audited by members of the Lodge ? Yes.
3509. And again by the District Auditors ? Yes~
3510. Can you say whether they find the balances always correct ? Asa rule, yes ; the only mistake
they ever found was that the Treasurer was charged with a pound too much.
3511. So in your experience the Lodge Auditors are generally correct ? Very fair, yes.
, 3512. Now, in the matter of arbitration, are you in favour of arbitration as a final settlement of any
question of dispute ? I think it is a very fair way.
3513. Not to give them the power at ail to go to law? I think it is a bad thing to go to law with
Societies.
3514. Is there anything of a friendly nature in connection with your Societies; what I mean is, is any of
its money spent in convivialities or other than in benefits ? No.
3515. If any of the members are unfinancial, do you give them the benefits ?. No, but I have known a
man who was likely to become unfinancial to be paid for by members who were there.
3516. Then he did not become unfinancial; hut if he does ? X have seen it done, but not out of the
funds.
3517. But out of the funds of the Lodge ? They could not; there are too many members who would
object,
,
3518. Then you act on purely business principles ? So far as tbe Lodge is concerned.
3519. Is there any drinking carried on? Our Lodges are not allowed any drink in the room.
3520. Mr. Smith.'] It is discouraged, is it not, by one of your regulations ? Yes.
3521. Mr. Abigail^] In the matter of regalia, is it compulsory ? The Lodge has a set of regalia, we
have seven beards and gowns and collars wrhich cost 5s. each. Duringinitiationsthey wear beards and
gowns, which cost about £8 the lot.
3522. That comes out of the funds ? Yes, they are provided by the District at the opening of each new
Lodge.
3523. Is much money spent in testimonials or other purposes of that kind ? The only testimonial I ever
saw given was to Mr. Slade when the laws were revised.
3524. Freddent.] Yon did not touch the funds for that ? No, it was done by the members.
3525. Mr. Abigail^] "Wlien I asked you if much money was expended in testimonials, I meant inside or
outside tho Society and taken out of the contributions of the members? You may see some “ jewels” down
there. Our Society wishes to get ou in the world, and if a member takes up the starting of a Lodge our
Grand Lodge has passed a resolution that any member who shall apply for a prospectus and form n
Lodge should receive £5 for the outlay; instead of giving this £5 in cash, they gave it in two jewels. It
was not a presentation, but money earned, according to law.
3526. "What money was it taken from ? Tho management fund.
3527. Does “ Medals, £5 ” come under the same heading ? Yes ; it should read “ Expenses for forming
the Harmony Lodge at Glebe, £5.”
3528. I see from one of your annual reports dated tbe 21st of last month, that a resolution was moved
that a-East President’s collar he presented to the outgoing President? That is an officer of the Society
who has performed his duties for twelve months, and he gets a collar given to him.
3529. Then there is another resolution that Treasurers having twice officiated as D.G. Presidents shall
have a Past President’s collar; was that carried ? I suppose so; that is Mr. J. H. Davies, who has been
Treasurer some time.
3530. An amendment was moved that all Past Presidents in Sydney receive collars; that was not seconded?
Yes.
3531. How many would there ho? Fourteen.
3532. And what is the cost of each regalia? About £2.
3533. Do you think the objects of Benefit Societies to be of such a character as to require special legisla
tion ? Yes.
3534. Your Society you say is considered prosperous ? Yes, I think so.
3535. Have you any notion of what is prosperous in a Society—how much per head they should have in
accumulated funds? "Well, a Society is like a lot of other things—it is carried on on credit. If a Lodge
is started to-morrow with sixty men, and the average of them pay 10s. each, there is £30 to start the Lodge
' with. And if they pay 24s. to each for a month, where is the money to come from ? The only redemption
for’a Society is that all the members are examined by a doctor, and are supposed to go a reasonable time
without getting sick.
3536. Have you known any cases in which members have been admitted suffering from chronic disease,
through a bad examination by a doctor ? I cannot specially refer to any case, but I believe such things
do occur.
3537. You have not made any calculation as to how much a Society should have to place it iu a fairly
solvent position ? No.
3538. Have you had any communication with members interested in Friendly Societies in Victoria ? No;
we are under the supervision of the Grand Lodge of Victoria to a certain extent.
3539. John Henry Curtis is connected with your Society in Victoria ? Yes, we had him here a short
time ago.
3540. Do you know what is the average of funds per member of Societies in Victoria? No, I could not
say.
3541. Do you know what the Druids have ? I do not know.
3542. Is it £9 per head? I said I did not know. I have read Curtis’s evidence, hut it is some time ago,
and I do not remember what it is.
3543. Are the funds of your Society one common property for tbe benefit of the whole of the members ?
No, each Lodge sticks to its own.
1
3544. In the return I suppose it will show the state of the individual Lodges ? Yes, you have it there.
3545. I see there is one Lodge with forty-one members, with £29 19s. lid.; you would not consider that
favourable ? No, but there is one with 138 members and £814.
3546.
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3546. That I suppose you consider fairly good ? Yes, I should think so.

Mr.

3547. I sec there are ten Lodges in this' list with less than £1 per head accumulated funds; what condition J■ Mkchell.
would you call them in ? JSTot at all solvent.
—A'-—s

3548. Would you be in favour of, or do you think a periodical investigation of tho condition of Benefit ^
Societies should be carried out ? Yes, 1 think it would be a very good thing indeed.
3540. And at what intervals do you think it should be done? Every five years.
3550. Do you tbink it should he made by Government officers ? Well, if it is to be done it ought to be
done well, and might be done by Government officers.
3551. Supposing an.investigation should show that a Society was going back, would you provide power to
compel them to raise their contributions to a safe basis ? Yes.
3552. In preference to reducing the benefits ? Most decidedly.
3558. Do you think the expenses of managing these Societies are excessive? As far as our Society is
concerned, I think not.
3554. Have you known any members defraud the Society by misappropriating the funds ? I know one
man who did so, and he was brought to account and refunded the money; and he lost a very good
position.
J 6
3555. Wore tho police brought into the question ? No j he was summoned before the Lodge, and admitted
it, and paid it all back again.
.
3556. Mr. Greville.] 1 understand you to say there are a few of your members who have turned fifty? Not
very many of them.
■
J '
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3557. And that is to be accounted for by the Society having been in existence only fourteen years ? Yes.
3558. When the Society comes to be double its present age, do you think the same rate of contribution
made now will be sufficient then ? So long as the managing part is kept down, I do not think the death
rate will increase much.
3559. Not with the increase of age of tho Society, and members daily approaching death ? Well, they
keep paying towards their liability ; every six months each man pays something towards his death money,
and with increasing age you have increasing funds coinin'* in.

3560. In other words, you believe it will not be necessary to increase the rate ? Well, it may be of
course; I believe if they could be induced to pay another 2d. it would not be much more out of their pockets.
3561. But what I want to arrive at is whether your present contribution will be sufficient as your voung
members get old ?_ Well, as they get old they are more likely to get sick.
^
3562. Then what is your answer to my question as to whether you think the rate will have to be raised or
not ? I am hardly prepared to answer. “ Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”
3563. Are you of opinion that instead of having a contribution similar for all ages it would be better to
have one apportioned to the age—in other words, a sliding scale ? No, I do not think so.
35G4. You approve of tho fixed scale ? If you make the admission money according to a<*e it is sufficient.
There would be a great amount of bother attached to the sliding scale in Lodges.
°
’
3565. Then you recognize tbe fact that there should be some extra payment, but think it should be
obtained through the initiation fee, aud not through the contributions ? That is what I think- would be
best.
3566. When you adopted the contribution of 13d. per week, from what did you get the idea ? That was
started before I joined the Society.
3567. Was it from Victoria or England ? I suppose from England • that is where the Society emanated
from.
356S. I want to know how you came to fix it at 13d.; are there any tables or authority? Not that I
know of; it was that when I joined the Society.
■

3569. Mr. Holdsworth.'] Can you tell me the age of the Prince Alfred Lodge here ? About twelve years.
3570. I see it has forty-one members, and £29 19s. lid. reserve ?

Yes.

3571. Are the members dependent entirely upon the funds of tho Lodge to which they belong ? Yes.
3572.
made
3573.
3574.

jfs any provision made for members if a Lodge should break up ? I think there is some provision
in our laws to the effect that the District will take them over.
Then if a Lodge breaks up, no injury can really be sustained by the members ? Not at all.
I think you said yon were in favour of uniform rates ? Yes.

3576. You think if the initiation fee is made according to age it is sufficient ? Yes.
3576. How often do you pay an .initiation fee ?

Only once.

3577. Then the only benefit the Lodge can derive from that is the difference in the interest between the
different amounts paid? Yes.
'
3578. Do yon think that would be sufficient to meet the differences in the ages ? Well, as a rule, a man
getting on for thirty-six is more healthy than a man of twenty-five. Our experience is that it is the
young men who take all the money.
'
3579. Mr. Langley] May I ask if your Society is in connection with the Druid Society in England ? Yes,
with the United Ancient Order of Druids iu England.
3580. Are your members acknowledged by that body as members, in case they leave this Colony ? Yes.
3o81. In case that the law laid down a fixed scale of contributions, do you think any difference should be
made between the contributions to a Lodge which affords its members no benefits should they leave this
Colony, and to a Society the members of which can take their clearances with them and be received into
Lodges at a nominal sum in other parts of tho world ? No; if I were a man that wanted to join a Society,
I would look out for one that had relations in some other part of tho world.
3582. Then do you think the two Societies should have equal benefits ? It is worth the risk for a man
to pay Is. Id. and Is. 2d. a week.
3583. But I speak of the abstract question—do you think the two Societies offer equal benefits ? No,
of course a local Society would not have equal benefits to that which has branches all over the world.
’
3584. Then why would you compel me to pay the same in the one as in the other ? Because you had the
opportunity of joining the other.
'

3585. In the case of these men at Eyde, you say I think that twelve months was all they could be sued
for ? Oh, 1 did not say anything of the kind.
3586. Is it a fact that they could not be sued for more than twelve months ? That is for lawyers to
decide,
486—P

3587.

‘
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3587. But in your opinion was it legal to claim more than fifty-two weeks ?
Mr.
J. Mitchell.

I would not like to give such
an opinion.
_
17feeM^82. 3588. If that wore the case, would not the donors of this money he entitled to claim all hut the twelve
months from the Lodge that received it ? Tho question comes whether the Lodge will get it or not.
"Will the police authorities pay the money to the Lodge P
........................
3589. If the present Friendly Societies Act permits such a thing as that, do you not think it is time it was
altered ? Yes, as soon as possible.
3590. Have you seen this Act ? Yes.
_
,
3591. Are you of opinion that it "would be more advisable to have a short Act laying down certain bases
npon which Societies should frame their own laws, rather than this Act we have at present ? I think
there is a lot of stuff iu the present Act that nobody can understand, aud it might be abbreviated a lot.
3592. But do you think if it were abbreviated it would he a benefit P What is in it would not do any
harm.
. j
3593. Then do you think a shorter Act would not he more beneficial? I think the Commission could
make a more applicable Act in many ways.
_
.
4
3594. I presume you know there is a lot in it that might very well be left out ? There is not the
slightest doubt it might be made more simple.
_
_
_
3595. Mr. liubie'\ Have you a Widow and Orphan Fund in connection with your Society ? 3STo.
3596. How are your funds invested? In the Savings Bank,
3597. In the name of Trustees ? Yes; three Trustees.
3598. Has each Lodge Trustees ? Yes.
3599. You said tho whole of tho funds to the credit of the Order were about £900 ? Ho; £3,771.
3600. That is divided between the Lodges and the District ? Yes.
3601. There are some of the Lodges have a very small sum to their credit: suppose three or four deaths
were to occur, how would they meet that? It does not affect them in any way ; it would come from the
funds we have in the District.
_
3602. Well, there are some of these with very few members: suppose three or four were taken ill, how
would they he provided for ? That is where the trouble comes. If a Lodge has forty members it has an
income of £2 a week, aud could this pay for them? If Societies took in men who were liable to consump
tion and other complaints these Societies would not last very long.
3603. In opening new Lodges do you take in members at half-fees ? Yes.
_
3604. Yon just stated that any increase in contributions would, you thought, he more beneficial by way
of initiation fees ? I said I thought it would answer better. It is difficult.now to carry on hooks; and if
you had hooks with ono paying 15d. and another lOd. and so on, you would have to pay your Secretary
.
perhaps £50 a year to keep the accounts.
3605. Have you found any difficulty in providing Secretaries for the Lodges ? Yes, a good deal; men do
not like to take a job like that for £4 a year.
3606. As a rule, do you find the Secretaries efficient for the work they undertake ? Yes ; I never saw
any that were not efficient.
_
_ _
3607. How are your Auditors appointed ? They are appointed every sis months, one retiring every three
3608. I think, in answer to a previous question, you said you had a system of arbitration in your Order
which you consider quite satisfactory ? We never had anything to do with it.
3609. Have you never had any complaints to refer to arbitration ? Ho.
_
3610. What would you think of a Court of Arbitration being formed out of the various Friendly
Societies—do you think it would act well ? Yes; it would he best for them all to join together and form
one body.
_
...
3GL1. Do you think that in, any new system there should he a uniform code of rules with a minimum rate
of payment put down and certified by an actuary, so that any Society not adopting that should not get
the benefit of the law ? It would be a good thing if we could get an idea like that.
_
_
_
3612. Mr. Newland^] Do I understand you are under the supervision of a Grand Lodge in Victoria?
Only in so far that we get tho password from them and they issue dispensations to us.
3613. You pay no capitation tax to them ? Ho.
_ _
3614. Could you give any idea of what is the management expense of your District per member ? I do
not know ; in the last report for the past six months there was an average of about 10 per cent,; but in
that there is an item for funeral regalia—£37 10s., and there aro several other matters of goods that we
have sent to Lodges.
_
_
,
3615. Do you think such an amount as £37 10s. should he spent in funeral regalia for a Society numhermg
only 1,600 members ? Yes, I think so.
_
3616. Do you think all this show and pomp is necessary? Ho, I am strongly opposed to it.
3617. 1 do not thoroughly understand your explanation in reference to a Lodge not being able to pay
its sick members, and would like some further explanation ; that is, if a Lodge for want of funds is not
able to pay its sick members, what course they adopt ? Such a thing has never come under onr notice,
but the District would assist them ; the rule is laid down.
_
_ ^
_
3618. You have some monster demonstrations in connection with your Society at different periods ? We
have had two.
3619. Have they been successful in a pecuniary sense ? Yes.
i
. .
3620. Had there been a loss, how would it have been met ? It was got up for the benefit of the District,
and any loss would have been met by the Management Fund of the District. _
_
3621. Mr. Gelding^ How do you account for the very great expense of opening Lodges in the country
Districts, say at Goulbum—£18 5s. ? Yon must reckon that to open a Lodge people have to start from
Sydney and go up in the train ; four have to go, and if they go on Monday they arrive on Monday evening;
they open the Lodge on Tuesday and arrive in Sydney on Wednesday, and I think £18 is not too much
expense; the Lodge pays half, and the District pays the other half.
_
_
3622. I presume the District officers who travel to open the Lodges are paid full expenses for the time
aud labour performed ? I do not know about full expenses; when train and other expenses aro taken
out there is 10s. allowed for each man. We were up there for two days.
_
3623. Has your District got the power to raise the quarterly levies to the Funeral Fund if they think
fit? Yes.
36241-
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0624. Have you had occasion to do it P We have been down to Is., but never above Is. 6d.
j
3025. Ton have stated that i£ the sliding scale were adopted it would be a very troublesome affair—Are ^ A
^
you aware that in Great Britain there are some two or three thousand Lodges with ordinary Secretaries ^ ^ ^ lggg_
carrying out these duties ? No.
’
3626. Then you have never studied the question of a sliding scale ? No.
.
3627. How long have these Branches of yours been in existence ? The last was opened the other day,
one three months ago, and others six months since.
3628. Then you account for those that show a decent average that they have only been recently opened?
Some of these have been opened a long time.'
3629. Have you given the question of whether this 13d. a week is sufficient to meet your liabilities, even
as they at present stand, mature consideration? As far as our Order is concerned,I think so.
3630. Then how do you account for half of your Lodges only holding a little bit of money like this ? They
have been exceedingly unfortunate in sickness.
3631. I see in your District, taking the whole of the funds of the Druids into consideration, that the
average per head is somewhat under £2 2s.: do you think that is an average that would meet any
unforeseen draw upon it, or that it is sufficient to meet present liabilities ? The average is as good as ever
wc had, and we have carried on the last ten or twelve years.
3632. Have you formed any opinion as to what would he a fair average? I think they should not have
under £5 a bead.
3633. Are you aware that the Eegistrar iu Victoria deems £11 as not too much for a Society to hold ?
Oh, there is no doubt they go into the matter more as a matter of business there than here.
3634. Do you not think there is a greater probability of sickness and death arising in the future than in
the past, owing to the increased rate of population and frequent connection between here and other
countries ? No doubt the more we mix np with others the more liable we are to disease, and doctors
should take greater precautions in taking in people.
3635. And I presume your sick pay, the amount paid out of the funds, has been greater the last two or
three years than heretofore ? Yes.
3636. And the probability is that the draws on the fund will increase more in the future than they have
been in the past ? They may be so.
3687. Do you uot think if a sliding scale was introduced whereby members paid a fair quota weekly to
assure certain benefits, it would he far better than working on what may be termed a hand to mouth
principle ? No doubt it would he far better, but I think it would be a means of closing up Friendly
Societies.
3638. Do you not think each Society should settle its own grievances in its own governing body, without
going to other Societies ? As far as a matter of law and justice is concerned one man can tell what is
right and wrong; hut if there is a dispute amongst members every one has his friends.
3639. "Where do your arbitrators come from ? Anybody in the Order.
3640. Do you not think, considering the importance of Friendly Societies, that the Government should
appoint a gentleman to specially attend to this particular business ? I think so.
3641. Do X understand you to say that any of your members who may take the trouble to get together
sufficient members to open a Lodge is presented with a testimonial of £5 ? Tes.
.
3642. That is holding out a bonus to any of your members to open Lodges ? Yes.
3643. Who pays the £5 ? The Management Fund of tho District.
3644. 3fr. Abigail.] I understood yon to say that you went to the Eegistrar of Friendly Societies’ Office
for the quinquennial return forms, and he told you it was not necessary to send in any ? Yes.
3645. Mr. Smith.] You give it as your opinion, that a Society not having £5 a member is not in a good
financial position ? I think they ought to have it in order to have any standing.
3646. And your Society cannot show that average in this Colony ? No.
3647. Mr. Abigail.] You stated just now that there was £5 bonus paid to any one who opened a Lodge ?
Yes.
3648. How many Lodges have been opened during tho past year ? ' I could not tell you at present; three
or four. Three, I think. _
3649. President] Is there anything further you would like to suggest to the Commission, or have you any
further evidence to give ? No, I can only say that I trust the other Societies that come here will do as I
have done, and give as full particulars respecting themselves.
The Commission then adjourned until Monday, 20th February.
'

MONDAY,

,

JOHN DAVIES,

20

FEBRUARY,

1882.

JOresrnt:—

Esq.,

C.M.G., M.P.,

President.

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
EDW. GEEVILLE, Esq,, J.P.,
F. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
P. E. HOLDSWOETH, Esq.,
E. J. RUBIE, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr. Thomas Joseph Murray sworn and examined :—
3650. President] What Society do you represent ? The Australian Holy Catholic Guild of St. Mary
Mr.
and St. Joseph.
T. J. Murray.
3651. What office do you hold ? I held the office of Secretary, and now I am Past Secretary; I hold
'A-—'
no office.
,
...
.
20
3652. How long did you hold that office ? I was elected in 1876,1 think in December, and I resigned
about a week ago.
3653. Did you hold any office prior to that ? No, I only joined them about that time, a few months
before I was appointed Secretary.
3654.
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Mr,
3654. Wliafcnumber of members have you iu your Lodges—the gross number? In Sydney we have
T. J. Murray. seven Branches; there are country Branches under their own control,
o”irC'“R 3655. But under your District? About 1,000,1 should think,
2
2

82

Ifeb.,

SZ. ggjg. "What number of members have you initiated during last year ? I could only say roughly, about
fifty I should think; there were about twenty-five last half-year,
3657. ’What number of members have been expelled during a like period for non-payment of dues ? I
am not aware of any; we expelled one during that period.
3658. Have any been suspended for non-payment of dues ? Yes, one or two.
_
3659. What was the total amount of accumulated funds in connection with the subordinate Lodges ?
We set down our assets at £6,590 7s.; that includes tho Guild Hall, furniture and things of that kind,
and stock.
3660. That is the property of the Sydney District ? Yes; we have no connection with the other Branches
except transferring members.

8

3661. And how is that money and property secured to the members of the Society? We have the
Guild Hall, which we set down at £7,597 14s. 2d.; there is a mortgage on that of £2,000; we have
furniture, £283 7s. 5d.; rule books, £54 6s. 6d.; scarfs, stock, &c., £269 18s. 5d.; funeral regalia,
£114 9s. Id.; and medal, £15 15s.

.

3662. Are these regalias and medals purchased from the funds of the Societies ? Yes.
3663. That is, the funds made np from the contributions of members? Yes, from the ordinary fund;
all our moneys go into one fund, out of which everything is purchased. There are also drugs and fittings,
valued at £141 4s. 8d.; and a cash balance of £179 Is. lid.
3664. What was the total amount paid on account of funeral donations during the year ? I find I have
not the report of tho preceding half-year; tho amount last half-year was £190, but the preceding half
year was much more; I do not remember the exact amount, but it was between £200 and £300.
3665. What is the donation in case of death paid to each of your members ? The highest amount is
£40 at the death of a brother; £20 mortuary, and £20 widow and orphan donation; it varies according
to the time a member has been in the Society,
3666. Will you state the graduated payments? This is the death and funeral rule:—“The Guild
mortuary donation for a brother shall be £20, less the funeral expenses and any debts due by deceased
to the Society; the balance, on production and delivery to the Warden of Hie certificate required by tho
Triendly Societies Act, 1873, shall forthwith be paid to tho representative of the deceased as follows :—
To the wife, eldest son or daughter, father or mother, eldest brother or sister, in the discretion of the
Council; and if there be no such relatives, the balance aforesaid shall revert to tho Guild, unless the
deceased brother shall have otherwise bequeathed it by a written document.” The Widow and Orphan
Bund donation is given according to the following rule:—“ At the death of a brother tho Council shall
cause strict inquiry to he made into the moral character and temporal circumstances of the widow, the
number of children, with the name and age of each; and if such inquiry he satisfactory to the Council,
they shall vote a sum of money, not exceeding £10 for the first five years the brother was a subscribing
member to this Bund; £15 if over five and under ten years; and £20 if above ten years, as the case
requires; such sum to he applied for the benefit of the widow and children in such proportions and in
such manner as the Council in their discretion may think best.”

3667. Then I see fromyour rules you pay sums of money to unmarried brothers and in case of death of
a widowed mother ? Yes.
3668. What amount do you pay ? In the case of a brother’s wife—I will go through them all:—" On
the death of a brother’s wife,” the rule says, " the sum of £12 shall be paid to tbe brother, if a full
member of less than five years on the hooks; aud the sum of £15 if a full member of more than five
years standing; and at the death of an unmarried brother's mother, she being a widow, residing with and
supported by him, the sum of £10 will be paid to the unmarried brother (provided in each case that they
are full members and not in arrears according to Buie 119), upon production and delivery to the Warden
of the certificate required by the Briendly Societies Act.”
.
3669. What amount of contributions do tbe members pay ? 2s. 4d. every fortnight, or Is. 2d. per week.
3670. Are the contributions uniform? Yes.

3671. Every member pays alike ? Yes, all alike; there arc a few cases in which there are associate
members; these pay 6d. a week, but they do not receive benefits.
3672. And are the initiation fees uniform ? They vary according to age; the rates will be found on
pages 18 and 19 of tbe Constitution; they vary from 2s. 6d. at from IS to 20, to £10 10s. at the age
of forty.
3673. And do you take members beyond forty years of age? Yes; they have to pay the full entrance
fee; it is very rarely a member joins over forty—I have never known it.
3674. And do all the members who are initiated and are financial participate in the advantages you have
named ? Yes.
3675. That is, they get a certain donation at death? Tes, and besides that we have a sick allowance,
which is a guinea a week; during the first twelvemonths he gets a guinea a week; the next twelve
months, 10s. 6d.; and then 5s. a week for the remainder of tbe time he is ill, unless a final payment
is made.

3676. As agreed between the member and tbe Society ? Yes, if a brother wishes he can take a final
payment of £20 instead of the 5s. a week.
3677. I understand you to say that all tbe contributions go into one fund ?
3678. Yon have no separate funds? No.

Yes, all go into one fund.

3679. But I notice you provide for the registration of the wives of members ? Yes, that is in the case
of a second wife. Every member joining has to pay Os. to the fund, and unless he pays it he would
have no benefit; but in case of the death of a member’s wife and he marries again he has to register his
second wife and pay an entrance fee.
3680. And how do yon settle disputes between members of your Lodges and the Lodges themselves ? We
have a Council consisting of tho representatives of each Branch, and the disputes are brought before this
Council, evidence is taken, and it is settled by vote.
3681. Is the decision final ? It is not final; we have three arbitrators to whom it can be referred.
3682. Have you had any cause to defend actions in any of our Law Courts ?

Yes, we have.
3683.
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3683. In consequence of members being dissatisfied with the decisions? Yes, one or two. Lately a
brother brought an action against us for sick pay, and it was overruled that ho should first appeal to the
arbitrators; he did so, and they granted the allowance. There may have been other cases; Ido
20 Feb., 1882.
remember.
,
,
3684. During yonr term of office have there been other cases that you know of r 1 do not remember
having any other for benefits; we have had cases in connection with other things, hut not for that. We
have had cases in connection with the hall, and so on.
...
.
3685. What was the nature of these ? We had some case in the District Court, but it escapes my
memory what it was about; it was in connection with some one who rented the hall from ns.
_
3686. You have no eases now pending ? There is a case now before the Council in which a brother claims
sick pay, being bad on the books.
.
„ v
3687. Yon say that the whole of your funds are vested in Trustees for the benefit of the Society f Yes,
we have three Trustees.
3688. And tho whole of the property is vested in them ? All our funds are invested m the building.
3686. Have there been any defalcations ? Hot since I was elected to office.
_
_
3690. Has there during your term of office been any Society that has not been in a position to meet its
financial obligations ? There was one Branch at North Shore which was not considered to bo paying, and
it was dissolved and the members were attached to the District in Sydney as country members. A rule
was passed and the Branch was dissolved.
_
3691. Had they any funds ? All the moneys come to the one fund ; they surrendered their warrant and
broke up the whole thing, and they are living there as country members now.
_
3692. Has there been any other Lodge sufl’er inconvenience for want of funds ? I think not I have
not heard of any; hut no matter whether a Lodge is paying or not the money goes to one fund one
.
Treasurer at the Guild Hall, and the seven Branches are paid out of that.
_
'
3093. And are yon of opinion that 14d. a week is sufficiently large an amount of contribution to meet all
engagements ? Yes, I think it has proved itself to be so. The Society has been established for thirtyeight years, or since 1845.
,
, .
3694. And during that long time—not within your knowledge-none of the Societies have failed to meet
their obligations ? No, none have failed.
.
3695. And you think the amount is sufficient to meet all the engagements of the Society? Yes, so far
as I am able to judge, unless some unprecedented epidemic or something of that sort should come in.
During the last two or three half-years we have had a very heavy death rate on account of so many old
members being in the Society. We paid one half-3'ear £427 for sick pay and £266 for mortuary and
widow and orphan donations. That was the half-year ending Juno, 1880.
3696. Can yon tell the average number of days, taking the whole of yonr members, that have been paid
for sick pay? We paid £475 for last half-year for a thousand members; that is about seven days per
member. These are mostly the same people who have been ill all the time.
3697. Have you experienced any inconvenience in the working of the Act as Secretary of the Grand
Lodge? No.
,
.
,
.
3098. What is your opinion as to the working of the Act—do you think it sufficient in every way to
afford prol'cetion to the members ? I have never received much benefit from the Act; it seems to me very
cumbrous and very difficult to understand, and I think the way the returns are to be sent in is almost a
farce. It is impossible for the Branches to supply the information according to the Branch returns, because
so many Branches differ in the way they keep their funds.
3699. But you have experienced no inconvenience ? None whatever.
_
3700. Wliat was the practice with you in furnishing these returns ? I think the Act says that the returns
are to be furnished every five years.
■
3701. But is there not an annual return to be furnished ? I always send my printed reports to the
Eegistrar.
.
3702. And has it been the practice of subordinate Lodges to send in separate returns ? They come m to
me, and I send in a return embracing the whole of them.
_
_
3703. Do you know the Act requires separate and distinct returns from each Lodge ? Yes, I believe it
does.
_
'
3701. Has the Eegistrar at any time demurred to yonr sending in a gross return? No.
_
3705. Have you anything that you could suggest that would bo an improvement on the present legisla
tion ? No, I have not thought the matter over; I do not know of anytliing except that the forms for
sending in the returns should be more simple, so as to suit each Lodge.
'
3706. Have you or any of your subordinate Lodges proceeded against any of your members to recover
arrears of contributions ? No.
_ <
_
3707. What is your opinion in reference to that principle as embodied in the present Act ? I do not
approve of suing for arrears for over twelve months.
_
3708. What course does your Society take when a member gets twelve months in arrears ? We let him
fall out, the rule saying that after that time he loses all benefits, and he cannot commence his payments
again without getting a doctor’s certificate.
_
_
_
3709. You have no claim on members after twelve months ? I do not think so, in the face of this rule.
3710. If a member is three montlis in arrears, what do you do ? He does not get any benefits, and we
endeavonr to get him to pay np before posting his name up.
_
3711. Are there many old men in your Society ? Yes, there are a good few, in consequence of the age
of the Society.
_ _
3712. Is there a fair proportion of young men ? Yes, those who join arc generally young men.
3713. What would be the average of tbe ages of tho members, taking young and old together ? I should
think about forty years, but I cannot state accurately, and I may be a great way out in saying that. There
are members from eighteen to sixty.
_
,
3714. Have you many from eighteen to twenty-five ? There are more between thirty and forty, I should
think.
3715. What proportion would you have from eighteen to t wenty-five ? I should think there would be
more than one-twentieth, as we have now juvenile Guilds established, from which at eighteen years they
'
are drafted into the older Societies. I should think probably the proportion is nearer one-tonth than
one-twentieth. That is of course given simply from memory.
3716.
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eost of management during the past year, apart from sick allowance and
_/' medical attendance? The only expense, apart from these—if you take the report, every item is given20 Feb 1882
°11^ salary paid was the Secretary’s salary.
‘
• ‘
3717. You do not seem to separate working expenses from general expenditure P No, wc put all the
money.V.nto one fund. The working expenses would he very light; £100 for the year would include
everything, and be the very outside ; and the receipts would be iu all about £3,000.
3718. What were tbo total receipts for the year ? A little over £3,000.
3719. And how is that made up P Members’ contributions and rent.
3720. How much for contributions P In round numbers £2,300.
3721. Aud how do you make up the other ? We have rent for this half-year, £260 ; that would be £520
for the year; and there are transfers and other small items, making np a total of a little over £3,000 for
the year.
3722. And what has been the expenditure—taking sick pay, medical attendance, and all together ? About
£1,400 for tho half-year; that would bo about £2,800. During the last few years there has been a very
heavy death-rate. I have simply taken the last half-year’s accounts as a basis.
3723. Mr. Gelding.] Do you give every member joining your Society a copy of the rules before he
becomes a member ? We expect him to buy it on becoming a member.
3724. I ask you that because I see that unless he acts very strictly up to certain rules laid down he is
liable to bo suspended or expelled. I refer to rule 125 ? Yes, they are all made thoroughly acquainted
with that rule.
’
3725. Did you ever have occasion to expel a member for breaking that rule P Only one young member.
3726. ^Referring to the Widow and Orphan rules—I see that the Council have the power of withholding
the Widow and Orphan donation if they think that her position warrants them in doing so ? Usually a
.
Committee is appointed to inquire into the character of the woman, and if she were of bad character she
would not get the money; hut I do not remember such a case.
3727. Then if they deem she is sufficiently wealthy they could withhold the money ? I do not think it
has ever been done.
3728. I see under tbe 107th rule you can withhold sick benefits from any one engaged in military or
naval service ; can you explain the cause of that ? I think there is a rule elsewhere that prohibits the
Lodges from taking soldiers.
3729. Do you remember any member committing suicide ? I do not remember any,
3730. Would the Council in such a case withhold the Widow and Orphan donation ? I think they would,
according to the rule.
3731. No matter from what cause the suicide might bo committed ? If they saw their way clear to pay
it they would do it.
3732. As a matter of opinion, do jrou think it is just to do so? I do not think it would be just tothe
woman; still I see it is in the rule. It has never been brought under my notice before.
3733. Wliat was the original amount paid for the land in Castlereagh-strect ? I was not in tho Society
at the time; I think it was something like £1,400 or £1,600, or perhaps it might have been £1,800.
3734. The original cost of the building before being altered, do you know that ? The value is sot down, at
£7,597—that is the original cost; I am sure it is worth considerably more than that.
3735. Did the Registrar of Friendly Societies ever take exception to registering the medical rules of your
Society ? Not that I am aware of.
■
3736. Are you aware that by haying these special rules certified to, in the event of your not being able to
supply a medical man, your Society would be liable for any expense incurred P Oh yes, we aro aware of
that; and there are two doctors, and if one is not in they can c;ill on the other.
3737. What is the average amount you pay for medical levies ? We pay a lump sum to thedoctors in
Sydney, £200 each doctor ; in Balmain and Newtown they pay something like 16s. a head.

3738. Have you any juvenile Branches in your Society? ' Yes, we have.
3739. How do they work—are they a success ? They are not a very great success ; in one District, the
St. Patrick’s District, they are doing better; if worked and kept np they would he a success. I had
nothing to do with them. Financially they work very well, and are a great feeder to the other Societies.
3740. What benefits do they give to their members when they are sick? 1 said before I had nothing to
do with them, but I think they pay them something like £3 in case of death; there is no sick pay. I
think it varies from 20s, to £3, according to the length of time they have been in the Society. They pay
a small entrance fee and 2d. or Id. a week ; and at the age of eighteen they are admitted, free of charge,
into the other Society.
’
D

3741. Do they have to undergo medical examination P Yes, they undergo another examination.
3742. Are you in favour of a Board of arbitrators outside your own Society, composed of members of
various Friendly Societies, to arbitrate on any disputes that may occur amongst your members, or do you
think they should he settled solely by the Council of your own Society ? We have arbitrators beyond the
Council, and I think it would be much better to have arbitrators of this kind than going to the Law
Courts. It would be less expensive, and probably more satisfactory.
3743. Mr. 8lade.~l How is your Society managed—wbat is the name of the ruling body ? The ruling
body we call tbe Council.
3744. And who forms that ? From each of four Branches four members are returned, and two from three
others; we have three Trustees. The Warden is tho liighest lay officer, and there is a Bursar or
Treasurer, and a Chaplain, Father Mahony.
3/45. How often are they elected ? They are elected every half-year, and every year the Warden and
Bursar are elected.
3746. Has the governing body auy separate fund for the purpose of meeting the deaths ? No, all the
moneys of the Society go into one fund.
3747. And who administers that fund P Tho Council.
3748. Do they administer the sick pay likewise ? Yes, all accounts, whether of death or any other kind,
are passed by the Council before being paid. Four of the Branches meet in the Guild Hall, and the
money goes into the hand of tho General Bursar; the others meet in their own schoolrooms, and they
bring in the money themselves. All the money comes iu to the General Bursar, who pays all expenses out
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3749. And does this Council fix the amount of levies P "We never have had any levies made.
- *
.
3750. There is no separation for management or anything ? ]Vo ; all the money has gone into one fund. • 1 urrfty*
3751. Did you state to the President what provision you made for minorities ? Yes ; they merge into 2o^cb^iS82
the general body and join any Branch they wish.
’’
’
3752. What is your opinion of graduated payments according to the age of a member who_ joins ? It has
never been suggested before, and I could not give any opinion on it; it is a difficult question to answer.
3753. At the present time your members pay ono fixed sum, without regard to age P Yes, except in the
case of the entrance fee, which varies from 2b. 6d. to £10 10s.
.
3754. Have you any superannuation fund connected noth your Order separate from the other funds?
Ho, we have no such fund. There was at oue time a fund they called the “ Totally Destitute Orphan
Bund,” but there is now no other fund but the one, as will be seen from our last balance-sheet.
3755. Does your Society give testimonials to your members in any way? Ho, they could not vote a
sixpence.
375G. If any are given, it is by voluntary subscription ? Yes.
3757. The up-countrj''Branches disburse their own sick pay? They have no connection with us more
than that they hear the same name and are Branches of the same Society, and there is an interchange of
members. They have the sole control of their funds, and they meet all payments themselves.
3758. Do you offer any special advantages to members founding a Branch? Ho, there is no concession
made.
_
3759. What is the cost of opening a Branch ? If a Branch were being opened now in Windsor or
Parramatta or any other place, no part of the cost would be borne by the Sydney Council.
37G0. Can you tell us the probable cost of opening a Branch in Sydney, with books, certificate, regalia,
and everything like that? The cost would bo a mere nothing—a few books, costing a few shillings, and
'
so on ; the scarfs, each member buys his own and pays for it.
37G1. Are there any fees to tho opening officer ? Ho.
3762. In the 13th rule there is mention of .some regalia which it is compulsory for each member to wear ; ’
what is about the probable cost of that ? Tho cost of the regalia is 19s. Gd. Por officers of course it is
more ; the Council’s scarfs cost 30s.
3763. That is borne by yourselves or tbe Society ? By ourselves.
3764. The copies of rules, it also snys, shall be paid for by tho members ? Yes, we charge them 6d.
37G5. There is a clause in the Friendly Societies Act which says that every member joining a Society shall
be informed of the cost of joining, and no more shall be demanded? Yes, every member is told that he
has to buy a scarf and rule book, and he lias to make a declaration.
3766. What is the name of your presiding officer? The Warden is the highest lay officer; but if the
Chaplain comes to a meeting he takes the Chair.
3767. Is that power given to the clergyman to take the Chair at any time he chooses exercised ? Some
times he comes pretty regularly to the meetings.
3768. And in all eases he has the right to take tbe Chair ? Yes,
3769. In reply to Mr. Gelding, you said none of your members had been sued for arrears; I think there
was a case of two members being sued, did you forget that ? I do not remember it. That was very much
my reason for resigning, that I objected to sue them for arrears.
_
3770. In confirmation of your answer to Mr. G-elding, you are in favour of an Arbitration Board as an
ultimate tribunal, rather than to have recourse to the Courts ? I think it would be preferable, as it gives
such scandal going before the Courts, and I think more justice would be obtained.
3771. Are you aware that there are many Societies that have only one Branch ; for them do you not
consider a Board of Arbitration like this would he very useful ? I think it would be a very useful Board
to appeal to, but I have given the question no thought.
3772. Mr. Rubic.~\ When you took office were the funds all amalgamated? I believe they were, but I am
not quite sure, as immediately after my coming into office the new rules were brought in.
3773. Was there not a separate ledger account kept for each fund ? No.
_
3774. Are you aware that such was in existence ? Some time previously there was, but since then they
have all been kept in one fund. I kept the accounts in the way my predecessor did, though I believe
some years previously to that they were kept differently.
,
3775. You stated a little while ago that there was a “ Totally Destitute Orphan Fund,” is that in
existence now? Ho, there is no such fund.
3776. What was done noth the money belonging to it? I could not say. I presume it must have been
put in with the other funds. It was prior to my taking office.
,
3777. Then you have no knowledge of the amalgamation of the accounts ? No; the first balance sheet
shows they were then amalgamated. I have only the balance sheets for two years before, in which it
appears there is the half-yearly statement of receipts and expenditure; then the Liverpool-street property;
the general fund, including sickness, the amount received by the fund, subscriptions, and so on; then
there is the Widow and Orphan Fund.
3778. What was to the credit then of the G-cncral Fund? £4,254 in 1874, and Widow and Orphan
Fund, £1,826 11s. lid., and Totally Destitute Orphan Fund, £67 7s. 5d.
3779. So that at that time there were three distinct funds kept ? Yes; the capital at this date was
£6,] 48 7s. 1 Od, Then there is a statement showing how the capital was invested at the time.
3780. President Wliat number of members had you then ? It does not give the total number, but the
number admitted was thirty-five. My predecessor had merged these accounts into one fund; and a rule passed
since then says there shall be ono fund. The rule says that the objects of the Guild shall be “to raise a
fund by entrance fees, subscriptions of the members, fines, donations, rent, and interest on capital, from
which shall be paid on death of a member or a member’s wife, to his widow, himself, or children, the
administrators, executors, or assigns of such member, or his widow, or for tine defraying of the expenses of
tho burial of a member, a sum of money to which lie or they may be entitled by tbe rules of the Society.”
3781. Mr. Itulie.'] Was the hall built since you took office ? Ho, before,
3782. Have you auy It now] edge of what it cost ? I think there is some statement giving the cost.
3783. I suppose all the outlays aud repairs have been added to that? Yes.
'
3784. That is the actual cost at present ? Yes.
3785. What is the whole fetching a year now ? It is let now for a theatre for £10 a week, less of course
the usual charges for insurance and so on.
3786.
^]
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Taking these matters into consideration, would it pay 5 per cent, on the outlay ? Tes, I think it
'
i^u'd, because we have to take into consideration that we have onr own meetings there.
Fab iRRf
-*-3 there not some lawsuit pending about the hall ? I believe it has been settled within the last
*
few evenings.
.
3788. "What amount has that suit cost the Society ? There was £10 10s. paid to the architect, and £3 or
or £4 to the solicitors, and Dr. Donovan’s opinion, the bill for which has not yet come in, say £10 10s.
3789. By whose authority was that undertaken ? Principally by the Warden and Trustees.
3790. Without the sanction of the Council Y I think originally they did it without the sanction of the
Council, though I could not say for certain.
3791. Has the dispute with the St. Leonards Branch been settled ? Tes, it has been settled,
3792. Were not these men trying to get some justice done them ? There has been no move lately made
by them ; they appealed to the Court.
3793. What amount of money was expended in that ? I do not remember, though there was a good deal
of expense. There is one item (December 31,1879) of £20 12s. 4d. for law expenses.
3794. I understood it cost something like £150 ? I know it cost a great deal, aud the Society has always
been put to great expense from time to time for law expenses.
3795. Mr. LanfflRg.] Will you inform the Commission wliat that dispute at St. Leonards was ? I really
could not say exactly how it arose, but shortly after the election of a Warden he took an idea into his
head that they were not paying over there.
3796. Was there not an application from St. Leonards to be allowed to separate from the District ? Tes,
they wished to be separated to another Society called the Catholic Guild, but which we did not recognize,
because they were established without our authority. Authority had been given to start a Branch at Lane
Cove.
3797. And is not Lane Cove the same as North Shore ? We would not have given them the right to
20

open a Branch there,

.

3798. Did you. or did you not refuse to give the Society at North Shore a portion of the funds to which
they were entitled ? Tes, 1 believe it was refused.
3/99. And that is partly the reason why the lawsuit was commenced ? Tes.
3800. Your first rule allows you to have a common fund? Tes.
3801. Are you aware that clause 40 of the Priendly Societies Act says most distinctly that the contribu
tions payable “shall bo entered in a separate account distinct from tho moneys received and paid on
account of any other benefit or fund ; and also that a contribution shall he made to defray the necessary
expenses of management, and a separate account shall he kept of such contributions and expenses”? I
have not gone by that, hut by our own rules.
3802. If the Act says so, does it not clash with your first rule ? Tes.
3803. Then how is it possible for the Eegistrar to certify that the rules are in conformity with law ? I
cannot answer that question j I have carried out my instructions from the Council.
3804. K you look at the accounts for December 31, 1876, you will see there is an amount £1,495 Is. 4d.
loss j is that the loss for the half-year? I do not know what that refers to.
3805. If yon look you will find it is a debit balance ? I do not know what it means.
3806. Was it during your term of ofiice ? I was elected at the very closo of that year.
3807. Ton were in ofiice when it was brought in, 1 suppose ? Tes.
3808. Then will you explain it to the Commission ? The balance-sheet was made out by my predecessor,
but was submitted in my time. It appears that here is set down the amount of funds. It must have
been m connection with the hall if anything.
3809. But it there appears there was a loss of £1,495 ? It appears so there, but unless it is explained in
the report I do not understand it myself.
xmrw
0PPOB’t:f; side you will see a large amount of money in the hands of your ofScers,
£200 los. lid. r That is the time i speak of that there were some defalcations in tho Society, a short time
before I joined it,
3811. Was that made good? It was made good afterwards. I do not know that the full amount was
made good, but it was settled somehow.
3812. Is there anything in your next balance-sheet made good ? It is mentioned in the next, £164 6s. Gd.
received towards that.
3813. Then it was compromised ? Tes.
3814. Was any action taken to protect your members as provided by law for the balance ? There was an
action instituted against these parties, and it was settled by the solicitors by this amount being paid in.
i think it was settled before X came into office.

3815. Was the whole of the amount made good to your knowledge ? According to this, £164 6s. 6d,
3816. Then there was actually a loss of about £40 ? It would appear so.
SSiT. And on the opposite side, are there any law expenses in connection with that? I do not see
anything on the other side,
3818. Ton are not aware that any other action was taken to make good the whole of that money as might

have been. N o, I am not aware; there was some settlement of tho case that I do not remember
exactly,
3819. You are aware that the Friendly Societies Act provides for criminal proceedings being taken ? I
believe they were instituted, but I do not remember how they resulted.
3820. Have there been any recent charges of defalcations against your Secretaries or Bursar ? No.
3821 Do you think it is fair that the members who reside at North Shore should be deprived of all
benefits because they wished to amalgamate with another Society of the same kind? The case was
decided m the Courts against them.
3822. On a technical ground, was it not ? Tes, I think so.
3823. They did not go into the merits of it, did they ? Tes, I think so, hut I really do not remember—it
is some time ago.
3824. From that time has that Society ever received any portion of the funds to which they contributed ?
JN o, but they are still members of the body as country members. They wanted to loin a Society out of
ourselves, away from ours altogether.
3825. But it is called the Catholic Guild ? Tes, but they are not in connection with us—we did not five
them any authority.
ogon
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3826. your cash balance you say is £179 : is that ail you had in hand then to meet sickness and death ?
Mr.
Yes; that is all.
2?. J. Murray.
3827. Then if there were five deaths at £4.'0 each it would consume the whole of your cash P Yes, but we
baxe a Bank overdraft.
20 Fob,, 1882.
3828. Yes, but in point of fact that is all the money you had P Yes; but of course we have property and
so on, on winch wc could raise £5,000 if we required it. I may say that the reason that was so low was
that we had always over a thousand pounds iu hand, and the late Warden paid £1,000 off the mortgage.
3829. In 1874 yon have informed us you had a credit balance of over £0,100. From that time to this,
though you bad money on mortgage and rents coming in, yet at the end of last year we find your total
balance £6,590 7s. ? Yes; that is roughly set down as the cost of the building.
3830. Bo you consider that £450 or £500 as the result of seven years work is keeping yonr Society in a
good position ? It certainly would not be, but that is hardly a fair statement of it; the building of tbe
hall and so on ran tbo Society into a good deal of expense.
■
3831. But you take credit for that ? Just about this time we were thirty years established, and a great
amount of death money had to be paid for old members. .
3832. In 1877 your credit had dwindled down to £5,782, is that correct ? That is correct; there must
have been some loss in connection with the hall.
3833. Could you furnish us with particulars ? As stated before, there were some books lost in connection
with these defalcations.
3834. Then that £1,495 was probably just putin to balance matters ? I do not know: I could make some
further inquiries.
■
3835. Your laws provide that any person who shall be guilty of any defalcation or misappropriation of the
funds shall he expelled, even if he repays it, and shall never afterwards be admitted or recognized; is that
carried out ? Yes.
3836. And has been in all cases ? Yes.
3837. Aro any moneys paid out of your funds for benevolent purposes ? No, none.
3838. None for dinners or anything of that sort? No; there were'some dinners lately went before the
Court.
■
3839. Then do I understand that the amount set down for the ball in your balance sheet is tho actual
cost ? Yes, up to tho present time.
'
The Commission then adjourned until Friday, 24th February.
.
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■prrsmt;—

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.,

M.P., C.M.G.,

Pkesijibnt.

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
E. GEEVILLE, Esq., J.P,
If ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
P. R. HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
E. J. RUBIE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.

The examination of Mr. Thos. Joseph Murray was resumed:—
^
3840. The witness said:—In reply to Mr. Ruble on the last day of meeting I was not certain about tbe t, j. Murray,
amount of law expenses in a certain case. I said I would say yes to the question that they were about
v,
£150 or £200; I found afterwards that the amount was only £35 Cs. 9d., which was paid to Messrs. 24 Feb., 1882.
Ellis & Makiuson. I also make this explanation of the £1,495 that was set down as loss in the balance
sheet for the half-year ending 31 December, 1876. I explained before that I bad just taken tbe secretary
ship at this time aud did not myself make out this balance sheet. I wrote to the person who assisted me
to make it, and be says “The amount of funds for December,* 1876, was wrongly set down as £6,967 11s. Id,,
whereas it should he £5,480.4s., a difference equal to the amount you wmnt to account for.” I presume
this was made out from probably a wrong report being taken up, This would in no way affect the funds
of the Society. Instead of stating £5,480 4s., the amount is £6,967 11s. Id. ; and this made us appear as
if we had a loss instead of a credit, as it was £l,4S7 7s. Id. greater than it ought to have been. Previous
to this time there were some defalcations and books and reports were’ missing, so that probably tbe wrong
balance sheet was taken. He says “ Yon took tbe assets of the Society for the half-year ending 30 d une,
1876, instead of the amount of funds.” It is a clerical error.
3841. Afr. Langley.'] Would you kindly refer to that and see if it is signed by the Auditors or not? Yes,
it is signed by the Auditors.
3842. As correct ? Yes.
3843. And you say they signed a balance sheet totally incorrect? It was a clerical error.
3844. But how can it he that when you put down £1,400 as loss, and you get two gentlemen to certify to
it as correct ? I presume they must have taken it for granted.
3845. Would you kindly mention the names of the Auditors ? Thomas 9. O’Connor and Mark T. Ronan.
*
At this time some of the books were missing, and probably the balance sheet was made out by taking tbe
report; and tbe gross amount was taken instead of the balance.
3846. Yonr assets here are £6,967 ? Thus there would have been no loss.
3847. What is tbe amount of assets you should have carried forward ? That was the amount of funds
on hand in June, £5,480 4s.
3848. In that report under any circumstances there must be some mistake, for tbe Guild Hall is repre
sented as a portion of your funds, £4,950; and you had on mortgage £1,075 ; there was an amount due
of £205 15s. lid. by the Past Bursar and Secretary, which I! presume you call funds, as it was repaid
afterwards;
486—Q

* Qy. June.
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T J ^Murrn a^erwar^8 ; and £80 15s. 5d. in the Savings’ Bank; £2 5s. 5d. cash in hand, besides a lot of goods
*
which I presume represent money, and which you would take as a portion of your balance ? I think the
Feb.
balance is perfectly correct otherwise, and feel certain it is, with the exception of putting that down.
This was a mistake against the credit of the Society, for we showed we had a loss, whereas we had not a
loss. The whole thing is explained in this way, that this amount was put down instead of the £5,480 4s.
It could have been put down with no object to defraud the public, but was simply a clerical error.
3849. But it is certified to by your Auditors ? 'Well, they would have to answer for that.
3850. Mr. Smith.'] I suppose that balance sheet after being received from the Auditors was submitted to
the Council for approval ? Tes, and submitted to tbe members.
3851. And they have overlooked this ? Tes, as far as I remember.
3852. If that sort of thing has been done in the past, under the working of the present Briendly Societies
Act, is it not possible it can bo done again ? I do not think it would be possible for it to occur now, in
the present state of management of the funds: and I do not think it would have occurred at this time, hut
for want of knowledge. There was a kind of hiatus, owing to the books having been taken away.
3853. Is it not a fact that some of your books were missing? Tes.
3854. Then is there not a difference as between the amount claimed and the amount credited to the
Society of some £50—how does that come about ? I do not know, I presume it was left in the hands
of tho solicitors to settle. I feci certain at the time there was a desire to press this amount with the
utmost rigour of the law, and they would not have accepted anv settlement unless it was satisfactory to
the Guild.
,
3855. Ton have stated in the report that it cost the Society in a law case £35 6s. 9d. when they were
nonsuited ? Tes.
3856. Do you know anytliing about law costs in a case of nonsuit; in such a case the party nonsuited
has to pay the costs ? Indeed.
3857. It must have cost the Torch Shore Lodge of your Society the same ? No, it did not; it was not
a Branch of our Society at all.
■
3858. Tour own costs were £35 6s. 9d.? Tes.
3859. Then it must have cost them as much ? I do not know ; this Branch was not a Branch of our
Society.
l
3800, But had it not been at one time ? No.
3861. Then it was not in connection with the funds of the North Shore Branch of your Society ? It
was another Society that sued us.
3862. But was it not with regard to a portion of the funds of a Branch at North Shore which was
connected with yours ? Tes; but this Branch bore no expense.
3863. Did that Branch at North Shore which started as the Lane Cove Branch not 'receive from the
proper authorities a warrant or dispensation to open over there ? They did not receive a warrant to open
at North Shore.
3864. Did tiiat Branch of the Society which you say was the Lane Cove Branch receive a warrant to open
over there ? 'Where is over there ?
3865. At North Shore, Lane Cove is Nonh Shore ? They received a warrant to open at Lane Cove, but
instead of doing lhat they opened in the same room as an already existing Branch of tho Society.
3866. Mr. Moldsworth?\ This is a balance sheet or statement of accounts for December, 1881 ?' That is
the last one.
3867. In it I see you estimate the Guild Hall at £7.597 14s. 2d. ? Tes.
■
3868. That is the amount that you really paid for it? Tes.
3869. Tou have a Savings’ Bank mortgage for £2,000 ? Tes.
3870. Then £5,597 14s. 2d. has been paid, I take it, out of the funds belonging to the different Guilds?
Certainly it must have been.
3871. Tou keep your accounts, I think, altogether? Tes,
.
3872. Then the Guild accounts are kept along with the ordinary accounts ? Everything is kept in ono
fund.
.
3873. Have any of your members analysed them to see what sort of an investment this is for your
Society : is there any properly appointed party to watch over tliis ? I do uot understand what sort of a
person you mean.
■
3874. Is there auy one who does this ? I presume the same as any other Society.
.
3875. Is there any separate account kept by which you can see what the income and expenditure of the
building is ? No ; alt the accounts are kept together.
3876. The income last half-year was £260 rental ? Tes.
3877. Tho expenditure would be, taking them out, insurance, interest, law expenses, were they on that ?
I do not know.
3878. The architect’s fees were on that? Tes.
3879. And plumber £3 11s. Gd., was that on the building ? Tes.
3880. And rates, £24 13s. 2d. ? Tes.
,
3881. Making an expenditure of £230 against £260 rental, and leaving an interest of £30 on £5,597—
Is that a good investment for the Society ? Tou must calculate that we have saved rent amounting to
£4 a week.
3882. And there is independently of that I sec insurance (say £63) for the half-year in addition, so that
would be nearly £100 on the £5,000 as interest ? To this must be added the rent we save for meetings
for four Lodges, and rent saved for Secretary’s residence, as he lives in the building. I think the amount
of £4 a week was paid previously for a room which was totally inadequate.
3883. Tour sick pay I find was £475 6s. 6d., the Mortuary and "Widow aud Orphan Fund, £190 ? Tes.
3884. And chemist and doctor, £475 15s. 5d. ? Tes, that is correct.
3885. What was paid to your Secretary ? £47 10s.
3886. What was your total expenditure? £1,188 11s. lid.
3887. Can you tell me what was your income proper for contributions, accouchement fees, entrances, and
. subscriptions? £1,202 11s.
3888. Then the income proper was £1,202 11s., and the expenditure £1,188 11s. lid., and you say your
rent was £200 a year which you saved; then had you had to pay rout you would have been £80 behind
hand that half-year ? Tes.
3889.
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3889. Do you not think then it would be better to have these accounts kept separately, so that every
Mrm ember could have a bird's-eye view of the actual position of things ? Everything is put down, and any
Murray,
one wishing as you have done could find out all particulars from the balance sheet.
24 Peb., 1888.
3890. Do you think half-a-dozen of your members have done that ? I am sure they have. _
3891. Among the general body of your members ? There are many who go in for calculating.
8892. Are you aware that the Friendly Societies Act makes special provision that you shall keep separate
accounts ? It was pointed out to me the other day; but our rules say we shall keep them in one fund. I
do not think there would be much difficulty in keeping separate accounts.
3893. Do you think it would he advisable in future that the accounts should be kept separate ? I do
not know. I do not see any advantage in keeping the Widow and Orphan Fund and these things
separate.
t'
3894. But I mean keeping the Guild accounts separate from the benefit funds ? I believe the clearer
you keep the accounts the better, and have always thought we gave a clear statement of accounts myself.
3895. I think you said you had given no consideration to the question of having a graduated scale ? Ko, I
do not pretend to know anything of the question.
■
_
3896. Are you aware that a man of twenty is likely to live longerthan one of forty ? I should think so.
3897. Are you aware that an Insurance Company will charge you more at fifty than at twenty for life
insurance? Yes, I am aware of that.
3898. Do you not think it would be more equitable if you were to carry out something of this principle ?
If it were shown to me that it was a benefit I should be glad to adopt it, but I have given no attention
to it.
3899. Mr. Qrcville.'] Speaking only from the experience of your own Societies,‘do you not think it would be a
good thing that all Societies’ accounts should be audited by an independent auditor? Yes, I do think so.
3900. And that that Auditor should he a Government officer ? I think it would be an excellent thing.
In connection with this subject, I may say it is very difficult to get men to keep and audit accounts, and
sometimes you do not get very intelligent men.
3901. You gave just now as the cost of the hall and ground, £7,597 14s. 2d. ? Yes.
3902. Your answer would lead the Commission to believe that that was the total cash cost ? Yes, that is
the total cash cost of the building and purchase of land.
3903. Are you clear on that point: have there been no deductions ; is not the sum you have stated the
ledger balance ? I have not looked back, but since I have been in office everything has been put down,
and that has been stated as the cost. I noticed some small deduction for the sale of old timber, but there
were no deductions except that.
■
3904. And there have been no credits that have been paid to it ? There has been nothing but this old
timber.
,
_
3905. Then you cannot say for certain whether the sum mentioned is the cost or the sum at which the
building now stands in the books ? I think it is the first cost.
3906. Did yon give the amount as it stands in the ledger? Yes.
3907. You do not take into consideration the present value ? I do not. I helicvo it is considerably more.
3908. Do you not believe that if, like another Society, you had brought, tbo present value of it, the
account would show a considerable increase ? Yes ; the land cost something like £1,700, and it is now
worth £100 a foot, and there are 45 feet, which would make it worth £4,500 for the land alone.
Band further down the street has brought more.
3909. Do your rules require you to place all the money received into one general fund ? I take it that
the first rule says that.
3910. And did the Eegistrar pass that rule ? He passed a rule without any comment that I remember.
3911. You therefore consider the Society justified in keeping onh- one account? Yes, it was commenced
before I took office, and I continued it on.
■
3912. Much reference has been made to a mistake which was made in the balance sheet a few years
ago, in which a large sum was put down for loss. "Was that mistake likely to make the Society
appear to its members in a more favourable position than it really was? Aio, it would appear in a
worse position.
3913. Then the mistake could not have been inserted for the purpose of bolstering up the appearance of
the Society? Certainly not.
3914. Mr. Abigail.] Your Society is a religious society ? A religious benefit society.
3915. Docs it dispense'anything for charity apart from legitimate benefits? No, we give nothing for
charity. I am speaking of course of my own time.
3916. If you will follow me—I am quoting from the preface—it speaks of the wide usefulness and
success of your Society; had it been a success np to that time ? That was the preface to a previous
edition of the rules. I was not in the city at the time.
_
3917. If you turn to the next page you will read, “The constitution of tho Society, in that it relates to
subscriptions, payments to the scale of relief, &c., was established ou tbe tables of eminent actuaries”; is
that so ? I must make the same answer to that as to the others. I was not a member at the time it was
written.
3918. Does it apply to your Society ? Yes.
_
_
_
3Q19. Now, can you tell us what was the contribution at that lime certified by these actuaries ? I
may make a mistake in stating it I do not know whether there was any difference between the
contribution then and now. It is fifteen years ago ; since my time the contribution has been always tbe
same.
■
'
3920. Then lower down it says, “ The funds, as compared with the number of 'members, aro unpreeedently
large.” Can you say if that was so ? I cannot. I should imagine it was true, or it would not be put
there.
_
3921. Would these remarks apply to your Society it its present condition ? They are not intended to
apply to it in its present condition.
3922. Are you working under this code of rules? Yes, but that is a preface to a previous edition.
3923. Are your funds at the present time, “ as compared with the number of your members and taken in'
consideration with your liabilities, unpreeedently large ” ? It would take an actuary to answer that
question. I do not know the funds of any other Society to compare them with.
3924.
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3fl24. Do the members of your G-uild, in your opinion, reap greater advantages than other Benefit Societies ?
i. J. Murray, p believe they receive as great benefits as any other Societies; there are tho temporal benefits, and they
20Vb~1882 have the spiritual benefits, which we think others would not consider a benefit,
■'
'3925. On page (i of the preface it says, “ And once again, it is an open Society. The secret Societies, to
belong to which puts a man at once out of Christian Communion, are day by day, by the crimes of which
they are the means or the cause--------- Hare you in your experience any knowledge of XMendly
Societies that would apply to ? I have no knowledge of any Society beyond the Guild. I know nothing
of that; it is an old preface, as J. said before.
*
392G. Can any number of men following your religion establish a Branch without the authority of the
Church or Chaplain ? The rules somewhere state that twenty or twenty-five members applying fora
Lodge to be established in any place, with the consent of the Council, should have it established.
3927. Do you think your Societies hare relieved the State from burdens which would have come on it if
such provision had not been made by the members ? X believe itself it has relieved hundreds of families.
3928. Are you of opinion that the State should exercise a careful supervision over benefit Societies ? I
am.
3929. "Would you favour annual audits by Government Auditors ? I would.
3930. Were your accounts ever submitted to a Mr. Bass, a public accountant? Tsot to my knowledge.
3931. Are you of opinion that a periodical valuation of assets aud liabilities of all Benefit Societies should
take place? X should think it would be a very good thing.
3932. Do you think such should he done by members of the Societies or by Government officers ? I think
it would be more satisfactory and less liable to any mistake if there was a properly constituted Govern
ment officer.
3933. In your experience, are the men appointed to audit the balance-sheets fit to do so ; is the work
performed in a satisfactory and safe manner ?
Tes; since [ have taken office there has been a most
strict scrutiny at every auclii.
3934. Do you attach much importance to correct annual returns being forced on tho Societies? I think
they are certainly very necessary.
3935. Are the returns sent in to you from your Branches, and from you to the Itegistrar, or do they go
direct to the "Registrar ? I have had charge of the Sydney Branches, aud have posted him a copy of our
report.
3936. But the Act makes provision that annual returns of Branches shall be sent to the llegistrar, sotling
forth their rate of sickness and death rale, and the manner in which their funds have been expended ? 1
am not certain that I have sent them in always. I have sent iu returns, and have always sent our animal
reports to the Eegistrar.
3937. Do you examine the returns when they are sent in ? The Sydney ones 1 do ; but I have nothing
to do vvith the country Branches.
3938. Do yon find them correct ? Yes, I have always found them correct.
3939. By whom are they audited ? By the members of the Society.
3940. Does your experience favour Friendly Societies being allowed to sink moneys subscribed for sick
aud funeral benefits in building halls ? I do not know how to answer that; it is a question I have not
considered, aud I really could not give a definite answer to the question.
.
8941. Following that np, I will ask can you state whether the Guild Hall has been a source of profit to
your Society, taking all things into consideration ? X do not think it lias been a very great profit or any
loss. If it were set down at the marketable value, there would be no loss on it.
3942. I see in one of your balance-sheets dated 1880 there is a separate account called the Scarf Account
and Picnic Account? That was merely published to show tho members how the funds of the picnic
were appropriated.
3943. Have you thought sufficiently of the subject to state what in your opinion is a satisfactory amount
per head to make the assets perfectly sound ? 1 have not thought of that.
3944. What amount does your Society show ?
The number of members is 979, but I have not
calculated it.
3945. How much of this is available for present requirements; that is, what is the amount you have iu
hand? £351 14s. Sd.; that was the amount of funds in the Bank on February 18.
394G. That includes calls upon it for deaths, sick pay, mediciues, and other expenses ? All that might
arise ; we have an overdraft at the Bank if necessary.
3947. So if more were required you would have to borrow it at interest ? Yes.
3948. How many meetings do you bold ? Sometimes one a week,
3949. And what wonld it cost if you rented a room to hold the meetings in per night? That is a
calculation I should have to go into. Every second Monday and Tuesday aro Lodge nights; every
Friday night is sick pay night; and the Council meetings aro held once a week. £4 a week vvas paid
some time ago.
•
3950. Are some of your Lodges now not in a sound financial position ? There are only seven Lodges in
.
Sydney, and all the money from these goes into one fund. The Lodges in the country 1 have no
knowledge of their accounts, because we have nothing to do with their funds.
3951. ilavo you provision in your laws for making levies to meet any extraordinary amount of sickness
or mortality ? I do not think there is, but am not certain on the point.
3952. Does your Council make it a portion of their business to consider the financial condition of any of
the Branches ? There are no Branches; the money all goes into one fund.
3953. Are you acquainted vvith James Bennet Hickey, of Victoria ? Ho, I am not.
3954. He is chief of the Hibernian Catholic Society in Victoria ? I do not know him.
3955. Do you think the liabilities of a Society increase as the ages of its members increase ? Well, 1
have always understood that when a Society has been established about thirty years there is a greater
drain on its funds than at the beginning.
395G. I think you said that you thought Is. a week subscription was sufficient? Is. 2d.; T fancy that
would be enough.
3957. Is there any amount paid for any religious observances in connection with your Society ? Yes,
there is an amount paid to the Chaplain.
3958. How much ? It is not a fixed sum; he gets 10s. for saying the funeral service over each member
who dies, and for masses.

3959.
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3950. "Wore you connected with the Society before 1876 ? I was elected on 29th November, 1876.
3960. Do you know if you have had any great differences with retiring officers of your Society in T. J. Murray.
settling up their affairs P Never, since I. have been in oflico.
24 Fob., 1882.
3961. You were a member of the Society before you took office? Not very long.
3962. 1 sec this report, dated 30 June, 1876, states that “ the books were sent to the office of Mr, Bass,
hut he would have nothing to do with them. Mr. Joseph Carroll, special auditor, was then engaged, and
he, after weeks of labour investigating the accounts, has furnished reports, which will be read to you,
their publication at present being deemed inadvisable” ? Anything I know is from hearsay, and I know
nothing personally of the matter.
3963. You do not know whether Mr. Carroll's reports were ever published? No, I do not think they
were ever published; there is a mention made of the matter in tho report dated December, 1876.
3961. Then this report (for June, 1876) states:—l: Your Council has met weekly since February; aud but
for the warm interest shown by all its members, but more especially the Warden, Bursar, Trustee
Fitzgerald, and Councillor Costello, who procured an overdraft from the City Bank, the affairs of the
Society would have been in a bad state ere this, and the erection of the Hall would have been stopped.”
Can you say anything of the reasons which brought the Society to such a state ? I have no knowledge
of the matter myself, and at the time ! do not know that 1 was even in Sydney.
3965. "William Brady is here set down as Warden ; I suppose he could tell us ? He was Warden at the
time.
3966. Who pays the money in your Society ? The Bursar.
3967. Yon have a guarantee, I suppose ? Yes, there is a guarantee given.
3968. Is it given by a G-uarantee Society or individual members? individual members go security, I
believe.
3969. What is the amount ? I think it is fixed at £150.
3970. When you take members as security, do you take any means of ascertaining whether the member
giving the security is able to pay ? It has always been the rule to do so.
3971. Do you not think it would he better to insist upon a guarantee boud from a Society ? If the
Society were to pay it, but it would not be fair for tbe Bursar to pay for the bond, as he receives no
salary,
3972. You do not pay him ? No.
3973. Then, if he misappropriated the funds, you could not proceed against him ? 1 do not know ; he
does not get any salary.
3974. Wonld you favour, iu any new law, a provision making it compulsary to take a guarantee ? Yes, I
would.
3975. Ifr. Stmit/i.] You were uot a member of the Guild when tho land for building tbe hall was
purchased ? No, I was not.
3976. You know nothing about it ? No.
3977. And notbing about the cost of the building ? It was nearly erected when I joined.
3978. Do you know of your own knowledge that there was a report submitted? I could not say ; it was
pretty well all settled when I came in as Secretary, but I. believe I did sec the report at the time the law
proceedings were going ou. I do not think ever read it.
3979. If it was not printed, of course the manuscript copy wonld be in your office? I presume it would
be somewhere.
3980. In looking over this report (for June, 1876) there tire two items under the head of assets, “ Due
by past Bursar and ex-Secretary, per special audit, £205 15s. lid.,” and “ Subscriptions to be accounted
for, £3 13s. d.” ? Yes.
_
3981. Is it not a fact that they repudiated any liability ? I do not know from my own knowledge.
3982. Could you name persons who would be likely to supply the information? Mr. Brady was "Warden
at the time they were suing these people, and it was he who pushed and pressed the matter.
3983. Mr. Aiiyai/.] Were you in office at the time of Mr. MeEugrove having some dispute with the
Society ? He has been making applications during my time, but the claim did not arise during my time.
3984. President.] I asked you on tho last occasion for certain information •in. reference to the total
amount of money paid ou behalf of your District for sick pay and funeral donations ? Yes ; the following
1

8

table will give the information:—
Year.

1876
.......................
1877
.......................
1878
.......................
1879
.......................
1880
.......................
1881.................................

Mortuary,
£
s. d.

566 3
337 0
609 19
5 GO 0
726 0
405 0

4
0
0
0
0
0

Sickness.
£ a.
d.

......... ........
......... .........
......... .........
...................
......... .........
......... .........

998
649
670
782
843
SG6

0
17
0
4
0
3

6
9
6
0
10
G

3985. And what amount has been paid on behalf of medical attendance and chemists ? I will supply that
to the Secretary: I have not got it here.
3986. Mr. GrcvilU ] I think you said your mortuary rate for the last three half-years was exceptionally
high ? The mortuary for all these six years appears to be very high.
3987. But you said in yonr evidence at the last sitting that the rate for the last three half-years had been
exceptionally high ? Fes.
3988. Exceptionally high as compared with previous experience ? I simply stated that from what I had
heard other members say.
3989. Then what do you mean by exceptionally high ? That a greater number have died than in previous
years.
3990. Have you any reason for believing that it will he exceptionally high as compared with future
experience ? I do not think we ought to have any higher death rate than we have had ; all the old
members have died out.
3991. Then may it not bo presumed that the rate of the last three half-years will no longer ho exception
ally high ? I do not think it will he so high for future years.
3992.

r - ■
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3992. And do you found that upon any calculation? I have made no calculation.
'
T. J. Murray. 3993 preddent.] Will you kindly furnish, as an appendix, the total amount of money expended on
oiC'vk'vQO!> medical attendance and medicines, ■with the' total receipts from, all sources, extending over the last five
224 i?0b.f

years nr

les.

■

tt

3994. Have you any suggestions to make that might be embodied in any future legislation ? I do not
think of anything at present; I have not given the thing a great deal of consideration.
3995. Mr. Itubie.] In answer to Mr. Grevillc, you said yon found in looking over the hall accounts some
credits ? I said one credit.
_
3996. How much was it ? I could not say exactly—it was just for the sale of some old materials. It may
have been £300 or £400, hut I could not say.
The Commission then adjourned until Monday, 27 h'ebrunry.

MONDAY, 27 FEBIiUAEY, 1882,
^rrs.cnt:—

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.,

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GEEVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
W.

C.M.G., M.P.,

President.

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
E..ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. E. HOLDSWOETH, Esq.,
E. J. EHBIE, Esq.,

E. LANGLEY, Esq.

Mr. Jeremiah Crowley was sworn and examined:—
3997. Dreddcni7\ You are a member of the Australian Holy Catholic Guild ? Yes, I joined it in 1869.
J. Crowley. 3998. You are a very old member, then ? I am not a member of the Guild now ; I was a member some
time ago, but am not now.
_
27 Eeb., 1883.
"When did you cease to he a member ? Twelvemonths since.
_
_
4000. Why did you cease to be a member ? I will tell you by-and-by ; or, if yon like, I will answer it
now.
4001. Answer it now? The District of St. Leonards, to which I belonged, was abolished, and the
members there felt themselves put to a lot of inconvenience to eomo into Sydney to pay their
subscriptions, and several of us sent in our resignations.
_
_
4002. Did yon hold office ? I held office in the District, and in the parent Guild I was acting Secretary
for a short time.
_
_
_
4003. Was that in connection with the District? I held office in the District for some time, hut in
connection with the parent Guild I held office also.
_
4004. Were you a member of the Guild when land was purchased for the hall in Castlereagh-street? Yes.
4005. Who were the purchasers, do you remember ? Mr. M‘Mahon, of the Macquarie Bond, was one.
4006. Mr, Brady, was he one ? I do not think he was, but am not sure.
_
_
4007. Do you know what was given for the land in Castlereagh-street ? I only received notice to attend
here on Saturday afternoon ; and I do not know exactly, hut I think it was £1,700 or £1,800.
4008. Do you know who sold it ? No.
_
_
4009. Do you know that a larger amount might have been received for it than was received? Ido not
know that it was sold..
.
4010. It is the Liverpool-street property ? Oh, I do not know anything about that property ; I thought
you referred to the Castlereagh-street property.
_
4011. Did you ever hear that a larger sum might have been received for it than was received ? I cannot
say that I ever did.
_
_
_
4012. Can yon tell what was the number of members in the Society during the time you were Secretary ?
When I joined the Society in 1869,1 was induced to join it because I looked about me and thought there
was no other Society like it in New South Wales. I saw the rules were certified by. Mr; Eobert
Thomson, of the Australian Mutual Provident Society, and I had sufficient confidence^ in him as an
actuary, so that I joined it in preference to any other. The funds then averaged something like £9 or
£10 a member. He certified the tables, and the number of members was about six or seven hundred.
4013. Have you any idea of the expenditure of the Branch during any one of these years ? I have not,
but it was very slight; it was managed in the parish schools, audit it was continued to he so managed it
would be the most prosperous Society in New South Wales ; but when the Districts were amalgamated it
increased the expenditure and lessoned the interest of members.
4014. Can you tell me what was the expenditure of the Guild ? No, I cannot, as I handed over all the
documents to my successor when I ceased to be Secretary.
4015. Were you a member in 1875 and 1876 ? Yes, I was a member from 1869 until last year.
4016. Have you any knowledge of a defalcation that was alleged to have taken place in 1875 or 1876?
Yes,there was something of that kind; there were some errors in the making up of the accounts, and.
the previous Secretary said he would make good any deficiency ns soon as it was made known.
4017. Did he do so ? He did.
_
4018. Under pressure or voluntarily ? He wrote to say he would make good anything, and there was
more than he anticipated ; but until he was satisfied that all these errors were established be was unwilling
to pay until obliged to do so.
_
_
4019. Were any proceedings taken against the Secretary ? I believe he was threatened with a lawsuit,
and the matter was referred to the Guild solicitors.
■
4020. ■ Was a writ issued ? I do not know whether it went to that extent or not.
4021. But the money was made good ? The money was made good.
4022. Have you any knowledge of a deficiency upon tbo receipts—a difference of some £1,400 between
the receipt-sand expenditure? There was no such difference. Mr. Murray wrote to me the other day,
and I showed him where he made the mistake in bringing forward the total amount of assets instead of
the total amount of funds.
1

Mr.
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4023. Do you remember that the auditors audited the accounts and passed that balance sheet and certified ^ ^
to it as being correct ? J have seen auditors do worse things than that, considering the kind of auditors
there are.
. ±
? 4v 27 Feb., 1882,
4024. You remember that such was the case ? Yes, but that does not substantiate the ialsity ot tne
Accounts.
*
4025. You think, then, it was simply a want of knowledge or qualification for auditing accounts ? Nothing
else.
4026. Do you remember that in 1876 there was a special audit by Mi-. Carroll? Yes.
4027. Have you a copy of that ? No, I left everything ivith my successor.
.
4028. Then who has got a copy of that report? The solicit ors I suppose would be the parties who would,
have it; the matter was referred to them, and they would have the report to go upon.
4029. Do yon know the substance of the report—could you tell it from memory ? 1 cannot, except that
the ex-Secretary and Bursar were held to be responsible for some inooey, and both of them promised to
make good any moneys that they were alleged to be deficient of in their accounts. In our Society the
widow and orphan are concerned, and the highest officer, if guilty of any malpractice would be exposed,
for the Society is as open as Port Jackson.
,
4030. You are not in a position to inform the Commission in reference to the Society since you left it? * .
4031. Do you believe the present Act is sufficient ? If the Societies were worked according to the Act,
and compelled to make animal and quinquennial returns, I believe half the Societies would be unable to go
on; for within twelve months two Societies went over to North Shore and advertised that they would
take members for 30s. and 35s., whereas if they came into the Guild they would be required to pay £10.
4032. What Societies do you refer to ? One was I believe a Branch of the Oddfellows, and the other a
Society T never heard of before, tbe Square Gardeners or something of that sort.
4033. Free Gardeners ? Yes, that is it.
...
.
4034. Can yon tell the Commission what, in your opinion, is the position of the Guild at the present time,
and its financial position regarding its obligations to its members? Well, I have been for a long time
thinking that the Guild, if it were localized instead of being one large Society, and divided into panahes
or districts, and made self-supporting, would be in a better position in a few years.
i « •
4035. But what is your opinion in reference to them at the present time ? Well, since I left the Society
I have taken no interest in them, but I know they are poorer by two or three pounds a head, than they were
when I joined them. But if the increased value of the ball, the great advance in the price of land m
Sydney for the last few years, be taken inlo account, the Guild is now more prosperous than ever it was.
An appraiser would now value it at more than double the Society’s estimate,
4036. I understood you to say that the Guild, when you joined it, was worth about
or £9 per head?
Yes.
‘
4037. Do you know the value of the funds now? You have a return there. _
4038. Would you think if it showed they were worth £4 a head, that their position was as good as when
you joined ? Why no, by no means, as the old members’ claims become greater every year. ^
_
4039. Would you think it a good position if there were a loss on the half-year of £100, that is supposing
they had to pay rent? Well, the hall is letting so well now that it will tend to raise the Guild to its
former position, as it used to suffer a good deal for want of its being let.
_
_
4040. But supposing the expenditure has been £3,100, and the receipts £3,000, what would their position
be ? Of course if they did not increase their members they would soon go to the wall.
4041. The Guilds have a fixed contribution, have they not? A uniform contribution.
_
4042. Arc you in favour of that, or do you prefer a graduated scale ? ] would prefer a fixed scale of
contributions, and a large entrance fee according to age. The Guilds take members for twelve months,
and if they are not sound at the end of that time they return them the money paid, less the expenses.
There are certain guarantees in the Guild, one, the examination to which a candidate is subjected, that
nobody but strong, healthy people are allowed into it, and without such guarantee no Society can be safe._
4043. Did you separate the accounts or keep them in one? At the time I was Secretary, all the funds oi ■
the Society were used and turned into bricks and mortarfor the hall. The accounts had been kept separate,
but when they wanted money to build the hall, all the available money was used for that purpose and the
funds were turned into one.
T
4044. You approve of the practice of keeping the accounts separate ? I do, because, if one tuna tails,
do not sec why the other funds should be saddled with it.
_
_
_
4045. Yon would keep the funds separate ? Yes, I would. The original rules ot the Guild were grand
rules, but they have been modified over and over again by men who know nothing about them.
4046. You do not regard the present rules as the same ? The principle is the same, but there have been
so many modifications.
'
4047. You are aware that the funds are kept in one account? Just now they are.
4048. And you disapprove of that ? I do.
_
_
4049. And during the time you were bolding the office of Secretary, did you find the Act in any way
deficient in affording proper security to members of your Order? I know there was a large Committee or
Council, and they thought that if they passed a resolution of anv kind the majorities should rule.
4050. What was the contribution of the Guild ? 14d. per member pier week.
_
4051. Is that sufficient do yon think to secure the benefits ? Quito sufficient if they were in small Districts
and there was a careful vigilance exercised. There would he no expense if they were in Districts. In the
early days all the officers were honorary, and there were no expenses.
_ _
4052. Then 14d. in your opinion is sufficient for all purposes? Yes, considering the entrance fees that
are charged, which are very large, in some cases being as high as £ .
4053. How old would that be ? About forty years old.
,
4054. And yon are quite sure that Md. a week is quite sufficient to ensure all the benefits your Society
’
provides for ? Yes, if it is managed properly. The Society was established in 1845, and at the age of
twenty-five was as profitable as at any period of its existence.
.
, ,
. .
4055. Are you aware that the whole of the assets of the Guild at the present time are in the building?
Yes, I believe they are.
■
, , ,
4056. Do you think that is a proper state of things ? I was not in favour of building it with Guild
money.
0
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4057. Do you think that is a proper state of things for a Society to bo in ? I should like to have the
” money otherwise invested.
27^Feb'~i882
^avr! }’ou anything to suggest for future legislation? I have had very little time to think about it.
’’
* I have nothing to suggest.
4059. Mr. Smith.'] Ion stated to the Commission that your connection with the Society dates from 1869?
Tes.
‘
4060. The Society then was in a good and flourishing condition ? Tes.
4061. And with a credit of
or £9 a member ? Tes.
4062. The number of members at that time ? Was 600 or 700,1 believe.
4063. How many Districts were there ? Dour or five.
4064. And each District managed its own affairs ? Tes.
4065. But the whole of these Districts were managed by a Council, were they not ? Tes.
4066. And the funds of the various Districts were kept separate, were they not ? No, the Districts all
paid their own expenses, and contributed so much besides to the general fund.
4067. Do I understand that each Society formed a District in itself? Tes.
4068. Each Lodge managed, its own affairs ? It managed its own affairs in its own District, and sent
delegates to the Council.
4069. Then that was a subordinate Lodge ? It was a District Lodge.
4070. And it sent delegates who formed the Guild Council ? Tes.
4071. And that Council managed the whole affairs of the Guild ? Tes.
4072. Then what proportion did the subordinate Lodges contribute to the Council? All their savings.
4073. After paying doctors and chemists, and so on, was the balance paid over to the Council ? Tes.
4074. And at this particular time did these Societies make a balance as a rule ? When I joined the
Society there was a District called the St. Leonards District; wo used to pay our savings, which went to
the general fund, we have contributed to the Widow and Orphan Eund, and to the general fund; and
whatever we had over and above our expenditure was contributed to these funds. We believe that from
the St. Leonards District, from the time of its erection into a District in 1869 to its abolition in 1879,
£160 of our money clear of all expenditure had gone into the funds of the Central Guild, and at
the time we were abolished, we had fifteen members, so that would give us
13s, d. per head. We were
abolished on the ostensible ground that we were not paying, but these figures will show that we were
paying as well as any Society in the country, small as we were.
4075. The list of Societies given here is that of the Districts ? Ho, I do not know anything about Mount
Carmel.
4076. Well the others, each of them formed a District within itself? Tes.
4077. And they formed the Council? Tes.
4078. And this Council abolished the District at St. Leonards ? Tes.
4079. And you claim that you were entitled to some amount ? We were entitled to £160.
4080. What was the fate of the other fourteen members ? I know there are very few of them members
now; all may have left for all I know.
4081. And did tbe Council provide for them in any way? Tes, by making them join St. Patrick’s
District.
‘
4082. And if they did not choose to do that ? They had to leave the Society.
4083. Then all these fifteen suffered in this way ? I regard it as suffering, though perhaps some of them
do not.
4084. Were any additional charges made on these membei'S for joining St. Patrick’s? Ho.
4085. We clearly understand that up to 1869 the Guild was in a flourishing position ? Tes.
4086. And with an average sum of
or £9 per member? Tes, and believe still it only requires
management to make it what it was.
4087. Will yon tell the Commission what has brought about tbe condition of tbe Society as it now stands,
with reference to its funds and general management? I think with the way the Guild Hall is paying
now it will be equal to what it was.
°
4088. But we simply want to know what has brought about the present condition of the Society? Well
do not think can answer that.
’
4089. Because you have admitted that it has been brought about by bad management and the direction of
the funds into channels other than those for which it was subscribed ? All I can say is that if it was
managed as it was in the early days it would be as prosperous now as it was then.
4090. Well, you have shown that it was managed according to the principles laid down in the Act: now,
during your connection with the Society that principle has been departed from, and you state that since
then it has fallen into disrepute because it was badly managed, and we want yon to state what the bad
management consists of ? VVell, I could not really swear; I may think something is the matter, hut I
could not really swear what it may be.
4091. Well, to the best of your opinion; that is all we want ? Ton have already said that I have said it
•
t‘>ri , ^ ,manaSeme:nfHaving left the Society, I do not think the Commission would expect me to give
full details. . If the Guild were obliged to adhere to the workings of a Society under the Act there would
be no necessity for the Commission. They did many things not in accordance with the Act, and one
departure from the rules led to another, and so the management became generally loose.
4092. And it is your opinion that the Act is ample in itself to regulate the workings of these friendly
Societies ? I believe if the Begistrar, instead of doing as he does—take a guinea for every rule—provided
that every Society should bring a certificate from an actuary that the contributions would ensure the
benefits, it would be sufficient; and if these and the reports were laid annually before Parliament, the
public would be cautioned as to tbe Societies that were not in a good financial position.
'
.
4093. Then you think if the Act had been fairly administered the position of the Society would have
been better ? Tes, I believe it would.
4094. Then, through the whole of your experience in connection with the Society, you have come to the
opinion that if the Act had been fairly administered this particular Society would have occupied a better
position financially ? I have.
.
4095. Then you attribute the position it now occupies to the fact that the Act has not been fairly
administered ? Tes.
£8

£10

£8

1

4

1

1

The witness retired and the Commission deliberated.
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The examination of the witness was resumed:—
J. Crowley,
4096. Mr. Abigail,'] Have you been a member of any other Society ? Ho, I have not.
4097. Have you had anything to do with the returns of your Society for the Eegistrar? Ho.
27 Feb., 1882.
4098. How are they compiled—by the various Branches ? Bach District sends in its returns for the year,
and from these returns a balance-sheet and statement of income and expenditure are prepared for the
whole Society and sent in to the Begistrar.
4099. Then there is only one balance-sheet? Only one, representing the whole District.
4100. From your experience of the Auditors, do you think that the work should be performed by a
Government officer? "Well, I do not like to impose everything upon the Government, but would rather
®uggesf that the Government should supply a form of account to each Society, and that this form, filled
in annually, should be sent into the Begistrar, Then the accounts would bo uniform, and the Begistrar
would see any defects in the Society.
4101. Then you think that the Begistrar should examine the accounts and certify that they are correct ?
No. If from the Government forms of account were supplied to all Societies, these would be filled in
and sent in to the Begistrar, and he would be able to see whether these wrere solvent Societies or not.
4102. Yes, but what about examining tbe different accounts in the balance-sheet, who should do that, in
your opinion ? If these forms were sent in, he would see at a glance whether the Society was solvent or not.
4103. Now I want to know whether your experience of auditing has been sufficient to enable you to say
that the Society should do it or a Government officer ? Well, no doubt a Government officer would do it
more efficiently.
4104. Do I understand you to be in favour of an actuarial certificate in the establishment of new
Societies? Certainly.
4105. Would you favour a provision in any new Act for a periodical investigation into the affairs of
Societies ? I would; as it is provided for in tbe Companies’ Act,
4106. Do you think the contingent liabilities of Societies increase as they get older ? Well, there is an
offset against this in the accession of newr members.
4107. Have you thought it out what addition of new members is necessary to meet that ? No, I have not.
4108. I see in your book you state the scale of tables of your Society in its early days was certified to;
by whom ? By Hr. Eobert Thomson of the Mutual Provident Society.
4109. Wore the contributions then the same as now? Ivo, there have been modifications made by the
Council, but I do not know the tendency of these alterations.
4110: That paragraph in this preface exercised an influence in inducing you to join the Society? I think
that is one of the most modern codes of rules. No, it never influenced me.
4111. But the fact that Mr. Thomson had certified ? That was the principal thing that influenced me.
Of course I preferred a Society based upon religion if the benefits were the same.
4112. The Friendly Societies Act makes provision for dealing with any person who misappropriates the
funds of a Society—are you aware of that? I am quite aware of it,
4113. And your laws also deal with the matter, making provision that any member misappropriating or
using any funds, the third rule says:—“All moneys received on account of contributions, donations,
entrance, fines, or otherwise, shall be applied towards carrying out the objects of the Society, and paying
the expenses of management according to tbe rules thereof. Any officer misapplying the funds shall
repay the same and be,expelled, and shall never after be readmitted or reinstated.” Canyon say whether
that law was enforced in the cases you referred to ? Yes, they made ample amends for their fault.
4114. Mr. Langley.] You have just stated that these gentlemen made ample atonement: if the accounts
show that they paid something less than £50 less than the special audit showed was due, do you believe they
made ample,atonement ? I would not if tliere was £50 deficient, but I do not believe there was fifty pence.
4115. If it is stated in this account here that such was the case, you would not consider that making
ample atonement ? 1 would make them pay the last farthing.
4116. You stated that, over and above,your working expenses or actual expenses, your profits were sent in
for religious purposes or for the working of the Guild ? It was sent in for the widow and orphan, and
to provide mortuary expenses and sick benefits ; not for religious purposes.*
4117. That is, the money was actually sent in for the widow and orphan and mortuary expenses ? Yes.
4118. That money which you say was paid in by the St. Leonards District was amalgamated with the
general fund of the Guild ? Tes. St. Leonards was a Branch as much as St. Mary’s or St. Benedict’s.
4119. "Were, you one of the persons who took action against the Guild for the purpose of obtaining your
due proportion of the money due ? I took no action except protesting against the action of the Council.
4120. Did you take legal proceedings ? No ; it was a matter for Equity, and we could not afford it.
4121. Do you think that if the provisions of the Act had been carried out with due regard to the arrange
ment of your funds and the workings of your Society as you joined it, the money could have been taken
from St. Leonards Branch and kept from them ? It was not taken away from us.
4122. But it was kept from you ? It was in the bands of the parent Guild. Every year we had to send
the savings of our District to meet the Insurance Fund, and to make a reserve fund for anything that
might he required.
4123. More the members of your Society in any way consulted as to their wishes whether they were to
be abolished or not ? I am sure every one of us was opposed to abolition,
4124. I simply, ask were you consulted? No.
4125. Then, without the consent of the subscribing parties to that fund, their rights as a separate District
were abolished and you were attached to some other portion in Sydney ? The Council resolved to abolish
the District, and called a general meeting at which we were represented ; and though wc protested they
abolished it.
o
r
j
4126. Had your Distinct any voice in the management of your funds ? TYe were represented in the
Committee of Management or Council.
4127. But you stated that several alterations were made in your laws: when you joined, did your rules
give you any right to a voice in the management of your funds ? "We were represented on the Council.

4128.
Note {on rcpjsim)
On Mr. Langley insinuating that the surplus funds of the Guild were devoted to religious
purposes, 1 said when Catholics contributed to religion they did so above board : they never supported religion bv robbing the
wiaoiy and orphan. The managers of the Guild held the funds as Eacred as he held the apple of his eye,
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4128. You Tolunteered some evidence as to Lodges starting at North Shore; have you any personal
knowledge of the facts ? No.
t
4129. Then if the Constitution of one Order shows that the fees are higher than those of the_ Catholic
Guild, how could you inform the Commission that they were taking less? I have my knowledge on'the
instability of Societies opened when they are paying fees equal to the Guild.
_
4130. But suppose one of the Societies charges higher ? Then that will bo so much to their advantage.
4131. Then how can you make that coincide with the answer you have given to the Commission that tho
Societies that have been established over there could not possibly carry out their obligations ? "Well, that
was if they gave the same benefits as the Guild. They advertised to establish on half-fees.
.
4132. If the Begistrar certifies such a rule ? He never looks as to whether the contributions are sufficient
to guarantee the benefits, provided you put your guinea down.*
_
4133. Mr Mubie.~\ You have had a good deal of expense in the Guild in lawsuits for some time? The
reports will show that.
.
•
4134. Do you know of your own knowledge? Yes, there w'ere some law expenses.
4135. Do you think in any new Act these expenses might be done away with, by having a Court of
Appeal composed of members of various Societies ? 1 know one case in which the judgment of a
Court of Arbitration was given against the Chairman of a Society, and the report was never acted upon.
4136. But I am referring to one in which the members of the Court should be composed of members of
different Societies ? Not unless the rules were uniform, as they would know nothing about the workings
of the Societies.
4137. But would they not know more than a Judge, who knows nothing ? Probably they would.
4138. Mr. Gelding^] Are you aware on what basis Mr. Thomson has certified that the scales laid down
were correct P I should think upon the principle of actuarial science.
_
4139. Do you know whence he gained that knowledge ? I know he was a Bellow of the Institute of
Actuaries.
_
_
4140. Are you aware that other actuaries one and all certify that the tables of Priendly Societies as at
present worked are thoroughly valueless ? No, I am not aware of that.
4141. Then I presume if you saw a person who wrote himself actuary certify to tables you would believe
they were ‘quite correct ? Actuarial science can be so demonstrated that they could come to tho
calculation.
, _
_
4142. Do you believe he ever went into the question of the actuarial position ? 1 think he did, and that
he was paid for it.
■
4143. What amount was he paid ? I am not aware.
4144. You are not acquainted with Priendly Societies in. Great Britain ? Except what I have read about
them.
_
4145. Did you ever see the tables of the M.TT. in Great Britain, the sliding scale? No, X have not.
4146. Are you aware that to insure the same rate of benefits we are receiving here, we should have to pay
something about 2s. a week on an actuarial basis by even an actuary belonging to a Bnendly Society ?
We arc in a healthier country, and get more for our investments.
_ _
_
4147. Do you think there is such a great difference between the mortality in Great Britain and that in
New South Wales as to warrant a man-----? Well, in some parts of England it is very great, reaching as
high as fifty in the thousand, while it is only fifteen a thousand at North Shore.
4148. What is it in Sydney ? I do not know.
4149. Is it not equal to that of large towns in Great Britain ? Unfortunately it is the last few years I
believe.
_
4150. Have you paid any attention to the Priendly Societies Act; you said it would be perfect if it were
properly worked r No; I said if its provisions had been enforced many of the Societies would he in a
better position than they are now.
_
4151. That is in reference to-----? The annual and quinquennial returns,
_
_
4152. Do you not think, in framing a uew Act, before a Lodge was allowed to be opened it should send in
its proposed rules, scales of payment, and benefits to be given to the members ? I go thoroughly with
you in that, and think it is quite indispensable to the working of a Society.
_
4153. Presidml.'l Have you any desire to supplement your evidence by any statement, or any suggestions
to make ? No ; I might make a few suggestions. At one time I paid a good deal of attention to the
working of the Societies, and I think they ought to be assisted by the Government: and that it is a pity
that there should be such laxity in carrying out the Act.
_
4154. You highly approve of the principle of the Mutual Provident Society ? Yes.
4155. And do you think the A.H.C. Guild is able to pay £40 on the death of a member for 14d. a week ?
But they do not die at once.
_
4156. But in ease of death ? A member joins sound and in good health, and the mortality amongst them
is only three in a hundred, I think.
4157. Then in reference to tbe initiation fees, I understood you to say you were opposed to a graduated
scale ? I would have levies by means of which a prosperous Branch would help a weaker Branch.
4158. Then you have nothing further to add to the evidence you have given ? No.
_
4159. If there is anything subsequently, you may write it out and give the Commission the benefit of it,
and they will append it to yonr evidence ? I will in a week or two.
_
4160. Mr. Gelding.'] Did I understand you to say that your Society’s sick pay was refused to a member if
he was ill of a chronic complaint ? "We pay nothing for the first twelve months.
4161. He has to be in your Society twelve months before he is submitted to the test of a medical gentle
man ? No ; he is submitted twice—on joining, and at tbe end of twelve months.
4162. Supposing that during that time he contracts any disease likely to be chronic, do yon think it fair,
considering he joined as a sound member, that he should he debarred from his benefits? Justice to tbe
other members requires it, "We must keep the law in all cases,
4163. But I ask you about the justice of it ? Tho good of the many must be attended to.
* Noth (on revision) :—The Kcgistrar’s certificate is no guarantee of safety. He certifies to the legality, not to tho
soundness of the constitution of a new Society or the alteration of rules of an old Society.

"William
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"William Brady sworn and examined:

4164.

President^

Are you a member of tbe Australian Holy Catholic Guild ? Tes.

4165. How long have you been connected with it ? Over twenty years.
"What offices have you held ? The Councillorship and Wardenship.
4166.
4107. In the District ? Tes.
AVhat office do yon hold now ? None; only a member.
.
o-Unn mth tbn District?
4168.
__ Can you tell the Commission what number of members you have m connection with the District ?
4169

I could not be exact, but about a thousand.
a
4170. Conld you tell the amount of money paid last year for sick pay.

t

^ ca^not-

p

Th ,

ld b

4171. Could you tell us anything about tbe sale of the land in Liverpool-street? That was sold by
4l72°WaB there not an offer made privately for fully £500 more than it fetched ? Not that I am aware of.

ga

^ ^ “d a

deai °f

remember some defalcations occurring
tionexcepf the audit.

were, and to what amount ? I+could not give -yinformWe could not tell wLt the defalcations were, but I tbmk it was Mr. Carroll who

discovered them.

4177. Have you a copy of his report ? No. _
4178. Do you know who has ? X think the solicitors.
4179. Can you state the substance of it ? No, not frommemory.
4180. The officers took action to recover the amount? Tes.
4181. Was the amount recovered ? The affair was handed over to the solicitors;
about it.

-i

t

Ww nnthino'
g

the officers knew not

vt • i

4182. But was tbe whole amount recovered ? 1 tbmk so.
4183. Was not tbe amount over £200 ? No it was not.
,
ai
Does tbe balance-sheet show it was over £200 r Not that I am aware of.
, . .,
DSSa.?,?SSt,«t 31 December, 187G, ,ho» tb.t?
wtate.or
auto puim .t
was put, down. It was left in the solicitors’ hands—at nil events I bad nothing to do with it except to
SlSyonSr^thing .tout the balance-shoet of 1876, showing adelei.noy of £1,495? That

4187a Can'rou explain that mistake? Of course I cannot, but the Secretary did.
4188. Are you aware that the same balance-sheet was submitted to auditors and^PF^ed of by
f .im not -1 know nothing about tbe thing, because it was all in the hands of tho Secretary.
4189 ^ut as amiatter of*fact, as a member of tho Society, and *

p
.

^ 7“

that the accounts were audited by Mr. Thomas O’Connor and Mr. Mark T. Honan and certified as
corrett ?

I never took the slightest notice of it, and if it was loss we should know it; hut it must be a

So^But Kuppow°the repo^mid balance-sheet were read to tbe meeting ?

Tes, but if X remember

4^ try^elbi a^twSnt time the whole of your funds go into one fund ? I believe so.
nQ9 ITTuv Inno- his that been the practice ? I never knew it to be any other way.
£51 S wor^iie accounts nevePr kept separate and distinct? The accounts, when thereport was
brought up, were separated, showing the different amounts put away for various accounts, but 1 think it

was always one General Fund.
.. .
4194 But were not different accounts kept ? I do not think so.
^
, , . ., r -i-^
4195 Then am I to understand that there was always one General Fund ? Tes ; but m the dividing of
money there would be so much put down for General F und, and so much for Widow and Orphan, but it
° iVyour opbfion!^1 thTfinaneial position of your Society as good now as it was ten years ago?

4196

K Do you know what the accumulated funds are now ?

X do not, except from the report.

tbe hall now is worth doublo the money it was when it was put UP4198. Ton take the assets of the Society at the present time------■?
the hall was sold off it would bring double what is down there.

m ,

, ,,

_ ,,

I believe

To be better now than ever.

4199 Are von aware that the whole of the assets are m tlm hall itself,

xes.

_

I

If

_

420o! Do you know there is a very small sum of money available for general purposes. I do not knor
anvtliine about that; I never go near them now.
,, M
4201. And do you believe tbe Society is as well managed now as when you were an officer ? Well, there
are always differences in a Society, but I think so.
_
« ■, j P
4202. Are you aware of the contributions being uniform in connection with your Guild ? Tes.

long And do you approve of that system? I think so long as it pays it is well enough.

4204:' DoyoubelievPeP14d. a week is sufficient to secure the donation to 5-year old membersof the
sum of £40? I do not think it would stand the test at present if all the members did pay m ; but
there are a great many that are admitted but do not keep themselves good on the books.
4205. But tfiey woul/not be entitled to the funeral donation, would they ? A man may owe 14b., and ff
he dies he would be entitled to the benefit if he pays. When be is 14s. bad, 2s. 6d. would keep him
4206 °Theu JouBmk 14d. is sufficient to insure to all your members in case of death £40 £20 from
the Widow and Orphan Fund, and £20 from the General Fund, and also a guinea a week in case ot
sickness ? Tes, it has done so now.
4207 Tou believe it is sufficient ? I think so.
^ ^
420s; Have you had much to do with the Friendly Societies Act during the time you have been an office
bearer ? No, not much.
. .
„ T,
,
. - ,.
4209. Have yon any knowledge of its provisions ? 1 have read part 01 it.
4210. Have you found any inconvenience from it ? Not the sbghtest.

4211.
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wellrefuktJ^o^vP14
th! fPP°rt
relief T^ur members would expect to find it afford a
r^V lr
4 boeicty ? I thmk so; it has seemed to work well.
27 Feb,, 1882.
llaVe y°U anythlng to suggest'for
future legislation that might be embodied in a new measure ?
W.

Brady,

?rave y0U ever hccn conneetcd with any other Society P I was in the Oddfellows.
4214. Many years ago ? Tes, twenty years ago.
‘
4215. Tou are not a member now ? No
2 ,-f™ It
f,“tM °f ‘l0 f““ ,lt Mr'
1
»f -,our Sociey, l»™e
frkl'

£',mS‘i.'T,*h?se ch’'™? ,H; wa* P“d off n» .•mr other member; ho ™ two rear.
the
ooom L“ „a u.
t0“l h" 420 “ “ ,taJ
1 d”
«• tJ»rt claim be

Mr. Edward Joseph Ruble sworn and examined:__
Are you a meraber o£
friendly Society? Of tbe A.H.C, Guild of St. Mary and

Mr.

E. J. Ruble

lonS have you been a member ? Since 1.848.
27 Feb., 1882.4220. mat offices have you held ? I have been Chief Officer or Warden for about twenty-one years.
***’ ■Tes'1 ™1—«f L

Seal
Ss

E 4- •1 *

haTf JeCU Tembe-r 0f t:!lC ,Holy Catholic &ui]d and ^ office-bearer you
l10Wehf 2nd- ?perienT 1,1 Ule ^“hing of Societies ? I have paid a good
W0l;hmgs of the Society, m order to work out a perfect Society if I could

I bS,™ Smo^ShTE ^rkr”11* 8C“ml

»f *i. Society ?

The mM„eemo„t

toor' t?

at Part'icular ?

“d

^otuheij'o™ Sfr 40 th8 :Pri8"% S°d<lto A“? ^ midlt

f» “e A'1

In not carrying out the rules properly.

^;re ^heir rules not in accord with the Eriendly Societies Act P

Tes.

Hf' T ° y°U/llipr?Ve of ihe.Bystem of ke0P“g tho accounts as disclosed in the balance-sheets? I do

”ffice.
4900

J

1

““ a8’,atl°"

wtk V''at tte pt^oo then ?

and which waa carried'onwhUo I held

To keep tbe imeount. separate in separate funds.

yf0Uir 0pin\T
refer™ce to the financial position of the Society at the present time as
compared with it during the time you held office? It is in a deplorable condition at the present time
and were it not for tbe great asset of the Guild Hall there would be scarcely anything
P
’
tw,' +?° I°U aPPro^e of a Society providing so large a donation as £40 for members in case of death
when they baye been fire years members ? I Jo not think the Guild provides for that; it is ten year?!
4231. Do you think Is. 2d, a week sufficient to secure the payment to a member at death of £40 ? No
C
fta'iy ^ri-ir16 or!gin;4l. t:lbles o1'the Guild were formed by actuarial calculation on the
Guild m Victoria by Dr. Gillies—just the same as going into an Insurance Office : they could insure their
lives for five, ten fifteen, or twenty pounds, and could have 5s., 10s., or 20s. a weelc benefits Then a
efit,s UP to t.ho ase °f sixty-five, at the end of which time he came on the Super
annuation Eund, and got so much a week.
ouperi2fo2TAnd,W01.lld yon prefer a graduated system such as you have indicatod to that made in these rules ?
ifbo’-t
|be ODlyreaBon li: was dev,?ted from was that the majority of members then did not

^ “4 ad°Pted ^ rather aSainSt bhe ^ of those who had Paid

any

ao^' wv? 11jncierstajnd.3?1.1 a.re opposed to a uniform system of contributions ? Tes.
4234. With
reterence
to initiation
fees, do IfK,.
you approve
of a graduated
system?
,l*t:d
.?.*!l’»d
«» "Pinion
Th<»1«n.gH.
™ 3
^.ionTes T think a
«?b Tb “tP 4011*'41

think BO.

ase for “olhm?-

1 “sided bim in making out his scslo.

8

38 t0 Say’that the y0U,1gCT melnbers UP t0 thirty ycars of age might be admitted free ?

I

f®*®- naveyoua copy of the scale ? Tes, but not here; I can furnish it.
IIS' ww ' Tho“’s1rePort ? I think I have that, but I am not certain; but I think I can get it
i23!’ yhat is y°,lr general opmion with reference to the present Eriendly Societies Act—do you 8think
it affords sufficient security to the members of the different Eriendly Societies, and protection to the
members
I thmk if an Act were passed simply for Eriendly and Benefit .Societies, giving the Re^istra?
wo™ X'r8J™e"
rel884 S08'8t":! 4b“ 'V”ld ”0t pr°du“ “ “tor“1 “lc»l*«i« ®
« Ad wS
S£‘JSta”^Ir‘“g,,,r,”OfOlEC0i““^i0n"“'fe Soci6‘* f“”J

.

70U tihn'k +^e Act \8 ^‘I'y aild
administered P Not fully administered, because evidently
fn rn^h'nk;lr has Bot,carried out some of tl;o clauses in it; for instance, that of making the Secretaries
furnish their reports—he has never carried that out, which J think is a most important thin* to have
earned out, and Societies which do not do it should be struck ofl'.
1
t, o nave
iSofo'
y011
the fault has been in the administration of the Act?
In a great measure.
“’“j*
are no^;
satisfied with the present management, I gather? No.
4243. JSor with the way in which the rules are enforced ? ]STo.
4244. Nor with the way in which the funds are kept P No
4245. 3[r_Sf,ntJt:} With reference to what the balance-sheet discloses-a loss on the half-year’s business

i?5a^5Si55SSSS*1,ta‘'

N».^”d™Il^offioe,n„kfLSrS

of-that i No’1 did not know i* existed until I saw it here.
y0aothmk,1 possible/“ I* to ex^st and pass auditors, and to be told afterwards it was a mistake ?
It seems to me most unaccountable that it should pass ; I know both of them.
'
4248.
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Mr.
424S. Mr. O’Connor was a, smart man? Yes.
.
E. S. Rubio.
4249. Do you think he was likely to pass an account like that ? I have every reason to believe that it was
27FaCl882.
a clerical blunder.
'
4250. Has it come to your knowledge that some of the Guild books are missing ? I heard so, but I do not
know it of my own knowledge.
4251. Then in the absence of these books it would be almost impossible to make a correct record of
the proceedings of the Society ? It would. "What I understood was that there was a District book
missing, but I have no knowledge myself of it.
4252. Mr. Abigail.l Are you in favour, in a .new Act, of Government officers being appointed to audit
accounts ? Hot if auditors of sufficient ability can be found by each Society.
4253. Would you favour a periodical valuation of the assets and liahilities ? Yes, by all means.
4254. "When members are expelled they forfeit the whole of their benefits? Yes.
4255. Ho matter how long they have been paying in ? Yes, hut of course in a new system of insurance
I think such might not be the case.
4250. You are not of opinion that that is the fairest mode that could be adopted ? Ho, I think in any
new system we might take into consideration the desirability of having a certain proportion of the benefits
refunded; in fact in our former mode of governing tbe Society such refunds were common.
4257. Mr. GrcviUc.~\ Do you consider the Society was originally upon a sure foundation when passed by
Mr. Thomson ? At that time I did; but the light that has since come in, and tho knowledge of working,
and more especially of Insurance Societies, convinces me that they were not, though if the whole of Mr.
Thomson’s recommendations were carried out no doubt they would be so.
4258. Then they were not ? Hot the whole.
4259. And subsequently further deviations were made and tbe method of contribution was completely
altered ? Ho, not completely altered; the benefits, I believe, have been altered.
4260. And altered to the detriment of the Society ? Yes.
4261. Mr. Langley^ In this balance signed by Mr. O’Connor and Mr. Eonan I see “ It is impossible to
make a proper audit” ? I have never seen it,
4262. If that is true, do you not think it is a duty that the Government owe to the Friendly Societies,
considering their importance, to prevent such a thing in future ? I consider it no audit at all.
4263. If these special auditors could truly make this statement, do you not think it is the duty of the
Government, considering the importance of the Friendly Societies, to try and prevent such a thing in
future ? Yes; no doubt when these gentlemen find a difficulty in getting the accounts into proper shape,
it would bo then the duty of the Government to step in, precisely the same as in Municipalities.
4264. Mr. Gelding.Do you belong to any other Society ? Ho.
4265. You still belong to the Guild ? Yes.
4266. I see something there about secret Societies: can any one gain admission to the Guild other than
members? Ho.
4267. How do they gain admission, by a sign ? Ho ; anybody can walk in, whether a member or not.
4268. Mr. Abigail.'] Is nobody at the door ? Ho.
4269. Mr. Gelding.] Hobody ever demands admission ? Yes, I remember myself at meetings there were
persons.
4270. Are you aware that in all other Friendly Societies the secrecy merely consists of a password and
sign, so as to prevent strangers from gaining admission ? I'cannot say from my own knowledge, because I
do not belong to any of them.
4271. Mr. Abigail!] Have you thought out the rate at which liability accrues as age gets on a Society?
Yes, I have; I have worked the whole, and have tables of my own working, but they would he rather
tiresome for gentlemen not acquainted with the matter to go through,
4272. What amount should Societies have in hand ? At one time I thought £10 per head would be a
fair average, and I think so still; that is at an interest of 7 or 8 per cent., hut it has gone down and is
perhaps not likely to rise again.
’
4273. And your experience would say that a Society with £2 or under per head was not fairly solvent?
Decidedly.
The Commission then adjourned until Friday, 3rd March.
,

3 MARCH, 1882.
$r£s.mt:—
JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P., President.
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
E. GEEVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
F. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
■ P. E, HOLDSWOETH, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
E. J. EHBIE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr. John Andrew Kean, President of the United Ancient Order of Druids, sworn and examined:—
Mr.
4274. President!\ What is your name ? John Andrew Kean.
J. A. Kean.
4275. Are you a member of any Friendl r Society ? I am.
4276. What Friendly Society? At present I am the President of the Fnited Ancient Order of Druids. 3 Mar., 1882,
4277. How long have yon held office ? This is the second term—the second year.
4278. Did you previously bold any other office ? I have passed all the offices in the Order.
4279. And how long have you been a member ? About seven years.
4280. Do you know tbe total number of members in your District? That is a matter concerning which
the Secretary could better furnish you with particulars. I was not aware that you would ask me as to
the actual number of members we have got. I should suppose we have about 2,000, but the Secretary
could furnish you with that information better than I. The working of the Society I would, no doubt,
be better fdfie to enlighten you upon.
4281.'
FRIDAY,

3
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4281. What is the amount of accumulated funds that you have ? I must also leave that to the Secretary.
: J. A. Kean. Tou have had him here, and my evidence may conflict with his. He is virtually a man of figures, and if
3 Mar., 1883.':

he has not satisfied you I should think you should invite him here again.
4282. Of course I do not want you to tell us anything hut what you know of your own knowledge—you
are supposed to speak only of what you know. If you have not the information we require, you cannot
give it to us ; hut you are bound under your oath to give us what information you can truthfully give.
Can you tell me the amount of money paid on account of sick pay during the last year? That also is in
the same position.
4283. What information have you that you can furnish to the Commission? I thought X was invited
here to show you how Eriendly Societies were working hi Sydney. 1 have been a Eorester and an Odd
fellow, and I must say from my knowledge of Societies that the Druids are all that can be expected of
them ; their funds are protected, and brotherly love is encouraged among .the members,
4284. And is their financial position substantial ? Tes.
4285. What is the amount of accumulated funds per head ? I have already told you that the Secretary
could inform you.
4286. But is it £6 or £3 a head ? That matter belongs to the Secretary.
4287. How can you speak of the financial position of the Society unless you know something about its
funds ? I did know when I was there.
4288. We are asking you as a witness to tell us now ? I know our Secretary is summoned to come here,
and will give you all this information.
4289. Tou have made a statement that the Druids are a good Society and have a good financial position,
but you tell the Commission you do not know tho amount of the funds. Has the Society £10,000, or
£5,000, or £3,000, or £1,000 to its credit ? What is the use of my telling you what belongs to the
Secretary ?
■
4290. Tou said the Druids’ Society was one of tho hest in New South Wales ? I say it is managed on a
substantial basis.
4291. And we want to know what you can tell ns about its substantial basis—you are here to tell us, if
you know anything; if you do not know anything, wc will not ask you anything about it ? I say the
Secretary is the proper person to tell you.
4292. Have you any information at all to give to the Commission as to the management of the Society of
the Druids ? I have nothing further than I have said.
4293. Tou know nothing at all about its financial position ? When I am placed at its head I particularly
examine all matters, and sign what I am required to sign.
4294. Are we to understand that you know virtually nothing, hut that you preside at its meetings ? Tes.
4295. And the Secretary or other officers know about its financial position ? Tes.
4296. Have you any reports or balance-sheets showing the financial position of tho Society ? I have not
brought any with me. I was not summoned here as a Druid, This (showing {he summons requiring his
attendance before the Commission) does not touch on Druidism.
4297. Tou are summoned here as the head of the Druids? It does not say that here.
4298. There is no occasion for that. Tour Secretary gave your name in. Can yon give us any
information with reference to the general working of the Society of Druids ? I can give you information
with regard to its general working, but not as to its financial working.
4299. Can you give us the number of members initiated during the last five years ? If I had been
summoned here as a Druid I would have come with Druidic documents,
-4300. We shall have to summon you again. Tou must give us the information if you have got it in
your possession. How long fyave the Druids been established in New South Wales ? To the best of my
belief seventeen years in Sydney,
4301. Do you know the amount of benefits paid by tbe Druids’ Society to its members in cases of sickness?
All these questions are for the Secretary,
4302. I must have you give me an answer to my questions. ‘ Tou are on your oath, the same as you would
be in a Court. What is the amount paid into the Society ? 13d. a week.
4303. What is the benefit ? A pound a week, less subscription ; in case of death, £25 to the widow of a
deceased member, or £15 to a member in the event of the death of his wife.
4304. And are your contributions uniform in all your Dodges ? Tes.
4305. Do you approve of uniform contributions ? Tes.
4306. Eor all Benefit Societies ? I must only speak for this one.
4307. But you have been a member of other Societies ? I have.
4308. And do you approve of uniform contributions ? I approve of this contribution as a uniform
■contribution.
4309. Do you believe that 13d. a week is sufficient to insure all the benefits you mentioned ? When I
speak for my own Society', I do. It is sufficient with careful management.
4310. How long is a person required to be a member of your Society before he is entitled to benefits ?
Twelve months.
'
4311. Does he receive medical attendance, medicine, and such like, before twelve months have expired, or
soon after his initiation ? Immediately after he is initiated.
4312. And the funeral expenses and sick pay are given twelve months afterwards ? Tes.
4313. What scale of initiation fees have you ? A graduated scale according to age.
4314. What is the limit of age admitted ? Eorty years.
4315. Have you many members in. your District beyond the age of forty ? The institution lias advanced
in years, and there are members in accordance with the age of tbe institution.
4316. Have you many beyond the age of forty ? Tes, w.e have a considerable number.
4317. Do you know what proportion ? 1 could not answer that exactly.
4318. As a matter of opinion, do you believe the Society to he thoroughly solvent? I do,
4319. And well managed ? And well managed.
4320. Have you any idea of the cost of management apart from funeral and sick pay and medical
attendance ? That is a matter that belongs to tho Secretary,
4321. And you cannot answer it ? I cannot answer it—not very well, not satisfactorily,
4322. Do your officers summon members who are more than twelve months in arrears ? When they are
thirteen months in arrears,
'
4323.
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4323. Do you summon them to the Police Court ? There have been instances.
j ^ Kean4324. Do you as an officer approve of that course ? No.
_
^
4325. What method have you of deciding cases of dispute between the members in your Lodges. There g
jagK
is a Committee of investigation, in accordance with the laws of the Order, to deal with matters of
dispute.
,
, , .
4326. How do you find that to work ? Well, we have not had many disputes, but m those we have had it
has proved satisfactory.
4327. Have any of your members bad occasion to resort to tho X/aw Courts to settle matters of dispute
between the Lodges and themselves? Not to my knowledge.
_
_
4328. The arrangement contained in your rules and Constitution for dealing with matters of dispute has
worked well? It has worked satisfactorily. We are about revising the rules of the Order as they are
now.
.
,
4329. What is the object of your revising the rules? Because the last five or six years have brought
about a considerable change with the additional members we have got, and. from, past experience there
are matters—many matters—which the officers and the members consider it is advisable to have altered.
4330. In what way do you propose to make this revision or alteration ? There is a General Committee
of members of the Order—from each Lodge of the Order—summoned.
4331. What is tho nature of the amendments you propose ? We have not determined yet; the matter
is in contemplation,
4332. Is it to increase the contribution or Ihe benefits? No, not to touch on the financial working oi
the Order at all.
.
„ , i.
j., .t. i.
4333. You are clearly of opinion that the sum of 13d. a week is sufficient to insure all the benefits that
■
your Society at present pays ? I have every reason to believe it is.
4334. Does yonr Society send in the annual returns to the Begistrar as from separate Lodges, or do they
go from the District? Well, I do not think that matter has been enforced by Mr. Oliver ; it has been
done, but I do not think it has been done lately.
,
4335. That is to say, separate returns have been sent in by tbe Lodges and then sent on to the Begistrar P
That has been done, but 1 do not think it has been done lately.
_
4336. Do you know the reason why it has not been done ? I do not, further than I consider the Begistrar
of Friendly Societies has not enforced the power that belongs to him.
4337. How are your funds invested? Invested in Management and Funeral Fund. .
.
4338. But how are they secured ? They are deposited in the names of the trustees in the Savings Bank.
4339. Yon have no freehold properfy—no hall property nor anything of that kind ? No.
.
4340. Have you, as an old officer of the Druids’ Society, or have any of your officers, experienced any
inconvenience arising from the present Friendly Societies Act in the working and government of the
Druids’ Society, or in the working and government of any of the various Societies with which you have
been connected ? We have never yet been brought to clash with it.
.
.
. .
4341. Do you think it affords sufficient protection to the members of the various Friendly Societies, and
insures to their members the benefits enjoined under the various rules of the Societies ? I do not think
it answers tho purpose at all; one section of it will clash with the other, as far as my humble opinion
4342. Can you point out the portions you believe to be defective? It would take me some some tnne^to
peruse it; but I have perused it, and in connection with other Societies I have had occasion to deal with
it. I have been brought into contact with Mr. Oliver twice in connection with the Oddfellows.
4343. But during the time yon have been an office-bearer in the Druids' Society have you found anything
defective in the Act ? I have found nothing.
,
4344. Do you believe the Act provides you with all the protection that you require for a Friendly Society ?
I do not believe it does.
_ _
_
...
4345. Do you think the Act has been properly administered ? I do not believe the Act is what it was
intended to be.
_
4346. Are you in a position to point out any defects in tbe Act? Not at present.
_
_
_
4347. I understood you to say you have no reports nor balance-sheets with you? Not in connection with
the Druids.
4348. Mr. Aliyail.] You are President of the Druids, Mr. Kean ? I am.
4349. How long have you been a member of that Society ? About seven years.
_
_
_
4350. How long have you been an officer of it ? I have filled all the offices in connection with the
Lodges, and this is the second term of my office as President.
,
4351. Were you President in 1880? In 1881 and 1882.
4352. Did you hold any office in 1880 ? Not in the District.
4353. Were you a member in 1880 ? Not of the same Lodge.
_
4854. Have you any doubt of that being a correct report issued by your Society (report handed to witness) ?
This is one of the reports issued.
4355. This is the report of an annual meeting of the Druids held in the Acorn Lodge-room, Parra
matta, on Wednesday, 21st January, 1880you were present at that meeting ? I was. I represented
my Lodge; I have done so for the last six years.
_
4356. I understand you have stated to the President of the Commission that the Druids are a wellmanaged Society ? I do state so.
_
4357. And that their finances are satisfactory ? Satisfactory.
4358. 1 find in this report an account of the names of the Lodges, the number of members, and the
amount of their funds. I should like you now to follow me as I go down the list. There is one Lodge,
called the Prince Alfred Lodge, with forty-two members; their funds are £6 Os. 3d.; that represents
between 2s. and 3s. of an accumulated fund. Do you think tliat is a sound financial position ? But the
District Grand Lodge fully provides for a Lodge in that position. In the event of a member dying tbe
District pays its liability.
_ _
4359. But suppose that Lodge had ten members who fell sick, does the District Lodge pay their sick
pay ? In the event of this Lodge being crippled tbe District Lodge comes to its assistance.
>
4360. But while the Lodge is in existence, and before it breaks up, does ihe District Lodge come to its
assistance by voting sums of money to meet its liabilities ? Lodges are like individuals—they may be
weak this year and healthy the next.
4361.
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^erea I'Odge called the Belmore Lodge, with 147 members and £409;—is that sum of £409 of
®e™ore kodge available for the sick benefits of the Prince Alfred Lodge ? Not at all.
■
3 Mar., 1882.
£409 is the property of the Belmore Lodge, and used only for the benefit of its members ?
Lselusively for that Lodge, and vested in the hands of trustees.
4363.^ Take the Stonehenge Lodge, with sixty-one members and £4G 8s. ;~how long has that Lodge been
in existence ? That was in existence before my time ; I have been a member for seven years.
4364. That Lodge has been in existence for seven years, and that is tbe amount of its Accumulated Bund ?
No ; that Lodge has had its ups and downs : that was its condition for that year.
4365. This is the amount of its Accumulated Fund P But tliere have been some years when ihey have had
more sick than in others, and this with members leaving may have placed them in. that position that year.
4366. Then there is the Rose of Australia Lodge, with forty-five members ; they have got £38 14s. 7d., or
less than 18s. per member. I can find in this list nine Lodges that have less than £1 per head of an
Accumulated Bund. This report is, 1 suppose, a correct report? Tes, of that year.
4367. And this shows that the total number of members in that year was 1,237, with a fund of
£2,511 13s, 7-|d.; that, you think, is a sound financial position? I do.
4368. Have you ever considered at what rate these Societies accumulate contingent liabilities ? No, I
have never given it a thought; I am not prepared to answer that.
4369. Do you think that a Society which pays its way annually is sound ? I do.
4370. Without taking into consideration the accumulated liability? I do, because I attribute that to
careful management.^ I said before that Lodges are like individuals—they have their ups and downs.
4371. In your experience, is the sickness in connection with these Lodges heavier with the older than with
tbe younger members ? It must bo heavier with the older.
4372. So the older the Society is the greater is the drain upon its funds? I do not speak of the age of
the Society; I speak of the members of the Lodge. The older members are more liable to be visited with
sickness.
4373. From what fund does the District make provision for cases where Lodges fail in meeting their own
engagements ? There is a Management Bund.
4374. How is that Management Bund made up ? There is a levy set apart for a Buneral Bund, and a levy
set apart for a Management Bund.
4376, So much per head ? Tes.
4376. Suppose these nine Lodges were to fail, and the whole of their members be cast upon the District,
tc u°U “
District could satisfactorily discharge all the responsibilities attaching to the position ?
If those Lodges were to close, the District would have to take them under its control, and place them
under the working of the other Lodges, if they would receive them.
4377. Suppose they would not receive them ? Then the Lodges would have to be responsible for them.
4378. What is the Accumulated Bund in the District ? Tou have just stated it.
4379. This (referring to return dated list January, 1880) represents the total amount of the funds—has
the District any fund of its own apart from that belonging to the Lodges ? The District can have no
General Bund but what belongs to the General Bund of the Order.
4380. Will you explain how the District would provide for those members ? If a member joins our Order,
there are rules and regulations for his guidance. He is told that he is entitled to these benefits, and that,
f?, !l?.even^
113 Bodge closing, the District would impose a levy on every member, per head, to meet its
liabilities.
4381. Tour laws give you power to make special levies to meet any claim or contingencies that may arise?
It says any reasonable amount,
4382. What do you think a reasonable amount—have you ever discussed what is a reasonable amount in
connection with the District—have you ever had under consideration the financial condition of any of
these Lodges, and thought what may arise in this question of levying ? It is a matter that has never
been brought before me, and therefore I have not discussed it. If a Lodge was going to close, the matter
would come before the officers of tbe District and would be dealt with. It has not come under my notice.
4383. Here is a Lodge—the Acorn Lodge—with thirty-three members and only £3 15s. in funds. Tou
have had extensive experience of Friendly Societies ?' I have.
4384. Would your experience justify you in saying that this Lodge was in a satisfactory state ? I say it
may be that way one month and. different the next. There may be liabilities out, which are not shown
there, and which may have come in after that report was made up.
4385. But if that Lodge had any liahilities to come in, where would they have found the means to meet
them . There may be thirty or forty members who fall in arrear, and when this matter is brought before
their notice that these liabilities must bo paid—I mean to say that there are often members who throu'di
carelessness or through removing into the country have got into arrear, and immediately they are notified
they pay up their liabilities, and this places the Lodge in a strong financial position. It may show to-day
a considerable set-oil, and a month hence it may be quite another thing.
4386. Are you aware that the annual report of 1881 sets forth the same facts as are disclosed in this
report of 1880 ? I am not aware of it.
4387. Have yon had anything to do with auditing accounts, or seeing accounts audited in connection with
your Society ? 1 was auditor of tho Grolden Grate Lodge one time.
loon *s
work Perf0T11)ed by the auditors generally satisfactory and reliable ? Generally speaking.
t?* ji oU ■ y?uf£TOur>
anJ new-fc^\^overnTnent appointed auditors to examine into the accounts of
-n °°Cie^ieV 4^wou^'. I maintain that Friendly Societies cannot be too carefully watched over.
4dJ0. Does your Society send its returns in regularly ? I have said before, that latterly the returns have
not been sent in regularly, and that this is in consequence of tbo carelessness of the Registrar of
xriendly Societies in not enforcing them.
t i.L^0Xl
any nowrthere should he a clause inflicting a penalty for non-compliance?
I think there should be a general Inspector of Friendly Societies through the country, to watch and
protect their members and funds.
4392. Are your Lodges very regular in sending in their balance-sheets ? They must be produced every
quarter.
"
1
J
4393. Was there anything said at that meeting I have referred to at Parramatta, about a Lodge not
having sent in any balance-sheet ? I do not remember; every Lodge has to send in its returns to the
annual or semi-annual meeting.
4394
ti

a
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Nr.
4394. I find this report states that the Prince Alfred Lodge sent no balance-sheet in, and that last
quarter’s balance-sheet was signed by only one auditor. Have you any knowledge of that ? I have no
knowledge of that.
0 3 Mar., 1882.
4395. In connection with your Lodges is it compulsory on the members to purchase and wear regalia r
No.
_
4396. The officers, I suppose, wear regalia? Only the officers.
4397. Is that regalia expensive ? Not very.
4398. Can you tell ns what a set of officer’s regalia costs ? About £2 10s.
4399. Are the delegates paid at tbe annual meeting ? Their Lodges pay them. The Lodge that sends
them pays their expenses.
■
4400. At what rate? A very trivial rate—10s. per member.
4401. Per day ? Per day.
4402. You stated that the laws of yonr Society have been sufficient to settle yonr disputes—did yon take
any part lately in instituting proceedings that result ed in two of the members of your Society being sent
to" gaol for their dues? Those proceedings were taken without onr consent; some individual—the
Secretary of the Lodge—took them. It did not meet with the approval of the Order.
4403. You are opposed to that power being given by any Society? Thoroughly opposed to it, because
it breaks the principles of the Order, where there is any pretension to brotherly love and friendship.4404. Are you of opinion that when a member gets so much into arrear the Lodge should have power to
strike him off the books? Tho law fully provides for that. After a specified time he is suspended from
all payments, and then he is suspended from the Order.
4405. Do the officers of the District propose taking any action against the Lodge that initiated these
proceedings without their authority ? TV e have no power to do so. Each Lodge governs itself. Tliere
is a Court of Appeal, and if they are dissatisfied they appeal to the Board of Arbitrators.
4406. But is it not competent to discuss and settle a question at a District meeting in such a manner as
will control tho Lodges on that question ? There is a Board of Directors.
4407. And has that Board decided that a Lodge should not proceed at law for the recovery of dues ?
That is one of the things which are to be revised.
4408. Suppose the matter is sent on by a Lodge ? If it is sent in a legal manner and discussed they will
entertain it.
4409. And if it is entertained, and it is decided that they shall sue the members, that will have the force
of law with the Lodges ? Yes, because it goes to tbe various Lodges.
•
4410. Has anything been done with reference to a Druids’ Hall ? Some four years ago I was one who
advocated the purchase of a piece of ground and the erection of a building for that purpose. That fell
through after being twelve months in hand.
4411. No money collected was set aside for that purpose ? No,
4412. Are you in favour of Benefit Societies investing in building halls ? I look upon a Society as upon
individuals ; they have a right to have their own home if they can.
4413. But the funds are subscribed for sick benefits and funeral donations, and do you think tliat funds
so subscribed, unless they are very large, should be invested in that way ? If the institution is based on
a substantial basis, I do not see why they should not invest their money to bring in a safe return in a safe
investment.
■
_
4414. Do you spend any of the funds of the District or Lodges in testimonials, suppers, picnics, or so
forth? No, those things come out of the individual pockets of the members.
4415. 'What arrangement have you in connection with clearances? Any member in the Colony of New
South "Wales can throw in his clearance free ; a member coming from Victoria or South Australia has to
pay 5s. Our Order is now established throughout the universe, and we hold relationship with each Branch
of the Order wherever it may be—in America, England, Grermany, or elsewhere.
4416. Are there any forms or ceremonies conveying penalties besides those that appear in your printed
rules ? None.
4417. If any of your members occupy public positions, do you in any way control their actions? As far
as Druidism is concerned, when they come within the Lodge we have a perfect right to control their
actions.
.
_
4418. Only in tho Lodge ? Only in the Lodge. TVhen a member goes outside we have nothing to do
with him so long as ho pays his contributions.
4419. President.'] You have nothing further to suggest to the Commission before you withdraw ? I have
nothing further to suggest except to say that the time has arrived when men and families with their little
contributions at stake have a perfect right to he protected. I consider that there should be a Government
Inspector, who should, by virtue of his office, be cx officio a member of every Friendly Society.

Mr. Henry Massey Makinson, solicitor,' sworn and examined:—
Mr. H. M.
A&O. President.] Your name is—? Henry Massey Makinson.
Makinaon.
4421. You are a solicitor? Yes; a member of the firm of Eilis & Makinson.
4422. And your firm were the solicitors in 1876 for the Friendly Society known as the Holy Catholic
3 Mar., 1882.
Guild of St. Mary and St. Joseph ? Yes.
4423. And are still, I suppose ? Yes.
.
4424. Do yon produce any documents ? I produce a special audit report; there are two reports, marked
“A” and “ B.” There was an action brought by the Guild against Mr. Callachor, who was then Secretary,
for neglecting his duties as Secretary—keeping the books—and to recover a sum of mouey the Guild had
lost.
_
_
_
4425. Do you remember what the amount was ? I do not think the action was brought for any special
amount; it was an action for damages for neglecting his duties in book-keeping, whereby the Guild had
lost money. The action was brought in consequence of these audit accounts, made by Mr. Carroll.
When the action -was brought Mr. Callachor paid into our hands the sum of £150 odd, which appeared in
the final report of the auditor. It appeared that there was a sum of £ 159 mentioned there, which Callachor
paid into our hands. Mr. Carroll made these two audit reports, and on these reports an action was brought
436—S
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agaiT1st Mr. Callaclior, who theii came and paid £150 odd into our hands to await the result
’
a further investigation. A further investigation was made by Mr, TV. P. Manning, accountant, and
3 Mar. 1883. ™e rfsu t ™ that was that Mr. Callachor authorized us to pay over to the Guild the £150 odd, which
’
was tho result arrived at as the amount of deficiency, and then the action was stopped.
4426. Did you not receive also a sum of money from another gentleman, who was also a defaulter ? There
were proceedings with which Mr. TVinkle was connected, but the particulars I do not remember.
4427. Do you know whether there did not still remain a deficiency of some £41 9s, 5d. after the payment
by Mr. Callachor F I do not remember now; but I remember there was an action to which we were a
party, and if my attention had been directed to it I might have looked up the papers and told you. I see
Mr. Buhic here; he was the Warden of tho Guild at the time, and I dare say he could give me a reference
that would set me on the track.
4428. Ton produce thesetwo special audits, “ A” and “B,” made by Mr. Carroll P Yes. These I got in
the action ■which was subsequently settled.
The documents were put in evidence and read. They were as follows-.—
Makinson'
a.

A.

Cash-book,

•

■

To t-ho Warden and Councillors of tbe Auatmlaeian Holy Catholic Guild.
Gentlemen,
I beg to lay before yon my report upon tbe books and accounts of yonr institution, esatnined by me, for the two
years ending 31 December, 1875, in pursuance of your instructions, and which is as follows, viz.
^ From December, 1872, to December, 1875, I found that, with the exception of tbo six months from January to June,
1873, the additions were made in pencil, and the balances when struck appear in like manner. In tbe half-year ending
30 June,1874, neither the receipts or payments were cast up, nor was any balance struck, although a balance of £103 19s. 2d.
was earned forward to the debit of cash, which, however, should apparently properly be £113 19s. 2d., in consequence of an
amount of £10 being added to the payments under the heading of “ Sickness,” but wliich is without anv explanation, and is
entered in pencil.
■
1
. Vor half-year ending 31et December, 1874, the additions are in pencil, and in the following half-year the totals of
receipts and payments are not shown, nor has any balance been struck, although an amount of £37 2s. lOd.’is carried forward
in pencil as being the balance of cosh on hand at that period—this 1 find to be incorrect, and should properly be £41 13s. Id.
D16 following items are entered in the ledger to credit of the several accounts hero indicated, but do nob appear in the
cash-book, and will therefore be chargeable to the party liable for such receipts
June 27, 1874, credit in cash-book to T, Callachor, for interest, £7 ; but posted in led "or to his
credit at £14, Difference............................................................................................
°
^ 0 q
June, 1874, in ledger, credit of J. J. Daly.........................................................................................................................
2 0 0

March, 1875, Michael M'Quirk ............................................. .......................................

4 0 0

June, 1875,
do.
.............................................................................................................................................
4 0 0
June 1,1874, Bega Branch .................................................................................................
...............
0 18 8
June 9,1874,
do.
......................................................... i..—094
December 31,1874, Parramatta Guild....................................................................................... 5 0 10

To the above will have to ho added improper debit in cash-book, 30 June, 1874, as shown in second
paragraph, page 1 .................................................................................................................................................................
Balance of cash short carried forward 30 June, 1875, viz., balance entered, £37 2s. 10d., should be
as shown above, £4113s. Id. Difference ........................................... ....................................................................

10

0

0,

410

3

Total..................................................... £37 19

1

Prom my investigation into the various books of the District Secretaries and District Bursars, I discovered numerous
iscrepancios between the amount of subsoriplions, Ac., received, ns shown in the subscription and novices books, and tho
amounts for which tho District Bursars give credit in their books, and will thus appear
Short credit
Over credit
by Bursars.
by Bursars
£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Balmain, in seven instances..............................
Newtown, in twelve instances .............
St. Patrick’s, in twenty-five instances..................
4 8 2
Sacred Heart, in nineteen instances .............
4 4 0
St. Benedict’s, in thirtv-fiva instances ........
4 12 2
£41

0

I

20

9

6

£20

9

6

Balance 20 10 7 appearing to be short credited
'
by Bursars.
I found the District Bursar’s books wrongly east up in thirty-five instances, and in many cases did not agree with the
amounts entered _in the cash-hook as they should do. I infer from my examination that the practice of tho Secretary has
been to take for granted the amounts appearing in the District Bursar’s books, without anv attempt at checking the additions,
but it appears to me to have been clearly his duty to have summed up both the District Secretary’s and Bursar’s books, and
make them correspond, which would have rendered unnecessary the tedious examination of them in detail that has been cono
through by me.
b
I notice an entry in the cash-book, under date 7 May, 1875, crediting Hevdon with £7, hut that name has been
obliterated and the name P, Callachor, written m red ink, substituted, and the amount posted to the credit of Callachor’s
interest account, whilst the interest for six months on Heydon’s account for hnlf-yearto 7 May, 1875, £7, has not been chnrced,
ima thus nis account appears to bo closed.
1
b
T. Callachor would appear to be indebted for principal £400, and for interest to December, 1875, £42.
Thos. Winkle’s account stands thus :—
Principal..............................................................................................................................................
Interest to 25 December, 1875 ...........................................................................................

g

0
g

0
G

u i^eri,SCTer^1 ^correct postings into the ledger, amongst Tvhich Tvill be found 80 June, 1875, to Savings
-Bank, ±,1,064 11s. Sd., instead of £1,06^ 8s., which arbitrarily reconciles a difference of 3s. 8d. existing between the Savings
Jlank book and, the cash-book at that time, and this wrong posting was evidently made in order that the Ghiild ledger and
the Savings Dank book should agree.
Sums of £25 on account of principal, and £2 10s. 6d. for interest, appear to have been paid by Thos. Winkle and posted
to his credit m the ledger 20 July, 1874, but never appeared in ihe cash-book until 22 January, 1875.
The balance of cash appearing to he on hand 31 December, 1S75, per cash-boot, Was £134 Gs. lOd. to which will
require to be added the amounts received but not entered in the cash-book and other sums as shown in pace 2 of tills
report,
1 b
The

'"' '"' "' ' '441
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Mr. H; M.
Tho following hooka are not forthcoming, viz, •—
'
Makinson.
St. Mary’s District Bursar’s book.
,
St. Joseph’s (Newtown), Bursar’s book.
Sacred Heart novice book, prior to 8 June, 1874*.
3 Mar.; 1882.
I would add, in concluding this report, that the books of the Guild have been kept in a most slovenly and unbusiness
like manner, and the manner in which the cash-book has been manipulated is in the highest degree discreditable.
■
'

I have, ifcc.,

Sydney, 28 June, 1876.

JOSEPH CABROLL,
Special Auditor.

---------------------B.

To the Warden and Councillors of the Australasian Holy Catholic Guild.
.
■ Gentlemen,
'
Since submitting my report upon the books and accounte of the Guild on the 28th of last month, 1 have made a
careful examination of all moneys posted in the various ledger accounts for receipts independent of the subscriptions, from
1869 to 81 December, 1875, and compared same with the cash-book, and now give you tho result as follows:—
'
1872.
'
March 6, credit of James Lyons ......................................................................... £9 0 0)
0 0 | None of those amounts
March 22,
do
do
0 OJ- entered in eash-book.
May 18,
do
do
1873.
May
do
Michk M'CJuirk ....................................................................
4 0 0
£31 0 0
1872.
April 20, credited in ledger to J. K. Heydon, £1010s., but in eash-book £10 only.
0 10 0
Difference short credited .........................................................................................
1873.
June, credited in ledger to Thos. Winkle ......................................................... £3 18 9
But in cash-book only ........................................ .....................................
1 18 9
2 0 0
Difference short credited ............................................................... ...................

Add—Amount at page 2 of my report sent in 28 June,

£33 10
37 19

1876 ....................................................................

Moneys unaccounted for......................................................................................................................
December, 1875, per cash-book ................................................

£71
131

Add—Balance of cash on hand at 31

Total cash to be accounted for np to 31 December, 1875 ................................................

0
1

9 1
6 10

£205 15 11

Prom the most diligent and painstaking examination of tho Bursar’s book, wliich, from the number of entries of
moneys received that have been erased or struck out, and the difficulty of determining what payments should he allowed or
disallowed, it has given mo much serious thought to strike a balance in tho Bursar’s hands on tho 31 December, 1875 ;
however, I have done so, and feel satisfied of its approximate correctness in so far os it was possible to arrive at it, and I
consider that to make good the above sum of £205 16s. lid. that the Bursar’s share is £46 Os. id., and the Secretary’s share
£159 15s. 7d.
....
I dosiro further to report that a sum of £27 12s. 6d., debited in the cash-book as paid into the Savings’ Bank,
25 June, 1875, was not paid in until the 17th of July.
I nuncx a memorandum showing a number of items duo for interest at 31 December, 1875, amounting to £10111s. 6d.,
which were omitted in the Secretary’s balance-sheet of that date, and exhibit (he assets as £6,293 5s. 2d. instead of £6,191
13s. 8d., the amount shown.
_
1 have only to odd that it will afford me much pleasure to explain to any member of tho Council any matter in
connection with my reports that may be considered necessair.
I have, &c.,
JOSEPH CARROLL,
Sydney, 6 July, 1876.
--------------Special Auditor.
Australasian Holy Catholic Guild.
December 31,1875.—Assets as shown in balance-sheet to this dale, made out by the Secretary
Tho following sums duo for interest at 31 December, 1875, omitted to be included in the above
Michael Hartigan ............. ............................................. .............. ........................................................ £3 17
T. J. E. Anssell................................................................................ ........................................................ 29 0
16
James Maloney ............................................................................... ........................................
Thomas Callachor .......................................................................... ......................................... 56 0
6 5
John Hogan ..................................................................................... ........................................................
6 2
Thomas Winkle............................................................................... ........................................

£6,191 13

8

assets: —
4
0

8
0
0

6
-------------

Total assets, 31 December, 1875 ..........................................................

£101 11 6
£6,293

5

2

The Commisaion then adjourned until Monday, 6 March.

MONDAY, 6 MARCH, 1882.

JOHN

DAVIES,

Esq.,

C.M.G.,

M.P.,

President.

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
■ F. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.F.,
E. GEEVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. E. HOLDSWOETH, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
E. J. EHBIE, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr. John Hugh Davies sworn and examined:—
4420. President.] You are a member of the Druids’ Friendly Society ? I am.
Mr.J. H.
Davies.
4430. What office do you hold? District Grand Treasurer at present.
4431. How long have you been a member ? Ever since its formation in 1867.
6MkM882.
4432. Did you open the first Lodge ? I did ; that is, in Sydney.
4433. What offices have yon held during that time? I was District Grand President for three years at
three different times, and I have held the office of District Treasurer since, with the exception of one year,
in 1879.
.
4434. And you have a thorough knowledge of the workings of the Society ? I have,
4435.
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3tfr. J. H. 4435. "What number of members have you in connection with the Sydney District? I think it is close on
DdviBs. i^oo—J am not quite sure.
'
6M*r""l882
•®ow man>' subordinate Lodges have you ? Twenty or twenty-one.
‘ 4437. "What is the total amount of funds ? That I could not tell you, unless I referred to the reports,
4438. What is the total value of the funds of the District? I think the funds of tho District are about
£1,200, as near ns I can remember.
4439. For what purpose arc the funds of the District applied? To the payment of funeral donations, and
the management of District Grand Lodge.
4440. How is that f uud supported and maintained ? By levies upon subordinate Lodges, and profits
arising from the sale of goods.
4441. What amount of money do you levy on the members of subordinate Lodges ? The levy is fixed for
six months, and is as occasion requires. There is one thing I might say-—that we have a proviso that if the
funds reach helow a certain sum, the District is empowered to make a special levy on the death of each
member or his wife.
4442. Is that an additional levy ? Tes—it is the only levy wc provide for,
4443. What has been the cost of management of your Lodges in the Svdney District? I have never made
the calculation.
^
4444. Have you any knowledge of the amount of mouey paid on account of funeral donations during the
■
last two years ? I cannot tell from memory, but I should think it would he about £350 for the two
years; but T could tell, of course, if I referred to my book.
4445. Did I understand you to say there were 1,800 members ? I think it is about that.
4440. Would this report bo correct, dated Wednesday, 21st January last year ? Yes, for 18S0.
4447. What number of members have you made during the last year ? That I could not say; the returns
do not go through my hands.
‘
4448. If this report sets forth that there were 1,237 members for 1880, would that be correct? Oh yes.
4449._If it shows that the accumulated fuuds were £2,511 13s. 7&d., would that be correct? I have not
the slightest doubt of it.
4450. And what is the general state and condition of these twenty Lodges, in your opinion ? Tery fair.
4451. Do you know the Prince Alfred Jjodge? Yes.
1
4452. It has forty-two members according to this return ? Yes.
4453. And the funds amount to £6 Os. 3d. ? At that date ; they have improved considerably since then.
4454. Would you consider that Lodge in a healthy state ? No, decidedly not.
4455. What lias been the improvement you speak of ? Their fuuds have considerably improved.
4456. Do you know to what extent ? No, 1 could not tell you.
4457. Would you consider Phoenix Lodge with fifty-two members and £13 Os. 5d. in a good state ? No.
4458. Or Eoyal Oak, with sixty-seven members and £32 10s. OJ-d- ? Yes, I should, because they had then
only recently been formed.
4459. And you think a Lodge just brought into existence with that amount of money is in a healthy
financial position ? Very fair.
4460. Can you tell from memory ou what date the Lodge was instituted ? I think it was opened in June
1879.
4461. And the funds by the end of December amounted to £32 10s. 03ad-; you consider that pretty good ?
Yes, for six months,
4462. Then there is another, the Mistletoe, forty-two members, and £22 10s. 2d.; do you consider that in
a healthy state ? It was only just opened,
4463. And Western Pioneer, how long was that opened ? It was opened on Queen’s Birthday, 1878.
44G4. With 101 members at that time, and £71 Os. Id., do you consider that in a good position ? Well,
pretty fair,
4465. Then there is tho Acorn, with thirty-three members; when was that opened ? It was opened after
the Eoyal Oak.
4466. With £3 10s. 1 id ? Very bad.
4467. Then the Olive Branch, with fifty-one members; when was that opened? All these Lodges you have
named have been opened during the last three or four years, since we called ourselves the United Ancient
Order.
4468. They have £15 2s. 5 Jd.; what would you consider that ? Bad.
4469. The Pioneer is an old Lodge—the first Lodge ? Yes.
4470. That had 129 members, at this date ? Yes, I dare say it had.
4471. How long has it been opened ? It was opened in February, 1867, by me.
4472. And at this time it had 129 members, with £671 2s. 3d. ? Yes.
4473. You think tho position of that Lodge is very much better than those I have referred to? Yes,
and because they had a great many old members. "
4474. The-Prince Alfred was an old Lodge, was it not—they had forty-two members and £6 Os. 3d.;
what do you consider that position ? Very bad.
*
4475. And there are a number of Lodges iu a similar position : you have seen the return vourself ?
Yes.
’
■'
4476. What amount of contributions do the members pay ? Is. lid.
4477. And what benefits do you give ? Medical attendance and a funeral donation.
4478. What is the funeral donation ? £25 for a member, £15 for a first wife, and £7 10s. for the second.
4479. And do you think the contributions are sufficient to insure the due fulfilment of their financial
obligations on th'e part of tbo Lodges ? Well, hitherto they always have beeu. What my opinion is
as to the equitableness of the amount given is another matter.
4480. But in view of the reference I. have made to several Lodges here, do you believe the contributions
are sufficient to guarantee the payment of the financial obligations of the Societies ? Yes, because the
District Grand Lodge are responsible, and they are empowered to levy accordingly.
4481. Do you know that tho whole of the funds, including District Grand Lodee Funds altogether,
amount to £2,511 13s. 7$d. ? If that return says so, I have no doubt it is correct.
4482. And do you think this is sufficient to insure to your members the payment of the amounts of
money promised to them? I do, -with the proviso we have in our rules for making special levies.
4483. What is the limit of age to which you admit members ? Forty now.
4484.
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Mr. J. H.
44S1. Did you admit members over that age ? Forty-live and forty-sis. No.
Davies.
4485. And have you any old members ? We have.
_
6MaCl882.
4486. Many ? I should not think there arc very many now; they have pretty well died off.
4487. And how many in the hundred would he the average of old members ?■ I could not tell you that
unless 1! went into the figures.
'
4488. Have you a very large proportion of old members ? No, not now.
_ _
4489. What would be the proportion of persons over forty years of age in the Sydney District? I
should not think there are more than twenty, taking the whole of the Lodges, if that number.
4490. That is about one to each Lodge ? Tes.
4491. Have you any special method of dealing with matters of dispute between your members and
Lodges ? We have rules specifying that they shall be referred to arbitration.
4492. And how do you find that work ? Very well so far.
_
4493. Do you or any of your Lodges go to the Law Courts todecide matters of dispute between members
and their Lodges ?
In what way do you mean ?
'
4494. Matters of arrears—arrears of contributions ? Tes, they have.
4495. And do you approve of that? I do to a certain extent.
4496. When members arc over twelve months in'arrears? Tes.
■
4497. Do you pay your Medical Officer for members who are over twelve months in arrears? For the
first quarter.
4498. Tou have no risk for the other nine months ? No, except the member dies.
4499. But do your rules provide that any members eight months in arrears are unfinaneial ? Tes. .
4500. And yet you are liable for tbe funeral donation ? Tes ; it is a decision of the Supreme'Court.
4501. Tou would not pay your sick pay? In the same way; his contributions would have to be
deducted. I remember the decision well,
4502. In the cases you have referred to, in which some Lodge has taken action against its members,
what amount of contributions was in arrears ? Some of them £8 or £9—several years.
_
4503. And do you think that is a prudent course to take ? Decidedly not; I am quite opposed to it.
4504. But you think to the extent of twelve months there should be provision for Societies to recover
against such members ? I do.
_
_
4505. Have you during the time you have been connected with the Druids found any inconvenience
from the working of the Act ? I do not consider it is worked at all.
_
_ _
4506. Will you describe how you think it fails ? I do not think the Begistrar looks after the Societies
at all,
_
_
4507. Then you are of opinion that the want of administration is the cause of great inconvenience ?
No doubt of it ; though Mr. Oliver is very kind and obliging, I do not think the provisions of the Act
have been put into force.
_
_ _
4508. Do you regard the Act itself as sufficient to afford protection to the various Friendly Societies?
Tes, hut I do not think it is a good one,
.
4509. Can you point out any particulars ? I think tho Melbourne Act is very much superior.
4510. What provisions do you refer to ? The provisions for working tho Societies and supervision over
them, and the arrangements which the Begistrar has to put into force' before a Society can be started,
in connection with tho Melbourne Act, are much superior to ours.
4511. Does your Society make annual returns from each Lodge ? Tes. I have always insisted on it;
and they are sent through the District Grand Secretary, which I maintain is the proper thing to do.
4512. And, as a rule, have you found the returns correct? Well, as a rule, yes.
4513. Are you in favour of a graduated scale of contributions, or a uniform scale for all Friendly
Societies? Well, I think a uniform scale of charges is the hest, working better ; but I am not in favour
of a uniform rate of funeral allowance.
4514. Then you would be in favour of charging a young lad of eighteen or twenty years of age the
same as a man of forty ? It is very seldom you get men of forty to join a Friendly Society.
4515. Is there not a larger proportion joining between thirty and forty than any other ages ? No, that
is not my experience.
_
_
4516. But between thirty and forty is there not a larger proportion than between eighteen and thirty ?
No, I think it is tho other way.
4517. Have you any possible means of giving us the list of ages of members who have been initiated
during the term you speak of, or for five years ? Oh yes, we could do it. '
4518. Could you arrange to let the Commission have a copy ? For the last five years ; I will make a
memorandum of it.
4519. I understood you to say you were not in favour of a uniform funeral donation ? No, I am not.
4520. Tou would suggest, then, a graduated scale? According to the number of years’ membership,
4521. What would you shirt at ? £5, and I would not given any man over £20.
4522. At what period would a member he entitled to £5 ? At the end of twelve months.
4523. And graduated up to £20? Tes.
4524. How would ycu regulate the next three payments ? I would make it £5 for every fire years.
4525. And what would you do in the ease of a member’s wife ? Oh, I would not give her more than £10
at any time ; certainly nothing at all for the first twelve months ; the wife and family have the benefit of
a medical man and medicines.
4526. llow are the funds of your District invested? In tho Savings Bank.
4527. On deposit? Tes.
4528. You consider, generally speaking, that the Order of Druids—the twenty Lodges I refer to—are in
a healthy financial state? I think the District as a whole is in a healthy state and well managed.
4529. Mr. Gelding.'] 1 presume you have taken an interest in the workings of Friendly Societies in New
South Wales ? Not others.
4530. And you firmly believe that the 13d. a week paid by your members is quite sufficient to keep up
the Society in a sound, healthy, financial position? I do ; that is, for the benefits we give.
4531. Tou state that one of the safeguards of your Society is that should a Lodge fail to meet its
engagements they can fall back on the District? Tes, the Grand Lodge takes them,
4532. I presume the members contribute to tbe Grand Lodge ? Yes.
4533.
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4:oS3. Then in the event of a few of your Lodges fating the onus of keeping up the rest, you fall on the
members? All other branches.
6 Mar. 1882.
^an J-011 us average per head of the whole funds of your Order at the present time ? I
*
' cannot; I have not the last return before me.
4535. It was £'2 per head, I think, last year ? I think it is more than that now.
4t>36. If you think your Society is very sound with £2 per head, I presume you think those who hold £10
or £12 per head have too much money ? No, decidedly not.
4537. Tou are not in favour of a sliding scale ? I am not, in contributions.
4538. And you think £5 for every five years’ membership is quite sufficient to give for a funeral donation ?
1 do.
4539. Is that funeral donation not given specially to bury him ? It is.
4540. Do you think £5 is sufficient to bury him respectably ? I think it is quite sufficient to give him if
he has only been in tho Order twelve months.
.
^ ^cc that any members who open new' Lodges have a bonus of £5 given them; do you think that
right ? It has only been passed lately.
4542. Does it work well? We have only had two occasions to put it in force.
4543. What fund does that come out of ? The Incidental Lund.
4544. Then virtually the members have to give a bonus to members who open new Lodges ? Yes, within
the last six months,
4545. 1 should like to have your opinion.ahout a Board of Arbitration: do you think it should consist
of members of each Society, or should it be appointed consisting of members of the various Lriendly
Societies in tho Colony ? I think it w-ould answer much better if it consisted of various members of
f riendly Societies.
4o46. Doyon believe that, considering the great good that accrues to the G-overnmeut from the establish“ °-£f*l1ej y Societies, all tho rules should be registered free of cost ? 1! have always maintained that.
4o4/. Would you give the Commission your opinion about the Grovemment appointing a person com
petent to deal with Priendly Societies specially for that purpose, to be paid by the Government ? I
think it is the duty of the Government to do it free of cost. These Societies save thousands of pounds
to the Government, and it is their duty to assist the Societies by keeping them together, and I think it is
also the duty of the Government to appoint an auditor to audit the accounts once a year.
4548. To make them send in balance-sheets and audit them ? That he should go round and audit the
accounts himself.
^■re 7™ i11 favour of the Government appointiug an actuary to investigate Societies before they are
auowed to register themselves? Tes, that is one of the principal things in Melbourne.
4550. Mr. Langley. Is not that the ease with now Societies ? * Tes.
4551. Mr. Gelding j If tlie actuary thought the present Societies were not working well, should he not
compel them to bring their Societies into proper working ? No, I do not think so. He might advise them
to do so, but it would be a great hardship to compel them to do so.
4552. I suppose you are aware that tho Begistrar iu Victoria is only certifying to laws for five years to
see how they work ? Tes.
j
j o
j
i
4553. Would that do here ? I think it is too short a time.
~P°LeS ^ co.s^ y°ur Society much for regalia for members ? No, not very much.
4o5o. What is the cost to each Lodge ? Not more than £9 10s. or £10 10s., everything complete, hut I
am not quite sure ; that is more iu the Secretary’s line than mine.
4556. I presume most of your Lodges pay rent for the rooms they meet in, do they not ? I think so, but
could not say tor certain. Some of them do, and some I know do not. Where they meet in publichouses I thmk some of tkem do not pay rent.
4oo7. Could you inform the Commission the amount paid by members in accouchement cases ? One
guinea.
,
HK'O ?roea
out °f the member’s pocket or the funds of the Lodge ? The member pays it.
do . Mr. £slade.\ Do you know of any instance in which the present Act has been injurious or has
prevented healthy action m any of your Lodges ? No, not tliat I am aware of.
t t
0T011 know any case at all in which the Act has been in any way a preventive of success ? Well,
1 know where action of the Begistrar—I will not say it is the Act—but the action of tho Begistrar in
not carrying out the provisions of the Act had a detrimental effect upon us.
r u
118 t? understand that the present Act is nearly sufficient, hut the administration is
v/seo *n ^0’ ^ .no'l' think the present A.ct is sufficient ; it is deficient in many ways.
akrZ' rf11 HA1 PWjff Out any matters in which it is deficient ? No, I cannot—not at a moment’s notice.
Do you thmk the returns are sufficient ? The return is not a return at all—it is just a mere state
ment; it is not, I thmk a proper return at all.
acer’ ri-01i
^ a^l0U^ ke more elaborate and more explicit ? Certainly.
jY ,
tlw returns were made so, tho administration of the Act carried out in a proper spirit, do you
*
to® pveseut Act would bo sufficient for the generalities of Societies ? With a few amendments.
•
' kV ??u know of a,1jr Act that is better than this one ? Oh, the Melbourne Friendly Societies Act
is much better.
■
J
S' w tl’l,°1 ri“atterJ of returns; are these better ? Tes, most decidedly.
,V ^ ould you advise an assimilation of the returns and provisions of the Act in this Colony to those*4 i- r
1C,10rml,1, TUeai,lre - Les, but I should go to improve that; I should be very sorry to adopt the
Act of another Colony without thoroughly ventilating it.
J
J
i
mre - OAalvaro toaf the present "Victorian Act had its origin in the results of a Commission tliat sat:
m Melbourne ? I believe it had.
4570. Mr. AT"ndmi/l] How long has the Prince Alfred Lodge been connected with the Druids of this
r„°i°nyT- J sbould tomk from memory about twelve years.
deal of sickncs^1^ S^eC^ reason
funds of tliat Lodge are so low ? Tes, they liavo had a great
th^yeS’th^nTast^0'1

^ the *ftrC in a bettsr I)oai,'ion tois year than formerly ?

4573. Prom what cause has that been brought about ?
and a large increase in numbers,

Tes, better

Not so many expenses and fewer funeral donalions,
'
r
’
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4574, How litiYe tHe expenses been curtailed P By our not having to purchase goods to such an extent
Mr. _
as previously; we had a stock on hand.
^ B*™s.
4575. And would not that stock on hand .be represented in your balance-sheets ? No; I am sorry to say
my predecessor, the secretary, did not take it into consideration.
b
1B8J‘
457G, Have any Hodges left your Society since it was formed ? Tes.
4577. How many P Two, J think.
4G7S. Nor what reason did they leave your District? Disagreement.
4579. Was there any special reason ? Yes, they wanted an alteration in the regalia.
4580. Did they want to wear a more expensive regalia ? They did.
4581. Mr. Tfttiie.] Are the printed scales of initiation fees in yonr Order acted upon? Yes.
4582. At the opening of new Hodges do you adopt half-fees ? Yes, the rules provide for it.
4583. Then the printed scale of fees is not always stuck to ? Except at the opening of new Hodges
it is.
4584. Do your officers give security ? Yes; at least I do, and I believe all Treasurers. It is provided in
the rules that the Secretary and Treasurer both shall do so, but I should like to see the G uarantee Society
introduced.
4585. I gather that yon would be in favout ot a similar Act to that enforced in Melbourne ? Yes.
4586. And a graduated scale of benefits ? Yes.
4587. Only funeral donations ? Yes, that is all.
4588. Sick benefits would be the same ? I was not asked as to them.
4589. And as to them p I think they should be graduated as well.
4590. Then you would have a standard payment ? Yes.
4591. With tbe initiation fees graduated according to age ? Decidedly.
4592. I also gather that you have had few disputes in your Order ? Very few.
4593. Would you bo in favour of a Court of Arbitration as a Court of final appeal; its members to
consist of officers from various Eriendly Societies ? I have already answered Mr. Gelding to that effect.
4594. Mr. Langley,'] You jnst stated you would make a scale of graduated sick payments ? Yes.
4595. By age? No, by length of membership.
*
4596. Then may I ask how you would reconcile two cases of this kind : one, a man who has been in for
twenty years and never drew sick pay ; and another joining at eighteen, who had been thirteen months
and over on the books of your Hodge, and had drawn sick pay every year np to the ago of thirty ?
That would want a little calculation,
4597. How could it be fair to a party thirty-five years of age who had never drawn anything, that he
should have less than^one who joined at eighteen, and had drawn sick pay each year ? I could not answer
that without a calculation.
4598. Would it not be fairer to calculate what he has had ? Certainly, that would have to be considered.
4599. You have stated that in your opinion your contributions are sufficient? Yes, to provide for the
Side and Euneral Bunds—no other.
4600. But you stated afterwards that it was in connection with the power yon had of making levies ?
Yes.
4601. Do you think it is a fair way of putting a statement before new members that your contributions arc
so much, without telling them that if your funds fail you will have to make special levies ? When I have
had the pleasure of addressing a meeting, that is one thing I have put before them.
4602. But do you not think it would he fairer to lay down a fixed sum to cover everything ? No, I would
rather have it on the present system.
.
4003. Then do you consider it is fair ? I do.
4604. If this Act provides that you shall lay down, a certain basis, and you make special levies outside
that, do you not think the Act has been over-ridden ? No.
'
4605. Not if this Act provides for it ? I do not think the Act does provide for it definitely.
4606. Does this Act allow you to do so ? I do not think there is anything in the Act to prevent it.
4607. In any future Act do you not think it would be well that there should bo laid down simply a few
general rules, comprising what would cover the financial interests of members, leaving the details of the
various Orders to be worked out by themselves ? No, decidedly not.
4608. Then you would have tho whole------ ? Under one Act. They should make rules for their own
government, hut have them under the Act.
4609. As far as the financial responsibilities of the Hodges towards their members are concerned, would
that not be sufficient—leaving it to the different Orders to govern themselves by their own details ? Yes,
no doubt of it.
’
4610. Arc you in favour or otherwise of the Government having a revising barrister to see that the
financial.engagements a Hodge takes upon itself are in accordance with the Friendly Societies Act ? Oh
yes, I think all the rules should go to a barrister before being registered.
4611. .Are you of opmion tbatthe Government should also provide an actuary, whose duty it should be
to revise the returns of the various Hodges ? I would go further, and say it should be done every year.
4612. Are you in favour of the returns of all your Hodges being attested by declaration or affidavit? Yes.
4613. Are you in favour of the whole of the returns of the various Orders being sent in through the
governing body, or should the Hodges send iu separate returns on their own responsibility ? I consider
they should go through tbe governing body.
4614. Do you not think it would bo better in all cases that, whoever the Government Officer is, he should
deal direct with the Grand Secretaries and Grand Officers, whatever they might be called, rather than
that lie should deal with the Hodge or individuals ? I think all communications should pass through the
Grand Secretary, to enable the Grand Hodge Officers to know how the Hodges are being conducted.
4615. I think you stated a little while ago that a Judge had decided in a case of yours tliat if your laws pro
vided that after three months a member becomes unfinaneial and has no claim on your funds, you had to
pay them for twelve months ? It was not in our ease.
4616. But tho inference I drew was that it took place in your case ? No, we have never had a ease of
the kind eomo before the Courts.
4617. Then do you think if the parties, whoever they were, produced a copy of their rules, certified by
the Begistrar as in accordance with the Act, that would not debar any such decision ? No, I do not. I
think myself, and I tried hard when they were altered to have it struck out altogether.
4618.
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Mr. _ 4618. But in tbe face of a contract specially signed ? Our laws provide that he shall not be cspelled for
J. H. Davies, ^wejve m0nths.
4619. But a man can be suspended without expelling him ? Yes, at the end of three months.
6 Mar., 1882.
4620. Do your laws expel him at the end of twelve months? Yes.
4621. You do not strike him off till then ? Yo.
4622. In the case of your Lodge at Parramatta----- ? The Eyde Lodge.
4623. 'Would you consider in a case of that kind that the laws of the present Friendly Societies Act were
carried out properly, taking into consideration your registered rules ? Decidedly not. I think the act of
the Justices was wrong.
4624. Mr. I£oldinvorth.~\ Tho Druids, Yfr. Davies, are a young Society, are they not? Yes, four or five
years last January since the majority were brought into existence.
4625. Consequently your average on the balance-sheet would be less? Certainly.
4626. Tbe financial healthiness of a Lodge would, I presume, depend materially on the age of the Lodge
itself? It would.
4627. Have you ever met with a ease whore a Lodge has had more than an ordinary amount of sickness ?
I have.
4628. Has that exhausted the funds of the Lodge ? It has.
4629. Would that account for the funds of your Order being so low ? Yes, for one or two.
4630. Did I understand you to say you had the power of making a levy ? Yes.
4631. You are in favour of the benefits being on a sliding scale, according to the time the parties have been
members ? Yes,
4632. Have you ever given any consideration to that subject ? I have.
4633. Are you aware that from twenty to forty the average sickness is from four to five days per member
per year ? Something like that,
4634. From forty to fifty, seven to nine days ? Yes.
4635. Fifty to seventy, twenty days ? Yes.
4636. And over seventy, twelve weeks ? Yes.
■
4637. Then do you think it just that when a man luid started at twenty, and been in till he was seventy,
that he should receive a larger amount ? No, decidedly not.
4638. Would it not be so on a sliding scale ? No, only for a certain time. We are a young Society
and have not many old members, and it is not likely we shall have many for rears to come. I do not
suppose we have more than three members over fifty, and I do not think we have more than seven over
forty-five.
'
■
4639. Mr. Abigail] You state that your Society is a young Society, and that because they are young
they have not a severe strain upon them ? No, I did not say that; they have had very severe strains
upon them.
4640. And yet the members are not aged ? No.
4641. In your experience does tbe larger amount of sickness occur with young men ? Yes, I think it does
as a rule.
4642. I notice a paragraph in this report that the President examined you from, where you regret to state,
from circumstances over which they had no control, a heavy strain was entailed on the Funeral Fund of
the District amounting to £245—was that in conscoucnce of young members dying? I could not say
without my books.
4643. I observe in your rules that it is imperative on all branches to send balance-sheets to the District ?
Yes.
4644. For what purpose ? For the District Auditors to audit.
4645. And they are audited as well by the subordinate Lodges ? They have to be signed by the Auditors
and Arch Druid.
4646. Do they find them tolerably correct? As a rule, yes.
4647. I also observe you make provision in your rules for the annual and quinquennial returns to be sent
in to the Begistrar ? Yes.
■
■
4648. Do you send in quinquennial returns ? We do.
4649. Who supplies the forms ? We buy them at the G-overnment Printing Office. I am, on second
thoughts, not sure about the quinquennial returns.
4650. Are you in favour of a compulsory quinquennial return being rendered ? Most decidedly.
4651. Your Society is what is known as a secret Society? Tbo same as other Societies.
4652. If any Society, in tbe preface to its rules, has stated that secret Societies encourage crimes, does that
apply to your Society ? Decidedly not.
4653. You are not aware of any crimes being encouraged in connection with the Druids ? I am not aware
of anything of the kind.
■
4654. Do you think the association in Friendly Societies has improved the social and moral life of the
members ? No doubt of it, if a man acts up to his obligation.
4655. Do you think the fact of a man belonging to a Friendly Society cherishes a habit of self-reliance
and promotes self-respect ? It should do, but I am afraid it does not.
4656. Have you known any member of your Society to be the recipient of charity from the public
Charities ? Well, sometimes we send a member to the Infirmary.
4657. But I do not mean that? Well, no I do not; we should not allow it if we knew it.
4658. Are you in favour of Friendly Societies being empowered to build halls out of the funds subscribed
for benefits ? To a certain extent, yes.
4659. Without any consideration as to tho amount they have in hand ? T say to a certain extent; it all
depends upon what they have in hand.
4660. What should they have before they spend any in that way ? I think if they had a large surplus
incidental fund they would be justified in thus investing it.
4661. Not out of any other fund ? Decidedly not.
4662. Are you in favour of Lodges bolding their meetings in public-houses ? Decidedly not; I think it
is the greatest curse that ever happened to a Society.
4663. Do you think it would be an advantage if the Government started a National Friendly Society ?
No, I do not.
'
4664. Have you known any cases of misappropriation of funds in connection with your Order ? Not to
any extent—not since we have been tbe United Ancient Order.
*
4665.

PBIENDIiY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COJOIISSIOIT—MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

4G65. Aro there two Orders ? In 1877 we assimilated our Order here with that in Melbourne, which was
originally the Order of Druids. Our head office was supposed to he in London, and we had to pay a levy in
England ; hut in 1877 we seceded from that and got a dispensation from Melbourne, though we are not
responsible to them in any way.
4GG6. Then there is no connection between you and any other body bearing your name outside the
Colony ? No, nothing at all,
“
4GG7. Tou are in no way connected with the Grand Lodge of England? No, not at all.
4663. Have you made any calculation to enable yon to say what amount of funds a Society should have to
make it fairly substantial ? No, I have not ; not yet.
4669. Do you think that the contingent liabilities increase with the age of a Society? Speaking in
reference to Pioneer Lodge, I can say they have not increased.
4670. Can you tell us what the contingent liability of that Lodge, considering the amount you are likely
to be indebted, and the benefits that have accrued to your members ? I could not tell you.
4671. I understood yon are in favour of Government actuarial supervision ? I am.
4672. President.^ _ Have you anything further to suggest to the Commission before you retire—any
suggestion you think would he useful in future legislation? No, I do not think of anything.
4673. Mr. Gelding] You have no connection whatever with the Grand Lodge iu England ? None what
ever.
4674. Mr. Langley] Is there in this Colony any Lodge connected with the Grand Lodge of England ?
None whatever.
The Commisaion then adjourned until Eriday, 10 March.

FRIDAY,

10

EDWARD GEEVILLE,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

MARGE,

Esq.,

1882.

J.P.,

in the

Chalk,.

-TAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
P. R. HOLDSWOETH, Esq.,
E. J. RUBIE, Esq.,

W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr. Arthur Walker was sworn and examined:—
4675. Chairman] In what Friendly Society do you hold office? The Protestant Alliance, No. 1.
4676. And what office do you hold ? President.
•
'
4677. Have you ever held office in any other Friendly Society ? No.
4678. Are you a member of any other Friendly Society ? No.
'
4679. Then the experience you can give us is that onlv of the Protestant Alliance Society ? That is all.
4680. Have yon studied the working of other Societies ? I have, to a considerable extent, by their rule
books, not from experience.
4G81. How long have you been President of the Society, and how long a member ? I am a member some*
where over nineteen years, I think,
4682. And President ? This is my fourth year.
4683. Is this Society of which you aro President the parent Society ? It is the parent Society, but has
no connection with the Protestant Alliance of Australasia.
4684. How many Lodges are working under you? Only the one.
‘
4685. And what is the number of your members ? 143 or 145 financial members.
4686. Can you give me the reason for your Society not amalgamating with the Protestant Alliance
P nendly Society of Australasia when that Society was formed ? There were difficulties in the way r which
was, wanting the members to be examined by a doctor as well as tbeir wives ; and wo objected to that and
also .to seieral of tbe rules. They wanted us to give up our title to No. 1, to which we refused to accede •
and we also refused to be re-examined by a medical man ; and wc were in a sound financial position, and
had no desire to amalgamate.
468/. If you had joined the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society, would it have involved increased contri
butions from your members ? I think so, but am not in a position to say certainly.
4688. Can you speak of the finaneiapposition of your Lodge ? I can; I have our Bank-books here with
me. We have at the present time £1,419 16s., bearing interest in the Savings Bank. It bears 5 per
cent interest, and we received interest to the 1st January to the amount of £71 la. 4d., making up
that total. Then we have a Widow and Orphan Fund in connection with the Society ; in connection with
this there are twenty members paying Gd. a month ; it gives from £5' to £15 on the death of a member,
according to the number of years be has been in the Society. We have £195 13s. Id. to the credit of
tliat fund.
fHas the Society any liabilities beyond that of the widows’ and orphans’ claims ? None whatever
4690. What is the subscription ? Is. per week.
4691. Have you power to make a levy in addition to that if necessary ? Our rules state that it shall not
be less than Is. a week, though I have power to increase it to any amount. There is a levy in case of
death of 2s. on every member of tho Society. If a member’s wife dies I levy Is. a member. These
]evieg are only made in casG of death,
4692. And is the effect of these levies to prevent the funds from diminution ? Most decidedly, because
lie pay a laige amount at the death of a member; wc pay as high as £35 • and we are now revising our
rules, and are going to pay £40 when a member belongs to the Society for twenty years. That is not the
law as yet, but it is in the hands of the Society.
4693. Then you arc by degrees adopting a graduated scale? Just so.
4694. Am I to understand that your Society is becoming impressed with the advantage of a graduated
scale r We have been impressed witli that for many a day.
4695. Are you in favour of that p Most decidedly.
■
4696. Have you the arbitrary power of fix mg the levy ? No. it is fixed by rule
486—T
1
'

4697.

448
14G

FBIETmiY SOCIETIES ACT Ils'QTIIBX COMMISSION—MINUTES OE EYIDENCE.

‘469V. Do 3’our members ever eomplmn about this levy being made while the funds are sufficient to meet
the claims ? Yes, some ; that is the idea now that this Committee has been appointed about. Many of
them complain about the matter, but I do not think we can do without it.
■10 Mar., 1882. 4698. Are you of opinion that your Society is thoroughly financial and can continue to be worked under
'the present rules, even when it has a longer experience and your members begin to get older ? I think we
can carry on and increase our funds for years ; in fact the interest of our money will pay two deaths a
year; last year was a severe one, and we had five deaths.
_
,
4699. Have you found the Priendly Societies Act at all prejudicial to your working ? Hot by any means.
4700. In the manner in which it is worked have you found any defect ? Ho.
_
4701. "Will you kindly mention the benefits that are given by your Society? Doctor and medicine for
each member, his wife, and family, immediately on joining ; after being twelve months a member, he is
'entitled to 1 guinea a week sick pay ; if lie is registered to tho Funeral Fund, if his wile dies he is entitled
to £15 after the last twelve months ; if he dies himself, his widow or next of kin is entitled to a Certain
sum according to the rules.
4702. Is there anything sectarian iu the Society ? Yes, we admit none but Protestants.
.
4703. And can any member be deprived of any of tbe privileges set forth in the rules for anything else
■than misconduct? Certainly not.
_
■
•
j i
4704. If a person joined your Society being a Protestant and afterwards changed his faith, would he
‘become excluded from the benefits ? That is a question that requires a great deal of consideration.
4705. Have you ever had such a case ? Ho. We have had. a case of a Horn an Catholic joining, and we
returned him his money ■when he said he had made a mistake.
■
' ’
4706. But the case I put of a Protestant becoming a Catholic, have you had such a case ? Ho.
.
4707. Is such a case provided for by your rules? Ho; there is a declaration iu which he states he is
a Protestant.
_
_
4708. Do tho rules say he must continue one ? Ho ; that is a question tliat would prove a very knotty
one to decide.
.
4709. Mr.
How long has this Society been in existence? Since 1861. *
4710. You have only been identified with it nineteen years P Yes. ^
4711. Have you had many members call off during that period ? Yes, a good many.
4712. About what number ? I could not say from remembrance.
4713. Would it average four or five per year ? Last year we had five.
^
^
4714. Have you had many members go bad on your books during that period ? lies, a good many.
4715. And have they shut themselves out from benefits? We have expelled them, according to our
rules.
■
.
.
.
'
4710. How many have you expelled—could you give us a rough idea? I think about nine last year;
they had been standing over for five or six years.
.
....
,
47L7. Could you furnish us with a return showing the number of members initiated since 1861; the
number who have called off during that period ; also, the number of persons who have been expelled for
not complying with tbe rules ? Yes; there have not been a great inany.*
i
,
4718. Yon have never put the law into operation with respect to persons who have failed r.o pay contri
butions? Ho, we declined to do so.
_
, ,
4719. As that is an important matter, and one that has engaged the attention of the Commission
considerably, what is your opinion respecting that portion of the Act? I think it would be as well not
to carry it out.
"
_
,
...
4720. Then the Commission is to take it as your opinion that it would be unwise any such provision in
any new law ? I would prefer to lot them leave if they wish, as tho_Society gains by it.
_
4721. Then you have found no diliiculty under the present Act in administering the affairs of your
Society? Hot the least.
,
4722. You send returns to the Itegistrar ? Annually.
_•
4723. Of course yon are aware of the fact that you are to send quinquennial returns ? Yes.
4724. Have you ever complied with that ? Yes, and we are now preparing one.
_ _
4725. The total amount of contribution paid by your members per week is------? One shilling per
member.
_
4726. That, with the exception of levies, covers everything ? Yes.
_
_
4727. The Widow and Orphan Fund—is that a compulsory Branch in connection with your Order P
Mr.
• A. Waiter.

A’ v*

___

4

4728. Each member joining your Order can join that fund if he feels so disposed? Yes, by paying a
small entrance fee and 6d. per month,
_
.
■ c
■ j
4729. What are the officers paid in connection with your Society ? The Financial Secretary £10 and
Assistant £5.
•
.
4730. Are any other officers paid ? The Treasurer, a nominal sum, to bring him under the operation of
the Act.
.
4731. Then you have not had to go into Court with any of your members ? Hever a case has gone into
Court according to my knowledge,
.
,
.
'
i
4732. Mr. lI.ohkivorlliA You are in favour of a graduated scale, I think you said ? Ho, you must have
mistaken me. I understood it was the funeral payments and not contributions.
4733. Did I understand you to say that you advocated £40 after twenty years’ membership ? Yes.
4734. And if a member died within twenty years, you would pay him some sum ? Certainly ; after twelve
months, £20.
4735. Have you made any calculation what it-would take per week to pay £40 after twenty years ? Ho,
I have not.
. ,
473c. If I told yon it would cost 6Id. a week, would you think it correct? I think we are in a position
to pay it.
4737. Aro yon aware it would cost over 6d. a week to produce that sum ? Very probably it may.
4738. Then do you think you would be justified ? Certainly, while we can show this Bank balance.
4739. Do you consider that the rates should be submitted to an actuary ? I think it would bo a very
good thing.
’
4740.
* The Secretary writes that tho number of members expelled is fourteen.—L.E.H., Secretary.
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4740. Tou said something about those who registered for the doctor; what do you pay for that ? That
Mr.
is a mistake—it is the Funeral Fund.
A. Walker.'
4741. What do you pay for registering for tho Funeral Fund ? From eighteen to twenty-two, 2s. (Id. and
10 Mar., 1883.
2s., and from that upwards up to forty, when a member pays 15s. and the wife 12s. Gd.
4/42. Does the member pay anything else towards the Funeral Fund P A levy in ease of death.
4/43. Then that levy you consider enables you to give this high rate? Yes.
4744. Mr. Lanrjley^ Have you any means of settling disputes between your members? Tes.
4745. In case of an appeal ? It goes to an arbitration, five members to be appointed.
4746. If an appeal is lodged against the arbitrators ? There is no appeal.
4747. Would you be in favour of a Board of Arbitration for all the Friendly Societies, or would you ■
prefer that each Society should settle its own affairs within itself ? I think it would he better for each
Society to settle its own affairs.
4748. Do you not think from your own experience that there are times when the members of a Lodge
may consider that they have been hardly treated, and would like to appeal to independent parties ? Well,
that is hard to say; I cannot answer for other people’s opinions.
’
4749. Ho ; but have you never known a case of the kind ? Tes, wo have had one.
.4750. Are you in favour of giving members the power to appeal to the Civil Courts? I think not,'
both for the interests of themselves and of the Society it would be bettter to settle the matter in the
Society.
4751. But as a final appeal, would you prefer a Board of Arbitrators rather than go to Court ? Most
decidedly I would, because they know the workings of Societies better than the Courts.
4/52. Tou spoke a little ago about your members not wishing to undergo a medical examination ; am I
to understand that there is no examination ? No ; the question asked me was with regard to the matter
of amalgamating with the Protestant Alliance of Australasia ; and I said that wc, being an old Sociely,
considered we had no right to be re-examined by a medical man.
4753. Mr. Jiubie.J Are your funds kept separate ? No.
4754. Tbe whole of the moneys are paid into one fund ? Into one fund.
4755. Then you have no means of knowing exactly what may be credited to tbe Funeral Fund and the
Sickness Fund ? No, because the one payment is used for all purposes. The Widow and Orphan Fund is
kept separate.
4756. lou could not tell us what is taken from the General Fund besides the levies to pay the funeral
donataons ? Am I to understand that you wish to know what amount is withdrawn from the General
°f the Society to make up the amount of the death contribution ?
4/5/. Have you made a calculation of the proportion ? Yes, we levy 2s. on a member, which would be
£14. Otherwise the fund is kept in globo.
4758. Would you ask your Secretary to give us the working expenses of your Society—what it has cost
for salaries, postages, stamps, &c. ? I have given that.
4759. But wo want to know what has been paid to the doctor and other expenses; I suppose we will net
that m the returns ? Tes.
4^60. Do your officers give security ? There is only the one required to give it; that is the Treasurer.
4/61. He gives security ? Ho does not; I have tried to enforce it but without result.
4762. Tou have had no defalcations ? Not that I am aware of.
4763. Mr. Ncwland.~\ I hoard you call your Society the parent Society ? Tes.
4764. What Branches have you? We have no Branches; it is the old Society. We never opened a Lodge,
though our officers did assist a Society in Parramatta to open, but it was to be separate.
’
4/65, I see you provide iu your rules for the management of a Grand Lodge : have you a Grand Lodge ?
No, it was done in order that we might extend our borders ; but it never was done.
4/6(5. Mr. Slsiclr,.] Did you ever take the subject of a Superannuation Fund into consideration? Well
yes, I have it now under revision, but all the officers put their faces against it.
4767. Axe you of opinion that such a fund would be useful? I am sure of it.
4/68. Have you found the present Act sufficient for your requirements ? Tes, for ours.
4769. And has anything arisen during your practice that points to any radical defect requiring amendment
at once m this Act ? Not that I can speak about.
4770. Tour practice of the Act has been sufficient ? Yes, for us.
iurf-o" -vrn.’
What amount do you pay for chemist and doctor ? £1 per annumto the doctor,
47/2. What for accouchement fees ? 1 guinea.
4773. Your Society is local ? Tes.
4774. Tou have no Branches anywhere else ? None.
What provision do you make when members leave the locality and go far away, in reference to
medical benefits and sick pay ? If they go over 3 miles they can become country members by paying
into the Society the amount less the chemist and doctor, receiving all other benefits.
y°u evel’ exercise the power of raising the weekly contributions of a member? No.
4777. Never bad occasion to do so ? No.
4778. Do you bank all the moneys that are taken every Lodge night ? No.
4779. What amount does the Treasurer generally hold in his hands ?
Well, supposing the doctor’s bill
were passed, if the Treasurer had sufficient money in his hands he would pay it.
4780. Then these two accounts do not properly represent the monetary value of your Society, as the
treasurer has money in hand ? A few pounds he is supposed to hold—say £10.
4781. The Widow and Orphan Fund 1 see by the pass book is about stationary ? Tes, there are very
few members m connection with it? I do not think there are over twenty'.
4/82. Do you not think, considering the value of a Widow and Orphan Fund, that it should be impera
tive . You cannot make it imperative on young men joining wbo are not married.
4783. Mr. Slade.] Does that amount to the doctor’cover tho chemist? No, there is 8s. a year for.
taat.
47i,v\Mr' ®ddin2-\ 1,1 y°ur opinion, is a purely local Lodge likely to be more healthy than if connected
with those large Societies? Well 1 think so ; of course it is not so convenient.
^iere ai’° d’advantages attached to your Society on account of having no branches else
where, No/1 do not think if is any disadvantage at all in a financial point of view. It may not be so
convenient to members who move about from one point, to another.
4786.
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'
Mr.
4786. I see you giro money when children die ? Tes,
A. Walker. 4,787, What amounts are these ? £‘3 under ten; under eighteen,. £i. .
n 4788.' Do they pay any contributions to insure this benefit oyer this shilling a week ? None whatever.
10 Mar., 1882. 4780 What entrance fee has to be paid to register these children ? Nothing for the registration of
children ; only himself and wife.
_
.
0 ^
,
4790. Chairman.'] Do you wish to supplement your evidence by any observations o± your own r. Not that
I can think about. The only thing is, I may say that in our Society' we use no regalia or anything of the
kind.
4791. Mr. GclcHng.] What rent do you pay ? 7s. fid. a month.
.
___
4792. Tou have never taken any steps to open any other Branches of your Society ? No.

Mr. George Gibson sworn and examined:—
Mr.
4793. Chairman.] In what Friendly Society do you hold office ? The Protestant Alliance Friendly
&. Gibson. Society of Australasia.
4
_
4794. How long have you been a member ? Since its formation, ten years ago,
lOMftr.,1882. 4795> How maDy years have you held office, and what offices have you held? I hold office as Grand
Master, my term of office will expire next Monday; as Deputy Grand Master I held office about six
months; and Acting Grand Master while the Grand Master was suspended for a further six months.
4796. And your present position is that of------? Grand Master till nest Monday.
.
.
4797. Are you a member of any other Friendly Society ? No; I am a member of a subordinate Lodge in
connection with tbe Alliance, but not of any other Friendly Society.
j h T .v. n T
4795. Have you studied the subject of Friendly Societies independently of your own Order. 1 think 1
4799. What is the present number of members of the Protestant Alliance ? About 3,000; the exact
number conld be told after the annual returns come in.
4800. Is the Society increasing or decreasing in numbers P
Increasing.
.
4801. "Would vou kindly give the mtes of payments for all your henefits? "We h&ve a contribution of
Is. a" week, a levy from the Grand Council of 2s. a quarter for funeral members, and Gd. per quarter to
the Incidental Fund.
.
.
.
.
,
4802. Will you please give the benefits ? The benefits arc 21s. per week sick pay tor six months ; los.
the second six months, and 5s. following; £15 at the death of a wife; £25 on the death of a member,
and if he has been a member five years a further sum of £5, making a total sum of £30 after being a
member of the Society for five years.
_
■
4803. Have yon under your rules power to make special levies? Tes.
4804. Have you to resort to them ? "We have never had yet, except that by our rules it provides for a
Lodge Belief Fund; and when that fund arrives at the sum of £250 the levies on its behalf shall cease.
I may say it has exceeded that sum, and levies on its behalf have ceased ; otherwise the levies were lid.
extra. The purpose of the fund is to assist Lodges that cannot meet their own engagements.
4805. Do you find for ordinary purposes that the rate of subscription as fixed is sufficient? No,
certainly not; that is, the rate of ordinary subscription is not sufficient without being supplemented by
levies. I do not believe any Society can manage without levies.
4806. At their present rates of subscription? Not without levies.
_
...
4807. Then in your opinion the rates of subscription of most of the Friendly Societies is below that
which is justified by the benefits promised ? Tes, that is my opinion.
_
4808. And that they are only therefore enabled to keep the fulfilment of their promises by means of
levies ? Exactly so, or increased contributions.
,
4809. Having the balance sheet before you, can you tell me the amount of invested funds belonging to
the Society? There is the sum of £3,418 2s. 4d., exclusive of £279 invested in the Protestant Hall, and
£240 19s. 7d. current account at the Bank of New South Wales.
_
4810. And how are these funds invested? £1,516 T/s. lOd. in the Post Office Savings Bank at 4 per
cent.; fixed deposit in the Post Office Savings Bank, £1,121 8s.; Bank of New South Wales, £275 12s.;
and Lodge Belief Fund, £263 4s. lid.
ini.
vj.j.i
4811. What does it average per member? Well, this would average about £1 per member or a little
over.
4812. Mr. Holdworth.] That is merely the Funeral Fund ? The Funeral and Contingent Funds.
4813. Chairman] And in your opinion is that a sufficient average for such a Society ? Well,^ of course
I am not an actuary, hut I think'it is ; we increase each year. We had to the credit of the Society last
[year £2,999 odd, and have increased to £3,418 ; and have formed a Grand Council in New Zealand and
allowed them £133, so that there has been a good increase during the year.
4814. Can any member other than a Protestant be admitted ? No person other than a Protestant can be
admitted into our Society.
_
\
4815. At any other stage of his existence or alliance with your Society does the question ot religion
enter? Never; when he joins he is asked if he is a Protestant, and signs a declaration that he is
a Protestant; and, as you are aware, if he lias stated anything untrue he is liable to be expelled.
_
4816. Suppose a member entering as a Protestant, afterwards joins some other sect, would he lose his
privileges r Tes.
4817. Is that provided in your rules ? Tes.
4818. Has such a case ever occurred ? Never to my knowledge.
_
4819. Would he if he changed his religion lose all the benefits of the Society? Such a case has never

arisen.

_

4820. But according to your rules ? My impression is be would,
4821. How manv Lodges are there under your rules ? 1 think about forty ; of course the Secretary can
tell you more.
, .
4822. And what power do you exercise over these Lodges ? The power we exercise is that if any matter
occurs which they are unable to settle they refer it to either the Executive or Grand Council.
4824.
4823. Do yon give any limits to their subscriptions ? No.
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4824. Nor to their benefits? If at any time we find their funds are decreasing we instruct them to raise
Mr.
their levies.
Oibion.
4825. But do you allow them to start with a very low subscription if they think fit to do so ? No; all
Lodges are started with a shilling contribution and 2s. 6d. a quarter levy.
0 Mar., 1882,
4826. Then you do assign a limit ? Tes, we have a minimum.
4827. Do you favour a graduated scale in preference to a fixed ? I certainly think a young man should
not be charged so much as an old one; nor do I think a single man should be charged as much as a
married man.
,
4828. Do you think that if the alterations indicated by you were made, it would tend to cause a large
increase of members, of young men ? I would not like to say that; but I think it could be tried, and
that it would.
4829. Do you not think many young men are deterred from joining these Societies under the impression
that they are made to pay for older members? Tes, I have heard such expressions.
4830. Do you approve of the present Act as it now exists ? I approve of the Act in the main, but not of
its administration.
4831. "What fault have you to find with that? I do not think the Begistrar is half strict enough; I think
lie should always impose the penalties provided by the Act for the non-forwarding of returns, but I do
not think that he as Begistrar has sufficient time at his disposal to look into these Societies.
4832. Do you think it would be advisable that there should be an actuary to examine the tables of the
various Societies? Tes, and I think this Government should follow out what is done by the Victorian
Government, and publish a tabulated statement of tbe results of each Society, so as to enable the public
to judge which are going on properly and which not.
4833. Do you think the periodical returns should be made under oath the same as the Bank returns are ?
I do.
4834. Do you think that the Government should appoint some one to audit the accounts ? Tes, I think
the returns forwarded should he subject to audit.
4835. Mr. G-elding^] What is tho cost of opening Branch Lodges in your Order? They pay on applica
tion £1 Is. for registering the Society.
4836. And the cost of books ? About £6.
4837. And regalia? We never have it at tho opening of Lodges. That is a matter which is optional with
the Lodges; and many Lodges have no regalia, but where the officers have regalia the Lodges provide the
same.
.
4838. Is it a general practice to admit all joining members at half-fees ? Tes, half initiation fees.
4839.. What is your opinion about that? 1 think it works very nicely; of course we stipulate that they
shall not be over a certain age.
4840. Do you allow Lodges to revert to these half-fees again? Well, it has to be represented to the
Committee of management.
484L. IIow often do you allow Lodges that privilege ? Never more than twice after they have opened.
4842. What medical benefits do your members receive ? Doctor and medicine for the member, his wife,
and family under the age of eighteen years; and if a young man joins with a widowed mother it is
allowed to her.
4843. Could you inform the Commission the average amount paid to the medical officer and chemist ? In
some Lodges it amounts to 16s. per annum, in others to £1, and in others to 28s.
4844. The 28s., I presume, is in the country districts? No, in the town.
4845. Do you not think that if a lot of the Friendly Societies were to amalgamate and get a dispensary
up it would be a great advantage ? I do indeed—I think it would be a grand idea, but it is the startingpoint.
4846. What amount of sick pay do you give ? A guinea a week the first six months.
4847. And funeral donation? £25 to a member and £15 for the wife; if he has been a member five
years £30,
‘
4348. Have you a Widow and Orphan Fund ? No.
4849. Do the children get anything ? No.
4850. Are yon in favour of Societies keeping arbitration within their own limits, or of having a law to tho
effect that the differences shall be submitted to a Board of Arbitration composed of representatives of the
different Friendly Societies of the Colony ? I think it would be a good idea to have one member from
each Society, to form a Board of Arbitrators.
4851. Do yon think that there would be any difficulty in adopting the sliding scale in this country ? I
do not think there would be any difficulty.
4852. Tou think it unjust that young members should pay as much as old members ? Certainly.
4853. Tou are aware that more than half-a-million members of Friendly Societies in Great Britain are
under a sliding scale ? I am not aware of it.
4854. Tou have not read of the operation of Societies in Great Britain at all perhaps ? I have not.
4855. Tou cannot give the estimated value of the Lodge funds of your Society ? About, yes; the
amount at the end of the year from Lodges which had forwarded returns was £7,340 19s. 2d., making
about £11,000.
'
4856. What would be the average per head? I could not say, but something over £3 per head.
4857. And do you think that is a good average for Societies to hold ? I think it is a fair average ; I do
not think it is a good average.
4858. Tou stated that you thought if we were to follow iu the steps of the Friendly Societies Act in
Yictoria we should be doing a great deal of good? No, I said 1 believed the Government should
publish a tabulated statement as they do in Yictoria, as to the position of each Society.
4859. Have you read the Government Statist’s report in Yictoria ? I have glanced at it.
4S60. Are you aware that he considers £9 or £10 a head average not more than sufficient ? I read
that such was his opinion.
4861. And that his intention was to make the Societies come up to that mark as near as possible ? I
believe so.
4862. Do you think it would be wise to foil owl in these steps, so as to make the Societies perfectly
solvent ? I believe they should be made perfectly solvent as far as practicable.

4863,
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^ 4868. What is the value of the Protestant Hall at the present time? We have been offered £18,000.
What debt is on it ? About £4,000.
4865 What is the average income from it ? I could not say.
K> Mar., 1882.
Does it pay interest on the amount invested ? T think it does.
4867. ire you in favour of separate Lodges building halls of their own, provided they have any filing like
decent funds at their command ? I believe every Lodge should have a place of its own to meet in. ■
4868. What is your opinion about meeting in public-houses ? I think the law should step in to prevent it.
4869. Yours is what is called a secret Society, is it not ? Certainly not.
4S70. I mean no one can get in but your own members? Oh no; just the same as the Oddfellows.
4871. You do not cousider you carry on anything detrimental to peace and harmony or inimical to tbe
laws of God ? Our Society is conducted just ihe same as any other Priendly Society.
4872. There is nothing immoral about your secrecy ? Z\o ; we have no secrecy.
4873. Mr. Slade.'] In the Chairman’s examination you stated that you served some period of the term as
President in place of a suspended President? Yes.
4874. Would you tell us the cause of his suspension r Drunkenness.
4S75. And did that suspended President take legal proceedings against your Grand Lodge ? Certainly ■
not; we took proceedings against bim to recover possession of a collar held by him.
4876. Have you a Superannuation pund p No.
4877. What is yonr opinion of such a fund ? L believe it would be a wise thing to adopt.
4878. Have many Branches of your Society dissolved or fallen off? No ; I think about three.
4879. Could you'give the Commission an account of the causes of the breaking up ? They were opened
in districts where the population was migratory; those who remained took clearances into other Lodges.
4880. Do you know anything of any defalcations in your Society ? Yes.
4881. Of what nature bavc they been ? Embezzling money, to put it plain.
4882. What positions did the parties hold? One was Secretary, hut he returned the money and paid all
expenses.
i
4883. Any further cases ? Yes, another was a Treasurer of subordinate Lodge, who returned the money.
Qliat is all that has come under my knowledge.
4884. In these cases were the provisions of the Act sufficient to bring them to a reckoning ? In one
instance it was not, because the. sum was larger than his bond.
4885. Mr. Rubir-] What was the amount of the defalcation ? £200 odd.
'
4886. Mr. iS'hrde.] AVhat was his bond ? Two sureties of £50 each.
4887. Did you recover the amount of the bond or more ? The full amount of the money he had embezzled.
4888. Has the result of the admission of members at half-fees been that you have gained a larger per
centage of old members than you otherwise would have done ? bio; the result has been that we have
gained a larger number of young members.
4889. Do you know of any cases in which your Branches have been unable to meet the claims upon
them ? Yes, iu one.
4890. To what extent ? About £10, and that was occasioned by the miners’ strike in the Southern
District. We have a fund to assist Lodges which are unable to meet their engagements, as 1 before
stated. I have given you the result of what was to the credit of the Grand Lodge this year, hut am
unable to give you the credit of subordinate Lodges because the returns are not in,, and there were
fourteen Lodges which did not have their returns in last year.
4891. What became of the members left in that Lodge ? They still continued their membership, and
increased their levies in accordance with a suggestion.
4892. What has been their career since ? We have had no complaint whatever, and they are going on
swimmingly. The money we give to Lodges is only a loan, which they have to repay.
4893. Have your Lodges had to lower the rate of sick pay for a time? It has never occurred.
4894. Not temporarily even ? No, not even temporarily.
4895. Has your Order any property except these shares in tho Protestant Hall ? No, not to my know
ledge ; the Branches may have.
4896. Has any case come before you in which one of the Branches purchased any property which was
afterwards the subject of litigation ? There was no litigation about it, if you refer to tho Lodge at Druitt
Town.
'
4'897. You do not complain of the Act so much as its administration? No.
4898. Mr. Newland.] If any of the members in your Lodges are not satisfied with the medical officer
and get one who is not the medical officer of the Lodge, do you allow anything for it ? No; but wo give
him the privilege of going to another Lodge and to another medical officer.
4899. If'you select a doctor who is not an allopath, would you recognize his claim to sick pay? Wo
recognize none other than allopaths.
4900. But according to the Medical Board of New South Wales a homteopath would not be on the list ?
Exactly so ; we only recognize duly qualified medical practitioners.
4901. Mr. Rubied] Do officers of your Lodges give security ? The Secretary and Treasurer do.
4902. Then the gentleman whose defalcations were returned did not give security equal to the amount of
money in his hands ? Yes ; by tho rules he could only have £10 in his hands, but the Treasurer did not
get the money from him, and hence it was left in his hands
4903. Then the other officers of the Lodge must have neglected their duty in not seeing that the Treasurer
was paid over ? No, that could be easily manipulated.
4904. He was Grand Secretary, was he? Yes.
■
4905. Then if J understand you aright, the Grand Council have simply to administer the levies received
from the several Lodges as a Funeral Eund ? No; they are placed to the credit of the Euneral Eund ;
and we have an Incidental Eund to which the Lodges contribute Gd. a quarter.
4906. And have you found the Euneral Fund sufficient in all cases ? Yes, it is increasing, having
quadrupled itself during the last five years.
4907. You are only a young Society ? We have been established ten years.
4908. Mr. Langleyd] In case of future legislation, do you think it would be advantageous that the Act
should lay down merely the financial basis upon which a Society should be formed, and leave it to the
various Societies themselves to make their own rules for their own working ? That is done now, and
directions are given at the end as to what the rates should be.
■
4909.G. Gibson. ■ 4,8(54,
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4909. There urea number of clauses in the present Act that are not carried out? Then that is the . Mr.
.Registrar s fault for not seeing that they are.
G-. Gibson.
y0UJ trUBtee8 pay 0ut a,1iy°^ money ? lVre adopt a system which is, I think, a wise one. The
Seeretaip produces an account to tlie Grand hfaster, and it is investigated and an order is signed for its 10Mlir-1883
payment, and a similar order goes to the Treasurer, so that he is doubly indemnified. Then he has to
produce a leceipt for the payment of the money. The same is done by subordinate Lodges.
a1
^ B"bo:rd,Iiate Lodges pass through the hands of trustees? All the money is
placed to the credit of the trustees, and is paid by them,
4912' 'lZr' Hffewrth.'] Lou were asked whether you considered the amount to the credit of your Society
was sufficient; do you not consider that depends entirely upon the age of the Society ? The amount I am
giving you is exclusive of any liabilities, which are all paid.
'
ft!? ?I:yqU0Sti0U "’“f wh0ti??r*in considering whether a Society was sound or unsound with a certain
- . .
cSdnlyyoTSt^
Crcdlt’you must lloi lake tbe aSe of iha Society into consideration? Most ’ '
tPJ.f' phef yo,u h'1™1' a So“ety may with £3 per head to its credit be sounder than another with £7 or'
1Q1H A 1 J y ’ be1cfllise they may bave a large number of old members.
’
irC v-Jj0!
15 1)e'' c^?t-Per annum increase of savings is good tor a Society ? i do.
.
S »^,frhw mry/0" “p
"'7 fr“'I0"t C"'der? ,rlle'e l”e b8“ * e»»a »“?• h"1 1

" ~
'

-

■Sfi' S°’lld,a retr be g0t fll0wju- 1}m number of persons expelled ? Yes, that could he made Out.
nnlfn
*9 y ° y°i!ir “embersc.tflc Society ? No, because our rules provide
that a member shall
on y owe 52s., and when he owes that he is expelled if he does not pay up.
to
^
fi?rstTSr,iety in t!l°
that llut tbe provision of tile Act into operation in reference
uriJSf but?tar ' 1 • 16
n°t i t ,Cr(i WaS an 0rdel' 0f' Lorcaters that twenty years ago claimed that
£oon ^ ! ,
t1vas 'ymg dormant for twenty years until we took it up.

•wl55£»
ilieSSS£ conT *ilM cl"'r“to? ^ " se“'"ll)’ ** *“ *“,idWs “«
5a,™.y0U 8ufibl-ed (lef’eat at the hands of persons whom you have sued ? Never
us much™ brother'*'

mulcted'in ^

i

have a good solicitor who does not charge

4Q0A tv,nr, y°U SCt Lwf°r 110thlug \ .No’ hecausc in every case we have had expenses given ns by the Judge.
JfLw toT™ ?,lP°rle,a.- T "'0
g ymiruwn Society and having to takethese persons into aCourt
ot law to lecoyer, do you think it a wise provision ? Certainly 1 do.
^
vf! G ' h/v11-’ 0J?Jni?u
3,3 any £resh lebd«lation that provision should he retained ? Certainly,
tnnld
A 18 mse *bat a11
lv'h° fall into arrears should be summoned and made pay ? h
uould not say indiscriminately, because there are many persons who join a Society and circumstances arise
I®
l“‘ ‘iy.;h°‘lld 1“M ll» 4W. Vou J!t trust
dS

£viug™M?J Not eit°l 7P
7

he "m

'vl'*r°

-:,m

l,ad * J'"™s “»d healthy meinbot

4928 Chairman.-] Have you any observations to make ? In the English Eriendly Societies Act it is nrovided that when the parent Society is registered, each subordinate Lodge is registered. We waited as a
Wrarlrd tL
raSith Mrgnfe op™ tbat.J.f18 nob necessary to register each separate Lodge.
"e‘Y£Ued
l
guinea cCom^in0rder

^ ° 1Ver’ aild he said ltTaa thc practice of his office to charge each Lodge
bclonged io’ a Suiuea for registering1 the rules. We can hardly see where the

No^not^to our'societw1'0 n0b ^ dj°dge ru^es

frem the general governing rules of your body?

S' f"', RUue^
T0U Sive 118 y°ur balance-sheets ? Yes, I am quite willing.
4931. And mil you supply us with a dozen copies of your rules ? Yes, with pleasure.
Mark Thomas Konan sworn and examined:—
Ho§' SoM to meT Yes °£ t5ie SpeCial aildit0r9 Wh° aUdit6d tke aCC°UIlts °f the AustraliaJ1
4933.
sheto
sueer,
4934.

Mr.

In this balance-sheet in order to make the accounts balance there is a sum of £1,495 Is 4d put
urmiouTtoTo^n
b ()mmiBsiou aiiy ,nformation as to how it arose ? That is the June balance- WMw, 1882.
previous to the one I audited ; I had nothing to do with it,
Can you explain how that loss in the December balance-sheet arose ? Well, I could scarcely think
PartlclJlars now, it is a few years back, and not being thoroughly prepared for this-----7
493o. Do you think it was a clerical error ? I think not
1
atoss nl^daubff10
°f y0U1'I,ecollectiou you found tbero was a losa of that amount ? There lias been
Spte?? y Y6s.Cniember WhethCr y°U att0ndCd the Bleeting at whicl1 that Pa^ance-sheet was produced and
Sf ?IaS any eXuei?H.° a taoenkd° y0’1 remoter, to that item, or any alteration made in the balancesheet after you submitted it ? No, not that I am aware of now.
4939. Hut you are not in a position now to state how it arose? No
« ■y^CTpare tbe8C„%"res> £G^ Ito’ld., in the December balance-sheet
with the balance as set forth m the June, and tell whether it was possible you could have substituted in
^bfiCe-Senthese fi£uJ,es™
of £5-480 4s'; is if possible you carried the total forward instead
of the balance ? I may say that this amount of £-5,4,80 4s, the amount set down------ I cannot irive an
.^P anat-b not thoroughly, because we have actually explained it in the report
b
4941, You know nothing about it then ? Xo.
*
1
4942■ ^r-But you believe there was a deficit of £1,400 ? I could not say that

SriLX

6X1

? by the

°f the Societ>r tbat thcre

a

tl£ Mr. Slade.]1 WW7
y°U report,officrirS
deficit? P Yes.
Yes.
4944.
Y hen you prepared your
to the best of your judgment it was correct
The Commission then adjourned until Monday, 13 March.
'
MONDAY,
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MONDA Y, 13 MADGE, 1882.
■present

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P., President.
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GREVILLE, Esq, J.P,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq,
JOHN SLADE, Esq,

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
P. E. HOLDBWORTH, Esq.,
E. J. EHBIE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.

Mr. John Erancis M‘DonalI sworn and examined:—
Mr. J. F. 4945. President] “What Society are you a member of ? The Holy Catholic Guild of St. Mary and St.
MDonall Joseph.
-----' 4946. What office do you hold ? None at present.
13Mar, 1882 494,7^ What have you held? Warden for three years.
4948. How long have you been a member of the Guild ? I think about five years.
4949. Have you held any other office ? No other than Councillor, which you have to occupy six months
to qualify you for the other.
4950. Are you a member of the Guild now ? Yes.
.
r, T _
,
,
4951. How is the Society managed in your opinion ? Well, before I retired from office I dratted a code
of new rules, with the object of having the Districts governed by separate Councils of their own, having
distinct dfficers, and a governing body something on the principle of the Oddfellows.
4952. These rules have not been adopted ? No, they have not.
4953. The funds of the Society are in one General Fund ? Yes.
4954. All the levies go into one fund ? Yes.
.
4955. And all thc charges, cost of management------? All go from one fund, although according to the
rules they are supposed to he kept separate.
.
4956. Do you approve of that system of management ? No, I do not. .
4957. The amount of contributions by each memher is-----? Is. 2d. a week.
. _„
4958. Members who have been five years and upwards on the books receive at death, I believe, £40. the
highest sum is £40; £20 from tbe‘Widow and Orphan Fund, and £20 from the Mortuary.
4959. And a guinea a week sick pay ? Yes, for twelve months.
4960. And £10 or £15 in case of the death of the wife ? Yes.
_
4961. And doctor and medical attendance the same as all other Societies ? Yes.
_
4962. And are you of opinion that 14d. a week is sufficient to insure the members of the Society payment
of these sums ? I do not think it.
4963. You are of opinion that the sum is not sufficient to insure due payment of the amount of money
that will he due on the death of the husbands ? I think not.
_
,
4964. You have a uniform contribution in all the Branches of the Society, have you not ? Those m thc
country have nothing to do with us.
4965. I mean in the Sydney District ? Yes.
4966. And a graduated scale of initiation fees ? Yes.
.
4967. Do you approve of a uniform scale of contribution ? I have often taken exception to the small
amount of the entrance money.
,
,
4968. I am speaking of contributions? That would all depend; I think' there should bo a gradation
according to age,
4969. And you would favour that ? Yes.
_
.
4970. Do you as a matter of opinion believe your Society, as at present in Sydney, is on a sound financial
basis? I can hardly say that; it may be, I have had little to do with the finances of the Society ; hut
lately there has been a great drain on the funds in consequence of old members dying off.
4971. Do you know the total amount of assets ? I think it is between £6,000 and £7,000.
4972. That is, with the hall ? Yes, and in cash.
4973. The cash is a small sum ? Yes.
_
4974. And do you know the total number of members ? I think between 800 and 1,000.
_
4975. During the time you were in office, do you remember some defalcations taking place ? No, it was
previous to my taking office.
4976. Do you remember the circumstances ? No, I was not a memher then.
4977. And they were settled previously to your taking office ? Yes.
4978. And you can tell us nothing about them? No.
_
4979. On the balance-sheet that showed a loss of £1,400 ? No ; I tried to obtain a number of reports
preceding my time, but they could not be obtained—the books were not forthcoming.
4980. And you found a difficulty in getting what you sought for ? I could not get it at all.
4981. And it was not properly managed ? I believe not, for a number of years not subsequent to
Mr, Eubie leaving office.
_
.
. . „ ,,
4982. During the term of your office did you find any inconvenience in the working or the Friendly
Societies Act ? Yes, there is one, and that is the great delay there is in getting He rules passed. They
have not only to pass the Council but the general body, and then to the Archbishop, who is the Patron,
previous to being sent on to the Registrar ; this necessitates great delay.
^
.
4983. But that does not apply to the Act, hut to your own arrangements ? No, simply to our own rules.
4984. But as far as the Act itself is concerned, do you know of any inconvenience? No, I have never
found any.
,
4985. As a matter of opinion, do you believe the present Act affords sufficient security to members ol
Friendly Societies ? 'Well, if we take the decisions of tbe Courts in reference to suing for arrears, I do not
think so.
„
,,
49SG. You do not approve of that? No, I think a man should be cut off if he is m arrears tor thirteen
or fourteen weeks. I think when a man’s time is up, if ho fails to comply, ho should cease to he a member.
4987. But are not members entitled to receive funeral donation in case ol death if fourteen weeks iq,
arrears in your Society? No, if a member dies, and is fourteen weeks in arrears, there is no money
4988.
payable to bim.
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4988. And the same with his wife ? Of course.
4989. You are sure of that? As far as my action as Warden is concerned, in cases where a man has
died, and has been out of compliance, we have generally made a subscription for the widow, as the funds
could not be touched.
’
4990. The Society’s obligation ceases after fourteen weeks in arrears ? Yes.
4991. And you are of opinion that any members over twelve months in arrears should be expelled ?
Yes.
4992. And you would not be in favour of that provision which provides for the suing of members ? No,
X would not,
4993. Is there anything you could suggest that you think would be an advantage that might he embodied
in new legislation ? No, I have not given any consideration to it at all,
4994. Of course we have heard from other witnesses how you settle your matters in dispute, and there
is no use in going through it again ; but if you have anything to suggest, if you will write it and send it
to the Secretary it will be appended to your evidence ? Yes, thank you; X have noticed placards for
opening Lodges at a low premium—on terms under which I think they cannot last more than a few
■ years.
4995. Mr, Gelding^] Have you studied the question of hYiendly Societies ? No, I cannot say I have.
499G. You have never entered into the question of the Friendly Societies Act ? I have not.
4997. You are still a member of the G-udd, are you not? Yes.
4998. Would you be in favour of the Government appointing a permanent officer specially to attend to
matters relating to Friendly Societies in this Colony; do you believe that Mr. Oliver, considering the
positions that he holds, can possibly give the attention that is needful to the Societies ? That is a
matter I could hardly answer, because I do not know what his duties are ; and he and his clerk have
always been, attentive to us,
4999. You got your rules certified to without objection ? I believe when the present rules were going
through, exception was taken by the Registrar.
5000. He never took any exception to the amounts ? No.
5001. Arc you in favour of a provision, in any future legislation, that all Societies should liare their
affairs submitted to actuarial experiences in future legislation ? I think it would be advisable.
5002. You believe that thc present system of certifying to anything the Registrar may hare brought
before him is not what it should be—that is, if a Society oilers £100 for funeral donation; you think these
things should be looked into ? I think so, yes.
5003. Have you formed any idea at all what the minimum contribution should be ? 15d., I believe, is
the least.
'
5004. You think that would be sufficient to insure £20 at the death of a member, and £10 or £15 at the
death of a wife, and also a sum of money for the widow when the husband dies ? Provided you had a
gradation according to age.
5005. Then you are of opinion that a sliding scale would be thc best thing ? I think so.
5006. It is an important point this; X presume you are aware that this scale is carried out in Great
Britain in Friendly Societies ? No, I am not.
5007. But you believe it would be judicious to have it carried out here ? Yes.
5008. You think it is not right that a young man of eighteen should pay as much as a man entering
between thirty and forty ? That is my opinion.
‘
5009. Do you think it advisable to all members who may be dissatisfied to have recourse to law?- I think
not; I think they should submit tbe matter to arbitrators—that is the case in the Guilds.
5010. What is your opinion in reference to the question of going outside each particular Friendly
Society—that is, of having a Board of Arbitration consisting of members of all the Friendly Societies
to arbitrate; Would you prefer that, or that each Friendly Society should have its own Board ? I think
it would be better that each Society should have its own Board.
5011. You said just now that you thought this opening of Lodges on half-fees was injurious ? I think
so ; not just then, but in the course of a few years, when members begin, to die off.
5012. I believe your Society has had very heavy drains upon it ? Yes, for the last four years.
5013. And there is every probability, considering the great influx of population, that that drain will
continuq to increase instead of decrease ? I could not say that; there are a lot of young members
coming in, and the drain could not continue very long,
5014. Are not other members gradually getting old ? Yes ; I am speaking of the time I was in office.
5015. You had an extra quantity of old members? Yes.
5016. You do not attribute it to the small-pox epidemic ? No; it has been a breaking up of the system
in the old members.
5017. Your funds have been all put into one general affair, have they not P Yes, contrary to the rules *
but it was impossible to alter it.
’
5018. How did the impossibility come about? There was no possible way of seeing what belonged to
each fund.
5019. And did the Registrar certify to your rules knowing you were committing a breach of the law ? I
could not say; they were certified to before I came into office.
5020. Mr. Slade.} Have you found any difficulty in administering your Society under the present Act?
No, I cannot say that I have.
5021. Have any wants in thc Act been ever brought before you palpably? No.
5022. In your experience have you had any evidence that the present Act is insufficient? I have not
read the Act through, and could not say that I would recommend any alteration of the Act in any
particular way. I have had more to do with the rules of the Society, without referring to anything
outside.
j
a
5023. Then so far as your experience goes, have you any reason to object to the present Act ? I have not.
because I have not read it through.
5024. Have any eases occurred by which you have Loan led to believe that it is not sufficient ? I know
of nothing, except that under the Act men have been summoned and compelled to pay after twelve
months.
5025. Have you any other objection than that it grants power to sue for arrears of contributions ? And
that it allows the starting of Societies on a very low scale.
480—XJ
5026.
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5026. Then you consider that any new legislation should ]irovido an arbitrary scale of initiation fees
That might be met by the Act requiring an actuary to certify to the tables before they become law.
13Mar.;i$82. 5027. Are you of opinion that a Superannuation or Pension Fund would be valuable ? I have not
‘
! -iconsidered. that matter.
502S. I mean a fund to relieve thc Society from old members from going on tbe funds occasionally, and
providing them a pension as long as they live ? I bave never given that consideration.
5029. Mr. Tiv)ne.\ About what time wrcre the funds amalgamated ? I could not say ; it was before I
went into ofiSce.
5030. Is the ledger account kept now P I could not say; I bad the system altered when I wont into
office.
5031. Then how' are the general funds of the Guild ascertained if there is no ledger account? I do not
know, unless it is kept in one largo book. When I wont into office there was an account opened with
every member.
5032. Have you any idea bow many members there are in connection with the Society in Sydney ? I
think there are between 800 and 1,000.
'
5033. And according to your last balance-sheet you bave only a small sum in hand ? I was not there,-and
do not know.
•
5034. So tbat in reality the whole of the funds arc invested in the hall? Principally in the ball. A
little while hack I caused £1,000 to he paid off the mortgage so as to reduce the interest.
•
5035. Have you any idea what the hall is valued at ? 1 cannot say from memory—£5,000 or £6,000,1
think.
5036. But its present value in thc market ? I could not say ; no doubt it has inere;ised in value.
■
5037. You have frequently had lawsuits of late? Yes, we had one case in connection with a Branch at
St. Leonards ; there was another that I know nothing about.
5038. Was this rule of arbitration enforced when this St. Leonards affair was taken into Court? Yes
it wras, I believe, referred to arbitration.
5039. Are you certain of that, because it has been sworn to the contrary? I know that a ease in con
nection with St. Leonards was referred to arbitration.
5040. The case of the Branch itself—was that referred to arbitration ? I could not say. There was one
case in which we went into the District Court with a member of the late District of St Leonards, who
sued thc District here for money to he paid into a Branch at St. Leonards that we did not recognize.
They proposed arbitration about that, hut as wc did not recognize the Branch we refused. Permission
was given to establish a Branch at Lane Cove, but instead of its being started at Lane Cove it was started
at St. Leonards, where a District already existed; and then when we found it was started there and met in
the same room, we refused to recognize it. A brother then applied for a transfer from the Korth Shore
Branch to it, and we opposed it and declined to submit to arbitration, and they went to law about it.
5041. Mr. Lan(jlmj^\ Does your Constitution not state that disputes of thc kind shall be referred to
arbitration ? Yes.
5042. Does it give the option to the governing body to say that it shall not go to arbitration ? I think
so. This is the rule :—“ If any dispute shall arise between the Society and any of its members, or any
person or persons claiming through or under any member under tho rules of the Society, or the securities,
administrators, nominees or assigns of any member, and the Council, or any councillor, or any officer, or
any member of the Guild, such dispute shall he referred to and decided by arbitration.”
5043. Then, may I ask you, taking that as a basis, do you consider that refusing to allow a brother the
right of arbitration, and'then going into Court and pleading that it was not arbitrated upon, is treating the
memher fairly? Yes ; because this memher who appealed had already joined the other Society and was not
a memher of ours.
■
5044. Is it a fact that the whole of the members applied to be transferred to thc other Branch which you
had illegally opened there ? They did apply by letter.
5045. And though the room of a Branch Society was close to them, they wore refused tho right, and were
still held to be members of a Branch on this side of the water ? Yes, country members ; they paid less.
5046. Now, as a matter of fact, looking at this as a mere Benefit Society, do you think this was fair?
I 'do.- '
.
5047. To compel members against their wish to belong to thoir own locality ? They already had a
District, a Branch there, and were represented in thc Council by two officers.
5048. There was a Branch which applied for establishment at Lane Cove, where I believe there is no room
they could meet in, and there was a St. Leonards Branch ; was thc Lane Cove Branch properly organized
when they applied to join? We did not know ; we never recognized it.
5049. Was it properly established ? I could not say.
5050. Did they obtain from the governing body a right to open ? Yes, at Lane Cove.
5051. Then they must have been properly organized ? No; as far as we were concerned it was not
thoroughly organized ; they applied to establish a Branch at Lane Cove, but they failed to do that. It
was a move to get the funds into a Branch to be worked by one or two individuals.
5052. If the parties who had the working of the Society allowed the funds, in direct contravention of the
Act, to be placed in one General Fund, do you think that thc Act has been properly administered? I do
not think so, because if the Act directs that the funds should be administered in a certain way and they
are not so administered, it ia not being properly carried out.
5053. You spoke about half-fees at entering. If a Society which charges Id, or '2d more than the
Guild pay, allow, on the first night of opening a new Lodge, the admission of a certain number of
members at half-fees, do you think that can he as detrimental as the rate of contribution? Yes, 1 think
it would he objectionable, for you might induce persons to go in at a certain age when their age is much
older.
5054. But if falsification is to take place, is there anything that will prevent any Society, no matter what
its charges are, from being victimized,? I know, of course, if they make false declarations they are liable
to he expelled at once in onr Society. I think half-fees arc a mistake, as they will prevent a Society’s
funds from meeting the demands.
5055. But how will tbat affect members who are protected otherwise? If they have not got the funds
they cannot find thc money.
5056. 14d. is your scale ? Yes.
5057,

ir#
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5057. Tlien if a Society compels all its members to pay lod.'and allows thirty or forty members to join at
half-fees, which do yon think at thc end of seven years would be in the best position? T am not*- _ , _ *
prepared to say.
_
■ _
l3'Mar.,1382.
505S. Mr. MoldsicprtJi.'] Ton believe thiit opening new Lodges on half initiation fees offers a premium
for fraud? I would not go so far as to say (hat; but where a new Society ia being formed the induce
ment is held out to bring persons in. and in five or ten years thc results are seen.
5059. itfr. jSWV/i.] You nave 1,000 members ? From 800 to 1,000.
5000. You have a fund of £351 14s., representing some 7s. Id. per head ? Yes.
5001. Do you think it possible for a Society to exist under such circumstances? Not unless the receipts
are very heavy, as they arc in the Gfuild.
5062. President.'] You have nothing further to add ? Nothing further to add.

'

John Felix M'Crory sworn and examined:—

5003. President.] What Society do you represent ?

The Hibernian Society,

Mr.

.

5004. How long has that been in existence in New South Wales ? T think about nine years.
5005. What office do you hold ? That of District Secretary at present.
5066. How long have you held that office?

J,F.M'Crory,

About twelve months we were working as a Board of I3Mar'>18®2-

Management and subsequently as a District Board.
5007, Have you previously held any other office ? I went through the inferior offices in my own Branch.
5068. And how long have you been a member? Since about 1876.
5069. How many Lodges liave you in the District ? Nine.
5070. What is tbe total number of members ? About 425 financial members.
5071. What is the total amount of accrued funds for the nine Lodges? Two of them are only in
existence two months—the others for some years.
5072. What is thc total value of the funds and securities ? Well, on thc average for seven Branches it
is £250 each Branch.
5073. You have no return to show the total amount of funds ? No, not with me.
5074i Can you furnish the Commission with a balance-sheet showing this ? Yes.
5075. Will you kindly do so ? Yes, that is, the December returns. 1 bave not the annualreturns, as I
have not seen them ; they send them to the Registrar,
5076. You have not received them ? I have received three.
■
5077. Will you on receipt of them kindly furnish the Commission with them? Yes, as soon as I get
them.
5078. Can you tell the Commission what is the amount of contributions paid by your members ? A
shilling a vveek and a shilling quarterly levy; 7d. goes to the District, and 5d. is retained by each Branch.
The District holds 6d. and sends Id. per member to the head in Melbourne.
5079. It is a sort of per capita tax ? Yes.
5080. And wbat are tbe benefits your members enjoy for the payment of these sums ? On being in a
Lodge six months they get a pound a week sick pay, £20 on the death of the husband, and £12 on tho
death of the wife.
5081. Medical attendance ? Yes, and medicines.
4082. For members and wives ? Yes, and families—all under age.
5083. Where do yon hold your meetings ? The District meetings in St. Benedict’s schoolroom.
5084. And the Branch meetings ? At the various schoolrooms in connection with the Branches.
5085. Then your District embraces the whole Colony ? No, there arc other Branches which are separate,
at Cootarmindra, Wagga, and Albury.
5086. You have no control over these ? No. This is the annual report of tbe Executive in Victoria.
(Beport produced.')

5087. Can you tell me what has been thc cost of management of the Society during the past year ? No,
that I could not.
5088. What has been the cost of management of the District ? I could not say exactly, but I could
supply it hereafter. (Beports of proceedings, March, 8, 1881, August 5 and 9, 1881, and, February 3,
1881,yia# in.)
5089. That is the total value of the District? Yes.
5090. Do you spend as much money as £198 in regalia ? That is the head office.
5091. Tbe Grand Lodge in Melbourne? Yes.
5092. Your Society is not registered under tbe New South Wales Friendly Societies Act ? Yes.
5093. Your rules do not say so ? They have been out of print, and these are the new rules just received
from Melbourne.
5094. Are they the same as these ? There is very little alteration.
5095. Your rules have boon registered ? Yes, the District has been registered; if necessary I can produce
a copy of tbe registration.
5096. Your District is a Branch of the Grand Lodge of Victoria? It is formed by each Branch electing
deputies.
5097. What connection have yon with Victoria ? Only by sending them the quarterage and sending a
delegate to the annual meeting.
5098. That is tho Grand Lodge meeting ? Yes. '
5099. And though your Society is governed by rules of this kind, you say they are registered ? Yes.
5100. Do you believe the Registrar will register rules that have been registered by the Victorian Registrar?
He has done so.
5101. You say they have been submitted for registration ? They bave to be approved by the District.

5102. And then they will be sent to the Registrar ? Yes.
5103. What, position does a member of your Society who is over thirteen weeks in arrears stand in ?
is suspended from benefits.
5104. In case of death ? In that case the claim has always been paid up to twelve months.

He

5105. Or the wife’s death ? 1 could not say about that; we have only had one case to my knowledge.
5100, And if a member is twelve months in arrears ? He is then sent a note by the Secretary, and.if the
money is not paid legal proceedings are sometimes taken.
5107.
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Mr.
5107. Do you eraae his name ? No, I never did so.
J. F.M'Orory. 5108. Have you ever taken proceedings to recover ?

St. Joseph’s Branch did.

13 Uu., 1889. gJJJ; With what result ? They got four or five years’ contributions.
Do you approve of that ? No, I do not.
5111. Do you think it would be better to remove the name of a member ? Tes, that is my opinion.
5112. You prefer that to the course of taking legal proceedings ? Yes.
5113. Could you tell the Commission what is the total amount of money paid on account of funeral
donations during last year and the year before ? I can tell you what was paid by the District, but not
what was paid before.
5114. Does the District pay the funeral donations? Yes, a levy being made of Is. 6d. per quarter and
2s. 6d. as an initiation fee.
5115. What was the amount paid last year by the District ? £60.
5116. That embraces all the Lodges you speak of ? Yes.
'
5117. What amount was paid on account of sick pay during that time ? That I cannot say.
5118. Can you tell me what was paid for medical attendance ? The rate I can.
5119. But I want the total? No, the balance-sheets of the different Branches will toll you that.
5120. Can you tell the gross receipts for the year ? No.
5121. You cannot tell the gross expenditure ? Not from the Branches I cannot.
5122. Will you kindly furnish that to the Commission ? I will furnish the balance-sheets to tho
Commission.
5123. When will you be in a position to furnish the information? By next Monday.
5124. What do you get from the Victorian Society for this capitation payment ? It is only an interchange
of membership—that is all.
5125. They take your members on the same terms and conditions ? Yes.
5126. And for that you pay this capitation allowance ? Yes.
5127. How have you found that to work ? Splendidly ; only yesterday 1 got a note from tile Adelaide
Secretary in reference to a gentleman coming over here, who is placed on the doctor’s and chemist’s list
while here.
5128. Have you ever been a member of any other Society ? Never.
5129. And during the time you have been an office-bearer of the Hibernian Society, have you found the
Friendly Societies Act of New South Wales afford you and the members all the security you believe
members of Friendly Societies should have ? No, I do not think it is rigid enough—it does not give
enough power to officers of Branches.
5130. What powers do you think they ought to possess ? Well, in reference to Treasurers, I do not think
it is rigid enough on Treasurers of Branches—they could almost do as they liked.
5131. Do you take a bond from your Treasurer ? Yes.
5132. Of what amount? £100, and £50 from Secretaries.
5133. Have yon Trustees ? Yes.
5134. And do you take a bond from them ? No.
5135. How are your funds invested ? The balance-sheets of the Branches will tell you how their funds
are invested. The District Funds are not invested, as they have not sufficient to invest at the present
time. The Funeral Fund is £280 19s. lOd. Then we have money owing us by the Executive, which the
Branches sent them as funeral money before we came into existence.
'
5136. And are all tbe subordinate Lodges entitled to funeral donation ? Yes, all sending ns the
quarterage.
5137. And do they all conform to that regulation ? Yes.
5138. The total amount paid is £60 for last year ? Yes.
5139. And do you believe the Society to be in a good financial position ? Yes, I believe it to be in a
flourishing state.
5140. In a position to meet its financial obligations ? Yes.
5141. And well managed ? Yes. The cost of management is very small indeed ; the highest salaries any
of the Branch Secretaries get is £12 a year, and I, as District Secretary, get £15.
5142. Have you had any defalcations ? Yes, we had one last October.
5143. Much ? £22 11s. 4d.; it was a return sent in by Sfc. Benedict’s Branch; tho return came in correct
for March, and in June the Auditors found the Treasurer owed this amount, and he denied it. He refused
to pay, and it was brought before the District Court and referred to arbitration; an appeal was made to
the Supreme Court, and a verdict again given for us.
5144. That is the only defalcation you know of? Yes.
5145. And he has paid the amount ? No, he has called a meeting of his creditors.
5146. What method have you of dealing with matters of dispute in your Lodges ? If a dispute arises it
is referred to a judicial Committee, and if their decision is unsatisfactory it is referred to the District
officers, and then it can go to the quarterly meeting, and to the annual meeting, and to the Executive
Directory, and then to the annual meeting of tho Grand Lodge.
5147. And how do you find that work ? Very well; by the new rules the officers of the Branch will try
the matter first; there is a deposit of 10s.
5148. That is a guarantee that it is not a frivolous ease ? Yes, and if it is found so it is forfeited to the
credit of the Branch Fund.
5149. What amount do you pay your medical man ? 4s. a quarter, and 2s. to the chemist; that is, for the
city Branches; Petersham and Burwood, 6s. Gd. for medical attendance and medicine; St. Benedict’s
3s. 6d. medical attendance, Is. 6d. medicine; Sacred Heart, 4s. medical attendance, and 2s. medicine.
5150. Is there anything you could suggest to the Commission that you think might be of service in any
future legislation ? Well, there are a few things, but I am not prepared just now to explain them, but
will do so at the next meeting.
5151. Mr. llubie.] You say you pay 6d. to the management ? 7d.—that is per quarter; 6d. goes to tho
District, and Id. to Melbourne.
5152. But what are the expenses of the District? Salaries, and all incidental expenses.
5163. And 6d. a quarter pays that? Yes.
5154. Mr. Newland.] I see in rule 2 the place of busiuess is named as 170, Clarendon-street, Emerald
Hill ? That is the place of business of tho Grand Lodge or Executive Directory.

5155.
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5155. Mr. Blade.'] Could you tell ua what ia the cost ot regalia ? A set of Branch officers’ £11 3s.;
AVardeu and Guardian, £2 2s. 6d.; members’ collars, from Ids. 6d. to £1 10s. each. Of course it is not
compulsory for a member to buy that regalia.
5156. Row much does a set of District regalia cost ? £12 12s. for four officers.
_
_
_
5157. All this, except members’ regalia, is compulsory ? Tbe Branch regalia and District regalia are

‘

^
jjar>( jgg2i

compulsory.
*
_
5158. And the only option is with members’ individual regalia ? Tes.
5159. Does this come from any special fund, or out of the general management expense ?' Prom the
funds of the Society,
_
_
5160. Could you give thc Commission an idea of the cost of opening a Branch in other respects ? Tho
opening of St. Mary’s Branch at Burwood cost 17s. 6d.
_
■
5161. And what would be the value of boohs ? A set of Branch hooks is £2 10s.
5162. What other expenses are there necessary ? Doctor’s inquiry fees and general forms. _
5163. What is the cost of the stationery ? Between £6 and £7, including books and everything.
5161. Af?-. Gelding.] Have you a Widow and Orphan Bund ? Ho.
5165. Who pays the delegates’ expenses to Melbourne and hack? The District.
5166. In Sydney ? Tes, those of its own delegate.
5167. Tou say you pay a capita tax of Id. per head for having reciprocity of clearances ? Tes.
51GS. Have you not clearances come from Melbourne here ? Tea.
5169. Should not you have a capita tax from them also then ? No, because we have Districts in Mel
bourne. It is that penny which keeps up the Grand Lodge; and the Districts in Melbourne have to pay
it as well as us.
.
■
5170. Do you think it is right, considering that each Colony lias its separate government, that a Society
in New South Wales should he under the government of a Society in Victoria ? It is not so—the govern
ment is here.
_
5171. How can that be, considering you have rules from there, and pay a capita tax? No, we have a
voice just as much as others.
5172. Are yon not of opinion that your Society would be better managed if you had the Executive ill
your own hands than in being connected with Victoria? I am.
5173. There is an entry here “ Loan to Incidental Eund, £109 16s. Id.,” from the Euneral Fund; what
is that for ? It was money held in trust by the Executive Directory on behalf of the Orange and
Bathurst Branches, and when we wrote at different times they would not give it us, but they took it out
in regalia.
5174. Have you to apply to Victoria for dispensations to open Branch Lodges in New South Wales P Tes.
5175. And unless your rules are agreeable to the Melbourne Branch I presume they would not sanction
them ? If we want to propose a new rule here, we have first to submit it to Melbourne before submit
ting it to tho Registrar here.
5176. I see there is a slight item over £4 per memher; do you think that represents solvency on the part
of the Society ? My opinion is that it is perfectly sound,
5177. Have you had many members die during the last year or two ? Only £60 has been paid away.
5178. Does your Society consist of many aged members ? I do not think so ; all the old ones seem to
have gone off the hooks; it is mainly composed of young members now,
5179. Mr. Slqde.] Can you give us information as to the amount of money spent in testimonials to
deserving ofiGcers according to rule 30 ? It comes out of tho members’ pockets, and not out of the funds
of the Lodge.
The Commission then adjourned until Friday, 17 March.

FRIDAY,

17

MARCH,

1882.

Jlrcerni:—

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.TVI.G., M.P., President.
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
P. R. HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLET, Esq..

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

The witnesses summoned for attendance did not answer to their names.
The Commission adjourned until Monday, 20 March.

MONDAY, 20 MARCH, 1882.
Iteornt:—

JOHN DAVIES,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

C.M.G., M.P.,

Esq.,

j
]

President.

JAMES F. SMITH. Esq.,
P. R, HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
ML E. LA.NGLET, Esq.

The examination of Mr. J. F. M’Crory was resumed:—
5180. President.] Have you the balance-sheets ? As far as I could get them. (Reports produced.')
Mr.
5181. What have you got ? For twelve months, from six Branches.
J.P.M'Crory.
5182. These are quarterly returns ? These are quarterly.
5183. Have you any annual returns ? No; the December balance-sheet is there, showing the capital of.
Mar., 1SS2.
each Branch.
■
5184. What was the number of members in the St. Thomas, Petersham, Lodge, on 31 December last ?
Forty-three.
5185. 'What was the total value of the funds ? £89 2s. 5d.
■
5186.
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J F iTOrorv
^ow ^onS
Tjodge been in existence ? Between three and four years.
■
f,
' 5187. "What amount "was paid for funeral donation ? N'othing from the Branch ; the District paid nothing
■ ' ■ —on account of the Branch.
20Mar., 1882. gpsg, ^\rhat has been paid on account of sick pay ? £13 11s.
5189. What has been paid on account of medical attendance and medicines ? £53 12s.
5190. What were the total receipts for the year from all sources ? £107 17s 6d.
5191. What is the average age of the members ? Well, the oldest member in the Lodge is about thirtysix, and the youngest eighteen.
5192. That would make a good average in favour of the Lodge P Tes.
5193. Tou consider the Lodge well managed ? Tes.
5191. Do you consider that Lodge in particular on a good financial basis? Tes, I do.
.
5195. In a position to meet all its obligations ? Yes.
■
5196. What is the next Lodge ? St. Joseph’s, Orange,
5197. What is the number of members? Eighty-three at the present time.
5198. What is the total value of funds ? £371 Os. Id.
■
5199. What has been paid during the year on account of sick pay ? £58 Is. 8d.
5200. What has been paid on account of management? £50 3s."8d.
,
5201. What has been paid on account of funeral donations ? The District has paid it.
■
5202. What wore the total receipts ? £237 9s. lid.
5203. How long has the Lodge been in existence ? Since 1878.
1
5201. What proportion of old members have you in that Lodge? That I could not tell you, except by
hearsay that they are between twenty and forty.
5205. Have you any one over forty ? I do not think so, but could not be sure.
5206. Wbat is the next Lodge ? St. Benedict’s, Parramatta-street.
5207. How old is that Lodge ? 1 think it was opened in 1876.
. 15208. How many members has it now ? 108.
.
5209. What is the total value of its funds ? £161 2s. 5d.
5210. What has been paid during last year for sick pay ? £60 3s. Id.
5211. What has been paid for medical attendance and medicine ? £106 4«.lid.
5212. What has been paid on account of management? £53 16s. lid.
5213. What is the total income ? £362 5s. 8d.
5214. What proportion has been paid to the Euneral Fund from the Lodge? is. 6d. per quarter for the
number of members.
5215. I sec in the balance-sheet “ Proceeds from demonstration on St. Patrick’s Day”; does that go into
the General E’und? Into the Incidental Fund.
“
5216. And if there is a loss how is it mot P By subscriptions.
6217. Hot from this fund P Ho ; but they have had a reserve in the Bank to meet that for several years.
5218. How in reference to Sacred Heart, iiow old is it ? Since 1875.
5219. What is the total number of members ? Hinety-ouc.
5220. What is tho total value of funds ? £234 5s.
" •
5221. What amount has been paid on account of sick pay during the year? I only have the balancesheets for three quarters ; for them, £38 10s.
‘
5222. What has been the cost of management during these three quarters ? £38 10s. 3d.
5223. What has been paid ou account of medical attendance and medicines? £82 17s.
5221. What is the total revenue for the three quarters ? £228 11s. lOd.
5225. And you consider this Lodge a well-managed one ? Yes, it is tho Lodge I belong to myself.
5226. Wbat has been the increase per quarter of funds ? It has decreased from September to December
by £10.
•
1
^
o227. Then we come to St. Michael and St. John’s Branch : how old is it? 1 could not say for certain.
I bave only three quarters’ returns for this Lodge.
5228. Is it an old Lodge ? Ho, a new Lodge.
.
5229. Where is it located ? Bathurst; it must be since 1878.
5230. What is the total number of members ? Fifty-seven.
5231. The total value of its funds ? £114 11s. 6d. *
5232. The cost of management during three quarters ? £11 llg. 9d.
5233. What has been paid on account of medical attendance and medicine during the throe quarters ?
Only £13 ; they have dispensed with a doctor for six months.
5234. What has been tbe total income during these quarters ? £81 9s. lOd.
5235. What has been the improved value of funds each quarter ? Thc capitaltheyhad. lastyear was
£112 10s. 10d., and this year it is £114 11s. 6d.
5236. The next return is St. Joseph’s ; what is the age of that Lodge ? It came into existence about 1874.
I am a balance-sheet short of this Lodge.
5237. What is the number of members ? Eighty-four in September last.
5238. What is the total value of funds ? £12119s, 7d. at that date in September. The previous year it
was £133 14s.
^
5239. That is a decrease of £8 on the year? Tes.
5210. What have been the expenses on account of management during the three quarters you have there ?
£21 6s. 6d.
5241. What was tho total revenue for these quarters ? £211 19s. lid,
5242. And you are of opinion that this Lodge, as well as the others, is in a good sound financial position,
well-managed, and with economy ? Tes, as far as I know.
’
5243. And that the amount of contribution paid by members hi the several Lodges is sufficient to insure
. j..
. ’. i paymeut to the individual members of each Lodge of the funeral donation, sick pay, and other endowments ?
.
--v
Ho, I do not; 1 think it is too low.
* - ■ - - ' 5244. What do you think would be a fair contribution ? I f.hiuk thc contribution of eveiy Society should
not be less than 15d. a week.
5245. Would you bo in favour of a new Act providing for a uniform rato of contribution from all
members ? ^Yes ; for all Societies not to ho less than 1 s. 3d., because with the manner iu which some Lodges
pay their officers they cannot live by it except by making levies ou tbe members.
°

5246,
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524G. Have you any suggestions to make that might be o£ service—that might be embodied in any futurer _
"
legislation? _ Ko, I do not think I conlcl assist you in any way
,
J.i.M Crory,
f)247. Mr. Smitft.'] Kas it occurred to you that these balance-sheets show that these individual Lodges
have been losing money on each years transactions? That is on account of them never before being
under a District and sending m their funeral money ; and in addition to that there has been a levy.
5248. And if yon bad not made a levy they would present a worse condition ? Jfoj they would make a
better one, as tbe District has taken the money from the Lodges. They took it away from the strong
Lodges to help the weak ones, for the Funeral Fund.
5249. Was the levy of a uniform character ? Tes, 10s: per financial member.
,
5250. And that levy was taken from the funds of each subordinate Lodge ? Tes, after its amalgamation
with the District.
'
5251. St. Benedict's Branch is the oldest you have in thc Colony ? iNo; St. Patrick’s is the oldest.
5252. But that is not in thc district ? Jfo; Sfc. Joseph’s is the oldest in the district.
5253. Where is it situated ? St. Patrick’s Hall.
5254. The whole of these returns as placed in show an average per member of £3 5s. ? Some of, the
returns are incomplete. Tou have not tho balance-sheets except for throe quarters for two Lodges.
’
5255. And from your knowledge and experience you think that the average sum of £3 5s. per member is
a good financial position ? I do at the present time, because you do not reckon in the capital of thc
District in that; we bave money belonging to the Branches for the Funeral Fund.
5256. Mr. Langley.] Are you acquainted with the Friendly Societies jAct? Only as it deals with myself
as an officer.
'
6257. Have you studied the Act? Ho, 1 have not.
5258. Do you think it is fair to members of Friendly Societies to be constantly recurring to levies which
they know nothing about before they enter ? Ho, 1 consider it a piece of injustice,
5259. Mr. Licwland.] Could you bjr statistics form any average of mortality of members who are exposed
to the influences of the weather or not? Ho, I could not, because 1 have not the death-rate in my hands ;
but J will write down to the head office and see if I can get the information.
*
5260. That is, in-door and out-door occupations ? I will try and get it for you.
5261. Mr. Slade.] I see in one of those balance-sheets a donation to Dean Leonard, of the Sacred Heart,;
is he a member of the Sockdy? No, he is not; it was taken from a balance left on account of a demon
stration whicli belonged to the Society, and was held as a reserve for the purpose.
5262. Then the donation was from that fund ? Yes, from that.
5263. Mr. Gelding.] J see in your balance-sheets that tbe Management Expense Fund has gone back in a
good many of thc Lodges ; have the District officers taken steps to insist on the Lodges remedying that
evil ? Yes, they were written to.
5264. How do you account for the extra expense ? I account for it by neglectful Secretaries not doing
their work and getting other members to do the work.
^
5265. Tou do not consider the smallness of the contribution money 1ms anything to do with it ? No.
5266. President.] You have nothing further to say to the Commission ? No ; I will call a meeting of the
District officers.
5267. Will you forward the balance of these returns to us ? When I receive them,
5268. Will you furnish the Commission with an abstract of eacli Of these Branches for the last twelve
months ? Tes.

James .Robert M’Keown sworn and examined :—
5269. President^] What Society do you represent ? St. Patrick's Branch of the Hibernian Australian
M. 3. R.
Catholic Benefit Society.
M'Keown.
5270. What office do you hold ? Secretary.
-n
5271. How long have you held office ? Nearly two years.
■
£0 Mar,, 1882.
5272. How long have you been a member ? About eight years.
5273. Have you held any other office P Treasurer for four and a half years.
5274. Tour Society is not under any District ? No, except the Executive Directory in Melbourne.
5275. Not under the Sydney District ? No.
5276. No connection ? No.
5277. What is the total number of members ? Sixtv-eight financial; twenty-five nnfinancial.
5278. Can you tell the number of members twelve months before that? Seventy-sevengood on the
books, and nine unfinancial.
5279. Then yon have been decreasing ? Tes, a little.
5280. What is the total value of your funds at present ? £509 6s. 3d.
5281. And in 1880 ? £433 16s. 2d.
5282. What is thc amount of money paid by the Society during last year on account of sick pay ?
<£63 5s,
5283. And what during 1880 ? £162 7s. 6d.
5284. What has been paid on account of doctor and medicine ? Medical attendance, £53 9s, Gd.; and
medicine, £32 15s. 6d.
5285. And what during 1880 ? Medical attendance, £94 9s. 9d.; medicine, £37 6s.
5286. What was the cost of management last year ? £35 13s. 2d.
5287. The previous yenr ? £41 Is. 3d.
5288. What were the total receipts last year? £290 13s. 3d.
5289. What was the total income during 1880 ? £287 5s.
5290. What is the amount of contributions paid by your members P A shilling a week.
5291. A uniform contribution P Yes.
’
5292. And the initiation fees—are they uniform ? Yes, according to age.
5293. That is a graduated scale ? Yes.
5294. Have you many aged members in your Society ? No, not many.
5295. What is the oldest, ? I could not tell you without thc book.
5296. Have you many over fifty ? About ten I should tliiiik.
5297.
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5297. Many young members ? Tes, a good number.
5298. Tou have no idea what the average ages would he ? I could not tell you from memory.
20 Mar., 1882.^; How old is the Society ? It was registered in 1868.
Has it at any time had a larger number of members than, now ? Tes, I believe it has; it has been
up to 110 I think.
5301. Have you found any inconvenience in the working of yonr Society arising from the Triendly
Societies Act ? Ho, not the slightest; we have always been the first to have the annual returns iu, and
I believe they liave always been satisfactory.
.
5302. How do you invest your funds f In the Savings Bank.
5303. Have you Trustees ? Tes.
5304. How do you settle matters of dispute arising ? "We have a Judicial Committee consisting of fifteen
members, who are elected annually.
■
5305. And how does that work, does it give satisfaction ? Tes, we have only had occasion to have one
Committee sit, and that was on a memher who was working and receiving sick pay.
5306. Do you believe a shilling a week is enough to insure the benefits your Society offers ? I think so ;
we have never had occasion to have any levies,
5307. Mr. Gelding^] What benefits do you give ? Sick pay, 20s. a week ; funeral, £20.
5308. Any Widow and Orphan Fund ? Ho, but there is £10 on tbe death of a member’s wife.
5309. Do you allow your members any benefits in accouchement cases? Ho, just exactly what the doctor
charges—a guinea—and that is paid by the member.
5310. How does your Lodge work with members who may leave the district and go up country ? Wo give
them a clearance that they can throw into any Lodge they wish. We are simply not under the District,
but under the Executive Directory in Melbourne.
5311. And you think that Is. a week is sufficient to insure all these benefits ? Tes, I think so.
5312. Has it not occurred to you that the large average you possess is due to so many members going out
of compliance ? Tes.
■
5313. And if all yonr members were to keep financial, do you think Is. a week would keep you going ?
Tes, because our mortality is so small.
5314. What is the reason so many members leave your Society; can you explain ? I cannot; it is a
certain amount of carelessness amongst the Irish that there is not amongst others ; I find I have great
work to keep them up to the mark.
5315. How long does a memher cease paying contributions before becoming unfinancial? Fourteen
weeks.
5316. And do you issue notices ? Tes, every ten weeks.
5317. And does he have to pay for that ? Yes, 2d.
5318. Have you ever studied the Friendly Societies Act ? I have not given it the consideration I ought
to have done, but I have noticed a few clauses in it—those relating to the annual returns.
5319. Do yon believe the present annual returns are as perfect as they should be, to give all the
particulars required to show the status of Societies ? I think so ; I fancy all the information possible is
given in these returns.
5320. Do not you think that if the returns made you show the ages of members entering and tbe ages of
those that died it would be an improvement, so as to allow tbe ^Registrar to compile proper statistics ?
Tes, perhaps it would; of course we always guard against old members coming in.
5321. To what age do you accept members ? Forty,
5322. Do you accept them over that by clearance ? Oh yes.
5323. Have you any limit to clearance members ? Ho..
5324. Are your troubles settled merely by your own Lodge ? Tes.
5325. In the event of that not answering, what other course is there ? He can appeal to tho Executive
Directory in Melbourne.
5326. Have you ever considered the advisability of having a Board of Arbitrators from tbe various
Friendly Societies to settle all the differences of members who may feel aggrieved ? I think it would
answer very well, because there are times when members think a great injustice is done them, and if there
was anything of tliis sort an appeal could be made satisfactory.
5327. Have you ever had any cases of members going to law ? Tes, we had one.
5328. I suppose you have given the question of Friendly Societies a good deal of consideration ? Tes,
5329. Do you not think, considering their importance to the State, that they should not be compelled to
pay for registering their rules ? Certainly.
5330. Tou believe it is unjust to make them pay ? I do.
5331. Do you think it would be advisable that the Government should appoint a. permanent Registrar,
who should have the sole control and overlooking of Friendly Societies’ matters ? Tes, I do.
5332. Are you in favour of a sliding scale of contributions ? Tes, I am.
5333. Tou think it would work well here ? Tes.
5334. Tou do not think there would he any difficulty ? I do not think so.
5335. Tou think that these things are merely matters of pounds, shillings, and pence—that it is a hardship
that a young man should pay as much as an old man ? Yes.
5336. And you think a sliding scale would be the best system ? Tes, I do.
5337. I presume you are aware of a good many Lodges having a levy system? Tes.
5338. What is your opinion of making members pay levies in addition to weekly contributions ? I think
it is an injustice, and it is owing to a great extent to bad management. Since the fonnatiou of our
Society we have never had a single levy.
5339. Tou believe a member should bave a fair list of charges put before him when he joins, and tbat lie
should not be compelled to supplement them ? That is my opinion,
5340. Are you aware that these levies are considered to be the chief safety-valve of many Societies in
existence ? Tes.
5341. And that -without them they could not exist? I think tbat is owing to bad management.
5342. I dare say you bave seen placards about tbe streets offering half-fees to members joining a Society ;
would you give your opinion of that? I think it is out of rule that these things should be allowed.
5343. Tou believe tbat every member joining a Society should start on an equal basis ? Tes, 1 do.
5344. What capita tax docs your Lodge pay the Executive in Melbourne ? 3d. per quarter per member.
5345.
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5345. And what are the benefits you derive from transmitting that amount of money ? It is simply to Mr. J. H,
keep up the connection and espenses of postage; we get this amount from each member in addition to the M'Keown.
Is. a week that we claim for his benefits.
20Mmw1882.
5346. The member know-s that when he joins ? Yes.
5347. Is this connection between your liranch and Melbourne necessary? Oh yes,
5348. Could it not be done without you having to support that body down there ? I do not know how we
could do it, because if tve arc not in compliance we receive no information.
5349. .Are you aware that some of the largest Societies in this Colony connected with great Societies
in Great Britain receive all the documents; but pay no money towards the government ? I was not
awnre of it.
■
'
5350. Mr. Slade.} 1 understood you to say your number of members is sixty-eight ? Sixty-eight financial.
5351. And you said thc management was j£41 ? hlo, £35 13s. 2d.
5352. And the previous year there were how many members ? Seventy-seven,
5353. And £-41 was the expenditure ? Yes.
5354. Tliis Is. a week comprises the whole demand you make on your members ? Yes.
6355. Thc levies spoken of—are they taken from that ? No, they pay 4s. quarterage, which goes to
Melbourne.
•
"
5356. Then a member pays 5Gs. annually? Yes.
5357. That representing nearly 20 per cent, of your income, do you not think it large for the management
of a Society ? No, I do not, considering we have the rent of room, Secretary’s salary, &c.
5358. Are you in favour of suing for arrears ? No, I am not; I think it is very hard for the bailiffs to be
put into a man’s place because be cannot keep up bis contributions.
^
5359. If any future legislation continued the right to sue for arrears, would you limit it to a year’s sub
scription ? Yes, because thc Society is liable for his funeral money up to that time.
5361). In addition to the statement made to Mr. Gelding that the Friendly Societies Act seems to bo
incorrect, have you any other fault to "find wfith the present Act ? No.
5361. Is there any case in which the Act has acted prejudicially to the interests of your Society ? No.
5362. Then the Act serves the purpose for which it was made ? Yes, so far as I know'.
5363. Do you find the matter oi returns tedious or beyond the capabilities of your Secretaries to make
out? No.
'
5364. Do you think if they wore still more elaborate they would be within the capabilities of vour Secre
taries ? Yes, I do,
"
5365. Have you anything like a Tension Fund for aged or permanently disabled members in your Society ?
No.
5366. "Would you recommend the establishment of such a fund ? I would.
5367. Y ou consider it would he a relief to Societies ? Yes.
5368. Have you ever noticed what members are thc moat liable to sickness in yonr Society ? No, I have
never given it any consideration.
5369. Have you ever taken any notice of the ages most fatal in your Society? Generally those overforty,
from forty to forty-five.
"
5370. Does experience show that when members pass forty-five they run to a fair age? Yes, generally.
5371. Mr. N'ewland.} I see in your preface you state there is nothing of a secret nature, neither signs nor
passwords being used, and that meetings arc open to the members : is that so ? Yes.
'
5372. How do you reconcile that with clause 11 of rule 105, where it says that any member making
known the discussions of a Branch shall come under judicial tribunals ? I know for a fact that any one
could come into a meeting of a Branch ; that is put in for members ridiculing the business of the Branch ;
there must be some business in which it would be necessary to keep matters secret.
5373. I see that if a member’s wife deserts or does anything wrong she is not allowed any funeral
donation; would it, if she became of another faith, be bringing disgrace upon tbe Society ? Oh no.
5374. Mr. Langley.} Have you seen thc Victorian returns sent in to the Eegistrar? No.
5375. With regard to sick pay, have you studied thc question as to between what ages you have most
claims for sick pay; amongst the young, middle-aged, or older members ? Amongst the middle-aged, from
thirty to forty.
5376. Then I presume in any graduated scalo of contributions you would take your experience as the basis
of contribution ? Yes, I would.
'
x
5377. Then how would yon overcome this difficulty in any graduated scale—because it could not go on the
question of mere age ? Those members between thirty and forty should pay something extra.
5378. Then you think members between thirty and forty should pay something more than those at fortyfour and forty-five ? Yes, according to my experience.
.
”
5379. Do you think it makes as much difference to a Society as to what its entrance fees are, as compared
with thc rate of contribution ? No, I do not.
.
5380. Then, after all, it is your opinion that the contributions and not the rate of initiation is the main
stay of a Society ? Yes.
5381. Mr, Smithl} You have had some cases in the Courts ? Yes, at one time we had a number of
cases.
5382. What are the circumstances which brought about the fact of your members going to law ? Through
their being in arrears of payment.
b
5383. Then you summoned a number of them for these arrears ? Yes.
5384. Have you had any disputes ? The Judicial Committee settle them.
6385. But have any of them gone beyond that? No, we have onlv had one occasion in which the Judicial
Committee------5386. Could you furnish the Commission with the reports of your Society for the last twelve months ?
Yes.
■
5387. In addition to filling np the return, will you give us a copy of the balance-sheet for the last twelve
months? Yos.
.
5388. And will you supply the average age of the members now, and the ages of those who have died
during the five years ? I will try to do so.
5389. Mr. Gelding] What is the Secretary’s salary? £6 5s. quarterly.
5390. Does the Treasurer receive anything ? £1 Is. a ouarter
. 5391.
486—X
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5391. Any other paid officers ? No.
_
_
5392. Would you he in favour, before Societies are started, of having their affairs submitted to actuaries
and to abide by the result ? Tes.
The Commission then adjourned until Priday, 24th March.

FRIDAY,

24 MARCS, 1882.

.

—

JOHN DAVIES, Esq.,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

M.P., Pkesedent.
j

.

|

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. R. HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
E. J. RTTBIE, Esq.,

W. E. LANGLET, Esq.
Mr. Thomas Cowlishaw sworn and examined:—
Mr. T.
5393. President.] Tou are a member of the Australian Union Benefit Society?
Cowlishaw. 5394. How long have you been a member ? About twenty years.
5395. What office do you hold ■? President.

24 Mar., 1882.

Tes.

%, How long have you held that office ? Six years.

53

5397. Have you previously held any other office? I was Secretary for some time.
5398. For how long? Eor twelve years I think—about that time.
5399. Is there any Branch connected with your Society ? No.
■
5400. Was there at any time ? Never.
5401. What is the largest number of members you have had at any time ?
Between 260 and 270; 263
we have at present; but whether we have had a few more than that I am not quite certain.
5402. How many years has the Society been in existence ? Eorty-eight years.
5403. Then it is one of the oldest Societies in New South Wales? One of the oldest.
5404. What is the amount of monetary contributions paid by your members ? 3s. a month.
5405. A uniform contribution ? Tes.
5406. Has that always been the case ? Tes, always 3s.
•
5407. Never been more ? No.
. 5408. What benefits do you give your members?
A guinea sick allowance, and from £7 10s. to £40
burial fees; and members’ wives half that amount.
5409. Then you have a graduated system of payment of funeral donation? Tes, according to the number
of years; those twenty-one years members are entitled to £40.
5410. Medical attendance you also provide ? Tes, for members’ wives and families; and medicines.
_
5411. What amount have yon paid during the past year on account of funeral donations?
Burial
allowance, £165.
5412. On how many deaths? Five members and onC member’s wife.
5413. What amount did you pay on account of sick pay ? £195 13s.
5414. What on account of doctors and medicine? £262, including doctor and chemist.
5415. And what was the cost of management last year? £47 8a.
5416. What is included in that ? That includes everything in management; Secretary’s salary, rent,
Treasurer’s expenses, postage, stationery, and printing. It comes to about 71- per cent, on our income
on money received.
5417. How are your funds invested ? They are invested in mortgage, £2,450; Savings Bank, £439 13s.;
Treasurer, £23 3s. lOd.
5418. What is the total value of the funds ? £2,912 16s. lOd.
,
5419. What was the total income last year from all sources ? £668 Os. 3d.
5420. What was the total expenditure for all purposes ? £670 Is. 6d.
5421. There was a loss on the year then ? Tes, of £2.
.
5422. What would be the average ages of the members of your Society ? Well, I should say about half
our members were over forty, and tbe other half under.
_
5423. Would they average thirty-six years-? Tes, I dare say they would, thirty-five or thirty-six.
5424. Some of them arc very old ?
There are very few now ; there are no original members, but there
are half-a-dozen or so members of long standing.
5425. But yon think the average would be thirty-five or thirty-six ? I should think that would be about
the average.
5426. Have you found any inconvenience arising from the Friendly Societies Act ? No.
5427. Has it afforded all the aid and help you think the members of your Society arc entitled to ? Wo
have never had any experience to require its operations to come in ; I do not know that we have had any
matters of dispute.
5428. How do you settle matters of dispute ? By Committee.
5429. And has there been any appeal beyond that ? I do not remember any.
5430. Have you a uniform rate for admission or a graduated scale ? Dp to thirty, 20s.; above thirty up
to thirty-five, 40s.; we do not admit over thirty-five.
5431. Do many members become unfinancial in tbe Society ? No, very few; last year we lost seven, and
that might be about the average, or from five to ten.
5422. And how many were admitted last year ? Thirteen.
5433. And you regard the Society iu a sound financial position ?
Quite so ; last year was a very heavy
year in sickness, and the year before was an exceptionally heavy year, which has thrown our Society- back;
but except these two years our Society has been one steady increase right through; though there might
be another instance of the same sort in its past history.
5434. And have your funds accumulated from contributions and the general revenues proper of the
Society ? Tes.
5435. Not from speculation or any other source ? No, we do not go in for picnics.
5436,
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5436. Then you are of opinion that 3s. per month from members is sufficient to insure all the benefits
Cowlishaw.
your Society offers to its members ? "We have a scale when the funds get down, too low of decreasing tho
payments under thc rules ; but under our rules X think it is quite sufficient.
.
24 Mar., 1882,
5437. You believe that this amount will insure payment to your members of a graduated sum in case ot
death from £7 to £40 ? With proper management.
j -l
• o t j
5438. And tbe payment of a guinea a week to sick members and medical attendance and chemist r 1 do;
I do not know, perhaps in the first instance we did not supply medicines to families.
5439. But you say it has always been that? Yes.
5440. Never been a higher sum ? No.
5441. That is the uniform rate ?' Yes.
_
,
5442. Have you any suggestions to make that might be of service, that could be embodied in any fresh
legislation that might be necessary ? Well, I do not know that I could make any suggestions, as we have
never met with any difficulties—we have never had any trouble,
6443. You make out the returns I suppose ? Yes, I believe so.
__
5444. And you regard yonr Society as in a thoroughly solvent position ?

Quite so ; we have about £11

a member, and tbat ought to meet tbe liabilities.
i j
o
5445. Have you bave ever had any defalcations in the Society by any of the officers to your knowledge ?
No, not to my knowledge—never since I have been connected with it.
■
u
■
o
5446. And you have never known a Society to be in a position not to meets its financial obligations ?
Never,
.
n -ni
i i
5447. Mr. Smith.] Ho you know anything of the early history of the Society ? Yes, they had some
difficulty when they commenced; that, I believe, was the public-house difficulty.
^
jot
5448. Is it a fact that no benefits were given for a number of years after it was inaugurated ? I may
say that is not afact.
_
5449. Then benefits were given ? Yes.
5450. But to a very limited extent ? I could have told you how much had I known of the questions I
should be asked.
■
.
5451. Tho operations of the Society at an early age were confined to the city of Sydney, were they notr
I do not think there were many people outside the city then.
_
_
5452. Do you supply medicine and medical attendance to members outside the city now ? Yes, if they like
to come for them.
,
5453. Do you supply them? Yes, we do within 2 miles, or we supply them no matter how tar it they
like to come in, but the doctor is not bound to go beyond 2 miles.
_
5454. Then in the absence of papers in connection with the early history of the Society, you are not able
to give an opinion as to what they received ? They received whatever the amount was according to rule,
5455. I think you told the President that that rule was relaxed ? I did not say so.
.
5456. Can you supply the Commission with the original copies of the laws governing your Society? No;
these are the only copies of laws governing it that are in existence. {Copy put in)
_
5457. Mr. Abigail) Can you give us any particular reason for the accumulation of this large fund out of
such small contributions P It has been a gradual increase from year to year.
5458. Do the members of your Society as a rule take tbe full benefits guaranteed to them by the rules r
That is a question it is impossible for me to answer; if I was sick I would not put myself on the funds ;
but tbe exceptions are so small that I do not think it would make any difference.
_
5459. I find that last year your expenditure exceeded your income by £2; can you tell me how the receipts
and expenditure for 1880 came in P 18801 said was a very bad year.
5460. Then you must have lost more than £2 ? We lost £120.
i
5461. Did you make any money in 1879 ? Yes ; I may say for the last five years we are £30 deficient,
that being nearly all in 1880.
.
5462. Do you make any levies ? No levies.
5463. Under no circumstances ? Not unless the funds get very low.
5464. What is tbe general character of your members; are not a great number of them shop-keepers and
business people ? I do not think so.
_
5465. I see tbat forty-one during the last five years bave left the Society for reasons other than death ; I
do not imagine you could give us the length of membership of these members, could you ? No, you
might take them as ordinary average members, not new members.
5466. What would you consider the average length of membership ? I should say about ten to fifteen
years.
,
,
5467. Then we will say they were members of ten years’ standing when they left; did they receive any
refund in any way ? No.
_
5468. So that the Society absolutely got the benefit of thoir payments ? They might have been a loss to
the Society; very often these members have been a great loss to the Society, .
_
5469. Then I see that under the head of defaulting members you have 166 in arrearsnow that 166 is
, not included in the 255 returned as financial ? It depends on what you call arrears; if a man owes a
month it is arrears, but the real sense is when a man is finable.
_
5470. Can you tell us if any of these 166 members returned as being in arrears are included in the 255
returned as financial; I want to know the total number of members who have a claim on thc Society ?
263 members have a claim of some sort or other.
_
5471. I want to know if these 3 66 members in arrears from one to six months have a claim on the funds ?
Of course ; they are a part of the 203 members ; thc 263 are the whole of our members.
5472. How much per head do you reckon tho medical attendance costs ? 20s. a year.
5473. That includes medicines ? Yes.
_ _
_
5474. You have had no necessity to make any reference to the Act to see whether it is satisfactory or
not? No, we have had no necessity or trouble whatever.
_ _
5475. Have you made any calculation to know at what rate the liabilities accrue to members of these
Societies per year, that is, the contingent liability ? No, I have not.
_ _
5476. As the members get old, I suppose you think the liability becomes greater on Societies ? No doubt
about it.
...
5477. And a Society not malting some advancement is not reasonably preparing for the evil coming upon
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Well, cousidering the position we arc in, I should say if we did not advance for another ten or
^^ecn vears the same as the last five, we would be justified in giving all wc have been giving, as it would
be nothing out of the funds, only being £100 in fifteen years.
' 5478. But if you had not this large surplus would you still consider the same thing, in view of the Society
having gone back during the last five years ? You want to know if 263 members started now whether
they could receive the same benefits ; 1 do not think they could.
5479. Mr. Oreville,~] Of the Societies into which we have examined, yours fixes the smallest contribution
from the members, and yet it has an accumulated fund largelyhn excess of thc average : can you assist
the Commission in.arriving at a conclusion as to how that state of affairs has beon brought about? Well,
I believe it is a great deal in the management of tlie Society with the rules that wo have; there is a good
deal in management and care in not admitting members that are likely to go on the funds. Of course wc
do get caught sometimes with all our care.
54S0. But in your opinion, has that extreme care that malingering members shall not he put on the sick
list ever been a hardship ? 1 do not know that we ever excluded a memher entitled to go on the funds
from doing so.
5481. Have yon rejected applications ? I do not think'so.
5482. Has particular care been exhibited in the management of the funds to cause this state of affairs?
Wo have always invested our funds pretty well; we have never been unfortunate enough to lose any
money by investments. We go in for mortgages, for which we get from G to 8 per cent, according to the
market.
5483. Does it arise in any way from your Society having ou its books in past years a number of members
who never claimed the privileges of the Society ? There has never been a member but has claimed tho
principal privilege, that is, the death allowance.
5484. But is it not a fact that when the Society was formed, and for many years afterwards, there were a
number of men in good circumstances who did not require sick pay, and never claimed it ? When the
Society was formed, I believe every member of it required tbe assistance of the Society. Of course I am
not speaking from personal knowledge now. We have now a number of men like myself—perhaps there
are twenty-five—who would not claim the sick allowance.
_
5485. Then you cannot explain to mo lio-w this state of things has arisen ? Ho, I could not, unless it is
the way in which it is managed.
5486. Mr. Holdstoorth.'] Under the head of I! Management,” I riresume there is an income of the year?
Yes, £6GS Os. 3d.
5487. Your numbers were 2G3, subscriptions 3s. per month or 36s. a year; tbat comes to £483; the
difference being made up by interest on investments ? Yes, tbat. is so.
5488. You bave a scale of benefits according to thc amount you have in hand ? Yes.
5489. And for many years now you have given the benefits of a guinea a week ? Yes. for agreat
number of years.
5490. And 1 notice here that in addition to the general advantages of these very low rates you give a
superannuation as high as 10s. a week ? Yes, we have paid three for thc last year or two.
5491. Thc question has been put as to whether you can account for thc great advantages ; is it not a fact
that your members as a rule are an exceptional class of people selected from different Churches ? Thc
character of the members, I dare say, to some extent has something to do with our demands not being so
heavy—not that they would not take it if they required it.
5492. They are a class of exceptionally moral people as a rule ? ■ I do not know that thev belong to any
particular Church ; but I believe the class of people we have no doubt has something to do with it,
5493. Your legitimate income was £483 from members; your real income was £6G8; had you not had
these large investments, in what position would your Society have been at the present time ? The loss
would have been very large.
5494. Is it your lar^e investments that saved your Society ? That is it.
5495. Then in the face of that, do you think 3s. a month is sufficient for a Society ? Hot without the
rule for the less benefits.
■
5496. Do you not think, with the large advantages you offer—low contributions and high rate of
benefits—it offers a very great premium for other people to join you?
It does, hut they do not
come to us.
‘
5497. Have yon not thought that as your present members arc growing older, and your expenditure has
been greater than the income, notwithstanding thc advantage of the large amount you have from interest,
your Society in twenty years will be in a different position ? I do not think so.
5498. Mr. Langley.'] Taking the result of your last five years’ working, and supposing you had no
increment in the shape of interest, wbat amount of contribution would it be necessary to pay in order to
carry on the Society? We should want about 4s. 2d. a month.
5499. Then taking your experience during tho last five years, any Society being formed and offering the
same return for tho investment, you think it would not bo safe to take less than 4s, 2d. a month ? Well,
if you formed a new Society they would probably be all young members, and the demands would be
considerably less.
5500. But take them without assuming that they were all young members, but suppose they were of
average ages ranging from eighteen to forty, do you think they could give tho same benefits you give at
less than 4s. 2d. per month ? They could.
”
5501. And you have been unable to do it during thc last five years? We have been unable-to do it
during tlie last five years.
'
5502. On what data do you assume that ? On tho ground that they would be nearly all young members.
5503. Mr. Ruble.] Your Society, I believe, lias been in existence some forty-eight years ? Yes.
5504. There wrero a large number of members left in 1850 and 1847 to go to California? I do not know
that there were a great number; there may have been a few.
5505. A large number in proportion? Wc were not so many in numbers.
550G. Your funds were considerable then ? They have increased considerably since then.
5507. But the Society was then in a very healthy state ? Yes.
5508. And the accumulated funds, more or less, arose from members dropping out of the Society ? Ho,
I do not think so.
'
5509.
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5509. That would in a great measure account for your increased funds ? No, I do not think that had
T. Cowlishawmuch to do with it,
■
5510. Then the rate of sickness and mortality must have been very small for a number of years to allow
24 Mar, 1882.
the funds to increase ? Yes. our Society has been formed by young men; we do not admit them over
thirty-five, and for one over thirty we have nine under.
5511. Do you give the same benefits to young men as to old ones ? Yes, all receive the same benefits.
5512. And the young men pay less fees ? There arc only two rates.
5513. And do yon think the increased sum of 20s. would he equivalent to giving larger benefits to a man
at thirty-five than to a man at twenty P My own opinion about that is men between thirty and thirty-five
should pay more.
5514. You would be in favour of a graduated scale of entrance fees ? I think so.
5515. And graduated benefits P I do not know'; it makes a good deal of confusion and unpleasantness,
5516. I suppose it never occurred to any of your officers to have an actuarial calculation as to your funds
or rate of payments ? No, it has never been required.
5517. Mr. Mmvland.'] From your largeexperience, could you give the rate of mortality and average amount
of sickness of your members for those engaged in light and heavy labour? Well, the larger portion of it
would be those engaged in heavy labour.
5518. Could you give any statistics for the last five years upon that? Well, with a very slight exception
I should say the whole of them were those engaged in what you term heavy labour; the majority of mem
bers are thus engaged.
5519. Am I to understand that yon know very little of thc workings of the Society in its early days ? I
have only been connected with it for twenty years,
5520. Are you aware that when first established members’ wives and families did not receive medical
attendance and medicines ? I think I stated that.
■
_
5521. Mr. iS7fff/e.] Are you aware that at any time tho benefits were decreased from the circumstances
memtioned in your rules of the funds being below a certain standard ? No, not below the standard.
5522. It lias never passed below tbe standard at which you decline to give full benefits ? No, of course it
had to work up to that; not since I have been connected with it.
5523. Wbat is the nature of your Superannuation Fund ? We allow a member, according to rule, twenty-six
weekly payments of a guinea and twenty-six of 10s. Gd., and then if he cannot work after that he receives
10s., and is allowed to do any light thing ; of course he could not go and engage in any business where
he could make enough money to keep him.
5524. Then it is a conditional superannuation and not a permanent one ? Yes.
5525. Is he relieved from paying subscriptions ? Yes.
5526. And does he receive medical benefits tbe same as another member? Yes,
■
5527. And tbe full amount of tho funeral gift at death ? Yes.
5528. Is there a Widow and Orphan Fund connected with your Society ? No.
i
5529. Have you ever given tho subject of graduated subscriptions according to age any consideration?
Yes, we have had it before us once or twice.
.
5530. You have not decided to adopt it ? No, we have not.
5531. Are you aware that some Societies very largely adopt that principle? I believe they do.
5532. With regard to the settlement of disputes, would you he in favour of an Arbitration Board, composed
of representatives of several Societies, to settle disputes instead of the Courts of law ? I think they should
be settled by arbitration, and tbat Societies should not be subject to law proceedings.
5533. Then an Arbitration Board such as I have suggested, would that bo an advisable Board as a final
Board of Arbitration ? I think so.
5534. Has your Society ever to your knowledge had occasion to find fault with the operations of the
present Act ? No.
,
5535. Do you know of any way in which it acted against your interests ? No, none.
5536. Have you any reason to find fault with the administration cf the Act ? We have hardly had any
occasion to look at it.
5537. Have the forms of return been considered sufficient ? More than sufficient; if 'there were a few
less columns you would get the information quicker and better.
5538. Has the Society ever considered that any amendment of the Act was necessary ? We took the Act
into consideration about eight or nine years ago ; but they had so little interest in the matter that they
took very little 1 rouble over it, and it resulted iu nothing.
5539. As a matter of opinion, taking your present position into consideration, would you consider that a
Society that fixed the full benefits and a less number of members, with some £1,000 more to their credit,
was in a better set of circumstances than yourselves ? It would depend on how many members you bad,
and something on tho class of them.
5540. Mr. Gelding^] What provision do you make for members who may leave Sydney and go into the
country? We make no provision for them.
‘
5541. Do you not consider it as a fact that your present good position is entirely owing to the sliding
scale laid down by your Society for benefits given to its members; in other words, your scale being as
follows—
When the Capital of the
And the deceased lias been a Member
Socif.ty nmountg
1 rear.
2 years.
14i years.
21 years.
7 years.
£
Tn

( 1,000 ...... ....

3

C
when below

...... ....
....
400 ...... ....
400 ...... .....

£ s.
10 0
10 0
10 0
10 0
10 0

<■£ s.
22 10
20 0
20 0
20 0
20 0

£ S.
27 10
25 0
21 0
20 0
20 0

£ s.
35 0
30 0
23 10
22 10
20 0

£ s.
40 0
35 0
27 10
25 0
20 0

do you not consider the good position of your Society is chiefly owing to this very severe sliding scale ?
No, I do not think that has anything to do with it.
5542. Are you aware that some Societies pay after one year’s membership very nearly as much as you do
after twenty-one years’ membership ? No, 1 am not,
.
5543. You do not believe in a sliding scale of contributions, and tbat a fixed amount should be put to
all benefits received ? I do not think it is a good thing.
5544,

!
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_ „
B54i4, Do you believe it should extend to funeral donations as well ? Tes, there is not the objection there
T.Cowliahaw. that there is to the sick allowance ; it is a settled thing, but the other might lead to disputes"
S4^I(irl882
^ave J’011 cver brought into operation these levies at death ? Yes.
■’
' 5546. Could you inform tho Commission of any period within the last few years ? Not within the last
ten years, and I am well within the limit in saying that.
5547. I suppose tho reason you do not make many members is on account of tlie Society being purely
local? Well, there is a pretty good scope in the city of Sydney and suburbs.
5548. But when they leave you they forfeit some of the most valuable benefits ? I do not think that
tends to keep the members away; to a great extent I think it is the apathy of our members in not inviting
others to join.
5549. President.] Can you tell the Commission how many members have passed through the Society
during the time it has had an existence ? No, I could not.
,
5550. Could you supply us with the information ? I dare say I could give it you.
5551.. Have you anything further to add to your evidence or any suggestions to make that would he of
service to the Commission ? No, I fancy not.
5552. And you arc clear that 3s. a month is sufficient for all purposes to enable Societies to give benefits
such as those given by your Societies ? I think so; of course the claims of a new Society would not ho
anything like what they are in ours, as the majority of members would he young men,
5563. Would you favour, in any future legislation, a uniform scale of contributions from every Priendly
Society ? I do not know whether that would he advisable, because one Society might wish to give less or
greater benefits, and if you fixed one scale they would all have to give similar benefits.
6554. Would yon favour a graduated scale of benefits and a graduated scale of contributions of members
according to age ? No, I do not like a graduated scalo of contributions ; I think it is better to have a
fixed scale. I think myself that a graduated scale of admission should he made according to the age of
the member; our Society objects to it, but that is my private opinion.
5555. What do you think would be a fair premium for a man to pay at thc age of thirty-five to insure at his
death the sum of £40? It is not a thing I have thought very much of; it would take a little considera
tion and calculation.
5556. Do you think 6d. a week would cover thc risk ? I should think it would.
5557. That would be 2s. a month, leaving only Is to pay the sick pay. cost of management, and all
other risks, taking the average of your members at thirty-five ? Tes.
5558. That would leave 3d. a week to pay this; would it be sufficient, do you tbink ? I should not think
so, but I have not give)! the matter any consideration.
*
.
5559. Then if you gave the matter further consideration, would you be of the same opinion that 3s. a month
would he sufficient to guarantee all the benefits you speak of ? Of course wc do not take members at
thirty-five.
5560. But you say their average age would be that? But they have contributed a lot of money.
5561. Do you think this £40 could he given for less than 6d, a week ? Our experience is that it could.
5562. Could you go to an Insurance Company and do it ? 1 do not know, I am sure, thc charge made by
a Company is not the cost; for instance, I hold a policy, and if 1 died to-day they would pay two-thirds
of the premium back besides the amount insured.
The Commission then adjourned until Monday, 27 March.
MONDAY, 27 MARCH, 1882.

present:—

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G. M.P., President,
JAMES E. SMITH, Esq,
B. ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
P. E. HOLDSWOETH, Esq, '
W. E. LANGLET, Esq,
E. J. EHBIE, Esq,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq,
JOHN SLADE, Esq,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.
Mr. Erederick Alexander Morgan examined on oath
Mr.
5563. Rresident!\ What Society do yon represent ? The Captain Cook Tent, Independent Order of
F. A. Morgan, Eechabites.
.
6564. What office do you hold? Secretary.
ar'’
' 5565. How long have you held that office ? Since the 18th June, 1878, when the Tent was established.
5566. How long have yon been connected with the Eechabites ? About ten or eleven years.
5567. In New South Wales ? Tes.
5568. What Tent were you formerly connected with ? The Albury Tent,
5569. What number of members have you in the Captain Cook Tent ? Between eighty and ninety at
the present time.
5570. Can you give the number of members of the other Tents ? No.
5571. Have you any knowledge of their position at all? I think I can give you some information from
some returns I have here. The Albury Tent lias twenty-one benefit members and six honorary members ;
the Captain Cook Tent has seventy-two benefit members and twelve honorary members. That is, of course,
up to the end of last year in each ease. The Crystal Spring has twenty-nine benefit and twelve honorary
members; the Ark of Eefuge, Balranald, has eleven benefit members.
5572. Is there not one at Lambton ? No, that Tent has not been in existence for some years. Another
Tent, the Hope of Chippendale, has six benefit and twelve honorary members. These returns are issued
in Victoria, where our head quarters are, and are compiled under tho Eriendly Societies Act of Victoria,
and therefore do not show thc funds of the Tents.
5573. Can yon supply information in reference to the funds of those Tents ? No, I can only give you the
funds of our own Tent.
5574. What accumulatedfunds have you ? Eor our own Tent the total up to 25th December last was £255 3s.
5575. How long have you been established ? Since the 18th June, 1878,
5576. What have been your total receipts from all sources during the past year? I sent in a statement
to the Commission which would give all that information. The total receipts for last year were £235 14s. lid.
5577. And what was your total expenditure for a like period ? £139 17s. Id.
5578. That includes the whole of your expenditure—management, medical attendance, sick pay ? Tes.
5579. And funeral donations? The District pays that.
'
5580.
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5580. What eontrilnitions do you pay ? We pay none to the District except a portion of the initiation,
F. A. Morgan
fee of each member.
5581. What proportion ? According to age. You will find thc particulars on page 23 of the book 27 Mar., 1882.
produced—“ Q-eneral Laws for the government of the Victoria District Independent Order of Eechabites
(Salford Unity) Friendly Society, and the District By-laws, 1879.”
The initiation fees are regulated
according to age. Members admitted between the ages of sixteen and twenty years pay 10s. to the sick
fund, which belongs to the Tent, and 2s, to the funeral fund, which goes to 'the district. The payments
vary from sixteen to forty-five years as follows :—Sixteen and under twenty years, sick fund, 10s.;
funeral fund, 2s. Twenty and under twenty-five years, sick fund. 10s.; funeral fund, 3s. Twenty-five and
under thirty years, sick fund, 15s.; funeral fund, 4s. Thirty and under thirty-five years, sick fund, £1;
funeral fund, 5s. Thirty-five and under thirty-six years, sick fund, £1 4s.; funeral fund, 6s. Thirtysix and under thirty-seven years, sick fund, £1 8s.; funeral fund, 12s. Thirty-seven and under thirtyeight years, sick fund, £1 12s.; funeral fund, ISs. Thirty-eight and under thirty-nine years, sick fund,
£1 16s.; funeral fund, £1 4s. Thirty-nine and tinder forty years, sick fund, £2 ; funeral fund, £110s.
Forty and under forty-one years, sick fund, £2 Gs.; funeral fund, -£T 16s. Forty-one and under fortytwo years, sick fund, £2 12s.; funeral fund, £2 2s. Forty-two and under forty-three years, sick fund,
£2 18s.; funeral fund, £2 Ss. Forty-three and under forty-four years, sick fund, £3 4s.; funeral fund,
£214s. Forty-four and under forty-five years, sick fund, £3 10s.; funeral fund, £3. In the last case, for
instance, it will be seen that £3 10s. goes to the sick fund here, and £3 to the District in Victoria for the
. funeral fund; but, if we had- a District here, of course the latter paymeut would go to the District hero
instead of to the Victoria district.
5582. This payment to the funeral fund of the Victoria District is in order to secure what P The pay
ment of £20 on the death of a member.
5583. That is the only source of revenue that the funeral fund has ? Yes, it is a proportion of the
entrance foe whicii goes to the funeral fund. The laws give power to make levies, if necessary, but it has
not yet been found necessary to adopt such a course.
5584. What is tho total value of the funeral fund of the District? £9,516 8s. 2d.
5585. How many Tents are there iu the District? 150.
5586. And what is the number of members ? 6,000.
5587. Then you have this fund of £9,000 to meet the funeral claims arising from the mortality among
6,000 members ? Yes.
5588. Then of course their wives have some claim ? Some of them have. The wives, as you will see on
the next page (p. 24) of the Q-eneral Laws, may be entered in the funeral fund, in which case they pay a
small entrance fee, varying from Is. 6d. for members’ wives between sixteen and twenty to £2 5s. for
members’ wives between forty-four and forty-five. The entrance fee, with a quarterly donation of Is.,
entitles the wife’s representatives to a payment of £15 at her death.
5589. Wbat amount of money was paid by Captain Cook Tent during the year in sick pay ? £6 10s.
5590. What was paid on account ol doctor and medicine? £73 11s. 3d.
5591. And what were your working expenses ? £38 16s. 7d.
5592. What amount of contribution do the members pay? All members pay to the general fund 9s. per
quarter, that is the sick aud funeral funds. Of course the doctor's fee is in addition to that. Our
doctor’s fee is 5s. for a single member and 6s. 3d. for a married member, which, with the payment in
every case of 9s. to the general fund, makes a total payment of 14s. by each single member and 15s. 3d.
for each married member. If the wives are included, an extra payment of Is. is required in each case.
5593. Then you have a graduated scale of contribution ? Only to the extent of making a difference
between the married and single members, and then the difference is only as regards tbe doctor’s fee,
5594. Arc your Eules registered under the Friendly Society’s Act of New South Wales ? Yes.
5595. But your Tents are controlled by thc District of Victoria ? Yes.
6596, How many subordinate Tents constitute a District ? There is no stated number; we could have a
District with one Tent.
5597. Have you found the present system work well up to the present time ? Yes. Of course if we
had a District in New Soutli Wales we would have the extra expense, which I do not think would be
warranted by tho smallness of our numbers.
5598. What proportion of your funds have been contributed to the District funeral fund up to the
present time ? The total amount paid to the District since the 18th June, 1879, in tlie shape of entrance
fees to the funeral fund, has been £12 4s. Gd. Of course the first year there was more. I am only
speaking of the Captain Cook Tent, and of the payments made up to the 25th December, 1881.
5599. How could that be correct if you have acted iu conformity with this rule to which you called my
attention, for I presume you have some members who are over forty years of age ? Yery few. You
will see by rule 41 that the whole of the funds for the first twelve months after tbe starting of any Tent
go into one general fund. There is then no division of the sick and funeral and contingent funds. Of
course there is a good deal of expense involved in starting a Tent. At the expiration of twelve months
from the date of establishing a Tent the accumulated funds are divided as follows:—Three-fourths to the
sick and funeral fund, and the remaining one-fourth to the Tent contingent fund. It will therefore be
seen that tbe iigures I have quoted are only applicable to the period which, has elapsed since tho division
of the funds at tlie end of the first year of the Tent’s existence. Anything that was paid during the first
twelve months would not be reckoned.
6600. You have not shown what proportion has been paid to the credit of the first year ? The books show
two items of £12 15s. and £1 6s, 6d. respectively, whicli added to the figures given before show a total of
£26 6s. paid to tlie District since tho starting of the Tent, to ensure participation in the funeral fund.*
5601. How long have your members to be in arrears before they are disqualified from participation in the
benefits of membership ? Sixteen weeks.
5602.
* Korn (op, revision) :—As I liad not all my boots when being examined, I think the answer would be more explicit if
made to read as follows :—I Lad Letter give jou our first, year’s transactions, which were—receipt^ £155 14s.; expenditure,
£108 9s. ‘Id,, the principal items in the latter being District, on account of funeraJ fund, £20 13s. Gd. ; medical attendance,
£31 14s. 6d.; goods, furniture, &c.j £28 12s. The balance in hand at close of flic first jear’s operations (£47 4s. 8d.)
woa divided according to general law, £35 Ss, 6d. being credited to eick and funeral fund, and £11 IGs. 2d. to tent contingent
fund. You will thus see the total paid to District since the starting of thc Tent to ensure participation in the funeral
fund, ia £32 18s.
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5602. What happens after they are sixteen weeks in arrears ? They are suspended for a further period of
sixteen weeks.
5603. What do you do with them afterwards ? They cease to he members.
27 Mar., 1882.
5604. Has the Tent any liability on account of any member thus in arrears for sixteen weeks ? The Tent
is not liable for any benefit whatever on accouat of any such member. Of course if tbe member pays up
he is reinstated, after having been suspended for a month after the date of payment from participation in
all the benefits of membership.
5605. Has any one of yonr Tents proceeded against any of those non-paying memhers to recover tho
arrears of contributions ? Hot in this Colony—they have done so in Yictoria.
5606. Ho you approve of the provision contained in "the Triendly Societies Act enabling Lodges or Tents
to proceed against members for non-payment of dues ? Yes : I bave urged it in our own Tent, and have
recommended that several of our members should be proceeded against, but the majority have always been
against me.
’
5607.. What method have you of dealing with matters of dispute between the officers and the Tent? A
judicial Committee is appointed, as provided for in rule 96, to decide upon matters iu dispute, although
their proper functions arc to deal with pledge-breaking cases, or any matter which cannot be settled by
the Tent itself.
5608. Have you any appeal from tbat Committee ? Yes, to the quarterly meeting of the Tent, and from
that to tho annual meeting of the Order.
5609. The decision of the latter is final ? Yes.
5610. How have you found this provision work ? As far as our own Tent is concerned we have never had
any dispute to refer to them that has not been settled by tbe Tent itself.
5611. Has thc same been the experience of other Tents ? Yes, so far as I know.
5612. Then you think the contributions paid by your members sufficient ? 14s. for a single and 15s. 3d.
for a married member is sufficient to ensure tlie benefits of the Order to all who may have a claim. It has
proved so, according to the annual reports of the Victorian District. I would myself prefer to see a
uniform charge made in the Societies of (say) Is. 3d. per week, which J think would be little enough for tho
benefits which Friendly Societies confer. Our rules arc drawn up somewhat differently as compared with
those of other Societies, and in connection with tbat I wish the members of tbe Commission to understand
the question thoroughly. Under law 41, each member has to contribute not less than 7s. per quarter to the
Sick and Funeral Fund. That is for full benefit members ; but there is a provision for the admission of half
benefit members, who are entitled to half benefits only, and who have to contribute 3s. fid. to the Sick and
Funeral Fund. In addition, according to the 38th general law, each member has to pay a certain entrance
fee, varying according to age, to thc Sick and Funeral Fund. The portion of rule 41 applying to this
matter, simply stated, is this: All our members throughout thc Colony or throughout Yictoria pay Is. per
quarter. The rule provides for the payment of an additional 2s., of which Is. is for tlie Tent’s contingent
fund, the expenses of rent, salary, and so on, and Is. for the District contingent fund and the management
fund of the District. So that each one of our members pays 9s. per quarter, wherever tbe Tent may be
established, and the balance of the quarterly subscription, which in our Tent is 15s. 3d. for married
members, is made up by the payments that have to be made to tbe doctor of the Tent. That additional
amount depends upon whatever arrangement can be made with thc doctor, and the amount varies, for
doctors can be got to attend a Tent’s members at a cheaper rate in the town than in the country.
5613. I see you give the same benefits as other Societies? "We give fuller benefits in some respects.
For instance, we give full sick pay for twelve months at £1 per week.
5614. Then 10s. for six months? Yes. Hide 43 provides that any member in full compliance, who may
“become sick, lame, blind, or infirm, and incapable of following any employment, if such incapacity is not
occasioned by immoral conduct (notwithstanding that he may continue to carry on or conduct his business,
trade, or occupation by his wife, children, or servants), shall be entitled to receive twenty shillings per
week for full benefit, or ten shillings per week for half benefit, for the first twelve months; and if tho
sickness or infirmity shall continue for a longer period, he shall be entitled to receive the sum of ten
shillings per week for full benefit, or five shillings per week for half benefit, for tho further period of six
months ; and should he still continue sick or infirm as aforesaid, he shall be entitled to receive the sum
of five shillings per week for full benefit, or two shillings and sixpence per week for half benefit, so long
as such sickness or inability to follow his employment shall continue.”
5615. During the time you have been in office in connection with tho Eechabites, have you formed any
definite opinion as to whether thc Friendly Societies Act of Hew South "Wales affords shelter and support
to the members of tbe Friendly Societies in the Colony ? I think it is comparatively useless, as far as I
can see. It might be more useful than it is if it was carried into effect as it should be. It is tho law,
but it is not given the full force of law.
5616. Then your principal complaint is against thc administration of the Act, and not against the Act
itself ? It might pe amended and made more useful, but even as it is, it is not carried out. For instance:
since our Tent was duly registered, which was in 1879, and although I have been continuously Secretary,
I have never received any instruction that the return required under the Act had never been furnished,
and I bave never been afforded an opportunity of making such a return in thc shape of an annual report
or anythin"; of the kind, although it is provided in the Act that that should be done.
5617. Do 1 understand you to say tbat you have never sent in the return required by the Act? I was
never furnished with a form of return until the present year—until in fact this Commission was appointed.
I was Secretary to the Albury Tent, and was never furnished with a form or anything of the kind until I
wrote one year for a form to make out tlie return, and I was then furnished with it.
5618. Have you never received a form like this produced—“ Annual return and statement of funds”?
I believe that this year for tho first time I filled up a report similar to that.
5619. You never, prior to this year, received a form of that kind to be filled up ? Ho, although the Tent
was registered on the 19th Hovember, 1879.
5620. Have you any suggestion to make as to anything tbat might be of service to the Commission in
recommending amendments in future legislation with regard to Friendly Societies? I should like to see a
provision that quarterly payments should not be below a certain standard, whatever it may be that may be
deemed sufficient. I think the payments should not be less than Is. 3d. per week, to include all benefits of
course ; if it were deemed necessary they could be made much higher. That would be raising the foes
which
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wl)ich we at present pay. As far as the Eechabites are concerned, in other Colonies, such as South AusMrtralia and New Zealand, they give a higher rate of benefits than we do under our laws, and the scale of
Morgan,
payments is much lower. They give, for instance, a funeral donation of £35 upon a payment of only jtmTTssZ
10s. per quarter.
‘
5621. Are they not under the same District Lodge ? They are under the same general head, the Salford
Unity at homo, but each District makes its laws as regards payments. In reference to suggestions for
improvements, I may say that I think the returns should be more explicit. They do not at present afford
an opportunity for properly showing the working of the Society. I think the Victorian returns might
very well be copied in that respect. Tou may give fuller and more explicit information in those returns.
5622. Have you added many additional members during the past year to your Tent? I think about
twenty-three.
5623. How many memhers have been expelled ? None.
5624. How many members liave ceased to be such since your Tent was started ? During the three-and-a*
half years that we have been iu existence here, forty have left the Society for reasons other than death,
vis.:—Four by clearance, twenty-seven by arrears, and two by resignation, and seven by expulsion.
Expulsion indicates cases of pledge-breaking.
_
5625. Has your Tent, since its establishment, been at all times able to meet Its financial obligations ?
Oh yes.
5626. As far as your knowledge goes, are the other Tents in the same position ? Tes.
6627. Has any Tent ceased to exist in Tew South "Wales in consequence of want of funds? To*
5628. Tour Society is based upon total abstinence principles ? Tes,
5629. To person is allowed to remain a member who takes intoxicating drink? To.
5630. Members violating their obligations in that respect are expelled ? Tot necessarily, if they are
willing to re-sign the pledge ; they are suspended, of course, but if they are willing to re-join they are at
liberty to do so upon repayment of a fine.
5631. Do you reinstate them in full benefits ? Tot for a month after the payment of the fine.
6632. Then, after the lapse of a month, they are entitled to full benefits just as though they had never
violated thc pledge ? Tes.
■
■
'
5633. Mr. Smifk-I Have you a Widow and Orphan Fund ? To; it was proposed at our last annual
meeting, and a committee was appointed to inquire into and report upon the matter to the next meeting.
5634. Have you any Superannnation or Pension Fund P To.
5635. Mr. Abigail.] Tou are under the District Lodge, located in Victoria? Tes.
5636. Does that make you in any way amenable to tbe Victorian Friendly Society’s Act ? I do not think so.
5637. They have never had any communication with you officially ? Well, the Victorian Eegistrar used
to send annual forms to be filled up according to the Victorian*Act, until I called tho attention of the
Victorian District Society to the matter, and pointed out that it was useless to send the forms to us as we
were outside Victoria, and not bound to send returns to tbe Eegistrar of that Colony. The forms have not
been sent since.
.
5638. Do you know Mr. William Bell, the Secretary of the Eechabites in Victoria ? Tes.
5639. Would you favour, in an amended Act for Tew South Wales, the adoption of provisions for an
actuarial investigation ? Certainly.
5640. Would you be in favour of a periodical investigation of the assets and liabilities of tbe Societies ?
Tes.
5641. At what intervals—five years or more ? I have never considered that particular point, but I should
say that five or seven years would be quite long enough to allow the Societies to carry on without an
actuarial investigation.
5642. Do I understand you to say that you do not think that the benefits offered generally by Friendly
Societies can be safely given upon payments of only Is. per member per week ? Of course I am not an
actuary, but basing my conclusions upon tbe reports I have read I should say that they cannot.
5613. Then you have read reports dealing with that phase of the subject, and upon those reports you have
been led to that conclusion ? Tes.
5611. Tour Tent saved last year in receipts in excess of expenditure £95 17s.: was last year heavier in
sick pay than previous years ? To; our sick pay in 1880 was £20, and in 1881 £0 10s.
5615. Taking the total funds of the Lodge, what is the balance at present in hand? £265 3s, (?)
5646. Tou have seventy-two benefit members, and they are the only persons entitled to call upon your
Tent funds ? They are the only persons ; the honorary members have no claim at all.
5647. What do they pay for tbe privilege of becoming honorary members ? They pay an initiation fee of
5s., and a fee of 5s. per year.
5648. What part do they take in the Tent business ? They can hold office, but it must be upon a twothirds majority of votes in their favour; the)- may also be placed upon thc doctor’s list, upon payment of
tho doctor’s fee. Several of them are too old to bo benefit members.
5649. Do you consider the supervision at present exercised by tbe Eegistrar of the Friendly Societies
sufficient ? To.
5650. Do you consider tbat tabulated statements of each Society should he prepared and published each
year hy Government authority ? Tes, it would be very useful.
5651. Mr. JIoldmorth.-\ Tou make no levy upon yonr members to sustain your Funeral Fund? We
make no levy.
.
5652. How is that? The funeral fund as established by tbe Victorian District has never required that
a levy should be made.
5653. Then do I understand that you have accumulated sufficient capital to render the fund independent
of levies ? Tes. There has not been a levy made for nine or ten years to my knowledge.
5654. Then how have they accumulated this £9,000 ? I can only speak for the time during which I have
been connected with the Society,
5655. Tou say that for members’ wives in connection with the fnncral fund there is a contribution of Is.
per quarter? Tes. There are very few, however, who take advantage of that provision,
5656. Wbat is paid upon death of a member’s wife ? £15,
5657. Tou have read the last annual report of tbe Victorian District ? Tes.
565S. Have you noticed wbat is the average sickness and mortality among the Eechabites as compared
with other Societies ? It is iu that report, but 1 do not remember it exact!v.
5659.
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LangleyX understood you to say that Is. 3d. per week was quite low enough as a contribution
* _* a . ' from each member, to secure the benciits promised by 1'riendly Societies ? Yes.
27 Mar.,1882.
And that you would be in favour of that payment, but as tbe minimum rate ? Yes.
*
5G6I. Then I presume you mean that Is. 3d. would be the minimum rate that should be fixed ? Yes.
6662. liave you seen thc returns that have to he supplied to the Eegistrar of f riendly Societies in
Yictoria ? 1. saw them some years since.
6663. And you have recently seen the returns that have to be furnished to tho Eegistrar of friendly
Societies in this Colony? Yes.
6664. Which do you consider the best? The Victorian form, most decidedly. Even this return
[produced], which is for live years, is not as complete and comprehensive as it should bo. Even for our
little Tent 1 found a difficulty in filling it in satisfactorily, so as to show wbat the transactions of tlie
Society really were, and therefore I .wrote a note, addressed to the Commission, and attached it to this return
[Witness produced copy of form of return issued to various Societies by the Commission.] However, even
that is far more elaborate and more comprehensive than the form of return issued by tbe Registrar in
tbis Colony.
5665. Taking that return as designed, and the return issued by the Registrar of friendly Societies in tbis
Colony, and comparing each with thc form of return issued by the Victorian Registrar, arc you still of
opinion that tbe latter is at the same time the most complete and the simplest ? Yes.
5666. Do I understand you to say that, until this Commission was appointed, you never received from the
Registrar of friendly Societies in this Colony a copy of thc form of return whicli by law has to be filled
in and furnished every yenr ? No, 1 never received any return until quite recently ; thc first I received
was during the present year,
'
5667. How long is it since you were registered ? On the 19th November, 1879.
5668. In any future legislation which may take place with regard to friendly Societies, do you think it
would be desirable to weight an Act of Parliament with a number of details which might properly be
dealt with hy the Societies themselves, or would you not think it rather more desirable that thc friendly
Societies Act should lay down only a certain sound financial basis upon which every Society could be
properly and safely carried on ? I do think it would be better certainly; I think tlie simpler the Act is
made the better it will be, for many reasons. A great many Secretaries, so far as I have been able to
judge, are really notable to understand an Act like that in force at the present moment; at all events
they do not appear to be able to understand it, and a simpler Act would be far better. It would also be
better if tbe plan of the returns was so simple that no ordinary accountant could make a mistake in filling
it up. That is why I think the present returns are practically of no use. You have to club so
many items together that ought to be separate that the totals are misleading. Each separate class of
expenditure'should have a separate column, so that thc returns would really show' where the money had
gone to. It cau be lumped np now in such a manner that either intentionally or unintentionally
the return can be made to mislead,
.
5669. Did I understand you to say, in reply to the President, riiat it would be more advisable to ha\e your
Society's head quarters here instead of being a branch of thc Victorian Society with your head quarters in
Melbourne? Yes, 1 think it would be better, not that we have found any serious inconvenience from
having our head quarters in Melbourne, but because I think -wo should be able to extend our Order better
in this Colony.
5670. Against any drawback which yon may have experienced in that respect, have you not found a very
great advantage iu having for your Society one common centre, so that, no matter where thc Tents are
scattered, they have a bond of union, a free and ready interchange of memhers, and au influential central
directing body? Well, it would not affect the interchange of members in any case whether wc had a
separate District or not, "We have, or can have, now the freest interchange of members with all parts of
the world.
5671. Is not your governing body in Victoria simply a District ? It is a District, but affiliated with tho
Salford Unity at Home.
5672. Then you have received your warrant or dispensation from Victoria as representing the Salford
Unity ? Our dispensation is from the Salford Unity and the Victorian District combined.
5673. Then your only complaint is not arising from any actual disadvantage, but from a local feeling in
favour of a District controlling body in this Colony for tliis Colony ? Yes.
5674. In any case your Order here stands on the same footing as the Order does in Victoria ? Yes.
5675. Lfr. Jlubie.] You have two classes of members ? Yes, honorary and benefit members.
5676. I meant that you had full benefit and half-benefit members? Yes, we have a provision for half
benefit members, but it is availed of to a very small extent. We have onlv two half-benefit members iu
our Tent.
‘
5677. You stated to the President that on the death of a member’s wife the husband receives £15 ? Yes,
if the wife is a registered member
5678. Would a half-benefit member receive thc same amount under similar circumstances? Yes, if his
wifo was registered for full benefits. In fact no member could register his wife except for full benefits.
5679. Then there are no half-fees in connection with the wives ? No.
5681*. You have a very large fund; how is it invested ? It is invested in Bank deposits, at 4 per cent,]
5681. In this Colony? Yes, in the E.S. and A.C. Bank.
5682. Then the funds belonging to the New South Wales Tents are all in this Colony ? Yes. The
District does not hold any funds on behalf of the Tents in this Colony, except the Euneral Fund.
5683. Then, m a certain sense, the Order in Melbourne gets the benefit of that money ? Well, the whole
of the members in tho District get the benefit of that money, because we are in the Victorian District,
although we are in i', e\v South Wales. Of course, if we separated from Victoria, wc should get thc whole
of that Funeral Fund back, less any claims paid out of it.
5684. Do your officers give security ? The Treasurer and Secretary give security,
5685. By Fidelity or G uaranteo Societies ? It must be satisfactory to the Trustees of each Tent, and must
be not less than £25.
”
5686. Not necessarily a Fidelity Society ? The District recommends that, and I think most of them act
upon that recommendation.
’
5687. You have never had auy defalcations ? None have occurred during my experience.
5688.
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5688. Mr. Newland.) Your general laws arc registered in this Colony P Yes.
'
_
„ . Morsan
5GS8. Then, how da you account for the fact that at. tho end of the book you have produced, which com- ' ._* A _
prises the general laws for the government of tho Victoria District of Eechabites, and tbe by-laws of the 27 Mar 1882
Captain Cook 'Tent, Sir. Oliver simply appends this certificate :—“ I hereby certify that the foregoing
’’
‘
rulos of the ‘ Captain Cook ’ Tent, >To, 23S of the Independent Order of Eechabites, Salford Unity, at
Sydney, are in conformity with law, and that tlie Society is duly established from the present date, and is
subject to the provisions and entitled to the privileges of tho Eriendly Societies Act, 1873.—Dated this
19th day of November, 1879.—Alexu. Orivisn, Eegistrar of Friendly Societies” ? I can only say that
the whole of this book (“ General Daws for the government of tlie Victoria District Independent Order of
Eechabites, Salford Unity, Friendly Society, and tho District By-laws”) is registered as the law-book of the
Captain Cook” Tent, and was bound up with the names of the officers of that Tent. Another thing, all
reference to thc Friendly Societies Act of Victoria was left out, and the references made to apply to the
Friendly Societies Act of this Colony. The whole book, in that specially amended form, was tendered for
registration.
_
_
5690. Were these general laws and tho by-laws of the Captain Cook Tent laid before the Eegistrar in the
form in which I see them now ? Yes.
5691. I see that one of the laws of the Captain Cook Tent sets forth the amount and mode of payment of
subscription by full benfit members, and fixes the amount at 13d. per week ? It says that “the weekly
subscription of full benefit members shall not be less than 13d. per week.” That is 14s. per quarter.
5092. How do you make up this 14s. ? 7s. belongs to the sick and funeral funds, and 7s. to the manage
ment fund, out of which are paid tho surgeou’s fee and costs of medicine, &e.
5093. Mr. Slade.'] In reference to those returns, which you mentioned as being referred to you, can you
say whether the Society you represent has any modes of expenditure different from Societies in general ? ■
Not that I am aware of.
_
.
5694. Then, if those forms have sufficiently served tho requirements of other Societies, can you give any
reason why they should not he sufficient for the Eechabites ? I referred particularly to this five years’
return [the form of return issued ly the Commission], In tliis statement of five years’ expenditure
there does not appear to have been any provision for a Society like ours to show' its expenditure iu sick pay.
’
5695. But there is a column for sick pay ? I did not notice that before.
.
_
5696. If you had, that would have enabled you to liave furnished the statement as to sick pay in the form
you thought necessary ? Yes.
_
._
5697. You are aware there is a large number of Societies which have various modes of dealing with
funds serving the same purpose, but differently classed and under different names, aud that a. form to
cover every possible variety of income or expenditure that the fancy of the different Societies might
provoke would be almost impossible ? I am quite aware of that, bat sick pay is an item of expenditure
that must occur in the case of every Society, and that is why I noticed this peculiar heading, as it would
practically shut out many Societies whose sick pay should be included here.
5698. Well, if that heading had been qualified by the words “iu or not iu a District,” that ■would have
met your objection ? Yes.
_
_
5699. Have you any superannuation fund or system of pensions ? No, but the District has a benevolent
fund, from which payments are made in certain deserving cases.
.
5700. Have there been any instances, in your experience, in whicli the present Act has not been sufficient
to meet the requirements of the Order ? Not that I am aware of.
5701. Have you any fault to find with the present Act? I do not know that I could point out any par
ticular error in the Act, but I think it would be productive of greater benefit if it was more strictly '
administered.
_
■
5702. Then your objection to tbe Act is that it is not administered in its integrity ? Yes.
5703. What is the amount of contribution sent to Melbourne for the advantages of belonging to that
District? Is. per quarter per member for the Management District Fund. That is independent of the
fee for the Funeral Fund, iu return for which-we get; tlie amount of £20 paid on thc death of a member.
5704. You are quite sure that Mr. Oliver, in certifying to the by-laws of tbe Captain Cook Tent, also certi
fied to the general laws of the Victoria District as contained in this book? Well, ho told me so, and he
made a special point of the alterations whicli were made in my own handwriting to accord with the Act of
this Colony.
5705. You will observe that the Melbourne portion of the book is called the general laws of the Order, and
if you turn to Mr. Oliver’s certificate you will find that he certifies only to “ the foregoing rules of tbe
Captain Cook Tent” ? I see that that is the case.
5706. You will notice that no mention is made there of the registration of any rules of the Melbourne
District ? No, there is not.
5707. But you are still under the impression that Mr. Oliver registered the whole of these rules ? Well,
he gave me to understand that he did so. Mr. Oliver was very particular in noting that the scale of
entrance foes was in the book, without which I think he could not have registered the rules, and as it
happens that scale of fees is not iu the by-laws of the Captain Cook Tent, hut in the general laws of the
Yictoria District.
5708. Mr. Chiding.] In your 48th rule you have a very stringent provision that, although a member may
have kept strict.lv temperate for a life-time, aud lias died in perfect good fellowship in tho Order, if a friend .
or relative should introduce intoxicants into the house diming the fuueral the widow may be deprived of
one-third of tbe funeral money ? If the liquor is introduced with her consent.
5709. Will you turu up the rule on page 27 and read it? I see that rule 48, relating to “Intoxicating
liquor at. funerals,” provides that—“If the nominee, wife, relative, or representative of a deceased member
introduce auy intoxicating liquor while the body of the deceased remains in the house, or if such liquors
are in auy way connected with the funeral, the Stewards shall not pay thc remaining third of the funeral
money, but shall immediately inform the Chief Euler of thc Tent, who shall lay tho ease before the
Judicial Committee; and if it bo decided that such intoxicating liquor was introduced without the consent
or approval of the nominee, wife, relative, or representative, tlie remainder of the funeral money shall be
paid, lint if it be proved that the liquor was introduced with the consent of the nominee, wife, relative, or
representative, the remainder shall not be paid, but. shall be returned to the funds of the District. The
same rule to be observed on the death of a member’s wife,”
;
5710.
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5710. Dojou not ttink that tlat rule is ulfra vires? I never had my attention called to it in anyway
' _
escept this, that, in connection with the only fhnerals I have been connected with in the Order, the rule
27 Mar 1882
cautioning the relatives that this lawwas in existence was always observed, and if, after that special
’
* caution, the rule was broken and the penalty enforced, I do not think it would bo very great hardship.
5711. Do you think if you had the privilege of a District of your own that you could give larger benefits,
instead of sending the money away out of tho Colony ? I have never gone into that matter, but it would
have to be considered if we were to have a District established here.
5712. Do you not think it would he much better for your Society if you had a governing body here, and
paid the Is. per member for the purpose of keeping up that body, instead of sending it down to Victoria ?
1 do not think it would he sufficient at present. There are not more than about 150 members in New
South Wales, and the shilling contribution from them would not go very far towards paying all tho
espenses of a District and keeping np District chambers,
5713. But do yon not think that that is one of the reasons why your Order is kept hack here? I have
stated so.
5714. With respect to juvenile branches, I see they are not a great success in this Colony? No.
5715. What is your opinion about initiating young men into these Societies at so early an ago that they
can^ hardly have any thorough mind of their own ? When they are so young as that, they are only
initiated into a kind of Band of Hope.
■
5716. At what ages are they initiated ? Prom eight to sixteen.
5717. And what becomes of them at sixteen? At sixteen they are at liberty to enter the adult Tents.
5718. After medical examination ? Certainly.
5719. Do they have any more privileges than if they had not previously been a member of a juvenile
Society ? The amount which they have subscribed during the time of their connection with the juvenile
Tent, less a small amount deducted for expenses of management, is usually sufficient, if they have been
any time at all in the Tent, to pay their initiation fees, and sometimes half-a-year’s subscription in advance.
5720. Ithinkyou stated tbat the Funeral Fund for tbe whole Society was £9,000 for 6,000 members ? Yes.
5721. Your accumulated funds are £255 3s., or an average of £3 10s. per head ? Yes.
5722. If you add tbat average to tbe average interest that you possess in the accumulated Funeral Fund,
that will bring you up to £5 per head. What do you think of that average ; do you think it is a solvent
one ? I can only go by the reports of actuaries in giving an answer to a question of that kind.
5723. Then what is your opinion about this £5 per head, premising tbat you had your funds from Victoria ?
Our funds vary very largely, and we have been established so short a time that we have not had an oppor
tunity of getting a large amount of funds. Tbe present rate enables the Society to accumulate a very
large fund, and we shall go on increasing so long as we retain the present membership. The last pub
lished returns of our District show the total funds to average over £9 per memher, which is the proper
way to look at our Order, and not take our particular Tent which is only recently started.
5724. What is your opinion about a sliding scale ? I do not approve of it.
5725. Notwithstanding your experience of your partial sliding scalo system, you say you do not believe in
a sliding scale; then do I understand you to mean that you consider tbat a young man eighteen years of
age ought to pay as much as a man forty years of age, and each receive the same benefits ? The young
man has the advantage of entering the Society upon easier terms. The elderly man pays a much larger
entrance fee, and is not taken at all unless he is proved to be of sound health.
5726. Then the difference between them is in the scale of initiation fees ? Certainly.
5727. Does your Society have any regalia ? Die officers wear regalia during the sittings of the Tent.
5728. What is the cost of the regalia for a Lodge ? It is very small—about £4, or even less than that
would be the entire cost of the officers’ regalia5729. What do you pay for a dispensation to open another lodge ? £1 10s.
5730. You provide your own books, I presume ? We buy the books from the District.
5731. What is the total cost of opening a Lodge ? Between £9 and £10. That includes some property
■
which is re-sold by the Tent to its members, such as rules and certificates of membership.
'
5732. FVesid-en/.] Candidates for membership are subjected to medical examination before they are
admitted ? Yes.
5733. What are the occupations of your members, as a rule ? They include almost every known occupation.
5734. You make no difference between members of different occupations ? None whatever.
.
5735. Occupation is no bar to admission? It is not.
5736. You are aware that in an Insurance Office occupation has a great deal to do with the “loading ’’ of
life policies ? Yes.
5737. Some occupations are more risky than others, and more injurious to health and life ? Yes.
5738. Notwithstanding that, however, your Society makes no distinction ? No ; a candidate has simply lo
. be certified to by a medical man and approved of by tbe members.
5739. Do you think tho present system of medical examination of candidates is sufficiently serviceable ?
Yes ; our medical man has rejected several candidates because they were not in sufficiently good health.
5740. You think the system itself is efficient ? 1. think it largely depends upon the medical man himself.
Some are more particular than others—I have found it so. I have heard complaints that some medical
men did not examine candidates with sufficient care to ensure the admission of only sound members.
5741. You are not aware of any such cases in your own Society ?
5742. Mr. Abigail.] Have you had any information in reference to a Bochabites’ Tent as existing in 1878 ?
The one you refer to was not in existence in 1878;
5743. Have you any knowledge of that Society? No ; at that period I was not in office.
5744. Mr. Langley^ At the time that yon registered these rules and the Eegistrar appended Ids certificate,
was thc book in the same shape as it is now ? The present copy is an exact copy of that whicli was certi
fied to hy the Registrar. This book has been printed from tho certified book of rules.
5745. Mr. Smith.] Can you give any information about tbe Tent at Lambton ? I do not know anything
about it except what I have heard. Some years ago a Tent, or several Tents, wore established in New
castle District under thc Victoria District, and they applied to he established into a separate District.
They eventually separated from Victoria. Through some misfortune in connection with thc expenditure
■of money in the purchase or erection of a hall, the whole thing fell through, and there was a general
collapse. A meeting was held, and the funds divided ratably among those present.
5746.
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;"746. Mr. AliffaiV] Are you in favour of funds which are being accumulated for the benefit of the
■ ^ •'
funeral fund being invested in halls ? That is a question which requires very careful consideration. I ‘ _ ^or^aD'
should not be in favour of such an investment, unless the Societies were very rich indeed; they should
certainly hold in hand a sufficient amount to meet all likely demands,
*

FRIDAY, 31 MARCH, 1882.
^rrstnt

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.,

C.M.O., M.P.,

President.

P. B. HOLDSWOBTH, Esq,
J. P. SMITH, Esq,
J. SLADE, Esq,
E. J. EUBIE, Esq,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq,
E. J. GEEYILLE, Esq., J.P,
J. GELDING, Esq.
P. J. KEWLAUD, Esq,
and examined:—■
Mr. Albert B. Eordham
Mr. A B.
5747. President.'] What Society do you represent ? The Independent Order of Reehahites.
Fordham.
574S. How long have you been a member ? Ten years.
_
_ i
5749. In New South Wales ? Principally in connection with the Victorian District, but about two and
31MauA882,
a-half years in New South Wales.
5750. What tent do you represent? The Crystal Spring Tent, No. 247.
_
_
5751. What number of members have you in your tent ? At the present time we have about thirtythree.
_
.
5752. Is that the largest number you have had at any time ? We have had as many as fifty-nine.
_
5753. What have been the receipts of your Tent from all sources during last year ? Tho total receipts
from all sources during last year wore £107.
_
_
.
5754. What amount has been paid by your Society during the year for sick benefits in tho shape of sick
pay? We have paid £24 for sick pay only, and we have also paid £20 on account of the death of a
member.
....
.
5755. What was the amount of your working expenses ? Advertising, printing, postage, salaries, Ac,
amounted to £9 10s.
■
5756. What was your total expenditure last year ? £117 19s,
_
5757. Then you have not made any profits ? At the end of last year we were £4 Is. in hand.
5758. Then you did not increase your capital by any sum during the year; in fact you were worse off at
the end thau at the beginning ? Well, yes, because we had £15 over from the previous year.
5759. Then you were £10 worse off upon the year’s transactions^? Yes.
5700. Can you give any reason that would account for that ? No, I do not know of any reason, except
that it would be the falling off of a lot of old members who left the Tent in arrears, previous to our being
registered, and when we had no means of preventing it.
5761. How many members joined you during last year ? That I could not tell from memory.
5762. Do you know how many left you ? The number at the end of 1881 was thirty-one.
5763. What number of members have joined ? Eifty-nine.
5764. And how many have left ? Twenty-six.
_
5765. Then half of those who joined you have left again ? Yes, through having broken the pledge, or
some other cause.
5766. What weekly contribution entitles a member to all benefits ? About Is. 3d. per week we pay in
Balmain. We pay 15s. 9d. per quarter.
_
5767. What are the benefits which your Society gives its members ? A member, after being such for
twelve months, is entitled to £20 at death if a full member, or £10 if a half-benefit member. He is also
entitled to £1 per week sick pay during the first year of sickness, 10s. per w^eck during the succeeding six
months, and then 5s. per week as long as the sickness continues.
_
5768. Do you think Is. 3d. per week sufficient to ensure all those benefits to members? I think so.
5769. Have you uniform payments ? Yes, we have no graduated scale,
'
5770. Your Society is based upon temperance principles ? Yes.
5771. .Any member breaking his obligation is suspended ? Yes.
5772. Eor bow long ? Eor three months, when he can he re-obligated by vote of the Lodge.
5773. Then as soon as he is re-obligated he is entitled to full benefits ? Yes, on payment of 5s. fine for
the first offence, and 10s. for the second. After the second offence it is at the option of the Tent whether
the member be taken back or not.
5774. ITow do you determine ? By ballot.
_
_
5775. Have you had many cases of that kind during your ten years’ experience ? No, very few. We
have had more in this small Tent than in the large Tent of 300 members with which I was connected.
5776. What proportion of young men have you ? They are nearly all young men, ranging from eighteen
to twenty-three or twenty-four.
5777. What is the age of the oldest member you have ? Until recently not more than twenty-seven,
but two over forty I believe were recently admitted.
'
5778. Then the average ago of members in your Society would uc about twenty-five ? It was about
twenty, according to a calculation I made some time ago, but it is now about twenty-one,
5779. The ages vary from eighteen to twenty-four? Yes.
5780. Then there must bo a large number at or near eighteen years of age ? Yes, they are mostly of that
age.
5781. Have you studied the Eriendly Societies Act? Nol. cannot say that I have.
5782. Yon are not aware then whether the provisions of that Act are sufficient to afford security to the
5783. Do you draw from the Victorian Lodge on account of funeral, payments ? Yes.
members of the Eriendly Societies ? I know that, in relation to our own Order the security has been
sufficient; our funds have always been able to meet the demands for sick or funeral pay.
5784. But not on account of sick ? Not necessarily.
■5785.
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5785. But in every case for funeral donations ? Yes, in every such ease we draw upon the District.
5786. What amount of money has been paid duringthc existence of your Tent to Victoria ? About £250.
31Mm!hA82. 5787. Within two-and-a-half years ? Yes.
5788. That is to ensure your funeral fees ? Yes.
'
5789. Then of course there is the entrance money of new members—that is included in the £250 ? Yes.
5790. Those payments are based upon a graduated scale ? Yes. according to the ages of members, from
fifteen to foiTy-five.
5791. Then I understand that, as far as your knowledge goes, tho present Act affords all the security which
the members of Friendly Societies require ? Yes, I think so.
5792. Can you mention any particular in which it might be amended with advantage to the Friendly
Societies P That is a matter to w'hich I have not given any consideration.
5793. Has your Society at any time sued any of its members to recover arrears in the payment of
members ? No.
5794. You are aware that the Act gives Societies the power of recovering arrears by legal process ? Yes,
I know that, hut our Tent had not been in a position to sue defaulting members, even if we had been
inclined, until within the past four or five months.
5795. Do you approve of that provision in the Act P Yes.
5790. Has your Society or Tent any liability towards a defaulting member after he becomes thirteen
months in arrears ? Not that X am aware of.
5797. To what extent would you-permit members to go iuto arrears before the officers should proceed
against them ? Two quarters.
5798. Then you have nothing special to suggest which might be embodied in future legislation in dealing
with the Friendly Societies Act? Nothing, except having a systematic entrance fee—I mean a uniform
fee. I do not think a graduated scale of entrance fees or the half-fee system productive of good.
5799. You do not mean a imiform charge for admission ? No, I mean a uniform rate of contribution.
5800. And that you would not give power to any Society to reduce its rates of initiation ? Yes.
5801. You favour the principle of making young men of the age of eighteen pay as much as men of
forty in the shape of weekly contributions ? Yes, but the entrance fee should ho graduated according
to age.
5802. Only that you would not permit Societies to reduce the initiation fees to half-rates ? No.
5803. Have you been a member of any other Society than tho one you belong to now ? No,
5804. Howr long has your Tent been registered ? About five months.
5805. Then you have not yet made out any returns to the Registrar iu this Colony? No.
5800. Have you done so for Victoria ? Yes,
5807. What position will you he in now—will you have to do that still? No, only a certain part.
The
statistical part goes to New South Wales.
5808. You believe your Tent to he in a good financial position, notwithstanding that you made a loss of
£10 last year? Yes.
5809. You had only one death during the year? Only one death during two and a half years.
5810. And yon had to pay away only £24 in sick pay ? Yes.
5811. Mr. ‘Smith.'] How' do you account for tho total amount of expenditure which you have given? The
total is made up of surgeon’s fee, £26; chemist, £7 3s. Gd.; payment to District, £8 14s. 3d.; registra
tion fee, £1 Is.; advertising, printing, salary, &c., £9 10s. There was sick pay on account of the Ballarat
Tent, £12 18s., hut that has been refunded in the ordinary course.
5812. But that does not nearly account for the expenditure. Have you not any book or document in your
possession by which you can show the expenditure of this large sum of over £100? Yes. According to
the hooks the items of expenditure in 1879-80 wrere :—Surgeon, £22 12s. fid.; chemist, £7 14s. ; rent,
£7 10s.; District (inclnding goods, levy, and Funeral Fund), £39; advertising, postage, and printing,
£3 9s. 7d.; furniture, £1 ; salary, 15s.; total, £82 Is Id. The items of expenditure in 1SS1 were:—
Surgeon, £26 4s. Gd.; chemist, £7 3s. 6d.; District (including goods, levy, and Funeral F'und), £814s. 3d.;
advertising, postage, printing, £4 Is. 7d.; salary, £1 10s.; sick pay on all accounts (including one death,
and special vote £20), £57 14s. Sd.; registration fee, £1 Is.; rent, £3 18s.; expenses in juvenile concert,
£5 ; from Extension Fund (a special fund for extending the Order given by the District), £2 11s, 6d.;
making a total of £117 19s. A summary of the accounts shows that the total receipts from all sourccsfor
the years ending 1879-80, amounted to £97 7s. As we only commenced two months previous to the close
of 1879,1 include that period in 1880. Our total expenditure for 1879-80 was £82 Is. Id,, showing a
balance at the end of 1880 of £15 5s. lid. The total receipts up to the end of the year 1881 were £106
14s. Id., which, with the balance brought forward, makes a total of £122. Against this the total expendi
ture for 1881 was £117 19s., showing a total balance in hand at the end of 1881 of £4 Is.
5813. Are the majority of your members single or married ? Single. I dare say eight of our members are
married. 1 would not say for certain, but T think there are not more than eight.
5814. You appear to have paid away a large amount for sickness—over £44 during last year ? £20 was
from the Funeral Fund, and £24 went for sickness. One brother must have been sick for three months
before he died.
5815. Then yon had. only two sick members during the year, andone of those turn died ? Yes.
■ 5816. Mr. Soldsworth.] This amount of £12 18s. that you paid for the BallaratTent will be refunded ?
Yes.
'
5817. And your funeral money, £20, was paid out of the common fund from Melbourne ? Yes.
5818. Then out of the expenses that you have mentioned the sum of £32 will be refunded? The refund
ing of those amounts is already accounted for. For instance, the payment of £20 from the Funeral Fund
appears first in the receipts and afterwards in the expenditure, so that the accounts as regards that item
balance each other.
5819. The Reehahites have been in existence in New South "Wales for some time, have they not ? For
three and a half or four years.
5820. Have you no record of the Rechabiles in 1S42 ? No.
5821. And no records of the Tents which existed eight or nine years ago at "Wallscnd ? No
5822. The only records you have are of the new Tents ? That is all.
5823. You are in favour of a fixed rate of contribution ? Fes.
5824. You think that a single young man of eighteen should pay just as much as a married man of twentyfive or thirty with two or three children ? Yes.
5825.
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6825. Can you give me any reason for holding that opinion ? I think I could if I had an opportunity of
fairly considering the matter. Speaking on the spur of the moment. I would say that the matter has been
A
talked of in Tent and out of Tent, and the general opinion has been that a good deal of evil has arisen 3l jj-ari
from these low fees.
_
582G. I am not talking of low fees : what I mean to ask is whether you consider it equitable that a young
man of eighteen should pay tho same rate of contribution as the man of forty ? I think so. If you allow
.
young men to join upon such exceedingly low rates, you will practically lay upon the shoulders of the older
men the burden of keeping up the Tent for the benefit of the young members.
5827. Is that your experience in connection with the Bechabites ? Yes.
5828. Mr. Langley?^ You stated, in reply to the President, that yon thought there should be some preven
tive of the practice of allowing members to enter upon reduced entrance fees and half-fees ? Yes. ^
_
5829. IJo you think it matters much what initiation fee you charge, so long as the rate of contribution is
,
adequate to the carrying on of the Tent or Lodge? Not much difference, perhaps ; but if you did mot
have a sufficiently high initiation fee, and sickness came upon those members who had joined under those
exceptionally favourable conditions, they would become a drag upon the Society.
_
5830. What difference can the initiation fee make as compared with an adequate weekly contribution ?
I could not answer that question as to what difference it would make, but taken in conjunction with a
small rate of contribution, the reduced rate of initiation would seriously prejudice the financial stability
of a Society.
_
_
_
5831. Does it matter at alt whether any initiation fee is charged at all, provided the weekly contribution
is sufficiently high ? That I would not be in a position to give a deckled answer upon.
5832. Is it not self-evident that it makes no difference whatever whether you charge 10s. or 20s. as an
initiation fee, provided the weekly contribution is sufficiently high P I think it docs make a great deal of
difference, but I am not prepared to deal with the matter without a little consideration.
5833. Is it not simply a matter of fact, shown by an ordinary calculation made by any person who under
stands figures, that it can make no difference whatever as to what the initiation fee is, provided the rate of
weekly contribution for carrying on a Priendly Society is sufficiently high P It may be so.
5834. Jifr. Tfw&m.] Yours is a. Temperance Benefit Society ? Yes.
_
_
6835. If a member violated his pledge, would he not he deprived of all his benefits P Only until lie was
re-obligated.
_
683G. How long have you been established in New South Wales ? Only two and a-half years—that is
my Tent.
■
5837. Then your accumulated fund cannot be very great ? No, it is not.
5838. You are affiliated with the Melbourne body ? Yes, until we get a District of our own.
5839. Then, if there were any serious defalcations in connection with the Melbourne body, you would
have to suffer without having any voice in the matter P We have delegates appointed to represent us.
5840. But you have no direct control over the funds ? We have no exactly direct control.
5841. Do your officers give security in all cases ? Yes, it is laid down in the general laws that such
should be the case.
'
_
5S42. I have before me a report issued by the Melbourne Koval Commission appointed to inquire into
the working of the Friendly Societies Act, and from that it appears that one of the officers of your order
stated before that Commission that iu the whole 160 Tents in Victoria only two officers had given security.
Are you aware of that ? No, 1 was not aware of it.
■
5843. Arc you satisfied with the manner in which the Society is worked in Melbourne ? Decidedly.
5844. Mr. Slade.] Have you got any superannuation fund ? No.
_
5845. What provision do you make for arbitration in disputes between members and the Society P The
matter is referred to the chief ruler, from him, if necessary, to the district officers, and then from them,
if necessary, to the Annual General Session,
5846. "What provision do you make in your Society for the protection of minorities—say, in the case of
the breaking up of a Tent by the decision of a hare'majority,? No Tent of our Order can be broken up
unless it has less than ten members, or seven, 1 forget which.
5847. Well, supposing the number gets below that minimum, have they no means of falling back upon the
head office in Melbourne for their benefits ? Wc should, in the case of a Tent becoming defunct here,
because I think we would be under the supervision of the Melbourne District, of which we form a part.
5848. Is there no fund in the Tents in Melbourne to meet the claims of minorities ? I think not.
5849. Are you allowed to be represented iu Victoria by proxy ? Yes.

| ‘
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Mr. William Benton sworn and examined r—
Mr. W.
5850. President.] "What Society do you represent? The Grand United Order of Free Gardeners.
Benton.
5851. How long have you been a member? About fourteen months.
6852. How long lias your Society been in existence in New South Wales ? Upwards of three years.
31Mo^l882.
5853. What office have you held' during the time you have been a member ? Secretary.
5854. Do you bold any office now ? No.
5855. What number of members have you in your Lodge ? Eighty.
5856. "What amount of contributions do you pay per week or per month ? Is. per week.
5857. What benefits do you give your members ? £1 per week sick pray, after a member hasbeen in the
Lodge six mouths and should fall sick.
5858. Suppose you were to die, what funeral allowance would your widow receive ? £30.
5859. Or if your wife died, what amount would you receive ? £20.
5860. What is the total value of the funds of your Society, or of your Lodge singly ? We have not been
established long, and wc cannot expect to have much. I almost forget the amount now, but I think it is
about £60, including all the Lodge furniture, money in hand, and everything.
5861. What amount of .money has been receivedby your Lodge during last year ? £108.
5862. What amount of money has been spent in that time—paid away for all purposes ? That Icannot
tell, but the Secretary, Mr. Carroll, could.
6863. Who is the Grand Secretary ? I have been the Grand Secretary since it was established.
MONDAY,
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JJriNmt:—

DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P.,
J. F. SMITE, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAKD, Esq.,
•T. SLADE, Esq.,

Eeesidekt.

P. K, HOLDSWOBTH, Esq.,
ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
J. GELDING, Esq.,
E.

W. E. LAN GLEY,

Esq.

Mr. George Lucas sworn anil examined:—■
Mr.
G. Lucas.

5864s. The President.1] What Society do you represent ?

I do not come hereto represent any.

I come

___
here simply to say that I am not a representative.
a AnTTiaw
-^-aTe J01111 d formerly held the office of Secretary to a Benefit Society? Yes.
"n ’
■ 5866, You are a member of the Free Gardeners’ Benefit Society ? Yes;
5867. Do you hold any office now? Master of the Lodge.
5868. Had you previously held any ? Only the Secretaryship.
■
5869. What number of members have you in your Lodge ? We have about 100 good members. There
are three Branches of us.
5870. Could, you give the particulars showing the financial position, and similar information in reference to
those Societies ? I could send it to you, but I am not in a position to give the information now.
5871. Will you do that? I will.
5872. Have you a copy of your by-laws ? No, but I could send you one.
5873. You were District Secretary ? I am not District Secretary now.
5874. How long has the Lodge of which yon are a member been in existence ? Wc were registered only
in 1881, in June. That was the first Lodge. Wc were originally a Temperance Lodge, until we amalga
mated to form the present Society.
5875. You were originally a Total Abstinence Benefit Society ? Yes.
5876. What funds have you got? £70 11s. 8d. at the end of last year.
5877. Have you had any sickness in your Lodge during that time ? Yes; we paid away £100 7s. Scl. last
year on account of sickness.
5878. Any funeral donations ? No ; we only had one death, and the expenses of the burial have only
been paid this year.
58/9. What is the amount of contributions paid by your members ? Is. per week.
6880. Do you pay a uniform rate ? Yes.
"
5881. What are the benefits that your Lodge gives its members ? £1 per week sick pay, £20 at the death
of a member, and £10 at the death’of a member’s wife,
5882. Do you give medical attendance and medicines ? Yes,
5883. What amount was paid for medicines and medical attendance during last year ? I think about
£107, but I am not sure ; I think we paid away £12G altogether in the way of management expenses.
5884. But you do not call medicines and medical attendance management ? Yes, wc do. We divide the
■ Is. a week 6d. going for the working of the Lodge, and the other Gd. going to the fund for sick pay and
funeral donations.
5885. Have you previously been a member of any other Society ? I was a Forester some few years ago.
5886. Are you of opinion that the payment of Is. per week is sufficient to ensure the benefits that you
speak of? I think so. As a rule we contribute 2s. as a quarterly levy, and that helps to pay for the
Management Fund.
•>
ilj
5887. Is that 2s. per quarter in addition to the Is. per week ? Yes.
5888. What amount of money was paid last year on account of management, such expenditure as printmg, advertising, stationery, sidary, &c. ? I did not come prepared with information of that kind, but I
think all the expenses, including the doctor and chemist, were covered by the £126 last year.
5889. What was the total amount of income ? £270 16s.
5890. Then you have a credit balance of £70 ? Yes, £70 11s. 8d.
5891. What has been paid into the District from your Lodge ? Nothing was paid last year. We pay
something this year, but I do not know what it will be.
5892. What would be the contributions from the separate Lodges ? Somewhere about £30.
5893. From the Lodges altogether ? Yes; it is so much from each member as he joins.
Have the three Lodges joined the District ? Yes.
'
o895. You have found no inconvenience in the working of your Societies? None.
5896. You believe them to be well managed ? Yes.
5897. And that the contributions are sufficient to meet all claims in cases of death or sickness ? Yes. In
the case of death each member right throughout the Society is levied upon, in order to make up the amount
ot the funeral donation.
5898. Have you studied the Friendly Societies Act? Yes. ■
0899. Do you think it affords sufficient protection to- members of the Friendly Societies ? I think it
might be improved by a little alteration.
5900. In what direction ? I could hardly tell yon now. There are two or three clauses which might be
altered.
°
o901. Do you favour the principle embodied in the Act under which the officers of a Lodge have power to
sue members who fall into arrears ? I do approve of it.
5902. To what extent are the members of your Society allowed to go into arrears before they forfeit their
right to benefits ? Fourteen weeks.
con?'
ar? ^len s,lsPel1ded from all participation in the benefits of membership ? Yes.
5904. W hen they still continue to fall into arrears, what do you do with them ? We have done nothing
with them as yet.
"
rone’ wu ^aVe ^ ^Gen ^0ri° en0Uo^ 111 existence to, have much experience of that kind ? No.
.05. Vvhat method have you adopted for dealing with matters of dispute between members and the
° if**!'8!. * , 'la,ve a higher Lodge—the District Lodge. If the decision of that body docs not give
satisfaction, the parties have the right of appeal to the Grand Lodge in Victoria.
5907.
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5007. Then you nre a Ernnch of the Grand Lodge of Victoria ? Yes.
SOOS. Lo you send any capitation tax or other moneys to Victoria ? No, because ive are registered in
JSew South Wales.
3 April, 1883.
5900. Then ail the funds are kept in New South Wales P Yes.
5910. With reference to the name by which your Society is designated—is the Society composed of
operative gardeners? It is not composed of anyone class in particular, There is nothing in the
name.
.
*
1
roio wf ^1?re 110 gardeners members? I do not think there is a single gardener a member.
^12. n hat is the average age of the members of your Society ? I should say about thirty-live.
591d. Have you many young men ? We have a good few.
'
5914. Hanging from what age ? From eighteen to twenty-six.
o9].5. Have you many over forty ? I do not think there are a dozen over forty
5a™ Jcm a uniform or graduated scale of initiation fee ? We have a graduated scale.
591y. Ion mean payment according to age ? Yes.
-oln‘ 5aV0 5,011 ft S^stem ot' medical examination of candidates for membership ? Yes
r,
}T
ra,^on t0 bo sigued by tlic caudidates ? Yes; there is a written form which has
to be tilled up by the candidate.
I insider Ytm1^111'1
SJstem °f medical examination as it is carried out is sufficient for all purposes ?
5921. Have you never known persons who were not of sound health passed by the doctors and admitted
cases51” ')CrS
" C C°U ^lieVer ^r°T<! it:, bljt we bave bacl Teason to believe that that occurred in one or two
5922. Do you think the questions put by the doctor are sufficiently explicit? If the examination is an
honest one, 1 think they are.
rooa
yu.tblnllt1'?
goes far enough ?r an
In some
some cases
cases jlI ao
do ;not think it does.
KAnvi TV0
tv
j1
j. , umdienl
r examination
i^1.1
, -L*008 the medical man m your Society get a special fee for the examination ? No; the member is
simply put on the doctor’s list.
.
'
5925. Have you known any cases where medical men have refused to pass candidates ?
Yes; our doctor
has refused two or three.
5926. Who is your doctor? Dr. Warren.
eooo m,un"g -your copmetioii with the Foresters, do you remember any case of refusal ? No.
59-8. Then you are of opinion that sufficiently rigid medical examination is made before a candidate'is
SSata01'^t0 enSUre a S°Ciety agftinst fraud ?

1 tbink 01ir doctor doea his dufcT m the examination of

Us^cm contribution, or Ao you approve of a gr.du.tea ™lo?
5030. Making all pay alike ? Yes.
5931. Young and old ? Yes,
S>et?d Ycr011'”1”1'y0m’t0tal payments of 15s- pcr (Iuarter ^cient to ensure full benefits to every
™SS^°n to make which might be of service in future legislation P No
'
things pretty satisfactory ? I am perfectly satisfied.
ihe. ''■ifonnatmn you have given is based on eighteen months’experience ? The
STS moiXofTfr 7 m rther
, T0 have’ as a bod^ bcen four years in existence, and
rAJf
, th ,of tliat tline we have existed under the name of Free Gardeners.
NnW, 0ri" bave you been a member of a Friendly Society ? About eight years
593/. W hile you were a member of the Foresters, did you give the working of the Friendly Societies Act
-qLCTd
0U ‘ ^ ° S1 Sl,pp0f { w.as ca™1f s>llke the majority of the members of Friendly Societies,
bf
mw any C;lleTlt'°n ^ich would enable you to form any opinion as to what should
be the rate of payment to guarantee the benefits that a Friendly Society offers ? I consider 15s per
quarter sufficient for any Lodge. You must remember that we only pay £20 on the death of a member,
and £10 on the death of a member s wife.
■euiui.i,
S; YPT ThT Vktai d0 yQoufo™ that opinion? Well, from the time the Society amalgamated up to
December last I have been Secretary. We have £70 in one fund, and as we get 2s. per quarter from
each member to meet any claims on the other fund, I consider that we are able to pay our way
o940 Have you ever considered the rate of contingent liabilities accruing in connection with each
mem ber ?
o, 1 have not given that matter any consideration.
rood'

bmk.

SS& ta&a SSfiS? ■\™,.th",k * T t"*
5942. At what rate then ?

r«>- ■»■>»« I» J-r to pl.» it in a

About 15s. per member

**■',u “l«“ ™ r”a-

*• ““

5944. Do you think that Government should exercise supervision over the management of these Societies
by hat mg an official auditor ? Well, I don t know. If there are auditors appointed by the Lodge they
me as a rule the best men In our Society the accounts are supposed to be audited by a city auditor or
public accountant, once m five years.
*r
^
’
5945. Then the rules do not leave the auditing to the members of the Society exclusively ? No ■ once in
live years the accounts are publicly audited.
J
'
'
5946. Have you furnished annual returns to the Eegistrar ? Yes.
life' w-Vpeualc °o y0^rr.J'°ige kaT”lt; amalgamated, when was that ? In December, 1S79.
0948, With whom ? With the Free Grardeners,
5949 Then, when the amalgamation took place, did all the members formerly belonging to the original
Society join the other ? YFith the exception of two or three.
g

5950. Any above the age of forty ? Yes.
5951. Many ? All the members of the Lodge who are now over forty.
5952.
Can L>you tell me how many
About
'
^
-J that
— k- .was?
.
j ■
‘-"J CL U eight
•U or ten.
5953. How many amalgamated altogether ? Seventy-four.
5954. What would be about the age of the oldest''member at that timel
Lodge was first formed, I am sorry to say, they took them hi at any a<m,
486—Z
a 0

I could not say.-

When the
6965j
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Mr. G. Lucas. 5955. Wlmt Lodge 1

The No. 1 Total Abstinence Benefit Society.
------*------ 5956. "Was there any initiation fee 1 os.
3 April, 1882. 5957 That-was the only scale 1 The only scale.
.
5958. All parties of any age were admitted upon payment of 5s. 1 Yes, after the first meeting night. A
Mr. Brown started the Lodge.
,
5959. In the new Lodges, have you fixed a scale of initiation fees 1 Yes. Under twenty-five, os.; nndei
thirty-five, 10s. ; under forty, £1.
5960. Do you admit any above the age of forty 1 No.
5961. What amount of funds did those seventy-four members have when they joined the new Order l
Sixty odd pounds.
5962. How many members are there now! 100.
5963. And your funds have increased during the last twelve months only to the extent of £10 . Tliat
is all.
5964. You now have a District of your own ? Yes ; I am District Secretary.
_ _
5965. What is the rate per member of expenditure for management of your District 1 Well, we could
hardly form any idea. The District is only just formed.
_
5966. Have you any expenses in reference to regalia! We have an apron which costs about 2s. Gd.
5967. Is tliis compulsory upon members 1 Yes,
_
5968. Then the only levy you pay is 2s. per quarter per member? If a member dies every member
throughout the Order has to pay some amount to make up the £20 which has to be paid.
5969. Is that in addition to the 15s. per quarter ? Tliat is only a by-law in my Lodge.
5970. How is it your Lodge makes a levy upon its members in tbc event of death—do the other Lodges
do so 1 Right throughout the Order. It is supposed to be paid to the District as a levy, and then returned
to the Lodge in which the death takes place.
5971. I suppose you have received returns to be filled up? I have not; I am not Secretary now.
5972. What salary do you receive as District Secretary 1 £5 5s. a year.
_ _
5973. Mr. Gelding.] Did your Lodge, when it belonged to the Temperance body, make application to any
other Society to take it in ? Yes, the Druids and the Oddfellows.
_
_
5974. What was the reason why the Druids or the Manchester Unity would not take you in? The Druids
wanted more money than we had in hand.
5975. And the Manchester Unity ? I don’t think wc ever got any reason from them.
5976. Did they not tell you that you must have sufficient funds in hand to be equal to what the total
initiation fees wonld be if they were to join the Society? Probably.
5977. And your funds did not amount to anything like that sum? No.
5978. The majority of you were old members and you had very little funds? Yes.
5979. You were called a temperance body? That was only a name.
5980. I understand you to say, in answer to Mr. Newland, that your members pay Is. per week regular
subscription, 2s. per quarter levy to the District Management Fund, and that whenever a death occurs a
special levy is made right throughout the Order to pay the funeral donation ? No. We pay 2s. per quarter
whether there are any deaths or not.
_
_
5981. There is an impression among the members of the Commission that you pay a fixed contribution of
la a week, and a regular levy of 2s. per quarter, and further, that when a death occurs each member of the
Lodge is levied upon in order to pay the funeral expenses ? No, the 2s, per member meets those levies. Inmy Lodge we pay 15s. per quarter, including the regular 2s. levy. In other Lodges the members simply pay
13s. per quarter, and a special levy is made whenever a death occurs. We have only commenced the practice
in our Lodge tliis year.
■
5982. You are District Secretary ? Yes.
'
5983. What is the strength of the other two Lodges? The Waratali Lodge has seventy-seven members,
and the Olive Branch sixty-seven.
5984. Could you give any information in regard to the funds of either of those Branches? I could, but I
have not got it with me now. ■
5985. Have you any Widow and Orphan Fund ? No.
5986. Any Superannuation Fund?. No.
<
5987. Have you ever studied the provisions of the Friendly Societies Act ? No, I do not think I have.
5988. Would you give any expression of opinion whether it would not be beneficial that the Government
should appoint an Actuary, and also a Registrar, who should take upon himself the duties of looking after
these Societies ? It is a matter of indifference to me. I do’nt care how it goes. I consider that if a Lodge is
carried on as it should he-----5989. You consider that you do not want anybody overlooking you? No, I don't mean that.
_
5990. You believe that so long as a Lodge looks after its accounts in a proper manner you do not require a
Registrar of Friendly Societies ? Oh, yes.
5991. Then doyou think that the Government should appoint a gentleman qualified to undertake these
duties, and that the Registrar should be kept for those duties alone? Yes, that is what I mean.
5992. Are the Free Gardeners very strong in Victoria? They have seventeen Lodges.
5993. How many members? I could not tell you from memory, but I could forward the numbers.
5994. Are they very strong in Great Britain ? 1 believe they are very strong in Scotland.
5995. President.] What is the total number of members in the different Lodges, including your own? Irt
one Lodge we have seventy-seven, in another sixty-seven, and 100 in our own.
5996. Then you have nothing further to add to the evidence you have already given, and no suggestion to
make? No.
5997. And as far as your knowledge goes, you are perfectly satisfied with the present Act? Yes.
5998. There is a Lodge called the Thistle Lodge—is that identified with your Society? No, I believe there
was some few years ago ; I don’t think it is in existence now.
"
5999. Mr. Langley.] Do you think it advisable to allow Friendly Societies that have so exhausted their
funds as to go out of compliance with the parent Society to be able to start under a new name for them
selves, and on their own account? No.
■
Mr.
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Mr. Peter Forbes sworn and examined:—
Mr. P.
6000. President.'] "What Society do you represent ? The Loyal Orange Benefit Society of Australasia.
Forbea.
6001. How long has your Society been in existence? Since 1876 ; but it was not a Friendly Society till
1880. These are the amended rules of the Society. (Rules produced.)
3 Apribl8B2.
6002. Registered under the Friendly Societies Act of New South Wales? Tes.
6003. How many members have you? About 330 financial members, and thirty or forty non-financial.
6004. What office do you hold ? Grand Secretary.
0005. How long have you held that office 1 Since the commencement of 1881.
6006. Previous to that, did you hold any office 1 J was Secretary to one of the subordinate Lodges.
6007. How long have you been a member of the Order ? Since 1879.
6008. What is the total amount of funds at the disposal of the various Lodges? That is a matter I have
not taken up.
6009. Have you never taken notice of the Grand Lodge funds? They have a total of £85 Is. Id., at the
end of December last.
'
6010. How is that made up ? By throe distinct funds—the Grand Lodge Contingent Fund, the Funeral
Fund, and the Clearance Fund.
6011. What amount of money stands to the credit of the Funeral Fund ? £68 0s. 2d.
6012. What number of members would be effected by the Funeral Fund? About 300.
6013. Is that the only fund that you have to draw upon to meet the payments that have to be made on the
occasion of the death of a member of tlie Order ? Yes. We have a Contingent Fund, £11 18s. lid., and a
Clearance Fund, £5 2s. Of course we have had only one year's working.
6014. What amount of contributions do your members pay ? 8d. per week is paid by non-medical members,
that is those who do not require medicines and doctor, and Is. or Is. Id. per week by those who require
doctor and medicines.
6015. That is under the new miles ? Yes.
6016. How has the Society been managed during the last twelve months? Our income from all sources is as
follows : We brought forward from 1880 about £16 17s., less £1 ovenlraft on the Treasurer ; contributions,
Funeral Fund, £86 15s. lOd. ; Management Expenses Fund, £63. 18s. 4d. ; Clearance Fund, £5 19s. 6d;
altogether about £176. Our expenses have been: Funeral donations, £30; working expenses, £8 7s. ;
expenses of Grand Lodge, £51 19s. 7d. ; making a total of £91 3s. lid. Deducting that from the income
which I have just mentioned it leaves a balance of £85 Is. Id.
6017. Have you had any deaths in that year ? Two.
6018. What amount has been paid on behalf of the several Lodges for sick pay during the past year? I do
not know.
6019. Do you know the amount paid in your own Lodge? No.
6020. Cannot you tell the amount paid for medical attendance ? No.
6021. I think your Society is somewhat in tlie -nature of a religious Society ? Yes ; we only admit those who
are Protestants.
6022. Is there any money spent in regalia ? That would be from the Grand Lodge only. From the Con
tingent Fund they would have power to pay for regalia,'but they collect no special fund for that.
6023. In the subordinate. Lodges it is provided by the members themselves ? The registered rules will not
allow- any use to be made of the funds in that way. The objects of the Society are, as stated on page 4 of
our rules, “ to raise a fund by entrance fees, and subscriptions of the members, fines, donations, and by
interest on capital, from which shall be paid on the death of a member or member’s wife, to his widow or
children, the administrators, executors, or assigns of such member or his widow, or for the defraying of
the expenses of the burial of a member, a sum of money which he or they may be entitled to by these
rules.
#
#
#
for the relief of members in sickness, and for supplying medical attendance
and medicines to members, their wives and families, and the necessary working expenses of the Society,”
6024. What is the largest number of members you have had at any time ? At the present time we have
the largest number.
6025. What is the limit of age at which you admit members, and the scale of initiation fees according to
age? Forty-five years is the limit of age, and the fees are according to the following scale:—Under 20
years of age, 5s.; 20 to 22, 6s. 6d.; 22 to 25, 8s. Gd. ; 25 to 28, 10s. 6d. ; 28 to 30, 12s. 6d,; 30 to 32,
15s. 6d. ; 32 to 34, ISs. Gd.; 34 to 36, £1 Is. Gd. ; 36 to 38, £1 5s. Gd. ; 38 to 40, £1 10s. ; 40 to 42,
£2 2s. 6d.; 42 to 45, £2 10s. This is laid down for the subordinate Lodges, but they can charge more if
they choose. Besides this, however, subordinate Lodges make a charge on account of the Funeral Fund,
which, in the case of a man forty-five years of age, would really bring the fee up to £3 5s. On page 35 of
our book of rules you will find it stated that there is a Funeral Fund “ established to aid, strengthen,
and unite the subordinate Lodges of the Loyal Orange Benefit Society of Australasia, in assuring members
entitled to receive it tlie sum of £20, payable on the death of a member, and the sum of £10 on the death
of a member's wife.” Among the rules which regulate the fund is the following :—“All new Lodges shall
join this fund, and pay initiation or entrance fees, in respect of the members enrolled, in accordance with
the following scale:—Under 20 years of age, Is.; 20 to 22, Is. 6d. ; 22 to 25, 2s. Gd. ; 25 to 28, os. 6d. ;
28 to 30, 4s. 6d.; 30 to 32, 5s. 6d. ; 32 to 34, 6s. Gd. ; 34 to 36, 7s. 6d.; 36 to 38, 8s. Gd. ; 38 to 40, 10s.;
40 to 42, 12s. 6d.; 42 to 45, 15s.; with a uniform fee of Is. on the registration of a first wife of each
member. But under no circumstances shall any person be registered as a member of this fund whose age
exceeds forty-five years.
6026. Members who do not register in these funds would not participate in these benefits? No.
6027. How many members were initiated last year ? I could not tell you,
6028. Your Society has recently been brought under a proper footing with the Friendly Societies A.ct ?
Yes.
‘

6029. Previously it was only partially a Benefit Society ? Yes ; but it did uot work well at all, and we
were compelled either to abandon the old scheme or reorganize.
6030. Have you many members over forty-five ? I could not tell you.
6031. Then you do not know the average age of the members of your Society ? No.
'
6032. Jfr. Gelding.] There were only two or three strange Lodges that joined this Benefit Society ? No,
not as Lodges; just a few members from one of the Lodges started a Lodge under the now system.
6033,
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0033. Do you think Is. Id. per week a sufficiently high rate of contribution to meet all the liabilities which
the Society incurs ? I think it sufficient where the Lodges are properly conducted, and where they do not
3 A '] 1882 waste their money in regalia or useless expenses.
_
pn, iso .
You have regalia in your Lodge ? Only for the officers; the members find their own.
6035. What do you mean by spending money for regalia ? I mean that money paid into a Lodge for sick
pay should not be used for any other kind of expenditure.
6036. Who pays for the regalia for the officers ? The Lodge? did prior to the adoption of these rules.
6037. Are you*aware of any other Society in which they make such payments out of the Lodge fund ?
Yes, the Sons of Temperance do it.
6038. "What benefits do you propose to pay members ? £20 on the death of a member, and £10 on the
dealh of a member’s wife.
_
6039. Have you any other fund besides the Timeral Fund ? Wo have a Clearance Fund by which members
may be relieved from one District to another, and not be going upon Lodges not responsible for them.
60-10. You have, I think you said, about 300 members ? Yes.
6011. Does each Lodge govern its own affairs ? Each Lodge governs itself, subordinate to the Grand
Lodge.
6012. How is the G rand Lodge constituted? By four members delegated from each Lodge.
6043. Are they paid ? Ho; each delegate pays his own expenses,
6011. You are District Secretary ? Yes.
6045. What salary do you receive ? I received £6 for last year’s services.
6046. Have you any other paid officer ? Yes, the Grand Treasurer.
6017. What salary does he got ? About £3 a year.
.
6018. Does he give a bond ? Yes.
6019. Mr. Nvv;land.~\ According to rule 16, “ Every bond fule member who shall be qualified, as required
by the General Rules and By-laws, shall in case of sickness or disability he entitled to and receive
weekly pecuniary assistance, not exceeding tbc sum of £1 Is., according to the scale of his Lodge, except
it be shown that such sickness or disability has been brought on by improper conduct; nevertheless, a
Lodge may suspend benefits by a two-thirds vote of the members present at a meeting summoned for that
purpose, after four weeks’ notice has been given of such intention, but in no case without proper cause is
shown ; this rule shall not apply to members who shall at such time be entitled to receive sick pay.”
What is the object of such a rule as that ? That is if the fund was insufficient to meet the demands
made upon it, then of course it would become necessary to specially raise funds by contributions or that
a lower scale of benefits should be paid. But that could only be done according to the Friendly Societies
Act by a meeting specially convened for that purpose.
6050. Do you think it wise to have such a provision as tliis ? If members had all been summoned to a
1 meeting they would not vote for the sick pay to be reduced unless it was really necessary.
6051. Do you not think tliat this power might be abused by a few members of a Society endeavouring to get
a vote passed when a man requiring sick pay had perhaps been contributing to the Society for many years'!
If a Lodge got into such a position that it could not continue to offer the same benefits they would have
to do this, but you will notice that the rule itself states that it shall not apply to members who may at the
time be entitled to sick pay.
6052. Would it not be better to have the affairs of a Society put upon a sound basis, so tliat there would be
no necessity for tins'! Of course, but if an epidemic broke out in a District, and a number of deaths took
place in a Lodge, very quickly there would be no alternative but to either suspend the law or raise the
contributions.
6053. Would it not be better to make a special contribution 1 Well, they would have to do either one or the
other. ■ This law is only to meet an extraordinary circumstance.
6054. In rule 27 of the rules to govern the Funeral Fund, it is stated that “The appointed Trustees shall
sign all cheques or orders drawn on the Bank for money, and shall also see that the amount at the Bank
agrees with tlie statement of the Treasurer.” Do they do that! Only if the money should be drawn from
the Bank. They only have the power to sign cheques and draw money from the Bank for that particular
purpose.
6055. Mr. Larujhy^] In the clause in which power is given by a two-thirds vote to suspend benefits without
giving any reason for it, what protection is there ? Ho body of men would suspend tliat unnecessarily.
Tliat would be injurious to themselves.
6056. But in this case there is no provision of that kind 1
It is left to the judgment of the Lodge, Tlie
Grand Lodge gives power to make rules in accordance with its necessities. It would be impossible for the
Grand Lodge to make by-laws for every Lodge.
6057. But as tlie law now stands, a two-thirds majority can carry this suspension ? The law gives that
jiower, but you will not get two men out of every three to agree to suspend the benefits where there is no
necessity for such a course.
.
6058. But there is the authority ? Yes, but the adoption is not forced upon the Lodges, We have a
.
Lodge filled up with men whom we presume have some reasoning power.
6059. The law only requires that there shall be a two-thirds vote, and there need be no reason given. Do
you think it advisable that such a power should be given '( Yes, I think such a power should be given
to a Lodge to exercise under certain circumstances, as for instance, whore an epidemic arises.
6060. Or where in any other case than that which you mention the same power should be given to a Lodge ?
Ho, I don’t think that at alt. Only under special circumstances should that power be exercised.
6061. Mr. Hold?,worth. ] Have you ever read the Friendly Societies Act 1 Yes, but I cannot remember its
particular provisions.
.
6062. Is not tliat clause to which reference has been made copied from the Friendly Societies Act 1 Yes,
I believe so.
6063. Mr. Ahigail.] You have been in existence only twelve or fifteen months? Yes.
6064. You are in no way connected with the Loyal Orange Institution ? Ho; our Society stands aloof
from all.
6065. Was your scale of contributions arrived at upon any actuarial calculations ? When the Committee
were revising the rules they came to the decision that it would not be wise to register any particular amount
of contributions, because the amount necessary for the country Lodges varied so much that it could not
•
he
Mr.
P. Forbes.
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be uniformly fised. It wag calculated tliat about Scl. per week would meet the necessary expenses in the
working of a Lodge, and that tliat amount should be enlarged to Is. Id. for members requiring doctor and
medicines
.
.
„ w
'
3^11/1882.
G06G. Did you have the a-sBista-nce of an actuary ? JSo,
^
6067. Are you of opinion that the Government should exercise close supervision over the working of
Lriendly Societies? I thought that that was done.
'
6063. lint I mean by the Government appointing an auditor to investigate the accounts r I would not
like to answer that question without consideration. As the representative of the Society, what I say
would be taken as on behalf of the Society.
_
GOOD. I am asking you now to give an opinion based upon some fifteen months’ experience of this Society’s
working, and your general knowledge and experience as a member of other Societies ? "Well. 1 think it
would be a very good thing if the Government were to undertake the examination of the accounts. 1
speak, of course, only individually.
_
6070. Have you studied the "Friendly Societies Act sufficiently close to enable you to say whether it
answers all the purposes it was passed for ? I would not like to give an opinion upon that.
607 L I ask you for your individual opinion ? I have not found any difficulty.
6072. Have you had any occasion to visit the Registrar in connection with disputes, or anything of
that kind ? Only mere squabbles.
6073. No dispute of importance has arisen in your Society ? Not as yet.

FRIDAY, Id APRIL, 1882.
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Mr. Robert Dixson Sippe sworn and examined:—
11
■
.
.
jfo.
0074. Ir/ildWhat Society do you represent ? Wesleyan or Protestant Union Benefit Society. .
B, D. Sippo.
0075. What office do you bold ? Secretary.
6070. How long have you held that office ? Five and a half years.
14,April,]882.
6077. How long have you been a member of the Society ? Seventeen years.
6078. Have you previously held any other office ?
I occupied the position of auditor for several years,
and I was once President one year.
6070. What number of members have you in connection with the Society ? A.t present we have 136.
COSO. Have you at any time during your experience had a larger number? No.
6081. What amount of accumulated funds have you? £2,118 2s. Cd. I have furnished the Commission
with a return embodying all that information.
6082. How are your funds invested ? In the Savings Bank. The whole of the amount, with the exception
of £6 which is in the hands of the Treasurer, is invested in the Bank at 5 per cent, interest. We have a
mortgage of £800 on a house in Crown-street.
‘
6083. That is a portion of this £2,000 and odd ? Yes.
6084. Is the money invested in the names of Trustees?
In tlie names of two Trustees and the
Treasurer.
'
6085. What was the total amount of contributions received during the year? Our year ended on the
21st October ; our receipts from contributions, Ac., amounted to £301 8s.
0086. Does that include eoutributions only or the whole of your income ? The whole of our income,
with the exception of interest,
6087. What amount did you receive on account of interest ? £74 15s. lOd.
6088. What was the total amount of your expenditure for sick pay, medical attendance, &c. ? The whole
amount was £315 17s. 8d. ■
”
6089. So that if it had not been for the interest accruing your income would not have been equal to your
expenditure? Not by £14.
"
0090. Was last year an exceptionally heavy year ? The previous year we had nothing to pay for funeral
allowance, and last year wo had to pay £35.
6091. What were your receipts and expenditure last year ? Our receipts included a balance in hand of
£1,947 6s. 2d,; contributions, fines, <tc., gave a total of £301 8s.: interest on deposit in Bank of New
South Wales, on £1,755 5s., from September 30th to December 20th, 18S0, £23 3s.; interest on deposit
in Savings Bank of £1,910 7s. 6d,, to September 30th, 1SS1, £49 2s. lOd.; interest on current account
in Savings Bank to September 30th, 1881, £2 10s.; total from interest, £74 15s. lOd. Our expenditure
included—funeral allowance, £35; sick allowance. £58 16s. 8d.; superannuation allowance, £26 ; medical
attendance, £93 8s.; druggist’s account, £52 8s. 6d.; Secretary’s allowance, £30; Treasurer’s allowance,
£5; Treasurer's bond, £1; rent of room, £4 Us. Gd.; advertising hi Advocate, £1 10s.; advertising,
doctors, &c., £1 3s.: balance-sheets and planting, £4 Gs.; stamps and stationery, £2 14s.; total, £315
17s. 8d. The assets of the Society consist of a cash balance in hand of £2,007 12s. 4d.; and arrears of
contributions, £42 8s.; making a total of £2,050 0s. 4d.
0092. What amount has your Society paid during the past five years on account of sick pay ? £330 10s.
6093. And how much on account of funeral donations in that time ? £297 10s.
6094. What has been the cost of doctor and chemist during the past five years ? The doctor has cost
£501 13s. 3d., and the chemist £270 10s. 6d.
0095, W hat has been the cost of management during that period, exclusive of the cost of medicine and.
doctor ? £261 14s. lOd.
6096. Have you any regalia? No.
0097.
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C097, What contributions do your members pay per month ?
-TC' Ihjhppe. dgath 0f a member’s wife, and 2s. on the death of a member.

3s. Gd, per month, with a levy of Is, on the
-

liiTrU1882
benefits do the members receive ? £1 per week during the first six months ofsickness,
l1 1
' and 10s. per week during the second six months. If the member continues sick beyond that period, he
receives a superannuation allowance of os. per week for life, or for as long as he remains sick.
G099. What is the funeral donation ? It is provided by our rules that upon, the death of anymember of
the Society, his widow, executor (if any), or nearest surviving relative shall be entitled to receive from the
funds funeral allowance in accordance with the following scale, viz.:—If he die in any year from after the
first year’s membership to ten years, £20 ; from wdthin ten and fifteen years, £25 ; from within fifteen
and twenty years, £30; and from over twenty years, £35, always provided the deceased has been a
member for twelve months. After the expiration of twelve months from the date of his entrance, a
member of the Society is entitled to receive funeral allowance on the death of his wife in accordance with
the following scale :—If she dies in any year after tlie first year of membership within ten years, £10; if
from within ten years and fifteen, £12 10s.; if from within fifteen years and twenty, £15 ; and if over
,k
twenty years’ membership, £17 10s., which shall be applied to tlie purposes of decent interment, &e. It
is always provided that if the accumulated funds of the Society should at any time be reduced to less than
eight hundred pounds (£800) the funeral allowance shall not exceed in any case £20 on the death of a
■ member, or £l0 on the death of a member’s wife.
G100. Have you many old members in your Society ? I think we have about forty. We have some who
have been members for twenty and twenty-five years,
6101. Would they average fifty or sixty years of age ? They would average fifty years.
.
6102. What would be the general average, taking the whole of the members ? 1 should think forty years
would he the average.
6103. Are you of opinion that 3s. 6d. per month, with the number of advanced lives that you speak of,
is sufficient to ensure the due payment to the members of your Society of the benefits which you
promised? We have always been able to do so. We have had under our consideration the proposal
to do away with the superannuation allowance, but wc did not do it, as we found our funds increasing
year by year.
6104. Have you, during your long experience of the working of your Society, found any inconvenience
from the operations of the present Friendly Societies Act ? None at all.
6105. Have you observed any way in which it might he amended with advantage to the Societies ? No, I
have not.
6106. Have you any suggestions to make in that direction? No, I have not.
6107. How do you settle matters of dispute ? At Committee meetings, If the disputants will not
accept the Committee’s decision, the matter is referred to arbitration, but 1 have never known of such a
ease.
6108. Tour Society has never, in your opinion, been in any other than a good financial position ?. No.
6109. What is the largest amount of funds you have had. to your credit? Wc have now the largest
amount we have ever had.
■
6110. How long has your Society been in existence ? Thirty-six years,
6111. Mr. Langley^] In future legislation, do you not think it would he advisable to have the rate fixed
definitely, instead of making levies ? Well, a great many of the members object to pay the levies. I
would rather it remain as it is myself.
6112. Do you not think that it would be more fair that members generally should know exactly what
they would have to pay, instead of having these levies made from time to time ? Of course members are
supposed to read the rules before they join the Society, so that they can know before hand what they will
be expected to pay.
’
6113. Is there anything in your rules stating what the levies shall be ? Test; they are fixed at 2s. and Is.
respectively.
6114. Mr. Rubied] Would you be in favour of periodical audits by some competent authority outside the
Society ? I think every three years would be sufficient. To have such an examination every year would
he very expensive.
“
6115. Ton have had no defalcations in your Society ? No.
6116. And you have no Superannuation Fund ? No ; we have one fund for all purposes, and out of that
we pay, in certain eases, a superannuation fee of 5s. per week for life.
6117. Do you not think that a calculation should be made to make these funds have a separate and welldefined basis, instead of leaving them so that levies have to be made now and then when your funds run
low ? But we do not depend upon the funds running low. There is a fixed levy, unless the fund runs
below £100.
6118. You would rather have practically a fixed rate than place your funds on a basis, by actuarial
calculation, ia which each man should pay according to his age ? I think so. 1 think it would he
advisable to leave it as it is.
6119. Mr. Newland.'] Do I understand that you are not in favour of a graduated scale of contributions ?
I am in favour of the present system in our Society—that is, a fixed rate.
.
6120. And yon are not in favour of a graduated scale ? No.
6121. Mr. Slade.] Have you ever tried any tables of graduated payments for admission? No, I have not.
6122. Is there any particular age at which you have noticed members of your Society fall sick more than
at any other age ? No.
6123. Have you noticed any particular age at which they die ? Well, we have had deaths in our Society
at various ages, between sixty and forty.
6124. Have you ever struck an average with the object of finding the ago at which deaths are most
frequent? No.
6125. Have any of your members done so ? No.
6126. What is the average rate of sickness per member in your Society. I could tell by the balancesheet, but it would take some time to do it. I think last year it was about 260 clays for the whole of the
members, which would bo hardly two days per member,
6127. You say you have a kind of Superannuation Fund—I presume that after a sick member has received
SO many weeks side pay he is put on the superannuation list ? Yes.
'

t

'
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Mr.
6128. When they accept the 5s. per week, are they relieved of any further payment to the Society ? Yes.
R. D. Sippe.
They get all the benefits of membership without further contribution.
6123, Do they receive the benefits of doctor and medicine, and funeral allowance upon death ? Yes.
14 April, 1882.
6180. Have you any Widow and Orphan Fund ? Ho. We tried twice to establish such a fund, but the

members did not seem to care about it.
__
6131. Do you find any difficulty in sending ip the present form of return to the Registrar ? No.
6132. What is your opinion as to the efficiency of the present method of sending in returns—I mean does
the form impress yon as embodying all the information that you think necessary ? I think it does. ^ 1 do
not think it could be better than it is. I think that this year they have made it a little better than it was
last year.
6133. Then do you not think it could be further improved ? I bave not thought much about the matter,
but I think the present form is pretty clear.
__
6i3d:. Have yon any fault to find with the present Act—does it oppress you in any way ? No.
6135. Has anything come under your notice which would render a new Act or further legislation necessary?
Nothing in connection with our Society.
6136. Mr. Abigail^ How many members have you admitted during the past year ? Seven.
6137. As a rule, do all the members of your Society lake advantage of all the benefits whenever they are
entitled to them ? As a rule they do.
•
6138. Are there any who do not ? There are a few.
_
6139. You have 136 members, with an average age of forty—have you ever made any calculation as to
the contingent liabilities of your Society ? No.
6140. Have yon ever been under the necessity of going to the Registrar for any matter in connection with
your Society? No.
6141. Have jrou given the provisions of the Friendly Societies Act much consideration? Yes, I have
read tlie Act, and I understand it pretty thoroughly.
6142. Are you of opinion that the Government should exercise a more efficient supervision over the
operations of the Friendly Societies than they do at present ? Yes, I dare say it would be some advantage
if they would exercise greater supervision than at present.
6143. Do you think it would be of advantage to the Societies ? It would not be to us, but it might be
to others.
6144. Having such a large fund you consider that your Society is tolerably safe ? Yes.
6145. Are you adding to your fund year by year? Yes.
6146. Did you add anything last year ? Only £14 last year.
6147. Then the contributions did uot meet the liabilities ? No.
6148. Then, as a matter of fact, if you did not have this large fund you would be going to leeward ? If it
was not for the large fund no doubt it would just about square matters, but then we have had just the
same rules from the beginning, and under these rules the funds have increased.
6149. Do you consider that a tabulated statement should be prepared and published by Government in
reference to each Society throughout the Colony ? I think it would be a very good thing.
6150. Do you not consider that the Registrar should strictly enforce the penalties against defaulting
Societies as stated in the Act ? I think it would be to the benefit of the Societies if those penalties were
enforced.
6151. You think the enforcement of the penalties would keep them up to the mark ? I. think so.
6152. Mr. Smith.'] Have you many members in arrears? 1 tbink that at the present time we have
thirty-four,
6153. Have you expelled any of your members? One.
6154. Have you taken action against any of tlie defaulting members to recover the money ? No; we
have let them fall out of the Society, or'have succeeded iu getting the money from them by other means.
6155. But in cases where you have not succeeded in getting the money, have you allowed them to fall
out P "Well, I think there has been only one case.
6156. Do you approve of that portion of the Act which gives a Society power to summon its members ?
I think it is a very proper provision.
_
6157. Have you ever exercised that power in this Society ? No.
6158. Notwithstanding tlie large number that you have in arrears you have never exercised this power ?
'Well, when they are over six months in arrears they have to pay or fall out of the Society.
6159. President.] I understand that you have no suggestions to make ? I have none.

Mr’. George H. Green sworn and examined:—
6160. President.] What Society do you represent ? The Sydney Marine Benefit Society.
Mr.
6161. How long have you been a member ? From the first—about nine years.
&. H. Green.
6162. What office do you hold ? I have beeu Secretary ever since the first formation of the Society.
/■—,
6163. How many members have you in connection with the Society? About 370 or 380 financial 1*AI,r,ljl882‘
members.
6164. What were yonr to I n! receipts from all sources during last year ? I do not remember.
6165. Can you tell us from any papers that you have with you? 1 think I could from the balance-sheet.
According to that document the initiation fees for 1881 were £24, and the contributions £939 8s. 6d,
Then we have accouchement fees, £31 Is., books of rule 17s., and rent of cottages, £33.
6166. Is that some of the property that you have sold ? Yes.
*
6167. What did the property realize ? £3,000, but then there were expenses which reduced itto £2,919 15s.
6168. What was paid on account of sick pay ? £477 9s.
6169. What was paid on account of funeral donations? £108 19s.
6170. What was paid on account of doctor and chemist? £379 (.'s. 6d. Then there was the Secretary's
salary, £136 10s., and the salary of tho other officers, £89 15s.
GT7L What salary does the Secretary get ? 1 find an office and I get £2 2s. per week.
.
6172. What is the amount that has been paid daring the year for printing and advertising? £7 0s. 2J.
6173. Have vou any rent to pay ? Yes. The rent of the hall where we hold our meetings is £S a year.
'
'
6174.
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Mr.
G174. What is your total expeDditure ? Well, we have the income and expenditure made up in connection
G-. H. Green. with different funds—the Sick and Funeral Fund, the Contingent Fund, and the investments in connection
lAApril, 1882.

with both those funds.
6175. Take the sick and funeral, and give the complete income a.nd expenditure? According to the
balance-sheet which is made up for the year ended 31st December, 1881, the expenditure on account of the
Sick and Funeral Fund was
Sick pay, £'4.77 9s.; funeral foliations, £108 19s.; Secretary's salary and
rent of office, £136 10s.; salary to other officers, £39 15s.; doctor’s and chemist's fees, £379 6s. 6d.;
stationery, advertising, and printing, £7 Os. 2d.; Sydney Infirmary, £10; City rates and repairing
cottages, £5 Os. 4d.; members1 arrears voted, 12s.; rules and registering of rules, £11 Is.; rent of
Society’s ball, £8 ; property sold, valued at £2,000; Auditor’s fees, £1 5s.; credit balance, £861 10s. 3d.;
total, £4,046 8s. 3d. Against this tho income was as follows:—Initiation fees, £24; contributions,,
£939 Ss. Od.; accouchement fees, £31 Is.; books of rules, 17s.; pence cards, £1 9s. 3d.; from rent of
cottages, £33; doctor’s and chemist’s fees, £4 5s. Cd. ; property sold, net, £2,919 15s.; interest
£92 12s, Showing a debit balance, irrespective of property, of £58 4s. 9d.
6176. But in this you include the property ? Yes ; wc bad a property valued, as I have stated, at £2,000.
We make up the total expenditure by including in that expenditure thisproperty worth £2,000. It leaves
a debit balance under this fund of £58.
6177. That is taking out tho sale of the property ? Yes.
6178. What did this property originally cost the Society ? £825, or, with expenses, about £830.
6179. And it was sold for £3,000 ? Yes, less £75 commission and the lawyer’s fees.
6180. How is the money that has been realized in this way invested ? In the Savings Bank of Hew
South Wales.
6181. Bearing interest ? Yes, at 5 per cent.
6182. Then you have a Contingent Fund;—how is that subscribed for ? Each member pays Is. per
quarter.
6133. Is it compulsory upon the members to pay that ? Every member must pay Is. per quarter.
6181. What is your income and expenditure on account of that fund ? The expenditure on account of
the Contingent Fund was :—Demonstraiion, January 1st, 1881, £99 10s. lOd.; design of Hall, and other
expenses connected, £7 7s. ; distress gifts, £10 10s. ; wreck gratuity, £3 ; lent to member, £1 os. ; due
to a sick member, £3 5s. 6d.; lent to Demonstration Committee, £20; emblems, insignia of offices, £l7 3s.;
Society’s scarfs, £167 19s,; advertising, 13s.; balance credit, £126 4s. Id. ; total, £456 17s. 54. The
income for the year on account of this fund was :—Demonstration, 1881, £146 8s.; contributions, £74
ISs.; received for scarfs, £31 5s. Gd.; banked for a sick member, £3 5s. Gd.; lent money returned, 10s. ;
fines, £2 9s. 6d,; good debts, scarfs, emblems, and rules, £183 16s, Cd.; interest, £14 4s. 5d.; total,
£456 17s. 5d.
6185. The invcsiinents on account of the Sick and Funeral Fund are:—Savings Bank of Hew South
Wales, £3,542 19s., and in Treasurer’s hand, 9s. The investments on account of the Contiogent Fund
are:—Savings Bank of Hew South Wales, £175 9s. 8d.; in Treasurer's hand, £9 2s.; good debts, scarfs,
rules, and emblems, £183 16s. 6d.; furniture, banner, &c., £50; bringing the total investments np to
£3,961 16s. 2d.
6186. Then you have a credit balance of £126 to your Contingent Fund ? Yes. Our total credit balance ia
£987 14a. 4d.; and tbc credit balance, irrespective of property, is £58 4s. 9d.
6187. To what is this Contingent Fund applied ? Well, it is applied to different puiposes now, but it was
intended for cases of distress, and shipwreck gifts, and picnics and regalia. The other fund we never touch
for such puiposes.
6188. What contributions do your members pay 1 Is. per week.
6189. What benefits do they receive 1 ' The rules provide that “All membere of the Society shall at the
expiration of twelve months from the date of entrance (and who have not been unfinaneial during that
time) be entitled to and receive in case of sickness the following benefits :—£1 Is. per week for the first six
months, and 10s. 6d. per week for the next six months of such illness, and at the expiration of that time
(the member having received the aforesaid benefits) the Society shall deal with his case as they deem
necessary. Upon the death of any member who has been fully twelve months in the Society, and whose
arrears have at no one time amounted to over 14s. during the fourteen weeks previous to his decease, there
shall be paid to his widow, child (if of age), executors, or administrators, the sum of £20 as a funeral
donation. Any member who has been fully twelve months in the Society, and who has not been in arrears
over fourteen weeks, for fourteen weeks previous to the death of his wife, shall, on her decease, receive the
sum of £10 as a funeral donation,”
6190. Do they get a doctor and chemist ? Yes.
6191. What amount of arrears is sufficient to disqualify members from the benefits you have mentioned'?
Eules 53 and 54 provide that 11 Any member allowing his arrears to exceed 14s. shall be unfinaneial, and
not entitled to any benefits of the Society; he shall have no vote or voice in the Society’s proceedings, unless
satisfactory reasons for allowing his arrears to exceed that amount are given to the Society, and accepted as
satisfactory, in meeting assembled”; and that “Any member allowing his contributions to exceed 52s., the
Society (by ballot), at a regular meeting, shall have power to expel him, and, if expelled, he shall not lie
eligible for re-membership until the expiration of six months from tlie date of expulsion.” If a member is
out of the Colony when his subscription falls into arrears the rules would not he enforced in this respect as
they would be if he were in any part of the Colony.
6192. Do you have a medical examination of the persons seeking admission ? Yes.
6193. Doyou believe that those examinations are full and satisfactory? Tlie doctors, so far as I know,
have been pretty correct
6194. Has there been any number of persons refused admission on the grounds that they were of unsound
health 1 Many have been refused.
6195. Do you believe that Is. per week is sufficient to ensure all the benefits that your Society promises?
I think so. Our benefits are not so great as those of many Societies. I have no doubt that our Society,
with its accumulated capital and a small weekly subscription, would be able to meet its liabilities.
6196. What is the value of your Contingent Fund that you speak of? The value stated in the balancesheet is £456 17a 5d., but that is not all money vet.
6197. In what form is it then? A considerable portion of it is regalia,
6198. Is the sum you have mentioned the total value ? Yes.
6199,
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6199. Then if the purchase of landed property that you speak of had not turned out a good investment
your Society’s position "would have been very different to-day 1 Tliat is perfectly correct.
6200. If our contributions and income from all ordinary sources "would not have been sufficient! "Well, not■withstanding the sale of the property we would have hold our position. "We would still have had a balance
to our credit,
6201. ^ Have you found any inconvenience in tho working of your Society ? Not tho slightest. We settle
our disputes with the aid of the Itegistrar of Friendly Societies, and wc have always found him settle them
satisfactorily. Sometimes the Society has lost, but it has been through the Society’s own fault.
6202. Then whenever you have gone to tlie Eegistrar you have received perfect satisfaction! Yes.
6203. And you have no improvements in the present system to suggest! No.
6204 You have put in a balance-sheet showing your income and expenditure during the last five vears!
Yes.
'
6205. Mr. Smith.] The operations of your Society are entirely restricted to seafaring men, are they not!
Yes.
6206. A great percentage of your members would he unmarried men 1 I think that over half our members
are married men, but most of them were single when they joined the Society.
6207. Then the claims upon your Society for medical benefits would not be so great, seeing that half
your members arc unmarried, as they would be upon other Societies ?Certainly, that is
where we save a
great deal.
6208. That is one strong point in your Society? It is.
6209. Have you had many ot your members leave the Society ? Very many in the first year. The next
year we kept our own. Most of the members wo lost tbe first year were single members. We had many
eases of seamen going away and never coming back again. That is another strong point. Some of them
just pay their initiation fee and a few weeks’ contributions, then go away, and never come back again.
However, during the last six or seven years we have pretty well kept our own in point of numbers.
■
6210. Ho you lose many members in the way you speak of? Not at the present time.
6211. Then that state of things did not continue lor more than three or four years ? No ; we lost most
of tbe members during the first two or three years.- We have, however, lost a good many in that way ;
hut most of those who join us now are settled down in Sydney.
"
6212. They are seafaring men engaged on the coast ? Yes.
6213. Then, in tho early history of your Society, you made a considerable amount of money from the fact
that a large number of your members left the Society? Yes,
6214. Have you any difficulty in working rule 70? Not at tlie present time ; wre did have.
6215. Is it still working in tbe same way ? In the same way. These are new rules.
6216. So that all the rights and privileges that would accrue to one of your members under this rule
are now given without difficulty ? Without the least difficulty.
0217. Have you taken any cases to Mr. Oliver for his advice or decision? Three or four. We have
frequently gone to him for advice. I think there was only one real ease of dispute where he had to'be
paid for his trouble.
6218. If a member has a dispute, and is not satisfied with the Society’s decision, you invariably refer him
to Mr. Oliver? Yes.
.
J
J
6219. Have you had many cases of that kind ? Only four or five.
6220. Have the members been satisfied with the decision ? So far as I know.
6221. AVbat charge was made ? In the case of a dispute about a person receiving a funeral donation we
paid Mr. Oliver £2.. He went to a great deal of trouble and made that charge.' That was, I think, the
only case.
'
622-2. In whose interest was Mr, Oliver called in? In the member’s interest.
6223. Was tho member charged with Mr. Oliver’s fee ? No, the Society paid the foe.
6224. You have had a number of demonstrations and picnics in connection with your Society ? Yes. '
6225. Have you lost by them ? We have made a considerable amount by them.
6226. In every case ? In two cases out of nine we have lost.
'
6227. Then on the whole you have been successful so far as those demonstrations were concerned ? Yery
successful.
'
'
J
6228. Is the money thus made placed to the credit of this Contingent Fund ? Yes.
6229. No portion of the contribution of Is, per member per week is in any way touched for this purpose ?
6230. How is your Contingent Fund made np—by gifts? Principally by the contribution of Is. per
quarter from each member.
■
r
6231. But apart from that, do you never receive gifts or donations from persona or from shipping
companies ? No. We never received a farthing in that way,
°
6232. Mr. Subic.’] You have got a very large fund in hand, I believe ? Yes.
‘
6233. What would it average per member supposing that yon had a dissolution ? I never made that
calculation. I have already given the amount of the fund, and there are about 369 members, so that the
calculation could be easily made.
6234. What is the amount of the funds in the total ? £3,96116s. 2d.
.
6235. I see you have a provision in one of your rules that if the funds go below £500 you can make a
levy to bring the funds up to that amount again. I refer to rule 51, which provides that “ If at any time
tlie lands ol this Society shall fall below £500, it shall be in the power of any regular meeting to make a
levy to meet any deaths, until the funds increase above £500”? Certainly we could make a levy for
paying funeral donations until tbe fund was again brought up to £500.
6236. Have you had much difficulty with members going on tbe funds and remaining on them, or, as it is
generally called, malingering ? No, wo have had very little difficulty in that way. I do not think we have
been imposed upon greatly.
■
6237. Has anything occurred to yon to suggest with a view to future legislation on the subject of these
Friendly bociebes ? There is nothing that I have thought of, except that the doctors should be made a
little more strict,
6238. Would you he in favour of punishing a person criminally for taking the funds, or simply deprive him
ot all benefits. .1. could not answer that question. It would be impossible for me to know whether a man
was sick or not.
■
noon
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8239. But you have some governing liody to determine the question P
H'A _eP| trying to scheme on the funds we would go to the medical man.
14AiL 1882

■-

Of course, if we found a man

And you -would act on his report ? Yes.
6241. If the medical man reported that the member was scheming, what would you do ? I would strike
him off the sick pay.
6242. Do you think that that would be sufficient punishment ? In some cases it would not be sufficient
punishment, but in others it might.
6243. 'Would you be in favour of expelling such a person as that? If it was a flagrant case, I think I
would.
6244. Mr. Slade.~\ It is provided in your Society that in cases of dispute between a member and the Society
the member shall choose whether he refers the dispute to a Committee of the Society or the Eegistrar.
Buie 55 says :—“If any dispute shall arise between any member, or persons claiming through or under a
member, or under the rules of the Society of whatsoever kind, shall be referred to the Committee of
Management, or otherwise to the Eegistrar of Friendly Societies; the complainant to have the option of
choice by which his or her dispute shall he decided, and the decision so made by the Committee or
Eegistrar (whichever decides the dispute) shall be binding and conclusive on all parties without appeal.”
Have you ever had occasion to use that rule ? On one occasion, hut wc have gone to the Eegistrar
voluntarily several times.
6245. Do you not think that it would he better, instead of appealing to the Eegistrar, to have an Arbitra
tion Board consisting of one or more members chosen from several Societies, and to be the final board of
arbitration, and thereby prevent Society disputes being dragged before the law courts ? I believe it
would be a capital plan.
6246. Mr, Abigail^ I find from this balance-sheet that in 1877 your gain was £9 19s. 8d, and in 1878,
it was £10 and some few shillings, but in 1879 there was a loss of £32 9s. lOd. Are you aware of that
fact? Yes ; I could not say exactly from memory whether you have got the two funds together or not.
6247. In 1879 you lost more than you had gained iu the two previous years ? Yes, hut at the present time
we have taken a good deal of expenditure out of the Main lAind and put it on the Contingent Fund.
6248. In 1881,1 find that your expenditure proper under the Sick and Funeral Fund was £1,183 13s.,
and your receipts for the same year under tho Sick and Funeral Fund were £1,034 Is. 3d., showing aloss
on that fund in one year of £149 12s. Are you aware of that fact: have you looked at this balancesheet to see if it was so P I could not say without examining the accounts again.
6249. If that he true, do you think, in view of an actual loss, that the Is. per week is sufficient to secure to
your members the benefits that you promise under your rules ? I imagine so. You can hardly judge by
the accounts for one year only.
6250. Taking 1879 and 1880, your loss amounts to over £180, and that ought to be sufficient to enable yon
to come to a conclusion, whether Is. per week is sufficient to meet the legitimate expenditure of your
Society. If you had not had that property, and the profits arising from its sale, what would the position of
your Society have been 1 If we take tho two funds together wo have got a credit balance for the whole
period. We could take from the Contingent Fund at any time if it had happened to be necessary, and thus
relieve the Main Fund.
6251. But apart from the interest you receive, what would be tho financial position of your Society ? Apart
from the interest, I am suspicious that the funds would not bear the demands made upon them, because we
have more liabilities than any other Society in Hew South Wales.
6252. Then you do not believe that apart from tho interest the contribution of Is. per week per member
would be sufficient to guarantee the large benefits which your Society promises ? I do not believe it wonld.
6253. I see you pay your Secretary £136 10s. ? That includes rent of office.
6254. Arc you of opinion that the supervision exercised at present by the Government over the Friendly
Societies is sufficient 1 I have not given tliat matter consideration.
6255. Do you believe that the Government should enforce sending in correct annual returns by the
Societies ? I understood that that was always done.
6256. Has your Society always done it 1 Every year,
6257. Have you sent in quinquennial returns 1 Ho, we have not done that.
6258. You never get returns from the Eegistrar? Ho.
6259. How is the audit carried out in your Society ? Three members are elected.
6260. You never have a public accountant? No.
6261. Have the audits been found to be substantially correct ? There might be a little discrepancy now
and then, a few shillings, but nothing more.
6262. Have any of your officers at any time misappropriated funds 1 Never.

Mr. Otto Murer sworn and examined :—
Mr. O.Murer. 6263. President.] What Society do you represent ? The German Benefit Association.
/■—6264. How long has your Society been in existence? About thirty years—since 1853.
14April,1882. 62 6 5. How long have you been a member? Fourteen years.
■
6266. What offices have you held 1 I have been on the Committee from time to time, and I have been
Secretary since February last.
6267. How many members have you 1 115 at present
6268. Have you ever had a larger number of members? Five or six years ago we had a larger number, as
’
many as 160.
6269. Have you admitted many members during the past year? Not more than five or six.
6270. What is the total value of your accumulated funds? We have about £1,300 in the Bank. There
is the value of some furniture as well.
6271. What money is in the Savings Bank ?
It is in the Bank of Hew South Wales, part being current
account and part on fixed deposit.
6272. What amount of money did you receive last year in subscriptions ? During tlie first half of the year
we received £241, and during the second half £198 15s.
6273. What was paid in sick pay during the year? £86.
■
6274. What on account of funeral donations during the whole year ? £34 12s. Cd.
6275,
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Mr. O, Murer,
6275. What on account of doctor? £115 10s.
6276. What on account of chemist? £80 12s. 2d.
14 April, 1882.
6277. What was your total expenditure ? £179 for the half-year.
6278. You have supplied the Commission with a return showing your receipts and expenditure during tho
past five years ? Yes.
6279. What contributions do your members pay ? Is. per member is paid by each member, except
when a death occurs, and then each member pays 6d. per week extra.
6280. Only in case of the death of a member ? Yes. The rules state:—“ The Society pays for the
funeral of a member who has paid six months’ subscription, and also for that of his wife and children.
The widow of a-deceased member, provided that the latter has paid twelve months’ subscription, receives
the sum of £20, whicli expenditure shall be met by an extra weekly fee of Gd. from each member for
three months. Members having belonged uninterruptedly twenty years to the Society are free from the
above extra weekly fee of 6d.; and the widows or children of deceased members who have belonged
uninterruptedly twenty-five years to the Society receive au assistance of £25."
6281. You have no branch Lodges ? No.
6282. Your members are mostly Germans ? All Germans, except a few natives of German parentage.
6283. Are you registered under the Friendly Societies Act ? Yes,
6284. Do all your members have to pass a medical examination before they are admitted ? Yes.
6285. Do you believe your medical oflicers make a sufficiently strict examination ? X have never heard
any complaint.
6286. What is the average age of your members? Ranging from thirty-eight to forty; that would be
the average. "We do not admit anybody over forty-five.
6287. Have you many members over forty-five ? Yes, among the old members; there are about a dozen
of them, I think. Some of them have been members for twenty years, and there are some among them
who oveu started the Society.
6288. Do you believe that a subscription of Is. per week is sufficient? Yes; we find we can work very
well on that amount.
6289. Have you found the existing Friendly Societies Act afforded all the necessary protection in carrying
on your Society ? I never heard any complaint.
6290. Have.you anything to suggest in regard to future legislation? We find the present Act works
pretty fairly. I put the matter before the Committee at the last meeting with a view to my examination
here to-day and it was considered that there were no suggestions that our Society could make.
6291. Your Society would not permit any other person than a German or a person of German extraction
to become a member ? Yes, certainly we would; but all members must submit to the rule that “tho
German language alone shall at all periods, now and to come, he used at the meetings. All minutes
(protocols), speeches, discussions, &c., must he made in tliat language, and proposals or petitions in any
other language can receive no attention,”
6292. Mr. Smithy Have you had many disputes in your Society ? I do not remember one, beyond an
occasional grumble at the payment of the levy of tlie 6d.
6293. Many of your members have left the Society? Of course, some of them have died or gone away.
6294. That was in the early history of the Society that you lost so many members ? We have lost not
more than four or five during the last two years.
6295. You are not connected with any Association in Germany ? No, we are quite independent.
6290. Members who marry after their admission into the Society have to pay an additional fee ? The reason
for that rule I could never make out, except that if a member gets married he may have a family, and so
the chemist is under no fixed contract. A single member is not so likely to require medicine as a member
with a family.
6297. Then you have no fixed contract with your chemist? No ; the chemist simply charges for all tho
medicine which he supplies to members and deducts 33 per cent, from the gross amount.
Wo
find that it works much better than the other system, and ensures the members receiving a better quality
of medicine. Under tlie contract system the chemists supplied just as little as they could. The medicine
account now comes to really less than under the fixed contract and we have no complaints about the
inferior quality of the medicine.
6298. Mr. Abigail.] You think Is. a week for each member is sufficient to meet all the legitimate expendi
ture of your Society ? Yes.
6299. I find from the return which yon have furnished for the last five years that your income has been
£2,453 13s., aud your expenditure £2,355 12s. 7d., leaving a credit balance of £98. Do you think a gain
of £98 during five years is sufficient to meet the accruing liabilities of your Society ? We have hitherto
found that the present payment of Is. was sufficient to make both ends meet, because whenever there has
been any extra expenditure, such as the death of a member, it has been defrayed by the extra levy. It
was suggested some time ago that the weekly contribution should be raised and the 6d, levy done away
with altogether, but the members preferred to take their chance of having to pay an occasional extra 6d.
per week than to pay a fixed contribution of 15d. per week.
6300. During the last jrear your loss was £35, do you know that ? At times we have had a heavy loss, and
at other times we have had a considerable gain. If there is any deficiency at any time it is only through an
unusual number of deaths. For instance, we have had three deaths in one half-year, and that was some
thing unusual. Of course that would swell the expenditure compared with the income. For years we
had no deaths at all, or only one in a year.
6301. How many members were initiated during last year ? Seven or eight.
6302. H ave you ever made any calculation as to how much contingent liability accrues to each member
each year ? No, wc have not made out that calculation ; but as I have been in my present position only
three months I have not had time to take that work in hand.
6303. Have you any doubt that there is a contingent liability accruing as the members increase in age ?
I am quite certain of it, unless we get younger members to make up for those that die off.
6304. Have you studied the Friendly Societies Act ? Well, I have looked through it, but not being so
well up in the English language I could not study it sufficiently well to make suggestions for improve
ments, As far as tlie working of our Society goes it meets all our requirements at present.
6305. Are you in favour of strict Government supervision over the Friendly Societies ? Well, it would be
immaterial to us, but I think it would be better if there was some control over the Societies.
■
6306,
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Mr. O. Murer. 6306. For the examination of their accounts ? We send in a report every year, from which our accounts
/——""s can be examined.
11 April,1882.6307. Ton would not object to a Government officer every year examining your accounts ? It would give
some trouble, because all our books are kept in German. Any of our members has the right to examine
the books.
6308. Have any of the members of your Society misappropriated any of the funds ? Xo.
6300. Mr. Slade.'] How do you explain that part of the 9th rule which states that the Treasurer *' shall
receive an allowance of a- per cent, from the annual income to cover small possible losses ” ? The Treasurer
receives no salary, and this is to compensate him for loss of time.
6310. The return that you have furnished contains no entry of the amount paid for that purpose? The
amount for the last half-year was £2 10s.
The Commission then adjourned until Monday, 17th April.

MONDAY, 17 APRIL, 1882.

PrrsEiit:—

J. DAVIES,
J.
F.
E.
J.

Esq.,

F. SMITH, Esq.,
ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.
GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.
GELDING, Esq.,

C.M.G-., M.P.,

President.

P. E, HOLDSWORTH. Esq.
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
J. SLADE, Esq.,
W. E, LANGLEY, Esq.

Mr. James King sworn and examined :—
Mr. J. King. 6311. Mr. Abigail.] You are------ ? The Secretary of the St. Peter's Burial Society.
/——------ 6312. Have you a copy of your rules ? Yes (rules produced).
17April,1882. 6313. How long have you been Secretary 1 About live months.
6314. Were you Secretary at a previous period? Yes.
,
6315. In what year? 1874 or 1875.
6316. How long have you been a member ? Ever since tbc Society started, in 1860.
6317. Do you give any benefits beyond the burial fees? No, only a bonus for members who have been in
the Society for ten years. One of the rules provides that 11 the funds of tliis Society shall not be converted
to any other purpose than as follows :—For paying donations at death of its members and working
expenses, and two guineas (£2 2s.) be paid to the Sydney Infirmary annually, and a bonus to its members,
as follows: For every adult member for every ten years’ membership, the sum of two pounds (£2), to take
effect from the commencement of this Society.” The objects of tbe Society are “ to raise and perpetuate a
fund or funds by entrance fees,'fines, subscription, levies, and interest on capital, for ensuring a sum of
money to be paid on the death of its members, and division of profits,” according to the rule just mentioned.
6318. Is your Society registered? Yes.
6319. What amount of subscriptions is paid by your members ? Every member of this Society has to
contribute to the funds as follows :—Each child under ten years of age, one half-penny per week ; ten years
and under sixteen, Id. per week ; over sixteen, lid. per week.
6320. And what are the benefits secured by these payments? Any member who is entitled to benefits
from this Society, legally having a child born, has to register the child to the Secretary ; in'the event of the
child dying within one month from registration, the member is entitled to the sura of £1 10s. : exceeding
one month to ten years, £3; exceeding ten years to sixteen, £5; exceeding sixteen years, £8. To be
.
entitled to these benefits all members must belong to the Society six months. ■
6321. What is the number of members who are now entitled to benefits when death occurs? I cannot say
exactly, but I should say close on 400, old and young.
6322. What is tlie amount of your funds ? £-126 13s. Old,
6323. Do I understand that the parent secures tlie benefits for his children by paying the contributions
you have mentioned ? Yes.
■
6324. Then the parent only is enrolled as a member, and not the children ? No, both parents and
children,
6325. Could a parent enrol certain of his children and not the others? The parent is not compelled to
enrol all his children if he docs not like, but the parents must enter the Society themselves before they
can have their children entered.
6326. What is the scale of entrance fees ? The entrance fee for each member is according to the follow
ing scale :—Each child under ten years of age, Gd.; ten years, and not exceeding sixteen, Is.; sixteen to
twenty, 2s.; twenty to twenty-five, 3s.; twenty-five to thirty, 4s.; thirty to thirty-five, Gs.; thirty-five to
forty, 8s. No persons are admitted above the age of forty years, unless they comply with the following:
That they pay the yearly contribution for each year, or part of tlie year they are over forty years of age,
together with the usual entrance fee.
6327. What is about the average death rate of your Society ? I do not know, hut we have very few
deaths compared to the number of our members,
6328. You have received from this Commission a return to he filled up ? Yes.
6329. What were your total receipts last year ? That I could not tell.
6330. Do you not prepare an annual balance-sheet? We used to do so, but since I have been away from
the Secretaryship it has not been done. I went away about five years ago.
6331. Then you have not had any balance-sheet prepared during the last five years ? I have not seen
any,
'
,
.

7

yr

••

■7 1 T T

491

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE,

6332, Do you ever send in returns to the Eegistrar ?

J-03

Dor two or three years we did, but that was all.

6333.. "When did you cease doing so ? When I went away up country.
633t. Then I understand that during the last four or five years, while you have not been Secretary, there
have been no balance-sheets prepared, and no returns furnished to the Eegistrar ? I believe that that is
tho case.
_
.
0335. Who prepared the returns when they were sent in? Three of us did.
0336. How is this sum of £426 invested ? Most of it is iu tlie Savings Bank.

Mr, J, King.
P"'

'

There is £403 7a Id. in the

Savings Bank.
.
_
0337. Arc you aware whether any investigation into the affairs of the Societ}7, to ascertain properly its
liabilities and assets, lias taken place since 1800? We always make the hooks up every quarter.
6338. The books of receipts and expenditure? Yes.
6339. Did you ever give any consideration as to the contingent liability of tbe Society, based on a statement
of tbc number of the children enrolled ? No, we never take the numbers. We put down tbe names of those
that join, their ages and whcn.they join.
6340. Then in tho 400 members enrolled you include children and all 1 Yes.
6341. The return you sent in to this Commission sets forth your receipts and expenditure under different
headings during the last five years? Yes.
0342. Frcsidenl] Have you had much occasion to refer to tho Friendly Societies Act in the working of
your Society ? No; I never look at it. I am not well up in Societies at all Tliis is the only Society that
I have ever belonged to.
6343. Have you never had occasion to go to the Eegistrar? No.
_
0344. Has any case arisen in connection with your Society in which the officers have misappropriated any
funds ? There was one case, a good bit ago.
6345. What was the extent of the misappropriation ? £5.
6346. What position did the officer hold ? He was surety for the Treasurer,
*
6347. How did he become possessed of the money ? The Treasurer did not pay it.
■
6348. Then it was tbe Treasurer who used the money ? Yes.
6349. Did you take any legal proceedings ? No.
6350. Then the Society lost the money ? Yes.
6351. Did you expel the member ? He resigned.
6352. Mr. ffeldinff.] Do I understand you to say that you admit anybody to insure their lives, as well as
children, up to thirty-five or forty on payment of 8s. ? Yes ; that payment is the entrance fee.
6353. Can people insure their children for tlie Burial Fund at any age 1
Yes, they can join the Society at
any age.
6354. Do they receive the benefits, or only children?
Yes, they receive benefits if they are in six
months.
6355. Then it is not simply a Burial Fund for children, but everybody that likes can join ? Yes.
6356. Can you give the Commission any information as regards the expenditure during the last few years?
A few years ago we had a good amount of money, and tho members hardly knew what to do with it, so
they took £300 out of the Bank and divided it amongst themselves.
.
6357. What is the amount paid for burials last year? I could not tell you without going through the
books.
6358. Doyou not keep a regular debtor and creditor account ? I could not tell you very easily; these
amounts are not down in one column in our book (produced).
6359. Is that the way these accounts have been kept for years? Yes.
6360. And do you consider that a proper way ? That is the way we keep the books.
6361. Well, could you give any estimate at all of tlie amount of money you paid last year for burials? I
could not. I have been Secretary only for five months.
6362. How often do you balance your books 1 Even7 three months.
6363. Arc they signed by Auditors ? Yes.
6364. Then cannot you give us the result from the Auditors’ balance ? I can only see £3 paid for the last
quarter.
6365. What were your receipts last quai-ter ? £51 9s. 5id,
6366. How much do you get a quarter for your duties as Secretary ? £1.
6367. What is tho meaning of this—“Messrs. Percival <fc King, making up balance-sheet, £1”? That is
what we got for sending in the return to this office.
6368. What is your opinion, as a business man, as Secretary, of the manner of keeping this book? I
think it is right enough. It shows all the money that has been paid in—everything that has been paid.
6369. Do you think that this is the proper form of keeping accounts of a Burial Society, or any other
Society ? That is the book as I got it from the last Secretary.
6370. Mr. Percival was Secretary to your Society ? Yes,

'

-

.

Mr, William Dike sworn and examined :—
Mr. W. Dike;
6371. President.] You nre-------1 Secretary of the Sydney United Labourers’Benefit Society.
6372. Is your Society registered? Yes.
17 April,1882.
6373. Under tlie Friendly Societies Act? Yes.
6374. How long has it been in existence? It was first established on December 13th, 1861.
6375. How long have you been Secretary ? Close on two years.
6376. Wbat is the number of members you have ? 394.
6377. How many of them are unfinaneial?
At the end of 1881 there were 280 financial and 114
unfinaneial.

-
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Mr. W. Bike. 6378. \Yliat is the amount of contribution i 3d. per week.
l?A^MfiR0 6379. In return for that what benefits do you give ? We give in the event of a member meeting with an
P™'
* accident 10s. per week for twelve weeks, that is if he has been twelve months in the Lodge. The rules
provide further, that “ tlie payment upon the death of a member shall be seven pounds (£7), but if he should
be a good contributing member for five years the payment shall be ton pounds (£10), and if he continues a
good contributing member for seven years, it shall be fifteen pounds (.£15); and further, that the payment
upon the death of a member’s wife shall be £7 ; but before any member is entitled to bis wife’s funeral
donation ho shall register her name to the Funeral Fund, for which he shall be charged a fee of Is.”
6380. How is your Society managed 1 By a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Minute Secretary, and
Directors.
6381. What was the cost of management during last year 1 £94 16s j but that is really an extra cost,
because we initiated a scheme of voting by ballot, which ran into a considerable amount of money ; we also
gave £10 to the Infirmary; and through tbe holidays coming on we had the last quarter’s salary included
in the one quarter, which will make next half-year’s accounts so much less.
6382. What amount has been paid for accidents during last year 1 £33 3s. 4d.
6383. What amount lias been paid during the last five years 1 £142 12s. 9d.
6384. How much on account of death during the last year? £7.
6385. And during the last five years 1 £94.
6386. You bave no doctor or chemist ? No.
6387. Have your members any regalia? No.
6388. What is the amount of your accumulated funds? £956 2s. Id,
6389. How is that invested ? In the Savings Bank,
6390. In tlie hands of Trustees ? Yes, three.
6391. What amount of money did you receive on account of subscriptions last year? £188 3s. 6d.
6392. Is tliat your total income? No. We had initiation fees to the extent of £39 9s., and interest upon
the money, £93 13s. 4d. £274 7s. lOd. is the total amount of our income.
6393. What are your initiation fees? 2s. 6cl, and if a member runs out and wishes to be admitted again
he has to pay 5s.
6394. Is there any medical examination, or any limit as to age? No.
6395. Have you found any difficulty in tbe working of the Society? No.
6396. Have you experienced any attempts at imposition? Well, we have some voiy stringent rules,
enabling us to deal witli eases of that kind. I might also state tliat any member getting four weeks in
arrears is fined 6d., and if his arrears should exceed eight weeks be runs out of the Society by arrears.
6397. Do you have many members leave the Society ? Yes, through carelessness.
6398. What number left the Society during last year? Last quarter there were forty-six who had left.
6399. How many were admitted last year ? 230.
6400. Have you found tlie Friendly Societies Act give you all the protection necessary to secure your funds
and the due payment of the benefits you promise ? Yes.
6401. Have you anything to suggest that might be of sendee in future legislation ? No.
6402. Aud you are perfectly satisfied with the working of the Friendly Societies Act ? As far as our Society
is concerned, I have never heard any complaint.
6403. Did the Registrar demur to registering these rules ? There was only one rule lie demurred to, and
that had reference to tho funeral donations. He suggested the propriety of increasing the weekly contribu
tions, but when I showed him tlie very stringent rules for compelling members to keep np their payments
he saw the force of the argument and consented to tho rules,
6404. Then you are of opinion that a contribution of 3d. per week is sufficient to ensure payment of tho
benefits you promise ? Yes. In respect to age there is no limit, but the very nature of tho occupation
prevents any old man from joining. It is only able-bodied healthy men who could get a living at the calling.
6405. J/r. jSWii/i.] Your members have to provide themselves with a doctor ? Yes.
6406. Your laws demand a certificate in the case of sick members? Yos, from any duly qualified
practitioner. At the Infirmary, last September, they refused to sign a certificate because we never made any
donation, and we, recognizing the reasonableness of the objection, immediately voted £10 as a donation, and
£6 to St. Yincent's Hospital.
6407. The members themselves bave to pay for these certificates? Yes.
6408. Have you had any disputes with your members in Lodge arising out of Lodge matters? No.
6409. And you have never bad to appeal to the Registrar ? No; only on one occasion when I had some
doubts as to tbe legality of an election.
6410: Mr. Abigail.] Has any of the funds you have now in hand arisen from the sale of properties ? No.
6411. Merely accumulated funds ? Yes.
6412. During the last five years, lias the death rate been very heavy ? Last year was the heaviest we have
had for the last five years. Three old members died, and they were entitled to £15 each.
6413. Does the last period of five years bear favourable comparison with tho previous ? Yes.
6414. For the last five years you have added to your capital as subscriptions or contributions £420 19s., or,
in other words, yon have nearly doubled it in that time ? Yes ; I think it has more than doubled.
6415. Are there any members who meet with accidents who do not take their benefits? Yes ; some die, and
some are bad on the books.
6416. Are there any members good on the books who meet with accidents, but do not, in consequence of
their circumstances, take tbe benefits? No ; they all take the benefits.
6417. When these rules were registered, did you pay any fee ? £1 Is.
6418. Do yon give any money in the way of assistance? Yes, in the shape of distress gifts. There is a
rule providing that “Should any member he incapable through sickness or other infirmity from performing
any work or labour, as to require relief from the funds of this Society, the said member or members must be
- ■
in compliance before his case can be entertained ; and should he be clear on the books there shall be a
Committee called of five from the Pence Book in rotation to investigate the member’s or members’ case. The
Committee shall submit their report to tlie Lodge, which, if satisfactory, they shall vote any sum of money
not exceeding 39s., and tho said member or members shall not apply for further relief for three months from
time of receiving the first.”
6419. Have you had any cases of officers misappropriating funds ? No.
6420.
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6420. I suppose you have studied the Friendly Societies Act 1 Yes, so far as it applied to our own Society. Mr. W. Dike.
6421. Do you send in annual returns ? Yes.
17 April, 1882,
6422. How is the audit carried on? By three Auditors, quarterly.
6423. As a rule, do you find those audits correct ? As a rule, yes.
6424. Do you think it would he any extra security to the Society to have their audit supervised hy a
Government officer ? It just depends whether the members are competent to do it themselves.
6425. "Would you favour a scheme of that hind in any future legislation ? I do not think so, because in
our own Society the members are so zealous that hardly anything can go wrong.
6426. But supposing it had been disclosed that many of these audits were unreliable, would it not be to
the benefit of the Societies, generally that they should have their accounts supervised by a competent
officer ? I cannot see what benefit that would be if you have in the Societies men who have a knowledge
of accounts, and who are actuated hy a sense of duty. If they were men who suspected each other, of
course it would be better to have an independent person to supervise them. If I were an Auditor I should
take it as an insult to have my audits supervised,
6427. Has your Society sent in a quinquennial return to the Registrar ? No, wc never do that.
■
6428. The Friendly Societies Act sets that forth ? We have never been called upon to do that.
6420. Have you any doubt that it would add to tho reliable character of the accounts of Societies if those
accounts were supervised by a Government officer ? If you had an outside party called in like tkat I do
not think you wonld get men to act as Auditors. I should not like to think I was to be questioned and
looked upon with suspicion.
6430. What fee is paid ? The Auditors get 5s. each.
6431. Do you pay any of your other officers?
The Chairman gets
n year, tho Vice-Chairman £1 a
quarter, the Minute Secretary £2, and I get .£4 a quarter.
6432. J/r. GVmft-c.] Is your Society composed entirely of labouring men? Yes.
.
6433. Do you hold your meetings in a jniblic-house ? Yes, I am very sorry to say we do. Wo have tried
very hard to discourage the practice of meeting in an hotel, but up to the present time we have found it
impossible.
6434. Do the majority of the members object to removing, or is it that you have not been able to find a
suitable place elsewhere! Wc could not find a suitable place.
6435. Do you consider it objectionable to meet in a public-house? Most decidedly I do,
6436. Would you explain how it is that as there is no limit the practice has not proved prejudicial! Simply
because only strong able-bodied men are able to follow the occupation.
We do not encourage or ask any
other persons to join us.
6437. Would you reject a man not in the best of health! No ; we do not encourage it, although as long as
a man is of good character we do not reject him.
6438. Do you find aged men seeking admission into your Society, seeing that they are debarred from enter
ing other Societies if they are above the age of forty-five! Anything of tliat kind we should object to, and
would use our own discretion about admitting them as members.
We have refused members most
decidedly.
.
6439. Mr. /fo/dswort/i.] With reference to the question asked hy Mr. Greville, is it not that the mere fact
of your members belonging to tbe class of builder’s labourers is in itself a sufficient guarantee that they are
healthy, so long as they are capable of following their tx-adc ? Yes,
.
6440. J/r. Greville.'] Is not your Society a slutting one—is there not a large proportion of your members
who only remain in the Society a comparatively brief period!
We had an exodus to Melbourne and
Queensland, and a good number ran out through not keeping their payments up.
If we allowed them an
indefinite time to run no man would be able to keep tlie books.
6441. Tlie floating portion of your Society is larger than that of other Societies ? Most decidedly.
6442. And that may bave contributed largely to your increased funds? That is really the secret of our
profits. In five years 594 persons left tbe Society through arrears.
6443. Mr. Langley.] Looking at rule 17 of your Constitution, which says that any person of good character
and sound health may be admitted as a subscribing member, do you think that alone is a sufficient guarantee
for your members, provided that they were not of the kind tliat might be termed shifting population? Yes,
I doubt if you could get a proposer and seconder for a person who was not in the trade.
'
6444. But may not a man be in a very dangerous state of health and not even know it himself! Yes, of
courae that is possible.
6445. A man might be suffering from heart disease ? Then he could not carry a hod.
6446. In point of fact there is no precaution taken, and in the absence of a medical examination you
could not guarantee that only persons of sound health were admitted ? No.
6447. In the return which you sent in to this Commission, do you not see that you do not show in any
place what your total receipts were ? No ; 1 did not exactly understand where to put tbc figures—in what
column.
6448. Then if such mistakes as those can arise in an important document like that, do you not see that
there is some force in Mr. Abigail’s reference to the necessity for having the Society’s accounts examined by
a competent public officer! A mere clerical error of that kind would not convince me that it is necessary
to have Government supervision.
6449. Would you be in favour of a hoard of arbitration consisting of the representatives of the different
Societies to whom would be referred matters of dispute ? I see no objection.
6450. Mr. Slade.] If they have .any testimonials in your Society, does tbe cost come from the general funds
or from the subscriptions of individual members ? We have not had any.
6451. Do your rules contain a statement of the amount of the salaries! No; the rules state that the
salaries shall be at tbe discretion of the members. “That all officers connected with tliis Society be paid
such remuneration for their services as a majority of tlie members present may determine upon; and that no
member shall be eligible for election to any office in this Society unless he be a good contributing member
for twelve months, and be duly qualified to discharge tlie duties thereof, and clear of all fines in accordance
with these laws.”
■
6452. Mr. Gelding.] What salary do you receive ? £16 a year.
6453. And what do you pay your Auditors? 5s. each Auditor.
6454. Then the Auditors have to sign the accounts ? Yes.
4
6455.

\
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Mr. W. Dike. 6455. This book (produced) is a cash-book, is it not 1 Yes.
'------'------■ 6456. The Auditors are supposed to check and sign the cash accounts? Yes.17 April, 1882. g457> Can you explain how it is that you are the only party who has signed the majority of these balancesheets 1 That is only a private account of iny own.
6458. Is that the only document they sign? Yes; it is signed by the Auditors.
■
6459. Do you consider that a fly-sheet like this, which may be lost, is a proper document for an Auditor to
sign? ’Well, I should say so. At all events it has proved sufficient,
6460. In the way of book-keeping, do you consider that cash-book of yours, when only sometimes signed by
the Auditor, and a fly-sheet, a proper way of keeping the debtor and creditor accounts of the Lodge? Yes,
because when that balance-sheet is presented to the Lodge and accepted the money immediately passes into
the hands of the Trustees.
6461. Are you a tradesman ? bio, a labourer.
6462. "Wbat is the maximum amount which the Treasurer is allowed to retain in his possession? Well,
there is no particular check on the Treasurer. The present 'Treasurer is not keeping more than £10, and
he has given a bond of £70.
6463. I see that everybody who does anything for the Soociety gets paid ? Yes.
6464. I see by your cash-book that the Treasurer, for loss of time, received a special sum of money ? That
was for going over to Balmain to pay a man who had met with an accident,
6465. I presume you know that tlie success of your Society entirely depends upon this great quantity of
members who join you and then drop out of the Society ? bio; that would be assuming that the initiatory
money was the source of the Society's success.
'
6466. But what would be your position if everybody kept in ? I believe we would be better off than we
are now. Last year I had on the. books 460 members.
6467. Ont of that number you lost? Forty-seven; while if those forty-seven members had continued to
pay their 3d. per week we should have been a great deal better off.
6468. You would have to take the consequences of death or accident among those forty-seven members ?
Yes, that is possible.
6469. What is about the average attendance of members on your meeting nights? Well, they just attend
often enough to keep from being fined.
■
6470. Do you allow distress gifts to those who through unforeseen circumstances go out of compliance or
meet with an accident ? The man must be good on the books.
6471. What is the amount? 30s.
’
6472. I see there is an entry of £3 for compiling the balance-sheet, who received that? I did.
6473. What is the meaning of this 15s. for the Financial Secretary’s loss of time? Having to go to the
Begistrar’s on two or three occasions, to go to tlie Post Office to change post office orders received from
members in the country, and loss of time in other ways.
6474. Mr. Smithy Your Treasurer has to give a.bond of £70? Two members, who meet with the approba
tion of the Society, and who must be known to be worth the money, have to give a bond of £35 each.
6475. Did it ever occur to you to take a fidelity or guarantee bond ? No ; we are very particular, and have
to be thoroughly satisfied with the bondsmen.
6476. Mr. Abigail.^ Are questions decided by tbe will of the majority ? Yes, a mere majority is required.
6477. President.\ Then 1 understand you have no particular fault to find with tlie working of the existing
Friendly Societies Act ? No.
6478. And you have no recommendation to make with a view to future legislation ? No.
6479. I suppose you never really studied the Act with a view to suggesting amendments ? No, I have not.
6480. So far as your own Society is concerned, you have found no serious difficulties arising under the
present law 1 None.
6481. You have no proposals of any kind to lay before the Commission ? None.
6482. You have no further explanations to give ? No.
6483. And no addition to make to the evidence you have already given? None.
The Commission then adjourned till Friday, 21st April.
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FRIDAY, 21 APRIL, 1882.

■lJ risen t:—

JOHN DAVIES,
JOHN GELDING-, Esq,
E. GHEVILLE, Esq, J.P,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq,
JOHN SLADE, Esq,

Esq.,

C.M.G-., M.P.,

Pkesident.

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
P. E. HOLDSWOETH, Esq,
E. J. EDBIE, Esq,

W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr. Augustine A. Bitzpatriek sworn and examined :—
G484. President.'] "Wlmt Society do you represent? Court Eoj’al Oak, Ancient Order of Eoresters.
jj-r ^ ^
6485. What ofike do you hold ? Secretary at present.
'
Fitzpatrick.
6486. How long have you held tho office ot' Secretary ? This is the second time I have been through the
Chair; I was Secretary seven years ago for three years, aud resigned to go through the office of Chief 21 April, 1882.
Eanger. I have been about three and a half years Secretary now.
6487. How long have you been a member ? Eleven years. *
6488. And bow long bas it been in existence? Since 1847.
6489. And bave you any copies ot the rules or by-laws ? Yes I have brought a dozen (produced).
G49C1 What number of members have you ? According to the last yearly balance-sheet the number was
187 financial, and there were fourteen or fifteen unfinaneial. There are 199 on the books now.
6491, What was the total amount of receipts from all sources? We were pretty lucky; we received
£622 17s. 9d, and flie expenses were £583 4s. 8d, and independent of that we were allowed £8010s. 4d.
by tbe Savings Bank.
6492. jOn money invested? There is a deposit of £1,700 in the Bank. We had a total value of
£1,865 10s. Id. at the end of the year,
.
6193. What did you pay on account of medical attendance and chemist ? Doctor, £13718s, and chemist,
£79 19s. Sd.
6494. What did you pay on account of funeral donations ? £120,
6495. On account of sick pay ? £127 15s.
•
6496. What was the cost of the working expenses? Officers and Auditors, £62 8s.
6497. What is included in that ? Salaries of Secretary, Treasurer, Trustees, what we call woodwards, and
what we call tho junior beadle, or outside messenger, who delivers all summonses.
6498. Have you any other Societies working in conjunction with yours? Wo have a Widow aud Orphan
l und, which it is not compulsory for members to join ; there are twenty-six or twenty-nine in it.
6499. It is a fund established in connection with the Court ? Yes.
6500. No member of another Court could join it ? No.
■
6501. So it is actually a Society within a Society ? It does not interfere with us.
6502. Have you any connection with any Grand Lodge or District ? No ; we have seceded from the
District.
,
6503. What was the cause ? I do uot know. I think it was unnecessary delay in giving the burial
money. Now we give hall the donation at once, and the oilier half the first fortnight after.
.
6504. How many members did you admit last year? There were twelve during the year.
6505. How many left during the time ? Eour died, and I could not say from memory how many I struck
off. There are 187 financial now.
6506. Do all candidates subject themselves to a medical examination ? Yes.
6507. Is the examination of a searching and full nature ? He strips and sounds yon, and asks questions
relative to your family ; and we have a form which has to be signed.
6508. Have you had many persons seeking admission refused in consequence of the doctor refusing to
pass them ? One, to my knowledge.
*
6509. Only one ? Yes.
6510. And are you of opinion that the inquiry made by the medical man is a full and satisfactory one ?
All the members I have brought to the doctor I have seen there, and I have been perfectly satisfied witb
his examination. Tbe person who proposes a member has to go with him to the doctor.
6511. You are of opinion that it is a quite satisfactory medical examination 1 I think so,
6512. Have you found subsequently any persons who have been admitted have been proved to be of
unsound health! There was one case here ; I have heard members say that they thought he was consump
tive before he joined. He had taken full time on sick pay nearly eighteen months out of the three years
he was in the Society.
6513. And what amount of money is paid in the shape of contributions'! A shilling a week, and ashilling
every three months towards Die Incidental Fund. A man going on tlie funds is not entitled to sick pay for
twelve months, and up to two years £20 at death, and after three years £30. But if an accident happens
we have made this fund so that wo shall have the power of voting a small sum; and we aro putting the
superannuated members upon it.
6514. Then each member pays 14s. a quarter? Iks, 56s. a year.
6515. No levies ? No; there are burial fees; we have revised our laws, and made it Is. for a member and
6d. for a member’s -wife.
6516. You keep your Funeral Fund separate ? Yes, in tlie books.
6517. And the Management Fund is kept separate ? Yes/all are kept separate.
6518. And do you believe that Is. a -week is sufficient to ensure tho benefits you speak of? Yes.
6519. What do you give in ease of death ? ' £20 on tbe death of a member, £1.5 on the death of' a member’s
wife, and after three years £30'from the Society, and for 2d. a week extra £15 from the Widow and Orphan
6520. And supposing your members leave the city and go to the country, how do you provide for them? I
have members in Queensland and Newcastle ; if sick,' they get a certificate from the doctor there, and I
send the money, less the expenses.
486—2 B
6521.
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Mr. A. A. 6521. But suppose he requires a medical man to attend him and his family ? He only pays 9d. a week to
Fitzpatrick.
ajlcj the balance to another Court there, and they find doctor and medicine.
P *

•

.

6522. Then you recognize each other 'I Yes.
‘ 6523. Though you are outside the District 1 Yes.
6524. Then you get over the difficulty that way i Yes.
6525. And you are quite certain that Is. a week is sufficient to ensure these large benefits i Yes.
6526. Has your Society always been m a good financial position? Yes, though wc had a great loss one
year, over £800.
6527. You are sure this will pay the money 1 Yes. You must be off the funds for two years before
getting full benefits again.
_
6528. What is tho largest amount of funds you have had at any timel The most in the books is
£1,958 17a 6d., on 31st December, 1876, and I think it was that year wc got the knock.
6529. Can you tell me what has been the gross expenditure of your Society during the last five years 1 I
have not the returns for five years, but for the last four years it amounts to £2,829 13s. old.
6530. Can you tell me what the gross receipts during that time have amountedto? £2,663 Os. 6cL
6531. You spoke of a serious loss in 1876—what was the cause ? I see it was in 1879 j the cause was old
men dying.
'
6532. Can you tell us how many deaths occurred ? Five members, four members’ wives, and one child.
6533. And it was in consequence of the death of old members 1 Yes.
6534. And consequently old men 1 Yes.
6535. Along time connected with the Society? Yes. I am eleven years in, and I am only a young
member. We paid £275 12s. Sd. for sick pay ; to the Superannuation Fund, £36 ; funeral donations,
£211 10s.; medical officer, £133 16s. 6d; chemist, £103 7s. 7d.; rent, £8; officers and auditors,
£61 0s. 3d. ; stationery, printing, and advertising, £7 4s, ; and the rest was incidental expenses,
6536. And the receipts were for the year £763 7s. 9d. ? Yes.
6537. That includes two years’interest ? Yes.
.
6538. What was the year’s interest that should not have been included? £106.
6539. And the other year’s interest ? £97 5s, 6d,
6540. What would be the average age of the members in your Society ? About thirty-seven.
6541. Have you many old members now in the Society ? A good many.
6542. What number should you think? I should think fifty or sixty good old men.
6543. Over what age ? Say forty-five and upwards.
6544. What number would you have over fifty ? I could not say exactly ; they do not come near us now.
6545. What proportion of young men have you ? We have plenty of young men joining us.
6546. Tliose who have been admitted during the last year—are they young ? Generally; about twenty-four
is the average.
6547. You have a fixed scale of contributions 1 Yes.
6548. Do you favour that view ? I do.
.
6549. For a young man to pay as much as an old man ? Yes ; in olden days they used to pay over-age fees,
but we abolished all that.
6550. You bave a graduated scale of charges for the admission of members? Yes.
6551. And you are in favour of a fixed scale of contributions ? Yes ; the same all round. When a member
dies we allow the widow to join by paying fid. a week, and give her doctor and medicine for herself and
family under eighteen as long as she is a widow. That is a new rule in our Court, and we have four widows
on the funds.
6552. Wliat do you pay the medical officer of the Society for these widows and children? Just the same
as a member.
6553. Then they become medical members? Yes; there is no sick pay.
6554. And you are quite clear that Is. a week is enough to ensure all these benefits ? Yes, though I think
we shall no doubt get a little knock when the old men die, but we shall pull up again.
6555. How do you settle matters of dispute in your Court? Well, we have an Appeal Committee.
6556. Is their decision final ? Well, he can appeal to the three nearest Courts if he thinks it is unjust.
6557. These other Courts are in the District ? They are under the District.
6558. But the member aggrieved could ask them to adjudicate? Yes.
6559. Have you had any occasion to go to the Courts? No; if a member is out of compliance fifty-two
weeks we strike him off the books.
■
6560. Have you had any defalcations in connection with any of the officers? Before my time, tho
Treasurer.
6561. To any extent? Forty odd pounds, I think.
6562. That is the only case you know of ? I have only heard of that.
6563. Was it made good ? No ; I think he got to America.
6564. When your Court left the District, did they take with them the funds ? I do not know ; they were
out of the District before I joined.
6565. You do not know the circumstances? No.
6566. How long have you been out of the District ? I could not say.
6567. Your moneys are invested in Trustees? In Trustees, in the Savings Bank.
6568. Did I understand you to say that you had lent money on mortgage to some members? Yes ; it was
all paid back again.
.
6569. Have you found any inconvenience arismg from the present Act ? No. I give my balance-sheet at
the end of each year; I never see any trouble with them.
6570. Do you believe the present Act affords sufficient protection to members of Societies? Well, if a
member dies unfinaneial I believe they can recover the money from the Court. I have read of a ease in the
Sons of Temperance where they sued for the burial donation and recovered it. We had a member in our
Court who died unfinaneial in the Deceiving House; there was a widow and four or five children, and we
gave £15 out of the Incidental Fund for that, and thus made her a present of half tlie amount.
6571. Have you any suggestions to make that would be of service in future legislation? Yes; 1 tbink any
town member owing £1 in the Court should not be entitled to the burial fee.

6572.
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Mr. A. A,
6572. But could not your by-laws do that l No; I''believe not.
Fitzpatrick.
6573. Is that the only particular? That is the only thing in which I see any hardship.
6574. What provision do you make for auditing your accounts 1 They are audited every three months.
siApribipsa.
6575. By members of the Order? Yes.
6576. And docs this give satisfaction to the members ? I have never heard any complaints. There have
been some Secretaries where errors have been found, but I have never found any difficulty myself; the
Auditors have no quarrel with me. In our Court the money is paid over to the Treasurer in the Court at
the end of each meeting.
6577. But if the statement you make is a fact the auditing could not have been very active? I was an
Auditor at the time ; it was simply a matter of distribution—a clerical error.
6578. Would you favour a Government officer making an annual audit of the books of all Societies? Yes.
6579. And a uniform scale of contributions for all Societies ? Yes.
6580. J/r. Gelding.] Is it not a fact that during the early period of your Lodge a great many seamen
belonged to it ? Yes.
6581. And owing to their leaving the Lodge it raised your balances? I don’t know any seamen that have
left the Lodge since I have been in it.
6582. What was the average amount per member twenty-five years ago, about the time you seceded? I
could not tell you.
6583. Is it not a fact that five years ago you had an average of £15 per head ? No, I do not think so; it
might have been £13.
6584. Your average now is something under £10 per head ? Yes.
6585. And do you think that is progressing, when you are losing your average nearly every year ? Yes;
but we do not; last year we picked up £120.
6586. But you have been losing year after year for some years past until the last quarter of last year? Yes.
6587. Bo you think then, taking that into consideration, that Is. a week is sufficient to keep up the
stability of your Lodge ? Yes.
_
_
6588. I see in your book here that the sum of £2 2s. was paid to Mr. Williamson for obtaining a certificate
of registration of the by-laws ; did the Registrar require you to do so ? We paid the Registrar of Friendly
Societies £3 3s.
6589. I see that when a member leaves your District and goes up country you allow him 3d, a week
deduction in lieu of medical attendance ? Yes.
6590. Is lie allowed to join the medical benefits of any other Lodge ? Yes, if he pays what they demand,
6591. Then he has to pay 15d. or 16d. per week, and you only pay Is. in Sydney; do you think that is
just? Yes.
6592. Wliat does a member pay per week for medical attendance and medicine. I cannot say what we pay ;
we pay for the medicines, and the chemist allows us a percentage.
6593. You pay on the prescriptions? Yes.
6594. And what do you pay the medical gentleman for his attendance per quarter? It was £33 4s. for the
quarter ending December, 1881 ; £36 10s. for tho quarter ending 1st April, 1882; we pay 3s. 6d. per
quarter per member.
6595. And the chemist runs it up to 6s. or 6s, 6d, ? More than that.
6596. How many members have you in your Lodge belonging to the Widow and Orphan Fund? Twentysix or twenty-nine; I could not say exactly.
6597. I see you pay members for doing any work that may be necessary for the Lodge ? Yos.
6598. Is that a general principle attaching to your Branch ? I do not think it is in the present by-laws.
6599. Do you believe in the principle of paying members to do honorary work? No; they do not pay the
man who does the writing.
6600. How much do you get as Secretary ? 8d. per member per quarter.
6601. Mr. Neveland. ] Could you give the average length of sickness at different ages ? No, I could not.
6602. You could not give the average rate at the respective ages (say) between twenty and twenty-five, and
twenty-five and thirty ? No.
6603. If you went through your books could you give the average rate of sickness at different ages for the
past five years ? Yes, but it would take a lot of time and trouble to do that; I think when I show in
my yearly balance-sheet every man that has been sick I do quite enough.
6604. Mr. Gelding.] I see you allow money on the death of a child; do members pay a registration feo ?
Yes, half-a-crown.
6605. Mr. liubie.] I suppose your members are admitted by medical examination? Yes.
6606. Have you ever found fault with the manner in whicli the examination is conducted ? No.
6607. Never had any admitted that you doubted had a right to be admitted ? Not to my knowledge.
6608. Are you satisfied with the way in which it is conducted ? Yes.
6609. Mr. Langleyb\ You have informed the President that 14s. a quarter is sufficient to pay the benefits
your laws provide and leave you a good credit balance? Yes.
6610. It has done this in the past ? Yes.
6611. If that is so according to experience, and an Actuary said it was impossible, would you place any
reliance on his theories, as against your practical knowledge of what your order has done? No.
6612. Do you not think small working expenses and the careful management of a Society’s funds have as
much to do with the results as the scale of contributions and benefits? Yes; the smaller you get the
expenses the better.
6613. Mr. Greville.] Where does your Court hold its meetings? At the “Swan with Two Necks,” comer of
George and Park Streets.
6614. Have you seen any ill-effects arising from holding them at a public-house? No; I have seen
seventy or eighty men go in and pay their money without having a drink.
6615. Would you not rather favour holding them at some other place? We were in the Foresters’
Hall, and they objected to that, as they are more central where they are. The Lodge has been in a publichouse all its life, but once.
6616. I think you say you only knew of one instance in which yonr medical officer has reported unfavour
ably of a candidate. Yes.
6617. How many cases do you think bave been submitted to that medical man ? I could not fell you ;
he has been a long time with us,now; seven years, I should think.
6618.
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Mr. A. A. 6618. Then during tliat seven years lie has only rejected one ? That is all I have ever heard of.
Fitzpatrick. 6619. And is he bound to fill in a form similar to that which is in use in Insurance Offices ? Yes, he has
a printed form to fill up.

_

21AptfU882. 6620. Mr. Abigail^ Have any of your financial members died and failed to get tbe benefits ?
6621.
6622.
funds
funds
6623.
6624.
6625.
6626.

t

Ho.

Hone? Hevcr.
■
_
Are any of yonr members in such circumstances that when they are sick they do not go on tho
? Oh, some of them—plenty of them ; some would be a week sick and never tbink of going on tho
; others would go on for two days.
__
Have you expelled any of your members for being convicted before magistrates ? INo.
I understand you give some donation on tbe death of a child? Yes.
"What is the amount ? 30s.
_
_
You have stated very positively that you believe Is. is sufficient to guarantee all tbe benefits that

you give ? I think so.
_
■
_
6627. How do you arrive at that opinion? Well, it has done it all along ; of course tbe last few years
we bave had a very great knock.
_
,
6628. Have you made any calculation at what rate the contingent liabilities are accruing to each of your
members? Ho, I have not.
_ _
6629. Are you aware that in 1879 and 1880 you lost £304 ? We lost it in one year, 1879.
6630. You send in the annual returns to the Eegistrar ? Yes.
_
6631. Did you send them in without any balance-sheet? Yes, I sent in a written form and he would not
accept that, and then I sent in another.
_
_
6632. Have you any law that limits the amount of sick pay any one in dividual shall receive ? Six months
full pay, and twelve months half-pay, and he could not come on ns again until he was oft tbe funds two years.
6633. I find that in 1878 one member received £29 2s. 4il., and the same member in 1879 received £1 Is.;
another received in 1878, £19 Is. Gd., and in 18/9, £28 I os., making a total ol nearly £48 in the two years ?
Yes ; they can got twenty-six weeks at a guinea, and fifty-two weeks at Us.
_
6634. And in the face of this fact you still think the subscription of Is. is sufficient to guarantee all these
benefits ? I do.
6635. But not by means of calculation ? Ho.
_
6636. Have you any notion how much contingent liabilities you have got on your 187 financial members ?
I cannot answer that.
6637. Do any of your members fail to get their benefits by leaving the Colonies ? Ho.
6G3S. Will you look at the 48th rule ; is it correct that when any member of your Court leaves tbe
Australian Colonies bis siek benefits are suspended ? Yes, that is going right away; everything stops
with us except the funeral donation.
_
6639. Have you had any ease in which a member has been fined under rule XL? Ho, not to my
knowledge.
_
6640. Have you had any case in which any members have taken your Society into Court to recover their
benefits? Ho, not in my time.
.
6641. You have a rule on tho question of arbitration for the settlement of all disputes ? Yes; wo have an
Appeal Committee.
6642. And your laws make their decision final ? Well, there is an appeal to the three nearest Courts.
6643. Would you favour in any new Act an Arbitration Board outside of your Society to decide finally
on all questions of dispute ? I would have no objection to that.
6644. I mean instead of going to law? Yes.
6645. President!] You bave nothing further to add to your evidence ? Hothing more.
0646. And no suggestions to make to tho Commission ? Ho.

• Mr. Thomas Forsyth sworn and examined:—■
Mr.
6647. President!] What Society do you represent? Ancient Order of Foresters; Court, Pride of Australia.
T. Forsyth. 604,8. What office do you hold? Secretary.
_
6649. How lone have you held the office altogether? This term from January last, and previously about
21 April, 1882, two years.
6650. How long have you been a member of the Court? Three years last February,
6651. How long has tbe Society been in existence ? Since 1856.
6652. Aro you under the District (Irand Lodge ? Ho.
6653. Were you at any time ? Yes.
6654. What did you leave it for ? To better our condition.
6655. And bave you done so ? Yes.
6656. Had you a dispute with the District ? Ho.
6657. Did you take your funds with you ? Yes.
6658. What amount of funds had you when you left ? About £700.
6659. What amount have you now ? A trifle over £1,100.
.
6660. What number of members have you ? At the present time about 180.
6601. What number bad you when you left the Districts I could not say.
6662. Had you as many as now ? Ho; about 140.
6663. What wns the total amount of receipts for last year ? Our returns were made out for 9th January,
1881; tbe total receipts were £422 19s. 7d.
6664. What was the total expenditure fora like period ? £397 13s. 4id.
'
6665. What was paid on account of medical attendance and chemist for last year? £164 10s. 7£d. to
the doctor.
6666. And the chemist? Hothing ; he finds his medicine.
6667. What was paid on account of sick pay ? £133 12s, Id.
6668. Wliat was paid on account of funeral donations ? £40.
6669. Is that for two deaths ? Yes.
■
.
6670. What was the cost of management during the year ? £40 8s.
_ _
6671. What is included in that amount ? All salaries of officers, rent, postages, stationery, printing, and
incidental expenses,
6672.
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'
Mr.
6672. What contributions aro paid by your members ? Is. a week.
T. Forsyth.
6673. ,1s any other charge made ? None,
6674. No levy or quarterly contribution? No ; Is. a week covers all.
21 April, 1882.
6675. You have a uniform contribution? Yes.
6676. What are the benefits you give ? A guinea a week for six months, 12s. 6d. the second six months,
and 6s. ns long as the sickness may last; £20 on the death of a member, and £15 on the death of a
member’s wife.
.
6677. And how long do you allow your members to be in arrears to disentitle them to the benefits ?
Fourteen weeks.
6678. And what action do you then take ? Suspend them.
6679. And if they still fail to pay ? Erase their names when they go fifty-two weeks.
66S0. Have you over taken any action to recover arrears ? No.
6681. And are you of opinion that Is, a week is sufficient to ensure the payment of all these benefits you
speak of? I am sure of it.
_
6682. Is your Society now in a better financial position than when you left the District? Yes.
6683. You said when you left it you had how much money ? About £700.
6681. And 140 members ? Thereabouts.
6685. And now 182 with £1,100 ? At the end of the year it was £1,076,
6686. So you are £300 better off in funds with forty more members ? Yes.
6687. You have been away three years from the District? Yes.
6688- But for one year they were responsible for the death donations ? Yes.
6689. Was any money paid by the District during that time ? Yes, £15 for one member’s wife.
6690. How do you settle matters of dispute between your members and tlie Lodge ? We have an Appeal
Committee.
6691. Is their decision fioal? As far as our Court is concerned; they can appeal further to the High
Court in England.
6692. Have yon had any eases of tlie members going to tbe law Courts to settle matters of dispute? No.
6693. You are in favour of a uniform contribution ? Yes.
6694. And a uniform contribution for all Friendly Societies? Yes, because it would be much easier
worked than if worked on a sliding scale,
'
6695. Have you had any defalcations in your Society by officers or members ? Yes, in one way; it was an
error, and not a wilful defalcation.
6096. Have you balance-sheets to show the expenditure and receipts for the last five years in your Court?
It is only the last two years that we have had printed balance-sheets.
6697. Have you books to show the amount ? I have a paper that will show according to the notice I
received, but I have no books with me.
6698. Wbat amount lias been paid for siek pay for five years ? £485 2s. 5d.
6699. Wbat has been paid for funeral donation ? £40 by us ; all others were paid by the District.
6700. Do you know how much was paid ? I could not say ; it was above £70 ; I can account for £70.
6701. What was the cost of management during that lime? £367 14s. 4d., including levies to tho
District, which wore £186 17s. lOd.
6702. What was the cost of doctor and chemist? £662 4s. 7-Jd.
6703. Were there any other expenses for regalia or other expenses ? About £25 for a banner.
6704. What has been the amount received for subscriptions ? I have uot got that.
6705. What is the total amount received during the five years ? I did not make that up.
6706. Can you tell from the papers you have here ? No.
6707. What reports have you got here ? There are two annual reports.
6708. Have you any books here ? No.
■

Mr. James Hoot sworn and examined:—■
6709. Prcsiilcni^] What Society do you represent ? Court Moruing Star, Ancient Order of Foresters.
Mr. J. Boot.
6710. Where is the Lodge located? Waterloo.
^
0711. What office do you hold? Secretary.
•
2lApril,1882.
6712.. How long have you held the office of Secretary ? Eight years.
6713. Have you brought any copies of the rules with you ? Yes {produced).
6714. What number of members have you ? 240,
'
6715. Is that the largest number you have had at any time ? No, some have gone bad; we bave had
more than that.
6716. How many unfinaneial members have you ? Fifteen.
6717. How many members did you initiate last year ? That I have not got.
'
6718. Have you held any other office ? Yes, I have been all through tho different degrees.
6719. How long have you been a member ? Sixteen or seventeen years.
0720. How long has the Society been iu existence ? 1845 was the first opening of,it; but I believe it
re-opened in 1854.
■
6721. What amount of subscriptions were paid during last year ? £753 11s.,
6722. That is for both funds'? Yes.
6723. Wbat is tbe contribution to these ? Cd. to each, that is Is. altogether.
6724. What was the total expenditure during a like period ? Sick pay, £228 14s.; funerals, £125 ;
superannuation, £6 ISs
6725. And what was paid for doctor and chemist? £231 15s. for doctor; and chemist, £90 2s. 6d,
6726. What was the cost of management? £87 13s. Sd., including a large item for printing, £28, on
account of having to get new rules printed.
6727. What was your reason for leaving the District? There were one or two causes I could explain.
They did not believe in our spending money on a new ball;1 that was the chief thing; but there was a bit
of a squabble amongst the leading members.
6728. What is the total value of your funds? £971 15s. 2d.
6729.
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Mr. JT Boot. 6729, What had you when you left the District ? X am not prepared to say,
^30- ■0'a^ y011 as much money ? Our total was £902 4s. 7d.
P ’
• 6731. How much did you draw out of the District during the first year of leaving ? £110, the heaviest
we have had since I became a member.
6732. How do you settle matters of dispute ? I do not know that we have had anyjdisputcs to settle.
6733. But you have a provision made in your rules? IVo have an Arbitration Committee.
6734. Is there any appeal beyond that? Not that I am aware of; the next clause says there is no
further appeal.
6735. How are your funds invested? In the Hall there are £483 12s. 3d., and a balance in hand of
•
£45 2s. 9d.; in the Funeral Fund, £256 Os. 4d., and Sick Fund, £186 19s. 10d., in the Bank.
6736. Is the property intrust for the members of the Society ? We have a ninety-nine years’ lease, and
it is vested in three Trustees.
6737. Have you had any defalcations in your Society ? No.
6738. Your accounts are duly audited ? Yes.
6739. By members appointed by the Court ? Yes.
6740. And have you always found the audits accurate and correct ? Yes.
6741. Do all your members undergo a medical examination ? Yes.
6742. A searching examination ? Yes.
6743. Have you had many candidates refused ? Not lately; two or three years ago'we had one or two";
there is a trade our doctor will not pass, that is, the painters.
* ~
'
6744. But the Society is composed of all kinds of tradesmen? Yes.
6745. j4nd do you consider it in a good, sound, financial position ? Yes ; we have always been able to
pay our way and have a hundred or two by,
6746. And do you think Is. a week is sufficient to pay all your rules provide ? Yes; we have turned our
Superannuation Fund into a Sick Fund, Is. a quarter going into it, and there is a levy of 6d. on the death
of a financial member, which goes to the Funeral Fund.
6747. Mr. Abigail.] You think Is. a week sufficient to guarantee all the benefits you promise ? Yes, with
the additional Is. a quarter.
6748. Have you made any calculation ? No, I have not, but I have had practical experience.
6749. Have you gone into figures to ascertain how much is due to the members ? No, I have not.
6750. Your conclusions are not the result of any calculations ? No, but I have held office in the Branch
for twelve or fourteen years.
6751. Taking your figures I find the loss amounted to £46 19s.; have you any doubt as to the correct
ness of that ? No, I have not.
6752. And you received a certain amount from the District which, added to this £46, would make vour
loss £156 19s. Did you pay anything to the District last year ? No.
“
6753. Have you in your book any debtor and credit account with the District ? No.
6754. Can you state how much you have paid to the District since you were attached to it ? No, I could not.
6755. There is no account kept in the books as between tbe Lodge and tbe District ? We used to keep
such an account, but we have nothing to do with them now.
6756. Have you studied the Friendly Societies Act? No, I have not.
6757. The result of your experience is not arrived at by calculation or figures, but is simply from obser
vation ? That is it.
6758. Mr. Langley.] The £46 19s. mentioned as an apparent debtor balance on your transactions covers
regalia and books which are the property of your Lodge ? Yes, and we have had such a year as we shall
not have again.
6759. Your printing and regalia go into stock as an asset ? Yes.
6760. And for all Lodge purposes it represents money ? Yes.
6761. Mr. Goldivy.] How do you account for the Management Expense Fund balancing so precisely in
your last balance-sheet ? I had to borrow from the Funeral Fund to make it up.
6762. You found that while the Funeral Fund gains mouey the Management Expense Fund goes behind ?
As I stated before, in our old rules we divided the funds differently from what we do now.
6763. And even now you do not find the division of your funds answers ? We have had no trial yet, but
this was an exceptional year throughout.
’
6764. Do you not think, in view of the Funeral Fund getting so rich, and the Management Fund going
behind, that in framing a new Act Lodges should have power to reduce the amount now provided for in the
Act, which is 6d ? I think they should have that option.
6765. Have you any Children’s Burial Fund connected with your Society? No,
6766. Widow and Orphan? We belong to the Widow and Orphan Fund attached to the District.
.6767. President.] During your long experience, have you found the Act sufficient for the purpose of pro
tecting your members ? Yes.
1
6768. And affording you all the protection necessary ? Yes, I believe so.
6769. Have you any complaint to make of the Act ? No, and at onr last meeting I submitted the matter to
the Court'.
6770. Do you always furnish the annual returns to the Eegistrar ? Yes.
6771. Have you any suggestions to make that may be of service ? No.
6772. Is that return (Commission's return) complete ? . Yes, except the signatures.
6773. Mr. Langley.] If your Constitution contains clauses in direct contravention to the Friendly Societies
Act, do you think the Act is being worked properly ? But we reckon it does not.
6774. If the Act says things must be done, and your Constitution says they must not be done do you
think the Act is properly worked ? Well, that is the Hegisfcrar’s fault; ho should not pass it.
’
6775. Mr. Abigail.] Have you read the Act sufficiently close to know whether it protects the interests of
your Society thoroughly ? Well, I am not a hook-worm.
6776. Are you aware of the provisions contained in it? I am going by the worknm of my own Lodge
and it is getting on as well as can be expected under the Act.
0
b ’
67-77. But have you made yourself acquainted with-the provisions of the Act ? No, I have not.
Tho Commission then adjourned until Monday, 24th April.
’

2lT"visfl5>

MONDAY,

501
3?RIE2JDIiY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—MUHTTES OF EVIDENCE.

189

MONBAT, 24 APRIL, 1882.
ftisiui:—

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P., President.
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
P. 11. HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
E. J. RUBIE, Esq.
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr. Stephen Mallarky sworn and examined:—
0778. President.] What Society do you represent? Ido not represent any; the Society I have been
Mr.
called for has been extinct for two years.
8. Mallarky.
6779. What office did you hold in the Society ? I was the originator and Secretary.
6780. What was the basis on which the Society was formed? Doctor, medicine, and a small weekly
* 882.
allowance in ease of sickness; the usual benefits.
6781. Equal to the ordinary benefits ? Superior, I believe.
6782. What funeral donation did you allow ? I have a copy of the rules here (produced).
6783. What was the name of the Society ? The liedfern Mutual Benefit Association.
6784. When was the Society instituted ? On 6th November, 1876.
6785. And when was it dissolved ? I should say about two years ago.
6780. What was the cause of the dissolution of the Society ? Well, it amounted to this, that most of the
members were exceedingly healthy and were paying their subscriptions regularly and getting no particular
benefit. Our arrangement with the doctor was that he received 24s. a year for medical attendance for
each member whether called upon or not; and extra for the chemist, whom we paid full rates to for
dispensing all prescriptions, and he deducted one-third when he presented his bill. Wo were paying these
expenses though the members were not falling sick, and they thought it was not worth while going on;
accordingly they called a meeting to consider affairs, and agreed to divide the funds at the disposal of the
Association and let the affair drop.
6787. And was the money divided equally ? Equally among the members of the Association, deducting
subscriptions not paid up.
6788. Do you know what amount each member received ? No, I do not.
6789. What amount of funds was at the credit of the Association at the time of its dissolution ? I
should say £15, as a guess. On our dissolution we only had seventeen members. When I think of it there
might have beeu double that money. I believe the largest share was £2 11s. That would have been
the share of all if they had fully paid up.
,
6790. But there were a large number of members in arrears ? Yes, and I think that is how the Society
became dissolved.
6791. What amount of contributions did you pay ? 48s. a year.
6792. No levies, or other expenses or charges r We never paid any levies, though they are provided for
in the rules. The rules are based on the rules of the Australian TTnion Benefit Society, being almost a
verbatim copy.
6793. And you paid contributions at the rate of 4s. a month ? Yes.
6794. And the benefits you were to receive were ? Doctor, medicine, and sick allowance, proportioned to
the funds of the Association.
6795. 10s. 6d. a week if the funds were £400, and a member twelve months ? Yes.
6796. 9s. if £300 ? Yes, and so downwards.
6797. And then I see a funeral donation provided for in case of death ? Yes, from £10 to £40.
6798. What was the largest amount of funds you had at any time ? I could not say.
6799. Did you ever reach £400 ? Never; we were only in existence three years.
6800. Your rules were registered ? Yes.
'
6801. In 1876 ? Yes.
6802. And are you of opinion that 4s. a month was sufficient to ensure all the benefits here enjoined ?
Yes, I believe it would have been had we’ had an ordinary influx of new members ; but we had no new
members; during the three years we were in existence only three new members joined us, and we were
losing by change of residence.
6803. Did all your members submit to a medical examination ? All after the first in.
6804. But not tho first members? They were received as passed.
6805. Were there any old men? None over thirty-six.
6806. And what was the limit of age at whicli you received members ? Thirty-six.
6807. And was the Society dissolved under the 2lst and 22nd sections of the Eriendly Societies Act ?. Yes.
6808. You have no general knowledge of the working of Eriendly Societies outside this Society? My
knowledge is very superficial.
6809. Mr. Ahigaild] You say you think Is. would not be sufficient to guarantee the benefits without
having a good number of young men joining ? Yes.
6810. What proportion would you have considered sufficient? Well, 10 per cent, per annum.
6811. How do you arrive at that conclusion, by figures ? No, merely a mental calculation of what I think.
6812. Have you made any calculation to ascertain at what rate the liabilities accrue per year per member
to a Society? No, I have not.
.
6813. Was there any actuarial certificate when your Society was started ? No, merely the opinion of tho
Registrar of Eriendly Societies.
’
.
6814. Did he give an opinion on your table of rates ? Yes, he gave me a personal one, and I believe his
certificate states that the rules submitted to him are capable of being worked at the rates charged. I
remember lie gave me au opinion that our rules were liberal, and that the rates charged would do all that
we professed to be able to do.
6815. Tliat Is, a week would give the benefits, and make provision for all liabilities that might accrue by
age ? Yes.
6816. Still you have never gone into the figures ? No, I have uot. It is a conclusion I arrived at in this
way, that so many Societies are able to carry on with such a payment.
6817.

■
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Mj'0817. While they have accumulated funds, have you ever known any Society that showed how much it
a, Mallarky.
aceumuiated in liabilities ? Jfo, I have no knowledge of any of the Societies.
MAriTlSSS
^r°11 simply conclude from general observation ? Yes.
^ ’
' 6819. Mr. IIoldsworth!\ Have you ever .given any consideration to the question of Friendly Societies ? I
did on the formation of this Society, but not since ; that was in 1876.
0820. Of wliat character was the consideration you gave, merely that other Societies had done it, and
therefore you could do it ? Exactly.
6821. You were three years in existence? Yes.
6822. During that time you had no sickness ? No.
6823. No claims for sick pay ? No.
.
6824. Have you any idea what the average claim for sickness is, taking one Society with another ? No,
I have not.
■
6825. Are you aware that the general average would exceed 17s. 6d. per member per year ? No.
6826. Then you are not prepared to give an opinion on it ? No.
6827. Presidenti] Have you any suggestions to make that might be of service to the Commission ? No;
I have had no experience.
The examination of Mr. James King was continued :—
Mr. J. King. 6828. President^ What Society do you represent ? The St. Peter’s Burial Society.
6829. How long has it been instituted ? Mince August, I860..
24April, 18S2, 6830. What amount of contributions do your members pay? There are three different classes: those
under ten years of age pay Ad. a week ■ between ten and sixteen, Id.; and over sixteen, Hd.
6831. What number of members have you ? 384.
6832. What accumulated funds have you ? £426.
’
6833. What is the largest amount of funds you have had at any time ? Over £500.
6834. And how has tliat amount been reduced ? In 1879, £300 were divided amongst the adult members
who had been a certain time in the Society; according to the time they had been in, they got a certain
proportion. I produce a return showing how the money was divided
1

Kune.

J. Ashton..............
Mrs. Ashton .......
Mias Ashton .......
M. Ashton.............
John Ashton........
Mr. Applety........
Mrs. Appleby.....
Mrs. Booth...........
H. Booth...............
E. Booth.................
W. Booth........ . ...
Mr. W, Bradshaw
J, Bradshaw..........
C, Burling..............
Mrs. Burling..........
John Bradshaw....
Mrs. Bradshaw
Mr. John Burling,,
Mrs. Burling..........
Mr. S. Bradshaw..
Mrs. Bradshaw......
John Baker.............
Mrs. Baker ...........
W. S. Baker..........
Mr. J. Burrell.......
Mrs. Burrell..........
H. A. Burrell........
W. Brown.............
Mrs. Brown...........
W. H. Brown.......
♦las. jirown.............
Mr. T. Brown.......
Mrs. Brown...........
H. Chappie...........
Mrs. Cfiapple.......
Mrs. Collins...........
Mr. Bays...............
Mrs. Bays ...........
Mr. Baws...............
Mrs. Baws ...........
Mr. Emery ...........
Miss Emery .......
Mrs. Emery...........
Mr. W. Edwards
Mrs. lUdwards.......
Mr. J. Gardner ...
Mrs. Gardner.......
Mr. J. Gardner, jun
Mrs. Gardner.....
Mr. Goode ...........
Mrs. Goode...........
Mr. Green ...........
Mr. C. Griggs.......
Mrs. Griggs...........
J. Griggs™.............

!
jYrs. Mtha

is
IS
15
6
1

s

0
0
0
6

8

G

n
n
5
5
7
7

0
0

.0

6

3
3

G
G
G
G
G

1
10
10

4
2

5
5
7
12
11
10
6
7
7
18
7
17
3
3
18
18
2
ii
4
13
13

IS
13
13
4

I
s. d.
4
17
17 4 T. Percival
2 0 T. Percival
14 24
5 3* T. Percival
i Of
i oi Thos. Appleby
■
17 4 M, Booth
14 21 M. Booth
8
*
3
M. Booth
0 10 G M. Booth
2 10 0 Mrs. Bradshaw
0 7 104
2 17 10' C. Burling
2 17 10 C. Burling
2 4 8 B. Bradshaw
2 4 S L. Bradshaw
2 17 10 J. Burling
2 17 10 J. Burling
1 0 0 S. Bradshall
1 9 0 S. Bradshall
1 19 54
1 19 5J W. Baker
1 14 24 W. Baker
0 IS 5 J, Burrell
J. Burrell
0 18
0 7 104
2 15 2| W. IT. Brown
2 15 24 W, H. Brown
I 3 8 W. H. Brown
0 13 14 W. H. Brown
1 6 34 Thos. Brown
1 6 34 ’J’hoa. Brown
1 16 10*
3 5 9 Henry Chappell
2 17 10 C. Griggs
2 15 24 John J)<ays
1 14 24
1 19 54 W. Ed wards
1 19 54 W. Edwards
4 17 4 Henry (Jhappcll
1 19 24 Henry Chappell
4 12 1
0 15 9 W. Edwards
0 15 9 W. Edwards
4 17 4 J olm Gardner
4 17 4 Caroline Uardner
0 13 14
3 0 6* John Gardner, jun.
1 3 8
3 8 44 R. G oodc
3 8 44
4 14 9 A. Green
3 11 0 C. Griggs
3 11 0 0. Gri^ga
1 3 8 John Griggs

&
4
0 ' 4
G
4
G
1
0
0
0
i
0
i
G
4
1
G
G
1
fi

4
4
IS
G
4
o 0
0 fi
1
11
11

Amount.

G
G
fi
C

0
6
0
0

0
G
0
G
6
G
G
6
6
G
0
0
G
G
G
G
G
0
0
0
G
G
6

|

Name.

1

iYra. Mtha

1

Mr. Hoppitt .......
Mrs. Hoppitt.......

IS
18
14
3
IS
IS
£
r,
o
18
J8
9

Mrs. Hoppitt .......
Mrs. Harher .......
Mr. Jas. Jones ... !

Mrs. King ...........
H. King ...............
E.'King ...............
Chas. King ...........
C. King...................
Mr. Korsman .......
Mrs. Korsman.......
Mr. -kicinbcr .......
Mrs, Kieinber.......
Miss K. Kiember
Miss E. Kicnibcr
Mrs. Minor...........
Jos, Minor ...........

6

-

2

15
15
7
G
o
s
8
2

W. Newton...........

i
IS
IS
2
5
2
5
5
r>
7
7
13
17
11
11
18
G
2
1
3
3
1
s
u
G

Mr. Richardson ...
Mrs. Richardson...
Mr. J. Russell
Mrs. Russell .......
Mrs. Blade ...........
Mr. Strange .......
Mrs. Strange .......
Mrs. Routley .......
M. A, Routley ...
S. Routley ...........

Mr. J. Tye ...........

0

G
6

G
G
0
0

£
O
4
4
‘A

s. d.
7 1(U
17 4“
17 4
ffi s
0 IS 5
4 17 4
4 17 4
1 0 34
1 G

o

1 11

6
6

4 17
4 17

G
G

2 10

6

1 19
1 9
0 18
3 IS
3 18
1 1G
1 1G

4
4
o

j

W. Hoppitt
W. Hoppitt
W. Hoppitt
Jane Harbcr
JumeB Jones

J. King
J, King

0* J. King

J, King
P. Korsman
P. Korsmau
10
H. Kimber
10 H. Kimber
1 11 64 H. Kimber
U
0
0 10 6 H. Kimber
o
3 IS 11
0
3 18 11
6
1 19 54
o
j n 64
G ■ 0 13
A. Minor
6
2 4 S
2 4 8 J. Newton
G
0 13 u
G
G
0 7 104 J. Newton
G
4 17 4
G
4 17 4
6
0 13 14 T. Percival
G
1 9 0 Mr. Loy
(5
0 13 14 C. Parker
0
1 G 3A
6
1 9 o' J, Richardson
6
1 9 0 J. Richardson
o
1 16 10
0
1 16 10 John Russell
0
3 S 44
6
4 12 1 Charles Slade
0
2 17 10 James Strange
0
2 17 10 .Tames Strange
G
4 17 4 E. Routley
G
1 34 2*
G
0 13
E. Routley
G
0 7 104
6
0 18 ff
G
n is 5
6
0 7 103r
G
2 4 s“ B. Purdy
o
2 17 10
0
i ii Of J. Tye

3 G
15 0
15 0
7 0
7 0
G 0
3 0

Mrs. Kewton .......

Miss Percival .......
Mrs. Parker...........

G
G

Amount,

5
11
11
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Mr. J. King,
Name.

Mrs. Tuck ...........
Mr. D. Tuck .......
Mrs. D. Tuck.......
Mrs. W. Walker..
Mr. Walker...........
Mr. J. Walker ...
Mrs. Walker .......
Mr. T. Walker ...

Amount*

Yrs. Mihe.
6
15
16
16
10
10
15
11
13

0
0
0
0
6
C
0
0
0

£
1
4
,4
4
2
2
3
2
3

s.
11
2
4
4
15
15
IS
17
8

d.
6£
0
2£
24
24
24
11
10
4J

Name.

Yrs. Mths.

J- Tye
G. Walker ...........
Mr, Henry Walker
Mr. H. Woodlev..
Airs. Woodley.......
Mr. C. Woodley...
Mis. 0. Weedley..

D. Tuck
D. Tuck
W. Walker
W. W alker
J. Walker
,T. Walker
T. Walker

13 0
4 0
2 0
7 0
7 0
6 6
C 6

Amount.
£
3
1
0
1
1
1
1

£^300

s.
S
1
10
16
16
14
14

d.
4*
0|
0
10
10
24
24

24. April, 1882.
T. Walker
G. Walker
T. Walker
H. Woodley
H. Wnodlcy
W. Edwards
W. Edwards ■

0 0

Summary.
Name.

£
Appleby.........................................
Booth...............................*............
Burling ........................................
Bradshaw ....................................
Burling........................................
Bradshaw....................................
Baker............................................
Burrell ........................................
Brown .......................................

Total.

Amount.

2
8
2
r>
4
2
5
2
9

s.
1G
2
5
17
15
9
15
18
13
4
19

d.
H)
r(
841
104
8”
4
8
0
4
84
94

£

8.

D.wgs ........................................
Emery .........................................
Gardner.........................................
Goode ........................................
Griggs

.........................................

Jones ....................................... .

5
o
4
3
11
1
14
0
4
s
14
9
4

17
9
IS
8
.11
11
10
14
13
9
14
4

£158 12

7 )
10 ■(
5 i
11 i
74
0
14
9'
9 i
*4 1
4

8 t
4
1

d.

King ...........
Korsman ...
K ember ...
Minor .......
Newton.......
Pereival ...
47 19 10* Parker .......
Richardson
Russell.......
1/ its

65 18
Chappie.........................................
Collison........................................

Name.

1

34 17

Slade...........
5 Strange.......
Routley.......
4 Spilsted.......
Purday .......
Tye ...........
4 T uck...........
Walker.......
0 Woodley ...

24

0

a

u

S

8

13

0

Amount*

£
16
7
6
12
5
10
3
2
3

4 4
158 12

d.
64v
10 l
17
11 5*J
1 14
10 4
7
8
18
13

£

8,

d.

ii

S!i
Si

8 0 6n
5 15 s r
7 12 GH
i 16 10 )
2 12 64
6 0 ’4
12 10
20 15 5tj
7 2
£300

4

8,

Total*

0 0
*

31

0 10

12

i 14
4

5 10

13 16

2t

6 11

8

227 13

1

23

5

C

2 12

04

IS 11

4

27 17

61

300

0 0

4
i

6835. Have you brought some books and papers to-day ? Yes.
GS36. What balance was left after this £300 was drawn out ? £200.
'
OS37. Were the whole of the members agreeable to this being drawn out? I believe so.
0S3S. You are not aware that some of them objected to the funds being applied in this way ? Ho ; I do not
recollect it. I produce the notice of motion that was given, dated 27th February, 1879; it is as follows :—
Notice of motion to bo considered at the quarterly meeting to be held on the 27th Pcbruavy, 1879.—“ That the sum of
£300 be divided as bonuses to the adult members orer sixteen years of age, from the time of entrance, ratably per year as the
length of time they have been members of over twelve months, from 31st December, 1878. ”
.
AARON GREEN,
JOHN GARDNER.

6839. The largest sum received was by Mr. Walker, £20 15s. 5£d ? No, I think by me—£16 and some
odd shillings, for myself and family.
6840. But do you know- that he received some £20 15s. 5|d ? No; I believe it was divided amongst two
or three different families.
6841. Are these Walkers all the same family ? No, there are three different families.
6842. And you say you received the largest amount? I believe our family did; £16 11s. 6$d.
6843. How do daughters receive,—are they members of the Burial lumd ? Yes.
6844. Mr. Pereival also received £10 7s. Old, ? Yes.
6845. Mr. G-ardner, £14 11s. 11-ad? Yes.
'
6846. Is that the Mr. Gardner who gave notice of the resolution ? Yes; it was ho and his family who
received the money.
6847. Mr. Green, £4 14s. 9d ? Yes.
6848. Was it he who signed the resolution? Yes. 1 produce a paper prepared by Mr. Guille, school
master at St. Peter’s, showing how the money could be proportioned to each of the members; it is as
follows:—
St. Peter's, 31st March, 1879.
I DEO to report to the members of the St. Peter’s Burial Society that in accordance with the time each member has
belonged to the Society, as specified in the papers placed before me, I hare calculated the amount each person should receive
to within one halfpenny.; or, in other words, 1 certify that no person in the accompanying list receives a halfpenny more nor
less than his or her equitable share of the £300 to be divided.
I have,
wlLLIA]U; a[JILLK

6849. Is he a member of the Society ? No.
6850. You know the 16th rule? Yes.
•
6851. It is as follows:—“ This Society shall continue so long as five adult male members continue together,
and that the funds of this Society shall not be converted to any other purpose than as follows: For
paying donations at death of its members and working expenses, and two guineas (£2 2s.) be paid to the
Sydney Infirmary annually, and a bonus to its members, as follows : For every adult member, for every
4SG—2 C
ten
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Mr. J. King, ten years’membersHp, the sum of two pounds (£2), to take effect from the commencement of this
Socl'et>',,!
Jou
then this distribution of funds was in accordance with this by-law ? 'Well,
Pr >
it does not say in the by-law, but they bad so much money they did not know what to do with it.
0852. But do you think in this distribution you were carrying out this by-law ? No, but I think there is
another by-law that by notice of motion wTe can alter our rules.
6853. Buie 24 reads :—“These laws rescind all former laws, and shall be in force from and after the time
they are registered by the Begistrar of the Briendly Societies in New South Wales, and no alteration
shall be made herein, nor additional laws made, without the consent of a summoned meeting of the
Society: notice of such intended alteration, or new law, must be given to the President, in writing, at
least one month before the summoned meeting, at which it will he brought forward. The proposed
alteration or additional laws shall also explicitly be stated in the summonses calling the meeting, and such
alterations or additional laws, if passed by a majority of the members present, shall he in full force and
effect immediately on being registered by the Begistrar of the Friendly Societies in New South Wales.”
Is that the rule you refer to ? That is all I can see.
■
6854. Then you admit that in dealing with this £300 you were not carrying out this 16th law? No, of
course we could not; but .1. believe every member was agreeable to it; I never heard any complaint
against it.
t
.
6855. Have you never had a complaint against it ? There has been none that I have heard of.
'
6856. Bo you think the people who received the sum of 13s. 3-id. were satisfied to see you get £16 P
Yes, I believe they were, because we had been in so much longer than they had; I had been in eighteen
.
and a half years.
6857. What is the annual amount paid by each member P Each adult pays 6s. 6d. a year.
6858. And the Society took the risk all the time ? Yes.
6859. And they still keep the risk P Yes.
6860. And you received this money ? Yes.
6861. Have many left the Society ? Yes, about thirty or thirty-two, during the last five years.
6862. Before the distribution, how many ? I could not say exactly; not above ten.
6863. And how many since ? There might have been twenty.
6864. Do you know why these twenty left,—was it because they disapproved of the division ? No, it was
not on that account at all; one party left because he owed us some money and he never paid it, and his
family counts six members out of the lot,
6865. And you do not think any left in consequence of this distribution ? No.
.
6866. Do you think it is a fair and honest thing to have a distribution of the funds of a Burial Society ?
Yes, I think so.
6867. Are not the funds subscribed for a special purpose ? Yes.
6868. And do you not think it is a misappropriation to apply them to any other purpose ? Not if all
agreed to it. If I had been in Sydney I would have been in-favour of it.
6869. Then you approve of it ? I do.
*
6870. Were any other members away at the time ? Yes, all my family.
6871. How many of them? Four boys and one girl.
6872. Then you have seven members of the Society ? Nine. We were away, and did not participate in
the vote.
0873. You were not asked if yon agreed or not ? No; we did not know anything about it.
.
6874. How long do you think Societies would last if they carried on their business in that way ? I think
we should last a long time the way wc are getting money.
6875.‘You have £420 now? Yes.
'
6876. And would like another distribution ? Yes.
6877. Have you had any alteration of rules during the last few years P Not since 1877,
6878. And this distribution took place in'1879 ? Yes.
6879. Did you apply to the Begistrar for approval of this distribution 1 I cannot say ; I do not know. ■
.
6SS0. Do your mejnhers undergo an examination before they are passed ? No.
6881. Yon take anybody ? Wo have a Committee who have to inquire into their health and honesty of
character.
6882. And they arc the judges of the health and constitutional fitness of the members?. Yes.
6883. And do you pay money whether you get'a certificate or not? We have the certificate of the death
of a member.
'
6884. Do you belong to any other Society ?. No.
6885. Mr. Slade.] Did you take your laws into consideration at all in the matter of this division ? ' I was
not down here, and did not know anything about it until it was divided.
.
6886. Can you tell me whether you received a summons to attend that meeting ? No, I did not receive
one.
6887. Were you invited to vote by proxy ? No.
6888. Did you hear of any other members voting by proxy who were absent ? No.
6889. To the best of your belief the vote was taken by those present without reference to outsiders ?
Yes.
6890. Did yon at any time see a summons sent to anyone else ? No.
6891. Have you any personal knowledge of a summons at all ? No.
6892. Did you see any advertisement in the papers at all ? No.
6893. Have you in conversation with any of the memhets heard that they did ? I never heard them say.
6894. Mr. Langley.] Your laws say that bonuses shall he paid to members ten years in the Society P
■ Yes.
‘
6895. Then if this says that any person who has been in from 1st December, 1878, should share in the
distribution, do you think it would be in accordance with your by-laws ? All adult members over twelve
months in the Society.
■
6896. This action allows any one fourteen months in the Society to receive a bonus ; do you think that
is in accordance with your laws P I do not thiuk there is any wrong in it; I never heard any one complain
against it.
_
6897. But if your laws say you shall do one thing and you have done another, do you think you have
carried the laws out? I think we have acted rightly according to our principles.
6898.
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Mr. J. Sing,
6S98. Have you acted according to your liy-laws ? No.
0809. Do you not think this was giving an unfair advantage to old members as against new ones ? No,
24 April, 1883
I cannot see it.
G900. Did it not give them a larger proportion of funds than they should have taken out according to
your laws ? No, I do uot see it.
,
6901. When you paid out that amount of money in 1879, in February, had you any funds left ? Oh, yes.
6902. Then how is it I find jn the books, “Interest paid to a Mr, Pereival,” amounting to £3 in July
afterwards? That is from Mr. Pereival.
*
6903. President.] Had he a mortgage ? Tes, he had a mortgage.
6901. Mr. JioldsioortA.] Did you register these laws ? I was Secretary at the time.
6905. Did Mr. Oliver make auy objection to Ikem ? Mr. Pereival was authorised to get them registered.
6906. How do you elect members; will you show me the rulo ? Buie 4.
'
6907. How do you admit them; under what rule ? Buie 7—“ The entrance fee for each member shall be
according to the following scale, viz.:—
d.
Each child under 10 years of age.
6
0
16
20
0
»
20
25
O
*14
25
30
0
14
30
35
0
U
JJ
35
40
0
J1
>>
No person shall be admitted above the age of forty years, unless they comply with the following, viz.:—
That they pay the yearly contribution for each year or part of the year they are over forty years of age,
together with the usual entrance fee.”
6908. That is only the fees; how are they elected ? They are elected by the members present.
6909. Can you show me the rule that says so ? We meet once a, month, and the proposal is made one
month and the election takes place at the next meeting.
6910. Did not Mr. Oliver object to anything of this sort ? No.
6911. If you have any disputes, how do you settle them? I do not know ; it would go by the majority.
6912. Did not Mr: Oliver call attention to the want of an arbitration clause ? Not that I am aware of.
6913. Are yon aware that the rate you pay, 6s. 6d. a year for £8, is equal to what any Pricndly Society
charges to give you £20 ? I do not know.
6914. Mr. Abigail.] Do you understand this 16th law to read that none hut adult members shall partici
pate in the division of any amount ? Yes.
6915. Did you receive £16 11s. Gd. for yourself? No.
6916. Are the children you received amounts for adults? Yes; the youngest was about twenty, others
twenty-two, twenty-four, and another twenty-six; I received for four children, or rather gave it to them,
6917. How many members had you when you made this division ? Well, there might be twenty more
than there are now.
6918. Then there were over 400 then ? I do not know; I cannot say.
6919. Had you as many as 384 ? Yes, I believe we had.
6920. Do you know how many participated in the division of the £300? I never read the account, and
only got it the night before last.
6921. This sets forth that 129 participated in the division; how did you settle with the others? They
were not sixteen.
6922. And therefore were not considered in the resolution ? No.
6923. Do you know how many were present at the meeting ? I do not know.
6924. Eor your £5 17s., paying 6s. 6d. per year for eighteen years, you received £16 11s. Gd. ? Yes,
but not for my 6s. 6d., my wife paid the same amount, and my children had to pay the same as myself.
0925. Can you say how much your family had paid in at the time ? No, I could not.
6926. Can you say whether any consideration was given to the actual liabilities of the Society when this
division was made? I do not know ; I could not answer.
6927. You took the money when offered without asking any questions ? Oh, yes.
6928. Presidf-nti] What is your Society principally composed of ? Of working men.
6929. Principally hrickrcakers, carters, and men living in the locality ? Yes.
6930. Is Mr. Gardner connected with your Society now ? Yes.
6931. Is he living in the district ? No; at North Shore.
6932. Mr. Burling ? Yes; he is at St. Peter’s.
6933. What do you pay in case of a child's death ? If under a month, 30s. ■ if over a month, £3, up to
ten years of age; from ten to sixteen, £5, and over £8.
6934. And have you had many deaths in your Society during the last five years ? Not very many; three
in 1877, four in 1878, four in 1879, seven in 1880, and three in 1881.
6935. Docs that include children as well as adults ? Yes.
6936. How much has been paid altogether ? £84 in five years.
6937. What other expenses have you had during that time ? No heavy expenses except the bonuses.
6938. What has been spent in bonuses besides this £300 during the last five years ? £436 5s., including
the £300.
6939. How was that divided ? According to the IGth rule.
6940. Did you receive any part of that ? Oh, yes.
6941. Did any of your family receive that ? My wife, one son, and one daughter.
6942. Beceived bonuses ? Of £2 each.
69413. And all members of the Society receive the same bonus ? Yes.
6944. What have been the working expenses during the five years ? The salaries, £23, during the five years,
6945. What is paid to the Secretary ? £1 per quarter.
9946, And to the Treasurer ? 2s. 6d. a quarter.
6947. A nd Trustees ? 4s. a year.
■
6948. What other expenses had you? Bent, £9 2s. in the five years, and £10 10s. for hospitals.
6949. "What lias been paid on account of postage, advertising, &c. About £4 Is. iu five years.
'

Mr.
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Mr. Thomas Pereival sworn, and examined:—
'
6950. President."] What Society do you represent ? Two; I belong to the Oddfellows and St. Peter’s
Burial Society.
■
a -i iooo 6951. What office do you hold in the latter ? None now.
pn ,1882. 0952. What have you held ? Secretary, Trustee, and Chairman.
6953. How long have you been a member ? Since its establishment on August 16th, 1860.
6954. How long did you hold the office of Secretary ? Prom 1877 till 1881.
6955. Your wife and daughter also are members ? Yes, all iny children.
6956. How many ? Six, besides my daughter.
6957. You were Secretary during the time of the distribution ? Yes.
■
6958. What number of members were present at the meeting at which the motion was moved ? Nearly
all who had the right to be present; it is only the male members over eighteen who are allowed to
attend.
.
.
6959. How many male members have you ? About fifty-five; a great many of them were not entitled to
be present, because they were under eighteen years of age.
_ _
6960. How many were entitled to bo present? I do not think there were five members within the
boundary but what were present at the meeting; and it was carried unanimously, because we considered
we did not want so much funds.
'
_
6961. Can you show me a rule which authorizes you to make a distribution in that way ? There is no
rule for that purpose ; it was done by a general meeting of the Society by summons.
6962. But was that amendment to the by-laws approved of by the Begistrar? We never sent him notice
of it; we simply passed the resolution.
_■
6963. But do you not know you cannot pass a resolution in contravention of the rules registered? Wc
did not pass a by-law at all; we have another £300 to distribute directly.
6964. Do you not know the Act does not permit you to do that? Yes; hut as the members were
unanimous we did not think it was worth while making a by-law of it.
6965. Then if they were unanimous to-morrow you think it would be a prudent thing to do ? I think it
would be very useful to some of the members.
*
6966. No matter what the law says ? I did not think about that, the Act is so complicated.
■
6967. Does not the-16th rule provide that certain bonuses shall be given to members after working
expenses? Yes.
6968. Have you received any bonuses ? Yes.
.
_
6969. What amount of money did you receive in the shape of bonus or bonuses ? I think I have received
two.
■
6970. That is £4 ? And my wife £4. '
6971. And your daughter ? She is not old enough.
'
6972. And in addition you received this £10 7s. 9£d. ? Yes.
6973. Is that all you received ? Yes, that includes the lot.
6974. And there is £8 additional to that ? Yes, £4 for myself and wife.
6975. You are aware of the 16th rule, which provides for these bonuses ? Yes. .
_
^
6976. And you will not tell the Commission that this distribution of £300 was in conformity with that ?
No, because I never sent; it was only by resolution that was carried.
6977. And you say that nearly all the persons entitled to he present were present ? Yes.
.
6978. Was Mr. King present ? I do not know.
'
6979. Was not he entitled to be present? Yes, if he was within bounds; they were all written to.
6980. Have you Mr. King’s letter authorizing you to vote ? No.
_
6981. Could you name any member we could summon who authorized you in writing to intimate to the
meeting that he was agreeable to this distribution ? I could not.
_
6982. Do you know any member who was agreeable ? Mr. Joseph Ashton wrote saying he was agreeable,
hut that was afterwards; but it was a letter from him that was the means of bringing the matter forward.
6983. Have you that letter? No, I have not.
6984. Where is ho to be had ? G-rafton—Harwood Island.
6905. And you are positive he wrote to you intimating he wns agreeable to this resolution? Yes.
'
6986. Did he know the nature of the distribution to take place ? Not the amount.
6987. And do you say that no one has the right to vote or to participate in the distribution except male
adult members ? Over eighteen years of age.
'
_ _
6988. Are there not a larger number of females than males? I think there is a majority of female
children,
'
•
.
6989. And a meeting of twenty or thirty persons distributed the money ? Yes.
6990. Do you mean to toll the Commission that only some twenty or thirty were entitled to he present?
No more.
6991. And there were only about twenty there ? I do not know.
6992. Do the minutes show the number of members present at the meeting ? No.
6993. Was the roll called? No ; I do not think it would he.
6994. You are of opinion that there were under thirty ? There might have been thirty.
6995. And the Society had how many members at that time ? I could not say that; I do not know how •
many there are now.
6996. Were there 300 members then ? I could not say.
6997. Would there he 400 members ? I do not think there would he.
*
6998. If Mr. King has stated 400, would it be correct? I should think so; he has gone through ib
lately.
.
_
6999. And do you think twenty or thirty persons would he entitled to pass such a resolution as this ? I
think so.
.
,
7000. Independent of your by-laws ? I said it was wrong, hut was overruled.
7001. Mr. Holds worth,] You have said, I think, that it was only males over eighteen that were allowed ,
to vote ? Yes.
_
7002. Will you show me any rule which says who shall have the power to vote ? We took the Triendly
Societies Act for it,
'
7003.
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7003. You have no by-law on it ? Ko,
_
^
,
. .
7004. Have you any by-law which specifics how members shall be admitted? Xo. 6 : “The duties of the - crcira.
"Working Committee shall be
To attend all meetings of the Society, and to inquire as to the character 2r7rin882
of all persons proposed as members, and to assist in the general management tor the welfare of the
P ‘
'
Society. All officers to attend the usual monthly meetings, or be fined 6d., unless a satisfactory apology
be received in writing.”
.
_
7005. X want to know who has the power of electing members ? Those present at the monthly meetings.
7006. Are they elected by the members ? Yes.
_
7007. You have no by-law which says how members are to be elected or to show who are your real voting
members ? No.
,
7008. If you have any disputes in your Society, how arc they settled ? By a summoned meeting of the
Society.
_ _
*
_
7009. But suppose a member objects to the decision of the majority ? We must go to Court, I suppose.
7010. Did you register these rules? Yes.
‘
7011. Did Mr. Oliver read them? I suppose so.
7012. Did he object to them ? No; he kept me waiting about a fortnight, and then sent to me saying it
was all right, and for me to come in and bring the fee.
7013. And those do not certify who are voting members, how members are to be elected, nor for any
"
provision in case of dispute ? No.
_
•
7014. The Begistrar of Triendly Societies registered them without a word ? Yes.
7015. Mr. Langley^ You have just stated that members under eighteen, though they may be adult
members according to your rules, arc prohibited by the Triendly'Societies Act from voting ? Yes.
7016. Then will you kindly read the 29th clause of the Act, and say how you come to give such a reply ?
That clause does not provide for a member voting, but that he shall not take office, as Director, Trustee,
or Treasurer.
7017. If that was an illegal distribution from your funds, are you aware that every member of your
Society is liable to sue your Trustees unless you can show a quittance from them ? I think we have got
that.
7018. Have your Trustees received a quittance for the payment of that £300 ? No more than the
receipts given in the schedule handed in by Mr. King,
_
_
7019. How long was it prior to the expenditure of this £300 that you had previously received a bonus ?
'
I got one in 1870, and another in 1880.
_
_
.
■
'
7020. If a similar course to this was pursued in all Societies, what do you think there would be for the
young members ? The same as there is in ours; if they conducted their business and left off so much
wasteful expenditure you would have plenty of money in all Societies.
7021. At the time of the distribution in 1879 you "had 150 members on your books? There were more
than that, little and big.
,
7022. Then if twenty members have the right to vote your funds away in that shape, what guarantee is
there for the remainder of your members getting tbeir rights when they want them ? They were not
entitled to them according to the resolution passed.
■
7023. The resolution overrides the Triendly Societies Act ? I am quite aware of that.
_
7024. Mr. Sladc?\ "When that resolution was passed about that division was any law that you bad in
existence at the time taken into consideration ? Yes, the one with regard to bonuses.
_
7025. And your members decided on that division believing the law gave them authority to do so ? I
believe most of them did, though I told them it was against the Triendly Societies Act.
.
7026. Were the members called together for the purpose of considering that ? Yes, by summons.
7027. What form did the summons take ? By circular, in which the business was set forth.
7028. And to whom did yon send that ? To all members who lived within 3 miles, and most of those
in the country.
*
7029. Did you omit any ? I do not think so.
7030. Are you sure you summoned any country members ? Yes ; I know I summoned Mr. Ashton.
_
7031. Did you receive any written instructions from any of the country members how they wished their
vote to be taken? I do not think so.
_
t
7032. Did anyone send a proxy for anyone else to vote in their stead ? We would not take it.
7033. The bonuses prescribed in your rules have been paid in all cases irrespective of this division ? Yes.
.
7034. Was the division classed as bonuses under the 16th rule ? Yes; they were put as bonuses to
be given according to the number of years each member bad been in as from sixteen years of age.
7035. In the regular bonus of £2 it was always supposed they were given according to that rule ? Yes.
7036. Yes, then what was the impression of the members that they received their quota by tbe 16th
rule ? Yes, I said that they could not, and it was ruled that they could do what they liked with their
'
7037. Who were the Trustees at the time of the division ? Aaron Green, Alice-street, Newtown ; John
Gardner, Military Bead, North Shore ; Charles Burling, St. Peter’s.
7038. Not the three who are upon the rules here ? No.
_
7039. Did they protest against the action ? No; two Trustees made the resolution.
7040. Have there been any threats on the part of your members to take action ? No ; they want us to
divide again.
_
7041. Were there any dissentients at the meeting at all ? No, not one.
7042. Was there any protest, verbal or written, against the action taken ? No.
7043. Are you aware that the Trustees are liable to be proceeded against? Yes,
7044. And yet you took part in this ? Yes. and would again..
, ,
.
, .
7045. Are you sufficiently acquainted with the Act to know that any such distribution as this is penal?
I know it is not legal,
_
_
■
7046. Aro you axvare that the Act makes penalties for such a thing ? Yes, but it must be done by the
members.
_
7047. Can you tell us whether by resolution at any time the disability to vote for members under eighteen
years of age was instituted ? Yes, there is a resolution on the minute books.
7048. Does it exist in either your present or any previous code of rules ? Yes, in the old ones.
7049.
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7049. Could you produce a copy ? I could not tell you.
7050. Is it not rather that this disability has been the result of practice ? We have never allowed them
to vote until they were eighteen years of age.
7051, And really it is a mere precedent you have established? It was a late law.
7052. There is none at present ? Is one now.
■
7053. And having had that clause of the Act pointed out to you, do you not see they had a right to vote ?
You will find that a person under eighteen years of age is not a full member of any society.
7054. Are the Trustees that you have given us the names of men who are in a social position to meet any
claims that might be brought against them ? I do not think so.
7055. Is the Society collectively able to refund the money if it is demanded by law ? Yes.
7056. The 129 persons who shared in that division out of the gross total—did any of the remaining
members protest iu consequence of not receiving some share ? No.
7057. Was there any claim by anyone else? No.
7058. Mr. LangleyMay I ask if they were all aware they were entitled to participate in it ? All orer
sixteen years of age.
1
7059. That legally they were as much entitled as others ? Some of the hahies were not, I suppose, but I
think they were.
7060. Mr. Griding.~\ This notice of motion—you have had a deal of connection with Societies—do you think
it is a legal notice ; it is your writing ? It is in my writing.
.7061. This quittance of the amounts; there are a number of them signed by you ? Yes.
7062. Is that tbe only legal quittance you have ? I got a letter from them.
7063. Do you think that is a legal quittance of all these members, your signature being attached to the
majority of them? I think so, because 3 received notice as to what I should do with the money, and I
carried out their wishes.
7064. Your Society is very wealthy, is it not ? Pretty well.
.
7065. Do you not think it would bo advisable to pay some one to keep the books better than they are at
the present time ? We cannot get auy one to do it.
7066. You got £3 for making out the return furnished by the Commission ? No; £1 between three of us.
7067. Mr. Abigail.] Is this (produced) the notice of motion? Tes.
7068. What date was it given ; the meeting previous to the night you decided it ? I could not say.
7069. Have you been in the habit of receiving resolutions and dividing funds on the same nights that you
deal with the proposals ? Oh, yes.
7070. You deal with it the same night ? Yes; we only meet once a montli; but that would come before
a special meeting on the quarterly meeting.
7071. Have you been in the habit when notices of this sort.have been given—do you not enter it in the
minutes? No.
v
'
7072. Well, I see that on December 5th, previous to this, there is no record of any notice of motion having
been handed in ? No, we do not do that.
7073. Are you aware that this thing purporting to he a notice of motion is dated the same night that yon
carried the resolution to distribute this £300 ? 1 do not thin It so.
7074. It the date on this and the date in the minute-book is the same ? It must be so.
7075. You have no doubt you sent summonses ? I am certain of it.
7076. Do you send summonses for special meetings without authority? Not without authority from the
Chairman.
“
7077. Is there any record of authority having been given in your minutes ? No.
7078. You do not take resolutions for special meetings? No; that was at the quarterly or a special
meeting, 1 do not know, but it was handed in, and I gave it to the Chairman, and he authorized me to put
it in the summons.
7079. I see you have been in the habit of nightly passing resolutions that certain members received their
bonuses ? Yes, that is when they become due.
7080. In 1876, was your Society in a flourishing state ? Yes, it has always been in a flourishing state.
7081. I notice ou 24th February a proposition to lend some £200 to a lady ? It wns not carried then.
7082. What security do you take when you lend mouey that way ? Get the deeds—a mortgage.
7083. This^is a correct record of the proceedings (the mmutc-looK) ? Yes.
7084. Are you aware that none of these minutes arc confirmed for years past ? They did not take that
trouble.
70S5. You do not think it necessary ? No.
7086. You have been a borrower from the Society ? Yes, and paid it hack.
7087. And they took the deeds ? Yes.
7088. When this division wns made, did you consult the 21st clause of the Friendly Societies Act, as
follows :—“ And it shall not be lawful in any Society to direct a division or appropriation of any part of
the funds or property thereof except for the purpose of carrying into effect the general interests and
objects declared in the rules as originally certified unless the claim of every such member is first duly
.satisfied or adequate provision he made for satisfying such claim and in case any member of such Society
shall be dissatisfied with such provision it shall be lawful for such member to apply to tbe District Court
Judge of the District within which 1he usual place of business of the Society is situated for relief or other
order and the said Judge shall have the same powers to entertain such application and to make such
order or direction iu relation thereto as he may think the justice of the case may require as hereinbefore
provided in regard to the settlement of disputes And in the event of the dissolution or determination
of any Society or the division or appropriation of the funds thereof except in the way hereinbefore pro
vided any Trustee or other officer or person aiding or abetting therein shall on conviction thereof before
twro Justices in a summary way be liable to be imprisoned with hard labour for any term not exceeding
three months” ? Yes ; I told them it was illegal without making provision in the by-laws,
7089. And notwithstanding you knew it was illegal you permitted the division without placing yourself in
communication with the Registrar? I was the only one who objected.
*
7090. If twenty men told yon to commit a robbery you would not do it? There was no robbery about it.
7091. You took your money with the knowledge that you were participating in an illegal act? According
to the Act, I knew it.
7092. You had no doubt it was illegal ? Nope,
7093.
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7093. You had been President several times ? Yes.
'
'
'
'
T, Pereival
7094. Did you press at the meeting with anything like enthusiasm your view that they were committing
an illegal act ? Only in the usual way.
24April, 1882.
7095. Most of the 'members did not consider the illegality so long as they got the pounds ? That was all.
7096. They did not go into figures ? Not the slightest.
7097. And you consider it not a robbery P No ; it was their own money, and they could do what they
liked with it.
7098. President^] How much money have you paid into the Society ? I have been a member twenty-two
years next August, at 6s. fid. a year.
7099. And you have received two bonuses of £2 each ? Yes.
7100. And this participation in benefits P Yes..............
.
.
7101. And you have paid £7 3s. ? And 2s. entrance.
7102. And they have had the risk all the time of your death, and they still have that risk? Of course
they have.
’
7103. 'What amount has your family received, your wife and daughter? My wife has received the same
as mo, and has paid the same.
7104. And what has your daughter received ? 13s. lid.
'
•
7105. Amy bonuses? No.
7106. Not old-enough ? No ; will not be until she is twenty-six.
7107. How did you adjust the amount of payment to the members wbo received their proportion of the
£300, if your daughter received 13s. 1-1 d. and you £4 17s. 4d. How was the amount proportioned?
According to the number of years a member had been in the Society over sixteen years of age.
7108. Those that had been in the Society fifteen years and nine months received nothing? They would
get nothing,
7109. And what proportion of the members would there be who did not receive anything? More than
two-thirds of them.
'
7110. And do you and your full members regard that as fair? We considered that the parents pay .for
the children, and that the children are not entitled to it until they can pay for themselves.
‘
7111. The parents do not receive it ? Yes, they do.
■
'
7112. Por. those under the age of sixteen ? We take no children unless their parents are there. ■
7113. What arrangement was made in order to give to the persons who were fifteen years and nine months
members of the Society tbeir proportion of the distribution of this £300? There was none.
7114. The parents received nothing from this on account of the children under the age of sixteen if they,
had been paying contributions for fifteen or fifteen and a half years ? No.
7115. And you regard that as equitable and just ? I do.
7116. Was any provision made for them ? No/none whatever.
7117. But there was no objection to taking their contributions ? No.
'
,
7118. Do you know what number of children under sixteen you have in the Society ? Over sixteen, 177;
from ten to sixteen, fifty-two; under ten, 154.
7119. Mr. RuJiie^] They are not allowed to vote until they are eighteen ? No; they.are not summoned to.
attend the meetings until they are eighteen.
7120. How many members then from the age of eighteen are entitled to vote in that 177? There
may be perhaps fifty not entitled to vote, because a great many of them are females.
7121. Would there be 100 males over eighteen ? No.
'
7122. Mr. Slade.'] As so many of these names opposite the moneys paid are signed by you in their name,
had you any authority for doing it ? Yes.
7123. Could you produce any authority for doing it? No, but X could get them.
7124. Can you produce any authority for those you wrote the persons names against the summons ? I
can got every one of them if they are not dead.
7125. Have you any hesitation in stating that the whole of the monevs are paid ? Yes, every one of them,
7120. President.] Do you not think it opens the dour to a great deal of fraud to have money paid and
received in that way without the parlies coming to receive the money ? It would not pay some of them
to come and get the money.
'
7127. But does it not place an officer of the Society in a false position to have to sign for receiving
moneys ? I do not think so.
7128. Do you not sec how improper it is ? Yes, I understand what you mean.
The Commission then adjourned until ITirtay, 28th April.

FRIDAY, 28 APRIL, 1882.

,

present:—

JOHN DAVIES) Esq., C.M.Gt., M.P., President.
JOHN Q-ELDINGf, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,

E. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. B. HOLDSWOETH, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE. Esq.,
E. J. ETJBIE, Esq.,
JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.'
7129.. The President made the following report -In deference to the wish of the Commission, I waited J. Davies,
on the Eegistrar of Eriendly Societies, Mr. Oliver, the day following the last meeting of the Com- Esq., C.M.Gt.,
mission, and reported to him the evidence which was given before the Commission by two officers of the
’i&.'B.,
St. Peter’s Burial Society, disclosing the fact of a distribution of tbe sum of £300 amongst a portion of
^
the members of that Society in 1879, in contravention of their own by-laws and of the Friendly Societies
Act. I learned from Mr. Oliver that they had not filed returns for the last five years as required by the
'
Act; -and that if they had supplied the information it would have shown that this distribution had taken
place, but having failed to supply.the usual annual returns the Eegistrar had no knowledge of this
misappropriation
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misappropriation of £300. The Eegistrar informed me he was powerless in a matter of this kind ; he had
no
an(l110 power to proceed against the defaulters. I pointed out the 13th section of the Act,
' '
which, I believed, gave full powers to the Eegistrar to proceed against such persons os misappropriated
the funds of the Society, as had been done in this case, lie advised me to communicate with the Crown
28 pn],1882. jjaw. Officers, and I told him that I should instruct the Secretary to send a copy of the evidence taken to
the Attorney G-eneral, and call his attention to the 13th section of the Act, which, in the Opinion oftho
Commission, was sufficient to clothe the Eegistrar with sufficient power to proceed against members or
officers of Societies who misapplied the funds, and asking him to cause the necessary steps to be taken to
prosecute the offenders, as the evidence disclosed a most outrageous misappropriation of funds.

Mr. George Lillie sworn and examined:—
Mr. Q-. Lillie. 7130. President.’] Ton are a member of a Eriendly Society ? I am.
n, 7131. What Society? The Protestant Mutual Benefit Society.
28April, 1882. 7132. Have you any rules with you ? One copy.
•
7133. How long have you been a member ? Since its formation.
7134. How long has it been formed ? Since 1876.
7135. What office do you bold ? Minute Secretary.
‘
'
7136. Not tbe general Secretary? There are two Secretaries, the Minute Secretary and the Einancial
Secretary.
7137. Have you any Branches ? No.
7138. What number of members have you ? I am not certain ; I think about thirty.
713D. What amount of funds have you ? I am not certain about that, but I think about £150.
7140. What benefits do you give ? £1 a week for a certain time, and then it is reduced.
7141. What: funeral donation ? £20, and when they are a certain number of years in it is increased; the
utmost is £30.
7142. What amount of donation do you give in the case of the wife’s death ? Half.
7143. What contributions do your members pay ? Is. a week.
7144. Is that the whole of the payments ? Those who register for the doctor pay 6d. a quarter eNtra.
7145. That is 2s. a year ? Tes,
7146. What amount of money have you paid last year for sick benefits ? I cannot say; I only got the
notice on Wednesday, and have been unable to see tbe Einancial Secretary or Treasurer, wbo have the
books. The meeting is held to-night, and I will obtain all the information.
7147. Have you any knowledge of the amount paid for funeral donations during last year? Only one
during the whole time.
7148. That is £20,1 suppose? £20.
7149. Have you any knowledge of the amount of money received in contributions and initiation fees?
Not the total amount; no, I could not say; the,Einancial Secretary and X were to make out a return for
the five years, hut on account of my being away it has not been done.
7150. TVbere do you meet? Waterloo Chambers, George-street.
7151. How many members did you initiate last year ? I do not know that there were auy ; perhaps three
or four ; between 1st January, 1881, and the present time there have been only four or five.
7152. How many left during that time ? I suppose about as many left or have been struck off.
‘
7153. Do you believe tbe Society to bo in a good financial position ? I do notA '
7154. Do you believe the contribution of Is. a week is sufficient to ensure the payment of all the donations
and sick benefits you provide for ? I think so, but the risk is too great for such a small body of members.
7155. Is the Society open for the admission of any person of good fame and character? No, only to
Protestants.
‘
.
7156. Of.any nationality? Tes; it was originally that,-but it was altered.
7157. Do you believe with the small number of members the contributions are not sufficient to ensure a
sound financial basis ? I think not.
7158. Do you believe tbe Society will live ? A few deaths would exhaust all the funds.
7159. And the Society come to a state of collapse ? Tes.f
7160. How do you admit your members, are they subject to a medical examination ? Tes.
7161. A searching examination ? Tes, by a doctor.
7162. Have you bad any persons admitted whose health you were doubtful about ? Not by the doctor.
7163. What amount do you pay per head for medical attendance ? 16s. to the doctor.
7164. How much to the chemist? According to the medicines he supplies.
7165. Tour contributions are uniform? ' Tes.
7166. Do you appprove of that principle? I do.
7167. Making the old and young pay alike ? Tes.
7168. What proportion of old men have you in your Society? The mean age is about thirty, over thirty.
7169. Ton have a number of young men then ? There are a number of young men.
7170. And some over forty ? Tes, some about fifty,
7171. Making an average of over thirty ? Tes, the average is over thirty.
'
7172. Are the present funds the largest amount you have ever had? Tes; it is gradually increasing.
7173. Have you found any inconvenience arising from tbe provisions of the Friendly Societies Act? No.
7174. Do you believe it affords sufficient protection to the members of the various Societies ? Well, I
think tbe Societies do pretty well as they like.
7175. Do you think that is a good state of things ? I do not; I think wc ought to have an actuary to go round and investigate the books, to publish tbe result of his investigation.
7176. And you regard the present system as a most farcical arrangement ? I do not say that.
7177. Tou say the Societies do as they like ? Well, I suppose it amounts to that.
7178. The Eegistrar did not demur to the registration of your rules ? No.
.
7179.
* Noik {Jn’revision) :—I mean that there is not enough of members to keep it in a good position,
f Note (on revision):—There is provision for making a levy at a death if the funds arc below a certain amount, so that
there will be always money in hand in case of sickness.

BJHEKDIT SOCIETIES ACT IHQUIEY COMMISSION—HINTTTES OF ETIBENCE,

209

7X79. Did he suggest any alteration ? He suggested a rule that we should settle all our disputes Oitr- Mr. G. Lillie,
selves,
7180. Have you embodied that? I think so; it is there.
£8April, 1882.
7181. The decision of the Committee would be final ? Tes.
■
7182. Have you had any eases of dispute which you have had to submit to this Committee? One case.
7183. And was it settled to the satisfaction of the members and of the Society ? I have heard nothing
more about it. He was not satisfied, but he did not take any steps in the matter.'
7184. Have you any suggestions to make that might be, of service to the Commission ? I do not recollect
any just now,
•
7185. Mr. Gelding.1 How do you reconcile only charging a member Gd. a quarter for medical attendance
and chemist with having to pay so great an amount ? We do not charge them, it is simply a registration
fee, as there are some members who prefer their own medical attendant; and if a member does not
register for medical attendance the Society does not have to pay the doctor for him,
718G.- Are you an off Branch of the Protestant Alliance? Ko, we are independent.
7187. What rent do you pay ? 3s. 4d. a meeting.
7188. Do you believe in isolated Societies like yours ? I do not,
7189. Tou think union is strength ? I do.
7190. Mr. Abigail.'] Tou have some knowledge of other Benefit Societies I understand? I was in another
Society.
7191. And you have seen their workings ? Tes; I had a good deal to do with one.
7192. Do you consider the supervision exercised by the Begistrar is sufficient ? I do not.
7193. Would you favour a Government Actuary to scrutinize the accounts ? Tes.
7194. I suppose in this small Society there has been no misappropriation of funds in any way ? No.
7195. Mr. Gelding.] Are your meetings well attended ? No.
719G, The members have no interest I suppose ? No; they pay their money, and that is all.
The examination of Mr. Thomas Forsyth was continued:—
7197. President^] Have you brought the papers with you, the balance-sheets ? I have brought this return
Mr.
sheet (jhc Commission s return).
'
T. Forsyth.
7198. Docs it show the amount of money you received last year ? Tes.
>
7199. What was. the amount of contributions received during 1SS1 ? It shows contributions and 28^Pri1'1882,
initiations.
7200. What do they amount to for last year ? £43G 18s. Id,
7201. That is the receipts from all sources ? All except interest.
7202. And what was received for Bank interest ? £47 13s.
7203. What was the amount expended for medical attendance and chemist ? . ^I’lie doctor finds his own
medicines; £164 10s. 7£3.
■
7204. What was paid on account of sick pay? £133 12s. Id.
7205. And what tor funeral donations ? £40.
720G. What on account of working expenses ? Salaries, £17 18s. 4d ; rent, £G 12s., including refresh
ments for Auditors ; printing, &c., £10 2s. 4d. ; and thercis £3 15s. loss on demonstration : making a total
of £38 7s. Sd.
b
7207. What was the nature of the demonstration which made a loss? A procession'through the town.
7208. Do you often have demonstrations in connection with the Society ? At odd times. °
7209. And have you generally made losses ? It is a loss at the time, hut it is a gain to the Lodge?
7210. Do you apply the funds of the Society to demonstrations ? Well, it was a loss, and was naid out
of the funds.
7211. Are not the funds of your Society contributed by the members for a specific purpose, to provide
medical attendance, chemist, funeral donation, and so on ? Tes.
.
7212. And do you think it is in conformity with the Act that you should apply the moneys for any other
purpose than that ? Well, I opposed the vote myself, but it was carried.
7213. Tou disapprove of it? Fes ; it is not in accordance with the Act.
7214. What has been the amount of money paid on account of funeral donations during the past five
years? The first four years we were under the District; they paid £75 and we paid £40 for the last
year ; that will he £115 altogether.
7215. WBat has been paid on account of sick pay ? £485 2s. 5d.
7216. What has been paid for working expenses ? £166 4s. 7d.
7217. What has been the total amount of income during the like period of five Years? £1,981 4s. Gd.
7218. Does that include interest ? No.
'
7219. What was the amount received during the five years for interest on investments? £212 IGs. 9d.
7220. Making a total income of-------? £2,194 Is. 3d.
7221. What has been paid to the medical ofiicer, including medicines ? £G62 4s, 7ld.
7222. What has been the total cost for all purposes during the last five years? £1,436 12s. 71d.
7223. What is the total amount of funds now in hand ? At the end of last year, cash, £1,076 12s, 91d.
7224. In the early part of your Society you were attached to the Sydney District? Tes, four years out
of the five.
7225. And do you find the position of the Society better now than when you left the District? Oh, yes.
722G. Improved in every way ? Oh, yes.
’
7227. Do all your members undergo a strict medical examination before being admitted? Tes.
/22S. Have you had any occasion to refuse candidates proposed in consequence of being unsound in
health ? It is left to the doctor.
7229. But have you any case within your knowledge ? Tes, one.
7230. He was refused ? By the doctor.
■
7231. Have you had persons admitted who subsequently proved to be in an unsound state of health ? It
has never been proved.
7232. Have you had any grounds to surmise that such has been the ease ? No.
,
7233. Tou believe all the members are in a sound state of health when admitted? If we n-n bv the
doctor.
°
‘
486—2 D
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7234. What; has been the experience of yourself and the other officers ? We hare not had a deal of
TWorerth. Fiie|fnes<:|. 0UT l0gSea have been more by accident; one member had his leg taken off, and others with
osTaiftS? ^r0^en ^eSs; another had an injury to his back.
pn ,
. 7235. Do yon admit persons of all occupations ? Tes, anyone.
7236. Have yon found in the working of your Society any inconvenience from the present Act?
Well, no.
7237. Do you believe it affords all the protection and shelter that the members ought to receive from the
Statute ? Tes, with that and our by-laws.
7238. Ilavc you altered your by-laws recently ? Tes.
7239. In what direction have they been amended ? We increased our benefits from what we had when
we left the District; we increased the sick benefits from £1 to d£l Is. for the first six months, and from
10s. to 12s. 6d. for the next six months.
7240. Mr. Abigail.'] Do all the members take the benefits? Not all of them; like myself, T would not
take the benefits, unless I was laid up in bed.
’
7241. .Are many members in that position ? In town there are over a dozen.
7242. Q’hat would assist the accumulation of your funds ? I know where there have been two members
laid up, and they would not lake tbe benefits.
7243. Have any of your members been deprived of their benefits through any informalities in complying
with tbe laws ? No ; of course they would he deprived of benefits while under suspension.
7244. But suppose a man falls sick and fails to send in a declaration at the proper time, does that deprive
him of his benefits ? If he can give good proof it was not through neglect it does not. We had a case
,
of that sort a few weeks ago ; a man was taken dangerously ill, and the certificates did not arrive; we
went by the doctor’s certificate, and gave him his benefits.
7245. Have you studied the Friendly Societies Act? 1 have read it through.
724G. Tou think it answers the purposes for which it was passed? Wo have never had any cause fo
try it.
7247. Do you send your returns in regularly to the Eegistrar ? Tes.
,
7248. Duly audited? Tes.
7249. By whom ? By members appointed by the Lodge.
7250. Have you seen the balance-sheets or examined them after they have been audited by these members ?
They have audited them in the Lodge-room in my presence.
’
7251. Do yon find them tolerably correct always ? Tes.
'
7252. No mistakes? No, there are no mistakes made.
7253. Do you think that style of auditing is sufficient, or would you favour a Government examination
of accounts ? 1 am not particular so far as that goes.
7254. But do you think it would bo a protoclion to Societies to have a supervision of that bind ? I
believe it would be a benefit to Societies to have them properly audited every five years by an Actuary.
7255. Tou are in favour of an actuarial calculation into the affairs of these Societies ? Oh, yes, because
it greatly lies with the Secretary, the Auditors not being acquainted with the style in which the hooks
may be kept; there may he many a little item with which they are not conversant.
7256. Have you had any cases of misuse of your funds at any time; have any of the officers misappro
priated the funds of the Society ? No, only the error I made mention of last week.
7257. Have you ever disputed the claims on the Society? No.
7208. Always paid the bills when sent in after duo examination ? I keep jiroper returns of members
returned to the doctor, and so his bill has to agree with the accounts I keep.
7259. Mr. Holdmorth.] Tou said your Society has improved since you left tbe District; if your funds run
low what provision would your members have? Under the circumstances, if we belonged to tbe District,
we should have no run of sickness any more than other Societies ; the District would suffer the same, and
would not bo in a position to pay us.
7260. Have you not known of cases where one Lodge has had a most unusual number of deaths, while
others have escaped ? I cannot say I have.
7261. Are you not aware that it can be seen in almost any lot of returns of Societies that some sections
suffer much more severely than others ? Tes.
7262. Well, what protection would your members have in such a case? They would have no more pro
tection than what is provided in the by-laws,
7263. Thou if you exhausted your funds they would be left out in the cold ? Oh, that is an impossibility.
7264. Have you ever given any actual consideration to the matter of Benefit Societies, to the risks ? I
do not understand the question.
7265. Have you ever considered the question of risks in connection with Benefit Societies ? No more
than our own is concerned.
7266. Ton have uot considered the question as to the advisability of centralizing bodies of men so as to
divide risks equitably over as wide a field as possible ? We found it was so expensive ; that is the only
consideration I have given,
7267. Wherein was it expensive? Levies.
72GS. What were the levies for that were so expensive? Well, there were levies for the Funeral Fund,
and levies for incidental expenses, and for the Superannuation Fund.
7269. Have you all these funds in connection with your own Branch now ? We have the Sick and
Funeral Fund, and the Incidental Expense Fund,
7270. Superannuation Fund ? No, wc provide for that in our rules,
7271. Mr. Mew fond.] Would there be any difficulty for you to give the average rate of sickness of your
members between the respective ages for the last five years ? I could not do it.
7272. Is your Society one of those I see is buying some property at Parramatta for a Friendlv Societies’
Hall? There is no Society in Parramatta doing that.
"
7273. I see the Societies have done so ? The members of the Societies have done so.
7274. Using their own funds? Their own private money.
7275 They have no authoviiy from any of the respective Lodges for buving this property ? Thera were
delegates appointed from the respective Societies empowering them to buv a piece of property and build
a hall; but it was more amongst the members ; it was not to be put in tbe name of the Society.
7276, But if the Society empowered tbe delegates to do this it would he answerable ? No.
7277.
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7277. Mr. Slade.] Tou mean you gave the patronage of the Society ? We will be put out of our
T. Forsyth.
own meeting-room by the Licensing Act, and we have to go somewhere.
7278. Did they pledge themselves to any outlay ? No.
'
28 April, 1882.
7279. Mr. Wcwfavd.] The Societies are not committed by any act of their delegates ? No.
7280. Mr. S/nde.] In your rules, have you adopted the piiuciple of graduated payments? No, not for
contributions.
7281. Have you made any special arrangements for superannuation? "We have in the rules; a member
is six months on the funds at a guinea, six months at 12s. Gd., and then Gs. a. week; and a free member
as long as tbe sickness may Iasi:.
7282. Do your rules give you power to sue for arrears of contributions ? No.
7283. Have you ever done so? No.
7284*. Tou mentioned in your balance a loss on demonstrations, how much was it ? In the five years
there were four, £19 14s. 3d.
,
7285. Did you at any of your previous demonstrations bavo a balance which would cover that if brought
forward ? I believe there was a balance some years ago, but it would not cover that.
728G. Did it go to the credit of the Society ? ,1 believe so.
7287. Then whatever balances there may have been in favour of the Society have been used by the Society?
Tes,
7288. "Was your separation from the Sydney District a friendly one ? Tes.
7289. Did you have your funeral gifts guaranteed for a year and paid ? Tes, and paid.
7290. How much did you draw? Wc drew £15 ; it was due just before that.
7291. Are you still attached to tbe G-eneral Order in the Colony ? Tes.
7292. Are any of your members still attached to the General Widow aud Orphan Fund in the District ?
Yes.
•
7293. Could you tell us how many ? About fourteen.
7294. Then, with the exception that you do uot pay levies or draw funeral gifts from the District, your
position is the same as it was before ? Exactly.
7295. Mr. Geldinp.] Have you any more assets than arc shown in this balance-sheet? No.
729G. Then virtually you had not over £2,000 to your credit at the end of the year? No.
7297. What did the Treasurer hold in hand ou December 31st? About £70.
7298. I see the average gives about £G 6s, per member; do you consider that a good average to hold per
head ? I think so ; we are always accumulating; it makes very little difference.
7299. You think it is immaterial P No, it is not immaterial, but if we have not got it we cannot hold it.
7300. Do you not think you should have a good average in hand in order to meet probable liabilities ?
'That is why we left the District.
7301. And yon have been increasing ever since ? Tes.
7302. Mr. SmM.] Would not success have followed your operations if you had been, attached to the
District ? No; it would have cost us £80 a year for levies.
,
7303. President.'] Have you anything further to add to the evidence already given by you ? Are you
going to bring forward a now Act ?
7304. In all probability ? Well, our Lodge is of opinion that if such a thing was to take place it is only
just that there should be some provision made to grant the Societies grants of land for building purposes.
It must be admitted that the Societies are a great assistance to tbe Government, as many a man is kept
out of the poor-house by his Society.
’
■
7305. You think then that the Government should make provision in any future measure that may be
passed to provide either places of meeting or sites for halls, and by that method encourage the Societies?
Tes, 1 think so.
730G. Have you anything to suggest in the way of legislation in the shape of an amendment that might
he useful? No, not as far as our Lodge is concerned ; wc have had no occasion for anything of the sort,
7307. Tou think the present Act is sufficient for all purposes ? For the present, and so far as our
Society is concerned.
7308. You have nothing to suggest? No more than that.
7309. Mr. Smith] You left the District in consequence of the District levying 2s. 3d. per member ? In
order to better our position.
7310. Will you point out how they benefited their position by leaving the District ? By leaving the
District we have been enabled to give better benefits than we did before, and have doubled our funds.
73.11. And would that not have followed if you had continued to work under tbe District? Oh, no, we
should have lost, this last two years especially.
7312. Then it was not in consequence of high levies yon left the District ? Well, it was in consequence
of the levies that we left.
.
7313. What were the levies at the time you were leaving per member per quarter? I could not answer
that for certain, but I think they were 2s. 3d. per member per quarter.
7314:. Will you swear they were-2s. 3d. ? No.
7315. Tou are not in a position to say what the levies were ? Not to a certainty.
7316. Mr. Siade] In regard to the matter of arbitration, would you favour the establishment of an
Arbitration Board, composed of (say) tbe Begistrar, with other members of Friendly Societies, to
form a final Court of Arbitration to settle all disputes, instead of going to law ? I do not think it would
make any difference myself; they would both be expensive.
'
The Commission then adjourned until Monday, 1st May.
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'■gwami:—
JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.,

M.P.,

Peesiuent.

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
JOHN GELDING-, Esq.,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
E. GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. R. HOLDSWOETH, Esq.,
V. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
E. J. RUBLE, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
WILLIAM E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mrs. Ellen Mary Lawrie sworn and examined
Mrs. E. M. 7317.
Lawrie.
7318.
7319.
ay, 882.7320,

,

.

President.] What Society do you represent ?

St. Erancis’ Sisters of Temperance Benefit Society.

What office do you hold? Presidentess. How long have yon held office ? Ten years.
How long has the Society been established ?

Thirteen years.

7321. And how long have you been a member ? Thirteen years.
7322. It is a total abstinence Society ? A. total abstinence Society.
7323. It is confined wholly to members of tbe Roman Catholic Chnrcb ? Yes.
7324. What number of members have you at present? Either fifty-six or fifty-seven.
7325. Pull members P Full members.
_
7326. Is that the largest number you have ever bad ? No, we have bad as high as 100.
7327. They have left the Society ? Some have left the Society, and others have got married and gone
into the country.
■
L
7328. Others have broken their pledge I suppose ? Very few.
7329. What contributions do you pay? 7^d. a week.
7330. And what are the benefits ? 10s. a week sick pay, doctor and medicine.
7331. And what in case of death? £10.
>
7332. And what is the amount of funds at your credit at the present time ? £55 19s. 2d.
7333. Have yon any money in the hands of the Treasurer ? £7 7s. 6d.
7334. What are the initiation fees ? According to age—from 2s. 6d. to £1.
7335. What is the limit of age at which you admit members ? Eorty-five.
7336. Have you many members over forty ? Yes, I think we have a good many.
7337. What yrmld be the average age of the members ? About thirty.
7338. Then you have a number of young people ? Yes.
7339. What amount do you pay the doctor and chemist? The doctor for each person 13s. 4d. a year.
7340. And how much the chemist ? Sometimes it is higher than others; we pay according to the medicine
supplied. Sometimes £9, £7, and as low as £5 a quarter.
7341. Mr. Gelding^ Averaging about £7 10s. per quarter? Yes.
7342. President.'] And to what limit do the benefits extend—do they go beyond the member ? To the
children as well as to tbe member. Suppose tbe father, the husband of a member who has a family, is not
in any Lodge himself, it extends to tbe children.
7343. How young do you admit members? Eourteen.
7344. Have you many from fourteen to twenty ? No, I cannot say we have many.
7345. Do all your members undergo a strict medical examination before admission ? Yes.
7346. By a doctor? Yes ; be gives a certificate that they are in good health.
7347. Have yon had many candidates refused? Yes; during the last two years we have had four or five.
7348. Who is the medical officer now? Dr. M'Donough.
7349. Has he been the medical ofiicer for a long time ? For four years.
7350. Have you any provision in your rules for settling disputes ? Yes.
7351. How are they settled ? By a Committee appointed for that purpose.
7352. And do you find that work well? Yes, very well.
7353. And do you believe your financial, position to be good and sound ? Yes.
7354. And that the money you pay is sufficient to ensure all these benefits ? Yes.
7355. Have you ever found any inconvenience from inability to meet your obligations ? No; we have
always had money in the Bank.
7356. Have you ever had a larger sum ? Oh, yes.
7357. How was it reduced ? By sickness.
7358. How many had you in 1881 on the funds ? I do not know exactly ; but one or two might be ill
for a long time. One person has had a good deal of money out of it—£15 in one year.
7359. Have you found any inconvenience arising in the working of your Society from the Friendly
Societies Act? No, none.
7360. Do you believe it affords all tbe protection necessary for tbe good government of your Society ?
Yes.
7361. When was your Society registered? 13th August, 1874.
7362. That is the date of the registration of the present rules ? Yes.
7363. Did you seek to get the rules registered ? No; we had a gentleman Secretary who kept the books,
and be got them registered.
7364. But your name is attached to them ? Yes.
7365. Does tbe Rev. Dean Sheridan take an active interest in the Society? Yes,
7366. Was it at his interest the Society was established ? Yes.
7367. And he is still the Director ? Yes.
.
7368. Does he attend your meetings ? Yes, and takes the chair and settles disputes when required.
7369. He has always given you the benefit of his countenance aud advice ? Yes, always, and does still.
7370. How often do yon meet ? Every Wednesday night, one week for a Committee meeting, and the
other for the financial meeting.
7371. And the subscription has never been more than 7-a-d. a week ? No.
7372. You meet in St. Francis’ Schoolroom ? Yes.
7373. Mr. Gelding.] Do you think that the average you have of £1 per head is sufficient to meet your
future liabilities ? Yes, I think so.
7374.
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7374. Has the Society been progressing or going back ? It has gone hack rather lately on account of
Lawne.
ha-ring so many sick.
_
7375. Do members forfeit their membership if they get married ? Oh, no.
1 May, 1682.
7376. ‘What does the Secretary receive ? £2 a quarter.
7377. ’What do you pay for rent ? £5 a year for room And gas.
737S. Are you making any members now at all ? Tes.
■
7379. Young people ? Tes, two this quarter.
__
7350, Mr. Langley.1 Do you think there should be any description of Government supervision of the
Societies in order to control the expenditure? I do not exactly know j so far our Society has gone on
very well without being under any control.
7351. But I am taking the Triendly Societies as a whole ? Oh, yes, I believe that.
7382. Mr. Holdsicorth] Tour Society was originally started on the basis of the Daughters of Temperance ?
Tes.
_
,
t
7383. Mr. Abigail.} I see that on January 1st you had £103 Is. 9d. in the Bank; was there anything in
the Treasurer's hands at that date besides this ? No.
7384. That represents the whole of your money ? Tes.
7385. And now you have £55 19s. 2d. ? Tes; it was reduced to that by having two quarters chemist and
doctor to pay ; two payments being entered in the one quarter.
7386. "What were the doctors expenses then ? About £10 generally.
7387. Do I understand that in the quarter endiug April two quarters bills were paid? There were.
7388. But it was a just debt I suppose ? Tes, but the Secretary did not bring the books forward in time.
7389. "What I want to show is that since January you are £50 less than at that date? Tea.
7390. Tou account for that by the excessive sickness I understand ? Tes.
7391. Is there any guarantee that the same sickness will not occur again ? They seem to he very well at
present.
.
7392. Tou have now about £63 as an asset to meet the liabilities on fifty-seven members; upon what basis do
you arrive at the conclusion that 7ld. is sufficient weekly subscription to enable you to meet all the
liabilities that are now due; have you made auy calculation in figures ? No.
7393. Have you had any actuarial assistance, or assistance from a gentleman well competent? Tes, we
had the books made up by an Auditor, to whom we paid £8 8s.
7394. But did he estimate how much outstanding liability there was ? I do not think so.
7395. He simply certified to the correctness of the accounts ? That is all.
7396. So far as you know, no estimate has been made of the accrued liabilities? Not that I know.
7397. So you are entitled to pay any of them who may die the funeral donation ? Tes.
7398. Then if six of your members were to die you have not got the money to pay the funeral money ?
Tes, but I hope that will not be the case.
.
7399. And you say one person has had £15 sick pay ? Tes.
7400. And is still entitled again ? No, not to the full amount, unless it is any new sickness.
7401. You have always paid all lawful demands ? Tes, all paid.
7402. Have you Trustees ? Yes.
7403. 'Aro thev female or male? Dean Sheridan is one, I am another, and Mrs. Hill, of George-street, is
the third.
7404. And the money is lodged in the name of all the Trustees ? Tes.
7405. Do you send returns to the Eegistrar every year ? This is the first year we have been required to do so.
7406. You have never sent any returns before? Not that I am aware of; the Secretary was instructed to
do all these things, and he may have done so.
7407. Have you sent returns iu for this year ? Tes.
7408. Have you read the Prieudly Societies Act ? No, I have not.
7409. You are not in a position to give an opinion as to how far it applies to Friendly Societies? No,

Mrs. Mary Ann Baker sworn and examined :—
Mrs.
7410. President] "What Society do you represent ? St. Francis’ Sisters of Temperance.
M.A. Baker.
7411. What office do you hold ? Secretary.
7412. How long have you held that office ? Four years.
1 May, 1882,
74 L3. What was the total cost of your Society last year ? £123 19s.
7414. And the receipts were-------? £82 9s. 4d.
7415. 1 notice your payment on sick account was £30 16s. 6d. ? Tes; it amounted to a groat deal last year.
7416. Was it larger than the previous year? I think it was ; there were five altogether sick—that is
£2 10s. a week for a few weeks ; aud then there were four.
7417. Have you many members on sick pay at the present time? No.
7418. Do you remember during the time you have been an office-bearer so large a sum ? Oh, yes, one year,
7419. Do you remember the amount ? No, I do not.
.
7420. Have you any returns showing the amount of expenditure Tor the last five years? No; we had a
paid Secretary, and it was left too much to him.
‘
7421. You do not know what the receipts have been ? No ; except by the Bank books and other books ;
wo could not fill up every little item.
7422. Tou have had no defalcations ? No.
7423. And do you think 7-3<l, a week sufficient to ensure all these benefits the Society gives ? It 1ms done
so far. We had £150 a few years ago in the Bank, but so many coming in sick runs a way, with it.
7424. If a member of the Society breaks her pledge, how do you proceed ? She is summoned, and if she
promises to reform she is allowed to come in, but is suspended for three months from all benefits; and
after a second offence we do not allow any benefits for twelve months.
7425. Mr. Abigail.} You stated that there had been year's in which there was as much sickness as last
year? Tes.
7426. A nd it may occur again ? Yes.
7427. Because you have the same members oftho Society and they are entitled to benefits ? Tes, though
there are two not now in the Society that were on the books very often.

7428.
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■ Mrs.
7428, Have many of your members forfeited tbeir benefits by breaking tbe pledge ? Ho, not many.
M. A. Baker, 7429 Have yon expelled any members during last year ? Ho.
7430’ Tou stated to_the President that too murb of tbe affairs had been loft to a paid Secretary ? The
1
1 GQO
" books were left in bis bands ; wc always kept an account of tbe expenditure in onr own books ; the Vice
President kept a book, I kept a boob, and the Treasurer had a boob, and we put tbe items down one
against the other.
7431. So that every precaution was taken ? Yes; there was no loss.
7432. Five years ago you had £150? Yes.
7433. So during that time you have gone back very much ? Yes; we have had one death, and »he was a
long time on the books.
7434. Mr. Holdsmrth] Vrhat do you pay per week to your members ? 10s.
7435. And what at death ? £10.
7436. What is the cost of the medical man ? 13s. 4d. per year.
7437. How much for medicine ? We pay the chemist according to the medicine be gives to the members.
7438. Your rent is a nominal amount ? £5 a year.
7439. Are you aware that without rent or any expenses the real amount you pay in the shape of benefits
is more than your subscriptions per year ? Yes, latterly it has been so.
7440. Are you aware that your sickness is nearly three times what ought to be your average ? Yes, we
know that, aud feel it in the Society.
7441. Are all precautions taken to prevent imposition ? Yes; we visit them at different times, and
speak to the doctor occasionally.
.
■
7442. Is it as easy to detect sickness with ladies as with gentlemen ? I think it is.
7443. Mr. Langley.'] Ho you remember how many members you had five years ago, when you bad this
£150? Ho, I do not; I think we had eighty or over.
7444. On that number of members you accumulated the sum of £150 ? When we first joined there was
no benefit for twelve months, and we accumulated tbe mouey by these subscriptions without any benefits.
7445. Judging from what has resulted to your funds siuce that, can you say still that you think 7£d, is
sufficient ? It would be if there was not so much sickness.
.
7446. But I am taking the case as you put it; from the operation of the Society up to the present, do
you still think 7£d. is capable of carrying on your Society ? Yes ; wc always keep the benefits up.
7447. But on the subscription alone ? Wc have found it sufficient.
7448. Looking on the funds at the end of tlm first year and now, are you still of opinion that 7^1. is
sufficient to carry on your Society on a sound basis ? I think so.
7449. Vou state that in the face of the decrease of your funds from this £150 to £56 ? Yes; you see a
death makes a great deal of difference.
7450. Ho you not think as your Society gets older there is greater liability to sickness and death? Cer
tainly.
7451. And yet, though you have been losing money since your first year------ ? Ho, not since the first
year, we increased for three or four years.
7452. But since then you have been losing money steadily ? Yes.
7453. And though you admit it is likel3r sickness and death will increase, you are still of opinion that 7-jd,
a week is sufficient ? I cannot give any opinion on that at all.
7454. How many benefits bare you had, and what have they been? We have had three tea-parties.
7455. How much did you make by them ? £25 by one ; I cannot say what by the others ; one wc made
very little by, only clearing the expenses by a few shillings; by the third I think we made £10.*
7456. Then that has to be added to your ordinary contributions ? Yes.'
7457. And even that has gone ? Yes.
7458. Then with these facts before you, on what do you base the opinion that 7-id. a week is enough ?
Some of the members have had money out of the Society, aud have left subsequently.
7459. Is that not likely to take place in the future as well as in the past? Yes, I tliiiik it is.
7460. Mr. Rubied] Have you any provision in your rules for making levies ? Yes,
7461. So that in case the funds wont down you could recoup them by a levy ? Yes.
7462. And I suppose you base your opinion as to the funds holding out from the fact that you get now
and then some benefit from a tea-party ? Yes, and wc can keep them three months without benefits if
' the funds run short. It has never been done, but it can be done.
7463. Mr. Gelding^] By what rule are you allowed to make a levy? There is no rule, but we have a
resolution to do it.
Tbe Commission then adjourned until Triday, 5th May.

FRIDAY, 5 MAY, 1882.

ftesmt

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.,

JOHN GrELHIHQ-, Esq.,
E. G-REYILLE, Esq, J.P,
B. J. HEWLAHH, Esq,
JOHH SLADE, Esq,

C.M.G., M.P.,

Pbjssideht.

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq,
T. ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
P. R. HOLDSWORTH, Esq
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.

Mr. Patrick Salmon sworn.and examined :—
Mr.

7464. President.] What Society do you represent ? St. Francis’ Brothers of Temperance.
P. Salman.
7465. What office do you hold ? Trustee.
7466. Have you held any other office? Latterly 1 bavo taken charge of the contributions in tbe absence
5 May,1882,
of the Secretary.
.
7467.
* Note (on

revision) :—£25 should have boon

£6 clear of expenses, and the £10 should have boon £2 clear of expenses,
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Mr.
74G7. How long have yon been a member ? Going on for fourteen years. I am tbe oldest member in
P. Salmon.
tbe Society.
7468. It is purely a Temperance Society ? Tes.
1
6 May, 1882.
7469. Confined to your own communion? Tea.
7470. What benefits do you give ? £1 a week; doctor and medicine.
7471. And what funeral donation in case of death ? £20 on tbe death of a member, and £10 on tbe
death of a member’s wife or unmarried brother’s mother.
7472. What is the amount of the contributions paid ? Is. a week.
7473. A uniform subscription from all the members ? From all tbe members.
7474. What amount of funds have you in hand at present? At the end of 1S81, £60 12s. 3d.
7475. And what number of members have you ? Forty at tbo present time ; we bad more than forty at
tbe end of the year, but they were nearly run out in arrears, and have since been struck off. At tbe
present time we have forty financial members entitled to receive benefits.
7476. What was tho expenditure last year for medical attendance, chemist, sick pay, and funeral dona
tions ? Doctor’s fees, £39 18s.; chemist, £19; sick allowances and funeral expenses, £67 8s. 7d.;
postage stamps, stationery, and printing, £4 7s. lid.; advertising, Ss.; accouchement fees, £1 Js. We
pay no rent.
7477. What is the total amount of your expenditure ? £152 9s. 6d.
7478. Wlmt was the total amount of your income for the year ? £109 15s. 7d,
7479. Does that include interest ? Ho, the Bank hook was not made up.
7480. Do you remember the amount ? About £3, as near as I can remember.
7481. What is the limit of ago at which you receive members ? Forty-five.
7482. Have you many members over forty-five ? Wc have a good few.
7483. How do you proceed against members wbo break tbeir pledges ? We give them two chances ; first
of all they are summoned to renew their pledge-----7484. And then are they reinstated to full benefits, or do you suspend them ? After three months they
receive full benefits.
7485. The rules are the same as those of the Sisters of Temperance ? Tes, only the contributions and
benefits are larger.
7486. What is the largest number of members you have ever had ? About 120.
7487. And how do you account for so many leaving the Society ? I could not say, bnt I know a good
many like a drop of drink, and they break their pledges.
7488. Do you observe that there has been a great loss upon the year’s operations ? Tes.
7489. Has anything of the kind occurred in amr previous year? Oh, yes. ■
7490. As had a year for the Society as last year ? Tes ; the contributions were less in 1880 than in 1881,
but in 1881 we bad two deaths, or rather one death and one that we superannuated. He had been receiving
£1 a week for six months, and then 10s. a week ; at the expiration of twelve mouths he received 5s. a week.
It is then optional with us to give him the superannuation money at once or to leave him at the 5s. a week.
We thought it better in this ease to give him the £20. This accounts for the £40 put down to funeral
expenses last year.
,
.
7491. Do you think that Is. a week is sufficient to ensure all the benefits your Society gives to its
members ? It has been up to tbe present.
7492. But do you think it is likely to be in the future ? I do not think it is, because we aregetting no
new members, and there is more likely to be a greater amount of sickness in future, as themembers are
every year getting old.
7493. What number of new members did you have last year? Only one.
7494. How many did you lose ? I think five, through running in arrears; that is, in addition to the
deaths.
7495. Can you tell me the amount of the expenses of the Society for five years? £244 3s. 4d.
7496. That includes everything ?
Ho ; there is medical attendance, £338 13s. ; and medicine,
£73 11s.; and there is £70 10s,; making in all, £726 17s. 4d.; and two deaths, £80; or a total of
£806 17s. 4d.
7497. What was the amount of money received during the five years ? £776 16s. 7d.
7498. That would leave a loss of £30 on the five years ? Tes.
7499. Do you not think that goes to prove that the contributions are too small to give the benefits your
Society has given ? Well, it does.
7500. And especially when the Society is exclusively confined to one communion? Tes.
7501. Have you had any disputes in your Society ? Very little ; we are pretty well united. The only
dispute we ever had was in reference to a fine which we inflicted on a member; lie took us to the Police
Court, and we gained it.
7502. Have you found any difficulty in working your Society arising from the provisions of the Friendly
, Societies Act F Ho.
7503. Do you furnish the annual returns ? Tes, regularly.
7504. Do the candidates submit themselves to a medical examination ? Tes..
7505. Who is the medical officer ? Dr. Moffitt at present.
■
7506. And ho makes a careful examination of all candidates ? Tes.
7507. Have any candidates been refused ? Tes,.
7508. Mr. Gddintj.~\ Do you believe it advisable to pay for the deaths of single young men’s mothers ?
Well, we made provision in the rules for that, and I think it is advisable, as the mother of a young
unmarried man is dependent upon him.
7509. What is your opinion of the average capital possessed by your Society at present, £1 10s. per
head ; do you think it sufficient to meet your future liabilities ? 1 do not think so.
.
7510. Ton believe your Society is virtually insolvent? I believe it is, to tell the truth about it. From
present appearances, 1 have no hope it will he successful in the future,
7511. I presume, then, you think these isolated Societies cannot possibly work well ? Well, I do not
know; Societies may differ from each other; ours is a Temperance Society, and it has members who are
not faithful. In other Societies there is no such restriction.
7512. How do you manage with brothers of the Society who may leave the District in which it is
established ? They are country members,
.
7513.
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Ik'7513. “What do they pay ? 9d, a week; the other 3d. a week goes for doctorand medicine for themselves,
P. Salmon. the gd meeting the sick pay and funeral expenses.
7514. I see according to your balance-sheets that you have been jumping up and down throughout the
' time of your existence ? Yes,
7515. You do not think that is a healthy state ? No, I do not.
7516. And the sooner it is wound up the better? I believe it will be wound up in spite of us, though I
should be sorry to see it; hut I cannot see any prospect of its being a success.
7517. How often do you meet ? Once a week.
7518. Where do yon meet ? St. Francis’Hall.
'
7519. Mr. Slade. \ Do you summon your members by post ? Yes.
7520. Do you account in this way for so large an outlay as 2s. 2d. a member per year for postage ? No ;
that includes stationery and printing.
7521. Do you think there is any chance of your Society remodelling their contributions to a proper
amount and keeping along if they were recommended to do so ? Well, I dare say they might; those wc
have at present seem to pretty well adhere to the rules, but it has not been suggested.
7522. Do you not think forty persons with sufficient subscriptions would be enough to form a strong
Society ?* I think they would if the contributions were raised.
7523. Do you think 15d. a week would be a fair rate of contribution ? I think it would he too much ; the
members would not like to have to pay so much.
7524. Yon went back £40 last year ? That includes two deaths that we had last year.
7525. But.as the money you received goes into one general fund, and all liabilities arc paid out of this
fund, it is income against expenditure, and you sec you do not have income enough according to your
Society’s working. Do you think 14d.. or 15d. would put you into a proper state ? I think 14d. would
be sufficient; that is my opinion.
7526. Mr. 2F&wland.'\ What docs a member pay for the registration of his wife? There is no such thing.
7527. Then a member’s wife or mother is entitled to the benefits of your Society, no matter at what age,
without any registration fee whatever ? Yes.
7528. Could you tell what is about the average age of your members ? Taking them on an average I
should say about thirty ; there are some forty-eight or fifty.
7529. Would fifty be the oldest? Yes, I should think so.
‘
7530. Were any of your funds devoted to the building of St, Francis’ Hall ? Yes.
7531. Have you still an interest in tbe hall ? There was a meeting called of-all the members, and they
unanimously agreed to give £100 to clear off tbe debt, with the understanding that so long as the Society
was in existence they had the use of the hall and light for nothing.*
7532. And how long is it since you gave this ? About seven years.
, 7533. Was your Society registered at that time ? Yes, it has been registered thirteen years.
7534. Do you devote any of your funds towards any other freehold property ? At no time.
7535. In the event of your Society not being able to meet its demands, would they have any claim on Iho
Trustees of the hall ? No, none,
7536. Mr. Moldsworth.'] If I understand you right, whore a member is single his mother receives tho
funeral money, and if the mother died he would receive the money ? Yes.
7537. I presume the mother is always older than the son ? Very likely.
7538. And as a rule the wife is not older than the husband ? We make no difference in that respect.
7539. Have you ever considered how much yon increase your risk by taking the mother instead of tho
wife ? We never looked into it.
”
’
7540. You have been asked as to what amount is a fair average; have any of you ever given any
consideration as to the actual risks ? No, wo have not.
7541. Mr. AUgaild\ Your Society is a religious as well as a benefit Society ? Yes.
7542. Do you, in the affairs of your Societj, exercise any control over its members outside the Lodge ? No,
except inthequarterlycommunionmeetings, when we summon them to attend the Church instead of the Lodge.
7543. But do you control their actions outside the Lodge-, for instance, if a member is a public man aro
his public acts controlled by your Society ? No, we have nothing to do with that.
7544. I see in the introduction to your rules it states your Society “ has now stood the test of time, and
has stood it well.” Is that correct in your opinion? That is up to the time tho rules were revised, in
1874 ; it did so up to that time.
7545. 'What funds had you at that time? I think we had close on £300; I know for the first throe or
four years we had as much as £250 or £300.
7546. So that during the last eight years you have gone about £250 back ? Yes; we had about 120
members then, most of whom were then young men, and we had hut few deaths for the first three or four
, years. When we first established wo had a temperance organization, the meetings being held in the
Church ; we put our heads together and thought it would be advisable to have a Benefit Society in connection
with the Society, and requested the Vicar-General to give us his approval, and he consented. That is how
we formed the Society. For the first twelve months sixteen or eighteen of us stuck together, and paid our
contributions and entrance fees until we had a fund to have a doctor for the benefit of the members who
came afterwards. I had being paying into the Society for eleven months when I met with an accident,
breaking three fingers, but I got no benefits.
7547. That is to say that a number of members entitled to benefits did not claim them ? That was on
the formation of the Society.
7548. Does that apply to members now ? No, they do take them.
7549. I see yon admit members up to forty-five? Yes.
7550. Have you ever admitted any up to forty-five ? No.
7551. But there can he no question about the fact that for tho last eight years you have gone back
considerably? We have fallen back no doubt.
7552. You have stated that you have no hopes for the future prosperity of the Society ? I have no hopes.
7553. Have you brought that before the members ? No.
7554. Has it been brought before the members ? It has been talked over with the idea, of trying tho
workings of a temperance crusade, and we asked the Vicar-General what was his opinion ; be gave ns
every encouragement, and said he would hold meetings.
7555.
* Hote (on revision)

InEfccad of £100 it should he £30, as (hat is all wc ever gave.
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I? 18 a
^or
^as^: eiobt years Is. a week lias not been sufficient ? It lias not.
Mr.
7556. Do any of your members belong to more than one Society p I could not say.
P. Salmon.
7557. Are there any amounts paid for spiritual duties performed by tho Chaplain of the Society ? Tea.
6 May, 1882.
7558. What is the amount P 2s. Gd. a week.
7550. Are you thoroughly conversant with the provisions of tho Friendly Societies Act?
I am not.
75G0. Aou are not in a position to give an opinion as to how far it protects your Society ? No.
7561. Have you furnished regular returns to the Eegistrar ? Yes.
7562. And balance-sheets ? Yes.
7563. And they would disclose the fact that your Society has been going back ? The same as you have
seen them.
job
j
7564. And your experience is that the members are so careless in complying with the laws? Yes ■ last
year lour leit us and never gave us notice until they "were in arrears.
7565. Were they old or young members ? Old members.
7606. But were they aged men? No.
7567. Had they drawn benefits? Ales.
■
^ave you anything further to add to your evidence already given ? Nothing further.
7oG9. In reference to the £100 you paid towards the Building Fund of the schoolroom, has the Society
any document to show that they have a right to use the building without payment ? Nothing more than
the verbal expression of the Parochial Council.
b
^1 Supposing the Vicar-G-eneral died, what position would you he in with respect to the members of
the Parochial Council ? It consists of twenty-one.
*
7571. Have you any receipt ? Not to my knowledge ; I could not say.
/5/2, How often do you use the hall? Once a week.
7573; And it is cleaned and gas is provided and nothing to pay ? No, nothing to pav. and there has been
nothing to pay for the last seven years.
■
’L-it'
^ear^ understood that you aro to have the use of the place and gas free ? Yes,
Mr- GrcviUo.] What is the amount paid annually to your spiritual director ? £6 10s.
75/6. It is a variable amount, is it not? Ho.
7577. Ho you also pay for the masses said at the death of a member, or does that include it ? Well, the
member himself generally gets that done.
*
llll' vUt bJr/?ur rules 7011
to Pa7 ifc ? I am not aware that we have done it.
757SJ. lour 13th rule says “ the spiritual director shall receive from the funds of the Guild the usual
honorarium for each mass,” can you tell me whether that is complied with ? I am not aware that it
nas been done; but it the members were united to pass a resolution to have it done thev would aeree to
nave it done.
“
&
7580. Ho you know what “ the usual honorarium” is ? 5s. in these cases.
7581. But you cannot say whether this has or has rot been'paid ? I cannotf
■
7582. But you know he receives 2s. Od. a week ? Yes.

Mr, Thomas Etherington sworn and examined :—
Vi^‘ President.] What is the name of your Society ? The Sons of Perseverance Friendly Society.
7dS4. When was your Society instituted ? In .1852.
^ere you at any time connected with the Histriet Grand Lodge of Oddfellows ? We were.
7o8G. How many years ago ? We became a neutral Lodge in 1861.
/-587. What was your reason for seceding from the general body ? Simply because we did not nay a fine
of a pound.
■
1 ^
7588. AAhat office do you hold ? Secretary,
.
7589. How long have you held the office ? Three years.
7590. And how long have you been a member ? Twenty-four years.
7591. What number of members have you ? Eighty-uine.
7592. Have you ever had a larger number than that ? Yes; wo are decreasing since we became neutral •
we have been up as high as 120.
7593: How do you provide for members’ clearances from your Society into the country ? We are not in
a position to give_a clearance, as we are not acknowledged by the District.
Chldfotiows^ ^ro™*on
y°u ma^e f°r such members ? None; when they leave us they are no longer
iS
amoun*
contributions paid by your members ? A shilling a week.
7596. And what is the amount of the initiation fee ? According to age.
7597. Ho you make any other charges on your members ? We had formerly a Widow and Orphan Fund,
but it was disconnected from ours, and it is now defunct. ■
7598. What amount of funds have yon to yonr credit ? £1,028 0s 3d.
yano
iPclades tbe freehold property that you have ? All that we are possessed of.
i”Xi' TiHr?JS *1,000 in freclio3d property ? Yes, that is what we assess the value of our hall.
7601. What was your total income for last year ? £279 9s. 7d.
/602. What was the expenditure for the year ? £278 3s. 8d.
/603. And you made a very small profit of 25s. lid. ? That is all.
7604 Do you let the hall for any other purpose ? Yes, by which we have a “ Building Fund.” We let
« to the Loimcii of Education as a school, at a rental of £52 per annum. This is added to the general
tuna to make up the total.
b
7605. Is this Building Fund included in the total worth of the Society’s funds which you have named ?
7606. And what is the value of it? £110 16s. 8d.
X X is 'a8eP‘Tte fn"d’ “ addUiou t0 *6 £1,028 0s. 3d. ? Yes, different from the general fund.
,would if be available m case you require a fund for sick pay and funeral donations ? Yes.
TbU.J. What was the original cost of the purchase of the hall ? We built the hull ourselves, and I think
it cost something like £800. We pulled down a dilapidated old building, and the old materials were
m~2 E
utilized,

«.

^ Mr. T.
Etherington.

5 May, 1882,
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Mr. T.
utilized, the contract being something like £700. The property is onr own now, clear ; though, to assist
Etherington. 11H
oue time, we had to borrow from one of the Building Societies, bnt the money has been repaid, and
K UTifiSa tfm building is now our own.
' a^’
‘.7610, How many members hare left the Society during the last year ? About four.
7611. How many have you initiated ? None,
7612. Ho you give tbe usual benefits to your members ? Tea.
7613. Do all your members pass a medical examination? Yes; they must do so before they are
initiated.
■
_
7614. And do you approve of your Society standing aloof from the general bodies ? No; I have opposed
■
it, and I am one of a deputation to wait upon tbe Druids to-night with a view to amalgamation. There
are a good many of us who would be glad to go back, but we have always been beaten. The last resource
is now that we must do something unless we go insolvent, because the finances are getting less and the
members are getting older; bence we purpose to go into any Society that will accept us. Last meeting
night I summoned the whole of the members to attend, with the view of seeing whether the Druids would
accent us. The following letter has been written to them :—
,
Wednesday, April 10th, 1882.
Sons of Perseverance Friendly Society, neutral body, formerly of the G. TJ. 0. of Oddfellows.
To Mr. Humphry, Grand Master, Ancient Order of Druids.
Dear Sir and Brothers,
_
_
It was proposed, seconded, and resolved on meeting night, April 17th, 18S2, being a special summons
meeting night for the occasion, I have been requested to write to you to ask for information in reference to amalgamation
with your Order, We are at present a neutral body from, the Grand United Order of Oddfellows. We have about
ninety-seven financial members; our average ages are about forty-nine years. I also enclose our last quarter’s balance
sheet for further information.
_
■
If you will kindly answer this note as soon as convenient, you will greatly oblige—
Your obedient servant,
THOMAS ETHERINGTOH,
Residence, 38 Queen-street, Woollahra.
Secretary, Sons of Perseverance Lodge.
Our intention is this evening to wait on the Grand Master or Grand Secretary, with a view of getting
some information.
_
....
•
e r
7615. Have you had any conference with your members with a view of dissolving the Society r Last
meeting night was in reference to the matter.
_
7616. Was there a proposal to sell the property? No ; we could not in consequence of so many members
remaining in the Society; we have a law that we cannot sell while so many remain together.
7617. But there was a desire to dissolve and sell the property ? There was on the part of some, but the
majority desired to see the Society progress if it possibly could do so.
_
7618. On what terms and conditions do you desire to join the Druids, supposing they are agreeable ? I
do not know.
'
_
7619. What has been the total expenditure in your Society for the last five years? £1,228 10s. 3d.,
excluding funeral donations, which I cannot give just now.
_
7620. Will you kindly furnish the Commission with the amount paid on account of funeral donations?
Oh, yes.
.
.
7621. Can you tell me the total receipts for five years ? No; I am not prepared with that, but I will let
you have it.
.
7622. Can you tell the Commission whether the receipts for five years have been equal to the expendi
ture ? - Well, I believe it is rather under than over; the last five years we have been decreasing every
way—the members have been getting less, and the finances have been less.
7623. The members have been growing older, and the liabilities greater ? It must be so.
■
7624. Have you found any inconvenience arising from the working of the Act? No.
7625. Do yon furnish your annual returns ? Yes.
. _
7626. Do your consider your Society well managed? 'To speak fairly, I consider we are hot well
managed; myself and the Treasurer are the only two who are representing our Society ; I believe it would
be better if we were amalgamated with some other Order.
_
7627. Will you send all the information in as soon as possible to the Secretary ? Yes, with pleasure.
7628. What would the average age of your members be ? About forty-nine years.
7629. Are there many of the old original members still in the Society ? The majority of them are old
members.
7830. Some sixiy years of age ? Some over sixty.
.
7631. Mr. Gelding^ You do not believe that isolated Triendly Societies can exist ? No, I believe m
amalgamation.
7632. Your Society has been going back since 1876? ------_
_
7633. I see ten years ago the value of your property was £300 ? That is very likely.
_
7634. Do you consider your property has risen in value to the extent of £700 ? Yes, I do, in that
neighbourhood.
7635. You have only £30 tangible funds ? That is all from the general fund.
7636. What special levies do you make ? We have in a short quarter of six weeks Is. 6d. a member.;
and Is. 9d. in a long quarter.
’
.
7637. What is the meaning of the item “ Travelling expenses”? We had a brother^ living at Balmain
who was sick and another volunteered to go and visit him, and had his steamer fare paid by the Lodge.
7638. Is it a rule of your Branch to do this ? It has never been done before.
7639. Have you considered the liability existent upon members being forty-three years of age? Well,
there might be a liability.
' 7640. Have you ever tried any other Society ? Not to my knowledge. _
.
7641. You say that it was against your wish that you left the Grand United Order of Oddfellows ? Un
doubtedly it was ; there is nothing like unity.
,
,
' 7642. Were the Grand United Order of Oddfellows willing to accept those who were against tins
proposition to secede ? Well, we never divided upon that point; if wc left the Lodge wc should have had
to throw up our contributions and leave it.
, „
. „ 0
,
JT_ „
, ,
7643. The impression abroad is that your Lodge is very sound financially ? You have the figures tietore
you ; you can judge for yourself.
7644.
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7644. Mr. Smith P\ You have not initiated any members for the last four years? I do not think we have,
Mr. T.
bnt I am not positive.
,
. . _ .
Etbermgton.
7645. Ho you [think that is owing to the fact that you have adhered to a high scale of initiation fees ?
No ; they have been as they are now for many many years.
’
7646. You are aware of the fact that the largest Societies, such as the Manchester Unity and Foresters,
take members at eighteen years of age for from 7s. 6d. to 5s. ? I am aware of that.
7647. And you charge them a guinea ? Yes.
_
7648. Has that not operated against your Society ? I do not think so ; the neutrality has operated against
the Society.
_ _
_
7649. It is a fact that since 1879 yonr Society has been living on the rent of the building to a great
extent ? It has been a great assistance to ns.
_
7650. In looking back I sec you have gradually been losing money since 1879 ? We have been decreasing
for years.
‘
'
'
7651. A very large number of yonr members receive a sick allowance; they are frequently on the funds
of the Society? Some quarters more than others.
_
_
7652. That would result from the fact that all your members are old members? They certainly are in
the majority now; wc have some young ones; some under forty, but not a great many, perhaps five or six.
7653. Have you had many disputes in connection with your Society since yon seceded from the District ?
No, not any of any account; no more than the dispute between ns and the District.
7654. Have you had to resort to litigation in any cases ? No, not to my knowledge.
7655. Have any of your funds been misappropriated iu any way ? Years ago there was a brother of the
Society that did place some of the funds to his own account, and had to suffer in gaol for it.
7656. Wns that before or after yon seceded ? After.
7657. Was the hall purchased before or after you seceded ? Before.
7658. Was the amount misappropriated large ? About £120.
7659. Mr. Abigail.] Have you had any experience in any other Friendly Society than this ? None
whatever.
7660. When you were connected with the District, did you take any active part in the District work ? No,
I did not.
7661. So your experience is confined to your own Society? That is all.
7662. As an individual, are yon in favour of Friendly Societies being permitted to invest their funds in
building halls ? Well, 1 think that if a Society gets a hall it is the first foundation to work upon, and it
is one of the mainstays to uphold a Society
_
7663. Would you permit them to uso all their funds in this way, or limit them to a certain amount?
Limit them to a certain amount.
_
7664. What percentage of the funds in hand would you limit them to ? I should say about two-thirds,
so as to keep a little in hand.
7665. You have no doubt your Society is not prospering? I do not see that it can possibly prosper.
7666. Arc the benefits taken by the generality of the members, or is it confined to a few ? Well, I do
not think there are any particularly. There were one or two who tried a little to impose, but they were
watched pretty carefully.
^
7667. Are any of them members of other Societies ? We have members in our Society who are connected
with other Societies such as Trades’ Unions, but I do not know of others.
7668. Do you favour the principle of permitting members to join more than one Society ? I say let him
join as many Societies as he likes.
7669. You would treat it as an Insurance Society ? Yes; the main thing is to see that he does not receive
the sick pay unless he is sick.
■
_
7670. Are you in a position to say whether the supervision at present exercised by the Begistrar is
sufficient ? I could not say.
7671. Do you consider that tabulated statements of tbe position of each Society should be prepared and •
?ublisbed every year by a Hovemment authority ? I see no objection to it.
672. Would you favour a Government inspection of the hooks and accounts of each Society ? I
think so.
7673. And supposing a Governmeut officer found the Society going back for a number of years, would you
have a provision in the Act to compel them either to raise their subscriptions or lower their benefits ?
We can make provision by adding a levy.
7674. Have yon paid the Begistrar any fees in any case ? I do not recollect anything having ever been
paid to him.
7675. Have you been called upon to consult him in any matters ? No, none whatever,
7676. You send in your aunnal returns ? Yes, I have sent them in every year.
7677. Mr. Greville'] Who assessed the value of your hall ? I think the assessor connected with the
municipality,
7678. But who assessed it for'the purpose of entering it in your balance-sheet ? I think it was done by
the Cleric of the Municipality of Sydney.
7679. That is for the rates ? Yes.
7680. And you have taken it at that ? Undoubtedly.
7681. Who assessed it for tho purposes of this balance-sheet ? I think we have done so.
7682, When was this assessment made ? Six or seven years ago, and it has become of more value since.
7683. What do you consider the present value of the property ? It has risen perhaps 5 per cent. more.
7684. Where is the objection to your joining the parent Society, to which you were once attached ? The
objection is that we have a large number of members against us.
7GS5, And what is their objection ? I have not heard it explained, and do not understand the reason,
7686. Would the District Lodge receive you back again ? I think they would if we paid the demands we
ought to have paid them.
7687. Then when you separated from them you were in their debt? Yes, and are so still.
7688. And can you toll the amount? I think I recollect seeing the bill; it is about £30.
7689. Do you believe the majority of yonr members would rather join tho Druids now than go back to the
District Lodge, simply for the purpose of avoiding the payment of those fees ? It is very possible they
would.
7690.
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Mr. Moldsworth.'] Tou assign as a reason you cannot succeed that you are mating no new memA ° * hers ? No Society can prosper without young members.
5 May, 1882. ^91. Do you not think a well-found Society should be able to provide for the protection of its members ?
’
' "Well, they cannot do so in all cases.
7692. Ought not a Society, if established on a correct basis, be enabled to make provision for the members
when they grow old ? They ought.
.
7693. Mr. Langl&fl] In any future legislation on the subject of Eriendly Societies, do you not think it
would be well to have a clause which would prevent a few members taking a Society away from tbe
District, or Grand Lodge, as tbe case may be ? Tes.
7694. jlfr. Neivland.] I see your rules were certified by tbo Attorney General in 1861; I presume that was
tbe year your Society severed its connection with the Grand United Order of Oddfellows ? In 1861 we
became a neutral body.
7695. Had you the premises in Brisbane-street then ? Tes.
'
7696. "Was not tbe reason why you were expelled from the Order because you would not build up some
windows fronting a lane ? I believe there was an objection.
7697. Tou must have had tho building then ? No, that was an old building that we bad, not the present
one.
7698. Wns that the reason you were expelled.? Tes.
7699. Were yon not re-admitted in 1871 ? I think wc were.
7700. And you were then in coimection with the District for two or three years ? I think so.
7701. And were suspended because you paid no levies ? Tes.
7702. Seeing your Society had enrolled these rules in 1SGI, and that you rejoined tho Grand United
Order of Oddfellon-s iu 1871, should you not have had new rules certified ? No; these are the latest and
only rules we are in possession of.
7708. Did you think it necessary when you became a neutral body again that you should get new rules
.
or regulations ? Ido not think so ; tboy would be of no service to us.7704. I see these rules have not been certified by the Eegistrar at all ? I thiuk they were registered
under the old Act
^
7705. Wheu you rejoined the District in 1871 did you accept the rules and regulations of the G.U.O.O.E ?
To my knowledge we have never had auy other rules than these.
7706. When you rejoined the Order it was on the understanding that you would obey their rules and
regulations ? Undoubtedly.
7707. Then you were working under their rules ? I never saw any other rules than these.
7708. Have you had a Widow and Orphan Fund in connection with your Society ? We have.
7709. Is it still in existence ? It has become defunct.
7710. How ? The money was divided amongst the members of the Society who belonged to the Widow
and Orphan Fund.
.
"
7711. How much was divided ? T could not sav.
7712. Was it £12 ? I do not know.
7713. Mr. BladeDid you ever take the subject of graduated subscriptions into consideration ? No, I
have not.
7714. What provision do you make for arbitration ? We have a law.
7715. No arbitration Committee? Tes.
7716. Would you favour tbe establishment of an Arbitration Board comprised of representatives from the
several Societies, with the Begistrar for Chairman, to settle all disputes, instead of going to law' ? I think it
is proper and just to act that way.
7717. Are your funds kept separate or paid out of one general fund ? We have three funds—the Building
Fund, the General Fund, and the Funeral Fund.
7/18, Have you expended any money for testimonials iu your Society? None whatever.
7719. Did you open negotiations with any particular Branch of the Druids ? No.
7720. Only the Order generally ?. That is all.
_
7721. Did you take into consideration the financial position of that Order when you opened negotiations
with them ? We do not know it at tho present time.
7722. Do you consider it necessary to take their position into consideration ? I think it is very necessary
to do so.
7723. President] Tou have nothing further to add to your evidence ? Nothing.
■
7724. Have you auy suggestions to make ? No, none whatever.
The Commission then adjourned until Monday, Sth May.

JiLVIVJJAX, 8 MAX, 1882.

present: —

JOHN DAVIES,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GEEVILLE, Esq, J.P.
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq,
JOHN SLADE, Esq,

Mr.

Esq.,

M.P., President
JAMES F. SMITH, Es«.. '
F. ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
P. E. HOLDSWOETH, Esq,
E. J, EUBIE, Esq.
-'

Mr. Thomas Comber sworn and examined :—
A25. President] To wrhat Society do you belong? The Sydney Progressive Society of Carpenters and

/
^ 7726. How long has it been established ? Eighteen years.
8 May, 1882. 7/27. What office do yon hold? Secretary.
-Sow
^ave y<>u beld that office ? Two years and three months.
//29. Have you held any other office ? No.
.
7730.
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7730. Have you brought any copies of by-laws? Yes (produced).
7731. "What contributions do your members pay ? 4d, a week at present, but there is a Envision Committee sitting, and they are about to raise it to Gd. a week; they have passed that already in Committee.
7732. That is the only payment you make? That is all, with the exception of 6d. a head on the death of
a member.
'
7733. What benefits do you give ? 10s. a week, and £10 on the death of a member if he is five years a
member, and £5 if ho is over twelve months a member.
7734. What other benefits do you give ? Loss of tools, two-thirds of their value when new.
7735. There are no other benefits? No ; but this loss of tools donation is not to exceed £10.
773G. Do yon give any further benefits ? No, that is all, ■
7737. You do not give any medical attendance ? No.
7738. What amount of funds have you to your credit now ? Something over £300 ; at the last quarterly
balance it was £305, aud wo have had some £14 interest since then.
7739. How many members have you got? About 100 financial.
7740. Have the whole of your funds been made from contributions, or from picnics and so on ? Con
tributions principally, though we sometimes realize on the Eight-hours Demonstration.
7741. But the whole of your funds, speaking generally, have been made by contributions ? Yes, aud by
working the Society very cheaply.
,
7742. What were the receipts for last year ? Tbe total receipts, £131 5s. 1-Jd.
7743. What was the expenditure ? £107 Ss. 8d. last year: we had two members died, costing £20.
7744. Do you contribute much of your funds to strikes ? We have to do it.
7745. You contribute this from the General Pund? Yes, but in very small sums, £5 and £10 ; we have
given as much as £25 ; that is the most we have given at one time.
7746. Your by-laws proviclg for that, do they ? No ; I think it is done by a vote of the members.7747. Have you had any desire to register your rules ? I have not beard anything about it, though some
time ago there was some talk amongst tbe members, but nothing definite has been done.
7748. How are your funds invested ? In the Barrack-sti-eet Savings Bank.
7749. In Trustees? Wc have six Trustees.
7750. Have you had any defalcations ? Not to my knowledge for ten years,
7751. Would it not be a- greater security to your members to have your Society registered? No doubt,
if it would not cost too much.
7752. You have no Branch Society ? No.
7753. But members leaving Sydney ? Leave the Society or send their contributions.
7754. A member of your Society would, if he went to Goulburn, lose all his contributions, I suppose?
Well, a good many forward their contributions to me.
■
7755. Did many join the Society last year ? Only eighteen last year.
775G. And how many left? Twenty-two went bad.
7757. What is the largest amount of funds you have had to your credit at any time? We have more
now than ever before, some £56 or £57 since 1 took office two years ago.
7758. Have your candidates to be examined by a medical man ? No.
7759. You take anyone ? No; the member who proposes him has to certify to his health and good
character.
7760. Do you have no medical examination ? No.
7761. Have you found persons admitted who subsequently proved to be of unsound health ? No, never.
7762. And no one has been refused in consequence of being in a bad state of health ? No ; every member
is requested not to propose as a member one who is not a fit and proper person in every respect.
7763. Is there any age or bar to initiation ? Yes, it is 3s. under forty, and 5s. over forty.
7764. Do you go beyond forty ? Yes ; I do not think there is any limit.
7765. You would take a member sixty years of age? I do not think there is anything to prevent such a
man from joining, if proposed and seconded.
7766. There is nothing in your rules ? There is nothing to prevent it,
7767. What is the object of increasing your weekly contributions? It is to raise the funds principally;
we were about getting a banner, and I think that is the principal thing, and to recoup some of the losses
we have had, such as the miners and curriers on strike.
7768. Then your Society is more a Trade Society than a Benefit Society? Yes, it is a Trade Society,
though we give benefits.
. .
7769. Are many of your members members of Friendly Societies? A great many—I daresay two-thirds
or more.
7770. Mr. Gelding(] Yon have also other levies besides the 6d. of each member at death ? Yes.
7771. I see the delegates are paid Is. a week ? That is for working the Society—the delegates to the
Trades and Labour Council.
7772. How many delegates are there? Two,
7773. Mr. Slade.'] Have you any provision in your rules for settling disputes? No, none.
7774. Has the applicability of present Act to your Society ever been considered by tho Society in itself?
Not latterly, to my knowledge.
7775. Is the money paid into one fund and from that disbursed ? It is all in the Barrack-street Savings
Bank.
7776. You do not keep a separate fund? No ; we have one book, which we call the working book.
7777. Do you subscribe to support other trades out on strike ? We vote the money out of our funds.
7778. To what extent? We voted £30 to the curriers, £50 to tho Newcastle miners, £25 to the
Seaman’s Union, and we make an annual vote to the Sydney Infirmary of £5. For loss of tools there was,
at a rough estimation, £241 2s. 8d. during five years ; sick pay, £33 ; funeral donations, £51, during the
same time.
7779. Is there no combination amongst yourselves by which they have a claim on your Society? None
whatever.
7780. It is purely voluntary on your part ? It is optional whether we give anything or not.
7781. Mr. Neuland.] What expense is your Society under to the Trades and Labour Council? 2d. per
member per quarter.
7782. Is it the intention of- yonr Society to be registered ? That I could not answer; I have not heard
anything latterly in connection with it, bnt there is no doubt we will be registered.
7783.
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7783. Mr. R-ubic.'] Arc you supposed to support members out on strike ? No, we are not supposed to.
T. Comber,
But by your 30th rule ? Well, that has never been kept to; I have never known a member to bo
s^TX^p Out on strike, but there is no doubt the rule would be carried out.
*7785. Would there be an additional levy made then? No.
' '
_
7786. And would the funds you now pay be sufficient to support any number of men that might be on
strike ? I do not know ; there never has been a case of the kind.
7787. But suppose there were ten or twelve members, you would be bound to support them according to
that rule? Tes, they would be bound to do it.
.
7788. Would you exhaust the funds before you made a levy? I think they would make a levy before the
funds went too far,
7789. Mr. Moldsworth.] Did I understand you to say you did not consider this was a Benefit Society ? It
is reckoned a Trade Society, though we give benefits.
_
7790. Tou give so much per week in case of sickness, and so much in ease of death or death of a wife,
you also give so much for loss of tools by trade; are you aware that these are classes of benefits specially
provided for as things which constitute a Triendly Society ?■ Tes.
7791. Then, being a Triendly Societj' within tho proper meaning of the word, do you not think it neces
sary it should be registered ? ■ It is not my place to say; I have to consult my Society.
7792. Tou have a provision made here for strike allowance ? Tes.
7793. What number of members did you say you had ? 100.
7791. If a strike took place amongst the carpenters, I presume your men would be loyal and do as others
did ? I think they aro too sensible to strike.
.
7795. Then you do not think it would be possible for a strike to absorb all your funds within a month ?
No, I do not.
7796. Is there any special provision in your laws by wbicb yon can levy in case of running out of funds ?
No, only in case of a death.
7797. Then if yon were to exhaust your funds you have no provision by which you could protect your
benefit members? No ; but before the funds were exhausted the members would either go back to work
or there would he a levy made.
7798. Mr. Grremlle.] Do the officers of the Society through whom the money passes give security ? No;
it is not taken through any officer, the money passes through my hands, and the cheques have to be signed
by the Secretary and President before money can be drawn.
7799. But do either of you give security ? No; the money is placed in the Bank in Trustees’ names, and
no security is required.
_
7800. Mr. Abigail.] The prime object of your Society is to protect members as far as their trade is
concerned ? Exactly.
7801. The benefit part is a secondary consideration? Tes.
7802. But do you think, taking into consideration the benefits you offer, that the small contribution of
4d. a week is sufficient to guarantee the benefits ? We do not; that is the reason for having our rules
revised now.
7803. Have you had occasion to consult the Triendly Societies Act in any of its particulars ? No.
7804. Have you been brought in contact with the Eegistrar ? No.
7805. Tou cannot say how far that Act applies to your Society ? No.
7806. Do you propose in any future laws to provide for a guarantee from the officers through whoso hands
the money passes ? No.
■
_
7807. Tou know the Triendly Societies Act makes provision that such shall he the case ? No ; I have
not read it.
.
7808. Have any of your members entitled to the funds failed to get them? Not to my knowledge.
7809. Do they as a rule claim the benefits when they are entitled to them ? Some do and some do not;
they have to he a week sick before they can claim the benefits.
■
7810. But are any of them in business as masters, so that when they fall sick they do not take the
benefits ? Tes, they do; they are members just tho same as the journeymen.
7811. As a rule they take the benefits ? Some do and some do not.
7812. Mr. Smith.] Ton have just stated you proposed to increase your contributions; do you propose
to give additional benefits for that ? No; the only additional benefit will be that we shall give the book of
rules away for nothing, instead of charging 3d. for them.
7813. President.] Tou have nothing further to add to your evidence, have you ? No, nothing further.

Mr. William Soderholm sworn and examined:—
Mr, W.
7814. President.] What Society do you represent ? The Scandinavian Society,
Soderholm. ygqg. How long has the Society been in existence ? Since 1879.
7816. How many members have you ? Twenty-five—that is, in the Sick and Benefit Society.
8 May, 1882. 7817. Have you ever had a larger number ? No.
7818. What is the total value of your funds? The whole funds are £22.
7819. What are the contributions ? They were 9d., but are now Is. a week; they were increased in order
to put the Society in a better position.
7820. What benefits do you give ? Tree doctor and medicine and a guinea a week during sickness ;
£7 10s. on the death of a member’s wife, and £10 on the death of a member himself.
7821. That is, I suppose, providing that he has been twelve months a member? Tes.
7822. What was your total income last year? I could not say.
7823. Do you know the expenditure? £19 15s. 7d.
7824. Do you consider your Society in a sound financial position ? I think we are.
7825. And what is the age of your members ? Eighteen and upwards ; the oldest member we have is
fifty-five years of age.
7826. And is it exclusively confined to Scandinavians ? Tes; none are admitted but those bom in
Sweden, Norway, or Denmark.
7827. No British subject is admitted ? No; only Swedes, Norwegians, and Danes.
' ‘
'
7828.'
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^828. Have you ever had a larger number than you have now ?
7829. Your Society is registered ? Yes.

'

22§

Mr, W.

Ho.

Soderholm.
S

Mr. John Fitzhenry sworn and examined:—
7830. President.] What Society do you represent ? Tho Friendly Trade Society of Ironmoulders.
7831. How long has the Society been established? Since 1872.
7832. What office do you hold ? Secretary.
7833. How long have you held office? Two years this time. I previously held it for twelve months.
7834. How many members have you ? About eighty-five at tho present time.
7835. What contributions do your members pay ? Is. a week.
783fi. All pay alike? Yes, while working at the trade, if at other labour only 3d,
7837. What benefits do you give? When a man has been in twelve months we call him a free member, and
^
if he falls out of work he receives 10s. a week; and in the event of his receiving an accident in the shop while
working at tho trade he receives a guinea a week for thirteen weeks and 11s. a week for the following eight
■weeks, and then the Committee or Society may give him a lump sum or what they think proper.
7838. Then what do you do in case of sickness ? Nothing ; but in the event of a member dying, if he has
been a free member two years, the widow and orphans or executors receive the sum of XI0.
7839. How is that made up? There is a levy of half-a-crown a member put on all round.
7840. In case of death? Yes.
’
7841. What is the total value of your funds at the present time ? £531 5s. lOd. at the end of last year.
7S42. And how has that been accuumlated, from contributions only or from demonstrations? Well, from
contributions only, though there was a pound or two accrued from the Eight-hour Demonstration, but nothing
much, because it mainly goes in expenses. At times there are levies made to meet donations to those who
are on strike. There is another item of expenditure—the Trades and Labour Council delegates, who receive
a trifle for attending the meetings of the Council; and we support that body also, giving 2d. per member
per half-year to it.
7843. I see you gave £44 10s. to the curriers on strike; was that made up by a levy ? No, there was no
levy put on the members for that.
7844. I observe your income for the year was £259 2s. 3d. ? Yes, that is correct.
7845. And the expenditure was £182 12s. lid.? Yes.
7846. That would leave a balance of £76 9s. 4d. on the year? Yes.
.
7847. After paying all these large sums to different Trade Societies, and donations, and so on? Yes.
^
7848. “ Dispute donations, £2 6s. 6d.”—what is that? If a member comes out about a dispute with Ins
master—if a bad casting is made sometimes the master wants him to pay for it; and if he comes out in a
case like that he gets 36s. a week instead of the 10s.
7849. There are also officers’ salaries: who are the officers paid? The Secretary receives £2 a quarter.
There are no fixed salaries, but for the last two years they have never been altered.
7850. What is the meaning of “ Shop steward fees”? In each foundry there is one man appointed to
collect the contributions from each member; lie receives 6d. per night for bringing it up to the Club house,
and is responsible for all such moneys received till paid to the Secretary.
7851. What is the “ Advance to Moulders’ Picnic Committee ” ? We wanted a fund to start on in getting
up a picnic, and we advanced £15; it has been repaid since.
7852. The whole of these sums have been embraced, and still there is a profit of £76 9s, 4d. ? Yes.
7853. Were the profits for the four previous years the same or as great as last year? No; the previous
year there was a deficiency of £77 10s. 4d., the amount for idle donations being £142 Is,, and a donation
of £50 to the coal-miners on strike.
7854. That was in 1880 ? Yes.
7855. What is the previous year ? Then there was a balance of £66 13s. Sd., although £111 9s. 2d. was
paid for idle donations, trade being pretty bad.
7856. And in 1878 ? A balance in favour of the Society of £137 12s. Id.
7857. That wns 1878 P Yes, 1878; we sometimes advance a member in distress a small loan if he finds
two bondsmen, or we may make a gift to members.
7858. What is the largest loan you make ? It has never been over £7.
7859. Have you 1877 ? There was a balance of £92 4s. 4d. in favour of the Society.
7860. Have you or your Society contemplated registering the Society ? Yes; we have a Committee
revising the rules now.
7861. With a view to registration ? Yes.
7862. How is your money invested ? In fixed deposits in the Commercial Banking Company, and also
in the Australian Joint Stock Bank. There is a running account also in the Savings Bank, We have
three trustees.
7863. Have you ever had any defalcations in your Society? No, never.
7864. Have you had any matters of dispute between the members and officers ? There was one at one
time about a pound that was paid iu.
7865. How was it settled ? There was a vote of confidence in the officer.
7866. And that settled the matter ? Yes.
7867. You are aware that the Friendly Societies Act would not permit you to make these advances to
strikes and so on ? No, but the Trades Unions Act would.
7868. And you contemplate registering tho Society under that ? Yes.
7869. Mr. Srnifk] Are you connected with any other Society of this character? No, not at present.
7870. You are not connected with.thc Victorian Society? No.
7871. The whole of yonr operations aro confined to this Colony ? Yes, but we have members out of the
Colony.
7872. And are purely of a trade character? Yes.
7873. You have contributed to all the strikes that have taken place from time to time? I would not be
certain; we may have; we are contributing to the present strike at Newcastle, and did to the last; to the
Seaman’s Union strike, the Curriers, and to tho Typographical Society.
7874. Are you a member of any Friendly Society apart from this ? Yes, the Grand United Order of
Oddfellows.
7875.

Mr.
J. Fitihenty.
8Ma^l882.
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Mr.
7875. Are all the men in the various foundries members of this Society ?
J.jl'itihonrj’,

No, not all; but I think the
majority are.
a^M^issa. 7876. You do not recognize other iron-workers unless they belong to the Society ? Well, we work handin-uand with them ; we work in the same shops.
■
lf tln8 ^P11*6 arises between master and man, say, for instance a man makes some bad work,
a , the master wants him to pay for it, would you step in aud assist him if ho was not a member of your
Society? I have never heard of a man yet who would stand a thing like that.
7878. He would leave his employment, I suppose ? He would stand on his own dignity; it is reckoned a
dishonorable thing in the trade.
within your knowledge that the majority of your members are connected with other Friendly
bocieties . I believe so; I know several who take a leading part in some of them.
7880. And this is purely a Trade Protection Society ? Yes,
Mr. Abigail.] You have, I see, full permission to malic levies when your funds fail to meet the calls
upon them ? Yes ; that is for the members only, not for outside of the trade.
■
7882. And if the levies then are not sufficient, you have power to reduce the benefits ? Yes.
7883. So that according to your rules none of your members could suffer any injustice in that way ?
"Te work according to our means; hut we have never had to act upon that rule.
7884. You have never had to make a levy ? Ho, not to increase our funds.
■
7885. The primary object of your Society is trade protection ? That is it.
7886. In earning out this object, are you actuated by a spirit of fair play towards employer, as well as
employe ? Yes.
1 ^ ’
7887. In case of a dispnte, do the members in that workshop have a vote in settling any dispute ? They
have no vote whatever, though they may come and give evidence.
'
hSee ■£ ^°Uj '^Ui(?bal7 Fund Laws you make provision for giving an oppressed member £1 a week,
5s. tor his wife, and Is. for each child under twelve years—what is meant by oppressed ? Well, if a man
JS w?1r j !p 111 a shop, and the master reduces his wages, and the majority of the members think it was
uncalled tor ; if he makes a complaint, and it is decided he has right on his side, he may come out aud
then he falls on that fund.
J
’
Savc you liad nll7 occasion to refer to the Friendly Societies Act in reference to your Society? Ho.
7890. ion are not concerned with the provisions of it ? Ho.
*
7891. Would you favour Government interference or supervision over Societies similar to yours, such as
a broverament Examiner of Accounts, and so on; do you think it would be beneficial? I do notthink so;
it the members cannot work it, 1 do not think the Government could better them.
7892. Your balance-sheets are audited by your own members ? Yes.
7893. Do you ever call in outside assistance ? Ho.
7894. Do you find them always correct ? They have been in my time.
’
7895. Mr. Qremlle.] Is there any other benefit, such as is intended by the Friendly Societies Act, beyond
that ox the funeral donation ?
none whatever.
■
7896. Then the proportion of your funds which goes for benefits is very, very small ? Yes, very small •
1 only remember the death of one member.
1
7897. So that practically all the funds of your Society go for Trades Union purposes ? Yes; the idea is
to accumulate funds, so that in the event of a disturbance we may be able to protect ourselves and to
assist members when trade is dull,
'
7898. At® the members protected by the officers of the Society giving security ? Ho: they are known
amongst the members as honest men in life—in public life, aud are elected; and it takes the whole of
their signatures m a body to transact any business at the Bank.
7899. Mr. Holdsworih^ In your Society yon have merely combined labour for the purpose of meeting
capital ou equal ground ? That is it.
•
°
7900 By an “ oppressed member ” you mean any man who you consider has been ill-used by bis employer?
We do not combine to protect those who do not belong to us.
'
7901. You support him because his case may be yours at a future day ? Yes, for if tho master carries his
point, it may be our turn next time.
vooq'
ml6 le7 of 2d‘ a member deluded in the Is. a week ? It comes from the funds.
/9U8. AKr. JS'cicland.] 2 Ins 2d. a week is a capitation allowance to the Trades and Labour Council P Yes ■
we call it the Sustentation Fund.
;
kTV what
Trades aud Labour Council has ? Ho, I do not.
7 05. Mr* Slade.] The 1st section of Hule IV says,—“ Should the members of any Branch or foundry
leave their employment without having first obtained the sanction of the Executive Committee, such
members shall not be entitled to the allowance provided in cases of oppression, except in cases where
the employer forces such terms upon members which they are bound not to accept, and consequently
have to leave through non-compliance of the same.”—To what extent does this go ? Tt is winked at in a
good many cases.
7906. Would it apply to a man leaving because he was unable from sickness, or unable to agree with
his mates ? Ho, not in that ease.
5
7907. PradrtW.j Do your members prior to initiation or admission undergo any medical examination ?
Ho ; they are simply supposed to be able to earn their living at the trade,
<7000' Tr°U adlnit any Person of good character who belongs to your trade ? Yes.
7909. Have yon had any reason for refusing members who sought admission to your Society for being of
immoral character? We have refused members on account of their previous character—for dishonorable
conduct as men m the trade, though it might not be immoral character; we have also refused those who
stood aloof from it for years, and then tried to get in.
791°. Up to what age do you admit members ? There is no particular age.
rnufty °-r slsty r01]ld be no bar t0 a raan’s admission ? It would be argued and discussed,
discussion ^ ^
t0 prCVent him from beinS admitted ? There is no rule, but there would be a warm
izm !?■
yj0U P™pose in your revised rules to have a medical examination of candidates ? Ho
7914. 1 find you have paid no mouey away for death donations during the last four or five years ?
Know oi one case*
j

I only
j

7916.
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7915. Mr. Gelding^ If a member has occasion to leave the foundry through oppression and you consider
his cause is right, do the other members belonging to your Society who may be in the same foundry strike '_1 * onr^'
work ? Asa rule every ease stands on its own merits : if it gets serious we have au Executive Committee 8 May, 1883.
that watches it, and in every ease where the laws are silent they legislate.
7910. But under the 4th section of your 4th rule, which reads“ Should the members of any foundry have
occasion to leave their employer through an act of oppression, no other member of this Society shall be
allowed to commence work in the said foundry while such oppression exists ; and further, that should any
member have to leave his employment through an act of oppression, no member of this Society shall be
allowed to work in his place while such oppression exists ; and, if in the same foundry, no other member
working there shall bo allowed to work at the same job ; therefore, upon refusing, shall be entitled to the
same allowance as the first who had to leave ; and any. member violating this law shall he fined or expelled,
at the decision of the Executive Committee”------? That is the whole of them ; but if a single member
goes out there is a rule that no other member shall start ou the same job as he was on.
7917. It is not necessary that every member of your Society who may be iu the foundry shall leave the
foundry at the same time ? No, not unless ordered out by the Executive Committee.

Mr. Prank Forsyth sworn and examined:—
7918. President^ What Society do you represent? The Operative Bricklayers.
_ ■
Mr.
7919. What number of members have you ? Last quarter 575, that is juniors and full. (Balance-sheet F. Forsyth.
for quarter ending (February 28tA., IB'iZ, produced.)
c
^
7920. How long has the Society been established ? There are no records any further back than eleven years. 8 MaJi 1882
7921. What are the contributions paid? 6d. a week full members, and 3d. juniors.
7922. What benefits do you give ? There are no benefits, except in case of accident, when £1 a week is
given, and in ease of death, £12 to a full member, and £2 extra for every two years’ membership over
twelve months, up to £20, and £$ on the death of a wife. Tumors are entitled to half these amounts.
•
7923. Who are juniors? Those from sixteen to twenty.
■
7924. What is the total value of your funds at present? £1,200 8s.
.
7925. How is the £1,000 invested ? In trustees—£50 each at different Banks.
7920. How many Trustees have you ? Twenty, in addition to the two Savings Bank Trustees.
7927. Has the whole of this money been made by contributions ? Yes.
7928. Not from any other source—from demonstrations or anything of that kind? Well, the demonstra
tions have been more of a loss than a profit. Wo have a picnic of our own, aud £80 was voted for this.
7929. You pay your members for accidents ? £1 a week.
7030. To what other purposes are your funds applied? Mutual benefit in case of a strike ; they are not ■
very particular about membership; there was £5 given last Lodge night to the widow of a bricklayer as a gift.
7931. Your Society is not registered? Not’at present.
7932: Have you proposed to do so ? Yes; a deputation waited on the Begistrar iu reference to it, but we
have to get a yearly statement printed before it can be registered.
'
7933. Is it the general wish of the members to register the Society? Yes.
7934. Under the Friendly Societies Act ? No, the Trades Union Act.
7985. Do you have any medical examination of your members? No.
'
7936. Most of your members belong to other Friendly Societies ? Yes, the best part of them.
7937. Do you know what the expenditure was last year ? No ; this is the first balance-sheet that ever
was printed. I have the book here.
.
7938. Will it show what the income has been for the year ? Yes.
7939. Have you had many members join during last year ? Well, there is always a lot joining and
running out. Last quarter about forty ran out, and about the same were admitted.
7940. The contributions last quarter were £137 5s. 9d, ? Yes.
7941. And propositions, £24 12s. 6d.? Yes; any members being admitted the fourth time have to pay £2.
7942. And what the first time P 5s.
7943. Mr. Gelding(\ Did you submit the rules to Mr. Oliver when you thought about getting them
registered? Yes.
,
7944. Did he express any opinion ? He said they would come under the Trades Union Act.
7945. What is meant by “ paying persons to watch jobs” ? The delegates. The bricklayers are not
allowed to work with non-Society men.
7946. And if a job is going on you pay a delegate to go round ? Yes.
7947. And everybody wbo does anything for the Society gets paid ? Everybody; the Secretary gets 3d. per
member per quarter.
7948. Mr. Greville.) Are all of your members prohibited from doing any work upon a job if there is a
man employed who does not belong to your Society ? Yes, after Lodge nights. If he goes to work on
Monday he is allowed to work till Friday, and if the party does not join, the Society bricklayer has to leave.
7949. Although there may be no other disqualification? No; we are not allowed to work with non
Society bricklayers.
7950. That rule is for the purpose of compelling all bricklayers to belong to your Society ? Yes ; we find
.
it works very well.
.
7951. Mr. Smith.) Your Society is established to protect your own trade ? That is all.
7952. And to carry out the eight-hour principle ? Yes.
7953. And that is the object of Society men not working with non-Society men ? Yes.
7954. Mr. Gelding.) What penalty is there levied against members who break this eight-hour rule? 5s.
a day.
7955. Is the Society composed exclusively of members of your trade ? Yes; though there are plenty of
masons who get in, but if it is found out we turn them out.
7956. You do not admit any other than bricklayers ? No.
7907. Do your rules provide for eight Fours being regarded as a standard day’s labour ? Yes ; I think
onr Society stands alone in that, because wc are not allowed to work beyond it.
7958. If a member works beyond that is he amenable to your laws ? He is fined, and if he does not
pay tbe fine he is expelled.
7959
486—2 F
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members of your Society are only paid for the actual time they work ?
'.
' Bummor forty-six hours, and winter forty-seven.
8 May, 1882.
The Commission then adjourned until Friday, 12th May.

That is all; in

FRIDAY, 12 MAY, 1882.
present:—

EDWARD GrREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
JOHN GELDING-, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

in the

Chair.

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
F. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. 11. HOLD3WORTH, Esq.,
E. J. RDBIE, Esq.

■ Mr. Samuel Withers sworn and examined:—
Mr.
7960. C/mimam.] What Society do you represent, and what position do you hold ? Independent Order of
S. Withers. Boyal Foresters. I am the Secretary.
.
How long have you held that position 1 For six or seven consecutive years : ten years altogether.
aD ■ ■ 7962. Are you a member of any other Society ? I am, sir.
7963. What Society ? The Sons of Temperance.
7964. Of any other*? Not Benefit Society, no.
7965. Have you studied the laws and workings of Friendly Societies otherwise than as they came under
.
your notice as Secretary of the Royal Foresters ? No, I have not.
.
7966. Is the Order of Royal Foresters a branch or portion of the Grand United Order? No, it is a local
body.
7967. Is it subject to any other governing body 2 No; it seceded from the Royal Foresters.
7968. What was the cause of the secession? Well, as far as my memory goes, the Lodge then under the
Royal Foresters was not satisfied with the management of the Supreme Court.
7969. Was it dissatisfied with the pecuniary management ? It was dissatisfied with the amount of the
quarterly levy upon us, and at the fact that we could get no correct statement from the Supreme Court
what became of these levies, and so we decided to secede and start an Independent Order.
7910. And do you think there was just cause for that accusation ? Ido; I supported the resolution at the
time.
'
7971. Are there not a large number of Lodges connected with the parent Society? I believe there are.
7972. Have you ever known any other Lodge make a similar complaint to that made by your Lodge? I
have known them to make complaints; but they never withdrew, the same as we did.
7973. But were the complaints of a similar nature to that which your Lodge made, that the pecuniary
explanation was not sufficient? Well, I cannot definitely answer for any other Lodge than my own.
7974 And did your Lodge apply elsewhere for an explanation as to the disbursement of the money you
contributed to the Grand Lodge ? It did, sir.
7975. And did the Grand Lodge refuse to give it? I do not know that they exactly refused, but we never
could get any satisfactory explanation from them,
7976. And you are not aware of any other Lodge having considered it necessary to adopt a similar course ?
There is no Lodge except ourselves that has seceded that I am aware of.
7977. Do you now consider yourselves a parent Society, justified in issuing charters to other Lodges?
Yes.
7978. Have you ever issued any ? We have not, up to the present time.
7979. What is the number of your members? Fifty, at the present time.
7980. And you seceded in what year? In 1872.
7981. Is your number increasing or decreasing? Well, we am increasing, but not very fast.
7982. What is the total amount of your property? The total amount of funds is X543 8s. 4d.
'
7983. How is it invested? £530 11s. 5d, in the Savings’ Bank, and the balance in the Treasurer’s hands.
7984. To what claims are these funds liable? There is a sliding scale of funeral allowance; from one to
five years he is entitled to £20, and a member’s wife to £10; from five to ten years, £25 ; and £1 for
every additional three years afterwards; the wife to £15 from five to ton years, and 10s. for every three
years.
7985. And what other claim is there ? Sick pay, a guinea a week,
,
7986. Is there any other? That is all, except medical attendance and medicine.
7987. Can you tell mo what is the average age of your members? That I cannot state at present. I have
not had time to get that information.
,
7988. What are the payments on the part of members to secure the benefits ? Contributions, Is. a week,
and levy Is. 3d. a quarter ; that is on a sliding scale. When the funds are below £200, the levy is 2s. 6d.;
.
between £200 and £250, 2s. ; between £250 and £300, Is. 6d.; and Is. afterwards, There is now this Is.
levy, and 3d. for the Secretary’s fee.
7989. Then each member pays 14s. 3d. per quarter now? Yes.
7990. Have you in your experience found that contribution to be sufficient? Quite sufficient, and it has
left ns a large margin.
"
.
,
7991. And you consider that the margin would be sufficient to meet the future claims on the Society’s
funds, though your members are daily getting older? I think so; since we seceded we have saved
some £300.
.
7992. Have you ever considered the question whether a fixed subscription or one regulated by age is
preferable ? No, I cannot say I have.
7993. Have you ever had any disputes in your Society ? None whatever.
7994. Have you had occasion to refer to the Registrar on any occasion ? No.
7995. Can you say from your knowledge of the Act whether any improvement can be made in it? No, I
•
■ ■
could
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coold not; that is a matter I have not been able to bring before the notice of the members; for myself I do ^ ^yjthcra.
not know of anything.
_ _
^ >-----7996. By your rules is your medical man bound to be qualified by law ? Yes.
12May, 1882,
7997. Have you known him at any time to refuse candidates-for admission i Yes.
7998. Many ? Hot many; I could not say more than two or three.
_
7999. That is out of how many candidates ? I dare say some twenty or thirty.
_
. ,
8000. Mr. Smith. ] How many years were you connected with the Royal Foresters 1 I am not in a position
to state that. I know Court Royal Albert, which is the present Society, was formed out of the Grand United
by two members, but when that was I am not in a position to say. I know it was several years.
8001. IJow many members did you have when you seceded from the Hoyal Foresters ? I do not know that
I could answer that question. I have not the books here that would show me.
8002. Had you more than you have at present t l do not think so; we were never stronger than we are at
present.
8003. What amount of funds had you as a Lodge when you seceded 1
11s. 3d., and there was a
balance due to the Treasurer of £3 19s. 6d,
8004. That is when you seceded 'i Yes, in 1872.
8005. And you had then about fifty members ? ■ Between forty and fifty.
8006. What levies were you paying to the Supreme Court of your Order per member f As far as my

.

memory serves me, it was Is. per member per quarter.
8007. Was it in consequence of the high levies your Court seceded 1 It was partly that, and because we
could not get any satisfactory statement from the Supreme Court as to what became of the money. They
never seemed to have any money to their credit, and we could not get any satisfaction as to what became of
the levies they received.
8008. Was it brought under your notice that tliere was any misappropriation of moneys! Ho, I do not
say that.
8009. Do you know ? I do not know.
_
,
,
8010. What number of members have you initiated within the last two or three years ? That is a question
I could not answer without going through the list I should say about a dozen.
_
_
8011. What number of members left your Society through withdrawals or failing to pay their contributions
during that period ? I could not say exactly, but I do not think more than seven or eight
_
8012. Do you have members take their clearances out of your Society t Ho, they cannot; there is no other
Society for them to join just now.
8013. The other Orders of Foresters will not take them 1 Ho.
8014. There have been some seven or eight 1 They have run out and ceased to be members.
8015. You have never put into operation that portion of the Friendly Societies Act which allows you to
sue members for non-payment of dues 1 Ho, we have never done that.
_
8016. Have you had many members die ? There has been £45 paid for funeral allowances during the last
five years up to December, 1881, and there have been two deaths this year—a member and a member's wife.
8017. Then you bad not more than three deaths during the five years ending 1881 ? That is it
■8018. For which you paid £45 1 Yes.
8019. Have you any freehold property 1 Ho.
8020. Where do you meet t At the Presbyterian Schoolroom, Haymarket
8021. What rent do you pay! 5s. per meeting night.
8022. Every accommodation is given you for that! Yes.
8023. What do you receive as Secretary 1 At present £5 a year.
8024. Is your Treasurer paid ? Yes.
■
8025. "What does he receive! 10s.
_
8026. Are any of your other officers paid! Hot in the shape of money. They receive medals for services
rendered to the Court.
_
8027. From what funds does this come! From the General Fund ; a medal valued at 10s. for the Chair
man, Secretary, Treasurer, and Woodward.
8028. That would be £2 paid for medals yearly ? Yes.
8029. Do your officers hold office for a year ? Yes.
8030. You give no pension or superannuation allowance to any of your members 1 Ho.
_
8031. Have you given gifts from your funds in any other shape than sick pay or funeral donations! Only
in the shape of medals.
_
8032. Mr. Abigail.] You have stated you consider Is. ample to guarantee the benefits you offer! I said Is.
and the levies.
_
8033. How often have these levies been made in your Society! They are made quai-terly. .
8034. -Aid you have funds sufficient to guarantee all the benefits your Society offers! I think so, unless
sometliing extraordinary overcame us.
_
8035. Have you based that calculation on any actuarial principles ! I came to that conclusion from the
money that has accumulated, besides paying all our expenses.
8036. Are you aware how much you have received as interest during the last eight years! No.
8037. I find the amount is £144 8s. Ud.; that would assist you materially ! Yes, no doubt. ^
8038. Have you made any calculation as to what are the outstanding or contingent liabilities of your
membei-s on these funds! Ho, I cannot say I have.
_
8039. What is your arrangement with your medical man—do you pay him ? Yes; we pay him £1 per
member per year.
_
8040. Have you ever bad any difficulty with your medical man! We have had to change our medical
officer lately.
8041. Why 1 Because he did not give general satisfaction.
8042. In what way! He did not please the members; it was more his manner than anything the members
were dissatisfied with.
8043. Hot dissatisfaction with the way in which he passed memliers ! Ho.
8044. And you have never declined to pay any accounts he rendered! Never,
8045. Never kept them back for months! Never,

8046,

•
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8046. Have you ever delayed the payment of sick or funeral benefits to any of your members ? No, never.
S. Withers. 8047. What time expires before the money is paid after a death 1 It is paid within twenty-four hours.
8048. Have any of your members made a habit of going on and off the sick list, in other words, loafinn on
12May, 18S2. the Society! No.
8049. Are any of your members in such a way of business that when they fall sick they do not take the
benefits ? No ; they generally take the benefits.
8050. Do you know of any cases in yours or any other Society where the officers or members have improperly
made away with the funds of the Society ? No, none whatever.
8051. Are you in favour of Government supervision of Friendly Societies, a Government officer bciim
appointed to examine the accounts ? Yes.
.
8052. And would you make it compulsory to send in annual returns, and inflict a penalty fornon-fulfihuont?
Yes, I think it is necessary to have a provision of that kind.
8053. Jfr. Holdaioorth^ Have you any provision made for clearances if any members leave you i No,
8054. You have made no arrangement with other Societies to accept your members ? No, none,
8055. How do you provide for a member who leaves your District! He goes on the books as a country
member, and pays 9d. a week, and is charged with the levies.
'
8056. Then by becoming a country member he saves himself 3d. a week, and the Lodge saves itself about
7(1.1 I have not calculated that.
8057. Do you consider a single Branch or Lodge is as sound as where it belongs to a united body ! No, I
do not; I think it would be wise to extend the Order if possible.
8058. Do you believe there is some truth in the old motto, that “ Union is strength” 1 I do, certainly.
8059. What is the greatest ago at which you receive members! Forty.
8060. How many members have you beyond that at the present time 1 About ten, I believe.
'
8061. What is the oldest member you have ! I should say somewhere about fifty.
8062. No more? No, I do not think so.
■
8063. You do not consider you have an undue proportion of old members 1 No, quite the contrary.
8064. You have stated that you consider the contributions with the levies are sufficient to meet all purposes:
do yon judge that by the experience of the past? Yes.
8065. You consider experience is about the best guide ? Certainly.
8066. Mr. KvJjw.] Have you ever had occasion to levy the 2s. 6d, ? Oh yes, until the funds reached a
certain amount.
8067. Mr. Blade.) Did you ever take the subject of graduated subscriptions into consideration? No.
8068. Do you feel yourself in a position to give an opinion on-that subject ? No, I do not.
8069. Nor upon superannuation for aged or permanently disabled members ? No j -we have never had
occasion to take that into consideration.
8070. Are you of opinion that it would be a good thing ? Yes, I think it would.
8071. What method for the settlement of disputes have you 1 A Board of Management, consisting of eiffiit
members.
Q
8072. Have you any superior body to appeal to, supposing the decision is objected to? No ; the decision,
according to the rules, is final.
1
8073. Would you favour the establishment of an Arbitration Board, composed of members of different
Societies, as a final Court of Appeal, instead of members or Societies going to law ? I think it would bo a
good thing.
8074. You are aware that members have been compelled to pay large amounts of arrears after bohm
summoned to Court? Yes.
43
8075. And do you think such a course of action is advisable ? I do not.
.
8076. If an amount is to be recoverable in this way, would you limit it to the subscriptions for twelve
months? Yes, I would.
8077. Do you favouFsuing for arrears at all? Oh yes, I do.
8078. Have you ever taken any notice of the present form of returns to the Registrar ? Yes.
8079. What is your opinion of them—are they sufficient, or could they be amended do you think? I should
think that depended on the information wanted.
8080. Would you favour more comprehensive returns in future legislation? If they are necessary.
8081. Mr. Geklim/.] How long was your Branch Lodge in existence before it seceded?. I do'not know
exactly; I joined in 1867, and it had been some time then in existence.
8082. Are you sure one of the causes why you seceded was the bad management of the Grand Lodge? I
am satisfied of that.
8083. Did not the Grand Lodge furnish quarterly or yearly reports whereby you could see bow the funds
were used? No, they did not.
’
8084. You have no Widow and Orphan Fund attached to your Order? No.
,
S0S5. You consider, I presume, that being allowed to levy is a great safeguard for the solvency of your
Lodge? Yes.
^
8086. Do you not think it would be better that a member should know exactly what he has to pay a week
instead of having to run the risk of these levies ? I cannot see that any better method could be adopted. ’
8087. Are you aware that large Friendly Societies have a fixed rate of contributions which is not
deviated from or supplemented by levies? I understood all Societies had levies.
8088. I presume you are aware that the Savings’ Bank interest is materially reduced at the present tune ?
They are paying us 5 per cent. now.
8089. I presume you have given attention to the workings of Friendly Societies? Yes, I have.
8090. Do you think it advisable that there should be a person specially appointed to attend to Friendly
Societies ? Oh yes.
J
8091. You believe the present system is not conducive to the interests of Societies ? Not sufficiently,
8092. Chairman.) Have you complied with the Act in making the annual returns to the Reristrar ? Yes
strictly.
°
*
8093. Is there anything you would like to add to the evidence you have given ? No sir, there is not.
8094. Mr. Gelding.) Who was District Secretary at the time your Lodge seceded ? I am not certain but
I think it was Mr. Hampton,
1

!
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Mr. Henry Collyer sworn and examined:—

Mr.
8095. Chairman.] 'What Society do you represent? The Sydney United Plasterers’ Society; I am the
H. Collyer.
Secretary.
8096. How long have you been Secretary ? A year and nine months.
_
12 May, 1882.
8097. And what is the main object of your Society ? To pay money to any one receiving an accident, and
to assist other trades on strike; and to assist in alleviating distress amongst our members or their widows
by donations.
'
_
_
8098. Have you any Funeral Fund ? We give £710s. on the death of a member only to his widow ornominoo.
8099. Any Sick Fund other than for an accident ? Hone whatever.
8100. Any other form of benefit i No, that is all.
8101. What are the payments made to secure these benefits ? 6d, a week.
8102. Any other in the shape of levies? Ho, our rules forbid levies.
8103. And what are your accumulated funds ? Close upon £200.
8104. And the number of members ? 120.
1
8105. Is there any limit as to age 1 Hone whatever.
8106. Any medical examination? Hone whatever ; it is a Trade Union, and not a Friendly Society.
8107. How many years have you been accumulating this Reserve Fund ? Well, previous to 1870 we had
several Societies, all of which broke up : but since then it has been pretty firmly established.
8108. What was the cause of the previous Societies breaking up ? Insufficiency of members.
8109. Then there was an inability to meet the liabilities ? There were not sufficient members.
8110. Then what did they do with the funds ? Shared them amongst the remaining members.
_
8111. Did you know any instance in these previous Societies where a claim was made for funeral donation
which was not complied with ? Ho, I did not.
8112. Hor any claim for accident? Ho, I never knew it refused.
8113. I mean through tliere not being sufficient members to pay it ? Ho, never to my knowledge.
8114. Could you tell us in any instance what the amount of funds was that was divided ? I could only guess
at it, but I should think the most was about £16 or £17.
8115. In each instance was there money to divide ? Yes.
_
8116. Have you anything in the present rules to prevent a similar course being adopted by the Society?
Yes; should the Society sink below a certain number of members, the whole of the funds are to he given,
by law 42, to the Sydney Infirmary,
8117. What were your receipts for thelast five years ? £666 12s. 4d.
8118. Aid can you tell me how you have appropriated that?
Accident pay, £31; funeral payments, £17
10s,; management,expenses, £66 18s. Hid.
,
8119. Any other expenses? Yes, donations to sick members. There has been about £40.
8120. And what else ? We vote £5 a year to the Sydney Infirmary.
8121. Anything else ? We give to other Societies on strike.
8122. What funds have you in hand ? £196 Is. 3d. is the exact amount.
8123. Aid how is that invested? Yn the Savings’ Bank, in the names of three Trustees.
8124. Can you tell me how much has been given to other Societies when on strike ? We pay 4d. a member
each half-year to the Trades and Labour Council; and we gave the Seamen’s Union £10 ; to the miners on
strike in i880, £20 2s. Gd. ; to the curriers in 1881, £5; and £1 10s. was voted towards the expense of
the Anti-Chinese Demonstration.
8125. Have you ever had any defalcations in your Society ? .Ho.
8126. Does the Treasurer give a bond? Yes, of £10, the full amount he is allowed to hold.
8127. Does any other member give security ? The three Trustees.
8128. And to what amount do they give security? £20 each I think.
_
8129. During the time your Society has been in existence has there been any strike amongst the United
Plasterers ? Not calling for pay from the Society.
8130. Do you not think that by the payment to other Societies on strike you diminish the power of the
Society to pay its own members if they are called upon to go on strike ?
Ho, because those we assist now
would assist us then.
8131. Wliere is your place of meeting? The <l Belmore Arms,” Pitt-street.
8132. Have you found any evil results arise from meeting in a public-house? No.
•
8133. Do you allow intoxicating liquor to bo brought into the room? Ho, nor yet smoking.
8134. What do you pay for the use of the room? 35s. a quarter.
8135. Do you observe most of your members take one or more glasses ?
Ho, I think most of our Society
are teetotallers. At the last public-house we stopped at we got notice to quit.
8136. Why do you go to a public-house in preference to an unlicensed hall? Simply because we can get
the night we want, and we get better suited for about half the money.
8137. Have you had any disputes in your Society at any time? Ho.
8138. What is your method of settling disputes 1 There is a Management Committee, whose decision is final.
The Commission then adjourned until Monday, 15th May.

MOJWAr, 15 MAT, 1882.

present:—
F.

ABIGAIL,

Esq., M.P., in the Chair.

JOHN GELDIHC, F.sq.,
E. GKEVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. HEWLAHD, Esq.,

JOHH SLADE, Esq.,
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
P. R. HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,

E. J. EUBIE, Esq.
Mr. Loriraer Edward Harcus sworn and examined :—■
8139. Chairman.] What Society are you connected with? The Independent Order of Good Templars.
8140. What is the date of its establishment? 1874, in this Colony.
8141,

. Mr.
L. E. Harcua.
15 May, 1882.
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8141. Have you held any position in it? In this Colony I was Grand Worthy Chief Templar for two years,
or Executive Head of the Order. In other parts of the world I have filled many other offices. *
.
8142. What is the number of members connected with it? As nearly as possible 3,000, in Hew South
15 May, 1882.
Wales.
'
8143. What amount of subscrtptions do you pay ? The minimum is Is. 6d. a quarter; we are not, strictly
speaking, a Friendly Society.
8144. Do you allow any benefits ? Ho.
8145. How is the Society managed ? By an Executive Committee consisting of the eight principal officers
of the Grand Lodge.
8146. You have no sick pay or funeral donation ? Ho.
8147. Ho doctor or medicine ? Ho.
8148. What is your Order for ? Principally propagating the cause of Temperance; we are a Secret
Society.
8149. What funds have you? I could not say exactly, but our assets exceed our liabilities by some £120,
or it may be more.
8150. What is done with your funds? They are used solely for the advancement of the Temperance cause,
and for the extension of the Order,
'8151. In your Society male and female meet together in the Lodges ? Yes.
8152. Do you think that system tends to promote morality? I think so • I know nothing definite to the
contrary, although I have heal'd rumoure that the mixing of the sexes in the Lodges has been injurious
occasionally. I do not, however, believe that any harm has resulted on the whole.
8153. You have made a request to be examined before the Commission for the purpose offurnishing some
information ? A request lias been made by the Executive Council that I should be examined.
8154. Can you state what particular suggestions you desire to make to the Commission in reference to this
organization? We desire to urge upon file Commission the necessity of having some clause in any Bill that
may be brought forward for the purpose of protecting the funds of such Societies as ours.
Our Order is
established for the purpose of improving the moral condition of the people generally, but there is, we are
given to understand, no legislation at the present time under which we can get protection against the mis
appropriation of our funds.
.
8155. Have you any knowledge of any cases where the funds have been misappropriated ? Ho, not absolute
knowledge; I have heard of cases in which------8156. Your object then is to shut the stable door before the horse is stolen? Yes.
8157. Mr. liubic!] You said your Executive Committee or governing body was composedof the eight chief
officers; do they belong to eight different Lodges? Hot necessarily; they belong to the Grand Lodge,
which is composed of representatives from the various subordinate Lodges, any third degree member being
eligible for that position.
8158. Are tliere not the ordinary officers appointed? We have the ordinary officers.
8159. Would not the present Act give you protection, inasmuch as you are receiving money as a Society
and voting it away for purposes named in your rules? The Registrar, I understand, says he has no power
to register us under the Act; it has been so reported to the Executive Council by a Committee we
appointed to look into the matter.
8160. Mr. Gelding] I presume you would advise that, in any legislation enacted in reference to such
Societies as yours, it should bn provided that the male and female Branches should be kept separate? Ho ;
I should recommend an alteration in the rules giving the presiding officers more power to suppress anything
like larrikinism. Personally I approve of the intermingling of the sexes in the Lodge room, believing that
on the whole the presence of ladies has a good effect on the male members.
8161. What is your opinion with regard to Friendly Societies being mixed up with political, temperance,
or religious bodies; do you not think they should be kept separate? Ho, I cannot say Ido. I believe
that the Temperance bodies at any rate should have their own Societies, as I consider, from what I have
seen and read, that the rate of sickness is less amongst them than amongst other Societies.
.8102. Mr. Rubie] Where are your Lodge meetings generally held? In the ordinary Lodge rooms belonging
to various Societies, and schoolrooms, either public or private. We have one hall of our own, which is to
be opened within the next week or two at Lithgow. We do not meet in public-houses.
8163. Chairman] I think you will find that your Lodges are entitled to registration under clause 17 of
the Act. Will you supply in writing any suggestions you may have to make in reference to the Act and
its operation ? With pleasure,

Mr.
L. E. Harcus.

W j''Way

I

'

'
'
'
Mr. William James Way sworn and examined :—
®164. Chairman] What is the name of the Society you represent ? The Amalgamated Society of Carpenters

and Joiners.
15May, 1882. 8165. And what is the position you hold? Secretary.
8166. How long lias the Society been in existence here ? As near as I can get at it, since 8th July, 1875.
8167. How long have you been Secretary ? Three years last September.
.
8168. Does the Society partake of the character of a Friendly Society or of a Trade Union? Both, as much
one as the other.
8169. In giving your evidence, can you speak from experience of any other Society as well as this ? Yes.
8170. What Society? The Manchester Unity Oddfellows.
’
8171. Have you been intimately acquamted witli the working of that Society? I have been Auditor at
different times.
.
8172. Is your Society a parent Society ? It is only a Branch of the parent Society in England.
8173. Do you owe allegiance to the English Society? Yes.
8174. Do you pay any contribution to the mother Society, and if so, what ? Hothing; every Branch holds
its own funds, but the money is equalized in each Branch throughout the world.
8175. Then what is the locality of the executive body to whom is entrusted the equalization of these funds .
■
■
'
to the General Executive Council? The Society is divided into sixteen Districts, which elect },1)C Council.
—
- Manchester is the head office.
8176.

1
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8176. Then if your funds became unequal to meet the claims upon them, how would the deficiency be made
up? In the Colonies there is a District, and in case of any Branch being short of funds they would write to
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the District office, and we would order them to be paid,
jg
jggo,
8177. And would the District be reimbursed from England? No; we have the same power to give the
’■
'
money to the Branch wanting it as they have in the general office in England ; and in America they have a
District the same way. There is a general office and two District offices,
8178. What benefits do your members receive 1 12s. a week sick benefit for twenty-six weeks, and 6s. as
long as the illness continues ; £12 per member at death ; out of work benefit 10s. a week for twelve weeks,
and 6a for twelve weeks more, making £9 12s. in one year. Then there is an accident benefit; wholly
disabled, £100 ; partially disabled, £60 ; and if the member loses his tools they are replaced to any amount
not exceeding £20. If wc are on strike he gets 15a a week as long as the strike continues, and a member
leaving bis employment satisfactory to the Branch gets 15s. a week.
8179. What payments have the members to make to secure these benefits? Is. a week, and 3d. per
quarter.
8ISO. Are there any levies? No, unless there is a special mass meeting Convened, and there must be twothirds of all the members in favour of its imposition.
8181. Have you ever known a levy ? Yes, we had one a little while ago for the curriers.
8182. What was the levy? We paid Is. a week for a time, and then 6d. a week to support them, as A
special levy.
8183. Are the rates of contribution similar throughout the Society? Yes, all through,
8184. In all parts of the world ? Yes, excepting in the United States and Canada. In the former, when
the Society was started, green-backs were at a big discount, 7 dollars being quoted to the £ sterling;
hence here the subscription is 35 cents weekly, and in Canada 25 cents, the same benefits being received.
8185. In England are the contributions the same as here? Yes.
8186. Does it often happen that the Executive Committee are called upon to assist individual Lodges ? No,
very seldom; a balance is made up every year, so that if one Branch holds more money than another we
equalize the amount right through the Society. In 1880 we sent away £73 to a Branch in Ireland front
our Branch, and about six months ago I sent down £35 to the Port Adelaide Branch.
,
8187. What funds have you in hand? At the end of 1881, £368 17s. 9d. ; at present we have
£444 17s. lid.
_ _
8188. How is it invested? It is in the Bank, £424 18s. 4d.; and the balance is in the Treasurer’s hands. ■
8189. And what is the number of your members? 125.
8190. Have you any disputes in your Society? No,
8191. By whom are your accounts audited ? By the members of the Lodge.
.
8192. Do you think it is sufficient to have the accounts audited by members of the Society ? Yes.
8193. Have you known any Branch fail to carry out its engagements financially ! No; you see the money
'
is equalised every year—the whole Society helps the Branches.
8194. When you raised the money for the support of the curriers, was that reimbursed out of the General
Fund? No, that came out of the members’ pockets individually.
_
8195. And it was optional with them whether they did do so? No, wc bad a specially summoned meeting
convened for the purpose.
8196. Suppose a Society was improvident in making contributions to other trades on strike, and by that
means reduced its average at the end of the year, would the executive still make up the deficiency by con
tributions from other Branches 1 We cannot do that; if we make contributions to other Societies, we have
to do it by special le.vy amongst our own members. If it is in our own Society, then it comes out of the
General Fund.
8197. Mr. Abigail.'] Do you have a medical examination ? Yes.
8198. Do you supply the benefit of a doctor and medicine ? No,
8199. What do you pay the doctor ? 5s. for each candidate.
'
’
'
8200. Are these the only laws you have ? Yes.
8201. They are registered in England, I see? Yes.
8202. Have you taken any steps to register your Brancli here ? Yes, we applied just before tlie Trades
Union Act came into force, but were refused.
'
’ 8203. Do you propose to register your Branch under the Trades Union Act ? Yes.
8204. You have a superannuation benefit? Yes, 8s. a week if you have been in the Society eighteen years,
and 7s. for twelve yeare.
8205. And you have a Benevolent Fund ? Yes.
'
'
8206. For what purpose is it used? Benefits to free and non-free members,
8207. I find that in 1877 the average is set down at £4 13s. 10|d. per member, and in 1879 at £3 2s. ll jd.,
so that in those two years you went back £1 11s. ; can you say whether since then you have advanced in
your funds or decreased ? We have increased; the reason of the decrease was that at the time the
Manchester strike was on.
8208. That made a severe call upon your funds ? Yes.
8209. I find amongst your benefits you have an emigration benefit ? Yes.
‘
8210. That is to enable members from England to emigrate to any other part?
Yes.
■
8211. And yon allow for that up to £6 ? Yes.
'
8212. Can you say whether th6 parent Society has based the contributions upon any principles of calcula*
tion ? Yes, I think they carry out all the requirements; they have for the last twenty-two years.
'
8213. And you think that the amount as set forth in your rules is sufficient to guarantee all the benefits ?;
Yes.
'
' . ■
8214. Have you ever made any calculation as to what you are indebted to the members now ? No.
■
8215. You simply take the year to year operations ? Yes.
8216. You think if you meet your annual expenditure you are financial ? Oh,we increase in general.
’
8217. Have you ever made a calculation as to how much you incur in contingent liabilityper year on your ■
members? No.
■
;
8218. Do you think there is any liability upon those that have not been sick ?1 No.
■ ■ ■ ■ ■
8219. Your laws provide for and guarantee a number of benefits to the whole of your members? . Yes.
■
■
•
'
.
'
8220. .
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Mr.
W.J. Way.

8220. Well, is there not a liability attaching to the Society for that?
will get them.

°

Well, if they claim the benefits they

,

8221. Have you considered what your liability for death rate is? £12.
IS May, 1882.8 2 22. But considering the number of your members what is the liability ? Wc have 125 members, and we
have to give them £12 each.
8223. You said you had increased your General Fund since 1879, but in 1880 I find that there was a still
further decrease, that the total worth of the Society’s funds only shows £2 12s. 2fd., so that for three years
there lias heen a marked decrease 1 I meant at the present time.
8224. Have you any authentic reports since then ? No, not for the whole Society.
8225. Do you favour Government supervision of these Societies? Wc would as soon have Government
'
supervision as not.
8226. Do you think it would be a protection to the Societies ? No, I do not.
8227. Have you any knowledge of cases where the funds of your Society have been improperly used by
auy of its officers or members ? Yes, I have read of it in the reports, hut not in this country.
8228. The protection of the trade is a prominent feature in your Society ? Yes.
8229. Have you ever considered our Friendly Societies Act ? No.
8230. You are not in a position to say whether it answers the purpose for which it was passed or not? I
think it would do so.
.
■
8231. But have you considered and studied its provisions ? No.
8232. Then how can you say it would answer this purpose ? Because it has carried out its effects wherever
it has gone.
,
8233. Do you think the Act answers the purposes for which it was passed ? I think it does, from what I
liave read of it.
'
8234. Could you make any suggestions for any new Act ? No, all we want is to get registered and to have
our funds protected.
8235. Mr. iSWi/i.] Have many of your members availed themselves of that regulation by which you assist
them to emigrate ? There is only one I know of.
8236. To Australia ? Yes,
8237. Have the members in England taken advantage of it as regards America? No.
. 8238. You only know of one instance? That is all, mid he did not get it; the money was granted, but he
ran out of the Society,
#
8239. Has your Council in England endeavoured- to impress the members in England to take advantage of
that law ? No ; the funds must amount to so much per member, and there must be a certain percentage of
■
members out of work before the members are entitled to that beiiefit.
8240. Persons joining your Society must bp'carpenters or joiners by trade? Yes.
8241. Having served an apprenticeship? Of at least five years, except in America, where it is three years.
8242. Do your members as a rule belong to other Friendly Societies? A good many of them do.
8243. Then they do not use this specially for the medical benefits ? No.
.
8244. More for the purpose of protecting their trade ? Yes.
8245. You have only one Brandi in this Colony? That is all.
8246. And that is situated in Sydney ? Yes ; we hold our meetings in the Protestant Hall.
8247. Do you have many members leave during the year ? No.
8248. Have you ever endeavoured to establish other Branches ? Not as yet, because wc have had an uphill
fight; there is a local Society here at the present time.
8249. What is the effect of that Society upon yours ? They only pay 4d. or 5d. a week, and I do not
believe they are as particular in taking members as we are.
8250. In the event of your membership running short and members leaving, what mode of winding up
your Brancli here would be adopted ? In case we got too small to keep open, the District would take the
•
funds.
8251. Where is the District situated ? In Sydney at the present time, but it has been in New Zealand up
till lately.
8252. How does this District come into existence? It is appointed by the Executive Council, though the
members are elected by the votes of all the Branches in Australia.
8253. When do they meet? Once a month.
'
8254. Then all the business transacted passes through the District to head-quarters in Manchester?' Yes.
8255. Mr. Moldmor/h.] Has the number of members of your Society increased within the last two or three
years ? Oh yes.
"
8256. Taking all over the world I mean? Yes; we have increased the last twelve months over 1,000
members.
8257. This increase of members would reduce the average of your funds ? It would to a certain extent.
8258. In case of a deficiency you fall back on other Lodges ? Yes,
8259. And they can fall back on you? Yes.
8260. Is that not calculated to weaken you here rather than strengthen you ? No : I think it strengthens
us right through
b
j
,
b
8261. Mr. liubie.'] Have the rules undergone any revision dtntintr the last few years? Yes, they were
revised in 1880.
c
j
&
j
,
j
8262. Do you know whether the money payments underwent any actuarial calculation ?
Yes; there was
an alteration of death benefits, which were made not to exceed £20, and the superannuation allowance was
altered.
8263. By the same mode the actuaries make it compulsory that a certain amount of money must he invested
every year to provide for these benefits ? Yes.
8264. Would money advanced by you be recouped from England ? Each Branch would audit its accounts at
eaC^ ^car’ ^lc raoncy would be remitted from otic Lodge to another,

4J1<^

n it,"
ky that means the actuaries would calculate that the Society will exist and be capable of paying
all the benefits they promise to their members? Yes.
8266. Then the cost of the Executive must be very large ? No,
8267. Mr. Mewhrnd.] What do you consider is the state of trade now in the Colonies? Very good.
'

8268,

i
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Mr.
8268. And for the last two or three years 1 Pretty good.
8269. And how comes it that in your report it is stated trade was overstocked? That was at the timo the W.J.Way.
Exhibition was just finished.
15 May, 1882.
8270. Do you think the trade was overstocked in 1879? I cannot say.
8271. Do you consider your members in the Colonies are placed at afair advantage in strikes with members
on strike in England ? No, because it costs more to live here than there.
82/2. In a strike out here your benefits "would be merely nominal? We give the same amount of benefit,
but the money would not go so far.
8273. ilfr. Geldinq^ I see you do not require your members to have a doctor’s certificate only over thirtyfive years of age ? That is a certificate of birth.
8274. I see .your average of funds is a fraction over <£2 3s. per head ? Yes, I dare say.
8275. Do you consider that a good average ? Our rules say that when we go below £2 there is a levy to
be made throughout the Society.
8276. If a member leaves the Colony does he get a clearance ? Yes.
8277. In the event of any of your members being brought before the Courts for riotous conduct does your
Society pay their fines ? Ho, not in any shape or form.

Mr. William Francis Davison sworn and examined :—
Chairman.'] What is the name of the Society you represent? The Shipwrights’ Provident Union of Mr. W. F,
Port Jackson.
Davison.
8279. What is the date of its establishment? 1862.
>‘s—- i
8280. Have you any rules ? Yes.
'
15 May, 1882
8281. Did you bring them with you? Yes.
8282. What position do you hold in connection with the Society ? I am Secretary of it at present
8283. How many members have you ? About 280.
8284. What subscriptions do you pay? We pav according to our work—a penny a day for every day wo
work.
‘
8285. And what benefits do you allow ? £1 a week for accident and £10 for burial.
'
8286. .Any other benefits? No, that is all. In case of shipwreck of course we allow £10.
8287. Any superannuation benefits? No.
8288. How long does the accident benefit last? Twenty-six weeks.
■
8289. And nothing after that? No.
■
■
8290. You do not give any sick benefits? No,
8291. Are the members admitted into your Society by medical examination ? No.
8292. Do yon give any medical benefits ? No, none at all.
'
8293. Or in the event of any of your members losing their tools ? Yes, according to the value of the tools
they lose.
8294. How is the Society managed ? There is a President, Vice-President, Secretary and Assistant
Secretary, Treasurer, three Trustees, and six members of Committee elected out of the general body.
8295. What amount of funds have you in hand 1 Over £2,000.
8296. How is the money invested? In the Sydney Savings’ Bank.
8297. In the names of the Trustees ? Yes. "
8298. What amount does your Treasurer hold? He is supposed to hold £20 in hand.
■
8299. Do you take any guarantee from your officers? No; they are supposed to give a guarantee, but we
never enforce it.
8300. Do any of your officers receive payment ? Yes, the whole of the officers are paid, with the exception
of the Trustees. The President, £6 a year ; Secretary, £15 : Treasurer, £5 ; Vice-President, £4; Assistant
Secretary, £5 ; Committeemen, £4 each ; Auditors, 2s. 6d. each audit; Door-keeper, £3 a year.
8301. Can you tell us what has been the total receipts for the last five vears ? No, I am not prepared with
that.
*
8302. Nor yet with the funeral allowances? No.
8303. Can you say whether you have paid any funds away in assisting other trades on strike? Oh yes.
8304. You have received a paper to fill up ? Yes, I have.
8305. Can you tell us the cost of management of your Society for the last five years? No, I cannot
82/8.

. Mr. James Joseph Doiiohoe sworn and examined :—
Mr.
C/iairman.] What Society do you represent ? The United Society of Boilermakers and Iron Ship
J. J. Donohoe,
builders of New South Wales.
8307. Have you any rules? Yes (produced).
i5M&yj882
8308. What date was your Society established ? About October, 1873,
8309. And what position do you hold ? I am Secretary at present.
8310. What number of members have you ? 230.
8311. And what amount of subscriptions do you pay? 6d. a week; and at the death of a member, if
tliere is not sufficient money in the Contingent Fund, the members are levied 2s. per man; but if there is
sufficient money in the fund, such as £15 or upwards, the levy is not necessary and is not enforced.
8312. And what other benefits do you allow? In the event of a dispute each member receives the sum of
20s. a week for himself, and if he has a wife and children, 5s. for the wife, and Is. for each child under
twelve years of age.
■
8313. Do yon give any medical benefits ? No.
8314. Funeral benefits? Yes, a funeral donation of £10.
8315. How long has a man to be a member to get that ? It is not necessary to bo ft member any specified
time ; if he was initiated to-night and died to-morrow he would get the money.
8316.
8306.
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j J Donohoe

‘^'rc ^ere any otter benefits? A very.small indirect benefit to distressed members; the Society can
vot° any sum, not more tlian £1 per fortnight, as a distress donation. The other benefits are given by
16 M»y, 1882,
’ssuc °t subscription lists amongst the members.
.
8317, But these lists are not supplemented out of the funds of the Society? No, they are private
subscriptions.
'
8318. How is the Society managed? By its officers; there are President, Vice-President, Secretary,
Assistant Secretary, Guardian, and Marshal, three Trustees, and two Auditors.
8319. Who receive salaries, and how much ? The Secretary receives £10 a year, the Treasurer £5, tho
present President £2 a quarter, and the Trustees receive £1 per annum each, and Auditors 2s. fid. each
audit. I believe that to be correct, but it is given simply from memory.
8320. Do you wear regalia 1 No, not at present.
8321. Have you any provision in your rules which deprives members of the benefits if they fail to pay
their subscriptions? The only provision is that every member of this Society pledges himself on his
initiation to adhere to the rules as laid down there; and according to them no member is supposed to
work with a non-Society man, under penalties to be enforced by the Society.
8322. But if a member fails to pay subscriptions, does not that deprive him of his benefits? If be allows
himself to run. into arrears he is expelled from the Society, according to the rules ; but at times we find that
we cannot always keep them financial; and if he is unfinancial at his death, and the Society is satisfied it is
through no fault of his own-----8323. But your 14th rule makes provision that when a member is four months in arrears the Secretary
shall be empowered by the Committee to erase his name from the books. Do you comply with that ? Not
at all times.
8324. Have you any Branches ? One at Newcastle.
8325. And if a member leaves Sydney and goes to Newcastle, do you transfer him ? Yes, by clearance
card.
8326. But if he goes to any other part of the country, how does he come off? There are Societies in
Adelaide and Melbourne with which we have arranged to take members from each other.
8327. I understand that the primary object of your Society is trade protection? Yes.
8328. Can you state of your own knowledge whether any of your members have joined your Society solely
for the benefits attached to it ? I could not say so of my own knowledge, but I have my own ideas about a
good many of them.
8329. What is your impression ? My impression is that tliere are a few, but they are in the minority. Of
course the members of the Society as a body, for mutual protection, do not work with non-Society men.
8330. Can you tell me what has been paid for accident pay during the last five years ? I could not say
exactly. I have prepared the following memorandum of information for the Commission :—
Name of Society—United Society of Boiler-makers and Iron Shipbuilders of N.S.W.
Date of foundation—October, 1S73.

.

Number of members in 1877—140
Society’s funds in 1877—
September 18th—In Savings' Bank

.
.....................................................................................

In Bank of New South Wales .............................................
.

. Cash in hand ...............................................................................................

£60

0

0

510 0 0
10 13

7

Total amount of Society’s funds.................. £580 13 7
Salaries—Secretary, £10 per annum; Treasurer, £5; Trustees, £1 per annum; Guardian, per fort
nightly meeting, 2s. ; Auditors, 2s. 6d. each audit; Marshall, per fortnightly meeting, 2a,
Number of members on books, May 9th, 1882—230.
Society's funds, 28th March, 1882—
Cash in Post Office Savings’ Bank and Bank of New South Wales, with cash
in Treasurer’s hands.................................................................................... £1,080 4 3
Allowed as benefits—Funeral donation on member’s death, £10; distress, £1 per fort
nightly meeting; in cases of dispute, member, £1 per week ; member’s wife, 5s. ;
children under twelve years of age, not at work, Is. per week.
Paid as funeral donations since 23rd December, 1879, to date, £30.
Paid since 10th December, 1879, distress and funeral donations, about £75.
Salaries—Paid, Secretary, £10; President, £6 (not paid yet); Treasurer, £5; Marshall
and Guard, each 4s, per month.

The Commission then adjourned until Friday, 19th May.

FRIDAY, 19 MAY, 1882.

fDrcsEttl:—

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P., President.
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GEEYILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
F. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. B, HOLDSWORTH, Esq.
E. J. RUBIE, Esq.

Mr. George E. Fraser sworn and examined ;—
Mr.
8331. Presuhn!.'] What Society do you represent? The New South Wales Seamen’s Union.
G. E. Fraser. 8332. What office do you hold ? Secretary.
'
8333. How long have you held that office ? Since April 17th.
19 May, 1882. g334_ ifave you previously held any office ? Never.
8335. How long have you been a member ? Since its establishment in 1876. .
8336. What contributions do your members pay ? 2s. a month.
8337. Do you give any benefits? The only benefit we have ever been known to give is, if a member is
injured by accident his case is brought before the meeting, and they allow him from £2 to £5, whatever
they decide.
8338.
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8338.
8339.
8340.
8341.

Then your Society is purely a Trade Society? Yes.
Composed of seamen only ? Seamen of all grades.
You give no sick pay or funeral donation? No.
And you admit all men of good character following the sea?
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Mr.
G. E. Fraser.
19 May, 1882.

Yes.

■
Mr. Frederick William Kogers sworn and examined :—
8342. President,} What Society do you represent ? The Coachbuilders’ Society of New South Wales.
Mr. F, W,
8343. What office do you hold ? Secretary.
Roger*.
8344. How long have you held that office ? Two months as Secretary, and three months previously as
"
Assistant Secretary.
1® May, 1882,
8345. Have you held any other office ? No.
8346. How long have you been a member of tho Society ? Nine months.
' . '
8347. How long has the Society been instituted ? Since 1875, I think.
'
-.
8348. What contributions do your members pay ? 6d. a week.
.
..
8349. What benefits do you give? If any member loses employment through dulness of trade or other
circumstances, 10s. a week for thirteen weeks, and in the event of a strike one-half the regular wages for
three months if out of employment within seven months from the date of the strike.
■
8350. Ho you give any benefits in case of sickness ? The Society had a Sick Fund in 1877, each member
having to pay Is. a quarter to it, but it was abandoned in 1879.
8351. Then you give no benefits for sick or funeral donation ? No.
8352. Then you are simply a Trade Society ? That is all
8353. Mr. Abigail.} The object of your Society is to assist its members in case of strikes or disturbances
arising between them and their employers ? That is one object, and they are allowed 10s. a week if out of
work through dulness of trade.

Mr. Levi Maidment sworn and examined :—
Mr.
8354. President.} What Society do you represent ? The Quarrymen’s Bight-hour Protection Society.
L, Maidment.
8355. What office do you hold ? Secretary.
8356. How long have you held the office? About eight years.
19 May, 1881.
8357. How long have you been a member ? About nine yearn
8358. What contributions do your members pay? 3d, a week.
8359. What benefits do you give? Providing you are a member over twelve months, £5 funeral donation;
and two years, £1 10s.
.
8360. What funds have you to your credit? £456 13s. 4d.
8361. Have you any by-laws with you ? Yes {grrodveed).
8362. How many members have you ? 170.
1
8363. How many joined your Society during last year? I could not say at present.
.
8364. Ho you know how many left ? No.
8365. Have you ever had a larger number ? Yes, we have had 200.
■
8366. What amount of money did you pay last year for funeral donation ? That I could not tell you at
present.
8367. Ho you know what your general expenses were last year? No, but for the last quarter they were
£40 7s. 7d.
8368. What were the receipts? £50 4s. 4|d,
8369. The income is sufficient to pay the cost of management and funeral donation? Yes.
8370. And to spare? Yes.
'
8371. Ho you admit any person of good character who happens to be a quarryman? Yes.
8372. Without a medical examination ? Yes,
8373. Ho you contribute to assist others on strike? Yes.
8374. Other Societies ? Yes.
8375. Then in every sense almost your Society is a Trade Society ? Yes.
8376. With the simple exception that yon give a donation in case of death? That is all.
8377. Nothing in case of accidents? No.
8378. Nor in case of sickness? No.
8379. Mr. Gelding.} Most of your members belong to other Societies ? Yes, most of them.
8380. President.} If a member is not in the Society he is looked upon as outside the ring? Yes, tho same
as all other Trades Unions.
8381. It is to preserve the eight-hour principle? Yes, that is the only object
8382. And to provide some little sum towards burial ? That is the only benefit derived from it. We
contribute also to the Infirmary.
8383. And you contribute to other trades on strike ? Yes.
8384. And in every sense yonrs is a Trade Society ? Yes.
8385. Mr. Abigail.} Ho you know of any case, either in your owner any other Benefit Society, where any
officer or member has made away with the funds of the Society ? No.
8386. Mr. Gremlle.} Ho your officers give security? No.
8387. President.} How are the funds invested ! In the English, Scottish, and Australian Chartered Bank,
and the Government Savings’ Bank.
8388. Mr. Gremlle.} Hoes your Society meet at a public-house ? Yes.
.
8389. Have you noticed any evil effects ? No.
8390. Why do you meet there instead of at some of the halls in the city ? We meet there because it is
much cheaper.
The Commission then adjourned nntil Monday, 22nd May. ■

MONDAY,
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MONDAY, 22 MAY, 1882.

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.,

C.M.G., M.P.,

President.

JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
F. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
E. GKEVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. R, HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
E. J. RDBIE, Esq.
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
The examination of Mr. W. F. Davison'was resumed :—
8391.
President."]
You
have
already given evidence before the Commission 1 Yes.
Mr. W. F.
8392. You said your Society •was wholly a Trade Society ? That is all, sir.
,
Davison.
8393. Do you provide benefits for your members 1 Yes, we have an Accident and Insurance Fund.
22MayTl882
839-1. In that respect then it is a Benefit Society ? You may call it that, but the primary object is a Trades
Dnion,
8395. Have you brought the rules with you ? Yes (produced).
8396. What amount of money have you paid for sick pay during last five years'! I produce a return filled
up by me.
8397. Can you tell me? £195 2s. ; and we have paid for accidents, £321.
8398. What have you paid on account of deaths ? £195.
8399. What other sums have you paid on account of benefits ? To hospitals and sick and distressed persons,
£153.
8100. What is the grand total on account of sick gifts and donations ? £867 2s.
8401. What have been the receipts during the five years? £2,478 19s. 6d.
8402. What amount of money have you to your credit now? £1,990 9s. lid. ■ that is, at the end of 1881
8403. How are your funds invested ? In the Sydney Savings’ Bank.
8404. In Trustees? Yes.
_
8405. Do your members undergo any medical examination before they are admitted to the Society ? No.
8406. It is just a question of good character and belonging to the trade ? That is all.
8407. What amount of money have you spent in helping other trades during the past five years? £187.
8408. Your Society is not registered? No.
8409. Has it been contemplated to register the Society ? Yes, but they do not see their way clear,
8410. Not under the recent legislation passed ? No.
'
8411. And not under the Friendly Societies Act ? No.
8412. Havo you had any occasion to prosecute any officer for misappropriation of money ? No.
8413. Do most of your members belong to other Societies? Yes, nearly the whole of them.
8414. And the principal object of the Society is trade protection ? That is all.
8415. Simply to assist members of your particular trade ? Yes. We have also given £119 to members
for loss of their tools.
8416. What has been the cost of management during the five years? £485 7s. 5d, ; the whole of tho
officers are paid.
8417. How do you proceed with members who are in ari’ear with their contributions? Wdl, that is left
among ourselves—there is no rule for it.
8418. Do you expel or suspend them ? Yes, expel them.
8419. How many members joined during the past year ? That I could not say exactly; 181 have left in
the five years.
.
8420. How many joined ? I could not say.
8421. What is the total number of members now? 283.
8422. Has there been a proposal made in tho Society to register under the Friendly Societies Act? Yes,
but they did not seem to care about it,
8423. Did the majority decide against it ? Yes.
■
8424. How often has that been brought before tho Society i On several occasions ; it has come from tho
Trades and Labour Council. The fact is both cannot work together.
8425. You mean tho Friendly Society and Trade Society ? Yes.
8426. Mr. Abigail.') Do you find the effects of your Society to be mutually beneficial to both employers
and employed ? Yes, our career since it has been a Society can tell any gentleman that.
8427. You think that your being joined together has prevented collision between them ? On many
occasions.
8428. When you have expelled a member for non-payment of dues, do you proceed further with him; that
is, supposing he is in an employ, do you take steps to get him discharged ? No, we never interfere with him
at all.
8429. Mr. GrcvilhATlo members of your Society work with men who are not members? Yes.
8430. Mr, HvMe.) Do the Trustees of your funds give any security ? No.

William Henson, Esq., M.F., sworn and examined :—
W. Henson, 8431. Presideni.) You are a Member of the Legislature of New South Wales? Yes, one of the Members
Esq,, M.P. for Canterbury,
8432. What Society are you here to represent to-day ? I do not know that I represent any Society ; I have
22 May, 1882. p,een Honorary Treasurer of the Sons of Temperance for some years.
8433. Is it in connection ■with the discharge of your duties there that you come here to give evidence ? Yes,
any information in connection with that I am quite willing to give.
8434. Do you hold any position in connection with that Society at the present time ? I am still Treasurer
of the General Fund of the National Division.
8435. You have made some statement in reference to a Benefit Society where members have been paying
in for a long period of years, and when circumstances required that they should receive the benefits promised
them the funds were not available ? Yes,
8436.
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8430. Will you state to tlie Commission the particular case you have reference to'! Yes. A man by the
Hensoo,
name of John Cos was a tenant of mine‘for sixteen years ; he died some seven years since, leaving a widow ^sq^ALF.
and five children; he had heen for sixteen years a member of Court Friendship Royal Foresters, but on his
death and from that time to this his wife has not received any benefits from the Lodge of which he was a
*’
'
member. I saw her this morning, and she informed me that she had never received any benefits, though
she was entitled to £30.
<
8437. Do you know whether the husband at his death was financial 1 I could not say, other than that he
received sick pay up to the time of his death.
8438. And you are informed by his widow this morning that though he had been dead seven years, she had
never received the frmeral donation 1 if o, though she has retained legal assistance to obtain it. I believe
her case was nonsuited, and having no means to carry the thing on she had to suffer.
_
8439. Do you know the grounds of the nonsuit 1 Ko, it was a technical point of law—not on the merits of
the case.
_
8440. Is that the only case you wish to make special reference to 1 That is the only case I have any
knowledge of, that I can speak about with any authority.
_
_
_
8441. Have you any suggestions to make to the Commission that might be of service in any future
legislation f I do not know that I conld make any suggestions, unless in reply to any questions that may
he put.
,
8442. From your general knowledge of the Societies you have been connected with, do you think that the
sum of Is. a week is sufficient to ensure the benefits that most of the Friendly Societies promise to their
members 1 No, T think not, ns the amounts given by Societies differ ; some give £25, and others £30, and
perhaps more. I do not think Is. is sufficient beyond the £20; that is in addition to the sick pay.
8443. You think that in a Society offering medical attendance to a member, his wife, and family, together
with a funeral donation of from £20 to £25 for a member, and from £10 to £15 in case of the death of a
wife, Is. a week would be sufficient to ensure the payment of these benefits in addition to sick pay! Yes,
up to £20 on the death of a member and £10 on the death of a wife, if the children did not receive benefits
beyond tho age of sixteen instead of eighteen.
_
_ _
8444. Do you know the amount paid to medical men for attending members of these Societies 1 I know
that it differs very much in the city and country, but I can hardly say just now the exact amount.
8445. What do you think would be sufficient to cover the risk of a man thirty-six years of age, insuring his
life for £25 at death without any other benefit! Well, I have never studied life insurance in that particular
point, my experience has been in connection with Societies in which there has been sick pay and other benefits.
844C. Do you think the medical examination in connection with Societies in the admission of candidates
for membership is sufficiently searching! Yes, as far as my experience has gone, I think the medical men
act very fairly.
_
,
8447. You think then the medical examination is quite sufficient for all purposes to ensure a Society against
loss by tho admission of persons of unsound liealth 1 Yes, where there are rules laid down for the guidance
of the medical man.
_
_
_
8448. Do you think the occupation or trade of members admitted has anything to do with the length of
lifel Yes, there is no doubt that there are some occupations which shorten life more than others.
8449. Do you think it is advisable to admit all trades and occupations at the same rate of initiation fee and
contribution 1 It is essential that Societies should receive members from all grades, or else they would not
meet the want,
8450. You would not make any distinction? No.
,
_
8451. Do you favour tho principle of a graduated scale of contributions, or do you prefer a uniform scale
r for members of Friendly Societies? Well, I think that a graduated scale meets the case better than ono
uniform scale.
'
8452. Mr, Abigail.] Do you know where this Lodge was situated, this Court of Royal Foresters? No.
8453. Have you heard the names of the officers? I have beard the names, but have forgotten them.
8454. Have you heard anything of the financial position of the Society at that time? Yes, I heard their
position was such that they wore unable to pay funeral donations at the time this death occurred, and for
some time afterwards.
_
8455. Arc you aware whether they had suspended benefits by law in any way ? No.
8456. This is the case I think you mentioned to Sir Henry Parkes ? Yes.
^ _
8457. Havo you any knowledge of any case in connection witli that or other Societies where the funds have
been misappropriated by any of its officers? No, I havo no personal knowledge of anything of the kind.
8458. Mr. Grevitte.) Have you heard any cause assigned by the officers of this Lodge for the non-payment
of the burial money 1 No, I never met with them about it.
8459. But was no reason assigned to the widow ? No.
8460. Was her application merely met by a point blank refusal? She was told there were no funds.
8461. Mr. Holdsioorth.] Is the Lodge still in existence ? I believe so.
8462. Mr. liubie.] And no reason was assigned except the want of funds ? No.
84 63. Do you riiink, considering the benefits these Societies confer on the working classes, that they ought
to be under the supervision of some Government Department ? I think it would be as well if they were, now
that they are increasing and becoming so important.
8464. Mr. Gelding.] Are you of opinion that the Government should appoint an Actuary to look after the
Friendly Societies ? I think it would be advisable.
8465. Have you ever considered the question of arbitration; do you think it would be advisable for Societies
to have their own arbitrators, or that they should be appointed away from the Societies ? I think it would
be better if the arbitrators were apart from the Societies, although there are some cases in which I believe
it would be as well if they were in connection witli the Society ; but on the whole it would be better that
they should be appointed from other Societies, if it would prevent resort to Courts of law,
8466. I presume you are of opinion that the Registrar of Friendly Societies should bo appointed as in Victoria;
bis duties being to look after these and Trades Unions and Building Societies, without having anything else to
do ? Yes, I think they are becoming sufficiently important to warrant that.
8467. You are impressed with the belief that the sliding scale would be superior to the system now in vogue
of having a uniform rate of contribution ; you do not consider that fair ? No, I think a graduated scale is
the best.
The
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The examination of Mr. James Donohoe was resumed :—
8468. President.') You are Secretary of------ 1 The United Society of Boiler-makers and Iron Ship Builders
of New South Wales.
1

22 May 1882
Y°u have already given evidence before the Commission? Yes.
'
’ 8470. Can you tell the Commission what amount of money you paid during last year for benefits? For the
last two years we paid XI44 14s. 5d. on account of disputes ; for sick pay we paid away £42; that was
voted for a distress relief.
8471. Do your rules provide for a Sick Fund ? No.
8472. What do you pay in case of death ? £10.
■
8473. What have you paid during the last two years ? The rule has only been in existence twelve months;
we have paid £30.
8474. Do your members undergo a medical examination ? No.
8475. What have you paid on account of trade allowances, strik es, and so on ? £144 14s. 5d., as near as I can
get at it.
,
8476. Your Society exists for the purpose of trade organization? That is all.
8477. Are you registered under the Act ? Not yet.
•
8478. Have you proposed to be registered ? It is under the consideration of a Committee at the present
time.
8479. Most of your members belong to other Benefit Societies ? I believe so.
8480. Has a proposal been made to register the Society under the Act 7 Not yet; we are comparing the
rules with the Act, and there is a Committee now sitting.
8481. What amount of funds have you got ?■ At the last audit, in March, 1882, we had £1,080 4s. 3d.
8482. How is the money invested ? In two Banks.
8483. In Trustees ? Three Trustees. There is a fixed deposit in the hank of New South Wales, and a
current account in the Savings' Bank.
8484. You have no medical examination? No.
8485. And you admit any member of the trade, providing he is a respectable man ? Yes, if he can do a
day’s work.
8486. How do you deal with members who get in arrears? They are first summoned by the Secretary, and
then there is Is. fine ; and then, if they are about four months in arrears, we find a way of dealing with
them.
8487. Is all the trade enrolled in your Society ? Every boiler-maker in Sydney.
8488. No compulsion I suppose? Well, the rules prevent members of the Society working with a non
member.
,
8489. That is purely a trade condition ? It is a trade condition.
8490. Have you found any difficulty in carrying out the rules ? No, not now.
8491. I suppose at first there was some trouble? Yes, and there is occasionally a little trouble now.
8492. Did you make many members last year ? About fifty I think.
8493. Many leave the Society ? Well, the members of our Society travel about a good deal and draw
clearance cards. We liave a Branch in Newcastle ; and this report (Commission’s return) is only the report
of the Sydney Branch.
8494. 3/r. S'mii/i,] Your Trustees liave absolute control oyer your funds, have they not? Yes, they have.
8495. You take no bond or guarantee from them ? No, we have had confidence in thorn.
8496. It would be possible for them to walk away with the whole of your funds if they chose ? It is quite
possible, but they are men who are well known.
8497. Jfr. Abigail.] If any members failed to pay their contributions, would you take any action to prevent
them being employed ? Well, there is a meeting amongst the parties concerned and they passcertain
resolutions, such as that they will not work in the shop with that man until he is good.
8498. Has that the effect on the employer of preventing him employing any but members of your Society ?
Yes, but we make it a rule that any man is allowed to work a fortnight before being asked for his pro
position fee.
8499. But to continue in his work it is necessary and compulsory that he should join your Society ? Quite so.
8500. I see by your balance-sheet that there is £977 in the Bank in the names of your Trustees; do you not
think some provision should be made for these men to give a guarantee bond, so as to protect the Society
against any chance of loss ? Yes, I have thought so for a long time past.
8501. Would that principle apply also to the Treasurer? Yes, it would,
8502. Am I right in concluding that the combining of Societies was tbc means of passing the Act recently
passed ? I am under that impression.
8503. Have you any knowledge of the Friendly Societies Act? No, I liave no knowledge of it at all,
8504. Are you a member of any other Benefit Society? I am a member of the Grand United Order of
Oddfellows.
8505. Have you taken any active part in the working of that Society ? No, I have not.
8506. Have you any knowledge of any instance where the funds of any Trade Protection Society have been
misappropriated by any of the officers ? No.
The Commission then adjourned until Friday, 26th May.

FRIDAY,
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FRIDAY, 26 MAT, 1882.
^pixsjcnt: —

FE.ANCIS ABIGAIL,

Esq.,

M.P.,

in the

Chaih.

JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
P. E. HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GKEVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
E. J. RUBIE, Esq.

Mr, James Sheehan sworn and examined :—
Mr.
8507. Chair mar/.What Society do you represent? The Australian Holy Catholic Guild.
J. Sheehan,
8508. What position do you hold 1 Secretary.
8509. What is the number of members ? About 950.
26 May, 1882,
8510. What is the amount of subscriptions you pay 1 2s. 4d. per fortnight.
8511. And what benefits do you allow? A guinea a week to sick members for twelve months, and half-aguinea if ho continues to be sick for another twelve months, and then 5s. as long as ho remains ill
8512. And is he allowed to do any light work while receiving that allowance? No, nothing.
8513. How is the Society managed ? By a Council and governing body.
8514. How are they elected ? Elected by the general body.
8515. Representing------ ? Warden, Bursar, and three Trustees, together with other members.
8516. Do any of the officers get paid ? Only the Secretary.
8517. What does he receive ? ,£78 a year.
8518. Can you tell us from your books anything about an error or deficiency said to have occurred in 18761
No, I am not conversant with that matter.
8519. How long have you been Secretary ? Since February last
8520. How long have you been a member of the Society ? About twelve or thirteen years.
8521. Were you a regular attendant at the meetings? Yes, I attended pretty regularly.
8522. Do you know anything of a special audit having taken place in 1875 or 1876 ? Such a thing did
take place, but I am not well acquainted with the circumstances of it.
8523. Are you aware who made that audit? Well, I have heard it was a gentleman of the name of
Carroll.
8524. Do you know whether it was favourable to the management of the Society ? I believe it was, from
what I have heard.
8525. Have you ever seen his report ? No, I have never seen it.
8526. If the special auditor concluded his report in these words, do you think it would show the Society to
be well managed and satisfactory :—“ 1 would add, in concluding tliis report, that the books of the Guild
have heen kept in a most slovenly and unbusiness-like manner, and the manner in which the cash-book has
been manipulated is in the highest degree discreditable.” Do you think that would apply to your Society ?
I could not say.
,
,
8527. If it did, do you think it would be right to say the Society was well managed and its affairs were
properly conducted ? I could not say that it would be well managed.
8528. That is the concluding part of one of Mr. Carroll’s reports on your Society, while he further states :—
“ From the most diligent and painstaking examination of the Bursar’s book, which, from the number of
entries of moneys received that have been erased or struck out, and the difficulty of determining what
payments should be allowed or disallowed, it has given me much serious thought to strike a balance in the
Bursar’s hands on the 31st December, 1875. However, 1 have done so, and feel satisfied of its approximate
correctness in so far as it was possible to arrive at it, and I consider that to make good the above sum of
£205 15s. lid., that the Bursar’s share is £46 0s. 4d., and the Secretary’s share £159 15s. 7d.” That
shows that these two items were wanting in making up the balances ; were you aware of that fact when this
letter came in in which you state that the Friendly Societies Act had answered all the purposes of your
Society, and that it was well managed and did not need any inquiry into ? That was my impression in
sending that letter. (Latter put in and road as follovos):—
The officers of the A. H. C. Guild, while anxious to aid the Commission in their labours, would respectfully point out that

they havo at great trouble furnished all information required in the first edition of the forms supplied to us. To fill in,
even in an approximate manner, the annexed form, would entail such an amount of clerical labour, and would engross so
much of our officers’ time, which in the execution of their regular work would be more profitably employed, that we do not
feel justified in undertaking such a task. With regard to the paragraph at the head of this sheet, we must admit we are
somewhat in the dark as to what’ form our reply should take, but we think (and this remark does not of course affect the
personnel of the Commission) that the whole business is a mistake, or else if there ever was any justification for the
appointment of tho Commission, that justification must be sought for in sometliing utterly foreign to the experience of our
Society, the existing law of the Colony having lieen found quite satisfactory. If this information (we allude to the erratic
tabular forms enclosed) is insisted upon, the Commission might appoint a few clerks to attend, and every assistance will ho
given them.
We arc, &c.,
RICHD. C. MEACLE, Warden.
May 15th, 1882.
JAMES SHEEHAN, Secretary,

This letter was written on one of the return forms issued by the Commission, and had the following note at
the head :—“N.B.—The Commission would be glad to receive any expression of opinion, experiences, or
suggestions upon, of, or for the present or any future law for Friendly and Benefit Societies."
8529. You were not thoroughly conversant with the contents of this special audit of Mr. Carroll’s? I
heard that it had taken place.
8530. Did you know that this audit established the fact that the Society had been badly managed and
some of the funds manipulated, when you said it was well managed ? I was almost ignorant of the matter
of the audit.
8531. Had you known that such an audit and report as that had been brought in, you would not have con
cluded that the Society so spoken of was well managed at that time ? No, not at that time, but up to the
present it is.
8532. You read the contents of that letter and know what it contains ? Yes. •
'
8533.
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8533, It is not necessary to read it to you again ? Oh no.
J. Sheehan. §534 you j^ye no desire to ■withdraw any of the contents you have subscribed your name to ? No, there
B^Ma 1S82 ls no^'I1g objectionable in it.
* a^’
' 8535. What is meant by “the erratic tabular forms enclosed”? It means that form of return.
8536. This form asks for the name and address of the Society,—how long it has been in existence; the
average number of members in each of the last live years,—taking the number good at end of each quarter
and dividing by four for the year; the number of weeks’ sickness in each year ; the number of members
joined in each year ; the accumulated ages of the joining members, being their ages added up for each year ;
the number of members, wives, and children, who have died in each year, giving their added ages; and the
number of members at the present time, and their accumulated ages, in years only. Now, will you please
to explain in what way it is “ erratic” ? Well, we filled in the first form that "was sent out, at great personal
inconvenience to us, and furnished all the information it was possible to furnish; and to go through that
would necessitate a great loss of time on the part of the officers.
'
8537. I suppose you are perfectly aware of the objects of the Commission,—to inquire into the workings of
the Societies with a view to bringing in a better Act; that being so, do you think the Societies should assist
the Commission in their work? Well, without the assistance of the Societies the Commission would not be
able to form any new Act.
8538. Are you aware that the Commission has full power to compel witnesses not only to attend but also
to supply evidence, if they should deem it proper ? I cannot say I am aware of that.
8539. .Since. 1876 you say your Society lias been well managed. Can you tell us what progress they have
made in their funds in that time ? Yes ; I dare say we arc £1,000 better off now than we were in 1876,
We have cleared off £1,000 of the mortgage.
8540. Have you had any occasion to consult the Begistrar or the Friendly Societies Act ? No, I do not
think we have.
8541. Are your funds kept separate ? No, they all go into one General .Fund.
8542. Do you know that is contrary to the Friendly Societies Act ? Well, our registered rules give U9
power to do it.
8543. But the Friendly Societies Act is in opposition to that, and no laws registered or not can override the
Act under which they are framed? Well, it is a strange thing that they register the rules if they are not
in accordance with the Act.
8544. Have.you had occasion to consult Mr. Oliver on any matter affecting your Society? We may have
asked his opinion about a rule.
8545. Do you think the Friendly Societies Act answers all the purposes of protecting and governing the
Friendly Societies of the Colony? I think it is ample as far as we are concerned. Tliere is only one
matter—that of members being bad on the books. According to our rules a member can run for fifty-two
weeks and then he goes off the books ; but I am informed that under the Act if he dies within that time
his widow can claim the amount.
8546. Have you had any case wliere you have erased a man’s name and he has still sought to obtain the
benefits? No.
8547. In the settlement of disputes do you think the present system is satisfactory in enabling members to
go to the Law Courts for redress ? No ; it is anything but satisfactory to have these matters go into Court;
they ought to be decided by arbitration, and the arbitrators’ decision should be final.
8548. How would you form your Arbitration Board ? According to our rules we have three, who are
elected.
8549. You think the Board should be confined to the members of the Society ? I think so.
8550. Are you in favour of a close Government supervision of Societies by an officer appointed to inspect
the accounts 1 I do not think it would do any harm.
8551. Do you attach any importance to correct annual returns being sent in ? Yes.
8552. Does your Society send in its returns regularly ? Yes, I think so.
•
8553. Have you any suggestions to make that would be of benefit in framing any new law ? No, I do not
think so.
8554. Are you in favour of a special Registrar being appointed to supervise solely Friendly Societies apart
from any .other office? Yes; I could not be unfavourable to that, because I think it is very requisite.
8555. You think the Societies are of sufficient importance now to demand some step of that kind ? Yes,
8556. Are you aware there is a statist and barrister appointed by the Government of Victoria to overlook
and register rules ? Yes; it would be a very good thing if there were a Registrar appointed specially for
that purpose here, because the Registrar would take more interest in the rules when sent to him.
8557. jt/?1. GrcviUe. ] Do you underetand that these returns have to be made ? It is impossible for us to
■
complete that return.
8558. Why should your Society find it more impossible than those Societies which havo already done it ?
I cannot say.
8559. Will you point out the information required which you find it impossible to give? " The number of
members, wives, and children who have died, giving the added ages.” We are not in a position to give
that; then “ the number of members at the present time and their accumulated ages," I do not think we
conld give that; it would take a great deal of time to do it.
8560. Do you mean that it is impossible to give tbe information, or that it would take more time tlian you
feel justified in giving ? It would take up a considerable amount of time.
8561. But is it impossible ? It is impossible in one respect.
8562. Where is tho impossibility? “The number of members, wives, and children, giving tlie added am's";
there is no record kept of that,
3
8563. Do you not keep a record of the number of members who die in each year ? Yes, we have that.
■ 8564. And do not they show how many wives died each year? No.
8565. Do you pay anything for the death of wives ? If the husbands are good on the books ; but on the
death of a wife direct wc do not pay,
8566. And do you not keep a record of that? Yes, it is entered on the hooks, but wc could not furnish the
number of those who died who were bad on the books.
8567. But they are virtually dead and are treated as non-members? Oh no ; because if they allow tlieir
arrears to exceed fourteen weeks they are bad on the hooks,
8568.
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Mr.
8568. You can furnish the Commission, can you not, with the number of wives who died who were good on
J. Sheehan.
the books, and that is all we want to know? Yes, but I cannot give you their ages.
8569. Chairman^ The question is, can you give the number of wives of benefit members who have died? 26 May, 1882,
I do not think I can.
8570. Mr. Greville.'] Bo you not enter that upon your books ? It would be very unjust to ask me to do
that, considering 1 have only taken office for a few months.
8571. Are your books kept in such a way as to show the number of wives who die? Yes.
8572. Then where is the impossibility of giving us the information ? Well, it is impossible for us to devote
the time to hunting over the books to find it out.
' 8573. Now, do you keep a record of the number of children who die? No, we allow no benefits for them,
and do not keep any record.
8574. When members or their wives die do you enter upon the books their ages! No, we do not.
8575. Then you cannot give their addetl ages ? No,
8576. But your answers lead me to the conclusion that you can give me the number of members and wives
who died in each year for the past five years ? Wc might be able to do that.
8577. Are your books kept in such a state that you arc doubtful whether you can give a correct return or
not 1 They are kept very well at the present time.
8-578. Will you kindly point out any other request made which you term impossible ? I do not think there
is anything else impossible there.
8579. Then your objection is simply that it is not impossible to fill out and give the most of the informa
tion, but that it would take up too much time ? Yes, I believe it would take up too much time, and then it
would be a most unsatisfactory report. You could get the number of members, but I do not know about
their accumulated ages.
8580. Is a member's age not entered when he joins? Yes.
8581. Then if you add the number of years from then up to the present time, you get his age very easily,
do you not ? Yes.
8582. Is it your intention to furnish the information to the best of your ability, or will it be necessary to
serve a notice on you to bring up all the books for them to be examined here ; which would you rather do ;
the information must be given, and we must insist upon obtaining it; which would you rather do ? Wo
will give the information as far as possible.
8583. Mr. Holdsioorth.^ You have an annual balance-sheet ? Yes.
8584. That sets forth the number of persons who die ? Yes.
8585. And tlie number of members’wives? Yes.
8586. You have had them for the last eight or nine years, have you not ? I belifrve so.
8587. Would it not be possible then from these to supply the number of deaths? We could do that.
8588. Would that take such a large amount of time? It would take a considerable amount of time.
8589. Are you aware there is an Australian Catholic Young Women's Society? No, I am not, I have
heard of it.
.
8590. Assuming tliere is such a Society, do you think you are as well qualified to keep accounts ns female
members ? I think so.
■
'
8591. Bo you think if a female Guild could supply the return asked for you could not do it? They may
not have done it; they can always get a little assistance.
8592. I understood you to say it would be very hard to aik you to do this, as you had only been Secretary a
few months ? Yes.
8593. Would it not be possible to get those who were there before you to do it? I think that would .be
quite possible, and more justifiable.
8594. Are you aware that the Commission is called for the benefit of members of Friendly Societies, for
their advantage ? I am aware it was formed to inquire into their workings.
8595. Bo you not tliink then as the Govern merit of the country is prepared to spend so large a sum, tlie
Societies themselves should render all the assistance in their power ? Yes; a Society may think itself quite
secure.
3596. Mr. Itubw.] I suppose all this information could he obtained from the books? Yes, I think so.
8597. The only thing is the matter of the time of the individual ? Yes, it would necessitate a lot of
time.
8598. That would be the only difficulty ? Yes.
8599. And you think the individual should not be called upon to supply all this information without some
remuneration? Yes.
8600. But the whole matter in the return can be furnished from the books ? Yes, I think so.
8601. Mr. Hewland.] Are you in favour of a graduated scale of contributions in your Society ? We have
found the present scale very satisfactory.
8602. Would you he in favour of a sliding scale ? No, I do not hold with it.
8603. Bo you not have levies in your Society ? We have never had occasion for them, though we have
power to levy.
.
8604. You pay a regular contribution fee ? Yes,
8605. Are you aware that the salary of ,£78 is an unusual amount of pay for a Secretary of a Friendly
Society ? No, I am not aware of it,
8606. Have you any experience or knowledge of what is paid Secretaries of other Societies? I cannot say
I have hunted after thorn to find out what they were getting.
8607. Have you any knowledge of what is paid to Secretaries of other Societies? I am not aware what
is paid.
8608. You are not aware that that is a very unusual salary to pay ? It is not unusual for the unusual
amount of work you have to do.
8609. Mr. Slade.] If a witness from your Society has stated the whole cash balance of your Society to he
£179, do you think that is a satisfactory and solvent state for the Society of the size of yours? Yes.
8610. Have you any idea what are your probable liabilities with such a number of members, the risk of
sickness, for instance ? No.
8611. How many members have you 3 About 950.
486—2 H
8612.
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8612. Witli nearly a thousand members and a cash balance of £179, do you still think it is a safe state of
/J. Sheehan. affaira ? Yes, considering we have property.
iSS^Mav^lSSS
Property of such a nature that it could be hastily realized for the purpose of paying the
1
* liabilities of the Society 1 If we were anxious to get rid of it I do not think we should fiud any difficulty.
8614. If a previous witness stated you had a cash credit at the Bank, if you required it, could you tell from
that whether they thought it was sufficient ? I was not aware that wc had an emergency credit. Of course
what we have to our credit at the Bank is our balance.
8615. Is there any other item in tliis return that you consider more than ordinarily difficult to make out ?
No, I think I have explained all the items.
.
8616. If the ordinary average of Secretaries liave returned these papers to us perfectly filled up, do you think
that argues better clerical information on their part than on yours? No, I do not think so ; they may have
furnished returns that are not accurate.
8617. Mr. Gelding.] I presume an alteration has taken place in the management of your Society ; there is
better supervision lately? Yes, there is better supervision tho last few years.
8618. Mr. Grevitte.] Have you had any experience in any other Society ? No ; this is the only Society I
have had experience of.
8619. You said just now that the amount of salary allowed by your Society was not unusual considering the
unusual labour involved : what labour is there attached to your office that is not attached to the office in
other Societies? Well, other Lodges have their different Branch Secretaries, but in the Guild there is the
one general Secretary who has to do the whole of the work.
8620. Is there any other unusual labour hut that? No; it is principally a matter of work.
8621. Mr. Smith.] You have seven Lodges, have you not, in your Guild ? We have seven Districts.
8622. They form the Council? The Council is elected through the Districts.
8623. You simply discharge all the duties in connection with the Secretaryship to the Council! To the
members generally.
,
8624. The Branches have Secretaries of their own ? No; there are District Secretaries, but they do nothing,
simply taking the subscriptions on pay nights.
8625. There is the Branch of St. Joseph’s, at Newtown, there is a Secretary there, is there not 1 Yes.
8626. He receives the whole of the subscriptions payable to that District 1 Yes.
8627. He does all the communications with you as Council Secretary, does he not? No further than per
sonal communication.
8628. He makes up and supplies you with the balance-sheet for that particular District, does he not 1 No,
he does not.
8629. He summons all members of his own Branch, does he not ? No, ho does not.
8630. Do you do that ? I have to do anything I am instructed to by the Warden.
8631. That is your answer ? If it is necessary to summon them, I have to summon them.
8632. Is it a portion of your duties to do that ? Certainly.
8633. And do you call on the members of the various Branches, by circular or otherwise ? By advertisement,
and send notices out if necessary.
8634. Do you send them to the members or to the officers of tlie District 1 They must go to the officers
8635. And it then becomes the duty of the officers to summon the members in accordance with the Wardeu’s
wishes 1 Yes.
8636. Would he not have to send a summons to each member ? No.
8637. Then, how would he inform his members that he has a communication from the Warden or Council ?
As it happens the Secretary does not call tlie meeting at all—it is the Chairman.
8638. But do tlie duties devolve upon you or upon the others ? They are not Secretaries at all, except in
name.
8639. All business appertaining to the Branch, and having to he done by the Branch, is done by the Branch’s
officers, is it not ? No, I cannot say it is.
■
”
8640. It is managed by the officers of the District, is it not ? 1 have not to communicate with the mem
hers individually ; in the matter of a fine I have to scud a circular.
8641. How are you made aware that there is to be a fine registered against any particular member 1 Well,
if they are fined for a special meeting, the officers of the District make a note of those who are absent:
8642. In each District there are records kept of what is done, are there not ? Yes,
8643. The President and Secretary manage the affairs of their own District ? They come to the Hall and
manage them.
8644. Do the subordinate Secretaries furnish you with a report of the actual ivorking of their own Districts ?
No.
8645. Do they beep any minutes of the proceedings at all ? None whatever.
8646. Do you do the whole of that? I have to keep every account in connection with the Guild.
8647. Do you do the whole of that work, answer yes or no if you please ? Well, if I said 1 did I would be
implicating myself. They are appointed to do a certain thing, to take the money from the members ; I have
to keep tlie books and accounts, and everything in connection with the funds.
8648. I presume you are acquainted with the working of the Order ? Yes,
.
8649. Well, what are tlie duties of the subordinate Secretaries to the various Districts ? They have to
assist to take the contributions of the members, and to attend all meetings, to take the names of those
absent and present at the meetings.
8650. And then you are furnished with the records of those meetings 2 Yes.
8651. And you have to compile your records from those already made or taken by the subordinate
Secretaries in the District ? Yes.
8652. You deal with it finally ? Yes.
8653. But a great deal is prepared by these subordinate Secretaries ? Oh no.
8654. Is it not a fact that the Secretary in connection with the District of St. Joseph’s, at Newtown,
furnishes you with a record of the number of members good on the books, the amount of subscriptions due
by them, and the business generally transacted in tho District ? No, he has never done so,
8655. Then do yon visit Newtown yourself for the purpose of recording the whole of their proceedings as
Secretary ? No.
.
8656.

243

FRIENDLT SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

8656. How are tlieir proceedings recorded ? All they have to do is to take the contributions ; they hold
g^eek™
no meetings ; all meetings are called by the ’Warden. At tlieir meetings they simply take the contributions.
a ' '
8657. Then there is no clerical work for subordinate Secretaries to do ? None whatever.
26 May, 1882.
8658. The whole is performed by you ns Grand Secretary to the Grand Council, is that so 1 In the matter
■
of fines, they have to attend to take the names of those who are absent or present in the different Branches,
winch I could not do.
8659. In reply to the Chairman you said your Society was well managed now : have you a balance-sheet
of a recent date or any books to show that your Society is better managed 1 We have not issued a
balance-sheet since the end of 1881 ; our next will be at the end of June; we have now to our credit about
£397.
8660. Have you made many new members this year ? Yes.
8661. About how many since the beginning of the year ? About forty.
■
8662. Are they very young ? From eighteen upwards; tho average would be about twenty-three or twentyfour.
.
.
8663. Chairman.] As I understand it, the duties of these Secretaries of Branches are simply of a formal
character—they receive the money and bring it to you i To the Bursar.
8664. You keep a cash-book ? The Buimr does.
8665. Do you keep a register of the members 1 No, 1 have not a complete register.
8666. You have to make out all balance-sheets and furnish all reports '! Yes, and conduct all the corre
spondence.
8667. I! see your return states, cash in hand £203 7s. 6d. ; money lent on mortgage and in the hands of the
Secretary and Bursar, £1,309 6s. : what mortgage is that 1 I do not know what it was lent on I am sure.
8668. Did you make out that return 1 It is compiled from the balance-sheets.
8669. Can you not give us any information as to where this £1,300 is placed l No, that .was in 1877.
8670. You cannot give any explanation of that 1 No.
Mr. Richard Charles Mcacle sworn and examined :—
8671. C/MuruMK.] What Society do you represent ? Tlie Australasian Holy Catholic Guild,
Mr.
8672. And what position do you occupy ? Warden—the highest lay office in it.
R. C. Meacle.
8673. How long have you been a member of tbe Society? Going on for six years.
A-—n
8674. You were a member in 1877 ? I believe so.
26May, 1882.
8675. Were you in any office at that time ? No.
8676. Were you conversant with the workings of the Society at that time 1 I think at or about that period
I became an Auditor.
8677. In tho return from your Society there is an item of money lent on mortgage, and money in the hands
of the Secretary and Bursar £1,309 6s. 1 That is some money that was outstanding on mortgage and came
in during the currency of that half-year ; it, together with what was in the hands of the Secretary and Bursar,
amounted to that sum.
8678. What became of that money ? It went towards reducing the debt on the Hall.
8679. You subscribed your name to that letter (see mtfewce of previous witness, question 8528) ? Yes.
8680. You know the contents of it 1 Yes.
.
8681. Did you write that letter ? I dictated it.
8682. Will you point out what portion of that return you refer to as being “ erratic” ? The accumulated ages
of the joining members ; the number of members, wives, and children, who have died in each year, giving (heir
added ages ; the number of members at the present time, and their accumulated ages.
,
8683. Do you think there would be any great difficulty in giving the accumulated ages of tbe joining mem
bers 1 We have not the requisite facilities for doing it.
8684. Are you aware the Commission has power to enforce it 1 Yes, you will find that we have that con
tingency in view.
8685. Where is tho difficulty in giving the accumulated ages of the members at tbo present time ? It is
not so much the difficulty as tlie amount of trouble and bother—unproductive, from our point of view, of
any good—that would be entailed upon the officers in doing it; and added to that, it is questionable whether
we could give any data that would be of service.
8686. You take the ages of men when they join? Yes.
8687. Would it not be easy to take the number of years since they joined and you have it at once ? Certainly,
but as a matter of practice there is nothing to bo gained by doing that.
8688. Thus there would be no difficulty in supplying that—it is only a question of labour'? We have no
official record of the ages; tbc papers arc filed and entered ; and it stands to reason that, unless you keep a
record and utilized that record so that members could see that it would be of some service, it would be folly
of us to do so.
8689. Do I understand you to say that there is no record kept in a book 1 There is no book in which that
record is kept; the initiation paper is filed.
'
8690. So that as a matter of fact you have no book in which you record the joining ages of your members ? No.
.8691. Do you think that is a satisfactory way of conducting business 1 Yes, all things considered I think
■ tlie less amount of clerical labour the better, especially when it will be productive of no benefit.
.
8692. Supposing that a member had been ten years in, and you found lie had entered under a false age by
fraud, how would you proceed to show lie had done so? Well, we do not see it in that light. When a
member joins there is an investigation Committee, and they can judge whether his statement as to age
is coiTect, and as there is so little difference in the ten years from twenty-five to thirty-five it would be
hardly worth a member's while to prevaricate.
8693. Then you state that your books are kept in such a manner as not to enable you to furnish the
information sought for in this return ? Yes.
8694. Aid do you consider that a good state of things ? Yes, as all tlie information you ask for we have
in our possession at tlie joining of a member.
,8695. Supposing* witness has told us your books are so kept that the information can be supplied, what
position does that place you in : Mr. Sheehan has told us that the infomation, except an to the ages of the
■

wives

' r-
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wives and children, can he supplied, it only being a question o£ labour?

Yes, the information no doubt is

R. C. Meacle in the office where these documents are filed, but I said that we kept no book ; what I moan by that is a
2G May, 1882 record in which these things are detailed—at least not to my knowledge.

8696. Do you reckon your Society has been well managed since you have been a member? Remarkably
well.
8697. Has its progress been satisfactory ? Quite.
8698. Have you any knowledge of a Special Auditor’s report, dated 1876 1 I think that was previous to my
joining ; X know nothing about that.
8699. You havo no knowledge of its contents, or what was found fault with? ■ Well, I cannot charge myself
to say I have; I may have seen it,
8700. I will read one paragraph:—“I found the District Bursar’s book wrongly cast up in thirty-five
instances, and in many cases did not agree with the amounts entered in the cash-hook as they should do. I
infer from my examination that tho practice of the Secretary lias been to take for granted the amounts
appearing in the District Bursar’s books without any attempt at checking the additions.” If that is true,
would you consider it a good state of things ? I do not know what time that alludes to.
8701. To 1876 ? That was about the time I joined. I could not be very well conversant with the official
routine of the Society.
8702. But since then you are conversant with the working of the Society ? Yes.
8703. Has any case occurred since that time of misappropriation of any of your funds ? None whatever.
8704. Auy case where a member entitled to benefits has failed to get them ? None that I am aware of.
8705. Have you had any disturbance occur during that time between auy of your members? The only
circumstance that I know of has been of quite recent date. That is, a member died, and at the timo of
his death he was in arrears ; the widow- made a claim on tho Society he would have been entitled to, and
the Society acting on the rules refused the application. Subsequently, however, a member acting on her
behalf made an application to the Council for arbitration ; that was granted, and the result was that they
allowed her a portion of what she would have been entitled to, that is, £20. Her representative expressed
his willingness to abide by that result.
8706. Was the amount paid? Yes.
8707. And she expressed her satisfaction ? Yes.
8708. Are you in favour of disputes being settled by arbitration? Decidedly.
8709. And you would favour the award of the arbitrators being final? Well, from what I have seen of it
in practice I think it would be advisable to make the award final and conclusive. If the matter went any
further I do not think it would he productive of any good.
.
'
8710. Are you in favour of the Government exercising a strict supervision over Societies ? I am totally
opposed to that; I think the less Government interference you have with Friendly Societies the better for
their own independence.
8711. Would you favour a Government-appointed officer making an annual examination of the books of
Societies ? No ; I should be in favour of the present Registrar carrying out to the letter his duties with
reference to the Societies. I believe under the present Act wo have all that is required.
8712. But it makes no provision for an examination of the accounts of the Societies? Well, I do not
believe in that j I do not think it would encourage that spirit of independence which is essentially necessary
for the progress of Friendly Societies.
'
8713. If the appointing of such an officer brought about an improvement and a more careful keeping of
accounts, would it not be beneficial ? I think you would very likely deter many members from taking
office if you placed a lot of difficulties like that in their way.
8714. Do you not think it would be an advantage to the Societies to keep men out of positions who were
not competent to fill them? Speaking from experience, I never came across a Secretary who could not do
all that was required in the matter of accounts.
8715. Are you aware that Mr. Joseph Carroll reports on the keeping of the books of your Society that they
were kept in tho most slovenly and unbusinesslike manner he had ever had the misfortune to examine ?
I do not exactly know- what that refeis to.
8716. It refers to the books ? Well, if that -were taken, it would be of too damaging a character for any
person to rest under ; tbe books ho refers to arc tho District Bursar’s books, and not the amounts received.
8717. But does it not prove that officers undertake the duties who are not competent to perform them?
Well, I regard it this way; if a Society has a competent head it is his duty to see that the officers perform
their duty. I believe they have the ability, and only need proper supervision. That has been my
experience of it, as I have had a great deal to do with the books for the last four years.
8718. In these audits Mr. Can-oil points out something like 140 errors of different kinds? I have nothing
whatever to do with the period he refers to ; my remarks are directed to the period of which I have some
personal knowledge.
8719. You say the condition of the Society now is not that as referred to by Mr. Carroll? Most decidedly
not.
,
8720. That being so, do you think there would be any harm or good arising from a Government audit; if
tbe books wore kept properly could it be injurious to the Society? Of course I would not attempt to say
it would be injurious, but there is a vast difference between that and asking if it would be beneficial to them.
8721. Well, -would it not be beneficial to Benefit Societies ? Weil, in my opinion, that is very proble
matical.
8722. Mr. SladeJ] In answer to the Chairman you said you did not see the use of the information the
Commission asked for ? Yes.
8723. If I tell you that the information is necessary for us to compile a statement of tho ages most fatal in
Friendly Societies, would that alter your opinion ? Hie answer I gave was in reference to the paragraph at
the head of the Return.
8724. Does that paragraph say anything more tlian that tho person to whom tho form was addressed may
bo able to furnish information of value ? I hold we were perfectly justified in giving our opinion.
8725. Do you think you were justified in characterizing the request for information in the somewhat
offensive manner in which it is put there, as “somewhat erratic”? Well, that is the appearance it had to ns,
but it would be well if the Commission took tlie letter as a whole and not portions of it simply. Wo thought
it would take a largo amount of clerical labour and be of very little service ; the concluding portion of tlie
letter
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letter will give our views on the subject:—“ If this information is insisted^ upon
*
'
* ■ the
c* Meacle
Commission might appoint a few clerks to attend, and every assistance will be given them.” There is
A ^ ‘
nothing offensive about it It would be unfair to ask our only paid officer to go through records for five years ^
that he may not have.
_ _
,
8726. Is anything asked for that it is not the custom of Friendly Societies to keep 1 You are asking me a
question on a subject on which there are very few men able to talk with authority.
_
8727. Arc you aware that this sort of information is kept and furnished by all Societies! lam not
aware of it.
_
_
8728. Do you or do you not do so! To the best of my belief we keep no official reliable record.
8729. Have you any means of distinguishing Thomas Brown of forty years of age from Thomas Brown of
twenty-five; what means have you of identifying members of the same name! I do not know of any such
instance.
8730. Do you not keep a record of sickness! Yes.
•
8731. What amount of labour would it be to fill that up ! It has already been given.
8732. The rate of sick pay! That is supplied,
_
_
8733. Do riot you keep a record of the number who join in cacli year! Yes, and it is already supplied. .
8734. Is there any objection to give their accumulated ages! Well, in many cases the members would give
their own ages.
_
8735. With regard to the number of wives and children who have died in each year; what difficulty would
there be in adding to the ago at which they joined tho period that has elapsed since ? That is very well in
theoiy, but I. look at it from a practical point of view ; we do not take the ages of wives and children.
873G. Then the Secretary might have filled that up “Information not available,” would it have been any
trouble ? I think it would, as it would have been giving the information in an incomplete state.
8737. Do you see any difficulty in filling it up the same as the “Wandering Minstrel” Lodge, M.tT., where
no benefits are given to the children 1 Tho answer to this question is already contained in tho letter.
8738. Would it have been any trouble to fill it up in tbe form! I think it is useless to show us that, when
we object to it as useless from our point of view.
. ^
8739. Are you in a position to state all these matters you say have been supplied in your other return are
in it; that is, the average number of members during thelast five years and so on! I believe we have
given the average number of members in each of tlie years ; the number of weeks' sickness in each year I
am not certain about, but the amount of sick pay in each year—and that is pretty well equivalent—has been
sent in.
8740. As similar returns have been issued to all Societies and have been returned by some perfectly and
clearly filled up, can you say that it is impossible for the general run of Secretaries to give us the infor
mation! I do not exactly understand the nature of that question.
_
_
8741. Is tlie particular mode in which your books and accounts are kept so much more difficult and technical
that it makes the labour in your case so much more than in other Societies 1 I cannot say.
8742. Are you aware that many Societies give benefits for wives and children as well as members 1 I would
not say.
_
_
8743. Presuming there are Societies that do so, I suppose you will see the necessity of putting the three
headings there 1 It does not affect our case.
8744. The gentleman who has just left us says your cash balance is £3901 I believe that, exactly.
874-5, And you have nearly 1,000 members? Yes.
8746. Do you believe the amount of 7s. 9-1-d. a member, which that comes to, is sufficient to warrant the
statement tliat your Society is in a highly prosperous and safe state? If I were to answer that question
straight it might have a damaging appearance, so I had better give an explanation. I think our financial
position as a Society of forty years’ experience is equalled by very few Societies at present in the Colony ;
and that our members having tho power to levy upon themselves in case of an extraordinary period of
sickness, is an additional security, added to tbe large amount of money that we have invested in the freehold
property ; that is an additional security to the members that we are able to pay our way.
8747. If other Societies as long established as your own can give a record to the day of every member who
has joined it, do you justify the expression tliat your Society is better managed than theirs? Yes, in view
of the fact that there is no utility in the information, however elaborate it may be.
_
8748. If this Commission deems it one of its duties to compile, for tbe information of Friendly Societies, a
■
table of ages of members and localities that are most fatal to life and most productive of sickness, does that
justify your statement now ? From iny point of view, certainly.
_
8749. Jfr. JVetdand.l Are yon aware that Friendly Societies in Great Britain are compelled to have
valuations of tlieir affairs periodically ? I have no knowledge of the Societies in Great Britain, nor do I
think it is absolutely necessary that I should.
_
_ _
8750. If Friendly Societies in Great Britain are compelled to have these valuations, do you not think it right
that it should be so ? I cannot say.
■
8751. Jfr. Gelding.] You believe in the free and easy government of Friendly Societies—let every one do
as they please? Most decidedly not.
8752. Have you studied the Friendly Societies Act? I liave read it.
8753. You believe it to be thoroughly perfect? 1 believe it would be worked satisfactory to us.
8754. Have you followed its provisions in all integrity ? As near as any one can do.
8755. Who pays the money to your sick members? Our general Bursar.
8756. Have you any Trustees in your Society ? Wc have three.
8757. Are you aware that tho Act makes it a distinct portion of the duties of the Trustees to disburse all
the money ? They do so as a matter of fact; they give authority for it and the Bursar pays it.
8758. Do you not think it would be far better for Societies to carry on their operations without the privilege
of levies? I think if they could be obviated it would bo all the better; as a matter of fact, no levy
has ever been made in our Society, although wo have the power,
8759. I would like to ask your opinion of the sliding scale : do you tliink it just that a young man should
pay tlie same contributions as an old man? Yes, Ido, I think there should be no distinction.
8760. Have you any Widow and Orphan Fund attached to your Society ? Yes, but it is a Widow and
Orphan Fund in name only, as it is combined witli the General Fund,
8761.
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jafcle^-s regai,ds your finances, is not tho apparent prosperity of your Society due more to tho great rise in
' ' value of property than to the actual contributions paid in by your members l No, I have not considered
1882;
increase in value of freehold property as one of our stand-bys in case of need ; and we liave not added
anything on to the value of our property beyond what it has actually cost us.
,
876:2. Have you given any attention to the question of what is a fair average for Societies to hold to ensure
something like solvency 1 No, I cannot say I havo ; I have an opinion.
8763. What is your opinion ? My opinion is that any Society that can show £o a liead over 500 members
is in a solvent state.
8764. Have you read anything in reference to the statistics of Societies in Victoria 7 No.
■
8765. Are you aware that the Government officials there state that nothing less than £10 is an approach
to solvency 1 Well, it is a matter of opinion.
8766. 'You believe that the present system of having a Registrar is sufficient ? I believe the Societies are
supposed to send in certain returns. If they are sent in I think it as much as the Government has a right
to demand.
8767. Has the present Registrar ever complied with the Act in sending returns to Parliament? I am not
alluding to that: I mean as far as the Societies are concerned.
■
8768. Have you ever seen a return furnished to Parliament ? I cannot say I have.
8769. Do you not think the rules should he registered free of cost? I do not think we labour under any
great disadvantage in that; if we want the Government to do anything for us, we should pay them just as
we would pay any private person.
8770. Jfr. #«£>«.] You keep no records of the ages of the members ? I believe there is no official record
kept
'
8771. And therefore none of the wives and children ? I do not think the ages of members’ wives are asked for.
8772. Have you any form of application? Yes.
8773. Is there not on that form a column to be filled up with the name, age. and everything of that sort?
No ; there is the name, age, and occupation of the member, and whether married or single.
8774. But not the ages of the wives and children? I do not think so ; I am not certain.
8775. Mr. Holdsworth.'] I think you said you did not agree with a, Government audit? I said I did not
see that there was any necessity for it.
8776. Arc you aware that in a balance-sheet of yours there is a sum of £1,495 said to be a deficiency ? I
know nothing whatever about it.
8777. This £1,309, is it not included in the price of the Guild Hall ? No, it is a sum of money which was
out on mortgage.
.
8778. Was it not spent in building the Guild Hall ? No, the Hall was built then.
8779. Your accounts are kept all in one ? In one fund.
8780. Do you think that is a wise course ? I have seen no reason to doubt the wisdom of It,
8781. Do you not tliink it would be wiser to show what the profits or losses from special properties were ?
That could be obtained by any person scrutinizing the balance-sheet.
8782. But would it not be better to keep the accounts separate? T do not know—I could not say.
8783. Your Guild Hall, by tlie balance sheet, is estimated at £7,597 14s. 2d. ? Yes.
8784. There is a Savings’ Bank mortgage of £2,000, which leaves £5,597 14s. 2d., which lias been spent
out of your Guild funds ? Yes, I believe that is how tlie money can be accounted for.
8785. By the balance-sheet it appears that the rental was £260 for the half-year, I presume that was
correct? Tliat is £520 a-year.
8786. The expenditure for the half-year was £230, leaving a balance of £30; is that a fair interest on
£5,500, tbe sum spent on the Hall ? .You must remember that the main Hall is let, and that we have a
house and the greater part of the front for our meetings.
8787. Would it not be wiser to keep the items separate ? Yes, it might.
8788. It would be more easily understood by your members ? I think not,
8789. You have spoken of being in a prosperous state, and I presume, if you have not such an amount of
cash balance, you have any amount of funds available at any moment by means of your property ? We
could have an advance at any time upon it, or sell it straight off.
8790. Have you ever given any consideration to the question of graduated payments? I could not
approve of it.
■
■
8791. Are you aware that the sickness of a man of fifty is more than four times that of one of twenty ? I
cannot say that I am, and I scarcely think it is so.
8792. You have the power to levy, and you look upon that as a safeguard in an extreme case ? Yes.
8793. Mr. Smith.'] Are you aware that in 1874 your Society numbered in this city 1,000 members? I am
not aware of that.
8794. Are you aware that at that time they had in cash £6,000 1 No ; and that is a period appertaining to
which I can give no information whatever,
8795. It is not within your knowledge that they had a property in Liverpool-street, valued at £2,000 ? No.
8796. Making a total value of £8,000 1 No.
8797. Is it within your knowledge that they then paid the Secretary £30 ? No, I have no personal know
ledge of the matter.
8798. Do you know that you pay your Secretary now £78 per annum ? Yes.
8799. And that you provide him with a house and lighting free, in addition to that salary ? Yes.
8800. Which is equal to about what per annum ? I should imagine that the quarters and accommodation
he receives is equal to about 7s. 6d. a week.
8801. Do you not think it is worth £120 per annum in all ? Yes, and I think we are paying now what wc
arc justly entitled to do to obtain the services of a man of any ability at all.
8802. Chairman.] Do you know that under the Act the tables of Societies have to be certified to by an
actuary ? Yes; that is, the tables of Societies about to be started, 1 believe.
8803. Were your tables certified to by an actuary? I could not say ; it was before I was born.
8804. AreTyou aware that the Friendly Societies Act makes it imperative that the fluids shall be kept
separate under distinct headings? If the Act makes that special provision, how is it they allow us to make
rules of a contrary nature; in answer to tlie question, I think I have read of tliat before.
8805.
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8805. But your Society is not acting up to that provision ? No, we have acted up to our own rules.
8806. It also states here that the Society shall every live years transmit to the said Begistrar a return of the R.' .0. Meacle.
rate or amount of sickness and mortality experienced by such Society within the preceding five years, in
such form as shall he prepared by the said Begistrar? Our Society has never been furnished with the 26 May, 1882.
returns, and I am not aware that previous officers were acquainted with this section of the Act.
8807. Have you made any application for the returns 1 No.
8808. Ho the Trustees and Treasurer give a bond t Not the Trustees, who are elected by tbe members •
the only person who gives a bond is the Bursar or Treasurer.
8809. The Trustees give no bond ? No.
.
8810. Do they hold the property? They7 do.
8811. You have nothing else to add by way of recommendation? I think the Act answers all tbe pur
poses for 'which it was passed, though it is capable of extension very much.
8812. Do you believe Benefit Societies are a saving to the State'! Undoubtedly ; and that is my reason for
hoping that the State will have nothing whatever to do with our Friendly Societies in this Colony. I do
not believe in State interference at all.
8813. Are you in favour of Benefit Societies being permitted to invest funds subscribed for sick and funeral
benefits in building, places of meeting, without resening a certain amount to meet their just liabilities ?
Decidedly not.
’
'
8814. About what amount do you think they should keep in hand ? That would depend on the intelligence
and energy of those at the head of affairs.
8815. Have you made any calculation as to the rate at which the contingent liabilities of a Society accrue
to tho Society per yrear? No, I have not; but I take the intelligent view that we have an average age
amongst us that justifies us in looking at our position as a good one.
The Commission then adjourned till Monday, 29th May.

MONDAY, 29 MAY, 1882.

Jlrrscni;-JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P., President.
JOHN GELDING, Esq,,
E. GBEFILLE, Esq,, J,R,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
F. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. B. HOLDSWOETH, Esq.,
E. J. HTJBIE, Esq.
Dr. Andrew Houison sworn and examined:
8816. President.] You are a duly qualified medical practitioner? Yes.
*
Dr. A.
8817. Begistered under the New South Wales Board? Yes.
Houison.
8818. I believe you are Secretary to the Board ? I am the Secretary of the New South Wales Medical Board.
8819. Have you held that office Jong ? I think about seven years.
29 May, 1882.
8820. Is it a fact that the medical gentlemen passed a resolution in connection witli the Board having
reference to Friendly Societies ? Most decidedly not in connection with tlie Medical Board
8821. Are you aware of any resolution that has been passed? No, 1 am not. I suppose you are aware
that the Medical Board is merely a Board of Begistration, having nothing to do'with medical men their
ethics, or anything of that kind.
"
’
8822. Are you aware of any resolution having been passed by a number of medical gentlemen, having to
do with Friendly Societies ? I am not, though I have seen something in the paper to that effect
■
8823. Were you present ? I -was not.
8824. You have had large experience attending different Friendly Societies ? I have.
8825. Do you think that the examination of candidates seeking admission, made by the medical men is
sufficiently full and satisfactory to protect the Societies ? Speaking for myself, I can say the examinations
■
have always been of a very stringent nature; generally speaking, I think they are not sufficiently strict.
In some, the majority of Societies, the absence of some form for examination is a very great want.
8826. Of wdiat Society or Societies are you at present the medical officer? There are several, but I would
rather not give the names.
,
8827. But you are tbe officer of several Societies ? Yes.
8828. Do you think the payments made to the medical gentlemen who have to deal with these Societies is
sufficient and on a right basis ? Decidedly not sufficient as a rule, and not on a proper basis.
8829. I presume you have not gone into the question of contributions and the payments made by members
as to whether they are sufficient? No, I have never gone into it practically, but it has struck me that the
payments have not been on a proper basis.
8830. Not sufficient to secure the benefits? No, decidedly not.
8831. Ate you prepared to make any suggestions to the Commission that would be of service in any future
legislation ? I should hardly like to do that—it is more a matter for an actuary. I should hardly like to
commit myself to any statement as to the basis on which Societies should be constituted.
8832. U the performance of your duties as the medical officer of different Societies, have you found any
inconvenience arising in giving effect to your prescriptions and advice amongst members or their families ?
In what way ?
8833. Not due observance 1 Oh yes.
8834. More than amongst ordinary patients? Decidedly so.
8835. Have you found any attempts on the part of members to sham sickness ? Decidedly—only too
common.
J
J
8836. Do you think it is a wise thing for members to be permitted to join several Societies ? I do not.
8837. Are you of opinion that it holds out an inducement for deception and practices of that kind?
Decidedly.
8838. There is nothing that strikes your mind that you would like to give tlie Commission the benefit of in
connection with the Societies? Well, I have hardly given the matter sufficient thought
8839.

s'?
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Dr._ A. _ 8839. Do the medical men, as a rule, give the same amount of attention to members of Societies as they do
ouison,
ordinary private practice 1 I tliink so, from my experience.
29 May 1882.
J118* as much attention and care is paid to them? As to their own private patients.
■
’
8841. And in the dispensing of prescriptions, what has been your observance? Where I can be sure tliat a
thoroughly reliable chemist has been obtainable, and the Societies liave been willing to pay a reasonable price
for medicines, there has been no trouble. I may mention that in the case of several Societies that I have,
the method of providingmedicines is at so much per prescription; that is to say, the same drugs precisely are used
as for the chemists private patients, and the chemist reduces the charge by one-third; and at the end of the
quarter, if reasonable expedition is used in paying it, a further reduction of 24 per cent, is made. By that
means you may be perfectly sure of having a first-class article.
8842. Have you given any attention to the mortality amongst members? Ho, I have not.
8843. Mr. A bigail.'] I would ask if in your knowledge the sick payments are promptly made in the Societies
you represent ? Well, in all cases, except, I tliink, two Societies, which are very lax in their payments
indeed.- In these cases, sometimes people who have been in destitute circumstances have been kept in some
cases nearly a month without any payment at all,
8844. And that must necessarily be a great hardship 1 It has been a very great hardship.
8845. Have you ever known a case in which a sick member really entitled to benefits failed to get them 1
Hot permanently.
.
8846. In the cases you refer to, does tho delay result from a want of funds, or dilatoriness on the part of
the officers ? Decidedly the latter.
8847. You have stated to tlie President that you object to a man belonging to a number of Societies : would
you limit it to one or two ? I tliink two would be in reason. If he belongs to more, it is a great chance
that he will in many cases be constantly on the funds.
8848. It would pay better to be on the Sick Funds than to work? Precisely so.
8849. Is the practice of members procuring weekly certificates general? Ho.
8850. Do you think it beneficial ? I do,
8851. Have you knoivn any case in any of the Societies you have been associated with where the officers
have misappropriated the funds ? Ho, I have not.
8852. Do you think the present arrangement between tlie medical men and Societies is established on a
satisfactory basis, in the mode of their payments and the amount they pay ? Ho, I do not.
8853. You think it would be more beneficial to pay them a lump sum? Well, the sum paid by a great
many Societies now is much too low for efficient work. It cannot be done at the price that I believe some
medical men are now tendering for Societies, and I do not approve of tendering for Societies at all. Some
of them have tendered at as low a rate as 12s. per member per annum, and it is impossible to give efficient
work for that.
8854. You think by a system of that kind the members would naturally suffer ? They do suffer
undoubtedly.
8855. From your experience, do you think the association of men together in Societies is beneficial to them ?
That is rather a difficult question, and one that I can hardly answer. I have not associated sufficiently
with them to know that.
8850. Your visiting them does not give you an opportunity to know ? I should fancy, theoretically, it
would be prejudicial to their interests.
8857. Do you not think it enables them to get benefits they could not get as individuals? Ho doubt of
that, but it removes the principle of self-reliance to a great extent.
8858. Do you think working-men with families, such as wm find, could pay for their medical attendance if
they were isolated? Decidedly not, but the question was as to tlie moral effect on the men.
8859. Yes, moral and social ? Ho doubt socially it is a very great benefit, but morally, I am afraid it is not
what might be desired.
8860. Mr. Grevilie.] Were you ever connected with Friendly Societies in Great Britain? Ho.
8861. Are medical changes frequent in Societies ? I can only speak wuth regard to my own. Tlie Societies
I hold now I have held almost ever since I have been in practice; I do not change at all.
8862. But, from what you hoar i Some of them are constantly changing.
8863. And these changes, do you tliink them prejudicial 1 Decidedly.
8864. And are they caused by the Society, or by the medical men abandoning their position ? I could
hardly say, but I believe from what I have heard from medical men who have held these changing Societies
that they do not pay sufficiently well.
8865. Then it arises from the medical men giving them up 1 On account of inadequate remuneration. I
believe so, but I cannot say positively.
8S66. I want to know whether the various Societies often take the initiative in removing a medical officer ?
Very rarely indeed, I believe.
8867. I presume medical men often take these Societies for the purpose of getting into practice, so that the
remuneration is a matter of indifference to them at the commencement ? That is the fact.
8868. How arc these frequent changes prejudicial? Just in the same way that frequent changes of your
own medical man would be prejudicial to your own liealth. Haturally tlie one who has attended you for years
past will be more competent to deal with the case, and in tbe course of a long experience in a Society yon become
acquainted with the constitutions of the various members,
8869. Then many young practitioners take the Societies for the purpose of getting not only into practice,
but also for the practice itself ? Precisely so.
8870. Do you ever find complaints made by the members of too great strictness on the part of the medical
man in giving certificates ? Ho, I do not.
8871. Is there often collusion between the officers and members to cases of malingering? Oh, decidedly.
8872. And do you think, as a general rule, that the medical officers set their faces strictly against it ? Oil
yes, I believe so..
8873. But has tliat not sometimes the effect of bringing them into collision with tlie Lodges? With regard
to myself, I throw the Lodges on one side and do my duty simply.
8874. I liave heard that medical men are not sufficiently careful, fearing wliat the members may say of them ?
Fortunately that is not my position.
8875.
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88/5. Have you any idea that malingering is carried on to a great extent? It is of course extremely
Dr.
difficult in all cases to detect.
A. Houison.
887 6.^ Then after all the great practice of medical men, the funds are in this way largely misappropriated ?
Yes, in that way they are largely imposed upon—there is no doubt about that.
29 May, 1882.
8877. Do you not think members’ wives ought also to be examined when the husband is admitted, consn
dering that on her death tlie husband can claim on the funds ? Decidedly, in all cases with which I have to
deal I have insisted upon it.
8878. And have you been able to carry your point? Always ; that is, before the wife is registered on the
Funeral Fund.
■
8879. And has that prudent act on your part saved tho Society many calls which otherwise would have been
made ? Decidedly ] cases of consumption have been detected, as well as other diseases in several cases, and
the Society has been protected to that extent.
8880. Do you recommend that it should be a rule in all Societies for the wives to be examined? Decidedly.
8881. And would you recommend it for the children? Well, that is another matter. I would recommend
that the question be put—“Are the children in good health ?” In some of the examination forms, the Odd
fellows especially, there is a question “ How many children have you ; are they in good health ?” If that
were done in all Societies it would certainly be some safeguard. ^
b882. Have you ever heard that the admission of members is performed by some medical men in a perfune
tory manner ? I believe it is.
8883. Is tliere any special fee paid for examination? Only in one Society with which I am connected.
8884-. Do you not think a medical man should be paid a special fee for that special service ? I think so.
8885. Are you supplied by tbe Societies with a series of questions to be asked the candidates? In some
cases only, in others not. The Oddfellows and Foresters do, not the Sons of Temperance.
8880.. Is there the same rigid examination given to candidates that there would be if an insurance policy
was in question? Ho, the examination there is much more searching. Each examination in case of an
insurance policy takes at least si quarter of an hour, generally twenty minutes. Of course tho chief part of
the time is taken in writing answers to questions' which have to bo put to the candidates; and I think, for
the matter of that, some similar examination form is necessary in the case of a Friendly Society. I do not
suppose any of us examine so strictly for a Friendly Society as for an Insurance Society, but if a special fee
were paid it would be another matter.
8887. Do you see any reason why the examination should be more lax in one than in the other? Ho,
except that there is a higher responsibility in the one. The examination, I may say, is a thorough one so
far as physical condition is concerned.
8888. Is it the case that thirty or forty persons have been examined in one night at the opening of a
Lodge? I have never heard of it, and I do not think it is possible to do it. It is possible by giving such an
examination as I should not care to give.
8889. You stated that there is constant malingering on the part of members ; what remedy do you propose?
I am afraid it would be very difficult to remedy it.
8890. jl/j’. lloldtiworth.] You consider it is preferable to pay the chemist for the medicine received, to the
more common system of so much per head ? Decidedly.
8891. Have you ever found it necessary to point that out to patients ? I have pointed it out to the Societies
and to the patients also.
8892. It has been a conviction of yours for some years ? Yes.
8893. Are you aware that chemists as a rule insist upon members of Lodges taking bottles for medicines? Yes.
8894. Do you think that is right? I think so.
8895. Do you not think it would be better for a larger sum to be paid and for the chemist to find the
bottles ? That is a question for the Society to deal with, it is a great saving, the bottles cost 2d. each and
are the most expensive part as a rule.
8896. You say the sick payments are not promptly met at times, and that there is much inconvenience
suffered? Yea
8897. Are you aware whether there has been any infringement of the rules at the time ? No, not to my
knowledge; I believe in a case—I liave a special case in my mind now where the rule is that the money
shall be paid weekly, where the payments have been delayed very much. In a great many cases great com
plaints have been made to me of the dilatoriness of the officers.
8898. Do you know this of your own knowledge or from hearsay ? I hear members complaining.
8899. lou say the medical men do not give that attention they ought to in some cases, on account of the low
prices ? That is hearsay.
8900. You consider the price too low? Decidedly.
8901. What would you consider a fair rate per annum ? From 18s. to £1.
8902. Are not as a rule Societies supplied by tender ? Yes.
8903. Then is it not the medical men who make the low prices ? Decidedly.
8904. You are medical officer for Temperance and other Societies ? Yes.
8905. Have you noticed any difference in the Temperance and other Societies ? I have had more eases of
brain disease in the Temperance Societies with in tho last twelve months than in all the others together Ono
case died a few weeks ago of disease of the brain, and I have two or three others. I believe in these cases
they have been drunkards previously.
8906. Do you think it was total abstinence that caused the brain disease, or the effects of drink prior to
them becoming^ total abstainers ? I have not attended the eases sufficiently long to know, but I believe in
ol',^aS.r,that died’ i<: was the result of Previous drinking. Total abstinence could not cause brain disease.
8907. Ike question was asked whether you knew of cases where forty or fifty persons had been examined in
a single night? Yes.
8908. Have you ever examined members after a Lodge was formed, they having been admitted subject to
being passed by the medical man? No.
8909. You stated that from 18s, to £1 would be a fair remuneration? Yes.
8910. Would that include modicine ? No.
mi. And the medical men generally are more or less dissatisfied with remuneration of Friendly Societies ?
, I believe they are.
.
J
8912. Do you not think a capitation tax would be better than a lump sum? Decidedly.
486—2 I
8913.
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^r‘ Gains'-] Do you not think the dispensers connected with Friendly Societies are as competent
‘ _ ^nia0°* to dispense as chemists 1 Decidedly, but the question is are they supplied with as good medicines from the
29 May, 18S2 " ^^Dsale houses.
■
’
8914. Are you aware thatthere are certain chemists who keepbottles mixed up for Friendly Societies? I amnot.
8915. What do you think is a fair rate to pay a chemist for medicine? I think that the rate of one-tliird
less than the chemist charges ordinary persons. If a quinine mixture is ordered you cannot get it for
nothing, as a drachm of quinine costs the chemist about 2s. 6d., therefore you cannot expect to get it foi
ls. 6d., so that when a sum for each member is paid I am afraid in many cases the quinine is left out
and something else substituted.
'
8916. You are not in favour of Societies combining together to form■ dispensaries of their own? No,
'
decidedly not.
8917. And you are in favour of members attending at the medical gentlemen’s own homes instead of at tho
Society’s Hall ? I am.
1
8918. Do you not think it is quite sufficient for a man to belong to one Society instead of even two ? I do.
8919. You consider they are kept up not to keep men, but simply to give them sufficient money to support
them without going begging ? That is the chief object as I understand it.
8920. You have no doubt that the more money is dealt out the more likely they are to malinger? Yes.
There is one thing with regard to the payments of Societies to medical men, and it is a matter I have
spoken about; there is no fee payable for large accidents; a doctor has to attend any case, a bad compound
fracture of the thigh for instance, and receives no remuneration whatever, when it probably requires a daily
attendance for a period of at least three months; The following is the scale of extra surgical fees allowed
by Poor Law Board in England:—
A H^’is n

1. Treatment of compound fracture of thigh, £5.
2. Treatment of compound fracture or compound dislocation of leg, £5.
3. Amputation of leg, arm, foot, or hand, £5.
4. Operation for strangulated hernia, £5.
5. Treatment of simple fractures, or simple dislocations of thigh or legs, £3.
6. Amputation of finger or toe, £2,
■
7. Treatment of dislocations or fractures of arm, £1,
Allowed for—
5, Fracture of neck or thigh bone, or of malleolus externus.
7. Dislocation of shoulder, elbow, and wrist: fracture of humerus, or ulna and radius.
Not aMowed for—
5. Fracture of tarsus, metatarsus, toes, or patella.
7. Fracture of elbow, carpus, metacarpus, fingers, or thumbs: fracture of clavicle,scapula, and acromion.—
WaUh.

'

8921. I presume you are seldom troubled with that ? Indeed I am troubled with it.
8922. About accouchement cases, do you think they pay sufficiently to ensure that benefit ? I do not tliink
it is sufficient; they should pay more.
8923. And then they would get better attendance? No, I could not say that.
8924. What do you think they should pay ? The lowest fee should he at least two guineas. In one
Society the fee is charged according to the amount of work done. If instrumental labour is necessary a
double fee is charged.
8925. Mr. Neivlaud-. ] Do I understand from you that it is the young members of the profession who
charge the low rate per annum? I only speak firom.hearsay ; I only know such tenders have been sent in.
8926. Have these been from young members? I could not say.
8927. Mr. Slade.] Here is a form of certificate :—

■

Medical Certificate of Health,
And declaration to be signed previous to any person being admitted a member of any Court in this District.
Name?
Ago?
llesidence?
Occupation?
Married or Single?
What is your wife’s age ?
What has been tho state of your wife’s health ?
What has been tbe state of your health the last two years ?
What was the nature of your last illness ?
Have you, or any of your family, been subject to fits ?
, Have you ever had, or are you subject to piles, ruptures, spitting of blood, asthma, gout, or rheumatism ?
Ho you know of any hereditary or constitutional disease to which you may be liable ?
Have you been refused admission into any Society in consequence of ill health or otherwise ?
_
Are you aware of any circumstance which, in justness or fairness you ought to communicate to the Society, either
in regard to your own, or wife's (if any) state of health, which on reference to tho rules of such might raise a question as
to your eligibility ?
Are you aware that if at any time hereafter it should be proved that the answers above given are not correct,
you will expose yourself to the liability of being expelled the Society ?
And I do hereby agree that this Declaration shall be the ground of contract between this Order and myself, and if
any of the averments herein contained are not true, or used auy kind of deception, or withheld anything the knowledge of
which would prevent my admission into the said Order, I shall have deservedly forfeited all moneys paid by me to the
same, and they will he justified in expelling me from the Institution.
(Signed)
_
Medical Certificate,
This is to certify that I have carefully examined Mr.
and am of opinion he is in good, health, and I
consider him a fit and proper person to become a member of Court
and I am of opinion that his age is
Medical Officer,

Yes, we have been using that for the Foresters.
8928. Do you think it is a good form ? I think it is a very good form.
8929. And the certificate at the bottom in which you give your certificate as to age? I do not think that
is much to be relied on; it is a matter merely of opinion what a man’s age is.
8930. Could the 6th question be satisfactorily amended by the insertion of the words “ pleurisy ” and
“ venereal disease ” 1 It would then be more comprehensive.
8931. Do you think diseases arising from venereal causes as a first cause are common? Yes; syphilis is
not mentioned here, and it is the cause of many of the diseases in this country.
8932. Would you be favourable to an Act of Parliament compelling all Societies to have a similar examina
tion to that ? I should like to see it more stringent even than that.
8933. If a medical man is attached to a Society for fourteen, ten, six, or four years, it should bo taken as
a proof that he considers the remuneration sufficient? Decidedly,
8934. And do you think a Society of 200 members, half of whom are single, and quarter country members,
should pay £1 a year; would that be a fair rate? Decidedly, that is without medicines.
8935.

\
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Dr.
8935. Do you think it necessary that an arbitrary form of contract should be made between a Society and
the medical man i Well, I think it would be advisable; I always try to have such a contract. In. one A. Houifion.
Society they wished me to pay visits to Petersham ; I declined, and resigned in consequence. They
29 May, 1832.
re-elected me, and admitted then the distance which was to be 1 mile by land from the city houndary.
8936. At what age would you withdraw a member’s cliildren from attendance? The age at which the sons
can join a Society themselves.
8937. That being as a rule 18, would you tbink it sufficient? Yes; as for the daughters, I could not
say, but I think they should be allowed to remain in for a longer period.
8938. President.] What is the greatest number of members you have had to attend on in connection with
the various Societies of which you are the officer at present ? I have always 600 or 700.
8939. How long have you been medical officer for these Societies ? In the majority of cases, ever since I
have been in practice.
■
8940. What lias been your average attendance on members 1 It has varied extremely; during the epidemic
of measles and scarlatina it was very heavy. At the present time I tliink I pay ten or twelve visits a day
for the Societies.
8941. Do you think it feasible to examine candidates and their wives after dark ? That does not make
much difference; it is not a question of seeing, but of hearing.
8942. But do not medical men, as a rule, prefer daylight for the examination of candidates? I think not,
except in the case of colour-blindness, when that is a matter of the greatest importance.
8943. Would that not consummate itself in total blindness? Ob no ; it may be very difficult to detect. A
slight lesion of the nerve may cause it without affecting the sight in any way.
8944. Are you not aware that many medical men stipulate they must have daylight ? I am not aware of it.
8945. Do you think provision should be made, in any new Act, to prevent giving benefits to members of
Societies who may through their own misconduct bring on sickness or disease ? Decidedly; in some Societies
is is specially guarded against; Court Boyal Oak has the following as Kule 50 :—“ Should any member die
from syphilis or any other loathsome disease, or disease brought on by bis own misconduct, or have concealed
any disorder or bodily infirmity he was afflicted with during his lifetime, such member shall be deemed to
have forfeited all moneys paid by him and all benefits accruing therefrom ; and his widow, nominee,
executor, or administrator shall be entitled to no benefit whatsoever from the said Society.”
8946. You think such a provision should he incorporated in any future legislation ? Decidedly, although I
do not approve of the wording altogether of that
8947. You arc quite strongly of opinion that such provision should be made ? Decidedly.
8948. Is there any special sickness or ailment that you find operates more in Friendly Societies than among
your ordinary private patients ? Well, I think not; I do not keep any special return,
8949. Have you anything further to communicate to the Commission ? There is only one matter ; in
accouchement cases some of the Societies say in their rules “in no case shall the medical officer refuse to
attend.” It seems to me that is rather hard ; in one ease, through a family trouble, I was unable to
attend a confinement, and the man was sent to another medical man by me ; he did not go, and on the
following day when I called to see the patient I was told I was not wanted, the confinement was over.
A complaint was lodged against me that I had refused to attend the case, and the result was that I was fined
no less than £5 5s. In this case I was shown this note at the bottom of the rule “ in no case shall the
medical officer refuse to attend.” I tliink that in any future legislation some more careful oversight should
be exercised in the formation of the rules.
8950. Have you refused to pass many persons? Yes, a great many.
8951. What has been the percentage ?
I could hardly say that, except where there is some special form
such as this of Court Royal Oak’s.
8952. You have refused a good number ? Yes.
8953. Mr. Smith.] You said that a large percentage of the sickness amongst the members of Friendly
Societies you are attending results from syphilis: can there be any mistake about the answer ? Ho, I believe
I am thoroughly within the mark in saying that, although it is probably unknown to the members themselves,
and we hardly dare tell them.
Dr. Thomas Bowei-man Belgrave sworn and examined :—
8954. President.] You are a duly qualified medical practitioner registered in New South Wales? Yes.
Dr. T.B.
8955. I understand you have had much experience as a medical officer ? I have.
Batgravc.
8956. Are you medical officer now to any Friendly Societies? Several.
-A-—^
8957. How many? Eight or nine.
29 May, 1882,
8958. What number of members would there be altogether ? I think not more than 350.
8959. How long have you been connected with these Societies ? During the greater part of the time I have
been here—eight years.
8960. And you have, since you have lived among us, taken an active interest in these Societies? Long
before that. The firm I was connected with in London founded the principle of the Family Friendly Society.
I allude to the late Rev. Theodore Williams and Dr. Holgate.
It is about eighty-five years since they first
established that principle.
8961. Have you frequently with your pen and your voice advocated these Societies? I have on many
occasions.
8962. "What is the average number of visits to the members of these Societies—the average daily attendance
upon members and their families? Probably fifteen visits a day, besides from twenty-five to thirty consulta
tions a day.
8963. What is your opinion with reference to the payments made to the medical men who happen to be the
officers connected with these Societies ? I tbink they are insufficient.
8964. Not sufficient to ensure good medical attendance ? I do not think that, but a man once placed in the
medical profession must live. Medical men have obligations to meet, and therefore they would probably
take these Societies even if the payments were less than they are now; in consequence, however, of the
inadequacy of the payments they are unable, in spite of their goodwill, to do justice to their position.
8965. What do you consider a fair rate per annum to pay a medical man ? Well, the rate varies a good
deal
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deal in different countries. In England I think the payments might be less than here. I tliink the pay
ments here might be £1 per member per year, and either 30s. or £2 2s. for midwifery cases, with additional
29 May 1882 Pa'Jrmen*s for important operations, such as fractures and surgical operations. In all cases there should be
1
* a kind of combination of clubs to provide apparatus aud surgical instruments. The fact is the mechanical
resources of surgery are very extensive now, and there is no single firm in the Colonies which does anything
like justice to it.
Before I came to the Colonies the hospitals were certainly most insufficiently supplied
with surgical instruments, but in consequence of the persistent advocacy of Dr. Cecil Morgan and myself
we have now a large and adequate supply in the Sydney Hospital. I am quite sure that the Friendly Societies
of New South "Wales might derive great advantage from availing themselves of the great improvements that
have been made in surgical instruments.
8966. Do you think that medical men who are medical officers of Friendly Societies devote as much time to
their Society patients as they would to their ordinary private patients 1 It may be thought otherwise, but
my own. opinion is that practically they do. Medical men, in their zeal for a case, lost sight of the question
whether the sufferer was a private patient or a club patient, or a relative or a friend. I am speaking of the
generality of medical men. The impression on their mind is such that fortunately their principal desire is to
see the patient recover.
8967. If they are Society patients, the sooner the better to a certain extent! Yes.
8968. Do you approve of the present system of examining candidates! I think it is insufficient.
8969. Do you think that members’ wives should be examined as well as the members, seeing that they
participate in the benefits! Yes, undoubtedly they should; and indeed the children might also be
examined.
8970. Do you think it would be wise to make provision, independent of the ordinary charges, to pay
medical men for some such examination! I think in England it is done to a certain extent for a very
moderate fee; in no case I have heard of has tire fee exceeded 5s.
8971. Do you think it would afford greater security to the Societies if these examinations were made more
searching! Yes ; on the basis of the life insurance paper.
8972. Have you had occasion to refuse applicants 1 A fair number.
8973. What percentage! I would say I had probably refused to pass about 10 per cent, of the candidates.
8974. Have you found healthy men whose wives necessitated constant medical attendance! Yes, I have
often done so,
8975. Have the prescriptions been made up to your satisfaction ! On the whole they have been made up
to my satisfaction so far as I have been able to ascertain, but not to the satisfaction of many of my patients.
8976. What has been the mortality among the members of your Societies ! Yery moderate indeed.
8977. Has it compared favourably with similar Societies in the old country 1 Yes.
8978. And the sickness 1 There has been a considerable amountof sickness, and especially among the men.
8979. Is there any special class of sickness! I think the sickness among the men has arisen for the most
part from habits of intemperance, which habits seem to have a stronger hold in this Colony than in any
other part of the world I have been in.
8980. Do you think provision should be made to prevent Societies being imposed upon in that way! I am
quite sure it is impossible for the medical officers to guard the Societies against the tendency to intemper
ance on the part of the members. During the past few weeks l believe I have discovered a patient who has
been intemperate for a month or six weeks. I had no legal evidence such as would satisfy a Judge that such
had been the case, but I told the officers of the Club, and I tliink they discovered collateral prool I believe
the matter now is established that he had been drinking ; and I have known similar cases occur several times.
8981. Do you keep statistics of the nature of the cases, <fcc.! No, only the names of the patients and the
days of attending them, but no statistics as to consultations.
8982. Do you believe that the members of the Societies here are, as a rule, healthier than in the old
country i Those who are temperate—yes. I think that among women there is a vast amount more of inde
finite sickness than there is in England, and of a very incurable character and very obstinate indeed. It is
not a sickness that has a name—it is an indefinite kind of constitutional debility.
8983. Are you aware of any cause 1 I think it is the climate.
8984. It does not arise from the habits of the people! I think not.
8985. Do you find a desire among members of Friendly Societies to be placed on the sick list when they are
really not sick! In some few instances I have, but such cases are not very numerous.
8986. Do you favour the practice of one man being at the same time a member of more than one Society!
No; I believe that such a practice is productive of cases of imposition. In England, at least in my neigh
bourhood, such a practice was not possible.
8987. Do you think that the payment of Is. per week per member is sufficient to ensure the rendering
of all the benefits that these Societies promise! I am quite sure it is not.
8988. Have yon anything to suggest to the Commission that would be of service in any future legislation!
I have, but I should be glad of having an opportunity of committing it to paper and handing it to you.
8989. Then will yon do so and furnish it as an appendix to your evidence! Yery good.
8990. Do you favour the practice of dispensing the prescriptions at a dispensary, or having them made up
by a chemist or medical man! I think the Clubs themselves would derive very great benefit by having the
prescriptions dispensed at their own dispensary. Such an institution might also keep a good stock of sur
gical instruments for the use of the medical men and patients.
8991. Do you ^believe it would afford greater security to the members if they had a united or joint
dispensary! Yes.
1
8992. Mr. Sviith.~\ You stated, in reply to a question asked by the President, that the prescriptions were
pade up to your satisfaction, but not to that of your patients ? Yes, the patients have frequently com
plained to me of the prescriptions not being properly dispensed, but I never saw any evidence confirmatory
of those complaints. The only confirmatory evidence has been where the prescription has been taken to a
private chemist and there has been a difference, perhaps of colour in the medicines supplied, but not
necessarily a difference in quality.
8993. Have you yourself discovered any difference, or is it your opinion that the medicines supplied to Lodge
patients, is of the quality that it should be! I think it cannot be, in the nature of things. We cannot rely
so much upon the quality of medicines supplied by a druggist under the contract system as we could upon
the
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the quality of medicines supplied from a dispensary under the control of the Clubs, -whore the element of
profit would not enter so much into the transaction, I should think it not improbable that a druggist who

Dr. T. B.
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had expensive medicines to supply would seek to have those medicines made up in the least expensive way, ^
whereas a Club dispensary would not give the matter of cost so much attention,
8994. Have you in any cases in which you have had to prescribe an expensive medicine such as quinine,
found the prescriptions satisfactorily made up, or do you think that, if you prescribed a 6-07.. bottle of such
a medicine for your patient the prescription would be made up with medicine of the very best quality?
That is a medicine we very frequently prescribe, and I have taken some trouble to ascertain whether that
medicine has been made up, but I have invariably found that the prescription has been satisfactorily
made up.
8995. Have you never found quassia bark substituted? Quassia is substituted, but I have never found an
instance.
8996. You stated just now, in reply to the President, that you had noticed, as the result of your practice and
observation, that the sickness that predominated among the male members of Friendly Societies had resulted
from intemperance ? Yes, either before or during the time they were members. That is a matter which
very much affects the Temperance Societies, who very often have proposed as members men who are now
temperate, but whose constitutions have nevertheless been shattered by their previous habits, and such men
are frequent patients.
■
8997. Then would that statement apply only to the Temperance Societies? Ho, not exclusively so. The
membership of Friendly Societies of all classes is productive of a considerable amount of good, and exercises
a beneficial influence over the moral character and conduct of a man who becomes a member. I notice
that the moment a man becomes a member of a Benefit Society and has something out of his home to think
about and take an interest in, his general character improves. Men who become members of a Society,
whether a Temperance Society or otherwise, usually become more temperate than they were before.
8998. You have had a large experience here as well as in England ? Yes.
8999. Could you give us the benefit of your experience as to the moral influence which these Societies
exercise over their members? I tliink the influence is most excellent. It contributes to a feeling of self
respect, habitual orderly conduct, and both in their family and in their position in society I think they
become very much better men.
■
9000. Of course you have had an opportunity of seeing them in their domestic life? Intimately.
9001. You think that a better state of things results from the fact of the husbands being members of a
Benefit Society? I am quite sure of it. 1 have had occasion to observe that where there are several
brothers, living perhaps in the same neighbourhood, those who were members of Societies led orderly lives,
and both they and their families lived comparatively comfortable, while the others, who were not members
of any Benefit Society, and made no provision for sickness or death in their family, led less orderly
lives and very often became paupers and dependent upon charitable assistance.
9002. Then the operations of Friendly Societies are a relief to the State ? I am confident they are.
9003. Do you think that in these Colonies they should have greater protection at the hands of the State
than tlicy have had? lam sure they should, and such is the opinion of those medical men who have
taken the matter up. The great diminution which has taken place in the number of persons receiving out
door relief in England is, it is believed, due in a great measure to the patronage which the system of
Friendly Societies has received in England. I believe the difference in the members of the relieved of the
chai-acter I have mentioned has been upwards of 200,000 persons.
9004. Do you know of any competition existing among the medical profession here in reference to securing
the practice of Lodges 1 There is competition among us, but it varies very much. The competition itself
would not he any disadvantage to the Societies if the system of tendering were not adopted. At the
present moment the custom is to let the doctors tender, and they therefore tender under one another. I
think if the Societies were to adopt a fixed sum as being what they deemed fair remuneration for the
medical services, they would be able to select a medical man not because he happened to be the cheapest but
upon personal and professional merits.
9005. Is it within your knowledge that the younger members of the profession use these Societies as a means
of gaining a practice? Yes, I believe that that is rather the rule than the exception in this Colony, and
indeed it is in England also.
9006. How would that affect the Societies ? Well, the poor rather like much attention, and they have not
the means of discriminating very much in the matter of the quality of that attention. As a rule, therefore,
I have noticed the working-classes prefer young men just entering upon practice, because they receive more
visits and more personal attention than they would from an old practitioner, although the quality of the
services in the case of the young man may not be quite as good.
9007. Has it ever been brought under your notice that doctors are often called to visit patients when their
visits are not absolutely required ? That is a thing which is every day taking place. It does not rise from
any wrong intent, but from inability to discriminate a real illness from one that is of no consequence.
9008. In your extensive practice here with some eight or nine Lodges, has it come under your notice in any
marked degree that sypliilis is the primary cause of a great deal of the sickness existing among families?
Ho, quite the contrary I have been very much struck by the absence of syphilitic evils; in private
practice, both among men and women, I meet with many more cases than among the working-classes.
9009. Of course you would have gained knowledge of this particular form of disease in the old country ?
Yes, I was assistant to Henry Lee, who was the principal authority in London for many years on that
particular matter.
9010. Would you give the Commission the benefit of your experience, contrasting your knowledge of the
population of these Colonies and of England? I think there is decidedly less syphilis here than there is in
England among the same classes. I have come to that conclusion carefully, bearing in mind the fact that
the Clubs do not permit sufferers of that class to consult the medical officers ; nevertheless, in very many
instances they do consult the medical officers of the Club and voluntarily pay for the medical attendance
they receive. However, bearing all that in mind, lam confident there is very much less syphilis among the
working-classes here than in England.
9011. Mr. Abigail.'] I understand that the fact of men associating in Friendly Societies has a good influence
upon them, morally and socially ? Yes.
9012. Do you consider that Provident Societies in this Colony have been a success or a failure ? A failure.
9013.
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9013. Why a failure ? I have only eight or nine Societies now, but several of my Societies have failed
because they had no funds. Some failed, some have been robbed by the Treasurers, some failed because of much
on m
loflo illness, and some confessed that their rate of subscriptions was not adequate to the demands made upon them,
■f'
* 9014. Have the failures been of recent date 1 Yes.
9015. Would you give the names of the Societies that have failed through want of funds 1 When I say
failed, I mean that they failed to pay the moneys that they promised to pay. One belonged to the Daughters
of Temperance, the Princess Alice Lodge. The Native Pose Lodge, also belonging to the Daughters of
Temperance, is not in a satisfactory financial condition. I will say this under correction, but a Lodge called,
I believe, the Perseverance Lodge, of the Sons of Temperance, are not paying sick money now. Then tho
Hebrew Mutual Benefit Society are giving no sick payments now. There are others called the Loyal Love
of Liberty Lodge, and Court Fortitude, from whom you ought to inquire; but I do not know to what
Order they belong. Then there is another, Court Friendship, Boyal Foresters, with which I am connected,
and which is not in a g6od financial position. I do not wish to convey the impression that these Societies
are absolutely bankrupt, but they find themselves not in a satisfactory condition. There is one comparatively
new Lodge, the North Star Lodge of Oddfellows. They paid me only £3 last time, stating that they had
had sickness and were out of funds.
9016. Mr. Gelding.] They belong to the Independent Order of Oddfellows, do they not 1 I believe so.
9017. Mr. Abigail] Then the failure to pay had been in consequence of the Lodges not having sufficient
funds ? Yes, their funds have not been found to be adequate.
9018. Has an excessive amount of sickness been the cause of this lack of funds in these Societies ? In tho
Princess Alice Lodge they become bankrupt every time they have a death.
9019. Then do I understand that your remark that Provident Societies have been a failure had reference
to those you have mentioned and not to the general body 1
I should be very sorry to be understood as
saying that Provident Societies as a body have been failures; I think quite the contrary; I think they
have been one of the greatest agencies of modern times in alleviating pauperism.
9020. Do you know the names of any persons connected with defaulting Societies 1 I do not know that I
could remember their names, but that information could be obtained from the police. There was a coloured
man who was once Secretary to the Perseverance Lodge who took <£50 of the Lodge funds. He was brought
back by the police. After the police had gone to the expense of bringing him back, the Society, in order to
prevent the matter becoming too public, condoned the offence upon condition that the defaulter entered into
a written agreement to refund the (£50 by monthly payments. The police were very indignant at such an
arrangement, but the man was set at liberty, and very soon afterwards he again decamped. That Lodge, I
was informed the other day, was not now paying sick money.
9021. Do you know of any other case? Yes; I think the Treasurers of the Native Bose Lodge have
twice gone off, though it may be that I am confusing that Lodge with another. However, I know there
were two female Treasurers of two Temperance Women’s Lodges that I was connected with who took money
from the Lodge funds, and that money was never recovered. I know one of the Treasurers was connected
with the Native Rose Lodge, and I think both of them were. There was also a baker named Marshall, in
Lower George-street, who bolted with the moneys of a Lodge that I was connected with.
9022. Do you know what the circumstances were ? No, I do not; but the police I have no doubt could
give all the necessary information in reference to those cases. There was another case with the Treasurer of
the Miller’s Point Lodge of the Independent Order of Oddfellows I think. The Treasurer becoming
bankrupt the money was lost, but whether it was eventually recovered I am unable to say. At all events
tbe Treasurer had in his possession upwards of £40 or £50 of Lodge money, and that I consider most
improper. Mr. Moore, a gentleman well known in England in the medical profession, told me, as the result
of his experience, that the stability of these Societies was very short-lived. We were discussing the
principles upon which Clubs are founded, and their relation to medical men. I said I thought their
relations with medical men very unsatisfactory. Ho said, “ What does it matter? Every one of these
Lodges fails in the course of fifteen or sixteen years. When they become old and young men refuse to join
them, these Lodges fail.” I believe that it is a fact in England that during the decline of life of the
members of those Clubs they find that they have not sufficient stability without a constant accession of
young members, and failing to get that they break up.
9023. Do these remarks apply to Clubs or to Sick Benefit Societies ? I am speaking both of Clubs and
Sick Benefit Societies, but the remarks did not apply to Family Clubs, which did not exist at that time, at
least in those parts of the country where I was at that time.
9024. Then the remark applied to the state of the Clubs, not in tbe Colonies but in England ? My friend’s
remark was applied of course to Clubs in England.
9025. Does that principle apply to large or small Orders ? Chiefly small Orders.
9026. How many times was the Loyal Love of Liberty Lodge unable, to your knowledge, to meet its
engagements? I cannot say, but I notice they always manage to pay their medical man ultimately, even
though they have a difficulty in doing so.
9027. Do you know of any case in which a man has had to part with his little property which he had saved
for a rainy day ? Yes, I know one remarkable case which occurred at Balmain. The man had typhoid
fever, and the Club did not pay him for several weeks. The sufferer, having no other means, was compelled
to sell the little land he had in order to keep the household. After four or five weeks I believe the money
was forthcoming,
.
9028. What is the name of that Club ? I do not know. The name of the man I know, and I could sub
sequently furnish you with the name of the Club.
9029. Is that the only case ? No, that is rather a common thing than otherwise, especially with some
Clubs.
The larger and well organized clubs pay more readily, but great difficulty arises from the patients
or their friends being unable to find the Treasurer. In tbe first place, they can only attend to this
business in the evenings. Where there is a large Society they can have a kind of office where the members
can go to transact their business, but in small Societies there is often great difficulty in getting the money.
9030. In those cases it would only be a question of convenience ? Exactly.
9031. Was it through want of funds in the Club that this man had to sacrifice his little property ? It may
have been negligence on the part of the officers in not paying the money promptly, or it may have been'
from fear of going into a house where there was typhoid fever.
9032.
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9032. I understand you to say tliat there are a great many loafers on Friendly Societies 1 No, not a great Dr. T. B.
many, hut several.
Belgrave.
9033. How do they act? 'Well, if they belong to two or three Societies at the same time, they draw more 2gMa7i882.
money during the time they are sick than they would when at work. We cannot always discover this class
y’
of eases, even when there is no external evidence of physical disease. A mamnay complain of pain. Well,
pain cannot be seen, and as we are not always able to discover whether any cause for the pain exists -we are
often at their mercy.
.
9034. Do you know that the Friendly Societies Act limits the benefit receivable by men to £2 per week!
I was not aware of that, but even if that law were carried out it would not prevent men getting money
from Trade Societies.
9035. Do you not know that most of the Trade Societies allow no sick benefits, except in cases of
accident ? I did not know that.
9036. Do you know of any cases where these Societies are made use of by rich men to get the benefits
intended only for the poor ? Not a few. In many cases when these men became members of Friendly
Societies they were not in very good circumstances, but ultimately they became rich. 1 think the so-called
E-eligious Lodges, such as the Catholic Guild and the Protestant Alliance, have many members who join
those Lodges apparently with the view of promoting them religion, but really for the purpose of receiving
benefits intended for poorer people.
Mr. Theodore Williams and Dr. Holgate laid it down, in their
first attempt to found these Societies, that any person receiving more than £3 a week should not receive
medical attendance. There is a kind of compact on the part of the medical profession to assist the workingclasses, but we maintain that the rich people are not entitled to these benefits.
9037. Is it not a mere matter of business with the medical profession ? This is a concession, and not a pure
matter of business.
9038. If a man joins a Friendly Society and pays all the dues, and if he happens to be a successful business
man, is it understood that he should not receive the medical benefits for which he has paid and still pays ?
Medical attendance ought to be entirely separate from the provident portion of the objects of a Friendly
Society.
■
9039. Ought to be, but is it ? It is not; and it is an abuse that a man of large means should take advan
tage of social arrangements which are only intended for the poor.
9040. You say that if a man improves in his circumstances he should give up his position in the Benefit
Societies? No. In the No. 1 Dayspring Lodges there are two divisions, in one of which the members
subscribe to the fund which secures them medical attendance ; and in the other, those who are sufficiently
well off to pay for medical attendance do not subscribe to the Medical Fund.
9041. Is it not a fact that in the Dayspring any man can obtain the medical benefits upon payment of a
small registration fee ? He could, but it would be an abuse of the privilege for a man in good circumstances
to do that. It is considered a matter of honor, certainly in that Society, that if a man is in good circum
stances he should not belong to the Medical Fund.
9042. Has your intercourse with the working-classes led you to infer that there exists any widespread
distrust as to the financial stability of existing Friendly Societies? I am sorry to say there is. They regard
a Society in this light, that when it becomes old and is not largely recruited by the introduction of young
members, it will not be able to stand the calls upon its funds, and must either continue to exist in a bank
rupt condition or break up.
9043. Are you of opinion that, if these were by force of law placed on an actuarially sound basis, that
membership would become more general among the working-classes ? Yes.
9044. Do you think whatever popular distrust exists may in any degree be traced to circumstances other than
those connected with the existing actuarial arrangements of Friendly Societies ? No, I think not.
9045. Would you support an actuarial investigation by a Government officer ? Certainly.
9046. Do you know whether the funds of Clubs have been employed for purposes of amusements, such as
diunei-s, suppers, or picnics ? I am unable to answer that question. I think that amusements of that kind
take place frequently, but that provision is made for them outside the ordinary funds. On the other hand,
I have heard that the profit derived from some of these amusements or picnics have gone to augment the
Sick Fund.
9047. So that if these demonstrations ore held, the cost of them is not defrayed from the funds of the
Society? No.
9048. Do you think, notwithstanding all defects and disadvantages, that Club membership has saved many a
life and preserved from dispersion and absolute ruin many families ? I am confident it has.
9049. Have you found airy exceptional advantage arising from membership in a Friendly Society by -widows
or the elder sons of fatherless families 1 Clubs, although they legally are not in any way connected with
the widows of members, often look after them and give them a helping hand.
9050. Do you think that such membership has been a great pecuniary advantage to the State ? I am con
fident it has. In England I know that such has been the case to a very considerable extent; and in this
country, I am sure it lias saved the country ninny thousands of pounds.
9051. Have you any knowledge of any other hindrances than those yon have mentioned to the prosperity of
Friendly Societies ? Yes ; I think it is a great drawback, that so many of them meet in public-houses. The
wives of many working men persuade their husbands not to join, because of the inducements to drink which
they would have to encounter.
9052. Have you noticed any particular consequences in connection with the preliminary medical certificates ?
Yes j I have found that not one of the Friendly Societies I have been connected with here has supplied me
with a properly designed certificate. In England that is not the case.
9053. What consequences have you observed to follow the practice of associating medical attendance with
the other Lodge benefits ? I have observed that the rich people have derived great service from the medical
attendance intended only for the poor, and that there has been a feeling of dissatisfaction on the part of
medical men.
9054. Here is the form of medical certificate, and form of member's declaration, in the Court Pride of
Australia, A.O.F.
'
Name ?
Age ?
Residence ?
Occupation ?
Mamed or single ?
What is your wife’s age ?
What has beeu the state of your wife’s health ?
What has beeu the state of your health tho last two years ?
What was the nature of your last illness ?

Have
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Have yon, or any of your family, been subject to fits?
Have you ever had, or arc you subject to piles, ruptures, spitting of blood, asthma, gout, or rheumatism ?
Do you know of any hereditary or constitutional disease to which you may be liable ?
Have you been refused admission into any Society in consequence of ill health or otherwise ?
Are you aware of any circumstance which, in justness or fairness, you ought to communicate to the Society, either
m regard to your own or wife’s {if any) state of health, which on reference to tbe rules of such might raise a
question as to your eligibility ?
Arc you aware that if at any time hereafter it should be proved that the answers above given are not correct you will
expose yourself to the liability of being expelled the Society ?
And I do hereby agree that this Declaration shall be tbe ground of contract between this Order and myself ; and if
any of the averments herein contained are not true or used any kind of deception, or withheld anything, the
knowledge of which would prevent my admission into the said Order, I shall have deservedly forfeited all moneys
paid by mo to the same, and they will be justified in expelling me from tho institution.
'
Would you say that such a certificate as tliat would answer the purpose for which it is intended 1 Yes, I

■ think this is very good.
9055. Would you suggest any addition to that ? I think it would he desirable to ascertain a little more
about the state of the lungs.
905G. Do you think it would be necessary to make any addition in reference to syphilis ? It would be just
as well to have it inserted.
9057. Do you think the rivalry of Lodges lias promoted provident principles in Kew South Wales'! It has
among the people, although it has had the effect of diminishing the inducements they can legitimately offer.
9058. How do you think the funds of Societies could be effectually protected from fraud ? No Treasurer
should be permitted to keep more than £5 in his possession at one time. There should be a Bank
in large cities—a kind of Industrial.Bank, and this Bank should be open in the evening for the transaction
of business, and people should be able to write cheques for less than d?-l. Many of the inconveniences I have
referred to would thus be obviated.
9059. Do you think sick members really entitled to benefits occasionally fail to get them ? Yes, I think so.
9060. In the Societies you represent, is it the custom to have weekly medical certificates? Not all of them,
but I would recommend it. I have known several cases where that rule does not obtain.
9061. Have you noticed any serious results from no provision being made for extra payments, for fractures,
dislocations, and important surgical operations 1 No payment whatever is made for these special operations,
and many of these cases ultimately find their way into the hospitals.
9062. In your opinion—as a man of the world and a practitioner in medicine, have you noticed any
connection between existing social demoralisation and pauperism, and neglect to make provision by insurance
against accident, sickness, aud deatli ? I havonoticed that people w7ho are members of Friendly Societies usually
make an effort to keep their family intact and to live properly, whereas those who have not these associa
tions are much more careless.
9063. Have you observed this exclusively among the working-classes, or do your observations apply also to
the more and most affluent classes ? Well, in Ireland, where I resided for some time, the people have no
Clubs, and consequently they are, in times of distress, completely dependent upon the State. The State in
the British Empire is, I believe, freed from claims upon it to a very great extent by the prevalence of this
system of Family Clubs ; it teaches the people self-reliance and to depend upon themselves for assistance.
9064. Have you noticed many attempts to withhold sick benefits justly due on frivolous pretexts ? I think
so, in Societies where the funds were low.
9065. Have you studied the Friendly Societies Act? I have never seen it, and was not aware until this
Commission was appointed that there was such an Act.
9066. Would you favour complete Government supervision over Friendly Societies? Certainly, even
more complete than that which obtains in England.
9067. Mr. GreviUe.] Having had large experience of the working of these Societies both in England and
New South Wales, do you consider that the management here is good? I think it is quite as good as in
England.
9068. Do you consider syphilis any more prevalent among the labouring-classes in the Colonies than in
England ? I do not think so.
9069. Does that apply to the wealthier classes also? I think it does.
9070. Then you mean that syphilis does not prevail so much in the Colonies as in England ? I believe it
does not, but I do not think my observations would apply to Melbourne, if what I am informed about that
city is correct. Early marriages are so much more the rule here, and medical men attribute the difference
largely to that circumstance.
■
9071.. Do you find in your experience that a large proportion of the diseases you are called upon to deal with
arise in anyway from syphilis, constitutional or otherwise? No, on the contrary, it is quite rare.
9072. You find that diseases arise very largely from intemperance? Yes.
9073. Then in your opinion syphilis is not the foundation of any very large number of cases ? I am quite
sure that it is not.
*
9074. Have you heard that in some Lodges the medical examination of candidates is performed in a per
functory manner? Well, there-was a discussion about that matter at tho New South Wales Branch of the
British Medical Association, when it was stated that examinations of that kind were made. A report to
that effect was brought up, but the Society would not agree to it, and the report was sent back to the Com
mittee. They drew up another report, but I believe that they came to the conclusion that the examinations
were unsatisfactory and insufficient. The complaint is that a sufficient number of questions are not sup
plied to the medical men to submit to the candidates, but the candidates do not as a rule like what they
consider an unnecessarily strict investigation, and desire that some kind of authority should be shown for
putting these questions to them.
9075. Do you think it proper that in each instance this examination should be of a strict character?
Perhaps not rigidly strict, but certainly stricter than they are.
9076. And that the medical men should receive a special fee for each case ? Yes,
9077. Have you known any instance in which a Society itself has given its medical man to understand that
he need not be strict in his examination of applicants for admission ? I have, but not in these Colonies.
9078. Mr. Holdsworth.] Do you look upon Friendly Societies as Charitable Institutions or Insurance
Societies ? As Insurance Societies.
9079. Are not Friendly Societies based upon certain principles of calculation ? They ought to be.

9080,
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9080. Then if an individual becomes a member of a Friendly Society and pays a certain subscription for a Dr. T. B.
number of years for tbe purpose of receiving certain benefits in certain cases, is he not entitled to receive Belgrave.
those benefits 1 Certainly,
29 May, 1882.
9081. Then what becomes of the statement that if a member of a Friendly Society should happen to improve
in circumstances and become a little richer, lie should not avail himself of the benefits to which he is
entitled by payment of his subscriptions. The two matters are distinct. Medical attendance is entirely
different from the other benefits promised by Friendly Societies—in fact I do not look upon that as insurance
at all, The Sick Fund I look upon as insurance, but you will see that that is entirely different from
medical attendance, which is supposed to be secured in this way only for the benefit of the poorer
classes wdio could 'not command medical attention in time of need, if it were not for some such system as
this. I think the system will never be on a proper footing until the two matters are separated and properly
defined. At the present time, one of the Temperance Lodges actually maintains a separate policy of insur
ance as distinct from the medical attendance.
9082. Are you aware that in the calculations under -which contributions are levied upon members, a certain
sum is put away for the purpose of securing medical benefits for the members, and the residue is allotted to
the funds for sick pay and funeral expenses 1 I am aware that there is an arrangement of that kind, but
I do not think it sufficiently well devised.
9083. That is another affair altogether. You spoke just now of the Dayspring laving two separate funds.
I am a member of tho Day spring. Are you aware tliat any member may register for the doctor and
entitle himself to medical attendance hy the extra payment of Is. per quarter ? Yes.
9084. Are you aware that if a member does not enter himself on the medical register the doctorloses the
Is. per quarter and the Lodge Fund gets the benefit of it 1 Then I pity the fund,
9085. Are you aware that there are a number of members who do not register 1' I think so.
9086. In the cases where members do not register I presume they go to a medical man as private patients,
because they thereby ensure better attention 1 I do not know about that, but I believe that many of them
do that from motives of honor. They decline to take advantage of an institution made to secure medical
benefits only for the poorer classes who could not afford to procure them otherwise.
9087. Do you tliink there is any honor in a man not taking the benefits which ho has secured for him
self by years of payment of certain subscription to an avowedly Benefit Society 1 It is frequently done,
however, by members of Lodges in this country, and I believe from just the motive of honor that I have
indicated. I have been a member of Lodges at various times and entitled to receive payments, but I have
not felt that I would not be justified in asking for them.
9088. Then, do you think that if you had received those benefits you would have been guilty of a breach of
honor 1 I did not need the benefits, and therefore I did not avail myself of them. If I had been in
unfortunate circumstances I would have readily availed myself of the assistance to which my membership
entitled me.
9089. Then you look upon a Friendly Society as a charitable institution 1 No, quite the reverse. I recog
nize just the. difference between honor and the assertion of an individual right in connection with these
Societies. There are many things to which one is entitled to as a mere matter of absolute right, but to
which a man will, from a feeling of honor, not assert his right.
9090. You have referred to (he Princess Alice Lodge of the Daughters of Temperance : arc you the medical
officer of that Lodge ? No.
9091. Do they owe you anything'! No.
9092. Are you aware as a fact tliat sick money is not being paid by that Lodge! I know one poor woman
who had great trouble two or three times to get the money she was entitled to.
9093. Did she not get it in the end 1 Very likely.
.
9094. The Princess Alice is a very small Division ? Yes.
9095. Do you think they should be allowed to form these small Divisions 1 No. I know one Lodge which
has only five members.
.
’
9096. The Princess Alice Lodge has always been in difficulties when any of its members die ? Yes.
9097. Then if provision was made for those particular cases, the Princess Alice Lodge would be in a good
position 1 Probably they would!
■
9098. You say the Treasurer of the Native Nose Lodge absconded with the money7, and you mentioned the
Perseverance Lodge also. Do you know these things of your own knowledge 1 Yes.
9099. You mentioned as one of the difficulties connected with the working of small bodies that the members
did not know where to find tho Treasurer, as the Society would not have an office! Yes.
9100. Do you know anything about the actual working of Benefit Societies! I know that the Treasurer
has to pay tho money to the sick members entitled to receive it; but first of all the Secretary has to take
. cognizance of the application for payment from the funds, then a visitor is sent to inquire into the cireumstances, and if the visitor’s report confirms the application, an order is given to the patient’s friends for the
sick money, and the patient’s friends then have to find the Treasurer.
9101. Are you aware that special provision is made for the money to he taken to the sick member! No.
9102. You spoke about certificates of examinations. You have had great experience I think in connection
with tliese Societies! Yes, I have had great experience in New South Wales, and long experience in
England.
9103. Would it not be well if the medical man supplied the Society with just such a set of questions as he
^ thought should be asked each candidate for admission ! I think that the form which was just shown me
would supply all that is required. In this city we have a great number of persons suffering from affections of
the lungs, and if questions relating to those complaints were included in (hat form I think it would suit
admirably.
9104. Mr. Itubie.l I understand then that one of the difficulties among the medical profession is the fact
that for a low scale of fees they often have to attend wealthy people who happen to be members of a
Friendly Society ? Tho members of the medical profession do not like it.
9105. Do you think it would be judicious if the heads of the diffei'ent Lodges could meet those members
of the medical profession who are interested, and see if they could not adopt some mode of regulating the
payments to doctors upon some more satisfactory scale 1 I tliink that would be an excellent plan.
.9106. Do you think from your experience of your medical brethren that there would be any difficulty in
486—2 K
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getting them to adopt such a plan ? I think it might be done with great advantage through the medium of
the New South Wales Branch of the British Medical Association, T know tho parent Society in England
9MayTl882. has studied the question.
9107. Has the Medical Branch here given consideration to that question! Yes.
9108. Would they object to supply this Coitfinission with the result of their experiences! No, on tho
contrary, I believe they would he very willing.
9109. Mr, GeJding,~\ Do you attach much importances to examinations? It is a guide to the Society, and
the candidates see that it means something.
9110. If they wanted to get into a Society, could they not answer questions to suit themselves? A paper
such as that which has been shown me would stop tliat. The applicants would have to strip, and the
raodical officer would have to examine them veiy carefully.
9111. I presume a great quantity of poor people in the city and elsewhere would have to depend upon tho
Government for medical assistance if they were not members of Friendly Societies? Yes, a very largo
number.
9112. By joining Friendly Societies they secure medical attention from private medical practitioners? Yes.
9113. Then although the medical profession only get a small amount per head from the Friendly Societies,
it is virtually money in the medical men's pockets ? It is undoubtedly.
9114. Is it not a fact that most of the medical men nowin independent positions made a start with the aid
of Friendly Societies ? I think not, but rather the contrary. A medical man requiring means has to have
recourse to these Societies, but the tendency is actually to the disadvantage of the medical man, both per
sonally and professionally. If he is not able to ascend tho ladder of success except by the aid of Friendly
Societies, he will not do it that way.
9115. What do you think is a fair average for medicines? I should say that 12s. would be about the
lowest, though I disapprove of the plan entirely in largo cities. I think it would be much more advan
tageous for the Societies to have their own dispensary.
9116. Something like the Manchester Unity ? Exactly.
9117. Do you think that such a dispensary would be sure to get good medicines, or that the wholesale
dealers would give inferior medicines? Quite the contrary ; 1 believe that a dispensary, if the management
is equal to the business, has quite as good opportunities as any other establishment of getting good medi
cines.
There should bo a combination of Societies, and the members would be more certain of obtaining
good medicines from such a dispensary.
9118. Do you believe in a man belonging to more than one Society at the same time ? Certainlynot.
9119. Under such circumstances, might not the money doled out to a member in the shape of sick pay
be sufficient to keep him in a better position than if he were at work ? Yes.
9120. And a temptation to malingering would thereby be offered? Yes.
9121. JITr. Newlimd.} Yon referred to the Loyal Love of Liberty Lodge as one of the unsuccessful Societies
did you not? Yes.
9122. Do they owe you anything? No, I did not accuse tliat Lodge of anything of the kind.
9123. You stated that that Lodge had failed to pay its sick members? No, I spoke of the Perseverance
Lodge.
9124. You mentioned it as one of the Lodges that had failed to fulfil their engagements ? I mentioned it as
one of the Societies that 1 thought inquiries should be made about.
9125. What made you leave that Society ? I cannot say exactly now.
9126. Did you desire at any subsequent period to become its medical officer ? Not to my knowledge.
9127. Did you not forward to that Lodge an application for the appointment, and stating that when you wTere
previously the medical officer of the Lodge you were conducting Dr. Fortescue’s practice, and consequently
you had not been able to give that attention to the Lodge patients that you would be able to give if you were
again appointed 1 I was not aware that I had applied at all, and I certainly cannot remember what I stated
on the occasion.
9128. Have you tendered lately to become the medical officer of any of the Lodges ? Yes, twice during Die
last two years *
9129. Did you tender for the Travellers Home Lodge ? Yes.
9130. Do you remember the fee you tendered for ? 16s.
9131. Was it not 10s ? No, it could not have been. 1 rather think it was £1.
9132. I understand you to say that the examination of candidates need not be very strict, but it should be
comprehensive? I mean that the examination should not be too strict, because if, for instance, the paper
of an Insurance Society ivere adopted whereby to test candidates for admission to Friendly Societies a veiy
large number would not stand the investigation. You must bo much less strict with your candidates for
admission to Friendly Societies, especially with working men, many of whom are engaged in industries in
which they have their ribs broken or their figures distorted.
9133. Do you not tliink that the stake of the poor men in the Friendly Societies is as great as that of the
wealthier men in the Insurance Societies, and just as necessary to protect ? Yes, relatively, but if this
absolute strictness were insisted upon, the Societies themselves would suffer, for they would be very much
reduced in numbers in consequence of so many candidates being refused.
9134. Aj’e there certain occupations, the followers of which should not be admitted as members of Friendly
Societies ? There are probably some. 1 think this is a veiy important matter. My own opinion is that
the payments should be graduated. Stone-masons and drapers should pay a rate diffei'ent from that paid,
say, by butchers. Drapers are, in consequence of the floss flying about tho shops, liable to certain
diseases, such as consumption, and stone-masons also are liable to stone-mason’s consumption.
9135. Firemen engaged on board steamers are not a very desirable class of members in point of health?
I think that as a rule they would not be profitable members,
9136. I understood you to say that a large number of the members of Friendly Societies arc men who have
previously had their constitutions shattered by drink. Does not that statement cast a reflection upon
the character of the examination conducted by the medical officers when those men have been candidates for
admission? No, it would require very careful examination to discover the real nature of tho candidates’
constitutions, and besides, Dicso Societies exist for them as well as for healthy men.
9137. Mr. tSfaeA] Have you any idea of the police regulations in reference to sickness? Not in this
Colony.
9138.
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9138. Do you know the proportion of their pay that they receive when they are sick 1 Two-thirds.
"rj "•
9139. Then if a man belongs to the Police Force and to the Friendly Societies, and receives from the former ^ grave.^
two-thirds of his salary and a guinea a week from the latter, would he not be likely to be under the 09 jyfay, 1882.
temptation of becoming a malingerer 1 Yes, undoubtedly.
9140. Would it be etiquette for you, as the medical officer of a Benefit Society, to override the certificate of
the police surgeon? Ifo, hut it would be my duty to state what I knew.
9141. Would you endorse his certificate without examination ? Yo ; but it would be wrong to place two
medical men in that position. Each should state the result of his independent examination ; and the dis
agreeable duty of determining upon what course to pursue should devolve upon the police authorities or the
Benefit Society, as the case might be.
'
9142. In the event of tlie two certificates clashing ? Yes.
_
9143. Do you not think that as a police constable’s pay would, under the circumstances I have mentioned,
he larger when sick than well, they are not a desirable class to have as members of Friendly Societies l I
think there should be a limitation.
9144. Do you know that most of the Societies in England have special objections to constables belonging to
them as members ? I was not aware of it; but there is a law in the Police Sendee in England that con
stables should not be members of Friendly Societies.
9145. Regarding the term for which medical men are elected as officers of tliese Societies, would it not be
better that, instead of being elected for a fixed time, they should continue to hold office as long as the
Societies they were connected with were satisfied with them 1 Yes.
9146. What is your opinion of the practice of chemists refusing to make up tbe same prescription a second
time unless it has been endorsed by the medical man ? I think such a practice is necessary, otherwise many
patients would he killed.
9147. If in some Societies they permit a chemist to do that, you believe such a practice is fraught with
danger-1 Yes.
9148. You say that medical men lose in status by becoming officers of Friendly Societies? Yes; that is
undoubtedly the case.
9149. Have not many of the most eminent medical men we have in Hew South Wales founded their
position by their connection with Friendly Societies 1 They founded their positions in spite of it.
9150. Then am I to understand that the medical profession only use the Friendly Societies so far as they
suit their convenience? No, some do it as a matter of duty as approving of the principle; others; yourrg
men, do it as a beginning, and all of us are more or less influenced by the desire to keep our hand in, and
they retain their connection with these Societies, not for1 the sake of the gain, but for the sake of the work.
9151. Mr. Abigail.') From your examination to-day, do you tlrink that this Commission has any desire to
shirk any portion of the duty of inquiring into the working of Friendly Societies ? From niy examination
to-day I think quite tire contrary, and I believe the Commission has every desire to elicit all the information
they can in order to have the Act made more perfect,
9152. President.) Do I understand that you approve of this provision in regard to the form of medical
examination as sot forth in the rules of the Order of Foresters which you have just seen? Yes.
9153. Do you think tho form should include chest measurement, height and weight ? I think chest measure
ment might be included, and there is no objection to have tire other.
9154. Do I understand that the examinations in tire past have not been as fully searching as they should
be ? Exactly, in the interests of science as well as of the Societies.
9155. You think that members’wives who participate in the benefits of a Society should be examined? Yes.
9156. You favour a graduated scale of payments for the admission of members ? Yes.
9157. And agraduated scale of benefits according to the occupations of members? Yes.
9158. You believe that in order to ensure a Society being on a sound financial basis it is necessary to have
sound principles embodied in its rules ? Yes.
9159. You promise to furnish tire Commission with a statement containing suggestions for improvements?
Yes ; I also wish particularly to state that 1 wish tliat too much importance should not be attached to the
references I made to certain Lodges. As far as the Loyal Love of Liberty Lodge and the Perseverance Lodge
are concerned every inquiry should be made. Court Fortitude is another.
Tire Commission then adjourned till Friday, 2nd June.

FRIDAY, 2 JUNE, 1882.
JOHN DAVIES, Esq.,

M.P.,

President.

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
F. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
E. GBEVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
P. E. HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
E. J. RUBIE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Dr. Thomas James Pickbnrn sworn and examined :—
9160. PresideM.) You are a duly qualified medical practitioner? Yes.
9161. Registered by tbe New South Wales Board? Yes.
9162. You arc the medical officer of several Friendly Societies? Yes, I am still the officer of some.
2
9163. Of several ? No ; I was of a great many, but I have only two now.
9164. ou have had a large experience in connection with these Societies? Yes, ever since I have been in
Sydney.
_
9165. Wliat is tlie largest number of members you have had under your care? The largest number was
when I was connected with the Oddfellows, when I first cauie to Sydney. Then I had a large number
of mixed Societies.
9166. Have you any idea of tbe gross number? I dare say I must have had from 1,500 to 2,000.
9167. What would be the average daily visits you would have to pay for a number like that ? It would
depend
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depend upon the season; during the time of an epidemic, from sixty to seventy visits a day, hut usually
Pickbum. about twenty.
3'June 1883
Would that include consultations at your house 1 No, I might put down the same number for con
’
' sultations.
.
9169. 1 presume you always made a careful examination of candidates! Yes, 1 made it a rule to reject a
man unless he was a very good Hfo indeed.
9170. Were there many cases came under your notice ? Yes; certain trades fused to object to, such as
plumbers, painters, and publicans.
9171. You regard these occupations as dangerous to health 1 Certainly.
9172. And therefore to the Societies 1 Yes.
.
9173. What has been the general mortality of the members of the various Societies under your care as com
pared with a similar number at Home? I think the mortality is very light indeed, but 1 have no experience
of Societies at Home.
9174. Would it bear favourable comparison with the mortality of private patients? Yes,
9175. Have you preserved any statistics as to your visits in dealing with Societies? No; of course I have
my daily journal or case-book, but that is all
9176. Do you think the questions prescribed by the rules of the various Societies that the medical man has
to put to candidates before they are admitted are sufficient? No, I think the majority of Iriendly Societies
have no form at all to guide the medical officer in his examination of the patients. As a rule it is looked
upon as rather a matter of form, Societies themselves being anxious, not to got healthy lives, but increased
members and increased initiation money.
9177. Do you think that feeling exists? To a very large extent. I have on several occasions been poohpoohed for rejecting persons.
9178. Do you think it is necessary, seeing that the wives of members are participants in tbe benefits given
that they also should undergo an examination? That is a very difficult thing to say, because if there is to be
an examination it should be a perfect examination, and to tins a large number of wives would object. No
doubt it should be tbe case.
9179. .You know there is a donation in case of the death of a wife ? Yes.
9180. And in case of the death of a member? Yes.
■
9181. Seeing that in case of tbe death of a wife the husband would receive a funeral gift, would it not be
necessary that the wife should have a certificate of health ? There should be one, but there is so much
difficulty in the way. The examination should certainly include the womb, which might be extensively
diseased, but there would be very great objection to that, and it is not every woman who would allow it.
9182. But, where a Society provides medical attendance and chemistry to the whole of the children as well
as tho wife of a member, they participate in its advantages ? Yes.
9183. Do you not think it is therefore necessary that they should undergo a medical examination ? Well,
there is an inquiry made of the candidate as to her health.
9184. Have you found a larger proportion of bad lives amongst members’ wives than amongst the members?
No, I do not think so, but a woman may have considerable disease of the kidneys or uterus, and we
know nothing about it, without careful examination and tests,
■
9185. Do you strip candidates and measure the chest? I strip them, but do not measure the chest.
9186. You do not take the weight or height or chest measurements? No, it would take too much time.
9187. But do you not think, in order to have a full and searching examination, some provision of tliat kind
should be made, and that the medical officer should be paid for the examination ?
Yes, I think so.
9188. Do you think it would be a means of serving tbe Society if a more searching examination was
made ? Yes, I should think it, would, but at present it is looked upon as too much a, matter of form. To
make a thorough examination would take a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes, so for the sake of the
Society and myself I make the bread rule, “ a good life or no life at all.”
.
9189. Do you think there is a disposition amongst the members to sham sickness in order to be placed on
the funds? Yes, there is a very great readiness on the part of some to do that sort of thing, but it is a
very small percentage.
9190. With regard to tbe salaries paid to the medical officers, do you think they are sufficient for tho
services required ? That depends. The salaries vary, but, as a rule, I think they are very insufficient.
The Oddfellows only give about 7s. per member, winch includes attendance on the member and perhaps
thirteen or fourteen children. But that is the cheapest of all the tSocieties.
9191. What do you think would be a fair sum per annum per member 1 I think £1 is a fair thing. I take
no Societies under.
9192. And with reference to the dispensing of your prescriptions, have they been faithfully made up? It
all depends on the chemist, and what he receives. There are some who give good tilings, and others who
give rubbish.
9193. And you have found your prescriptions have not been faithfully dispensed in cases where the price
was so low that the chemist could not do it ? Yes.
9194. Would you favour a general dispensary? Yes; it would be cheaper, and members would secure
good drugs.
<
9195. You feel strongly with reference to certain trades ? Yes.
9196. Would you be in favour of disqualifying their admission absolutely, or would you create a special
scale of contributions and benefits for them? I would disqualify them absolutely.
9197. You would not load them with a graduated subscription ? I am looking at it from a medical man’s
light, employed by a Society.
9198. Have any complaints been made to you about want of attention on your part as tbe medical officer ?
J almost forget, but it is possible there have been.
9199. What has been your general practice with reference to attending members of Societies ; have you
given the same attention as to your ordinary private patients ? Yes, as a rule. When you have a Society
some time, you know your members and can tell whether you are really required at once or not. In all
Clubs there is so much of the cry of “ wolf” that it discourages a doctor.
9200. I presume it would be your desire to get your patients cured as rapidly as possible, so as to get them
out of hand ? Most decidedly.
9201.
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9201. Would you make any distinction with reference to surgical operations or cases of accident? Yes, I
tliink accidents, such as bad fractures, should be paid for extra ; otherwise one tries to shirk them and send
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them to the Infirmary,
.
,
.
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9202. And you tliink provision should be made by the Societies to make exceptions under these two heads,
so that the medical officer should receive some additional consideration? I think so.
9203. Have you ever read our Act ? Ho, I never have.
_
.
9204-. Are you prepared to make any suggestions to the Commission that might be of service for future
legislation ? I think that the medical officer’s salary should be a better one ; but the system of competition
is°bad for the Societies altogether - because some of them are only taken for a time until they can be
thrown up. If it were a fixed good rate men would look upon them as worth having, but now they look
upon them as “ necessary evils,” to be thrown off as soon as possible.
_
9205. I presume most of the medical men take Societies simply to create a practice? Just so ; I built my
practice upon Societies, but I have been very glad to drop them. The compulsory work is unpleasant m
connection with Societies.
.
, ,
t
o
9206. You would not recommend any change in the present system of dealing with cases of ^accouchement f
Yes, I think the ordinary fee is too little. 1 receive two guineas for one Society, and that is little enough.
As it is I shirk a Club midwifery case—it is not worth while going to.
_
_ _
9207. You have a large private practice now ? Yes, it has been built up entirely by Societies.
9208. They serve a purpose for a time ? Yes, I suppose it is the case with most medical men. I took them
when I first came at 14s. a year. I also took the Oddfellows.
.
9209. Is that the rate you had from the Oddfellows? They paid a salary, and there are 2,000 members
9210. Mr. Smith.] Are you acquainted with the amount of contributions paid by members of these
Societies to the various Lodges ? Yes, I think so : some pay la or Is. 3d., and others 6d.
_
9211. Have you any knowledge of the benefits the)' are to receive for this? Yes; £1 or .£1 Is. a week m
case of sickness, and in the event of death a funeral gift of £15 or £20.
_
9212. Do you tliink the amount paid is a fair amouut, seeing the large benefits they receive ? Ho, I think
the amount per member should be increased : some actuarial calculation should be made.
9213. Do you think that would put the Societies on a better financial basis than the present system ? Yes,
especially with some which pay only 6d, a week, such as the Daughters of Temperance, who are always more
or less in a state of insolvency.
_
,
9214. Have you had much to do with female Societies? Yes, at one time I had five Branches of the
Daughters of Temperance; and sometimes I had to wait six months for salary, and sometimes they did not
pay their sick at all.
,
9215. You attribute that to the fact tliat they did not contribute sufficient for the benefits given ? Yes._ _
9216. In your very large experience, what has been the principal cause of illness of members and the families
of members ?■ The actual members are seldom sick, and if the attendance were confined to them it would be
very light indeed for tbe doctor ; the chief work is in the family, children are very often sick, and when there
is an epidemic the doctor’s work increases tremendously.
_
_
9217. Have you in your experience discovered syphilis existing to any very great extent with Club patients ?
In the primary contagious form I have not seen it to a very great extent, because as a rule those cases
seldom come to the Chib doctor. If they get delirum tremens or venereal disease they are not entitled to
our services.
,
9218. Have you had members conic to you privately for that particular treatment ? Yes, not only privately
but ignorantly, tllinking themselves entitled to the benefits.
_
9219. Do not all the illnesses result from that having existed in some form or other ?• Scarcely. It is very
hard to answer a question like that; the taint is so delicate that it is hard to fix a particular illness on that
taint. One does not see so much of it as at Home.
9220. Then you do not think it exists here to any great extent ? Ho.
_
...
9221. The illnesses from which members themselves most frequently suffer, what is thecause; is it internperance? Hot actual intemperance perhaps, but the mistaken idea that somuch liquor a day is good for
them; dietary causes generally.
. . .
■
.
,
9222. Mr. Alngail.] Have you had any opportunity, in your extensive visiting of working-people s homes, to .
form an opinion as to whether HViencHy Societies benefit them socially and morally ? I. am sure of it; it is
a man’s duty to himself and the State to provide for himself and his family in time of sickness and death.
9233. And vou think the State should protect the Societies by seeing that their accounts are placed on an
actuarially sound basis? Quite so, yes.
^
9224. Can you say whether it is a general practice to treat members of these Societies as if they were paupers ?
I. am sure it is not, because like myself many medical men build up their practice entirely on Clubs, and wo
must treat them well for our own sake.
9225. I suppose a great deal of private practice arises from these persons ? Yes. some.
9226. Do you find any impression with these people that if any serious case arises they would rather go to
a private doctor than to a Club doctor? Yes, there is often tliat impression.
9227. Have you learned whether there is any popular distrust in the minds of members of the soundness of
their respective Societies financially ? I do not know anything of tliat.
9228. Have you known any case where members entitled to sick pay have not received it? Yes, more
especially in cases where the Society has been so poor that they could not pay it. That frequently occurs
amongst the Daughters of Temperance, as their fees are so low.
9229. That is a necessary consequence of paying small contributions and giving large benefits ? Yes.
9230. Have you known any cases where the officers have misappropriated the funds ? Not of my own
knowledge.
9231. In reference to the Oddfellows, you stated that they give 7s. or about that: do you know how many
members are attached to the medical part of the arrangement? I do not know now, but in my time there
were about 2,000.
9232. And how many out of them were you called upon to attend? Well, there are tliree medical men
who attend the whole ; a popular man does all the work, and the others do nothing.
9233. They attend at the institute on alternate days, do they not ? Yes; four days a week, I think.
9234. Do you think established Societies need a thing of this kind (document produced) 1 Ho, I do not
think so ; it is simply a try to catch members, not sound healthy lives.
9235.
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Kckbum
In a case of that hind they ■would not be beyond any acceptance ? Yery likely the Secretary would
^ .
Pve the doctor a hint.
2, June, 1882.
®u*' ^ doctors acted on the same principles you say you go on, no matter what hints they got, they
would not pass an unsound man 1 I’or their own sakes, not.
9237. Eut the keen competition amongst medical men leads to this sort of thing? I do not think so ; a man
who has got a Club is nob likely to admit an unsound life ■ he does not consider the Society, but himself.
9238. You have no doubt that medical men generally give the same attention to members of Societies as to
private patients 1 They must do so.
9239. Mr. Holdsworth.] I understood you to say that you had 1,500 members? Yes.
9240. You had an average of twenty visits a day aud twenty consultations l Yes.
9241. That ■would be one out of tliirty-seven and a-half ? Yes.
9242. And make your fees almost nominal? Yes.
9243. Have you found sickness more prevalent in times of strike, and when work is scarce? Yes ; when
work is scarce men get sick, but I have had no experience of times of strike.
9244. Is it not a fact that some time ago the medical men of Sydney formed a sort of trade union, and
fixed the price at <£1 ? Oh yes, but it never came to anything,
9245. You spoke of the Daughters of Temperance : you attended some of them who keep along in a state
of chronic insolvency ? Yes.
9246. They were small Societies, I presume? No; some large Societies,
9247. Do you consider it is possible for any Society, at fid. a week, to pay half-benefits, considering they
have to pay full rates for everything else ? No.
9248. Are you aware they have been altered lately ? No.
9249. Deference was made to the half initiation fees of a particular Society : do you think tho fee is a
matter of any moment if the contribution were fixed at a suitable rate? No, I do not think it would be.
I suppose Societies do this in order to raise their sinking funds.
9250. Do you approve of this system of introducing persons to raise the funds? No.
9251. Must it not destroy the object they have in view ? Yes, I should think so.
9252. Mr. Langley,] Are you aware that this document refers to the establishment of a new Lodge? Yes,
I am now.
9253. And that full benefits are not given until the end of six months ? Yes.
9254. You spoke of tlie Oddfellows paying 7s. per annum to the doctor? Yes, that is what it comes to.
They pay a fixed salary of ,£250 a year, exclusive of midwifery fees.
9255. Do you know any other Society tliat pays less than £1 ? Yes, I should say the majority do.
9256. May I ask what tlie Herald Benefit Society are paying now' ? 18s.
9257. From tlie answers you have given, it would appear as if you thought young doctors gave moro
attention to Lodge practice than those who have a regular outside practice ? I think so, because they have
probably more time for it
9258.^ Then it would be more advisable to have young doctors than medical men having a large practice?
Certainly. Tiiose who have a large private practice have no time for Club practice.
9259. Are you aware that in nearly all cases in which doctors are called for there is great competition
indeed 1 Yes, I believe so.
9260. Do you know that in some instances the doctors actually got their friends to canvass for them
amongst the members? Yes, I believe so; that is bad for the doctors and bad for the Societies.
9261. Wliat in your opinion would be a fair charge for medical men attending. Clubs or Lodges requiring
medical attendance? 20s. per member per annum, and I do not think it should he. any less,
9262. Mr. liubic.] Have you had any experience in other Colonies ? No.
9263. Is any sickness of any particular nature more prevalent here than anywhere else? No, there is
always a certain amount of mild typhoid fever.
9264. Are you obliged to give certificates to members before they declare on the funds? Yes.
9265. Have you had. any application for certificates when you have been obliged to refuse? Yes, fre
quently.
9266. Are there cases where it is difficult for medical men to say whether they are malingering or not?
Yes, in cases such as lumbago or chronic rheumatism.
Could you suggest anything by which Societies might he protected from this? No, except that they
should he carefully watched and kept strictly under tlie eye of the doctor,
9268. When they do not get certificates every week they may be on the funds a long time after they are
well ? Oil yes.
9269. Mr. Langley.] Do medical attendants of Lodges take strict care to take patients off the funds when
well ? Yes, most men are only too glad to go to work themselves.
9270. Mr. Gelding.] You stated to the President that a proper medical examination would take a quarter of
an hour? Yes.
9271. Are your instructions not to give every candidate a proper examination? Yes; still there are many
things, as the President suggested, such as measuring the chest and taking the weight, which no doubt should
lie done.
"
9272. But stripping the candidate, should not that he properly done ? Yes, I make it the rule always to strip
the candidates j sometimes they object and go away.
9213. You imagine that some Societies give instructions not to be particular? Yes.
9274. Could you name any Society tliat has given such instructions ? Yes, there was a Society once which.
all6_I had to examine the members ; it was the Waverley Lodge of the Protestant Alliance.
2(j. You mentioned the accouchement fees : I presume you are aware that the majority of persons who
join the Societies are labouring men ? Yes, the majority are.
y°u attended a great number of them you would get no money at all ? Yes, very probable.
9217.^ And is it not better to take these cases at a reduced fee than to get no fees at all ? But I do not see
o-'!'to 1 ^eccrh to get nothing for medical attendance unless in the case of paupers, and these are not.
J278. What do you think is a fair tiling to pay for medicines ? I do not think it should be less than 10s. a
oo^a
many 01l]y receive 6a : and then there must he imperfect dispensing and very had drugs.
92/9. When you go away from Sydney the low rate does not apply, are you aware of that? I have no
experience of that
9280.
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9280. Bo you believe that examinations should be paid for? Certainly, it should take up. a great deal of DAT. J.
Xfickburn.
time if a form is to be filled up, showing the state of the candidate’s health.
.
9281. "Would you make the candidate or the Lodge pay for that? I do not know about that.
„
June,' 1882,
9282. Have you any faitli in the candidate answering these long questions 1 I think their statements go a *
great way, and one verifies their statement by one’s own examination afterwards. They answer the questions
honestly as a rule.
.
9283. Were these forty candidates you mentioned all examined the same night ? Yes, whatever the number
was. I was told they did not want much time spent, as the candidates had to be initiated.
9281. Do the Daughters of Temperance undergo an examination? Yes. ■
9285. Hot a very strict one 1 No, they naturally object to it.
9286. Mr. Slade.] Do you examine by any regular form, or by just sucb questions as suggest themselves at
tbe time?
Some Societies have a form—the Protestant Alliance have a very good form. Having
got the persona] statement, one goes on with the physical examination according to method.
9287. Have you seen the Ancient Order of Foresters’form ? Yes.
9288. Do you approve of such a form as tliat ? Yes, I think it is a very good form, though there is a good
deal in it the patient does not know the meaning of; but it should be much moro elaborate to be of any use.
It is nothing more than a personal statement.
9289. Do you not think it is useful in drawing the medical man’s attention to a lino of questions he might
otherwise pass over ? Oh yes, I think so.
9290. Could you state what diseases are most prevalent and fatal in this Colony amongst tho members of
Friendly Societies ] are they diseases arising from the peculiar modes of employment ? No, principally
accidents, diseases of the lungs, and fevers.
9291. As the deatli rate in Societies is eleven in the thousand, while the general mortality is twenty-two in
the thousand, does that indicate that Friendly Societies’ candidates are more healthy or better examined ?
Partly because they are a more healthy class, hut principally the result of careful examinations.
9292. One thing is complained of, that members have to go to the medical man again for the renewal of a
prescription? I tliink it is very necessary for the protection bf the Society, and especially for the patient’s sake.
9293. What is your opinion about bandages, leeches, and so on, should they be included in the pound 1 No,
tliat belongs to tlie chemist’s side.
9294. Regarding tbe examination of wives, do you think an affirmation by the bnsband under penalty would
be sufficient? Yes, I think so.
9295. As many of the profession have stated that they consider the Friendly Societies’ practice to be in
structive I should like’ to have your opinion ? Oh yes, there is no doubt about that; it gives a large field of
experience which is most valuable,
9296. Your estimate of £1 per annum is on the supposition that all the members are married and have
families? Yes, and I do not think it should be anything less.
9297. President.] Do you think that the kind of inquiiy made by medical men when passing candidates for
life insurance would not be a more full and searching inquiiy ? Yes, 1 tliink there should he some form of
that kind.
9298. Which should be filed as an official document ? Yes, I tliink so,
.
9299. And you think the medical statement should be part of the initiation? Yes, it would bind the
candidate to what he has stated.
9300. Mr. Abigail.] If the life assurance system were adopted, do not you tliink it would debar half the
men who join, who might have some trifling ailment that would not make them permanently sick members?
I tbink it is the duty of a medical man not to admit a man with any organic ailment, however trilling.

Dr. William Edward Warren sworn and examined :—
9301. President.] You are a duly qualified medical practitioner? Yes.
Dr. W. E.
Warren.
9302. And have had a large experience in connection with tlie various Friendly Societies as medical officer ?
Yes, during tbe last five years in this Colony.
9303. Have you had any experience in the old country? No, I have in Now Zealand.
2 June, 1882.
9304. Had you a long experience in New Zealand ? About eighteen months.
9305. What is the mortality here comparing the Societies with those of New Zealand? I should think
they would be very much about the same.
9306. What has been the largest number of members under your care ? I tbink the largest number would
be about 600 members, without wives and families.*
■
9307. What would be your daily visitations to these members, their wives and children ? Including visits
outside and those inside, I should think twenty a day, or probably twenty-five, f
9308. With reference to the examination of candidates before admission, do you think the present system
is full and sufficient to ensure the Societies against fraud? In some instances tho forms are very good.
9309. Have you had occasion to refuse a recommendation to any number of candidates ? Frequently.
9310. Persons who are unsound in health? Yes, and also those whom I knew to be intemperate.
9311. Do yon make a rule of objecting to the admission of candidates on account of occupation? No, I do
not think so ; I have never objected to any one on that ground.
9312. But some occupations are injurious to health, and shorten life ? Some arc.
9313. You have never taken exception? I have never had an instance requiring it.
9314. What is your opinion as to the manner in which your prescriptions have been dispensed? In some
instances they have been dispensed in an honest straightforward manner, but in other instances the dispensing
has been simply disgraceful.
9315. How docs that arise ? I believe it is for the want of proper payment j it is not sufficient to ensure
good drugs.
9316. Does it not place the medical officer of a Society in a false position if bis prescriptions are not
properly dispensed ? Yery, I frequently have to recommend patients to pay for their medicines.
9317.
'*Not.k (onrevisiori) :—I find that I have attended as many as 800 members, not including wives and families.—W.E.W.
tNoTK (ore mmion) :—Upon reconsideration, X believe that my average with 800 members would be about forty
consultations and visits per diem.—W.E.W.
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Dj£ W. E. 9317. The prescriptions you speak of, have they been made up by chemists or by some large establishment,
, arrensuch as a dispensary 1 All the Clubs I attend get their prescriptions made up by chemists.
2 June 1882
"Would you favour a general dispensary for all the Societies 1 Yes, that would be a good idea, or if
’
* they paid a good rate they would get good drugs.
9319. Would you favour having a more searching inquiry into the health of candidates than at present 1
I would make it compulsory on them all to have a proper medical form containing a personal statement.
9320. Somewhat similar to life assurance 1 Yes, but it need not be so full.
9321. With reference to the allowance made to medical officers, what would you consider a sufficient sum to
ensure faithful attendance to members and their wives 1 I think about a fair thing would be £1 or .£] Is.
a year.
9322. You are 'aware that it is done for a very much less sum now ? Yes, very much less.
9323. As far as your knowledge goes, do you think the medical officers of Societies devote as much attention
and care to patients who are members of Societies as to private patients 1 Yes, where they know there is a
genuine case of illness j but in consequence of such a large number of Club patients applying for medical
advice who are not in need of it, a medical man is more liable to slur over a case amongst them than if a
private patient came to him ; but in all genuine cases of illness there is as much attention given to a Club
patient as to a private patient.
9324. Then there is a good deal of imposition amongst some persons ? A great deal of it.
9325. You cannot give the Commission any information as to the comparative mortality between tbe
number you have had under your control here and a like number in the old country. No, I cannot.
9326. Is there any special sickness that creates a greater mortality here than in the old country 1 I do not
think so.
9327. You think the people here are as healthy, if not more so, than in the old country ? Fully.
9328. And the same would apply to New Zealand? Yes.
9329. Have you found, during your experience as a medical officer, a disposition amongst some members to
be placed on the funds when there is nothing the matter with them ? Frequently.
9330. Is it wise to permit persons to he members of more than one Society 1 No, I find that in the
majority of instances lias led to malingering.
9331. And there has been a good deal of that kind of tiling existing? I have seen it tried on a good many
times.
9332. And in some cases it is impossible to detect it ? Yea
9333. Have you read the Friendly Societies Act of New South Wales? I have not read the whole of it,
hut I have read parts of it.
9334. You have also seen the rules of most of the Societies you have been medical officer of? Yes.
9335. Have you formed any opinion as to the financial basis of these Societies ? From my own knowledge
I know a number of cases where it has been insufficient.
9336. As a matter of opinion, do you think Is, a week is sufficient? I do not, but I think an actuary should
be consulted on that point. From my knowledge I have formed the opinion that the subscriptions in a great
number of instances are insufficient.
9337. You are aware of the benefits that are given ? Yes.
9338. You are fully satisfied in your own mind that the contributions are not sufficient to ensure all those
benefits? I do not consider them sufficient in a considerable number of instances.
9339. Have you anything to suggest that might be of service in any recommendations that may go from the
Commission to the authorities? I think there ought to he some means adopted to ensure members getting
sick pay, for in a great number of cases they do not get it.
9340. What is the reason ? In some cases want of funds; in others, neglect.
9341. Are there any of the Societies under your control where the cause has been want of funds ? No, they
have gone bankrupt.
9342. What was the name of the Society ? There was one called the Australian Total Abstinence Society ; it
merged into another, but they had to get rid of a number of old members, as thoy could not go on as they were.
9343. Any others ? Yes, I know of one which was a woman's Lodge, a Temperance Society, also called the
“No Surrender,” and they had to haul down their colours. They had also to dissolve, as they could not
carry on.
9344. Any other Society? I know of another Lodge. That was another woman's Lodge, which was in a
critical condition about twelve months ago : it was called the Australian United Sisters’ Benefit Society.
9345. Where were they located ? I do not know. It was a small Lodge. I am veiy particular about
putting people on the Sick Funds in every instance, hut in some instances where I have done it, the officers
have waited on me to ask me to take them off, as the Society was hardly strong enough to stand it.
There is
another thing I might mention. I have known one instance where the Treasurer of a Lodge has made away
with the funds, and I heard of another last night. I will not say it was the Treasurer, but one of the officers
of a Lodge called the Abou-ben-Adhem Lodge, I.O.O.F., succeeded in making away with some of the funds.
9346. Do you know the amount ? I do not. .
9347. Was it a considerable sum ? They succeeded in recovering a good bit of it. The other one I heard
of was another of the same Order at Miller’s Point, in which one of the officers succeeded in making away
with nearly £70. I do not know the name of the Lodge.
9348. You do not know the names of the parties ? No, I do not.
9349. Are there any others ? No, I do not recollect any other case. Tliat second Lodge I mentioned I
know nothing of, but I was informed of it by a patient last night.
9350. Then you think it would be necessary for officers of Societies to give a fidelity guarantee ? Yes, a bond.
9351. So as to ensure the funds against members who might make away with them ? Yes.
9352. Mr. Jlnr/ail.] Li your connection with Societies in New Zealand, did you ascertain whether the laws
there were similar to our own ? No. I tliink they were about the same, so far as I recollect now.
9353. Did any agitation take place for an investigation into the Societies 1 I do not know.
9354. Are you aware that it lias taken place since ? No, I am not.
9355. Is there any particular cause for the sickness occurring in the Societies you attend ? No; they seem
to suffer from the prevailing sickness.
9356. If it has been said that syphilis was the prevailing cause of a large quantity of tlie sickness, would
that
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tliat accord with your experience? Noj though a good many suffer more or less from the effects of drinfc, Dr. W. E.
but not more among Society people than amongst the general public.
Warren.
9357. President.^ You have nothing further to add to your evidence? No, nothing at present; but I may „
say that the British Medical Association Branch here have had a report drawn up to be submitted on this " nne’
question. It is to lie presented to the Branch this evening.
9358. Will you kindly send a copy to the Commission i Yes, that can easily be arranged. The following
is the report, as furnished by Dr. O’Beilly :—
'
DEPORT of the Committee appointed by the New South Wales Branch of the British Medical Association, to investigate

and report on the medical working of Friendly Societies.
The following arc the conclusions which your Committee, after careful consideration, begs to submit to you, acknowledging
the valuable suggestions contained in the report of the former Committee
1. It recommends that a form of examination paper, similar to those used for purposes of life assurance, be furnished
to each person proposing to join a Benefit Society, for presentation to tlie medical officer, in order to ensure a thorough
report on each case, and tliat a reasonable fee be paid for each examination.
2. That medical benefits be confined to mechanics, labourers, journeymen, small traders, and to people with small
incomes, as it finds tliat large numbers of people with considerable means—merchants, bank managers, members of Parliament,
builders, contractors, &c. at present avail themselves to a very large extent of the medical benefits intended for their
Jess affluent brethren.
3. Your Committee recommends a uniform payment to the medical officer and chemist of every Lodge ; that in the
case of the former it should not he less than £1 per member per annum for medical attendance on each member, his wife
and family, and that extra fees should be paid for fractures, dislocations, and surgical operations. It is also of opinion that
the minimum midwifery fee should be fixed at £2. 2s., and that this fee should in all cases he paid through the Lodge.
\our Committee is satisfied that the ordinary payments at present made to druggists are quite insufficient to secure patients
being supplied with the best drugs. It recommends that distinct provision should be made for furnishing patients with
expensive forms of medical and surgical apparatus.
D1, i3 not desirable to permit patients to belong to more than one Society, as the practice tends to encourage
fraud, it being possible for a member of several Lodges to acquire sick payment in excess of his earned income.

5. Tour Committee believes the subscriptions of members of several Societies to be not only insufficient, but con
siderably below what tlie insured arc both willing and able to pay. It finds that, in consequence of the inadequacy of the
weekly subscriptions, some Lodges become bankrupt. This usually happens after a struggle of some years, embittered by
painful disputes and frequent injustice, c.y. the temporary discontinuance or diminution, from want of funds, of the sick
allowance. The bankruptcy of a Lodge usually occurs at a time when many of the original or earlier members have become
old and past work, and when no Lodge will accept them as candidates.
C. With a view to more perfect security, your Committee is of opinion that the Medical Officers’ and Chemists’ Fund,
should he quite distinct from the Benefit Fund, particularly as it is desirable that every man should subscribe to the latter,
while only a portion of tho community is morally entitled to the former, it having been originated and continued for the
exclusive benefit of those only whose incomes are of moderate amount.
Your Committee desire particularly to point out the advisability of the formation in Sydney and other large centres
of population, of a Friendly Societies Bank (to bo kept open every evening), into which all moneys should he paid, and
on which it should be made legal to draw cheques for amounts less than a pound. Such an institution properly conducted
might prevent the possibility of defalcations, aud would be a most welcome convenience to the sick, who now frequently
do not receive their payments during tho time they are most urgently required for the purpose of medical comforts, &c., hut
during convalescence.
■
t
l* In order that tlie report of the Commission on Friendly Societies now sitting may thoroughly represent all the
interests concerned, your Committee thinks it is very much to he desired that the Commission should be enlarged by the
appointment of two actuaries and two members of the medical profession, and it would suggest to tho Council the propriety
of bringing the matter under the notice of the Government.
.

„

25th May, 18S2.

WALTER W. J. O’REILLY, M.D., Eon. Sec.,

■

New South Wales Branch, British Medical Association.

Dr. Andrew John Brady sworn and examined : —
9359. President.'] You are a dnly qualified medical practitioner ? Yes.
Dr. A, J:
9360. Kegistered under the New South Wale a Board ? Yes.
Brady."
9361. You have had considerable experience as medical officer to a large number of Friendly Societies ? Yes.
—A-—'9362. And you are still medical officer to some? Yes.
® June, 1832.
9363. What is the largest number of members that have been under your control at any given time ?
About 60Q, I should tliink.
9364. Have you had any similar experience in the old country or the other colonies? No.
9365. You have no means then of judging the mortality here as compared with that at Home ? No, I have not.
9366. What has been tlie general mortality of the institutions under your control? I do not think it has
been exceptionally high ; it has been low comparatively, particularly in tbe Temperance Societies.
■
9367. What proportion of sickness has there been in tlie Societies as compared with your outside patients 1
Oil, there is usually much moro in Lodges ; at least they consult the doctors more than private patients.
9368. They consult him on all trifling matters, I presume ? Some of them do.
9369. With reference to the examination of candidates seeking admission, do you consider the present
means sufficient ? No, I do not.
9370. Some examinations are anything but full ? Yes.
9371. And they are short of what we ought to have? Yos.
9372. You have seen, in connection with some of the Societies, a personal statement of questions put to
candidates? Yes, I have. I think they ought to be strictly enforced in all Societies.
9373. Should there not be a medical statement also filed? I tliink there might be a short medical
statement, but I look upon the personal statement as being an important thing. A man goes to a doctor
who may be subject to periodic attacks of rheumatism or some disease liable to recur periodically, and the
doctor may not be able to discover it; but if these questions were correctly answered he would refuse him,
9374. Have you had occasion to refuse a large number of candidates? Yes, a considerable number; not a
large number.
9375. What percentage would there he? Not moro than about 5 per cent, of those who apply to me.
9376. And has that been principally on the ground of being unsound in health ? Yes; heart disease, or
having suffered from rheumatism, or a bad previous history. I have no doubt, if a strict personal statement
were enforced, and they were given clearly to understand that they would be expelled if they gave incorrect
answers, a larger proportion would be refused.
9377. What is your opinion with reference to members’ wives ; do you tbink they should also be examined?
As I believe a member receives some payment for them when they die, I should think it would be desirable.
9378. What has been your experience with reference to the manner in which your prescriptions have been
486—2 L
dispensed ?
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dispensed 1 Some of the chemists do it very well, and others do not. I have had to complain of certain
chemists, and to get the Lodge to change them ; but there are two chemists now who have been dispensing
^or ■*-i0(:'oes I have b®011 attending for years, and I find they do it very well.
9370. Is it not a most serious thing for prescriptions to be given by medical men and imperfectly dispensed
by the chemist ? Undoubtedly, in some cases.
.9380. I presume tho price paid is the cause principally of the prescriptions not being faithfully and honestly
dispensed! Yes, that is the case ; they cannot give the medicines below a certain price and give the right
thing. It is impossible to tell sometimes whether a compound mixture is properly dispensed.
9381. Would you favour a general dispensary for Friendly Societies! Yes, I believe they would get bettor
medicines in that way, though it might not be always convenient for them to send to a central depot, but
the quality of the drugs would be better.
9382. The Oddfellows dispense their own drugs, do they not!
Yes.
9383. And that is more likely to give general satisfaction than to have these cheap chemists 1 I think so.
9384. With reference to the allowance made to the medical officer, what would in your opinion bo a sum
sufficient to ensure faithful medical attendance to members, their wives and families? I think £1 a year
would he a fair thing. That is the general opinion of the members of tlie profession.
9385. Members of the medical profession, young men coming to the Colony, have taken Societies to build up
a practice? Yes, and do not care very much what they get them for.
9386. And many of our best medical men have been successful in that respect, have they not 1 A good
many of them have.
9387. You consider £1 or a guinea a year would be sufficient to secure good attendance? Yes.
9388. What is your experience in visiting the members of these Societies; do you give them the same
medical attendance and care as you would to your ordinary patients? Yes, when they are really ill I do.
They often come when they do not require it, but when a person is really ill I make no distinction
.
9389. I presume you favour the principle of Friendly Societies, men combining togetherto secure these bene
fits, if they are secured on a proper basis? Yes, I think it is a good thing, doing away with the pauper
system tliat exists so much in England, though it is liable to abuse when rich men are in the Lodges.
9390. Do you find that the better classes who are members of Societies take the medical benefits? Yes, in
some Lodges they do.
9391. But are there not many members of Societies who do not take these benefits ? In some cases there are.
9392. Have you ever heard of any of the officers making away with the funds of the Societies you have had
anything to do with? Yes, the first Lodge I got the Treasurer ran away with the funds.
9393. Much? £30 or £40.
‘
'

9394. What Society was that? ]s'o. 2 Division Sons of Temperance.
9395. Any other Society? That is the only one I know of.
9396. Have you any suggestions to make to the Commission? Well, in reference to certificates putting
members on. the funds------9397. I was going to ask you that. Have you found a disposition on the part of members to go on the
funds when there is nothing the matter with them? Yes, very frequently,
'
9398. And the best medical man could be deceived ? Yes, there are some diseases that are obscure, and
you do not like to injure a man by accusing him of fraud.
9399. Do you favour permitting persons to be members of more than one Society ? No ; when the weekly,
pay is such that it equals a man’s earnings, it is a temptation to him to go on the Sick Funds.
9400. And it holds out an inducement to imposition ? Yes.
.
9401. And should be provided against? Yes.
9402. Have you anything further to .add ? I think sick certificates should be renewed every fortnight, if
not every week,
■
■
■ 9403. Wliat has been j'oiir experience with reference to members receiving their sick pay? Except in one
Lodge they have always received it promptly, and then that Lodge was in financial difficulties.
9404. What was that Lodge ?■ A female Society.
9405. In connection with a Temperance Society ? Yes.
9406. What was the name of the Society ? Equity Division Daughters of Temperance.
■
9407. And were they subsequently in a position to pay ? Yes, they are now paying their members as usual.
There was a lawsuit over it.
9408. What was the amount of the lawsuit ? I think £40.
9409. Have you ever heard of any member not receiving his sick pay ? In this Society it was so.
"
9410. No other case has come under your observation ? No, that is the only one.
9411. Have you anything further to acid to your evidence ? I think when men are on the Sick Funds they
should be strictly looked after, and if a man is found drunk while in receipt of the funds lie should be dealt
with severely : and if he repeats the offence he should be expelled. One man kept himself sick by drinking
within my experience ; he was found out, but was not expelled.
9412. Do you tliink, in connection with what yon state as a sufficient payment for a medical officer of a
Society, that there should be any distinction made other than the guinea now paid for accouchement cases ?
I myself do not care for confinements at a guinea ; I prefer to be without them, frequently asking them not
to send for me. The general opinion is that it is too little.
9413. What do you consider wmuld be fair to the profession and to the Society? I think two guineas;
of course outside the Societies we never attend for so low as that.
9414. Do you also think it necessary to make any distinction between surgical cases and ordinary cases?
Yes, I think there might be a small fee paid for them, as there are expenses connected with them in the way
of instruments, splints, and so on, unless a Lodge provided these themselves; but I could hardly say what
fee ought to be charged,
9415. In cases of accouchement you said I believe tliat two guineas would be a fair consideration? Yes, I
think so.
9416. But suppose a member did uot send for you in a case of accouchement, would you not be compellable
to attend a wife after the accouchement ? As medical officer if I were engaged to attend at the confinement
it would be my duty if called on, to attend after the confinement, oven if I had not been called to attend at
the event.
9417.
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9417. With reference to the examination of candidates, have you been requested by any of the Societies to' Dr.'.A, J,
ftrady.
make a more searching or fuller examination than had been your practice previously ? No, I have not.
They have told me sometimes to be careful about admitting them.
■
2 June, 1882 9418. They have not expressed then a desire that there should be a more searching examination 1 No.
9419. Have they ever asked you not to be too exacting? I have found them asking me why I refused a
man, as if they would have preferred that he should have been passed.
9420. You have not made occupation a bar to admission ? I have not, but I have recommended Societies to
consider whether they would admit a man who was a mason, which is an unhealthy employment, and they
have admitted him.
'
9421. Plumbers and painters arc generally unhealthy, are they not ? Yes, but the Lodges would not be
satisfied if we refused men on these grounds. I have found that Lodges preferred me to pass them.
9422. Mr. Smith.] If it was stated to the Commission that syphilis existed amongst members of the Friendly
Societies to a very great extent, would that be a true statement ? I do not think it exists to a great extent,
but it does exist undoubtedly ; I have two cases now under my care.
9423. Has your experience shown that it has been productive of a large amount of sickness amongst the
families 1 No, I cannot say that it lias been tlie cause of a large amount of sickness.
9424. Then in your opinion it would be confined to young men joining ? I have had it occur in men who
have been married for some years, but not to any large extent.
9425. What is your impression as to tho moral effect of these Societies upon the members and their homes ?
I tliink they have a good effect.
9426. When contrasted with those who are not members ? Yes, they are usually a more prudent set of
men ? It shows they must have some intention of providing for their families if they join these Societies.
9427. Mr. Langley.] In your experience, taking an equal number of persons outside a Friendly Society and
those inside it, do you tliink syphilis exists any more amongst the members of Friendly Societies than it
does outside ? I do not.

•

Dr. Alfred Shewen sworn and examined :—

■

9428. President.] You are a duly qualified medical practitioner? Yes.
Dr. A.
9429. Registered under the New South Wales Medical Board ? Yes.
Shewen.
9430. You arc the medical officer of some Benefit Societies i Yes.
/—•-A—v
9431. How many? Five or six, I think.
2 June, 1882.
9432. What is the gross number of members you have under your control? Between 2004and 250, I think.
2433. Have you had any previous experience in connection with Societies? I had pa few Societies in
England for a short time only.
9434. Can you tell us what the mortality is here as compared with a like number of persons under your
control at Home ? I do not think I could give any accurate opinion on that point, as I had so few Societies
in England, and for a short time only.
9435. What is the general mortality of the members of Societies under your care? I could not give you'
figures.
9436. Is their health good 1 It varies a good deal in different Societies.
_
9437. Is the deatli rate higher here than in the old country ; that is, amongst members of these Societies ? I.
had so little experience in England that I could not give any opinion. It is ten years since I was in England.
9438. What is the kind of examination that you put your candidates tlirough before you pass them; is it
a full and searching examination similar to that necessary^ in Insurance Offices?- I do not^go into so
many particulars, such as the measurements of the chest, but. as a rule, tlie examination is, I consider, quite
equal to that for life insurance,
■
9439. Have you had occasion to refuse many candidates ? A. good many.
9440. What would he the percentage of those you have refused ? Not more than 1 or 2 per cent,
9441. And, as a rule, have you found the health of members of tlie Societies very good ? The health of the
members I have, passed is very good.
9442. But those passed before you took charge ? It varies very much in different Societies. Some Lodges
are remarkably troublesome and unhealthy.
The Lodges belonging to the Temperance Societies are a great
trouble, and very unhealthy.
9443. How do you account for tliat? I think a great many of the members belonging to tho Temperance
Societies have been old drunkards. .
9444. And it is principally arising from the fact that they were old drunkards? I think it is almost entirely
tlie fact, if not entirely.
9445. Do you find a disposition amongst the members of tlie Societies you represent to bo placed on the
Sick Funds 1 Particularly with the women.
'
9446. They are anxious to be placed on the funds? Very much so.
9447. Do you find any attempt on their part to deceive the medical officer? Very much so. The greatest
difficulty I have is to prevent imposition on the part of tho Lodges I have consisting of the teetotalers.
9448. Do yon think it a prudent thing to permit them to be members of more than one Society? I do not
think a man should be allowed to receive the benefits from more than one Society.
9449. Do you find the better classes of people—I mean the wealthier classes—who are members participate
in the medical and other benefits? Not io a large extent.
i
9450. Do yon find many of them dispensing with the benefits ? A considerable number do not partake of
the benefits.
9451. They simply remain members to give countenance to the^work, which they consider to be deservum of ‘
sympathy ? So I presume.
*
9452. Have you heard of any officer oi-jmember makingTaway with the funds ? No. I have not.
•
9453. Have you ever heard of members on the Sick Funds having a difficulty in getting their pay ? I have
had one Lodge which has been unable to meet the demands upon it.
"
9454. What Lodge is that ? The Princess Alice Division of Daughters of Temperance.
' '
9455. Are they much in arrears, so far as you know? I do not know, but they have had to give membersnotice that they would be unable to pay them if they were placed on the funds,
9450. That is the only case that has come under your observation ? That is all.
9457.
-
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9457. With reference to the payments made to medical officers of Societies, what do you consider sufficient
to ensure due and proper attendance from the medical officer 1
Personally I care very little what I am
paid ; I should keep them in any case, as I look upon them as a stepping-stone to a practice.
.
j8 not a question of remuneration ? Not with me : it is but a means to an end.
9459. And you expect to make that out of members of these Societies 1 I have done so.
9460. And I presume that most of the medical profession who have come hero are glad to get Societies as a
means of assisting them to make a practice here ? A great many medical men come here with scarcely any
funds, and are glad to get Benefit Societies to keep the pot boiling ; they not only do that but keep it boiling
in the future.
9461. Then if it has been stated by a medical man that he aud the profession generally regarded Friendly
Societies as a hindrance to the profession, and as a necessary evil, do you agree with such an opinion 1 Oh
no, I do not.
9462. You do not look upon them in that light? No, not at all, though at tlie same time I tliink tkey are
capable of a great deal of abuse, as a great many people belong to Societies who should not belong to them;
they do so because it is a cheaper way of getting a doctor.
9463. But many of the working-classes by their own perseverance, and sobriety and industry, have made
their way in the world, and have grown with the Society ; have come to be better off, and have not left the
Society, your remarks would not apply to them 1 Oh no, I have defended these. The Australian Onion
Benefit Society consists principally of men who started this way, and who now are largely wealthy men.
9464. Your remark would not apply to them? No, not at all.
9465. Do you favour the principle of the working-classes combining together in this way ? Yes, decidedly.
9466. And you think it is good for the members themselves and society generally 1 Most decidedly.
9467. It encourages a spirit of self-reliance and thrift ? Yes.
9468. And has it a good moral effect on tho people ? I think so, decidedly.
9469. Have you read our Act that governs our Societies ? I did not know there was one.
9470. You know the amount of contributions paid by the members of different Societies ? It varies from Is.
to Is. 3d. I think.
9471. Do you think from your experience that that sum is sufficient to ensure due fulfilment of tho obliga
tions of the Societies ? I believe Is. 3d. is quite sufficient.
9472. I mean to put them on a sound financial basis ? I think Is. 3d. would do.
9473. What do you think would be a fair consideration for medical services i I think about £1 a head ; I
do not think a medical man would be paid under that.
9474. Would it be worth his attention? Yes, it is worth while for the experience gained, but if he looks
upon it as a matter of pounds, shillings, and pence, I think £1 would be a fair consideration
9475. You do not think it wise that medical officers should be changed frequently? It is rather a good
thing sometimes.
9476. But do they not become acquainted with the constitution and habits of their patients? Ido not
think there is very much iu that. It does not take five minutes for a good medical man to find out tho
constitution, although there is a popular delusion to that effect.
9477. You do uot place much faith in that? None at all.
9478. With regard to the prescriptions you have prescribed, how have they been dispensed; to your satis
faction or otherwise? I have heard patients complain, but personally I have had no cause to complain,
9479. How are your patients supplied with their medicines, by chemists or from a dispensary ? Tho largest
Society.I had was the Oddfellow's, where they had their own dispensary.
9480. Which is the most satisfactory mode ? The dispensary decidedly.
■
9481. You think so? Well, the most satisfactory plan is one that two Lodges, at my suggestion, have
taken ; they have the prescriptions dispensed at a regular charge, and the chemist takes off 33 percent,
9482. Is that as satisfactory as having a dispensary? I think so—quite as satisfactory and quite as cheap ;
and members have told mo that it does not cost a penny more than paying so much a year per head.
9483. But is it not important that the prescriptions should be faithfully dispensed? Certainly.
9484. Would you favour a general dispensary for Friendly Societies? I tliink it w-ould probably answer best.
9485. Would it afford greater security to the members ? I do not think so, if tlie payments to the chemist
were sufficient.
■
9486. Is it not a fact that some chemists are taking tho prescriptions for a very small sum ? I do not
know ; I do not even know what the chemists of my own Lodges get.
9487. Have you any suggestions to make to the Commission in addition to your evidence already given ?
There is one point I feel strongly about—that is, when Lodges fall down in numbers below a certain point
they should be compelled to unite with some other Lodge ; they should not be allowed to go on dragging on
a miserable existence. The Princess Alice Division has been haggling with another Branch as to whose
name they should take. They are simply bankrupt, and yet they will not join another Lodge. I think that
is a very important point
9488. Anything else that strikes your mind? No, I do not remember anytliing at present.
9489. You do not remember any officer or member making away with any of the funds? No, I do not
recollect a single case.
9490. Can you tell the (Commission of any speciality in the sickness that has troubled the members differing
from that outside your private practice ? No.
9491. Is there more sickness amongst members than amongst your private patients? No, except amongst
the Daughters of Temperance, as I have mentioned.
9492. jifr. Jbir/aii.] I want to ask you if you can trace the sickness in the Societies you are attending
directly to syphilis? Not a large amount, certainly.
9493. Half the sickness ? Oh no.
9494. You could not state the percentage? No.
9495. Can you state if it is more than you meet in your general practice? I think not.
9496. In framing any new Friendly Societies Act, would you have a provision preventing Societies starting
upon an inadequate basis ? Most decidedly.
.
9497. You are opposed to Societies being permitted to start without being on a sound basis? Most
decidedly.
9498.
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Dr. A.
9498. Mr, Langley,} Do you think any Societies started with contributions of Is. 3d. a week would be
Shewen.
sound 1 I know one Society that I do not think was sound, but I think the fault was mismanagement.
a
9499. But, with anything like proper management, you think a Society based on contributions of Is, 3d. 2^june ~1832,
should be sound ? I think so ; we have proved it in town.
1
9500. Mr. Gelding.} You stated you recommended two Societies to which you were medical officer to join
together and pay a private chemist, charging full rates and getting 33 per cent, cut off. Are you aware of
tlie relative cost to those Societies and to those in connection with the Medical Institute of the Manchester
Unity 1 I do not know what the cost of the Medical Institute is, but I believe the cost of the system I
mentioned was slightly in their favour, compared with tho sum Societies generally pay to the chemist.
9501. President.} Vou have nothing else to add i Nothing, sir.
'
Tlie Commission then adjourned until Monday, 5 June.

MONDAY, 5 JUNE. 1882.
present:—

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.O, M.P., Peesident.
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
E. GBEVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. E. HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
E. J. BUBIE, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Angus Cameron, Esq., M.P., sworn and examined :—
9503. President.} You are a Member of the Legislative Assembly? I am.
A. Carneron,
9503. And Chairman of Committees ? Yes.
Esq., M.l\
9504. What Society are you a member of? I have been a member for the last thirteen years of the Grand g
United Order of Oddfellows, but I do not know whether I am a member now or not, as I have uot been there
’
'
for some time.
9505. Have you held office? All the offices in my Lodge, and for two years I was Grand Master.
9506. You have always evinced a lively interest in connection with these Societies ? I have.
9507. You are aware of th'o benefits given by the various Friendly Societies to their members? Most of
them ; I could not accurately describe them all.
9508. Tlie Society of which you were a member, you are aware of the funeral and sick benefits provided by
their by-laws ? Yes.
■
9509. What sum per week are the contributions? They have varied at times from Is. to 14d.
9510. As a matter of opinion, do you think the sum paid is suflicient to secure the payment of all the
benefits provided for hy the Society ? Yes, I think so. Perhaps the best answer would be that, during the
■whole of my experience of the Society and as far as I could learn, there never has been a case of repudiation,
9511. There has been no Branch of tho Society failed for want of funds to meet its obligations ? Not that
I am aware of.
9512. None of them have dissolved in consequence of want of funds, as far as you know? I rather tliink
there was one Lodge failed tlirough the members falling off.
,
9513. Do you remember what the funeral donation is? It varies according to length of membership, from
.£10 up to .£30 or £40, if you belong to the Widow and Orphan Fund.
9514. And the amount in case of the death of a member's wife ? I think that goes as higli as £25.
9515. And the sick pay is how much per iveek? £1 for the first six months ; 15s. for the next six months,
and a superannuation fee of 5s. as long as he remains ill.
■
9516. And there is also medical attendance and medicines for members, their wives and families? Yes.
9517. Aid you arc of opinion tliat the sum paid is sufficient to pay all these benefits? I think so, with due
regard of course to economy.
9518. Do you think any person at the age of (say) thirty-six could insure his life for (say) £40 at Is. a week ?
I could not say.
9519. You are well acquamted with the present Act? Tolerably.
9520. Do you think its conditions are sufficient to ensure all the protection members of the various Friendly
Societies require 1 I think not.
9521. How do you think it fails? During my tenure of office as Grand Master I found the whole of the
Registrars office seemed to be unhinged. I think in June, 1877, in tho Legislative Assembly, I moved for a
return giving the number of Lodges in the different Societies, the number of members in each Lodge, and
tlie whole of the particulars relative to the working of the Act that could be furnished hy the Registrar, and
were supposed to bo furnished to him. That has never been produced, because of the inability of the
Registrar to get the returns from the Lodges ; that seems to be one of the difficulties that the majority of
Friendly Societies arc unable to cope ’with.
9522. Do you think the Act is thoroughly administered? No, I do not.
9523. Is there any other particular in which you think the Act might be amended ? It is far too cumbrous
and intricate; a much more simple measure ’would work more beneficially. These Societies which are
formed by working men are unable to come up to the many petty requirements of the Act, which are not
absolutely necessary for the protection of the Societies themselves.
9524. Do you favour a uniform or graduated scale of contributions ? Well, I am rather in favour of a
, graduated scale.
9525. Making members pay according to their ages ? According to their ages, the same as the entrance fees
are now regulated.
9526. Has it struck you that candidates seeking admission into Societies have not received that medical
examination they should receive ? Very often.
9527. Are you aware that some trades and occupations are more injurious to life and health than others? I am.
9528. Would you make any distinction between these occupations and trades iu persons seeking admission ?

I tliink I would.’

9529.
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you do it by making them pay n huger contribution, or by lessening the benefits they should
’x ' * received I should imagine by the amount of eoniribution.
5'June, 1882,
Have you expressed a desire to be examined here! 1 never have.
'
■
9531. Have you anything to suggest to the Commission that might be of service in its recommendations 1
Hot to any great extent. It lias always struck me that the attempts made to assume a quasi-Masonic
character necessitate, in the matter of regalia and hooks, a large expenditure which ought to be applied to
the Sick and Funeral i unds. During tlie time tliat I had the management of the Order it was no uncommon
thing for goods of a particular pattern to bo made and shipped into the country, and then returned on our
hands,. Of course, as we had to pay for them, we were compelled to make the Lodges responsible to us, and
this involved not only a useless waste of time, but an almost criminal waste of money.
9532. But was it not tlie practice of the Society to apportion a part of the funds for purposes of regalia?
Oh yes : tlie money was voted by the Lodge as a lump sum.
.
9533. But the contributions are received for a specific purpose? I always understood so.
9534. To ensure the benefits? Quite so.
9535. And a portion has been voted for purposes foreign to that ? If the purchase of regalia and books
containing lessons for deciphering the pass-words are outside purposes, they certainly have.
9536. Would you be in favour of one general system of by-laws to govern the whole body of Friendly
Societies, with reference to funeral gifts, sick pay and medical attendance, and all the different gifts provided
for in a general code of rules? I am afraid, under existing circumstances, which characterize all the various
organizations, it would be hardly practicable.
9537. "Would it not simplify their working? Undoubtedly it would, if found practicable.
9538. You have-nothing further to add ? Nothing.
9539. Mr. Gdding.] What is your opinion about the Government appointing a special Department to look
after the Friendly and Trade Societies of this Colony ? 1 have not given the question a very great amount
of consideration from that standpoint, but T would hardly see my way to be in favour of such a step.
’ 9540. I presume you hold that the Friendly Societies relieve the Government very much of various expenses?
. Undoubtedly.
.
. 9541. Do not you think the Government might spend a little bit of money in properly looking after these
.
. . Societies? I do, but I think it could be done without the appointment of a specific Department.
9542. Has there ever been a report submitted to Parliament during the existence of the present Registrar ?
Not to my knowledge.
9543, You have the idea that the Friendly Societies have virtually been allowed to do as they like ? Pretty
much I think.
9544,. What is your opinion about arbitration ; do you think it advisable after members have exhausted all
the tribunals of their .Lodges, Districts, and Ordcra, that they should be allowed to go to the District Court to
try the cases there? It would be better if they could be settled by arbitration.
9545. I suppose you are firmly of opinion that a sliding scale would be a bettor system than what we have
at the present time? It would be more equitable.
9546. You have seen the forms sent ont by the present Registrar ? Yos.
9547. Are you of opinion that tlie matter contained therein is sufficient to give the Government information
respecting the workings of Friendly Societies? I could not say at this moment, as I have forgotten what
the heads of information asked for are.
9548. You are not acquainted with the law in operation in Victoria, are you ? No.
9549. Mr. Slade.] Have you taken the question of graduated contributions into consideration ? I have
not thought the matter out.
1
9550. Do you think a graduated contribution would be more advisable than a general fixed rate having
regard to age ? I think so.
9551. Do you consider the Act itself to be so faulty as its administration? I .think the Act too intricate,
and the administration of it by no means what it should be.
9552. Do you consider that if the returns as provided for by the Act had been compiled and were to hand,
they would have furnished the information required by you in your motion before the House ? I thinknot.
9553. Then do you consider the form in which the information is called for by tlie Registrar is faulty in not
embracing the information you required ? No, I cannot exactly say that. I tliink it is quite possible for
the State to hamper tho Societies too much by asking for too much petty detail.
1
9554. You think any attempt to make the management too intricate would result in possible injury? Yes.
9555. You think a simple short Act embracing a few fundamental principles is all that is necessary?
Yes; the standpoint I would take would be that all the State has to do is so to legislate as to protect the
individual members from being rogued in any way, as when it goes beyond that it has a tendency to hamper
the freedom of the members themselves for good.
955b. Would you advocate any interference-with the internal management of Societies from an' actuarial
point of view ? If I did, it would be of a very limited character.
'
9557. Are you in favour of the appointment of a tribunal which would have the effect of preventing
Societies from going to law ? I would be glad to see all disputes referred to arbitration, and the Govern
ment might fairly be empowered to appoint a tribunal of two or three persons to act as arbitrators.
9558. In your experience of these Societies, have you found them as a rule honest and well-intentioned ?
Certainly, to a degree.
9559. And peculation and sharping the exception, and not the rule? I never knew but one case, and I only
know of that ly report; it was before I became a member.
9560. What is your opinion of tho health of members of these Societies ? I tliink it is very good.
9561. Above or under the average? I could hardly answer that accurately.
”
9562. What is your opinion of the moral -character of these people ? Very high. It seems to me that the
man who has the forethought to provide against a day of sickness and death has something to recommend him. '
9563. In your experience of Friendly Societies, are you aware tliat the members are move prone to disease
of a venereal kind than any other class of the community? Not that I know of, and I do not believe it. .
9564. Mr. Nmeland.] You stated that the Society of which you are a member gave £1 a week sick pay for
the first six months, 16s. for the following six months, and then 5s. as long as the'membor remained ill 1 'Yes.
9565. Arc you aware that the 5s. ceases after twelve months ? I am not; if it is so, there must have been
an alteration in the law since I took an active interest in the Society.
•
9566.
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9566. Have you ever heard of a misapplication of the funds of the Society 1 No, except such as may be a A. Cameron
Esq., M.P.
matter of opinion ; such as getting up a picnic, which 1 maintain is a misapplication, though others think not,
9067. Have you noticed any mismanagement in connection with their affairs 1 Yes, a great deal.
5 June, 1SS2.
9568. In what way ? That is a question that will require a rather lengthened answer. In my opinion the
majority of our Friendly Societies sufTer from over-government; there arc too many distinct bodies with
charges on them tliat might be done away with. First of all, a man belongs to his Lodge; there is a levy in
some Lodges of Is. a quarter, to go to the Funeral Fund, in addition to the usual weekly contribution. Then
there is another body which dispenses this fund, called tlie District Committee, composed of delegates, who are
paid for the evenings of their attendance. Over and above them is a body called the sub-committee of
management, the members of which are also paid. It has thus often struck me tliat these Societies are
suffering from over-legislation, and that much of the expense might ho done away with by restraining their
forces a little, hut that is of course only my individual opinion.*
.
9569. Then you think they are mismanaged by having too many distinct bodies working under them ? Not
under them, but over them—too much administration. There is an Association in Sydney, I believe,
composed of people of the German nation ; they do not manage their business with any paraphernalia of
regalia and so on. A member goes and pays his contribution : the Secretary sits there, and the man hands in
his money and goes away, and there is no further expense.
■
9570. Mr. Rubie.'\ You stated that you had moved in the Legislative Assembly for certain returns through
the Registrar of Friendly Societies, which you never got 1 That is true.
9571. Did yon ascertain the reason ? Yes ; 1 waited on the Registrar and he told me that ho was actually
administering the Act with a loss of money to himself, that he could not get from the various Lodges or
executive bodies the heads of information that I required.
9572. Considering that, do you not think it would be requisite to have somebody or some individual who
would be looked up to as either Registrar or something of Friendly Societies, through whom all information
might be furnished to the Government? I certainly do, but that is a different thing from forming a specific
Department of Government
9573. Would you be in favour of an Actuary or that the Registrar should he an Actuary, or that there
should be a code of actuarial tables formed under the rate of which no Society should be registered ? !■
think it would be a good thing if the Government took such action as would ensure to members that they
were members of a financial organization.
9574. And that we should have some authority which would say “ we will not register your Society, because
your contributions are not sufficient"? Quite so. Many of the Societies are kept afloat by members coming
and going. In the Daughters of Temperance, a Society which has done a great deal of good, young women
have joined, and after being in a few years have married and gone away, and their contributions have gone
into the general revenue,
9575. Then you think there should be some head I I think so, an officer under one of the responsible Ministers.
9576. And do you not think it would be requisite that the Registrar should have the power of sending an
official auditor to inspect the books ? That power might be vested in the Minister if any doubts arise as
to his subordinate.
■
9577. But I mean in Lodges? Oh, certainly.
'
9578. A clause to that effect ought to be inserted giving the Registrar power to insist upon having the books
examined? 1 think so, and I would guard that hy insisting upon having a certain number of members to
ask for it.
■
9579. Are you aware that in Victoria they have not only a Registrar. but an Actuary ? I am not aware
of that, but I know they have a Registrar.
9580. Would you be in favour of such legislation here 1 Of any legislation that would place the Societies
on a more solid footing than they now occupy.
9581. Mr. La,nghy.~\ I presume you are aware there is a Revising Barrister in Victoria, to whom all the
regulations and by-laws arc submitted ? Yes.
9582. You stated that you were in favour of making the Friendly Societies Act of a less complex character
than at present ? I am,
9583. Do you think it would be sufficient if tho financial portion of Friendly Societies’ -workings were laid
down by law, and the details of the working were left to the Societies themselves ? I certainly would not
be in favour of legislating for matters of detail. The only duty the State has to perform is to see -that
members are protected from misappropriation and embezzlement.
9584. Am to a Board of arbitration or reference, do you consider that it would be more advisable to have a
Board comjwsed of members of different Friendly Societies rather than a legal tribunal ? I would be in
favour of the appointment of men unconnected with the Societies at all.
9585. You spoke just now about Societies being of a quasi-Masonic cliaracter in the matter of regalia-and
so on ; but suppose there may be Societies that can claim to have regalia of quite as long standing as the
Masonic bodies, what would you do in that case? I would like to withdraw the expression, and say there
is too much formality.
9586/ Would you compel Societies who think it best to wear regalia to come under the Act, if they did not
wish to come under it themselves? No, I would not attempt to legislate for anything so paltry as wearing
regalia, hut must express the opinion that it is a matter of taste and economy.
9587. Would you compel all Societies to come under the Act whether they wislied it or not ? Certainly
those of a.friendly character taking funds io provide against sickness and death should come under the
cognizance of the Government, as far as their financial affairs are concerned.
9588. Mr, Jloblsworlh.^ I understand you that it would be sufficient for the Government to lay down certain
first principles, so as to protect the Societies from wrong? I have already said so.
9589. And m reference to regalia, you are of opinion that it would be wise for Friendly Societies to invest
their money in a more profitable manner?. Quite so.
9590. Mr, GromUc. ] You spoke of over-legislation as one of the defects which characterized the present
Societies? I did.
9591. Does that exhibit itself in unnecessary laws being passed, or in unnecessary expenditure of the funds ?
Most assuredly in the latter,
9592.
* Nots {on revision) :—This answer, of conr’o, applies only to Hie Society with which I have been connected.
cannot speak so positively with regard to others, although 1 believe the evil of over-government to be pretty general.
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were other defects, but only mentioned that one ? Well, there are incidental
, e fc"s springing from this, such as a conflict of opinion between the governing bodies and the passing of
6 June, 1882. - aws con^icting with one another.
9593. I gather that you consider that anything which concerns the financial position of these Societies comes
properly under the cognizance of the Government 1 I think so.
9594. Then if so, should there not be an actuarial basis on which these Societies should be framed 1 I think
I have already expressed an opinion tantamount to that.
9o9i). You admit that if tho tables arc not scientifically based the Society itself cannot work well ? 1 have
already admitted that.
959C. Mr. Abigail.] I understand that you would not describe the enforcing of the annual returns as a
matter of detail,—you would enforce them ? I think so.
9597. And properly audited accounts 1 Yes.
9098. And a scale of fees certified to as sound l I presume that would come under the head of the actuarial
investigation alluded to by Mr, GreviUe at the starting of a Society.
9099. \ ou have no doubt of the moral advantage accruing to members hy joining Societies of this kind ?
A one whatever—I think very highly indeed of them.
'
Qftm' ^re y°U
GP™011 is aii immense saving to the State 1 Undoubtedly.
,
.
9601. Has it ever come under your notice that a good deal of loafing takes place ? I have met occasional
instances of it, but they are very few and far between.
9602. Such cases are exceptional ? Yery exceptional indeed.
‘
9603. Do you tliink the working-classes have a widespread doubt as to the financial status of the
Societies ? Ao, I think the security they now possess arises from the fact tliat we very seldom hear of any
cases of repudiation of a just claim. There may have been cases where members thought themselves hardly
dealt vnth, but I have never heard of one clear case of repudiation.
9604. Have you gone into figures to know at what rate funds should accumulate ui Societies with the
accumulation of tlie ages of members ? ITo.
9605. Have you any doubt that as age increases the liability increases? I have no doubt of it, though it is
counterbalanced to some extent by the admission of young members.
9606. Do you favour the present system of the Registrar of Societies having no salary attached to his
position ( X dp not; you never got things done unless you pay for them.
a

960/. You think he should have a salary and that the fees should not go into his pocket? I think ho
should have a salary without fees.
9608. President.) You have nothing further to add ? Ho.
9609. Mr. Gelding.) Speaking about regalia, aic you not aware that, with tbe exception of two or three suits
provided for the officers of Lodges, the regalia is paid for by members themselves? Hot in the Order to
winch I belong.
.
;^e thGy obliged to wear regalia ? jj-0) no£
but a motion has been passed in the Lodge of
which 1 am a member, that every member shall wear a scarf according to his rank as he goes in : and the
country Lodges have thus spent a good deal of money.
QftJo t?611 y°Ur ans."rers we,'.e si1"?1? applicable to Lodges like your own ? Undoubtedly,
9612. Do you not think, considering the great saving Friendly Societies are to the Government, they should
lave their rules registered free of charge? It struck me at the time the questions were asked ; I think the
tees should be reduced to a minimum if not altogether abolished.

Mr. William Walker sworn and examined :—
Mr. W. 9613. President.) What Society do you represent ? X am Past Grand Master of the Protestant Alliance of
W alter. Australasia.
5 Jonc'lSfa 961°ffice d° y.OU llol<:l uow ? Past Grcmd Master,
> 08
5 * ** 9615. How long is it since you held the office ? I was elected in 1879 and 1880.
' 9616. You are still a member of the Society ? Yes.
9617. Have you ex2)ressed a wish to be examined here ? Yes.
9618. On what point? That the registered laws are not being acted up to.
9619. Will you describe how? The laws distinctly state we should divide the Order into Districts ; I did
so, and got the opinion of the Registrar that this division was the only legal and binding one, and thev
denied it all.
"
9620. Has there been any misappropriation of money? Yes, several of them.
9621. But we must have some specific statement made 1 The first was when I was first elected, and was by
the Grand Secretary, about £276.
' '
1
9622. What was the Grand Secretary's name ? John Bibb.
9623. Is lie still employed in the public service? Yes, and the Society got all tlie money.
9624. He made tlie amount good ? As far as we found out then.
9625. Have there been any discrepancies in the amounts since? I think so, but they refused to go hy the
laws and go over the accounts with me.
9626. You are speaking of the Grand Lodge officers? Yes.
9627. Wliat action was taken by the Grand Lodge to compel Mr. Bibb to disgorge this money ? I think we
sent him a lawyers letter and gave liirn notice that we should take criminal proceedings, and we "ot it in
tliree or four different payments.
9628. Did you have any difficulty in the inquiry? Tlie Auditors had to go through tlie books a-min. I
saw that the balance-sheet could not be correct, as it stated that the amount due by Lodges to the Grand
Lodge was £530, which was impossible (Report of Annual Meeting, March 5, 1879).
9629. You knew that amount must be wrong ? Yes, or three-fourths of the Lodges must be unfinancial:
so we bad the Auditor go through the books again,
9630. And what was the result of that inquiry ? That about £276 was wroim.
9631. And was that amount refunded by Mr. Bibb ? Yes.
°
9632. Were there any other defalcations in connection with the Grand Lodge or private Lodges ?
Several
in the private Lodges.
c
9633
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0633. Can you name any of them ? Well, in No. 25 I heard say their Secretary was wrong ; I went and
Mr. W.
Walker.
saw tliat the ledger was kept in pencil.
9634. During tlie time you were a Grand Lodge officer a communication was made to you that the
5 June, 1882.
Secretary of No. 25 had embezzled some of its money 1 Yes.
9635. And you paid several visits and found he kept the ledger in pencil ? Yes.
9636. Do you know what the amount was ? From memory I think I have heard them say something over
.£150 ; hut I also heard it was nearly £300 ; but they discovered £150, I think.
9637. Was that money made good 1 Not that I have heard of.
9638. What action was taken by the Grand or subordinate Lodge to compel him to pay! The Grand
Lodge did not interfere; I was there once or twice ; one man brought up his book, which stated he had
paid a guinea, and he had put it down 10s.; the Secretary paid the 11s. at once; the lawyers advised them
not to go to law, as the books wore kept so badly.
9639. Is there any other Lodge you know of ? I think there were several Lodges which did not come
under my notice.
9640. Do you know where the officers reside who it is alleged made away with these moneys? No, I
could not; I heard one was in the Harbours and Rivers Department j the other one 1 believe is in Sydney
as 1 saw him the other day.
9641. What amount of funds have you to your credit now after all these peculations that have taken place 1
I looked for the balance-sheet this morning but could not find it ? There is £4,398 in the Grand Lod<m in
the balance-sheet for 1881 ; the revenue for 1880 was £2,302 5s.
°
"'h* WElS cxPcnded il1 ihiit yeal’? £1,398 10s. 5d., showing an accumulated cash balance of
£2,999 15s. Id.
9643. Now you wish to bring under the notice of the Commission something else, do you not ? I take it
that money paid in is the property of the members and has to be invested in accordance with the Friendly
bocieties Act, winch in the 42nd clause is plain on the point that it shall not be in any joint stock company.
Now we have had something over £1,000 invested for years without interest in this manner. The Grand
Lodge has £279 in shares in the Hall, and the private Lodges have £1,257 invested in the same way
contrary to this clause.
J
9644. Wliat action did you take under that clause—did you bring it under the notice of the Registrar 1
aware tllat 1 did J 1 liave consulted him, but have been told I must consult my solicitor. °
.)04o. Have you objected to the investment of the money in this way ? I always did ; we were getting
b per cent sornc two years agOj and then it came clown to 4 if I recollect right
The witness retired and the Commission deliberated.
The examination of the witness was resumed.
9646. Will you read the answer you got to your objection to the Registrar in reference to the appropriation
of money for Ha l shares ? I did not put that before him in writing, but simply said the laws were ignored
®
'
We ignore the whole of tho registered laws.
9647. Have you anything further to add ? Well, if you do not go into the question that we totally ignore
the laws, I can have nothing further to do with the Commission,
9648. Have you anytliing to suggest to tlie Commission that might be of service in any future legislation ?
1 do not think there is sufficient care taken in appointing Secretaries and 'Treasurers, and that has led to the
accounts being in a disordered state.
9649. Do you approve of the present system of auditing the accounts 1 No, I do not.
9650. Do you thmk it would be a wise thing for the Government to appoint a professional Auditor? I
think so, and have suggested that there should be a permanent head to the Friendly Societies. The laws are
,
being ignored, and the Registrar says he cannot interfere.
1 S0upl-“f11yo1u imvc 1°oked through the Act and see he has not much power, and that the Act is
detective t Well, he says tlie laws are in accordance with tlie law.
9652. That is not an answer to my question—have you observed that the Act is defective? Not in any
particular; it goes into the main points,
J
Societies^ Oh noU
^ ^
P1’68611* shape is
for the good government of Friendly
96o4. Have you any suggestions to make? I have just to state distinctly that the registered laws of the
Society should be adhered to in every particular.
!!wL^fn
\n th°rireral “at0ter8/OUr hav° bro,1S,ll:' bef01'e th0 H«gistrar, did you make any specific
charge of misapplication of tlie funds ? No, I went into the laws.
9656 But did you point out specifically the particulars in which the laws had been disregarded ? No I
ao not trunk so.
°
9657. Then you simply applied to Inm for an interpretation of the law? I askedwhat steps should bo
taken if the laws were disregarded, and ho said he could not interfere-I must consult mysolicitor.
9008. You have placed no specific charge before the Registrar ? No.
9659. What year were you Grand Master ? 1879 and 1880.
'
9660. What year did the Lodges begin to invest their funds in shares ? Years before that.
9bbl. Mr. Abigail.] Were you a member when they commenced ? I think so
9662. When you were Grand Master did you point out that they were acting contrary to law? I think I
’ beCaUSer.he ^made wa« that they had already taken legal advice on it.
Not
aS BW
<1“l y°" '“'t h*™ to 'iS“ chc'J"“ f'Jr ** «"*»“ »' “V
<
9664.
9665.
9666.
9667.
9668.
9669.
9670.
9671.
9672.
9673.

But did you not have to sign all cheques for disbursements ? Yes.
Did you refuse to sign any cheques ? I never recollect doing it. *
H a cheque was produced with your signature ? I would be satisfied.
But you nrc satisfied you protested? Yes.
Are you a member of Grand Lodge now? According to law I am.
■
Do you hold the position and take your place at their meetings ? I do not <r0 to them
Were you deposed from your position? I was, illegally.
°
'
By vote of the Grand Lodge ? No.
How then ? By a band drawn together.
Is there any record on the minutes? Yes, I have it here
486—2 M

9674.

■ "Ct
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9674. YoU’ have never attended any of their meetings since 1

Oh yes.

967(5. And taken part in the proceedings ? I do not know ; T was at tlieannual meeting before last.
9676. In the matter of the misappropriation you referred to, where the amount was some ,■6270, was the
5 June, 1882, man. mentioned charged with misappropriating tlie funds 1 I think so ; he was to execute a mortgage.
9677. As an officer of the Order, when you became cognizant of this misappropriation you suppressed it!
All the members knew it.
9678. Yon suppressed it from your reports ? Yes,
9679. So you were a party to the suppression of a felony! The law says if he docs not pay, it is a
felony ; but if be does pay, there is an end to it.
9680. Where does the law say that! It is rule 182 of our Society’s rules,
9681. And you acted upon that law 1 Yes.
9682. And he refunded the money 1 In one instance; therewere several other acts.
9683. By the same man 1 I did not say that.
.
9684. Several other cases! Yes.
_
9685. Can you supply the Commission with the names of the parties ? Some Lodges at the outsides of the
town I know.
'
9686. Are they of recent date ? May be a year.
9687. And have you taken any action to bring them under anybody’s notice 1 Most decidedly not.
9688. Why! Because I wanted to see whether these were the laws, and now I am told they arc not the laws.
9689. But must that not be in opposition to all laws! Well if they do not pay after we have called upon
them to do so. He asked for time and we gave it to him.
9690. Is this act you are now taking the result of any personal feeling? Hot that I know of; I laid it
before the Registrar in February, 1881.
9691. When were you deposed from your office 1 In September, 1880.
9692. The President of your Society when under examination referred to a previous President who had
been suspended, and said the cause of the suspension was drunkenness (qu.$slion 4873); does that refer to
you 1 No.
9693. Has there been any other President suspended 1 No, not that I am aware of.
9694- And did the Executive take any proceedings against you for the recovery of property ? Yes.
9695. And they succeeded, did they not ? Yes, but they did not get the collar j I refused to give the
collar up.
_
9696. Then you acted in opposition to the order of the Court? No, I paid the money.
9697. You paid the value of the collar? Yes.
9698. Then they virtually did succeed ? Yes ; they swore it was their property.
9699. Is there any portion of the Act which prohibits Lodges investing their funds? Yes, clause 42.
9700. Hoes that do so ? Yes, in joint stock companies.
9701. And with the knowledge that the Society was doing an illegal act, you did not bring it specifically
under the notice of the Registrar by laying a charge against them ? I told him the laws were totally
ignored.
_
_ _
9702. Did you tell him they had invested their funds in opposition to the Friendly Societies Act ? I could
not say whether I did or not, but I believe I did.
9703. Mr. Orepilk.] You spoke of a deficiency of £276 in tho accounts of a certain Secretary? Yes.
9704. Were you the firat to point out that deficiency ? I said when we were at Newcastle that I would
stake my existence that the balance-sheet was not correct.
9705. At the time you pointed it out had the balance-sheet been examined, submitted to the members, and
generally received ? No, it was submitted to the Auditors and signed by them.
9706. At the time you pointed out the error had it been audited ? yes.
9707. Submitted to the Council ? Yes.
9708. And to the members generally? Oh no.
9709. But submitted to the Council and received as correct ? Yes.
9710. And issued to the members as correct ? Yes.
'
_
9711. What steps were taken by the Council when you pointed out the error? We did nothing at all.
We came back to Sydney, when the Executive took it in hand ; we had the hooks re-audited, and went
tlirough all these balance-sheets and found this deficiency.
9712. Then the audit for practical purposes was worse than useless 1 Yes, of course; it was not worth a
half-penny.
9713. Were the Auditors paid for the audit ? Yes.
9714. Can you tell what they were paid ? £2 2s. ; £1 Is. each.
9715. Were they members of the Society or independent of it ? Members of the Society.
9716. Has it come to your knowledge that other audits have been performed in an equally neglectful
manner? Yes, in connection with subordinate Lodges.
9717. Do you draw from that the deduction that the men who generally audit these accounts do it in an
insufficient or a neglectful manner ? They are not competent.
9718. Under these circumstances, do you not consider it would be right for the Government themselves to
have these accounts audited ? Yes.
9719. You spoke of another instance, Lodge No. 25, in which there was a deficiency of from £150 to £300 ?
I heard so in the Lodge.
_
9720. Did it come under your own notice that the entries in the ledger were written in pencil ? Yes.
9721. And were they in pencil at the time the Auditors examined tlie accounts? They never examined
that book. He never brought to light the rough waste-book, or we could have perceived the receipts each
evening.
_
9722. You say that the Auditore did not examine the ledger? In that particular Lodge—they stated so
to me,
9723. When did they state so to you? In the Lodge, in my presence.
9724. At the time you examined the ledger, was that after the audit had taken place ? Yes.
9725. In that instance also were the Auditors paid ? I should think so.
.
9726. Is it within your knowledge that either of tho Auditors who signed the balance-sheets has been again
employed
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employed by the Society 1 No, I think not: fresh Auditors were elected : they were employed at the special
W*
audit.
Walkor9727. Do you think tho manner in which these audits have taken place is a sample of the manner in which 5 June' 1882
the accounts generally are audited? In nine cases out of ten. When I was Grand Master I used to visit
’
many of the Lodges, and always had a look at tlie books; many of the Secretaries are totally unlit and the
Auditors are the same, but there is pay attached to it.
9728. You complain that there has been an unlawful investment of the funds of the Order generally; when
that investment took place did you raise any objection to it ? No, T was not in the Grand Council when it
first took place.
9729. Did you raise your voice against it at the. time the investment was made? I did in the subordinate
Lodge.
9730. But you were not a member of the Council ? No, I do not think so, but I was a member of the
Order.
.
9731. To whom was your protest given? It was given in several of the Lodges I visited.
9732. Will you state, as shortly as you can, where tho investment transgresses tlie law ? Because it is a
joint-stock company.
9733. Tfien it was on that ground you protested? Yes.
9734. Are you aware that before the Lodges invested their money that way they took a legal opinion as to
the propriety of it ? No.
■
97 35. Have you ever heard that such was the case 1 When I mentioned it in Grand Council 1 was
met by tlie assertion tliat advice had been taken.
9736. And that they were justified in so investing their funds? So they said.
9737. Did you hear the name of the counsel who gave the opinion ; do you know who was stated to have
taken the opinion ? No.
9738. But the opinion was taken hy whom ? I think the Trustees said they had done so.
9739. Then if tliat be correct, the Trustees acted under legal advice in doing that? Yes, if that be correct.
9740. Mr, UoHswortk] If a wrong is done in your Society, is not some provision made to remedy that
wrong? Yes.
’
9741. Did you adopt that course? I did in reference to tlie case of tlie Grand Secretary.
9742. Mr. ishtiu'e.] You say that the whole of your rules are ignored 1 Yes.
9743. By whom? By the Executive.
9744. Your Society was formed as a Benefit Society ? Yes.
9745. Do they not carry out the benefits? Not according to law.
9746. What particular law do they violate? It says the money shall be divided pro rata for the Euncral
Fund, and each District shall take its own. Tliat is not dono.
9747. Is there any means of moving the members by a meeting ? I took Mr. Darley's opinion once.
9748. But I mean in your own Society, cannot tlie members be called together to protest against it? They
do not interfere—they think it useless.
^
9749. Then at that rate membei's must be aware of the fact and agree to it? No, that is not a fair
conclusion.
9750. Is there any means of the general body moving its officers, supposing they violate the rules ? The
■
general body could dismiss them, but they are scattered all over the country, and you could not get them here.
9751. You have a great number of Lodges in Sydney, have you not? Yes.
9752. Could they not do the work ? It would not be a meeting of the Society. Some yeai-s ago we called
a meeting, and there was like a ministerial side and an opposition side, and three or four of lis went to
expense. Mr. Brown laid the case before Mr. Darley ; and it cost me .£6 8s. 6d., and I was not inclined
to do any more.
'
9753. But this alleged misappropriation of funds, was that legal of the governing body ? I think not.
9754. Your officers were in charge of this great amount of money for a certain purpose? I think so.
9755. And it was not till years afterwards it was found out ? Oh yes. a great number of us have been
kicking up a noise about it for years.
9756. But was it done by consent of the majority of members ? Oh no.
9757. Then the Grand Council did it on their own account? I think the Executive did it
9758. Have they not the means of calling in the money or disposing of it? I heard one of our Lodges had
twenty shares, and all that was offered was £5 for them.
9759. The fact is that a loan was granted by the former members of the executive body ? Not a loan.
9760. The present members disagree with them ? A great number do because there isno return.
9761. But as it was done by their own officers, and there was no protest, it isone of those matters that
must be taken for better or worse ? I do not see it.
9762. Mr. NevAaruI.] There are general meetings held every year? Yes.
9763. Is it not in the. province of any Lodge to bring any business forward at these meetings ? Yes.
9764. Have you ever moved your Lodge to bring this matter before tho annual meeting of members—this
misapplication of Lodge Funds? We called a monster meeting, and it ended so noisily that we went no
further.
9765. Did you ever cause a notice of motion to be sent to consider this question 2 I cannot say, but J know
it was carried in our Lodge that it was illegal, and advising the members to take it up.
9766. Has it ever been brought before the Executive? I have often mentioned it myself, and the reply
was that they had taken advice on tlie matter.
.
9767. What position did you hold on the Executive ? Grand Master.
9768. Aud by virtue of your office you could bring this forward ? Yes.
9769. Is it in the province of the Grand Master to sign cheques? Yes.
9770. And you refused to sign a cheque? I did once, but I do not remember what for.
'
9771. No money was used for this purpose while you were Grand Master? Not that I am aware of.
9772. Mr. Slade.'] Did any of the officers ever take action in the Courts by proceeding against the Trustees
about these investments ? No.
■
9773. Did it ever occur to you that the Friendly Societies Act gave every member the right to proceed
against the Trustees in a matter like that ? I was not aware of that, but how many of them could give the
time and expense ?
9774.
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9774. Are you not aware that the Act says any member of a Society may proceed against the Trustees ?

I

(jare ^

r^r; 42nd clause decides how the money maybe invested 1 Yes.
And could not any member have proceeded against the Trustees for investing in any other way than
that there described i I think so.
9777. You say that one of the officers who misappropriated the money entered into a book (say) only half
the amount received, and when discovered threw the balance on the table, and it was accepted I No, one
night when I was in No. 25,1 found the funds did not agree with the card of one of the members, and ho
gave the balance up.
■
■
9778. Mr. Gelding.] Have you a Lodge at Waverley ? Yes.
9779. Were you at the opening of that Lodge ? I do not think so.
9780. You are not aware that the first batch of members admitted underwent no medical examination ? I
' am not aware of it
The Commission then adjourned till Friday, 9 June.

5 June 1882
une,
.

FRIDAY, 9 JUNE, 1882.
JPrrernt:—

JOHN DAVIES,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GREYILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

Esq.,

C.M.G., M.P.,

Peesjdent.
F. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. R HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
E. J. E.UBIE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq,

[Prior to the arrival of the President the Chair was taken by Mr. Abigail,. who is designated
“ Chairman,’’]
•
Mr. Alfred John Pinel sworn and examined :—
Mr._
9781, Chairman.] What Society do you represent? Court Friendship Royal Foresters.
Pinel. 9702, What number of members have you 1 Nineteen.
9,JuneI882
Have you had a larger number ? There were some years ago about 120.
_
’
9784. Can you give us any reason why it is reduced to such a small number as nineteen ? I am a new
member, and cannot give the reason.
9785. Are you connected with a District? Yes, we are connected with the supreme Court.
■
9786. How much funds have you? None; we are just dissolving; it is our last meeting-night next
meeting.
9787. You are going to dissolve your Society and join other branch Courts ? Yes, by clearances.
9788. Can you tell us if any of your members entitled to benefits have failed to get them for any time past?
Not that I know of. All members clear on the books, if anything happens to them it is the supreme Court
which has to pay.
9789. But what about sickness ? We have to pay that.
9790. How do you pay that? We had funds till about a fortnight ago, but if we lose our funds the
supreme Court is supposed to pay the loss.
9791. Have you had any serious drain by way of sickness? Yes, wc have lately had throe at a time.
9792. What amount of contribution do you pay ? Is. a week, and Id. for the Widow and Orphan Fund.
9793. Does your experience go to prove that Is. a week has been enough to carry on the operations of your
Society ? It has till this last meeting or two.
.
9794. But the sickness you speak of has consumed the whole of your funds, surplus and all, and left you
without any means ? Yes.
,
9795. Have you any knowledge of a ease in connection with your Court where a member died, and the
widow being entitled to a funeral donation, failed to get it ? No.
9796. John Cox was the name? In my books going back to 1876 there is no such name.
9797. Is there any at an earlier date? No, not in my books.
9798. But in any case I understand you to say that the Court would not be responsible for funeral dona
tions? No, it is the District. Wc pay 2s. a quarter to the District for the funeral donation.
9799. What is the name of the District Secretary ? Mr. Hampton.
9800. I suppose if such a case had occurred he could give the particulars ? Yes, he would be the best
person to go to.
9801. To what do you attribute the falling off in your Court from 120 to nineteen members ? It was
before I went into the Court they began to fall off.
9802. How long have you been a member ? Three years.
9803. Have you studied the Friendly Societies Act? No.
9804. You are notin a position then to offer any opinion as to whether it answers the purposes for which it
was passed or not? So far as I know I think it does, but it is a wrong idea to have small Courts with
twenty or thirty members. Courts with fifty or sixty members can manage. That is the great fault of the
Societies.
9805. Then in your opinion small Courts or Lodges cannot Carry on satisfactorily and make due provision
for the liabilities ? It is impossible ; there are too many expenses attached to them.
'
9806. What is the particular expense attached to the working of small Lodges? Rent, stationery, and
quarterage to the supreme Court, Sick Fund, and doctor’s fees.
9807. What have yon been in the habit of paying the doctor? 4s, a member a quarter.
9808. And what do you pay the chemist? 3s.
9809. In your experience, has that amount of money gained to the members efficient medical attendance and
good medicines? Yes, so far as I know; we have a good doctor and a good chemist.
9810. Who is the doctor ? Dr. Belgrave.
9811.
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9811. Have you had any cases -where any of your members have been sponging on the funds of your
Hr.,
Society, by making themselves appear sick when they are not soi Ho.
A- 1 mo '
9812. You have had no complaints of the quality of the medicines ? Ho, not so far as I am aware.
9813. Have you-known any cases in connection with your Society or any other where misappropriation of® ^unCl
the funds has taken place by any of the officers 1 Ho.
9814. Have you had any disputes in connection with your Society among the members? Ho, not since I
belonged to the Society.
9815. And so far as this case of Cox’s is concerned you can give no information 1 Hone whatever.
9816. Mr, Nc\dan(J ~\ Has the Court any other books besides those you have ? I have not got them in my
possession.
9817. Are they in possession of the Lodge? I could not say.
9818. CTwiMOftcm.] How is it the books are not in your possession 1 I have them since 1870.
9819. Mr. Newland.~\ How long has the Court been established? I could not say.
9820. Mr. Gelding.] You have stated to the President that you think la a week is sufficient. On what
principle do you base that assertion, considering that your Lodge has not a penny to its good ? Is. a week
is plenty if there is a membership of fifty or sixty, but not in a small Lodge.
9821. To what do you attribute the dissolution of your Lodge? Because we have been unable to carry on,
and several members have left and gone bad on the books.
9822. Chfiirnian.] Do not the books disclose the addresses of the members ? Yes, but they have left.
9823. And altogether the Court is in a thoroughly disorganized state? Yes.
9824. Mr. Gelding.] Brought about by the fact of members leaving and no new ones joining ? Yes.
9825. Will the Grand Court grant clearances? They will.
9826. Free of cost? Ho we have half-a-crown to pay I believe.
9827. Where is your Lodge held ? At tlie Protestant Hall,
.
9828. What rent do you pay? 3s. a meeting night.
9829. Chairman.] To what do you attribute the want of attention on the part of the members ? Some of
the members would not bring new members in, they happening to be Roman Catholics, because the meetings
were held in the Protestant Hall; they would rather be seen coming out of somewhere else than the
Protestant Hall.
9830. The feeling was against the building and not the Society ? Yes.
9831. Do I understand that the supreme Court will grant clearances to members irrespective of their ages,
and that it is compulsory on other Courts to accept these members no matter how old theypnay be ? The
supreme Court is bound to take care of them.
9832. So the members can bo at no loss? Hone at all; if they are sick the supreme Court is bound to
take them,
1
Mr. Edward William Parsonage sworn and examined :—
9833. Chairman,] What Society do you represent ? The Independent Order of Oddfellows, Miller’s Point Parsonage!
Lodge.
.
9834. What position do you hold? Secretary.
9 June, 1582,
9835. What number of members have you ? By the last returns, forty-five financial and nine unfinanciol.
9836. How long have you held the position of Secretary ? I think about eighteen months.
9837. How long has the Lodge been established? Since January, 1879.
9838. What amount of funds have you now ? At the end of the year ,£112 5s. 4d.
9839. And what benefits do you give ? Sick benefits, £1 a week ; funeral benefits for males, £20, and
females, £10.
9840. Ho benefits for children ? Hone.
9841. And how is the Society managed? There are officers called the Hoble Grand, Vice-Grand, Treasurer,
and Secretary, with other subordinate offices.
9842. You have received a return to fill up? Yes.
9843. Has it come to your knowledge that any one of the officers of your Society has made away with any
of the funds? Ho, no further than our Treasurer had a certain amount of money in hand that he could not
]>ay when called upon. But the Society had a guarantee bond for nearly twice the amount, so we did not
lose anything.
9844. But nevertheless the Treasurer did abscond------? Ho, he did not abscond : when called upon he
could not give the money. He made a statement that when shifting he had lost some £20 out of his pocket.
9845. What was the amount he was found short? £36 odd.
9846. Did he give any explanation as to the other £16 ? Ho, not that I could say.
9847. Then did the Society take any steps against him ?■ We wrote to the Guarantee Society claiming the
amount, and we were advised to try and get it out of him, to give him as much time as possible; they could
have prosecuted him. The Lodge was not in any way at a loss.
9848. Did you call upon him to pay the amount? I believe the Trustees did.
9849. Did he do so? Ho.
■
9850. Has he done so yet ? Hot the whole, he has paid £25 odd. "
9851. Then you received the whole amount from the Guarantee Society? We have not done so yet, but
can whenever we call upon them.
9852. Did you take any legal steps to compel this man to pay the amount, or to punish him for misusing
the funds of the Society ? Ho, wc did not: we wrote to the G uarantee Society telling them this money was
deficient, and we had an interview with the Society, who said they would like to get out of him as much as
possible without prosecuting him.
9853. They were not particular about compounding a felony so long as they got the money ? I cannot say.
9854. They did not urge criminal proceedings? Ho.
9855. They advised you to get as much out of him as you could, and to take no steps ? They advised us to
get as much money as we could without taking proceedings.
9856. Is this man still a member of your Society? Still a member, but is imfinancial.
9857. But he is still a member of the Lodge? Yes.
9858. - You have taken no stops to expel him in any way whatever ? Ho.
9859.

"
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9859. Have you studied tlie Friendly Societies Act 1 No, I have not; in fact I have not got a copy.
9860. In your experience as Secretary of your Society, have you anything to suggest in the framing of a
un
g new Act for the general benefit of Friendly Societies? There is only one thing I should like to see done,
une’
‘ and that is that some uniform method could be adopted of keeping the books of Societies, as members are
now elected into an office and do not know how to proceed with keeping the books, and they are left in the
■ state their predecessor had left them, and they cannot work them up, I should like to see some idea get
about that Lodges could have some system of keeping tlie books.
9861. That the Government should adopt a form of book for all Societies? Tes, I think so, because when
Secretaries are appointed for only six months there may be a number of different ways of keeping the books.
9862. You find that the fact of different men keeping the books in different manners brings about a jumble
in the end ? Yes.
9863. Do you find the balance-sheets and audits are generally satisfactory? Yes.
9864. "Would you favour Government supervision in the way of an examiner of the accounts of Friendly
Societies ? I would have no objection to it.
9865'. Do you think it would be an advantage to have a competent man ? Yes, I do.
9866. Would you be in favour of a provision in any new Act that no Society should be permitted to start
without an actaarially based system of contributions ; that is, an amount fixed by calculation that would
render the Societies positively sound for any given time? Yes, I would.
9867. Mr. LangleyHas your Lodge received from the party who was a defaulter any security for the
money due to you ? Yes.
9868. In what shape ? A promissory note was given for the amount, indorsed by a gentleman of good
position in Sydney.
9869. Then that covers the whole of the deficiency ? Yes,
9870. If a statement has been made that any other portion of your funds has been made away with, is it
true ? No.
9871. Have not the whole of the funds been made good ? Yes.
9872. Mr. Bubie.'] Will that member be kept or expelled? If he does not meet his contribution by.the
end of the next quarter he will by the constitution fallout, being over twelve months in arrears.
9873. Then by tlie fact of his paying back this money you have condoned tlie offence of his keeping it? We
have not done anything in regard to the niember one way or another.
9874. You have not tried him in any way ? No.
9875. Was it found out at the annua) audit ? Yes.
9876. Was it discovered then how long it was since he was a defaulter? It was not many weeks, I think,
9877. Mr. Newland.'] Am I to understand that tlie Society had a guarantee fi-om a Guarantee Society ?
Yes.
9878. How was it they did not pay the amount? They would have paid the amount had we compelled
them, but of course the Lodge wished to try and help them as much as possible to get tlie money out of the
Treasurer, and they were still protected, and could force them at any time to pay the full amount.
9879. Would compulsion have been necessary ? No, I do not suppose it would if wc had called upon them
to pay tlie amount.
9880. Were they ever called upon to pay it ? No.
9881. President.] Wliat was the name of this defaulting member ? J. J. Horan.
9882. What action did you take to recover the money 1 We informed the Society that this amount was
deficient, and a deputation waited on them about it, and they advised us to assist them in getting the money
without taking legal proceedings.,
9883. But did the Society hold any investigation themselves ? The members of the Lodge did so,
’
9884. In open Lodge? 1 believe so, but would not be positive about it.
9885. You were not present at any investigation? Not that I remember.
9886. This is the only case of defalcation you know of? Yes.
9887. Do you take a guarantee from all your officers? From the Secretary and Treasurer of £50 each.
9888. There has been no complaint in reference to the nonpayment of sick pay? No, none whatever.
9889. Has tlie medical officer been paid regularly ? Yes.
9890. 'No complaint on bis part ? It may not have been paid at the time, the accounts being held over to
be audited.
9891. How often do you have an-audit ? Every six months.
9892. Then you do not pay the accounts until after they have been audited at the end of six months ? The
Finance Committee pass the accounts every quarter.
.
9893. Do you think a half-yearly audit is a sufficient security to the Society and its members? I think
quarterly audits would be better.
9894. In reference to the defaulting member, did the members accept the excuse of the loss of money?
They had to accept it—they could not do much else. They knew he had been moving, and his explanation
was that he had tins money in his hip pocket and had lost it.
.
9895. Did the members believe that statement? I think there were some doubtful about it.
9896. But they accepted it? Yes, they had to make tlie best of a bad job.
9897. Do you consider your Society in a sound financial state ? Yes.
9898. Able to meet all its liabilities? Yes, this term we have been adding greatly to our numbers and
finances too.
9899. What amount of money had you over and above all your charges last year ? The accounts were paid
up last year, and there was a balance to the credit of the Lodge of £112.
9900. You cannot tell the Commission that was over and above on last year's operations? No, I cannot.
9901. Still it was sufficient and left a balance ? Yes.
,
9902. Have you anything to add to your evidence ?, I do not know of anything.
9903. Mr. Abigail.] Is the contribution you pay fixed by the advice of any actuary ? I could not say ; our
Lodge was instituted by warrant from the Grand Lodge of Victoria, and the amount of contribution is
fixed in the constitution.

Mr. E. W.
Parsonage,

Mr.
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Mr. Jolm Smart sworn and examined :—
9904. President.'] What Society do you belong tol The Independent Order of Oddfellows, Ho. 12, Abou Mr. J. Smart.
Ben Adhen Lodge.
9905. Yon are the Secretary 1 Yes.
9 June, 1882,
9906. How long have you held the office 1 Eleven months.
9907. What is the financial position of your Society l Pretty fair just now.
'
9908. What is the amount of funds to your credit 1 £153 16s. 9cl
9909. What is the number of members 1 Fifty-three financial at the present time.
9910. How long has the Lodge been established ? Three years next August
9911. What had you over and above your expenses and liabilities last year ? £100 in the Bank.
9912. But what was the credit balance on the year 1 T forget the amount just now.
9913. You had a balance, had you? Yes.
9914. You do not know the amount? No, not the exact amount.
9915. But you brought forward £100? There was £136 altogether from tlie time we started till the end
of last year.
9916. Have you had any of the officers or members making away with the funds? Yes; the la
Secretary and Treasurer both.
9917. What were the names of these officers? Bernard Carroll, Treasurer; and William Anderson,
Secretary.
9918. What was the amount of their defalcations ? The Treasurer’s, £34 ; the Secretary’s we could not
exactly get at, but it was something like £8 or £9.
'
9919. And what steps did you take to recover these sums of money? They went to the Secretary and
.
Treasurer, and got £5 from the Secretary and £24 from the Treasurer, and a promissory note for £10 more
backed by Mr. Barnett in the Post Office, but both went insolvent before the note became due.
9920. - You took no steps to prosecute them ? No ; the Trustees went to the Guarantee Society, who
advised them to try and get what they could from them, as if they took it in hand they would show them
no mercy.
9921. Did the Guarantee Society make good the balance ? No ; we have not received any of it.
9922. Is it the intention of the Society to apply for the balance ? I did not know that they ought to
pay us.
9923; £24 you received from the Treasurer? Yes.
*
9924. Out of how much? £34. We have also received £3 7s. 6d. out of the insolvent estate of Mr.
Barnett.
.
9925. You have not applied for the balance ? No : I do not think we were aware that we could do so.
9926. Are you not aware that you could still recover from the Guarantee Office? I was not aware of it,
and I think the members are under the impression they could not.
9927. Have you, in consequence of these defalcations, had any inconvenience arise in the management of
your Society? None whatever.
9928. Has the medical officer been paid regularly ? I think so.
9929. How long after bis account is presented does payment take place? Not more than a few days.
9930. Do the members of your Society who are on the Sick Fund receive their pay regularly? Some of
'
them, but some who were on when the late Secretary was in office did not; he received the money and.put
it in his own pocket, but they have had the money since.
.
9931. No cause of complaint has arisen in that way? Yes, wc did not know that until this affair came out
9932. How often arc your accounts audited? Generally the balance-sheet every quarter; the regular
audit is half-yearly.
9933. And was the discovery made by the Auditors 1 No, some of the members had the idea things were
going wrong, and there was a special audit.
9934. Who were the special Auditors? Mr. Cannon the Grand Secretary and Mr. Perry.
9935. And was it from the audit that then took place that the disclosures were made ? Yes.
9936. And you consider the Society in a good financial position ? Yes, I think so.
9937. And able to meet all its liabilities ? Yes.
9938. All your members are subject to a medical examination before admission? Yes.
9939. You understand the Act, I presume? I am not very well up in it9940. You have read it? I have read a little of it, but have not studied it.
9941. Have you found any inconvenience in your Society arising from any defect inthe Act? No, I
do not think so.
.
9942. Your benefits are similar to those of other Societies ? Yes, but not so large as in some.
9943. What do you give ? 20s. a week sick pay.
9944. And funeral donation ? £20 for a man and £10 for a woman.
9945. A fixed sum ? Yes,
,
■
'
9946. It is not graduated according to the length of membership 1 No.
9947. And doctor and chemist? Yes.
'
9948. What are your contributions ? Is. 3d. a week,
9949. Covering everything ? Yes.
9950. Have you anything to suggest to the Commission that might be of some service in any future
legislation ? I do not know of anything at present.
9951. Jfr. Abigail.] You say you have not read much of the Friendly Societies Act? No, I have not
studied it.
9952. In clause 13 there is full provision made for the punishment of fraud in any of the members
withholding the moneys, and any two Justices may commit them for three months in gaol. Have you any
doubt that the two parties named come under that clause? 1 have no doubt of it.
9953. Did they come before tlie Lodge to answer those charges? The Treasurer appeared, but the
Secretary did not.
9954. Did the Treasurer make any excuse? No ; he said he had made away with the money to meet little
things that he owed.
9955. Is he still a member ? No, they were both expelled.
9956.
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Mr. J. Smart. 9950. "When the Guarantee Society told you that if the matter ■was left to them they would prosecute to
tlie utmost, did that exercise any influence in preventing the Lodge from taking steps f I do not know.
9 June, 1882. 9g.57_ J)j,l (,]le Trustees refer the matter to the higher Executives of the Order for'their opinion? I think
■
there was something, and that they came to the conclusion that as the Treasurer had promised to make
everything good and had given liis promissory note they were satisfied to do it in that way.
9958. As a member of a Society, do you think it beneficial that officers misappropriating the funds should
be let off in this way i No, I do not think so.
9959. You think it would have a salutary effect if they were punished ? Yes, I think it would be better.
9960. In connection with your Society, have you had any cases of members defrauding the funds by living
on them 2 Not that we have known of,
9961. Are your members generally satisfied with tlie medical attendance and medicines supplied? Yes, I
believe so.
9962. In serious cases they go to the Lodge doctor ? Yes.
.
9963. Who is the doctor ? Dr. Warren.
■
9964. Mr. Moldswortk] You took a certain sum of money and a promissory note representing the
deficiency? Yes.
9965. And you looked on that as a settlement of the claim? Yes.
9966. You considered that when you took that you exonerated the Guarantee Society ? I suppose that
was the idea.
•
J
9967. What Guarantee Society is it? I do not know; Mr. Smith is the Manager.
9968. Mr. Langley.} You stated that you believed this matter was referred to the executive officers? I
think there was something brought before them, but I am not sure.
9969. May I ask when? After the affair was found out I think it was.
■
9970. Are you sure of that? No; it was not referred to the Grand Lodge officers.
9971. When any doubt was thrown upon the integrity of these parties, did it come before the notice of
the Grand Lodge officers ? I think the Grand Master and Mr. Perry were the only persons who knew
of it.
9972. What steps were taken when it was first brought before the notice of the Grand Master ? I believe
a special audit was ordered.
9973. And was any reference made back to him about the result? I could not say.
9974. Do you not think, after a special audit was thus ordered, it was the duty .of the officers to report the
result to the Grand Master ? I am not very well up in the working of the Order, but I should think it
would have been desirable.
9975. Arc your officers at present under guarantees also ? Yes.
9976. Mr. Ruble.} Does your Lodge intend to apply for the balance to the Guarantee Society? I do not
know.
9977. Mr. Mewland.} What do you pay your doctor? 16s. a year.
9978. What salary do you pay the Secretary ? £10.
9979. And Treasurer? £2.
9980. President.} You have nothing further to add? Not that I. am aware of.
9981. Who was the Grand Master at the time you referred these cases to him ? Mr. Langley.
9982. Mr. Langley.} Were you a member of the Lodge when Mr. Audet was a member of it? No; he
never was a member of that Lodge.
The Commission then adjourned till Monday, 12th June,

MONDAY, 12 JUNE, 1882.
present:—

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., H.P., President.
JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
FRANCIS ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
P. R HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
E. J. R.UBIE, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.,
EDWARD GREYILLE, Esq.
Mr. William Harrison sworn and examined :—
Mr.
9983. Chairman.} You wish to give some evidence, I believe, Mr. Harrison? 1 am here because I want
W. Harrison, to give evidence in connection with the Protestant Alliance.
9984. Are you still a member of that Society? I. have not been for some time.
1 June, 1882, Qgg5_ To which Branch of the Protestant Alliance did you belong? . Lodge No. 25, Young Australia.
9986. How long is it since you were a member? By my own desire I ceased to be a member about two
and a half years ago ; but the Society after that thought fit to institute proceedings against me in the Police
Court, and recovered a verdict, for non-payment of dues, after my paying up and telling them that I should
not be a member until I was satisfied about a certain matter; after that they put the bailiffs into the
house.
9987. Did they recover the money ? No.
9988. What then was done ? There were no other proceedings.
9989. Did they take the bailiffs out ? Yes.
.
9990. What was the amount? About £3 9s. I declined paying any further into the Society, and they
sued me, after being one of its founders.
■
9991. Was it in consequence of any defalcations? Yes.
9992. In what way? I cannot give you any precise accomit. Tlie books were never put into my bands.
One evening the matter was brought before the meeting by the Secretary, who said it was a matter of two or
three hundred pounds. They called upon the late Secretary for an explanation, which lie refused to give,
saying
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saying lie had not got the books. I. insisted that there should be some satisfaction, as I found that there tvere
Mr.
some transactions unfit for a Friendly Society. One member said his money was not paid in according to
Harrison,
the books ; tlie Secretary threw down the money, and said he would pay it rather than make a bother. No ,
doubt, if tlie niemlier had died, the widow would not have had the benefit.
1-June, 1S82.
9993. Is that the only case? The past Secretary, Mr. Perrv, would be able to give you further particulars
on the matter.
'
1
9994. Was he the Secretary afterwards! Tic followed, and found out that some defalcations had taken
place.
9995. Were those complaints investigated! By the Society, as far as iny knowledge extended, at the
meeting. I wished to know how it was, and the matter was" to be put into the hands of a solicitor, but I
fancy that the whole error was that the money was not found missing by the Trustees and the Auditors. I
'
was informed that the Auditors took the books in pencil, and that the Secretary refused to give his pcncebook up. Any man would know that was not right. Of course I protested, and I paid I think 16s. 6d.,
and said that until the matter was thoroughly settled I should not be a member any more.
9996. Are you aware that any inquiry was made! I am not. I was told that some notice was taken of
it here. Some months ago I spoke of it to Mr. Farnell, and he told me if I wrote, the Commission would
be glad to hoar anything I had to say. My sole reason is that there should be safety, and that this should
not happen again.
9997. Do the Trustees give any guarantee! I think there was a small bond given by the Secretary, but I
do not think they came upon the bondsmen.
”
9998. Was there no guarantee from the Guarantee Office! I cannot exactly tell you.
9999. You are not aware whether there has been any subsequent inquiry since you left! Only from what
I have heard.
■
10000. Is the Secretary you speak of still a member of your Society 3 I do not know.
10001. Do you remember Ids name! Yes,
“
10002. Have you any objection to give it! I would rather not, if it is not absolutely required of mo. I
am not in a position to say that the Secretary took tlie money ; I only say that these defalcations took place,
and they were discovered apparently by the Secretary, Mr. Ferry.
10003. You are not prepared to say who made away with the money 1 Of course not.
10004. You say that as far as you know there was no inquiry made ! Not up to tlie time I left,
10005. Not by the Lodge ! I think they went to a solicitor. .1 thought they were bound to push the
matter, seeing that there had been negligence. It is patent that if Trustees and Auditors take books in
pencil there must be something wrong about it.
10006. Who were the Trustees! I do not know the names of all of them. I think Mr. Harie was one,
but I am not quite sure.
10007. Do you claim to be a member of the Society now! I do not according to the rules. T think this
matter of the books is worth the attention of the Commission. I was one of the founders of that LotVe.
I had paid in for a number of years ; they had had all my money and I had nothing, and at my a"c it is a
disadvantage to take a man back. If IJikcd to leave, why should they not let me?
°
10008. Were there others loft besides yon 1 There were several
10009. Was judgment obtained in any other cases 1 I think it was.
10010. Did you resign in writing! No, I told them the night I paid the 16s. Gd, that I should resign
unless the matter was thoroughly settled.
'
&
10011. You regarded it a hardship to be subjected to those proceedings
Decidedly.
10012. More particularly after having intimated that you desired to cease to be a member! Yes, I told
them it would be better for them to prosecute members who had robbed them, not members who did not
wish to remain in the Society.
10013. Do you disapprove of the provision in tlie Friendly Societies Act giving power to sue! Yes ; but
if a man is a debtor then he might be sued.
irim k'
^°U ^'saPProve
^10 present provision! Yes; I think it is quite against the friendly interest,
10015. I suppose you would favour the principle of a member twelve months in arrear beinw struck off?
Most decidedly.
10016, Mr. .Smi/Ji.J Was this matter of the defalcations cleared up before you left the Society? No; if it
had been I should have gone on paying my contributions.
10017, Then you left the Society in consequence of that? Yes.
10018. Arc you positive of the amount being about £200? No, I am not. I was told it was £200 or
upwards.
10019. Was that at a meeting? Yes, at a Lodge meeting.
10020. Was a report brought up ? I think a resolution was passed that the Trustees should go to a solicitor
about the recovery of the money.
10021. How did the meeting become aware that there was £200 deficient'! 1 think that the Secretary in
gomg through the books found that the working expenses, the sick payments, had been much greater, and
they had more in hand. He wondered how it occurred, and went through the books. In tlie pence-book
and the Treasurer’s book there were some payments in tlie one and not in the other.
10022. Then it was the Secretary or the Treasurer that discovered the defalcations 1 Yes.
10023. And he reported the matter to the Lodge ? Yes.
.
10024. Did they insist upon a special audit ? No, I think they simply gave instructions to the Trustees to get
a solicitor. After finding on two occasions that no steps were taken, I paid up, and objected to have any
further transactions with them until it was settled,
10025. With the exception of that was the Lodge in a financial condition! J cannot say that. The
members were taken in at a very great age at first, which was certainly against tlie Lodge. Afterwards
they-took a large number of young members. If tlie money bad been properly dealt with the Lod<ro would
have been in a financial state.
°
■
10026. Have you had the opportunity of contrasting the working of that Lodge with any other Friendly
society ? Yes, I belonged to another, and I think it is much more substantial.
10027', Are you a member of a Friendly Society at present? I am,
10028. What particular one ? The Ancient Order of Foresters.
486—2 N
10029.
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10029. How long have you belonged to it ? About twenty years—rather more.
10030. You were a member of that when you assisted in establishing the other ? I was.
10031. Was it established purely for benefit purposes'( Yes, as far as my knowledge was concerned. There
12 June, 18S2 ' was one man who acted as Chairman, nnd we worked the Society on those principles.
10032, Do you think it a wise thing that a man should be a member of two Societies? I think so.
10033. Do you not think it is open to lead to very great abuses ? Not if the officers do their duty.
10034. Have you ever found any instances ? Not in the two more than one. They are very rare.
10035. Ketuming to the Society in which these defalcations took place; did any of the other members leave
through that p I cannot tell you.
10036. Were there many others sued ? Several others as well as myself.
_
10037. Mr. Abigail.'] When you were sued, did you state to the Court the reasons why you left the Society?
They had a solicitor, and they would not hear my reasons. I took the rules that Ientered upon. Of course
I simply said that that was my defence.
10038. Do not the laws make it optional with the Society whether they shall erase the names of members
or not ? Unless in particular cases, it says they shall be erased.
_
10039, What was the date of that meeting when it came out that the ,£200 was deficient? About three
years ago last January.
_
_
.
10040. How long had you then been a member? About five or six years—since its foundation.
10041. Did you make any representations to the Registrar of Friendly Societies after that meeting ? No,
I did not.
10042. Are you conversant with the provisions of the Friendly Societies Act ? I have read them, hut I
cannot remember many of them.
...
...
10043, Do you know that in the 13th clause of the second part of the Act provision is made for dealing
with any cases of misappropriation of funds ? No.
_
10044. Did you take any steps to bring it under tlie notice of the Council ? No ; seeing that the Trustees
•were aware of it.
10045. You contented yourself with protesting in the Lodge on the nights when the inatter came up?
Yes, so far as it went.
_
10046. Who took and handled the money ? It was the Treasurer; I cannot tell you his name.
_
10047. Can you not remember the names of the Treasurer and the Trustees on that particular occasion?
No : I had been away in the country some four or five years; but my payments had been made and
sent in.
10048. In what month was that meeting ? In January or February.
10049. How was it disclosed that there was a deficiency? The Secretary finding that there had been more
sick pay than was shown on the books, wondered how it was.
10050. Did they bring up a balance-sheet ? No; it was not quarterly night.
10051. It was a statement by the Secretary that he had found out a certain thing shown by the books?
Yes; Mr. Perry wanted to get out of it. There was a nomination for Secretary, and I strongly objected
to the former Secretary being appointed again.
10052. What was the name of the former Secretary? His name was Pettit.
_
10053. On that night you said you would not pay any more until it was cleared up ? Not on that night
There are usually meetings once a fortnight I left the book I had at the Police Court when they sued me,
or I could give you the date.
10054. Who sued you ? The Trustees, I suppose ; the Secretary represented them.
10055. Where are the meetings of this Society held ? At the Protestant Hall.
'
10056. How many members are connected with it? I cannot tell you that; about 150 members or more.
10057. Have you taken any active part in the working of the Foresters? Well, I have taken all the
offices.
_
_
10058. Would you favour, in any new Friendly Societies Act, having an officer appointed to examine their
accounts at given periods ? Not at given periods.
_
10059. At what periods? Periods not known to them. No Society ought to mind its hooks being
examined.
_
_
10060. Do you attach any importance to the sending in of annual returns? Yes, I think it is very
important.
10061. Would you inflict a penalty for non-fulfilment? Yes, I think some slight penalty should be inflicted.
10062. Are you in favour of the Registrar having the fees charged as at present? I almostforget. 1
think at one time I did have some objection to the fees; some I thought rather arbitrary.
10063. Are you in favour of the fees going into the pocket of the Registrar or into the public Treasury?
I think into the public Treasury.
10064. Mr. TIoldmonh. ] Did you know of this misappropriation from your own knowledge or from hear
say ? Hearsay in the Lodge.
10065. And after discussing the matter for two nights you paid up and resigned ? On the second night I
paid up and resigned conditionally.
10066. You were a founder of the Lodge? One of them.
10067. Yet you took no part in clearing up this matter, which was mere hearsay? I could not. The
Trustees were the parties. I could only urge upon them to do it.
10068. You say you paid up and resigned conditionally : then if you had thought fit a month after you
could have gone back and paid again ? Yes.
10069. Then you did not resign according to the Friendly Societies Act? I thought so.
10070. Did you think according to the ordinary principles of common sense that you had resigned ? Yes.
I thought according to the ordinary principles of common sense that if I refrained from paying my money
that would be quite sufficient.
10071. Have you not heard of men drawing large sums of money from Friendly Societies and then
resigning ? No, 1 have not.
10072. You took no means to try and remedy the matter you complained of? I did what I could. 1 stood
up against the re-election of the Secretary.
.
10073. Do you not think it would have been more just if you had stood to your post and tried to unravel
it? Yes, but when you are fighting it bv yourself they satisfy you by taking tlie matter out of your hands
'
'
10074,
Mr. W.
Hanison.
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Mr. _
10074. Mr. Langley.~\ How many weeks were you in arrear 1 About two and a half years.
W. Harrison.
10075. Are all the rules the same? I cannot tell you that. The various Lodges may differ a little.
10076. Are you aware that by the 14th rule it was compulsory that you should be expelled at tlie end of 12 June, 1882,
the thirty-ninth week ? I think from reading the rules that 1 was not a member after the expiration of
twelve months ; I considered then that 1 was expelled.
10077. Did you plead it in Court I I pleaded that word "shall” in Court. That was my defence.
10078. And although this Constitution is so clear the case went against you ? Yes, and they followed it up
by putting the bailiffs in.
10079. Do you think the Friendly Societies Act can be worth much if such a defence as that can be pleaded
and rejected? I do not see how it can be.
10080. You stated that you found the Foresters’ control over the books was different? Yes, from my
experience
10081. Do you consider that the control exercised by the Executive and their officers over the accounts is
sufficient to guarantee it ? A Government officer would bo a still further check upon them.
10082. Do you consider the control exercised by the Executive of the Foresters sufficient ? No, or I should
not advocate a Government officer.
10083. Arc you still a member of the Foresters? Yes, and I should be sorry to give them up.
.
10084. How7 long is it since you were sued for that amount? About three months ago.
10085. Do you think there was anything that could possibly vitiate such strong evidence as you gave in that
case ? No, I do not think so, seeing that the word “ shall” was so definite.
10086. Had you any other legal suit going on about then, in connection with anything? No, not just at the
time.
10087. Just prior to it ? I had a heavy lawsuit going on previous to that
10088. Mr. Rubie.~\ Am I to understand that you, having paid your subscriptions, the Lodge summoned you
for arrears ? Yes.
10089. And the reason you left was because of some defalcations that were brought forward ? Yes.
10090. Have you ever heard whether tlie Lodge prosecuted the matter? Only that I heard they saw a
solicitor, and I believe he said the matter had better drop, or that they could not recover the money.
10091. And tlie money was never recovered? Not to my knowledge. If a fair attempt liad been made I
should have been satisfied.
10092. And you have never heard that it was cleared up? No.
10093, Mr. Slade.'] Would you favour the recovery of as much from the members of the Society as they are
liable for before the name is removed from the books ? Yes. I would even go as far as six months.
10094. When you were sued for your arrears, was that before or after the other matters at the Supreme
Court ? After them.
10095. Have you any idea whether your view of the case was refused on account of any doubt of your
veracity? No, I have none.
'
10096. Can you tell upon what ground it was decided against you ? According to the Friendly Societies
Act.
10097. Mr. Gelding.] Did you belong to the medical branch ? No, I did not.
10098. Chairman.] You state that you w7ere summoned for £3 ? 1 think it was £3 9s.
10099. And you state that the contribution was Is, per week ? Yes, hot belonging to the medical branch.
10100. What do members pay who are in the medical branch ? That depends upon the cost of the
chemist.
10101. What was it when you were a member? About 5d. or 6d.

Mr. Joseph Townshend sworn and examined :—
10102, Chairman.] What Society are you a member of P Waratah Lodge, Order of Druids, at Eyde,
Mr. J,
10103. You have written to the Commission, asking to give evidence ? Yes.
Townshend,
10104. What is the evidence you wish to give ? I wish to state that about four years ago the Lodge was
"■'i.
established, and I found on the next meeting there was a sort of party. On the next Lodge night there 12 June, 1882,
was a bill for this party, and we decided to make it up by collection. The bill was paid by collection, to
the amount of £35 ; it was paid for in instalments. There were a few concerts, and members began to
come in with their fees. All at once it began to give way; some were bad on the books, and some were
taken to the Police Court for arrears of fees.
10105. Were you one of them ? No, I was not.
10106. What do you wish to tell the Commission ? About the last summonsing case, where tlie Jjodge
gained a verdict, and a member was put into gaol. The Grand Lodge paid this money, which they wished
us to pay, and we declined. They had a special steamer to instal officers.
10107. Did they make a demand P Yes.
10108. Did you pay it ? No. There was a dispute as to who should pay this. Some said the Grand
Secretary ; some said our Secretary ; and our Secretary said he must have £2 fordoing this.
10109. You complain of the charge of £35 for the formation of the Lodge? Yes.
10110. What funds have you got in your Lodge now ? 1 was Auditor on the 3lst January. We had
£71 12s. in the Bank.
10111. How many members have you ? We have had as high as sixty-four. At the present time there
are twenty-four.
10112. What is the average age of tlie twenty-four who are left ? I cannot say. Forty is the highest
they will take.
10113. What contribution do you pay ? 13d. a week.
10114. What benefit do you get? In sickness, £1 a week and the doctor.
10115. In ease of death ? That comes out of the District Funds.
10116. Mr. Abigail.] Who rendered the account of £35 ? That was the bill that came in.
10117. Prom whom ? From the District.
10118. Does that go to the District Funds, or is it divided among the officers ? 1 cannot tell you. We
get the hills, and wo are supposed to pay them.
10119.

586
284

ntriiNULi: societies act isquihy coiuiissioN—misutes or evidence.

Mr.
10110. Have you known any cases of misappropriation of funds in your Society? No. I charged a member
J, Townsend,
no^ giving me credit for 6s. 6d., but lie said I was correct. He left office about that time.
i10120, Have you known many cases of that kind ? No, only my own.
12 junojiBSA 10l2L jjave yOU ]mowu any caseg of members being sick, or shamming sick, to get the sick funds P Tcs,
there was a case. I was appointed sick visitor ; I found a brother sick, and the doctor declined to attend
him, and ho got Dr. Beattie from Parramatta to attend him; he wished to charge the Lodge and they
declined to pay it; after a little bother the members got up a concert and.paid it.
10122. Mr. Langley^ Were the arrears of those members who were put into gaol at Parramatta to go to
the Lodge or to the District ? To the Lodge.
.
10123. Mr. Gelding^ What wore the items iu the bill ? Gowns, beards, and acorns,
10124. What did the officers charge for going up to open that Lodge ? It cost £3 for a special steamer.
10125. And the majority of the hill simply appertained to the paraphernalia for opening tho Lodge ?
Yes.
10120. Did you think that amount excessive ? We did.
10127. Did you think you could do without those beards ? Yes.
.
10128. They did not enhance the stability of your Lodge—you could do as well without them as with
them ? Yes, we could,

Mr. John Watson sworn and examined:—
Mr.
10129. Chairman.'] You arc a chemist and druggist, Mr. Watson,.arc you not ?
J. Watson. 10130. And have been for many years P Por about thirty years in the Colony.

Yes, I am.
.
.
_
10131. Have you had large experience in connection with dispensing prescriptions for Friendly Societies ?
1 June, 1882. YeS) more or ]css during the whole of that time.
.
10132. Are you chemist for any of those Societies now ? Yes, for I think about fifteen of them. .
10133. What is tlie general average of prices paid per member in these Societies to the chemist? I
have just drawn up a little statement that will show you:—

Name of Lodge.

No, of forAmount
Quarter October 1,
Mem endea July
3881.
bers.
1, 18S1.

United Brothers’ Lodge, M.U. 500
Native Bose
.............. 162
Mariner's Best...
...
... 106
German Association ...
...
Court Boyal Oak
...............
Itoval Oak
..........................
Travellers’ Homo Lodge
...
Sons of Perseverance ...............
Wyckliffe Lodge
...
...
Excelsior
f<1
...
...
Herald Benefit Society
...
Loyal United Brothers
...
Neptune
...
...
...
Court Victoria..........................
Protestant Beuelit Society ...
Scandinavian ..........................

126
186
90
125
83
31
93

111
146
84.
52
26

Januarv 1,
1SS2.

£, B, a. £ 3. d. £ s.
61 9 0 56 11 0 49 0
4 10 9 8 15
6 14 3 S 1 0 8 14

d.

April 1,
1882,

£ s. d. £

Average per Member per Quarter,

s. a

0 54 11 0 221 11 0 M.U. 2s, 2$d. per Quarter.
0 14 12 6 27 18 3 M.U. le. Ijd. n
J>
0 8 13 6 32 3 3 O-.U.O. Is. 6d.
t>

3,1881. Dec. , 1881. Mar. 1,1832. Juncl, 1882.
17 10 23 12 5 19 15 2 23 3 0
19 6 17 18 2 18 4 0 19 18 4
10 6 7 2 8 5 3 0 6 12 0
14 0 11 19 5 10 17 0 8 15 8
19 0 10 1 3 14 3 0 12 7 6
7 monllis from Aus. 26,15M, W April 1,2BS3
11 0 10 n 16 0
7 5 0 ii 9 7 8 12 6 8 8 6
12 4 0 17 12 6 16 13 0 14 19 0
4 13 0 2 14 5 4 6 6 4 0 6
3 0 7 5 0 8 6 12 0 3 0 6
1 13 5 1 17 2 2 8 D 2 3 2
No list

Sept
17
16
7
13
14

Total for
12 months.

8
0
8
6
11
1 8

84
70
26
45
67

5

3s. 4ild.

»

0 R.F. Is. lOfcd. ii
2 GkU.O. Is. 5d. »
1 G.U.O. le. lOid.
3
9

3s. Bid.
about 6d.
2s. Id.
23 16 10
Is. 7-id.
35 15 7
2s. Id.
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17 13 9 It.F. Is. 81 d.
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The general average of tho fifteen Societies that I dispense for amounts to Is. 9d. per member per
quarter.
,
.
.
,
10134,. Do you think that is sufficient payment to ensure a proper dispensing of tho different prescrip
tions ? Yes.
10135. And it will pay tho chemist P It will pay him. There is no difference in the medicines I dispense
for tho Lodges, than if I dispensed for the Governor. I do not take them at so much per head. I enter
every prescription in my books, and extend them at the same price that I would charge to an ordinary
customer, giving them tiio advantage of prices a little less. The United Brothers Lodge I have put
down here at 500 members ; I think it averages' a little more than 500. I have taken the quarters
ending the 1st July and 1st October, 1881, and the quarters ending the 1st January and the 1st
April,'1882, making a year complete. Although there are 600 members, they are not all on. the sick
list. The amount lor the first quarter is £61 9s.; for the second quarter, £56 11s.; for the third, £49 ;
and for tlie fourth, £54 11s.; making a total of £22111s., and I allow them a discount of 33^ per
cent, off that. That total gives an average of 2s, 2id. per member per quarter. Next is the Native
Bose Lodge, with 162 members. I have had them only for throe quarters. For the first quarter,
ending on the 1st October, 1881, the amount charged was £4 10s. 9d. ; the second quarter it was
£8 15s.; and for the third quarter, £J4 12s. Gd.; making a total of £27 18s. 3d., or an average of
Is. l£d. per member per quarter. The Mariner’s Best Lodge has 106 members. Tlie amount charged
for the first quarter was £6 14s. 3d.; for the second, £8 Is. 6d.; for tho third, £8 14s,; and for the
fourth, £8 13s. Gd.; making a total of £32 3s. 3d., or an average of Is. Gd. per member per quarter.
The German Association lias 12G members, and its quarters are one month later. The charge for tlie first
quarter was £17 17s. lOd.; for the second, £23 12s. 5d. ; for the third, £19 15s. 2d.; and for the fourth,
£23 3s.; making a total of £84 8s. 5d., or an average of 3s. 4Id. That high rate is accounted for by tho
nature of the medicine their medical men prescribe. Then comes the Court Boyal Oak, with 186 members :
first quarter, £16 19s. Gd.; second, £17 ISs. 2d. ; third, £18 4s.; fourth, £19 18s. 4d.; total, £70;
average, Is. 10£d. The Boyal Oak has 90 members; first quarter, £7 10s. Gd.; second, £7 2s. Sd.;
third, £5 3s.; fourth, £6 12s.; total, £26 8s. 2d.; average, Is. 5d. Travellers Home Lodge. This Lodge
1 have dispensed for for the last thirty years, with the exception of ouc quarter; they have 125 members.
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The charge for the first quarter was £13 14s.; second, £1119s. 5d.; third, £10 17s.; fourth, £8 15s. 81;
total, £45 6s. Id.; average. Is. lOJd. Sons of Perseverance, 83 members: first quarter, £14 19s. Gd.;
second, £16 la. 3d.; third, £14 3s.; fourth, £12 7s. Gd.; total, £57 11s. 3d.; average, 3s.
The next is the Excelsior Lodge, which I have only had for the two last quarters, for which the 1
charges were £11 Os. lOd. and £11 16s., making a total of £22 16s. 10d., and an average of 2s. 5fd.
The next is the Herald Benefit Societjq 111 members: first quarter, £7 5s.; second, £11 9s. 7d. •
third, £8 12s. Gd.; fourth, £8 8s. Gd.; total, £35 15s. 7d.; average, Is. 6J.d. Loyal Lmted Brothers, 146
members: first quarter, £12 4s.; second, £17 12s. Gd.; third, £16 13s.; fourth, £14 19s.; total,
£61 8s. Gd.; average 2s. Id. Neptune Lodge, 84 members : first quarter, £4 13s.; second, £2 14s. 5d.;
third, £4 6s. Gd.; fourth, £4 Os. Gd.; total, £15 14s. 5d,; average, lid. The Wyckliffe Lodge I have
only had for seven months. There are 31 members, and their total charge amounts to £1 8s. 9d., making
an average of about Gd. each. Tho Court Victoria has 52 members. The charges were: first quarter,
£3 Os. 7d.; second, £5 Os. 8d.; third, £6 12s.; fourth, £3 Os. Gd.; total, £17 13s. 9d.; average, Is. S^d,
The last is the Protestant Benefit Society, 26 members: first quarter, £1 13s. od,; second, £L 17s. 2d.;
third, £2 8s, 5d.; fourth, £2 3s. 2d.; total, £8 8s. 2d.; average, Is. 7d. Taking the aggregate of the lot,
and dividing by the number of Lodges, that gives a general average of Is. lOd. per member per quarter.
10136. Do you prescribe for these Societies the same kind of drugs that you do for your private
customers P I do not keep two sorts.
10137. Ton dispense them just as they are prescribed ? dust as I would any private prescription.
10138, Do you frequently have to provide cod liver oil or quinine and other costly medicines ? Whatever
the doctor orders. Some of them prescribe quinine very freeljn
10139. Ton have no substitute for those drugs ? No.
10140. Have you heard anything to lead you to believe that many of the chemists do not faithfully
prescribo the medicines ordered ? I have heard it remarked.
10141. Have you had any personal knowledge of it ? I have not.
10142. What is the practice with regard to the members who come to you for a renewal of the prescrip
tions ? They must get an order for their renewal. They come with a prescription. I have my labels so
constructed that I can keep their prescription, and 1 copy the original on the label. I also furnish them
with slips or prescription papers with name of Lodge printed on each. Unless they have a fresh order
they cannot get the medicine repeated—unless they have them they do not get it. They have to supply
their own bottles.
10143. In addition to the members, you have their wives and children up to a certain age ? Yes.
10144. What has been the general average of sickness, as far as you know1, among members of Friendly
Societies, as compared with your private customers ? I cannot say—I have no mode of observation.
10145. You have not kept any statistics ? No ; I keep the books for a certain time—for some two or
three years.
10146. Then the payments you have indicated are quite sufficient to satisfy your wants? I am quite
satisfied.
'
10147. It leaves a profit, I presume ? It leaves a fair profit.
10148. Have you anything to suggest to the Commission ? I do not see that there is anything I can
suggest.
10149, And you have carried on this practice of charging tho ordinary prices to these Societies and
taking off a discount of one-third for a long time? Yes; 1 refuse to do it at so much a head. The
same charge is made for all Lodges.
10150. Mr. Smith.'] Do you not think that your position as a dispenser to such a number of Societies is
an advantage over that of a dispenser with only one or two ? Decidedly; but I do not depend upon the
Societies only.
""
‘
10151. And that enables you to take them at a low rate of profit ? I do not consider it a low rate. Out
of tho whole number I do not suppose in five years there is a remark made about my mode of dispensing.
10152. Mr. Abigail?\ Have you any doubt that other chemists can dispense at the same average prices
and get the same profit ? Most undoubtedly they can.
■ 10153. You possess no particular advantage over any other chemist ? I do not consider that I have.
10154. Some Societies call for tenders for their medicines ? They do.
10155. And the tender is at the rate of so much per head ? Frequently.
,10156. Is there any other form of tender ? I am not aware of any other form.
10157, You allow 33 j- percent.: have you known any other druggist to do it at a greater discount?
!No, I do not know’ that there is another druggist besides myself who does it on same terms.
10158. Then the usual way is to tender at so much per head ? I believe so.
10159. Do you think that fraught with so many objections that you would not entertain it ? I would
not do it,
10160. What is tlie highest rale you have heard of as being given at the rate of so much per head ? 1
have no way of knowing that.
10161. Is there reputed to he very keen competition in the trade for supplying these Societies ? I believe
there is, but I never ran after them ; they come after me generally.
101G2. Mr. Holdsworth.] Was that year an exceptionally healthy one? No.
10163. Is it a fair average year ? Yes.
101G4. Mr. Ruhie.] How’long have you continued this practice? For thirty years. The first Lodge I had
was the Travellers’ Home.
‘
^rrc^i
Hetcland.] During those thirty years have you ever heard that any of those members bad any
difficulty m getting their sick pay ? No, I have not, I believe on one occasion there was some defalca
tion, some twenty years ago, but it had nothing to do with me.
10166. Do you ever experience any difficulty in getting your money ? I never had any difficulty, I
always give them their own time, and they are always most punctual in coming up.
10167.. Mr. Sludei] Have any of the medical men complained that the medicines have not been faithfully
dispensed in other quarters ? Not particularly ; I have heard remarks.
10168. Would the substitution of other drugs be attended with danger ? It might retard the cure. For
instance, they frequently prescribe opium liniment. They prescribe quinine again. That makes it pretty
expensne. If they do not got it the pal ion t docs not "know’. On more than one occasion ttiev have
come to me with the prescription papers, and J sav, “ Wc do not dispense for this Lodge.” if they come
for it they pay for it.
10169

285
Mr"Watson,
urlB, 88 ‘

588
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

Mr.
Watson.
JunD,1882.

10169. In the course of your dispensing, have you noticed that members of Friendly Societies and their
families have been more troubled with venereal diseases than others ? No ; that is very rarely the case
indeed, I have drawn attention to a prescription coming in of a suspicious character. 1 have asked, “ Is
this person entitled to such a medicine?” and I lunc heard no more of it.
10170. Can you give ns any information as to the members of the trades which require the most medicine ?
No. I cannot tell you the trades of any.
10171. Mr. Qelding.\ I suppose you know that the majority of the members of these Societies are working
men with limited means—Do you not think that many of your averages are very high for them to pay out
of the funds—I suppose you know what they pay ? I do not. I simply supply medicines and nothing
else.
10172. What is your opinion of Friendly Societies dispensing their own medicines, such as the Odd
fellows ? I cannot say particularly. Traveller’s Home once broke off for one quarter, but came back to
me again, and they are highly satisfied with the mode of treatment. There is no difference made between
ordinary customers and Lodge patients, anti they are taken in rotation as they come.
10173. I suppose you are not aware, with regard to the United Brothers, that paying you leaves them with
only a few pounds in their hands every quarter ? 1 have no way of knowing that.
10174!. I assume that you are aware that people generally believe that if they go to a private chemist they
stand a better chance of getting good medicine ? J think they are better pleased.
10175. Although the medieino is quite as good as yours ? 1 cannot say. I have my doubts ; I have never
been behind their counter.
10176. They have as good a chance of obtaining medicine as yon have ? They ought to. But there is
oue thing that makes people like to come to a chemist; at the other places they have a certain num
ber of hours in the day, and the door is closed, after that time you cannot get any medicine ; I have been
told so.
10177. Mr. Langley.'] Do you find as a rule that medical men have a preference for private establishments
rather than public ones ? 1 think they are rather in favour of private ones.
10178. Is it not in your knowledge that medical men prefer certain places, and that some of them arc in
the habit of getting a discount ? I have heard that they do. I have been told of one medical man in
particular that he got 25 per cent. I have always declined.
10179. If that statement is correct, would not medical men prefer a private establishment to a public one
where they got no discount ? I do not think it; I believe they have greater confidence in a private
dispensary than in a public one.
10180. Do you not think it unwise to have a dispensary close at 9 or 10 o’clock at night? Most un
doubtedly ; if a person requires medicine he must have it. I have two assistauts who reside on the
premises.
10181. Chairman^] Ton have in these joint Societies 1,921 members—what would bo the average of their
families ? I have no idea.
10182. There would not be loss than (say) four in each family on an average—that would make 7,684 persons
in all ? Tes,
10183. And you received in that year £754 5s. 7d. from them ? Yes.
10184. It shows the amount covering the risk of so many persons ? Yes,

Mr. Arthur Bobins sworn and examined :—
Mr.
10185. Chairman,] You are Dispenser at the Oddfellows Dispensary, Manchester Unity f1 lam.
Babins, 10186. What is the greatest number of members you have to dispense for ? Something over 2,000.
10187. What is the average number of prescriptions made up daily ? I should say about seventy, take
me, 1882. ■[£, an the year round, every day, Sunday and all.
10188. Are the prescriptions of a similar class to those dispensed by a private chemist? Yes, wc
dispense for all the doctors in the city.
10189. No matter what medical man, so long as he is duly qualified ? That is the only restriction.
10190. Is the class of drugs dispensed by you equal or superior to those obtained in an ordinary
establishment ? It must be equal, because it is the best we can get.
10191, Quite equal to any to be got anywhere ? Quite ; we get it at the best houses.
10192, Do you import ? No, but we get original packages.
10193. Has the present system given general satisfaction to your members ? Yes, it has.
10194. Have you had any complaints from the members of the way in which prescriptions have been
dispensed ? 1 do not know of one ; none have reached me.
10195. How long have you held that position ? For four and a half years.
10196. What is the cost of your establishment, including drugs—the dispensing portion—the average per
year? It has been about 4s. Gd. per quarter, including drags and medical attendance.
10197. What proportion is paid to the medical officers? They get a stated salary, £250 a year each,
three of them.
10198. What is the cost of drugs alone? It ranges from £75 to £112 per quarter.
10199. Have you any assistant ? Yes, one assistant.
10200. What is the cost of your department ? I cannot say ; the departments are amalgamated.
10201. What are the salaries? I get £150, and the assistant gets £2 5s. per week.
10202. Do the patients have to provide their own bottles? Yes.
10203. Do you provide bandages and splints ? Ordinary bandages and splints.
10204. Have you had any complaints from the medical officers ? No; only one solitary exception.
10205. What was the nature of that? It was simply that the doctor did not know what he was
saying.
10206. No complaints as to the manner in which you dispense the prescriptions ? No. I could get
certificates from any of thorn any day.
10207. .Do you think it is more likely to give satisfaction to have a general dispensary than to have
medicine dispensed by private chemists ? Under some restrictions, 1 think it is.
10208.
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10208, Would it afford greater security to the members P 1 think so. We hare no benefit whatever to
Mr.
A. Robine.
reap by giving an inferior article.
10209. You are aware that certain chemists give large discounts ? I am aware of it.
,
10210. You are also aware that some take them at so much per bead P I am aware of it. I know of one 12 Ju“c’1882that takes Lodges rather low.
10211. Is it likely to give more satisfaction to the members to tender at so much per head ? I should
thmk not.
10212. Were you assistant to a chemist in town previously ? Not in Sydney. 1 was at the Hospital for
a little while.
'
10213. You know nothing of dispensing medicines for Friendly Societies in private establishments ?
10214. Mr. Abigail] Can your patients get medicine at all hours in urgent eases ? Yes.
10215. How long do you generally keep the members waiting for their medicines ? The longest time is
about an hour, I think.
10216. Is there comfortable provision made for them while waiting ? Yes.
10217. A place that is sheltered from the weather ? Yes.
10218. Have you known cases where the doctors have recommended a patient to go to the Institute in
preference to a private establishment ? 1 have heard of them.
10219. You get your drugs from Elliott Brothers ? Yes.
10220. Have you any instructions that you are to get the very best ? It is so stated in the laws.
10221. Are you in the habit of substituting one medicine for another? No. If we have not got it we
give an order on d. J. Watt & Co., and they get it there.
10222. What system is adopted in paying Mr. Watt? I believe ho charges the same as be would charge
to private persons, taking so much off.
10223. Are the prescriptions he dispenses generally satisfactory to the members ? I have beard no
eomplamt.
■
10224. Does he dispense many ? No, a very few.
10225. Is the Institute shut up during any hours in the day ? No, it is open from 9 to 9.
10226. Suppose there is a number of members waiting at 9,1 suppose you continue to dispense until
you have finished ? Yes.
10227. Mr. Greville.] Are the drugs you receive from Elliott Brothers the very best quality P Yes.
10228. Is any abatement made by them to the Institute ? I believe there is some. Mr. F. Elliott, ono
of the firm, prices the whole of our goods himself.
10229. From your experience you say tlie drugs are of the very best description ? They are the very
best we can get.
^
^
10230. Do the public outside the Institute ever come to you to have their prescriptions made up ? No.
10231.. Do you find the members object to go the Institute because it has a sort of eleemosynary character
about it? Some of them object; some would object to anything.
10232. Is the objection so great in some people’s minds that they prefer to go elsewhere ? I think not.
10233. Are all the members of your Institute bound to have their medicines made up at the Institute ?
No.
1
'
10234. What if they go elsewhere ? They have to pay.
1023o. Have you heard that some object so strongly to waiting that they prefer to take their prescriptions
elsewhere ? I have not heard of any.
10236. From your experience of prescriptious, do yon think that the officers of tho Institute prescribe
less expensive medicines than they would to private patients ? No, I think not. They have no restriction,
and it would not benefit them.
10237. Mr. Langley.] Do you mean that you have the best drugs in Sydney ? The best we can obtain in
Sydney.
10238. Have you ever tried anywhere else than Elliott Brothers ? No.
10239. Then how can you say ? It is really the best in Sydney. There is nowhere else to go to.
10240. Have yon ever heard of some medical men in Sydney almost making it a sine gua non that patients
should go to places where they import their own drugs P No, not in Sydney.
10241. Have you ever heard it anywhere else ? Yes.
‘
10242. Do you not think that private individuals who import their own drugs are in a better position to
supply first class drugs than those who are compelled to go to one house in Sydney and take what they
can get ? I think not. If they import them they must go to the same houses, and therefore tho drugs
must be the same.
10243. Are you not aware there are some specialties obtainable at private establishments before the
wholesale houses get them out ? I have not heard of them, but it is quite likely.
10244. Mr. Slade.] Is there any difference in the quality of the drugs made up by different houses ?
Many houses have a specialty.
10245. In applying to Elliott Brothers, do you specify the best kinds of the several drugs ? Yes.
10246. Is not the strength fixed by the Pharmaceutical Society ? Yes.
10247. So that a private firm could not get out different drugs to what Elliott Brothers do, except in the
ease of some specialty which other firms do not make ? You cannot get better drugs than those you get
from Elliott Brothers.
^
10248. Do you think customers could be more faithfully served in a private establishment P I do not
think they could.
10249. Has it come to your knowledge as a dispenser that diseases of a venereal character are frequent?
We do not do anything in that way.
"
10250. Mr. Gelding.] There is nothing connected with pauperism in the way you dispense your medicine?
I do not see how it could be. '
10251. With the exception of members finding their own bottles, they are treated the same as they would
he at a private chemist’s P Yes.
10252. And the labels are put on them, and they are put in paper and sealed P Not sealed. The only
difference is that wc write tlie prescription upon the label.
10253. And the packages you got from Elliott Brothers are unbroken, and hear the makers’ names upon
them ? Yes.
10254.

.
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10251'. Ton never substitute quassia for quinine ? "\Tc should get nothing by doing so.
qQ255. "What is prescribed is dispensed ? Yes.
10256. You never keep members waiting longer than you can help? AVc get them off quickly for our
own benefit.
10257. You believe that you dispense quite as quickly as private chemists do ? Quicker, 1 think.
10258. Chairman.'] How many prescriptions can you dispense in a day ? I have done 110 by myself.
10259. How many could you do with the help of your assistant? About 220 I suppose.
10260. Your assistant is competent? Yes.
10261. What has been the greatest rush you have had at anytime ? During the last epidemic of measles.
10202. What was the largest number? .1 do not remember.
10203. Can you tell what was the largest number you have had during any given quarter ? Something
over 7,0001 think.
■
102G4i. What convenience have you for people who are waiting to get their prescriptions dispensed? Tlie
dispensary is a room about 16 feet by 12 feet; there is a partition up one side, and there is a long settle
and a short settle.
10205, How many people can you accommodate in this place ? About a dozen to sit down. People often
leave their bottles and call again for them when they are made up.
10266. Has there been any complaint of people not being able to get their prescriptions dispensed ? I
have not heard of it. Of course at times people may have gone away -while something bad to bo made up.
If there is a decoction to make we tell them to call again.
10207. There has been no ease of urgency where persons complained of not being able to get the medicine ?
No, none whatever.
10268. Mr. Gelding.] Do you not think that 2s. 2|d. per quarter per head for drugs is very great? It
would be rather heavy.
10269. Mr. Neidand.] Has there been no complaint made by the medical gentlemen of being underpaid,
seeing that they arc paid under 6s. per annum ? They arc always complaining of that.
10270. Mr. Smith.] Do you manufacture your own pills ? Some of them.
.
10271. And the salves ? Now we do.
10272. And blistering ointments ? We purchase them—we do not make thorn.
10273. Do you use any patent medicines ? None whatever; we do not go beyond tlie Pharmacopoeia.
10274. Are they ever prescribed by the doctors ? No.
10275. Do you ever prescribe mineral waters ? No.
10276. Do you get them ? No.
10277. Chairman^] You stated that the medical men receive £250 a year: have you had any difficulty in
procuring good and qualified men at that salary? No; there are always several applying when there is
a vacancy.
"
10278. And as a rule you have been able to secure the services of good men ? Yes; wc bave a Bachelor
of Medicine, and a member of the Eoyal College of Surgeons. We have now Dr. Durham, Dr. Hankins,
and Dr, Norric as our medical men.

FRIDAY, 16 JUFE, 1882.

present:—

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P., President.
JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
JOHN GELDING, Esq,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P.,
E. GREYILLE, Esq, J.P,
P. E. HOLDSWOKTH, Esq,,
P. J, NEWLAND, Esq,
E. J. KUBIE, Esq, JOHN SLADE, Esq,
W, B. LANGLEY, Esq.
The following Progress Report was, after discussion, adopted :—

PROGRESS REPORT.
TO

the

Right Honoeaisj.e Lord Augustus Wii.ltaw Frederick Spencer Loetus, G-.C.B., G-.C.M.G,
&c., &c, Governor-iu-Chief of New South Wales.

May it please Your Excellency,—
The Commission appointed under the Groat Seal of the Colony of New South Wales to inquire
.
into and report upon the working of the Friendly Societies A.et of 1873 and the condition
and management of tho Societies registered thereunder, begs to submit the following
Progress Report:—
The Commission has, up to the present date, held fifty-two (52) sittings, at which eighty-one (81)
witnesses have been examined, a list of which is enclosed herewith. These witnesses include tho Registrar
of Friendly Societies, his assistant, the principal officers of the various executive heads of the different
Friendly Societies, as well as several officers of certain Branches, whose affairs, it appeared from the
evidence taken, required some investigation. There are also in the list a number of the medical gentle
men of the eity, whose experience in connection with the Societies makes their evidence upon the questions
submitted to them of a valuable character; as well as several of the representatives of a large number
of the Trade Societies of the Colony, and a number of other gentlemen, who it was understood were,
able to give the Commission some important information in reference to the questions laid before them.
Mr.
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Mr. M. A. Black ami Mr.Kichard Teecc, actuaries, of this city, have heen summoned to give evidence during
the present iveek, and it is anticipated that their evidence will be of a valuable character in showing the
principles upon which the financial bases of Friendly Societies ought to he constructed.
From the evidence which is submitted herewith it wall be seen that the financial position and
inodes of management of the different Societies have formed a considerable portion of the investigations
of the Commission, while in eases where a decline in funds has taken place it has been its object, as far
as possible, to ascertain the cause of that decline. The actuarial basis of the rates of contribution neces
sary to enable a Society with due economy to guarantee a certain rate of sick pay and funeral donations
to its members will receive due consideration at the hands of the Commission, when witnesses skilled in
such questions are before it. Some statistical information upon this subject has already been furnished
us by Mr. W. Barnett Smith, of Mmlgee, and it will he found in au appendix: to his evidence. The
desirableness of adopting a sliding scale of contributions, graduated according to the age of a member on
his entrance into a Society, lias been urged upon the Commission by several of the witnesses, and Mr.
Barnett Smith has furnished it with a scale, calculated by himself, which he says is suitable for this
purpose. This question will receive the careful attention of the Commission when it comes to prepare its
final report. Another important question which has received the attention of the Commission is that of
the most economical as well as most satisfactory method of enabling the disputes, which must arise in all
Societies, to be settled. The witnesses are nearly unanimous-in their opinion as to the impolicy of allow
ing these disputes to he the subject of investigation by the Law Courts of the Colony, a reference to
arbitration being recommended in nearly every instance. There is a very largo proportion of the witnesses
hitherto examined in favour of the appointment of a Board of Arbitration, to be composed of repre
sentatives of the leading Societies of a beneficiary character in New' South Males. As, however, the
Commission has not yet had an opportunity of deliberating upon this question, it is not at the present
time prepared to recommend the adoption of this or any other definite proposal. The questions of tho
suitability of the present Friendly Societies Act to the purposes for which it is intended, and of the mode
of its administration at the present time, have received careful attention, and it is more than probable
that in a subsequent report specific alterations in the Act itself, as well as in the method of its adminis
tration, will be recommended.
In reference to the information to he gained from the actuaries who may be examined, it is neces
sary to state that forms of returns have heen issued to the whole of the Societies in New South Males of
which the Commission has heen made aware, with the view of obtaining full particulars of their workings
for the past five years. A large number of these returns has heen sent hack filled in, and after classifi
cation will be submitted to an actuary for his report as to the soundness of the financial basis on which
the Societies are constructed.
In view of the peculiar character of the Societies in the Hunter Elver district, and of the number
of miners who are members thereof, it is intended to hold two or three meetings of the Commission at
Newcastle, with the object of ascertaining the necessity or otherwise of a special financial basis for
Societies composed, to such a large .extent, of persons employed in what is usually regarded as a somewhat
hazardous occupation.
Numerous cases of defalcation and fraud in various Societies have heen brought under the notice
of the Commission, and are now receiving careful attention at its hands. In one instance so glaring was
the fraud on the part of the Trustees that the Commission brought the inatter under the notice of the
Honorable the Attorney General, who has informed the President that he will cause immediate proceed
ings to he taken against the Trustees of the Society referred to.
Dated at Sydney on the 19th day of June, 1SS2.

LIST OF WITNESSES EXAMINED.
:DA'rf!i

NAnn.

ISS1.
Nov. 25 Mr. Alexander Oliver.
„ 28
Deo. 2
„
o
,, Edwin Lewis Scott.
„
9 ,, Edwin Schofield.
„ 12
,, John Gelding.
„ 16
t1
SJ
10
,, Alfred Lees Smith.

1SS2.

Jan. 9
„ 13
„ 16

,, Richard Cannon.
,, William Edward Langley.
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date.

name,

1882.
Jan. 20 Mr. M'illiam Edward Langley,
,, £0 ,, Philip .James JTewIand.
,,
23 ,, George Bretnatl.
,,
27 ,, TVilliam Barnett Smith.
,,
30 ,, Philip Bishy Holdsworth.
Feb.
3 ,, Charles Thomas Peirce.
ti
8 ,, Nathaniel-Pidgeon.
„
10 „ William Given Fox,
,i
U ,, John Hampton. ■
,,17 „ John Mitchell.
„
20 ,, Thomas Joseph Murray,
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LIST OF WITK ESSES—continued.
DATE.
1882.
Feb. 24
„ 27
„ 27
„ 27
Mar. 3
„
3
,,
c
„ 10
„ 10
,, 10
„ 13
„ 13
„ 17
„ 20
„ 20
„ 24
„ 27
„ 31
„ 31
April 3
„
3
„ 14
„ 14
„ 14
„
17
„ 17
„ 21
„ 21
„ 21

24
„ 24
„ 24
„ 28
„ 28
May 1
„
1

NAM B.

XAMK.

HATE.
1S82.

„

Mr. TLoiuns Joseph Murray.
i Jeremiah Crowley.
J 7 Wiu. Brady.
Edward Joseph Rubie.
John Andrew Kean.
Henry Massey Makinson.
John Hugh Davies.
Arthur Walker.
George Gibson.
Mark Thomas Ronan.
John Francis M'Donald.
John Felix M'Crory.
Nil.
Mr. John Felix M'Crory.
.Tamos Robert M'Keown.
Thomas Cowlishaw.
Frederick Alexander Morgan.
1 Albert B. Fordham.
William Benton.
jj George Lucas.
j j Peter Forbes,
Robert Dixsnn Sippe.
George H. Green.
Otto Murer,
) ; James King.
William Dike,
7 Augustine A. Fitzpatrick.
M Thomas Forsyth.
James Root.
} 7 Stephen Maltarky.
7 i James King.
Thomas Percival.
7) George Lillie.
Thomas Forsyth.
Mrs. Ellen Mary Lawns.
,, Mary Ann Baker.

f

77

J)
77
77
77
>7
5>

if

77
77
7J
77
•7

5J
77
71
7>
77
>7

j

5
.T
8
8
S
8
12
12
12

15
15
15
19
19
19
22
22
22

26
26
29
29

June 2
77 2
77 2
2

ti
17

5
5

77
77
77

9

71
J!

9
9
12
12
12
12

Mr. P. Salmon.
7 Thomas Etherington.
77 Thomas Comber.
77 William Loverholm,
J 5 John Fitzhenry.
77 Frank Forsyth.
17 Samuel Withers.
11 Henry Collyer.
17 William James Way,
1 Lorimer Edward Rare us.
7 William Francis Davison,
71 James Joseph Donohoe.
17 George E. Fraser.
77 Frederick Wm. Rogers.
f 7 Levi Maidment.
77 William F. Davison.
77 William Henson.
77 James J, Donohoe.
' 71 James Sheehan.
7' Richard Charles Meade.
Dr. Andrew Houison.
77 Belgrave.
J Thomas James Pick bum.
! ’William Edward Warren.
77 Andrew John Brady.
Alfred Shewen.
Mr. Angus Cameron, M.P.
7 William Walker.
7 Alfred John Pinel.
77 Edward William Parsonage
#7 John Smart.
7 William Harrison.
• Joseph Townshend.
it John Watson.
71 Arthur Robins.

The Commission then adjourned until Monday, 19 June, 1S82.

MONBAT, 19 JUNE, 1882.

HJrtsent:—

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq., C.M.G.,

.TOHK GELDING-, Esq,
E. GREVILLE, Esq, J.P,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq,
JOHN SLADE, Esq,

M.P.,

Presidekt.

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
P. R. HOLDSWORTH, Esq,
E. J. RUBLE, Esq,

W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr. John Hampton sworn and examined :—
Mr.
10279. President] You are District Grand Secretary of the Order of Royal Foresters ?
J. Hampton. 10280. You have already heen examined before the Commission ? Yes.
10281. Have you any knowledge of a man of the name of John Cox ? Yes.

19 June, 18S2.10282. Who was formerly a member of Court Friendship Royal Foresters P

Yes.

Yes.
_

10283. Could you tell us why his widow did not receive the funeral donation ? Yes, they did not receive
the funeral donation because they had not complied with the rules of the Order; they were suspended
from all benefits.
■
_
10284!. Was he not financial at the time of his death ? I do not know; I believe he was, but I am not
in a position to tell.
10285. Do you know that he received sick pay to the day of his death ? That I do not know, but I
believe he did,
_
10286. But would not a member who was suspended from all the benefits of a Society be suspended from
sick pay ? Certainly not. I think, Mr. President, I had better make a statement, and then I will answer
any questions that may be put to me upon it. In 1875 tho Society of Royal Foresters amended its rules,
had a revision of the rules; slips of these rules were prepared by the printer and delivered to every
Branch in the Order, amongst them Court Friendship, They had a certain time allowed them to consider
these rules, and when this time had elapsed, Court Friendship requested further time, which was granted ;
at the expiration of this second period to consider these rules they requested a further time, but the
ma jority of delegates of the various Branches considered the Court had had equal time to consider the
rules that they had, and refused to grant any further extension, and came to tlie decision of immediately
considering the rules. At the next meeting of the District, on the financial night when we met to receive
the fees from the various Branches for the Funeral Fund, on the name of Court Friendship being called
out, the representatives of that Court stated that tlie members of the Court had come to the conclusion
not to pay any more quarterage to the District, in consequence of the indignities which they considered had
been heaped upon them in not allowing them further time to consider these rules. This being only a verbal
message the Supreme Court refused to take it,and directed me as Supreme Secretary to write to the President
of the Court, informing-him of the statement that had been made by their representatives, and requesting
that a special meeting should he called of the whole body—there being 100 members whose interests were
involved—before whom the case should be laid, and the result communicated to me. No communication was
received in reply to my letter. The meeting of the Supreme Court was adjourned for a reply to this letter, but
when the meeting was” held, I stated in the minutes that I had complied with the request of the meeting and
had sent a letter to which I received no reply. The Secretary of the Court who was one of the representatives
handed
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handed to me a copy of tho original resolution which had been passed, not to pay any more money until
Thlr.
they had received, what they considered justice from the Supreme Court. The District then directed •'■““leon
ine to write again requesting them to call another special meeting at w'hich the District officers should
jg^
attend. This X did, and the officers attended in accordance with the resolution, and remained at the
1
’
meeting till 12 o’cloclt at night, but no steps wore taken to rectify the misunderstanding. At the next
meeting of the Supreme Court the result of this meeting w-as reported; several resolutions were brought
forward with amendments, and it was resolved that in consequence of Court friendship not having paid up
all dues and demands, every member of the Court should be suspended from all benefits belonging to the
funeral fund. This was communicated by me iu a letter to the Court, and we had no connection with
them; they intended to carry on, on their own footing, but unfortunately for them they had not been on
their own footing but a few weeks when the Secretary’s wife died, and they had to pay the funeral
donation ; they paid part of this first one ; but then Mr. Cox died, and the friends of course made appli
cation to me as Supreme Secretary for the funeral donation. They not being in compliance with the
District the money was refused ; subsequently Mrs. Cox, through her solicitor, summoned me to the
District Court for the funeral money, but on the case being called before the Judge it was proved that
they were not a registered Society. The other Branches of the Society had registered themselves under
the new rules, but Court friendship having refused to adopt them was out of compliance, and was not
registered, and the case was dismissed at once with costs, which have never been paid to the Society, as Mrs.
Cox removed all her valuable property from her residence.
102S7. That is the only reason you can assign ? That is the proper reason.
1028S. But you are quite aware that up to the time of Cox’s death his'widow received sick pay? I
believe she did.
*
10289. And that ho was financial on the books of his Dodge ? Tes. I may say that the Brauchto which
he belonged is now defunct. They were afterwards registered, hut six weeks ago a letter was received
saying that after using all available means to raise their funds, their sickness had been so great that they
were compelled to dissolve.
,
10290. Has any other similar ease happened in connection with your District ? Hot one.
10291. Does it not seem a hardship to punish the widow and orphans because of a misunderstanding
which existed between the Court and the District ? It does not belong to us to pay; we do not
recognize individual members ; when a death takes place the Secretary sends the certificate of the death
of the member, and the money is paid to the Branch to which he belonged. If the Court had had suffi
cient funds it would have been their place to have paid it.
10292. Then the District permitted the widow'to suffer? The District Lad nothing to do with the Court,
because they had refused to make the payments which support the funeral fund.
10293. Are you aware that the widow- of the late Mr. Cox took steps to recover the sum of £25 ? I have
stated already that I had been summoned for that money.
10294'. And what position does the case stand in now ? Simply that the Court is not in existence.
10295. Do not all Courts vest their funds in the District Lodge for the purpose of paying these funeral
donations? Yes, quarterly—2s. per member.
10290. And simply because the Lodge and the officers failed to make the contributions this unfortunate
widow is left without receiving the donation ? It was done by resolution of tlie Court. ’They intended to
separate themselves from the District altogether, and by resolution had done so.
10297. What becomes of the members of the Court now' that it is defunct ? They are dispersed among the
various Branches.
10298. What status do they occupy in the various Branches ? A similar position to that they occupied in
their ow-n Lodge.
10299. Was Mr. Cox a party to this ? I do not think so ; I believe he was sick at the time.
'
10300. The fact of his illness would preclude him from being a party to the non-payment of the usual
contributions? Tes.
'
10301. And consequently made it a very great hardship to the widow ? It is a very great hardship to her.
10302. Is it not the intention of the District Lodge to pay the widow' ? We cannot, because they were
not in compliance at the time, though every step was taken by the District to bring them into compliance.
10303. You do not regard the case as an exceptional one ? I should think it w-as a very exceptional one,
because I have never known such a case occur before.
10304. Then would not that warrant the District Lodge in paying the money ? We could not pay it if
they were not in compliance.
10305. Seeing that the husband w-as financial and so sick as to be unable to he present at tho meeting
where the Lodge passed this resolution, and that death intervened, is tho widow- to be prevented
from obtaining her rights? If the Society of which he formed a part had had sufficient funds they would
have paid her out of their own funds, but tbey had not the money.
'
1030G. Do you know- howr long he bad been receiving sick pay prior to bis death ? Fully six months.
10307. He was an old member of the Society, was lie not ? About twelve years, I think ; indeed I think
I made him.
.
10308. For all you know he had been a good member ? He had been a fair member up to tliat time.
10309. Air. Sladel\ Howr many members do you say there were at the time ? There were upwards of a
hundred.
"
10310. And there w-erc two quarters due when they were suspended ? Ho, one quarter was due ; but
before they became attached to the District again two quarters elapsed.
10311- Did they pay up the arrears for the two quarters ? I am glad you have asked mo that question.
.
They never paid it up themselves, but one of the individual members of the Court made a cheque out
himself on purpose to enable the Branch to become in compliance, and he has never been paid that cheque
back again.
.
10312. But has the District received the twTo quarters’ levies ? They have.
10313. Mr. N<ncland.~\ Do you know whether the Court had carried a resolution not to pay their levies ?
Yes.
10314. Was it unanimous ? Unanimous.
10315. Seeing that your District had been paid the arrears and levies, do you not think they should have
paid this liability ? It is not what I think, but the resolution they came to not to pay it.
10310.
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10316. AHliougli Uiey bad received the levies ? They did not receive the levies from Brother Cox, who
J. Hampton. was ^eac[ aild wag I10(; a member.
10317. But you have received the levies up to the quarter of his death? Previous to the suspension of
WJu"e’l882, the Court. ' _
_
_
10318. And during the suspension ? ?7ot his levies.
10310. There were only one quarter’s levies due on Brother Cox ? There were two at the time.
10320, Jfr. Gcfc/wp.] J presume you reinstated the Lodge when the two quarters’ levies were paid? Tes.
10321. And did not that take all responsibility oil'any members who might have died during that period?
The members thought not.
10322. As a matter of justice do you not think it should have heen so? To, because they withdrew
themselves.
10323. "What was tho reason the Supreme Court would not pay the hack levies of this poor fellow that
died ? Because the Branch of which he was a member at the time he died did not belong to tlie
Society.
10324. Do you think that was right and just? I do not think you should ask me for my individual
opinion, and I refuse to answer a question as to my own opinion,
10325. Jfr. Langleyf\ May I aslc if at tho time Cox died you held in your possession any funds in the
shape of funeral moneys belonging to the Court to which he was attached ? Of course the rule states
that every Branch of the Order shall pay so much quarterly towards the Puncral Bund. The-Court he
had belonged to did so, and up to the time of their suspension they had received the benefits.
■
10326. At the time that Mr. Cox died had your Supreme body any money iu the shape of Funeral
Funds belonging to the Court to which he was attached? Kot specially.
10327. Was there an amount contributed to the credit of that Court at all ? I have already stated that
up to the time of the suspension they had paid all dues.
.
1032S. Then were there any funds to the credit of that Lodge ? Certainly not—not specially.
10329. Then you mix the whole of your moneys up ? Yes, certainly.
10330, When that Court was out of compliance'did you make any special arrangements that any claims
that had arisen between the two periods should be ignored ? They specially understood that if any claims
came upon us during the time of suspension they would not he paid.
'
10331. But after you admitted them did you stipulate that you would not pay any claim ? It was under
stood that it was not to be done.
10332. Did you then know that this, claim had arisen ? Most certainly.
10333. And by passing such a resolution as that, the widow was debarred from suing the Lodge or the
Supreme Court ? To, she was not debarred, but she did it.
10334. But as she lost the ease virtually she was debarred? She was, because the Branch had not
registered itself.
10335. May I ask if when they paid their last moneys prior to this they were not registered? They
were not.
10336. And yet yon took their money at that time? Tes. Prior to the revision of these rules one single
registration was sufficient for the whole body, but a now law had come into force whereby every Branch
had to be registered, aud their new rules had been accepted by the whole of the Society except Court
Friendship, and they refused to take them.
10337. Has there been anything done from that day to tins to compensate this widow for the moneys she
has been deprived of ? Tot that I am aware of.
10338. "Were these moneys subsequently paid in by that Lodge that would make up the amount of money
due to this widow ? To, it was not specially paid.
10339. But was sufficient money paid by them ? To, tbey never pay sufficient money—tbey only pay a
certain amount quarterly.
.
10340. FresiHentf\ "V\rerc tlie usual quarterly payments made ? Tes.
10341. Mr. LangleyCould you not have stipulated that the Lodge should pay all claims that bad been
incurred in the interval of their suspension before receiving them back ? "We told them we could not
pay them.
10342. Could you not bave stipulated that you would not take them back unless they discharged these
responsibilities? We did not think it was necessary.
10343. But could you not have done it ? I cannot think it was necessary when they came hack ; they
came back under the new rule.
10341-. Could they have forced you to take them back ? I think not.
10315. Then if they could not have forced you to do so, could you not have stipulated they must discharge
the claims accrued during the interval ? "When we took them back it was on the consideration that they
would have to abide by the laws of the Society.
10316. They then rejoined you on the same terms they went away upon ? Except that they went away
under the old laws, and came back under the revised laws.
10347. JT.r. Lf.oldsxcorth.'] Tour Funeral Fund is a General Fund? Tes,
1034S. Ton have nothing to do with individual members ? To.
10349. Ton do not keep a separate Lodge account for each Lodge ? Only the receipts.
10350. Ton do not open a ledger account? To, certainly not.
.
10351. It is a Be-iosuranee Fund then ? Tea, every member is registered on the Funeral Fund.
10352. The Courts re-insure their risks in your General Fund? Tes.
10353. This Court that you refer to rc-insured their claims up to a certain time, and then by a formal
resolution declined all connection with you ? Tes, they passed a resolution to pay their own funeral
money.
10354. And consequently they had no claim upon you ? Tot the least.
10355. Mr. Abigail.'] How many members were connected with the Lodge and were returned the quarter
prior to them declining to pay the amount? 1 do not know exactly, hut more than a hundred.
H1350. And at that time the Funeral Fund of the District was responsible for the debts for the whole of
these 100 members ? Tes.
10357. So as a matter of fact, if fifty of these members had died, then, you would have had to find the
motley to pay them ? We should.
1035S, So you were largely responsible to the individual members? To, not to individuals.
10359.
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Mr.
10359. If ill ft Secretary of a Lodge makes a demand, you do not pay tiio money out on that demand ? If
J. Hampton.
lie sends me the certificalo of death, and they are in compliance, they receive the benefit.
10300. So at that time there was a large credit due to the Lodge—the responsibility was due for ^ 19 June, 1SS2.
whole of the 100 members and their wives ? Yes.
'
303G1. "When the case was taken into the District Court against the'District, was it dismissed on the
merits of the case ? No.
10302. They were not entered into ? They were not entered into.
10303. You have stated that the District thought this was a hard case, but that in consequence of the
largeness of your operations you were compelled to take what, appeared to be harsh measures ? Yes.
10361. Mr. Smith.} The fact of a squabble going on between the Court and the District over the registra
tion of their laws deprived this man’s widow of tiio money P That was the excuse the Court made for not
paying the money.
10305. Is your District not responsible for tho funeral levies for each member for twelve months after
they give notice of cessation ? No, the law says that if they don’t pay up quarterly they and every
member shall be suspended from all benefils. No time at all is allowed.
10306. Is that the ground of your objection ? That is the ground. ,
10367. And did you raise that when the widow sued yon ? Yes,
1036S. That the Society was not registered ? No, certainly not; wo should not have troubled ourselves
about that.
10309. How long before Cox's death was the Society in good standing? He had never been out of good
standing until that time.
10370. Jluthow long before his death was it that they were out of compliance ? About four months, I
should think.
1037 L. Mr. Langley^ "Was this quarterage of Cox’s paid for the end of the quarter prior to the time he
died? No.
.

Mr. Biehard Teece sworn and examined:—
10372. President.} You are a member of the Institute of Actuaries ? I am not a member of the Mr. B. Teece.
Society.
10373. But you are an actuary ? Yes.
19 June, 18S2.
10374. A'ou are connected with the Australian Mutual Provident Society ? I am Chief Clerk in that
Society.
10375. Have you devoted any attention to the working of Friendly Societies ? Principally theoretically.
I have not been connected with the internal management of any of them.
10376. You have seen their by-laws and rules ? Yes.
.
10377. Yon know the amount of contributions paid and the benefits given in return ? Yea.
1037S. Have you given the financial basis of tho Societies any attention ? I have.
.
10379. Have you prepared any paper that you might furnish the Commission with—any audit ? I have
not done so; perhaps you would allow me to explain that some five years ago I was commissioned to write
some articles in the Press on the condition of the Societies iu this Colony, and I made application to the
Jtegistrar of Friendly Societies for the necessary information, but was informed that it was not accessible,
so all I could do was to take the contributions of two or three of them and compare them with the pro
mised benefits, and these I assume to be a fair index of the whole. I did not meet with any that in my
'
opinion had contributions sufficient to insure the benefits promised.
10380. Do you think that a Benefit Society providing for its members in ease of death £25, in the case of
the death of the wife of a member the sum of £10 or £15, and also providing sick pay for six months or a
.
guinea a week, reducing the amount to 10s. for the next six months, and to 5s. as a Superannuation
Irimd afterwards, to members who may be sick, together with medical attendance and medicine, not
only for the member and his wife, but also for the family up io the age of eighteen, do you think Is. or
Is. 3d. per week would be sufficient to insure all these benefits to its members ? That would depend
very much on the relative ages of the members in the Society.
103S1. At an average age (say) of thirty-six years ? I think not, possibly a contribution of that amount
might be sufficient to provide the pure benefits spoken of, hut tho element of medical attendance and cost
■of medicines is one that is scarcely susceptible of calculation.
10382. 1 may say that the cost of the medical benefits would be somewhere about 16s. per member per
annum, and about Os. for medicines? Then I am quite certain it would not be sufficient—Is. 3d. would
not.
*
10383. And you are quite satisfied a shilling would not be sufficient ? Decidedly.
.10384. What would be the cost in your opinion to insure payment to (say) 2,000 members of a funeral
■donation of £20, taking their average age at thirty-six ? J should not like to answer that now; but if the
Commission will state any specimen benefits concerning which they would like to have information, I shall
be happy to supply the rates 1 think necessaiy to provide them.
■
10385. I may say that it is the intention oE the Commission to refer the whole of tho statistical informa
tion wo have to yourself and Mr. Black, with the view of obtaining from you a joint report on the condi
tion of these Societies ; you would have no objeefion to undertake a task of that kind? Not the
slightest.
'
10380. And you would be prepared to work in conjunction with Mr. Black ? Certainly.
10387. IVhat could a man thirty-six years of age insure his life for a payment of £20 for at your office ?
'Well, we would not take a weekly payment, but T think, as far as 1 remember, it would come to 3d. or
4d. per week, because in our Society there arc, in the majority of instances, profits accruing that do not
accrue in a Friendly Society.
10388. In some Societies they have a graduated scale of donations, going in some instances as high as
£50 if the member remains in the Society for a certain period of rime ? But I presume he is supposed *
to pay an equivalent contribution and not the same as one who receives an uniform sum no matter what
time he dies.
■
10389. No, you are not correct in that ? Of course similar benefits are provided in ordinary insurance
offices, but the insured pays a contribution graduated to that benefit.
10390.
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Mr.K.Teece. 10390, What has been your experience of the mortality in Kew South Wales as compared with older
countries ? As far as the mortality among assured lives has been ascertained wc have found it very much
one,
. ]0Sg
parts 0f the world, so small indeed that I do not think it can continue at that rate ; it
is abnormally small.
10391. Have you found any great difference in the mortality among the different trades and callings of the
working classes ? Our experience has not been sufficient to be reliable in that particular, because we find
that those trades which are generally acknowledged to be the most hazardous and to tend most to shorten
life have with us been remarkably healthy ones, but I attribute that to the paucity of data with which wehave to deal.
10392. What are the trades and callings that you take exception to as having a tendency to shorten life ?
Notoriously, publicans ; and medical men are not good lives, plumbers, painters, and journeyman bakers,
stone-masons to some degree, and millers. The butchers arc everywhere regarded as bad lives, but they
have been the best lives we have bad in our Society.
10393. What is your opinion \\itli the principle being applied to Friendly Societies that there should be
a distinction made in regard to these occupations ? In some eases I think it should be done.
10394. Would you favour the principle of loading them ? I think so.
10395. Would you prohibit them from participating in the benefits derived ? No, I would not do that under
any circumstances.
1039G. Would you favour the view of graduating the payments and benefits to be given to persons of
these objectionable classes ? If there was a Society composed entirely of one class of occupation it should
certainly be done, and there would be no difficulty ; but if there is only a small clement of a particularly
hazardous calling I do not think it would be necessary to make any modification at all.
10397, I presume you favour the principle of encouraging the working classes and others in joining
together in this way ? Certainly I do ; I think every encouragement should be given to them.
1039S. And I presume you understand the object of the Commission is to ascertain the real position of
the Societies, and see that they are placed on a sound footing, so as to insure payments of the benefits
promised F Tes, I do.
10399. Has any one of the Societies to your knowledge become defunct or been unable to meet its
obligations P It has not come under my observation. I have never been consulted, and I do not know
of any other actuary who has : and as we have never had a return submitted to Parliament in accordance
with the Act, we cannot get information on the subject.
10400. What do you think is the proportionate mortality to the 1,000 among lives in New South Wales?
Among adult lives in our Society and among assured lives generally it has only been about eight. 1 do
not think it would be more than twelve or fourteen among adults.
10401. Tou have little knowledge of the sickness ? No.
104)02. Tou would know nothing of tlie working of Friendly Societies practically ? No, nothing
whatever,
10403. But you have always taken a lively interest in their success and prosperity ? Tes, I have given a
good deal of attention to the subject.
10404. I presume that if the statistical information—tlie returns that the Commission lias had procured—
are handed to you, you would bo able to furnish the Commission with an exhaustive report of the position
of the Societies ? Certainly, if the necessary data arc there,
10405. Seeing that wives of the members of the various Societies participate in the benefits, a funeral
donation of from £10 io £15 being given at their death, do you think it necessary for them to undergo a
medical examination ? I think it would be highly desirable.
10406. Touare aware tliat at present it is not the practice P ] believe not.
10407. Ton would not in your office, take a member and his wife on their joint lives unless both
underwent a medical examination ? Not exactly; but I believe there was a Society started here some
'
time ago which accepted members under these conditions, but it has disappeared for some time.
10408. But you think it is necessary they should undergo an examination ? I see no difference between
the case of a member and his wife; it is a question of degree only, a higher payment being given on the
deaih of a member than on the death of his wife.
10409. In order to ascertain the true average of the ages of members it would be necessary to obtain theage of each individual member? Tes; J presume every member’s age is given on entering a Lodge, so
that if the date of his entrance is known, it is an easy matter to obtain his present age.
10410. In order to get the information the Commission is anxious to get from you it will be necessary
to obtain information of that kind from the different Societies? yes, the number of members at
each age.
■
10411. Could you give the reason why it should he necessary to obtain the ages of the members in the
way you describe P All the information and experience wc have relating to sickness and death has been
collected in respect of the ages of fhe persons under observation. The amount of sickness or liability to
death of a number of persons will increase with the age, and we know therefore tliat the liability incurred
by a Society which has old members is larger than that of ono with young members who have been on
the books for corresponding periods of time; the liability to death is also affected by the period of time
the members have been on the books—the liability to die of a person who entered five years ago is greater than
tliat of one now entering at the same present age. In every Society the average vitality of members on
entering is very much greater than that of the general population, but after the lapse of five years it is nobetter.
After members have been in an Assurance Society for about five years they are no better lives than an
equal number picked indiscriminately out of the general population. To arrive at thoroughly reliable results
you would want to know, not only the ages of members at the present time, but also tlie ages at which
they entered. The Actuary attached to the Friendly Society’s office in New Zealand has found that the
Societies there show a rate of sickness much less than other standards. He attributes this to the recent
selections of members, and thinks that when they have attained to the average duration of the Manchester
Unity, they will show almost an equal amount of sickness. In Yicloria things have shown that the sickness
* is a little less than it is in England.
10412. Then it would be necessary to give you the number that have left tlie Society as well as those who
have joined ? That is not so important; there is a desire on the part of officers of the Societies to bring
■
forward this question as the one which is to set them right, but I do not think in an ordinary F’-iendly
Society
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"Society any actuary, either in this country or in England, will be found in favour of talcing this into Mr- B. Teece,
account in fixing the clement of contributions ; it has only been done in one Society in England, the Eoyal
Liver Society, but that is only a burial Society, and not a sick Society.
19 June, 1S82,
104X3. What would be a fair stand-by for a Society to have, supposing the members’ average ago was
thirty-six ? That would depend upon the age of tho Society, and the time for which the average of
members have belonged to it. Some might be solvent with £2 per head, and others insolvent with £10.
.
104*14'. A Society twenty years old ? 1 could not say that.
10415. Mr. Slttde.] Say a Society of 10,000 membera, paying 5Ss. per annum, and averaging thirty-six
years of age, could they pay a guinea per week and £20 at death ? I am sure they could not.
1041G. If a Society of such a number has done so of forty-five years, and has a large bank balance at
present time, to what would you attribute their present position ? That would not show whether their
position was solvent or insolvent.
10417. Do you not think forty-five years or a life and a half should be considered a proof of the sound
ness of the transactions of these Societies ? There is no proof, except an actuarial valuation.
1011S. Are you aware that in all cases the actuarial estimate of what these Societies should have has heen
sonic 200 per cent, more than really what they have existed upon ? I am not aware that it is so. A. Society
may exist a long time and still be in an insolvent position.
10410, Do you set any value at all on the experiences of these Societies ? In this Colony certainly, if
-collected. I mean the experience relating to the amount of sickness and tho number of deaths among
the members.
'
10420. Suppose a Society could not furnish to you any reason for the success of its operations but simply
a fact of forty-five years’ existence, and, having paid all these claims which you say are excessive, have met
nil their engagements honorably, and have large credits in the Bank, would you not take that us something
■
in favour of their system being sound ? No, I would not attach any importance to that. I need not say
that at the valuation of the Manchester Unity in England, in 1371, they had a fund of over three millions
sterling, and yet there was a deficiency of about a million and a quarter, and they are now making up
tliat deficiency.
10421. Are you aware that is not by an increase, but by a changed form of contribution ? No, I think it
is by an increase.
10422. Is it not rather a graduated subscription ? No, they have been graduated many years—I know
they were in 1853.
.
10423. Have you seer the calculations of the Ancient Order of Foresters ? No.
10424. Are you aware that these graduated contributions are optional? That I do not know. I know
there is no law to compel them to have graduated contributions.
10425. And are you aware that their rate of subscription is something like 50 per cent, less than what
Bateliffe says is necessary ? It may be ; if so, probably they are insolvent. The actuarial calculations
are based on the experience of the Societies themselves, and if sickness in the future is to bear any fair
proportion or relation to that in the past there can be no doubt abont the actuarial calculations. I could
understand it if an actuary followed tlie practice of taking assured lives, but if he used tables which
represent the experience of Societies themselves it cannot he far out.
10426. Do you wish us to understand that the tables used are those of Friendly Societies ? I know
they arc.
'
10427. "What should you consider the average age at which members die ? That will vary. If a man at
■a certain age—say a man at twenty—expects to live thirty years, or to the age of fiftj'j when he gets to
the age of twenty-five he expects to live beyond fifty, and so on. The expectation of life varies with every
year of life.
1042S. But the record you have kept—what does that come to ? I think our. average has been very low.
10429, "Would you tbink an average age of forty-seven and a’quarter at death showed a healthy rate
among the members ? Yes, if they entered at young ages I should think so.
10430. This extends over a number of 200 members and a period of forty-five years ? Well, the data
would be too small to base any reliable calculations on at all.
10431. Do you think the occupations of persons who join a Society make a difference in the liability ? If
you have a large number of members of a hazardous occupation to influence the whole it would, but if
they were only in small numbers I do not, think so.
10432. Is not the class so largely insured with you largely drawn from clerks and people of sedentary
■occupations ? No. We have a very large number of labourers and farmers, and graziers, and tradesmen
of all kinds.
10433 Do you not think the Friendly Societies arc much more largely recruited from the ranks of
working-men? Yes.
'
10434. Would not their occupation be largely in favour of their health, and thus render it necessary to
take less subscriptions from them ? No, I do not think so.
10435. What is your opinion of the Ancient Order of Foresters’ examination of candidates ? I think it
is sullicient, but 1 think you should have the family history a little more complete than that.
10136. Do you think diseases should be more specially mentioned than that? You want to know if the
parents or brothers or sisters have been subject to any hereditary diseases, hut I think almost an examina
tion by a conscientious examiner would be sufficient.
10437. Mr. Afctvland.'j When actuaries examine the tables of a Friendly Society, are they aware that
when a member dies the liability of the Society to his wife ceases ? If that were told them they would
value it so : they would not assume anything.
10433. You sec a member insures himself and his wife for certain sums payable at death, and if the wife
dies the member receives the assured sum, but if he dies first all further liability in respect to the wife
ceases ? Well, if an actuary were told that he would value it so.
10439. Are.you aware whether that fact has been taken into consideration ? He would not be much of
an actuary if he did not take it into consideration.
10440. Mr. Gelding^] I presume you have studied Eatcliffe’s tables, have you not ? I have.
10441. What is your opinion of them ? I think they arc the most reliable we have. I mean those con
tained in the Supplementary Eeport of 1872.
10442. I presume that you are aware that all the Manchester Unity men are subject to them at the present
time ? I do not know that.
10443.
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Mr. E. Teece. 10£43. Have you ever studied the difference between ihe amount of money paid and the amount of money
we pay here under our weekly contributions ? Ho, I do not think I have given much attention to
19 June, 1882. mapjng comparisons between them.
_
10444. Tou firmly believe in the sliding scale of system as put forth by him ? I should think any other
system very iniquitous.
_
.
_
•
10445. What extent of experience would you consider necessary to furnish actuaries with sufficient
information by which to work to bring forward a report? 1 think if the experience for ten years of the■
.Societies of this Colony were collected the data would be fairly reliable.
10446. Tou think that it would be sufficient ? I think so.
_
10447. Tou would not consider the medical expense, and the expense of working the Lodge ? Ho. We
should confine ourselves simply to the benefits and the contributions necessary to provide those benefits,
1044S. Tou arc aware. I presume, that the Management Expense Euud is reimbursed by secession by
members feaving the District ? Well, I fail to see bow it could be legally done; if there is a special
contribution for each fund the advantage to the Society from secessions should be au advantage to the
benefit portion of the Society, but there is not always an advantage from secessions; sometimes )t is the
of her way.
_
, _
10449. Do you place any importance on the initiation fees? Ho; if tho graduated scale of contribu
tions is sufficient for the benefits no entrance fee is required, but they are intended, I believe, to equalize
the contributions of members.
_
_
f
10450, Tou are firmly of opinion that a sliding scale should be adopted in all Eriendiy Societies to place
them on a sound basis ? I think so; indeed it is so clear that I do not see any room for a difference of
opinion of the point.
_
_ _
10451. I suppose you are aware that the statist in Victoria allows all the Societies five years as a sort of
probation ? Yes.
•
.
.
10402. Do you approve of that ? Tes ; T think a fair time should be given to Societies in order to enable
them to reform themselves and to give valuers an opportunity of going through the work.
10453. I suppose you have not seen the report of the Manchester Unity of Victoria lately? I under
stand there have been no valuations done under the Victorian Act yet.
10454, Tou do not think there would be any difficulty in keeping books on this sliding scale? Hot the
’ slightest.
10455. Just as easy as the present arrangements ? Just so.
_
...
10456. Mr. Rulie^] Are there any statistics in the Colony from which you could obtain the information
you require? Hot of sufficient extent—there are none in this Colony.
_ _
_ _
10457. In order to present a report to tho Commission you would want statistics of Societies for ten
,
years ? Ho, I would assume some other experience. Tou could not get the experience now sufficiently
accurately to construct a table upon. ,411 you could do would be for the future to get the experience.
I do not think you could go ten years back and get the information with sufficient accuracy.
10458. In adopting your own table of life have you adopted the Carlisle or Hortbampton table or is it
based on the experience of Societies in this Colony ? On the experience of twenty English and Scotch
offices; this is admitted on all hands to be the largest and most reliable that exists.
10459. But would it not be better to take the average of the general population than even that of the
Societies themselves ? Ho ; the experience of Societies of a kindred character is tho best.
_
10460. Then as we have no data that can be relied upon here we should have to refer to something of
that sort ? We should have to begin anew.
10461. So the statistics which are acknowledged to be imperfect which the Commission has now got
would be scarcely any use ? Well, I think so, because you would bave to bave the statistics in reference
to the ages of members in any event; but what you want to do is to know the number of people who are
in receipt of benefits, the benefits to which they are entitled, the conditions under which they get
these benefits, and the contributions to provide these benefits ; you then value these by the tables repre
senting the sickness which bave been constructed on the experience of the past. To construct a mortality
table or a sickness table is a different thing from valuing a Society after you have such a table. If
you want to get what the probability of dying is of a number of people, you have to take all those
at a given age entering at the beginning of the year. Tou bave to take note of all who pass from
observation during the year, aud of those who die ; by that means we get what is equivalent to the
number of men living through the whole year; those who begin the year wall not live the whole year, but
we apply a modification to that to get the number of those who enjoy a full year of life, and out of that
get the number who die, and that will give you the probability of each man dying that year. It is a
cumbrous process to construct the tables, but when once done they are done for ever,
10462. Then we should bave to get the respective ages of some very large Society, and take the average
of each age ? Ho, you would get the number of members at the various ages, and assume tbey are going
to be sick or die in the same proportion as they have been sick or have died in the past. If a Friendly
Society came to me T shouM assume Eateliffe’s last tables of the Manchester Unity, as tbey are the best
that exist now, and until we get our owrn experience, which can only be got by degrees.
104G3. Then in that ease the statistics which wc now have will be of very littlo use ? I do not say that; we
have a mortality experience of our own, and we have tables just as they have, but we think these the more
reliable because we do not think we have sufficient data.
10464. Tou just now said that your average was more favourable than the general average of the Colony?
Tes.
10465. And yet you assume after a man has been in your Society five years the average is the same ?
Tes. The reason is that a large proportion of members has recently joined our Society. During the first
fifteen years w'o did not issue as many policies as we now get in a year ; some of these go out and they are
under observation only for a short time, but in the general population they cannot go out—they must
die.
_
10466. Do not most Societies attach a great deal of importance to lapsed policies ? Every policy winch
lapses in the Society is a loss to the Society. If every member who has joined our Society had remained
in wrc should have been in a better position than wre are now.
10467.
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10467. Then until statistics have been obtained for about ten years we should not be able to get a perfect Mr- It. Teece,
set of tables ? I think not. Tou would have to adopt llatcliffe’s tables. Now they have in New Zealand
five years’ experience, and any one valuing a number of Friendly Societies from them would test his 1918821
valuation by these tables and if there were great discrepancies he would investigate further to find out
how they arose.
101GS. Of course in Friendly Societies they attach a great deal of importance to secessions because they
arc not responsible for any further payments? I think as a rule they are a benefit, but in very many
cases they are tlie contrary. If a Society charges a uniform contribution, say of a shilling or thirteen
pence a week, that might he too much to take from a man of twenty but not enough from a man of thirtyfive, and if the largest number of secessions are among the young men the Societies would thus lose.
10469. Mr. Langley] Following up that, arc you aware that the heaviest claims for sick pay in the
experience of some Societies arise between tho ages of eighteen and thirty-six? I have heard so, and I
conclude that is because they have not had a sufficiently extensive experience.
10470. Is there not this difference between an ordinary Fife Insurance Society and a Friendly Society,
that in the one case you are paying in until death without anything going out, the member receiving no
benefit until death, while in tho other case the principal claims upon the Society are probably those for
sick pay. Does not that make the question of secession materially different ? I do not think so. A man
who insures his life in a life insurance office and goes on paying without dying sometimes comes to the
conclusion that he has made a bad investment; but if be goes to a fire office and insures his property he
does not make the same conclusion, and yet the cases arc precisely analogous ; and so in the case of those
who get sick, they have the security that if they fall sick these payments will he made to them.
10471. Is there not a very material difference between the rate per cent, paid in a fire insurance and a
life, policy ? There is a difference in this way, that when a man pays a premium for a life insurance
policy at first he pays more than is necessary for the risk, in order that he may be charged a uniform contri
bution through liio, while in a fire office there is always just the same risk; a man gets his equivalent in this way, that if after paying for a few years he wants to draw out lie gets back the surrender value.
10472. Do all Societies base their surrender value on the same principle ? I think so.
10473. May I aslc if, as medicine and doctor form a very important factor in the benefits afforded by
benefit Societies, you would not talce that question into consideration in your tables ? If it were under
stood that the contributions were to pay for this, of course it would have to be taken.
10474. Mr. Holdsworth] Would the amount of sickness and the death rate materially affect the contri
butions ? Certainly.
10475. Has your attention been called to the fact that the Temperance bodies, as a rule, have a lighter sick
and death rate ? Yes.
10476. So you would make a special difference in their rate of contribution? Well, I do not know. I
would not unless I. had the experience collected exclusively from these Temperance Societies, but I would
equalize it subsequently on the valuation of the Societies; if .1 found any contributions I had fixed left tho
Society with a large surplus, 1 would arrive at the conclusion that it would be desirable to reduce them.
10477. It would have to be taken into consideration ? Certainly.
10178. The number of members resigning you would not consider an important fact in the calculation ?
Not in a valuation.
10479. Tou would require certain statistical information on which to base your calculations? Tes.
‘
10480. Do you imagine the sick or death rate here is greater than in England ? I should imagine it was
very much lighter.
10481. Deference has been made to the increase of the Funeral Fund. Do you think that is a safe
system? . It does not say anything one way or the other. I think it is safe if the contributions are suffi
cient for it.
10482. But the same contribution is given all the way through ? A uniform rate for each age—that is
where the error is. Tou may have several persons of different ages, and a uniform rate for these
increasing benefits.
1
10483. But is it not necessary tliat there should ho some proper calculation made ? Certainly.
10484. Do you consider the experience of tho Societies themselves of value if carefully collected. I do.
10485. For ten years I think you said ? Tes. I think that would be of a valuable guide; tho longer
the experience tho more valuable it will be.
10486, If some of the largest Societies in the Colony, numbering from twelve to twenty thousand, wore to lay
before the actuaries the experience for ten years, would it be sufficient? I should not like to answer
that question unless I had the information before me.
10487. It would be, I take it, a very valuable basis? I think that would be valuable.
10488. I understand you are in favour of introducing a graduated scale of payments according to age ?
Certainly.
10489. I am safe, I imagine, in taking Eatcliffe’s tables as they appear in Neison as correct, requiring
£2 4s. 2d. to give £\. a week and .£1117s. 9jd. at the age of sixty ? That would be correct, but they
are calculated at 3 per cent,; a higher rate of interest could he assumed in these Colonies.
10490. Tou imagine wc have not experience enough here to justify ourselves in forming a code of rules ?
I do not think so.
10491. Therefore you would recommend Eatcliffe’s last tables? I would,
10492. Do you think in future returns provision should be made compelling Societies to set forth the ages
of the members at their entrance, at the time of the various sicknesses, and at the time of death ? They
should be compelled to furnish returns in a form which any statist with a knowledge of the subject would
provide for them.
10493: In 1871 it was declared that the Manchester Unity was insolvent, and that it required upwards of
a million to make it up in Groat Britain. Are you aware that a similar inquiry was made in 1843, or in
1844, and a similar statement was made ? Yes; it has been notorious for many years.|
"
10494. And they have lasted and every year have increased their surplus ? Tes ; and they might last for
another fifty years, as long as they could continue to bring in a number of new members.
10495. Tou said you did not think it important to lose members. Are you aware that in one year the
Manchester Unity lost 60,000 ? That is not very much out of half a million.
10496. In making your calculations I take it you would make them in the ordinary way—at what it would
require for £1 at the death of a member, and £1 a week for sickness, and £1 at the death of a member’s
wife, assuming so many wives to so many members ? Tes.
10497.
486—2 P
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Mr. R. Teece, 10497. Are you of opinion there should be a distinct department in reference to this matter with a statist and
actuary attached ? I have thought of that matter, and my opinion is as follows:—1'hc Commission are
19 June,1882, uo dcmM aware that in the matter of statistical information we are tlie reproach of tho Colonics. We
should he in a position to show everything we have which would give a fair idea of the social condition,
of the people, and one great thing would be the condition of these Friendly Societies, another the condition
of the Building and Investment Societies; and if we had a Government department presided over Ly
a Government statist who would be charged with the collection and arrangement of all these statistics,
a most valuable department would be created, and one which is conceded to be necessary in almost every
civilised community except this Colony. A barrister does not know anything of the statistics of Friendly
Societies; and in Tictoria tho whole of tlie work of the department is done by Mr. Hayter, and his
reports arc models of their kind. In New Zealand there is a special department for Friendly Societies
alone; and to each of these departments there is attached a gentleman who has a knowledge of actuarial
science. It would be much better to have these things collected by men accustomed to the manipula
tion of statistics, so that all statistics should be collected by one department specially charged with
thenf, and that the care, of the Societies generally should be part of the work of tho head of that
department.
,
10498. That is, that there should he a Statistical Department ? 1 think so.
10499. Are you aware that the number of members of Friendly Societies exceeds 30,000 ? I have
heard so.
10500. And that there are 120,000 dependent upon them P Yes.
_
10501. Do you not think that makes them of sufficient importance to warrant the Government in
providing a special department for thorn ? Yes, I do ; but I think it would be more advisable if wo could
have other matters in connection with it under the same department..
.
10502. That is, that the Statistical Department should have a special branch devoted to this? Un
doubtedly.
,
10503. With so many persons interested in the well being of these Societies, is it not desirable that there
should be some person appointed to whom they would go for advice in law matters ? I think so ; and I
think it is important that they should be allowed to conduct their operations as cheaply as possible, as
these persons cannot afford to pay large expenses. Before an Act was passed in England, which made it
possible to have a valuation on the part of every Society in the land, it was stated in evidence tliat out of
20,000 Societies not more than 500 had consulted an actuary, and not more than 100 did so regularly.
10504. Would not such a department be a great saving to the State ? I think it would.
10505. Creating habits of self-reliance among the people? Well, people look more to getting an equiva
lent for what they pay.
_
10506. Mr. Greville.] If you have not been consulted personally by any Society, do you know of any
other actuary who lias ? I never heard of it.
10507. From the nature of your profession you understand something abont the internal working and
present condition of these Societies ? I have not been connected with the internal working of any of
them, but I know the main principles upon which they must be worked, and have had the opportunity and
means of forming an opinion as to what these conditions must be.
10508. Are you aware of the legislation which has taken place in England, New Zealand, and Victoria?
•
I am.
.
.
.
10509. Do you think legislation in this Colony might follow on the same lines ? I do; I think they arc
admirable guides.
...
.
10510. Which do you prefer ? They merely require special modification to meet the special circumstances
of this Colony.
10511. Have you read the reports of the various Commissions ? I have read the whole of the evidence
given before the Commission in England.
10512. Have you read those of Victoria and New Zealand ? Not that of Victoria.
10513. Have you obtained official data of the New South Wales Societies sufficient as to enable you to
speak of their working ? No; it is not accessible.
1
10514. Have you ever tested the rales of contribution ? I have several times.
105L5. Do you think the contributions sufficient ? I do not think they are.
10510. I presume you consider it necessary that it should be made compulsory on all Societies to make
annual returns to the Eegistrar ? Certainly, and every Society should be compelled to register under
the Act.
10517. Would you have the same form of return used by every Society ? Yes, except in special cases.
10518. Do you think it would be prudent to allow all Societies to vary their rales of contribution and
benefits, the same as Insurance Companies do, provided they did not go below a certain minimum fixed by
actuarial calculation ? Yes ; I think they should have as much power as possible to fix their rates, but I
am not quite sure about any compulsion in the matter—the principle of compulsion is repugnant to the
British mind, but it would be an advantage to have the tables of contributions properly certified to as
correct.
10519. Would you euforce an actuarial investigation every five years ? Yes, I would.
10520. Would not the expense be an obstacle unless done by a Government officer ? Yes, it would be.
10521. Then, if the Legislature determined to have more permanent supervision than at present, could
not a set of tables for the use of valuers be framed by which the value of Societies could be calculated
with little cost ? Yes; if one or two Societies came to me now to ask me to value them it would cost inc an
enormous labour, but it would be very little more labour to value one or two hundred of them, because I
should have to construct a lot of tables. This should be done by the Government for the use of valuers,
and it would then take very little to value tho Societies.
10522. Then you would have the set of tables I speak of provided as one of the first things to be done?
Certainly; that would he absolutely necessary.
10523. Would you in framing these tables make allowances for withdrawals ? No, I would not, though I
do not know whether it would be worth while to construct tables showing the effects of withdrawals, hut I
would not take them into consideration.
10524. But they do form an important element? But if you took it into consideration you would assume
it to continue, but if yon did not continue you would have a lot of leeway to make up, because you would
have anticipated the benefit of these secessions for all time.
10525.
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10525. Still if in examining tho accounts of various Friendly Societies in this Colony you found the deficiency Mr, E. Teece.
of contribution ■was compensated for by the number of withdrawals, would you not then be justified in taking
that into consideration? That would necessarily be so, because if at the valuation it appeared that the 19 June, 1882.
Society was solvent, and it had hpcn assumed that the contributions were insufficient, that would show that
for that Society the contributions were sufficient.
1052G. Aud if the experience of all Societies were to the same effect, that the contributions were below
tho proper mark, but that the secessions prevented the Society from becoming insolvent, any actuary would
be justified iu taking that into consideration ? He would be justified in allowing the rates of contribu
tion to be sufficient.
10527. In the English calculations, do you think that was taken into consideration ? Ho, it was not.
10528. But the labour market being so different here from what it is in England, wrould it not be right
that it should he taken into consideration ? 1 do not think so—not in fixing the tables of contribution.
10529. As an actuary you would take into consideration the circumstances concerning a man’s life, and
as to where he lived ? Tes.
.
10530. And if you find that a Society depends on the state of the labour market, should they not be con
sidered ? .1 do not think so, because you cannot in establishing a Society take into consideration any
disturbances tiiat are going to occur in the labour market.
■
10531. In calculating tables for Societies in this Colony, might we not more safely adopt the experiences
of New Zealand and the Australian Colonies rather than those of England? At present they are not
sufficiently extensive; the only experience we have is the experience for five years of Societies in New
Zealand.
10532. Ultimately, I presume, the Life Offices here will adopt Australian experiences ? I presume they
will.
10533. And so ultimately Australian Benefit Societies may be framed on Australian experiences?
Certainly.
10534. How' many years’ experience would you require as an actuary ? I think with the number of
Societies there are in the Colony ten years of their experience would give you a fairly reliable table.
10535. Are you aware that iu tlie Societies provision is made to level the apparent injustice by means of
a sliding scale of entrance fees ? I believe so.
10G3G. Do you consider the sums for each separate benefit should be kept distinct ? Undoubtedly.
10537. "Would you limit the ago up to which sick allowance should be granted ? I would. There comes
a period wdien a man is unable to work simply because ke is worn out, but it is not sickness,
10538. Looking at the funds of these Societies, what conclusion do you arrive at relative to the financial
position of tlie majority of Societies in this Colony ? I incline to the opinion they are not solvent.
10539. "Would you restrict the amount of sick pay to be paid to each member? Yes; I think it should
bo considerably smaller than the amount of wage he is able to earn, so that no inducement should be held
out for pretended sickness.
10540. Mr. Abigail^] "When you applied to the Eegistrar five years ago, did you tell him what you wanted
the information for ? 1 think so.
10541. Did he offer to supply any information that he had ? No; I did not press him. He could not
toll me bow many Societies were registered, and whether there were as many unregistered.
10542. Am 1 right in concluding that if you had been supplied with the information some valuable con
clusions would have been given to the public? I was going to be paid, and should have gone on as long
as I was paid.
.
10543. If application had heen made to you for a form sufficient to base sound calculations on, would
you have supplied it ? Certainly,
10544. Are you of opinion that iu making any calculation the contingent or expected liabilities in respect
of the benefits would form an important consideration ? Most important.
10545, Is it true that an actuarial investigation lias generally set forth that Friendly Societies are not in
a sound financial position ? That is the fact.
1054G. Is that on account of any ill-feeling towards these Societies on the part of actuaries ? No.
10547. Have you ever heard that stated ? Never.
10548. Some reference lias been made to Mr. Eatcliffe’s estimate of the Manchester Unity in England in
his last report; arc you aware that since ho issued these reports every Lodge in Great Britain has come
under them, thereby proving that they believed in their correctness ? I knew that a large number had
done so, aud that nearly all actuarial valuations made since have been made with those as a basis.
10549. Now, in reference to secessions, I understand your reason for not taking them into accomit is that
you do not believe tbey arc any gain to a Society ? They would be a gain to a Society with properly
graduated contributions, but under present circumstances I doubt whether they are a gain,
10550. Are you in favour of an enactment that new Societies should baso their tables on actuarial
calculations ? 1 think so.
10551. In getting the information to form a correct estimate, would it be necessary to have the whole of
the expenditure of a Society ? Oh, no ; in forming a table of contributions it would bo necessary to
provide the benefits from it. If a nciv Society were going to start I should adopt Eatcliffe’s tables, and
give it to them in twenty-four hours, because I have by me a number of tables that I have made based on
Eatcliffe’s tables, with an increase of the interest from 3 per cent, to 4, 41, and 5 per cent.
10552. But to ascertain the correctness of Societies in New South Wales, would it not ho necessary to
know how they spent their money ? Yes, of course it would.
10553. Mr. Holdsworth^ You say we may take 4 or 5 per cent, as the interest payable hero ; are yon
aware tliat most of the money is invested in the Government Savings Bank ? No ; 1 understood a good
deal of it was invested in Government bonds and mortgages,
10554. Mr. llubic,~\ Do you not think that the success obtained by most of the Societies here of long
standing has been through the large interest tbey receive ? I do not think they have achieved success;
the ability to pay thoir way does not prove that they are not iu an insolvent condition.
10555. Another source of profit has been in connection with these secessions, tlie gain of the entrance
fees ? Yes, that might be so, if they were not taken from the members as some equivalent for the small
contributions. If a uniform contribution is not demanded from members of all ages, it might be equalized
by tho entrance fees.
10556, Mr. Langley.'] Have you ever seen the returns required to be sent in to the Government of
Victoria? Yes.
■ 10557-
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Mr. R. Teece. 10557. Have you seen the return sent in to our Eegistrar of Eriendiy Societies ? Ho, I have not.
r—A-—v 10558. Do you think, for all statistical purposes and giving a sufficient amount of information, the returns
19June, 1882.
are cajie(j for ;n Victoria would be sufficient if adopted here? Generally, certainly.
_
10559. Tou consider they would he suitable to this Colony as well as to Tictoria ? I think so ; I think
they are admirable returns.
_
,
.
10560. Mr. Abigail'} Will you supply the Commission with a form of the information you require to base
1
your calculations upon ? Certainly.
10561. Mr. Smith,] If it were shown that a Lodge had existed for forty years, having five or six hundred
members, a freehold property worth four or five thousand pounds unencumbered, and having a very large
sum of money to its credit at the Bank, do you not think that would he proof in itself that the Society was
based on a proper basis ? It would not he any proof whatever; that could only he decided by ascertaining
what their liabilities now are. I can name to you Societies which have gone on for many years with
enormous funds, which have heen transacting a business of an apparently most successful and brilliant
character, but when the end came these funds melted away into nothing. The latest instance of this that
we have was the failure of the European and Albert Offices, which were supposed to he two of the most
successful Societies, though actually it was known they wore insolvent.^ Ho actuary, however, had the
courage to say so, because he knew if he did he would he prosecuted for libel.
_
_
10562. Then it would be necessary to get the liability of each Lodge as to the longevity' of its members ?
Yes, yon would have to know what liability they have in respect to the benefits they have to pay in
future ; a member may have been paying into a Society for five years and never have received a sixpence,
hut no man pays in his money for nothing.
_
10563. This is not fully borne out by the Friendly Societies in Hew South IT ales ? Perhaps not; it would
he a fatal error to allow persons only to join who were in want of the benefits.
The Commission then adjourned till Friday, the 23rd June.

FRIDAY, 23 FUND, 1882.
$re0t UP

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.,

C.M.G., M.P.,

President.

JAS. F. SMITH, Esq,
F. ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
P. 11, HOLDSITOETH, Esq,
E. J. EUBIE, Esq,

J. GELDIHG, Esq,
E. GEETILLE, Esq, J.P,
P. J.’HEWLAHD, Esq,
JOHH SLADE, Esq,

IT. E. LAHGLEY, Esq.
Mr. Christopher Eolleston, C.M.G., sworn and examined:—
G4. Prmdeni.] You are the Auditor General of Hew South ITalos ? Yes. _
C. Rollcaton, 10565. I understand you formerly held the position of EegislTar General ? I did, yes.
_
_
C.M.G-.
105GG. During the lime you held that office the Commission have learned that you took some inlerest in
0JT”A"7">> the calculations with reference to the basis on which the Friendly Societies were working ? Yes • I
‘'3Juno’l8 inquired into the system in vogue, and collected the Quinquennial Returns which the Act of that day
required to he sent in to the Crown Law Officers. I got them, and analyzed them in so far as I. was able
to do, and made a report to the Colonial Secretary on that analysis, together with such tables as I could
prepare, and that Return was laid before Parliament. It will he found in Yolume II of the Totes and
Proceedings of 1801-2, page 1055.
. ,
, ,
.
10567. Do you remember the substance of the inquiry? There were only five Societies had sent m
returns; the particulars will he seen by reference to that report.
_
_
10568, Have yon given any special attention to the working of Societies since then ? Ho, I cannot say
I have.
.
.
. ,
10569. Then you cannot tell the Commission as to their financial position now ? Ho; I have no means
whatever of knowing it.
_ _
_
10570. Is there anything you would like to give the Commission the benefit of—any suggestions you
might make ? Ho ; since the time I was Eegistrar General I have not followed it out at all, and I am
not in a position to offer any observations that would be of any value to tho Commission in connection
with these Societies.
The Commission then adjourned till Monday, the 26th June.
Mr.
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' .MOYDAY, 26 JUNE.
3|ns£nt:—

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.,

'

C.M.G,

M.P., President.

P, J. HEITLAND, Esq,
F. ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
P. E. HOLDSITOETH, Esq,
E. J. EUBIE, Esq.

JOHN GELDING, Esq,
E. GEETILLE, Esq, J.P,
JOHH SLADE, Esq,
JAS. P. SMITH, Esq.
Mr. James Prior, Secretary of the Rose of Petersham Lodge, Grand United Order oi Oddfellows,
sworn and examiued:—
Mr. J. Prior. 1057 L. Fresident.] Have you the rules of your Society ? Yes.
^ 10572. IThat office do you hold? I am Secretary of the Lodge.
26 June, 1882,10573. How long has the Lodge heen in existence ? About fifteen months.
_
10574, IThat number of members have you ? As nearly as possible, sixty-five financial members.
10575. IThat are the initiation fees of your Society ? I do not know from memory; it is stated in rule 96,
page 53.
'
105r°'
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10576. From 16s. to 20s. ? Yes,
‘
Mr-J- priw10577. Graduated up to 105s. from 39s. to 40s. ? Yes.
10578. Did you not at the institution of the Lodge accept candidates at lower rates than these ? Yes, at 2GJunc> 18S2‘
half these fees.
_
10579. Then you admitted some members between sixteen and twenty at 4s. ? Yes, and wc bare admitted
members since the opening at half-fees, about six months ago.
10580. When did this rule come into operation ? I cannot say.
10581. I mean as far as your Lodge is concerned ? I was not in the Lodge then.
10582. But you say you have within the last six months 'admitted members at half-foes ? About six
months ago we did, having applied to the Council for permission, and got that permission for a given
number of weeks.
10583. Then you admitted persons six months ago at the ago of forty for £2 12s. 6d. ? Yes.
'
10584. What are your weekly payments ? Is. a week.
^
10585. By all members ? By all the members.
*
10586. Young and old? Young and old.
<
10587. What is the value of the funds at present? T could not answer that question ; the Treasurer has
that book.
_
10588. Do you know the amount of income received last year ? For the half-year ending December the ■
balance at the credit of the Society was £54 Tls. 4d.
10589. What had been the receipts for the year ? £211 17s. lid.
10590. And what the expenditure? £157 6s. lid.
_
10591. What would bo the average age of your members ? They are mostly young men ; I should say it
would not exceed thirty-two.
10592. Had you any deaths during the year? No.,
10593. Any amount of money paid on account of sick pay ? £4 13s, lOd.
10594. What was the amount of the working expenses? £26 11s. 6d.
10595. Is this document (produced) the return you sent in? Yes.
_
10596. What is the meaning of the sum under the head of management, £80, for 1881 ? That is the
amount received and pmid to the Management Fund.
_
_
10597. What benefits do you give for the shilling per week ? Medical attendance and medicines for the
members, their wives and families, and £1 per week sick pay.
10598. And what the death of the member ? £20.
10599. And on the death of his wife ? £10.
_
_
_
10600, What do you pay to the District? 2s. 3d. per member per quarter, but I think it varies slightly
sometimes, from 2s. 3d, to 2s. 6d.
10601. The balance you have to go for management and sick pay? Yes.
10602. And by paying this amount per quarter to the District you secure the payment of the funeral
donations ? Yes.
10603. Is that the only contribution you make to the District? That is the only contribution, except
that they supply us with hooks, aud so on.
10604. Have you been a member of any other Society ? Yes, of the Protestant Alliance.
10605*. Are you still a member of that Society ? Ics.
_
_
10606. Mr. Aligail.'] Upon what basis did they arrive at the conclusion that Is. a week was sufficient to
guarantee the benefits? I do not know : that was handed down to us by the Grand Council. They
decide that, and the Lodges have nothing to do with it. There was a discussion on the point, and we
went into the matter and found it was sufficient to guarantee all the benefits. I have a statement which
I read before the Lodge in reference to that matter.
10607. You say the Council decided the matter of contributions, but they did not tie you down not to
charge more than that amount ? No.
10608. You could charge as high as Is. Gd. ? Yes, if we like.
10609. You have considered the matter ? Yes.
_
(
,
10610. How did they consider it to arrive at the conclusion that Is. was sufficient? They took the
receipts and expenditure, and averaged the different funds.
10611. Did thev make any allowance for the contingent liabilities attached to each of the members ? I
do not see tlie drift of your question.
_
_ _
10612. When you arrived at the conclusion that Is. was enough, did you in arriving at that set any sum
apart to meet the contingencies of those who might fall sick ? Yes, we took that into consideration.
10613. What allowance did you set apart for that? 22 per cent.
10614. The Council is responsible for all debts, I suppose ? Yes.
10615. Do you as a Lodge give any benefits on the death of a wife ? No, not unless there is dire distress.
10616. No amount on the death of children ? No.
10617. You give distress gifts if any extreme case comes before you ? Yes. .
10618. Aud yon took all that into consideration, and then found you had sufficient ? Yes.
'
10619. How long have you been a member of the Protestant Alliance ? About twelve years.
10620. You have taken an active part in the working of that Society ? Yes, in Victoria.
10621. Was a shilling a week found sufficient there? A shilling a week and a shilling a quarter.
10622. Is that the uniform rate—do none pay as much as IGd. a week in Victoria? I thin]!; there are two
or three that I know of, hut not many of them.
_
_
t
10623. Have you knowledge of how much per head the Government Officer in Victoria states that
Societies should have to render them thoroughly solvent ? No.
10624. Are you aware that he says it should he £9 ? No.
10625. Do you think that could 'be attained by the payment of a shilling a weok? It would take a long
while to do it.
10626. Have gone into figures to ascertain how much per year the contingent liability increases for each
individual member ? No, I have not made any calculation to that effect.
_
10627. You arc not a.waro that any actuarial opinion was taken to guide you to arrive at the conclusion
you have come to ? No.
_ ^
_
_ _
10628. Are you in favour of the Government exercising a close supervision over Friendly Societies ?
Yes,
■
‘
10629.
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Mr. J. Mot, 10629. \Vlmt do you pay in your Society for a doctor ?

Wc pay him a pound a year per member.
10630. Wbat do you pay the chemist ? 8s. per year per member.
■
20 Juno, 1882. 2.0631 About what percentage is the management and other expenses in connection with your Society,
What do you pay for rent, for instance ? 2s. a meeting night.
.10032. How many meetings do you have ? Sometimes six aud sometimes seven in the quarter.
10033. That will he twenty-six meetings a year? . Yes.
10034. Do you pay your officers? Hone but the Secretary; who gets 2s. per year per member.
10035. What would the other expenses represent ? The expenditure for the past year for the Manage
ment Eund is equal to 92 per cent, of the receipts; that includes medical attendance and medicine, levies,
and goods.
1063,6. President.] You mean 92 per cent, of expenditure has come from that fund ? Tho whole expendi
ture of the Lodge is charged to that fund, and tho 8 per cent, left is the surplus. Wo hare made 8 per
cent, profit on the Management Fund, and have a profit on the other fund. 'The total amount received
is £114 9s. 5d. for the Management Eund ; out of that amount we have paid £105 IGs. lid., or equal to
92 per cent, of the receipts of that fund, leaving us a balance of £9 3s. 5d.
10637. You mean of what you have received for the Management Expense Fund you have expended 92
per cent. ? That is it.
10638. And that includes nearly all the disbursements of the Lodge ? Yery nearly.
10639. Mr. AbigaiL] What becomes of the other sixpence that goes to the Sick aud Funeral Fund ? It
goes to the District, and for the payment of the sick money.
10640. Your accumulated surplus results from simply the ratio of sick during the year, lower than the
general proportion ? That is it; our expenditure out of this fund was 531 per cent.
10641. Did you start with young members ? I could not say: I have only been six months in the
Lodge.
10642. Have you had sufficient experience to say whether you would favour a uniform system of book
keeping being made compulsory in all Societies ? Yes,
'
10643. Would yon favour a close Government supervision over them ? Yes.
10644. Do you think Societies starting should he compelled to have an actuarial certificate ofthe sound
basis of their contribution, supposing the Government paid for it ? Yes.
10645. Mr. Holdsicortft^] Did I understand you to say that you had a contribution of Is. per week ?
Yes, I said so.
’
10646. Your funds are divided into two—the Management aud the Sick and Funeral Fund ? Yes.
10647. And‘6d. a week goes to each ? Yes, with one-half of the initiation fees.
10648. Out of the Management Fund you pay the medical man and for the medicines ? Yes.
10649. And 2s. per year for each member to the Secretary ? Yes.
10650. 20s. for the medical man, 8s, for medicine, and 2s. for the Secretary is 30s. in all, how do you pay
that out of 26s.; do you make it up out of the initiation fees ? Yes, and out of the fines, which are
sometimes very largo.
10651. Then if it were not for the initiation fees and fines your contributions would he too small ? Yes,
for the Management Fund they would.
10652, Thus you have to depend for the Management Fund upon extraneous sources ? Yes, just so.
10653. Out of the 6d. a week that goes to the Sick Fund what do you pay ? Tho sick and funeral
money—the Funeral Fund is 2s. 3d. per quarter.
10654, Have you any idea what the general average of sickness in Benefit Societies is ? No, I have not.
I have tried to get the information, but could not.
10655. Would it surprise you if I were to tell you it is over six days a year, taking one Society with
another ? That is above the amount I should have thought it would have been.
10656. Assuming it at that, and that is a low average to pay, that is £1 per week and 9s. for the funeral
money, how do you receive your fund, because it exceeds your contributions ? Wc should have to obtain
them from the half initiation fees and tho interest on the money in the Bank.
10657. Your Society, i think you said, was eighteen months old? Yes.
10658. How long has a member to belong to your Lodge before he gets the benefits ? Six months, I
believe.
‘
10659. Then only a certain portion of your members are entitled to benefits? Yes.
10660. And for the first six months none were entitled to benefits ? Ho,
10661. Then do you think that your eighteen months’ experience is sufficient to justify you in forming a
scale under that of the general average of other Societies ?' Hardly so. '
10662. Have you not taken a scale under what is supposed to be the general average of tho Grand United
Order of Oddfellows ? It is the same as nearly as possible.
10663. You took the lowest scale they would allow you to take ? Yes.
10664, Mr. Subie.] Have you Trustees in your Society? Yes.
10665. What amount of funds are deposited in their names ? All thefunds are deposited iu their
names, with the exception that the Treasurer is allowed to bold £10 in bis possession for pressing
necessities.
■
10666. Have you any funds in hand ? Yes, wc have from £50 to £60.
10667. And you are only eighteen months established ? Yes.
10668. How many members have yon got ? Sixty-five financial members.
10669. Does the whole of the initiation money remain in the Lodge or go to the District? It all remains
in the Lodge.
10670. Mr. Slade.] Your rules divide the sum total of your contributions into two exact portions ?
Yes.
10671. And you pay 20s. to the doctor, 8s, to tho chemist, 2s. to the Secretary, and 2s. District levies for
management ? Yes, 2s. or 2s. 3d.
10672. As far as your figures go, I can only make yon to have some 8s. left after you have paid your duos,
that is, two and a quarter days’ sick pay per member ; is that sufficient according to your average ? Wo
have had very little sickness to make an average by.
■
10673. Have you ever taken the question of graduated contributions into consideration ? Ho, I
have not.
'
.
10674.
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10674. Are you in a position to give an opinion on the advisability of such a system? No; I have never ^r' J- Prior,
gone into figures in reference to that matter.
10G7G. Have you considered tho advisability of having a Pension Fund for aged or permanently disabled,Juno, 1883t
members ? No.
‘
'
^' ^e^n9-\ ^\rhat did it cost to open your Lodge ? I do not think I can give you that.
10G77. Mr. Sfode,] Are there any similar Societies to yours in tho neighbourhood ? Yes.
10G78. Have you any idea of their rates of contributions ? The Protestant Alliance charges Is. a week
and Is. a quarter; that is the only one I know of. There is a branch of the Manchester "Unity, but I do
not know what their contributions arc.
10G79. Is there a branch of tho Foresters there ? Not to my knowledge.
10G80. jlfr. Gelding^] Do you think these half-fees are desirable ? It is a desirable thing if the Lodge
is low in funds, or if members are falling off, as it is a good way of inducing persons to join the Lodge.
10631. Did you join in the interim between the first half-fees and the second ? No, I joined when they
were cheap.
'
10GS2. The second time ? Yes.
10G83. Do you think it is justice to those who might have to pay the full fees that those who come in
afterwards should pay only half fees ? I do not know about that.
1 OBS'l. "What do you think about it ? It is not just, I think.
'
10685. Do you not think a Society would he established on a more firm basis if they adhered to the
regular scale ? It is very often the means of keeping tho Society together.
"
10G8G. What is your opinion of a Society that would collapse if it were not for these half fees—is it
based ou sound principles ? It is based on good principles enough; but if you have not the members in
a Lodge you cannot have the funds.
'
1
10G87. What was the number of members at the commencement of tho year? Thirty-five before the
last half-fees began.
.
'
10688. Mr. Abigail!] Have any of your members, entitled to sick nay failed to get it from anv cause ?
Not to my knowledge.
10689. Do you know of any case where the funds either in that or other Societies have been misap
propriated by other officers ? No.
10690. Presidenl.\ You have nothing to suggest to tho Commission^no amendments iu the present Act.
or anything of that sort ? No.

Mr. Patrick Curran sworn and examined:—
10691. President!] You are a member of the Hibernian Australian Catholic Society ? Yes, and have been
Mr.
a member for about ten years.
R Curran.
10092._ You have written to the Commission asking to be examined? Yes; at that time I thought the
Commission might do some justice to my case, but since then I have placed my grievances in the hands of
Un0’
'
a solicitor.
10G93. What is the nature of the complaint you wish to make ? The grievance I have first took place
about .1 unc, 1880, when I protested against a certain amount of money illegally going out of the funds, and
on that occasion I was fined heavily, I was told by the Chairman of tho Division that I wanted to throw
some dark shadow over the members’ eyes, but I was not. There is a law if a Branch or number of
Branches are about to form a District there shall be a specially summoned meeting of each Division, and
if they unanimously agree that such should ho done each member of each Division carrying such a pro
posal shall pay 2s. 6d. per head to form a fund for the District and to pay the expenses that might be
incurred at the opening of the District. I protested against the illegal voting of £9 odd from the funds
of the Lodge without ever making a levy at all.
.
10G94. You objected to the way in which the money was spent? Yes; it should never have been taken
from our fund.
10G95. Then it should have been raised by levy ? Yes. That was the first commencement of my griev■ ances. I was fined heavily on that night, and the Chairman, when I said, “ You will have to pay this back
again,” overruled mo, and said their funds were great enough and they could pass the money.
1069G. And has that been recouped by levy since ? On the next summoned meeting of the Division they
had the Eegistrar’s letter to me, which I had received in reply to one I wrote to him, and I put tills with
my own appeal before the Judicial Committee against the fines; they saw by that that the Registrar said
they could, not vote the money out of 1 he funds of the Lodge, and it was putin every member's summons
immediately a levy of balf-a-erown ; and the members then began asking what it was for, coming to me
for an explanation. I said, 11 You did not take any notice of mo when I protested, but you now see the
result.” The fines were accordingly remitted, on account of the decision of the Registrar. That passed
over; and then the Chairman refused to take an amendment from me when the vote was before them
again, while I was a benefit member. Although the law says that any Chairman refusing to put to the voto
a resolution proposed by a financial benefit member shall he liable to a fine; be declined to receive my
amendment, and said I could vote against the resolution. There were other minor grievances from that
time up to the special summoned meeting hold on the 7th June, 1881. As I entered the room I pre
sented my contributions to the Secretary, which he refused to take; when I asked him the reason, he said
that he could not say, but it was by tho instructions of the Chairman. On that night 1 owed 2s. legally,
although 8s. dd. was on my summons. I should have been willing to pay the half-crown levy if it had
been collected in the proper way.
10697. Were you declared unfinaucial in consequence of these fines? - Yes, in consequence of these fines
and other things.
10G98. Which were subsequently remitted? They were remitted before this, and other fines were
illegally put on me again to the amount of £2 odd.
1.0699. What were they for ? I appeared in the presence of Mr. Coonan to go and see how the District
worked. They held their meetings at St. Benedict’s school-room ; they were claiming from the Division
£0d for the Funeral Fund ; this was brought before the meeting on three occasions, and refused each
time by a majority of the Division, as some of us looked upon the District as having been illegally
formed.
10700.

'
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Mr.
10700. I want to know why you were fined? I am coming to that. We went to the meeting to see how
P. Curran,
were working, and sat there until about the closing. Everything in relation to the business was
'
completed, and the Chairman was in the act of closing the meeting when Coonan and I and Kelly, we
26 June, 1882,
there was nothing to hinder us, passed out. The Chairman seeing us called us back. He told me to
take off my hat, and the only words I spoke in that room were, “ Out of respect to the regalia you wear I
will.” The result was such abuse as I never got from any man as that Chairman. I told him to respect
his position, and he called me out of my name every way possible.' I turned for the door with Coonan and
Kelly, when I heard a step coming after me, and saw this Chairman with a stick in his hand held over my
head. I told him that if he struck me I should return tho blow', as X had done no wrong. X was presently
surrounded hy others, and had as much as I could do to get aivay. At the nest meeting they fined me 2s. 6d.,
aud conveyed the fine to my own Hodge, against which I protested. One or two meetings afterwards
I received a letter summoning me to attend before the District meeting to answer some frivolous charge
which I was-supposed to have made against these officers. I did not attend, but wrote a letter to the
District Secretary telling him that I could not think of appearing before such a body of men, and that all
they could do they might do in my absence. They fined me two guineas, and transferred the fine to my
own Lodge.
.
10701. Is there any rule giving the District power to fine a private member ? Yes, if he commits himself
'
at a District meeting.
10702, But you were not a delegate ? No.
.
10703. The District had no control over you ? No more than that if I had been deserving of a fine I could
have been fined at that moment.
10704. You were fined two guineas, and that made you unfinaucial ? Yes.
10705. Have they since removed the fines ? No.
10706. Are you financial now ? No.
10707. Have you required the benefits since ? Yes.
10708. Aud have had to incur expense ? Yes.
■
10709. You have had to employ other medical men ? I had to go to the Infirmary for out-door relief. On
that night, the 7th of June, I was proposed for two offices, but tho Chairman refused to take the nomina
tions after refusing to take my contributions.
10710, You have protested against the fine and appealed against it? Yes.
_
10711. And you have the Registrar's opinion that they had no right to inflict such a fine ? Yes.
10712. You have instituted proceedings against the officers of the Lodge ? Yes; at least I have
instructed Mr. Coonan, the solicitor, to do so.
.
’

’

Mr. Thomas Coonan sworn and examined :—
10713. President.] What Society are you a member of? The Sacred Heart Branch of the Hibernian
T. Coonan. Australian Catholic Benefit Society.
10714. You wish to give evidence before the Commission ? I really do not know; I was brought hero
2G June, 1882, through some complaint that Mr. Curran had to make. Any questions that you may ask me I will
answer.
10715. You were Treasurer at tho time Mr. Curran was fined ? Yes.
10716. And yon were aware that Mr. Curran was made unfinaucial ? I believe that is the ease.
10717. Has your District power to inflict fines of that kind upon members of the Society who are not
members of the District ? Yes, if we commit ourselves.
10718. Did he commit himself ? I do not believe lie did at the time be was fined; it was after tho
meeting was broken np.
10719. Did you see the Registrar’s letter stating that tho Society had no power to inflict the fine ? No.
10720. Has Mr. Curran been a good member of the Society or a troublesome one ? He has been a good
member—a hard-working one.
10721. You remember the District being formed, when some £9 was voted instead of being called up by
levy ? Yes.
10722. Were you present ? Yes.
10723. Did Mr. Curran protest against the payment of the money ? Yes.
10724. It was contrary to the rules, was it not ? I am not prepared to say.
_
10725. What was the result of his protest ? The money was voted, aud after a few meetings was paid
away.
10726. Was there a subsequent appeal made to members to pay 2s. 6d. each ? There was a levy of the
money.
10727. That was to make good that £9, was it not ? I am not prepared to say.
10728. Then you do not know much about the circumstances at all ? No, I do not.
10729. Arc you aware of any defalcations in connection with your Society? No, not that I am able to
gNe.
_
...
10730. You have nothing more to state to the Commission on the subject ? No.
Mr.

The Commission then adjourned till Eriday, 30th June, 1882.

FRIDAY,
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FRIDAY, 30 JURE, 1882.

$ites£tti:—
JOHN DAVIES, Esq, C.M.G, M.P, President.
.1, E. SMITH, Esq,
J. GELDING, Esq,
E. GKEYILLE, Esq, J.P.,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
P. J. NEWLAJSrD, Esq,
.
P. E. HOLDSWOETH, Esq..
JOHN SLADE, Esq,
E. J. EUEIE, Esq.
Mr. Bobert "Webber sworn and examined:—
President.] To what Society do you belong ? The Grand United Order of Oddfellows.
Mr.
What office do you hold ? Secretary.
Webber.
How long have you held the office? Since January. 1881.
‘inT''J~i8B2
What number of members has your Society ? Eorty-seven ware good on the 'boots at the end of '* une’
‘

10731.
10732.
10733.
10731.
1881.
10735. Is that the largest number that you have ever had ? Yes; it is the largest number that has been
returned to the District.
1073G. What amount of funds have you to your credit ? £60 0s. 3d.
10737. Is that the largest amount you have ever had ? Yes, since our Lodge was opened; we are only a
new Lodge.
10738. And what contributions do you pay ? Is. a week contribution, and 2s. a quarter levies to the
Contingent Eund.
10739. What benefits do you give ? A guinea a week sick pay, doctor and chemist, and a funeral dona
tion of £20 on the death of a member and £1.5 on the death of a wife.
10740. And are you of opinion that the sum you pay is sufficient to ensure all these benefits ? Yes,
10741. Is the Society, in yonr opinion, well managed ? Well, in my private opinion, it could he managed
a little better.
10742. It is not so well managed as it might be ? I think not, but very near ; there are one or two
improvements we might have.
'
10743. Do you pay much for rent ? Yes; that is the great evil, we have; we pay 35s. a quarter.
10744. Do you pay your officers ? One officer only.
10745. Your funds are entrusted to the care of Trustees ? Yes.
10746. Have you previously been a member of any other Society ? About sixteen years ago I was a
member of the Mar cheater Unity.
.
.
10747. You have had a good deal of experience then ? No, I have not had very much, because I was
only about eighteen months or two years a member of that Order, having to travel about during the war
in New Zealand, where I then lived. I had no opportunity to learn anything.
10748. Have you found during your experience that the present Act is sufficient for the working of
Iriendly Societies ? I have not had any time to study the Act; J. have not paid any attention to it.
10749. Do all your members or candidates seeking admission undergo a medical examination? Yes, and
a thorough examination.
•
10750. Mr. Gelding.] On what grounds do you base your calculations that Is. a week and the levy is
sufficient to give all the benefits ? I have never entered into the subject at all.
10751. What do you pay the medical officer for attendance and medicines ? 7s. per quarter per member.
10752. What do you get ? 6d. per member per quarter.
10753. Each member pays a trifle over Is. per quarter for rent ? No, it is not Is. a quarter.
10754. Did you admit members at half fees after the Lodge was opened ? Yes.
10755. Have you recurred to it again ? Yes, we did so once.
10756. Were the members of the Lodge falling off when you applied for half-fee system a second time ?
No.
10757. Yon had no occasion to do so? No, not any actual occasion; we did it for the benefit of the poor
people or parties who could not afford to pay the full initiation fees.
10758. How long has your Lodge been opened? Since the 30th September, 1879.
.
.10759. Have you ever had any other levies besides that 2s. a quarter to the Contingent Fund ? We have
had no levies except the management levies of the District,
10760. I suppose you pay the same levies as the other Lodges to the Grand Lodge ? Yes.
10761. What do they amount to ? Sometimes 3d. and sometimes Gd a quarter.
10762. Does that satisfy the management expense and the funeral levy as well ? The funeral levy is separate
from the contingent levy.
10763. What do you pay for the funeral levy ? On an average 2s. a quarter.
10764. Is there any other fund you have to subscribe to in the Grand Lod<Te ? No.
10765. Does your Lodge ensure benefits on the death of a child ? Yes.
10766. What do you give them ? £2. '
10767. How soon do your benefits come into operation, as soon as the Lodge is open? After six months
I think, but I would not say positively whether it is six months or twelve months.
10768. Just look at the rules, will you, please ? Six months 1 find it is.
10769, Could you inform the Commission the number of members you had when the system of half
initiation fees was first brought into .operation ? Sixteen on the opening night.
10770. And what was the number of members you had when you reverted to the half-fee system the
second time ? Thirty-one good on tho books.
10771. A t what period was that ? December, 1880.
'
10772. Are you making many members now ? Not many now,
10773. How do you account for that ? I suppose there are not many people wish to join.
10/74. Do you not think it would be an improvement to have a uniform rate of contribution for all these
Societies ? It would be a great deal better.
10775, Do you believe in the competition that goes on now in Friendly Societies ? No.
10776. Mr. Mwlmid.] Are you aware that one of your laws provides that you shall pay not less than 6d.
per week to the Sick and Funeral Fund ? Yes.
‘
486—2 Q
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That would come to 26s ? Yes.
And you pay the doctor 7s. a quarter ? Yes.
And that would be 28s. ? Yes.
.
1882.
Then how can you pay this money ? By raising a levy of 2s. per member per quarter to defray
the contingent expenses.
10781. Are you aware that the initiation fees of the Grand United Order of Oddfellows are far higher
. than those of any other Society ? When I joined they were less than tho Manchester Unity, but in
1880 or 1881 the Manchester Unity lowered their initiation fees.
10782. The fees to join your Order are higher than most other Friendly Societies ? I don’t know the value
of others.
.
10783. Mr. Moldsicorih?[ Your contributions are equal to Is. 2d. per week ? Yes.
10784. How old is your Society? Two years and nine months.
10785. Do you think that is any guide ? No ; I go by other branches of the Society, as well as my own,
in saying that I believe the amount is sufficient.

B. Whbber.

30 June,

Mr. George Brown sworn and examined:—
Mr. G. Brown. 10786. President.'] What Society do you represent ? The Sernld Office Benefit Society.
,—, 10787. What office do you hold ? Secretary.
30 June, 1882. j,0788. Is the Society registered under the Friendly Societies Act ? No, it is not.
10789. Your Society is a very old one, is it not ? It has been established since 185G.
10790. What amount of accumulated funds have you ? £270.
10791. What number of members have yon ? 111.
10792. What are the benefits given by your Society? Medical attendance in cases of sickness to the
members and their families, and sick pay ranging from 25s. to 15s. per week, and £15 burial fee on the
death of a male member, with £10 on the death of a member’s wife.
10703. What are the contributions paid? 3s. per month per member.
10794. All alike ? Yes, all alike, single and married.
10795. What is the reason your Society has not heen registered ? The Messrs. Fairfax subscribe £100
per annum to our funds, and they do not desire any outside interference so far as the members are
concerned.
10796. Yon receive £100 per year from the firm ? Yes.
.
10797. That is a sort of subsidy ? Yes.
,
10798. The persons comprising the Society are wholly those employed in the Herald Office ? Yes; that
is the condition of membership.
10/99. No person in the trade outside could he admitted ? None whatever; hut there is a set-off against
that: in the event of a man leaving, he gets back one-quarter of the subscriptions he has paid, less the
amount absolutely paid to him as “ relief ” money.
10800. And that £100 given as a subsidy from the firm goes to swell your contributions ? It does ; we
have a £100 fixed as a debenture in the Bank of New South Wales, £70 interest on that in the Barrackstreet Savings Bank, and £103 cash in the Australian Joint Stock Bank.
10801. Is the money vested in Trustees ? Yes, in two Trustees.
10802. Do they give you any guarantee ? No—personal.
10803. No guarantee for your Treasurer? Only personal.
10804. Has any proposal been made to register the Society ? No.
10805. How long have you been connected with the Society ? Eighteen months, as Secretary.
10806. As far as your knowledge goes there is no proposition to register the Society under the Act ? No,
none within my recollection.
'
10807. Do you think Messrs. Fairfax & Sons would object to the Society being registered ? I could not
say.
_
10808. Would it not afford a gimter security for members ? I think so; but I think the reason is that
Messrs. Fairfax would not care about anypetty law suits that might arise; if such was the case they would
forego all expenses rather than have the affairs of the office drawn before the public.
10809. How many years have they donated this sum of £100 ? It has graduated'from £25 to £50 ; the
£100 has only been given the last three years ; the promise was that as we increased in number so they
would increase their subsidy; so if wo go on to 150 members, in all probability the Messrs, Fairfax will
give ns £15Q.
‘
10810. Then with the growth of the Society they have increased the amount of the subsidy? Yes..
10811. Who is the President of the Society ? Mr. Chas. Dixon.
'
10812.- Have your funds ever been larger than what you have now ? Never in the history of the
Society.
10813. The wives and children of members receive medical attendance and medicines ? Yes. I may say
that the subscriptions are deducted hy consent of the members from their salaries weekly, so that there
are never any arrears.
10814. That is an arrangement in the office ? It is an arrangement come to by agreement amongst the
members.
.
10815. It is deducted from their weekly pay ? Yes, by their consent, not by compulsion.
10816. Is every employee of tho establishment a member of the Society? No; there are only 111 members,
and 1. dare say there are 250 in the employ.
10817. Is each of the members subject to a medical examination ? Yes.
10818. By the Medical Officer of the Society ? Yes.
10819. Does he make a full and searching examination ? Yes.
10820. Have any members been refused in consequence of being unsound iu health ? None whatever.
10821. Who is the medical man ? Dr. Pickbum, of College-street.
10822. And he has never refused a single candidate ? Never.
10823. Does he receive any special fee for examination ? None whatever.
10824. It is included in his annual payment ? Yes; we pay him 18s.,a year a head. It was at his sugges
tion that we came to examine these members; we used not to do it.
10825.
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10S25. The practice now ia to examine every person seeking admission P Yes, every person seeking Mr.fi. iirdwn.
admission. Any member joining from the beginning of this year Mr. Hugh George, the Manager, caused
to join absolutely; that is, all new employes, but they have to pass the doctor; the members of the Jime, 1882.
Society demand the privilege of insisting upon that, and the firm demands the other. They do not compel
ns even to admit a person, hut they compel all new employes to join the Society, provided they can pass
a medical examination.
'
10826. And if not aide to pass the doctor ? That has never occurred.
10S27. Hoes tho privilege of joining the Society citend right through the office ? Tes, from the editor
down to the lad who is just out of his time—every person who draws a cheque from the firm as an employe.
10828. Are any of the editors or sub-editors members of the Society ? There are three who voluntarily
give a guinea a year. They are donors of a guinea, but they never draw on the funds, or doctor and
chemist’s account.
. 10829. What do you pay your chemist P We pay for the prescriptions per item, with 33 pCr cent, discount,
10S30. Do you think 3s. a month is sufficient to ensure payment of all these benefits the Society provides?
No, it is not.
.
10831. Do you think if you did not receive this donation from Messrs. Fairfax & Sons that yonr Society
would have been sound ? No, I do not.
•
10832. Do you think even with the sum of £100 so liberally given as a subsidy that it is sufficient to
ensure the due fulfilment of all the obligations of the Society? Tes, I do ; and I think we could save £60
a year out of that—that is, combined with the system of deducting the subscription weeklv.
10833. Do yon know what was the expenditure'for last year? £313 Is. 4d.
’
10S341. What was the amount received from all sources? We make two balance-sheets in each year ; the
first half-year of 1881 tho receipts, less cash in the Bank £60 lls, 6d., were £213 2s. 6d., and the expendi
ture was £156 3s. lOd.
.
10835. What was the next half-year ? The receipts were £202 2s. 8d., less £49 13s. cash in Bank, and
£7 5s. 8d. cash in hand; the expenditure was £156 17s. 0d., the heaviest in the experience of the Society.
10836. Do these amounts include tho £100 received from Messrs. Fairfax & Sons ? Tes.
10837. Have you tho present half-year’s balance-sheets ? Tes, balanced np till to-day ; there is a £100
debenture in the Bank of New South Wales, and interest on same in the Government Savings Bank of
£64 19s. Id., and £3 5s. interest; and £2 10s. interest on coupon, due this half-year; the receipts of the
Society arc £92 2s. lid.; cash in hand and Bank £43 5s. 2d.; the expenditure was £93 16s. 6d., and
we have in the Joint Stock Bank £103 5s. 5d. absolutely our own.
10838. This clearly proves that the income of the Society is not equal to the expenditure ? No.
10839. Has this occupied the attention of tho Society ? "it has.
10840. Have the officers taken any steps to place the Society on a more safe and permanent basis ? I
found that with the subsidy from the firm and having the subscriptions at 3s. a month we could save
£60 a year; but when it was left voluntarily to the members to pay their money to the Secretary the
Society has been known to be absolutely six months in arrears.
10841. There are no arrears at present ? No ; there may be five or six shillings.
10842. But nothing to speak of ? No.
10843. No other payments but tke 3s. a month are made ? That is all; we are empowered to make a
levy for a funeral in the event of the funds becoming exhausted, but that has never occurred.
10844. Do you publish your balance-sheets? Tes, it is printed and circulated amongst the members.
.10845. Do Messrs, Fairfax & Sons see the balance-slieet ? Every half-year.
10846._ Has their attention been called to the fact that the Society could not exist but for the donation
they give to it ? Tes, and they expressed a desire to help their employees.
10847. Have they received these balance-sheets you have read to the Commission ? Begularly, since I
.
have been Secretary.
10848. Is it proposed to take any further steps to raise the contributions ? No, it is not.
_
10849. What is the average of the members of yonr Society ? They range from twenty to sixty, and I
might strike an average at about thirty-five.
'
10850. Are there many of the members at sixty years of age ? Not above six.
10851. Many at twenty ? Only one.
10852. Many at thirty ? Tes, there are fifteen or sixteen at that age.
10853. Within what range of age would you have the largest number of members ? From thirty to fifty.
10854. Would you have a larger proportion below thirty than above? No.
10855. A larger proportion above thirty ? Tes, I should think so; I am only forming an opinion as to
age; I have not the ages entered.
10856. But you do enter the age? No.
10857. It is not aquestion of age? No.
10858. Ton admit them at all ages ? Tes, provided they can pass the medical examination.
10859. Tou do not apply the rule that age is a bar to the admission of a person? No,
10860. Any person even sixty years of age could join the Society if in a good state of health ? No person
could say that a member was in a healthy state at that age.
10861. If the doctor certified you would admit him ? Tes, after submitting it to the Board of Manage
ment.
10SG2. There is no rule to prevent him joining ? Nothing, unless the Board considered him ineligible.
10863. Would a man be ineligible if he was in good sound health ? The doctor says he cannot say that
any man at sixty is physically sound.
10864. At fifty then ? Tes, we would admit him.
,
‘
10865. Mr. Smith.] Are you identified with any other Friendly Society ? None whatever.
10866. Tou know nothing of the workings of ordinary Friendly Societies? No ; not sick Societies.
10867. Are many of yonr ^members also members of other Friendly Societies ? That I could not say.
10868. Tou charge no initiation fee ? Tes ; 5s. uniformly.
10869. Are any exlra fees paMto the doctor in cases of accouchement? Two guineas,
10870. Paid by the members ? Paid by tho members.
.
10S71. Nothing is paid by the Society ? No.
*
10872. The whole cost is thrown on the members ? Tes.
10873. Have you had any disputes in your Society ? Before I took office there were some.
10874. Of what nature wore they P The unsatisfactory nature of the account books.
10875.

308

I’RJKNDLT SOCIETIBS ACT IKQTTIEY COMMISSION—MINUTES OE EVIDENCE-

Mr.G.Brown. 10875. How were they dealt with ? A Board of Inquiry was appointed, hut they could not get any
satisfaction. There was no check upon the contributions paid to the Secretary further than that he signed
30 June, 1882. ^ cardj and the majority of the members had not these cards to produce, and so there could be no correct
audit.
_
10876. Did that involve a loss of funds to the Society ? Presumably.
10877. Do the proprietors exercise any authority or control over the working of the Society ? None
whatever.
'
10878. The working is left in the hands of the members? 'With this exception, that the firm deduct
the subscriptions weekly. The Messrs. Fairfax have a list of the members, and they can thus tell the
amount that ought to be received. The paymaster pays the weekly contributions deducted from the
members’ salaries to the Treasurer; the Treasurer gives him a receipt for the money he receives and
deposits it in the Bank, and furnishes me with the deposit slip, and I enter that as a receipt; so that the
Bank-book has to tally with his signature to the paymaster.
10879. Where do you hold your meetings ? In the Serald Office.
10880. Are they held at night ? No ; on Saturday afternoons.
_
10881. "Weekly ? Once each half-year, for the election of doctor and chemist and all officers.
'
10882. There is no other meeting ? None at which the general body of members meet.
10883. Tou are under no expense for a place of meeting ? None whatever.
10884. Do you pay your Treasurer ? £1 per annum.
10885. What is your salary ? £12 per annum.
10886. Any other officers paid ? No.
10887. Have you any regalia ? No, nothing of that sort.
_
,
10888. And your printing I suppose is done free hy the office itself? No; I get that done at Gibbs,
Shallard, & Co.’s.
10889. You have no pension fund in connection with the Society ? No, we have not.
10890. Have you any members permanently on your funds ? No.
_
.
10891. Is there any scale as to the sick pay ? Yes; you receive 25s. a week till you receive ^£20, and
22s. a week till it amounts to £25, 21s. till you have received £30, and so on down to 15s. You do uot
go below that.
. ,
10892. Have you ever had reason to complain of any of the members remaining longer on tho funds than
was thought necessary ? No ; the majority of members get their living by piece-work, nud the consequence
is it would uot pav a man—no matter hoiv indifferent a workman—to bo dishonest in that respect. It
would not be to his disadvantage to impose on the Society.
_
.
_
_
10893. Are there persons appointed by the Society to pay the sick pay ? They receive it through the
Secretary.
_
10894. You pay it yourself ? It is paid through me; two trustees sign the cheques. „
■ 10895. What check have you over persons sick as to whether they keep within your rules ? The doctor’s
certificate, and I visiting them.
_
10896. Do you think it would he un advantage to bring the Society under the operation of the law ?
I do.
10897. Has the matter ever been discussed ? I have heard that it was discussed years ago.
10898. But not recently ? Not recently, on account of the reason I have assigned.
10899, But that is only a matter of surmise ? Yes, so far as my knowledge is concerned.
_
_
10900. Messrs. Fairfax & Sons have never expressed themselves as being averse to the operation of the
law? Not to me.
10901. Hare you heard it from other persons ? No.
_
(
10902. Are you acquainted with the principles of the Friendly Societies Act? No.

10903. Have you given it any attention at all ? No.
10904. Then you do not know whether its requirements would be suitable to your Society or not ?
Further than that in the abstract I believe they could sue and be sued.
^
_
10905. There would he no necessity for that sort of thing in your ease ? No, I do not think there could
he under the new system.
,
10906. Mr. Jbir/ail.] Can you toll us how much tho Society has received from the Jlcrald proprietors as a
total? No, I could not.
'
10907, Could you form any idea? I could not tell from memory how the amounts graduated, from what
date the various sums were given.
10908. How many years have they heen given ? Since 1856.
■
10909. They commenced with £25 ? Yes, and went on.
10910. You have received more than £270 ? Yes, I have received £150 during the last eighteen months.
10911. You said you had made a calculation that showed you would he able to save £60 a year ? Yes,
with the subscriptions kept back from the salaries.
_
_
,
10912. Then without this donation you would lose £40 a year ? Yes, because out of _36s. contributed hy
the members 18s. is paid to the doctor, and then there are working expenses and medicines.
.
10913. Have you ever made an estimate what the chemist costs per year ? It fluctuates very much.
10914. But you pay the doctor 18s. ? Yes; and I have paid the chemist £14 per quarter, hut this quarter
it was only £6.‘
10915. You have never made an estimate of the annual cost ? No. _ _
10916. Do you think it is as low as 7s, per member per year ? No, it is not.
10917. "Would it be 10s. ? More than that.
10918. "Well, 10s. and 18s. would make 28s. out of the amount contributed? It would bo more than
that.
10919. "Well, if you take say 30s. out, it leaves only Gs. for the sick benefit? Yes._
_
10920. Do you observe that the benefits you give are larger than those of Societies charging 5s. per
month ? I have heard so, hut do not know it positively.
_
10921. The benefits are greater and the contributions less ? Yes, consequent on the subsidy from the
firm.
...
. ,
'
.
u
10922. As a matter of opinion, do you not think a Society of that kind should work on its own contribu
tions ? If it were a public one, yes.

10923.
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Mr.G.Brown.
10923. 3.f the members leave the employ do they forfeit their membership ? Tes.
10921. Would you be in favour of a Government officer to supervise all Societies of a friendly beneiit
30 June, 1882.
nature ? Most decidedly.
,
10925. The fact that, as you state, the boohs of the Society previous to your taking ofhee were wrong,
shows that there is some necessity for------? A more correct audit.
__
10926. Mr. Ch-nville.] You spoke of there being “ presumably” a deficiency ? Yes.
10927, Was such an investigation made as to enable you to determine whether there was such a deficiency
or not? Nothing definite could he arrived at, as there were no means of proving what had been received.
10928. Then, 1 presume, at that time the Messrs. Fairfax were not in the habit of allowing their pay
master to deduct the amounts ? No.
_
,
,
10929. Was it in consequence of this presumable or apparent deficiency that the Messrs, hairtax introduced
that system? No, it was at my suggestion.
10930. Can you give the Commission any idea, as to the amount to which the funds of tho Society are
benefited by persons leaving the employ without receiving benefits from the Society after contributing to
it perhaps for years ? Well, no, I could not answer that question.
10931. 1 presume in that establishment there are very few men who leave the employ ? Very few. ^
10932. And therefore any benefit arising to ihe Society from men leaving would oe very limited r I
cannot see that there would be much benefit.
,
10933, Jfr. SoldsworfJi.'] I presume that occasionally men get too old to follow out their calling? Yes,
"tlicrG are several cases*
10934. Where they have left through old age? They have left with the option.of doing what little they
could. The Messrs. Fairfax give them what is called a “ frame,” and a compositor to a very old age can
earn a little, and he gets that together with a small pension from the Messrs. Fairfax.
10935. Then there is a system of superannuation in tho Herald office ? Only voluntarily.
10936. If a man gets too old to work he still remains on your funds ? Not as a sick member.
10937. Hut on your funds in ease he gets sick ? Undoubtedly.
30938. There is provision made for a man however old he is ? Yes.
10939. Then a man is not thrown out on the world when he gets too old to work ? Certainly not, he
comes down to 15s. a week, and goes on as long as he remains there.
^
10940. If a man becomes too old to work lie would not be thrown on the world ? No, but there never
has been a case in which the Messrs. Jfairfax did not superannuate him.
.
10941. Tn case a deficiency occurred in your funds there is no doubt the firm would supply it ? 1 believe
they would.
10942. They look upon the Society as part and parcel of their establishment? Well, if \ye desired to
abandon the Society to-morrow I believe we could. They did not absolutely cause the Society to exist,
but if wc voluntarily agree to join together they agree to subsidise us.
1C943. They treat it as part of their establishment? Yes, but entirely apart from the business.
10944. Is Mr.'Watson your chemist? Yes.
_
10945. Then if he said the average was Is. fi-Jd. per quarter, I presume he would be right? 1 do not see
that at all.
.
10946. Mr. Ihtlie.'] Have you had many deaths lately ? I think there have been four during my term of
oflice.
10947. How much was given on account of these? £15 in case of a male member's death, and £10 in
respect of a wife.
10948. Previous to your taking office the funds were reduced to a low ebb ? There was no money at all,
except the debenture of £100.
■
_
10949. Had a death taken place there would have been a levy made ? F do not think so: 1 think the
Messrs. F'airfax would have paid anything.
10950. You have a sliding scale of payments ? Yes.
10951. Mr. Slade.'] Who is Mr. Newman? He is the paymaster of the office.
10952. Eegariing the moneys paid in, do hoys of a lower wage pay the same as men? There arc no boys
in tbo Society; the youngest member is 20, but he has completed his apprenticeship.
_
_
10953. You made a statement to the effect that the reason the firm might object to registration was that
they would not like the affairs — ? That is my opinion.
_
■
10954. Are you aware that the Act gives you power to avail yourselves of its penal clauses whether you
are registered or not ? No, I am not aware or that.
10955. Have you made an average of your sickness ? No.
_
,
_
10956. Mr. Gcldivtj.] Do I understand that a member of your Society having received Die full amount
of 25s. a week can never return to that amount again ? No.
...
.
10957. He has to go to the low scale, no matter how long he may he well in the interim ? He Keeps to
the amount he has come down to.

Mr. Henry Austen sworn and examined:—
10958. President,] What Society do yon represent ? No. 3, Good Samaritan, Sous of Temperance.
Mr.H.Austen
10959. What office do you hold ? Treasurer.
_
/'"“‘—"'n
10960, How long have you been Treasurer ? About thirteen years altogether; ten years without going 30 June, 1882.
out of office.
_
10961. What is the financial position of the Society? Not very good; in fact it is low.
10962. What number of members have you ? Fifty-two financial—sixty-two on the roll.
10963. What amount of money have you to your credit?I do not think it is more than about £72.
10964. Your contributions are------? Is. a. week.
10965. And the usual benefits are given hy the Society ? Yes; £20 in the case of tho death of a member,
and £10 on the death of a wife; sick-pay a guinea a week for the first six months, 15s. for the next six
months, and a superannuation of 7s. a week as long as a
brother is ill.
10966. You have had a mueh larger number of membersthan now ? We have had as highasabout 230.
10967. Has not your Society a property at Newtown ? No ; it had though.
10968. What has become of that property ? I hold it at present.
10969.
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Mr.fi.Austen 10969. As the mortgagee or how ? I hold it as my freehold.
10®^- How was it sold F By the mortgagee.
Bnt’
' 10971. Who was the mortgagee ? 1 could not say. Holdsworth & Evans acted for them : I did Imow,
hut I forget.
10972. What amount of money was on tho building ? £800.
10973. What did it realize ? £1,000.
10974. You gave £1,000 for it P I gave more than that; I gave £1,000 at the sale, and then offered to
let them have it back again if they conld rally round and make it up; and I transferred it back again to
them. We had a law suit coming on in connection with one of our brothers who was in the mad-house,
and they said there was no other way of meeting the expense but to sell the hall, and I bought it back
again, and gave another £100 besides, paying all expenses.
10975. What became of the difference between the £800 and the £1,200 that the building fetched?
There was money they had to pay to the Master iu Lunacy, 40 odd pounds. Wc had paid £160 on
account of this brother during the last five years, and had knocked off paying because the youngest girl
became of age to work for Lor own living, and there were no children depending on him ; but the Master
iu Lunacy came on us for back money. That is why they sold the hall back to mo again.
10976. What was that amount ? T do not remember; I could not say exactly.
10977. But about the amount? They had to pay I think about £47.
10978. And that £47 was a part of the money over and above satisfying the mortgage ? Certainly it was,
10979. And what became of the balance ? The trustees bad it.
109S0. But you say they have now only £70 to their credit ? About that.
■
10981. Then you have lost money ? Yes, we have, considerably. We have had very heavy sickness, and
have two on the superannuation fund, and have only about fifty-two financial members. The doctor’s hill
every quarter comes to about £17. J have put a motion on the table to levy all the Lodge 3d. a week to
put us in a better position again,
•
10982. Then you think the sum you are paying now is not sufficient? "No, not with this heavy burden
upon ns ; we are not clearing our expenses, but are going back £12 or £14 a year.
10983. When was the hall sold ? I could not say.
10984. Was it two years ago ? Yes, about that. There was nearly £100 owing on the mortgage, and
perhaps more than that.
'
10985. And you hold the property now ? Yes.
10986. And you say the Society contemplates raising its contributions ? Yes.
10987. So as to increase the income? Yes.
10988. Has any such resolution been tabled ? No, it was to have come off last meeting, but X forgot the
night, and there wras no action taken.
10989. Do you make any new members ? Yery few.
10990. Many leaving ? No. We tried to make a fresh start some time ago, and made ten or twelve
members; with that exception we have made no new members for'four years.
10991. Does the Society still meet in the hall ? Yes, in the small ball.
10992, Do they pay rent? 5s. a meeting; fortnightly.
10993. What do you pay your doctor per member ? I think 5s. 8d. per quarter.
10994. And the chemist ? He finds his own medicine.
10995. Does the hall pay a fair interest on the purchase money ? .lust now it does; but the first twelve
months I was some £20 out.
1
10996. It is used for other purposes than Temperance Societies P Oh, yes. I let it for any Society. The
I.O.O.F. meets there, the Druids have been meeting there, the Q-ood Templars, the Orange Lodge, and
the Protestant Alliance all meet there.
,
10997. Mr. Moldsworth!] Are you still paying for this member in the Lunatic Asylum ? We have not
paid lately, and looking at the Friendly Societies Act wo see he cannot claim more than £200. We have
talked it over, and have let it run on, to try aud make the money up amongst ourselves so as not to let it
affect the Lodge.
*
10998. Does not that refer to £200 at the time of death ? I cannot say: I think it would be a good
thing if you were to take that into consideration in reference to brethren going out of their minds. I
do not think when a man is the same as this man receiving all this money that the Master in Lunacy
should come on the Benefit Society when a lot of men are trying hard to keep up the Lodge.
10999. How long is it since that liall was begun ? Fourteen years about.
11000. Your division was then in a flourishing position, was it not? Yes; we levied some nine years ago
. 3d. each to try and get the hall out of its difficulties, but the members dwindled down to about fifty, and
then we got up to sixty-two.
11001. Was it not the building of that hall that created all the difficulties of the Division ? It had a
great deal to do with it,
11002. You spent your funds and became involved ? Yes.
11003. And a run of sickness came and yon had no funds ? There is a great deal of truth in that.
11004. You have made numerous efforts to get over the difficulties ? I have a motion coming on next
,
quarterly night to do so.
11005. You have the power under your rules to levy in cases of emergency ? Yes.
II,006. And you have exercised that power? No, 1 do not think so.
11007. Mr. Abigail.'] You have had legal advice? Yes; we saw Mr. Brown on tho subject of the claim
by the Master in Lunacy, and lie said we had better pay the money.
"
11008. Mr. Smith.] Yon bad been paying this man sick-pay prior to his going into the Asylum? Yes;
we paid a guinea a week for six months, and he got well and came on the funds four different times.
11009. Then he had got down to the lowest scale of sick-pay allowed him ? Yes.
11010. And you were responsible for that man dining the whole of his illness? Yes.
11011. And the debt which you were asked to pay was only created under this low scale ? Yes.
11012. And under that you owed some £40 ? Yes.
11013. You were in possession of funds during that period ? Yes.
11014. That was the only liability of any importance that you have had for years ? Yes; we had several
times six or seven members on the books. 1 think our Lodge, from what I can hear of the Sons
of
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of Temperance, has paid more money away for sick benefits in proportion to its members than any other Mr-H-Austen,
I have heard of.
11015. Did the action of the Master in Lunacy in demanding this money bring about the selling of the -Tune, 1882,
hall? Yes; that is, the second time; they were trying to recover themselves to make np the money to
me when this threatening letter came to them, and they decided at once to let the hall go again.
11016. Is there not a peculiar history connected with the management and disposal of this hall? No, I
do not think so.
11017. Has not the management of this hall had to do with retarding the progress of the Society ? No,
I do not think so, any further than 1 believe in the first piace we had seven as good men as we could
possibly get as Trustees; but when they found that one after another kept dropping off, and that tho
work was left to them, they began to get tired and let the thing go; but as a Lodge we bad good, honest,
honorable men as Trustees of the hall.
.
11018, When that hall was built it was built under very favourable circumstances, was it not? It was
built with a heavy mortgage, though we had at the time a good many members and things looked
favourable.
11019. But the mortgage of £800 was not the original mortgage ? Yes.
11020. Is no portion of that compound interest? Not one shilling of it,
11021. The mortgagee in that case was Mr. S. 0. Brown P He was the agent for the mortgagee.
11022. It was from his office you got the money ? Yes, he acted for a principal.
11023. He allowed the Trustees considerable latitude, did be not ? He allowed them to run a long way
back.
11024. Were not several attempts made on tbe part of the members before you became the purchaser
to dispose of the hall ? Yes, they tried for some time to sell it privately, hut they could not get a customer.
11025. They could have got a customer, could they not, provided tbo Trustees bad been willing to convey ?
No, I do not think so ; there was only one person that I cau remember that offered any money or made
any inquiry about it at all. I was appointed to sec one gentleman who had an idea of purchasing, and I
told him what we wanted, hut he would not come up to the mark.
11026. Did the Society place the property before the G-overnmont ? Yes.
11027. Was that with the consent or the original Trustees or of the second hatch of Trustees? With
the consent of the Hall Committee and of the Trustees.
.
11028. They were not in the Colony when the bother took place ? Not all of them.
11029. And it was through that that the building was not then sold ? No, we got leave from them all to
sell it; we offered it to the Government, but they did not accept it.
11030. .Do you think from your experience of that Society that the action taken in reference to this
building bas had an injurious effect on the operations of your Society ? Yes, I think it has, because it
has caused them to fall out amongst themselves instead of trying to get the hall out of debt.
11031. And it has had the effect of causing a great number of your original members to leave the
Society ? Yes, it was the cause of perhaps more than half of them leaving.
11032. And you have never put the law into operation by summoning these persons for their arrears, but
have allowed them to go ? No, we have not, and that is where we have made a mistake.

Mr. Jacob Audet sworn and examined:—
11033. President.'] What Society do you represent ? The American Constitution of Oddfellows.
11034. Known as the Independent Order of Oddfellows ? Yes.
11036. What office do you hold? None.
11036, Have you held office ? I have not in that Society.
11037. How long have you been a member ? About two years and a half, I think.
11038. Have you some cause of complaint against tbe Society ? Yes.
11039. What is the nature of that complaint? Embezzlement, extortion of money, and doing away
with Lodge’s money unconstitutionally.
11040. Who has been guilty of embezzlement ? A man of tbe name of Cavenagb, a Lodge Secretary.
11041. What Lodge was it ? The Pride of the South, i do not belong to it now; I am an expelled
member.
11042. What amount of money did be embezzle ? When I found out something was wrong I brought
forward a motion that an investigation should take place, and asked that the pence-books should be called
in, and by them we found out, I think, that something like £30 odd was wrong; but they would not
let me go on, and I suffered a great deal of abuse, they saying I was trying to bring the Order into
disgrace. One night I was determined to go to a Magistrate and get a warrant, but he brought in
£11 Os. 8d., and that was all the money we liad of him.
11043. Was ho Treasurer of the Lodge? Secretary.
11014. Do you know where he lives ? I have not the slightest idea; he was a teacher with Mr. Cannon,
of the Lyceum School.
11045. What other embezzlements were there—any other cases ? The veryfirst I found out I found that the
expenses were so enormous that I cannot call it anything but embezzlement. The institution of the Lodge
cost £43, when the things purchased could have been had for £20; that was by a man named Garcia, m
Park-street. Other Lodges have made the same complaint, paying £50, £60, and up to £100, the night
of opening the Lodge.
•
11046. Who received this £40 odd ? Garcia, as expenses.
11047. lie received it on the night of tho Lodge being brought into existence ? 1 think the night after
the institution, when I was not there ; be brought it forward at tbe first meeting at which I was present.
11048. What was the name of the Lodge you speak of? The Pride of the South.
11049. Is there any other case ? Yes ; a member was initiated tbo night before I was, and about two or
three months afterwards it was found that he was subject to fits. A communication was made to the
Lodge that this member was certainly in the Order under false pretences. A committee was appointed,
and. they exonerated him if he gave an indemnity that the wife should not come on them for the funeral
money. I objected to that, and 1 kept on for two years, but such cliques have been formed and such
'

disgraceful

Mr.
J. Audet.
30 June, 1S82,
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disgraceful things done that it was no use. Money has heen voted away by several Lodges—the Golden
Qa|e jg one—an(j
aily objection was made by me a charge was laid against me.
Again, Mr. Cannon
30Jmiir"l882 ^r0l!o^^ ^ charge against a man of the name of "Wilkins, living in Albion-street; his sick money came to
,lue’
‘ something like £8, and Mr, Cannon charged him with suffering from venereal disease. The Lodge
moved in the matter, and the doctor gave evidence and said he had nothing of the kind, but tbe man left
the Order. The initiation money in the Waratah Lodge came to £43, and it was stated that tbo expenses
were £57,
....
11050. Is there anything else you wish to bring under the notice of the Commission? I wish to bring my
ease forward to show how I was dealt with through trying to bring about an understanding.
11051. But is there any other case of fraud or misappropriation of money ? Money has been voted to
officials that was not for that purpose at all, and we began to speak against it, but were powerless.
The Commission then adjourned until Monday, 3rd July.
J. Audet,

MONDAY, 3 JULY, 1882.
present:—

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G, M.P, President.
JAMES E. SMITH, Esq,
JOHN GELDING, Esq,
FRANCIS ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P.,
EDWAED GEEVILLE, Esq, J.JP,
PHILIP EJSBY HOLDSWORTH, Esq,
PHILIP J. NEWXAND, Esq,
EDWARD J. EUEIE, Esq.
JOHN SLADE, Esq,
Dr. Walter William Joseph O’Reilly sworn and examined :—
Dr. IV. W, J. 11052. YremdentO, You are I understand Honorary Secretary to the New South WalesBranch of the
O’Reilly.
British Medical Association ? I am.
'
11053. You forwarded a copyof a report from the Association to the Commission ? Yes.
3 July, 1882.
11054 Have you had any experience in connection with Friendly Societies as Medical Officer ?Yes, for
the iirst four or five years of my practice I had a good deal of practice with them ; hut since that time I
have given up all my Lodges with the exception of one, which I now carry on.
11055. Then you have no Societies at present? I have oue—Court Robin Hood of tbe Eoresters.
11056. What payments do they make to you ? £1 a year per member.
_
11057. That is without a chemist? They find their own chemist.
11058. During your experience as Medical Officer of several Societies have you found there has been a
lack in the kind of necessary examination of candidates seeking admission, in having no proper form
provided ? Certainly there has been no proper form ; the Eoresters provide the best form J. have seen,
but tbe Temperance Societies have simply a book in which tho medical officer certifies to the candidate’s
soundness.
11059. I see from the recommendations made by tlie Association that one of the first has a reference to a
form for examination ? Yes.
11060. In which you recommend that a form somewhat similar to that of Life Assurance offices should
he adopted ? Yes ; hut not quite so extended.
11061. Look at this form (-produced) and see if you would recommend a form like it (a Life Assurance
viedical form)? Some of these might be left out with benefit, such as height of body, circumference of
cbest, and so on,
11062. Have not the height and weight something to do with health and long life ? Yes, so have all
these things, hut still for a man entering a Lodge we do not consider it is necessary he should pass so
strict an examination as in going through an Insurance office. To fill up one of these takes about half-an
hour, and that would he rather much to ask of a medical man for each of his Lodge members, especially as
most of tbe Lodges pay no fee. We refer specially to the question in the first page of Life Assurance forms.
110G3. Would you have any objection as Secretary of the Association to obtain from the Association a
copy of a paper that you think sufficient for the purposes of examination for all Societies ? I will lay
it before the general meeting on Eriday next.
11064. Will you kindly send us a digest of what you think sufficient ? Yes.
11065. Then in reference to the second paragraph where you suggest that medical benefits should “ be
confined to mechanics, labourers, journeymen, small traders, and to people with small incomes,” as you
state also you find that a large number “of people with considerable means—merchants, bank managers,
Members of Parliament, builders, contractors, &c.—at present avail themselves to a very large extent of
the medical benefits intended for their less affluent brethren.” Do youfind that this at the presenttime—
as contained in the paragraph—exists to a large extent ? To a very large extent, and it has heen the
source of a good deal of misunderstanding between the doctors and the Lodges. Many men have joined
a Lodgewhenthey were men just entering life, and as they have got on they have become wealthy men, but
they have kept in tbe Lodges and accepted the doctor’s attendance. For instance, Lodge doctors have
been asked to go as far out as Marrickville to attend a patient—a man who has occupied civic positions—
1 am telling this from hearsay.
HOGG. But we want what you know ? Well, I know of merchants getting the Lodge doctor to attend
their families, and it causes a great deal of heartburn amongst medical men that they should be compelled
to attend these men who might receive tbe other benefits of tbe Lodge, and yet pay their own doctor’s
fees; they complain principally that these people give them more trouble than the ordinary Lodge
,
members.
11067. But it is not a fact that a large number of the classes you mention here do not participate in tho
benefits ? They avail themselves of the services of tlie doctor.
11068. But is there not a large proportion who do not do that ? I do not know, hut there are a great many
men who receive medical attendance who are well off. 1 know a man in a Lodge who was able to sell a
property worth £5,000, and whelms the club doctor attending himself and his family.
11069. Then your Society regards these Societies as simply for mechanics, labourers, small traders, and
journeymen ? Yes.
11070. And not for persons better off in life? No.
11071.
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11071. And you tliink
is a misapplication, on the part of patients more fortunately situated in life ?
les; we hardly think it is right they should avail themselves of the medical benefits; we think it would
he graceful on their part to retire and not expect the doctor’s services. Many of these gentlemen have
large families, and it is rather hard on a doctor if he lias to travel a great distance and attend those
families, when they might be able to buy him ten times out.
•^°U aije aware ^at ^ieTe ia no law or rule P Tes, we know that; we know we have to submit to
it, but it would not be felt so much if it were not that this class of persons the doctors find most troublesome.
'Ll60
paragraph yon recommend that there should he a uniform payment to medical
men P That there should he not less than £1 per annum.
'
11074. Are you of opinion that £1 is sufficient to ensure attendance on members, their wives and families ?
11/V7c',°v 111 i ** 1S; ^'s a
Payment if confined to the class we speak of, within a certain radius.
11075, Ion also recommend that the fee in cases of accouchement should be increased? Should be
increased up to two guineas.
11076. Would you give the Commission tho benefit of your opinion with the reason why there should be
a lee of two guineas; is it because of the continual attendance ? The medical men think the fee at present
18 aiii’ i-0 lriaxml,nn being as far as I know £112s. 6d. The attendance on a midwifery case occupies a
good deal of time, and there is the after attendance at least for nine days, and sometimes that is continued
for a month or two months, according to the nature of the disease which may set in afterwards. But the
medical men think that two guineas is a reasonable fee, and I do not know whether you have it in
our recommendations, but they thought if one guinea was paid by the member and one by tbe Society
the ti\o guineas would be a fair thing. ^ It isowing to the time consumed in attending these eases that
makes us think wc do not receive sufficient remuneration for them at present.
110i7. You are aware that the payments to medical men in connection with these Societies is regulated
pretty well by the medical profession themselves, by tbe doctors who take the Societies ? Tes, to a great
extent that is quite true, but I do not think the Societies in the long run get the good they might do
it they started with a uniform system of payment. If they gave such a thing as not less than £1 a
certain class of medical men would tender for Societies who now hold aloof and allow young men to
tender for Societies at a low rate. Some Lodges take them at 15s., 12s., and even as low as 10s. a year;
the result is that the doctor in some cases looks upon it as an arrangement to make money, and patients
belonging to that Lodge are not attended to in the way in which they should be, as the doctor thinks lie
has been cheated to some extent; that has led to a good deal of indifferent attendance on some of the
patients, and a good doal of complaint on the part of the doctors. I think Benefit Societies would got
bettor attendance and be much better treated if there was a uniform payment of a guinea or a pound a year.
110/8. Lou are aware that it is not only tho amount paid per annum that medical men take Societies for
in starting their practice, but the collateral good which results in building up a practice? Tes, I am
aware of this, that when I went in to take Lodges to get a standing I found after a time that my worst
patients were my Lodge patients, because if 1 happened to displease them they were the most bitter
against me, and it was to my advantage to give them np as soon as possible ; I therefore gave them up all
but this Lodge, which I have now at the high rate, and we work well together.
Ifut 1 presume some of the ablest and best men in the profession have commenced in this way
with Societies ? Tes, nearly all our men have done that.
11080. Indeed the best in Sydney ? Yes, some of our very best men.
11081. And you are aware if a Society advertised for medical men to-morrow, there would be tenders at
from 10s. upwards ? Tes, there would he plenty of replies, but that sort of thing does not tend to
promote the well being of Societies.
11082. Do all the members registered under the New South 'Wales Board belong to your Society ? No,
the majority m Sydney do belong to the Association ; we number now about eighty-five members, some of
whom are country members.
11083. You understand that with the medical profession, like all others, it is entirely in their own hands
the value they put upon their own services ? Tes, and that will work its own cure, because the Lodges
themselves complain of the treatment they receive at the hands of some of the medical men; this is done
by the Association to further the interests of medical men and benefit the Societies.
11084. You are of opinion that a medical man taking a Society for 10s. would not do justice? I do not
see how he could, because be must have a large number of Societies to make it pay him. It does a
medical man no good, nor the Lodges either, the slipshod way of prescribing and visiting that sometimes
take place, and I don’t think tbe doctor does justice to himself or the patient.
+u-08u Have you foun<-1 t,mt y™r prescriptions are faithfully dispensed ? I have had reason to doubt
this, because you would find the same prescription dispensed three or four times would vary each time
m colour, in consistency, and in effect.
J
1108G. Do you attribute that to tho chemist being not sufficiently paid ? I do.
11087. What would you consider a fair payment to bo made to a chemist per head per year ? I think the
fairest way of paying a chemist is to take a percentage of the amount of medicine dispensed; for instance
^(Aooinw1arc- dl8.Pen.8ed at balf-a-crown a bottle, and 25 or 33 per cent, might bo taken off that,
’
11088. Who is the cnetoist to your Society ? Mr. Itose, in Greorge-street.
110S9. Docs he adopt that plan ? No, he is paid Ss. per year per member, but the patients are constantly
complaining themselves. I have not the means of verifying these statements at all times, because it
would entail a long chemical analysis which I have not tbe time to do, but I do not think the system of
paying so. nmch a member 'works well. But in regard to this Lodge X may say they tried tho percentajro
system with Mr. Watson, who allowed them 25 per cent., and I believe they found his account was in
excess of mine, and that their funds would not stand it, so they had to go back to the old plan.
11090. What is your individual opinion with reference to members being permitted to belong to more
than one Society ? I do not think it is right. I think a man should belong to one Society only because
it has occurred to me that men who are earning about 30s. a weok and belong to three Societies mi<dit
come to me and get a certificate for each Society and thereby get £3 a week or double his usual income,
it is to ins interest to malinger, giving me some trouble and him no inducement io get well.
HQfll. Have you found during your experience a disposition on the part of many members to be placed
on the funds who are not really sick ? Well, in certain Lodges I have found it. I had a Lodge in which
there were a good many lumpers on the wharves, and I found that they got lumbago and things of that
sort when there were not many ships in the harbour loading.
11 no?
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Dr. W. W. J. 110c)2 And you think the cure for that would be not to permit persons to be members of more than ono
0Ke,lly- Society? I think so.
.
. . _
,
„
11093. Do you think that in any new legislation that should be a provision ? Yes, decidedly.
3 July, 1SS2.
11001. You know the contributions paid by most members of the Societies? 1 cannot say that X do.
11095. Do you notice that you say in the fifth paragraph of your report that the members and Lodges of
several Societies do not pay sufficient to place the Societies in a solvent position? Yes, I am aware of
that, hut I have no personal experience of what they pay.
. .
11096. Do you know the amount of -donations they make ? I think it varies; I trunk it is about *15 in
case of death.
,
11097. And up to £20 and £30 ? Yes; I think they arc very liberal donations.
_
11098. What information did your Branch of the British Medical Association receive in order to cause
them to place this recommendation in ? A committee was appointed, consisting of about six members, ^
and some of these had personal experience. Dr. Belgrave was one who was strong on that point, and he
spoke principally upon that. I may say that in drawing up that report there was a divisional opimon as to
how far we should go, and a first report from the committee was rejected, it being considered that it went
outside of the medical hearing of the Friendly Societies, and it was considered that in drawing up this
report we should keep strictly to the medical bearing of the case. That may account for some of us
not knowing so much about the contributions, because it struck some of us that it did not quite concern us.
11099. I presume it is generally known that the contributions paid arc scarcely sufficient to ensure all
tbe benefits promised ? I know they vary, but I could not speak positively as to that.
11100. Have you known during your experience of any cases of defalcation on tho part of officers or
members of tbe Societies ? Not in my own Societies. ■
11101. In anv of tbe Societies you have bad to do with ? No, not as far as 1 remember.
_
11102. Do you know anything of the financial position of the Societies you have had to do with as to
their ability to pay ? One Society I know—I think it was a Sons of Temperance Lodge—which had to
amalgamate with some other Society in order to save themselves from insolvency.
, . ^ .
11103. I find also that there is a recommendation from your Association that a Friendly Societies Bank
should he established
do you not think the present facilities granted by the G-overnment Savings’ Banks
and the P.O. Savings’ Bank are sufficient for the purpose ? No, we do not think they are quite sufficient.
We think it well to establish such a hank, for this reason : We know that in many instances the head ol
the family is taken sick, and delay has taken place in getting the certificate of ill-health sent m, and per
haps a week or so has elapsed before he receives his pay, so that the time he most requires it passes by.
It would facilitate bis gettiug his money if there was a bank at which these orders could be presented
and paid. All moneys received by Friendly Societies might also be paid into this Bank. We consider
this Bank should receive small sums, and should be open at night, so that when a Lodge has its meeting,
and closes at (say) half-past 9, its Treasurer might go and pay the money into the Bank at once.
11101'. Then it is simply to make payments of sick pay to members and of the funeral donations r lea,
and so that members themselves should pay their money in and get credit for it, and that all the financial
matters could be carried on through this Bank instead of through the Societies.
_
11105, Do you think that would simplify tho working of the Societies ? We think it would.
11106. And afford greater security ? We think so.
_
,
„
11107. Then you don’t think the present aiTangement with tlie Post Office Savings Bank meet tue want.
No, because.it would want somebody who would be well up in tbe working of Friendly Societies them
selves, and I do not see that any of our other institutions could meet the want.
HIOS’. You are aware that a shilling can he deposited there ? Yes.
.
11109. So the smallest contributions might be paid in ? Yes; but we recommend a Bank tor carrying on
all the operations of Friendly Societies only.
, v ■ u i o tt
a*
11110. And that they are to pay their contributions into this Society through their Bank ? Yes, ana to
have a book in which they would have credit for their payments, and the Secretaries would he apprised that
such and such members had paid their contributions. Then, in case of sickness, a man could get Ins
certificate from the doctor, aud it could he signed by the Secretary, and the monej; be paid at once.
11111. You also recommend, in order that this Commission should he in a position to be ot some real
service, two medical men and two actuaries should be appointed ;—are you aware that we jjav6 ^ ready
examined—I think you are the sixth medical man examined in connection with the Societies ? Wc think
that there are many things that would come up in reference to which it would he well to have medical
men on the Commission, "and that it would facilitate the working of this Commission, and that they would
be able to elicit matters that men outside tlie profession would not be able to do.
.
11112. I presume that you are also unaware of the fact that one actuary has already been examined, and.
a second has been summoned and would have been present but that he is in South Australia. 1 am not
aware of it.
,
.
-r j
^ .
j.
•
11113 Do you think that medical men as a rule pay as much attention to Lodge patients as to tneir
private patients ? I think if they got better pay the patients would get better attention
A great deal
depends upon who the medical man is, and upon the elasticity of his conscience, but I think, taking it as a
whole, club patients do not get the attention private patients would.
i
T
,
lllld?. Have you any suggestions to make that might be of service beyond this report ? No, I cannot say
I have; that embodies pretty well all I wish to say.
.
..
^
11115. Mr. Smith.] Touchiug that question of the Bank business, do you know ol its being m operation
anywhere ? It was stated at our meetings that such a system was carried out iu Paris.
_
11116. Dealing entirely with the business of Friendly Societies ? I could not say whether it deals entirely
with the Societies.
^
11117. Is it a Government Institution or established by the Societies themselves r it
Institution. I believe my recommendation would be that this should he a Government
11118. That would virtually supersede the business of Friendly Societies altogether ?
that, because it would only contain the money of each Society, the money being paid

■
n
iis a Government
Institution. ^
_ No, I don t see
into and through

11119. You have had no personal experience of the internal working of Friendly Societies ?

No, none

11120. You know there are governing bodies in connection with them known as Districts or Grand Lodges ?
Yes.
1112L
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Dr. W. W. J.
11121. Aud tiiere are a number of subordinate Lodges which constitute these Districts P Yes.
11122. You know it is the business of tho subordinate Lodges to meet once a fortnight and receive the O’Keiily.
moneys of their members ? No, I cannot say I know that.
3 July, 1882.
1112!). And that it is not compulsory on the part of the member himself to-neglect his work and to attend
the meeting P 1 did not know it, but would infer it.
11124. Has it ever been brought under your notice that in numbers of cases the wives and children of
members attend and pay the contributions, thereby saving a loss of time and salary to the member him
self? Yes. I have assumed that from cases which have come under my notice.
11125. And that the Lodges themselves are generally situated in the localities where the persons reside ?
Not invariably, because I know ] have very long distances to go to see some of my patients.
11126. But tbey are only exceptional cases ? No, I cannot say so; many of them live as far as the
Annandalo Estate, and the Lodge room is in Castlereagh-street, while others live in Paddington and other
places as far away.
■
11127. Do you know it is the business of the Lodges to receive tbe moneys from the members and
generally watch over the interests of the Lodge P Yes.
11128. And see that the moneys are paid at the proper time to the sick members of that Lodge ? T
believe it is their business to do it; but I know that the wives of members have complained to me that
none of the visiting members have beeu to them, nor have they received their sick pay.
11129, Do you know of any particular instances in which that has occurred ? 1 could not answer that
now. I could not give you the exact instances.*
11130. I understood you to say you had heen many years the medical officer of Court Robin Hood P Yes,
about eight years I think.
11181. Has ever an instance of that character been brought under your notice with a member of that
Lodge ? Yes, I have been told by the wives of members that tbey did not get their pay for a week after
wards, but I cannot furnish you just now with the particular instance; but once or twice in that Court it
bas occurred, and in some of the other Societies which I had 1 know it has occurred.
11132. Of course you are aware that all payments must be made on your certificate ? Yes.
11133. Has not a difficulty arisen iu obtaining your certificate? No, I am not aware of it. I do not know
that tbe members at any time have had a difliculty in obtaining my certificate if they were entitled to it,
11134. You know that any neglect on the part of tbe medical man ----- ? Yes, I know, but tbe instances
J refer to have not been from any cause of that kind.
11135. You know that tho laws of that Court and all other Friendly Societies require that the money shall
be paid on a Saturday, and not later than 9 at night ? No, I am not aware of that.
11136. With regard to recommendation No. 2 in this report, you refer simply to the medical attendance?
Yes.
11137. That is the principal benefit to which you object? Yes.
11138. Is it not a fact that yourself and all tho medical men who have to deal with Societies are receiving the
annual pay per member for these persons you set out here ? Yes, but we would gladly give up the
annual pay and allow them to become private patients.
11139. Would you prefer a Society to make a distinction ? No, but we would get over that difficulty; we
do not object to these persons remaining in tlie Society; but we consider it would be graceful on their
part to give up their medical connection with the Society ; and of course if they do not avail themselves
ef the doctor's services they should not pay for them.
11.140. Then you would not receive the annual pay for them? We would receive nothing from them.
11141. Das it ever occurred to you that the class of persons mentioned in this second paragraph are the
most valuable members in connection with Friendly Societies? Probably they are.
11142. Has it ever been brought under your notice that these persons never receive any benefits other
than the medical benefits, that is, if tbe members themselves mu sick, suffering from accident or anything
else, they never apply to the Lodge for the weekly sick pay ? f. can quite believe that.
11143. And that these men are tlie men who do very nearly nil the work in connection with Friendly
.Societies ? It is quite possible.
11144. They spend their time, tbey spend their money, and take no other benefit than the benefit I have
now mentioned, namely, the medical assistance? Yes, that is quite possible.
11145, 1 s it within your knowledge that these members do not use the Society’s chemist—they prefer to pay
for their own medicines ? Yes, 1 dare say some of them may do that, as also some of the “ less affluent.”
11146. Is it not a fact well known to the medical profession that numbers of f hese persons who arc in
good circumstances and do receive the professional attendance from the Lodge doctor, after having
treated themselves or their families successfully, they are often the recipients of handsome monetary
presents ? I have never heard of it.
11147. You are not oue of the lucky ones then ? 1 suppose not.
11148. Still, following out that question, is it not a fact that the most wealthy of the citizens of Sydney
have recently organized themselves into a Society for the purpose of securing medical attendance to
themselves aud their families at a much cheaper rate than they have had to pay under the system of
having a family doctor? I have not heard of the formation of any such Society.
11149. You know nothing of such an association t I do not.
11150. If such an association is established do you think it would iu any tvay be in harmony with the
recommendations as sot out in paragraph No. 2 of your report? It would not be in harmony if such
men belonged t.o an association of that kind. It depends upon what their contributions are. I do not
know what tbe Society attempts.
11151. You say here, I notice, that you do not consider it wise for a man to belongto two Societies ? Yes.
11152. Are you in possession of any experience you could give the Commission why that principle should
be carried out in any future legislation ? No more than that I remember one patient who used to get
himself laid up. When the receipts were not more than £1 a week lie used to come to me and try to
claim to get on two Lodges ; that put me to some trouble to see whether be was sick or not, and wo had
some difference of opinion as to his suitability for going on the funds.
11153. What do you receive from your Court iu midwifery cases ? £1 lls. 6d.
11154. Is that paid by tbe Court ? The whole of the amount is paid by the Court; they pay me
and have in sumo instances had to loso the amount or summon tbe members for it.
11155.

* Note {on revision):—1 believe the wife of a patient residijig at YVoollahra so complained.
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Dr. W, W. J. 1H55. Are you aware that there are a number _ of Courts belonging to that same Order that pay two
OKeiUy. guineas for such services ? I am not aware of it.
, _
11156. Mr. Abigail^ Am I right in concluding that the reason of your Association adopting tho clause
3 July, 1882. a|J0ut tjlc prionfily Societies 'Bank was that'it would prevent the possibility of defalcations ? That was ono
And another that it would facilitate tlm members getting sick pay quicker than at present ? Yes;
those were two of the principal reasons which induced us to adopt the suggestion.
1115S. In reference to poxftgntph
2, that so much
been spoken oi> do I nnderstfind that your
Association would like the medical attendance to be entirely separated from ihe provident portion of tho
objects of Friendly Societies ? Yes.
_
11159. So you do not arrive at that conclusion strictly for the benefit of the Societies but tor the benefit
of the profession ? Well, I think at the present time there is some such arrangement as that, because I
know there arc at the present time members of my Lodge who do not register for me and who do not
employ me. Young men join the Lodge and keep oil the doctor s list. Then when they get a little
advanced in years they will register for the doctor, so I think we have a little cause for complaint.
11160. Are you aware that it is optional with a member to register for the doctor or not ? Yes, he may
or he may not, just as he pleases.
, , ,
.
11161. Are you aware that the doctor’s registration fees are about a smiling a quarter, and that by paying
tliat amount the member can get the whole of tho benefits without any additional payment on bis part,
that is, that his weekly contribution carries all tho benefits if ho pays this additional shilling registration fee
per quarter; are you aware of that? No, I am not.
_
11162. In carrying out this you do not seek to save the sick funds—you would Jet those people take all
the sick pay and funeral donations, but not the medical benefits. I cannot quite catch you there.
11163. Is your Society prepared to allow all tlie members, no matter what the financial position may be,
to receive the sick benefits in money as well as the funeral donations ? Certainly, but not the medical
benefits, if the Lodge will receive such persons.*
t
11164. That of course is purely for the benefit of the medical profession ? Yes, exactly so.
11165. Mr. Qrcville] In so far as these Societies give amonnts of money on the death of a member or on
tho death of a member’s wife you recognize them as Insurance Societies ? Yes.
_
11166 And I presume that the payment of £20 in one of these Societies would be of as much importance
to that Society as that of £1,000 in the Mutual Provident ? Well, I do not Imow; perhaps they would
11167. Then do you not think it is of as great importance to these Societies that there should be as strict
an examination on admission as to any large Insurance Company? Yes, it ought to be to a certain extent,
but I do not think the examination [need be quite so strict, because there are many men who might not
be admitted to an Insurance Company who are well enough to go into an ordinary 1 riendiy Society and
get the benefits in which large sums of money are not involved.
_ _
,
11168. But if there is a payment made on the death of a member it is of the utmost importance that
nothing but good lives should be brought in unless an extra risk be paid ? Well, you would have a great
many kept out of Friendly Societies iu that ease. If a man comes to mo and I find that his father or
mother have had coiiBumptioiij I would admit him as a member o£ a Lodge* but-1 would not admit him as
a member of an Insurance Society.
.
,, ,
11169. You would admit him as a member of a Lodge knowing that the Society would have to pay £20
at the man’s death? Yes, 1 would admit that man so far as the rules of the Societies hold at present;
because if I took up any Society in Sydney and went through the Society, and submitted them to such an
examination as this, one-third or one-fourth would have to be struck off the list.f
11170. Then one-third or one-quarter of the members of Societies are lives that would not be passed by
Insurance Companies ? Yes.
. ,
,
....
11171. Then do you not think that the sooner the friendly principle is separated from the commercial the
better for these Societies ? Yes.
’
,
...
,
11172. Mr. Holdsworth] Is not tho price charged a matter that might be left to tho medicaf men them
selves r It is left to them now.
_ (
11173. Demand and supply will govern the question ? Yes.
* o -w
11174. Struggling young men who wish to obtain a practice take the Lodges at a low rate.
les, so as
to get an introduction into practice.
,
, ,
11175. If tlie price was made as recommended here Lodges would ho in a position that almost any of the
medical men would go for them ? Yes, a larger number of men would be found to choose from, and the
Lodges would be better served if there was such a minimum.
_
_
111/G. Do you not think in that ease that those gentlemen who had been for a time m practice would bo
most likely to have the engagements ? Quite possibly.
_
11177. And the young men would be out in the cold? Possibly.
t
_
11178. And thus the older members of the profession would be shutting their younger brethren out of
the Lodges ? That might be the case undoubtedly.
11179. Yon say tbe examination is not so strict as in an Insurance Society ? No.
11180. Insurance Societies only cover one risk—that of death ? Yes.
11181. And iu Lodges it is for sickness as well ? Yes.
11182. There are many risks that will affect the health that will not affect the life ? I do not know.
11183. Are there not many complaints that are likely to prevent a man working that will not affect his
life ? Yes.
11184. And for these the Societies have to pay so mueh a week ? Yes.
^
_
11185. Then do you not think the exaiiiination ought to be more minute? Yes; we think so.
11186. More so than for an Insurance Society ? No; you cannot have it much more minute than an
examination for an insurance office.
...
11187. I think I understood you to say that if you wcut through the Lodges with such an examination
one-third would be thrown out? Well, perhaps that is too high ; say one-fourth.
11188.
* Note (on mv.«'on): —Our Association suggests that these persons should not be allowed to join Friendly Societies,
as their position does not place them in need of sick benefits, funeral donations, and medical attendance, as provided through
llicsc Societies.
t .Note (on revision):—Nearly all the persons

uho join a Society join it for the purpose of getting the medical attendance.
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11188. And yot the usual rule is to accept them on a medical cectificatc? Tes.
_
o’EeiHv! *
11189, And do you think as a rule the medical officer does not examine fully ? We have a book by which_ _ , —
we have to certify. If I am asked if in his jmesent position the candidate is iu a good state of health I 3
igsa.
must answer that without reference to the past or probable future.
11190. But if from want of knowledge the Triendly Societies trust entirely to the medical men, do you
not think they should be more careful P Tes, and I think they are careful in the majority of instances,
but we cannot go beyond our instructions. X have been looked upon with opprobrium because I refused
to pass certain parties.
11191. There is an objection made that only ceriain classes should bo allowed tbe medical .benefits. 1 f a
person has paid for fifteen or twenty years regularly for a medical man, during which time he has had no
sickness, do you not think he is fairly entitled to take the medical assistance from the doctor afterwards ?
Tes, he is quite entitled to take it; but during time rvhat has ho contributed ? Say £20 ; and at the end
of that time he can in many cases count his money by thousands of pounds.
_
11192. But do you think the amount of money a man makes has anything to do with a question of
abstract right? No ; we say we cannot refuse to attend these men, but wc do not think it is right; it is
availing themselves of that which is to a great extent a charity.
11193. Are not Priendly Societies based on ceriain calculations tho same as Insurance Societies ? I
believe they are.
11194!. la there any charity in Insurance Societies ? I do not see that there is.
11195. Is there any charity in paying for that which you expect to receive? Well, we do not think they
do a graceful thing in continuing to receive this attendance from the medical men.
11196. In fact you keep strictly to the medical hearing of the case, the object being the advantage of the
medical profession ? No; wre try to further the interests of the Society as far as possible. There was
an inclination to go beyond this and take up the whole question, hut it was not done,
11197. Mr. Rubied] Tou desired to have it legalized by enactment that the rate should not be less than £1
per member? We thought it wrould be conducive to the interests both of the Societies and of the
medical men.
11198. Do you not think this would be imposing a burden upon the Bodges when they can get served for
less ? I do not tliink they get served as well now as they would tlien.
11199. Were there not members of that committee medical men who are receiving less? I could not say
that, but it is quite possible or even probable there were.
11200, Mr. Ncioland] Do I understand you that it is tho young medical men who go in for Lodges at a
cheap rate ? It is not entirely, hnt mostly confined to them,
11201. I should like 10 know if tho names on tliis Yi$,t {produced) are those of young men? Many of
them are young men.*
11202. Many of them have heen some years in practice ? Nearly all are young men who have been in
practice from ono to five or six years.
■
'
11203. President^ Tou see that list of names and prices attached to them offering to take a Society of
Oddfellows ? Tes.
11204. Tou observe that the prices vary from 10s. to 20s. ? Yes.
11205. These have been the usual prices paid by different Societies? Tes ; 10s. is a low price, hut I have
known Lodges to he taken for that; 14 s,, 15s., and 16s. would probably he about the general run of foes.
11206. Deferring to that, does it appear that the lowest tender was accepted? No, not according to
that.
11207. Then do Societies often pass over the lowest tenders ? Tes.
1120S. Mr. Ncwland.'] In your answers to other members of the Commission in reference to the examina
tion of candidates, are you aware that members of Friendly Societies can take out eleemosynary benefits
alone to the extent of £300? No, I am not aware of it.
11209, Mr. Sladnd] In the first recommendation in your report you complain that doctors are not paid
for the examination of candidates ? Tes. 11210. When the quarterly bill is tendered to the medical men do they make any difference for those who
'
have heen examined and admitted the week before, and those who have been on the listthe whole quarter?
In my Lodge I get my list furnished at the commencement of each quarter, and I do not get any now
names until it is furnished again. As soon as I pass a member his name is not placed on my list. If a
candidate came to me to-night and I examined him I would not get his name possibly until the 1st of
October, although sometimes I may get a few names sent up to me.
11211. Do you not get so much per quarter for every member good on the hooks at the end of the
quarter ? That I cannot answer; 1 am furnished with a list of the members entitled to the medical
benefits, but I do not know what their position is ; I assume it to be good, and I attend to them.
11212. Do you not in tendering tender to supply every member good on the hooks at the end of the
quarter ? According to a certain list at so much per quarter,
,
11213. Does not that comprise all that are entitled to the benefits ? No, because it is optional with tho
members to register for tho doctor or not.
11214. If a man is examined by you his name would come on the next list the same as if he had been on
during the whole quarter ? No, I may examine him and he may never appear on my list at all.
11215. Regarding the second recommendation, do you think the medical profession have any hotter means
of knowing the circumstances in life of people than any one else ? 1 think their opportunities to know
how they live are probably better than those of others.
112.16. Then do you know of your own knowledge whether many of the mechanical and labouring classes
are not much better off than tho builder or contractor who employs them ? I know a good many of them
are well off, and that many of the builders and merchants and others are in a good position.
11217. I want you to say whether you do not know that many men who occupy positions in the exceptions
you name are, though iu that position, poor? No, we refer to people who arc wealthy,
11218. In that position and wealthy? Tes.
11219. Can you give any reason wli_y the law of contracts should not ho as honestly carried out hy the
■
medical profession as in the case of other people ? No, I cannot.
11220.
* Noth (J,v the Htmtnry):—Tlie list rcfurvorl to purported to be that of a number uf medical men who had tendured
for u Lodge at prices aflixed Lo their names, but as tbero were no means of proving it it Mas not allowed to go into
cvitlence.
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11220. Are you aware of the practice of tlie medical profession in connection with the Manchester
A J' Unity p No ; I have only had to do with the Foresters.
July 1882
Are Drs. Norrie, Steele, and Durhan gentlemen who are likely to do justice to a- Society which
' has engaged them ? Tes, I think so.
"
11222. And are you aware that they attend that Society for 6s.' each member ? Well if they do they
are dreadfully underpaid.
11223. Are you aware of it or not ? I am not aware of it.
11224. Their salary is £250 a year each ? Tes, I know that, and men try to get out of the Manchester
'
Unity as soon as they can.
11225. Are you aware that in applications for that Institute there is a large number of applicants, and
that keen canvassing goes on to get the appointment ? Tes, I know that; but I do not Imow that there
are so many as for other Lodges.
11226. Do you consider that the number of fourteen applying is a guarantee that there are medical
gentlemen willing to take a less fee than that prescribed in your report? Tes.
11227. Arc you aware that tho Manchester Unity at this rate are any more neglected than a Society
which pays a larger sum ? I will not say that, but I know I have a good many Manchester Unity private
patients.
1122S. Do you think it is in any way just to attempt to coerce Societies into paying £1 for what people
voluntarily offer to do for6s. ? That is a question that I could not answer you straight out; we do not
seek to coerce, but wo think if Friendly Societies paid that amount at the end of twelve months they
would be a great deal better off than they are at present. Ton know well enough that complaints against
medical men are loud and long ; and referring to the Manchester Unit)' they are constantly changing their
medical men ; and the reason is that their men arc so dreadfully overworked and have such a lot to do that
it is only men who are wanting a stepping-stone to practice who take it, and then they immediately throw
the Society up. I do not think the relation of medical man to the Lodge patient should be such as that.
11229. With regard to the fourth resolution, have you anything in your own personal experience to show
the Commission that the fact of a man belonging to more than one- Society leads him to malinger ? Tes,
.
there is the one case I have already mentioned.
11230. If a man is of provident habits can yon give any reason why he should not pay into two Societies
and why ho should not receive the benefits he contracts for ? Well it is a temptation to him. If you
insure a house worth £1,000 for £1,000 in three offices, you do not get £3,000 if the house is burned down.
11231, A re you not aware that if a man belongs to three Societies he has to pay into the three ? Tes.
11232. So the benefits would have to he correspondingly shared by them ? Tea.
11233. Then there is the fifth resolution which speaks largely of the repudiation and bankruptcy of
Societies : have you any personal knowledge of that P Not beyond what I have already mentioned.
11234. Then do you consider that one ease justifies such a statement as that ? I am not responsible for
the whole of that.
11235. Can you give us any reasons in support of this resolution that the doctors’ and chemists’ money
should be secured before anything else ? We have not made a resolution to that effect.
11236. Tes, the sixth resolution says, " With a view to more perfect security your Committee is of opinion
that the medical officers’ and chemists’ fund should be quite distinct from tlie benefit fund, particularly
as it is desirable that every man should subscribe to the latter, while only a portion of the community
is morally entitled to the former, it having been originated and continued for the exclusive benefit of
those only whoso incomes are of moderate amount.” Has anything come under your personal observa
tion ? No, not under my personal observation.
11237. Do you know of any cases where Societies have been imposed upon by irregular practitioners ?
No, I do not know of any.
11238. Are they not liable to be imposed upon by persons who do not know their profession ? I believe
iu is the rule that these Societies cannot employ any but legally qualified practitioners.
11239. Have the Societies the same remedy to recover that the doctors have? I believe so.
11240. Have the Societies any means of knowing when they do not get the proper attendance they pay
for ? I do not know,
11241. Hr. Gelding.] Do you know any medical gentleman who ever travelled 10 miles to see a Lodge
patient ? I know we are not compelled to attend patients at a greater radius than 3 miles.
11242. Tou are thoroughly aware that no gentleman has a right to attend a patient more than 3 miles
away ? Tes, I think all the medical men know that, but some of these men that have had to be attended
live at tho extreme boundary. Of course, being well oft, they live in the suburbs, but they have had to
be attended.
11243. I suppose you are aware that it is only within a short radius of Sydney that these cheap rates for
attendance exist ? Well, the means of getting about in the country are not so good as they arc in
•
Sydney.
11244. Do you not think it would be advisable for the Societies to combine and get a public dispensary?
I think they would get bettor served.
11245. Do you not think these large dispensaries can get as good drugs as any private chemist? Exactly
so. Ton would be in as good a position to get drugs, and perhaps betterjthan at present. I would place
more faith in the drugs got from the Manchester Unity than those from some of the chemists.
11246. Mr. jS’We.] Have you in your practice noticed whether there is a greater tendency to venereal
disease in members of Friendly Societies than in the general public? No, on the contrary, I think they
are rather freer from that disease than others.

.
Mr. Diehard Stapleton sworn and examined :—
Mr.
11247. Mr. Slacln.'] To what Society do you belong ? The Parramatta Branch of the Cruild.
B. Stapleton. 11248. "What is the name of the Branch ? St. Patrick's.
11249, What is the number of members ? 112.
3 July, 1882. H250. What money has it to its credit at the present time ? Our total assets in property and money
arc about £l;200 in round numbers, but it is really more than that because our laud lias increased in
value.
1L23 [.
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11251. Wliftt is tbe nature of tbe property? 1Whole!—mrrey in tlie Bank and on mortrage, and ^ „Mrregalia.
.
K' Stnpleton.
11252. Is it invested in accordance with tlie Friendly Societies Act. ? Yes, the Art of 1807.
3 jiuiTllSSS
11258. What proportion of if is represented by regalia ? About £100. Tbe regalia. I may state, is
'
mostly pure gold, of tbe intrinsic value of say £60.
11254!. Have you bad much sickness lately ? Yes, the last half year.
11255. More than usual ? Yes, heavier than .usual, but no deaths.
11256. Could you give us any idea of the average age of your members? No, I could not; many
members have died lately who joined the Society twenty years ago. We have a few old members, but tbe
majority average twenty*£ve to thirty.
11257, What is tho rate of your subscriptions ? 13d. to the General Fund and Id. to the Widow and
Orphans.
11258. Wliat benefits do you give for that ? Exactly the same as tbe other branches of tbe Guild in
Sydney.
11259. Has your experience in tbe Society led you to believe that the subscriptions are adequate to meet
tho benefits you offer ? I have not studied that very much.
11260. Has it proved sufficient hitherto ? Yes, more than sufficient.
11261. Have you any idea of making them any more? No.
11262. You have seen no necessity for that ? No, but I have not studied the matter.
112G3. Have you noticed any particular age or trade at which your members die soouer than others ? No,
our members are principally labourers and those engaged in out-door exercise, and are generally healthy.
11264. Have you taken any account of the average ages at which your members die ? No ; most have
died of old age so far.
■
112G5. Have any circumstances come under your notice in which the present Act has not heen sufficient
for your purposes ? No.
1126G. Have you anything to suggest to this Commission as an amendment of that Act? No; so long
as tlie rules of the Societies are approved of; I think their actual working might be left to the members
themselves.
11267. As far as you have seen the present Act serves all purposes? Yes.
11268. Have you ever taken the question of a Superannuation Fund into consideration ? No ; we allow
them a pension.
11269. Have you a Widow aud Orphan Fund connected with your Order ? Yes; we pay a penny a
week for it.
•
11270. And what are the benefits you get from it? Ha member dies who is over five years in the
Society, the widow receives £10 ; over fen years, £15 ; and over fifteen years, £20.
11271. Mr. Smith!] You are independent ? Fes.
■
11272. Not connected with tlie Council in Sydney ? No.
11273. And you are working the Lodge on its own basis ? Yes.
11274. How much of your assets is cash ? £320, and there is a cottage which we value at £474, for
which we have been offered £650.
11275. Have any of your funds been misappropriated in any way by your officers at any time ? No.
11276. Have you had any disputes with your members ? Very few.
11277. What is the nature of the disputes ? Of a local nature; such as members breaking the minor rules,
and being fined, and objecting.
11278. How did you deal with them ? Enforced the fines strictly.
11279. Have they the right of appeal ? Yes.
11280. To whom? To the full council; and if that is not satisfactory they can appeal to a council
consisting of the past and present councillors.
11281. And all these councils are connected with your Lodge at Parramatta ? Yes.
11282. Then there is no appeal from that individual Lodge ? No.
11283. Have any of your members taken their grievances into the Courts of Law ? No; not at any
time.
11284. Do many persons fall into arrears ? About two a year on an average.
112S5. You do not enforce the provisions of the Act? We arc not registered under the Act of 1873,
only under that of 18G7.
,
11286. You are not working under the present Act? No.
11287. Do you contemplate registering your rules under the Act ? When this Commission is finished.
112S8. How long have you been working in this way ? Since the rules were registered in 1867.
11289. Have you had any difficulty in working your Order? No.
11290. Are you acquainted with the present Act ? In a general way.
The Commission then adjourned till Friday, 7th July.

FRIDAY, 7 JULY, 1882.
JPregent;—

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P.,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GREVTLLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

Pbesident.

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. B. HOLDSWOETH, Esq.,
E. J, BITBIE, Esq.

Mr. Stephen Murphy sworn and examined:—
11291. President!] What Society arc you a member of ? Of the Manchester Unity, the United Brothers
Mr.
Lodge.
S. Murphy
11292. You have written to the Commission ou several occasions asking to be present to give evidence?
Yes.
7 July, 1882,
11293. What was the charge preferred against you by tbe Lodge ? Slander.
11294,
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H294. Slandering whom ?

Certain officers of the Lodge.
Illegally; they say 1 am, hut I claim to be a good member now.
{I™ Tou regard their action as being illegal then? Tes.
What was the reason you did not come when you were summoned to give evidence ? Well, I will
tell you, and I hope this Commission will not he prejudiced against me until they hear my statement.
Sometime ago I wrote to the Secretary and to Mr. Abigail, bringing the matter before them, and it was so
long before I got an answer that I thought I would try the District Court again for redress; that was for
the third time,
11298. What was the result in the District Court? The Judge told me lie would not hear the case
because the costs were not paid; and I argued that point with the Judge, and he said it was adjudicated
uppn before. I quoted the rules, and he said that as I had no solicitor I would not be able to argue the
points of law that would be raised against me, and ho would not hear what I had to say.
11299. And he nonsuited you ? I was nonsuited each time.
11800. Wliat was the nature of tho mismanagement or fraud you complain of ? I never said fraud.
11301. Well, then, the misappropriation of funds? No, I never said misappropriation. I ask that my
papers may be read.
The Secretary then read from the papers forwarded by the witness the following portion of his
statement:—

S. Murphy. 11295 And were you expelled ?
7 July, 1882.

Plaintiff's statement, Pelrmru 2,1882.
T, S'lxrnru Mnarinr, plaintiff in this case, made application to tliis Court for redress (through counsel) against unjust
expulsion from the Loyal United Brothers Lodge, No. 3592, 0.0.F.,M. U., at the June sittings of 1881, and claimed to he
reinstalled, but failed to obtain the redress 1 sought, kb my counsel did not plead my case according to the insl,ructions for
warded to my solicitor upon receipt of Sir George limes’ written opinion. 'I'he consequence was that directly Ins Honor tho
Judge decided to go on with my case the defendant, Abraham Western Chapman, disappeared from the Court, having found
out that he had not been summoned to produce the Lodge books of accounts mid documents that I had instructed my
solicitor to call for. My counsel then told me that unless 1 could serve tho defendant with a subptnna to produce ibe books
lie could not go on with my case ; that snbpmna is now in my possession, and I was all the second day my case was on, 24ith
June, 1881, out of Court by my counsel’s instructions hunting the Secretary up all oier town, trying to find him but with
out success. While the plaintiff and defendant was out of Court tbe case was settled in some way. All 1 knew about it was
that the first day’s proceedings appeared in tlie Sydney Morning Herald of 24th June, 1881, wherein it stated that tho case
was adjourned, and no further report of tho case has appeared since, and to tliis day I should never have found out what
became of it, ns I understood nothing whatever about law, and especially as my solicitor had sent me word in writing that it
was a verdict for tho defendant with costs in my case, but for obtaining a back number of the Daily Telegraph, last December,
by w-hieh I was
that his Honor the Judge had dismissed my case with costs, as I had not adduced sufficient evidence of
unfairness to warrant him in disturbing the decision of the Lodge. Through tlie reasons stated I was unable to produce the books
of accounts, and through being out of Court, as stated, I did not even have the chance of questioning any of tho witnesses
who were subpoenaed on my behalf; but finding that I eoiild again appeal for redress to this Court, I set about preparing to
plead my own case as I best could at this sittings, being without means to fco counsel, for I expended every penny I was
possessed of, and even took a bill of sale on my furniture to bring the case on at the last June sittings, so as to clear my name
from the stain put upon it, being arbitrarily expelled from a Benefit Society like a felon, and to regain tlie benefits of the
Lodge for myself and my family, sick pay, medical attendance and medicines, funeral and superannuation money ; aud to
make that provision for myself and family, I paid into the Loyal United Brothers Lodge my hard-earned contributions for
nearly fifteen years. I am now prepared lo adduce evidence of the greatest unfairness, and that 1 was wrongfully and in
contravention of natural justice expelled without a hearing for inquiring after tlie Lodge Funds, and that the dispute about
tbe said Lodge Fund was not decided in tbe manner directed by the 163rd General Rule of the Society, which directs as
follows: —“ All disputes to be settled in the following manner : 163rd Lodges shall have power to form committees to try minor
offences immediately or as soon as convenient after the commission of such offence, when the penally does not exceed 21
shillings. Such eommittco shall consist of not less than eleven members, together with the N.G., who shall preside, and shall
be chosen in the following manner, viz. :—Tlie name or number of each member shall bo placed in the balloting-box, and the
first eleven names or numbers drawn therefrom residing within 3 miles shall form tlie committee, each party may object to four
members, seven to form a quorum. Should such committee find during their investigation of a case that it is likely to prove
more serious than was expected, and subject the party or parties concerned lo a greater penalty than they have power to
inflict, it shall be referred to a Committee of tbe whole Lodge. In my case, a® I am prepared to show, this rule was violated
from beginning to end, and by a member of the Lodge, who helped to frame the General Rules of the Society—Alexander
Ketheli. The 225th general rule of the Soeiely directs that every member of the Manchester Unity shall be subject to tbe
General Rules of the Society. The 176th directs that only members guilty of disgraceful conduct shall bo punished by
expulsion, and tbey are to have a fair trial. I will now proceed to show that I, an honest man and a good subscribing
member, was turned out of the Lodge for inquiring in open Jjodge what became of the Lodge funds, the property of
tiie members, by notice of motion on 30th June, 1880.
.
2. Will, the Secretary state, for the information of the members of this Lodge, the amount of fines that were enforced
from the Noble Grand chair by myself and Past Noble Grand Robinson for tbe year 1879.

11302. "What were the grounds of your expulsion? I made inquiry of the Financial Secretary on
24th May, 1880, as to certain sums of money J. paid over to him as Noble Grand of the Lodge. The
Secretary told me he could not answer me that night, but to call on that night fortnight, when he would
have the Auditors present, and I could ask the question then. On tho following Lodge night I attended
and asked the question of the Auditors ; hnt they would not inform me or try to inform me.
11303. What sums of money were these ? Certain sums of money, fines from the Noble Grand chair
for the year 1879.
11304. Imposed by you ? Tes, and Mr. Robinson, who filletj the chair after me—six months each,
11305. Tou asked what had become of these amounts? Tes.
1130G. What was the amount? £4 0s. 6d., I believe.
11307. That is during the whole twelve months—your time and Eobinson’s ? Tes.
11308. They amounted to £4 0s. 6d. ? Well, there are two items; one for overdrawn sick pay. I should
like to be correct, and will read the notice of motion:—
Arc yon prepared to answer tbe questions placed bv me as notice of motion for last summoned meeting bold on
30th June, 1880
1st. Will the Secretary slate, for the information of the members of this Lodge, the amount of fines that were
enforced from the N.G. chair by myself and N.G. Robinson for the year 1879 ?
2nd. Also tbe amount of fines received for non-attendance of members at summoned committees for the same year,
mid were these fines placed to the credit of the Sick and Funeral Fund, in accordance with tho 23rd by-rule of
this Lodge ?
3rd. Will the Secretary also state the amount of cash that was overdrawn from the Treasurer aud returned to him
hy myself and P.N.G. Robinson for the year 1879, and were these several amonnts, together with the fine-book,
audited at the last annual audit ?

That was the notice that caused the row—because I could not get any account of the moneys I inquired
after.
11309,
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11309. Did you get any answer ? Yes, two.
Mr.
11310. VVhat were they ? One of the Auditors admitted he did not audit the fine-booh, and the other ' Murphy,
absented himself from the meeting, while the third was in England. The Secretary acknowledged that ST A-—
he did not place the moneys to the credit of the Sick and Funeral Fund, according to the 23rd by-law of '
the Lodge.
11311. "What was the upshot of that? I considered that X was only doing my duty as a past officer in
bringing it under the notice of the Provincial Corresponding Secretary, and I did so under the form of a
charge.
11312, "What action did ho take? He said he had an interview with the Lodge officers, and they were
determined to bring the case before the meeting of the Lodge, and that I would have to attend and sub
stantiate my charges.
11313. "What was the charge? I will read it to you:—
Copy of charge to the P.C.S.
To John Golding, Esq., Provincial Corresponding Secretary.
.
Sydnov, July f, 1880,
1, the undersigned, hereby charge tho Trustees, P.G.M. A. W. Chapman, P.G. W. H. Baker, and "Brother Hincks;
tlie Financial Secretary, P.G. W. H. Baker j the Treasurer, James Horan ; tho Assistant Secretary, P.G, John Hunter ; the
Auditors, P.G. Benjamin Dewson and P.Vice John Robinson, of the United Brothers Lodge, No. 8592, Independent Order
of Oddfellows, M.U., with having knowingly and wilfully combined together and caused an incorrect return of the funds of
the above Lodge to he sent in to the District Registrar of Friendly Societies for the year 1879, they well knowing tiiat the
Lodge line Book, the fines and refunded cash valued at £45 per annum, were not audite<X and accounted for at tho last December
annual audit of the above Lodge. In consequence of the above facts coming to light quite recently, three Auditors were duly
appointed at the last summoned meeting of tho above Lodge, hold on the 30th June, 1880, to audit the Lodge books for tho
last two years, and find out where the fines ore gone to. I have good cause to think that this kind of imposition has been
going on for years, therefore I respectfully request that you will take immediate action in the matter, and bring the guilty
parties to justice.
,
(Signed)
STEPHEN MURPHY, P.G., U. B. Lodge.
P.S.—-I am sorry to say that the Loyal United Brothers Lodge is governed by a powerful faction instead of the rules of the
Order. Their motto is, might is right, and thoir object is to crush any officer or Brother who lias the hardihood to stand up
for the good and welfare and question any of their proceedings. It would be useless for me to bring tliis case in the Lodge, ns
the accused officers and thoir friends would quash it immediately.
_
(Signed)
STEPHEN MURPHY.

You see I thought it would be for the Provincial Corresponding Secretary to bring the guilty party to
justice.
11314. What was the result of that? I received a letter from Mr. Gelding, telling me I would have to
attend a special meeting of the Lodge and substantiate the charges.
'
11315. Did you attend ? I attended. I gave notice to the bioble Grand to lay certain books on tbe
table. Contrary to the rules of the Society, where they state the IXoble Grand, or Chairman, is to preside
over all meetings, they put a private member there.
11316. Who was that? Alexander Kethel.
11317. Is he a Grand Lodge officer ? Yes, and a member of the I,odge.
11318. Is it not a usage of the Society to place a Grand Lodge officer in the Chair? I was fifteen years
in the Lodge and never saw him do anything before.
11319. You take exception to the Chairman, then ? Yes.
11320. Then did the Lodge give you time and opportunity to make out yonr attack ? It was not a proper
meeting at all.
,
1132L I am not asking that. Did they give you ample time and opportunity to make out your caso
that night? They allowed me to talk a good deal.
11322. Now is that an answer ?—Did they give you ample time and opportunity to make out your case—
you can say yes or no? I had my caso already,
llo23. That is no answer to my question. Did they give you ample time and opportunity to make out
your case? Well, I had time, but was not allowed to state my case before the Lodge.
11324. Did you not occupy twro hours in making your case out ? I had no case to make out.
11325. Did you not occupy two hours of the Lodge that evening in stating your case ? No, I did not.
11326. How much did you consume ? I was about two hours talking, but the Chairman would not allow
me to substantiate my charge,
11327. Did you not go there to make out yonr case ? I did.
11328. And you made an effort to do so ? They would not allow me to do so.
11329. Did you say you spoke two hours ? Yes, but the Chairman of that meeting would not allow me to
talk on that question at all.
11330. Wliat was the result of the meeting ? I wanted to read out the names of tho members whom I
paid money for,
11331. That is not tho result of the meeting. I want you to tell me that ? I was not allowed to give my
evidence; that was the result.
11332. What was the finding of the Lodge ? They were all unanimously acquitted of the charge amidst
loud cheering, though I was not allowed to give my evidence.
1
11333. Then these persons were all acquitted by the meeting ? Yes.
11334. How many members were present at that meeting? A good many: I dare say a couple of
hundred.
1
1
11335. Then it was a very full meeting,was it not? Yos, it was a full meeting.
11336. Was it a larger meeting than usual ? Yes.
11337. Very much larger ? Yes.
11338. Had you ever seen as large a meeting as that before in connection with that Lodge ? Reallv I
cannot say* I belieTe that was as large a meeting as ever I saw*
^
11339. How many members supported your objection at that meeting? I do not know.
11340. Was it one, two, three, four, or twenty ? I do not know.
11341. Did any members support your objections ? Yos.
11342. Cau you give me the name of any member who supported your view ? No, I could not.
11343. You do not know the name of any such member? No, I do not.
11344. Well, you say the result was they were all acquitted of tlie charges ? Yes, without the case being
gone into. 1 was not allowed to make my statement before the meeting.
11345. Was not all that statement read to the meeting ? No, it was not
486—2 S
11346.
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11346. Was not that letter with your charges against these officers contained in it read to the meeting ?
S. Murphy. ^ not alJ of it
J
s
b
7 ^Jo1tW1882 11347. What part was omitted ? There was a good deal of it omitted.
* 11348. How long have you been a member of this Society ? A bout fifteen years. There was a good deal
in that charge, and this is how they cut it short in the notice :—To hear a charge preferred by Brother
Stephen Murphy against Brothers A. W. Chapman, Mart Hincks, and W. A. Baker, Trustees; W. H.
Baker, Secretary ; James Horan, Treasurer; John Hunter, Assistant Secretary ; Benjamin Dewson and
John Robinson, Auditors, with having knowingly and wilfully combined together and caused a formal
return of the above Lodge.
_
...
11349, Is that not the usual kind of summons sent when a special meeting is called inviting the members
to he present to hear a certain charge ? Tes, but the nature of the charge should be in it.
11350. Then do you tell the Commission that at the meeting this charge written by you was not read out ?
I believe it was afterwards.
11351. What further action was taken afterwards ? It was proposed that a charge be preferred
against me for bringing a charge against them which I could not prove, and which they alleged to be
slanderous.
11352, And that charge was preferred against you ? Tes.
11353. By whom ? By the Lodge; the right-hand supporter was the Noble Grand,
11354. What is his name P Robertson.
' 11355. Did he prefer the charge ? Tes.
11356. Was the Lodge summoned to deal with the charge? Tes, there was the usual quarterly meeting.
11357. A summoned meeting ? A summoned meeting.
.
11358. Were you present ? I attended there tbe same as any other member.
11359. Did they go into the charge? I was there fora while, and was then told to leave the room.
11360. Was that after you were called upon to plead to the charge ? Tes.
11361. And you pleaded not guilty ? I pleaded not guilty of slander.
11362. Who presided on that occasion ? Alexander Eethel.
11363. A second time ? Tes.
11364. And the meeting decided the charges proved against you ? Tes.
11365, And passed a resolution to expel you ? Tes,
11366. Was it unanimous, or what was the proportion? I do not know; they merely sent me a document
stating I was expelled.
11367. Did you get an intimation from them that you were expelled ? Tes.
11368. Have you that document with you? No, I have not, but I have a copy of it. It is only a few
words stating, “ Tou are hereby expelled under the 13th resolution.”
_ _
11369. What further action did you take on receipt of that intimation? I applied to the District, and
wrote to Mr. Gelding requesting him to lay it before the District Meeting.
11370. Have you paid any dues since then ? Tes.
11371. And did the Lodge receive the money ? Tes, they had it impounded in the District Court, and I
tendered my contributions to tbe Treasurer.
_
11372. And has he taken it ? I ofEeredhim the cheque—the order for it from the District Court.
11373. But have you paid any money into the Lodge ? Well, that is into the Lodge,
11374. Have you paid any money into the Lodge since you have been expelled? No, only that.
11375. What position are you in now with reference to your dues—are you in arrears ? No; I have been
told by Mr. Alexander Kethel that Mr. Gelding is the only obstacle in the way of my being reinstated.
11376. Have you anything to add to your evidence as to the misappropriation in your Lodge ? I never
said misappropriation,
‘
11377. What did you say ? I said there was an incorrect return of the funds sent in.
11378. But have you during your experience known any of tlie officers to make away with any of tho
funds of the Society ? No, I have not.
11379. Mr. Smith.] In answering my questions will you kindly say yes or no, please ? I will if I possibly
can.
■
11380. From the time you have been a member and the positions you have occupied, you were fully aware
what would follow in the event of your not establishing the charge you laid against the seven persons
referred to ? No, I ivas not; I never thought about such a thing.
11381. Were you aware at the time that, if you established your charge, it would cause these members to
be expelled ? No, I thought some of them would be censured though.
11382. Tour charge was based upon a thorough knowledge of the books and accounts of that very Lodge,
was it not ? I do not very well nnderstand that question.
11383. Ton were thoroughly aware that certain moneys in connection with that Lodge were not accounted
for ? Tes.
11384. Ton have a knowledge of figures, have you not ? Tes, a little.
11385. Do you understand book-keeping ? Not much.
11386, Did you understand book-keeping sufficiently to know that these moneys were not accounted for
in the books of your Lodge ? Well, in consequence of the Fine-book not being audited for years I based
the charge a good deal on that, because if it was not audited how could it be possible for a correct return
to go in for the District when certain books were not audited ?
11387. And from your knowledge of book-keeping you discovered that the audits presented by the
Auditors were not correct ? Tes.
11388, And you charged them with returning to the District an incorrect return ? Tes.
11389, And the loss as shown hy that return would be a matter of £45 ? I reckoned it was £45 for that
year 1879.
11390. Did you endeavour, before tbe special meeting to consider the charge, to show from the books and
records that the position which you had taken up was a correct one ? I did endeavour and have had two
other officers examine the Fine-book with me, and they came to the conclusion that it had not been
audited since 1863.
11391. And notwithstanding that, the persons charged were dismissed by the investigating Committee of
that Lodge ? Tes.
11392.
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1X892. Mr. Abigail^ 'When you made the charge against these men of knowingly and wilfully combining
together, did you understand the meaning of the word 11 wilfully” ? I did not—it was through ignorance
Murphy,
on my part.
^"TT^irs
11393. Was there a special audit after you made the charge of the whole of the books by any parties
■ 3‘appointed by the District ? By the Dodge there was.
11394. But were Auditors appointed by the District? Yes, after the Auditors had been appointed by the
Dodge.
11395. Did the District Auditors examine tbe books ? I do not know.
11896. Are you not aware that tbe special Auditors reported that there was no money missing in con
nection with the Dodge ? I do not know, I am sure.
11397. Do you believe the Dodge actually sustained a loss in its funds by the action of these men ? Yo,
I never said that.
11398. Do you believe the Dodge lost these £40 you allude to, and that some one else benefited by it ?'
No, I do not,
11399, You do not believe that any member of tho Dodge has defrauded it by using the funds for his own
purposes? No, not a shilling, as far as I am aware of,
114i00. Then your action turned simply on the irregularity of keeping the hooks? That is it,
11401. But did you make yourself clear on that when you brought this forward? The words “ wilfully
combined” were there through ignorance.
11402._ I understand you to say now that you have no knowledge of any case where the Society has lost
one shilling through the wrong-doings of any of its members ? Just so.
11403. Mr. Holdsworth.'] Your impression was that the fines were not accounted for? That they were
not placed to the credit of the Sick and Funeral Fund.
.
11404. Yon were not aware when you made such a charge that you were really charging them with fraud ?
That is the last thing I thought of.
11405. You object to the Chairman of the meeting as not being the legal Chairman? Yes.
11406. Still he gave you fair play ? No, he did not,
>
■
11407. Did he not allow yon to talk for two hours ? Away from the point,
11408. You never knew Mr. Kethel to take the Chair before in matters of this sort ? No.
11409. Do you not think it possible that this being a charge by ono memberagainst many,he was asked ■
to take the Chair because he was a neutral person and could have no feeling in the matter ? He was a •
member of the Dodge.
^
11410. There were two sets of Auditors appointed ? Yes.
'
11411. One by the Dodge ? Yes.
'
11412. And then by the District ? And then by the District.
11413. They audited the hooks ? No, I don’t think they did.
11414, Auditors were appointed hy the District ? I believe tbey were.
11415. They reported that there was no money missing, did they not? Yes.
11416. Then do you not think after a Committee of your Dodge had inquired, two sets of Auditors had
heen appointed, and you had appealed to the Grand Lodge, that you got fair play ? No.
11417. Then you appealed to the law of the. country ? Yes.
11418. And they decided against you ? I did not get fair play there either.
11419. Mr. Ruble.] You were Noble Grand of the Dodge ? Yes.
11420. When you brought the charges against these gentlemen ? No.
■
11421. From your position you learnt that these hooks were not audited for a certain time ? Yes.
'
'
1.1422. And that certain moneys paid in as fines were not credited to the proper funds, or were they
Credited at all ? The Financial Secretary told me he did not place them to the credit of the Sick and
Funeral Fund.
’
11423. From your position as Noble Grand you ascertained moneys were not credited ? Yes, from the
Secretary himself.
11424. He told you ? Yes, in answer to my questions.
11425. Then, as head of the Lodge, it was your duty to cause an investigation by the members of tho
Lodge? I left the Chair in June, and did not see the balance-sheet till December.
11426. It was six months after you left office that you knew of this? Yes.
11427. Then did you cause any inquiry to be made by the Lodge, or make any proper report at all ? I
asked the questions previously referred to. (See question 11308.)
11428. Mr. Gelding!] You stated to Mr, Abigail that you did not when laying the charge know the
meaning of the words “ wilfully combined” ? I did not.
'
11429. To whom did yon give that charge ? To yon.
11430. What did I tell you at the time ? You told me to take it away, or they would expel me.
11431. Did not the Grand Secretary advise you to withdraw these charges ? Yes.
11432. Did he not tell you the meaning of these words that you put in that charge, and what would be
the result if yon did not prove them ? He never did.
11433. You were in the Court when tho ease went on against yon before Judge Cohen ? Yes.
11434. Was not the book handed up to him allowing him where these entries were made? In what
book ?
.
11435. In the Cash-book ? They were never presented.
11436. No books were brought into Court ? Not so far as I know.
11437. Was anybody along with the Provincial Corresponding Secretary when you gave that charge into
his hands ? The letter was posted.
11438. You served the charge personally, did you not ? No, I sent it by post, and went down that
evening for an answer.
11439. Who was there when you came in to see what the answer would he ? There was some one there ;
I think it was either your brother or Johnson.
11440. Do you not know who it was ? I am not certain.
11441, Was Mr. Schofield there at the time ? I do not think so.
11442. Did not tlie Provincial Corresponding Secretary of the Sydney District tell you you would be
obliged to lay that charge against tbe members in the Lodge ? No.
'
11443.
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11443. And that if you did not lay the charge, considering the gravity of the affair, the Lodge would lay
a charge against you ? No.
_
■
_
11444. You were Noble Grand during the time these defalcations toot place you complain about ? Who
talks about defalcations ?
...
14445. Well, misappropriation of money ? Who said misappropriation of money—I said incorrect
return.
_
i
.
11446. Will you inform the Commission who informed you that Mr. Kethel said tiiat Mr. Gelding was
a stumbling-block in the way of your getting back to the Lodge room ? Mr. Kethel told me himself.
11447. Prosident.'] Lid you receive a summons to attend the meeting to inquire into yonr charges at
which Mr. Keppel presided ? Yes.
_
_
11448. Lid you receive a summons for the subsequent inquiry when a charge was brought against you ?
Yes.
11449. Were you summoned to attend the meetings after your expulsion had been confirmed ? No.
The Commission then adjourned till Monday, July 10th.

MONDAY, 10 JULY, 1882.

JUrmtit:—

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.,

C.M.G.

M.P., President.

E. J. KTJBIE, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLANL, Esq.,
JOHN SCALE, Esq.,
ED. GKEYILLE, Esq., J.P.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq,
’
Mr. Abraham Western Chapman sworn and examined:—
Mr. A. W. 11450. Preddent.'] What Society do you represent ? United Brothers’ Lodge, Manchester Unity.
Chapman, 114.51, Do you bold office in connection with the Lodge ? Not at the present time, but I am Treasurer
of the Order.
. ,
,
10 July, 1882.11452i You have held several offices in connection with the Lodge ? Yes, I have gone right through.
11453. You are one of the oldest members-in connection with the Society I presume ? Yes, I have been

K ABIGAIL,

Esq.,

M.P.,

J. GELDING, Esq,
P. K. HOLDSWOETH, Esq,
J. E. SMITH, Esq.

■

a member about thirty-two years.
_ _
_
-i m- i- it tn.
o vr
11454. Is your Lodge at the present time providing its own chemist separate from the Medical Institute r les.
11455. Can you tell the Commission about the average cost per member ? We pay the doctor 3s. fid.
each per quarter, and it costs us on an average 6s, a quarter for medicine and doctor together.
11456. That is 24s. a year ? Yes, for doctor and chemist.
11457. And you pay 3s. fid. of that------? To the doctor.
11458. That is half a crown to the chemist? Just so.
_ _
tot
11459. Lo you find that a more reasonable mode for getting a supply of medicine for your members. It
is not so cheap as the other Lodges that support the Medical Institute.
_
11460, What was the reason you adopted the present mode ? Dissatisfaction with the arrangements of the
dispensary and with the doctor.
11461. What number of members have you ? Close on 500.
11462. What funds have you to your credit at the present time? I really could not tell you—the Secre
tary is outside.
11463. Will he be able to tell ? I think so.
11464. Do you know what profits you made during the last year ? Last year I do not think we made
anything ; we have had heavy law expenses in connection with this affair of Murphy’s.
_
t
11465. Did Murphy have a fair trial and hearing of his complaints ? Yes, decidedly so; wo gave him his
own way in everything; everybody pitied him for making just a fool of himself. Mr, Kethel was put into
the Chair as being an uninterested party.
■
_
11466. When the ease was brought before the District Court, Murphy against you as tho Trustee of the
Lodge, were the books produced in Court ? Yes.
__
_
11467. And handed up to the Judge? Yes, I am positive of it—I took the hooks myself.
_
11468. Then in every way there has been a fair and impartial trial ? In every way we gave him almost
his own way in everything: it is only in extreme cases that men are expelled from our Order.
11469. Can you tell the income of the last year of your Society ? No, but the Secretary has his books
with him.
.
_
.
11470. The meetings at which Murphy's case was tried, were they summoned meetings? Yes.
11471. And there were large attendances? Yes, more than usual, because it created some stir.
11472. Would there be 200 people present ? I dare say there might be,
11473. Your Society is managed on the same principle as other Lodges of the Order ? Yes.
11474. And you are under the District? Yes, the Sydney District.
11475. Members leaving your Lodge take clearances and join any other Lodge ? Yes.
11476, And all persons seeking admission are examined by your medical officer ? Yes.
11477. Is it a thorough medical examination? Yes.
11478. Are many refused ? I can only remember one case for the past four years.
_
11479, Have you made many members during the last three or four years ? Mostly every Lodge night
there arc two or three made.
11480. Have you lost many ? Not many.
_
11481. The benefits I presume arc tbo same as in other Lodges ? Yes, £1 a week sick pay for the first
six months, 15s. for the next six months, and 10s. for the next six months, and then if two doctors certify,
so far as medical treatment is concerned, they can do no good, we aiiow them 6s. superannuation.
11482. And the contributions paid are somewhat similar ? Yes, Is. 2d. a week.
11483, A uniform rate ? Yes.
11.484. How are your funds invested ? We have £750 in the land in Eliaabeth-street.
11485.
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ll^SS, Beaiing interest ? £250 liearing interest at 6 per cent, ; the £500 was a gift and donation ; we
Mr- A"borrowed £2,000 from the Widows and Orphans Fund, which we have paid off; the rest of the moneys are in
the Government Savings Bank.
10 juj ^ggg
11486. Was that £2,000 bclongiugto the whole body? Yes, to the Sydney District,not our own Lodge alone.
’
11487. Where do you hold your meetings? At the Oddfellows’ Hall ; we pay a levy of a half-penny a
week for every member, which goes towards forming a Building Fund, amounting now to about £400.
11488. That embraces the District ? The seven Lodges to which the hall belongs.
11489. Have yon any idea of the cost of management of yonr Lodge ? I could not toll; the annual
return will I think show that the chief management expense of this Lodge is the medical benefit. ^
_
11490. Coming back to this matter of Murphy : you were present on the evening in which tho inquiry
took place ? 1 was the first person who saw the letter he wrote—it was handed to me by the Correspond
ing Secretary of the District before the Lodge saw it at all.
_
11491. You were one of the gentlemen mentioned in the letter ? Yes, he accused me as a Trustee with
signing some return that was not correct.
11492. Was the money he speaks of—some £40—accounted for ? We handed our books over to the officers
of tho District immediately the letter was sent to the Lodge. I attended the Lodge and saw Murphy
there ; I asked him if he intended that as a charge against the gentlemen named in tlie letter; he said
yes, and I then cautioned him, and he said ho could prove every word that was in the letter. I then said
the best thing to do was to call a summoned meeting of the Lodge, and I moved that the books be placed
in tho hands of tho District Officers, which was done,
11493. An audit took place ? Yes, and we called a specially summoned meeting to hear tho report
11494. Were there many'members of your Lodge who took side with Murphy? Thcro were a few mem
bers of the Lodge who were inclined to tliink there was something in tlie matter, but when the Committee
was called together and the books were put on the table, and Murphy was asked to name one item that
was wrong, ho kept us in for about an hour or two and we could get nothing out of him; at last lie said
there was £1 fine to a member of tbe name of Godfrey (who is now dead) for being drunk, and alleged that
this bad not been accounted for; wc opened the books and showed him tho Cash-hook and Fine-book and
showed where it was paid and entered ; and that was all—he could not show another item ; of course he
had roundabout stories, but that was the only item he could show.
11495. What was tho cost to the Lodge of law expenses ? I think it cost us over £50, between £50
and £60, but that is not calculating men’s time.
11496. Have you ever spent money on law expenses before ? I have been thirty-two years a member of the
Lodge, and that is the only ease 1 can remember going into tbo District Court; there was a somewhat
similar case that occurred in Maitland, but this is the only caso I have seen in the Court in Sydney,
11497. During your long experience, have you known any defalcations to have taken place? I have.
11498. Of any magnitude ? Ho. They were some years ago. I do not know of any within the last fifteen
or twenty years, the members now have a better idea of looking out for a man who lias sometliiug to
lose than they used to have.
11499. You regard your Society as in a thoroughly sound financial position ? I think so.
11500. And your contributions are sufficient for the purpose of meeting all your engagements ? I would
be glad to see them increased a penny a week more, and it is mooted already in the Lodge, as then we
shall be standing on a sounder footing.
11501. Do you favour the principle of a graduated scale of payments ? Yes, I think it ought to he
adopted in all Friendly Societies; I think, considering what I have paid to the Lodge, I ought to be pay
ing less thau a young man,
11502. But what I want to know is whether you favour a young man, who joins at the age of (say) twenty
or twenty-one, paying at the rate of (say) 9d. per week, while you being forty-five should (say) pay one
.
shilling per week ? Well, there is more liability for an old man than for a young one.
11503. 1 am speaking of the time of joining?
Of course, I do approve of it, aud it is generally
adopted in England now, I believe.
11504. You approve of that instead of a uniform contribution? Well, yes, these Benefit Societies
depend on tho members and there may be difficulty in getting a Secretary, and you would create in this
way a deal of difficulty to the Secretary, so that tho question comes whether you could get a Secretary to
do the work.
11505. But you think as a matter of fact it would be fairer and afford greater security to tho Society if
it was so ? I think so.
11506. Have you anything further you would like to say to the Commission ? No.
11507. Mr. Qreville.'] I understand you to say that your Society ceased to subscribe to tho Medical Insti
tute ? Yes, we did.
■
11508. What was the reason ? Dissatisfaction.
.
11509. At what ? At the system adopted in it.
11510. What was the particular system? The members complained that they did not have the control
over the medical officers that they should have, If a member had a complaint lie would have to come to
Lodge and make his complaint in the Lodge ; and a committee would have to be appointed, and a copy
would be sent to tbe Medical Board and they would investigate it. As it is now we have direct control
over our own doctor,
11511. Are there many complaints ? Well, the principle of that Institution I think is wrong, because
they compel a doctor to be there from 10 o’clock in the morning till 12, which aro the very best
hours that a medical man has; but if the members wont to the doctor’s house the doctor could seo them
the same as their private patients.
11512. Then there were complaints against the non-attcndaucc of the medical men? Yes, and also
against the medicines.
11513. What were the complaints they made as to the medicines? They did not believe that the
medicines were genuine.
11514. But these accusations that were made, were they ever decided ? Yes; we wrote the complaints,
and they were brought before the Board, but the last complaint was put in tlie waste-paper basket.
11515. Now, as to the quality of the drugs supplied, had you anything beyond the c:c parte statements of
the members ? The drugs supplied to the Medical Institute come from Elliott’s. He has been the
contractor,
■
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contractor, and I think has been supplying them nearly from its formation—twenty-six or twenty-seven
years ago. There are no means whatever of checking the medicines, the dispenser is the only one who
10 July, 1882. takes them in, and we have no opportunity of knowing whether they are good or not.
‘ 11516. Then your Society or Lodge did riot take any trouble to test the truthfulness of the statement ?
Oh yes; there were general complaints of the system, and they called several meetings. I was opposed
to it, and did oppose it, because I did not like the idea of breaking away from the Institute, but when I
saw that the complaints were so loud and long I went with it.
11517. Then there was a general dissatisfaction without thoroughly testing it? Oh yes, we found mem
bers who were not satisfiedi but we could not go to the doctor and protest, but had to go to the Medical
Board.
11518. Then your members are more satisfied with the present system ? Decidedly.
_
11519. Mr, Langley.] And it is your own belief, after having opposed going away, that you are doing
better by the present system ? I never regretted anything so much as to have to stand up against the
Medical Institute. I was one of its wannest supporters, but the Lodge I belonged to would rather pay
18d. a week than go back to the old system. The last month or two I find the members are better satisfied
than they were.
11520. Mr. Ruble.] Among other things, Murphy alleges that he was not allowed to read a certain
document, the charge that he sent to the Provincial Corresponding Secretary, that was another charge
that was printed in the summons, and that he was not allowed to read his own ? He was allowed to
read every document the Lodge has, and every document in his own possession. He kept ns from 7
or 8 o’clock till half-past 11.
11521. Then he was allowed every opportunity to prove his ease ? Every opportunity that could ho afforded
him.
'
_
11522. And you allowed him the books to refer to ? Yes, they were laid on the table for him.
11523. Mr. Made.] Did you ever take into consideration the advantage of a Pension or Superanuation
Fund, independent of the usual benefits of a Society like yours ? --------_
11524. Have you ever considered the adyisabilily of establishing a Board of Final Appeal to prevent dis
putes passing into the Common Law Courts : a Board composed, we will say, of several representatives
chosen by the bulk of the Societies, to assist the Registrar in coming to a decision in all matters of disputel
mil, most of the Societies have a Board of Appeal.
_
_
_
11525. But I mean a Board past that ? Eo, I would not; I should advise the executive body to defend any
law case ; let the District do it instead of the Lodge.
_ _
1L526. Have you ever considered the hearing of the present Act onthe Societies, as to whether it is
sufficient for the purposes for which it was established, or not ? I have not seen much come out of it. ^
11527. Have you considered any way in which it could be amended ? I have not ; the only real benefit
I can see from the Friendly Societies Act is, that it enables registered Lodges to get an amount of
interest for their money they would not otherwise do from the Savings Banks. .
11528. What are the names of the medical ofiicers of your Lodge ? Drs. Harrison and O’Connor.
11529. Mr. Gelding.] Is it not a fact that your Lodge has not been able to save any money since they
seceded from the Institute ? Oh no.
_
_
11580. You did not bank any money last year, did yon ? No, but we banked £50 this quarter.
11531. How long is it since you banked any before ? The year before last.
11532. Do you think that is a prosperous state of things ? Well, what with law expenses, and perhaps
an unusual amount of sickness, I would not take it that one or two year’s going back is a sign of decrease
in the Lodge.
11533. It has taken place since you seceded ? No, only the last year.
11534. Is it not a fact that you lose two or three shillings a quarter through seceding from the Institute ?
Oh no.
11535. Do you know what the medical levy is ? I do not; I think it is about 4s. 6d.
11536. Is it 3s. 6d. ? It might he.
11537. Are you of opinion that Is. 2d. a week will meet all liabilities and all levies ? I would rather see
it a penny more, but if you have a Lodge dissatisfied with the medical arrangements you lose a great
number of members who will go had on the hooks.
11538. What do you attribute the loss of members to during the past year ; you say under the old
system you lost a lot of members, and yet you have gone back now in the number of members ? I sup
pose a good many have got in arrears.
_
11539. Do you not think you got as good drugs from the Institute as from any private chemist ? No.
11540. Why not ? Because there is a dispenser there who takes in all medicine going in, hut at Watson’s
if a prescription goes there and there is any doubt it is referred to Mr. Watson ; but in the old place the
dispenser can put what he likes and there is nobody to check him.
_
11541. Do you not think if a dispensary was properly conducted it would be much cheaper and far superior
to Lodges getting medicines at private chemists ? Well, I prefer the system we have at present.
11542, Do you pay any of your officers for their services ? Yes, the Secretary.
11543. And Noble Grand ? Yes, a guinea a quarter.
11544. How long has that been in operation P Seven or eight years.
11545. What is it for? Yisiting the sick.
11546. Do you think officers should have remuneration to defray travelling expenses for this purpose ? I
think it is not too ranch for him.
_
11547. What is about the average of members you have on the Sick Funds ? On an average seven during
the year round.
_
11548. You have very few on the low scale, have you ? They are almost all receiving the full rate of pay,
I think ive have two superannuated members.
11549. You are Treasurer of the Order, are you not? Yes.
11550. Do you give a bond ? Yes.
11551. What bond ? The bond prescribed by the Act.
_
11552. Mr. Abigail^] About the quality of the medicine dispensed at the Institute; has it ever come under
your notice that medical men recommend their patients to go to the Institute in preference to private
chemists ? 1 never heard one in my life do so. I went once to the Institute, iu opposition to the doctor,
and got soap pills instead of opium pills, and nearly killed my own wife.
11553.
■ Chapman.
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11553. What means have you of detecting the quality of medicine supplied from a chemist that you hafe Mr. A. W.
not got in connection with the Institute ? Well, I don’t suppose I could tell the difference ; in fact I have Chapman.
none except what the doctor may say ; if a doctor was attending me I should expect him to taste the T
„
medicine.
‘
10 July, 1882.
11554. Have you any complaints at all in connection with the medical attendance ? Not under the
present system.
11555. Has the chemist in connection with this Institute any pecuniary interest in using any bad drugs F
I could not tell you.
11556. Are they competent men generally ? They look for them, but we have had men there who would
use spirits of wine if they could not get anything else.
11557. Are you on the Medical Board P I was for years.
11558. And was this carried on while you were thore ? Yes, and we dismissed them as soon ns we found
it out.
'
11559. What is the difference between their position and a chemist’s shop; is there any one to overlook
the chemist in his shop ? A good chemist has his own reputation to keep up, and there is a great deal in
that, but there are some of them I would not bo satisfied with.
11560. You have had considerable experience in Friendly Societies ; would you favour an annual audit of
their accounts by Q-overmnent officers P Well, I think it would he good—good for the Society as well as
for everybody.
11561. Ho you think it would he of advantage to Friendly Societies to have a uniform set of books? I
could not answer that unless I saw them, but I think so, as what would suit one Society would suit another.
11562. Would you be in favour of a Government Department to manage all affairs affecting Friendly
Societies ? I think the less we interfere with Friendly Societies the better, beyond seeing that they pay a
proper rate of contribution.
11663. Have you any doubt that Friendly Societies are an immense advantage to the State ? Most
decidedly they are, in more ways than one, because in the first place you instil into the minds of young
men a saving habit, and their proriding for their families and themselves in sickness or in old age, it is the
first step towards making a young man saving.
11564. Have you ever made a calculation to ascertain at what rate per head a Tjodge should increase its
funds annually ? No.
„
11565, Have you any doubt that members as they get older the liability of the Society is much greater?
I have no doubt of it.
"
8
11566. So that a Society that does not add something annually is not doing as it should do P Well, it is
not because a Lodge goes back one year that I would jump at the conclusion that that Lodge is on the
verge of insolvency, but if it did so for two or three years they should do something, cither by reducing
their sick pay or raising their contributions.
11567. Are there not a large number of your members who are men in good positions and who do not
take any benefits ? There arc a good number of these.
11568. What is the reason these members do not take the benefits ? I could not tell you exactly; a
great number joined the Society when they were poor.
11569. President.] Have you anything to add to your evidence ? No, I do not know of anything else.

Mr. John Robinson sworn and examined:—
11570. President.] You are a member of the Oddfellows ? Yes, the United Brothers’ Lodge.
Mr
11571. And you are Secretary? Secretary.
j. Robinson.
11572. How long have you held that office ? Since the beginning of this year or the latter end of last
year.
10 51117,1882.
11573. Are you an old member of the Society ? About six years I think.
11574. Can you tell the Commission what has been the total income of the Society during last year ? I
cannot from memory, and have not the books with me.
J
11575. Then you have not got it, and no papers yon have will show it ? No.
11576. Do you know the profit your Society made ? I know it was very small, not £7.
11577. Do you know what the total amount of the funds you have is ? £2,949 14s Id
11578. How is that invested? £1,916 19s. 6d. in the Savings’ Bank, £500 in the land for the hall
£250 a loan to the Trustees of the hall, and £282 14s. 7d. in the Treasurer’s hand.
’
11579. How many members have you ? 480.
11580. That is, good financial members ? Good financial members.
11681. Do you know how many members were admitted last year P Thirty-two by initiation, and thirteen
by clearance, that is forty-five in all.
11582. And how many left ? Eleven withdrew by clearance, and twenty-eight ran out by arrears and
there wore seven deaths.
11583. The amount of funds you have stated at the disposal of the Lodge, docs that include the total
worth of your Lodge ? Yes.
11584. Do you pay the funeral donation of the Lodge direct, or does it come from the District 9 From
the District.
11585. Do your members pay a separate contribution to the Funeral Fund ? No, we pay a levy to the
JL/iBtncr.
11586. How much ? Is. 6d. per quarter.
11587. Does the Lodge pay on behalf of all your financial members ? Yes.
11588. What other levies do you pay to the District ? The Widows and Orphans Fund.
11589, What is that ? ^ It was Gd. la-st quarter, hut it is sometimes 4d.
11590. What other lories are there? There is a District levy, which was 9d last quarter
J15?,1' .v
do ?0Ll set j* r,etum for these ? For the Funeral Fund levy, in the event of a member’s
death, the District pays the funeral donations.
,
11592. Yes, but the 9d., what is that paid for P I do not know why that levy is charged us
11593. Is it for the management of the District ? I expect that is it.
11594.
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11594. What do the members get for the 6d. for the Widows and Orphans Fund levy ?

In the event of

J. Robinson. a Bother dying and leaving children under a certain age, a sum of money is paid out of the fund according
to a scale calculated on the length of membership.
10 July, 1882. jj59g_ lYhat is the largest sum paid out of this fund P

£30 out of this particular fund.

11596. How many years has a member to be a member of this fund to get that ? Over twenty years.
11597. Then you pay Is. Gd. to the Fnneral Fund, 6d. to the Widow and Orphan Fund, andJJd, on account
of the District Management Fund ? Yes, sometimes the district levy is lower, sometimes only Gd.
11598. That is 2s. 9d. a quarter goes to the District ? Yes.
11599. And what do you pay medical officers? We pay the doctors 3s. Gd. per member good outlie
boohs, and Is. 9d. for any member that goes bad during the quarter, and Is. 9d. for every new member as
an examination fee.
11600. If he comes in during the last week in the quarter you pay the same ? Yes.
11601. What do yon pay your chemist ? The last account was £51 17s. Gd.
_
11602. What does that average—how much per member? Both fundslastyear in round figures came to
£600.
11603. That is an average of about 24s. per member ? Yes, about 24s. a member.
11604. Who is your chemist? Mr. Watson.
_
11605. Does he give general satisfaction to your members ? I never heard any complaints.
1160G. Can you tell the amount paid on account of sick pay last year ? £572 14s. 2d.
11607. What was the cost of management during last year ? £175 5s. 2d.
11608. Was this largo sum of £57214s. 2d. for sick pay an unusually large sum to pay away on that
account ? Ho, I think we always go pretty near that; there are one or two very heavy amounls paid for
sickness.
11609. You have on the average from £10 to £11 a week to pay for sick pay ? It would pretty well
average that, taking the whole year round.
11 CIO. What is the average age of your members ? I could not say that from memory.
11611. Have you many old men ? Yes, a pretty good few.
, 11612. A large proportion of the 500 are they old ? No, there are a great many young men about thirtyfive years of age.
11613. Are there many over forty ? Yes, a good many.
11614. Would there be a hundred over that age? Yes, there might be.
11015, Arc there very many old members ? Yes.
11616. And many of these would be sixty years of age ? Probably they would.
_
11617. You were not in office at the time the matter of Stephen Murphy was brought under the notice of
your Lodge ? X was an Auditor.
11618. You remember the cause of this complaint? Yes, I have a slight recollection of it.
11619, Were you the Secretary the time the matter was brought into the District Court ? No.
11620. You were not summoned to produce the books or papers ? No.
11621. Were j'ou present when the charge was investigated ? Yes.
11622. Was there anything in Mr. Murphy’s charge after you had investigated it ? His charge was
groundless as far as I can recollect.
11623. Was a fair opportunity permitted him to make good his charge ? Most fair ; the night he was
tried they let him have just exactly his own way, taking the usual Chairman out of the Chair and placing
another Brother in it.
11624. Would you like to have him hack again ? ] should not care about it.
11625. Do you think the Lodge will be inclined to take him back ? I am afraid not.
11626. If the expenses were made good would they take him back ? 1 do not think so.
_
_
11627. You know the gentlemen who were charged with having knowingly and wilfully applied certain
funds ? Yes.
11628. From the investigation that took place, you are of opinion that Murphy bad a fair opportunity of
making good his case ? Most fair ; the Chairman allowed him every opportunity of stating his case.
11629. Were the moneys accounted for that were in dispute ? I believe they were ; there was only one
amount, and that concerned a Brother who was fined two or three times, and Murphy said these fines were
not in the Cash-book, but the book was submitted that night and the item pointed out as being credited in
the books.
11630. You feel satisfied then that the whole of these sums, amounting to some £40, have been accounted
for ? I would not say for the amount, as I believe that was incorrect.
11631. But are yon of opinion that the whole of the fines inflicted during Murphy’s term of office, and
that of his successor, were accounted for ? I think so.
11632. Has there been any defalcation as far as your knowledge goes ? No,
11633. Have you anything further to add to your evidence ? No.
11634. Have you a general knowledge of the Friendly Societies Act ? Yes.
11635, Do you think it affords sufficient security to members and officers of the different Friendly
Societies ? Decidedly,
11636. Do jrou think it is fully administered ? I think so.
11637. Mr. Abigail.'] You were one of the Auditors, 1 understood you to say ? Yes.
11638. Were you appointed to examine into the books when Murphy made the charge ? No.
11639, Did you audit the Fine-books ? I believe the Fine-hook was not audited.
11640. So he was right in that particular ? If he stated that, he was.
11641. Was there a special audit into the books after Murphy’s charge ? Yes, there was, I believe.
11642. Who appointed the Auditors? The District, I think.
11643. Can you tell us what report they brought up ? No ; I know, however, that it was favourable to
the Lodge, and to the effect that all the moneys received had been accounted for.
11644. At this meeting when Murphy was tried, were you present ? I was.
11645. Was there a large number of members present ? There was a very large number.
11646. How many supported Murphy’s views, half ? No, I do not think so. There were some in favour
of him who thought lie had got hold of something.
11647. Does Murphy’s expulsion proceed from a personal feeling or a sense of wrong-doing? Well, all
the Brothers concerned in the affair left the room during the time he was expelled.
11648.
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11648. And Murphy left the room, did he net? Tes.
11G4S). Is that the custom in the Society ? It was the first time I ever saw a man tried. I could not say.
1.1650. An accused Brother is present while he is being tried, is he not? He can state everything lie
likes in support of his ease, and the other side the same.
11651, "Were the books placed at Murphy's disposal when he was called upon to substantiate his charge ?
All were on the table.
11652. "Was he forbidden to look at them P I think not.
11653. If he said he had no opportunity of referring to the hooks, is that correct ? No, as far as 1 know.
11654. Can you give us the numbers for and against his expulsion ? No ; I was outside.
11655. Do you think the present Act gives every opportunity of assisting and encouraging Friendly
Societies ? I think so.
11656. Do you think it would be an advantage to have a Government-appointed officer to examine the
accounts of different Friendly Societies ? I hardly think so.
11657. Have the books in your Lodge been in such a state as to warrant you in saying that no oversight
except that of the members would be required ? I think not; Auditors are appointed every three months,
and they examine and go through the books.
11658, Is it not a fact that they reported the books as correct when they had not audited the Finebook ? I believe so.
11659. Does that not show that the work has been done in a loose manner ? I do not see much use in a
Fine-book myself.
11660. But it records fines inflicted? Tes; and the money is transferred into the Cash-book.
11663. "What led to Murphy’s difficulty iu seeing the moneys entered ? I think it was his own fault in
not understanding the books.
11662, Was it not reported that irregularities had taken place in the keeping of the books? I could not say.
11663, Is the book-keeping in connection with your Order uniform—have you one set of books ? I do
not know.
11664. Do you think it would be an advantage to have one uniform set of books for all Societies ? I
believe it would.
11065. Mr. ITohisivorth-.~] The money is transferred each evening from the Fine-book into the Cash-book
as a receipt, I presume ? The Secretary does that at home ; the amounts are entered into the Fine-book,
and when they are paid they are put into the Cash-book.
11666. Still it would be necessary to audit the Fine-book to see that the correct amounts are put into
the Cash-book P Tes, so long as you keep a Fine-book.
11667. Mr. hangley.'] I presume on each occasion your fines were read out to the Lodge P Tes.
11668. Do you check your Pcnee-hooks ? No.
11669. Then if there is an irregularity, it would as likely occur in transferring the amounts in the Peneebook as iu the Fine-book ? Just so.
11670. Mr. Gelding,'] Tou heard the special Auditors’ report read, did you not ? Tes.
11671. And the only fault they found, was it not in reference to keeping the Management Expense
Fund and the Sick and Funeral Fund in one book ? I believe the report did recommend two books : the
funds were always kept separate although in one book, and we have had the two hooks since.
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Mr. James Perry sworn and examined:—
^
11672. President.] What Society do you represent? The Protestant Alliance Friendly Society of
\
Australasia,
10 July, 1882,
11673. What number of Lodge? No. 25.
11674. How long have you been a member ? Nine years.
11675. Have you held oflBce ? Tes.
11676. What offices ? Secretary and Master.
11677. What office do you hold now ? None.
11678. During the time you held office, wore there some defalcations in connection with the Society ? 1
believe there were.
11679. Have you any knowledge of them ? I have some slight knowledge.
11680. But have you any positive knowledge of the nature of the defalcations or the amounts ? Tes.
11681. What was the nature of the defalcations? I could not state the exact amount ; there was a
special audit called, and the Auditors could not arrive at the amount in default, through the bad way in
which the hooks had been kept.
31682. "What was the amount supposed to be, as far as they could detect it ? Something like £180,1 think,
11683. Who was the officer or member who was guilty ? The Secretary.
11684. What was his name ? James Pettit.
11685. What was the result of the special audit? They could not arrive at any particular sum that was
taken. I believe I was the discoverer in the first instance myself. I took the office of Secretary immedi
ately following Pettit, and I found that the members were continually complaining of the amount of
money I was suing them for; the Lodge was in a most successful career, for a young Lodge has no great
outlay, and for tho time 1 held office it struck me that there had been a very small amount accumulated,
and then the special audit was called.
11686. Was Pettit called upon to explain? Tes.
11687. What did he do ? Tho only reply was that he paid more to the funds of the Lodge than ever he
had taken from it. We had legal opinions on the matter I believe.
11688. And what was the result? That they could not prove any particular amount, and it was better
to let the case drop.
11689. Were any further steps taken by the Lodge to deal with Pettit? He was expelled.
11690. Then he is not now a member of that Lodge ? No.
11691. Did he protest against the expulsion or take any action ? Ho took no action whatever that I am
aware of.
11602.
486—2 T
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^■^en7- 11692. Do you know of any other case of defalcation ? No, I do not.
'T'"""'' 11693. Do you know of any misapplication of funds in connection with the G-rand LodgeP Tes.
aly, 1880.11694. Has it been settled ? Tes
.
11695. Do you know the amount? No, not exactly.
11696. Have you any idea of the amount ? I think it was about the same amount as in Pettit’s case, but I
am not certain.
11697. Did the officer make good the amount ? Tes.
11698. And paid it ? Tes, and more than the amount.
,
11699. What is the value of the funds of this Lodge now ? About £1,080, I tbink.
11700. And what number of members have you ? 210 I tbink. The amount I gave you is irrespective of
the funds the G-rand Lodge holds belonging to the Funeral Fund.
11701. Do you pay your own funeral donations ? No.
.
11702. The Q-rand Dodge pays them ? Tes.
11703. What do you pay to the G-rand Lodge? 10s, a year.
■ 11704. That ensures the payment of your funeral donations ? Tes.
11705. And you have to your credit £1,100 independent of your share on the general funds ? Tes.
11706. How is the money invested ? , la the various Banks, with the exception of 150 shares in tho
Protestant Hall.
11707. To the credit of the Trustee ? Tes.
11708. Were the shares in the Hall taken up before you were a registered Society? I think not.
11709. What interest do you get on these shares ?" None whatever at present.
11710. Wliat amount of money has been paid on account of these shares ? £150.
11711. That is the actual value of the shares ? Tes.
11712. And it is unproductive at present ? Tes.
11713. Have you any other investment unproductive ? None.
H714. The others all bear interest? Tes. .
11715. And they are to they credit of your Trustees? Tes.
11716. Do your Treasurer and Secretary now give sureties ? Tes, a bond in a G-uarantee Society.
11717. Does the Society pay the premium? , Tes.
'
11718. Have you had any defalcations since or before Pettit’s case ? None.
11719. Have you a larger number of members now than when Pettit was intheLodge ?
No, not so
many.
’
11720, What is the largest number of members you had at any time ? About 320.
11721. What are the contributions ? Is. a week, and 2s. levy per quarter.
11722. That is 60s. a year ? Tes.
11723. What do you pay your medical man ? 16s. per member per annum.
11724. And what do you pay the chemist ? 10s. per member per annum.
11725. And what do you pay on account of working expenses per year ? About £45 insalaries, &c.
11726. What do you pay the Secretary? £15 a year, the Treasurer £10, tho Assistant Secretary £5,
the Auditors two guineas, and the doorkeeper 52s.
11727. Are there any other paid officers ? No.
11728, The Chairman does not get paid ? No.
11729. And what is the rent ? The rent is 7s. Gd. a meeting.
11730. What have you paid during last year on account of sick pay ? I could not tell you.
11731. Do you know what profit you made on the receipts and expenditure ? Something Hko £130.
11732. Do you know tho average ages of your members? No, I do not—1 could not form an idea.
11733. Have you many old men ? J. think I am about the oldest now.
11734. Have you a good many young men ? Tes, a large number.
.
11735. Do all your members undergo a medical examination ? Tes.
11736. Have many been refused admission in consequence of being unsound in health ? Only one, by
our medical officer.
'
11737. Do you belong to any other Benefit Society ? No.
11738. Do you think it a wise provision to permit members to be members of more than one Society ? I
could not answer that question, but I see no objection.
'
11739. Tou think it would be wise to permit persons to join one, two, throe, or more Societies ? I think
so, if the Societies have no objection.
11740. Do you not think it would bo an inducement to members to sham sickness,*so as to go on the
funds ? I should think that would be the fault of the medical officer, though no doubt there have been
instances where illness baa been shammed.
11741. Have yon had cases in connection with your own Society ? I believe so.
11742. Have you anything further to add to your evidence ? No.
11743. Have you any suggestions to make? No, I have not.
11744. Mr. Smith.] Taking the liabilities of a Friendly Society in consideration, do you think your Society
is on a sound financial basis ? I tbink so.
11745. Tou tbink that under ordinary circumstances it is able to meet the liabilities that its rules oblige
it to meet ? --------11746. Have you found the present Friendly Societies Act in anyway interfere with the progress of your
particular Society ? It causes grest dissension at times in various Lodges,
11747. In what way? In reference to the registration of our rules. I believe it to mean that when
our rules are once registered and distributed to the various subordinate Lodges that may originate
throughout the land, these rules do not require re-registration. I believe it to be an injustice to receive
.the registration fee for them again, unless there is some by-law added by the Lodge.
■
11748. Do I understand you that if the G-rand Council register the rules you think it should he sufficient
for all purposes ? That is certainly my own opinion.
11749. Do you think that in itself would be a relief to subordinate Lodges ? I do.
11750, Were you a registered Society at the time of the misappropriation of tbis money? Tes.
11751. Did the Lodge take any steps to bring the matter under the notice of the present Registrar of
Friendly Societies ? Not that 1 am aware of.
11752.
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11752. Do you think if the present Act hnd been more stringent in its goverfiing principles such T' ^_i9”^'
misappropriations of money could not take place ? I liave no doubt of that.
lOJtdy 1883
11753. And do you think it ■would be advisable in any new legislation that particular interest should be
*
'
carofully guarded over ? I think so; it could not be too strict, in my opinion.
11754. Did the appropriating of this money by Pettit extend over a very long period of time? Some
two years.
'
11755. He was receiving contributions as Secretary, was he not? Tes, regularly every meeting night.
11756. Did he succeed in disguising from the Auditors of the Lodge the fact that he had not accounted for
aU the moneys he received ? Tes, he did.
'
.
11757. Were the Auditors in the case the same all the time ? No.
11758. Tou had eight audits during the whole of that period ? Tes.
11759. They were not the one set of Auditors P No.
11760. And it is a fact that he succeeded in disguising the defalcations from the whole of the men who
were appointed? There is no doubt of it in my mind.
11761. Were the men as a rule competent to deal with matters of figures ? I think so.
11762. Do you generally find that to be the rule in a Society, that the men appointed as Auditors are the ■
most competent to deal with figures ? No.
11768. Has it ever occurred to you that a better system might be adopted in auditing the accounts ? I
do not tliink so.
■
11764. Does your system differ in any respect from the system generally in use ? Tes, more than it did
at the time of these defalcations.
11765. What are the particular differences ? We have a book into which the nightly payments are
entered to the credit of each member, which was never looked at; it was counted up and handed to the
Treasurer, who gave a receipt for the amount, and the Auditors took it for granted that that was correct.
11766. Had the Treasurer no knowledge of the fact that this Secretary was applying the money to his
own use ? Not until I pointed it out myself.
11767. In the event of the Government establishing a Department with a Begistrar for the purpose of
working and protecting Priendly Societies, would you be favourable to the principle of any member apply
ing to that oflicer for the appointment of two officers that might examine the accounts ? Decidedly so;
.
yes.
_ _
'
11768. Do yon think such a principle would be a groat protection to tbe members of the various Friendly
Societies ? No doubt of it.
.
11769. Tour Society is based, is it not, on a religious principle ? Tes.
11770. And none but persons professing the Protestant religion can become members ? Tes, and their
families also.
11771. Mr. BuUe.] Who was Master of the Lodge the time these defalcations took place ? There were
two or three at the time.
'
11772. Then one who said that the defalcations were £270, was he correct? 1 would not like to say.
11773. When you discovered these defalcations, did you report it to the Lodge ? Immediately.
11774. Was there a special audit? There was.
11775. What was the result ? They found that there was a certain amount deficient, but bow much they
could not say, because they found that tbe books were kept in such a disorderly state that there was no
getting at tbe truth.
'
11776. How much was he called upon to make good? £150 or £180 I think.
11777. Did he make that good ? No.
11778. Did he promise to do so? No,
'
11779. And it is not made good now ? No.
11780. Mr. Slade.] Have any other deficiencies come under your knowledge besides this of Pettit’s?'
Not that I am aware of.
11781. What was tbe Secretary’s name in No. 25, who when being accused of incorrect entries threw
down the money on tbe table ? That was Pettit.
11782. Mr. Abigail^ Who was the lawyer the Lodge consulted who recommended you not to take pro
ceedings ? I believe it was Mr. Colyer.
11783. Were you present when it was discussed in the Lodge? Tes.
11784. Was any reference made to tbe clause in the Friendly Societies Act setting forth how these
people should be proceeded against? No.
.
11785. Do you know that tho Act lays down a dear rule by which the Trustees ought to have proceeded
against Pettit for embezzlement ? I do now, but did not at the time.
11786. How long is it since this took place ? I believe it was 1876.
11787. Do you think a man who misuses the funds supplied by tbe members should be let off in tbis way ?
1 tbink he ought not to be let off at all.
J '
11788, Would you favour the using of a uniform set of books throughout all Friendly Societies? Tes
and I tbink they might be greatly simplified.
'
’
11789. Have you any suggestions to make to the Commission that would assist them in framing a new
Friendly Societies Act of a more perfect character ? No.
The Commission then adjourned till Friday, the 14th July.

FIHBAT,
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miDAT, 14 JULY, 1882.

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.,

O.M.G., M.P.,

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
ED. GEBYILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JAS. F. SMITH, Esq.,

President.

E. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. R. HOLDS WORTH, Esq.,
E. J. RDBIE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.

Mr. James Muuro sworn and examined:—
Mr. J. Munro. 11790. President^ What Society are you a member of?
11791. Are you still a member ? Yes.

No. 25 Young Australia, Protestant Alliance.

14 July, 1882, 11792. Do you hold any office ? Yes.

■

■

11793. What office ? Treasurer.
11794. How long have you held that office ? Five years and eight months.
11795. What funds have you to your credit on behalf of the Society? In January last the amount was
£1,002 16s. lOd.
...
.
11796. That is cash, I presume? No ; £150 is iu shares in the Protestant Hall, the rest is cash.
11797, How is this balance invested ? It is deposited in the Banks.
11798. To the credit of the Trustees ? Yes.
11799. Who are the Trustees ? Samuel James Hardy, Phillip Pring, and T. A. Harricks.
11800, How many memhers have you in the Society ? About 180 I tbink.
11801. Is that tbe largest number you have ever had ? No.
_
11802. What has been the largest number? I could not tell; at the time the Lodge was first established
there were over 200.
11803. And was there a larger number subsequently ? No, T do not think so.
11804. Have you had any defalcations in connection with your Society ? Yes,
11805. What has been the nature of them ? They were by the Secretary who held office at one time;
in fact I shall have to make a statement in order to explain the matter.
_
11806. Will you then malce the statement? There was a Brother who held office as Secretary one time,
and he came forward for office again nearly two years afterwards. I had been Treasurer one year while
he held office, and still continued to be Treasurer of the Society, and while paying a sick member at one
time this sick member complained to me that he had received a summons for more arrears than what he
owed ; I said that the only way to rectify that would be to have his pence-book compared with the ledger,
:us he said he was certain he did not owe the money, because he was credited in his pence-book with the
amount he had paid and there was a deficiency of lls. I got the pence-book and got the ledger and
compared tho book with the ledger, and found the dates were the same ; the Brother was credited with
21s. on his pence-hook and only with 10s. on the ledger. When this Brother came forward to be installed
as Secretary of the Society 1 objected, and they wanted to know my reasons, and I gave as my reason
that, while he was an officer of the Soeiety before, he had held back some of the books belonging to the
Society, and also that there was a discrepancy between the book of this Brother and the ledger; he
‘ wanted to know what the discrepancy w-as, and I produced the books showing that there was a discrepancy
of lls.; he took half a sovereign and threw it on the table, and said he supposed that made it right, and I
said no, and he then threw down another shilling. I still objected to his taking office, and as the Brother
did not have his bonds ready that night it was put off, and he was not put in office again.
11807. What was the amount of his defalcations ? According to the Auditors’ report—I took the trouble
to look over it—his defalcations were £138 Ss. 10id.; hut there were further discoveries made after that,
that would amount to about £150 in all,
11808. What is that statement you have in your hand? It is only a matter of figures I went into,
comparing the receipts of the evening as shown by the Treasurer's receipts with the ledger, and the
difference shown. There are eleven takings on different nights, and I found differences in all of them.
On December 23rd, 1875, £21 2s. 2-jj-d. is credited in the ledger; the Treasurer’s receipt on that night was
£18 16s. l|d., leaving a difference of £2 6s. Id. On January 13th, 1876, according to the ledger, £14 19s.
was received, and the Treasurer’s receipt was for £12 12s. did-; leaving a difference of £2 6s. 7^d. On
February 10th the ledger shows £24 16s. 10£d., and the Treasurer’s receipts £22 10s. 6d., or a difference
of £2 6s, 4vsd. On February the 24th the ledger shows £19 10s. 4d., and Treasurer’s receipts
£17 14s. ll^d., being a difference of £1 15s. 4|d, On March tbe 9th there is £19 17s. 9d. in the ledger,
while the Treasurer’s receipt shows £16 19s. 9d., or a difference of £2 18s. On April 13th, in the ledger
is £7 lls., while tho Treasurer’s receipt is for £6 13s. 6d., being a difference of 17s. 6d. On May the
11th £30 lls, 10HL is credited in the ledger, hut tbe Treasurer’s receipt is for £21 19s. 7'2d., making a
difference of £8 12s. 3d. On April 27th there is £15 Ss. 9d. in the ledger, while the Treasurer’s receipt
is for £12 4s. 6d., leaving a difference of £3 4s. 3d. On June the 22nd the ledger shows £44 10s. IJd.
as having been received, while the Treasurer’s receipt is for £42 10s. 3d., tho difference amounting to
£1 19s. lO jcl, On July the 14th I find £13 4s. 4id. credited in ledger, the Treasurer’s receipt being for
£12 3s. 6d., or a difference amounting to £1 Os. lOijd.; while on August the 24th tho ledger shows
£21 Os. 6d. as having been received, the Treasurer’s receipt being given for £20 Is. 3d., making a
difference of 19s. 3d. These are a few items that I have extracted from the ledger and cash-book and
receipts of the evening.
11809. You have not made up the sum total? No, that is not the total, and does not include the whole
■ or anything like it.
11810. "Was there any inquiry or investigation made upon these discoveries ? Yes.
11811. What was the nature of that inquiry ? Tho nature of the inquiry was, as I have stated, that
Auditors were appointed to inquire into the whole of the state of the circumstances.
11.812, That was the result—what was the character ? There was a Committee appointed. I have a
rough draft of what tho Auditors reported here.
11813.
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11813. Who were the Auditors ?
report:—

W. Eoskett, W. B. roster, and W. Buchanon.
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The following is their Mr. J. Munro.
14JulyTl882.

Tho Auditors appointed at tbo summoned meeting of No. 25, held on Wednesday, the 4th instant, to inrestigatfe the
accounts in connection with alleged discrepancies in tho accounts of the Lodge while Brother Pettit was Secretary, from July,
18/5, to December, 1877, inclusive, have to report that they commenced the audit with a desire to make a thorough investi
gation into tho accounts, but found bo many difficulties in the way, through not having tho whole of the pencc-books, and the
extremely careless and improper manner in which the lodger was kept, that they had to confine themselves to a comparison of
the ledger, tho cash-book, and the minute-book. The two latter, so far as the cash-book had been kept, wore found to agree
within a very small amount; but a very great discrepancy has presented itself in the comparisou of the ledger with the cash
book and minute-book. In many cases we find that amounts paid by members have been carried to tbe total column without
being entered in the fortnightly column, and in numberless instances tbe amounts paid by members arc entered in the proper
fortnightly columns, hut are not carried on to tbe total columns ; consequently we have not been able to make out a correct
balance of the led ger. To do so would necessitate the re-entering of the amounts and a comparison of every entry in the
pence-books, which would occupy two men at least a month.

11S14. Jb that the whole of their report ? Not at all,
11815. Have you any more of it there ? No.
11816. "What was the recommendation? There was no recommendation at that time. The recommenda
tion was that the Secretary he instructed to write to this Brother, requesting him to come forward, and
either meet the deficiency or make a statement to the Lodge that might be approved or disapproved of
by its memhers.
11817. Then the Auditors say the books would not enable them to arrive at an actual deficiency? Yes.
11818. "Were all the pence cards called in ? No.
11819. "Would that not have shown how the money had been paid ? Yes.
11820. And would not that have been a more effectual way of auditing ? It is a process that has not
been adopted generally in all Lodges, though it has been done once or twice in the Lodge I belong to;
it takes a great deal of time, and the members neglect to send in their pence cards,
11821. Yes, but in a ease like this where a large amount of money has been made away with, would it
not havo been worth while and trouble of the Auditors of the Society to have the whole of the pence
cards called in, in order to arrive at some conclusion as to the amount of money that had been made away
with by the Secretary ? Yes.
11822. And would it not have been the means also to have enabled you to prosecute this Brother ? Yes.
11823. Because the pence card is the voucher for the money received by the Society ? Yes.
11824. Then the only way to have reached this Brother would have been to have called in the pence
cards ? Just so.
.
11825. Had he not given you the receipt, it would have been clear proof that he had received the money
and misapplied it ? Yes.
11826. That course was not taken, I presume ? There was only one pence card checked, as I have stated
already,
11827. That is the one you discovered yourself? Yes, and ho complied with our rules so far that he
threw down the deficiency of the money. The Brother who is a Secretary lias a book for his own' con
venience and for taking the members’ names and amounts of money paid. This hook was destroyed
or never produced to tho Lodge by Pettit. If the Auditors had got this hook there was no doubt
about them coming to a conclusion at nil, hut it was never given up to the Lodge.
‘
11828. But would not the next best thing have been the pence cards ? Yes.
11829. That course was not taken ? It was suggested.
11830. But it was not adopted ? No, it was not.
11831. "What was done by the Lodge—what was the final result of the inquiry? The final result of the
inquiry was, after a good deal of correspondence had taken place between the Brothers and the Trustees,
that a letter was written, stating that they wanted £150 from him; and he said he had not got it, until
they began to think that the man was out of his mind.
11832. Bid you take any legal opinion as to prosecution ? Yes.
11833. "Wliat was the advice ? "Well, the Master stated to the Lodge one night that lie had been speaking
to a solicitor on the matter, and the advice he received from the solicitor was that ho did not think it
would be worth while going to Court with this man.
11834. "Was he afraid he would not secure a conviction ? I do not know.
11835. But the opinion which was expressed by the Master of the Lodge, was it an opinion that was
received and paid for by the Lodge ? No.
11836. Bid they not employ any one ? No.
11837. It was simply a conversation between the Master and some attorney ? Yes.
11838. Were there not bondsmen on behalf of the Society ? I think so, but I do not know that there
were.
11839. To what amount was the bond, do you know ? I think £25.
11840. Have they ever been called upon to make good this £25 ? No, not to my knowledge.
11841. Is it the intention of the officers of the Society to call upon them ? I cannot say.
11842. The matter has never been mooted in the Lodge ? Not since he was expelled.
11843. What is the object of taking a bond? To secure the fidelity of the man.
11844, It is simply to protect the Society against fraud ? Certainly.
11845. Then why have you not seen that the bondsmen have been called upon to make good the bond?
I am only one out of seventy, and if the half had been of the same mind as 1 am they would have lost
all they had or had him prosecuted.
11846. But as a mere matter of business, would not you if you were similarly situated call on tho
bondsmen to make good any default ? Certainly ; but then there was the time that elapsed between the
time that he was Secretary and this defalcation, and it might be held that this released the bondsmen.
11847. What length of time did elapse ? About eighteen months, and it is probable that the sureties
had handed him over the bond and had made themselves free from-it.
11848. But you have no recollection of any attempt being made on the part of the Society to enforce tho
bond? None.
11849. Bid you as Treasurer ever do it? No.
11850. What action did the Society take in reference to this member after iho inquiry ? They expelled
him from the Society altogether.
11851.
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11851. That is really the only punishment he received ?

That is all.
He sent a £1 note to the Lodge at that
H July, 1882. 5”^*° clear himself as he said, and wished to withdraw from it altogether, but it was not received.
You mean the money ivas not received ? IVo, it was not.
11854.’ That was declined and he was expelled? Yes.
11855. Have you had any further trouble with him since ? No.
11856. How often do you have an audit of your accounts ? Every quarter.
.
11857. Are there three or two Auditors ? Three.
'
11858. And do you have an annual audit ? No, not in addition to tho quarterly ones.
11859. You say eighteen months intervened during the time of the defalcations to the time they were
found out ? All that;,
’
11860. Then there were six audits during that time ? I expect so.
11861. And the Auditors during this time failed to find out any of these defalcations ? Certainly.
11862. I want to know if these six Auditors failed to discover the defalcations ? X cannot say that; if
they discovered it they never made it known, or made any report to the Society.
.11863. And I suppose they reported to the Society that the expenditure and receipts were correct? They
were correct ns far as the books they saw were concerned.
11864. Do I understand you that the books would not show anything like the extent of the defalcations,
that they were badly kept, so imperfect and misleading that they would not show it ? Yes, the books
that the Auditors received were perfect, but this one book was never brought before the Auditors.
11865. "What book was that? The ledger.
11866. Was it absent at all tho audits ? It must have been,1
■
,
11867. But what Auditors would bring up a report that the accounts wore right without having the
ledger ? Well, the receipts of the evening are taken in the minute-book, and they take the amounts
there, and the Treasurer gives a receipt for the amount the same night, all these are in different books;
then there is the sick pay and so on entered into this book, and the Master’s name is signed to every one
of these sick payments. Well, here were the receipts of the evening, say £20, the Master has signed tho
book for £20, and the Treasurer’s receipt is signed for £20, so that if the ledger was kept back 1 do not
see what check there could be, and 1 could not say whether the Auditors knew that there was such a book
in the Lodge—it was not produced by the Secretary.
11868. Then it must have been a most defective audit, must it not ? They were competent Auditors.
11869. Who were they ? Mr. &oodwin, Mr, A. Adams-----11870. Mr. Adams, the teacher ? Yes.
11871. Who was the other, do you remember? Mr. Geo. Walker.
11872. Although three Auditors were elected, was it necessary for three to sit? Sometimes there were
only two.
"
11873. But on each occasion they reported that they had examined the vouchers and books of the Society?
They presented a report in the usual form.
11874. The President of your Society does not preside at these audit meetings ? He is not compelled to
do so, but he has to sign the balance-sheet.
11875, After it has been examined by the Auditors appointed ? Yes.
11876. And it is submitted to the members of tbe Society and adopted by them ? Yes.
11877. Would you favour a Government supervision and inspection of the books, receipts, and expendi
ture of tbe various Priendly Societies ? Certainly.
11878. Do you think it would secure these Societies against fraud in similar cases to that which you have
disclosed ? Yes, if they were honest men.
11879. Do you not think that an expert would have been able to detect this peculation ? Yes, I believe
he would.
11880. But you had not an honest officer ? The Auditors would have found it out if the books had been
produced at the audit.
■
118S1. But why did not the Auditors ask for this book ? I do not suppose they knew there was such a
book.
11882, And the Society had no legal opinion as to whether they could prosecute this member ? Only
what I stated.
11883. They did not employ any one ? .Not to my knowledge.
■
11884. And took no steps to prosecute him ? No.
.
11885. Was the matter submitted to the Lodge ? Yes, I submitted a motion myself that the Trustees
take legal proceedings at once.
11886. WTiat was the result ? It was carried unanimously.
.
11887. And what was done ? There were communications between tho Society and Trustees, and
after some time on a quarterly night again the original motion was rescinded.
11888. Have you any papers that bear on this matter ? Yes, I have them here.
11889. Let us havo anything bearing on the case ? They are not directly on it, but here is a letter from
Pettit:—
J. Monro.

11852 Did he protest against the expulsion or take it kindly ?

My dear Hardy,
Wednesday.
Standing on Coot's River Dam waiting tbe coach, I scribble this to you. It seems you and I are to tight
out 25 matters, willy nilly. Will you look at your registered rules before they meet to-night, and see that all their
steps so far conform thereto, so that when you go on you will stand on ■ sure ground, and also see if you can get £20 out of
sureties, so as to reduce your claim on me to £130, and then look out how much of your funds you can spare to go at mo for
balance, and how much of that you arc likely to get. I wish you joy of all you can get in cash, and if you put me in
gaol, my loving relative, W. S. Harrison, can tell you that I am only going back there to finish my mat-making trade.
When I liad a £1 a fortnight ago I sent it and my resignation, which 1 am willing to give as a settlement of all claims,
and I now send it to you, and 1 give you my word to repay you that amount on 1st Apnl next, if you pay it for me ; but 1
only do so as a final settlement, which if not accepted—and I don’t see any rule why not—I may yet have to make you
defendant for malicious slander, of which I am advised 1 already holdjjroof from your Secretary. This much you can do,
you can make me lose my work, and that is what some of your members want, anil under the circumstances that can easily
be done ; your first move will do that, as I cannot remain here under the approval of the party I named iu my last to you
as my patron. To stand in 25 and denounce the action of my wife I never will.
Fraternally yours,
J. Pettit.
Address me to G.P.O,

11890.
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11890, Are there any other letters? Not hearing much on this matter.
Mr. J.Munro.
11891. Is there any further information you could give us on this matter ? I think there is nothing else.
11892. Have there been any other defalcations of any account ? Not in this Lodge.
14 Lily, UM2.
11893. In any other Lodge that you have knowledge of? No; there were some defalcations connected
with the G-rand Lodge, I believe.
11894!, Were they made good ? I-believe so. I was a member of the Council at the time when it was
spoken of, but the Executive settled the matter outside the Council, the money being made good.
11895. Do you remember the amount of defalcations by the Grand Secretary? I could not he positive
whether it was £176 or £276.
11896. It was not Pettit was it? No, but it was a man in tbe Government employ.
11897. Then yon have nothing further to tell the Commission in reference to defalcations in connection
with your own Lodge ? No.
11898. And nothing in reference to defalcations in connection with the Grand Lodge? No.
11899. That is all that has come under your notice ? Tes.
11900. Mr. Smithy Erom the statement you have made, it appears that it was by the merest accident that
these defalcations were discovered ? Tes.
11901. Then it was quite possible for this man to have continued doing that sort of thing had it not been
for the accident ? He was out of office when it was discovered.
11902, But had it not been for that, he would have gone on in the office ? Tes.
11903. And no doubt would have continued misappropriating the funds of the Society? Tes. I have no
doubt of it.
'
11904. Is it your opinion that any of tbe checks used in your Society would have been of such a
character as to prevent that sort of thing ? Not while he held hack the ledger.
11905. And you are convinced, with your experience in connection with the Society, that it would be wise
to adopt a system by which the Registrar or some person authorized by the Government of the country
should audit the books,—that there should he a system of auditing once a year ? Most certainly.
11906. How long was Pettit out of office when you discovered this affair ? About eighteen months.
11907. Did he not hand over all his books to his successor ? No.
11908. Not the ledger ? Tes.
11909. And did not his successor detect the defalcation? No.
11910. Is the ledger the hook into which the subscriptions of memhers are carried? Tes.
11911. "Wei], after memhers had paid amounts, and they had not been carried on to their credit, would not
anybody have been able to observe that---- ? I do not understand you.
11912, I understand you to say that members have paid amounts and have not been credited with these
amounts in the ledger? Tes.
11913. "Would it not be easy then for the successor, who had the books for two years, to have discovered
the defalcations ? He discovered it in this way: that in carrying the arrears forward, in summoning the
memhers he might summon them for 18s., and the member find out that he only owed 8s.
11914. Tou send out circulars quarterly, with the amount of arrears on them ? Tes.
11915. Was that adopted after the first three months he left office ? Tes.
11916. Did any members complain of the amount of arrears set down against their names ? I could not
•
answer that.
'
11917. Could you furnish the Commission with a copy of the various Auditors’ reports since Pettit went
out of office ? Well, the Auditors kept no reports; they merely take the books and the vouchers and see
that they are correct, and send in the total worth of the Society.
11918. Do they not say they have examined all the books and vouchers of the Society and found them to
be correct ? Tes, they do that; hut that is not a report.
11919. If they had done that for two and a half years, and the books showed £250 deficiency, would
they have faithfully discharged their duty to the Society? I say they audited the books correctly that
were laid before them.
11920. Were they not all laid before them ? No.
11921, Is it not the Auditors’ duty to see all the books laid before them ? They might nor have known
there was such a hook.
11922. But the ledger is a most important book ? Tes.
11923. How did the Lodge deal with those members who had paid subscriptions, which were paid and not
placed to the credit in the Secretary’s book ? A good many of the members grinned and bore it and paid
the arrears, hut there was one man by the name of Robinson, in reference to whom I moved myself, when
it was proved that he had paid the money, that 5s. he placed in his hook to make it up. That is the only
case I know of in which this was done.
'
*
11924. But a large number of members must have paid their subscriptions twice over? Tes, I have no
doubt of that.
11925. In the matter of security, do you not think it would be better to have a Guarantee Society as
security, rather than taking that of individual members ? That is the system we adopt now.
11926. Do you take one from the Secretary and Treasurer now ? Tes, from both.
11927. Tou felt very strongly on this matter ? I did.
11928. Are you aware that the 13th clause of tho Second Part of- the Friendly Societies Act enables you
individually to lay an information against this man : it says that any person on behalf of the Society
may summon a person against whom a complaint is made, to appear at a time and place to he named in
such summons, and any two Justices present at the time and place mentioned in such summons shall
proceed to hear and determine the said complaint in manner directed by the Act or Acts in force for the
time being regulating summary proceedings before the Justices ? 1 know' that according to clause 39, in
my way of reading it, I do not see but that the money could have been recovered easy enough if we had
liked to go about it.
11929. Is Pettit the owner of any property ? That I could not answer; in one of his letters he says he
has neither money nor money’s worth; if that is correct he has no property.
11930. Tou do not know whether it is his own, or whether it is vested in his wife ? I do not know.
11931. The Lodge never authorized any person to take proceedings against him ? The Lodge carried a
resolution that the Trustees should do so.
11932.
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■Mr. J. Munro, 11982.

What particular reason did the Trustees give for not proceeding to carry out the wish of the
Lodge? According to rumour this Brother had nothing to lose; the land belonged to his wife, and I
14 July, 1882. Jjeliove it was from outside report that they did not care to throw away good money to get bad.
11933. Was it pointed out to the Trustees that they were compounding a felony in a case of this kind ?
No.
_
11934. You are thoroughly in favour of the proposal that a close Government supervision should be
exercised over the affairs of the Societies ? Yes.
11935. The prosperity of your Society has been good ? Yes.
11936. Is the sick list very heavy ? Some quarters, it is and others it is lighter.
11937. Would you favour a uniform system of book-keeping in all Societies ? Yes, if it is simple and not
too cumbersome.
11938. How much are you as Treasurer empowered to retain in your hands ? £10.
11939. If you require more how do get it ? From the Trustees.
11940. Mr. HohlsivorthP\ Were you Treasurer at the time Pettit was Secretary ? Bor one year.
11941. During the period of his defalcations ? Part of it.
11942. Did you sign the Treasurer’s book when you received moneys from him ? Yes.
11943. Did you ever tot it up to see what he had got ? No; after counting the money I signed for the
money I received.
11944. Mr. Hubie.~\ Is the Grand Secretary who was a defaulter still a member of the Society ? I think
not, but cannot say certainly.
11945. I suppose your Society is registered according to law ? I believe so.
11946. And you act up in the Lodge according to the rules of it ? Not altogether I don’t think.
11947. How is that? Our rules for the present time have been drawn out for the establishment of
Districts, and since these rules were drawn up and registered and Districts formed they have been abolished
again, and wo are networking in Districts and we are not working according to the laws, but are simply
united to the Grand Executive.
11948. There is a Districtin Sydney, is there not? Well, we arc not divided into Districts the same as
the Oddfellows are.
11949. You have stated that you simply sign for the amount of money that you receive ? Yes.
11950. This hook the Secretary did not show to the Auditors, hut did any one ever inspect it to see that
he kept it right ? Not while it was in his hands.
11951. Is not the Master of the Lodge supposed to do that ? When I discovered this discrepancy and
objected to the Brother being installed as Secretary, the Grand Master of tho Order, then Bro. Walker,
who was visiting the Lodge, called at once for the ledger, which was produced, and ho found a deficiency
in one night's takings of something like lls., I think.
11952. And did the Grand Master take any action that night ? No; he said as this Brother had been
charged with this lls., and the Brother then threw it down, and he then quoted a rule to show that when
we received it we could not help installing him, but the Grand Master refused to instal him because his
bonds were informal.
*
11953. Then were it not for the Grand Master being in the Cbair he might have been installed ? Ho
might have been.
11954. And have continued in office ? Not if I could have helped it.
11955. Is that Grand Master still a member of the Society? Yes.
11956. Does he hold any office ? According to our hooks he is the immediate Past Grand Master of the
Society.
11957, Is ho financially good ? As far as I know he is.
,
11958. You said just now you had 200 members when your Society was opened? I believe there was
about that.
11959. And only number about 180 now ? To the best of my knowledge.
11960. Did the most of them leave through death, expulsion, or what? A good many through allowing
their arrears to run up and to the inability of getting the arrears, so that the Lodge deemed it necessary
to have them expelled so as to save the Secretary a deal of trouble and labour,
11961. Then when a man at a certain time is bad on your books you expel him ? Not always. If there
is a likelihood of getting the money they try to get it.
.
11962. But in most cases you adopt thatplau? The majority of men that have been at one time members
of the Lodge and have left have been dealt with in that way.
11963, Mr. Newland] I see in the balance sheet for tho 31st July, 18S1, that there is £53 7s. Gd. for
regalia; also from 31st July to 31st January, 1882, £73 9s. 6d. for regalia—Does your Society require this
largo amount of money spent for regalia ? I do not know.
11964. Do you think it is necessary for tho proper working of Priendly Societies that such large amounts
of money should be paid away for regalia? I would do away with it altogether.
11965. Mr. Geldhifi?. "Were you, as Treasurer, present at the audits? Yes.
119G6. IVere the pence hooks submitted to the Auditors for examination? Only once or twice since the
Lodge was started.
11967. AVho kept them hack? No one kept them back, but the memhers refused to give them up.
11968. But I mean the contributions that the Secretary takes down the money in? Yes, that book was
produced.
■
'
11969. And did they tot that up and see if the arrears or advances were correctly brought up ? I do not
know.
'
11970. I presume that was where the chief defalcation took place ? Tes.
11971. Do you not think the Auditors as men of business should have insisted on having the books sub
mitted to them ? They did insist on it, hut Pettit was in bad health, and living at Cook’s Eiver, and I do
not believe that there was a Brother but had the greatest confidence in him ; and it was through that it
was not insisted upon.
11972. And do you think the Auditors could possibly certify that things were correct, in the absence of a
very important book like that ? No.
11973. Then they were very lax in their duty ? But they would be justified in certifying to the books
and vouchers they received.
'
11974.
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11974. Then if ho had only produced one single book it would have been sufficient? I do not think that. Mr. J. Munro.
11975.^ Under what system do you pay demands made on you for sick pay—how are the orders made out ? c'Well, if Brothers are sick the money is voted; and as soon as it is voted, an order is signed by the Master, ^ July, 1882.
tho Secretary, and Deputy Master, and handed to the Treasurer, and he pays it on that.
11976. President?] Tou have nothing further to add to your evidence already given ? Yes, there is a
matter I would like to say to the Board, in reference to Priendly Societies. In my way of thinking as
regards the working of Friendly Societies, and the amount of good they are doing, the Government should
give them more protection than they have at the present time; there are great difficulties in getting
members in arrears to pay up, and the amount of trouble and loss of time in getting out summonses
causes many a one to get away out of the Society altogether, and the Society is at loss of a quarter’s fees
to the doctor and chemist, and those that stick hard to the Society have to lose this, I will instance
a case. Two defaulting Brothers were sued at the Central Police Court a short time ago, and there was
a verdict given against them, “ levy and distress,” and at the time the Trustees went to them they had no
money, and there was a bill of sale for their goods, so that nothing could be got from tbem. An official
of the Government made an extra charge on the Lodge for acting as bailiff of 10s, more, thus we were at
the expense of the Court and of paying the bailiff; we gained the case and lost all the money. Now this
is a matter I think the Board ought to consider and try to assist these Societies, that there should be some
more ready method of getting at these members who are in arrears,
11977. Do you favour the provisions of the Act providing that members in arrears should be summoned
for tho non-payment of their arrears? Most certainly, if they are able to pay.
11978. Or would you prefer that matters of dispute or matters of arrears of contributions should be
adjusted and settled by the Lodge itself ? No.
■
11979. You are not in favour of the principle of arbitration being applied to matters of dispute ? Not
in financial matters.
11980. Yon think they should he summoned to Court? Yes.
11981. How long do you allow members to be in arrears before they become unfinancial ? If a member
exceeds fourteen weeks he is unfinancial.
11982. And are they, according to your rules, after they are fourteen weeks in arrears, liable to receive in
the case of death the funeral donation ? I think so.
11983. Over twelve months, I presume ? Yes, and longer than that; cases have happened in Sydney where
they have been over two years. There is another matter I would like to draw attention to, a matter that
appeared in one of the daily papers, stating that sectarian Societies, not being able to meet their
liabilities, were best out of the road altogether. Now I wish to instance a case which occurred in the
Order to which I belong. Some time there was a Lodge opened at Trinity School near Miller’s Point,
and it dwindled down and was dissolved, as when the memhers got so small the Grand Council thought it
wise to withdraw the Charter and have them distributed into other Lodges, It will be in tho recollection
of tbe members of the Commission that a fight occurred in Surry Hills where a man was killed; he was a
member of this Lodge, and application was made for a funeral donation, and it was paid, and that proves
that this statement which was made in the papers is wrong.
11984. What letter do you refer to ? I could not tell the name now, but it is an important matter to
show that sectarian Lodges do assist their members. Our Eules 34 and 49 bear this out. Then with
regard, to the registration of Eules, I think when the Rules have been once registered by the Grand
Council and approved of, it is an imposition to make other Lodges pay £1 for their registration.
'
11985. Do you think that the one registration should be sufficient ? Yes.
1198G. Does tbe Grand Lodge adopt a set of Eules for the government of all subordinate Lodges ?
Yes.
11987. A uniform set of Eules ? Yes.
11988. And they register these Eules ? Yes.
11989. Is that all ? Yes.
11990. Mr. Abigail.'] The Enl.es of your Society make clear provision that members belonging to a
Lodge failing shall be absorbed into other Lodges'? Yes.
11991. They cannot lose their benefits ? No.
The Commission then adjourned till Monday, 17th July.

MONDAY,

17

JULY,

1882.

■

Jkcsrttt;—

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq,

C.M.G, M.P,

President.

J. GELDING, Esq,
JAS, E. SMITH, Esq,
E. GREYILLE, Esq, J.P,
F. ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq,
P. R, HOLDSWOETH, Esq,
JOHN SLADE, Esq,
E. J. RUB1E, Esq,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
[ifr.

Abigail presided until the arrival of the President, and is here designated as Chairman.]
Mr. Ed. MeEncroe sworn and examined :—

11992. Chairman.] You have made application to be examined before the Commission, have you not ;■ and
Mr,
have stated that you could give valuable evidence 1 Yes.
E. M'Encroe.
11993. Are you a member of any Friendly Society? I am an honorary member of the Guild, having been
deposed from the benefits of tbe sickness funds some nine or ten years ago, but I am still entitled to lUuky’ 1S82.
medical and funeral benefits.
11994. What were the grounds of your being deposed from these benefits? In August, 1845, I became a
member of the Society. I was elected one of the first Council, and served about a year on the Council. In
1847 or ’48 there was a great exodus from this Colony to California, and in consequence the Secretary was
486—2 U
unable
-
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'

■

unable to keep the accounts correctly. In May it was proposed to dissolve the Society until tbe Archbishop
returned, which would not be for seven or eight months. In addition to the loss caused by members going to
^'a^om*a! a Iarge number of m embers resigned. I was going to resign, but was induced to withhold my resignation and to take on myself tho duties of Warden. I found shortly afterwards that the books wentintodisordcr.*
11995. Then in that year you were the Warden of the Society! Yes.
11996. Wliat are the duties of Warden 1 To preside at all meetings; lie is the first lay-officer mid has to
give decisions. The books were brought under my notice, and when 1 saw them I did the best I could to col
lect all the cards and compare them with the books, so as to set them right; the balance of money that was in
the Bursar’s hands could not be accounted for, but at the end of the year I was able to make out an account
somewhat correctly, and it appeared that the number of memhers was about 100 or 110, ami that the funds
were about .£300. The Secretary had gone to California, and I could not get his assistance in settling the
accounts, and the gentleman who took liis place was rather incompetent. I declined to take office again, and
things went on favourably for some years, and by a reform in the taking of money, the accounts became more
satisfactory. We found that a number of members bad given a false return of their ages ; a resolution was
passed that they should be allowed to remain if the frauds were not discovered for twelve months after their
admission. A resolution was subsequently come to that a member might be given £20, and be free from all
further payments of sick-pay, In 1867 blindness came on me.
.
11997. Did you declare on the sick funds! Not for some weeks after.
11998. Who was the Guild Doctor! Dr. Gilhooly. I submitted to an operation by Drs. Fortescue and
Jones, but after two or three weeks they found that the operation was unsuccessful, and they had another
operation and I was laid up again, and at the end of six months I made application for tho sick pay, not
being able to do any business for a considerable time.

11999, Were you placed on tbe sick funds ? I got thirteen weeks’ sick-pay.
12000. What explanation was given why you did not receive the fifty-two weeks’at a guinea! I took myself oil'
the books as I did not want it. I did not apply for it again until two and a half years from that date had elapsed.
12001. Will you tell us the bad management of the Society! In May I was deposed.
12002. For what reason ! They assigned no reason, and I did not even get a notice ; it was done without
notice, the Council deciding to stop the weekly payments, and to give me the sum of £20.
'
12003. Did they inform you that they had received the full amount! No.
■
12004. Did you ever receive the fixed amount of £20 to free the Society of its liability to you !
I did not
heai- of it for a month or so afterwards, and then I was told that if I did not take the £20 I would get
nothing ; then again, I had a claim for compensation which I made for £25.

12005. Did you get it! No, they refused it. Mr. Ruble was in the Council at the time, and he made applica
tion for me to the Council, and they refused it, though they did not dispute the services I had rendered.
12006. Did you take any legal steps to' get what you considered your right! Yes.
.
12007. And how did that come out! It was in the Court, but there was no hearing—there was no decision
upon it.
.
12008. Was it withdrawn! It was withdrawn, as they set up'the defence of the Statute of Limitations.
12009. After that the Chaplain told them that you had a fair and just claim f Yes, for the compensation.
12010. Wliat did they do then! They refused to pay me.
12011. Did you take any further steps! I then made a claim, waiving this for compensation, on the ground
that I had not taken these steps before.
12012. The Society disputed your claim, did they! They could not dispute the claim.
12013. But they never granted the money ?

■

'

They would not satisfy the claim.

■ 12014. Do any of their laws allow tbem to pay for services such as you rendered! One of the rules is
for the Secretary, and I did his business, which does not belong to the Warden’s duties, and I assisted a
subsequent Warden, with an actuary, to see that the subscriptions were right.
12015. Who was the actuary ! Mr. Thompson. That was in 1859.
.
12016. What was his report! He said that there were £10 per member, whidi he thought would do for the
present, but they ought to liave another examination in another five years,
12017. That is the cause of your grievance against the Society! That they deposed me in this way, acting
with a discretionary power, as if it were imperative,
12018. Can you give us any information why they have gone back so much as not to have £3 per head !
I could not, but before this they had good Bursars and good Wardens.
12019. Have you any knowledge of any cases of misappropriation of the funds of the Society ?. No.
12020. Are you conversant with the present Act! It has been read for me.
12021. Can you give the Commission any suggestions that will improve upon it, or do you think it is
sufficient to serve all the purposes for which it was passed ? The Society has been acting in contravention
of tbe Act—that I know.
12022. In what way! The Act obliges them to keep separate accounts of the widows’ and orphans’ money,
but it had been jumbled together into one fund, instead of being kept separate, as it was while Mr. Rubie
was at the head of affairs. It was jumbled together when the hall was built.
.
12023. Did you receive fifty-two weeks, at 21s. a week sick pay! Yes.
12024. And fifty-two weeks at 10s. 6d. ! Yes.
12025. And £20 to buy off all claims you might have against the Society, except the death rate! No, I did
not accept it on these terms.
12026. But did you accept £20! J did, with a protest that I would liave the resolution rescinded.
12027. Do you know that one of the laws make provision that a member may receive tbe sum of £20 as a
final payment for all benefits! I do not think that, as the rule only refers to the sickness .fund.
12028. Did you draft the rule yourself! Yes, but it only applied to the sickness fund. ‘
12029.
"Note (on rerwien):—11994. Instead of *'induced," I was prevailed upon. 11994. Instead of “ went into disorder,”
were in disorder, with some disputed accounts to settle. 11995. Instead of “that year,” the last eight months of it; was
the first four months, 1S59, 15 avden again. 11996. Instead of “ funds,” assets were about £300. Instead of “gone to
California,” ho had left -Sydney, and it was said ho had gone to California. 11999. Which I took towards paying Doctors’
fees, being under their advice about three months and not attending any business. 12008. Instead of the Act of Limitation,
they filed several pleas. 12019. I liave unnecessary law expenses in alxnit the last ten years in cases that could have been
settled amicably, or by arbitration, besides coach expenses for deputations going to St. John’s College, that enuhl have been
avoided by meeting the Patron at the Vicar-General’s Office or at the Presbytery. 12030. Instead of “it was,” write there
were several other cases in the Law Courts besides that one,
.
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12029, What have you to suggest? I think there should be a system of arbitration—preventing persons
Mr*
,
from going to law for the settlement of disputes. In one case at North Shore, where £10 was sued for, E* M'Encroo,
there were £46 expenses, and then the Judge decided that he had no jurisdiction.
17 July 1882.
12030. Was that case in connection with the North Shore branch of the Guild 'i It was, but there have
been other suits since.
Mr. J ames Collis Pettit, who appeared with Mr. W, C. Proctor as his solicitor, was sworn and examined :—
12031. President.] Arc you a member of any Friendly Society now 1 I am not a member of any Friendly
Mr.
Society.
J* C. Pettit.
12032. You were of No. 25 Protestant Alliance Society t I decline to answer that.
—A—^
12033. Were you Secretary of a Friendly Society '( I have been.
17 July, 1882.
12034. What Society was thatl Of throe (3) IViendly Societies. The Loyal Orphans’ Crown, Manchester
Unity, the White Rose Division Sons of Temperance, and I was a member of another Society. I was not in office.
12035. Were you Secretary of a Branch of the Protestant Alliance Society ? I decline to answer that
12036. Were you ever during your residence in Sydney identified with a Branch of the Protestant Alliance
Friendly Society? I decline to answer that.
12037. Do you know a person of the name of Harrison 1 I do, a scoundrel, sir.
12038. Is he a connection of yours by marriage 1 He is my wife’s brother.
12039. Was he connected with the Society of which you were a member? I must decline to answer that,
but I believe he was a member of No. 25.
12040. Was a Mr. Monro a member of the Society to which yon belonged? I must decline that.
12041. Was Mr. Perry a member of the Society of which you were Secretary ? I decline to answer that.
12042. Do you know a Mr. William Walker connected with the Alliance ? No.
12043. Was he not Grand Master of the Alliance? I decline to answer that; I doubt if there is such a
Society in legal existence.
12044. Do you not know there is a body, a Friendly Society, registered as the Protestant Alliance Friendly
Society ? There is such a Society registered.
12045. You know it has an existence? The Protestant Alliance has an existence, hut I understand there
are two.
12046. You'know that both are registered ? 1 declme to answer that.
12047, Do you know of any Secretary or office-bearer of the Society of which you were a member charging
you with a misappropriation of the funds? I have heard of such things.
12048. Was a charge preferred against you? I had a charge preferred against me five years ago.
12049. Was that investigated? It was, I believe.
12050. And what was the result ? The Society was afraid to let me know, but I believe I was expelled. I
sent them 10s., and it was returned to me, and that is the only evidence I have, and in making this charge
against me I sent them a counter-claim.
12051. Do you remember what the amount was they alleged you had misapplied? Not less than £150.
12052. Are you able to explain to the Commission how they came to make such a charge against you ?
Perfectly.

12053. Will you do sol It would not have been made only that I went up for re-election and beat these
parties who were appearing against me. Seeing that I could beat them in an election this claim was put in
against me, and I put in a counter-claim, which was for letting people off sums they lowed. Say a man
owed £3 the Lodge would let him off at least one-half: that is one thing. Another thing was that the
rules do not provide for any country membership, but say that every man shall pay 2s., and yet, in breach of
tho rules, the Lodge in my time and since my time carried out this system of concessions.
12054. Which Lodge is that? The Lodge that complained against me. You will understand that these
concessions came up before my time by those who managed the affairs. Well I am not much of a book
keeper, but it appears to me that if I kept a cash-book I should show in it the amount of casli I took, but
in the other "book (or ledger) if he paid some of his amount and was let off the balance I should give him
credit for the total amount that he had owed—that is, in the member’s account book.
12055. Was it your practice to receive the cash ? There have been occasions when I did not receive one
shilling.
12056. But have you not on some occasions received the cash and taken a receipt for a sum of money—the
receipts of the evening ? I never left the Lodge without a receipt from the Treasurer.
12057. But have you not on some occasions accounted for a sum of money much lass than the receipts of the
evening? No, certainly not; my cash always tallied.
12058. Has there not always been a deficiency between the amounts you handed over to the Treasurer, and
the amount which should have been handed over to the Treasurer ? No, certainly not.
12059. Is it a fact that you took the members’ money in the pence books in pencil? I may liave done so.
12060. Is it true that you lost two members’ pence hooks which would have shown the takings of the even
ing 1 No, I never lost any book.
12061. Yon never told the Lodge that you liad lost certain books? I did not.
■
12062. Are you aware that an audit took place of the books of the Lodge? Every quarter.
12063. I mean a special audit? I know nothing of any special audit.
12064. It is quite true that a demand was made for £150 ? Yes, and my answer was a contra account.
12065. What is the nature of this contra account? These concessions to country memhers, instructed by
the Master and others.
12066. Can you give the names of members who received concessions to the amount of £150 ? No, not at
this lapse of tim&.
12067. Can you give the names of any members that you made these concessions to ? Yes, two now.
12068. What would be the amount of the concessions made to these two men? £8 or £9 between the two.
12069. Who are they, and where do they live ? One was William Gillam, then working for tho Corporation,
and another, Crawford, living in Davies-street, Surrey Hills ; he was of some peculiar trade, and could not
get work, and tlic Blaster said we were never to expel these members.
12070. Did you produce your cash-book at the audits every quarter ? Yes.
12071. And the ledger? Yes, every book connected with the Society.
12072.
*Note (% Secretary) .—See examination of Mr. James Munro, question J 1,8110.

'
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, 12072. Did yon write several letters to the trustees 1 Never.
_
J. C. Pettit. ^2073. Do you recognise the letter produced* as being in your writing 1 I decline to answer.
T
^Is your signature! I decline to answer ; I do not recognise it,
U
' 12075, You still say you do not recognise this letter ? I do not recognise it.
12076, And you decline to answer any questions relative to the contents of the letter! Yes.
12077, Now in 1875, on 23 December, the Lodge receipts of tho evening, from information we have received,
were ,£21 2a 21-d, and the Treasurer’s receipt is for the sum of £18 16s. Hd., leaving a difference of
£2 6s, Id. ? That would be a concession, I suppose j my attention was never drawn to it.
12078. But how could the Lodge receive that in cash and yet there be a concession! I declme to answer
that; I do not know what you have there ; I have never seen it.
12079. Then, on May 10, the receipts were £30 lls. 10J-d., and the only amount you accounted for was £21
19s. 7|d., leaving a deficiency of £8 12s. 3d. :—is that sol No. Do I understand that the Treasurer pro
duces receipts for the latter amount as received from me 1
12080. Yes! Then the difference is a concession; that hook wTas never reckoned up in my time.
12081. But if tlie money was received ! But it was not money.
12082. The Treasurer says it is? Never mind what they say ; it never was received.
12083. You say that all these sums of money-----? I do not know them.
12084. On January 13, 1876, the ledger shows £14 19s., and the Treasurer’s receipt is for £12 12s. 4 Id.—
a difference of £2 6s. 7id. ; on February 10 the ledger is £241 6s. 10^d., and the Treasurer’s receipt £22
10s. Gd.—a difference of £2 6s. 44d.; on-----? Do I understand you that the cash hook shows that on tho
Treasurer’s account book.
■
12085. The cash-book? Well, the Treasurer was unable to meet his accounts, aud I can name tiro
Treasurer, too.
12086. Who was the Treasurer ? James Dummer, of William-street, Woolloomooloo.
12087. Then there are also the following :—
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Lodger,

Date.

February 24.................................
March 9 .....................................
April 13 .....................................
May 11.........................................
April 27 .....................................
June 22............................ ............
July 14.........................................
August 24 .................................

£ s. d.
19 10 4
19 17 9
0
7 11
30 11 10*
9
15
8
44 10
n
13 4 ik
21
0 G

Treasurer's Receipt
£ s.
17 14
IS 19
6 13
21 19
12 4
42 10
12 3
1
20

d.
114
9
e
7i
fi
3
6
3

Difference.

£
1
2
0
8
3
1
1
0

3.
d.
15 * 4|
IS
0
17
U
12 3
4 3
19 104
0 10*
19
3

Do I understand you to say that the Treasurer made away with these sums of money ? No, I do not say
that, but I say that I brought up my quarterly statement one quarter and my books showed that he owed
£6 or £7 more than he summed up, and he paid it at once. The correctness of my books brought out the
incorrectness of his.

12088, What books had you 3 From memory it is rather awkward to say, I cannot recollect now.
12089. And what office did you hold ? I must decline to answer that.
'
12090. Did you give members receipts for moneys paid as Secretary of a Society ? I decline to answer tiiat.
12091. Did you receive money from certain members in a Society in Sydney ? I decline that.
12092. What is the practice of the Secretary when he receives money : to give a receipt, is it not? If they
have their books there.
.
12093. Was a case discovered by Mr. Munro where you had received 21s. and only accounted for 10s.?
Yes, and I handed up the lls., and at the close of the meeting they told me that if I did not take it up they
would drink it,
_
12094. Did you throw it on the table? I did.
12095, Was it taken up ? I took it up again ; the man died about ten days afterwards.
12096. Did he get the benefits? His friends would.
_
12097. What was his name ? James Busby ; lie was a man who had had concessions.
12098. And he is dead?

I have heard so.

12099. Were there any other cases of members of tbe Society producing these pence cards, and finding that
they had not had credit for the amounts of money they had paid from time to time ? The man named
Harrison whom I was speaking of produced a pence book on the same night, and threw the pence book on
the table, saying, 11 Here is an entry and an erasure, and I have no doubt if you look in Pettit's time you
will find a great many like it.” I replied, “ If you look at that you will find it is not in my writing nor in
my time.”
12100, Where did this happen ? I decline to answer that.
_
t
12101. Then is it a fact that there were a number of others besides Harrison and Busby? No ; I know of
no others.
12102. Was it not brought under your notice that there were a number of members who had paid
contributions who alleged that the amount of the contributions entered in the pence books had not been
accounted for? No, it is all the other way; there are none who havo any prejudice against me except
these few officers I beat in an election.
*
12103. Did not the members of the Society expel you ? I have no knowledge of it.
_
12104. Have you not received any intimation ? I have not; they would not do it; they are afraid.
12105. What members do you refer to? I mean Munro and Perry, and the clique.
12106. Of twenty-five? Of twenty-five.
12107. They were your brother officers at the time, were they not? I decline to answer that.
12108. Was not Mr. Hardy a trustee of a Society of which you were Secretary ? I decline that.
12109. Was not Mr. Munro Treasurer? I decline that.
_
_
12110. Was Mr. Perry elected after you ? I do not know wliat they might do, because I was living in the
country ; it is five years since 1 left Sydney.
12111. Where did the Society meet? I must decline to answer that; half a dozen places, I was gomg to say.
12112. And you are not now a member of a Society ? Of no Friendly Society.
12113.
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12113. W^at funds had the Society -when you left it? I do not know what Society you refer to.
3. C. Pettit.
12114. The Protestant Alliance 1 I do not know.
12111). Tho Society of which you were Secretary ? I cannot answer that.
17 July, 1882.
12116. Do you know how the funds were invested ? I must not answer that,
12117. Do you know who the trustees were? I must decline to answer that.
12118. Do you know what amount of money you paid into the Society? No.
12119. Do you know what amount of money you received ns an office-hearer 1 No.
12120. 1 mean as payment? No, I do not.
12121. Did you receive payment? I must decline to answer that.
12122. Do the Society’s rules provide for the payment of its officers? I must decline to answer that; I
know several of the Society's rules are not workable.
12123. But this Society of which you were Secretary? Their rules are not workable.
12124. And you do not know the names of the Trustees 1 I must decline to answer that.
12125. Afr. 2 biffail] Would the concessions you have referred to he made by the Secretary without a
resolution of the Lodge ? In some cases.
12126. To the amount of pounds ? To the amount of pounds.
12127. And the Secretary would have power to grant such a concession without a resolution of the Lodge ?
Not lawfully, I admit.
1212S. But it has been done ? It has been done.
12129. Would the books show any occasion where resolutions had been passed? It may have been done,
but I doubt if ever there was a legal resolution passed.
12130. You stated that when you were called upon to make good £150 you sent hack a counter charge
setting forth that the £150 was made up of concessions that had been granted by you to various memhers
and officers.
12131. And the whole of that would make up the full amount of £150? And more, if wanted.
12132. Then men have come here and stated that you have actually pocketed £150 ? They have sworn a
deliberate lie; not 150 pence, let alone £1.
12133. These concessions could and did come up night after night? Yes.
12134. How often did the Society meet? Fortnightly ; at its commencement perhaps weekly.
12135. And at these meetings concessions were made ranging from 18s. to £8? Yes, by me, by my
predecessor, and successor.
12136. And you positively assert that you never pocketed £1 ? Not 1 shilling.
12137. A/r, HohlsworlJi.] Do your books not show the amount of the concessions some way ? No, only the
difi'erence between the cash received and the members’ account, and the members’ account was never gone
into because it was too vast to do it. We sat up one night till we went to sleep over my predecessor’s book.
12138. Do you not keep a cash-book and ledger in your Society? It is the ledger that does not tally with
the cash receipts.
12139. There is a hook in which an account is opened for each member? Yes.
12140, Then when a member paid 15s. and you gave a concession for 5s., would it not show cash so much,
and concession so much? No. If I had known they were going to tackle me it would have been done
though.
12141. Then your books nowhere show what the amount of these concessions was? No.
12142. And that is the way they carried on their business ? Yes.
12143. How did your auditors manage then ? They never looked at that book.
12144. Did you not, as a matter of justice, insist on the accounts being examined ? No. When I had the
cash taken from me, and took a receipt for it, I considered I was clear of all.
12145. Then you say the Treasurer’s account will tally with your cash-book ? Yes, except in the one
instance where the Treasurer had to make it good.
12146. Then your cash account for each night will be found to correspond with the receipts of the Treasurer
that night? Yes.
■
12147. Mr. RvMe.] These concessions must he very numerous? They were—too numerous. It came
to he—“ Oh, let so and so off, he has been out of work.”
12148. Mr. NeiolandP[ How long has the Lodge been opened ? It was opened in August, 1873.
12149. Mr. Slade.] Were you one of the founders of this particular Society ? No, this Mr. Harrison was.
12150. How soon after it was founded did you join it? I decline to answer that.
12151. Can you remember any of the names of those to whom these concessions were made ? I gave two,
and can give others.
12152, Can you inform the Commission whether any books are in existence in which such notices or entries
can be found ? No.
12153. Have you anything yourself in the way of written evidence to prove your statement? No.
12154. Yon alluded to one who came in a cab and got a concession. Who was he? James Service, comer
of Burton and Oxford Streets.
12155. Can you remember any other name? I might if time was given me.
12156, Did you keep tiiat ledger? Yes.
12157, Did you keep that ledger in pencil ? I might, perhaps, explain tiiat.
12158. Please explain it then. In that ledger if you hnd lead pencil marks they are easily explained. It is
supposed if you take an office that you will hold it till a certain time to complete that term of office. Sup
posing I leave Sydney, and someone else does the evening’s work, and the hook was sent out to me, if I had
not pen and ink I might put it in in pencil.
12159. You admit that there was a ledger that might have been kept in pencil ? Yes.
12160. And if so, because you could not get pen and ink ? Yes.
12101. Mr. Gdding.] You attended these audits, did you not? Yes.
12162. And did you produce at these audits the members’ contribution book to be audited alon^ with the
others ? Yes.
°
12103. Was it audited? No, they went to sleep over it.
12164. It was asserted here that the hook was never produced?
shunned as too big a job.

12165. Then you say the Auditors did not do their duty?

Tiiat is false, it was always there, but

No.
12166.

‘•’r; vi; ■
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121G6. Do you wish to make any further statement to the Commission 1

Mr, Colyer wrote to me five years

J. C. Pettit ago, asking me to send this £150, and has had the opportunity ever since of making me do so, hut lias never
17 Jul
u

ail(^ w^ien It0 does, I am prepared to meet it.
'12167. Did you write to the Trustees, and tell them they could not possibly obtain the money from you, and
that they had better go to the sureties and get £20 from them, and reduce the matter to £130? I have had
property to satisfy the judgment ever since.
12168. Did you write to the Trustees to tell them that? I never wrote to them to my knowledge.
12169. But did you ever write to any one of them to that effect? I must decline to answer that.
12170. Did you write to say that they could not get anything from you as you hatl not anything? No, I
could not say that.
,
.12171. Is it a fact that you wrote to them that they were trying to get you out of your employment ? I
must decline to answer that.
,
12172. Did you write it to any one of the Trustees ? 1 decline to answer.
'
■
12173. Have you anything further to say to the Commission? No.
12174. Mr. Abigail.] You say you have property to satisfy any judgment? Yes, I had five years ago.
12175. Fred dent.] Have you now ? Yes.
12176. Mr. Abigail.] With the knowledge that these people have charged you with robbery, have you any
intention to proceed against them ? I may. I am giving them time to proceed against me.
The Commission then adjourned till 10 o’clock on Tuesday, the 18th July, to meet at the Court-house,
Newcastle.

1882 ^one

TUESDAY, IS JULY, 1882.

(Held at Newcastle.)
Jpicscnt:—

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.,

O.M.G.,

M.P., President.

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
JOHN GELDING-, Esq.,
P. R HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq,
.
JOHN. SLADE, Esq.,
Mr. James Reid sworn and examined :—■
Mr. J. Reid. 12177. President.] What Society are you a member of? The Manchester Unity.
,-----‘-----„ 12178. How many years have you been a member ? Somewhere near twenty years.
IS July, 1882. 12179. What office do you hold ? Provincial Corresponding Secretary for the District.
12180. How many Lodges have you in your District? Seven at present.
12181. Is that the largest number you ever had ? Weli, wo did have eight, but the eighth was only opened
and closed again.
12182. What was the reason of its being closed again? On account of the colliery at which it was estab-

lished closing,
12183. And what became of the members? They ceased to be members, I advised them to keep their
money through the other Lodges, but that did not seem to suit them.
12184. And what was the date of the establishment of your District at Newcastle ? 1859—that was when
we branched away from the Hunter River District.
12185. Your District does not embrace tbe Hunter River District? No, not now.
12186. Did it until 1859 ? Yes,
12187. What is tbe gross number of members you have now ? About 600.
12188. Do you know the total value of the funds of the District ? Yes,
12189. Will you toll the Commission ? Yes. Ever since I took office I have divided the funds into Manage
ment Fund, Sick and Funeral Fund, and Widow and Orphans’ Fund—up to December the Management
Fund, £47 7s. 9d.—we do not keep a heavy fund in that, as we only levy the members for it according to
our wants; Funeral Fund, £481 0s. 5d.

12190. Wliat amount have you for the Widow and Orphans' Fund ? £837 2s. 4d.
12191. What do you pay your members’ wives on the death of a husband from the Widow and Orphans’
Fund ? It is according to a sliding scale.
12192. Up to how much ? Up to £20 ; from £5 to £20.
12193. According to the number of yeai-s the member has been in the Society ? Yes.
'
12194. What funeral donation do you pay from the Funeral Fund? £20. I produce the rules giving this
information.
12195. What are the contributions paid by the members of the various Lodges in the district? 6d. to the
Sick and Funeral Fund, and some Lodges pay 1 Id. to the Management Fund, and others 2d. ; and to the
Widow and Orphans’ Fund a penny a week,
12196. That is 9d. a week? Yes.
12197. But what I want to know is what the contribution paid by your members every week is ? About
8|d. or 9d.
12198. Wliat other benefits do your subordinate Lodges give ? 20s. and one Lodge 21s. a week sick pay.
12199. For how long do you pay 20s. ? Some Lodges' six months. ■
1 2200. And after that time what is the sum paid ? 1 am not sure whether it is 12s. 6d. or 15s,
12201. Do yon know what your own Lodge pays ? I forget.
12202. I understand that the highest contribution paid by the Lodge is about 9d. a week? Yes.
12203. Including everything ? No, not the Doctor.
12204. What do you pay for the Doctor? 6d, a week besides.
12205. That would make 15d. a week? Yes.
12206. Then some pay 14d. and others 15d. ? I must explain that in most of the Lodges very few
members require to pay for the Doctor as they are connected with the collieries which have their own
Doctor, and they do not require to have the Lodge Doctor and so do not need to pay for him.
12207. Do you know the amount of money paid on account of sick pay during last year? No I could not
tell that.
12208. Do you know the total amount of contributions received during the year ? No I only keep my own
accounts.
12209.
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12209. You could not say what were the total receipts for five years 1 You have it in the return.
Mr. J. Reid.
12210. Can you tell from that (Report and Proceedings of the Grand Annual Movable Committee for 1882)
what the receipts have been for last year from all sources! According to this report it is £1,621 14s. Id., 18 July.1882'
that is for subordinate Lodges.
12211. Can you tell what was the total expenditure for a light period 1 £1,681 13s. Id.
12212. Mien according to tiiat the expenditure is in excess of the income! Apparently it is at that rate ; of
course I do not keep any account of subordinate Lodges’ workings.
12213. But that return was made up by the District I presume! No it is made up from the returns
of subordinate Lodges.
12214. You have no means of telling tbe Commission what was the income and expenditure of previous
years 1 No not for subordinate Lodges.
12215. "kou have no knowledge whether the District were in a better position the year before last than last
year ? T think so, but the only means to get that would be to get the Secretaries of subordinate Lodges here.
12216. What has been paid on account of medical attendance 1 I could not say,
12217. And you cannot tell the amount paid in the separate Lodges for such pay! No; that does not
come under my notice.
12218. What do the subordinate Lodges pay their medical officers 1 6d. per week per member.
12219. There is no tender then! No he is simply appointed at the rate of 6d. per member per week.
12220. What do you pay your chemist 1 That amount includes all medicines.
12221, Are you of opinion that the sum paid by tbe members of your subordinate Lodges is sufficient to
meet all the requirements and demands of the Society? Well I believe in my opinion that tho sick pay is
too high for the amount of contributions paid.
12222, Do you think that it is a healthy indication to find that the income for last year for the District has
not been equal to the amount of the expenditure ? It does not look like it,
12223. Are you of opinion then that it is necessary to have a higher contribution? "For the same amount
of benefits I am decidedly.
12224. Then you think the contributions are not equal to the amount of benefits paid by the District? No
I think the benefits are larger than the contributions will pay, that is in the Sick and Funeral Funds especially.
12225. Do your members pay a uniform contribution? Yes.
■
12226. Do you approve of that system? The Friendly Societies Act compels us to do so, and our laws
compel us to divide the funds equally.
,
12227. Your by-laws compel you to do that? No, our constitutional law.
12228, Are you of opinion that it is a fair and equitable principle tiiat a young man should pay as much as
an old idan per week ? It has been carried on ever since our Order has been established here, and I do not
know whether it would meet with the approbation of members or not to alter it.
■
12229. What is your own opinion ? We regulate that according to the initiation scale, making the older
members pay a higher initiation foe.
12230. Do you favour the principle of a uniform contribution, or do you favour a graduated scale of contri
bution according to age! In my opinion the graduated scale would be most equitable, but it would cause a
great deal more labour.
12231, Has very much money of the funds of the Society been spent in regalia f No, not much money has
been spent in this way.
12232. About how much ? We have purchased, I think, one banner for the last eighteen years, and tiiat is
about all our expenditure.
12233. Was that from tbe funds of the Society ? Yes.
12234. Do you not think that is a misapplication of the funds of a benefit Society that the contributions
which are provided for the purpose of paying sick benefits and medical attendance------? That has nothing
to do with the Medical Attendance Fund at all.
.
12235, But the contributions come for the management of the Society ! Yes, wo pay lid. or 2d. a week-to
the Management Fund.
.
12236. And you take the money out of the Management Fund ? We levy each Lodge so much per member
■
per year.
,
12237. But if any Lodge or member oi number of members fail to pay the levy, would they not become
.
financial ? Yes, if they failed to pay any levies they would become unfinancial.
■
,
12238. What mode have you for recovering arrears of contributions from members of subordinate Lodges !
When a member runs into arrears he is unfinancial at the end of three months.
12239. And he is not entitled to medical attendance or sick pay? No.
12240. But in case of death he would be entitled to the funeral donation ? No, to no benefits whatever.
12241. Supposing he is twelve months in arrears do you take any further action 1 No; we have done so
simply because tho member is out of the Society altogether.
12242. You have not sued any of your members at the Police Court ? No.
12243. Do you approve of that principle ? No, I do not.
.
12244. How do you settle matters of dispute between the members of subordinate Lodges and your District?
We have never had any , of course our rules give us guidance how to carry on by appeal to different Courts.
12245. Have you had any defalcations by officers or members of subordinate Lodges, or members of your
District Lodge? Not tiiat I am aware of ; not since I took office.
'
12246. Not for twenty years! Yes, I believe there once was a defalcation in one of the subordinate Lodges,
but I do not know anything of my own knowledge respecting it.
■
12247. Do you consider your District well managed and subordinate Lodges well managed ? Well, I think so.
12248. Have you admitted many new members during the last year ? Not last year.
12249. Have many left the Societies ?

Ices; we occasionally lose members through leaving the District and

going away,
12250. I suppose there is a good deal of that in this District?

Yes.

12251. What would be the average ages of members in your District?

12252.
12253.
12254.
12255.

That I have never studied.

Are there are many old men in connection with the Lodges ? Not many much older than 1 am.
How old are you ? Fifty-three next month.
Arc there many about your age ? There are a good few.
Old members of the Society ? Yes, old members of the Society,
12256.
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Mr. J, Reid. 12256. Arc there many young men'! Yes, a great many young men; in fact, in the half-year ending July,
1881, we had a good many young men made then.
IS July, 1SS2. 12257. How many? Forty or thereabouts, and they would he on an average twenty-one or twenty-two
years of age.
12258. You have have had long experience in connection with the working of the Society 1 Yes.
12259. Have you experienced any inconvenience from the present Friendly Societies’ Act in the performance
of your duties and in the working of your District 1 No.
12260. You have not experienced any difficulty ? No.
.
12261. No inconvenience ? No.
12262. Have you read and do you thoroughly understand the Act? I have not read all the clauses of it.
12263. How are your funds invested ? In the Savings’Bank,
.
12264. To the credit of Trustees? Yes.
12265. Bearing interest ? Yes.
12266. Do your officers in the subordinate Lodges and District Lodges give guarantees of fidelity? Yes.
12267. Bonds, or from a guarantee office? Bonds.
•12268. As a matter of opinion, do you believe the present Act affords all the security and protection the
Society and members require ? Yes, I think so.
12269. Does your District hold any freehold or leasehold property ? No.
12270. Havo you had any demonstrations or picnics outside the general working ? We have had them.
■
12271. Have you lost money on them ? No.
12272. You did not run any risk then of losing the money of the Society ? No.
12273. Where do your subordinate Lodges meet ? One at the “ Hunter Diver Hotel,” another at the Junc
tion, Burwood, another at the “Travellers’Rest Hotel," Wallsend, another at the “Northumberland
Hotel,” Waratah, another at Adams Town, and another at Minmi.
12274. Do you think that it is desirable that Friendly Societies should meet at public-houses? We cannot
better ourselves.
•
12275. Is there no school or School of Arts where you could hold your meeting ? No, not always,
12276. Does it not offer a great temptation to men to drink in those public-houses ? No, I do not think so;
it might do so in some places, but I know in the Lodge I belong to I never see any members loitering about
either in entering the Lodge-room or leaving it.
12277. Where does the District meet? We move in rotation from one Lodge-room to another.
12278. Could you not often get a place like this (the Court-house) to meet in 1 We have never asked for
that.
,
12279. Has any proposal been made to remove their places of meeting from public-houses? We have no
other places to hold them in.
■
12280. But has there been any move made for that purpose? There has, where there have been places to
meet in. The Lodge at Waratali meets in the Northumberland Hall, belonging to a building society.
12281. Do you not think it would be better if they met away from the hotels? I believe it would if we
could get places to meet in.
12282. The moral influence would be better, you think? I think so ; but as I say it is not the same hero
as in Sydney ; we have not the conveniences here that they have in Sydney.
12283. Is there no place in Minmi, no hall or school-room ? There is a public school.
12284. Do you not think you could get the use of that ? I cannot say.
12285. Have you ever tried ? No.
12286. Have you anything further to add to your evidence ? No.
12287. You have nothing to suggest to the Commission that would be of service to them in case it was
necessary to recommend fresh legislation for Friendly Societies ? No.
12288. Mr. Langley.] Are the fees for initiation the same as in other places? Yes, you will find the
initiation scale on page 10 of the rules,' though there has been some slight amendment to it since these
rules were printed.
12289. Then the scale of initiation you handed in is not what you arc charging now? No, that would have
been altered but for the fact of the constitutional laws being under revision, and we are waiting until tiiat
revision is finished.
12290. Then that is not your scale, really? No,
12291. Do you initiate any persons at that scale ? No.
12292, How long is it since you ceased? About two years, I think. On account of the constitutional laws
being revised we got slips with the alteration of the initiation scale on them, and supplied them to tho
various Lodges to be pasted over that.
12293. Is your scale greater or less than this? Less than that, but it does not alter the fees to the older
ages.
12294. The President asked you a little while ago about the regalia, and you said the only tiling was a
banner. Do not all your subordinate Lodges provide themselves with regalia? Yes, but in the majority of
eases the member purcliases that out of his own private pocket.
12295. But there is a certain amount of Lodge regalia ? Yes, for the officers.
12296. May I ask if all members of your Lodge pay 6d, a week for Doctor and medicine? No.
12297. Suppose^ that there was no colliery Doctor, and that each member of your Lodges had to pay for
Doctor and medicine, what do you think would be a fair rate of contribution per week ? We could not get
a medical officer below the 6cL
12298. But take the total per week ? 15d.
12299. Tiiat is, in your opinion, the lowest that should be contributed ? That is the lowest we can do it
for.
12300. Mr. Slade.] Your 39th rule, page 11, says—“And neither he nor his representatives shall be
entitled to any benefits, sick pay, or any other sums insured on behalf of the members so offending until after
the expiration of three months from the date on which the member again brings himself into compliance.”
Is that rule carried out ? Yes.
12301. Then after a man has paid up everything is he refused all sorts of benefits for three months after
wards ? Yes, that is after a member has been unfinancial.
12302. Then after he has paid up he is still refused the benefits for three months? Yes,
12303. Have any of your members ever objected to that ? No.
12304.
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12304. Has it ever been tried in a Court of Law "whother you can support that law 1 Ho.
' *
*
12305. On page IS, tho Ifith Funeral Fund rule is as follows :—“That it be imperative on all members within jg jujy jggj,
3 nides of tho Lodge-room to attend the funeral of any deceased memljcr, or his wife, under a penalty of
’
not less than 2s, Gd.” Is that carried out ? Not now; that kw is rescinded with us. In some of our Lodges
it is earned out.
1230G. It is no longer penal then" if they do not attend 1 No.
12307. Mr. Ifowland.] Do you liave a medical examination of members’wives 1 Yes.
12308. I see that according to rule 35, maximum sick pay is to be 21s., and the minimum not less than 5s.?
.
Yes.

12309. Is it within the province of any Lodge to lower its sick pay at any time? No, only after the lapse
of some weeks.
12310. Then it is not left optional with the Lodges wliat their sick pay shall be so long as it does not exceed
21s. ? That is only in reference to the sliding scale.
12311. Then it is not optional with the Lodges ? Yes, there is only one Lodge in the district at 21s.
12312. "What do the others pay ? 20s,
12313. None less than 20s. ? No.
12314. I see on page 18 that you have authority to examine the books and accounts of every Lodge? Yes.
12315. Have you ever done so? I have not been required to do so.
12316. What salary do you receive ? £15 a year.
12317. Mr. Gelding.] You have had two or three questions asked you about rule 39. Is it not the case
as soon as a member brings himself into compliance he is entitled to the medical benefits? Yes.
.
12318. It is simply the sick pay and other donations he is deprived of for three months ? Yes.
12319. The reason why you did not alter your District rules, and amend this 3Sth rule especially, is that
the general rule shall be under consideration for two years? Yes.
12320. Could you explain to the Commission any reason why your average funds per head have gone back
5s. 2d. during the year ? Yes. It is on the Sick Fund that we have lost,
12321. As your members are getting older the average number on your sick funds continues to get greater
every year, does it not ? Well, I cannot say whether it is every year or not,
12322. But it is going that way is it not? It will lead to that.
12323. Have you studied these statistics of the Manchester Unity forthe past year? No I have not had the time.
12324. If I told you that in tbe mining districts the sickness is greater than in any other district what will
you say to tiiat ? I could not deny it.
12325, And do you think then, considering that, that Is. 3d, is enough to keep up these benefits ? I said no
before. I tbink it requires more to pay 20s. a rveek.
12326. Is it not a fact that there is very great competition among the Friendly Societies in this district ? Yes.
12327. Could you explain the competition that is going on at the present time? I do not think I need
explain much, but in the first place the first competition we have to work against is the colliery Societies,
because when a man joins the colliery lie has to join the Society, and we liave got that to compete against us.
12328. What do they jiay into these colliery Societies? 6d. per week.
12329. And what benefits do they get? 15s,, 10s., and 7s. Cd.
12330. And what in case of death? £20, the same as wo pay, and £12 10s. for a member’s wife. I am
speaking of the colliery I am about myself.
12331. Would you give us the name of the Secretary of that Society? Mr. George Jones, Glebe, Burwood,
Newcastle.
12332. Would you explain to tbe Commission any other great competition that is going on now with other
Friondly Societies? Yes, I can say that the Grand United Order lately competing against us.
12333. In what way 1 In the lowness of their initiations.
12334. What do they do? The way they do it is, in opening a Lodge they set apart so many nights and
initiate the members at a half-rate, and after a Lodge has been opened for six months perhaps application has
been made. I presume for leave for a certain number of nights more to initiate at this half-rate again.
12335. Is there any other Society docs that? I saw in the Morning Herald recently tiiat the Independent
Order is doing the same.
12336. Do they resort to the same system? Yes, tlie same system of half-rates of initiation fees.
12337. Does any other Society do it? Well I think they all do it, but these are all I know of.
12338. President] In the colliery Society you pay no initiation money into the fund? It is simply that
when you start to a day’s work you become a member of the Society on the first pay-day.
12339. And when you leave the colliery you leave your, money behind you? You can or you may continue
to be a member.
’
•
12340. Does your District Treasurer get pay ? Yes, two guineas a year.
‘
12341. How often are your books audited ? Every six months.
12342. Do you tliink that is sufficient to keep up the status of the Society and to see that nothing wrong is
going on? Yes, I think so,
12343. How many auditors have you ? Three.
12344. And do you publish the result every six months? Yes.
12345, And issue it to each of the Lodges? Yea
"
12346, Mr. Holdsworth.'] Has each of your collieries a Society connected with it? Yes.
12347. Could you supply us with the names of the Secretaries of each of these? No, I could not.
12348. Could you tell us where we could get them ? The way to get at them would be to address a letter to
tbe Secretary of that fund to each particular colliery.
12349. Do miiiers have any special risk ? Yes.
12350. Risks that other men have not ? Yes.
12351. Tiiat would account for the sickness being greater? Yes, of course.
12352. You might naturally look for greater sickness among miners than among the ordinary classes? Yea
they are subject to accidents.
12353. And they would require a larger contribution to meet that particular risk.

12354, You have been a long while in the mining districts ? Yes.
12355. Last year the sickness was above tlie general average? Yes, I tliink so, very much.
12356. Was there any great strike on last year ? No.
486—2 X

12357.
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Mr. J. Ecid, 12357. Do you think the demands on a Society are affected any way by a strike ? It would not do for me
-> to say tiiat.
"
.....—
J8 July, 1882, j2358. Do you think that being out of employment injuriously affects individual mcmbei's"of Societies?
We chiefly depend on our medical officer for that. .We do not pay sick money without we receive a medical
officer’s certificate.
.
12359. In reference to the increase of sickness last year, do you think that one or two years would be any
guide for a Society 1 No, I think it would not; it is scarcely right to take one single year for it, because it
might happen that we might have more sickness in one year than in another.
12360. You say that there is great competition among different Societies initiating at half-fees? Yes.
12361. They only pay the initiation fee once, I take it? That is all.
12362. Then the only real effect would be tbe loss of the interest of the money each year? Yes, but you
must remember on account of this low initiation scale there is an inducement for members to go to that
Society that perhaps might go to another.
12363. But do you tliink that this leads to a looseness in tlie introduction of members? 1 believe it does.
12364, And it is calculated to produce a certain amount of fraud and misstatements ? It is no fraud as
long as they are made aware of it.
12365. But would men make misstatements in reference to it? They have to be examined by a medical
officer.
.
12366. Can you say whether their contributions are higher, or as high, as yours? I cannot say.
12367. If they were higher, would that not compensate for the low initiation fee ? I do not think they are.
12368. Are any members of tlie Societies benefited by joining the Societies ? Yes.
12369. And would not anything which induces them to join these Societies be a sendee to the people ? Yes,
I suppose it would, looking at it in that light.
12370. Do you consider that people joining these Societies is an advantage to the State? Yes.
12371. Mr, Lcmgky,'] You have stated that the Independent Order of Oddfellows have been initiatin'; at
half-fees? Yes.
12372. Do you know that of your own knowledge? I saw it in the paper either Saturday or yesterday.
12373. Since you got your summons to attend hci-e ? Yes.
12374. Did you see it before ? No, though 1 have been told of it.
12375. President.'] Do all your members, prior to initiation, undergo a medical examination? Yes.
12376. Have many candidates been refused on account of being unsound in health? We have had some,
but I cannot say for other subordinate Lodges besides the one I belong to myself.
12377. And the wives of members also have to undergo an examination? Yes, before they are registered
they have to have a certificate from the medical officer,
12378. In case the wife’s health is not sound, what jwsition is the member in ? He is in the same position,
but his wife is not registered to the Duneral Fund, and where she is not registered we do not pay the
benefits should anytliing occur to her.
12379, Do many of your members belong to more than one Society ? Yes.
12380. Have you found many of the members shamming sickness in connection with the Societies in order
to get these payments ? I could not say that.
12381. But has it not come under the knowledge of the medical officer? No.
12382. It has not been reported to him at any time ? If it has it has not been reported to tho Lodge,
.
12383. Do you tliink it is wise that persons should be permitted to be members of more than one Lodge?
Well, I am a member belonging to the Manchester Unity, and, joining the colliery, I am compelled to join
a Society of the colliery. I might have been paying to the Manchester Unity for ten or twelve years, and
I do not think it would be reasonable or right for me to give up my membership simply because I might only
be six weeks in that colliery.
*
12384. But would not that be met by making it so that the sick pay should not exceed one guinea a week ?
The members would not like to pay to a Society without receiving the benefits.
12385. But you would be in no worse position. They would be paying tbe full amount of contribution into
both Societies, and not receive medical attendance from one? Yes, they liave to pay Gd. for a Sick and
Funeral Fund, and 6d. for a Doctor too.
12386. You do not favour then the view that the law should make provision that the members should not
be permitted to join more than one Society ? No.
1238/. Do you not think that it holds out the inducement for a great deal of fraud ? It might do so, but
I cannot say whether it has done so or not.
12388. Do you not think it would pay a member to bo able to get his three guineas a week, if lie is
ordinarily earning only 30s. or £2 ? It might bo an inducement, but I do not know of it being done.
12389. You received a return from us recently, asking you to furnish us some information? Yes.
12390. Did you understand the information required? Yes.
12391. Wliat is the occupation of most of the members of your Society? The majority belong to tbe mining
population.
’
‘
12392, And the risk to life and accident is greater than in other trades and callings? It is the general
opinion that both miners and mariners have a greater risk attached to them, simply on account of accident,
not of sickness.
'
12393. And you have paid in connection with your lodges a good deal more money on account of
sick pay than you would in other trades and callings ? J. cannot say that we have. I could not give
you the information, because I have never had anytliing to do with it: it is more for the subordinate
Lodges.
.
12394. Do you think a higher rate should be charged to these ocenpiations than to men following the ordi
nary occupations? Our Societies would not work so agreeably if that were adopted.
12395. You have nothing further to add to your evidence ? No.
12396. And nothing to suggest to the Commission? No.
:12397. About this demonstration on the 28th of May, 1881 ? Yes.
,12398. Do you have these every year? No.
! 12399. It showed a deficiency ? Yes.
f 12400. How was it made up ? From the surplus of a previous demonstration we had,
H 2401. Did the proceeds go to tho General Fund ? No, we* keep them separate.
12402
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12402. Tins shows there was <£1G some odd shillings to your credit^ But there is a deficiency of Mr. J. B«d.
£3 15s. 9d. to make up.
loTiififlfc.
12403. How will you make that up? Out of the next demonstration wc have. We lent it from the 18^
Management Bund, and will pay it buck next year.
12404. And you have tlie demonstration with tho general concurrence of the District 1 Yes.

Mr. .John Somerville, sworn and examined :—
Mr. J,
12405. President.] Wliat Society are you a member of 'l I am a member of two Societies.
Somerville,
12406. What are they t The Manchester Unity and the Order of Druids.
18JuJyTl8S2.
12407. How long liave you been a member of the Manchester Unity? About twenty-two years.
12408. Are you still a member ? Yes.
12409, And how long have you been a member of the Druids ? About seventeen years.
12410. Do you hold office in tho Manchester Unity ? Yes.
12411. What office ? In one of the Lodges I am Treasurer, and I am Grand Master in the District.
12412. What Lodge are you the Treasurer of ? Tlte Loyal Junction Lodge.
,
12413. What number of members have you in that Lodge ? Thirty-seven or thirty-eight.
12414. What amount of funds liave you to your credit in connection with the Lodge? In the Lodge alone
we have «£G17, that is, at the end of last quarter.
12415. Aud how old is that Lodge ? Twenty-four years.
12416. What would be the average ages of the members of that Lodge? I could not say,
12417. Are they young or old men? Partly both ; there are no very old men j I could not say what the
average age is.
12418, Do you know the amount of contributions received during last year? I could not say that.
12419. Could you tell me the amount of money paid on account of sick pay or funeral donations during the
year ? Ho.
12420. Has there been any defalcation in connection with your Lodge by any officer or member while you
have been a member ? No.
12421. What contributions do you pay ? Gd. a week to the Funeral. Pund, 2d. to the Management Fund,
Medical Fund Gd., and a penny to the Widow and Orphan Fund. Members who do not require the doctor do
not have to pay more than 9d.
12422. Do you approve of memhers being permitted to join more than one Society ? Oh yes. 12423. Do you not think it holds out an inducement for fraud? No, my experience shows me different.
'Those belonging to two Societies are not so suspicious as those belonging to only one.
12424. You do not think there is an inducement for a man earning 30s. or 40s. a week to draw his three
guineas if he belongs to three Societies ? No, the Doctors arc a safeguard against that.
12425. Have you found any sham sickness at all ? Not to any extent.
1242G. But you have found tlie Doctors deceived sometimes, have you not ? That I could not speak of.
12427. Do you favour the principle of a uniform contribution, in preference to a graduated scale contribu
tion ? No, that is one of the greatest errors we liave got—admitted old men at the same rate as young
men.
12428. Then you are in favour of a graduated scale ? Yes.
12429. Members paying in proportion to their ages ? Yes, the younger a man enters the Society the smaller
should be his contribution.
12430. Is there much competition in this town among Friendly Societies ? Yes, a great deal.
12431. Is it injurious, or has it worked to the general good of Societies? It has caused a great number of
the Societies to raise the amount of sick allowance above what the contributions will warrant. Tiiat is the
only bad effect I have seen.
12432. What do you think is a fair allowance for sick pay? I think 15s. a week, and £15 on the death
of a member, and £10 on the death of a member’s wife, is as much as our present contributions will warrant
us in paying.
12433. Is that what your Society pays ? No, we pay £1 a week.
12434. That is higher? Yes, higher than I would recommend.
12435. You think the contribution is insufficient to secure the payment of these amounts ? Yes.
12436. You are of opinion if that amount has to bo paid, a larger contribution should be paid ? Yes,
either tiiat, or there must he a smaller sick allowance.
12437. Are you an office-bearer in connection with the Druids? Yes.
12438. Wliat office do you hold ? Treasurer in one of the Lodges.
12439. "Wliat number of members have you ? Seventeen.
12440. Wliat funds have yon? £104 at the last balance, independent of our District Fund, That is, the
Lodge money is £104.
12441. Have you had a larger number of members? Yes.
12442. Many? Oh yes.
12443. How many more 1 Speaking from memory, I think we had at one time about 120.
12444. And that is reduced to seventeen? Yes, through the defalcations of the Secretary.
12445. Wliat was the nature of the defalcations? We could never find it out; he burnt the books and
destroyed the papers.
1244G. You have no idea of the amount of money ? No, we had nothing to trace it by.
12447. Did you take any action against him, by prosecuting him? We got a solicitor’s advice. He was a
defaulter in the municipality here.
12448. What was his name? George Tribe. We waited to see if they got a conviction; then when we
found they could not we dropped it.
12449. You do not know what the Society lost? We could not tell.
.
12450. Was it a large sum or a small sum ? My opinion is tiiat it was a good round sum. But it had
been going on some long time.
12451. Is there any other case of defalcation you know of ? No, not in connection with the Druids. We
liave a trifle, a hill in connection with tho District, that we expected was paid in England, and we find it is
not paid, hut it only amounts to a trifle.
12452.
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* Mr, J.
12452. Under £20 ? Yes.
Somerville,
xhat is the District Secretary, was it ?

■
,
,
,
Yes ; he has left the district, and we do not know where

18 July, 1882.
OORtributions do you pay into the Druids? Sixpence a week for Sick and .Funeral Fund, tlie
same as the Manchester U nity, ■
. ,
„
12455. And do you get the same benefits 1 No ; the sick benefit is only 15s. per week.
_
_
'
12456. I presume the claims for sick pay arising from accident are very large in connection with the
Societies ? They are large, hut not particularly so.
'
12457. Is your Society of Oddfellows composed principally of miners? A large majority of them are
’
miners, but there is a good number that would stand as miners in your hooks that are not miners now,
■
having gone into business throughout the district, but the great majority arc miners.
12458. And it is the same with the Druids ? Yes.
_
12459. From your experience, then, do you believe there is a larger risk in connection with the occupation
of a miner than with an ordinary tradesman ? It would be hard to tell that; I could not give an opinion
on it.
12460. Are they not more subject to accidents than other tradespeople? I could not say.
12461. You cannot speak of the mortality amongst miners? No, no further than I have seen returns from
other sources.
12462. During your long connection with Benefit Societies I presume you have read the briendly Societies
Act? Yes.
12463. And know its provisions ? Yes.
_
12464. Have you read its provisions? Yes; the great fault is to allow so largo a scale of benefits to1 he
paid out of so small a contribution.
^
12465. You think the amounts paid are too small to ensure these large payments for sick pay ? Yes.
12466. And do you believe the present Friendly Societies Act affords all the protection and shelter’that the
members of the various Societies have a light to expect? Well it is not properly administered.
12467. You believe the administration is defective? Yes; we have great experience of that in this district
at the present time.
_
.
12468. Have you anything further to add to your evidence already given, or have you any suggestions to
■ make that would be of service to the Commission ? No, I have no suggestions to make; I am perfectly
satisfied that amendments could be made in our general rules, but I do not.think they would be of benefit
in an Act of Parliament; my experience is that the Districts are too large, and that the Districts should he
left to work themselves.
12469. What is the position of the District Lodge of Druids? You will have to get the Secretaiy for that.
12470. Is it in a good position financially ? Yes.
12471. Who is the Secretary? Mr. Jones, check weighman of the Lambton Mining Company ; Ins address
is Mr. John Jones, Burwood, Newcastle.
12472. Jlfr. Langley.From your experience of the working of Friendly Societies would you advocate an
audit by a Government official annually ? No ; 1 would bo in favour of the present system of sending in
'
returns, but would compel the Societies to send them in regularly under a penalty.
12473. Would you have them attested or sworn to? They should come from the members, not a Govern
ment official.
.
'
12474. But would you have them officially attested? By whom?
12475. By the auditor’s or officer’s of tlte Lodge? They arc so now.
_
_
12476. Have you ever found in your connection with Friendly Societies that mistakes have been made in
the returns ? There are apt to be mistakes because they are too complicated.
.
12477. Then if tlte accounts are too complicated do you not think it would be a good thing for a Governnrent official, say once a year or two years, to examine the returns ? No ; it would be ait injury.
12478, In cases of disputes would you be in favour of the Board of Arbitration, or would you prefer tiiat
all cases should be dealt with by the Courts of Law ? After they have exhausted their own laws I think the
same as it is now would be the best.
.
12479. Would you prefer the Police Court rather than a Board of Arbitration as a final Court? Yes, after
they exhausted the laws, because it would cost less.
’
_
_
12480. But do you not think if there was a Board of Arbitration connected with the various Friendly
Societies and composed of members of each Society, that it would come cheaper than going to a Court of
Law? No, I think it would be cheaper done in tlie Courts of Law.
12481, Mr. JYewland.'J During your experience has it come under your notice that tlie Lodges have sus
pended their sick pay ? No, I have known it to he reduced, but not suspended.
_
_
12482. Reduced for any lengthened period? No, not to any great period of time tinder my observation.
12483. Has it been frequently reduced? No, I only know of two cases since I came to this District.
12484. What cases were they ? There was one twelve years ago, and there was the Druids when the defal
cations I spoke of took place.
_ _
12485. Have you ever heard of any defalcations hi any of the other Societies ? I have hoard of them, hut
liave not known of them in my own experience.
12486, Mr. Gelding.] You have been a good many years connected with the Grand Board of Management
of the Manchester Unity ? Fes.
_
12487. Do you not think after a member has exhausted (say) the Lodge District, and the highest tribunal
there is, he has got all the natural justice he can expect, and that he should not be allowed to go into a Court
of Law ? No, I have seen eases where I believed he did not receive justice.
12488. You believe then without a Board of Arbitration belonging to the Society, picked from the memhers
of various Districts, who can know nothing of the case personally, a member does not get justice from them ?
Not in all cases.
.
12489. You belong to the Junction Lodge, do you not? Yes,
12490. Are you aware whether a largo amount was paid during the past year for sick pay ? Yes.
12491. Do you know the amount 1 I. could not give it from memory.
12492. Was it £244 lls. 3d. 1 If that is in the report III vouch it is the case.
12493. You had 141 members good last December? Yes.
12494.
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12494. How comes it that the sum paid for sick pay happens to be so largo ? We had three cases of long
Mr' J- ‘
standing sickness, tiiat is one reason ; wc had an old man, a butcher here, who was laid up for about two ' 011ie‘'1 e'
years, and we had a larger amount of sickness last year than wc have had for a very considerable time.
ig juiy igg-r
12495. Have your members increased or decreased 1 Wc have gone back and forward ; we have been
'
higher than that; I think wc have been as high as 149.
1249G. What docs it cost to open a Druids’Lodge in this locality for regalia, and so oni I could not
answer that.
12497. Do you go in for economy 1 Yes.
,
■ _
1249S. Do you not tliink Lodge ofiicers could very well do without beards, scarves, and all this business?
Yes, it is a great drag on the Society ; I would go to the full extreme and have nothing whatever.
12499. 2Jresident.'] Have you anytliing further to add to your evidence? Ho.
12500. Docs your District contribute to the Sydney District or is any capitation made at ali to the Sydney
District? Ho, only to the Board of Management.
12501. What is tlie amount paid to them ? 1 could not give it from memory, but I think it is about Pd. a
year they pay per member.
12502. That is from the District to the Board of Management? Yes, I believe it is only Gd, now.
Mr. Richard Bailey sworn and examined :—
Mr.
12503. President.] Wliat Society are you a member of? 'The Ancient Order of Forester’s, Court Robin Hood,
R. Bailey.
No. 2487.
12504. Are you the Secretary ? I was up to the end of last quarter,,the 30th June, in this year.
IS Inly, 1SS2,
12505. How long had you held
' office 1 About eighteen months.
1250C. How long have you been a member of the Court? Something over two years ; three years, 1 believe.
12507. What number of members have you in that Court? 104 financial and unfinancial.
12508. When was the Court established ? On tlie 1st August, 1853.
12509. What amount of subscriptions do your members pay ? 1 s. a, week for subscription, and Is. a quarter
for superannuation.
12510. What are the benefits given by your Court? Sick benefits, =£1 a week for the first six months, 8s.
forthe second six months, and 5s. a week afterwards as long as tlie illness continues.
12511. What funeral donations do you pay ? On the death of any member who has been initiated twelve
months, and is financial, his widow, child, or relative, receives the sum of L20, as allowed by the District
Funeral Fund, and on the death of the wife of a member, who has been admitted twelve months and is
financial (provided she has been registered to the Funeral Fund), such member receives tho sum of .£15 if he
presents, if required, a certificate of his marriage or satisfactory proof thereof.
12512. What is the total value of the funds of your Court ? I think about .£1,200.
12513. That is the independent funds of the Court apart from the District? Yes, there is cash in the
Savings’Bank to the amount of .£1,124 IGs, 3d.; Court property, £30; and £25 owing by the regalia
trustees, making in all £1,179 16s. 3d,, that is till June the 30th of this year ; it is slightly more now.
12514. Is tho money invested to the credit of trustees? Yes.
12515. Do your ofiicers, Treasurer, aud Secretary give a bond? Tbe Treasurer gives a bond of £10, but
they do not require any bond from the Secretary.
1251G. Does the Secretary receive the moneys at the meetings ? Yes.
■
125] 7. And hands over the amount to the Treasurer at tiie close of the meeting? Yes.
12518. And does tlie Secretary give no bond ? They never require any from him.
12519. Have there been any defalcations in connection with tbe Society to your knowledge? Not that I am
aware of.
'
12520. What do you pay youT medical oflicer ? 30s. for each member per annum.
'
12521. That includes medicines? Yes.
12522. Do all the members participate in tlie medical benefits? Yes.
12523. There is no special registration fee? No; tlie shilling a week entitles them to all benefits unless in
the ease of country members, who only pay in 9d. a week, but get no medical benefit.
■
12524. Cam you toll me the total receipts from all sources for last year? £419 13s. 5d.
12525. Now can you tell me the expenditure for last year? £432 18s. Sd.
1252G. That makes a deficiency of about £13? Yes, but that includes an item which wo paid out of our
own funds for a funeral donation, and which we should have received from the District : this has to he
recouped.
12527. Then in this gross expenditure you do not include the funeral donations that havo boon paid by tlie
District ? We have only had one, and that has not been recouped yet
12528. That would leave you with a credit of £S ? Yes.
12529, Do you think that is sufficient, looking to the future and seeing that tho members are growing older?
1 think not.
12530. Do you think Is. a week is a sufficient contribution to provide tlie benefits that are promised? No,
the mistake is in paying the doctor so much, and the members have it in contemplation to get him to reduce
tlie amount or get another doctor.
12531. What has been tlie cost of the management of your Society? Tlie cost total for the last five years
has boon £160 Is. 5d., that is, £23 Gs. for 1877, £39 3s. for 1878, £35 lls. Gd. for 1879, £29 12s. 3d. for
1880, £32 8s. 8d. for 1881.
12532. Is there much money spent in your Court in connection with regalia and Lodge furniture ? Very
little ; there has been no money spent in this way for the last five years; the regalia was purchased eight or
nine years ago, and resold to the members.
12533. Do you favour the principle of a uniform contribution, or do you approve of a graduated contribution
of paying according to age? I think the uniform scale would be the best.
12534. You think it is more equal than a graduated scale? I fancy so.
12535. But is it fair as a matter of equity that a young man should pay the same ns an old man? I
imagine that one should try and help the other.
1253G. How do you deal 1146] matters of dispute between your members ? We have an arbitration committee
of twelve appointed, and they settle them.
12538.
12537. Do you approve of that rather than going to the Law Courts? I tliink so.
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i osao ri„ — —TOve 0[ ^]lu provisions of tlie Friendly Societies Act which provide that you can recover
12539, Have you had occasion to do it? No, but we have threatened them ; I believe it is a good principle.
12540. You have a quarterly audit in connection with your books ? Yes.
12541. How many auditors have you t Three as a rule.
12542. "Would you approve of a Government oflicer being appointed .to investigate (say) every year the books
and documents of each Society ? I think it would be a very good plan.
12543. All your members undergo a strict medical examination! Yes.
12544. And the wives of members ? No, not the members’ wives; but the member has to make a statement
giving the nature of the wife's last illness, and whether she is now suffering from any particular complaint.
12545. Do you publish in your balance-sheet the names of members who receive sick pay during the quarter!
Yes, and the amount they receive.
1254G. Have you been connected with any other Society besides this 1 No other Society.
12547. Do yon understand the Friendly Societies Act! I have never read it.
12548. Do you favour the principle of permitting persons to be membere of more than one Lodge! Yes, I
tliink so. I think a man should liave the right to be a member of as many Lodges as ho can pay into.
12549. And would vou give him the right to receive benefits from all these Societies! Yes.
12550.' You would not limit the amount he was to receive 1 I do not know; if he was a member of four or
five Societies, I think the amount should be limited.
12551. If it was not limited, would it not hold out an inducement to fraud! Well, it might in some cases.
12552. Do you pay your officers? Yes, the Secretary and Treasurer.
12553, And you know of no case of defalcation in connection with your Society! No.
12554. And you feel quite clear that the contributions arc not sufficient for the benefits that are paid ? I
think they are sufficient, only we pay the Doctor too much.
12555. Wliat is your Court principally composed of—miners, labourers, mechanics, or what? Wc have a
mixture of all sorts, hut have no miners, or only one ; they arc principally business men and farmers.
12550. Have you anything further to add? No, I do not think I could give you any further infonnation.
12557. Mr. Holdsworth.] I notice your contribution is equal to 13d. a week, which is 50s. 4d. a year! Yes.
1255S. That has to be divided into three parts! Yes.
12559. 18s. 9d, is set aside for sick pay! Yes.
12560. Does that meet your sick pay! We keep our funds all in one, and do not divide them,
12501. Then there is 37 s. 6d. and two-tliirds for all other expenses, out of which you pay 30s. for the Doctor!
Yes.
12502, Only leaving 7s. 6d. to pay forthe management and everything else? Yes.

Mr. David Beveridge sworn and examined:—
Mr.
12563. President.] What Society are you a member of ? Two, the Foresters and the Protestant
1). Beveridge, Alliance.
'------—^ 12564. How long have you been a member of the Foresters? Fourteen years.
18 July, 1882. 12565. What Court ? Court Friendship, No. 4,584.
12566. Do you hold any office ? Secretary.
12567. How long have you held that office ? Over ten years.
12568. What is the date on which the Lodge was founded ? 20th June, 1868.
12569. What is the number of members in the Lodge ? 111.
■
12570. Is that the largest number you have ever had ? Yes.
12571. Did you admit many members last year ? Yes.
12572. Did you lose many? Yes, we have lost a good many the last three years.
,
12573. What is the cause ? Non-payment of dues.
12574. Can you tell the Commission what the amount of contributions last year was ? £237 7s. 5d. to
the Sick and Funeral Fund.
12575. What to the Incidental Fund ? £54 5s. 4d.
"
12576. Now what has been the expenditure for the year ? £172 12s.
.
12577. What is the total value of the funds of the Court? £461 3s. 9d.
12578. What do you pay your medical oflicer ? We do not pay him through our Society,
1257D. You have no doctor ? Yes, we have a doctor, but he is paid through the colliery.
12580. Do all the members of your Lodge work in the colliery ? No, but they pay the same through the
Society,
.
■
12581. That is a considerable saving then to your Lodge ? Yes.
>
12582, Does that include the chemist as well as the doctor ? That includes chemist and all.
12583. Have there been any eases of defalcation in connection with your Society, as far as your Imowledge
goes? Not this many years.
.
12584. Do your Secretary and Treasurer receive some small payment? Yes.
12585. Do they furnish a bond or guarantee ? No.
12586. Neither the Treasurer nor Secretary ? No.
12587. Are the moneys invested in the names of Trustees ? Yes.
125S8. What is the nature of the investments ? It is in the Bank.
125S9, Bearing interest ? Bearing interest.
12590. Do you favour the principle of a man being a member of more than one Society ? I do; I con
sider that one Society is too little for a working man.
12591. Would you limit the number ? Yes, to two.
12592, I presume your Lodge settles matters of dispute, the same as efther Courts under the Foresters ?
Yes, by an Arbitration Committee.
12593. You pay a uniform contribution ? Yes,
12594. Do you approve of that principle, :? would you prefer a graduated scale? I have heard many
arguments on the subject, and it might su!':in certain localities to have a graduated scale, hut it would not
suit in all.
12595.
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Mr.
125!)5. And do you personally approve of it ? No, I do not.
!). Beveridge.
1259G. Do you hold any office in the Protestant Alliance ? I hold the secretaryship.
12597. AVhat Lodge is that? The Black Diamond, No. 19.
18 July, 1882.
12598. Dave you got many members ? Thirty-six now.
12599. Is that the largest number yon have ever had ? No.
12600. AVhat is the largest number you have had ? Eighty odd.
12601. What is the cause of the numbers being reduced so ? Non-payment of dues.
12602. Any defalcations amongst the members? No.
12603. Any defalcations in connection with the Lodge ? None whatever.
12601'. "What amount of funds have you got? About £37.
12605. And how old is the Society ? Nine years past.
12606. And it has only accumulated £37 ? Yes.
12607. Have they had large funds at their disposal ? "Yes ; it is through sickness.
1260S. "What amount have they paid last year for sick pay ? Somewhere over £100.
12609. Have they any of their members permanently on the Sick Eund ? Not at present.
12610. What arc the members of the Protestant Alliance Lodge principally composed of? Working
men who work in the colliery, and tradesmen.
12611. And the contributions paid by the members of the Protestant Alliance—what would they he ?
Is. a week, without the doctor.
12612. And yet the funds arc not equal to meet the amount of your outgoings? Well, a levy has been
put on to try and raise the funds of the Society ; they used, to pay 9d., but seeing that a certain amount
of sickness has fallen on that Lodge they have increased their contributions to a shilling a week for six
months.
12613. Ton do not regard the Society as being in a good financial position at the present time ? Not
that individual Lodge.
12614. What are the ages of the members in the Lodge? They vary from eighteen to forty-eight.
12615. Would you approve of a Government officer being appointed to inspect the books of the various
Friendly Societies ? t certainly would.
'
12616. Do you think it would afford greater security to the members ? It -would be more satisfactory to
the public and to the members.
12617. Do yon approve of the provisions of the present Friendly Societies Act, which provide that
members in arrears may be summoned for those arrears ? Tes, I do.
12618. Have you ever in connection with either of these Societies taken that step ? Not at the present
moment, hut I have instructions to do it.
>
12619. Li the Protestant Alliance Lodge ? Yes.
12620. Not in the Foresters? No,
12621. Do you publish in your quarterly returns the names of members who get sick pay and the amount
they receive ? Yes.
12622. You have paid a great deal of attention to the working of Friendly Societies ? Yes, 1 have.
12623. During your experience have you paid special attention to the present Friendly Societies Act? I
have,
”
12624. Have you found it in every respect sufficient for the good guidance and government of Friendly
Societies? 1 am satisfied with the Act if it wras carried out properly,
12625. Do yon think it has been administered properly ? As far as I knowT; it has been administered to
my satisfaction in anything I have been connected with it.
12626. Have you any suggestions to make to the Commission ? No.
12627. Nothing to suggest that may be of service in future legislation ? The only thing is, seeing the
increase of population in this district, that the Government ought to allow the Societies something
towards their expenses.
■
12628. You are of opinion that they are a blessing to the State ? Yes.
12629. And that it is the duty of the State to encourage the Societies ? To encourage the Societies.
12630. Do they encourage a spirit of thrift and saving amongst the working classes ? Yes, decidedly
fitey do.
1.2631. Mr, Smith.'} You are the only Court of the name Friendship existing in the Foresters under the
New South Wales district? Yes.
12632. Do you know of any other Court of Foresters existing by that name? Not in the New South
Wales District.
12633. If it went forth to the public that a Court of Forestry known as Court Friendship went insolvent
it would be untrue ? Yes ; there is another Order of Foresters not connected with the Sydney District,
which is termed the Koynl Foresters, and they may have taken the name Court Friendship.
12634. Mr. Newland.} What is your reason for saying you think you should be allowed the privilege of
joining more than one Society ? Well, if a working man has a large family, if he happens to get sick, a
guinea a week is not sufficient to keep his wife and family.
12635. Would it not be preferable to be allowed to double the benefits in one Society ? That lias been
tried, but it does not seem to work well.
■
12636. Has your Society ever suspended its sick pay at any time ? No, not the Foresters.
12637. Mr. Gelding.} You said the present Friendly Societies Act was quite competent to meet all the
necessaries connected with Friendly Societies at the present day ? Yes, 1 think so.
12638. Do you carry out the provisions of the Friendly Societies Act in conducting the business of your
two Lodges ? As far as I am concerned 1 do.
12639. Who pays your sick pay ? The Treasurer.
12640. Do not tbo Trustees do it ? No.
12641. Are you aware that there are clauses in the Act which say that the Trustees shall do all the work?
Our Registrar says the Secretary shall inform the Treasurer of the amount to pay.
12042. Do you not think that if the Act was made more simple it would be far better ? I think it is
simple enough to meet all requirements.
12643. Do you not think that clauses 43, 41, 45, and 46 should be amended, seeing that the Secretary and
Treasurer do this work, and not the Trustees ? Well, that might be altered, hut the Act gives a Society
power to make laws and by-laws to amend that.
12644.
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_
12644. And you tliink the Act is so perfect that it does not want altering ? 1 am quite satisfied with it,
D. Beveridge. nf1 i0Tlg as it is administered riglitly.
IsTnTMS9
Are these (prodncsi!) the general rules that govern all the branches of the Protestant
’
” Alliance in Australasia? Yes, it is one general code of rules.
12646. A.re you aware of any defalcations taking place in connection with the Grand Lodge of the
Protestant Alliance or any private Lodge ? No.
12647. You have nothing further to add to your evidence ? No.
The Commission then adjourned until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, 18th July.

TUESDAY, 18 JULY, 1882.

(Held at Newcastle.)
^rrsent:—

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.,

C.M.G.,- M.P.,

President.

JOHN GELDING-, Esq.,
JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLA.ND, Esq.,
P. E. HOLDSWOETH, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
TV. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr. Thomas New sworn and examined :—
Mr. y. New. 12648. Fm/tidmU] “What Society do you represent ? The Ancient Order of Eoresters, .
12649. What Court? Court Hunter.
■
IS July, 1882. 12600. What office do you hold ? Secretary.
12651. How long have you been a member of the Society ? Twenty-five years, hut not in Newcastle; in
Maitland and Newcastle.
■
12652. In the District ? Yes.
12653. You have held various offices ? Eight through—the whole of them.
12654. How many memhers have you iu your Court? 101; niuety-seveu financial, and four unfinancial.
12655. What amount of funds have you to your credit at the present time? £220 2s. 4d. last December.
12656. What was the amount of subscriptions received last year? £290 9s. 9d.
12657. What was the amount of expenditure for that year ? We have been belonging to the Sydney
District, and have had to pay our District levies ; the total expense for the five years amounts to : Sick
pay, £392 2s. 9d.; District levies, £225 13s. 3d.; working expenses, £90 15s. Sd,; and doctor and
medicine, £464 14s., or a total of £1,173 5s. 8d.
■
12658. What have been the total receipts during the five years from all sources ? £1,393 8s. 2d.
12659. What contributions do your members pay ? A shilling a week.
12660. A uniform coniTibution by all alike ? By all alike, except country members, who only pay 9d., as
they do not get the medical attendance or medicine.
.
12661. What do you pay the doctor and chemist? 6s. 6d, a quarter to the doctor, who finds his own
medicines.
12602. What arc the benefits ? A, guinea a week for six months, 10s. for the next six months, and then
6s. as long as the member lives.
12663. And the funeral donation, what is that? £20.
12664. And on the death of the wife ? £15.
12665. Do you think a shilling a week is sufficient to ensure all these benefits ? If you had a thousand
'
pounds in the Bank to start with it might be sufficient, but not as wc are; I think a guinea a week sick
pay is too much.
12666. You are clearly of opinion that it is insufficient to ensure these large benefits ? I think so; there
are two or three dragging on us for a long time, and they are tailing the money away.
'
.
12667. What would be the average ages of your members ? Well, I should think they would be thirtyeight or forty; there are a good many young members, but there are several old ones.
1206S. Have you had many members join during the last year ? Pour or five ; we had two proposed last
night.
•
12669. J)id many-leave last year ? I think three fell out for non-payment of dues.
12670. Have you had any defalcations in connection with any of the officers of your Court? None at all.
12071. Do your Secretary and Treasurer receive payment for their services? The Secretary does ; the
Treasurer receives 5s. a quarter.
12672, Do they give any bonds ? They have not done so yet, but we shall have to do so.
■
12673. Your leaving the District, was it your own act or that of the District ? Our own act.
12G74. What was the object of leaving the district? We should have done it some time ago, as we had
a Court at Armidale, and it is expensive bringing the members from there to Sydney.
12675. You regard the cost of going from this part of the district to Sydney as being very great ? Yes,
it has been very great; it has cost us £20 this last year.
12676. You arc not a member of any other Ericndiy Society ? No.
12677. A.nd never have been so ? No, never.
12678. Are you strongly in favour of a uniform contribution in preference to a graduated scale ? Yes.
126/9. Would you be m favour of a Government officer being appointed to inspect the books of the
various Societies or Lodges every year? I have nothing against id; but in country places like this so
many Secretaries are appointed that he would have a job to find out the particulars.
12680. Do you think it would do good ? If the Government had an annual return I think it w'ould do.
12681. You do not think it is desirable to have an officer going through the books ? I would not be
against it, only I thinly it would be difficult to get at the books : for sometimes you get a Secretary that
cannot manage the affairs ; if the Government got an annual return, like I send to the District every year,
they can see exactly how the Societies arc working,
12682. What is your Society chiefly composed of ? There arc a great many miners round the District,
and a great many mechanics.
12683.
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1^683. Are all your members or candidates subject to a medical examination before they are admitted ? Mr. T

Nsvr,

12684. And members’ -wives as well ? Tes.
18 July, 1882.
12685. Do you publish m the quarterly returns and balance-sheet a. list of names of members who have
Tocoe,n-n 6 H1Ck JSt ‘
’ °n 1:16 anilual balance-sheet we publish the amounts but not the names.
-UbSb. Do you approve of a person being permitted to be a member of more than one Society ? I would
it he were an honest man.
benefits^
^ y0Ur °Pin^0n ab0Ut ^ 1 alway3 un^crst:oocl tliat a member could not receive the
12688, But he can ? I do not think it is right,
12689. Do you think it holds out an inducement for fraud and deception ? I believe if a member is a
member of one Society it is sufficient.
12690. Do you find miners more subject to accident than other tradespeople ? Sometimes they are, and
hundred63
^ n0t ’ WG haTC agood nnml;ier of miners in our Society: probably forty-five out of tho
n oooo -fnAhas
been D10rc sickness amongst them than amongst the others ? Tes.
Tocoo 4rlS,?S PrmciPa iy |rom accident P Tes, but we are all subject to accident.
12693. J ou have road the Friendly Societies Act ? Tes.
if?9!4, A* a
Tnt y0U C0QBider the Act sufficient for all purposes—for the good govern.hoddb.SSitojS-toS^S^: if “SOei,!l5'
money fey
i ocqu w°U
in1the matlci; of investments0the Act is rather too restrictive ?
12696. Tour Lodge has no freehold property? No.
12697. Where do you meet ? The “ Huuter Eiver Hotel ”
Stai
m“‘ ""r I''0m 1
wean

^ g°

I think it is.

%M'o go to fto

l,”b'iC h“111,“," *" * Pllbl“ h”"“ ?

To» • ^

' ?e;e 18 noihin? fui'tlier y°u would like to add to your evidence ? Ho, 1 think not
lo-oo w
n° ™p^Ts J'011 W0,lId like to make ? Ho, I do not know of anvthing.
Io^oo Tr0U lrulithe, nLOrrSe was ,nsf ituted when ? On 10th ,1 uuc, 1876.
'
JfAf'. P '
Havc y°u ^cn m connection with Friendly Societies other than in the mining
districts r les, eighteen years in Maitland.
5
°' "d™“ !,er0 ,rom ol,wr I,k“* ?

Wo lure tad

there have been Occidents tappening
ste S.L 'Vel’’1 wa8 foor Ie*r* ” M*ia“d' w“^ “"O'"d w,! p»d
™.?°h4entog.°“’”ey P“d £°' “dae"*’ " C*,W *ick W f

To., but you cam.ot all it »y ™ore ,icfc

The examination of Mr. David Beveridge was resumed
SysSUSinS” “”aen""”‘i J<>U
giT" S0,”' in,I’0t‘,',,,t eviden“ Wi,h re!‘n,mo t0
Mr. D.
Beveridge.
!2709. Are you a member of any of the Colliery Societies ? Tes.
_________
Asotin any way whatever.Acd(hnt Fund’Wflll£Cnd Pit: but ii: d°c3 not come under the Friendly Societies 18 ™y. 1882.
dt is ““PV
Accident Society ? Tes, that is all.
12712. For the employes in the pit? Tes.
a ww
thJ7’ pay ? There are 110 fixcd amounts—it is according to call.
Js ls,' or AloJa3 S attl°Unt USMlly C°me t0 Weekly ? Tt eomes ^times to 6d, and will go as high
wolkforA!;^ mot0lisargeSt am°Unt8
12717' lA!
Jo as much a38lSin land

^ “ Cl0Ct0r being 0CCUPied in lhe “IHe^ we have no necessity

o-llCn ifc is aIm0Bt a Society outside the other Societies ?

gojuto

20s. a

they gAA-C0Dfeti°U With the Aceident Pund ? They have no funds.
y *a*nh''aoa * Yea> every fortn^t tbey «cli pay the call; there might

f1o2provide0atnyydSo?6 ^ d0Ct01‘?
1 ovio

t;0"'"rds assistin^ any of tbe cmployfts in the pit ?

Tes

””"gat -V0"I'd,“ ?

yc*',ln<1 ‘m

’'h0 "re

M

12721 And do the whole of the employes contribute towards this fund ? Tes ; there might be one or two
reV99tl°AI1Sj ° A6 rU e’ bufc takinS lfc generally the majority of them do pay.
6
Jf moneytreAred!7
,S
* C!l11 iS ^ ? TeS’ "
“ W-utod to see the amount
12723. Have they rules ? Yes.
12724. Printed rules ? Tes.
12725. Will you send us a copy ? Tes, with pleasure.
SrA Th?n d0 tlie Tnbo,;S of tbe Sick aild Accident Fund who happen to be members of Friendly
fa so receive the sick pay from them and this money ? Yes.
y
the Pf,P!j!etary 0cttbisoC0!kcry subsidize the Sick and Aceident Fund ? Ho.
12/28. Do they subsidize the Sick Societies? Ho.
■
voX ThTibey,d° n0t; in a,)y way contribute ? Ho, not in any way.
12791
«
do1?otJn any wny encourage tbe habits of tbe men by giving them some subsidy ? No
loitoo > \ ?y aPP,ieatl0n or aPPeal ever been made to them ? Tes.
‘
12732. And they have refused ? Tes, several times.
12733
486—2 T

*
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Mr. D,
Beveridge.
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12733. Then I understand you have also a fund fur providing medical attendance and chemist?

Tea,

alone.

ISJulyTlSSS- 12734. Apart from the Sick and Accident Inind ? Yes.
12735. The proprietors do not contribute towards that fund ? So.
■
_
12736. It is simply sustained by the members themselves ? Tes,
12737. Are there a good many accidents occurring in connection with the occupation of a miner ? Yes.
12738. Some of these resulting in death ? There have been three deaths during the past three weeks
through accident.
'
...
12739. And you say an appeal has boon made to the proprietary, and they have never shown any disposition
towards assisting the miners ? To, they have not.
.
_
12740. And what is the condition of the funds of these different Societies—are they in a healthy state ?
As far as I am concerned they might be down this fortnight and up the next; it is the call that puts
them up.
_
12741. I presume the majority of miners belong to some Society or other ? Yes, all the miners very
nearly belong to one Society or another.
■
_
12742, Are a large proportion married men with families? The biggest proportion of them are married
men with families; there might be one Third young men.
_
_
12743, In connection with this accident fund you speak of, have there been any defalcations at anytime?
No.
12744. If there is any balance of funds, how are they invested ? They do not keep any; they only keep
a certain amount in the hands of the Treasurer to go for change and so on during the fortnight. They
do not keep any funds in hand the same as a Friendly Society.
12745. They have no fund except the amount of the call ? That is all.
12746. If there are several accidents they have to make a large call ? Yes.
12747. Is that the principle that governs the whole of these collieries ? All except one.
12748. Which is that? The A. A. Co.’s.
12749. What do they do ? They havc a Sick and Accident Fund.
12750. You are not a> member of that ? No, each colliery has a separate rule for itself.
_
12751. I suppose these Societies work in connection with the Trades Protection portion of your Society ?
No.
...
'
12752. Then a strike would not affect it ? Not one iota.
12753. Then must an accident happen to him when engaged iu a particular work in order that he may
receive the benefits ? Yes.
■
12754. If he fell off the coach between Wallsend and Newcastle would he be paid ? No.
12755. But if he met with an accident in the pit he would be entitled to be paid from this fund ? Yes.
12756. So it is entirely restricted to the colliery operatives alone ?
Yes. I should like to say (hat
Societies composed of working-men such as those in a colliery cannot be carried on the same as those in
a township, as a man in business may be able to look after his business to some extent even if he is sick,
but a working-man when he is sick cannot go and earn a day’s bring, but has to throw himself on the
■Society,thus causing the expenses of a working-man’s Society to be heavier than those of Societies iu a
township.
12757, All the members of your Society are working-men ? Yes.
12758. And not like those in the city ? Just so.

Mr. Henry Eushton sworn and examined:—
Mr.
12759. President.'] What Society do you belong to?
B. Rushton.

The Sons of Temperance.
12760. The Grand Division or a subordinate Division ? Both.
What office do you hold iu the Grand Division ? Grand Worthy Patriarch.
18 July, 1882. 12761.
12762. Are you Grand Worthy Patriarch of the Grand Division here? At the present time.
12763. That is No. 2 ? No. 2 Grand Division, Hunter Eiver,
12/64. What office do you hold in the subordinate Division ? None at present.
12765. How long have you been connected with the Sons of Temperance ? About sixteen years.
12766. What number of members havc you under the Grand Division ? I could not say at present; Mr.
Asher, our Grand Scribe, will be able to give you that information.
12767. And the benefits you cannot tell? He has all that prepared for you, I believe.
12768. Has there been some secession of the Grand Division by one of your Lodges ? Yes.
12769. Do you know all the circumstances connected with that? Most of them. I visited the Lodge
once or twice in connection with the matter.
_
12770. Were not some funds applied for some purposes of law expenses? After the secession took place
we found that they had paid their costs out of the funds of the Division.
12771. And how were the funds paid on the other side ? They were paid by the National Division in
Sydney,
12772. What number of members seceded ? About thirty, I think,
12773. What was the cause of the secession ? Objecting to some action of the National Division in
Sydney—that was the reason they stated; it was in regard to some levies which they said were illegal.
12774. As far as you know, what is the general character and position of the Sons of Temperance in your
jurisdiction ? Generali)’ speaking, with the exception of one or two, I think they are in a very fair and
prosperous condition; the worst of them is the Star of the West Division at Wallsend; I mean financially
when I say that.
12775. But financially, all the other Divisions you consider in a good position ? Yes.
12776. Are you increasing in numbers ? Yes.
12777. Through your District ? Through our District.
12778. Have you lost many members during the last year ? Not within the last year, but a few years
ago we lost a few, but we are making that number up now.
.
12779. You are not in a position to tell the Commission what has been paid on account of sick pay ?
Not through the Grand Division.
12780. Can you tell in connection with your own Division ? Yes; for the five years the sick pay was
£408 4s. 7d.
12781.
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12781. What was paid on account of funeral donations during that time? £90.
Mr.
12782. Can you toil what flic total expenditure was for the five years ? ]STo, I do not think I can, but
Ruehton.
these returns have been furnished to the Commission if 1 mistake not. The total amount received for sick
and funeral donation in five years has been £606 Cs, 9d., and the total expenditure £708 Gs. 7d.
18 any. 893.
12783. That is the Division you say is not in a good financial position ? Yes.
12784. What have you to the credit of that Division ? About £40.
12785. And how many members ? Sixty-nine.
12786. Have you had any defalcations in connection with any of your officers? No, none that I
know of.
12787. What contributions do your members pay ? 71 d, a week.
.
12788. "What benefits do they get for that ? 15s. a week.
12789. And medical attendance ? Yes; but tbe doctor is paid through the colliery ; every person working
at the colliery has 6d. a week stopped from his wages, so the doctor is paid in that way ; the memhers
of the Division pay 7-£d. a week.
.
12790. Who makes the payment to the medical man ? The proprietor of the colliery—it is left in the
Bank, and is paid to the credit of the doctor.
12791. Then do all your members work in tbe pits ? Nearly all of them.
12792. But those who are not working in the pits, how do they get medical attention ? They pay the
doctor through the Division.
12793. That makes about Is. Tkt, a week, including the Gd. ? Yes.
12794. Do you think that is enough ? No, I do not.
12795. You do not think tho contributions are sufficient to ensure all the benefits ? No, I do not,
especially iu a mining district.
1279G. You regard mining as a risky occupation? Yes;
12797. As tbe employes are more subject to accident than other people ? Yes.
12798. That has been your experience ? Yes, and I have been twelve years in a coal-mining township,
12799. Otherwise they are a healthy body of men ? Yes, but they are more liable to accident; a person
may be sick in a country place and recover in a few weeks, but a man meeting with an aceident in a pit is
thrown on the Lodge for five, six, or eight months, as tho case may he.
12800. Has your Lodge taken any steps to raise the contribution ? We raised them to try and enable us
to pay £1 a week, and we went hack again and lowered the contribution, finding it impossible to do it—
that is to pay tbe £1 a week—on account of tbe number of accidents some of our members bad met with.
12801. What would be the average ages of your members ? About thirty-five years in our Lodge at
Wallsend, as we have a large number of old men ; in fact I think I must be mistaken in saying that; I
would I think be wrong in saying forty.
12S02. But you are not able to give the Commission the particulars of the matters in dispute between
you and the Division I referred to ? You could get the particulars more fully from the Secretary to the
Grand Division.
12803. Has there been much competition amongst the TViendly Societies here? A great deal in the
mining townships.
12804. What has been the nature of that competition ? Lowering the fees for a certain time.
12805. Has that had a good or bad influence on the Societies ? I could hardly say what the result has been.
1280G. They have not lowered tbe contribution fees ? Yes.
12807. But not the contributions ? No.
12808. You have nothing further to say ? No.
.
12809. Can you give us any information in connection with the Sick and Accident Bunds in connection
with the collieries, how they are sustained, and how they are worked ?
There is a Society formed by the
miners amongst themselves; the fund which they havc established is not for any person who mav fall sick,
hut for those who may meet with an accident in the pit or about the pit. They are generally allowed £1
per week, and the contributions to meet- the funds are regular, according to the number of accidents
that occur ; some weeks it may be 3d., some Gd., some 9d., and some Is., and sometimes even 2s.; accord
ing to tbe number of accidents, they meet tbe demand by making a levy upon tbe whole of the members
of tbe fund. In case of a death through an accident, a levy of Is. Gd. upon full members, and 9d. upon
half members is made; and the amount thus raised is paid to the widow or relatives of the deceased.
12810. That is by a call ? Yes ; the night previous to the pay the committee of management meets and
reckons up what their expenses will be, wheu they make a levy ou each member, and directly the man
receives his pay ho goes to the Secretary and pays his contribution.
3281.1, Is there not another Society in connection with the pits which provides medical attendance and
chemist? No, only tbe one I refer to where tbe Gd. per week is stopped from them.
.12832. It is compulsory ? It is compulsory ; they never receive that Gd., but it is kept from their pay
and paid to the doctor and chemist after their usual pay is paid.

.

.

Mr. Alfred Asher sworn and examined:—

12813. President^ What Society do you represent ? Tho Sons of Temperance.
12814. What office do you hold ? Grand Scribe.
A. Asher.
12815. How long have you held that office ? About four years.
1281G. And how long have you been connected with the Sons of Temperance ? 1 think about fifteen ]g
years.
12817. Have you had any other connection with any other IViendly Society ? None.
12818. What is tho total number of members in connection with your Grand Division ? 475.
12319. What would he the total funds of these Divisions? £3,293 8s, 9d.
12820. How are these funds invested ? I have no idea,.
12821. 'The Trustees ? Oh yes, every Lodge has its Trustees.
■32822. Can you tell what has been the total expenditure for the last, five years ? £4,733 13s. 8d.
■
12823. What has been the total income for the five years? I can only give an estimate of that, because
■there are one or two Lodges which have not sent in complete returns, and of course the estimate for
expenses is the same. There has been an income of about £6,000.
‘
12824.
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12824. What are the contributions paid by memberstinder your jurisdiction ? Well, each Division
makes its own by-laws, and they charge whatever contributions they like. In most cases X think it is 6d,

18 July, 1882 12825. Does that include medical attendance? No, that is always charged separately. In the Lodge to
which I belong we pay Gs. Gd. a quarter in advance to tho doctor.
■
12826, That is in addition to the 6d. a week ? Tes.
12827. Do you think that is sufficient ? 1 do not think it is. Of course I am speaking now from my
own experience of iny own Division.
12828. What benefits do you give for this contribution ? £1 a week sick pay for the first six months,
then 15s. for the next three months.
■
12829. And a funeral donation ? Tes; but we have a general Funeral Fund for the whole Order.
12830. To which you pay a capitation allowance ? Tes; it has been Is., but 1 think it is now Is. Gd. per

.

member per quarter.
_
12831. That ensures your funeral donations being paid ? Tes, that is it.
12832. Can you tell tbo amounts paid separately for funeral donations and sick pay during the five
years?
It was £1,517 14s. lid.; the medical, £1,326 12s.; exclusive of doctor and benefits,
£1,836 6s. 9d.
...
.
,
12833, Does that include the cost of management ? Tes, everything is included in tliat.
12834. Docs your Grand Division pay its officers ? Tes.
12835. Do your subordinate Divisions pay their officers ? Tho two Secretaries in most cases are paid.
12836. Do they furnish a bond of fidelity ? I do not think so.
12837. Do they in connection with the Grand Lodge ? No.
12838. Do the Trustees give any guarantee ? No.
_
_ _ _
12839. Have you had any defalcations in counection with any of your subordinate or Grand Divisions?
No, I do not think so; l‘ do not know of any iu my position as Grand Scribe, but as a member of my
own Lodge I think I could say there havc been.
12840. What has been tho extent or nature of them?
This Lodge to which I belong severed its
connection with the Grand Lodge of which I am an officer. Those who wore members of tbo Grand
Division wished to remain members of the Order, and reorganized the Division and elected fresh
Trustees, and had them registered, and the old Trustees entered an action in the District Court against
them, and paid the expenses of the lawsuit out of the funds.
12841. Tou regard that as a misappropriation ? I do.
12842. Not a defalcation? No, a misappropriation.
_
12843. Was there any protest against tho money being applied to pay these expenses ? No, simply
because it was done while they were severed from us; we subsequently amalgamated again, and there was
a committee appointed to go through both sides’ accounts, and it was found that they had paid certain
moneys for this lawsuit.
12844. How were the expenses paid on your side ?. By the head of the Order—the National Division,
12845. Do you know wffiat the amount was ? Nine or ten guineas.
'
12846. What was paid by the National Division ? £3G.
_
12847, They have amalgamated again you say ? Tes, but they have not acknowledged the Grand Division
by sending in returns.
12848. What number of members have you ? About ninety.
12849. Are they all disaffected in this way ? No.
12850. Only a small portion ? Tes.
12851. Tou do not know of any defalcations in connection with any of the Lodges or Divisions? No, I
do not.
12852. How have the Divisions under your jurisdiction been generally managed ? Of course there is a
set of officers appointed for the half-year, consisting of the Worthy Patriarch, Deputy Secretary,
Financial Secretary, Treasurer, Chaplain, and Doctor.
12853. Do you consider the management good ? I think so—yes. >Of course I have no experience of the
management or working of any other Friendly Societies, so I cannot compare them.
12854. Do all your memhers undergo a medical examination prior to admission to the Lodge ? Tes.
12855. What are most of your members—what are their occupations chiefly? They vary according to the
locality in which the Lodges are situated. In Newcastle they would be a little of everything ; at Waratah
they would be principally labourers, with a few miners; at Wallsend they would be very nearly all miners;
and as you go up the country they would be agricultural labourers,
12856. Has there been any proposal made to increase the weekly contributions ? Not that I am aware of.
12857. Do you think that the weekly contributions should be on a graduated scale or of a uniform
character ? I am in favour of a uniform scale.
’ 12858. Do you approve of the conditions—conditions contained iu the Friendly Societies Act—empowering
the officers of Societies to recover arrears of contributions from their members? 1 certainly do.
12859. Have any of your Divisions taken action against your members? None that I know of. Tho
Division to which I belong passed a resolution once to do so, but I think the officers were afraid to carry
it out,
4
12860. Do you approve of matters of dispute being settled in your Lodge, or by the higher Courts of
your Order, rather than go to Courts of Law ? I do.
12861. Do you favour an Arbitration Board to deal with matters of dispute ? Tes, I do.
12862, And their decisions to be final ? Tes. .
12863. Would you favour a Government Inspector to bo appointed to go and investigate the books? I
would, most decidedly.
12864. How often are the accounts of your Lodges audited ? Every quarter, I think.
12865. Is there anything in connection with this secession you would like to state to the Commission
beyond what you have stated ? I do not think so.
12866. What would be the average ages of members under your jurisdiction ? lam sure I could not say—
I have no idea.
12867. Have any of the funds been invested in any other way than in the Banks ? Not that I am aware of.
12868. There is no freehold property ? Tes, at Singleton and Baymond Terrace.
12869. Is that the property of these Lodges? Tes.
12870.
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Mr.
12870. Is that included in the amount you speak of ? Tes. _ _
A. Asher.
12871. "Where do most of the Divisions meet under your jurisdiction? Tot in public-houses, generally in
ISJuiy^ma.
schoolrooms or halls.
12872. Where do they meet ? Newcastle, in Die Congregational schoolroom ; Waratah, in the Northum
berland Hall; Wallsend, in the School of Arts; West Maitland, in the Masonic Hall; East Maitland,
in the Temperance Hall; Morpelh, I don't know; Singleton, in the Temperance Hall; Tam worth
Division, in the School of Arts ; liaymond Terrace, iu tho Temperance Hall.
12873. Havc you increased in number during the Inst year? So.
1287I1. Has there been a falling off in numbers ? Tes.
12875. Many ? There is a falling off of nearly 200 iu live years.
12876. Have you got last year’s and the year before ? Tes.
12877. What was the number in 1880? 517.
12878. And what in 1881 ? 388; but then of course there are two Dodges whose returns I have not
got; 1 think they have about 100 members, making a total of 488.
12879. You have no later dale than that? No.
_
12880, But there has been a falling off of upwards of 200 in the five years?
Yes.
12881. Have there been many joining vour "Divisions during the lust four months? Tes, in some of the
Lodges ; the falling off is caused principally by Divisions that are broken up.
12882. Dissolved ? Yes.
12883. What has been the cause of their dissolution ? Want of interest.
12884. Not want of funds ? No.
12885. There has always been sufficient funds ? Yes.
12886. What has become of their memhers ? They have divided the funds and gone out of the Order.
12887. That has arisen from want of interest? Ves ; in most cases the Divisions are in sparsely occupied
localities, and the members living a long distance away are unable to attend their Division meetings.
12888. Have you anything further to add to your evidence ? No.
12889. No suggestions to make to the Commission ? No.
12890. Mr. H.ohlmorth.'] Did not cue or two of your Divisions break up and divide targe funds? Yes.
12891. Did not one divide a very large amount recently ? Not to my knowledge.
*
The Commission then adjourned till 9'30 a.m. on Wednesday, the 19th July, 1882.

WEDNESDAY, 19 JULY, 1882.

(Held at Newcastle.)
present:—

JOHN HAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P., Pkesident.
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq ,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. R. HOLDSWOETH, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.

Mr. Edward Ciaridge sworn and examined :—
Mr.
12892. President^ What Society do you represent ? The Grand United Order of Oddfellows.
ii. Ciaridge.
12893, Have you brought a copy of your rules with you ? Yes {produced).
12894. What office do you hold ? 1 am Treasurer of the Honeysuckle Lodge.
19 July, 1882.
12895. How long have you held that office ? About twelve years.
12896. How many members have you ? We have 202, of whom about forty' are unfiuaucial.
12897. When was the Society instituted ? August 6,1868.
12898. What amount of money have you to your credit ? £755 9s. Gd.
12899. What amount of contributions do your members pay ? Is. lid. a week, if they pay to the
doctor ; if not, only 7 id. a week.
12900. Are there many of your members who only pay 7Id. a week? No, not many.
12901. Then the majority of members pay 131d. a, week ? Yes.
_
12902, Tlie members that only pay 7id. a week who arc members of your Society arcalsomembers of
some other Society, where they get medical benefils ? No, they mostly live out ot the district, aud some
of them object to the doctor because they do not Pko him, and for frivolous things like that,
12903. What wras the total amount paid last.year for sick benefits? £136 18s, 4d.
12904. And what did you pay on account of medical benefits ? £163 7s. Gd.
^
12905. "What was the total expenditure for last year ? £32 19s. 5d., exclusive of what Ihave already
given you.
.
12906. Your District pays the amount of the funeral donation ? Yes.
12907. That is not charged against you ? No.
12908. Can you tell us now what the total amount of income was for last year ? £456 0s. Id,
12909. What was the total expenditure ? £416 3s, 6d.
12910, That leaves a profit of about £40 ? Yes.
_
12911. What has been tlie total amount paid on account of sick pay and other benefits for five years ?
£442 5s. 4d. on account of sick allowance; then medical benefits, £62113s. 9d.; and working expenses,
£136 7s. lid.
...
12912. Do you know what was paid on account of funeral donations during tho five years? We have
lost four members, three wives, and two children, making a total of £127,
12913. That was paid by the District ? Paid by tho District.
_
_
12914. What were the total receipts for the live years from all sources ? I have not got that information
with me.
12915. What benefits do you give? £laweek for the first six months, 15s. a week for the next six
months, and 6s. for the next twelve months.
12916.
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Mr.
12916. What amount of funeral donation do you give? According to a graduated scale.
Ciaridge. J2917 What is the highest amount ? £30.
T i
laae 12918. How long has a man to be a member to get that ?
Ten years.
'
July, 1882. 129lg
What do you give in case of the death of a wife ? £10; and if five years a member, £15 ; and
if ten years, £20.
12920. Do you think 13id. is sufficient to ensure all these payments ? Yes.
12921. Do you consider your Society in a good financial position ? Yes.
12922. And able to meet its financial obligations ? Yes.
12923. And 13fd. is quite sufficient to ensure these payments? Yes.
12924. Have you had any defalcations by officers or members of your Society ? Wo had a little at first
starting; we were in difficulties, and we had one member who did away with a trifle; hut it was
under £5.
12925. Did he make it good ? Wo, he absconded.
12926. How long ago is that ? Thirteen years ago; at the formation of the Lodge.
12927. That is the only case you know of? Yes, that is the only case we know of.
12928. Your members pay a uniform contribution ? Yes.
12929. Do you favour that principle rather than a graduated scale of payments ? Tes ; wo have always
found it work very well.
12930. And you.are personally in favour of it ? I am personally in favour of it.
12931. You settle your matters of dispute in tlie same way as other Lodges of the Order? Yes.
12932. Do you favour the principle of allowing a Lodge to take members in arrears into a Court of law ?
We have never done it; we do not care about using tbe power, as we think it is against the spirit of our
institution. If a member is not able to pay his contribution the other members sometimes endeavour to
make it up for him, and sometimes let him run out.
12933. Then you disapprove of the principle ? Myself I do. and the Lodge does too.
12934. You do not favour the principle of going to the Courts ? Kb.
12935. How long has a member to be in arrears before becoming unfinancial and not entitled to sick
pay ? In fourteen weeks he becomes unfinancial, and is then a month before he is good on the books
again or entitled to benefits.
12936. What would be the average ages of your members ? They are nearly all young members ; tlie
oldest is about fifty.
12937. Are there many at that age ? No, only one or two.
•
12938. Have you increased your number of members during the last year ? Yes.
12939. Have you lost many members during tbe year r No, not many.
12940. Have you made a larger number than those who have retired ? Yes.
12941. And they are principally young men ? All young men.
12942. You have quarterly audits of your receipts and expenditure? Yes.
12943. Are competent persons chosen to make the investigation ? Yes, as competent as we can get in
our own Order.
12944, Would you approve of tho Government appointing an officer to go round v isiting all tbe Lodges
and inspecting tbe books and accounts ? That is according to whom tlie expense would fall upon; if the
Lodges or Districts had to bear the expense it would come too heavy; but if this officer was to be paid
by tbe Government it would be very desirable
12945. Is the cost of management of these Societies and of keeping and sustaining all tbe different
Courts very expensive ? Not very.
12946. The management and government of friendly Societies is not very expensive ? Not very.
12947. What do you mean by “ not very” p Wc keep within strict limits, and most of the officers do tbo
work almost gratuitously.
12948. Do you pay your Secretary ? Yes.
12949. And Treasurer? Well,'he gets a nominal sum.
12950. What do you give your Secretary ? We have increased our members now, and have raised the
salary to £20 a year; in previous years it was much less; before last quarter he did not get above £3 a
quarter.
12951. Docs he give a bond ? Yes.
12952, The Treasurer the same ? Yes.
12953. How many Trustees have you ? Two.
12954. Are the moneys invested in their joint names ? Yes.
12955. for the Society ? for the Society.
12956. You have no freehold property ? No.
12957. All your assets are in money ? Yes, iu the Government Savings’ Bank.
12958. Do all your members undergo a medical examination? Yes.
12959. And thoir wives as well? Yes.
12960. And their children ? No.
12961, You register tbe children to the funeral fund ? Yes.
12962. What do members pay who desire to register their children? A shilling.
12963. Is that all that is required ? Yes.
12964, What amount do you pay in case of their death? If tbe member lias belonged to tbe Order for
not less than six months, £1; if over twelve months, £2,
12965. Do you think then that with all these benefits you speak of ]?d-d. is sufficient? Yes, I am quite
sure of it, because every fund has increased.
12966. The members are daily getting older ? Yes.
12967. And you are sure that the payments are sufficient for the next twenty years ? No ; I say for
what I have experienced ; I cannot say for the next twenty years. I do not think it would do for the
future ; it makes us rich on account of having so many young men.
12968, But they will get old ? Yes; and unless they keep adding young members I do not think it
would be sufficient.
12969. Have you insured your life in any Insurance Office ? No.
12970. Have you any idea what you would have to pay over this amount of IS^d. a week? Yes, I
think so,
*
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12971. What do you think it could be done for ? I am sure I could not say.
M*;
12972. Could you do it for Gd. a week ? Jv'o, I do not think they could.
E. Ciaridge.
12978. What is your Society principally composed of—miners or tradesmen ? Tradesmen and labourers ;
■we have only about a dozen miners in our Lodge.
u^
'
12974. Who is the medical officer ? Dr. Knaggs.
12975. How long has he been the medical officer? About eight years.
1297G. How much do you pay him ? Sixpence per member per week. That covers everything.
12977. That is 26s. a year ? Yes.
*
12978. What radius does he embrace in visiting your members ? 2 miles.
12979. 2 miles from town or from the Lodge-room ? Both ; we are close together.
129S0. Where do you meet? The “ Black Diamond Hotel,” Blane-street. Newcastle.
12981. Is it desirable for .Friendly Societies to meet in public-houses ? No.
12982. Have you taken any steps to provide another meeting-place ? No; the staircase from the Lodgeroom is outside the hotel altogether, and it is away from the public-house.
12983. But has it not a bad influence to meet in public-houses ? Yes, I dare say it has.
12984. Do you spend much of your funds in regalia ? No.
12985. Does it cost much to open a Lodge under your Constitution ? Oh, no.
12986. About bow much ? The expenses of the officers, according to the distance it might be; 10s. or £2.
12987. Each Lodge or each member? Each Lodge.
. 12988. Do you get a warrant or charter ? A warrant; I do not know what they charge for that.
12989. You do not know what the total expense would bo? No ; very small. * '
12990. What have yon paid for regalia ? Segalia, £2 18s., and testimonials, £2 s.
12991. Has that been paid out of the funds ? Out of the Management Fund.
12992. Then your members provide their own regalia ? Yes.
12993. And that is for officers’ regalia ? Yes.
12994. Mr. Abigail.'] Do you divide your funds? Yes, wc have a Management Fund and a Sick Fund.
12995. You do not spend money for any other purpose than that set forth in the rules ? No.
1299G. Were you Deputy Grand Master in 1880 P Yes.
12997. Were you present at a meeting in G-eorge-street, Sydney, in February of that year? Yes.
12998. Do you recollect a matter being brought forward about the Newcastle Lodge having spent £30
out of the funds of that Lodge for a dinner? Yes.
12999. What view did the meeting take about that ? The views were conflicting. The City of Newcastle
Lodge said that the money was received from an excursion.
13000. Did not the meefing on that occasion condemn the action of the Lodge for having voted the money
from the funds of the Lodge to spend on a dinner? Yes,
13001. Did they inflict any fine on the Lodge ? No, I do not think so; I do not recollect it.
13002. They simply contented themselves with condemning the action ? Yes. It was this way : they
said they had received the money as profit on an excursion, and had placed the money in one of the funds
and took it out again. It was contended tliat after it had been placed in the funds it should not have
been taken out again.
13003. The amount was actually made in this manner ? So they told us.
13004. Was there any documentary evidence ? We had the word of one of tbe members who was on the
Committee.
13005. Has your Lodge ever resorted to the system of half-fees in admitting young memhers ? Yes, I
think we did once.
1300G. How long ago is that? A long while ago.
13007. You said very positively that you believe this 13-id. a week is sufficient to meet all tbe require
ments of the Society ? Up to the present time.
13008. Does it make any provision for contingent liabilities—the increasing ages of tlie members? No.
13009. Have you any doubt that the liabilities increase with the age of your members ? No, I have no
doubt of it at all.
13010. That is not taken into consideration ? No.
13011. You simply go by tbe fact that you are paying your way and adding a little to your funds ? That
is all.
13012. Have you ever gone into figures to see how much that increase ought to be every year? No, I
have not.
13013. You have not ascertained at what rate your liabilities increase ? No.
13014. Have you ever had any cases come under your notice where members have spent their contributions
at the bar, instead of going to tbe Lodge-room to pay them ? No.
■
13015. Do you think it advisable to adopt the system of half-fees ? No, 1 do not.
130] G. Mr. Newland^] Did not a large proportion of the members of the City of Newcastle Lodge protest
against the misuse of these funds for the dinner? Yes.
13017. And they sent the protest on to the General Meeting ? Yes.
13018. President.] You have nothing further to add to your evidence ? No.
13019. Have you any statement or suggestion to make to the Commission that might be of service ? I
should like to make a statement with regard to the sick allowance. The Act says that a member shall not
receive more than a. or s. a week----13020. No, that is the old Act, not the present Act. Do you approve of persons being permittecl to be
members of more than one Society ? Yes, wc consider two guineas a week is little enough, but that it is
as much ns ought to be paid, and we would limit the sum to that amount.
10

20

21

Mr. Henry Sneesby sworn and examined :—
13021. President'] What Society do you represent? The City of Newcastle Lodge, Grand United
Mr.
Order of Oddfellows.
H. Sneesby.
13022. When was your Society established ? January 1st, 1855.
—s
13023. What office do you hold ? I have been Secretary four and a half years now.
19 July, 1882,
13024. What is the number of members in your Society ? 280 on the hooks.
13025.
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13025. How many are financial P Thirty-two are unfinancial.
H. Sneesby. ygo2G. "What amount of subscriptions have you received during last year from all sources ?
17s. Gd.
13^27. What was the total amount of expenditure for a like period ? £714 11s. 5d.
uj)
'13028. What has been paid for sick benefits for the past five years? In 1877,
12s. Sd.; 1878,
£243 14s. Gd.; 1879, £221 14s. Gd.; 18S0, £203 14s. 7d. : 1881, £209 s. Sd.; making a total of
£1,155 4s. lid.
13029. What has been paid during the five years for funeral allowance ? £310.
13030. What proportion of that has come from the District? None at all.
13031. How long is it since your Dodge left the District r live years this month.
13032. Then all that sum has come from your own funds? Yes.
13033. What amount have you paid for medical attendance ? £
18s.
13034. What has been the cost of management for five years ? Including tlie Sub-Committee of Manage
ment levy the amount is £258 2s., or an average of £51 12s. 4d. per year.
13035. That includes salaries and everything of that kind ? Salaries and everything ; rent of room and
printing.
13036. What were the total receipts for tho five years ? £3,594 14s. 4d.
13037. What was the total expenditure for the five years ? 2.832 4s. 9d.
13038. Leaving a profit of over £700 ? Yes.
13039. What amount of money lias been spent on account of regalia and testimonials ? None at all;
there has been nothing spent, but we have given donations to various cases of distress amounting to
£514s.
‘
13040. Has that been taken from the funds? Yes, and given in cases of distress, either to members or
others,
13041. How do you recover the arrears of contributions due by your members ? The law has never been
put into force up to tbe present time ; when he becomes unfinancial he is called upon, and if he cannot
pay ho is struck off the books.
13042. You do not approve of the provision in the Act allowing you to go to the Small Debts Court? No.
13043. What is the highest sum you pay in case of death ? £30.
13044. And on tlie death of a member’s wife ? £20 is the highest; that is provided he has been a mem
ber ten years ; hut our Pun oral Fund laws will explain that.
13045. What are tlie contributions that your members pay ? For full members, or those paying to the
doctor, 13.id. a week; non-medical members, or country members, 7fd.
1301-6. And do you think tliat is snrticient to ensure payment of all the Society’s obligations to its
members ? It has been up to the present time.
13047. Do you think it is large enough to ensure payment? As far as my experience goes it is.
13048. Have you had any cases of defalcalion in your Society by any of its officers ? We have.
13049. What has been the nature of them ? There was a Secretary some ten or twelve years ago, and we
found a defalcation amounting to something over £ ; it was principally the fault of the memhers of
the Lodge, who were too idle to go to the Lodge and pay their subscriptions, but if they met the Secretary
in the street would give him the money, and lie absconded ; we did not follow the law, as he got away
before we could prosecute him.
13050. Is that the only case you know of?. The only ease I know of, though I have been twenty-two
years a member of the Lodge.
13051. Do your officers receive payment—the Secretary and Treasurer ? Yes.
13052. What salaries do they get ? The Secretary now gets £4 a quarter, and the Treasurer,
per
quarter.
13053. Do they give a guarantee bond ? Yes. I am under a bond of £80, I think it is.
13054. And the Treasurer? I think he is under a bond too, hut I do not know the amount.
13055. Do all your candidates seeking admission undergo a medical examination ? Yes,
13056. And members’ wives ? Yes.
13057. Have you found many persons refused on account of the doctor not passing them ? Only two or
three within the past five years.
*
•
13058. Arc you of opinion that the medical examination is of a satisfactory character ? Our medical
officers have always given us satisfaction in that respect, as far as my knowledge goes.
13059. You have quarterly audits ? Yes.
13060. By two or three Auditors ? Two Auditors.
13061. Chosen by the members ? Chosen by the members.
‘
130G2, Would you approve of the Government appointing a public officer to investigate and inspect the
books of all Friendly Societies every year ? Yes, I would have no objection to that;.
13063. Have you read the Friendly Societies Act? I could not positively say I have read it through,
but I have very often looked into it for information with regard to the working of my own Lodge.
13064. Do you find it affording all the security necessary for the good government of Societies? As far
as my knowledge goes it docs ; there are some things in it that the officers of our Society would wish to
havc altered.
’
13065. What is tho nature of these ? With reference to the disabilities a Society labours under, two or
three of fhe oldest memhers of the Lodge are of opinion that we have no power to lend money in any
other manner hut that set forth in the Friendly Sociolies’Act of 1874; whereas if we could have lent
money on house or other property being good security, our funds would have been much increased
thereby ; as it is tbe Banks receive the benefit of our money.
13066, Is that the only particular in which you think the Act should be amended? Yes, that is all that
has been pointed out to me; our notice has been so short that we could not call a meeting of the whole
Lodge to consider this ; if we had had a month it would have been beneficial,
13067. Are you of opinion that the present.Act is fairly and reasonably administered? To the best of
my knowledge and belief it is.
*
13068. And you have no suggestions to make to the Commission ? X have no other suggestions to make
for the reason I havc just stated ; want of lime to consider the matter.
13069, You have nothing further to add ? Nothing further,
13070. Mr. SmtiJt.] How many years were you connected with the District ? Twenty-two years.
13071. Have you made greater progress as a neutral Lodge than you did under the old system ? Yes, I
consider
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consider we have, because we have a funeral fund now ; we have paid £316 out of it, and still there if an
accumulated fund of £362 2s. 9d. to its credit.
13072. I suppose the matter of economy induced you to leave tho district ? Yes, the mefnbers were dis
satisfied witli the way in which the money wns being spent. We were paying a levy of s. or 2s. d. a 19
member, and they were opening Lodges so far away that it cost too much for travelling expenses, and
the members of the Lodge considered that these expenses could be considerably lessened, and that our
quarterly levies should not have been so heavy, and when the money was paid to the District there was
none of it belonging to them.
13073. As an old and experienced member of that Society, do you think the present government or
management of your Society is cumbersome and expensive? bib, I do not.
13074. X am speaking of the District ? We are only subject to the Sub-Committee of Management, who
levy us 3d. per quarter for each member.
13075. Do you approve of the principle of governing Societies in this way—do you believe it to be a cheap
mode of government ? Yes, I believe it to be as cheap as it can be done.
13076. Notwithstanding that you have left the District ? I am not speaking of the District now.
13077. I am asking, from your knowledge as a member of long standing, as to the cost of the governing
bodies of your Society ? In reply to that, I think the District itself is rather expensive, and that was tho
very reason we seceded.
13078. Mr. Abigail.'] What is the nature of the bond you give—is it a Guarantee Society ? No, two
bondsmen go security for me.
13079. Are they members of the Society ? They are.
13080, Do you think that system preferable to having a bond from a Guarantee Society ? I think it
equally as good, if the man is able to pay the bond, if he should be called upon to do so.
13081. Do you think it is likely they would push it against their own, members ? They would certainly
enforce the bond,
13082. Does your Xjodge send its annual returns direct to the Registrar ? Yes.
13083. Have they ever sent in a quinquennial return, as set forth in the Act? I do not think there has
been any such return,
13084. You know the Act makes provision for such a return ? Yes.
13085. It has not been done by you? No.
13086. When a,' member has been paying his contributions for a number of years to your Society and is
unable to continue them, do you give him any consideration ? We have never done so up to the present
time, though we have made him good on the books.
13087. But in tho case of those whom you have struck off, you have never given them any consideration?
We have never done that.
13088. Do you think that is fair to the member ? Well, perhaps it may not seem fair, but he enters tho
Lodge with a knowledge that he will be served in this way if be does not comply with the rules.
13089. Has your Lodge ever made any votes for dinners, or things of that sort ? There has never been
but one social gathering since I have been in the Lodge. It occurred in this way: our Lodge got up an
anniversary celebration and it took the form of a steam trip. There was £39 made over this trip, and
they took £30 and had a social gathering.
13090. But the funds of the Lodge arising from the contributions of the members did not lose anything ?
Not a penny.
13091. Did the annual meeting condemn the Lodge for that ? There was some doubt about it hut it came
to nothing, as they could not say anything after the explanation.
13092. Does the central body possess tbe power of controlling your actions, or voting censures if you
committed wrong ? Yes.
13093. And inflicting fines ? No, I do not think so.
’
]3094. They have power to censure, but not to interfere with your financial arrangements? That is all.
13095. Mr. Mewland.] Which of the rules produced are you governed by ? The latest edition. I brought
the others because they contain the Funeral Fund rules.
13096. Do you not know there is a great deal of difference between them ? Yes.
13097. And you do not accept these later rules ? Yes; but the others contain the Funeral rules, and
that is why we retain them.
’
2

6

Mr, George Buckley sworn and examined:—
13098. President.] What Society do you represent? The Grand United Order of Oddfellows.
13099. What is the date of the establishment of that body in this District ? December 5, 1867.
G13100, What office do you hold ? Secretary to the District, and also private Lodge Secretary.
13101. How long havc you held the office of District Secretary? Eight years.
19
13102. What is the number of members you have in the Districi ? 1,656.
‘
13103. What number have you in your private Lodge? 126.
13104. Financial members ? Yes.
13105, What was tbe amount of receipts in your Lodge last year? £240 17s. 3d.
13106. What was tho total expenditure on account of benefits, management, and medical allowance ?
£168 4s. 2d. and £37 8s. 8d., making a total of £205 12s. lOd.
13107. And leaving a profit of £35 ? Yes.
13108. What is the name of the Lodge? The Miners’ Refuge.
13109. Located where ? At Waratah.
13110. Are the members principally composed of miners? Yes.
13111. What amount has been paid on account of sick pay during the last five years ? £562 13s.
13112. What amount has been paid on account of Funeral donation ? £105.
13113. And on doctor and medicines? £113 14s.
13114. And on account of management? £218 Is. Hid.
13115. Making a total for the five years of £894 8s. Hid., excluding £105 for funeral donations, wdiich
is recouped from the District.
13116. And the receipts have been— ? £1,180 0s. Id.
486—2 Z
13117.
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13117. Leaviug a profit of £280? Tes.
G. Buckley, igng. All tho Lodge's pay the same contributions ? Tes.
13119. Have you one general system of by-laws for the private Lodges? No, each separate Lodge has
* its own By-laws, which must be in accordance with the general laws. (Jiy-laws produced.)
* 13120. With reference to your District Lodge, what is the total value of the funds? Up to December
31,1881, £1,943 Is. 3id.; at the present time about £1,990.
. .
13121. Can you tell what amount of money has been received for the five years by the District Lodge ?
£4,269 16s. 3£d.
13122. What has been paid during that time for funeral allowance ? £1,465 Os. 3d.
13123. What has been the cost of management? £1,783 3s. lOd.
'
13124. What is the total expenditure ? £3,263 Is. Id.
■
13125. And the total income was—? £4,259 15s. 3id., leaving a balance of £996 13s. ll^d.
13126. Wbat amount of levy do you receive from each of the subordinate Lodges ?

It is variable; for

the last two years it has been Is. 6d. per quarter.

13127. That is the amount paid now ? Tes.
13128, Has it been more ?

Tes, it has been 2s. and 2s. 6d.

13129. What does it cost to open a new Lodge? It all depends on the distance away from Newcastle.
13130. What is the cost of the necessary machinery ? £5 to £ .
6

13131. And the travelling expenses of the officers?

We generally appoint some qualified person Imng

in the town, to save expense.
13132. But if you havc not any qualified person you send an officer ?
13133. And the travelling expenses are paid ? Tee. _ _

13134. By the District or by the Lodge ? By the District.

Tes.

_

13135. Then the only charge against the Lodge would be the £5 or £6 you referred to for machinery ?
Tes, that is all.
13136. How long have you been connected with the Order ?
13137. Tou have had a good deal of experience ? Tes.
.

'

Ten years.
.

13138. Have you found that the present Act affords your Society all the protection necessary for the
good government of the Societies ? Tes, I think so ; I have never heard any complaints about that.
13139. Has it been fairly administered do you think ? I think so, as far as my knowledge is concerned.
13140. Do you as a body suffer any disabilities from the present Act? Not that I am aware of.
13141. Do you know of anything that affects the free action of the Society ? No, I do not.
13142, Have you any suggestions to make that might be of service? Well, there is one thing, and that
is in reference to book-keeping; there should be something done to havc one style throughout the whole
of the Society.
_
13143. One uniform system of book-keeping ? Tes.
13144. Would that simplify the duties? I think so, because while you are travelling about you attend
a Lodge and examine the books, and if yon find half a dozen systems of book-keeping you get bothered.
13145. As Grand Secretary, do you approve of persons being permitted to join more than one Lodge ? No.
1314G. Do you approve of the provisions in the Act for subordinate Lodges to sue their members for
arrears of contributions? Tes,
_ _
13147. Have any of your Lodges availed themselves of that provision ? Not to my knowledge.
13148. Has the matter been brought under your notice ? Tes.
13149. And no action was taken ? No action was taken.
...
,
13150. Would you approve of u Government officer being appointed to investigate and inspect the books
and accounts of Friendly Societies every year ? Tes, I think it would be a very good thing.
13151. Tou .have nothing to suggest to the Commission? No.
_
13152. Do you consider that the amount of contributions paid by members of your subordinate Lodges
is sufficient to ensure the payment of the obligations the Society incurs? I think so; I havc always
found that they have made it sufficient,
_
13153.. No Lodge has dissolved for want of funds in connection with your District ? No.
13154. Have there been any defalcations by members or officers in your District ? _ Notin my term of office.
13155. Do the officers of the District give bonds for the due performance of their duties ? Yes.
■
13156. How are the moneys of the District invested? In the Savings’ Bank of New South Wales.
13157. To the credit of the Trustees ? Tes.
_
13158. And the Secretary and Treasurer give a bond ? Yes ; also the liodge Secretaries and Treasurers.
13159. And you are firmly of opinion that the amount is sufficient to ensure all the benefits your Society
gives? Tes I am, from what I have seen in the Lodges.
_
13160. As a rule, what would be the average age of the members_ in_ your District? I know in my own
Lodge the average age is thirty-one, but I could not say for the District.
_
_
13161, And you still think that 13£d. is enough, notwithstanding that your members arc daily getting
older ? Tes, because we have young members coming in us we are getting older.
_
13162. Can you tell the Commission how many young members you admitted last year ? Well, I believe
three-fourths were under twenty-five years of age.
13163. Can you tell how many members you have lost during last year in the District ? In 1880 we had
1,680 memhers; in February, 1881, we passed 250 away to open a new District at Bathurst; and tho
number now, in December, 1881, is 1,652, so that we made a large increase,
13164. Mr. AlujmV.] You stated that the Friendly Societies A.ct has answered all the purposes necessary:
have you ever had occasion to refer to it or to the Eesistrar on any question affecting the working of your Society ? The only thing was in connection with Lodges being registered under the Act, and he sent me
a communication stating what Lodges had been registered.
13165. Tou said you were positive about the 13£d. being sufficient? T.es.^
13166. Have you made any calculation on which to base that opinion ? No, only from past experience.
13167. In that do you calculate the contingent liabilities caused by the increasing ages of old members P
Yes, with old members getting older and young members coming in all the time.
13163. Wbat percentage do you allow? I could not say—I have not gone that far.
13169. Tou have never made any actuarial calculation ? No.
13170. It is simply drawn from your experience of the present goings-on r Tes.
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13171. Without any estimate of future liabilities ? Yes.
13172. Mr. Holds worth.] Does the £5 or
which you stated as the cost of the Charter include the set
of books ? Yes.
13173. President.] You have no further suggestions to make ? No,
£6

g
'
.“a C^'
jujy> jggo,
’

Mr. Alexander Wilkinson sworn and examined :—
13174. President^] What Society do you represent ? At present I am representing the Grand United jjrOrder of Oddfellows.
Wilkinson.
13175. How long have you held office in the Society ? Dram 1854 until last June twelvemonths; that is
a—-.
about twenty-seven years.
19 July, 1382,
13176. You are an old member ? Yes.
13177. We havc already got from some of your officers the particulars of the constitution of your Society,
and the contributions paid by tbe members and tho amount of benefits given by your by-laws; but I
understand you have some suggestions to make before the Commission that might be of service to them ?
I have ; I prodneo a tabulated statement in detail which shows the workings of the Lodge from 1873 till
30 June, 1882
President Lodge, No. 1,056.

Grand United Order, Friendly Society,

Statement showing particulars of Income aud Expenditure from 1st January, 1873, to June 30th, 1882,

Year.

1873

:2 I
III
u i ft
40 '
I SO

1875 | 56 .

1376 01 1 li
1877 j 63 4
2nd half \ ..
1878 67 13
1870 1 85 13
1880 | SI 14
1S81 04 7
To Juno,!
1BS2 93 13

Entrance Yearly
fees. contribution gs
^ ifl

£
31
21
. 7
wife,
12
I 0
9
2 5 15
5
1 7

Amount of
sick pay.

e. d,
10
11
7

£ s. d.
09 a o
324 1 7
344 18 11

S3
117
1SS

£
8
10
31

1
Ifi

174 16 0 I
100 9 3

14G
246

24 fi 8n
26 18 4

31
10
12
0

0
C
6
6

227
239
270
277

7
15
3
2

14
0 12 '284 ! 49
4 18 1162 30
2 8 ]2SS I 50
0 8 227 1 39

5 7 0 140 IS 6

8.
16
10
6

16
3
4
6
16

£
s. d. t£
50 10 0 20
65 5 0 24
74 n 0 27

d,
8
0
S

6
6
147 5 0 57
165 fi 0 59
174 VI 6 61

s.
0
19
0

Reserve
Fund,

Benefits,

£
019
090
723

£ s. (L
7 2 0
SO Oj *"‘Is7
11 15 8 py J £2
£ a** •
99 7 0 30 2 6
14^
58 12 6 39 2 01
sp”-fi

H 13461 1212

S
4
2
ion
8 53

8 126 | 18 10 10
i203 18 0

Cost of
Levies
medicine
to
Cost of
and
Sydney managemedical L'unurftl monl
attendance Fund.
d.'
Oj
C
0.

8
J2
15
12
10

12
3
0
5

87 8 4 24 3 6

e d.
11 2
I 8
7 0

s.
S
D
3

d.
10
10
10

786 0 0 38 11 11
824 11 11 41 4 0

12
14
9
17
13

*865 15 11
917 18 11
Si? 072 14 3
1,021
6 3
|i i«
E ciS
sl|4£1
■43
n it e
1,072 7 3

73 5 0! p

770 15 10

Interest
received

r

51
|55
,48
51

IS
0
12
1

20 16 0

- Last live years as required by the notice.
June 30, I8S2—Present capital invested in Savings Bank...,-£1,072 7 3
,,
Interest to date.............................................
2G 1G 0
„
Cash in hand ..................................................
17 7 4
Total capital of Society.............. £1,116 11

1—equal to £12 each financial member.
ALEXR. WILKINSON,
West Maitland, 19 July, I8S2.

13178. You have examined and compared that with the books of your Lodge ? Yes. I may say that in
addition to the shilling a week wo pay half a crowu a quarter, which helps to pay the doctor.
have also
to make the following suggestions to the Commission :—
1

President Lodge, No. 1,056, G.U.O.O.F.,
West Maitland, July 19, 18S2.
In response to the invitation of the President of tho Royal Commission appointed to inquire on the matter of
Friendly Societies, 1 submit the following for their consideration :—
It is considered by the members generally that their Societies are Benevolent Institutions, and not Insurance
Companies, aud that the financial laws necessary for the former are not applicable to their management, and that if they
fulfil the duty of relieving distress in their own day, it is as much as can be expected of them, and that they very properly
leave to future generations the task of providing for future requirements. But the fact is that, in addition to their purely
charitable objects, these Societies hold out to candidates for initiation the assurance of certain sums of money to be paid at
the deaths of members and wives, together with a weekly stipend during incapacity for labour through sickness, and these
engagements are entered into in consideration of a stipulated periodical payment. This of course constitutes an Insurance
Society, and the natural laws which influence the average amount of sickness and tho rate of mortality demand
nncondilmial recognition in framing laws to accomplish the objects proposed. 'It unfortunately happens that the great bulk
of the persons who are likely to join these Societies do not possess sufficient arithmetical knowledge to properly investigate
this subject for themselves, yet it is of the most vital importance to the future interest and welfare of their fellow-men.
These Societies are self-governed, and it is only, thuefore, by the voice of their members alone that any improvements
can be earried out which are absolutely necessary to save a number of existing Societies from ruin. There can be no doubt
that a majority of the members would cheerfully take the necessary steps to place these Societies in a healthy financial
position if they could clearly comprehend the nature of the facts which demand the necessity for immediate reformation,
hut the labyrinth of signs and figui es which meets them at the outset leaves an impression on them that the science of vital
statistics is a sealed book to them.
The true object and mission of these Societies is to afford a competent support and complete independence during
periods of sickness, incapacity, and disease, however jirotracted. To accomplish this, and in order that the objects may
he faithfully carried out, it is necessary—
First—That tho rates of contribution for the assurance of any specified benefit must be determined from a knowledge
of average liability.
Second—To secure an equitable as well as seewre principles, the rate of payment for each benefit must be ijradualed
in accordance imth the ayes of members at the time of entrance.
Third—Tho number of members must be'sufficiently large, over which the joint Liability exists, to ensure a reasonable
approximation to a working average liability.
Fourth—Legislative protection to tbe funds, and their regular aud judicious investment.
Fifth—A quinquennial return with a view to the adjustment of any irregularity which the preceding conditions may
have failed to provide for.
Expectation
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ACT

rSQUIEY

Eipcctatioa of lifo.
Mr. Neison.
20 years.............................. 43 years...
40 „ .............................. 29 „ ...
50 ..................................... 22 „ ...
_
Neison.
Average eiekncsn
weeks.
20 years ........................... 0*83 .......
40 ...................................... 118 .......
50 ...................................... T96 .......
Average sickness each decennial
Ages from 20 to 30 ..................
ou eu
...................
40 to 60 ...................

C0iniI.SSI05—MINUTES

OF EVIDENCE.

MnncliCBter Unity.
Whole population.
..... 41 years...........................
40 years.
..... 26 ..................................... 2G „
......20 „ ................................ 24 „
Pinlayson.
Ansoll.
Weeks.

.... 0-98 ...................................
.... 1*17 ...................................
.... 1*64 ...................................

Weeks.

0-77
Ill
1*70

period.
................ ............................. 8*0
8*o .
ou ....................
—. 9'0 .................................. B‘S
14*5 ................................... 13*5 ................................... 132
Omitting fractions,

In order to assure tho payment of any given sum on the death of a member, it is necessary that the periodica
contribution should on the average, with interest, he equivalent to the sum assured.
Tho rate of contribution for a given stipend during inability to follow employment in consequence of sickness can with
equal certainty bo determined.
When an actuary knows the age of a candidate for membership his table of sickness shows what is the average amount
experienced from that period to death, tbe amount of liability for this item is thus discovered; the Expectation of Life
Table furnishes the period over which the contribution may bo anticipated to extend. The total inpayments with interest
must be equivalent to the ascertained liability.
ALEX. WILKINSON.

13179. I gather that you are strongly of opinion that the present mode of governing your own body,
with the small contributions paid, and they being of a uniform character, is not sufficient to meet all
the requirements ? No, it is not.
13180. What has been the increase in number of memhers during the last five years? In 1876 there
were sixty-one good and five bad ; now there are nincty-threo good and thirteen bad. During the last
five years wo have had three deaths.
13181. Have you added to your funds during the last five years ? Only by interest.
13182. If it was not for the interest accruing, you would be in arrears ? AVe are £5 worse now than wo
were five years ago.
_
^
13183. Simply because the. contributions are not equal to the requirements ? Yes.
ISlSd*. Do you think a Society that provides a graduated sum to be paid at the death of members up to
£30, after they have been in for ten years, and to £20 for the wives of members of ten years’ standing,
with tho other benefits derivable from your rules—do you think that Is. lid. a week is sufficient to provide
all these payments ? I do not think it is; we give Is. 2d. as it is,
13185. You are quite clear that it is not sufficient? It is quite on a wrong principle altogether.
13186. AVould you favour the principle of a graduated payment according to age, as being more equitable ?
I would.
13187. A young man joining at twenty should pay less than a man joining at forty ? Just so.
13183. Then you would ho of opinion that most of the Societies are formed ou a wrong basis ? 1 am
quite of opinion that nineteen out of twenty are in a state of insolvency at tho present moment, and I
will give you an instance of it. I have here a return of the Sydney District, to which wc belong; our
Lodge is about eighth in age, and wo possess more than three times the amount of value that the
others have. Taking the whole District, with £2,019 as a reserve fund, it is only £2 Ids. 7d. per member.
Why every one of them is insolvent. It is outside the Society to present sick gifts altogether, and it was
that which led me to withdraw from office in the Society, because they got a lot of young members in who
would spend tho money in this way. Ono man got a sick gift of £2 when he had only paid eight weeks’
subscriptions.
13189. That is a departure from the rules ? Yes, but there was a majority, and what could you do ? I was
Trustee for twenty-eight years, and gave it all up in consequence of these votes.
13190. Do the rules provide that, by a vote of the Lodge, they can make away with tlie funds of tho Lodge
in this way ? No.
_
. _
13191. It is in violation of the by-laws? They are silent on tbe point; it is a violation of the laws of
insurance, but it is tbrougli such irregularity as this tliat the Societies are becoming so bad. There is
another thing,—that Lodges will take members for three months for half-fees, and formerly you had to he
a member twelve months before you got benefits, but now it is sis months.
13192. Do the Lodges of different Orders in the District unfairly compete with each other ? Yes, they
have tried it onlv lately in Maitland, and have reduced the time to six months instead of twelve.
13193. And admit them at half-fees ? No, the entrance fees have been lowered, but I do not look at that;
I should like to do away with them, and charge a fair contribution.
13194. You do not look at the matter of initiation fees as a matter of great concern ? No.
13195. What would you, as a matter of opinion, consider a safe financial basis for Societies to he placed
on, as far as accumulated funds are concerned ? That would require a great deal of working out. In
the first place, I would want the age of each member, and, to calculate the number, the expectation of
life and average sickness for that man’s life.
13196. But from your knowledge of the District and members, and tbe long experience you have had,
what would you think is an approximate amount of money sufficient to insure them against any future
liability and contingency ? That is according to time; we should at least have double tbe amount we have got.
13197. And then your Lodge is in a better position than any of tho others ? Yes ; and there is another
tiling that several of the Societies registered under the Friendly Societies’ Act experiences; there is a great
deal of pecidation going on.
13198. Has any matter of defalcation come under your own notice? No, not for years—not since this
Act came into operation.
13199. Do you think the present Act is an improvement upon tho previous one ? Yes, but it would be a
greater improvement if there was a table by which' the Societies should abide.
13200. Do you think that, in future legislation, provision should be made for a table showing the basis on
which new Societies should bo established ? Yes.
13201. Do you think a Government Officer should he appointed to make an annual inspection of the
hooks and vouchers of tho Societies? AVell, I should recommend a quinquennial one, but perhaps an
annual one would be of great service ; there is a great difficulty in getting officers of any intelligence at
all to manage these affairs, and they are quite at the mercy of the Secretaries.
13202.
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13202, How are the funds invested ? In the Savings’ Bank,
Wilkinson,
13203. Bearing interest? Yes, the ordinary interest,
13204. To the credit of trustees ? Yes.
19 July, 1882.
13205. Do your officers receive pay? No ; the Secretary does, £5 a year, and the expenses of stationery
and postages.
13206. Do the Secretary and Treasurer give a bond or guarantee to the Society ? "Wen, I insisted upon
them doing so, and I sec by the minutes that they have done it. At the commencement of 1854,1 was
elected Treasurer, but I would not accept the office until they received my bond; I gave it with the consent
of the Lodge; and warned them on my resignation of the necessity of both Treasurer and Trustees
giving bonds according to the Act; and I see by the minutes that it has been done.
13207, How many Lodges have you in this Hunter Biver District ? We do not belong to the District,
because there are a great many mining people in Newcastle, and they arc more liable to accident; and,
since our refusal to join, the City of Newcastle Lodge has withdrawn from it because the drain was too
great on their funds, h’our or five Societies have either broken up or have merged into others.
13208. The miner’s occupation is more risky than others ? Yes, 1 think so.
13209. Do you think that, in applying the principle of insurance to Triendly Societies, a man’s occupation
should be taken into consideration ? Yes, decidedly; more particularly where there is a whole community
engaged in mining.
'
13210. Do you think tlie medical examinations are sufficiently full and searching ? No, I do not; I am
sure they are not.
13211. Are you of opinion that many persons havc been admitted into Societies that would not
have been admitted if the doctor had done his duty ? Yes,
13212. Do you approve of persons being permitted to join more than one Society ? I do not, because if
they get ill and draw £4 or £5 a week, they do not get well, aud will not get well.
13213. You have seen a good deal of imposition ? Yes.
13214. And you think if they are permitted to join more than one Society the amount of benefit to be
received should be fixed ? Yes.
13215. What amount ? I should say a guinea a week.
1321G. And you believe there has been a great deal of imposition practised in connection with Friendly
Societies ? I am positive of it.
13217. Do not the wives of memhers undergo a medical examination ? No.
13218. Do you not think it necessary ? It is necessary, and this is recognized by certain questions that
arc asked of candidates, but it is done in such a way that the members do not know what they are doing;
there should be a declaration made that they and their wives are in a good state of health.
13219. Seeing that your Society gives a funeral donation on the death of the wife, do you not think it
necessary to have an examination ? Certainly.
13220, What amount is paid to your medical officer in connection with your private Lodge ? £2 a year
for married, and 7s. 6d. a quarter for single, aud it is for that we levy this 2s. Gd. a quarter I spoke about.
Thus all wc have is 12s., to give all these benefits, out of which working expenses have to come, from a
contribution of Is. per week.
13221, Who is your medical officer? We have two, Drs. Morson and Blackwell.
13222. That sum paid includes medicine ? Yes.
13223. What radius do they visit? 3 miles from the Lodge room. There is another thing presses
very hard on Societies. Dor instance: A person who was a memher of the Manchester Unity allowed
himself to become had on the books, and some time afterwards he lost his sight, and camo down here, and
they gave him a sick donation. He brought two or three actions against them; whereas, if they had
acted up to the laws lie should have been expelled. There was £120 costs to the District.
13224. Are you in favour of private Lodge disputes being dealt with by tho higher Courts ? Yes, all
disputes should be settled amongst themselves, and not go to tho Law Courts at all.
13225. Do you favour the principle that the officers should have power to recover arrears of coutrihutions ?
Yes, although we have never acted upon it, because we think it better to let them go.
1322G. Do you think it is a good provision ? I think so.
13227. How long has a member of your Society to be in arrears before he is suspended from benefits?
Thirteen weeks.
13228. Then, after he 1ms been thirteen weeks in arrears, he is suspended from benefits for another embt
weeks? Yes, I think so.
°
13229. You have already told us you arc in favour of a graduated scale of payments ? Yes.
13230. And of not taking the initiation fees into cousideration ? No, I. would leave that out.
13231. And you arc in favour of a G-overnmcnt inspection of the funds ? Yes.
13232. And arc opposed to interference on the part of the law Courts ? Yes; the Societies themselves
should deal with them.
13233. The decisions of the Superior Courts should be final ? Yes, because they are removed from any
feeling that might actuate the memhers of tho Lodge.
13234. What Lodge was it that spent so largo a sum of money in law expenses ? It was a district; the
branch was up at Gumiedah.
13235. And you arc entirely opposed to any such steps as was taken by that Lodge ? Yes, though it was
forced on them by some legal gentleman trying to get up a ease.
13236. Looking over this annual report of the G.H.O.O.D., I presume you have gone through the "returns
ot “ number of members,” “ number of persons sick in connection with each of tbe Lodges,” “ amount
of sick pay paid,” and “total worth of the Lodges” ? Yes.
13237. Have you not been surprised to find the large number of members, and tbo small amount of money
to their credit ? I have, very much so.
13238. Amd many of these Lodges are of old standing ? Yes; we are eighth on the list, and we are
twenty.nine years’ old.
13239. Does this not go to prove that the contributions must be very inadequate? Yes.
13240. There is the Traveller’s Home, a Lodge with 133 members, and £33G 8s. as tlie total worth of
funds ; is that an old Lodge ? Yes, it is older than our Lodge by some three or four years.
13241. That would go to prove the opinion expressed by ymi that the older a Lodge got the worse the
funds were ? Yes.
'
■
13242.
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1^242. The members become older, and consequently a greater burden to tbe Society ? Yes, and its funds
can only be recouped by having a lot of younger members joining them; and in this report the Lodge is
19 July 1882 recommer|de(l 1° take members at a reduced rate on purpose to get them to join.
’
13243. You observe that some £95 3s, 2d. wns paid for sick pay by this Ijodge f Yes.
13244. And the proportion of the 133 members was fifteen on the sick funds? That is a large proportion.
13245. Would that arise chiefly because the Society is an old one, and a nnmber of old members are in
the Society ? jSTo ; not always. I find the younger ones that join are the first to reap the benefits ; these
members go on the funds for three or five days. Thus, on April 11, there is a member two days’ sick
pay ; another one a donation of £2, and his contributions had been very trifling; he was under six months
a member, and was not entitled to benefits—another eleven days, another five, another five, another two,
another five, another five, another three, and then five days, six days, seven days. It appears to me to be
a fraud on the Society ; they go on the funds if their fingers ache.
13246. Are you aware that in connection with many of the Societies it is a rule that no member shall go
on tbe funds for a shorter period than a week? No, I am not aware of it; I do not think there is any
such provision as that.
13217, Were these declarations on the funds for two or three days, a preliminary kind of sickness leading
to something more permanent ? No, these names do not occur again.
13248. Have you a "Widow and Orphan Fund ? No, it is a District affair, and wc do not contribute to it.
13249. What is the cost, as far as your experience goes, of opening a private Lodge in connection with the
District ? About £10, if they come up from Sydney.
13250. Does that include warrant, charter, and all? Yes; I think ours was about £11 odd, There are several
Lodges of the Order in this District, aud they do not average more than twenty-five members in each Lodge.
There is a Sons of Temperance Lodge in East Maitland, and I think their funds have gone down. A second
Lodge in West Maitland got some £500 from a bazaar in West Maitland, and they have about £17 per
head, with seventy-four members.
13251. That is in a better position than most of the Societies ? Oh yes; it may be that being Sons of
Temperance, and steady sober men, they are not so liable to sickness as men who drink.
13252. Where does your Lodge meet? At Mr. Why’s, a private house; that is another thing—it is very
bad for lodges to meet at public-houses.
13253. Do you think it leads to intemperate habits ? I am certain of it. In Maitland none of the Lodges
meet in public-houses.
13254. Have you ever heard of members going to pay their contributions who have paid them at the bar
instead of in the Lodge-room? No, but they may have spent money extra.
13255. Have you anything further to say ? No, except that there should be au article giving Societies
power to adjust their own differences, a graduated tabic, and inspection of books.
13256. Mr. Abigail] Are you aware that, under Part 11 of the Friendly Societies’ Act, provision is made
for new Societies submitting an actuarial table with their application to the Kegistrar ? I noticed that,
hut it is never done
13257. Then the Eegistrar is not administering that portion of the Act? No; the members of these
Societies do not understand anything about that—it is G-roek to them.
13258. Can you toll us the reason that they accumulated funds in years past—such large sums as you have
in hand ? There were ten or twelve of us who never drew anything from the funds. Through us a good
many joined, and left off after a time when the gold-diggings broke out, and wo got the benefit of their
contributions and entrance fees, Then we had a judicious investment of the funds, and made collections
to defray expenses on other occasions.
13259. So, if all legitimate demands had been met and taken, you would have been in a different position?
Oh yes ; a member would not then'go on the funds unless it was absolutely necessary.
13260. Mr. Newland] Seeing you have taken such a great interest inTthe working of Friendly Societies'
have you endeavoured to have your views brought before the general body? Yes, I have; but I found I
was talking over their heads.
13261, Have you ever sent your suggestions to the G-eneral Annual Meetings of the Order for considera
tion ? Some years ago I did, and drew up a code of rules, and was presented with a testimonial.
13262, How many years ago is that ? It must be fifteen or sixteen years ago.
13263. Mr. Holdsworih] You consider tbe initiation fee a secondary consideration? Yes, I do.
13264. And it is only really worth the interest it will produce ? Yes.
13265. The contribution is the great object ? Yes, that is the sole object.
13266. Have you noticed the sickness increase when there is a want of employment amongst the people?
Well, in Maitland there has not been much of that kind, but for any excuse they like to go on the funds.
13267. Do you think the present mode of government of these Societies is a proper one ? No ; I think
there should be a general mode—and I think there should be only one in a town or district, as the
greater the number of members the grealer the security.
13268. Mr. Gelding] You are aware that a good many Lodges have seceded from the Districts in your
Order ? Yes.
.
13269. Do you believe that it is advantageous to them ? Decidedly not; this Lodge wants to secede, or
to become neutral, but I am strongly opposed to it—in numbers is our security.*

* .
Mr. John McFadyen sworn and examined :—
Mr. J.
13270. President] What Society do you represent ? Tlie Rose of Australia Grand United Order of
McPaydcn. Oddfellows.
13271. How many members have you ? 178.
19 July, 1882. pg272. When were you instituted r
November 18,1868.
13273. What is the total value of your funds? On 31 December last year they were £520; they are
considerably more since.
13274. Arc you connected with the Sydney or Hunter River District? The Hunter River District.
• 13275. How long have you been an office-bearer in the Society ? About ten years.
13276 How long have you been connected with the Society as a member? About twelve years.
L3277. What amount of contributions do you receive weekly ? 7id, a week ; that is for sick and funeral
benefits.
13278.
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13278. And what for medical ? 6d. to the medical fund.
M^Fd^en
13279. That is altogether ? IS-Jd.; occasionally we make a levy to work our own management expense
fund.
jg July 1882
13280. "What were the total receipts of your Lodge for last year? Sick and funeral, £328 8s. 3d.;
’
management fund, £41 11s. 8d.; or a total of £3G9 19s. lid.
13281. What was the expenditure during that time ? Sick pay for the year, £29G 9s. 8d. ; doctors,
£13 IGs. ; expenditure for management, £16 19s.; or a total of £327 4s. 8d. The amount for manage
ment is salaries alone.
13282. Tou do not include the rent and other things ? For that year postages, printing, Ac., £3 6s. 2d. ;
repairs, rent, Ac., £4 ; making £7 Gs. 2d. to be added to the other,
13283. What was the amount received for five years from all sources ? £1,62G 16s. 5d. for sick and
funeral, aud management, £243 7s. 2d. ; and £52 10s. 6d. for doctor.
13284. Wbat has been the total expenditure during the five years ? Funeral, £150, this we receive back
from the District fund ; sick pay, £1,365 15s. 8d.; management, £77 5s. 6d.; printing, Ac., £33 9s. lid.;
rent, £24 6s. 6d.
13285. Have you spent any money for regalia or testimonials? No; there is £2 2s. 6d. for refreshments
to officers when there have been special meetings.
13286. Have yon made many members during the fast year? Tes.
13287. Many new members ? I could not say exactly the number of members, but perhaps nine or ten.
13288. Have you lost many by removals P No, we stand about the same.
13289. Do I understand that the members of your Lodge receive medical attendance from the collieries ?
Tes.
'
13290. Is the money deducted from their pay by the proprietors ? No, it is voluntary.
13291. Is that the general practice in connection with, all the collieries ? Tes.
13292, It is not stopped from the fortnightly wages ? No.
13293. And does that also secure medical attendance for tbe wives and children ? Tes.
13294. Have you had any cases of defalcation in connection with the officers or members of your Society ?
No, never.
13295. How are the moneys to the credit of the Society invested? In the Building Society, as a fixed
deposit.
13296. What Building Society ? The Northumberland Building Society.
.
13297. What rate of interest do you get ? Six per cent.
13298. What amounts are invested ? £550 now, but when our return was made up it was only £500 ; we
have been getting 0 per cent., but it will be 5 per cent. now.
13299. Tou have paid a large amount for sick pay during the last five years ? Tes.
13300. Is the mining occupation more risky than other occupations—are miners more liable to accident
than others ? I dare say they are.
13301. Ton find that a number of accidents occur in connection with these collieries? Tes.
’
13302. Which make the members unable to follow their occupations ? Tes, but there is a large number
of men.
13303. What is the total number of men employed iu the collieries ? 260 at Lambton, and it used to be
360; at Wallsend, one of the largest, there are 550; 1 could not say how many at Minmi; 450 at the
A. A. Company.
‘
13304. Tou do not know the total ? No.
13306. Tou have no idea what are employed at other mines ? No.
13306. Would there be over 2,000 in the whole of the collieries ? No, there is supposed to be 1,800 in the
district.
13307. And are most of these persons employed in tbe collieries members of the different Benefit Societies?
A very large number of them are.
13308. But they are all provided with medical attendance ? Tes.
13309. Is it a matter of compulsion for employes to pay to the doctor ? No, but they themselves make
it compulsory.
"
13310, Do you think the amount you pay in the shape of contributions is sufficient to ensure tbe benefits
■
the Society gives to its members ? WeU, scarcely; but tailing all things into consideration, the young
Colony, tho nnmber of members who join and leave again, the Society has an advantage tliat is incal
culable to those who are unacquainted with it.
13311. A.nd you profit in that way P Very considerably.
13312. Have you any suggestions to make to the Commission in reference to the working of Friendly
Societies ? The only suggestion I would like to make is that I would like to see a calculation made as to
what it would take for a Society to sustain itself, but the actuaries do not take into consideration the
migratory character of the people in a new Colony. I would also like to see an Inspector appointed to
superintend these Societies, in order that there might he a check on them ; and further, I believe it would
be beneficial, so far as any knowledge I have bad' of the working of Societies is concerned, tliat one system
of book-keeping should be adopted; it would make the Societies better, and could be utilized to very great
advantage, as in remote parts where people arc not so close, it would simplify the duties of the Secretaries.
13313. Are the moneys you speak of invested to the credit of the Trustees? Tes.
13314. Do your officers receive any pay ? The Secretary, that is all.
13315. What salary does he get ? £3 15s. a quarter.
13316. Does ho give any bond? Well no, the Treasurer gives one, because the money is handed over to
him at the table as soon as it is taken every night.
13317. Any matters of dispute arising are.settled bv the higher Courts, after tbe Lodge has dealt with
them? Tes.
_
*
*
13318. Tou have no further suggestions to make ? No.
.
13319. Mr. Abigail^ When you were about investing your funds in the Building Society, did you apply
.
to the Registrar to see if it was in accordance with the Friendly Society’s Act? We could read it in the
Act without applying.
13320. That you can do so ? Tes.
13321. Is it not clearly in opposition to the clause “ Investment of Funds” ? Well, I did not think
■ it was illegal.
■
13322,
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M'Fadyon.

13322. But reading that 42nd clause what do you think now ? I scarcely see that it is illegal now.
13323. What security do they give you? We have the security of the Directors,
19July7l882. 13324. Tou have a receipt ? We have the personal security of the Directors and Trustees.
13325. Tou do not think it is illegal ? I scarcely think it is.
13326. Have you any special security except the receipt given yon for the deposit of tho money? Ho.
Hote.—At a subsequent sitting the following letter was received from the witness, and it was ordered
.
tliat it should be printed with his evidence :—
. •
John Davis, Esq.,
S'r!
.
.
Newcastle, 19 July, 1882.
Referring to Mr. Abigail's question in reference to obtaining the sanction of Mr. Oliver as to investing of
Fund in a Building Society, I may state that such mode of investment has been inserted on the annual returns of the
Lodge to Mr. Oliver.
X am, &c _
^

,

J0HN McFADYEN.

Tlie Commission then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 19th Julv.

WEDNESDAY, 19 JULY, 1882,

[Held at Newcastle.]
frcsrrd:—

JOHN DAVIES,

Esq.j

C.M.G., M.P.,

President.

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
F. ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,
P. B„ HOLDSWOETH, Esq,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr. G-. Maher,
19 July, 1882,

Mr. George Maher sworn and examined :—
13327. President^ Tou are a member of the Guild? I am Warden.
13328. Of the District ? Of West Maitland Branch, St. John the Baptist.
13329. How long have you held the office ? Getting on three years,
13330. What is the total number of members in the District ? 107.
13331. Is that the largest number you have ever had ? We have had 108, but some have left and gone
to the Sydney Branch,
13332. How many Lodges are there in your District ? One in Morpeth, one iu East Maitland, and one
in West Maitland/
"
13333. What is the total number in the three Lodges ? ___________
I am not in__a position to tell you that, but I
think make np as much as we are ; probably they make another hundred.
13334. What is the total amount of subscriptions received by your Society duriim 1881 ? I am hardly in
a position to answer that question, but the Bursar would be able to tell you.
°
13335. Can you tell what amount has been received for five years ? No", I have not got that down.
13336. You caunot tell then what has been expended, during that time ? I cannot; I produce a docu
ment giving the information I have prepared.
Naineof Society, St. John’s Guild, West Maitland. Dale of establishment, July Gth, 18G3. Position in Sociotv,
Waraep. ft timber of Members, 107. Amount of subscriptions, one shilling and twopence weekly. Benefits, one giiincn per
wee t sick pay ; mortuary donation and doctor free, single brethren, £20 (twenty pounds sterling); married, £30 to £t0
(tlnrty to forty pounds sterling.) How managed—by twelve councillors elected bv‘members annually. Sick pay—amount paid
111
£143 17s.; 1880, £76 11s. Gd,; 1881, £C1 7s. Mortuary donations—amounts paid
jmo
111 ’ J-8'J’ £30; 1880, £40; 1881, £35. Doctor and medicine—amounts paid in 1877, £73 2s; 1878,
£73 Us. ; W?, £80 2s.; 1880, £97 7s.; 1891, £99 2s. Regalia, 1877, 1878, and 1879, nil; 1880, £11 Us.; 1881, nil.
lestimomals, ml. Arrears—A member in debt to tbe Society fifty-two weeks deprives himself of membership—be is struck off
mo/TY, , ^ °£ “^aeomett for year 1877, £25 19s.; 1878, £37 3s. Gd.; 1879, £48 17s. 3d.; 1880, £38 11s. Id ;

ACSOl., &tSx ^3, %Q|

13337. What contributions do your members pay ? 14d. a week.
13338. What are the benefits ?_ A guinea a week when sick for twelve months; 10s. 6d. for tlie next
twelve months, and then 5s., with the option of settling up and getting so much to pay them off.
13339. All the memhers pay one uniform contribution ? Yes, but country members, who do not get the
doctor, pay 4d. a week less.
"
13340. What do you pay your doctor ? £1 per head.
f
13341. Do you pay a chemist? No; he supplies the medicines himself.
13342; That includes medicines as well as attendance ? Tes; wc have to find our own bottles to get the
medicines.
°
13343. Tou cannot tell the Commission what the total value of vour funds is? At the last balance wo
had £1,103 14s. 6d.
'
13344. What amount of funeral donation do yon give ? At the death of a Brother when he has passed
his noviciate we give the wife £30, and if he is over five years a member, £35.
1334.5. Have you a Widow and Orphan Eund ? It is included iu that.
13346, Do you give any additional sum to this ? No, that is the full amount.
What do you pay to your memhers in case of the death of the wife ? In case of the death of a
wife £12 is paid to the Brother.
13348. Do I understand you to say that this £1,103 is the fund of your own private Lodge ? It is, of our
own private Lodge.
iooKn £an yi°U
wliat funds ttie ot,ier Branches have got P No, I do not know anything about it.
i Qotvi TL 1ouS bas your Society been established in Maitland ? Since July C, 1863.
inpro TT° y0U make mnny uew members ?
Sometimes wo might get six in the half-year.
■
13do2. Have you lost many members ? We have lost some who allowed themselves to get bad on the
looro arra
. v0 . ^ 1:0 expel some in cases of drunkenness and things of that sort.
lJ3o3. I.he Society is confined to members of your Church only ? Yes.
13354. Up to a certain ago ? From eighteen to forty-five.
'
13355. How are your funds invested ? We have £150 lent on mortgage; all the rest of our money is in
the Savings Bank, except a small current account,
13356. To the credit of Trustees on account of the Society ? Tes.
13357.
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‘ 13357. Are your Secretary and Treasurer paid? The Secretary is.
Mr.Cr.M».b*r.
13358. "What is his salary ? £20 a year,
13359. Does he give a bond o£ fidelity to the Society p I do not think it has ever been required.
19 July, 1882.
133G0. Does the Treasurer give a bond ? No.
133U1. Have you had any defalcations or misappropriations of money by any of the members of the
Society ? Hot during my connection with tho Society.
.
13362. Do you consider the amount paid by the members is sufficient to ensure all tho benefits your
Society provides ? I think it is sufficient tho way we are going on; we are making money every year,
notwithstanding that we pay every call npon us at the first meeting.
13363, No portion of your funds is spent for any purpose but that which is provided for by the by-laws ?
No, none whatever.
13364. What would be the average ages of the members of your Branch ? Wc have a great many
young men, and seven or eight old men that have been members since the establishment; if they were
left out tlie average would be thirty or thirty-five,
13365. What is the Society principally composed of? There is scarcely a miner in our Lodge; principally
tradesmen in the town and farmers’ sons round the district.
13366; Do all the members of the Society who happen to be sick or to have mot with an accident
participate in the benefits ? All the members after they are twelve months in the Society, up to which
time they are only considered as novices.
13367. What X wish to know is whether members who are better off in life participate? They have as
much right to have it as others.
13368. And they take it ? And they take it as a matter of fact.
13369. Are you in favour of a uniform contribution being paid by members of Friendly Societies ? Tes,
]. think it is a very good thing; it has worked very well in our Society.
13370. Do you approve of young and old paying alike ? That is a question that requires more
consideration than 1 have been able to give to it; X think there should be some difference.
13371. Then you favour the principle of a graduated scale of payments ? I do.
13372. According to age ? According to age.
■
13373. Where does your Branch hold its meetings ? St. John’s School, West Maitland.
i oofr41' 5° y0U
rent' ^e. ^ave liad tie free use of i,: from the Bishop, it being a Catholic school.
13375. Have you or your Society taken advantage of the A.ct to recover arrears of contributions from
.your members? If they let themselves go bad on the books for twelve months we strike them off • we
do not sue them.
’
13376. Tou do not approve of that provision ? No, we do not.
.
13377. And you are of opinion that the amount of contribution paid by your members is sufficient to ensure
the payment of all benefits provided for by your by-laws ? Yes, we are in a position to pay anything
likely to come against us for some time.
i j
j
n
13378. Have you read the Friendly Societies Act? I have not.
13379. Have you or your Society or its officers laboured under any disadvantage arising from that!Act, as
far as you know ? Not that I am aware of; we have not had any trouble.
b
1
13380. Have yon any suggestions to make to the Commission for the good working of Friendly Societies ?
Only m that matter you referred to, in reference to graduated scales.
13381. Would you he in favour of a public officer being appointed by the Government to investigate and
inspect the cooks of Societies once a year P Yes.
13382. All Societies? All Societies, to keep them up to the mark.
13383. Mr. Langley.] Do you know that the investment of money on mortgage is illegal? No I do not
think it is.
o o
o
t
13384 Mr Abigail.] Are you aware that the 32nd clause of Part III of the Act makes it imperative
that the Treasurer shall give a bond ? I am not aware of it.
13385. Can you say whether your Society has made any progress in its funds for the last five years P
J
Yes, considerable.
13386. Can you give us the amount ? We have made about £400 during the last five years.

|
' j*
. j kJ

*

t-

Mr. Michael. Murray sworn and examined:—
13387. President..] What Society do you represent? St. John’s Guild, West Maitland.
Mr. U.
Murray.
13388. What office do you hold? Bursar or Treasurer.
13389. How long have you been a member ? The Society was established on 6 July, 1863, aud I joined
19 July, 1882.
two or three years afterwards.
13390. You are the same Branch as Mr. Maher ? Tes.
13391. What amount of money has been received during the past five years ? I have not that, but I will
make it up and send it you.
.
13392. I suppose there is uo special informationyou can give the Commission in reference to the working
ot your Society? I do not know; the Society works very well; it is in a safe and sound position.
°
13393. And you are of opinion that the contributions are sufficient to ensure all the benefits your rules
provide? I think so; yes.
J
13394. How do you settle matters of dispute between the members and officers ? We never have any
disputes.
J
13395. But you make provision in your rules P If an officer transgressed, he would be brought before
the Council the same as any other member.
13396. And their decision is final? If there was a case that there was any difficulty about, they could
call the past and present Councils together.
J
13397. There is no appeal beyond that? Not unless they went to the Law Courts.
13398. Do you approve of the officers of Societies taking the members to the Law Courts to recover
arrears of contributions? No, we never do that; if a member allows his contributions to go for twelve
months he is no longer a member of the Guild ; we never go to law about contributions.
13399. Do all your members before initiation undergo a medical examination ? Tes.
18400. Do you think the examination is sufficient to ensure the Society against fraud ? I was ot one
486—3 A
time

\
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Mr. M.
Murray.

time of opinion that the doctors were not careful, but I believe our present doctor Is very careful: he
]jag rej0Cted some. I know one he rejected, and in fact two, and one went to another doctor, and was
■
accepted for the Oddfellows. We have had doctors who were very careless.
.
19 July, 1882.13401. Do you favour the principle of permitting a man to join more than one Society, and to receive
benefits from more than one? Well, I should like to cousider before giving an opinion ; I do not know
that there is anything wrong in it if tho man pays his subscription to all.
13402, But suppose he is a working-man receiving 30s. a week, and can receive four or five guineas a
week when ill, is ho likely to get well soon ? That is it—it might lead to fraud; but if be were an honest
man he could not do this.
_
13403. Would it not open the door to a great deal of fraud and danger? It would, but it could not he
practised without the connivance of the medical officer.
13404. But could not they sham rheumatism or sciatica ? They might do that.
13405. Do you think it would bo better to fix tlie amount members should be entitled to receive by
statute ? I do not know I am sure, but I think it would; but at the same time it would be a hardship to
a man to pay tbe full amount if he did not get the amount back again.
13406. It would be fairer to the Societies, would it not ? I think it would. ^
134i07. Has your Society suffered from disabilities under the present Act? No, not to my knowledge.
1340S. Do you think tho Act affords all the security and protection that the members and Societies have
a right to expect at the hands of the State? I am not very conversant with the Act, and cannot say
anything about it.
13409. Ton have no suggestions to make? No.
13410. Mr. Newland^] Have you been a member of any other Society ? No.
_
13411. Mr. Abigail^] Are you aware that you are acting in contravention of the Act in not taking a bond
from the Treasurer ? I am not conversant with the Act. I was never asked for a bond; if I had been
I would have given it.

'

Mr. William Low Kidd sworn and examined:—
Mr. W.L. 13412. President!] You are a member of the Sons of Temperance? Yes, No. 5, Sons of Temperance.
Kidd.
13413. How long have you been Secretary ? Three months at present, but I have been Secretary before
at different times.
19 July, 1882.13414. What nnmber of memhers have you ? About ninety just now.
13415. Is that the largest number you have had ? Oh no, we have had as many as 150.
13416. What has been tbe cause of the decrease in tbe number of members ? I can hardly say; there
have been a few left lately through a dispute in the Division; but a good many leaving the district is tho
principal cause.
13417. Many through breaking their pledge ? Yes, a few in that way.
13418. A number getting in arrears ? Yes.
13419. Have you admitted many new members in the last twelve months ? No, very few the last two or
three years.
13420. What is the value of your funds ? About £390.
13421. Wbat have you paid for sick pay during the last year ? £65 3s.
_
_ _ _
13422. What was paid on account of doctor and chemist during that time? The members in our Division
contribute 6s. 6d. a quarter for those registered to bis list, and it is paid to him.
13423. What was paid to him by those registered ? I do not think it is here; there havebeen disputes
in tbe hills, and they have not been settled. I cannot tell the Commission that.
13424. What contributions do the members pay r 6d. a week, not including the doctor.
13425. And what benefits do you give to members ? 20s. a week for thirteen weeks, 15s. for the next
thirteen, 10s. for the next twenty-six, and 7s. Gd. during the remainder of the sickness.
13426. And what funeral donations ? £20; and £10 on the death of a member’s wife.
13427. Wbat have you paid during the last twelve months for deaths ? That is paid from the General
Kuneral Fund.
_
13428. Is your Division in the Funeral Fund now? Not at present. (See Mr. Asher's evidence, anted)
13429, Do you know why they have not rejoined the fund ? There was a dispute as to the amount of the
levies, and we were suspended.
.
13430. What did you pay ? It was Is., hut was increased to Is. 4d., and it is now Is. 6d.
13431. Tliat is a sort of insurance ? Yes.
‘
13432. What is the nature of the dispute? It arose through the levy being increased to Is. 4d.; our
Division thought they had no authority to do that, and refused to pay it.
13433. But would not the constituted authorities bo the best judges as to whether it was necessary to
increase the fund ? Yes, but tbe members held that they bad no right to increase it without a vote of
the National Division.
13434, And was it increased without a vote of the highest body of the Order ? Yes.
13435. Then the National Division did not give power to the Board to do this ? No, though it was after
wards legalized.
13436, But has not the executive body certain powers ? They have now.
13437. But had they not prior to this dispute ? No.
13438. Then if the fund was getting so low that it would not meet the demands upon it, would they not
have power— ? They had not at the time; it was provided that the levy should bo increased by the
National Division.
_
_ _
13439. How often does the National Division meet ? Every twelve months, and this occurred within
three months of the meeting.
•
18440. What was the result of tins split ? Well, the disruption does not exist, but there havc been no
terms made with tbe Funeral Fund, and the levies have not been paid up, so the Division has to insure its
own members now.
13441. Do they prefer that? I do not know, but they came to the conclusion that it would be cheaper
to do it.
13442. Do you think it would be cheaper? Our experience proves that it would have been; we have
only averaged one death a year, and our contributions would be £30 in the year.
13443.
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13443. Do you not as a man of business, and having some knowledge of finance, know that you could not
L.
insure the lives of ninety members, themselves aud the wives also having a collateral risk, for Is 6d. each
Kidd,
per quarter? I know it could not be done if the members were to remain in the Division, but tbe fact of
^
a great many paying in and then leaving is what lias kept this Division as well as many others.
IS) July, 1882.
13444. Do you think it would be possible for you to make a better investment of your funds, either in
your Division or in some other way, to secure these payments at death for Is. 6d. per quarter ? I do not
know that we could; we complained of tho heavy tax for supporting the Grand Division of this District
as well, Is. per quarter, and we object to pay that without getting anything for it.
13445. What do you get for that ? Nothing at all.
13446. Is no provision made for your members travelling ? Well, there is a clearance, and that is all
the benefit obtained from belonging to the Grand Division.
13447, But you do get a great advantage from the funeral fund ? Yes.
1344S. Would there be so much objection to tbe payment of this Is. Gd. to the funeral fund as to the Is.
a quarter to the Grand Division ? No.
13449, And yet the members took exception to the raising of the fund ? Well, it was tbe way it was done;
there was some unpleasantness about it,
13450. What was the final upshot of it ? The members eamc to an understanding and came back again.
13451. Did you resort to the Law Courts to decide the dispute ? Yes.
13452. What position did the members take who took exception to the levies ? They attended the
meetings of the Division, but they declined to pay tlie levies, and the other parties held meetings and
deposed the Trustees that had been appointed, and we brought an action to set aside the Trustees.
13453. What was the result of the action ? It was withdrawn.
13454. Why ? The Judge did not seem to understand the case; he told us he could not understand it.
13455. Who was the Judge ? I think it was J udge Dowling.
13456, And ho nonsuited you ? I think ho was going to do so, when our solicitor asked for leave to with
draw tho case.
13457. How were the costs paid ? We paid our own costs.
13458. Out of your own pockets ? No, out of the Division funds.
13459. By whose authority was it drawn ? By the officers.
13460. And paid by the Trustees ? No, it did not pass through the hands of the Trustees.
13461. Do you not think that was a misappropriation of the money ? We were advised by Mr, Brown,
solicitor, of Newcastle, that it was not.
13462. Had you any misgivings on the matter ? No, it was talked over and we took his opinion.
13463. But the Division bad no funds ? Yes.
13464. But the funds could not become the property of' those who seceded from the Division P It was
taken by the officers.
13465. But did not the funds belong to the Division and not to those who seceded ? Yes, but we were
advised that we were the Division.
13466. Did the constitutional party take any steps to recover the money ? No.
134'67. Who paid the costs on the other side ? I do not know; I cannot speak for that.
'
13468. "Wliat were the costs paid by the Society ? £9 7s,
13469. Were there any funds in the hands of the parties afterwards ? Yes.
13470. What amount ? I think the sum of £3 or £4 had been handed over.
13471. Then there actually were two Divisions existing for a time ? Yes.
'
13472. Did you hold separate meetings ? Yes, on the regular night, and continued to do so all along;
n
mootings of the Division; the first meeting I went to attend and was refused admission.
134/3. Did your attorney advise you as to the course you took ? Yes.
13474. You did not appeal to the higher Courts of the Order in the case that was in dispute t I wrote
drawing the attention of the Most Worthy Scribe or Secretary to the Tunoral Fund, and asking that tlie
case should go to arbitration, but there was no reply.
T3Ut; W^mf ^as ^'e T10®^011 ? Whether the Funeral Fund Board had the right to increase the levy.
13476. But would it not have been better to have paid the amount and then have appealed than to have
created a division and disruption ? The members said that if they did anything of that kind they would
never get it back.
jo
j
13477. Do you know you have saved anything by it ? I do not know that we have.
13478. Have you not created a bad feeling, and spent your money and got nothing in return ? I do not
know that there has been any bad feeling.
13479. It you sue a person to a Law Court, it is not likely to create a feeling of friendship between tbo
parties r No, but we only sued them iu their official positions.
13480. Then yon have not got anything by the action you took in the matter of secession ? No
13481. Do you think on reflection that it would have been better to have taken the other course and paid
the money under protest ? It might have been; but one great reason was that we had a general Funeral
1 uud in this district for years and never paid more than Is. to it, and we were saving money every year
having £700 in hand.
J
J J
>
13482. What became of this large fund ? It was distributed amongst the various Divisions.
13483. At the time you speak of the Divisions were in a more healthy state than now ? Yes.
13484. With a larger number of members ? Yes.
13485. And consequently a larger revenue than now ? Yes.
JT*,? ^lorial and Grand Divisions arc the Supreme Courts in connection with the Order? Yes
13487. All tho laws and constitutions emanate from the National Division ? Yea.
’
13488. And are all subordinate Divisions bound by these laws ? Yes.
13489. You have liberty to appeal to these Courts if you have a grievance ? Yes.
>
13490. If you are not satisfied with the first investigation have you a right of appeal ? We can appeal
to the National Division from the Grand Division.
11
13491. You can appeal from the Subordinate Division to the Grand, and then to the National Division P
JL Go.

*

13492. Is their decision final ? Yes.
13493. Is this the first case that bas been brought before the Law Courts in Newcastle in connection with
your Division r I believe so.
13494. You have no recollection of any other case ? No.
.
13496
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Mr. w. L. 13495. Do you summon your members for non-payment of arrears ? We never have done.

13496. You are aware that there is a provision in the Act giving you power to do it. xes.
Kidd.
/’""•'“■"N 13497. But you never have done it? No.
,
tv • ■
d -v
19 July, 1882. 134,98. Have you had any cases of defalcation in connection with your Division ? Xes.
13499. To what extent ? Nearly £20.
13500. How long ago ? About six or seven years ago.
13501. Who was it? The Financial Scribe.
, ^ ^
4.1.
+ ■
13502. What steps were taken to deal with him ? The case was entrusted to three Brothers to investigate,
and I was appointed to act for him, and it was in furnishing returns to the Becording Scribe tliat I
detected the fraud. It was remitted to three Brothers to compare tho pence cards with the hooks, and
this was the amount brought out; he gave a promissory note in payment of this, and the money was paid.
13503. That is the only case you know of ? That is the only case 1 know 01.
13504. Do tho Secretaries and Treasurer of your Division give any bond or guarantee. JNo. ^
13505. Has that always been tbe practice? I think a bond has been taken on several occasions a few
years ago, but it has been discontinued.
13506.

■, o

T -l- i u •

Is your Lodge well managed and well couducted ? I think it is.

■

13507. Do you think it is right to refrain from taking bonds from the Secretary and Treasurer ? It
would certainly be better to have a bond.
, 9
T
13508. Do you not know that the Act provides that there shall be a bond or guarantee. Yes, I know it
13509 Do vou pay your Secretary and Treasurer ? The Secretaries are paid, the Eecording Scribe £2
a quarter, and the Financial Scribe £1 10s.; and the Treasurer has been allowed 10s. a quarter for
travelling: expenses on oue occasion.
^ mL
13510. Do all candidates prior to initiation undergo a strict medical examination , They are supposed to.
13511. But do they ? AVe have to take the doctor’s word for it.
13512. Do you believe the examination is sufficiently searching ? No, I do not, because there arc mem
bers who are scarcely ever off the funds after they are admitted,
o * 1 o v
j.
13513 Do you approve of persons being permitted to be members of more than one Society. les, to a
certain extent 1 would not approve of them joining four or five, and receiving payment from each oi them
13514. Do you think it would be prudent to alloiv a man to belong to more than two Societies . JNo, 1
think the sick pay should not amount to more than £2 a week.
.
_ . , .
., ,,
13515 Do you think that the amount paid by your memhers at present is sufficient to secure all the
benefits your by-laws provide ? 1 think it is rather small. AVe had a proposal to amend the by-laws, and
it would have been increased but for this dispute.
,,,,,,
,
1
13516 Do you think that in a Society providing a funeral donation of £20 on tho death of a member and
£10 oil the death of tho wife, with 20s. a week sick pay, 6d. a week is sufficient to secure all these
payments ? I think it is too small, and that there should he a small addition made to it.
13517. Are you not sure the amount is too small ? I believe it is too small.
.
13518. AVhat are your Divisions principally composed of? A few colliers, but principally tradesmen I
13519. Have you paid any attention to the sickness and accident that the memhers of the different bodies
are more liable to—what class are most liable to accident and sickness ? I do not know ; there are two
members who have been the greatest drag on our Division, one suffering from sciatica, and the other trom
asthma and rheumatism.
13520. AVhat are their occupations? One is a miner, and the other a stonemason.
13521. You have not found the mining portion of the memhers of your Society have been more subject to
accident than others ? No, we have had a fewr of them, hut I do not think they have drawn more than a
fair share of sick pay.
.
,
,
,
1 1 ■
tt*
a
13522. You could not form any accurate opinion from the number you have had in your Division. Jno,
I do not think so.
,
.
.
13523. Are you a member of any other Society ? No other Friendly society.
13524. You have been a good many years connected with this Society ? Yes, about fourteen years.
13525. Have you quarterly or half-yearly returns made out ? Quarterly.
13526. Are the Auditors appointed by the Division ? Yes.
13527. Are there two or three ? Two.
,,
,,,
,
13528. Are the quarterly reports submitted to a meeting? To a summoned meeting of the members.
13529. And adopted by the meeting ? Yes.
T
13530. Do you furnish annual returns to the Begistrar ? I do not know whether it has been done, i
have not occupied the position since they were required.
,
13531. AVould you he iu favour of the Government appointing officers to visit and investigate the books
and vouchers of Friendly Societies every year ? I believe it would he a good thing if it were done. 1
know a good many memhers are very lax in spending money, but are willing to pay away a donation
towards any charitable purpose.
13532. How is your money invested ? In tlie Savings Bank.
13533. You have no freehold property ? No freehold property.
.
.
, „ • ji
13534. Has your Division suffered any inconveuieuce from any imperfection m the present rnendly
Societies Act ? I am not aivare that it has.
'
j. *1. *. ■
1
13535. Have you any suggestions to make to the Commission in tho shape ot amendments that might be
useful ? No, I am not prepared to suggest anything at present. I have had no time to think over the
matter so as to make any suggestions. •
, ,
m
*4.1
13536. Mr. Zanqley.\ In the case of this dispute, I understand you to say you wrote to some officer with
regard to the suspension of your Lodge ? Yes.
T1
t
4
13537. Have you received any reply to the present time ? I do not remember now, but 1 know 1 wrote
aa directed by the Division, protesting against that, and asking that the ease should he put to arbitration,
but there was no response to that while I was acting as Secretary.
13538. Has there ever been any reply since then ?

No, not in reference to that.

13539. Then in a matter such as that, do you not think it would he well that some arrangement should be
made by which a Board of Arbitration, composed of members of different Societies, could deal with questions
such as yours ? Yes, I believe so ; wc were willing that that should be done in this case, and we thought
it should be done.
13S4°-

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

373

13540. Then you think the appointment of a Board such as I suggest would be advantageous to yourselves 1
L
and to other Societies ? 1 believe it would, if the members of the Board were acquainted with the work
ing of Friendly Societies.
_
....
, iq ink- iflS2
13541. Mr. Abigail.] How long had you been paying to the Funeral Fund ? I think we joined it at the
J*
'
time it was started, about 1876.
^
13542. Could you tell the amount you had paid to them altogether? Kb, I could not.
13543. Had you received more than you had paid ? No, I believe not.
_
_
13544. Then as a matter of fact you gave up a benefit; the Division surrendered a benefit in taking the
position they did ? Yes, but we were suspended—we did not withdraw.
_
13545. You did not comply with the rules of the Funeral Fund? Not in reference to the matter in
dispute wo did not; we paid what we considered their legal levy up to date.
_
13546. Can you state the reason this dispute was not taken before .liistices of the Peace, according to tho
14lh clause? We were advised that it would have to be taken before the District Court.
13547. Mr. Smith.] I understood you to say that, ifit were not for certain circumstances—large numbers
. of persons joining your Society aud leaving again—the Division, would have collapsed ? I believe most of
our Societies would; most of them depend ou that,
13548. That is your espericnce ? Yes, it is.
_
13549. Then, that being the case, it is a fact that they are not based on a proper basis ? No, I believe not,
13550. Mr. Hohhworth.] Are not the Grand Division representatives elected by thesubordinateDivisions?
Yos.
.
.
13551. Then have you not the remedy in your own hands if they do not do you justice? 'We have to a
certain extent, hut all who have passed the Chair are entitled to a chance of election to the Grand
Division, and they can go on their own account and can carry anything against the wishes of the Division.
13552. President^] Your Division is the oldest in the Hunter Biver District ? Yes.
. _ _
13553. Aud has the largest number of members eligible for representation in tbe Grand Division ? I do
not know if it has that,
_
13554. There are a larger number of Fast "Worthy Patriarchs? Well, 1 think there are a good number.
13555. There are a large number eligible for election ? Yes.
13556. No person can represent the Division unless elected ? They must be elected.
13557. So the power of representation is in the hands of the subordinate Divisions? Yes.
13558. If they disapproved of their action ? They could reject them at the next annual election.
13559. You are aware that no member of the Division who passes the Chair has any right to go to the
Grand Division unless elected by the subordinate Division ? 1 know they have not, though some
members hold that they have.
13560. Do 1 understand that you have unlimited representation? Only those who have passed the Chair,
The members here believe the Grand Division is useless altogether,
13561. You know the Oddfellows have a District Lodge ? Yes,
13562. And a Board of Management as well ? Yes.

Mr. John Thorn sworn and examined :—
13563. President.] What Society are you a member of ? The Sons of Temperance, Day Dawn Division, Mr. X Thom.
13564. How long have you been a member? T could not say.
19 July, 1882.
13565. How is your Society worked at present? It works very badly—tbe expenses are loo great. For
the first six or seveu years the Division worked well—they accumulated about £500 ; but the last five,
six, or seven years it bas been going back, and the consequence is that the working expenses are so heavy
with the Grand Division and the Funeral Fund, and the expenses of tho officers of the Division have
been so great, that I believe it is reduced now to three hundred odd pounds. There must be something
radically wrong when the expenses are so high and the contributions are going back.
,
13566, Fou had a larger number of members then, liad you not? We had about-one hundred and odd
members.
_
13567. Had you 150 members ? I do not think wc ever had that; now we have ninety odd,
13568. Would not that make a great difference in the income ? Yes, but then wc had the risk of the sick.
13569. But you would have a larger income ? Yes.
13570. What is the heavy expense you complain of ? The first thing is that we have to pay Is. a quarter
to the Grand Division,
13571. AVhat advantage do you get for that ? None whatever; wc do not get any assistance from them
whatever.
_ _
13572. Suppose your members leave tbe District, is the fact of their belonging to the Grand Division of
no service ? They might get a clearance, but that might bo done without having a Grand Division.
13573. But is not that an advantage
_ to the members ? If it could be done by their own Division I do
not see that it is.
'
_
13574. But if you were leaving the District, do you think the members would be glad to receive you, an
old member, without a certificate ? They could have it from tbe Division hero.
13575. But the Division cannot grant a clearance ? Well, I do not see why we should pay Is. a quarter
simply for that purpose.
13576. Do you not think it would be an inconvenience if they could not get a clearance? Well, I think
it would if they could not get it somewhere, but it could be worked by the clearance coming from the
Lodge.
13577. AVhat is done with tho Is. a quarter ? They do not tell us.
13578. AVhat funds have the Grand Division got ? I do not think they have any ; I have never heard
them say.
‘
1.3579. What does the Grand Division pay to the National Division? I do not know; I could not tell
you ; it cannot be a great deal, because No. .1 Grand Division is 3d. a quarter capitation, and ours is Is.
13580. Is not that matter fixed by the representatives sent by the subordinate Divisions ? Ales, but they
often represent themselves and not the Division.
13581. Has not the Division the power in its own hands ? Yes, but there are certain officers who have
the right to be there; they caunot prevent them going, but they need not pay them.
13582.
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Mr. J. Tliom. 13582. With reference to the representatives, you are aware that the Constitution provides that the
representatives should be confined to Worthy Patriarchs and Past "Worthy Patriarchs elected by the
19 July, 1SS2. Divisions'!’ Yes, they are elected at the end of the year, then they can go ; then you have an election
tho next October, and they are generally all elected.
13588. Has not the .Division the power of saying wc will not send anybody p They do not elect them to
send them, but simply as members ; if not elected, then they could not go at all, but if elected yon could
not prevent them from taking their seats.
135S4. Is it not in the power of the Society itself to make its annual choice of representatives in October
of those who are qualified to represent them ? Yes, quite so.
13585. That is the only election that takes place? Yes, hut if you want to send a delegate you have to
elect him extra.
13586,. If the law is as you say, is not tho power entirely in the hands of the members ? No doubt
about it.
13587. And could not the majority of members express their dissatisfaction at its representatives if they
imposed a higher rate of levy than was necessary ? Yes, certainly they could.
13588. So if there was a large proportion of members in each Division who were dissatisfied with the
heavy capitation, the matter could be cured by the representatives of the Division being noth drawn ?
Yes.
13589. Do you know what the benefits are? Yes.
13590. And you know that they are similar to what other Societies give ? Yes.
13591. Have you any suggestions to offer to the Commission ? Nothing particular.
13592. Have you any special matter you would like to bring under the notice of the Commission ? No,
not particularly. 1 know that if Societies work like ours, it is impossible for them to stand.
13593. What have been the working expenses last year? Well, reckoning the National, Grand, and
other expenses, they have been more than the sick benefits we have paid.
13594. Do you know the amount paid last year for sick pay ? I could not tell you.
13595. Do you know the amount paid by your Division to the [Funeral Fund ? There has been none ;
there has been a dispute, but before that we paid Is. to the Grand Division, and Is. 4d. to the National
Division. That was what caused the dispute, as when members asked what was done they could get no
satisfaction out of it.
■
13596. Do you get no balance-sheet ? I do not think so; there is a sort of report, but I do not think
there is a balance-sheet.
13597. Mr. Langley.Do the majority of members in your Division think they have been fairly treated in
this dispute ? They do not.
'
13598. That is the opinion of the majority ? It is the opinion of the majority that the dispute would not
have arisen had the other party in any way given way a little so as to get a little satisfaction.
13599. Is there any probability of arrangements being made by which the members of your Division can
again participate in the benefits of this funeral fund ? I think so, if there is any fair settlement, but if
they have got to pay such an enormous amount of money aud contributions, in a few years they will be
like other Divisions in the districi, broken up.
13600. Have you taken any steps recently to bring about a reconciliation ? There has been some com
munication both to the National Division and to the Grand Division, hut they have not come to any settle
ment yet.
.
13601. Mr. Abigail.'] Where is this Grand Division situated ? In the Northern District.
13602. It is composed of representatives of the Northern District alone ? Yes.
13603. It is not controlled in any way by the Sydney people ? Not that I know of.
13604. Can you tell us whether it is a rule to pay their representatives to be present ? Oh yes ; they
elect the members in October; these can go without being sent, but if they want to send a delegate they
pay him so much.
■
13605. ’That is the Division does ? Yes.
13606. Hut does the Grand Division ? I could not tell you.
13607. You caunot say whether this money is distributed in this way? I could not say.
13608. Did you take up this position in the dispute, that you did not know how the money was spent ?
We say that every subordinate Division is supposed to pay its delegates if they send them, so what other
expenses they incur we know nothing about.
13609. There is no doubt about the dispute having punished both parties ? No doubt about it.
13610. Do you know the total cost ? I could not tell.
13611. It has all been paid out of funds subscribed for sick and funeral benefits ? Some has, I believe,
that of our side, though I opposed that.
’
13612, You believe it to be wrong to pay this money in law costs? I believe money subscribed for tho
sick should be kept for that alone, aud that any money spent otherwise is illegally voted.
.
13613. Mr. Holdsworlh.] Can you tell me whether it is the practice to pay your members for every little
thing they do ? For a good many things they do.
13614. Are you aware that in all other Friendly Societies it is the practice for nearly all the work to be
done without payment ? I could not tell you.
13615, Does the Treasurer give any bond ? I could not tell yon ; he is supposed to, but I could not Say
whether he does or not.
13616. You know that the Act provides that it is necessary ? Yes.
13617. Then is itnot a part of your duty to see that it is done ? Yes, hut what can onedo ; we have
called attention to it. I know it should be done, but no not know whether it has been done in the present
case.
13618. And no action was taken when you called attention to it ? I do not know about this Treasurer.
The Commission then adjourned until
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MONDAY, 24 JULY, 1882.
present:—

' FRANCIS ABIGAIL,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GREVTLLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

Esq.,

M.P.,

in the

Chaih.

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
P. H. HOLDSWOETH, Esq.,
E. J. HHBIE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.

v

Mr. Henry Cox Colyer sworn and examined :—
13619. Chairman^] You are a solicitor? A solicitor.
Mr. H. C.
13620. Hare you any recollection of being consulted in connection witli Lodge 25, Protestant Alliance, in
Colyer.
tbe matter of a misappropriation of tbeir funds? Yes, I find I was consulted in March, 1880.
13G21, Will you state to tbe Commission the grounds of the consultation? I am afraid it is too far 24 July, 1882,
back, and being to a certain extent in a friendly way-----13G22. Were you consulted in a friendly way? Yes ; that is, without any intention of my carrying out
any proceedings. I gave the Trustees distinctly to understand that I would not go into a Criminal Court.
13623. Well, just the particulars, if you please? On 17th March I wrote to one J. C. Pettit a letter in
these terms:—
Mr. ,T. Pettit, G-OTerament Stores, Queen’s Wharf,

■

Sir,

128, Eliavbeth-st.reet, 17 March, 1880.

I have received instructions from the Trustees of the No. 25 Lodge of the P.A.P.S. of Australasia, of which you
were recently tho Secretary, to communicate with you respecting the deficiency in your accounts, amounting to not less than
£150, and to {jive you notice that unless something satisfactory be received from you not later than Monday ncit unpleasant
proceedings will ensue.
*
Yours truly, "
H. C. COLYER.

13624. Did you receive any reply to that ?
To H, C. Colyer, Esq., 128, Elizabeth-street.

Y’es, on 20th March, in these terms:—

1

Sir,

Gannon’s Forest, 20 March, 1SS0.
Iu reply to yours of 17th, I hog to state 1 am of opinion tliat every Master of No. 25 Lodge, P.A.F. S.A., and
two of the Trustees have held tliat position, have acted contrary to Rule 144 of the Registered Rules of that Society, inas
much as mauy members have been allowed to contribute less than Is. per week, and the Trustees now attempt to make me
answer for their and the Lodge’s negloct, although I had my hooks (Inly audited before I left office, now over two years,
ago. Having been referred to Rule 182, I refer them to Rules 144, 122,132, 121, and 134, and as their action has not been’
ordered by the Lodge, 1 hold them liable for any steps they have or may take against me.
,
I am, Ac.,
J. C. PETTIT.

13625. Did you make any other communication ?
I wrote tho following letter:—

I saw the Trustees in the meantime, and as the result

Mr. J. C. Pettit, Government Stores, Queen’s Wharf.
Sir,
12S, Elizahoth-strcet, 28 March, 1880.
_1 beg to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 20th instant, which I laid before tlie Trustees yesterday. 1 carefully
referred with them to all the Rules to winch you called my attention, hut can find nothing in any of them to help you out
of your present dilemma. Hoping you will reconsider the matter before next Tuesday, and not compel the Trustees to pro
ceed against you,—
I am, Ac.,
,
H. O. COLYER.

I find I received a reply to that, and 1 suppose I handed it over to the Trustees. There was
evidently something impertinent in it, because X have so marked it. The only other document I have is
the Auditors’ report. I think this must be tbe original; it was no doubt handed to me as part of my
instructions; it is as follows:—
"
Thk Auditors appointed at the summoned meeting of No. 25, held ou Wednesday, tho 4th instant, to investigate the
accounts with alleged discrepancies in the entries in tho various Imoks of the Lodge while Bro. J. C. Pettit was
Secretary, viz., the term from July, 1875, to December, 1877, inclusive, have to report that they commenced tile audit with
a desire to make a thorough investigation into tho accounts, hnt found so many difficulties in tho way, through not having
the whole of the Pence-books, and the extremely careless and improper manner in which the Ledger was kept, that they
had to confine themselves to a comparison of the Ledger, Cash-book, and Minute-book. The two latter, so far as the Cashhook had been kept, agreed to within a very small amount, hut a very great discrepancy has presented itself in the comparison of the Ledger with the Cash and Minute Rooks. In many cases they find that amounts paid by members have been
carried to the total column without being entered in the fortnightly column, that is the proper cash column, and in numlwrless instances the amounts paid by members are entered in the proper column but are not carried out to tho total columns,
consequently they have not been able to make out a correct balance of the Ijcdger, as to do so would necessitate the re
entering of all the amounts, and a comparison of every entry in all the Pence-books, an operation which would occupy two
men for at least a month.
The total amount of the discrepancy reaches £138 Ss. KHd. (ono hundred and thirty-eight pounds eight shillings and
ten-pence half-penny), brit the Auditors have reason to believe that that amount doesnotinelude ail the items lost sight of,
as from a mere cursory glance at a few pages in the Ledger it is found that by omitting to carry the amount paid in to the
proper cash column in that hook, nearly £5 has been found which is not included in the above amount.
As before stated, the Auditors desired to make a careful inspection of the whole of the books from the inauguration of
tlie Lodge, but found the time taken in the investigation would fie far more than could ho spared for the purpose ; but as
there is no reason to suppose that any necessity exists for such an inquiry, no object would be gained by going iu to the
matter.
WM. FOSKBTT.
W: BUCHANAN.
Sydney, 17th February, 1880.
W. B. FOSTER.
J.E., Chairman, 18/2/SO.

I have also another document-----13626. Mr, Grr.vUh'} The date of that if yon please ? 17th February, 1880, and initialled by tlie Chair
man of a meeting, “ 18/2/80, J.P.” I do not know who that is. There is a.paper of accounts here which I
have

'
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have no doubt was made out by the Auditors as.a specimen of what they found; if.it is of any service I
will leave it. (Put in as follows):—

34 July, 18S2.

Date.

24 June

8 July

Ledger--Amount.

1875.
......................
..........................

k

5. A.
28 19 31
10 5 If ■

22
„
.........................
12 August ......................
26
.....................................
9 September..................
23 ................................
14 October.......................
23 .....................................
11 November..................

17
23
15
29
as
15
26

9T\

.......................

10
39
21

I'otal............ .£

285

»

.................... ...

!) December...................

23

„

Extra..

19

Grand tolal.. .£
1876.
13 January.................
27 „
..................
10 February .............
24 „
.................
9 March .................
23 „
.................
13 April ......................
27 ............................
11 May .....................
25 ............................
8 June .....................
22
............................

Extra..

£ S> d.
32 12 101

12

9

0 41
5 0

It

4

3

18
24
17
21
38

13
7
7
3
18
2

1

15 17

4

41

28 10
9 13
10 1
41 0
18 16

71
71
2
0

3

41

13 31
17 51

41
9
3

21

4 54
9

304 13
14
9
24
19
19
40
7
15
30
13
22
44

Total............. .£

19
15
16
10
17
11
11
8
11
1
4
10

11

298 19 lOf

3
8i
0
4f
lOf
4 ’
9
4f
0
9
lOf
6
0
It

271 17 lit

14
,13
22
17
16
50
6
12
21
19
24
42

19
17
10
14
19
13
13
4
9
14
19
10

0
3
6
Ilf
9
0
6
6
7i
0
0
3

264 5

4

.

292 2 lit
13
16
16
21
7
63
18
lo
16
18

4
0
9
0
6
15
1
9
1
14

4i
0
0
G
3t
10i
71s
c
G

12
16
18
20
8
53
17
13
13
17

£ s. d.
18 18 0
24 13 O
49 19 It

Total.............. £

299 13 5t

15 0

H

3
4
15
1
17
4
7
10
7
18

6
0
3
3
9
4f
5
2
LOf
6

Ledger -Amount.

1876—continued.
29 November..................
13 December......... ........
27 „
......................

3
H

8

20 5 0

Grand total,. .£
13 July .....................
27 ...........................
10 August .................
24 „
..............
6 September.............
20
„
.................
4 October.................
18
„
.................
1 November.............
15 „
..................

8

9 7±

DutC-

Receipt-—Amount,

Extra......

16 9

7i

Grand total... £

316 3

1

1877.
10 January......................
27 „
......................
7 February ..................
21 „
......................
7 March ......................
21
„
......................
4 April ......................
18 .................................
2 May
......................
16 „
......................
30 „
......................
13 June
.......................
27 „
.......................
Total.............. £
Extra......
Grand total... £
11
25
8
22
5
19

July ..........................
„
..........................
August ......................
.................................
September..................
„
...................
3 October......................
17
„
.......................
31
..............................
14 November..................
28
...............................
12 December ..................
26
..............................

13
2
12
2
2
0
2
7
13
16
15
G
1

9
0
7i
lit
2
11
8f
6
0
6
0
6
10

262 17

5t

13
12
. 14
12
21
47
13
17
16
23
7
18
45

£
17
15
46

s. d.
8 9
12 0
5 6

270 1C 4
............

.

15
11
11
12
18
46
11
17
19
22
6
14
50

0
18
9
6
7
17
4
15
6
0
0
11
8

9
7t
It
1
9
G
5
0
4f
0
0
4
4

257 5

3t

38 16 4t
301 13 10
11
19
13
15
18
58
17
13
17
16
23
15
54

15
8
15
15
9
4
8
5
0
0
6
11
3

6
6
6
9
10
4f
0
3

0
104
G
9
lot

Total.......£

294 1G 24

Extra...........

34 4 6

Grand total....£

Receipt —A rnou nt.

12
18
17
23
12
55
10
15
12
18
14
18
43

1
12
0
0
11
3
2
10
1
12
6
14
3

£270 18

0 .
6
3

1
0
It

9
3
0
6

3
0
6

at

329 0 8t

13627. Chairman.'] "When you were consulted by the Trustees, do you remember telling them that they
could not take proceedings against this man ? I am not quite clear, but my impression is that I thought
the by-laws were defective or in conflict with the Act—that is my impression; I think also I told them
they would have to be careful about criminal proceedings, because their books had not been kept in such
a shape as to ensure conviction before a Jury.
13628. You are thoroughly conversant with the Friendly Societies Act? Yes.
13629. And know that the 13th clause of the Second Part makes provision that any one member of a
Society can institute proceedings before two Justices of the Peace? Yes.
'
13630. "Would it not have been a simple matter to have sustained the charges against this man Pettit? I
am only speaking as to my impression. I told them if they took any proceedings they would have to change
their attorney ; but 1 think the ground of my advice that they should not proceed criminally was that ■
their hooks were not kept in such a way as to ensure conviction. I know I have advised that the by-laws
were in conflict with the A.ct in many respects.
13631. Suppose the by-laws were in conflict, you would proceed according to the Act and not according to
the by-laws ? 1 should imagine so.
13632. You have never had any personal conversation with Pettit ? Not, I think, since this matter.
13633. .Supposing their books had not been kept in a thoroughly satisfactory manner, do you think that
would have bad any important effect before a Bench of Magistrates ? 1 think so, judging by the parallel
ease ; when Banks prosecute defaulting officers, they frequently got out of the charge where it is shown
that the books have been badly kept. '
13634. Then in that case the law must be very defective, as it would only be necessary to keep the books
badly ? I! am not speaking of the books of the party charged ; what X mean is that we have found as a
matter of fact in numerous cases, where a man has doubtless been guilty, he has been acquitted from the
facilities offered to him either by bad bookkeeping or any other cause ; and I think the proceedings of
tins Lodge had been so loosely conducted that I thought they would have great difficulty in sheeting the
charge home to him.
13635. Mr. Langleyi] If by documents signed by Pettit it could be shown that he had received moneys
from members, he being Secretary, could it be sustained ? Yes, unless it could bo explained away in
some
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some other way. I would like to remind you that 7 am speaking from memory and very much at Mr- H. C.
random. I am not prepared to say positively that I advised that they could not proceed. ]£ the Colyar.
evidence has been given that I did so advise, I may venture to say that I did, and that I think the grounds '“■'-‘'“"'k
of my advice have been what I have stated.
34 July, 1882.
13636. Mr. Slade!] If the statement was made here that yon had been challenged to proceed, is that the
truth ? That is absolutely false.
13G37. Did you ever receive a communication from Pettit that he was prepared to meet any and every
charge? I think it is quite possible some such expression wag in the letter X alluded to, and which, I
think, I handed over to the Trustees.
Mr. Thomas Stewart sworn and examined :—

Mr.
13638. Chairman!] What Society are you a member of ? The Independent Order of Oddfellows.
T. Stewart.
13639, Where situated ? Marrickville.
13640. When was it established ? I cannot give exactly the date; I think it was October, 1881.
24 July, 1882.
13641. What position do you hold ? Secretary.
13642. How long have you been Secretary ? Since 1st January last.
13643, What is the number of members? Thirty financial at present.
13644. What amount of subscriptions do you pay ? Is. 3d. a week.
13645. What benefits do you allow ? A sick allowance of a pound a week.
13646. Por how long ? I cannot give you the term.
13647. The benefits you give are set forth in your rules ? Yes.
13648. How long have persons to be members before they are entitled to full benefits ? Immediately
they join they are entitled to the benefit of doctor and chemist.
13C49. But to sick pay? I think it is six months.
13650. Not more? Not more.
13651. What Lodge were you connected with at Pyrmont ? A Lodge of the same Order—the Loyal
Pyrmont Lodge it was called.
13652. Were you one of the parties who opened it? No; I was one of those who joined at the opening,
13653. Who opened it ? It was opened by an officer of tbe Oddfellows in Sydney—Garcia his name was.
13654. And what did it cost to open ? I have a list of expenses which I prepared at the time; there was
then no Grand Lodge in Sydney, and we were governed from Melbourne; the amount of the expenses
connected with the opening of the Lodge I copied from the vouchers, and they come to £56 12s.
13655. What is represented by that; have you the items ? Yes, I have all the items ; there are two items
specially, namely, £8 for advertising expended from August 2nd to October 10th, and £19 for bill-posting.
1 produce the following as a Statement of Amounts expended in connection ■with opening of
Loyal Pyrmont No. 14, LO.O.B.:—
Wright, Heaton, & Co., carriage of goods from Melbourne, 10s.; A. Q-rey, making robes, scarfs, collars, aprons,
sashes, &e., £3 8s.; H. Weekes, wig and beard, £1 ]0s. ; W. IT. tTeffricss, spirit lamps, 9s. Gd.; A. Grey, supply of velvet,
linen, tape, lace for regalias, £7 13s. 2id.; J5. Fisher, one felt hat, (is ; P. Lee, drawers, ballot-box, and cartage, £4 49.;
Sydney EreningNeivt, advertising from August 2ndto October 10th, £3; Sydney Tl' rald, advertising from August 2nd to October
lOlh, £3 ; Sydney Telegraph, advertising from August 2nd to October 10th, £2 ; Hordern J . I., tapestry and binding, 15s. Sid-;
cqlfm, £3 ; J. Brown, seal and die, £2 10s.; Ultimo Hail Co., rent from August 4th to September 3rd, £1 16s.; stamps, 14s.;
bible, 17s. 6d.; marbles, 4s, ; paper, 6s.; stationery, 2e.; conveyance of officers on opening night, 19s. Gd.—£37 ns.; printing
posters, &c., £12 and £7 7s.—total, £66 12s. 1 certify that I have copied these amounts from the original accounts,—Thomas
Stewart, Secretary.

13656. So that the posting cost nearly half the total amount? It cost £19 7s. out of a total of £56 12a.,
and the advertising cost from August nd to October 10th.
13657. In what year was that ? This was in 1879.
13658. Do you believe that there was any large over-charge in any of these items ? Well, if there was not
the expenditure was very extravagant, especially the posters and advertising.
13659. Were any legal proceedings taken against you for the payment of any of these? Yes.
13660, By whom ? By the printers ; they sued us for £12 for printing posters ; we disputed the bill on
account of it being extravagant.
13661. What was the issue? They got a verdict, and we had to pay the money, besides the solicitor's
charges.
13662. Did the Lodge plead anything about the registered Constitution ? Yes, we pleaded that we had no
right to pay the money, that the man who incurred the expense should have paid it; but at that lame
we were not in possession of reliable information. I was elected Secretary only a week before this action,
and I wrote to the Grand Secretary in Melbourne on the subject, and ho replied that £5 was all the
amount that could be expended by any man in opening a Lodge, and that was to he repaid subject to its
being passed by the members of the Lodge when it was opened.
'
13663. You had to pay the whole amount F Yes, we had to pay £12 for the posters, and three guineas for
law costs.
13664. Di<l_ anybody swear on that occasion that they had a perfect right to expend any amount of money
in establishing new Lodges ? Yes, the depositions are in the Court now to that effect .
13665. Was it a member of the Order who swore that ? Yes,
13666. And you afterwards found that it was not true ? That it was not legal
13667. Yet you had no cause of action to get a refund ? We had a case, if the members had been willing
to do it, but they would not agree to go to any more expense.
13668. The party who swore that, was it the party who opened the Lodge ? Yes, it was Garcia.
136G9. Do you know of any other Lodge where similar action has been taken? I know there are
other Lodges whore the expenditure has been extravagant, but I do not think there have been any Court
cases over them. I think the Lodges of this Order at Waterloo and Woollahra, and North Shore suffered;
the latter Lodge at present is in difficulties owing to something of the kind.
13670. Being strangled at the commencement by the heavy expenses in opening ? Yes.
13071. And are you of opinion that it is favourable to Societies to adopt such a course ? Not at all, some
are opened and they must be pretty well insolvent to start with; 'a debt of £50, £60, or £70.
13672. What is the condition of that Lodge now ? I could not say; I have joined another Branch of the
same Order.
’
13673.
£8
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Mr.
How loug have you left it? It must bo about twelve months ago.
Stewart. 13673.
18674. What was tbe state of it thou ? They were getting on very well, but there was a kind of ill-feeling
about this expenditure which seemed to drag all through.
.
2* July, 1S82
‘ 13675. How long has the Pyrmont Lodgo been started ? It was opened in 1879.
13676. Have you had any other experience of Friendly Societies but these two ? lSTo.
13677. Have you studied the Friendly Societies Act in a manner to give an opinion upon-it? No, I
cannot say I have.
13678. Ton are Secretary of tbe Lodge, and have been Secretary of the other one ? Yes.
13079. Are you of opinion that a uniform system of bookkeeping should be adopted by all Lodges ? I am.
13680. And would you be in favour of a Government officer examining their accounts occasionally? Yes.
13681. Have you heard of any case where embezzlement of funds has taken place? No, I have not.
13682. Have you known any ease where members have declared themselves sick when they have not
actually been sick ? No, I have not.
13683. Have you had any experience in the attendance of doctors ? Yes, there is something wrong in that
quarter too ; the Lodge doctors generally do not seem to give the attendance required—they attend the
members as if they were receiving nothing for it.
13684. They make a pauper matter of it? Yes, they give the outside people the preference.
13685. But do they not accept responsibilities when they undertake to attend members of the Lodge?
They promise to attend on a member for a certain amount of pay.
13686. And your experience is that they do not fulfil their engagements ? They do not as they should
do, or there would not he so much trouble.
13687. This wig and heard, what is that for ? It is part of the regalia, the initiation ceremony or secret
work.
13688. Mr. Smithy Was the financial condition of the Lodge at Pyrmont such as to create a favourable
impression on its members at the time of your leaving ? Yes, things were improving, hut still I believe
the funds were not as they ought to he.
13689. Hid that have anything to do with your action in leaving ? No, that was through removal from
the District.
13690. What would he about the ages of the members in that Lodge ? The average ages ?
13691. Yes ? I could not say exactly; these are things we do not take a great deal of interest in.
13692. But yon being Secretary and having to go to a considerable amount of work in connection with
the Lodge, would know whether they were young or old members ? They were all ages, hut not above
forty-five.
13693. Was there a large proportion at that age? No; I think they would average about thirty years;
I dare say the majority would be under thirty years ; the Lodge I am in now consists of nearly all young
members from twenty to thirty-five.
13694. What were the occupations of the members of the Lodge at Pyrmont ? They were all working
men with a few engaged in businesses in town, hut very few.
13695. Did the members of that Lodge complain of the action of the doctor in any shape or form ?
Yes, several times ; there arc of course a lot of trivial complaints that need not be brought before the
Lodge at all.
13696. Does the same exist at Marrickville ? We have had some trouble there, hut then wo could not
get another.
13697. Did you call for applications for the office ? Yes, we advertised for tenders.
13698. And did no medical men apply ? No, not one.
13699. And you had to fall back on your old medical officer ? Yes.
13700. At the same rate of pay per member ? 24s. per member per annum, including medicines.
13701. Who is the medical man ? His name is Dr. Tihhits, he is a surgeon I believe and not a physician.
13702. Then you are absolutely forced as a Lodge to continue his services simply because you cannot get
another ? That is it exactly.
■
13703. What rate of contribution do your members pay per week ? Is. 3d. a week.
13704. How is it divided ? For every financial member at the end of each month we allow 2s. Gd. to the
Sick Fund, 2s. a quarter to the Funeral Fund, which is paid to the Grand Lodge, and 9d. per quarter to
the Grand Lodge for incidental expenses.
13705. That is the Management Fund ? Yes, a levy made on us for management.
13706. That is all the charge made on your Lodge by the Grand Lodge? Yes.
13707. There are no levies? The only charge made by the Grand Lodge is 9d. for incidental expenses ;
tlie 2s. for the Buneral Fund is kept for the donations.
13708. How many times has an attempt been made in Marrickville to induce an influx of members by a
reduced scale of initiation fees? It is a recognized thing that we admit them in this way when wo get
fifteen together; if wc can get that number together to join we allow them to join at half-fees.
13709. How often has it occurred in the history of that Lodge ? We have never initiated any at full
fees since I have been in the Lodge.
13710. And since when was that ? Since December last.
13711. And since then you have not initiated any mcmBers at full fees ? No, none.
13712. And how many have you initiated at half-fees f I could not give you the exact number.
13713. But approximately ? I suppose a dozen at the least.
13714. You meet fortnightly ? Yes, wo meet fortnightly.

13715. Do you think persons seeking to become members of your Lodgo wait for the number to be made
up to he admitted at half-fees ? We generally make it a point to get them together if possible.
13716. Then you prefer to initiate a number at half-fees ? Certainly.
13717. Can you point out to the Commission the advantage of that principle over the principle of
initiating them singly at full fees ? I do not see that there is any advantage, except that we prevent
them joining other Lodges or Societies, and we want to get them.
13718. Then the object would be to prevent them joining other Societies? Yes, and to strengthen onr
own.
'
13719, Do you know that it is the custom in the most successful Lodges of other Friendly Societies to
initiate at the full charges? No; I believe it is the custom to initiate at half-fees, so far as I have
heard.
.
13720.
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13720. Tou do not know that, of your own knowledge ? No; tint T have heard it from several members
T. Stewet.
of our Order that other Orders do it to a large extent.
13721. Has there been any unpleasantness on account of members having come in at half-fees ? Not
2k tfoly,-1882.
at all.

13722. It has never had any bad effect on the members of the Lodge ? No.
13723. "Where do you meet at Marrickville ? In a church belonging to the Primitive Methodist people.
13724. What rent do you pay ? 5s. a night.
13725. Ho you consider your Lodge to he in a healthy condition at the present time ? Yes, I do.
13726. Mr. OrnrAVr.'] You produced an account of the expenditure incurred at the opening of the
Pyrmont Lodge ? Yes.
,
13727. Was that account audited? No, it was not; hut I copied the amounts from the original
accounts.
1372S. Were the vouchers produced ? No; these expenses were all incurred before the Lodge was
instituted—before it was a Lodge.
13729. But did the person who incurred the expense when repaid produce vouchers for the payments ?
The fact of the matter is lhat tbe major portion of that account was paid out of funds he had taken
himself without our consent whatever.
13730. But in lieu of the money did he produce any receipted accounts ? I could rot say.
13731. Then no suspicion existed in the Lodge that the money had not been spent? The only suspicion
was that the charges were too high.
13732. But was there not a suspicion that the man did not pay the money he said he did ? We could not
have any suspicion of that, though no doubt a lot of members thought so.
13733. Theu did the man produce receipted accounts ? yes, I believe so.
13734. And yet a suspicion existed? Well, I would not like to swear that all the accounts were receipted,
because it is so long ago since I kept them.
13735. I want to know whether it was mere recklessness of conduct, or whether there was just cause for
suspicion of peculation ? We thought it was reckless expenditure.
13736. And did you acquit the roan of peculation ? No.
13737. You thought perhaps there was a little of both? We did not know what to think about it,
13788. Mr. Molds worth.-] The Lodge was established by Mr. G-arcia? Yes.
18739. Was he a Grand Lodge officer ? He is now.
13740. Was he then ? He was a Deputy I think.
13741. Do you not think in a case of this sort that the Grand Lodge ought to be held responsible ? Well,
it was so far away, being in Melbourne at that time.
13742. Does it not appear'somewhat hard to yon that a new Lodge should be rendered bankrupt before
it starts, and the Lodge have no redress ? Yes it does, and we would have gone for redress had. there
been a Grand Lodge in Sydney.
13743. Mr. Langley.] Did any members of your Lodge denounce that expenditure as a robbery and
swindle to your knowledge ? Well, I do not think there is one who did not.
13744. When you wrote to the Grand Lodge in Melbourne did they give you to understand explicitly that
no person was authorized to spend more than £5 in opening a Lodge ? Yes, and I tried to get that letter
from the Grand Secretary to-day, but could not. It not only stated that, hut also that lie was to be
repaid if the amount was passed by the Lodge.*
13745. I notice an account for the carriage of the officers to the Lodge on the opening night? Yes.
18746. Do you know whether a carriage was provided for tbe officers who took part in opening the Lodge ?
I do not at all.
13747. Were you there on the opening night? Yes, I was.
13748. Did you sec a number of officers present from the city, of whom I was one ? Yes, I did.
13749. If some of these officers were to tell you that they never saw such a thing as a conveyance would
you believe them ? .1 would not know what to say.
13750. If they stated that they paid their own expenses there and hack would you holiove them ? I could
not do anything else.
13751,
* Note by ihe Seorelary —This letter was subsequently forwarded to the Commission by tbo witness, and ie hero
appended.

A 2,
Independent Order of Oddfellows, Grand Lodge of Australia,
KusEcll-st., Melbourne, 16 August, 1880.
Thomas Stewart, Esq., Secretary, Pyrmont Lodgo, No. Id'.
Dear sir,
Your letter under date of August 9th came to hand this morning, also a statement of tho expenditure incurred in
oponingyour Lodge. I certainly must coufcss surprise nud astonishment nt the reckless expenditure, as per statement.
You ask in your letter is Brother Garcia empowered to contract debts for opening new Lodges. The Commission of a
District Deputy does not empower a person to contract debts on account of the Order.
You also ask tbe date of the authority from tbe Grand Lodge, giving him power to open Lodges and contract debts.
There is no authority given to any Brother by the Grand Lodge, authorizing him on behalf of subordinate Lodges to contract
debts either in opening Lodges or otherwise.
In opening a Lodge there is a certain amount of preliuunary expense which must of necessity bo incurred prior to the
opening, to meet the outlay and reimburse tbe Brother or Brotbors. Tho Grand Lodge passed a resolution fo pay a sum not
exceeding £5 lo the Brother or Brothers who open a new Lodge, such payment not to be made until the Lodge is six months
in existence ; this you will observe is to meet the opening expense of the founder or founders. Tho Lodgo having been opened
tho members then control their own expenditure. Yon ask me to rectify this wrong, and also to appoint some one to do the
Grand Lodge business. 1 am unabio to control the expenditure ; that is a matter that rests with yourselves, and in regard to
the removal of a District Deputy, that lays entirely with the Grand Master,—lie appoints them, and he alone can remove
them from other. TYom what I can hear, you will shortly have a Grand Lodgo of N.S.W., your G.M. will then appoint his
D.D.G.M. for your Colony, and 1 trust that ho will be able to exercise that supervision Which distance has hitherto prevented.
I post yon, as por order, one dozen cloaranco cards. With kind regards,—
I remain, &c.,
W. JUDGE,
.
G. Secretary.
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13751. With regard to the position of your funds wlion that account was paid of Miller and Glassop’s,
was the Lodge solvent when you made that payment or not ? That puzzles me, though I know the funds
T 1882. were
notcertain*
very great at the time,' and I believe we had to break into the Sick Fund to pay the account, but
fuiy,
am not

Mr,
T. Stewart.

13752. I think you stated that the posting and printing were enormous ? Yes.
13753. If posters were put on every house in Pyrmont at the time, do you think the amount you were
charged was extreme? Yes, our solicitor pleaded that on our behalf, but it was no use.
13754. What was the cost of opening the Langley Lodge at Marrickville, including all books and
regalias ? £30, and Pyrmont cost more like £70, irrespective of any books whatever.
13755. Has the Pyrmont Lodge ever brought this matter under the notice of the Grand Lodge of New
South Wales since local government was obtained? No, I do not think they did—they were sick of it
altogether.
13756. Ho you not think it would be only fair in the interests of the Lodge to have brought the whole
matter before tbe Grand Lodge of New South Wales ? Yes, I dare say it would.
13757. Have you ever hoard what it cost to open the Waterloo Lodgo? No, 1 could not tell you the
amount, hut 1 know have heard in Lodgo circles that that Lodge among others was opened with just
the same reckless expenditure.
13758. And did yon ever hear that there were any inquiries as to who “ A. Grey” was ? .1 know nothing
about the parties; we had no opportunities of knowing, as the accounts were all paid before the Lodge
was opened.
13759, Out of what fund ? Out of the proposal fees; two or three came over together and took 5s. per
man, and out of the proceeds they defrayed the expense.
13760. In any future legislation on Friendly Societies, do you not think that steps should be taken to
prevent any person expending money except the members of the Lodge themselves? ] think the better
plan would be to allow the Grand Lodge oilicers to say where the Lodge shall be opened, and to vote an
amount of money to be spent, to be repaid by tbe subordinate Lodge.
13761, You are aware that £5 is the recognized amount? Yes.
13762. You mentioned something about the North Shore Lodge ? Yes.
13763. Hoes their grievance arise from the same cause ? From some reckless expenditure, 1 believe ; at
present they are unsettled and do not know what to do—whether to leave the Order and go to another
or to disband altogether.
13764. Ho you know whether it is reckless expenditure in connection with the Lodge, or charges made
against the Lodge which they deny ever {having received value for ? I cannot answer that; but I know
it is money matters in connection with it by one of the Grand Lodge Officers
13765. Would you name him ? I believe it is Mr. Garcia, but would not be certain.
13766. Mr. Habit;.] Hoes not one of your rules say that a bonus of £5 shall be given to a member for
instituting a Lodge ? No; any man can open a Lodge, and can expend a sum not exceeding £5, the sum
to be repaid after the Lodge has looked into the affair and is satisfied with the expenditure.
13767. And what would that bo expended on ? There would be some advertising, but not much ; then
they would require to get a room, which, however, need not be paid for; and there would he some
stationery, which would not have to he paid for ; so that £5 would be ample for all preliminary expenses.
13768. Tho other expenses would ho paid by the Lodge after its formation ? Yes.
13769. Is Mr. Garcia still a member of your Order ? Yes ; be bolds a position now as Hcputy Grand
Master.
13770. Has he ever been brought to account for the large expenditure ? Not by the Grand Lodge. He
lias never been brought to account in any Lodge; hut all the Lodges I have named arc grumbling about him.
13771. And is it not one of the duties of the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge to take cognizance of
such a case ? I wrote to Melbourne about the case, and was told that as the Grand Lodge of New South
Wales was about to bo opened they would not do anything in the case ; hut they gave me a decisive
answer that £5 was all that any one was authorized to spend.
13772. Mr. Newla7id.] Is it necessary for the working of your Society that all this paraphernalia should
be obtained and belong to the Lodge ? Well, that depends on the different views of people; 1 believe
it is necessary to have it, as it seems to have a good effect on new members, though it might be reduced a
little.
13773. Mr. Slade.] Are you aware whether at the opening of these two new Lodges the usual medical
examination of persons proposed took place ? Yes, it did,
13774. Are you quite sure of that ? Yes.
■
13775. Hid you see tho examination certificates ? Yes; I saw tho examination certificate of every man
initiated during my term of office.
13776. You are quite sure you are stating the truth respecting Marrickville particularly ? Yes ; that is,
from the time I joined the Lodge as Secretary.
13777. But at the opening? No; 1 was not at the opening.
13778. Have you ever been at the opening of any Branch of the Order ? No.
13779. Are you aware whether the members are received without a medical examination ? No; they
must produce a certificate signed by the surgeon,
13780. Beferring to that bill of accounts, are you quite sure that the sum of 19s. Gd. was expended for the
purpose stated ? I do not know where the money has gone to, but tbis charge w'as made on us.
13781. Is the Commission to understand that if the money was not paid for that purpose, it must have
gone in some other irregular manner ? It must have done so ; and on the very night tho Lodge was
opened a kind of banquet was given to Brother Garcia ; perhaps the 19s. d. was spent over that.
13782, Are you aware whether any of .the money of the Lodge was used in paying for the banquet ? I am
not aware of it; I know that before we were properly made members we were asked to join in a banquet
and pay our entrance fee.
13783. There is an item in the bill for £3 for a coffin ? Yes.
13784. Can you say whether the article was worth £3 ? No, I should think £1 would buy it. I think we
gave £1 for the coffin in our Lodge, and £l'for a box to cover it.
13785. To the best of your judgment
instead of £3 would have been sufficient? Yes.
13786. Is the Commission to understand that tho charges all bear an equal degree of exorbitance ? Yes,
decidedly.
13787.
1
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13787. And is it necessary for the working of a Lodge that all these things should he provided ? Mo, I
do not think-so; there is a chest of drawers and ballot-box. four guineas; wc could have done without the T. Stewart
chest of drawers and we have since disposed of it for ;Cl.
. 24JulyTl8831378S. There is another item oh the bill for marbles ? These were black and white.
13789. Are they not usually sold at the rate of about 3d. a hundred P I could not say 1 am sure.
13790. There is an item of 4s. for that; how many members did your Lodge open with ? I do not think
above fifty, but would not be sure.
_
13791. Mr. OeldinrjPj Could you toll tbe Commission tho state of the finances of the Marrickville Lodge ?
At the end of June there was
s. d. in hand.
13792. Have you ever examined the boolcs that wero in. the Lodge at the time of opening ? Yes.
13793. Then if it was publicly assorted that no medical examination took place of a number of these mem
bers who were at the opening it would be untrue ? Well, think tbe public assertion must be wrong.
13794. You said that; in these Lodges tbe most of the members are working-men ? Yes.
13795. And do you think you require all this expenditure whore working-men are concerned in banding
together for mutual good, to-aid one another in sickness and distress ? Well, there is no doubt that it
causes an amount of feeling in a Lodge : the members like a little departure from tbe ordinary business,
and the initiation ceremony is always looked upon as something good and worth coming to see ; they
would not come if they had simply the dry business every night.
13796. Have you ever heard the cost of opening Lodges in connection with other large i’ricndly Societies ?
Mo, T have not.
_
_
13797. Are you aware that they dispense with all this ceremouy ? Mo, I bcliovetboy have a certain amount
of initiation ceremony,
13798. Very simple ? Yes, just as simple as ours.
13799. l)o *y<m not think some £5 or £10 should be sufficient to open a Lodge instead of £30? Mo,
1 think £25 is a fair amount.
13800. You are in favour of an extravagant system of opening Lodges in preference to a simple one ? My
experience is that if there is not a certain amount of initiation ceremony the members lose interest.
13801. Then all tho Lodges have to pay not less than £30 for opening expenses ? Well, £25 is a fair
sum.
13802. What salary do you get ? They pay mo £ .
13S03. Hoes the Treasurer get paid ? We elect a Treasurer and vote him £1.
.
13804. How often are audits made? Every six months.
13805. Do you not think quarterly audits would be better than half-yearly ? I dare say it would be a
greater check ; it would costa lot of extra work to the Secretary and the Einance Committee as well.
13S06. It would not be much trouble in a Lodge of thirty members like yours ? Mo.
13807. Do the Treasurer and Secretary give guarantee bonds ? Yes, by a Society.
13S0S. Do you believe in the wisdom of this keen competition that is taking place in Friendly Societies ?
Mo, I do not.
_
13809. Are you in favour of a uniform contribution, or would you favour a sliding scale ? I am in favour
of a uniform contribution.
13810. You think a youuir unmarried man of eighteen should pay ns much as a married man of thirtyfive ? Yes, 1 think so.
13811. You think it is fair ? Yes, it docs not make any difference to the Lodge whatever.
13812. Hut it does to the member ? Mot unless the man himself is unhealthy there is no benefit derived
except by the man himself who is an actual member of tbe Lodge.
.
13813. Medical benefits ? They cost the same in any case.
13814. Mr. Langley.'] Arc not all the Lodges of your Order compelled to send in quarterly returns
showing the receipts and expenditure ? Mot the expenditure ; only the receipts, on account of the initia
tion of new members during the quarter ended.
13815. Do you know if the returns are examined by a Special Committee appointed by the Grand Lodge
or not ? Yes, I believe so.
1

£21 8
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Air. Thomas Sanders sworn and examined:—
13816. Clmirman.] What Lodge are you a member of ? The Prince Albert.
13817. Of what Order ? The Grand United Order of Oddfellows.
13818. How long has it been established ? I think it is about thirty-five years.
13819. How many members have you r T think forty members now.
13820. And what is the worth of your funds ? I cannot tell you; T have not the honor of being
Secretary the last seven months, but have been Secretary for seventeen years; I gave up my position
an Secretary last Christmas,
13821. You have been seventeen years Secretary? I have. _
13822. 'What has been the general character of the Lodge—has it been flourishing ? It has been flourishing,
but we have had a great deal of sickness.
13823. Have you had a larger number of members than now ? Ob yes.
13824. How many? When 1 entered the Lodge, thirty years ago, there were 145'members in it.
13825. And what wero the funds, the largest amount you can remember ? About £350.
13826. And now you have about £50 ? About that.
_
13827. Have you any doubt as to the soundness of the Society ? I have no doubt at all; within the last
six months there have been four members on the funds.
1382S. What is about the age of your members ? 1 am the second oldest member in the Lodge.
13820. And what is the age of the others ? It runs from about sixty-four to twenty-one.
13830. And the larger proportion of them ? Would be about thirty-five.
13831. Are you paying your expenses? Oh yes.
13832. And adding anything to the Reserve Fund ? Mot at present.
13833. Hut have you been for some years past ? We were prospering very well, but as members got into
arrears sickness came on them.
13834. Have you any doubt that your present financial position is not sound ? I have no doubt about it,
because if we had no sick members we would come round and be flourishing again. Two of these members
were sick on the funds for six months and then died.
13835.

Mr.
T. Sanders.
24 July, 1882,
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T Sanders
About wLit time was it when you had £350 ? That is somewhere about the time when I first
. * joined the Lodge.
34 July,
.
There has been a gradual going back ever since ? A gradual going back and also a gradual
getting up.
o r.
&
13837. Are you conversant with the provisions of the Priendlv Societies Act ? I think T know the Act
pretty well,
^
Act38' 1)0 y°U
^ ariswera tl10 PurPose for wliich it was passed ? Yes, I think it is a very good
1882

.

13839. Has any of your decrease in funds been occasioned by misappropriation by the officers ? No.
13840. Have you ever resorted to tho system of half-initiation fees ? To the best of my knowledge I
think wo made an application to the Sydney District twice; I thiuk it is a very good idea.
13841. It takes in young members to balance tbe aged ? Certainly.
13842. How are your funds at present invested? In the Bank.
13843. In the names of Trustees P Yes.
13844. Do they give a guarantee bond? Yes.
13845. Drom a Society or the members ? Some of the other members will go bond for them.
13846. Mr. Newland.] How long have you been paying Is. 3d. a week ? Next month it will be twelve
months.
13847. What were you paying before ? Is.
13848. And never increased it? Once before for six months to Is. 3d.
13849. But you have been working for all these years at Is? Yes, at Is.
13850. Have you not been requested repeatedly to raise your duos F Yes, by the district officers.
13851. And has not your Lodge on frequent occasions when giving distress gifts away been warned that
they were not doing what was proper? Well, there have been several applications to us to help the
distressed, and sometimes we have given £1 and sometimes 10s. ; still .1 was always against it.
13852. But were you warned that you were doing wrong ? I cannot recollect.
‘
13853. Chairman.] How often do you have audits? livery three months.
13854. And did the Auditors call attention to the fact tliat’your Lodge was going back ? Yes.
13855. And did the Lodge take any notice of it? The only notice wc could take was tliat wo should
have to stop the sick pay.
13856, Your attention was called to the fact, and after conversation no further steps wore taken ? No.
13857. Are you in favour of the present system of auditing by members of the Lodge, or would you
prefer a G-overnment officer auditing the accounts ? 1 should be in favour of a Government audit of the
books,
13858. Anybody but the members ? Anybody but the members of the Lodgo.

Mr. James Dummor sworn and examined •—
13859. Qkainmnh] Are you a member of a Society ? lam.
13860. What ? The Protestant Alliance Frieudly Society of Australasia.
24 July, 1882 _ 13861. What Lodge? No. 25.
13862. How long have you been a member ? Since we started, nine years ago.
13863. Are you a regular attendant ? Not lately I have not been.
13864. Were you attending when Mr. Pettit held office ? 1 was.
13865. Have you a knowledge of any charges having been made against him ? Verbally—not otherwise.
13866. Were they made when you were present ? They were.
13867. Were you present when the Special Auditors brought up their report ? No, 1 was not.
13868. Did you hear what the report was ? No,
'
18869. Have you ever received concessions from that Lodge in the way of making you good on the books
when yon were unfinancial? No.
13870. You were Treasurer at one time ? I was.
13871. During your term of office were there over any errors found in your hooks ? No, not to my
knowledge.
13872. Did you never have to refund or make good certain amounts of money ? I made good certain
amounts of money that were supposed to be deficient through the death of the previous Secretary.
138 3. Not from any irregularities of your own? No; the previous Secretary died, being taken with,
paralysis. In preparing tho books for the quarterly audit the funds could not be properly adjusted, and
rather than any doubt should be thrown on my accounts after tbe Auditors made up the books I paid the
1 amount out of my own pocket.
13874. Did the Auditors know you were making good another man’s deficiencies ? I could not say.
13875. You did not tell them ? 1 did not; I accepted the Auditors’ report in good faith; some accounts I
paid over, and refunded the balance out of my own pocket.
13876. What was the amount? So far as I could find out, it was between £7 and £8.
13877. And you state that you did not have the money—that it was the irregularity of another man?
Yes, so far as could be ascertained.
’
'
13878. But you did not tell the Auditors of your Lodge so ? Of course I did—I told tbe Auditors.
13879. If Pettit has said it was your own irregularity, would that be true ? No, it would not.
13880. Have you any knowledge of any other irregularities haring occurred in connection with the Society ?
Not that I am aware of.
13881, Have you sufficient knowledge of Pettit’s operations to state whether lie misappropriated tho funds
of the Lodge ? I was not in office at the time.
13882. Are you aware whether it is a custom in the Society to allow the Secretary to make concessions to
members who could not pay their contributions ? I never heal'd such a thing mentioned before.
13883. Mr. Langley.] If any person has sworn before tbe Commission that the deficiency was made up by
you while Pettit was Secretary, would that be true ? Do was not Secretary then, not till afterwards;
Mr. Ibeteon was Secretary.
'
13884. Mr. Rubieh] Were the books audited at your residence one night ? They were.
13880. It was very late before they arrived at a conclusion ? Very late.
13886,
Mr.
J. Dummcr.

1
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13886. In fact they made up without examining the peucc-books ? They were not examined at my house.
13887. Did the Auditors attempt to go through the pence-books ? jaw.
13888. Was it that audit which brought your accounts in to the debt of £7 or £8 ? Yes. That was
after the death of Brother Beetson.
1388f). You were not Treasurer during the time that Pettit held office ? Part of it.
13890. Your accounts and Pettit’s were only audited and closed ? Yes, by the Auditors.
13891. It wae only when Pettit again put up for office that these deficiencies were discovered? Oh, it
was before, during the time that I was Treasurer. I had my hooks balanced when I loft the office, and
the deficiency I made up myself before I resigned.
/
13892. So you are of opinion that it was Pettit’s deficiency ? Xo, it was the previous Secretary.
13893. Then did you bring these deficiencies before the Lodge ? I brought them before the Auditors.
13894. Was it at your instance that the special audit was appointed ? There was none during my term
of office.
13895. But, subsequently, do you know there was a special audit held ? Xot in my house there was not.
13896. But are you aware that a special audit was hold since you left office ? Xo.
13897. Mr. Slade.'] Have you had any doubt that you had none of these moneys that you had to make
up ? I have not the least doubt in my mind about it. The deficiency arose during my term of office
when Beetson was Secretary, and was taken ill, and for a time we could not hold the Lodge meetings.
He had drawn some moneys from the Treasurer to pay some accounts, and 1 must have paid these
accounts over again ; hut as he was struck down, so that he could not give any account of these trans
actions, the Auditors could not find out any other way to correct the books than to bring me in in debt.
13898. And you paid it so as to have the audit clear, and not because you believed you owed the money ?
Just so ; I paid it to have the audit clear before I resigned my office.
13899. Are you quite clear ou the subject of these concessions? The only instance I remember was one
of tbe old members who bad fallen into difficulties, and the concession wag made that he could rejoin the
Lodge as a new member.
13900. And that was according to law ? That was according to law.
13901. Do you know of any instance in wliich persons who owed subscriptions to the amount of several
pounds were let off over half the amount ? I never knew of anything of the kind.
13902. If such a thing had been done, would it have been done by vote of tbe Lodge ? It could not be
done otherwise.
13903. Could tbe Chairman order it to he done by the Secretary without a vote of the Lodge ? I do not
think that any member in that office would he guilty of such a thing; I never heard it mentioned in any
way during my term of office.
13904. Do you think concessions, amounting in the aggregate to £150, could he made without you
knowing it ? I do not think so.
13905. Mr. Ofddini/.] At this date that this took place in your house, were your accounts in such a
condition that the Auditors could not make anything out of them, and you all went to sleep over them ? No.
13900. The audit was finished that night? Yes.
13907. And if a witness stated that, he stated what was false? Yes.
13908. Chairman.] How long were you Treasurer ? Between nine and ten months.
13909. And you have been a member of the Society ? Since it started,
13910. Have you found any difficulty in working the Priendly Societies Act? Not at all.
13911. Have you any suggestions for its improvement to make ? There is one suggestion, that is in the
matter of levies ; the 'Friendly Society I am a member of issues a levy of 2s. a quarter, but they have no
authority to do that, and it is only done by a vote of the Lodge. In tho subordinate Lodge constitution
there is no authority for the AVAL to issue a levy of any description; the Lodge has power to increase
its contributions, but not to impose a levy. This I have strongly opposed, and it is only by a majority of
one or turn that it has been carried. Tho only authorized levy is to be made by tbe Grand Connell, which
is 6d. a quarter per member.
13912. Is that not a question for the Grand Council to decide ? That is a question for the Grand Council
to decide, but I thought it might have been within the province of this Commission.
13913. You are opposed to levies? Yes, because they have no authority to impose them.
13914. What do you pay ? A shilling a week.
13915. Do you think that is sufficient? No, I do not, and I would rather pay Is, 3d.
13916. Yon say there is no provision for a levy in the constitution ? Not for the subordinate Lodge.
13917. But does it not give tbe Council power to give authority to levy ? No.
13918. Then vou are more in favour of a fixed contribution than of a levy? I am, most decidedly.
13919. In reference to the matter of audits, are you favourable to the present system, or would you
favour the appointment of a Government Auditor ? I. do not see what difference it would make ; some
might think that a Government Auditor would be sufficient, but I have always found the Auditors do their
duties correctly.
13920. Do you thiuk the Auditors did their duty in passing over Pettit’s books, when there was a deficiency
of £150 ? I was not in office at the time, and do not know anything about it.
13921. Do you not think a Government Auditor would have found some deficiencies ? These arose greatly
in this way. 1 think it is a had system for members to pay money promiscuously to any officer they
happen to meet in the street. During the time J held tbe office of Treasurer, a good many pence-books
were paid in to me, and persons might make a complaint that so much was paid, and a good deal of the
deficiency might have taken place in this way.
13922. But did not the hooks show that the money had been paid and not paid over to the Treasurer ? I
do not know what the amount of the deficiency was.
13923. And that there were eight audits in the meantime, and that the Auditors had that staring them in
the face ; you would not consider that a satisfactory system of audit ? I should not, and had I been in the
Chair at the time I think I should have found a, different system.
13924. And you think that a Government Auditor might have found it out sooner? He ought to have done.
13925. You were Treasurer during some portion of Pettit’s time ? Yes.
13926. Was there any difference between you as to the amount he received and what he paid you ? Xo,
they were found correct up to the time I left office.
13927. So the deficiency spoken of all occurred after you left office ? Yes.
FRIDAY,

38t

.

Hr.
J, Dummer.

u

'

686

384

FRIENDr.Y SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

FRIDAY, 28 JULY, 1882.
,

present:—

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P., Peesident.
JOHN G-ELHING, Esq.,
J AMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
E. GEEVJLLE, Esq., J.p.,
E. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. J. NEWPANI), Esq.,
P. E. HOLDSWOETH, Esq.,
JOHN SEA.BE, Esq.,
E. J. BUBIE, Esq.,
W. E. LANG-LET, Esq.

Mr. Alexander Kctliel sworn and examined:—
Mr. A. Ketbel. 1^928. Prr.suhntJ I understand yon have had along experience in connection with the working of various
Societies ? My experience has been confined to the Manchester Unity.
28 July, 1882.13929. How long have you been a member of that Society ? About twenty-five years.
13930. And you have occupied important positions in connection with the working of the Society ? Yes,
I have filled nearly every position at difi'erent times.
13931. I presume yon have given a good deal of attention to the present Friendly Societies Act? Not
of late years I have not taken such an active interest in it, but when I was in office I of course studied it
a good deal.
13932. Are you not now in office? 1 am-simply a member of the Board of Birectors, the supreme
Court of Appeal in the Manchester Unity.
13933. What is your general.opinion as to the bearings and operation of the present Act? I hardly
know how to begin on that—it is a very comprehensive subject.
13934. We have thought that you were one of those who would bo able to make some good and wise
suggestions and recommendations to the Commission? 1 would rather you put some leading‘questions
to nie and I would endeavour to answer them.
13935. I wish to ascertain from you wliat is your opinion with reference to the provisions contained in
the present Act are they sufficient to afford security and protection fo the members of the different
bodies? No, they arc not, that is my opinion, but even if they were they have not been administered.
13936. Toil think that the administration is defective ?
Undoubtedly; as far as the Government
administration of the Act is concerned, 1 look upon it as a dead letter to a large extent.
13937. Have you any suggestions you can make to Ihe Commission that might be embodied in the Com
mission s report? Well, yes, I might venture one or two that have suggested themselves tome. I
would suggest that a Department of the Eegistrar of Friendly Societies be organized on an effective
scale ; that an officer such as the Eegistrar he appointed who should devote his whole time to the adminis
tration of the Act in its various bearings; that he should be a man selected through having special
qualifications for it.; and being paid a liberal salary, should be expected to supervise and carryout tho
whole of the administration of the Act; that a gentleman of actuarial experience should be connected
with the.Department in addition, and no Society should be registered unless it was proven that their
contributions were sufficient to meet all the benefits tbe members were lo receive.
13938. Do you consider that at present the Societies are paying sufficient contributions to ensure financial
success ? . I do not; many of them do 1. dare say, but I believe a large number of the Societies do not
pay sufficient.
13939, Ton are q»itc fully aware of the benefits given by the various Friendly Societies to their members ?
Well, I am aware of the average of them.
"
13940. Do you consider, as a matter of opinion, that ihe contributions paid by the members of these
Societies are sufficient to ensure the fulfilment on the part of the Societies of the obligations to their
members ? No, I do not; in tbe ease of large Societies having many Branches extended over the country
of course the risk is lessened, hut simply isolated Societies are more apt to fail by having the sphere of
their liabilities confined. There are many instances of failure in Societies from that cause.
13941. Has it come under your notice that a great deal of competition has taken place ? I can only speak
personally from what I have witnessed from hand-bills and posters through the city, and advertisements
m the daily papers.
"
13942. What would you consider a fair financial position for a Society with (say) a couple of thousand
members, the average amount of accumulated funds, so as to place tlie Society beyond all doubt? Well,
providing the average age was about thirty years, 1 believe, taking it all round, it could not he less than
£.10 per head.
13943, Tou think any large Society or body such as 1 have mentioned would not be in a sound healthy
state unless they had to their credit an average of £10 a head? That is provided they give an average
amount of benefits. I lake as tlie foundation for my remarks the average assistance to members of a
guinea a week reduced at six and twelve months, a funeral donation of £20 and £30, and at liis wife’s
death £].o, with medical attendance and medicines for himself, wife, and family under the age of sixteen.
13944. Taking these benefits as the average basis of a district embracing a number of Lodges with 2,000
members, and with an average age of thirty-five, would you consider that a contribution of Is. a week
■ would be sufficient to place the Society in anything like a hopeful state? Certainly not,
13945. Speaking of your own Society, do you consider the amount of contributions paid by the members
of your own Lodges within the Sydney District is sufficient? In many of them the contributions are
sufficient, but in some I believe they are not.
1394C. Do they pay a uniform contribution ? No.
•
13947. Is it a graduated scale of contributions P No.
13948. What is the nature of it ? The contributions are alike without regard to the age of the members
at admission, and range from Is. to Is. 6d. a week, the higher sum being chiefly paid by members of Lodges
in tlie interior, where the medical officer’s foes are heavier than in the settled districts.
13949. Have you given the matter of a graduated scale of payments by members any thought or considera
tion ? Yes, 1 have moved twice, I think, to have it adopted.
‘
13950. Tou approve of that principle ? I do, believing that it is the only sound principle.
13951. The amount I suppose should he according to the age at the time of initiation ? Yes.
13952. Tou regard it in principle as a more fair and equitable system than the present one ? Yes.
13953.
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13953. And more likely to ensure success ? Tes, of course due care being taken that a man is sound at Mr.A.Kethel.
the time of bis examination and initiation.
281^1^1882
13954. "With regard to the medical examination of members admitted into your own Society, do you regard
'
it as sufficiently searching and satisfactory P "With most of the medical officers it is, though some shirk
their duty. I myself was three-quarters of an hour being examined.
■
13955. But you are aware that the medical men do not devote so much time to the examination now as
they did formerly ? I believe so.
1395G. Do your members’ wives undergo an examination? They do now.
13957. How long has that been in practice? I could not say—I think it is four or five years. Mr. Geld
ing would be a better authority.
13958. In what particular do you regard the present Act as defective ? It is defective especially in the
fact that the returns required by the Act are not rendered, and in the apparent ignorance of the adminis
trators of the Act of the way how to enforce the provisions. Mr. Oliver, when I was Secretary of the
Manchester Unity, had so mnch to do with his other duties that he had no time to devote to Friendly
Societies, though I gave him a considerable amount of information. There should he provision made for com
pulsory returns to be furnished at stated intervals, and that the positive age of every member iu every
Society should be furnished annually, noth a statement of their funds, which would enable the G overnment
to decide whether each Lodge or Branch was in a solvent position or not.
13959. With regard to the funds of these Societies, how are your funds invested ? The most of the
funds are invested, I believe, first, in the Government Savings Bank, and secondly, in freehold property.
13960. Your Society does not iu any way invest money in share property ? Ho.
13961. Do you take a guarantee of fidelity from your officers ? Yes, every officer who has the handling
of money gives a fidelity bond, and the officer at the head of each Branch is hound under a penalty to sec
that the bond is furnished.
13962. You arc aware that the present Act allows the officers of Societies to sue members for arrears of
contributions ? Yes.
13963. There is power given under the Act to sue defaulting members ? Yes.
13964. Do you approve of that provision ? Ho, I do not.
.
13965. Do you approve of Friendly Societies or their officers in any way having resource to Police Courts
or Law Courts to settle matters of dispute that may arise ? Ho, I hold that arbitration would be the
justestand cheapest mode of administering justice, because I find that lawyers and Judges cannot be made
to understand the social workings of any Society; and the eases are generally decided on some point that
the members themselves consider of no importance.
13966. Then you would favour a Board of arbitration ? I would.
13967. To deal with all cases of dispute? Yes, that is it.
13968. That is, a Board that would he able to meet every case ? Yes. I do not know whether it would
he better to have a permanent Board or allow the parties themselves to select the arbitrators. There is a
provision in the Act that arbitrators may he appointed.
13969, But would it not he wise to make similar prorision for dealing with this matter of dispute by
arbitration? Yes, but there would he a danger of its becoming a permanent Court of Justice, and thus
lose its semi-private character.
13970. How loug do you consider a man ought to he in arrears before being suspended from benefits ?
"Well, taking the Society which I know most of, I think tho laws they have in operation are very just and
fair. He goes out of medical benefits at the end of the quarter, and ceases at tlie end of a year to have
the right to make himself good.
13971. Would you erase the name of a member after he is twelve months in arrears ? Ho, I would give
him the right under certain circumstances to apply for permission to rejoin, and on the condition that he did
not suffer auy wrong physically or morally I would admit him.
13972. Then you would permit a member to rejoin on receiving a certificate of health ? Yes, and on
receiving the consent of the governing bodies.
13973. And payment of his contributions ? Yes.
.
13974. I presume you are of opinion, in common with most persons who have taken a long interest in ,
Societies, that Friendly Societies tend very mnch to great social reform, and to a proper feeling amongst
people of every centre of population ? Yes, I believe they are one of the most powerful agencies for
elevating the working-classes.
13975. And consequently they must he a groat help to the State ? Yes, so great that I have no means of
estimating it.
13976. It tends to promote a spirit of thrift and self-dependence ? Yes.
13977. Do you find many persons who have joined in a humble position in life and have got on in the
world still retain their connection without participating in tlie benefits ? Yes.
13978. And do not register for the medical benefits ? Yes, hut a great many register and give the
medical officer tho henefit of his fees. I may say that the Lodge of which I am a member is the only
one that is not connected with tho Medical Institute.
13979. And in your Society there are a number of members whose position is so improved that they do
not take the benefits ? Yes; it is often looked upon as a" bit of snobbery for a man to leave the Society
when he has made his position in the world.
13980. Have you seen a report from the local Branch of tho British Medical Association published in the
papers? Yes, I have, and have laid it aside for quiet perusal, but I had forgotten about it.
13981. You do not remember a paragraph stating that they objected to Members of Parliament,
Magistrates, and others registering for medical attendance and the benefits of the Society? Yes, I
noticed that especially.
13982. Did it not strike you as a remarkable paragraph ? Yes, I thought it totally unworthy of any
sensible educated man to pen such a paragraph.
13983, Is there any other provision of the Act you would like to make any special reference to ? Yes,
there is one, tho provisions of which I have endeavoured to bring into force, and that is, that an
examining officer should be appointed, and should have power to visit every Lodge or Branch, either iu
the city, the suburbs, or the country, without giving notice when he was coming, but to drop in at any
time and examine their books and vouchers for the investment of their funds, inquiring into the whole
organization of every Branch, and seeing that everything required by the laws of the Society or the laws
of tho land is being attended to.
13984,
486—3 C
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13934,, Then would you be in favour of a Government officer visiting these Lodges? I am not so clear
upon that point; I would rather that the supreme authority of every Society should appoint its own
zs July, 188a. 0|QcerSj g0 that the men should be well acquainted with all its laws nud rules—men who would be able to
look into the internal organisation as well as the finances of the Lodge : I would embrace not only the
finances but the whole of the social fabric of the family.
■
13985. But are not the finances the most important ? Yes, but they are not the only important point.
13986, What is your opinion with reference to costly machinery, such as regalia and other paraphernalia?
Well, as far as I know, there is none paid for by the Society except that worn by the officers during the
time they are in the chairs in the Lodge-room.
13987. But that is an expenditure imposed on the funds of the Society? Yes.
13988. Do you think it is necessary to have coffins and cross-bones and all sorts of implements ? I must
plead ignorance of the cross-bones. Speaking as a practical ntilitarian, I do not consider them necessary;
but then all men do not think as I do, and it is necessary to attract in order to gain the interest of the
comparatively uneducated portion of the working-classes, and to have something more than the. four
naked walls and the hare floor of a Lodge,
13989. Then you think it is necessary to have regalia ? More or loss, yes, I do.
13990. What would be the expense of the regalia of one of your Lodges for the officers ? I dare say it
would be £5.
'
13991. For the whole of tho regalia ? £5 or £6.
13992. What would it cost to institute a Lodge—including regalia? Well, including books and charter
or dispensation, and regalia and boxes to keep their things in, £10 should leave a margin. I believe £8
would do, hut I will say £10 in order to make no mistake.
■
13993. To what limit of age would you admit members ? I would rather not answer that question,
because many men at forty are of sound constitutions, and are as good risks as men at twenty.
13994. Is there anything else that strikes your mind in reference to the present Act ? No ; I think the
questions yon have put and the answers I have given embrace pretty well all that suggests itself to my
mind at present.
13995. Mr. Abigail.'] I think your last answer requires some explanation—about men at forty being as good
risks as men at twenty ? I mean that a young man of twenty has all the accidents of early manhood before
him, whereas a man of forty, if robust, is likely to attain to a fair ago. That is what I meant by tbe remark.
13996. I understand you to be in favour of Government supervision over the financial part of the arrange
ment ? Oh yes, I do not mean to exclude Government supervision.
13997. You mean that the internal working of Sociotics can he left to tbe Societies, though the financial
position may be overlooked by a Government officer? Yes.
13998. What provision would you make in any new Act, where the Government might find a Society
regularly going back in its funds so that it is becoming impossible for them to meet their liabilities ?
There are only two ways to meet such a case,—either to increase the contributions or decrease tbe benefits,
and the Government to protect strangers joining them should have power to compel thorn to do either one
or the other.
13999. Are you in favour of Societies being permitted to build halls out of Lodge funds ? I would only
allow them to invest a certain portion of their funds in that.
,
14000. Would you make any provision that the funds of a Society becoming insolvent should he trans
ferred to the parent Society ? I would insist ou the funds being transferred to the parent Society, and
every member of that Branch having a claim on that Society. Any member who honestly desires to
remain a member of the general Society should have the power to do so.
14001. The object of the question is to get your opinion on the question that Lodges should not be
allowed to break up and divide their funds, and so throw tho old members out of benefits ? They should
not, though the Friendly Societies Act gives them power in that direction.
14002. Do you think the Friendly Societies Act should set forth a scale of contributions as the lowest
that could possibly be charged ? Well, 1 think it would be fair to do so. Wc have it set forth in our
returns from England, and as Secretary we had an accomplished Actuary for many years.
14003. Do you know that the Friendly Societies Act makes provision for an actuarial certificate for new
‘ Lodges starting ? No.
14004. Would you be in favour of a uniform system of book-keeping being enforced in all Lodges ? Yes,
I think it would be very desirable.
14005. In your large experience of Friendly Societies, 1 understand you have no doubt that the benefits
usually given by the Societies cannot bo given for Is. a week contribution r Except in an exceptionally
healthy locality, and during an exceptionally healthy period,
14006. Mr. I[olikv:orih-] Large organizations, if I understand you aright, yon conceive possess a great
advantage over small ones ? Yes.
.
.
14007. Do you think it would bo any advantage if the large organizations could make a common fund for
sickness, as they do for funerals ? 1 am not prepared to answer that in tlie affirmative. It would be safer
for tbe general solvency of the Society, but a rule like that would bear heavier on individual Branches,
because there are certain professions or trades more liable to accident or death than others.
14008. Do yon think it would be wise in a Benefit Society to have special provision to meet any particular
case of that sort ? Yes, not in isolated cases though.
14009. You consider the amount that a Society should have to its credit with the average age of from
thirty to tliirty-five should be £10 per head to be safe ? Yes.
.
14010. Would that not depend a great deal on the age of tlie Society itself? Well, it would, but I take
the average ages of the Societies at present in existence in the Colony from fifty years to five ; but I find
that the average ages in healthy Lodges do not vary one year in ten.
14011. You consider all matters should be settled by arbitration ? I do.
14012. Do you think it would be wise to have a simple form of arbitration bond appended to the Act that
any member could draw up P Yes. I think it would be a very desirable appendix to a new Act.
14013. Mr. Imglcy.] I understood you to say that you were in favour of a graduated scale of contributions
according to age ? Yes.
1.4014. Might I ask how you would arrange any cases of young men, say, that were drawing out almost con
stantly sick pay, as against those who did not draw out any for years; do you think it would be fair to
make the partv who had not drawn out for years pay the same as the one who had been drawing out ?
Yes.
'
14015.
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14015. On what grounds? I do not see that any grounds are required, for if you once admit that, you Mr.A.Ecthcl,
admit the question of individual interest coming in to every Society; but it is a fact that such Societies are
based on the law of average ; hut if you introduce that you destroy the law of average.
28 July, 1882.
14016. Then if it is not individual interesl, how do you justify the question of graduated contributions ?
I understand that the basis on which I set it is tho basis on which all the Insurance Companies of the
world are founded, that every man at a certain age is liable to a certain amount of sickness and a certain
liability to death.
14017. Do you know of an Insurance Company in the world in which the amount drawn out by the indi
vidual members is not taken into consideration? I hardly see the drift of that question,
14018. Is the amount paid out proportionate to the amount paid in? In some cases it is not; if a man
dies the day after lie has insured his life it is not commensurate, but if a man lives fifty years it is so.
14019. But is that not an exceptional case ? I have taken the two extremes.
14020. But do you not think that, in drawing up any scale of graduated contributions, something should be
taken into consideration for the amount'the person draws out in sick pay ? It might be justice, but I do
not see how you could better the scale.
'
14021. Is it impossible ? No, but it would involve more labour than you would get from members of
Societies.
14022. Then would not a graduated scale of payments entail a great deal more trouble to Societies than
that in which each member would pay alike ? It would at first, but once launched it would not. A
graduated scale is at present in use in all of the best Societies of the United Kingdom.
14028, In all ? In the largest, 1 believe.
14024. Suppose you find that there is another Order aggregating in membership as mnch as the
Manchester Unity that has worked for years on an equal amount of contributions, should not that also be
considered P Unquestionably, because it is only since tho actuarial scale has been developed that they
have adopted this; and acting on the advice of the highest actuaries they have made it compulsory on all
Lodges.
14025. Do you consider 7yd. a week in a District like Newcastle, where mining casualties are frequent, is
sufficient to cover everything but doctor and medicine ? Yes, 1 dare say it would be, but I would not like
to give a positive opinion on that.
14026. You have stated that Is. a week is not sufficient ? Yes.
14027. Then how do you think 74d. is sufficient to cover everything except the doctor? It might be ;
it is a question that requires considerable thought and figures to answer definitely.
14028. But 1 presume it is a matter you have considered very fully, as to what is sufficient to carry on tho
business of a Lodge ? If you take medicines and medical benefits away there is nothing but sick pay
and funeral money; the management expense is very little.
14029. What do you think is sufficient to carry on the affairs of a Lodge soundly ? I know in my Lodge
we pay Is. 2d. a week, and I know also that that is not sufficient.
14080. Then if that is not sufficient, how can 7?,cl. be sufficient to cover all outside the doctor and medicine ?
Well, of course I must know what the doctor and medicine cost; I am not prepared to give a reply to
that; I would not feel justified in saying it was sufficient, though I might think it was; I would have
every Lodge’s contributions submitted to the leading officers of the Society of which it formed a
part.
14031. But if you find in the Sydney District that a certain amount, 14d., is not sufficient, how is it possible
for 74d. in Newcastle to do ? T do not say it is possible, but say it might bo possible under certain
circumstances; if I had ten minutes quiet with it at home I would give you a very mnch more positive
answer.
14032. With regard to the inspection of tho Lodge, do you not think that, as far as regards the internal
working of Lodges themselves, an officer well versed in this working is more useful to the Society than a
Government officer? Yes, I said I preferred that the governing bodies should appoint them,
14033. Have you found that young men of from twenty to thirty receive as much, or less, or more than
those ranging from thirty-five to forty or forty-five in sick pay? I would not say positively, but I believe
the bulk of the sick benefits are received by the men who join at the earlier ages; of course the reason is
that the bulk of tho members join at the low ages.
,
14034. Mr. Bubie.] I understood you to say that you were in favour of a graduated scale of payments ?
Of contributions, yes.
14035. Would yon make any provision in that for a Superannuation Fund? No, 1 would make the
Superannuation Fund a special separate matter, so as not to introduce any disturbing elements into the
calculations.
14036. You have a provision I presume for such a fund in your rules ? Yes, but it does not come under
the form of superannuation—it is simply reduced sick pay.
14037. Then after your members receive a certain amount of sick pay, I presume you pay a guinea and
then 10s. a week ? Yes.
‘
14038. What is the next amount? I think it is left to a summoned meeting of the Society to continue as
long as tho illness lasts,
1
14039. Mr. Slade.~\ Would you favour a separate Superannuation or Pension Fund for permanently
disabled or aged members ? I would.
14040. In that fund they would be relieved from all payments, and be at liberty to do what they could ?
Yes. •
14041. And would receive the funeral gift at last? Yes, 1 think it would be a decided benefit to anv
Society.
1
14042. Arc you aware of any Society that has such a fund ? I think the Ancient Order of Foresters has,
14043. How did you arrive at this minimum of £10 per member before a Society should be considered in
a good solvent state ? It would be hard to explain that now. I was over two years Chief Secretary of
the Manchester Unity, and while in that capacity all the correspondence and publications of the Home
Society came into my hands, and I made myself familiar with the tables on which tho benefits and contri
butions were based, and compared them with our own Lodges, and so I formed my opinion. I could not
say now how I manipulated the figures, but that was my conclusion.
14014.. At what time in a Society’s existence do you consider it ought to come into possession of this £10
a member ? I have not given a great deal of thought to that, but I should think in about twelve or
fifteen years.
14015.
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Mr. A.Kethel. 14045. Have you ever considered how long a member must belong to a Society before his payments would
^ .amount to £10? No, I had not; it is not necessary for the stability of a Society to consider that; the
28 July, 1882. actuaries would not consider that.
14046, The average subscriptions are about 56s. a year? Yes, perhaps rather more.
_
14047. From that comes funeral levies first, management expenses secondly, doctor and medicine thirdly,
and wc will presume 3£ days-sickness per member per annum; have you imagined how long it would take
to bring the savings np to £10 ? No, I have not.
.
. .
14048. Mr. G-e.ldmg^ Would you give the Commission your opinion about allowing members to pm more
than one Society? That is rather a deticate question ; to an honest man there should be no limit, but
unfortunately there are very few men who join more than one Society without some purpose of personal
gain. I have had to discharge a man who was a member of two Societies, and the bulk of w'hoso time was
spent on the sick list, and therefore I consider that it would bo better if a member wa.s limited to one
Society as a contributing or financial member, though 1 question whether it would be right to limit tho
right of a man to join a dozen if he liked.
14049. Have you ever studied the 44th clause of the Act ? I object to the clause. ^
_
14050. You do not think there would be any serious labour incurred by Secretaries in adopting tbe sliding
scale as adopted in the Manchester Unity? No, there are no complaints of it by the Lodges m New
Zealand, where the Lodges are worked on that plan; it simply requires a little extra care.
14051. You are aware that more than half a million of people are working under that rule at tho present
time, are you not ? Yes, I am,
.
.
T
14052. And instead of the Society decreasing under that rule it is virtually increasing ? I es, 1 am aware
of that.
14053, Presufeih] You have nothing more to add to your evidence P No.
14054. If anything should suggest itself, if you will send in a written statement wo will append it to your
evidence? 1 will with pleasure.

Mr. Robert Ball sworn and examined:—

President.]

Mr. R. Ball. 14055,
What Society are you a member of ? The Protestant Alliance is one.
14056. How many vears have you been a member ? Ahout twenty-two years.
28 July, 1882, 14057. You have filled various offices in connection with the Society ? Nearly all the oinces except the
14058. Yon are also chief officer of a Branch of the Daughters of Temperance ? Yes.
14059 You are Worthy Patriarch of one of tho Divisions ? The Princess Alice.
14060. What is the financial position of that Society ? The state of the funds at present is that they owe
no man anything, and have about a pound ahead.
14061. And what is the number of members ? About twenty.
,
14062. How lontf have you been in that position ? That is up to last quarter ; they had £21 os. 2nd..
14063! And what benefits do you give ? Half benefits, the same as usual; they only pay Gd. a week.
14064. How long have you been in that position ? Wc have been in a worse position, because as regards
sickness we were compelled to suspend, by unanimous vote, sick pay for a time, and we had to do it for
six or twelve months.
14065. Who is the medical officer of your Society ? Dr. Shcwen.
14066. Has Dr. Belgrave been your medical officer ? Ho was.
. , .
14067. Has the Society been in such a position that he was never paid ? He was always paid; J. had the
paying of him, and I ought to know. I am not aware that lie ever had to apply twice for his money.
14068. Have yon had a much larger amount of funds to your credit ? They never had a large amount,
owing to the daughters getting sick.
.
. ,
,
,,
14069. You have had a larger number of members ? We have, but not a great deal; it has been rather a
14070. What contributions do the members pay P 6d. a week, and each member by resolution has to
register for the doctor, paying 2s. a quarter for that.
, . „ _
,
,
14071. Do you consider the Society at the present time in a good financial position ? lor the numbers
14072. Are you of opinion that the funds are sufficient to insure the payment of all the benefits tothe
twenty-one persons ? At the present time they arc, and we have always found the money, and would do
so ; the onlv tiling is the suspension of sick pay.
_
„
.
14073. How long has it been suspended for ? The twelvemonths is not up yet. It was tor six months,
and it has been agreed to continue it for a further six months.
.
i ,
14074. What is the reason you suspended your sick pay ? The young members began to confer about tho
funds going down, and they gave a notice of motion and called a meeting, and agreed to it themselves, so
that thev should not bo left without any funds.
,
14075. And do you regard a Society that has to suspend its sick pay as being in a good position ? it does
not look well, hut we thought it best to do it for safety ; because they are iu this position that as they
belong to the Funeral Fund the funeral donations would he met at once. I think there have been
four deaths.
_
’
14076. In what length of time ? Since 1877.
o ti
14077. You have had an extended experience in referenceto tho working ofFriendly Societies r
1 have
had a little.
•
a • n
-r
14078. Have you any suggestions to make to the Commission ? 1 should like to sec similar Societies it
they could be brought two or three together so that one lot of expenses might work the lot; but we have
tried it here, and there has been a feeling that they li Iced their own independence; but I think myself that
6d. a week is hardly sufficient to ensure the benefits, and I think tlie same with reference to the Is. a week
for the male Branches.
, , , , ,, , ,i
14979. Yon consider then that the contributions generally are too small ? I do, and think that it they
made it 2d. a week more it would he better and safer.
_
^
14080. You have nothing further to suggest to the Commission ? No, not beyond that.
14081.
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14081. Mr. Abigail.'] Do you think the establishment of Female Benefit Societies is of advantage to the Mk-Ii. Ball,
community or to the people who join them ? I believe it is more to tho people that join them.
_ ssTV^isrr
14082. Have you known any cases of Treasurers or other officers making away with tho funds of their
u•'
'
Societies ? Only one.
_ _
_
140S3. Do you think having a Government officer to examine the accounts of Societies would be beneficial?
I do not think it would do any good.
14084'. Are the accounts generally so satisfactorily kept and audited that they do not want any attention ?
When we come to look at what they have to go through they ought to be if they are not.
14085. But the question is, is the auditing of the accounts so satisfactory that they do not want any
further examination ? I should be perfectly satisfied with it.
14086, Have you had much experience in examining the accounts of the Friendly Societies? Tes.
'
14087. Have you found the Secretaries generally competent to keep books and so on? "Well, taking them
ns working-men there has been a great deal more noiso than anything else.
14088. If the statement has been made that your Daughters’ Division has failed to pay the doctor’s
accounts it would not he correct ? It would be false.

■
Air. Henry Asher sworn and examined :—
Mr. H. Asher.
14089. President.] What Society are you a member of ? The Hebrew Mutual Benefit Society.
28JuiyTl882.
14090. What number of members have you ? Thirty-three.
_
14091. Is that the largest number you have ever had? Ho, the Society has been broken up a long time,
but we have reformed it again.
14092. What was the reason it was dissolved ? They gave too mnch benefits.
14093, Your expenditure was greater than your income? Exactly so.
14094. And you were dissolved for want of funds ? Tes.
14095. What amount of funds have you to your credit now? £95 7s. lid, at the end of June.
14096. What was the expenditure last year ? £7 to the doctor, and £9 9s. to the chemist last quarter.
14097. Is that the average ? Tes.
14098. What contributions do you pay ? Is. a week, and Is. a quarter extra.
14099. What does the Secretary get ? 8s. a month, and pay my own contribution out of it.
14100. What do you pay to the clcauer ? Just a small gratuity occasionally.
14101. Do you consider tho sum of Is. a week sufficient to ensure all the benefits you provide ? Tos;
we have no sick benefit, only a funeral donation.
_
14102. And what is that? £5 for twelve months’ membership, and £10 after two years if clear on the
books of the Society.
14103. Do you receive any assistance from the members of your own Communion who do not happen to
he members of the Society ? No, unless they like to join as honorary members,
14104. No donations ? No, we have had none yet.
14105. And your funds have been wholly made up from the, contributions ? Just so.
14106. What was the contribution before the Society was dissolved ? I believe 15d. a week, with a
guinea a w'eok sick pay, doctor and medicine, and £20 at death of members, and a funeral and stone
found free.
14107. What funds were there to the credit of the Society when it was dissolved ? Nothing at all—they
were in debt.
14108. Do you consider that the shilling that is now paid is sufficient to meet all your liabilities ? Tes,
because we have no liabilities ; most of our members arc working-men, and they have given a guarantee
that they will not take the benefits unless they actually want it; we save lid. a month from each member.
14109, Is that after you have paid your doctor and chemist? Yes.
14110. Do you pay anything for the use of the building? No.
14111. Do all your members undergo a medical examination? Yes.
14112. Tour Society is a registered Society ? ■ Tes.
14113. Only recently registered ? Last month, I think it was.
■
14114. How do you invest your funds ? In the Bank.
14115. To the credit of Trustees r Tes; we have £52 10s. in the Bank at 5 pier cent, interest.
14116. Do the officers provide any guarantee ? No.
14117. Do you propose that there should be a bond or guarantee? No.
14118. Tour Society is wholly confined to your own communion ? Tes, exactly.
1
14119. How often do you have your aecouuts audited? Every quarter,
14120. Mr. llwbie.] You say you have only lately come into existence again? About three years since.
14121. And it broke np for want of funds ? Tes.
14122. Are you giving the same benefits they gave? We gave no sick benefits at all.
14123. All you provide is— ? Doctor and medicine, and the funeral donation I mentioned before.
14124. Mr. Langlcyi] Have the whole of those funds accumulated since the Society was re-started ?
Yes, we began afresh with thirteen members.
14125. Without any funds at all? Without any funds at all.
14126, In your opinion, could you work your Lodge or Society satisfactorily for less than Is.? I do not
think so.
14127. Mr. Abigail!] Seeing that under the full benefit system you failed at Is. 3d. a week, have you auy
doubt that those benefits could not be given for Is.? Wo could not do it.
14128. The benefits you gave are about the same as those of other Societies ? Yes, but wo charged no
entrance money theu.
.14129. Tour expenses are about 4s. Id. a month ? Tes.
14130. Mr. Smith!] 'Were you a member of the old Society ? Yes.
14131. Was it a registered Society ? I believe it was.
14132. Was any action taken by the Eegistrar? 1 do not think there was, but I do not recollect.
14133. Wero any persons put to inconvenience? Tes, I believe one or two never got their money to
this day; they had nobody to get it from.
14134.
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14134, Theu some injustice was done through the bursting up of the old Society ? Yes.
_ _
14135, And that resulted from the fact that yon gave larger benefits than most of the Societies? No
28July, 1S82. gocjefcy ever gave the benefits; for they provided funerals and stones, and for people to come to the
house and pray for them.
14136. How many years did the Society csist ? Oh, a long time.
14137. "What is “ a long time”? Eight, or twelve years, to the best of my recollection.
14138. "Were there many members in connection with it? Oh yes, nearly all tho Jews in the country.
14139. Then they would be very strong ? Yes, very strong indeed.
14140. You said you paid no entrance fee ? Yes, a very large entrance fee, according to age.
14141, Were any members sustained by that Society in their old age ? There were two or three
pensioners.
14142. Permanent ? Yes, while they lived.
_
14143. There was no special provision in the Society for that ? No; it depended how long they had been
in it; the Committee could vote them the money.
'
_
14144. Is it a fact within your knowledge that the Society gave a large pension and house free of rent ?
Not a house.
'
14145. Did they find clothing and food ? Not to my knowledge.
14146. But they gave a pension ? Yes.
14147. Do you know what was the amount per week paid by way of pension to any of the old members ?
Erom 7s. 6d. to 12s. 6d.
,
14148. Is it not a fact that some members had as much as 30s. a week ? Not to my knowledge: they
may have had it.
_
14149. Could it have escaped your notice as a member ? I should not think it would.
14150. All the wealthy Jews in this city of Sydney were identified with the old Society ? Oh no—not one
quarter of them.
_
14151. Then if it were said you had received large donations of money would it be true ? I do not know.
14152. There are two sections of J ews here ? There are two Synagogues, but they are both the same.
14153. Did the old Society make any provision for the orphans of deceased members? No, none what
ever.
,
_
_
14154. Is it a fact that a number of children, I think some five, were educated and maintained by tbe old
Hebrew Society ? No ; that is the Orphan Society—a different Society entirely. "We have three Hebrew
Societies in Sydney : we have the Philanthropic Society, the Widow and Orphan Society, and we have
this one. but they are all distinct.
_
_
14155. I see the balance-sheet shows you have paid a guinea for the registration of these Rules ? Yes.
14156. These Rules were twelve months in operation before you sought to register them ? No, wc had to
get them altered before we could get them registered.
*
_
_
^
14157. I suppose you have not much knowledge of the working of the Friendly Societies Act ? No.
14158. Are you a member of any other Friendly Society ? T am not now, but I was at one time.
14159. Then there can be no doubt about the stability of the Society under the present amount of con
tribution you now receive ? None whatever.
The Commission then adjourned till Monday, 31st July,

MONDAY, 31 JULY, 1882.
present:—

JOHN DAVIES,

.

JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

Esq.,

M.P., C.M.O.,

President.

JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
P. R. HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
E. J. RDBJE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.

Mr. James Thomas Hewitt sworn and examined :—
Mr. J. T. 14160. President.] What Society are you a member of? The Prince Albert Lodge Grand United Order of
Hewitt. Oddfellows.
/——■■ 141 Gl. How long have you been a member ? Four years.
31 July, 1882.14162. Do you hold auy office 1 Secretary.
14163. How long have you held the office? About twelve months.
14164. What is the financial position of your Society ? At the present time we are only wortli about £45,
and have fiftv-one members.
14165. "What is the cause of your funds being so low 1 I attribute it to the sickness which has been very
prevalent amongst the members during the time I have been a member.
_ _
14166. Has there been a large proportion of sickness amongst your members ? Yes, there have been within
the last six or eight months four or five continually on the funds.
14167. Arc they old members ? Old members.
14168. How long has your Lodge been in existence? Upwards of thirty years ; I am not sure of the date.
14169. What is the largest number of members you have had at any time 1 I am not aware.
14170. And most of those remaining are old men ? Well on an average they range between forty and sixty.
14171. What are the contributions paid ? Is. 3d. a week.
14172. Have they always been Is. 3d. ? No.
14173. For how long have they been that ? The last twelve months.
14174. You were compelled to raise the contributions? We were not actually compelled, but it was thought
advisable by the Lodge in order to better the condition of things to have an extra 3d., and the members
agreed to it.
14175. Do you tliink your Lodge would have been in existence now if you had not done that ? They would
have been in existence, but they would not have been on such a financial footing.
_
14176. You would not have had £45 to your credit? Undoubtedly not
14L7f.
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14177. What do you think is sufficient to give tile benefits tliat your by-laws provide'? I think myself that Mr. J. T.
our Lodge will never be able to do with anything less than Is. 3d.; hut in ease of a new Lodge X imagine
Hewitt.
Is. would be quite sufficient, because you would have a greater percentage of young men, while in this
si
Lodge the majority are old members, ami are thusdiable to sickness more then young men, as a rule, are.
31 "u^’:L88"14178. But do you not think young members joining would become old men? Yes, and a Lodge in its
infancy should provide against that.
*
14179. And could that be done by the payment of Is. a week? I imagine so.
14180. Bo you not think your Lodge is a striking proof that it is not sufficient ? It is certainly not very
creditable.
14181, Is it not a striking proof that the contributions are not sufficient l -I cannot say definitely upon that
point, because I believe'any Society at all can be worked for Is. a week, and there is ample proof of it, when
you look round at other Societies and compare their position with ours. It only requires management
and system.
1418:1. Bo you know any Society that has been in existence thirty years that is in a better position than
yours ? I could name six that have only been in existence half the time.
14183, You are aware that the liabilities are growing all the time ? Yes.
14184. That the members grow more liable to sickness and death ? Yes, I am aware of that of course.
14185. Amd you still think that a Society could he carried on for Is. a week ? Yes, that is my firm
conviction.
14186. How do you invest the small funds that you have 1 They are invested in the Savings’ Bank.
14187. In the names of Trustees? Yes, we have Trustees.
14188. Have you had any cases of defalcation in connection with the Lodge?
Ho, not that I am
aware of.
14189. Mr. Gelding.~\ This book {produced) is, I suppose, your cash receipt book? Yes.
14190. And do you think this is a good way of keeping members’ contributions ? No, I do not, and 1
aimed at a reform, but I cannot say what the result will be until wc next meet.
14191. The way in which the pence-raoney is entered down here, it is almost an impossibility to know
what a member owes or the position he stands in ? "Well, yon can understand it—or at least I can—but J.
know it is not a proper mode of doing it
14192. You have given some attention to the working of Briendly Societies? Yes, during the last two or
three months,
14193. Bo you not think it would be advisable to have a uniform system of keeping your books? Yes, and
it is tho case in our Order, our Lodge I think being the exception.
14194. Have not the Bistrict Officers taken steps to compel you to keep the hooks in a proper way? Not
me personally j they have called attention to the irregular system of book-keeping, and we are aiming now
at something better, but no definite action has been taken so far.
■
14195. You are quite sure that Is. a week is enough for young Societies to pay ? Yes.
14196. Out of your own Order, are you aware of any other large Society that only pays Is. a week ? I have
heard that the Manchester Unity only pays that.
14197. Considering the age of your members now, and the small amount of capital, do you think Is. 3d. is
sufficient to meet your demands ? If things go on as they have been, I have no hesitation in saying that
.£45 will never see us over another twelve months.
14198, And do you not attribute that to the fact that you have been working in this cheap manner in the
infancy of your Lodge ? I cannot say, us I have been a member only two or three years.
14199. Is the minute-hook {‘produced) the only minute-book you keep ? From the time I have taken *
office it is.
14200. Are the minutes of each night confirmed in the usual manner ? Yes.
14201. Bo you ever have them signed? The Noble Grand as a rule signs them.
14202. In 1880 there are nights in which the minutes of tlie night’s proceedings are entirely omitted ;__was
there any lapse of meetings on those nights ? I cannot answer that, for I might not have been there ; my
secretaryship dates from January 24 this year.
14203. And in a very large proportion of cases the minutes were unsigned; were they confirmed the same
way as the others ? I believe so.
14204. There are some nights referring to matters on the preceding night of which no notice is taken in
tlie preceding night's minutes ? I should think that was the elective Secretary's fault for omitting to put it
down. He keeps the minute-book ; I have nothing to do with tliat.
14205. Bo you not tliink it would be wise to have your books paged, so that you would know that they are
tho correct minutes ? Yes, I am sure of it.
14206. And headed with tho name of the Lodge ? Just so.
14207. You are quite sure that these are the minutes of that Lodge, though it bears no evidence of it? I
am certain of it, As soon as I was appointed Secretary I did my best to bring about a better style of
'
book-keeping : and I am trying to aim at a reform, though with a certain amount of opposition ; but I hope
the matter will be settled at our next Lodge meeting, and that we shall have a better system.
14208. Mr. jVevj/aml.] Has not your Lodge, on repeated occasions, tried to 1'aise their contributions ? They
'
have.
■
14209. And they have failed? They have failed,
.
14210. How long is it since your Lodge endeavoured to do that? Some two years ago, I tliink ; eighteen
months or two years ago.
14211. Have you not lately endeavoured to increase your funds by levying on yourselves ? On our last
Lodge night I. think a resolution was brought forward that we should pay the Bistrict levy out of our
own pockets, _without touching the funds of the Lodge, but the motion was defeated after a little debate,
the reason being tliat there wore about eight or nine young members there who came prepared to draw their
■
clearances iu the event of the motion being carried.
14212. Have not similar attempts been made in the past, which have also failed ? Yes.
14213. Has there not been a general complaint on the part of tbe Bistrict officers at the manner in which
your Lodge was conducted ? Yes.
’
14214. The Bistrict officers have no power to fine the officers for any irregularities according to their laws?
Quite so.
14215.
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Mr. J. T. 14215. Mr. Langley.'] Is no supervision exercised over the working of your subordinate Lodges by an
Hewitt, appointed or elected officer of the District or Grand Lodge 1 Well, there is no direct supervision, with tho •
7L, exception of the District or Lodge transacting the regular business that transpires between them.
_
31 Ju y, 1 ■ 1421G. Is there not provided by your constitution an officer, a District officer, who is supposed to exercise
supervision over the different Lodges, and to see that they are working in accordance with the constitution l
Yes ; in that sense of the word the District has power to supervise all the Lodges, and see that they are
working in accordance \with the constitution.
_
_
14217. Has it been known to the District that your Lodge has been carrying on your business in such a
loose and irregular manner as they have been doing 1 I believe it has.
14218. And have no steps been taken to compel them to act up to your constitution as registered under the
Friendly Societies’Act ? Die only attempt that has been made lias been that the District officers have
visited the Lodge and endeavoured by force of speech to try and alter the state of affairs. That is the only
action I know of that has been taken.
14219. Are you certain of that? That is all I know of.
_
14220. But docs not your constitution give certain powers to the District, in case of a Lodge acting
illegally 1 Yes, if a Lodge is acting illegally it does ; but you cannot call illegal anything that the Lodge
has done since I have been a member of it; it lias only been the want of system, and the rough way things
have been done; it lias been legal, but unbusinesslike.
_
_
14221. Is it not illegal to commence the business of one Lodge meeting without confirming tho minutes of
the previous Lodge night ? It is illegal.
_ _
_
14222. Then if you had no minutes how could you be acting legally 1 It would ho quite illegal, hut in the
course of answering these questions I am only speaking of the time I have been appointed, since when the
minutes have always been confirmed.
14223. You have stated that .you have tried to bring about a reform ? Yes.
14224. Have you been supported in that by the District officers ? Undoubtedly.
_
14225. And has anything come of it i Nothing definite yet, but I have great hopes that there will be ; and
I am certain a reform will be brought about in a short period of time.
.
- 14226. But do you not think, where the interests of so many people arc at stake, that it is the duty of the
District officers to interfere when they find a Lodge acting illegally and going to tlie bad as your Lodge
appears to be doing 1 Undoubtedly.
_
14227. Then have these powers been exercised to your knowledge 1 No, only in what I have just men
tioned, the District officers going there and giving advice.
’
_
14228. They have taken no other action or pointed out to you what could be done under the Act if you con
tinued to act as you have been acting ? Not that I am aware of.
14229. If tlie same state of things that you refer to is carried out in each Lodge, would not the Lodges be
come independent of the Distinct ? That is a question I can hardly answer. 1 know that wc could not got
away from the District for want of funds, if for nothing else.
_
_
14230. But if you are acting illegally as regards your funds what claim have you on the District, if the
District knows you are acting in this way 7 We would have no claim on them, but the District so far has
always met all our claims, and I fancy it is their look out.
L
_
14231, Do you not think, in cases where a Lodge acts in opposition to or in defiance of the recommendations
of the governing body, the Friendly Societies Act should give such powers to the governing body as would
prevent anything of the kind occurring again 7 Yes, undoubtedly.
_
14232. Unless there is a power of the kind, do you think it is possible subordinate Lodges can be carried
on with due regard to the interests of its individual members 7 No, I do not.
_
_
14233. Mr. Smith.] Can you explain to the Commission why this book {the balance-sheet book) is so muti
lated 7 No, I cannot.
_
14234. How long has the book been in your possession as Secretary 7 It has only been in my possession
since January 24.
14235. You have apparently done the principal tvriting and figuring in it 7. No.
_
_
14236. And you cannot account for the mutilation? No, 1 cannot; I have only entered two things in that
book that you have possession of now.
14237. Are these the balance-sheets that are presented to your Lodge? Yes.
■
14238. They are not signed by any Auditors? I believe they are.
14239. Do you know that there are one or two tliat are not signed by any Auditors 7 No, I am not aware
of that; I can vouch for the last three reports being audited and found correct; and the Auditors, if they
have not signed the book, have signed a paper which the Lodge holds possession of to that effect.
14240. President.] I see the name of one of your members, “James Wiseman”; is there such a member 7
Not at the present time.
'
14241. There was in 1859 7 I do not know ; I was not a member.
14242. You cannot tell wbat tlie practice was in reference to sick pay in those days? No, I could not.
14243. What is your practice nowin reference to sick pay? A brother who requires sick pay has to
forward a certificate signed by our medical officer, and thereupon the Secretary sends word to the Sick Com
mittee, who go and visit him and report to the Lodge at tlie next meeting, and on their report the money is
either paid or not, as the case may be.
14244. How much do you allow 7 .£1 a week for twenty-six weeks, and contributions paid.
14245. What do you give after that time? 15s. a week.
14246. And after that 7 10s. a week, I think.
14247. Do you give full sick pay now 7 Yos.
14248. At the present time 7 Yes, at the present time.
14249. You have not suspended benefits 7 Not now—it has been done.
_
14250. How long since 7 Two years ago the benefits were suspended for twelve months by unanimous vote
of the members.
14251. Have you any of your members now on the sick funds 7 No, we have not.
14252. Has it been proposed by the officers or members to take any steps to place the Lodge on a proper
financial basis 7 Yes, several times, and I may mention that they are going to hold a public meeting and
initiate members at reduced rates to try and help them out of the fire.
14253.
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4‘ 53. And do you think it is likely that many will join the Society even at the reduced rates under existing Mr. J. T.
circumstances i 1 can hardly answer that question; there are so many inducements held out now, and so
Hewitt.
™CTpetltl0^.t^aVt *S a kar<* matter tthsay whether you could got half a dozen to join.
t*16 competition existing is a healthy one ? I do not think it is.
31 July, 1882.
14J55. You have nothing further to add to your evidence ? No.
14256. Mr.Slade^] On January 10th, 1883, there was a motion proposed and seconded that a certain member
be expelled from tlie Lodge for entering under false pretences as regards his age
was lie expelled 2 Yes.
Has such a case as that conic to your knowledge at any other time ? No
14258. Either in your own or any other Lodge ? No.
"
* ‘
142o9. Is it within your knowledge that the Society to which you belong has had to take action in order to
protect themselves from such misrepresentations ? No.
14200. Have you had to refuse candidates for such a reason ? No, not to my knowledge.

Mr. Henry Hund sworn and examined :—
,
14261. President.} You are a member of------1 Travellers’ Home Lodge, Grand United Order of Oddfellows.
14262. Vou are tlie Secretary ? The Secretary.
„ J™* ,
M-Hund.
14263. Have you held the office long ? About two years.
14264, You recently advertised for a medical officer ? Yes, about four months ago.
14265. Had you many applications ? Yes, we had seventeen.
y' “ ‘
14266. Do you remember the names of them ?
No, but I have a list of them. I produce a list of the
names of doctors tendering for the Society, and the prices :—Dr. Rigley, 14s. ; Dr. Nome 15s
Dr
JnsmSb V-nd£1
!>-Hirst, 20s. and ^lSlsy,; Dr. Steel (acc^Sd ^ and ■
or! 1 j ^ y
14s- > Dr- Darker, 14s. and £1 Is. ; Dr. Cummen, 20s. and .£1 Is • Dr Eichler
lA-R^A lSfi; Dl’AeiSTr’
a^1/1 ls‘; Dr‘ belgrave, 10s. and £1 Is. ; Dr. Durham, 16s. and £1 Is. ■
Dr. Bestick, 18s. and £1 Is. ; Dr. O’Connor, 14s. and £1 Is.
'
14267. What was tlie lowest tender ? Dr. Belgrave.
14268. What was the amount ? 10s. per financial member per year, and then there was a guinea extra for
accouchement fees ; some doctors did not tender specially for accouchement, and in these cases there Ts no
price opposite their names in tlie list which I have produced.
14269. What tender did you accept 1 Dr. Steel’s.
14270. What was his rate ! 15s.
•
14271. Do you know the reason why the Society did not accept the lowest tender 3 Well, the tender that
A
S° rtUdl Uie am0QUn! aS thc raan t]l0u31lt to be the best doctor. Dr. Steel was thought
cffiAXi-n!
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Dr‘ ^
^ ^ who ^uld
knowkdgeU haV° ^ diffic'llty at any time b obtahiing the services of a medical man ?

Never, to my

13 the financiaI Positmn of your Society at the present time ? Very good
!;o-r
amount of money have you to your credit'? I think about ,£380
142m. And how many members have you ? On our books we have 170, but we returned last quarter 132
™ot thmi ”
week" The'V haVe

t0 P'ay aS mUCh contributions?

Those that are non-medical members only pay 9d. a

u?5r tA y°U r
th° S°ci?ty in a Sood P°siti011 ^tb £330
130 members ? Yes, I think so
extent of 15rhr-lablfi
A’1! •t°
ltiembers'1 No; when a member becomes unfinancial to the
extent of 15s. he is unfinancial and is no longer entitled to any benefit until eight weeks have elapsed after
14279CO Beutfism nn?
A” tu Pay Up a11 he 0ms in 0rder to be e“titled 110 beaefits. 1
i !ooo
suPPose death took place ( Ihey would get nothing.
doo?'
suspendcd froin funeral donations as well as sick pay ? From all benefits.
MJ-bl. What do you pay a week? 15d. a week.
ItiS“Iy!k"“"“hS
‘•vop.UUJd.a™*, but

14283. What was the object in raising tbe contribution? It was to make it more easily understood bv
14284 A^T^01118 away7lt!1, tbr:!fVy whlcb bad to be collected at the end of each quarter.
7
mernltrf? dfl?/a COn.Slder that tlleT ™ntoi,butions are sufficient to provide the benefits for each of your
uow
k ls> but 1 donot
;t istoomuch-some pay ^

sasssassfof

1 °“,y

1'°U ^ a,"tmr °f

aJfnot &“m

1 “mMl °l

’*•is«; k. ™ i«
^ »P '■»» Wn.tta

Mfi*he4
1“vc 8“B fr,,m

«*»**'

is?: £ iYi-XSiS; fttej! tsrmt ^ *not w "i”:t is ^ tee“ * M“'b'r °f M“1“ a "‘e"to <* ?»” nrfge who i. in .rrem largd, 1
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14296. Mr. Greville,] Have you no regulation for striking off all members after a certain amount of arrears
have accumulated ? Well, I think we have, and about two years ago we struck off about half a dozen
31 Jul 1882 ,nem^e,'s wbo were largely in arrears. There is some law that after a certain time they can be struck off,
' U
‘ but they have to be notified first, and if a member goes away we cannot notify him.
14297. Wliatever provision there maybe it is not carried into execution ? Not very often, because a
member might go to England and let the arrears run on all the time, and then come back again and pay up
his arrears when lie returns.
_
14298. Then the number of members on your books is no criterion as to the number of financial members
there are ? No.
Mr. Abraham Garcia sworn and examined:—
Mr.A. Garcia. 14299. President.^ What Society are you a member of? The Independent Order of Oddfellows.
A—n 14300. Do you hold any office? Yes,
31 July, 1882. 14301. What office? Second in command, tlie Deputy Grand Master.
14302. How long have you held the office? Since February last.
14303. Have you held any previous office ? Yes.
14304. Wliat was that? That of Grand Warden for twelve months.
14305. How many subordinate Lodges have you opened ? Fifteen.
1430G. You opened them yourself, with thc assistance of the other officers? Yes, I was Die promoter of
the fifteen.
.
14307. What did it cost to open each of these Lodges? I could scarcely answer tliat, for the simple
reason that we have to define the “ cost.” Do you mean furnished, or simply the opening ? ^
_
14308. Tlie opening of the Lodge first? Well, in the opening of a Lodge the following things arc
necessary :—Warrant, £5; seal, £2 10s. There arc one or two items in connection with this, in connection
with our secret working; one costs .£3; regalia, from £8 to £11; and advertisements in three papers for
a period of about three months.
■
14309. What did that come to ? Between £5 and £6,
14310. Wliat else? Boolcs for thc Secretary and use of the Ixidgo, I should say about £2 10s.; ballotbox, 15s.; marbles, 4s.; circulars, 7s. 6d.; Bible, from 15s. upwards; lamps, 2s. Cd.; skull, £1; chains,
about Is. 6d.; and there are a few incidental expenses.
_
_
_
14311. What would they come to? £1 would cover them aD, except on thc opening night, which is a
special arrangement.
14312. Does that include the, furniture ? There is no furniture.
14313. And has each of the Lodges that you have opened cost about this sum ? Well, I happened to find
an old balance-sheet before coming here, in which I find that the expenses were £28 2s. lid.
14314. Is that sum of money taken out of the takings of the Lodge when it is first formed? Yes.
14315. The first night ? The first night.
■
14316. And does every Lodge opened cost on an average the sum you have mentioned there ? Some have
cost more.
14317. What is tho liighcst price tliat has been paid for opening a Lodge ? I really could not tell you at
tlie present moment.
14318. You do not know ? I really could not toll.
_
_
14319. Do you think it is necessary that so large an expenditure should be incurred at the opening of a
Lodge ? Yes, for the simple reason that the Lodge must have the necessary things to work with, and tlie
question is, whether they should bo opened without anything in the Lodge to commence business with.
What is the difference whether they are provided at the opening or afterwards ?
14320. But are they necessary in opening Friendly Societies? 1 do not know tliat; we are bound by the
ritual; but apart from that I should say no; there should be no distinction except a slight regalia for tlie
officers.
_
_ _
14321. What becomes of all these large sums that are got in tins way—£36 you have given the Commission
as the total ? It is paid for these necessary things.
14322. Paid to the Grand Lodge or District Lodge? No, to the various people that provide them. The
charter fee is paid to tlie Grand Lodge, and you want books for the Secretary,
14323. They are not got through the Grand Lodge ? No; we had no Grand Lodgo at the time.
14324. Then the individual members get them, and they are repaid afterwards ? Yes.
14325. And the only sum that goes to the Grand Lodge is £5 for the quarter? Yes,
14326. What are the initiation fees charged on tlie night of joining? Half tlie usual fees.
14327. Is that rule suspended by authority of the Grand Lodge, or how is it? Thc law is that for the
opening night you can admit at half-fees; tliat is our law.
14328. The usual contributions are----- ? 15d. a week.
14329, And what is thc financial state of most of the Lodges you have opened yourself? I believe every
one of them, except perhaps one or two, is in a very fair position.
14330. What would be the total number of members ? I have never opened a Lodge with less than fifty
members on the roll, because a resolution was passed while we were under Victoria tliat tho Grand Master
would not give permission to open any Lodge without that number of members. Hence nearly every Lodge
I have opened has had fifty members on the roll.
14331. You have had then fifty members on the roll? In nearly every case.
'
14332. How have they proceeded since? I believe that they have gone along satisfactorily, as far as I am
able to obtain information.
_
14333. Do you approve of the provision of thc Constitution allowing half-foes on the opening nights?
Not in the main I do not.
14334. Do you approve of the uniform contribution of 15d, a week ! Yes.
14335. You would not approve of a graduated scale of payments by members, according to age ? No.
14336. What is the limit of age when you institute a Lodge? Forty-five years.
14337. That is the highest ? That is the highest
14338. Mr. Smith.] If it has been stated to the Commission that a Lodge started at Pyrmont cost between
£60 and £70, would it be true? I believe not.
14339.
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14339. Tlie Lodge there was opened by you, was it not 1 Yes.
14340. Would you bo in a position to give the Commission particulars as to the exact cost of opening that A. Garcia.
Lodge i They have the particulars already in the Lodge.
,,
31 July, 1882.
] 4341. If a balance-sheet was produced showing that this amount was expended, would you say then that it
was not correct ? I could not say that without I saw the balance-sheet.
14342. Do you know the financial position of the Lodge at Pyrmont ? I donot; 1 have not visited that
Lodge since some three or four months after the opening.
14343. Has it ever been brought under your notice that that Lodge lias suffered from the fact that the
charges were so great in opening that they have hardly been able to recover themselves t Hot to my know
ledge.
14344. You visited that Lodge for the purpose of opening it, with a number of other officers 1 Yes.
14345. You went by coach or some other vehicle f We did.
14346. Did you charge the Lodge for the ct>st of conveying you 1 Yes, we did.
14347. Some 19s. 6d.l Yes.
14348. Is it customary 1 1 imagine so ; both the Druids and the Grand United Order do the same thing;
and for a simple reason, whether it would be just to a man who attended the Lodge night after night to
permit him to put his hands into his pocket and tramp something like 3 miles from home for the purpose of
opening the Lodge; besides carrying a large bundle of goods for its use.
14349. How many officers are necessary for the opening ceremony ? Somewhere about eight or nine
14350. Were there more than eight or nine on that particular occasion 7 I could not positively say how
many there were, but there was a very large attendance of members and officers.
14351. There is a good deal of regalia and paraphernalia of one kind and another used in the opening of
one of your Lodges ? Yes.
14352. Does any particular tradesman in tlie city supply that regalia, or are you under any arrangement as
to the supply of the necessary regalia and paraphernalia 1 Ho, even up to the present time ; it was simply
agreed that all should be done through thc Grand Secretary's Office.
.
14353. Then I presume you would be in a position to give the order to whom you liked? Yes.
14354, Tliat is invariably done ? That has been carried out in the opening of thc various Lodges by me.
14355. 'Then would tlie accounts bo rendered to you or to the Grand Secretary ? There was no Grand
Secretary then.
14356. This has-been your usual practice 7 All Lodges since then, I have done nothing more than open
them. 1 have adopted a different principle, a system of personal canvassing, instead of issuing bills and
placards and putting advertisements in the papers, having found it was an expensive mode of proceeding,
and Lodges have been opened for a very small amount, Since the Grand Lodgo has been here I have not
interfered with the arrangements, except to obtain tho members. Penrith and Mount Victoria, and
Goulburn and Strawberry Hills, cost about 25s. 1 admit that in the opening of some of the older Lodges
I have been more extravagant than otherwise, but not purposely so; as far as the bills rendered to myself
are concerned they were correct; but I have now done away with the placards and advertisements,wliich are
large items, and have since simply canvassed from house to house for the purpose of forming the Lodges.
The Lodge at Strawberry Hills 1 opened with sixty members, and it cost about 25s. or not that; under the
peculiar circumstances I was led into an extravagant outlay at Pyrmont which otherwise I should never
have incurred. I opened about eleven Lodges here in fifteen months ; it was quick work, and .to show my
actions were confirmed by the Grand Master in Victoria, I holdiu my pocket documents confirming all my
actions and speaking in the liighcst terms of me in my connection with thc Order. If there has been an
extravagant outlay in connection with some of our Lodges, by being judiciously advised by some of the
heads of our Order, they could have increased their funds by holding social entertainments for what it cost
them to open their Lodges, i have a document here giving tbe cost price of opening a Lodgo in the
Manchester Unity, amounting to £10 2s., but this does not provide for a great deal tliat is required, and so
tho question comes who pays the cost in these other Orders, the Grand Lodge or the subordinate Lodge.
In our Order wc only pay to the extent of £5, and it is a question whether any other Order has the extent
of paraphernalia we have—I think not; and if you come to tot up all these items—and these things if not
purchased at tho start must be bad afterwards—for if tlie Lodge was working without the necessary para
phernalia, and it came to the care of the principal men in the Order, they would have cither to obtain this
necessary working paraphernalia or the charter would be suspended.
14357. President.'] You do not believe a l-iodge can be opened for £10 2s. in connection with the Manchester
Unity ? That is my opinion, because there is a note here: “ Aprons are used, but need not be obtained unless
it is necessary.”
*
14358. Mr, Smith,] These personal canvasses you speak of, are they made by yourself ? By myself and
others who have joined with me.
'
14359. How many Lodges have you opened under this system ? Five.
143G0. Is it not a fact that the system of personal cam-ass necessitates on your part a very great loss of
time 1 It is.
14361. And expense? Loss of time.
14362. For which time you make no charge on the Grand Lodge? Ho, none wliatever. I could claim, 1
believe, but I have never done it yet—I could claim £5 towards the expenses, but I have never done it
since I have been connected with tlie Order.
14363. Then no person who has assisted you in making this personal canvass has received any remunera
tion for his services? Hot any.
14364. Are we to understand that none of these extravagant expenditures in connection with thc opening
of Lodges have taken place during your tenure of office ? Ho, not any of them.
14365. And in order to prevent it you have adopted a now system ? I have.
14366. From your experience in connection with your own Order, have you suffered in any way in working
your Order under the Friendly Societies Act ? I do not understand your question.
14367. Has any difficulty arisen in working your Society under tlie present Act 7 1 donot think so ; as far
as my experience has gone, I do not think that we have had any difficulty with any of the Lodges under
qhe present Friendly Societies Act.
14368. Mr. Greville.] ’What compensates you for-tlie time yon give in canvassing for the formation of these
new Societies ? It is simply tho interest I have taken in the Order since it was established.
14369.
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14369. Have you no pecuniary interest ? Not one single penny j since these things came up I have kept
avay from all pecuniary interest in it.
14370. Then you give the time which is necessary simply from your love of the Order! Simply from my

1S82. love of the 0rder

14371. The accounts which were incurred by the Pyrmont Lodge in its opening, were they paid by you!
Yes, paid by me.
14372. Were they passed in open Lodge, or were they paid by you out of funds which you received on
behalf of the Lodge 1 Partly by these funds, and to show that the money must be made use of, I have a
letter from Mr. Curtis, the Grand Secretary, which says that the money should be sent with the application;
it should be paid prior to the institution of the Lodge, and also all moneys for goods.
14373. "You made nothing out of the institution of these Lodges! Not one penny.
14374. Was there any direct or indirect profit received by you upon tbe goods supplied to that Lodge! No,
not one single fraction ; I never made a pemiy out of any Lodge I have been connected with,'and I may say
that when Giassop and Miller were doing the printing they made the remark to me that they would allow
me 5 per cent., and I refused it, and said that whatever they had to give they could give it to the Lodge.
14375. "When you went to the opening of the Pyrmont Lodge you were driven in a carriage! I was.
1437G. Can you tell me who accompanied you 1 A number of members who were taking part in tlie opening.
14377. And they returned also with you 1 That I could not answer for.
14378. Was the carriage kept there until after the Lodge was over! I think it called back; it is about
three years ago,
14379. Did you return in it 1 Yes.
14380. When you canvass for men to become members of a new Lodge, do you make any inquiries at the
time as to their health or suitability for joining! Yes.
14381. And on what grounds would you pass over a man! On the ground of the doctor refusing him,
and knowing that he was not a fit and proper person to become a member.
14382. You do not tliink that the zeal displayed in the initiation of new Lodges tends to introduce an
unfavourable number of old lives 1 No.
14383. Mr. Zfoldswor/k] A warrant costs £5 I think you said! Yes.
14384, That is not including the books! Yes.
14385. But you named books without the warrant! That is tlie Secretary’s books.
14386. You have opened most of the Lodges in this Colony ! Yes.
14387. You opened them on half initiation fees! Yes.
14388. Are your fees higher or lower than most of other Societies 1 I hardly know.
14389. Your contributions are led., uniform! Uniform.
14390. The later Lodges have cost about 25s. or £1! About that.
’
14391. That is outside the warrant! Outside of everything ; that is simply the circulars.
14392. That is outside of the £36 ! Yes, it is simply for the printing of some circulars that we deliver.
14393. £36 you take to be an average then! Yes.
14394. You open with fifty members! Fifty at the least,
‘
14395. That have paid their initiations 1 That have paid their propositions.
14396. But fifty members at half initiation fees would not be sufficient f Yes, all Lodges have sufficient.
14397. Was there enough at Pyrmont! Yes.
14398. Was it not opened in debt ? No.
,
14399. And were they not sued for thc amounts 1 They were not in debt.
14400. How did they come to be sued in the District Court! There was some printing done for that Lodge,
and they wero sued for that.
14401. Who ordered the printing! I did.
14402. You admit that the expenditure was extravagant! J do.
14403. And you have avoided it since! I have.
14404. Mr. LangleyIt has been stated that tlie Pyrmont, Waterloo, Surry Hills, and North Shore Lodges,
with which you had something to do, have all complained of over-charges
is that true 1 I do not know,
14405. Are you aware whether any trouble was made about tlie Waterloo Lodge 1 There was.
14406. Are you aware whether there was any complaint about tlie Surry Hills Lodge! No, I only opened it.
14407. Are you aware of complaints about the North Shore Lodge! No, I am not; I believe false state
ments have been issued, into which the Commission has been inquiring.
14408. Did you, when the Pyrmont Lodge was sued as referred to, swear that you %vere authorised to
expend certain moneys, and that you had the authority of tlie Grand Master in Victoria! No, I did not
say so.
14409. If that has been sworn it is untrue! I simply stated, that I thought the commission I held was
sufficient to enable me to incur expenses in opening Lodges.
14410, Are you aware that immediately afterwards the officers of that Lodge wrote tothe officers of thc
Grand Lodge asking if you were so authorized, and that a reply came back that you were not authorized to
spend more than £5 ! I was not aware of it,
14411. If it has been sworn you tliink it is not true! Tliat it is not true.
,
14412. Can you give the name of a single officer who rode in that coach, and were there not some ladies rode
in it not connected with the Order1 There were plenty of members.
14413. Would you name a single officer! I repeat my remarks that officers and brothers came down in it.
14414. Are you aware that with the exception of yourself, tlie four or five senior officers who took part did
not ride in a coach that night, but paid their own expenses! I am not aware of anything of tbe kind.
14415. Could you name any one Lodge—with the exception of one opened thc other night—opened with fifty
members! I said fifty on the roll; and every Lodge that was opened had very near that number at the
opening.
14416. You said that, by resolution of the Grand Lodge of Victoria, you could not open with less than fiftyon the list! T said that by resolution of the Grand Lodge of Victoria, the Grand Master would not give
consent to open a Lodge with less than fifty names on the list.
14417. Was there ever such a stipulation made with regard to any new Lodgo in New South Wales!
New South Wales was a part of Victoria, so far as thc Order was concerned, at that time, and 1 was acting
under that.
14418.
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14418. Do you know a party named Mrs. Grey whose name appears in certain accounts 1 I do not.
M:
14419. Do you know who the party was who made tho regalia for Pyrmont and Waterloo about which so A' ^
much talk was made 1 I do not.
31 Jul
14420, Were any inquiries made about that lady 1 I believe so.
u^
14421, Were they able to find her 1 I do not know.
14422. Mr. Slack.] I. understood you that you ordered all these goods for Pyrmont? Yes.
■
14423. Do you consider you gave fair value for the money you charged them? I do.
14424. Was the coffin worth .£3 ? 1 believe Mr. Melville made it, and that was his charge for it • it was
the cheapest I could get.
14425, Are you aware that the bill charged for a box for the coffin as well? No.
1442G. If a witness giving evidence before the Commission states that the coffin would be dear at £1,'
would you take his evidence against Mr. Melville’s charge ? T would not.
14427. Referring to the carriage in which you went to Pyrmont, could any of the executive officers have
ridden in that without your knowledge ? They might have done so, and if my memory serves me aright
arrangements were made that the carriage should call at Abren’s to take up any of the officers who wished
to use it
.
1442S. Did any ladies go in it? Yes, but not then; later in the evening.
14429. Do you again repeat that you gave fair value for the money ? Yes.
14430. There was a chest of drawers which it was said was resold for one quarter of what you charged; were
they worth what you charged for them? Yes, as far as I know.
14431. Mi-. Gelding,] Would you inform the Commission how many members you can virtually open a
Lodge with? Tlie minimum number according to the Constitution is ten.
14432. I believe you told the President that your Society at the present time is in a highly favourable
condition? I believe it is as far as I know, but I do not know anything about figures.
14433. I suppose you have a copy of the proceedings of the Second Annual Communication of your Grand
Lodge? Yes.
14434. Could you inform tlie Commission whether the 1,293 members in December, 1880, were financial or
not? No I could not; I have nothing to do with the finances.
14435. Are you aware that this shows your Order has been going back in numbers ? No, I am not aware
of that,
14436. President.] Have you any further evidence to add 1 I have a few words to add in order that I may
allow in what way I was led into this expense.
14437. All we want to know is whether you have any suggestions to make ? I have not, but I might have
had, had I had more time.
14438. Do you regard the present Act as sufficient for tho purposes of working Friendly Societies ? Yes,
but it would stand amending.
14439. Do you tliink it is properly and fairly administered ? I do not ; I think the Trustees should be
under a bond as well as the Secretary and Treasurer, because according to all rules I see two Trustees can
draw money, and the third has to stand responsible for any misdeeds on the part of thc other two.
14440. Is there anything else ? No, I do not think of anything else just uow.
The Commission then adjourned till Friday, 4th August.

FRIDAY, 4 AUGUST, 1882.
■jjh-jtamt: —

JOHN DAVIES,
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GREVILLE, Esq.,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

Esq.,

C.M.G., M.P.,

President.

JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
P. R, HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
E. J. RUBIE, Esq.,
W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr. Morrice Alexander Black sworn and examined :—
14441. President.] You arc Actuary to thc Mutual Provident Society ? Yes.
14412. A member of the Institute of Actuaries? Yes.
J
14443. Have you given any attention to Friendly Societies and their financial basis? No, I cannot say I M. A
have, not during the last thirty-four years. It is that time since I was apprenticed to an actuary who had
charge of a large Friendly Society, but since then I have not paid any special attention to them. I should 4
my attention was called to the Act that was passed in 1873, and I pointed out tlie defects in it in a
letter to the Sydney Morning Herald, showing that the Act as proposed would be valueless, as not giving
the requisite information.
14444. About what date was that? As far as my memory goes, it was in October, 1873. I know I did
call public attention to it, but my impression is tliat the letter was not published.
14415. With reference to the Act that you have just made reference to, have you given it any particular
attention ? Well, I must confess I have not since it was passed; I gave attention to it at tlie time.
1444G. In what particular did it strike your mind tliat thc Act was deficient? J have a distinct recollection
of reading it, and of being impressed with the fact that there was nothing iu it that would enable anyone to
get at tho right position of thc Societies; there were no Schedules attached to it requiring the valuation of
the assets and liabilities to be given—nothing attached to it that would render it from a professional point
of view of any service.
11447: Was there any other point tliat struck your mind in which the Act was defective? I think my
attention was directed particularly to tlie fact that there was nothing in it that would enable a professional
actuary to arrive at the position of ihe Societies. A.s I have said, I have not looked at the Act since, and
have not felt myself called upon to got up the subject; but I think there was something about statistics that
were asked for. I do not think the Schedules were put in such a form as would have enabled us to arrive
at satisfactory data; that is to say, the Schedules were not such as an actuary would have been able to
compile
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compile or deduce data from the experience. I am sure that they were not in that form ; that supposing
' ‘
acB' I had been wanting to value the Societies ; I could not have done it. I very much regret that I did not keep
4 Auc 1882 a C0PJ^e^ter> because I took a good deal of pains to expose thc faults of the Act as it then stood,
’
' and to point out that no good results as far as disclosing the position of the Societies could possibly bo
arrived at. I am of course speaking from memory, as it is as far back as 1873.
14448. You are aware that the Act provides for annual returns to be made by Friendly Societies 1 Oh
yes; but there is nothing laid down or prescribed as to their character; the Act does not define tho
character of the retiuns.
14449. Have you some copies of returns? Any quantity.
14450. Will you produce them to tlie Commission? I have here some reports from my different
professional friends when I was last in England, and have got a complete set. These are different actuarial
valuations, and here is what I got from the actuary of one of the Friendly Societies myself; it is a form
he supplies to Societies with the different particulars required to be furnished. (Jform produced. See

Appendix.)

■

14451. And arc you of opinion that it would be necessary to have some form of this kind incorporated in
the Act itself? I tliink so. It would be hopeless to try to get any reliable data without it.
14452. Then a return of this kind would furnish you with all thc necessary information? Well, no ; here
is a complete set of forms that an actuary would ask for when called upon to make a valuation. I cannot
put them in, as they are private, but I will give you the style of thing asked for—instructions for filling up
forms, prepared by myself, for the valuation of the assets and liabilities.
14453, But I suppose we can get a table on a practicable basis? Yes ; but I gather from Mr. Tecce that
the Societies are not in a position to give even the ages of their members.
14454. Oh no, that is an error ? That I attach great importance to—getting the absolute experience of the
Friendly Societies—that is to say, their sickness experience, because we talk about mortality experience
here in our tables ; and it does not follow that the sickness experience will be tlie same as the mortality
experience, and we have nothing of this experience published ; but if they could be got, 1 should think it
would be most invaluable to compile tlie sickness experience of the different Societies ; but without the
ages at entrance, and ages at death, and the number of weeks' sickness they have experienced, it would be
useless. If, however, that information could he elicited, it would he very valuable; and of course, in con
nection with these returns, besides the number of weeks1 sickness per member, it should be elicited how
much should be paid at each age for each member. It was not until one or two actuaries had been consulted
in England that there was iiny improvement in the Societies there. They wore as bad in England_ as they
are here.
14455. Have you seen the form of return Mr. Teece has recommended ? No, I have not.
14456. Has he not shown it to you ? No. Of course these returns are by an able friend of mine, who
has perhaps made more valuations than any other man, and he has these forms ready made, because he has
a large practice, having reported on many Societies.
14457. Then unless the information you speak of in reference tothe sickness and mortality were given, you
would not be able to give anything like an estimate of value ? I do not say that. I should say that
tlie experience that 1 refer to would be very desirable to got, hut it would not be at all necessary that tho
experience should precede tho valuation. Just as the liabilities of the Mutual Provident and all other
Societies are determined by the tables of mortality used by the English Offices, it would not be necessary that
wc should deduce the experience of the Societies here preparatory to making a valuation. I believe you
could do nothing better than adopt the experience of the Manchester Unity of Oddfellows, as theirs is thc
largest experience of sickness, without exception, and it is under very competent management indeed; but
then should not be lost sight of as a recommendation, the systematic collection of the experience of the
Societies for New South Wales to be accumulated and recorded.
14458. You do not think it is necessary to get this information for it to form the basis of a set of tables to
value these Societies now? Oh no, we have quite enough; we know the state of things here-is not
very much different from home, and it would be quite near enough to adopt the tables of the Manchester
Unity of Mr. Batcliffe; but if the thing is to he worked into shape, and we are to have Friendly Societies,
on a satisfactory and scientific footing, it should not he lost sight of
14459. But speaking of tho financial basis, do yon tliink it necessary that we should have such information
as you have indicated? Yes; but it would not be essential to determine their financial position. It is
very interesting and necessary to have returns of their sickness, and to ascertain what the experience is, in
order to find out wliat the contributions ought to be, When we do find that, we can compare it with the
„ experience at home and see if it is more favourable ; if so, the rates of contribution might be less; but a
valuation could be determined by tables already existing.
■
14460. Then for Benefit Societies would you favour the principle of a uniform contribution from all
members irrespective of tho age at joining, or a graduated payment according to age ? There can bo no
question about that; certainly a graduated scale; the other would be going hack about one hundred years.
14461. Then you are not aware that most of the Societies have a fixed contribution? Well, a few hours
ago I had a chat ahout it with Mr. Toece, but till then I did not know it. It was in primitive days
when they took a uniform premium, before there wero any glimmerings of science on the subject.
14462. And you are quite certain that it is necessary to have a graduated scale? Well, there is a rough
and ready way the school-teachers have of adopting an assessment plan of assurance; if you want to treat
of all things in common, there could be no possible objection to it.
14463. But I am asking you as to tins equity of the thing? It is absurd.
14464. And as to tbe question whether it will place the Society in a financial position? Well, I am not
sure. If you could get a good number of individuals to be so absurd, I think it would be quite possible
that the Society should he financially in a sound position on a uniform scale if the payments are only high
enough. If you get people foolish enough to all pay a uniform rate it would he quite within the bounds
of calculation to have a uniform scale. ■
,
14465, But Societies giving benefits on the following scale ;—.£20 in case of the cLfiath of the member, and
.£10 or £15 at the death of the wife; a guinea a week sick pay for six months, 15& the next six months,
10s. the third six months, with 5s. superannuation allowance, together with medical atte.ndance and medicine
for the member, his wife, and family, and often to the widow and orphan, and in most ca ses paying only Is.
a week;—would they stand ? Is, a week all round ?
'
' ‘
14466.
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14466. Yes? Oh no; common sense would tell me that. Would you jilease state it over again?
Mr,
14467. Societies with members averaging (say) forty years of age, and giving benefits on the following
scale :—.£20 in case of the death of the member, and £10 or £16 at the death of the wife; a guinea a
week sick pay for six months, 15s. the next six months, 10s. tho third six months, with 5s. superannuation
u^’’
allowance 1 No, Is. would not do that.
14468. And independent of that, there is medical attendance for the member, his wife, and children?
.
Well, this will give you an idea:—Omit medical attendance, which is not within the scope of calculation,
and confine it to an allowance of £1 or a guinea a week, and £20 at the death of the member, and £10 at
the death of a member’s wife, it would range from lid. at age 25 to Is. 7d. at age 40, without making any
provision for expenses.
14469. Without any allowance for expenses? Yes, and without anything for thc doctor; that is, it is
exclusive of the cost of the medical man, medical expenses, and cost of management.
14470. In what position would you consider a Society of 2,000 members with £6,000 in funds and an
average age of members of thirty-six years? I could not tell, I am sure.
14471. They have about £2 14s. a member ? They may be hopelessly insolvent, or there may be a surplus;
it would depend upon the present value of liabilities,—in fact no one could tell; 1 would not even state the
thing approximately, because it would bo utterly hopeless.
1.4472. You are aware that members of Societies have to undergo a medical examination prior to initiation ?
Well, so much the better for the Societies.
14473. Seeing tliat the wives of members participate:: in the financial benefits of the Societies, do you think
that they also should undergo a medical examination? Most decidedly. It is difficult I know, and that is
one reason we do not like female lives, on account of the difficulty of getting full examinations.
14474. What is your experience in the Colony with reference to the mortality as compared with the
mortality of the old country, among the working-classes especially ?. That I could not say. My impression
I may give you, and that is, that it is more favourable ; that is to say, 1 have made sufficient investigation
to lead me to the impression that the mortality for those insured for smaller sums is better than amongst
those insured for larger, and that is contrary to thc experience at home, where they look upon those insured
for large amounts as the best fives. But J have reason to believe that at home that question has not been
so thoroughly gone into as its interest would warrant. Put it at those insured for sums below £500 and
those above. I think our mortality would be less, but I have not enough data to go upon to say certainly.
14475. Is there anything you would like to give the Commission the benefit of, any statement you would
like to make bearing upon this matter ? No, I do not think so. I think tliat forms ought to be appended
to any Act, making it compulsoi-y on the members to furnish returns, and that they ought to be required to
have a valuation of assets and liabilities made once in so many year’s. I am quite sure that is indispensable to
any satisfactory working of Benefit Societies ; that is to say, to secure to the members tliat there shall bo no
disappointment to them when they come really to depend on it Without that I do not see that this
security could be got.
14476. Then you are of opinion that in any future legislation such forms should be attached to the Act,
making it imperative on Societies to furnish tho necessary data ? Yes: but probably thc forms might he
left to the Registrar. The Yictorian Act works well, and I understand that they have got returns from
every Society, but it should bo made compulsory for them to have a valuation in a specific form ; but at
'
home they have got into the way of having valuations by unprofessional people, and getting them rough and
ready. You can have it cheap and nasty, but if you want it done properly you have to pay for it
14477, And how often do you think it could be necessary to have such valuations ? Not oftener than every
five years.
14478. In registering Societies would it be necessary to have some information of a substantial character as
to the possibilities and probability of the Society continuing to exist, before the Registrar granted a certifi
cate ? That would require that you would have a certain minimum number of members.
14479. And basis of contribution ? I think you can scarcely ask them to guarantee a certain number of
members.
14480. But tbe amount of contribution ? Yes, I think that might be fixed.
14481. But would it not be necessary to regulate the number of members in instituting a Society? No, I
do not think you could do that. Most of the big Societies have been first little and then have crept up.
14482. In connection with Friendly Societies would you make any distinction with reference to occupations
and trades and callings of the members ? That forms part of the returns the actuary would ask for, and it
is very necessary. I certainly would in the statistics ; and when thc experience was large enough of all
the combined Societies, it would be desirable to distinguish and elicit information on that point no doubt,
14483. Do you think it would be necessary also in regulating the matter of payments to single out any of
these occupations as being more hazardous and more subject to sickness? Well, I think that is a refinement
that has not been gone into : it is the case, no doubt. I was reading the other day in connection with the
relative effect of mortality and sickness, it does not follow that because the sickness among a particular
class is greater than among another that the mortality is greater. There are many occupations, such as
mining, that are liable to a great deal of accident; they may have a great deal of sickness in this way
though they may be healthy men ; while clerks and tailors may experience less actual sickness and yet have
a higher death rate.
.
14484. But as affecting sick pay the miner would have a great risk ? Yes; but I do not think refinements
of that class have been introduced. Of course there must bo a certain amount of things in common ; wo .
may talk about getting things as near as possible in an equitable division of profits, when at the best it is
only an approximation.
14485. You have paid some attention to the tables by which the Manchester Unity is governed in the Old
•
Country ? Yes, I know something about that. That is a Society that, from being in a state of insolvency
in 1845 or 1846, worked itself round and had rates deduced from its own experience ; and it is my impres
sion that they are now working satisfactorily.
14486. You are aware that they are now in a very good position? Yes.
14487. Arid they have some basis to work upon ? Yes; they have a very good man who has taken a great
interest in it, and their experience is very valuable. It is their experience which I recommended should
form the basis for determining the benefits in these Colonies,
14488.
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^r14488. Are you aware of thc payments that they make 1 I could not say. I did begin to read up someM. A. Black, thing about it, but it is only a couple of days ago, and I have had so much private business on hand that I
4 AuK^'lSSZ ^ave ^>een mlakle to follow it up.
" 14489. Have you anything further to add ? Ko, except this, that Friendly Societies business had come very
little before actuaries until thc Act was passed in England some few ye are ago. Kelson and I tliink old Mr.
Ansell valued and knew the position of certain large Societies, but the great bulk of us did not. These
gentlemen I refer to made it a special study. As for myself, though I have had considerable practice
in investigating the affairs of Building Societies, I have never had a Friendly Society placed before me in
these colonies, and the consequence is that I have not had occasion to look into the matter, although I take
an interest in it and am glad to see the thing is being looked into.
14490. I presume you are aware that there are some tens of thousands of individuals enrolled in the
Societies ? Yes, I apprehend that there are a large number.
14491. Do you favour the principle of Friendly Societies 1 Yes.
14492. You believe it is an advantage to tbe individual and to the State? I do indeed, especially in regard
to sickness. I do not think it can be compassed in any other way. I do not really tliink it could be done
by a Company. It would net do to limit the number of any Friendly Society ; they have a better control
over it if they have a sufficiently broad basis ; they must be local, and local knowledge is a great thing in
checking fraud. I am not aware of any Company that has ever efficiently dealt with sickness.
14493. Are you of opinion that tlie members of Friendly Societies should be encouraged by tbe State? I
am of that opinion.
14494, Do you consider these Societies encourage a spirit of thrift and saving amongst the people them
selves? Yes, and interest; they take an interest in the Societies if they could only be made to have them
rightly managed.
14495. Do you consider they encourage a spirit of self-reliance ? Yes. I remember a remark of Mr. Glad
stone’s when he introduced bis Bill providing for life insurance under A200, tothe effect that he would not
face tbe difficulty of bringing these Societies all under one rule, or of crushing them up so as to undertake
it nationally. He had no objection to the State saying—here is a solvent Society that we guarantee—hut he
would not seek to destroy their independence. It was so inbred into the soul of the people, the interest
they took in Friendly Societies, that it would not be a wise thing to crush them out, even for the sake of
making them all tally to one rule or taking them under Government patronage ; but that is quite a different
thing if we could leave tbe social element and yet get them solvent—that is tbe great thing.
14496. Are you of opinion that tbe Eegistrar should be an actuary ? Not necessarily. Well, perhaps here
he ought to be ; at home, and before the Act came into force, tlie registration, I must be plain to say, was
a great delusion and a snare—it was worse than useless ; the Societies got a certificate from the Eegistrar,
and people thought everything was right because he had certified to it. But he was no actuary, and knew
nothing about the rates ; he simply registered what he got, and it was a veritable sham under the TiddPratt system.- But under the new Act a very different state of things takes place ; there is a Eegistrar
w-ho merely acts in the capacity of a Eegistrar, registering the Societies after tlie rates have been actuarially
certified. But there is also an actuary attached to tlie office, and he sees to the quinquennial investigations
of the Societies, and reports annually upon them, and in that way there is a complete and systematic
report.
14497. You are not aware that the same thing exists here, that we simply have a Eegistrar? Yes, I am
aware of it, and it is useless.
14498. And would your remarks just made apply with the same force if similar circumstances exist here?
Not if it was to be taken up personally. I think his office is worse than useless, and the Eegistrar is helpless
as regards information. It was most painful and ridiculous in England at that time.
14499. Do you think it would be necessary to have an actuary occupying thc position of Eegistrar, or to
have a Eegistrar and actuary ? I think it would he rather superfluous to have the two; in a small place like
this I think that one would he quite enough, but he ought to be a man that knew something about the science,
14500. Then I understand you that the Eegistrar should be an actuary? Yes ; if you want to have the
Societies reported on annually, and all tlie information put in thc proper statistical form, you must have a
man of that kind,
14501. Are you aware that they have something of that kind in Victoria? Yes, and I am well aware that
they have one in New Zealand, and there it is a credit to the Colony.
14502. Have you seen the annual report furnished by tlie actuary there ? Yes.
14503. Is that not the most complete report we have from any of the Societies ? 1 think it is.
14504, Have you anything further to add to your evidence already given ? No, I do not think so; I think
I have made it clear that valuation reports should he required and schedules appended to thc Act; but if
you put to me any series of questions I will have pleasure in answering them.
14505. I understand you have no objection to furnish the Commission wit!) the statistical information that
can be prepared from the returns which are now out, and which at Mr. Teece’s suggestion we liaveadopted ?
No; hut I would not like to be bound by any one form.
14506. "Will you look at (his (the form of return prepared by Mr. Teece) ? I should doubt if this is suffi
ciently detailed, but would not like to say so until I have looked intoit. No doubt wc could correspond
and elicit‘more information if it were required.
.
14507. But we wanted to procure all the information we could in that sheet for you, in order that when
we get the results from the Societies we should be able to hand them over to you and get the final result
from you ? Well, I hope they will he enough.
14508. But wo should like to know if wc have got all the information? Well you would not ask me to
answer that off-hand. I will take the form and look over it.
■
14509, Mr. C'reviMe.] Do I understand you correctly in saying that in framing tables of payments to be
made it would be necessary to take the experience of England, instead of the experience of Australia, simply
because tlie latter has not yet been obtained ? Yes,
14510. If that he the case, there need he no great delay in fixing tlie minimum wliich should be paid by
Societies in the future? No.
"
14511. Then the utility of obtaining the returns which we purpose obtaining will he principally in the
future ? Yes.
14512.
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Mr.
14512. What you would propose is that they should be the basis of future returns, so that ultimately we
M. A. Black.
may have an Australian experience ? Precisely.
14513. In fixing the rates of contribution here, would you take into consideration the large amounts which
are paid by members into a Society for whicli benefits are never subsequently returned, in consequence of 4 Aug., 1882.
the men shifting about, or from other causes leaving the Society ? No.
.
14514. Would it however be correct to take that into consideration when you had an Australian experience 1
I do not think it would ; it is a miscellaneous source of profit that would go into the general fund.
14515, If in examining the accounts of various Friendly Societies in this Colony yon found that the
deficiency was compensated for by the number of withdrawals, would you not be justified in taking them
into consideration 1 No ; the profit that represents would go into the general fund, and it would be bettered
to that extent, and the fund would not be wrong.
'
14516. But I glean from the examination of witnesses here that the Societies existing in New South Wales
have simply been able to pay their way and not become insolvent because of the policies lapsing—as it
would bo termed in insurance ? That is begging the question entirely ; no scientific witness ever said that,
because the thing resolves itself into determining the liabilities of the Society and the realised'assets;
and if the contingent and realised assets are not equal to the liabilities the Society is not solvent. A
mere statement of that sort is worth nothing j it may be true, but it can scarcely bo asserted of any
Society.
.
■
14517. Would you be justified in taking that into consideration 1 No, because it would come in in the
gain. There would be so much premium received winch would not be received next year, and the funds
would be increased by the' fact that the members were off the books, and the accruing funds would be
benefited by this means. Therefore, that fact of itself showed that all was taken into account that could be
taken into account.
14518. Then, in fact, it is taken into consideration? It is taken into consideration; but I thought you
meant whether in valuing the liabilities we would take it into account
14519. And therefore, if there is a large amount of benefits paid for whicli are never claimed a less con
tribution would do in this country than in the old country ? No, 1 would not go to that length; that
would be a very unsafe basis to go upon ; it would never do to introduce that ns an element in the calcula
tions and thus lower the contributions. If the contributions were too low, it might by a balance of errors
right itself, but it would never do to start with the assumption that that is a source of profit, that is to
enable you to lower the payments. You must start with the assumption that for the benefits promised
you are to get an equal payment. If a member departs from his contract and goes away, it is so much good
to the Society and will show itself in a surplus.
14520. You say it would show itself in a surplus, and what would you do with the surplus, seeing that
bonuses are not added 1 A surplus is very easily disposed of. That is not a thing to be entered into in
taking future contributions.
14521, Seeing that the information the Commission is about to collect will not be the basis of your advice
to the Commission, I presume we need hardly wait until all the returns are in before you would be able to
give the actuarial opinion which would be requested of you 2 No.
14522. There is another clement of profit which has prevented these insecure Societies from exploding,
which is that members have contributed who may be called honorary members ; for a long series of years
they never liave and never will take any benefits; is that a fit subject for consideration 2 It would all go
into the general profits, but it would not amonnt to a great deal I take it.
14523. Then you consider that, for the purpose of starting or to put these Societies on a firm basis, we
should he guided simply by English experience? Yes, for the present.
14524. Mr. Holdsvsorth.] deferring to the last question of Mr, Greville’s, would not Mr. BatcHffe’s last •
tables be more reliable than any imperfect tables we could find in New South Wales now ? We have none
now, and of course that would be so.
14525. If we obtained from the various large Societies the ages of the various members, that is, the number
at each particular age in each Lodge, and the funds, that is all that you require on which to base a calcula
tion? The ages on entering and the present age, together with the rates of contributions and benefits.
14526. Would you require the age on entering? It would be better.
14527. But is it absolutely necessary : there will be a great deal of difficulty about it ? Well, we require
tlm age at entrance and the duration, and from the ago at entrance plus the duration you get the present age,
14528. If we could get the average ages in the Colony with the average amount of sickness, would it not
form something like a guide to judge the sickness of this Colony with that of the mother country ? Better
without it, if only averages are dealt with.
,
14529. In future you would compel Societies to keep proper returns, so as to base your calculations here
after on our own experience? Yes, so that they might have the returns in such a way that they could make
them without difficulty.
14530. You say the mortality amongst the working-classes is less here than at home ? I give that opinion
guardedly.
14531. Would not the same rule apply to the sickness ? It does not follow that because the mortality in a
particular country or among a particular Society is low that the sickness will be the same. My last
mortality report shows the mortality from accidents is as high as 1.4 per cent., while in English offices it is
about 2 per cent. Taking accidents by themselves, the mortality in the Australian Mutual is vastly higher
than in any other Society known, and that of course relates to fatal accidents ; but by the same reasoning
we know that people suffer and have to suffer sickness on account of accidents not fatal, and I am inclined
to think that the sickness in these Colonies may be far in excess of what it is at home, though it may not at
all affect the mortality,
14532. On the same plea, might it not follow that, though the mortality from accidents is heavier the sick
ness is lighter ? No, because the accidents they Lave do not terminate fatally; for instance, in mining a
man may get severely injured and be laid up for weeks, and yet it would not follow that it would shorten
his life or that he would be permanently disabled, and there are a number of trades and callings in the
same position.
14533. Do you not think that the more favourable climate the working-classes are placed in here would
counteract all other reasons ? No.
'
486—3 E
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14534. Then you think that the sickness is as heavy in New South Wales as in the mother country? I
have given you the reason why I think it is probable it may be, but we are in the dark..
^
14535. Do you think it would be advisable to have a special Government Department in connection with
1882.
Friendly Societies 1 Only to the extent of having a clerk, and actuary, or a skilled person as Registrar,
14536, Ton would want a statist, would you not? I would call the actuary the statist.
14537. Would one competent person be able to do it all ? Yes, with a couple of clerks, if you get hold of
a good skilled man who knows what he is about.
'_
_ _'
14538. You have not given any consideration I think to the sickness rates of Friendly Societies? No,
except from my early association with a very well-managed Society in the North of Scotland, where I was
trained ; in my private practice it has not come before me.
_
14539. If I understand you, your view is that the number of lapsed members—while a sort of contingent
profit—could not be taken into consideration in the calculation, because they are not reliable ? Precisely so.
I have heard that Mr. Neison, the well known actuary, theorized over it for the purpose of trying to get
something to help out an insolvent Society, but found it would be no use.
_ _
14540. Mr. Langley.] Would not a return for ten years of the different Friendly Societies of the number of
members who had resigned or left the Societies be of some value? Yes, as a statistical fact.
_
14541. But as a feature in connection with the working of Friendly Societies in the past ? Ido not think so
14542. Would it be useful? No, I cannot see it.
14543. If it is proved that in the past this gain by members leaving and members taking no benefits had
proved an important feature, would it not be of some value if that return were sent in to you? Yes—it
would be a rather troublesome return—but I think I understand you this way : in the first year there would
be a man who paid, we will say, half the year’s subscription and then left the Society; but you cannot say that
the premium that man paid or contributed for sickness is all profit. It was not profit; you would have to
calculate the risk that the Society ran for this benefit during that time, and the difference between that and
the payment he made would be the net profit, and that would be a most tremendously elaborate return to
make. Then you would go into the second year, with a man who had contributed say two years and nine
months for these benefits, and then went away. He had contracted for a benefit of so much at death, so
much at the death of his wife, and so much for sickness. To sum up the total receipts from him and say
we received so much premium as profit would be utterly delusive.
14544. But would it-not be actual profit what was paid? No, certainly not; that is a popular delusion
that people entertain when they come to us and ask us why we do not give them all their premiums back, as
it is all profit.
_
,
14545. Die net profit must form an important item ? I grant it; but what could you make of it ?—In
every Friendly Society and Insurance Society there is a certain amount of miscellaneous profits, and that is
one of them,
...
,
14546. Would the experience of Friendly Societies in Victoria, the statistical information that has been
obtained, not be to some extent equally applicable to New South Wales? I think so, as far as regards the
sickness and mortality experience collected there.
....
14547. I presume you are aware that there lias been an exhaustive inquiry in Victoria ? Yes.
14548. Have you seen the evidence at all ? I have not. I have seen the New Zealand, but I have not
had the time to study it.
14549. Mr. RvLie.] For the purpose of this Commission you think all necessary would be to adopt the
tables of Mr. BatclifFe ? 1 think that would be near enough.
_
14550. And as nearly all the Societiesat present have a uniform rate of payment, all that would he required
to value them would be to get from the Societies the collective ages of the individuals ? If you mean by
that, to find out what the payments and benefits are and from that to ascertain what the present value of the
payments and liabilities is, yes that is so.
14551. If the law was brought into force adopting Ratcliffe’s tables as a minimum, those who belong to
Societies such as there are at present would suffer; it would be rather unjust to compel them to pay at the
age they now are in place of the age they joined at. The only thing would be that the surplus funds at
present should act as a sort of loading of the premiums ? No; if there is a surplus it would be a diminution.
14552. Yes, that is what I mean—to make up for the ages at which they are now ? Yes ; but it would be
very complicated, and there would be a serious hardship in the matter.
_
_
■ _
14553. Further, relative to lapsed premiums or contributions, that would always find itself in the profits; and if
so, at the quinquennial valuation it could be devoted to some other purpose of the Society ? To augment the
benefit or diminish the payment. There is one other thing you may be ignorant of; there are only two
things whicli are open for an actuary to take notice of in these Societies ; that is, the sickness and death rate.
14554. The other things, say expenses and medicines would be simply a matter of special provision? Yes,
that is so. If you eliminate the expense you eliminate the whole subject, as that is a very vital part of it.
14555. A great deal of the work is done for nothing? So much the better.
14556. And- the expenses would be at a minimum in these Societies ? Yes.
14557. And if these two things were provided for, the sickness and death rate, the other expenses of
management and doctor and medicine could be provided by a pro raid scale for the members ? Yes;
a large Society is not managed without money.
.
_
_
,
14558. Then you would take that into account with the sickness and mortality ? Yes,, and in graduating
the premium for the benefit; the premium you ask for the benefit must involve a certain sum to cover the
expenses of management.
.
_
14559. But a rate of contribution might be framed irrespective of expenses? Of course it could; the
provision for expenses could be added to the net premium, but you need not necessarily separate them in
announcing what the contribution is.
_
14560. But in these Friendly Societies the expenses are incurred totally outside of the mere working of the
sick rate or death rate 1 You mean that there may be extraneous expenses outside the management; well,
all that comes under the heading of expenses, and whether spent wisely or foolishly, it all.must come out of
one fund, namely, the fund for expenses, which has to be got from the members; and it is got, either from
the contribution at initiation or so much is put on to the premium for expenses. The sickness fund ought
to be by itself and the Assurance Fund by itself; and if it was well managed and properly done, there would
be no difficulty whatever in seeing that the total expenses should he apportioned to the respective funds.
"
14561.

Mr.
M. A. Black.

4 Aug.,
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Mr.
14561. 1 have a table framed some five years ago in Scotland for a Benefit Society which gives a tabic of
premiums, a sickness table, and a superannuation table ; the, expenses of the Society were managed by an M. A. Black.
incidental fund, by a pro raid levy on each member ? That can be done.
4 Aug., 1882.
14562. Then you think there would be no difficulty at once in any new Societies being formed in adopting
Ratcliffe’s tables as a basis 1 Yes, the rate of interest being higher here they would be specially computed;
we would compute them on a 4 per cent, basis.
14563. Mr. Slade.'] In calculating sickness rates, would you take the actual sickness on which benefits have
been paid into consideration, or tables of sickness prepared by the Health Officers 1 Ho ; the tables of sick
ness of Ratcliffe’s have been deduced by.scientific methods, from the experience of the Societies ; and from
these data we are enabled to compute premiums that will be adequate to the risks.
14564. 'Would the calculation be made on the sickness for which benefits have been paid, or on the whole
of the experience of the Society ? On the whole of the experience of the Society—on the whole of the
members that have been exposed to sickness,
14565. And have received benefits therefor l Yes, just the same as in investigating the mortality of a
Society you have to take into account not only the members who died, but the members existing and those
who have gone off; those that are in the Society, those that have left the Society, and those that have
become claims,
.
14566. But in case of death a person does die and you have knowledge of that, but you have no knowledge
of concealed or unreported sickness.;—would that interfere with the calculation? Hot at all; it is all that
are exposed to the risk of sickness in the one case or to the risk of death in the other; you could not
deduce a table of sickness simply from those that have suffered sickness.
14567. I present you here with a form of returns called for by the Hew Zealand Government, and also a
form called for by the Ancient Order of Foresters to work out that; would they be more useful than those
called for now in Hew South Wales ? Tins was what I had in view when 1 was looking at Mr. Teece’s
form ; this is more to the point I think—it is a very good return. All this is necessary if wc are going to
get a sickness experience.
14568. President.] It is only fair to Mr. Teece to say that that return of his is simply for the purpose of
obtaining the financial position of the Societies 1 I understand that.
14569. Would it do for that 1 Yes, decidedly.
14570. Mr. Gelding.] You were asked what you would do with the surplus of Societies that went on a
sliding scale, couM it not be distributed to the members, would not that be equitable ? Quite so,
■
14571. 1 presume you would modify Ratcliffe’s tables ?. I think so ; they would have to be modified, 1 think.
14572. Considerably 1 I do not say considerably, it would be better to err on the safe side. 1 would give
the benefit of the higher rate of interest,
14573. A good many of the gentlemen examined here believe that because they save a few pounds every
year they are thoroughly sound; you do not believe so ? Ho ; I could give you many instances of Societies
and Companies which held a million of money succumbing in the end.
.
14574. President.] You have nothing further to add? Ho.
The Commission then adjourned till Monday, 7th August.

MONDAY, 7 AUGUST, 1882.

JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P., President.
JOHH GELDIHG, Esq.,
E. GREVILLE, Esq., J.P.,
P. J. HEWLAHD, Esq.,
JOHH SLADE, Esq.,

JAMES F. SMITH, Esq.,
F. ABIGAIL, Esq., M.P.,
P. R HOLDSWORTH, Esq.,
E, J. RUBIE, Esq.,

W. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr, A. Kethel sworn and examined :—
14575. President.] The object of bringing you here is in reference to a statement made by Mr. Stephen
Murphy before the Commission. In his evidence he states, “ Mr, Alexander Kethel told me that Mr.
Gelding was the only obstacle in the way of my being reinstated,” I want to ask you if that is true ? Ho,

Mr.
Kethel.
^

I did not say that.
7 Aug., 1882.
14576. Has Mr. Gelding at any time taken any action to prevent the admission of this man Murphy ? As
far as I know he has not; and I do not think he could do so without my knowledge.
14577. Did you ever tell Mr. Murphy that he had done so ? Hever.
,
14578. The question was asked Mr. Murphy, “Will you inform the Commission who informed you that
Mr. Kethel said that Mr. Gelding was the obstacle to your reinstatement in the Lodge,” and in reply he
says, “ Mr. Kethel told me himself” ? There is no truth in that—not the faintest shadow of truth.
14579. And as far as your knowledge goes, Mr. Gelding at no time took any action to prevent this man’s
reinstatement? He took none, but rather befriended the man. I told Mr. Murphy that when he told me
on his visit that I possessed a great deal more influence than he gave me credit for, and that if I liked to
work for him I could get him reinstated, that no living man could cause him to be reinstated ; that those
who had influence obtained that influence by administering the laws truly, and that his only means of being
reinstated would be through the regular tribunals of the Order. ' I told him that, and Mr. Carter the same.
14580. Mr. AbigaiL] Did any one write a letter to you urging you if possible to use your influence to get
this man back? Yes, I believe Mr. Abigail did ; Mr. Carter also wrote to me—Mr. Geo. L. Carter.
14581. If Mr. Murphy said you gave him no opportunity of looking at the books when on his trial, would
that be true ? Ho, it would be a deliberate falsehood ; I asked liim if he required the books, and ordered
the books to be produced, and told Murphy they were at his disposal. •

Mr.

'

>
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Mr. W. E. Langley sworn and examined:—
Mr. W. E.
Langley.

14582. Prenit.knt.~\ Bo you produce a letter here? I produce a letter.
14583. From Mr. Garcia ? Yes.
14584. Sent to Mr. Melville? Mr. Melville, M.L.A. (letter read as follows) :—
N. Melville, Esq.,—
_
_ Park-street, 2 August, 1882,
Sir,—Yesterday I appeared before fbe Hoj’al Commission to reply to certain questions. Sonic person belonging to
the Pynuont Lodge in his evidence stated that the coffin made by you was not worth £1. I told the Commission it; was
a lie, and was well worth the money you charged, £3, I think j and furthermore, that yours were the cheapest I could
obtain. It was told to the Commission with a view to damage my reputation. I thought I would inform you, so as to confirm
mv statement as to your charges and the value of the goods. Yours respectfully,
A. M. GARCIA.
14585. Can you testify to the correctness of the signature? I San swear to the signature.
14586. Is the statement made therein, as far as you know, true? It is not j it is unmistakably untrue that
any maker’s name was mentioned.
_ _
14587. Has any such statement been made, as far as your knowledge goes, before tbe Commission? Mr.
Melville's name was never mentioned before tins Commission, except by Garcia himself.
14588. Bo you remember who brought the Pyrmont Lodge business before the Commission ? I. think it
was by a member of the Commission; I was asked some questions about it.
14589. And the reference was to the cost of opening ? Yes.
14590. And the only name you remember in connection with that-------? Was that of this Mr. Garcia.
'

Mr. John Slade sworn and examined :—
Mr. J. Slade. 14591. President.] You liave expressed a wish to be examined before the Commission ? Yes.
14592. With reference to the medical officers of various Friendly Societies ? Yes.
7 Aug., 1882. 145 93. Yon are aware of the sum that is paid hy the different Societies to secure medical attendance? Yes,
over a space of thirty-two years in this Colony, I have made on behalf of Friendly Societies engagements
and contracts with doctors.
14594. Bocs the present system work satisfactorily? As far as my experience goes, the terms on which
medical men and the Societies have been have been mutually satisfactory, and with only some few excep
tions mutually advantageous.
_
14595. Bo you consider the amount paid by the Societies is sufficient to secure the best of tbe medical men?
Yes. ■
_
.
14596. And good attendance to the members of the Societies ? Yes.
14597. Faithful attendance on the part of the medical officer? Yes. I give as proof of this the fact that I
have known Societies to have the attendance of the same medical man for a period of twenty-five years,
others fourteen years, ten years, six yearc, and seven years. I have known a medical man elected fifteen or
sixteen times to a Society without opposition, and when the contract between them was severed it was by
mutual consent, and regretted by both sides.
14598. I presume that there is not much difficulty in securing a medical officer for a Society? I know of
none.
_
14599. And what do you consider fair payment to a medical man ? Without medicine, I should think 15s.
or 16s. ; upon these terms I have known doctors to attend Societies for the periods I have named.
14600. With reference to the present system of contributions to Societies by the members of Societies, do
you favour the principle of graduated contributions? Yes, decidedly ] I believe it to be the only safe
principle on which Societies can work now and in the future.
14601. You are aware that most of the Societies at the present time have uniform contributions? Yes.
14602. Bo you think that system is unequal in its operation, and that it tends to place Societies in an imfinancial position? Yes, I consider it both unfair and injudicious.
14603. Is there any difficulty in carrying out the graduated contributions? Hone that I can see; and as
evidence I give the experience of a great Society in Great Britain, numbering 620,000 members. The
experience there is that nothing hut graduated payments will ensure permanent stability in Friendly
Societies.
_
■
14604. Li reference to matters of dispute, do you favour the present provisions in the Act to settle matters
in the Law Courts ? I favour the provision which provides that each Society should have an Arbitration
Board, and I should supplement that by having a Board of which the Registrar should be President, their
decisions to be final without appeal to the Law Courts, except in criminal matters. In no case of dispute or
in civil matters do I favour resort to the Law Courts.
_
14605. What has been your experience of members declaring on the sick funds and shamming sickness ?
Some very pointed cases have come under my notice \ I have known men receive large sums of money, some
while malingering, and others concealed diseases for which the Society did not pay benefits ; others received
money while able to do their work. And concealment of age at entrance is another fraud which has given
them large benefits in some cases, and only at the death of these persons has it been found out that they had
defrauded the Society,
14606. Bo you approve of persons being members of more than one Society ? Yes; my reason being that a
man who belongs to a Society and whose wages or salary is <£3 or £1 a week cannot afford to avail himself
of the advantages of his Society while the whole benefits are* £1 a week, and lie will work while really
unable to do so.
_
14607. Would you limit the amount of payment ? Yes, I would limit it to two Societies at a guinea each.
‘ This would be useful to a tradesman or good mechanic, while one would be no good at all to him. Shop
keepers in particular are largely injured by these, the Societies’ rules preventing them from doing any sort
of work while receiving sick pay, and .£1 being totally inadequate to pay the expenses while sick,
14608. With reference to the superannuation or pensioning of members, would you make any special
provision ? I would, but entirely separate from all other benefits ; a separate fund with separate Trustees,
and administered separately.
_
14609. How would you sustain it? By a small yearly contribution to be paid by the members. There is
one instance in this Colony of a Society which paid for about ten years, and then had £1,600 or £1,700 to
start with. They did it, and for the last fifteen years they have pensioned about fifteen persons on an
average for life.
14610.

t
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14610. Then I understand you that this contribution should be outside the ordinary*contribution? Yes.
Mr^Bhde.
14C11. "With reference to the present mode of book-keeping adopted in Friendly Societies, would you prefer ^
^
a uniform system 1 Decidedly, yes , and that system I think should be furnished to the Societies in any
’
new Act, by some one skilled in preparing such forms, and knowing the peculiar way in which Societies
take their money and distribute it.
14612. Do you think it should be the duty of the Kegistrar to supply a form of book or books? A form
certainly.
.
,
.
.
14613. "What is your opinion with reference to the management and expenses incurred m connection with
these districts'! My opinion is, that in some cases such management is grossly extravagant, almost criminal
I may say. I know some districts which work for about 61 and others 81 per cent., but I have a Kctum
here of a district with an income of £87 4s. lid. which spent £136 11 in management, the whole of the
moneys being management, excepting £2 2s, donation to a Hospital, Jt is the Bathurst District of the
Manchester Unity; the District shows a large balance in the Bank, but taking the half-years expenditure,
it is as I have stated.
_
14614. Do you think it would be necessary for the Government to appoint an officer to make an annual
valuation of the assets and liabilities of the various Societies ? I think that should be the most imperative
provision of any new Act, and such statement should be made public as quickly as possible for the informa
tion of the public, and to let people know what Societies are worthy of their confidence, and to give them
the chance of choosing on plain and straightforward grounds which Society they will join and support. ^
14615. Then I gather from what you have stated that you favour the view that, in any future legislation,
there should be provision made for the rate of contribution to be paid by persons joining the Societies 1 I
believe they should fix a minimum, but I think it would be wrong to go further than that, because if an
arbitrary scale were fixed, the Government would in a measure become responsible for the tables they made,
and if carried out and the Societies failed, parties that had paid according to the Government rates and
valuation would liave a claim against the Government if they did not work out successfully.
j_
14616. Then this fixing of the minimum should be on some table founded on an actuarial report! Yes.
14617. With reference to dealing with defaulting Secretaries and Treasurers, have you any suggestions to .
make to deal with cases of that kind 1 I have, and I would make it imperative that no condonation or
settlement be allowed outside of the Registrar’s Court. All defalcations should be handed to the Registrar,
and he should decide whether they should go to the Law Courts or be settled by arbitration. I have known
of Treasurers who have appropriated the funds of a Society who have attended the meeting for the examina
tion of themselves in the matter, and have assisted in making terms by which they would repay to the
Society the money they had misappropriated, to pay it back in instalments. I know of several cases of this
kind.
14618. Then I understand you would be in favour of exacting from each officer—Treasurer or Secretary—
a fidelity bond! Yes.
"
14619. In every case ? Yes.
14620. And you would make it imperative 1 Yes, 1 would.
_
14621. Do you think that the Society’s books should be accessible at all times to an officer of theRcgistrar’s
Department! Yes, I would make it imperative that every Society should submit its books to a Goveinment
oflicer at any time he called, either at the Secretary's residence in reasonable hours, or at the Lodge room
or place of meeting as duly advertised.
14622. Have you anything further to add ! I do not know that I have.
^
_
14623. Mv. jI bif/aiL ] Does your experience apply to more than one Society! Only one Benefit Society with
two Branches attached, these having separate subscriptions and separate benefits. ^
14624. Have you known any cases of misappropriation of Society’s funds by officers or members ! Yes,
several; one case was that of a Treasurer who misappropriated money, and was allowed to give two
securities for its repayment back in instalments, during the repayment of which ho continued a member of
the Society and took part in the proceedings.
14625. What was his name! One case was a man named Page, and another a man named Ralston.
14626. What was the amount in Page’s case ! £77.
14627. He remained a member, and is still a member! Yes.
14628. Of what Society 1 The Ancient Order of Foresters.
14629. Do you not know that is contrary to the Friendly Societies Act! Yes, and I warned them of the
consequences of their act,
14630. Now, the next case ! Is that of a Treasurer named Ralston ; I think the amount was some £12 or
£13 ; similar action was taken in this case.
14631. Any other case 1 The third case was a Secretary.
14632. The same order? Yes, the same Branch unfortunately.
14633. Do you know the amount 1 £8 or £9 I think.
14634. And the same mode was adopted? Yes, and 1 believe he is still a member.
14633. Any cases of other1 Branches ? Yes; there was a Secretary named Edwards of a Branch at Pyrmont
who paid the expenses of a ball out of the Society’s funds, and it brought about the ruin of the Branch,
which has been wound up under the Act in consequence of this ; but the members of the Branch did not
suffer in consequence of tin's winding up.
14636. None of them? They had one sick member to whom they owed a large amount of money ; I was
appointed to meet them, and I found they had only enough to pay liim ; they cleared off all their debts.
14637. Any other case ? Officers I cannot give you any ; but individual cases of private members, yes.
14638. Let us have them? There is the case of a man named O’Brien who received £26 while having
venereal disease.
_
_
_
'
14639. Did the Lodge take any action? Yes, they called him before the Arbitration Committee; it was
proved, but under the old Act we could not proceed against liim.
14640. Any other case? A. man named Patmore, who after receiving a sum of money was found to have
been working at his trade all the time. He was called up, and was offered the alternative of paying back
the money; he refused to do so,-and left the Society.
14641. Is that the whole of the cases of that kind? No, there is the case of a man named Dawes, who
concealed eight years of his age at the time he joined. He received a large amount of sick pay—nearly
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Mr. J. Slade, £200, and when applying to be pensioned claimed Iris age as a reason ; the age he appeared on the Society’s
^00^s abutted that claim ; he persisted and on taking evidence he was found to have entered Ids age as six
ug.,
2. years younger than his sister, when he was really two years older than she was. His case was tried and it
was decided that he should receive no further benefits, and he refused to pay any more money.
14642. Did you get any money back ? Hot a sixpence ; there was no mode, according to the manner the
law was then administered, by which we could recover. The fourth case has recently occurred; a man named
Moran, who concealed four years of his age; he had received £122 16s. 6d. from the Society and had been
2| years pensioned as well. On bis death being registered we found he was four years older than he stated
when he joined, when if he had given his right age he would have been too old to join at all.
14643. Would it not be well to insist on tbe production of the registration certificate 1 These men all
made declarations that they were not older than they stated, but the breach of agreement was not found out
until too late to get the money. There was another case in which a Branch of our Order in Queensland
was concerned, in which a member surpassed his alleged age by six years ; ho had received a good amount of
benefits, but on registering his death they found the concealment out, and I refused to pay the money.
14644. Has the District taken any steps to meet difficulties of this kind l They do when it pertains to the
funeral gifts, but the sick benefit pertains only to the Branches.
14645, If you found the matter out before the funeral gift would you withhold it? Yes, we have done so.
14646. Is it not a great hardship to the wife and family? Yes, but they have reaped the advantage of this
man’s concealment all his life.
14647. That is the whole of tire cases of this kind that you can remember? Yes, that is where the funds
have been interfered with by the officers and where the Society has been imposed upon.
14648. Have you knmvn any cases whore sick members failed to get the benefits they were entitled to?
No, except in one or two cases. Years ago it was the impression that if a man belonged to two Societies
he could not claim benefits from both, and one of the old Societies in Sydney used to refuse to pay the full
£1 a week if they found their members belonged to any other Society.
1
14649. Have you any cases in your Order where doctors have given certificates that members were sick
when they were not? Not knowingly, but carelessly, yes.
14650. To any large extent ? No, we have cases of medical men who have been totally unfit for the position.
14651. Are complaints frequently made by the members of want of attention on the part of medical men ?
Occasionally, but I take very little notice of that, as if you had a medical man to each member in a Society
it would not please them.
14652. Mr. LnngUy.~\ In the ease of syphilis you mentioned did the medical man certify ? Yes,
14653. Though he knew that according to the rules a disease of that kind debarred the party from having
any claim on the Lodge? ’ Yes.
14654. Did that occur in Sydney ? Yes, we suffered the loss of £26 through the carelessness of the medical
man.
14655. Mr. RuUe.] Do you think that in any new Act it would not be well to define when the benefits
should cease ? I believe in all future legislation tbe liability of the Society to a member for benefits should
cease immediately the member ceases to be in a position to be compelled to pay his subscriptions, directly
he becomes unfinancial whatever the period may he.
.
14656. Mr. Smith. ] The case you have referred to respecting Moran—is it not a fact that the Society took
very great care to investigate as to the truth of his age ? Yes, and it was only a question of veracity ; the
Branch refused him from his appearance, it being such as they thought made his statement untrue. He
afterwards availed himself of an examination by the District Officers, and, in a measure, unknown to the
Branch, was admitted at the age lie stated.
14657. Mr. Gelding.] Had the District power to enter into that arrangement after the Lodge had repudiated
the matter ? The District rules at the time were such that if the Society was not satisfied the proposer
and seconder could take him before the District Officer, who might order his admission.
14658. Do you think that is judicious 1 I do not think it is judicious at all.
.
14659.. Mr. Newland.] Are you in favour of Societies having a dispensary of their own 1 I am; I am in favour
of the medical benefits of Societies being administered so that they shall collectively form a Medical Board of
sufficient medical skill to attend to the whole of their members ; that they shall administer their drugs and
medicines in the same manner, so as to secure the best attendance that can be got. The Ancient Order of
Foresters has some sixty Branches over Great Britain worked on this principle, and they have 612,000
members, with a reserve fund of two and three-quarter millions.
14660. Have the medical men, in your opinion, been careful in the examination of candidates 1 I am sorry
to _say I believe them to he very careless.
The Commission then adjourned until Monday, 21st August.

mtlDAY. 17 NOVEMBER, 1882.
present:—
JOHN DAVIES, Esq., C.M.G., M.P., President.

JAMES E. SMITH, Esq.,
ABIGAIL, Esq, M.P,
E. J. RDBIE, Esq,
TV. E. LANGLEY, Esq.
Mr. Thomas Mervyn Shepherd sworn and examined:—
Mr.T.M. 14661. Presidenth] You are a member of — ? The Ancient Order of Eorcsters.
•
Shepherd. 14662. "What office do you hold ? Chairman.
'----- *----- - 14663. Have you been long connected with the Society ? About fifteen years.
17 Nov., 1882.14664,
Has there been some irregular proceeding in connection with the finances of the Society recently ?
Well, that is rather a wide question.
14665. Have any defalcations taken place? No.
'
14666. Has there been any misapplication of the funds ? It is my private opinion there has been.
JOHN GELDING, Esq.,
E. GREVILLE, Esq., J.P,
P. J. NEWLAND, Esq.,
JOHN SLADE, Esq.,

F.

'

14667.
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14667. Will yon describe the nature of it ? The investment of £400 in connection with the purchase of Mr- T. M.
Sbepherrl
a hall.
14668. What hall is it? The Friendly Societies’ Hall. •
'
17 Nov., 1882.
14669. For your own Court ? Our Court meets there.
14670. Is it the property of your Court ? No, not exactly.
14671. Then is it a Joint Stock Company'- in which tbe Society has invested its funds ? Yes, at least I
think so.
'
'
14672. And are you of opinion that the investment is an illegal one ? That is my opinion, though I stand
alone in it.
14673. Have you called the attention of the officers of the Society to this misapplication of the funds ?
I have spoken of it, but as a legal opinion was submitted I had to submit and say no more.
14674. What was that opinion ? That the members could invest their money in this way.
14675. Ho you know who gave that opinion ? Mr. Bowden, I hear.
14676. Are you aware that the "Friendly Societies Act provides a mode of investment for the funds ? I am.
14677. And it is on that ground that you have taken exception to the investment ? I have taken no
exception and have not opposed the matter, because I did not go to tbe meetings.
14678. What wonld bo the whole value of your funds ? Between £1,000 and £1,1Q0 in all.
14679. What interest will these shares bear ? Well, it was guaranteed 8 per cent.
14680. I am to understand, I suppose, that this is not a purchase by the Society of a block of land and
the erection of a building thereon ? Ho, the building was on the land when they purchased.
14681. And a number of Briendly Societies have participated.? Yes.
14682. What is it designated ? The Friendly Societies Hall Company.
14683. Limited liability ? Yes.
14684. Incorporated ? Yes.
■
14685. You have taken no action in your own Lodge or Court? No, only what I have stated.
14686. Mr. SiWe.] Is this affair a Joint Stock Company or not ? It is.
14687. Is it put forth as a joint stock affair ? It is not so described.
14688. Are the shares at the disposal of any person who may go in for them ? No.
14689. They arc confined to hona-fide. members of Societies ? Yes.
14690. Can any outside persons got them ? No.
14691. And unless the speculation turns out a success, there will he no source of revenue for the moneys
invested ? None whatever that I can see.

Mr. Liphman Menser sworn and examined:—
14692, President.] What Society are you a member of? Several Friendly Societies,
14693, Have any of your Societies invested money in connection with the Friendly Societies’ Hall Mr. L.
Menaor.
Company ? Yes; three.
14694. To what extent ? £400, £200, and £100.
17 Nov., 1882.
14695. Did you approve of the investment of the funds in this way? I did.
only
by
outdoor
14696. Have you had any exception taken to the investment ? None in the Societies,
talk. I ought to state that this subject has been mooted for some time past, as all the Lodges having to
meet in public-houses we had no place to go to, and the separate Lodges were not in funds to build halls
of their own, so we called a meeting of delegates for the various Societies, and after two or three meetings
it was resolved to bring a report up to the effect that we should combine to build a hall. Under the 42nd
clause of the Act we found we could do it as separate Lodges, and thought that we could also do it in
combination. It has been done in Sydney.
14697. What Lodges have done it in Sydney ? The Protestant Alliance ; and the Oddfellows’ Hall has
been built by the members of several Lodges, although under the same Order j but they were so powerful
that they1 could do it, but we consider as we are all under the same Act, and having had advice
from a solicitor, that we were justified in doing it in combination, for we have a rule passed that none but
members of Friendly Societies can become shareholders.
14698. Yon have stated that the Company is a Joint Stock Company? It is, but only amongst members
of Societies registered under the Act.
.
14699. You are clearly aware that the Friendly Societies Act prohibits the investment of funds in a Joint
Stock Company ? I take it that it means amongst non-members. To avoid any unpleasantness in any
Lodge special meetings were held, and in this one particular Lodge that invested the £400 (that is the
Foresters) I might say that we had seventy-four inembers, and that they were unanimous. The investment
is sure, and we are getting the same interest from the Hall as we would get from the Bank.
14700. Did yon find any inconvenience in investing your funds ? We bad a little difficulty at times in
investing them in the Savings’ Bank,
14701. But had you any difficulty in finding investments for your money that you had to lend? The
members did not feel inclined to speculate.

14702. Do you not regard this as a speculation ? No, itis as certain as the interest in the Savings’Bank.
14703. Who gives the guarantee ? The Directors.
14704, Are they personally liable ? They are liable.
‘
14705. Beyond the property P It brings in double the amount of money already. Tbe Directors liave
guaranteed the Bank interest of 5 per cent.; I have a guarantee from the Directors of 5 .per cent.
14706. Have you brought a copy of tbe deed of settlement of the Company ? I have not.
14707. In the event of the Society or Societies requiring their funds, how will they be able to get them ?
By giving due notice.
14708. What notice is necessary ? Twenty-eight days.
14709. And by giving that notice could they demand the payment of the £400 ? No, but they will not
want it as long as their interest is sure, and in addition to this they have two good Lodge rooms, instead
of having to meet in public-houses as they had to do before.
14710, You have received no complaints from the members in reference to these investments ? No ; on
the contrary, we have received praise. The members are quite satisfied with what wo have done. We had
our first half-yearly meeting last night, and it was reported that several new members had joined the Lodges
in order to get shares ; so that hy this means wo are actually increasing our number.
14711.

r
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14711. Did Mr. Bowden give a, wriiien or verbal opinion? I think it was verbal, but be answered a letter
0f mjnc ia writing, saying that ho could see no reason why it could not bo done.
14712. Mr,
Did you make any application to Mr. Oliver, as Kegistrar, to know if this could be
' done ? Only through the solicitor.
14718, Did he forward on his opinion ? He told me what Mr. Oliver in conversation had stated to
him.
14714. He did not convey to you in writing what Mr. Oliver had said ? Xo.
14715. Have you Mr. Bowden’s opinion as to what you could do? Yes.
1471G, Did you act upon it ? Yes : it is as follows :—

"
Parraamtta, 20 April, 1832.
L, Menser, Esq., Parramatta.
Re Friendly Societies.
Dear Sir,
'
I have looked into the mnltor in reference to Friendly Societies’Hall, and consider it not contrary to thn
meaning of the ^ct for the different Societies to unite to purchase suitable premises for their common benefit, provided
provision be made in the building to moot the separate requirements of each Society.
It. will, however, be necessary for the Trustees of each Society to obtain first the consent of a special meeting of their
members, or a mnjoritv of such meeting.
Yours truly,
‘
'
.t. E. BOWDEN.

Upon that, a copy of which was given to each of the Lodges, they acted, and to secure that each Lodge
should have a voice in tbe matter, besides the Directors appointed by the shareholders, each Lodge
appoints its own Director or Trustee to represent them in the whole Board.
147 L7. Do you not understand that letter tq mean that in the building each shall have its own separate
room ? Yes.
14718. How many Lodges are interested in it ? Three directly, and all indirectly, as having shares.
14719. But only three Lodges have invested their funds in it ? Yes,
,
14720. In this matter of shares, are the shares applied for by persons in the ordinary form or as members
of Friendly Societies ? There is a special form in which the applicant has to state that he is a member of
such and such a Society, and none but members of Societies can obtain shares.
14721. President-I The 42nd section of the A ct says that the Trustees may invest the funds or any part
thereof to any amount in any Colonial G-overifment Fund or Debentures or in such other security as
the rules of such Society may direct, not being the purchase of house or land (save and except the
purchase of buildings wherein to hold the meetings or transact the business of such Society as hereintofore
mentioned) and not being the purchase of shares in any Joiut Stock or other Company with or without
charter or incorporation and not being personal security, except in the case of a member of one full year's
standing at least, and in respect of a sum not exceeding one half the amount of his assurance on life of
sucli member, and so on. I think you will find Mr. Bowden has been at sea so far as that section of the
Act is concerned ? "Wo do not look at it as a Joint Stock Company.
14722. Mr. Slade.] Have you been mixed up in Joint Stock Companies before ? Yes.
14723. Have you any doubt but that this is purely a Joint Stock Company? I think that in a Joint
Stock Company any one can become a shareholder.
14724. Is there any guarantee that these shares shall not he sold or exchanged to non-members ? "Well,
of course, in case of bankruptcy or death the shares could be passed to non-members.
14725. if the speculation should fail, is there any means of recouping the Society except the property ?
Beyond the property itself, no, but it is worth more than we actually gave for it, so that it is impossible
it should become a failure.
.
14726. Did you ever hear a report that Mr. Oliver did advise a way of making this legal ? Yes, I believe
he did, hut I am not sure.
_
14727. Did you ever make a statement to the effect that Mr. Oliver had said he knew it was illegal, hut if
the Societies would pass a short rule legalizing it, he would register it ? No.
14728. Is the position of Messrs. Coates and G-azzard the same as yours ? Yes, but Mr. Coates knows
nothing of the matter.1
1

Mr.G. Coates. 14729,

Mr. George Coates sworn and examined :—

President] What Society are you a member of ? The Ancient Order of Foresters.
^ , a
' 14730. For many years ? Twenty-six years.
17 Nov., 1882. 14731. Do you know how much of your funds has been invested in this Friendly Societies’ Hall Company ?
Only from hear-say, £400.
14732, And you disapprove of the investment ? Yes.
,
14733. As contrary to the Friendly Societies Act ? Yes, I should have objected to sign the cheque, hut
I was not called on for my signature.
14734. You are familiar with the 42nd section of the Act ? Yes I think the funds should he only
invested in tho Savings Bank or Government Securities.
14735. Have you taken any action in your Lodge in objecting to this mode of investment ? No.
14736. Is it your intention to do so ? No ; the thing is done, and cannot bo undone,
14737. You are one of the Trustees ? Yes ; I was elected without my knowledge.
14738. And they withdrew the money without your consent or knowledge ? Yes.
14739. Were you removed from office ? No.
14740. No new Trustee has been appointed ? No.
14741. How often do you change thee Trustees ? We do not change them at all,
14742. Could the money have been withheld without your-kuowlcdge or consent? It should not have been.
14743. Are you aware of the Trustees who signed the cheque ? Mr. Menser and Mr. Gazzard.
14744. Have the whole of the funds of the Society been transferred to their account? Not that I am
aware of.
14745. They have not been removed from your name ? Not to my knowledge.
14746. It was one of your duties to guard the funds and protect them from improper use ? Yes.
14747. Where did you receive information that a portion of the funds had been applied in tins way ? I
went to the Treasurer and said that I understood that they were about to purchase a hall, but that I
would
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would not sign the cheque for it; he said that was needless, as that it was paid for already. I ashed him Mr.Gt. Coates,
how that could he done without my shmature : and he replied that Mr. Menser said I was not a Trustee / - A ’ ^
now.
~
.
17 Now, 1882.
14748. How was the money paid and the cheque signed? I cannot toll.
14749. You do not know how the money was drawn out? No, except that Mr. Taylor, the Manager of
the Bank, refuses to acknowledge more than two Trustees, and Mr. Menser and Mr. Gazzard took it
upon themselves to draw it out.
14750, There are three Trustees ? Yes.
14751. And you have been ignored? Yes.
14762. Though you have acted for fifteen years ? Yes.
14753. Had you intimated that you would not sign a cheque ? Not before I went to the Treasurer.
14754. ~Were you removed because you would not sign it ? I could not say that.
14755. Have you made any inquiries as to whetheV your name is still registered as Trustee ? Yes, I met
my co-Trustee, and he told me it was not.
*
•
14756. Have you been to the Bank ? No.
14757. But you have had no intimation from the Court that you were removed ? No.
14758. And it is only by accident you heard that yon had been removed? That is all.
Mr. L. Menser was recalled and examined :—
14759. President.] It is stated that the Manager of the Bank declined to acknowledge more than two
Mr. L.
Trustees ? Two Trustees.
Menser.
14700. 'What is his name ? John Taylor.
"
14761. 'What did he tell you ? lie told me nothing himself—his clerk told me.
17 Nov.,1882.
14762. Mr. Smith.] Is not Mr, Coates the senior Trustee of the Ijodge? He might be, but I would not
be sure. ■
14763. And it is also a fact that you liave never consulted him respecting this matter? No, I never had
the opportunity of seeing him, or I should have done so.
14764. You never consulted him as to purchasing this property ? I had spoken to him, although I did
not officially consult him.
*
14765. Is it not a fact that you overlooked him as a Trustee? No, it is not; in the Bank book it is
Gazzard, Menser and Coatee; and the Manager only recognizes the first two names.
14766. What do your rules say? That the Trustees shall he empowered to do so and so.
14767. Were any orders or cheques drawn by Mr. Coates recognized ? This is tho first time we have had
to draw money out of the Bank for years. _
14768. If the Court appointed three Trustees, did the members have the knowledge that only two would
be recognized by the Bank ? I cannot say.
14769. What is the object of appointing the three ? The rules say three shall bo appointed.
14770. Mr. Coates is still a Trustee then? Yes.
14771. Mr. Gelding.] Has Mr. Taylor got any interest in this property ? He sold it to us.
14772. Would you like your name withdrawn like this ? No.
.
14773. President.] Is it a Branch of the Sydney Savings Bank? The New South Wales Savings Bank.
14774. Was the money banked in the names of the three Truslees ? I have never banked it—Mr. Gazzard
always did that.

Mr. Moses Gazzard sworn and examined :—
Mr. M.
14775. President.] You are a member of the Foresters? Yes, lam.
Gazzard
14776. Are you a Trustee ? Yes.
14777. How many Trustees has your Court ? Only two. I have been Trustee about twelve or fifteen
17 Nov., 1882.
years.
,
14778. How many Trustees have to be appointed hy Vour rules ? I could not say.
14779. You arc not aware that three Trustees are provided for in the rules ? I have heard that
Mr. Coates’s name is on the books, but they will not acknowledge him at the Bank. Mr. Taylor told me
that they would not acknowledge more than two.
14780, You drew out £400 ? Yes, for the Hall.
14781. Did you approve of that mode of investing the funds? Fes, I did, because we bad nowhere to
go to.
_
_
14782. You know that the duty of a Trustee is to apply the money for the purpose for which it was sub
scribed ? To put. it in the Bank and pay it out as instructed by the Lodge.
14783. Are you aware of the 42nd section of the Act ? I have never road it.
.
14784. Hare you been informed that it says that the Trustees have no power to invest money in a Joint
Stock Company ? Yes,
14785. You have received a legal opinion from Mr. Bowden as to yourrightin this matter? Ihaveheard
that he stated that we could do it,
14786. Who was the first Trustee elected in connection with your Court? I could not say.
14787. Was Mr. Coates appointed before yon and Mr. Menser ? Yes.
■
14788. Then he is the senior Trustee of the three ? I do not know,
14789. Have you ever known him decline to act? I have been a Trustee some years, and hemever did any
thing—J have always taken the moneys to the Bank—he never did anything that I know of.
14790. Do you think you have power to invest these funds as you have done, after hearing clause 42 of
the Act—{clause read to the witness) ? If 1 had known that before it was done I might have considered it.
14791. After hearing that read, you do not think you were justified ? "Well, they'had a regularly sum
moned meeting, and it was carried to take £400 worth of shares,
14792. Mr. Smith.] In whose name are the shares taken ? In the name of the Lodge.
14793. Of no individual ? No individual.
"
14794. Wlmt do you hold to show you have invested the money? 1 do not know.
4SG—3 F
14795.
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11705, Have you no scrip ?

I have not; X do not know what the Secretary has got.

14796. What guarantee have you for the £400 ? I do not know.

iT^Nov^ma. 14797.

Mr. Abigail.] Who paid the money ? Mr. Menser.
1479S. Has he any papers ? I do not know.
14799. Any documents ? I do not know.
14800. Any scrip ? I do not know.
'
14801. "Wereyou present when the money was handed over ? No.
.
14802. Mr. Smilft.] Ton were guided hy the meeting—the summoned meeting ? Yes.
14803. And owing to the action then taken yon were a consenting party to the money being taken ? Yes.
14804. And if the Lodge had authorized the expending of that money hy any other means, such as upon a
picnic, you would have been guided, by that ? No, I would not.
14805. No one ever pointed out to you your position as a Trustee ? No, I was guided by tho Lodge that
evening.
1'
"
1480G. Without knowing any better ? Yes, after it was carried in the Lodge I thought it was all right.
14807. And you as a Trustee do not know what you hold as security P 1 do notknow.
14808. You are sure that the shares were applied for in thename oftheLodge ? Yes.
14809. How do you know? It was voted that it should be done so in the Lodge.
14810. Did yon see the application ? No, I did not.
14811. But the Trustees would have to make application for the shares ? I do not know whether it was
Mr. Menser or the Lodge.
14812. You did not see the form of application ? No.
14813. And did not see any form of scrip ? No, I did not.
14814. Did you sign a cheque for the withdrawal of the money ? Yes.
■

Mr. L. Menser recalled and examined:—
14815. Mr. Abigail.] What was the form of application for these shares ? We applied on behalf of the
Meiieer.
Court for 400 shares to be allotted to the Court,
14816. Was any scrip issued? No.
17 Nov., 1882.
14817. Was the application signed by the three Trustees, or by you on their behalf? By me on their
behalf.
.
14818. Did you consult them? Not directly, but it was done in the Court.
14819. You did not apply to these men directly to authorize you to apply on their behalf ? I did to Mr.
Gazzard, hut not to Mr. Coates.
'
14820. Do you know that the Companies Act does not recognize bodies of men, but only individuals ?
This does.
.
14821. Is there any special deed? The registration deed.
14822. You have no doubt that you applied for the shares on behalf of the Society, and not for yourself
individually? No.
14823, Who signed the cheque for the money? The Secretary signed the cheque himself; we signed tho
receipt-book at the Bank. The cheque is signed hy tho officers of the Court.
Mr. L.

Mr, M. Gazzard recalled and examined:—
14824. Mr. Langley.] Did I understand you correctly that you signed a cheque for the money ? Wc
signed a cheque at the Bank to draw the money.
14825. Were you correct when you said you signed a cheque to draw the money ? We signed a cheque
17 Nov., 1882. p]10 Bank to draw it.
■
'
14826. Mr. Rubiei] In whose name is the money of the Court deposited in the Bank ? Mine and Mr.
Menser’s.
14827. There is no mention of Mr. Coates’s name ? Not at the Bank.
14828. Is his name on the Bank-book ? No.
14829. Mr. Slade.] What did you have to do in the matter beyond signing your name on one occasion ?
Nothing at all.
‘
14830. You never applied for the shares ? No, I did-not.
14831. Have you ever had any paper exhibited to you as a receipt for the payment of the money ? No.
14832. Have you any positive knowledge that the money has been paid ? Yes; I have heard it read over
two or three times.
■
14833. You do not know whether any receipt is in existence ? No.
14834. Do you understand that you may be proceeded against personally for money illegally invested ?
I understand it is tbe Lodge that has done it.
14835. If their instruction was illegal would you do it ? It would depend upon what it would be : I
do not think they would do anything iLiegal.
Mr. M.
Gazzard.

Mr. L. Menser recalled and examined:—
.
Mr. L.
14836. Mr. Smithi] And what other Societies have invested in this Company ? The Sons of Temperance
Menser.
and the Druids.
.
14837. These Lodges have taken shares which have been allotted to them ? Yes.
'
17 Nov., 1882,14338. Yon have articles of association signed ? No.
'
14839. Do you hold the documents from the Company?' Yes.
14840. What do you hold, scrip or a receipt? A receipt; and the deed of settlement is signed hy the
other Trustee and myself.
14841. There is nothing to identify the Lodge except the receipt ? There is no scrip given out at all—
no one holds scrip.
,
-
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Mr. Henry Harrington Green sworn and examined:—
14842. Preddenl^ You are a member of the Independent Order of Oddfellows? Yes.
14843. What office do yon hold ? I am Grand Master.
14844. You have recently appointed new Trustees, hare you not ? No.
14845. You have not done so ? No.
14846. You have not made any appointment of new Trustees ? No.
14847. Have you removed any of the funds of the Lodge ? Yes.
14848. With the concurrence of the Trustees—of the whole body of the Trustees ? Yes.
14849. How many Trustees have you ? Three.
14850. Has any portion of the Funeral Fund been operated upon by the Trustees ? Yes.
14851. What have they done with the Funeral Fund ? It is invested in real estate.
14852. Would yon give a description of the nature of the investment made by the Trustees ? Well, what
lias been done is to be ratified by the general body. In the first instance, when the land was placed in tho
market it was purchased conditionally that the Order would accept it, and a private cheque was given for
one-quarter of the purchase money, that is £834. Subsequently a meeting of the Executive was called
for tho purpose of laying the matter before them. Previous to 11ns two or three meetings were held to
know if it would be advisable, at each of which it was unanimously decided that it would be a profitable
investment; and it was determined to purchase the land. We had previously obtained legal advice as to
the stop we were about to take. Tire matter is in embryo yet, although the name of the Order was used
in connection with it.
14853. Is it a fact that two new Trustees and one old one drew out £200, It is not—I positively deny it,
I produce the registered Trustees with the original Trustees as registered by the Registrar of Friendly
Societies. (Producedfor inspection only) I may explain that at our last annual session of the Grand
Lodge Trustees wore elected, but the Journal of Proceedings will explain that a protest was made at the
election, as to the mode of election. This had to be submitted to the Supreme Grand Body under which
we work.
,
14854. "What are the names of the Trustees of the Funeral Fund? We do not make any distinction—
they arc all vested in the Trustees; their names are Messrs. Richard Switson, James Farrell, and George
Guess.
14855. And how long liave they been in office ? Since the foundation of the Grand Lodge, in October,
1880.
'
14856. Were new Trustees appointed at tbe last general meeting of your body ? I think I explained that
an election was had, but that the mode of election was objected to.
14857. What was the objection ? That tbe mode of election did not accord with the clause of the
constitution under which it was held.
14858. Who were the Trustees elected ? Mr. Langley was one, and Mr. McMenemy was another.
14859. Were they to have superseded the old Trustees ? They were to have clone, hut immediately on
their election a protest was lodged against the mode of election.
14860. And what was the result ? That protest has yet to he decided by the Supreme Grand Body.
14861, And in the meantime tho old Trustees have acted ? Yes.
14862. And they have withdrawn the money ? Yes.
14868. And applied it for tho purpose of purchasing this property ? Yes.
14864. How much ? £834.
14865. And are you aware of the 50th section of your laws, which provides how the Funeral Fund should
be applied ? I am fairly conversant with the law.
14866. And do yon think that the appropriation of the Funeral Fund in the way which you have described
is in conformity with the rules ? I believe it is,
14867. What balance would yon have to the credit of the fund after you have taken this amount out?
I am not sure as to the figures, hut about £400.
- 14868. £400 still remaining ? .Yes.
14869. What would he the annual drain on the fund in the shape of payments for deaths ? It fluctuates ;
I am scarcely in a position to give you an average, because we have not been in existence long enough to
get an average.
14870, Are you aware what was paid last year ? I think about £110; that is merely approximate.
14871. And you consider it a lawful purpose to apply those funds to the purchase of a building? Yes;
we did nothing without taking legal advice.
"~
14872. Though it is provided how the fund should be appropriated “ and for no other purpose”? I inter
pret that so that it may be invested profitably in real estate, *
14873. And you do not take much notice of the latter portion of the 50th section of your rules ? I have
innumerable precedents.
14874. I am asking for your opinion ? I am scarcely in a position to give an opinion. It appears to me
it wall be necessary for me to make some explanation before leaving.
14875. You may make a statement now ? I am informed that Mr. Langley has given certain information ;
he is a member of our Executive ex officio, and has given his consent. We had no opportunity of calling a
special meeting of tho Grand Lodge because of the expense, and because time would not admit; but
previous to the land being purchased I gave instructions to the Grand Secretary that he should be apprised
of the fact. He was interviewed by the Grand Treasurer, and I have his word of honor that Mr. Langley
gave his consent. I scarcely think 1 could explain the whole matter, because there is an animus between
Mr. Langley and certain members of the executive body.
14876. We do not want anything of that ? Well, it has been circulated in the city that we have been
misappropriating our funds, and that is calculated to materially injure our institution. Of course I know
the general public do not investigate these matters very closely. Mr. Langley was consulted in the case,
and an intimation was sent to him by telegram. In presence of one of our Trustees he gave his consent,
saying he thought it was worth a thousand pounds more than it was purchased at. I had Some amount
of difficulty in connection with this case because Mr. Langley was absent, He never confronted me
personally, and if one single objection had been raised I should have hesitated ; but the Grand Treasurer
gave me his word of lionor—when I remarked that Mr. Langley was absent on the morning of the sale—
that he did not object, Since then he has raised no objection, except in an indirect way through the
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Lodge of whicli he is a member. , I have a copy hero of an intimation sent to all the Lodges, and Mr.
Langley’s Lodge amongst others received one. We received a protest from that Lodge, though they were
P1'esent at tho meeting at which action was taken. I learned subsequently that Mr. Langley influenced
the passing of that protest. This is the only protest we have received. That is a brief summary of the
case.
14877, Were you offered £1,000 profit on the purchase ? Immediately afterwards we wore offered £500,
and subsequently £800, and more recently £1,000.
14878. In what part of Elizabeth-street is it'? About 100 yards from Liverpool-street.
_
14879. Mr. Abigail.] This matter of the Trustees was referred to the Supreme Grand Council ? The
Supreme Grand Lodge of Australasia.
_
_
148S0. How often do they meet ? The Executive meets when any matter of importance is brought before
it.
14881. And can they give a ruling? Yes.
14882. Which is binding ? Yes.
14883, It has been referred to them? Yes.
14884. How long ago? I am not prepared to answer that question, because it apipears that the Grand
Secretary did not despatch it at once ; but in April last 1. was in the office of the Supreme Grand Secre
tary, and I asked him if ho had received such a document, and he said yes.
14885. You have had no communication since ? Hone whatever. ,
1488G. That is nearly eight months ago ? Yes. I may say that indirect influence on the part of Mr.
Langley has been used to obtain from tho Grand Sire, the chief oflicer in Australasia, a decision; ho has
written a communication the purport of which I am not in possession of; but, 1 have a private letter
here---'
14887. Does that letter contain any ruling on the question ? No.
_
_
14888. Then wo do not want it; so that eight months have elapsed and an important question affecting
the proper position of your Trustees has not been decided ? Well, our institution is of American origin,
and we say distinctly that honorary membership is not recognized; and one of the clauses in the protest
is with regard to Mr. Langley holding an honorary position.
.
...
14889. But the Grand Lodge appointed Mr, Langley ? But if they violate the law their action will not
stand.
14890. You have no quicker means of getting a settlement than what you have now stated, that you send
it to the Grand Council? The delay docs not rest with us hero.
_
14891. Where do they meet? 'Their conferences are movable, but hitherto they have been held in
Victoria.
14892. At what periods ? They may be called together at any time.
14893. But what is the regular fixed period ? Triennially.
14894. Whom did you consult legally ? Tho solicitors, Messrs. Dawson & Sons.
14895. Have you their opinion? Their opinion was that wo could go on and complete the purchase.
14S9G. Tho question "was as to the legality of the action in completing the purchase? Just so.
14S97. Mr. Orevill-c.] Did Messrs. Dawson & Sons know it to be the Funeral Fund money ? The laws
were submitted to Messrs. Dawson & Sons for their opinion ; they seem to have read the laws and gave
an opinion, and advised us that wc could go on.
14898. But were they made specially acquainted with the fact that you would operate on the Funeral
funds for the purpose ? They advised us that if we complied with the Friendly Societies Act with regard
to one or two clauses pointed out to us, by having special meetings, all was clear.
14899. Was their special attention called to the intention of your Society to apply the Funeral Fund for
the purpose of making tho purchase ? ’! could not say whether that clause was pointed out to them
or not.
14900, Were they informed—it is not a question of a clause—that the funds whicli were to be used for the
purpose of buying the land consisted partly or wholly of the Funeral Fund ? Attention was drawn to tho
fact.that the mother institution of the Order had invested their funds in almost a precisely similar way,
but I do not think it was specially pointed, out.
'
14901. Mr. Langley.] Was there any objection or protest whatever entered against Mr. M'Menemy as a
Trustee? I think I have already replied to that on tho general principle. There was no objection to
persons at all.
The Commission then adjourned till Monday, 20 November.
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APPENDICES.
Correspondence, &c., re Dennis Collins and Duke of Edinburgh Lodge, G.IJ.O.O.F.
.

.

W-

Copy of Minute of Meeting Sub-Committee of Management, .Tunc 17, 18S0.
tv i
, y ^i1'00^ Brown, anrl seconded by Director Loughlin—" That Brother Collins be reinstated in tho
Duke of Edinburgh Lodge on the payment by him of all dues and demands, his resignation not having been in accordance
with law, —Carried.
j. A, McCABBIN,
r,
f ,
. .
,
Grand Master.
Copy of above sent to Duke of Edinburgh Lodge.—A. L. Smith.
„Memo. Letter from Grand Secretary to Collins, advised him (Collins) to render his arrears due to the Duke of
Edinburgh tnftdl and request admission.
■
Letter to the Duke of Edinburgh Lodge, requested the Lodge to carry out the decision of the sub-committee,
AuSt
ALFRED L. SMITH,

_____

Q|

VI A T C? -il
(IB)
Mr. A. L. Smith.
KeinfiSey, 10 March, 1881.
Sir and Brother,
y J
’
At a meeting of our Lodge the following proposition was carried, viz. :—Proposed hy the N. F. Brother F.
Lovell, and seconded by Brother Thomas Smith—re law 120—"That the distance of three (3) miles be extended to five (5)
when members are (Inly summoned, and that same become a by-law of the Duke of ^Edinburgh Lodge.
I am also instructed to ask if legal to erase D, Collins’ name from the Lodge books, he being run out by arrears of
contributions, viz., sixteen months, and he not having complied with the decision of S.C.M.
I remain yours fraternally,
THOMAS J. HILL,
Secretin',
To the N, 0. Duke of Edinburgh Lodge.
^
^
Kcmpscy, Maelcay River, 23 March, 1SS0.
.Sir and Brother,
I respectfully apply to your Lodge for my clearance, according to law 113, and if the Lodge refuse it let me
know the reason.
°
I jee By
tclesrani to Sydney that you stated that I resigned on the 3rd December,
I demand a copy of that resolution.
I am y0urs fraternally,
DENNIS COLLINS.
Mr. D. Collins,
^
Kempsey, 25 March, 1880.
Sir,
lam directed by the members of the Duke of Edinburgh Lodge to acknowledge your letter'apnlving for a
clearance from tbe Lodge.
° '
11 j e
j- i
} “!*,*? rcinnld you that you tendered your resignation on the 3rd December last. I am also to state that, as you
id not withdraw your resignation, tbe Lodge accepted it ou tho 31st December and bare since erased your name from the
nooks, and therefore very much regret they have no power to grant your request.
I remain, &c.,
(For the Secretary),
--------------------W. T. DANGAR.
To the N. C. of the Macleay Lodge,
^ ^
Kempsey, 16 April, 1880.
Sir and Brother,
.
n ,
, , J l,ave to inform you that Mr. D. Collins, who aets as your Inside Guardian, is an unfinancial member of the
Duke of Iwtmburgh Lodge, and therefore is not entitled to act in your Lodge.
I remain, &c.,
--------------------JAMES MURPHY.
(VI.)
West Kempsey, Macleay River, 13 April, 1880.
To the Most Worshipful Sub-Committcc of Management, Sydney.
Sirs and Brothers,
> J
J
I beg to •call your attention to the uncalled-for conduct of the Duke of Edinburgh Lodge, Kempsey, towards
myself, amldcairo that you will inquire specially into tbe matters now submitted for your consideration
0,1
1 / th December last I verbally resigned from the said Duke of Edinburgh Lodge, and which resignation was put
to the meeting of the inembers, but rejected owing to my having failed to comply with mW 114. I have not since such
meeting given m a written or any resignation, still, by the letter of the 25th ultimo (which I enclose herewith for your perusal)
I am informed that my resignation was accepted on the 31 st December last. Then again, a letter is received by the Noble Grand
r i-'r a i ^ j 8®’
e3t Kempsey, of which I am a member, stating that I am an unfinancial member of the said Duke
nV^UVg 1 L
Tl <;c:,1frl|U®ntly, uo> oBgible to I'old any office in connection with the Lodge. I enclose herewith
the letter received hy the Noble Grand of the Maelcay Lodge, which is dated 10th inst. I am also informed that the
(.rand Secretary has received certain telegrams during March last, and the contents of which I desire you to specially
eon aid ei and compare with the letters now enclosed. Undoubtedly there is an attempt to injure me, especially in the eyes
of the new Lodge at West Kempsey, and I would ask you to consider whether the conduct of the Duke of Edinburgh
Lodge is m accordance with the spirit and teachitig of our Order.
6
1 consider that the Duke of Edinburgh Lodge does not conform to the laws of our Order, especially laws 33 and 102
As to unfinancial members holding office and voting in the Lodge, also as to opening and closing the Lodge at proper times,—
t lose two laws have been repeatedly violated, and I consider from the maimer in which they have ignored the same that the
, oWiT ,t1ra,1lai*otecl. must Bonull and void. For the good of the Order 1 deem it advisable to report these facts, so that if
possible tbey may l>c remedied.
r n i,„ I,d<f‘u * T* i0V,C,ry iu?uir^ sha11 }K macte into the treatment that I have received from the said Duke of Edinburgh
Dodge, and that I shall receive that redress to which I am entitled.
fa
T wT1!*1 rif ’V conclu«on that I have been a member of our noble Order for the last twenty-five years, during which
LTve tL DuW W
rc ?™ld Master of the Manning River Union Lodge for twelve years, and 1 am compelled to
lea\ e the Duke of Edinburgh Lodge owing to their admitting persons of very doubtful character.
I have, &c.,
, .
DENNIS COLLINS,
mitteo of^Vrana^ement —D^C^^' L°d®'e ^ honorary member^waiting the decision of tho most worshipful the Sub-CornI have gieen a true copy of this letter to the Duke of Edinburgh Lodge,
4SG—A

____ ______________ _ '

(VII.)
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(VII.)
The Grand Secretary, G. U. 0. Oddfellows, Sussex-street, Sydney.
Kempsey, 26 May, 1880.
Dear Sir and Brother,
'
.
I am directed hy the officers and members of the Duke of Kdtnburprh Lodge (No. 1,379) to acknowledge your
communication of April 2Sth, and to state that Dennis Collins is not a member of the M'Lcay Lodge lately opened, not
having paid any entrance fee to same, and that, not having withdrawn his resignation from this Lodge, we do not recognize
him ; and this Lodge farther desires to state that all officers in the Lodge arc financial, and that their times of opening and
closing have been as regular as they could with convenience to the good and welfare make them. I am also to draw
attention to the fact of Collins admitting his having resigned from our Lodge, owing (as he alleges) to our admitting
persons of doubtful character, which is not the case.
I have, to.
_____________ .
W. T. DANGAR, N.G. (VIII.)
t
Alfred L. Smith, Grand Secretary,
Taree, 2 June, 1880,
Dear Sir and Brother,
I am instructed to apply to the Sub-Committee of Management for a warrant to open a Grand Master Chapter
in connection with Belmore Lodge. You will please forward to me warrant and ritual; and I have to ask you to appoint
P.G.M. Brother Plvnnmer to open the Lodge. At same time send me set of officers’ charges for Manning River Union
Lodge.
I am also instructed to forward to the Sub-Committee of Management a copy of minutes of Macleay Lodge of May
8th. I was at Kempsey on 22nd of May, and attended a^meeting of the Macleay Lodge, and I have to regret I found
things in a very unpleasant state through the conduct of "Brother Dennis Collins, the person the District Master appointed
to open that Lodge ; and I may say had this Distinct Officer known the facts of the case, Brother Collins would not have
been appointed by any means.
When Brother Collins was asked by the District Master to explain his position in reply to your letter and Brother
Danger’s telegram, it was then only the real fact of Brother Collins' case came to light, and he (Collins) saying he had joined
tho new Lodge as an honorary member awaiting the decision of the Sub-Committee of Management.
But you will find by the copy of the minutes heretofore referred to, that brother has not joined as an honorary
member, neither will the members of the Macleay Lodge accept him at all.
And upon my visit to the Macleay Lodge on 22nd of May, I found Brother Collins in the Lodge-room, and after the
minutes were confirmed, 1 asked him if he considered this was Ids place. He said ho had the authority of the District
Master to be there. I then asked, was it becoming an Oddfellow to put the law at defiance, and told him he should have
waited the decision of the Sub-Committee, and left the Lodge in the hands of the other brother he had appointed
with himself as Instructing Officer.
And while at Kempsey I gathered from several of the members of the Duke of Edinburgh Lodge the following
facts :—Some time in December last, Brother Collins objected to a person becoming a member of the Duke of Edinburgh
Lodge, and at the time would state no special reason, but if be was admitted ho (Brother Collins) would resign; and after
a great deal of discussion, Brother Collins paid his contribution, took off his scarf, and left the room. They asked him to
put his resignation in writing ; he saying—“That is all the resignation you will got from me.” Some time was given
Brother Collins to consider his ease ; and one of the members of the Duke of Edinburgh Lodge (Brother M ‘Cue) waited
upon Brother Collins and asked him to come back, he (Collins) tolling that brother he would do no such thiug, whicli ended
in Ins (Collins’) name being struck off the books.
I may add, in conclusion, this report may help the officers in comparing the statements of the Duke of Edinburgh
Lodge and Brother Collins as to how things stand between them.
I am, &c.,
JOHN MANNERS, D.S.
Copy of -Minutes.
Macleay Lodge being duly opened, tbe following are the minutes of the meeting :—
Proposed by Brother O’Brien, and seconded by Brother Hinehcliff,—That Brother Collins be expelled from the Order.
Proposed by Brother Hinehcliff, and seconded by Brother Fitzpatrick,—That Brother Collins be not admitted as an
honorary member. Carried unanimously.
Brother Betts, Instructing Officer, said that, in accordance to law, Collins is no member on account of his paying no
initiation foe.
Proposed by Brother Ptolemey, and seconded by Brother Gcrsbach,—That the motion against Brother Collins stand
over until finally settled by the Sub-Committee of Management.
Proposed by Brother Ptolemey, and seconded by Brother Gersbach,—That Doctor Gaboral be Lodge Doctor for the
Macleay Lodge.
8 May, 1880.
Confirmed—EDWARD M'MAIGH, N.G.

.
(IX'>
'
»
„
Mr. A. L. Smith,
Kempsey, 3 June, 1881.
Dear Sir and Brother,
Please enclosed find the sum of £1 2s. Cd., being amount of levies for forty-five financial members, which tho
late Secretary neglected to forward to you before.
1 am also instructed to ask you to forward us 100 single pence cards as early as possible, as we are quite out of them.
Moved by Brother F. Lovell, seconded by Brother Dangar,—That the Secretary be instructed to ask permission from
the S.C.M. to erase Brother D. Collms’ name from the books of the Lodge for arrears of contributions, he not having com
plied with the decision of the S.C.M. at their meeting in June, 1880, and his arrears having extended over one year and six
months. This question should have been laid before tho S.C.M. at their March meeting.
I also enclose you subscription-list towards the building of a hall to sco if the S.C.M. can do anything towards
furthering the same.
Will you please send us the signs and password in cypher as we have lost them and want them for reference and the
recognition signs. Awaiting an early reply,—
I remain, &c.,
F. LOVELL, Secretary,
Please address all communications in future to F. Lovell, Central Kempsey.

To Mr. Alfred L. Smith,
West Kempsey, 29 July, 1880.
Sir and Brother,
In accordance with your instructions 1 went to the Lodge last night, but they would not admit mo; in fact some
of the memliers said before Ledge night that they would not be dictated to by the S.C. of M. Sir, I wish to bring before
the notice of the S.C. of M. that the N.G. is unfinancial, he owing the Lodge over £5, and several others owe £3 and
upwards, and they are all returned in the books as financial.
I most respectfully suggest that the S. C. of M. will have their books examined.
.
1 hope that you will deal with my case as soon as possible, as I think that 1 am dealt with hy tho Duke of Edinburgh
Lodge with great injustice.
Sir, allow me to return my sincere thanks to you and the S.C. of M. for tho trouble that they took in my case; and
I assure you that I have the welfare of the Order at heart.
I remain, &c.,
D. COLLINS.
(XL)
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To Mr. Smith,
(XI.)
'
Sir and Brother,
West Kempsey, 4 August, 1880.
I went to the Lodge this night, and one of the members came out and told me that I owed £1 Gs,, which sum I
gave him. He went into the Lodge, and returned and told me that I owed £1 16s., and that I wonld not be admitted
unless I paid that amount, which sum I do not owe, hut if I did the £1 Gs. would make me financial. So you can see that
they are trying to evade your decision, and making a fool of me ; and I hope that the S.C. of M. will not submit to such
treatment any longer,
.
1 am, Ac.,
______________
d. comm
Mr. A. Smith,
(XII.)
Sir and Brother,
Kempsey, 20 July, 1880.
At last summons-meeting, held 28th July, an adverse' motion was carried re deeision in Collins’ case, and the
Officers are at a loss to know how to act in the matter. I may mention that Collins was unfinancial on the date of his
written application for a clearance, he owing at that time sixteen shillings (16s.) contributions; and, further, his applica
tion was unattended with money, as per law 113.
Please attend to this matter at earliest convenience, as want to have the matter decided next Lodge night.
Yon can wire reply, which will be paid at this end.
■
1 remain, Ac.,
THOS. J. HILL,
1
Secretary.
To Collms,—Next Lodge night tender your a it ears in full, and request admission.
To Lodge,—You are required to carry out deeision of Committee ; sce law ten.
To Mr. Smith.
.
(XIH.)
Sir and Brother,
West Kempsey, 18 September, 1880.
I received your letter on the 15th instant. You say that you cannot see why the D. of B. Lodge refused me
admittance.
If you had their books inspected, I am sure that you would have no difficulty in seeing the reason.
I did tender the amount that I owed the Lodge, and they owed me 8s. 6d. at the time, 5s. of which they paid since,
so you see that 1 tendered more than I owed them. They are determined not to admit me. They say that they are not
to be dictated to by tho 0. C. of M., and they will appeal to the biennial meeting sooner than admit me.
Dear sir, allow mo to return you my sincere thanks for the great trouble you have taken in my cause.
Yours fraternally,
----------------DENNIS COLLINS.
(XIV.)
Mr. Alfred L. Smith,
O.U.O.O.F., Duke of Edinburgh Lodge, Kempsey, 26 September, 1880.
Sir and Brother,
Your letter dated 1st September, and bearing Sydney post-mark as being posted only on the 13th September, came
to hand ou loth instant, and in reply I am instructed to send the following answers to questions asked :—
1st. rJ'hirty-six shillings (36s.).
,
2nd. Y CS; twenty-six shillings (26s.)
3rd, Yes. He asked for admission, but refused to pay all dues and demands, stating he was not indebted to that
amount, and the minutes of the S.C.M. were not confirmed.
4th. There was no minute passed reversing decision of S.C.M.
Minute moved, “That Brother D. Collins be reinstated on complying with decision of S.C.M.”
The warrant for S. M. Chapter is not required, as same was granted in 1874, hut are in want of key to signs and
passwords.
Please send one Grand Master’s apron,—And I remain, Ac.,
.
THOMAS J. HILL,
Secretary.

[Appendices to Mr. Q. BretnalVs J$videme^\
Average of sickness for a period of six years, 76 to 81.
Aggregate of members, 8,078.
Aggregate of sick members, 887.
"
Aggregate amount of sick pay, £4,614 9s. 4d.
Average of days, 3J per annum.
Average of sick pay, 11s. Id. per annum.
Average cost of management per member per annum, including rent, but not delegates fees, about 10id,; delegates
fees about 2d, per member per annum.
GEO. BRETNALL,
District Secretary,

Death-rate of Sydney District G.TJ.O. of O.I\, from January, 1871, to December, 1881.
Number of deaths.

One................................ .
Three ........................
Three ......................
Three ........
Three ..............................
Two..................................

Ages.

Total ot years.
ft

Number of deaths.

Ages.

Total of years.

20
21
22
28
26
27
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
39
40
41
42
43
44-

20
42
44
23
78
54
29
30 •
62
96
33
102
105
72
111
117
120
164
294
129
88

Pour..................................
Pour.............................. .
Three ............... ..............
Pour........................ ........
Three ..............................
Four......................... ....... .
One..................................
Two..................................
Three ..............................
One ..................................
Three ..............................
Pour...................................
Two ............... ..................
Pour..................................
Three ..............................
Three ..............................
One...................................
One...................................
One...................................
One..................................

45
46
47
48
49
50
51
62
53
54
55
66
57
58
59
60
61
64

180
184
141
192
147
200
61
104
159
54
165
224
114
232
177
180
61
64

66
08

'

66
68
------------------ —-----

Total..................

4,586

Total number of deaths, 104; the average ago at death being 44 years 1 month and lA days.
‘ GEO. BRETNALL,
.
District Secretary.
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[Appendix to Evidence of Mr. E. Schofield.']
1873.
Number of
members sicJt,

Name of District.

Sydney ...........................................................
Cumberland................................
Hunter River .................................
Gonlbum ..............................................
Newcastle.............. ...............
Bathurst ..............................
Brisbane ..............................
Tamworth......................
Rockhampton .........................
Riverina............................. . .
Braidwood.....................................

Period of
sickness.

Rate of sickness per
member for the year.

weeks, days. weeks. days. hours.
o?rv<i7
X

3

32
32
100

Rate of
mortality.

1 in 102

110
1 in 190

113
4
g
16

]2

783

4,600

2

0

2

0

1 in 96

0

4

21

1 in 124

Rate
of mortality.

Members
sick,

53

0

Average of the whole...................

1
Thcftboyeis compiled from the Annual Returns for the year ending December, 1873.

1371.
Name of District.
•
Sydney..........................................................
Cumberland......................................................
Hunter River .......................................................
Goulbum...................... .............
Newcastle..................................................
Bathurst ..... ................ ......
Tamworth ..............................
Rockhampton..............................................
Riverina ...........................................
Braidwood ..........................................................

Number
of members
sick.

Period
of sickness
weeks.

406
•
*7
29
50
91

days.

Bate of sickness
per member
for tho year.
weeks.

days.

217
{tgo
1 Ofi
100

43
33

1 in 8
none.

1?
2
o$

JL

1 in 120

1 in 7|
1 in 9

1 in 114
1 in oa

13
33

54
1F4

2

704.

5,460

1

0

Average of tho whole ......................................

0

. 1 in 130

53

I in 12
1 in 7

linSi

Compiled from the Annual Returns for the year ending December, 1874 ; it may be mentioned that the omission of the
Vn&bane District is due to to their having formed their Board of Management or Grand Lodge.

1875.
Name of District.

Number
of members
sick.

*

Sydney ................................................................
Cumberland .....................................
, ,
Hunter River ..........................................................
Goulbum ..........................................
Newcastle..............................................................
Bathurst ..........................................................
Tamworth..............................................
.....
Rockhampton ...................................................
Riverina ..............................................................
Braidwood .............................................

536
8
27
67
137
76
46

Period
of sickness.

Rate
of sicktioss per
member.

weeks, day^,
n ftOd. ox
36 5
117 5
qn* i
484 0
159 3
218
1

days.

14
38

75
122

919

5,411

Rate
of mortality.

• <51

X ill 001/

1
1
1
x
]
1

1 in 59

1 in 10
1m %

1 in 120

1 in 6J

Rate
of mortality.

Members
sick.

£4
ia

0
0

Members
sick.

in
in
in
in
in
in

10
10
6
«>
6
8

5J

Average of the whole ......................................
Compiled from the Annual Returns for the year ending December, 1875.
No returns from Rockhampton District, they having joined tho Brisbane Grand Lodge.

1876.
Name of District.

.

Sydney ................................................................
Cumberland ..................................................
Hunter River .................... ..........
Goulbum .......................................................
Newcastle
......................................................
Bathurst ................................... .
Tamworth ...........................................
Riverina.................................................
Braidwood.....................................................

Number
of members
sick.
528
14
41
60
73
95
43
19
35
90S

Bate
- sickness per
member.

Period
of sickness.

weeks, days. dvs.
3,832 5
6
53
1
3
187 4
4
355 5
5
389 2
6
374 5
4
189 5
3
91 6
4
185 5
.7
5,660

hours.
6
21
15
8
7
11
7
0
0

inn,
47
0
21
0
53
a
0
0
0

1 in 82
none.
none.
1 in 78
1 in 86
1 in 147
1 in 101
none.
none.

1
1
1
1

in
in
in
in

7
7
7
6

1 in t>
1 in 5

3

Average of the whole ......................................
Compiled from the Annual Returns for the year ending December, 1876.

5

18

0

1 in 97

1 in 7*

5
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1877,
Name ot District.

Period
ot sickness.
weeks, davs.
3,874
G
38
1
230
0
277
0
388
2
450
0
268 ‘ 1

Sydney .........

Cumberland .
Hunter River
G-oulburn ....

Newcastle __
Rathurst........
Tam worth ....

Bate
of‘mortality.

Namo of District.

1 in 106
none.
none.
1 in 95
1 in 216
1 in 75
1 in 273

Riverina ...................................
Braidwood..................................

Period

Rate

Of sickness.

ot mortality.

Weeks, da vs.
41
0
79
5
5,647

1 in 189
1 in 105

1

Average sickness of <-lic whole.., 5 dys. 8 j- hrs.
Average of the whole...............

1-in 119

'

Compiled from Annual Returns for the year ending December, 1877.
The difference of the information supplied on this sheet as compared with previous years is due to an alteration in the
form of Return.

1878.
Kama of District.

Number
of members
sick.

Period
of sickness.

541
17
88
67
119
106
58
15
20

weeks. davs.
4,369
6
5
31
234 2
2
279
2
315
605
2
243
5i
50 1
1
99

Ra* e
of sickness per
member.

Rate
of mortality.

days, hours.
6
6
2
0
6
7
3
16
4
20
10
6
2
10
2
3
8
4

1 in 94
none.
1 in 77
1 in 88
1 in 456
1 in 220
1 in 651
none.
1 in 79

Members
skk.

*
Sydney......................... ............................................
Cumberland.............................................................
Hunter River ................. ........................................
Goulbum..................................................................
Newcastle..................................................................
Bathurst ..................................................................
Tamworth .............................................................
Riverina ..................................................................
Braidwood
....................................................

6,228

981

6i

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

in
in
in
in
in
in
in
in
in

9
Gi
8
8
3$
6
12
11
8

..............
5

Hi

Average of the whole ..............................

1 in 115

1 in 8

Roto
of mortality.

Members
bick.

Compiled from Annual Returns for year ending December, 1878.

1879.
Name of District.

Sydney.................. ...................................................
Cumberland..............................................................
Hunter River ................. ........................................
Goulbum..................................................................
Newcastle..................................................................
Bathurst .................................................................
Tamworth..................................................................
Riverina ..................................................................
Braidwood ..............................................................

Number
of members
flick.

633
18
36
80
79
104.
83
17
22

,
1

Period
of sickness.

Rate
of sickness per
member.

weeks. davs.
4,309
2
120
3
137 6
296
6
3
427
520
5
0
2SI
33
3
3
71

days, hours.
5
13
4
11
3
3
3
10
2
6
12
5
2
21
1
10
2
£2

6,196

1,072

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

in 90
in 94
in 102
in 201
in 122
in 165
in 98
none.
1 in 171

linSi
1 in Ik
1 in 841 in 7 V
1 in 6
1 in 6
linSi
1 in 9i
1 in 7i

1 in 103

1 in8

7
5 days

Average of the whoic ..............................

...............

Compiled from Annual Returns for year ending December, 1879.

1880.
Name of District.

Number
incml>crs

of

Sick.

E'eriod
of sickness.

765
20
36
83
126
120
120
12
24

days.
34,691 i
755
712
3,022
3,44-3
3,751
3,098
150
600

1,306

50,222i

Rate
of sickness per
member.

days, .hours.
6
3*
3
9
2
2
4
9
6
fli
5
10
4
6i
0
11
4
105-

6

Kate

Members

of mortality.

sick.

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

in 1375
in 223
in 1691in 171
in 695
in 692
in 145
none

in
in
in
in
in
in
in
in
in

7i
11
9
8J
' 4i
55
6
15
55

13i
1 in 150

Compiled from Annual Returns for year ending December, 1880.

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1 in 61

1881,
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1881.
Name of District.

Number
of membars
sick.

Period
of1 sickness.

Rate
’ of sickness per
member.

Rate
of mortality.

Membera
alck.

Sydney....................................................... .............
Cumberland....................................... .
Hunter Eiror ..........................
Goulbum ...................................................
Newcastle.......................................
Bathurst ................................
Tamworth..................
....
Riverina .........................................
Braidwood ..............................

679
22
42
111
172
113
100
24
35

days.
34,726
548
1,803
' 3,726
4,752
4,285
3,065
630
800

days, hours.
5
13*
2
7*
4
19*
5
1
8
0
6j. 7
3
21*
2
18
4
13

1 in 99
1 in 236
1 in 94
1 in 146
1 in 297
1 in 296
1 in 262
lin 78
none

lin
lin
lin
lin
1 in
lin
lin
lin
1 in

1,298

54,335

Average sickness of the whole ..............
A verage of the whole..............................

..............

|

r

days. lirs. min.
4. 13 22

.............
..................

1

8i
10*
9
6*
5*
1i
7*
9*
5

1 in 123f

'

1 in 7*

Compiled from the Animal Return for the year ending 31st December, 1881.

[Appendices to Evidence of Mr. W. B. Smith.']
Mr. W. B. Smith to The Secretary, Friendly Societies Commission,

■

Dear Sir,
24 April, 1882.
On perusing the evidence given by me before the Commission, I have thought it advisable, as tending to
strengthen the position I assumed on that occasion, to attach a graduated scale of contributions which should be paid by
the members of any Society joining at the several ages (and still retaining the present scale of entrance and registration
fees) in order to obtain the benefits specified and now guaranteed by the rules of the .Society, When before tho Commission
I stated that I thought a uniform contribution of not less than la. 3d. par week would be necessary. I have since worked
the matter out and taken into consideration the clement of withdrawals, but I can see no reason to alter my opinion then
expressed,—that Is. 3d. per week would be required. The scale now submitted shows an average contribution of Is. 5d.
per week, but it must he remembered that by far the greater proportion of persons joining Friendly Societies are lictween
the ages of twenty and thirty, so that the general average would be reduced accordingly.
I have allowed in the scale for management expenses at the rate of 20 per cent, of the net annual premiums. I
previously stated that I considered 10 per cent, would bo sufficient. I now see cause to alter that opinion. , Tho lost
report from the Government Statist in Victoria mentioned the expenses of management of the various Societies in that
Colony to be at least 15 per cent, of the annual income, I have allowed an additional 5 per cent, to meet an assumed
increased cost of this expenditure, owing to the more isolated position of Lodges in our Colony, and a consequently larger
item coming under the head of travelling expenses.
Yours faithfully,
W. BARNETT SMITH.
Funeral donation—Death of member,.
,,
wife .....
Sick pay—First period
,,
Second ,,
„
Third „
Doctor and medicine to family.

£25
£15
21s. per week
15s.
,,

6s.

„

Graduated Scair of Contributions to provide benefits specified, withdrawals being considered.
Age.

IS
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

..............
..............
..............
..............
..............
..............
..............
.............
..............
.............
..............
..............
..............
..............
..............
..............
..............
..............
..............
..............
..............
.............
............

Entrance Fee
at
each age.
£
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
3
4

B.
10
10
10
12
12
12
]r>
15
17
17
0
0
5
5
10
10
12
12
17
2
2
0
4

d.
0
0
0
G
6
6
0
0
6
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
6
6
0
0
0
0

Wife’s
Registration
Fee.3.
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
5
5
5
5
5
7
7
7
7

d.
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
G
6
6
6
6
6
0
0
0
0
0
6
G
6
6
6

Gross
Annual
Contributions.
£
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3

s.
11
12
13
14
16
17
18
0
1
2
4
6
7
9
11
13
15
17
18
19
3
4
5

d.
6
6
8
9
1
4
4
2
4
8
5
1
7
5
0
0
0
6
2
7
S
7

Gross
Contribution
]icr week.
8.
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i

d.
1
1
2
2
2
2
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
5
6
6
7
7
8
S
9
9
9

Remarks,

In these calculations it is
1st. That all the members are married.
2nd. That in the matter of clearances the loss
and gain to the Society wonld he about
equal.
3rd. That the cost for medical attendance and
medicine wonld not exceed 2Gs. per
annum per member.
4th. That the cost of management would not
exceed 20 per cent, of the annual
income.
j.ne average contribution lor ail ages would be
Is. 5d.

These calculations are approximate, being brought to the nearest penny.
Dear

7
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Dear Sir,
,
,
... Mudgee, 18 May, 1882.
In conformity with promises, I herewith enclose you a detailed valuation of the liabilities and assets of a Lodge
belonging to the Society of which I am a member. In placing it before the Commission, 1 would like to say that it cannot be
taken as more than approximate in its results, as I have not been able to verify it or test its correctness in any thorough
manner. I liave made my calculations ae carefully as possible, and used the tables prepared by one of the officers attached to
tho Department of the Government Statist in Victoria, and so far as the time at my disposal would permit, I have made it as
comprehensive as I could. I may say here that onr Subordinate Lodges are only indirectly responsible for tbe sums payable
at death of members or their wives, the General Funeral Fund being consolidated under the management of the Grand
Council, and maintained by levies on each Subordinate Lodge; but an this is only a matter of convenience, and the Subordinate
Lodge is the one responsible in reality, as its funds would be liable in the event of the Grand Council failing to meet its
engagements. I have credited the Lodge whose position is now valued with its proportionate share of the amount to the
credit of the General Funeral Fund on the date taken, 30th December, 1880.
L. E. Harems, Esq.,
Secretary, Friendly Societies Commission.

I am, yours faithfully.
W. BARNETT SMITH.

Valuation Balance Shuet.

£

Liabilities.
Value of benefits assured to members and
wives .........................................................................

s. d.

5,S4!3

&

3

£5,846

5

3

I

Assets.
Capital at 31st December, 1880 ............................
| Contributions in arrears ...............
Proportionate share of GrondCouncil Funds .
| Value of future contributions ................................
' Deficiency ..........................................................................

£ s.
I

d.
511
0
59 19 9
213 15 0
3,523 13 9
1,637 9 9
£6,846

5

3

of tlio future contributions and claims of the members of tbe
Lodge of the Protestant
Alliance Friendly Society of Australasia, under the Grand Council of New South Wales, as at the,
31st December, 1881. Fate of interest, 4%.

Valuation

,09
5
O

contributions payable
II Aiuiiiul
fortnightly, excepting
i

o

it
s£
|

a

' <VHi £3 *»*

Present value of sums payable
Present value of sick allowances.
«
at death
Total value
of sums at death
V_ «
c- 5
and
sick pay.
Total present ^ b Of member *» £*-5
First period, Second period, Third period,
with atlilltional
Of wives at
valnc at, each
£5 nftpi fWe years
at 21s. per week. at 15a. per week. at 5s. per week.
£15.
af?u for all
nifmtH r-frlnp
members.

contribution for doctor und
medicine.
Amount
per
member.

£

£ s. d.
2

18
19

4

20
21
22

1
1
2

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
IS
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

9

10
8
14
3

8
4
5
9
3

2
3

6
4
5
4
4
5
3

2
1

1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
115
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 16
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

39354
78-776
19-777
19-932
40-338
184-243
203-267
169-680
302-452
65-982
178-640
90-608
114-747
208-813
70224
47-148
71-101
118-947
95-403
119-420
95-557
95-452
119017
71T16

15
15
15
15
15
15
16
15
15
15
16
15
15
15

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
ft
0
0
0

46-805
23-194
160-671
45-356
67116
22-034
65-546
21-291
146-228
40-950

1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15
1 15

0
0
0
0
0
0

17-220
16-725
16-233
15-741
28-542
10-342

46
47
48
49
50
51
52

2

1
1
1
1

3

1

1

1

3

1

54
55
57

5

69
60
61
62

1

43
44

7

1

1

7

1
1
1

2
2
1
]

1
1
2

73

i

1
1
1

98-008
38-290
18-400

£3523-686

4

7

6
8
7
3
7
4
3
3
4
3
5
3
3
3

2
3

1
x
4
4

2
1
1
3

1
3
3
x

2
1
2

5-8350
12T700
3-1800
33375
7-0350
33-4350
41-6845
37-4850
65-2680
16-7940
473040
23-9085
30-6460
57-5500
20-5445
15-2040
19-8900
38-7940
33-2580
42-1960
34-5070
35-8820
50-8050
31-6080

.

. .

20-7020
11-6700
84-3360
24 8580
341600
13-1940
40-7340
13-9620
95-6400
29-4660
77-5800
31-8240
16-7160
17-5350
17-9430
18-3510
18-7530
39 9060
23-0130

3-9120
7-2975
6-6960
9-6000
9-0300
4-1580
10-4055
6-3660
5-1030
5-4405
7-7160
6-1A25
10-8375
6-8670
7-2360
7-6140
5-3280
8-3700
2-9175
31630
131640
13-6500
7-0650
37665
3-8S05
11-9790
41040
12-6360
12-9600
4-4265
9-2760
4-8495
9-9120

20-77110
42-55020
10-93575
11-28540
23-38770
109 42165
126-72450
105-84840
193-o2550
43-31250
120-64000
62-83620
81-81075
153-09000
52-95160
36-57360
56-75670
97-73925
80-73240
104-12325
85-88580
88-47300
113 80950
71-81775

1-7640
3-7290
1-0035
1-1017
2-3805
11-5628
13-8975
12-0240
22-7315
5-2515
15-0720
8-0940
10-8412
20-8440
7-4002
5-2440
8-34.52
14-7338
12-4770
16-5000
13-9530
14-7330
19-4175
12-2625

1-3745
3 0050
0-8228
0-9022
1-9835
9-8258
12-0175
10-5760
20-3316
4-7715
13-8920
7-5600
10-2562
19-9755
71812
5-1485
8-2845
14-7788
12-6300
16-8450
14-3610
15-2790
20-2938
12-9180

'9-0060

49-28070
25-23570
180-70710
52-74570
80-73135
27-42390
83-74905
28-38675
201-87510
58-48080

4-7130
34-4820
10-2810
16-0740
5 5770
17-3992
60262
43-8112
12-9915

9-6510
5-0958
37-6092
11-3130
17 8380
6-2420
19-6418
6-8618
50-3142
15-0555

150-33940
60-85380
31-04010

34-9425
14-4855
7-7662

41-2500
17-2700
9-4565

31-50000
31-66380
31-78665
31-86015
63-24780
25-87305

8-3062
8-5785
8-8538
9-1298
19-8150
10-8495

10-3475
10-8188
11-3318
11-8190
26-8980
17-7622

29-7446
61-4542
15-9420
16-6268
38-6987
171-5426

201-0200
175-5334
310-8865
74-2875
207-2135
108-7647
138-6671
256-9000
95-7934
68-3126
1041139
172-9128
146-3334
187-2782
1540348
162-7370
207-2433
128-6062
31680
101-8037
60-3645
341-1993
99-1977
162-5698
56-3174
173-5030
59 3407
404-2765
128 9588
4-4265
304T119
133-7093
69-8283
9-9120
67-6887
69-0041
70-3232
71-5619
149-8668
77-4977
£5846-2620

Aitnual

<1

Annual Return of Registered Friendly Societies, for the Tear ending 31st December, 1880.
Income.

to

ToUt!
Income.

INOVJ'EVDKNT ORDKR OF ODD-

FK1jL0U8.

aLmohestcr Unity

s.

•Sydney Vii/trict.

d.

0
0
9
(1
(I
0
3

0
0
6

0
0
0
o
0

c
9
0
G
f>

3
0
0
0
3
0
0
0
3
S
0
0

j- g. d.
£ 8 d. £
d.
G92 10 W 53 0 0 512 0 u
504 11 ll‘ 57 4 ft 641 14 8
504 1ft 2 no 12
703 4 4
540 10 2i J5 6 10 43ft n n
(JG3 8 GA (At 0 1 675 l Si
cor. 10 10“ 51 5 11 467 18 10
■184 13 8 32 17 5 4-J3 £ 2;
80S 11 0 31 16 n 335 13 ft
4(54 10 il 45 12 i 601 1 s
111 15 0 16 2 10 150 7 n
170 S 3 17 T4 r, 2S9 14 7
11 4 0
2 3 ft 12 m u
203 14 2 SO 1 0 231 13 2
154 8 11 33 U 6 192 7 5
140 0 0 24 1$ 3 140 ft 0
70 5 5 13 7 0 70 5 Tj
120 14 0 13 ft 10 110 4 2
104 19
fj 1 9 17ft 0 1
211 4
25 5 S 42 IS S
126 10
21 3 9 17S 1ft n
125 1
14 19 4 187 6 ■
59 17 10
ft 17 3 70 0 0
123 10
15 12 0 153 IS 10
97 8
16 4 s 141 1ft 2
30 13
« 13 3 44 5 5
02 11
1 10 0 93 17 3
45 19
5 0 0 62 1ft
40 7
7 2 10 7$ 0 D,
tO 0
6 7 0 1 66 16 6 1
23 2
00 11
40 4 0 10 7 8 1
15 0
01 2 0
1 5 0 1 77 11 1
40 18 4
4 13 ti
78 2 0 1
14 ■2 6
2 13 3 1 1* 1G 4
47 0 0
7 17 0 47 2 0
29 G 74 5 12 7A 56 15 0

£

180
19!)
114
60
181
5$
77
64
94
2ft
11
12
$4

8.
8

13
13
14
11
4
16
1ft
3
0
0
0
5

5 G
3 11
0 O
2 0

si ft
5 0
16
12
4
4
10

IS
3ft
16

10
S

0 3
1

12

:

£ 5. d.
d.
0
3 i 38 13 0
3 67 6 3
0
0 14 k 3
0 20 17 5
2 26 17 6
10
7 23 15 6
C
0
0
0 17ft 6 0
13 0 4
0 10S in fi
6
2ft 2 1
0
3 is 0
0 80
0
20$ 16 0
11 22 12 (5
1ft 0 0
3 1ft 0 6
1
4 14 S
0
34 0 9
0 21 17 3
s 34 lo 2
2 G G
7 8 0

45 11 10
ft S
20 17
1 0

21 H

33 13

£
1,433
1,476
1,600
l,0Sft
1,674
1.243
1,003
747
1,155
317
510

S.
15
5
IS
1ft
8
IS
13
10
19
4
3

S3 7 0
SOI 0 4

401 14 1
472 9
262 7 V
■290 2 (j
3S6 2 ft
57S !>
357 17
804
171 19
359 17
273 12 5
91 10 1
224 10 G
MS 0 2
194 1$ 01
103 18 0‘
217 11 10
213 15 7
110 4
100 4
2U 10
40 15
193 2
151 15

340
350
403
419
235

1ft
2
11
9
JS 3

140 12 0
10 fi 8

205 7 0
201

SO
72
34
35
82

is ’

ft
7
0
0
14

3
4
0
0
1 I

15
33
IS
34
21
02
31
28
IS
34
23
8
13

0
0
13
12
16

.
0 ,
0
6
0 I
0

2(> 8 0 I
1ft 0

13 0
(5 0
12 12 0 1
19 0
10 0
14 1ft 4
4 0
14 01 7 11 0
IS 0
1 6 1 3fi 12 0
18 7
3 6 l V 8 3
j) o 1 3 13 3
10 io
G
0 2 8
15 10 11 10 06 11 4 10 3
7 2 10
8 0A 10 1ft 0
2 15 0
4 o' 10 12 0
9 0 23 2 6 1 10 2 0
rj 0 0
3 0 15 0 0
0 0
11 fi 0
4 13 2
0 0
5 0 0 i 4 7 G
0 0
12 0 0
4 13 8
ft 11
4 1$ 01 2 13 3
8 15 0
2fl 3 0 1 11 9 11
14 14 0 11 G 9 i 5 12 7A
22

87
25
40
G2
52
14
2ft
4
fll
37
27
ft
0
ft

1

sc -

120 1ft

1

9
aa 15 0
35 6 S
50 12 0
10 17 30
04 17 ft
44 2 7
40 2 5
18 13 3
59 1 8
50 0 6
24 0 5A
04 14 <?52 14 ii
7 0 11
4!) IS 13
32 G 0i

£ H. d.
d- f
£ s. d.
j
0 1 3,105 15 gj 2G7 1ft 44
0
1,117 3 0
1 7 1
8 1 1,513 14 S 1 S3 3
1
0
857 8 1
232 11 i
0 I 1,244 ft 7 1 420 IS c
11 !
1,250 1 4 44, deficit
1
0 j
1,037 0 0
61 18 3Mi
O ■
644 8 04 ' 103 $
7 1
885 12 0“ I 270 7 7 I
0
17ft ft ] I 137 15 $ 1
0
5&i 13 2 I deficit
1
0 1
1ft 17 0 ! 18 10 ft 1
0
500 11 t | 301 9 3 H
0
0 •
338 0 11
63 13
G
442 ft 11
2ft 1ft
9 I
1 I
152 14 7
49 12 10 1
0
20'* IS 0
24 ,f n 1
0 >
300 Hi 8
25 0
0
55 G 7 5
21 15 2 1
6 (
235 ft
122 8 3 1
0
35ft IS 7
4 9 0
1 ,
185 14 11
deficit. l
272 1G 3
87 1 2
0 .
,119 3 0
deficit. i
0
5G 7 7
35 2 0
2 1ft
G
221 19 9
ft
S ' . 112 17 5
33 4 9
41
177 12 3
17 G Gl i
4> |
102 2 7
X 15 5'
3 ■
236 10 5
deficit.
0 1
I0S 17 G
44 IS 1
0 i
305 2 7A
11 1 m
r, 10 5
3
163 13 11*
3
137 7 8
7'1 2 O |
2
34 4 3
a 11
6
ft
157 14 7
35 7 n
0
106 G 11
45 8 4

4

£
°
.. 3
G
.
■..-

1

0

1

*-

2

■..*
1

1

1

::

402
421
431
20ft
507
404
;!37
237
391
70
145
11 143
1, no
116
57
10S
78
104
05
05
61
114
60
23
48
36
40
11

72
52
35
47
58
19
54
34
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Strangers' Itefa^c.................... 45 8
Fountain of Kefuge.............
31 7
Uuilcii Urotberg ... .
40 4
Wan do •ing1 Alinatrcl................ 14 15
St. John'tj .............................. OS IS
Victoria .................................. 31 0
ROae of Australia .................... 34 10
Albert .................................... 1G 15
Balmain
.............................. 20 10
Prince of Wales.......................
1 18
Sovereign..............................
15 5
Faithful Frioml........................ i
Golden Ag^s............................... 7 7
Rose of Denmark ..................
3 11
Star of the East....................... 40 S
Rydo United Friends ............... I a io
Prince Alfred ......................... j 17 10
Orenffl!...............................
I n r>
Ashfldil...................................... I 29 17
Tumut..............................
l> 8
Ha]ip3‘ Valley ..................
9 G
Good Intent.........................
13 4
Eureka.............. .................
25 13
Rose of Richmond..............
6
Native Rose.........................
S 4
Star of the West................
17 15
Park eg .................................
4
Star of the South...............
4
Western Slav ................
4 7
Ilian arm.............................
10 3
Queen of the Valley .........
0 10
Belmore .............................
1 IS
Moss Vale............................
18 10
Castlcreagh.........................
60 IS
Robertson.............................
S 3
Pioneer................................
09 G
Captain Cook ......................
26 8

5
12

n
u
16
10
20
7
4

1G
6

.

4
2
12

4
1
1

n
G
12
'2

C
3
0

3
9
12

4
fi
4
ft
1
1

1G
1

Cumberland District.

Fountain of Friendship
Welcome......... ...................
Star of Hope ...................

14 7 0
7 15 A
17 18 ft

138 fi 10
4ft 10 0
14 13 ft

20

13 10 10
15 0 6
13 2 0

206 G 2
04 11 8
70 2 5

83 16 6 241 S 10
13 8 0 143 11 8
0 0 0 105 3 7

0 0 237 8 5
8 17 3 53 2 ft
5 2
14 13 Gi

417 2 3
110 5 8
52 8 0

72 15 8
12 16 S

552 16 8
200 12 4
210 11 3

130 5 11
61 6 S
23 3 4

0 1

fi
26 0 0
5 0 t> ! 10 8 I
4 3 3
4 4 5

20

05 1ft
72 1

2
0
0

0
ft
3

S09 7 10
13ft 0 0
23 13 11

17 14 5
Deficit
23 14 7

157 19 1
75 3 4
40 1 3

9
GS 1 3
GO 14 0

545 14 ft
230 15 3
146 1 O

07 1 n
35 17 1
64 0 0

12 10

1

;■

129
50
18

4

174
81

3
4

1
1

Hunter JUver District.

Good Design ..............
Bodge Of Fidelity ........

Orphans' Friend.............

57 5
13 2

41 15 0
22 15 0
13 0 0

27 10 0
13 S 0

1ft
21
13
45
23

20 10 1

0 2 6

2

01

Goulbum D istret.

Strangers' Friend ......
Victoria...........................
Prince of Wales’ Friend
Burrangong ..............
Southern Star ............
Murrumburrali .............
Star of Pcehvood ........

7
35
10
41
21
7
1

8
13
0
2
G
11
12

0
0
G
6
0
6
0

154
108
106
106
145
88
10

11

12
6
2
3
9
8

0

0
5
0
10
4
0

27
22
19
40
20
8
1

12
4
4
IS
4
18
14

0
0
3
0
4
8

I7S
105
100
258
235
49
0

10
10
ft
10
15
ft
1

8

ft
3
0
0
s
4

137
27
20
15
1ft

14
0

8
18
10

2 8

32 IS D
4&”6*’0

0 8 0
0 2 0

50$
332
25G
50S
448
104
22

17 1 130 3 0
5 1
38 17 0
8 2
41 17 0
0 1 118 2 0
0 0 30 1 0
10 10
4 4 0
7 0
0 10 0

14
11)
10
0
0

2
9
0
0
1

7 11 4$
16 9

27 1 11
23 7 3

40
20
8
1

IS
4
IS
14

70
68
50
3 137
6
DC
4 j 24
1 I 5

17
9
10
16
8
14
14

3
7
8
10
11
74
1

144 11 9
in 0 3
116 12
7
234 3 C
14G 2 8
4t 3 ft
S 19 0

398
253
248
570
328
80
18

8 1
13 10
0
4
0 7
3 8
12 1
3 5

no
78
8
21
no
is
9

ft 0
3

2

11

1 10

19
16
4
3

6
10
9
7

i

117
103
00

160
no
37
7

4

fi

5
ft
G
3 1
1 r

1

045 I

21
2
3
fl
7
12
Pride of Adamatomi................ 4

XT'
10
19
7
2
10
10

a
G
0
C
0
0
c

114
171
114
GO
112
67
25

9
6
16
8
3
1$
12

i
4
4
0
4
4
4

21
34
19
11
15
o
4

9
2
1
0
12
ia
5

G 169 13 0
2 109! fi 11
C
61 19 6
0
22 0 8
10
31 12 2
oi 19 fi n
38 10 11'

9
15
0
9
30

17
3
3
1
15

0
9
0
6
0

325
51C
149
61
83
30
52
23

0
5
17
15
14
7
19
5

6
11
1
9
1
0
10
0

32
36
17
7
4
5
G
3

19
2
17
10
7
1
0
0

3
S
11
0
0
2
0
0

242
355
ICC
79
133
35
70
32

11
7
13
14
7
11
2
4

8
9
c
8
11
0
3
0

103 13 6

177
00
63
259
104
44
04
57

2
8
9
1
10
17
15
4

42
16
14
44
19
7
IS
9

11
0
17
18
1
11
3
14

2
0
5
0
7
7
9
1

251
72
116
2S5
148
90
102
04

8
2
10
17
0
17
16
17

4
3
1
2

191 14 0

3
7
3

0 7 6
S 3 0

10 7 0
53 4 o
1C
SO
10
S2
18

12
15
15
4
13

o
3
C
0
0

10 S 0
20 10 o

9
G
2
4
3
4
14
6

34
40
25
4
6

15
37
4
0
8

5
11
11
7
4

105 0 0
2S 0 0
23 12 8
19 6 4

3 9 0
10 8 3

22 8 1
9 0 0
3 13 0

4 12 C
33 IS 3

7 3 10

50 8 0
19 8 9

32 13 5
52 S 2

S3 4 2
86 4 8

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

9
IK
19
11
15
9
4

9
9
9
0
0
13
4

10
5
7
6
3
0
11

OS
71
05
35
41
59
17

16
13
18
10
12
12
4

10
0
8
4
n
2
0

10S
32
22
25
20
40
S

13
10
2
11
S
2
1

0
10
1
0
O
8
0

424
411
103
155
127
149
30

3
10
7
19
14
13
15

4
0
0
10
0
2
7

9 3

19
16
17
14
5
3
7
19

3
9
11
1

175
10C
61
43
110
39
70
52

IS
7
16
2
14
8
17
10

0
4

10 17 1
15 12 1

30
25
17
8
12
4
7
5

2

202
207
104
31
84
2
78
20

5
8
1
13
3
2
4
16

6
3
4
C
0
0
0
0

651
497
331
146
242
63
191
07

9
IS
0
10
10
10
16
0

0
8
2
0
4
1
8
6

22
4
9
25
13
8
14
10

15
10
n
26
17
9
13
11

0
0
17
7
2
17
0

0
0
10
0

297
20
44
83
237
21
87
40

1
14
IS
19
5
5
4
3

11
0
0
8
9
3
5
0

180
52
85
255
92
104
64
80

18
10
7
11
11
7
17
13

0
0
2
10

5CG
123
201
639
392
169
275
146

1
0
14
13
2
12
9
IS

5
0
2
0
7
4
10
5

113 6 10
74 0 0
41 16 5
117 15 4
deficit.
deficit.
deficit.
ft 16 5

400
351
253
133
171
118
46

4
11
0
9
19
8
14

0
10
2
11
2
4
0

132
218
45
59
IS
17
1

3
0
10
3
13
15
10

0
3
S
0
4
0
8

105
59
40
24
31

S23
622
363
171
277
70
206
132

11
16
0
14
16
19
2
2

1
8
1
5
3
2
2
3

206
62
123
54
20
7
24
2

2
2
1G
1C
7
14
11
2

0
6
0
0
4
0
0
0

36
36
20
8

679
107
243
757
372
152
199
152

8
6
10
S
10
13
7
14

50 11 6
3
35 12 0
C
49 19 S
7
4 248 1 6
5
31 7 6
13 0 0
8
5} 95 14 5
3 16 5
10

0
17
0
15
19
10
10 9

IS 10

s G
5 0

lu 0 0
5 2 10

10
10
11
13
15
2
S
19

0
0
c
0
G
1
0
0

7

8

2
3
G

4

G
0
0

q

2
4
1

4

6

6
0
0

42 1
Deficit
59 13
deficit.
44 4
deficit.
0 18
172
125
31
25
35
12
14
35

2
2

Pioneer......................................

162 3 7
43 1 0

29 0 7
8 5 G

215 4 9
71 12 6

5 15 0
4 10 9
2 17 0

109 2 6
47 10 0
10 8 0

18 2 0
9 11 3
1 14 8

119 8
101 11 0
11 17 4

10 IS 10
0 11 0

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

1,593
414
1,042
3G5
116
44
165
12

38
26
31
11
5
S

j

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

3
I
3
1
3
7
1
1

2S0
216
283
1,389
220
91
570
26

13
G
22
52
6
5
14
1

128
34

4
5

1 3
1 3

120
30

10
2

1 1
1 3
1 3

428
144
28

JS
8
a

43,291

1,190

683
20
1,160
177

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
ilTiQ Yes
831 Yes
2S6 SO/754 Yes
641 £1
173 Yes
195 Yes
459 Yes
104 Yes
245 Yes
317 Yes
162 Yes
41 Yes
58 Ye$
532 No
67 Yes

16
2
21
8

Yes

11
n
13
1ft
15
7
5
6
‘8
5

1
1

122
60

3

209
74
32
G4
46

13
20
2
16

1

ca

3

2
4

2
13
7

IS
14
2

526 5 8
127 0 0

41 0 G
4 10 0

12 12 0
3 17 3

28 0 1
S 5 G

822 16 0
35 19 3

165 17 6
47 6 0

570 12 1
09 18 6

deficit.
27 7 6

76 19 4

846 6 3
170 3 C
31 2 6

74 IS 0
25 4 0
4 4 0

42 8 0
11 12 G
2 12 0

50 5
9 11 S
1 14 8

64 2 4
55 13 5
9 17 j

85 15 0
SB 0 0
10 0 0

317 9 0
133 11 2
28 8 3

29 4 3
36 12 4
2 14 3

1
1

81
47
S

4
1
2

0,730 18 0

27,143 15 3

4,07810 34

02

GO 7,856

403

15 G 1
0 15 4
deficit.
33 11 11
10 12 5
47 1 1
47 1 10
54 4 4
deficit.
34 15 2
35 6 0
deficit.
deficit.
29 1 2
7 10 3
deficit.
15 15 G
80 2 0
37 14 7
90 IS 5

1
1

147
45
102
66
71
182
81
1G2
05
110
43
B2
21

9
5
4
2

4 G G

5
1

‘

103 7 9

Total ........................... 1,306 11 11 11,133 5 2 1,612 10 0J 12,740 5 4 2,252 8 1’ 1,017 2 1
Graxd United Order
ODDFEJjLOWS.

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

9
18
1
3

1

•
10 9 0
4 7 o

18
32
20
37
12
6
1

196
101
no
52
85
24
38
26

i

5

1
0
11
8
11
9 1
5 G
1 9

1276
1240
3GG
338
106
106
11

4
S

8

2
3
19
3
5

1 3
8
1 y
1 3
1 *3
1 3
1 S

101
133
as
59
74
57
26

S
2
8

3i,os7 is «i|o,oo5 in

2,613 13 84 1,428 10

04

G,601 S

n

1

of
~

0
o
o
0

43 9 9

5 12 G

0

6
0
o

1 Si 10 1
78 12 10

7
6
7
1

0
18
4
9
7
7
9
02
5
18

10
7
1C
17

10
3
8
0
12
4
2
0
10
11

o

0
o
3
0
0

43 9 9
7A

7J

irui io ft2
116 17 2
53 8 8
41
127 11 9"
164 2 9
59 17 0

2

9

5“
83 7 5

0
0
11
8

100 19 s

C 10 s
9 15 8
9
4 13 G

29 4 s

n
1 14 8

*5S R ft

find

1
0
o
o
7
o
55 0 4

8
90
15
12

ms 15 Ti
59 17 o

5 0 0
3 15 0
77 11 6
148 9 10
30 4 1
22 1 4

IS ft n
20
X
1
9
3

15
0
19
13
11
18

10
0
0
6
0
11

4S4
97
402
ISC
223
336
334
523
450
189
151
237
69
278
171
134
94
191
237
150

7
9
9
12
5
1G
11
10
6
18
8
14
11
IS
4
1
4
6
16
15

0
6
6
9
10
6
0
10
7
11
2
2
S
3
5
4
9
(1
8
3

2-19
181
ICS
105
2S3
319
126
21G
170
103
81
34

14
S
7
15
S
10
19
13
1
9
IS
S

9
4
9
3

99 S
3 6
194 11
W 15
G-2 5
83 0
47 13
131 17
LOG 10
30 18
34 2
76 10
17 0
42 17
52 16
26 4
6 17
10 3
88 13
10 2

8
8
8

0
10
0
4
7
3
4
4
0
8
G
8
10
G
0
4
0

2 0 0
25 16 D

20 0 0
2 0 0
05 0 0

JBraidwood District.

Loyal Friendly Brothers.........

4 15 0
15 S 6

15
15
Star of the South .................... 33
4

Enterprise ..........................

12 6
10
10 0
19 0

5 1 0
6 7 c
3 4 o

1 12 €

85
58
71
87
238
113

18
7
9
13
1
8

3
9
9
H

$A

M

75 14 101
97 13 0
30 15 G

J5 12 3
12
10 1 0
18 n 0
18 16 0
0 10 0
112 0

0 3 0

s 0
9
71 9 9
87 13 41

m

113 8 81
0
213 3 7
34 7 44
36 16 fi
32 12 9

35
11
4
4
8
7
1
3

0 9
fi 10
18 4
16 0
18 1
19 4
36 o
0 0

2 10 6
2 10 S

4 2 6
8 11

2 9 0
32 7 c

n in o

4

0
6
7
3
C
8
3

41
36
68
41
67
12
13
7
17
12
29

10
1
11
7
16
8
13
5
0
13
8

G
6
S
0
6
6
0
4
6

0
0

16 0 0

38 3 0
34 16 2

8 11 4
15 12 3
10 7 8
10 1 0

22 0 10
22 9 11

1 12 0

123
42
97
53
63
123
74
163
$2
49
27
04
15
95
102
53
31
68
30
43

16
7
10
C
17
14
10
S
10
4
18
1
18
15
0
19
0
17
12
7

6
6
2
10
10
1
10
11
1
2
7
7
0
8
6
S4
9
6
0
9

241
42
120
64
81
132
105
179
15$
49
38
117
31
110
8
38
40
30
70
44

0
0
11
39
9
1
5
0
10
4
0
8
17
18
11
0
11
2
12
5

48
56
48
36
81
58
IS
148
10
30
20
4

S
9
5
13
2
19
18
12
2
C
14
15

10
8
10
9
S
2

81
57
47
112
116
87
50
K7
33
43
22
19

7
6
12
10
2
18
7
17
7
19
3
G

5
9
4
3
0

fi

0
5
0

D

4
0
0
6
G
G
6
6
11
0
5
0
2
0
8
0
0
G
6
0
9
6
0
0
0
G

0

400
87
418
148
212
333
287
474
456
165
110
251
05
240
103
143
78
111
260
106

1
14
13
0
13
15
0
0
9
3
1
5
2
12
8
4
9
2
17
6

5
2
4
10
5
5
2
0
10
0
5
1
2

187
141
164
220
255
210
105
213
00
07
72
24

8
5
11
3
1
3
9
14
16
10
5
0

1
62 G 8
40 2 9
7
deficit.
0
_
3
97 12 3
1
G
135 15 7 ;
fift 18 5
5
4
77 9 0
9 , 42 2 0
3
5 5 0
63 14 11
10
72 fi 0
9
10 8 3
0

2
in

3
S
4
9

1
1
2

1
1
3
1

1
1

1

00

78
24

1
1
1

3

73
104
55
07
49
45
68
00
07
40
G2
. 31
33
SO

12

6

14
13
3

O
3
2

7
20
11
2
13
2
12
0

fi

4
12
14
10
3
3
9
9

11

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

l£
0
1
1
2
0
0
0
0
1 0
1
1 0
1 0
1 O
0
1 3
1 3
1 1
1 O
1 1
1 1
1 4
i 3
i 1
1 I
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

1 1
1 1
2 0

240
204
311
276
357
71
So
43
314
89

168
45

es
Yes
Yes
Yes
4:2
Yes
£2
Yes
Yes
Yes
No

U

8
8
27
10
7
6
15

2
w
f
o
Q
s
>
o
Jz;
o
d
HH
W
H
d
o
«
o
>*0
hS
M

0

7
20
3
1
2
2*2
2

M

4
2

O
<1
tC
^ L

4

Annual Return of Registered Friendly Societies, for the Year ending 31st December, 1880—continued.
Income.

Entranuo
Fees*

Name of Society.

Grand United Order

of

£ b. tl.
43 IQ G
1-2 2 G
GI 1 8
7 0 0

ContribuContnbu- 1 Contribu
tions to
tionslo
tione to
Widows'
Manage Interest
Sick and 1
and
ment
Received.
Funeral f Orphans’
Expense
Fund.
Fund.
Fund.
£
3B
20
19
30

s. d.
18
14
11
0

G
G
3
0

14
5
0
9
15
10
9

6
9
6
101
7A
5
11
10

£• s. d.
C 2 0*

£ s. d.
32 12 0
2*i4 *0 19 11 3
12G 2 6

£

9.

d.

Income
derived
from
sundry
sources

£ fi. d
20 4 G

Amount
Total Income. expended
in
Sick Fay.

£ s.
I2G D
41 1G
93 2
163 8

<1

72S
418
605
231
82
344
' 42
177
71
101
8G
188
237
144
103
11G
121
93

1 184 10 11
1 120 10 G
1 122 6 0
5 140 G 8
0 10 0 0
7 2G8 8 9
11
3 0 0
10 74 0 8
j) 40 0 9
7 20 0 8
0 17 10
3 48 0
10 31 0
fi 94 10
9 14 0
10
4 0
2 33 5
2 21 10

0
9
9
5

£ s. d

Funeral
Fund.

£ s. d.

1 0 0
19 12 0

14 15 0

6 0 0

Miscellaneous.

Manage- j
e
meat
Expended
^5<L>
for
Wide we* Expense ^
Balance on
and
Fund in- ‘ Medicine
Total
the year's
Orphans’ eluding Dis
and
Expenditure. transactions.
Fund.
o
trict Levies Medical
and. Dis
Foes
o
tress Gifts.
£ 3. d
G 2 0
V 13 0
30 0 0

£ fi. a.
0 0
4 0
0 10
0 0

£
79
21
55
201

S 240 14 4
34 9 6
3
11 155 7 3
26 fi 0
1
0
8 6 0
2
4
7 50 13 0
G
3 21 5 6
0 19 3 0
9 71 14 9
8 73 11 G
0
o*> 32 14 0
42 2 G
Oh 28 18 G
V 15 12 0
7
20 11 G
0 40 0 0

04S
315
403
241
57
322
22
231
G2
97
66
160
241
140
80
171
110
70
07
SO
58

£ 8. d.
47 2 0*
15 S 3
19 fi 7
75 16 10

25
G
14
71

S.
4
12
19
7

d.
0
0
7
10

47
20
37
37

6
14
3
19

0
9
2
5

11

Ms

43
24
39
65

1

lL^

la

o

co p ^ £1
Mr ” CJ
>2 £ O A
t:
<* u*

c -a

«S

I®

s.
fi 1
1 1
5 1
..
1

d.
1
0
1

_u
o

1

7

135

Yes

3

1301
746
700
842
GO
1407
18
■141
277
120
lOfi
295
1SG
5S4
84
24
214
1S1
08
221

Yea
Yea

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yea
Yes

Yes

42
30
30
28
3
50
2
9
17
G
9
13
13
22
3
2
14
5
7
10

94
35

Yea
Yes

5
1

JIvnfcr River District.

City of Newcastle ........
Miners' iToine ...........
Hone) suckle ............
Miners’ llefuge ...........
Prince Alfred..............
Rose of Australia .. .
Royal Oak .................
Pioneer.......................
Commercial ..............
Star of Tambaroora ..,,
Excelsior............ ....
Star of the Williams.. .
Lily of the Valley........
Star of Munni..............
AH Nations.................
Gulgong ...................
Happy Heme ...............
Star of the Globe ........
Dubbo Undaunted........
Pride of'the Namol .
Fanners' Home...........

17
7
20
2

10
10
14
4

0
0
0
0

4
4
2
2
2

IS
2
5
6
13

0
0
8
0
0

7
7
10
13
4
4
8

8
5
15
7
10
14
5

6 2 0
B 18 G

22 0 3

354
239
215
156
45
2G3
35
no
31
48

17

0 3
4 S

0
0 102 6
35 13
0 29 0
0 47 2
0 Cl 8
0 75 13 0
0
*3 10 0 sc’ S O

4 11 0

290
59
10 3 217
0 12 6 09
10 0 17
GO
G2
03
35
157
0 ’o”o 2*28
20
59
44
0 6 0 GO
0 s 9

12 0

10
16
12
5
7
10
0
4
3
17
17
4
IS
16
11

1
4
8
Of
4
0
«
0
2
10
10
9

4 r

65
28
25
1
S
2

12
10
7
10
16
11

9
0
2

0
2
6
7 10 (J
2 10 s
3 14 0
8
3
3
4

17
18
10
0

10
0
0
0

2S 2
12 0 0
9 2 0

11 12 0

3 0 0
25 15 7

5 S 3
5 9 3

62
20
2
10

8
10
17
10

G
0
0
3

53 8 0
0 7 11
4 5 10
28 0 7

i is^'e

8*2
21

S
0
12
8
11
0
19
7
15
4
1
3
10
13
15
7
5
0

182 4 0
30 0 0

4D
0
45
10

10
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

12 11 0i

2 0
1 0
0 12
1 0

0 SS 13
130 8
3 123 8
C 24 15
0 38 1
45 8
19 1G
GI 3
5 14
6 io 9 55 9
30 5
52 fi
0 6 0 13G 8
4G 1
83 10
125 17
41 5
0 5 0
33
33 0
11 10
17 13

9

u
3
5
0
a
11
4
3
3
2
0
0
2
8
0
S
0
3
12 1
10 0
17

80 5 2
102 11 10
102 0 3
deficit.
25 5 0
21 S 8
20 3 7
deficit
9 11 G
3 IS 5
19 3 0
28 13 9
deficit
3 15 9
23 11 3
deficit.
5 0 2
27 8 n
Id 9 5
deficit

28 13 4
87 19 G

27 n 11
10rl0 S

2

8
11
9
G
10
10
3
4
6
IS
9
fi
17
4
19
5
11

..

2
1
1
1

1
2

2

1

1

232
ISO
170
113
40
178
23
48
37
37
30
06
76
8S
32
26
45
43
29
42

36
2
34
6
4
7
fi
3
4
13
IS
10
G
3
15
9

1
0
1
1
1
0
0
1
0
0
0
1
1
‘0
1
1
1
0
5 1
1

7}
n
ni1
u
fi
7it
0‘
7J
9
fi
0
3
71
3
3
a
3
1

£2

£2

Jfmwfnff River District,

Kingston......................... .
Belmore .........................

15 0
0 10 0

46 12 0
25 16 4

Sydney District—continued.
4
Star of New Sheffield .........
Britannia............................ 54 17 S£ 77 6’ 7
Total......................... 714 18
4,670 S 6 no 17

United Ancient Order

21 0 A
535 3 C 651 2 3

1

63 7 4
212 19 0£

6 3 4
5 0 0
7 11

15 7 0
12 4 0

8 IS 0
20 15 0

39 16 9
8 13 0
107 7 9 01 10 0
04 156 8 G 3,451 0 10 3,010 5 10
it

1 0

11,950 0 8J 2,85019 6 502

50 0 9
7 0 7
IG9 17 9
d3 1 0i
10,GC6 IS 4 1,090 fi £4

21

1G
21

3 1 0
2 1 0

23
64
15 4,244

0
25 1 1
«7, ..

49 Yea
3
7 Yea
1
17,4071 .. 1 043

of

Driuds.
Friend in Need ................... .
Lily of Australia....................
Relmore .............................
Pioneer...............................
Rock of Hope......................
Robe of Australia ................
Hand of Freedom ................
Prince Alfred......................
Bud of Hope ......................
Caractacus .........................
Acorn..................................
Royal Oak .........................
Heart of Oak
..............
Iron Duke .........................
Total

03 7 4
GO 1 0

56 fi 3
57 10 2

2
IS
69
2
12
0

16
5
6
2
14
5

0
0
0
G
0
0

1G0 14
131 3
, 47* 2
I 90 17
107 7
137 11
15 0 130 3

30 R
12 0 G 13 10
20 2 0 144 15
10 10 fl 65 15

0
11
0
9
10
5
1

0

0
2
6
7 12 6 155 7 5
7 0 0 132 0 0
164 19 G 1,352 14 7

17
IS
303
7 17 0 47
0 13 0 1G
15
37
7
C
159

50 IS 0
0 12
19 3 4
19
2
19
15
7 4

220 2 8

31
5
21
10

0
2
14
18

3
6
0
0

22 1
0 2

3 12

0 5 0
18 0
5 33 10

0 15 2

3 10 0 950 10 9 134 17 3 1 92 8 11

2G2
155
435
193
354
136
190
131
47
32
171
237
172
371

18
13
1G
2
3
1
19
10
16
4
2
6
15
2

9
3
0
6
S
7
11
9
0
G
2
4
1
G
2,093 11 0

SI
103
121
3
55
30
72
2
10
0
32
22
"6
114

0
10
4
15
G
0
17
0
7
11
11
7
13
3
COG 12

G
5
0
G 20
S 21
0 15
G 85
10
G
4
0
0 19
6
0
9 121

S 6
18 0

12 10
18 10

5 C

18 8

79
GI
134
11 9 11 40
0 13 0 2G
SO
41
99
18
10
60
57
69
93
12 2 11 824

13
11
1
18
12
17
8
3
18
7
IS
4
10
12

3 22 5 0
S 18 9
6 177 4 2
11 58 0 9
1 10 18 0
0 48 5 4
G
.
0
0 *__
0 72 0 2
1 GG 11 7h
5 101 11 3
4 79 0 0
1 157 11 2
16 10 318 3 Si

183
1SS
432
157
124
125
101
29
82
156
193
144
370
2,443

4
11
9
14
0
4
12

fi
7
0
8
d
0
1G

9
7
8
7
9
2

79 14 0
1
deficit.
1
3 6 4
3
so 711
30 0 11
1
10 37 5
1
10
29 17 11
G
18 11 0
2
deficit
3
Si 15 1 si
2 iss is 2
7
28 10 G .
3
0 1G 3
1
Gi.1 437 17
n

2
1

1

99
95
133
54
65
71
41
10
4S
67
76
50
120

4

1,010

2
S
9
10
-2
4
IS
U
3
S
«
01

0
0
1
1
0
1
0
i
1
1
1
1
1
••

6
7
0
1
S

789
1,103
80S
68
33S
203
677

No
No
No
No
No
No
No

23
24
22
6
12
0
1

1

4
210
123
47
7G1
6,040

No
No
No
No
No

1
6
9
1
22

1

1
1
1

1G5

FIUENDLY SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION— APPENDIX.

FFLLOWB—CUa/eiiWCtf.
Star of tho Evening .. .
Young Australian........
Argyle ........................
Southern Cross ...........

Odd-

Expenditure.

<1
DO

Botal Foresters.

£
10 143 IS 4 1
0
8 148 18
G 122 15
2
G 10
4 177 4
8 379 10
167 10
0

8

4 13 0
9 Ifi
3 i s 7 G
n 11
2 10 3
0
10A 1 28 11 10
0"
10
7 15 10 11
11
9
17 10
20

141 2 O

HDEPESDEXr ORDKR OF ItOTAlj
P’ORESTKltS,

Axcievt Ordrii

of

w in

154 14 0

Hoi al Albert .......................

0

6
0
0

10

3 0 3
IS 11 0
S 0 0

1 5

0

101 17 03

3 13 o

10
7
2
17
0
15
14
16
10
10
1
8
10
6

5
4
102 G
ISfi 9
3t7Gl 13

31 13 0
31 13 0
i 49 1 0
4 | 151 10 6
n 100 15 n
10
36 13 0
i 42 17 0
10
75 10 0
g
8 14 0
54 0 0
8
0
20 5 o
5 135 13 0
95 8 0
10
78 16 o
10
o
8 11 0
59 6 0
0
8 1 0
5 60 18 0
11
8
0

2

181 17 5

1,051 0

17

0

11

0

76 15
6 G
10 5 273 1*
4*
13 ft! 87 2
0 4 1SS 7
8 8 183 15
11 G
63 17
4 1 116 12
33 3
8 0
11 10
9 17
18 6 14 14
135 12
4 G
i? 0 171 10
13 0 ie 18
9 10 38 3
9 0
2 6
85 10
14 5
G 9
0 5

0

20 10 0

0

23
25

1
0
22 12

£3
55

11
11

SS 6
15 0
24 17

8
0

G

0

G
0
0
1

248 15 4

25

0

Total .

11 0
SO G
4
272 IS
11 1 6 348 I
0 4 0 71 fi
9 11 0 158 30
25

24
7
7
G
6
4

0 0
14
0 0
15 0
15 G
10 0

10 0 0

27 7 0
5 S C

35 0 0
0 10 G

9 t25 10
0
10$
7 10
3
S 38 14

187 1
324 8
110 19
93 14
30 0
37 13
J20 19
158 9
303 12 4$
13 14 G
t.......
27 17 0
256 17 7

14 13 5
3 3 G 20 9 2}
193
0 2,308 17 2^ 174 11

25S

0

99 15 5
317 19 4

6
0

20
73
45
5

70 S I
W R O
1

0

0

56
31
19S
00
145
l 30
i
03

13 0
S 0
7 o
13 11

10
14
4
0
12
10

28

11

0

19 0
53 1 0
55 14 4
26 0 2
5 12 0
15 0 o
6

0
3 4 4
31 2 0
5 21 0 0
5$ 74 2 0 §207 11 2
3 10 0
0 J
0 ' 4 15 7
5 11 4
6 ;
6 sil
3 17 0
0 10 0
2,429 11 10jj 540 3 10 476 IS 0

452
077
271
659
485
207
474
227
116
101

273
sio
80
171
S3
295
91

c
0
s
4
G
0
0

10
4
3
0
9

G
5,993 2 5 1,756 19 5

1
1
2

35

45
75
15
55
40
30

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
6

0
6

80 0 0
12 17 3
24 7 9
20 O 0
15 0 0
412 11

s
2
8

4

2
10
10

9
6

9

0

3

11
0
1

O 130
139
191
72
31 4 0 94
83
♦.
60
20 6 0 156
10

120
20

120 19
t78 9

175 13

0
0

30
91
222
16
21
85
72
42

0 1,001

70 O 11
62 7 S
7G 2 2

102 10 8
0
0
0

4 86 6
4 70 3
3 115 17
0
04 15
y 54 12
11
01 1
G 67 10
11 134 3
7 01 10
4 72 17
10
24 18
10 113 10
o 32 4
9 56 1
7 1,390 10

24 13 3

125

3

0
0
1

6
2

0

31 17
24 1
51 11
. 49 10
1 68 3
26 16
SO 12
35’ 8
29 13
29 5
SS 19
35 7
37 10
66 C
22 12
41 U
24 IS
14 10
093 17

G
2

G

0
0
0

3
3
0
3
0
8

73 19 O

244 0 5
280 17 0
3 IT* 72 11 0
0 u 77 12 0
4 7* 23S G G
0 6 351 10 7fr
12 2
10 0 0
5 n 07 0 0
15 i
G ii 46 3 1
4 3 36 14 0
0 1
14 14 0
11 io 1S4 12 G
G 0 47 0 0
9 2 06 13 0
15 3 47 8 9
4 11 103 0 G
19 7 38 15 0
0 11
2 1

2 10

ii

9
G
7
5
202 19 7
57 16 11
254 5 7
65 3 5
168 11 11
3,415 5 10

10 0
16 S
7 .0
10
17
10 18 2
71 7
deficit.
35 0 3
deficit
27 0 G
43 5 10
deficit.
0 G 3
S 8 3
50 10 0
37 2 7
27 17 6
300 S 4

9

54
52
GO
79
72
57
92
2
75
43
2
5S
r.o
1
139
57
1
G4
2
24
1
05
1
35
57
14 1,103

141 3

40 14 2

1

48

no
141
176
314
255
100

204
233
90
205
133
3G7
197

470
609
019
272
G27
433
170
389
193
106
SI
202

730
92
150
111
27fi
SS
5,793

0

31
14
7
s
17
7
11
19
3

2
0

«>
s
4
S
0
2
6

0
2
10

15 4
12 1
IB 11$
3 11
2
6

74
2
7
S
0
3

ft
IS
18
14
12
fi 1
15 2
16 7
13 2
4 7
15 7
4
0

04

19
16
2
14
15

deficit.
deficit.
deficit.
deficit.
32 4 14
52 2 oj
23 2 4
84 e 6
34 9 4
0 17 10
20 G 3
10 19 5
74 1 10
deficit.
20 10 3
deficit.
1ft 18 10
2 16 5
390 1 7

1
1
1
1
2
1

1
1

2 '

1

s
3

1

12

1

4

3

2

8
1

2

1

2
1

4
7
4
4
1

3

.

1

2
2
2

i
0

a

2
1
2
1
2

1
1
1

211
211

327
1,010
1,463
259
ol7
58
300
1G4
904
360
492
57
329
46
400
8,145

NO
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
''

8
10

17
fi
10

4

21
11
2

19
S
158

1

1

112

No

7

8
0

1
1
1
1
1

1
0
1
1
1
0

434
1,669
1,003
566
1,445
1,020
245
858
277
5fi
84
796
1,225

No
No
No
No
Yes
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

22
32
2-1
16
35

..

276

14
4
14
9
10

UG

4

2

1

15 1,829

1

1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

3

07

13
2
5
G
3

1

17

02

1

106
44
84
33
109
197
33
73
20
96
30

1

2

1S8
23G
17fi
70
136
161

7
4
14

1
1
1

0
1
1

7
5

.■»

O 7*
1

1

7
1*
O
10
1*

1
1
0
1
1 1
1 0
1 1
1 n
1 ii

,100

229
60
4SG
37

10,595

20

13
3

20

2

3
31
S
10

i

Proit3tax't Alliance Frien’dlyj
Society ok Avstralaeia. I

Pioneer.........................
Royal William..............
Royal Alfred ................
Schombcrg...................
Endeavour ...................
City ol Newcastle .........
Boyne .........................
Prince of Wales............
Rclmorc ......................
Martin Luther................
Cromwell...... ...............
Brunswick ...................
Garibaldi ......................
GladcsviNc ...................
Black Diamond .............
Prince Allred .............. .
John Knox ................
Olive.............................

41 9 10

10 11

4
4
3
4

16
3
19
19
5
7
15
14
4
4
3

O

Foresters.

Robin Hood (2223).................
Morning1 Star ........................
Ancient City of Lincoln ........
Sydney Brandi .....................
Royal Oak ...........................
Pride of Australia.................
James Sboobcrt ...................
Robin Hood (2437).................
ivaradgcry..........................
Western Pride.......................
Star of the North.................
Friendship...........................
Old England .......................
Prince of Wales ....................
Star of Li\en>ool.................
Bose* Shflinrock, and Thistle.
Hunter.................................
Little Johr.........................

2 12 10

1

222 2 0

14 13

5
I 10
4
I 4
I 33
I 7
3
11
10
12

0
1
8
1
G

7
12
G
3
7

G
0
G
G

19 12 6
10
0
5
10

13
5
13
14

0
0
G
0

10G S 0
203 19 10
243 10 11
94 9
230 3
125 4
123 15
1154 13
145 6
247 9
65 14
78 13
t....
G$ 8 11$
94 12 0
62 5 O
II 4 0

210
110
1
1
249
134
1 197
237
144
I 148
! 213
1
* 179
i 44
28
' 98
130
i 13

IS 17 5
10 IS 10
10 13
30 5 2
8 10 2
15 7 2
1 S 7
C 3 4
5 Ifl 10
24 5 5
2 1 o
18 2$ G 19 8
IS O'!
G 14 10
10 2$
(i 4 G
6 0'
1 4 11 7 0
15 6
0 7 .
14 4
2 9 [
11 5
8 7 j
14 G 1
3 10*
14 1$
12 7~l

128
112

8
1

2G 11
55 8

1
0

0
0
63 1G G
40 13 G
30 0 0
32 10 0
128 7 G
SO 17 3
15 14 9
GO 0 0
0 12 G
20 16 0
43 3 0
15 0 0

698 7
850 17
472 19
653 18
297 0
540 1
412 3
312 15
386 11
438 7
578 11
144 1
300 18
115 11
104 11
225 10
257 11
39 ID

120 ID
50 5
5 59 18
1
53 0
11 59 2
0 87 3
SO 3
1
4
2G 15
o 42 0
4 71 9
11 107 12
a 76 2
24 42 17
0
15 0
72 12
0
29 0
0
1
60 0
G
9 15
1
2

0

75 0 0
76 0 0
78 0 9
30 u 0

G

78

0
0
8
0
0
0

0

si i 0

0

0

3 115 0
G 70 0
0
G 44 10
GO 0
0
3
27 14
0
30 0
0
6 15 0

0
0
0
0

li

10

G

0
0
0

* Returned on old. Form't included in Management, Expense, &c.
t Not separated front Management Expense Fund.
I n addition to this, £2 15e. was improperly paid to meet deficit in an Excursion Account.

132
SS
132
111)3
S3
92
139
51)
144
91
167
40
GO
4
56
40
66
10

3 , 215 0 10
5 10 143 17 G
19 n 251 19 2
7 9 182 9 2
11 6 117 16
1 11 208 19 0
0 1 202 19 10
18 3 131 14 0
12 2 137 15 0
13 3 110 12 10
0 3 202 3 3
43 14 0
3
12 e 143 13 8
IS G 27 10 6
17 8
8 16 6
16 6 101 c 0
4 6 120 14 2
7 1 0
12 xi

543
303
444
406
290
460
m

296
324
s&j
540
159
291
118
137
198
276
42

0 5
8 4
16 2
17 5
0 94
4 11
3 6
11

7

0
8

15 4
10
0

0
1
13 11
10 6
6 8
10 G
18 8
9 1

55 G a
deficit.
23 3 3
147 0 8
0 11 H
70 16 7
deficit.
16 3 7
62 8 4
40 12 0
31 15 11
deficit.
9 4 Si
deficit.
deficit.
20 13 6
deficit.
deficit

J Superannuation Fund.
Optional from Contingent Fund.

o

2
1

1
1
1

101

7G
151
201

1
1

1
1

1

5

1
1

1

2
1

*

78
165
130
38

121
86

177
50
104
18
42
71
64

8

23
5
14
0
4
17
33
13
4
11
12

4
4

4

3
4

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
1
1
0

0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

3
ii
0
9
I
O
0

§ Including Superannuation.

092
1125
300
SOS
416
400
45S
153
240
570
345
657
285
180
451
1G7
4<S
6G

No
No
No
t
No
No
£4

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

24
12

16
S
16
13
10

19
17
23
15
10

5

10
11

4
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9 270 5 11
G | 5 15 6
0 1,907 15 7

42 7

159
1153
179
328
271
171
335
211
131
TOO
1G0
410
180
212
GG
305

cd

oe

-r
<*

Order

n in
351 5 S
7 S
Morning Star
2 V2
7 3
Evening- Star
1 5
t........
K-dcn.........
3 IO
2GS 19 6
0 12
Koyfti Plant.,
1 19
t......
Concord......
4 3
Harmony,
t........
, 7 17
147 15 10$ 1 12
Clarence1 ............................. ‘id 7
193 15 10
4 19
G 13
Perseverance
KM 11 1
6 1
■Royalty .............
3 2
10 S
t........
Fiaelity...........
133 14 10
S 7
Victoria..............
fi 9
9 17
t.......
Unity...............
f> 17
t.......
Progress .........
1 10
1.......
Fortitude
0 17
1.......
Friendship ....
1 4
S 18
Cood Fellmvship.
t......
5 17
t.......
IVoollooinooloo ,
2 4
2 7
154 ‘ 11
Bo^-al Standard .
100 3 10 1,154 S 8$ 4G 16
Total

Annual Return of Registered Friendly Societies for the Year ending 31st December, 1880—continued.
lucome.

Natno of Society.

Protestant Am.iakce Friesol^
Society or Australasia—con £. £ s. d.

Austral astan” Holy Catuolio
Guilu.
Tmmaculnto Mary................
St. Peter and St. Paul.........
St. Augustine’s...................
SL Patrick's, Parramatta , r.
St. .Totmthc Baptist............
St. Matthew’!*......................
St. Bede’s............................
St. Joseph’s.........................
Total......................

10 0

7 12 o
1 12 C

0 12 0
2 12 0

15 1.1 0

6 G 0

24
r.o
4
11
14
30.5

17
17
12
10
1G
15

10 11
Pi 18
12 10
IS
1
S
04

8
17
0
11

3
0
6
G
8
G

£ 8.
17 13
205 19
46 6
30 0
35 8
52 17
2f5 1G
1U7 3
154 7
11G 11
50 18
81 12
59 0
3,611 17

d.
44
0
0
9
6
7
0
0,1
0
0
9
9
Gi

G
G
0
3

£ a. d.

£
d. £ s. th £ 5 d.
20 17 7*
205 19 9 14 12 0 153 1 11
4G 18 5
3 2 5
27 lo 9
1 10 0 11 2 6
24 17 3 10 1 11
0 7 0
30 18 0
10 H G
190 3 G
9 13 7 23 14 3
110 1 01
7 9 4 1D.19 D
2 2 G 157 19 0
3 19 7 22 1 G
145 10
4 17 3
9 14 9
53 5 9
1 19 3 ■11 8 0
133 5 0
4 10 0
49 19
0 18 n
0 s G 3,806 G 21 274 1 5 1,177 10 0

2i

4!

3 *. ..
....
0 ....
0

203 S
104 4
178 19
10 9 S 223 17
no details given.
19 0
148 14
202 17 3 940 G
S S 10

47 10 1
47 10 1

Income
derived
from
sundry
BOurces.

9
10
G.
8
1
9
7

15 13 1
12’ o"o

U 10 0
IOO

21 0 11 12S 5 10
1 1 0
2 10 0

20 16 7

81 G 7 141 16 10

Amount
expended
in
Sick Pay.

Total
Income.

£
39
707
9G
71
73
94
526
250
305
327
163
231
1S1

s. d.
19
6
13
13
7
10
7
1
0
U
4
10
3

£
4
67
9
8
14
35
105
21
29
32
7
42
4

s.
4
10
19
5
17
14
18
0
S
15
7
15
G

d»

0

0
G

Funeral
Fund.

£ s. d.
45 0 0
17 5 0
17 15 0

0
0

120 0 0
33'V9
30 Vo
17 G 0

9,207 13 Gi 1,453 0 4 033 19 9

303
120
203
414
390
69
177
183

3
15
8
10
8
8
11

1
G
7
9
8
9
4

30
82
84
192
76
10
83
35
1,609 4 11 495

11 8

9
10
10
2
11
4
8
2
4

0 47 0 0
S
10
0 135 6"0
0 20 0 0
0
0
0 15 0 0
0 217 0 0

ManagenicnL
Expended
Widows’
Expense
for
Balance on
and
Total
Fund in- Medicine
tlie year’s
Orphans’ cludmgDisami
Expenditure. transactions
Fund. trJct Lc\ ies Medical
and Dis
Fees.
tress Gifts.

£ 6. d.

£ S d.
£ s.
S3 0 1 10 12
175 9 1 235 0
13 8 0 16 L0 7 37 2
28 1 8 27 9
3 14
7 L0 G
32 s 84 17 G
133 L3 2 152 16
10G tl 5 64 10
10 0 63 7 4 133 10
72 LO ti 109 1
49 L4 G 69 0
01 7 2 84 6
36 10 1 37 IS
106 19 0 2,322 1 0 Si 3,399 14

08
J3
47
115
20 0 0 50
2
39
26
20 0 0 303

7
11
32
2
10
14
2
8
S

d.
0
8
G
0
0
6
4
0
0
0
0
0
0
3A

8. d.
10 1
5 9
1 1
15 8
7 0
4 2+
10 0
1 G
15 1
12 10
2 0
19 8
0 7

£ S, d.
deficit
133 19 a
17 17 3
7 17 10
40 0 8
deficit
13 L7 4
57 19 9A
99 11 9
312 L8 Sk
2 2 0
42 10 7
39 2 5

8,257 18 0 1,066 17 11

O

*£il ■
i=l
2s
0

e
ft>
Si

■ti

^§2
”u as *4<u
« IN fc
S” * i*’£
- £ Is

*0

ii
£J
£

i

15
178
35
21
25
40
129
100
no
105
37
72
47

1
32
4
4
2
3
8
G
15
15
7
15
13

12 2,811

289

*2

i
4

i

i

1

20

58 5 C
30 18 0
£S 8 1
deficit.
120 S 2
20 1 10
20 7 5
03 13 8
334 3 2

1

1

3
1

1

5

7
2
6
0
7
10
4
6
4

53 6 9
0 10 0
63 10 0

113
190
C9
379

14
14
3
12

1
4
11
4

41 2 4
deficit.
deficit
41 2 4

1
3
1

99
S3
34

5

186

3 128 15 9
7 04 13 3
11 113 12 ti
6 83 14 3
10
4 27 10 0
0 34 12 G
0 36 12 0
475 3 10 510 10 S

305
231
315
237
293
128
104
64
1,075

4
7
3
19
a
10
14
6
13

C
30
1
0
6
2
0
0

deficit.
23 ti 19
8 18 T
1 13 4
41 5 0
20 14 0
9 S 6
15 14 C
132 2 O

5
4
1
7
8
11
7
11

0

<

17
13
7
5
8
G
1
17
18

7

J}

•S’

244
89
145
442
2G4
49
157
119
1,512

7 99
G 43
0 63
8 90
1
07
1 36
4 34
8 43
11 507

0
0
7
1
0
9
0
0

£
47
573
79
63
43
103
512
192
265
214
150
186
96

n
QJ
S ,
in .2J
'D

5

15
13
14
ti
5
4

1

90
S2
54
93
109
18
45
80

3

527

53

1

B.
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1
1
1
1
I
1
1

d.
O
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
14
0
0
0

.

O 4J
.'S’
X, ® r-V
2a P
lo 73 S 6p
.£
^1
r*
<$T3 1
cLb

1

24
725
07
06
85
233
till
140
16S
232
49
385
25

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

17
5
1
2
13
17
0
12
7
3
10
4

10,714

4

337

280
I>1S
239
tiSl
610
GS
J»50
183
.. | 2,728

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

S
10
9
17
19
7
4
S

2
1
2
2
2
2
2
2

77

Loyal Orange Benefit
Society.

King William ITT ................. 0 8 6
Bistnnrk .............................. 22 17 4
Wycliflc .............................. 0 7 0
Total........................ 19 12 10

130
123
GI
315

2
12
15
9

r>
3
0
8

121
121
14S
G4
93
10S
110
45

14
5
13
13
1
7
0
G

8
2
11
11
11
8
0
4

10 1 0

3 G G

15 0 0
15 0 0

154 JO 5
177 9 7

46 6 0
52 10 4
33 12 G

00 0 0

52 9 1
81 4 0
35 1 5

19 0 G

30 0 0

394 8 0 132 7 10

76 0 0

118 14 G

02 2 0

15 0 0

10 0 G
5 1 0
1 0 6
22
.. |

370
350
168
ass

No
No
No

9
0
ID
31

976
510
694
259
291
03
ISO
42
2,895

No
NO
No
No
No
No
NO
No

IS
12
11
11
7
s
0
2

Hrbkrx]an Australasian
Catholic Benefit Society.
St. Patrick's, Sydney ..........
Sacred Heart.....................
St. Benedict’s....................
St. Joseph's, Sydney............
St, Joseph’s, Orange .... ....
St. Michael's and St John’s
St. Patrick’s, Newcastle......
St. Thomas’ ........................
Total

5 5 0

121 14 7

22 0 0 101 7 0

9
18
7
40
10

15
7
10
17
5

0
0
G
0
0

143 18 11
143 1 10
90 0 3
*..

.

38 C’il

120 0 G | 643 10 G

813 14 7

34
16
8
0
16

18
2
12
35
15

10
0
10
0
7

s’ 12 ’0
6 2 3
94 14 0

3 10 11
S Vo

G 14 10
42 14 2

01 11 11

0 162 7 0 30
8 S3 3 0
8 99 6 8 60
4 43 3 4 GO
5 43 10 0 21
8 11 6 10
0 31 3 6 20
G
7 0 0 10
1,723 JO 3 481 0 10 101
287
259
324
239
249
155
113
09

5
14
1
17
14
4
18
0

0 0
0 0
0 0
G 10

0 0
0 0
0 10

41
63
52
61
143
89
18
24

1
10
3
1
11
13
18
14

9

2
3

3
1

1
1

1

7

5

77
70
96
67
67
45
30
34
4 SO

10
7
31
15
28
12
14
8
100

1
1
1
1
1
1
0
1

0
1
0
2
1
0
0
0

73
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Pride of Cumberland
■Young- Australia ...
N&picr...................
Guiding Star .........
Star of Mlttagong ...
Marquis of Argyle...
St. John’s................
Bismark ................
Perseverance .......
Nil Desperandum ...
Native Rose............
Kiama ...................
Star of the West......
Total

Miscellaneous.

Expenditure,

Contribu
Contribu Contribu
tions to
tions to
tions to
Interest
ManasreSick and Widows'
end
Received.
ment
Funeral
Orphans' Expense
Fund.
Fund.
Fund,

Entrance
Tees.

<1

frolden Kccfs

........................

Ad\Tinco Australia................
Th« Wonder of the World ....
Light of the Ago ................
Captain Cook........................
Australian ...........................
Alowrie.....................................

Queen's Oivn ........................
Spring in the Desert..............

1
3
8
3
29

130 S

298 8 3
*
*
*
30 0
*
*
11
9 9
n
22
Si
13 G
37 C
........
16 3 3.10 10 iij

18 3 G
1 14 1

15 4
>t
128
Sr
3 4
31
0 1,045 O
24 16 0 145 19

3
0

........
......

2
13
4
D

127 13
90 0

1 0 G
4 15 0 74 16 10
3 0 0 2S3 10 a
So IS 10 1,723 5 5

3

l

1,983 0

0

0

0

13 2 11 O O
18 9 148 15 10
IO 0 40 0 0
21 0 0
4 3
12 1 58 13 4
7 S 89 12 0
11
8 Ifi O
0 1 8
G 0
6 s 14 0 0
1,497 0 G 397 S 10

14 0
IS 0
10 0
30 0
14 9

Di iO A
5 129 11 6
f>
2 25 4 2
Hi 99 15 0
10 74 11 4
G 22 18 3
45 0 0
8
0
77 3 4
S0C 16 DA 417 1 10
20
£.9
6
53
52
29
24
34
25

0
4
0
0
0

14
15
17
7
G
7
19
3
5

0

797 17 9
40 IB 0 2C0 18 3
5 242 1 0 245 0 0
110 4 0
11
SI 19 0
78 6 0
201 2 10
s 11s 11 9
11 0
25 0 1
fi 12 0 51 6 0
86 16 0
2 IS IS 0 10 0 0
171 11 8
15 5 0
9 136 C S 21 0 0
650 10 fi
41 17 0 355 12 0
0 183 0 11 70 0 0
12 2 9
11 1 9
1 1 0
3
1,497 7 0
371 19 9 395 10 0
G 501 19 O £27 18 G
169 0 10
3
73 1 6
36 19 4 59 0 0
G
133 14
24 15 11 63 12 0
c 44 10 8
2 IS
204 1 0
72 13 6 67 2 T
201 3 5 44 fi 0 20 0 0
5 13 4 25 IS 8
+25 15 0 53 0 0 141 17 6
271 3 3
390 17 1 45 12 0
109 1 1
4,305 12 10
4,297 16 1 1,372 11 4 74*2 s G 25 15 0 817 9 5 1,347 0 7
52G 8 11 f 35 3 9
1
* Not separated from Management Expense Fund.
t Superannuation Allowance,

deficit.

0

0
0
G

75 G 3

807
98
97
2G5
195
110
100
133

8fi 0 4

700 G
G
152 11
1L0 IS
132 17
043 r>
34 9
1.403 0
197 3
131 11

212 4
25
11
13
24 1) 2
0
15
4 0 0
G39 5 0
219 13 g llfl 5 {>
22

0
........

11
19
IT
10
11
7

deficit.
33 12
deficit-.
24 17
deficit.
58 14
15 0
06 IS
231 3

fi
08 G 0
212 1 7 23 in G
100 8 e 23 g 8
69 7 10 ll
JG G 4
49 16
10 0 0
165 9
932 G 10* 10O 13 0
4SS
135
148
34

1

G
0
28
9
16
3

338 2 0
64 17 0
109 n 4
240 14
208 0 2
50 IS 9
85 5 4
no 8 4
1,818 G 10

R 6
in i& 0

1

3

i

i

SI
2
S

1

4

3

2

471

6
1
S4 2 11
deficit
2
24 2 2
i
deficit.
deficit.
4
22 6 G
deficit
11
2S 2 5
3
deficit. ___
deficit

3

202
105
87
37
121
279
*20
374
240

2J

2
2
1
2
3

2

0 1
1 1
1
2 1
2 1
3 1
9 1
10 1

93
45
22
S3
01
42
28
61

53 0
0
21 0
1
’*36 0
i
34

GO
64

2S

No
Yes
Iso
No
No
No
No
No

”150
352
77
52

0
1
1
0
1
1

0
3
7
0
G
9
0
1
3
0
1

1,863
*S31
1*26
S57

No
No
Yes
Nn

17 1,840

3
3

25
"23
G

1,770
7
S,34C
421

No
No
No

7B

313

No
No
No

16

315
207
13 0 10J
10,121
174
11

25
12
4
10
10

61

703

55

127

Ufl 13 10
deficit.

1
0
0
1
0
0
1
1

91
21
5
12
315

TOTALS.—Annual Return of Registered Friendly Societies, for the Year ended 31st December, 1880- -continued.
Miscellaneous

Expenditure.

Name of Society,

Entrance
Fees

Contribu
tions to
Sick and
Funeral
Fund.

Contributlonp to
Widows*
and
Orphans’
Fund.

Contribu
tions to
Manage
ment
Expense
Fund.

Interest
Received.

Independent Older of £ s, d. £ 3. d, £ S- d. 1 £ s. il. £ 6.
Oddfellows, Manchester 1,300 11 11 ^11,133 j 2
1.542 10 9A 12.746 5 4 2,252 S
Unity ......................
Grand United Order of 711 33 3lj d/S70 S 0
Oddfellows ..............
110 17 1 ! 5.070 7 7 535 3
United Ancient Order of
S 10 0 * 950 10 9 134 17
Druids .................... 104 10 6 1,352 14 7
Order of Royal Foresters 109 3 10 .I.IM 3 SJ 46 16 0 ,1,007 15 7 141 2
Independent Order of
23 10
Royal Foresters........
...
| 154 34 0
Ancient
Order
of
Foresters................. 103 S 0 2.308 17 21 174 11 0 2,429 11 101 540 6
Protestant
Alliance
Friendly Society of
803 15 C 3,611 17 2|
2 2 6 3,363 0 21 274 1
Australasia
.........
Australasian Holy Catho
lic Guild ................
202 17 3 910 5 7
64 11 3 | 47 10 1
81 0
Loyal Orange Beuollt
19 12 10 I ..............
315 D 8
19 C
Society....................
I
Hibernian Australasian
813 14 7
94 U
Cat holicBcncfit Society 120 6 C 643 10 G
29 16 S
350 10 11J
932 0 104 100 13
Sons of Temperance ...
85 13 10 I 1,723 5 5
MiscellancousSocielics..
1,933 00 520 8

d.

income
derived
from
sundry
sources.

Total
Income.

£ B. d.

£

1 1,917 2 1

Amount
cxjjendcd

in
Sick Taj*.

d

£

s, cl.

Funeral
Fund.

£ S. d

Manage
Expended
ment
for
Expense
Widows'
Fund in
Medicine
and
and
Orphans’ cluding Dis
trict Levies Medical
Fund.
Fees.
and Dis
tress Gifts.
.-£ s. d.

£ B. d

£ 6. a:

31,037 13 Gi 6,005 19 5£ 2,61313 3^ 1,423 10 01 G,G01 18 TJ 0,730 18 0
502 5 5£ 156 S 0

S,451 O 10

12 2 11

824 15 10
G93 17 7

6

651 2 3

11,950 fi

3
0

92 8 11
101 17 0

2,fi9S 11
3,761 13

COG 12

1,051 0

121 IS S
248 15 4

5

3 13 0

131 17

17 11

25 0 0

2,350 19 0

35 3 9

24 13 3

3,G10 5 10
818 3 SJ
1,396 10 8
73 19

0

476 IS 0

5,99$ 2

1,756 19

412 11 G 175 13 0 1.001 2 10 1(702 19 14

5 1.177 10 0

9,207 13

1,453 0

933 19 9

10G 10 0

217 0 0

20 0 0

10

7

141 16 10

1,869 4

0

30 0 0

SOI 8

9
0
11

GI 11 11

1,728 10
1,407 6
4,297 16

75 G 8
35 3 0

3,175 2 1A 27,157.2 34 2,03S 4 7i 31,017 14 0 4,724 1 3 4,764 10 0

405 4
132 7 :

75 0 D

4S1 0 10
807 S 10
1,372 11 4

191 G 10
86 9 4
742 8 6

25 15 0

2,322 10 8£ 8,390 14 Si

e<y o.
eI

Balance on

Total

Expenditure. L

e.

d.

27,143 15

£

3

£

Hi

Igj

u
a
--C *T3O s2
0 ■- 2
C, O40

=2

^ ^ .-I. _ in

o
*31
s. d.

S. d,

1,190
043

493

48,291

10,060 18 1A 1,090 5 B±

7,856
4,244

437

2,443 15 0i
3,415 5 10

437 17 5i
390 S 4

1,019
1,168

91
67

17,4072
5,040
8,146

141 3 3

40 14 2

48

1

112

7

11G

10,595

27G

2,811 239
527
58
22
ISO
480 100
55
471
1,S40 174
22,480 1,903

10,714
2,726

837

5,793 G OJ

4,673 10 8^

890 1

1,829

7

8,257 IS 0 1,066 17 11

303 8 11

507 11 6

1,512 IS 4

118 14 6

58 10 0

879 12 4

519 10 3
475 3 10
306 1G 9A 417 1 10
1,347 0 7
817 9

1,675 13 D
1,318 6 10
4,305 12 10

384 3 2
41 2 4
132 2 0
234 3 2£
deficit.

74,579 9 9£ 17,49015 040,2*20 8 8 1,90012 2J 17,800 13 li 23,623 4 Si 67,059 6 lA 0,792 6 2

195

165
1GS

10,121

77
31
78
81
315

117,653*

3,368

8SS
2,895 !
70S j
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Total.................
MrscEDLASP.ous Friksbdy
SocrKTres.
I
Australian Union Benefit ....
Amalgamated Journeymen f
Tailors ............................
Bull! ami Bellanbi Benefit . ..
Clarence Itivcr German Club ..
Femdale Mutual Benefit........'
Employ^ M. li. S. TCcweastlc1
Coal Co........................ _ • ■1
'Scandinavian Friendly Society
Sydney Marine Benefit Society
Sydney United Labourers . ..
St. Francis Guild Australian
Brothers of Temperance .. .
United Miners Mutual Benefit
Association................... t ■ Weslej'nu or Protestant Union
Benefit Society................
Total.................

1 IS 0

<1

tsS
-a

[Appendix io Evidence of Mr. C. T. Peirce.']
<1
t\3
00

i>»
-0
Name of Division,

fetar of Peace........................
'Crystal Spring ...................
Advance Pose of Australia
Ifiqmty ..................................
AVe Hope to Prosper ...
-Star of the South.............
Pride of Cainperclown.
^florence.Nightingale ...
Aereau ..................................
Hope of Wagga..................
White Rose ......................
Evening Star........................

Where located.

Newtown .......
Surry Hills........
Woollnomooloo
Surry Hills ,,, .
Jill lev's Point...
Sydney (West)
Camperdown ...
Sydney (East)
Surry Hills .. ..
Wagga AVagga
Yass......................
Camdun .............

_cd
"5
"7
O
o

£
Sw
rC
O
d
4

,

0

27
4i
4v
57
5S
G2
G4
71
72
74

Gl
14S
68
110
07
134
3U
JSC
104
17
19
J3

•eV
S'S
«oa
&s ^ gg
5-S
iIQ'°
^^ ^s
i*
0
I*
ti

n
-d
^
■55> ^s>.
r3
c
0
£

5
5B
15
3G
22
35
5
32
36
8

Captain Cook.

Sydney (East)
Sydney (
N ewtown
............
Rismore ...................
Camden ...................
Parramatta.............
Chippendale ........
Luddeuham ........
Penrith
...............
Grenfell .................
Woolloornooloo ...
Richmond
Botany

Olrve Branch
United Gold Reefers
Hope of lUudgce
Mudgce
Rose of Roxburgh ............. , Eylstone.........................
Hope of Camperdown ....... Camperdown ..
Spmrg in the Desert .. .. [ Wagga Wagga
Perseverance.............................‘ Olebc ..................
Good Intent ............................ ' Sydney (East)
British Lion ............................ Surry Hrlls
Bethel .........................
Sydney (West) ............
Rising Sun..........................
St. Peter's (Cook’s
River) ......................

Hope of Ironbarks

Ironbarks .................

1 274
2 97
no
10 20
10 5*
2D /2
37 so
40 41
42 95
49 j 1
36 108
6G 60
78 S3
S3 51
90 42
105 3/
113 13
120 26
122 63
124 no
136 so
140 S3
142 28
144
152

42
12

9
1

i
1

i

I

1
2
3

1

fj

10

1
12
14
14
5

IS

...
i

s
1

...
2

66 ’

3

1
1

3

4
4

4

12
11

15

2

1

io

1

2

2

5
13

2
1
3

3

)

8
7

1

..

...
1
1

6
1
2
&

1

...
17

5

3,
3|

7

2

2

20

1

i

1
2
1

1
1

io
4

1

1

3

3

i

2
1

22
10
9
S

2.

1
1
1
1
2

35 . 16

5
4
4

.

2
27

2
1

20

..

s ll '
CO
=3
£| S 1 0 03
«■
isi
-s s € tJ> Is
s
C
S' Ca ■go
°l
d
£
It
■2

!
I
9 .
22 .
24 .
25
13
15
4
29
39
8
S
1

37
5

2

2

10
3
11

25jl674 178

2

i
1

d

41 df
1i I
11 a C
£
J5 fcfl '0
So 1
2*3. >«=i £
"o
d

14
...
6

i

15
7

■sB
.SPc
IT K
41U aJ"
B0
s°

4

7

8

°P- TJ5 iI s ||i
en i_'
-cO 4»^ 'g t 1f to 0
Site
2 41 II ^ 5
JSf 3 to
~ & ||
It . |!
SI o'® <j0 0a
c "3 £d It

1

12 95S 257

'Daysprirtg ] ................................;
Rose of Australia,
Coed Samaritan ..................
Haml of Friendship............
Star of the South.................
Prince Alfred...........................
Harmony .................................
Wonder of tli c World.......
Nepestt ......................................
vUt>li!tjn Reefs.........................
Advance Australia
Hope of Richmond .............

No. of Members withdrawn
fromthe Order.

DAUGHTERS’ RETURNS.
Annual Retuisn of Divisions under the jurisdiction of No. 1 Grand Division Sons of Temperance, for Year ending 31st October, 1881,

■■

■

197|

2

131

10

5

0

Receipts for
year.

1
3
1
1

3

13 142

21

Paid
in hand Cash in hand
Capita 1 Cosh
or ini'ested or invested
Tax to 31st
October
fllst October,
Grand
1SS0|
1SS1.
Division.

0

d

£
109
f 329
171
52 . i 95
118 .
14S
76
106
148
1 274
34
62
184
292
100
196
16
19
11
13
IS
26

8.
0

2
16
6
9
18
5
5
0

8
1
19

d. £
5 11
4 28
0 34
10 39
10 11
8 29
5 9
2 25
8 20
5 9
6 7
3 6

s. d. £ s. d.
8 C
48 7 6
0 3 120 15 0
15 10 44 10 9
2 Pj 45 19 9
u s 29 6 0
13 3 95 10 10
6 2 15 10 0
14 3 102 14 9
4 0 58 10 4
1 9 7
3 9
12 9 15 0 0
10 7 13 7 6

5 1673 14 6 233 2 11 591
5 528
1 436
142
63
211
196
178
I1G
324
117
290
io 92
239
121
57
57
2 13
69
8 161
1 326
1 382
1 230
00

40 ...
12
1638

Pillll
Piiid
Docfcovs and Sick raid
ruucral
Benefits. Donations.
Chemists.

55

6 985

3

Working
expenses
for year.

X

57

SONS’ RETURNS.
...
24
3 262
1
3
3 93
3
60
4
26
O
89
4
9
1 73
)
8
73
3
1 40
1
1
104
1
1
9
1 57
17
103
]
53
■ l
2
88
49
G
37
__ ^
11
3 23
2
14
2
1 26
4
4 4
6
63
6
8 57
2 97
1
4
1
12
71
1
2
23

4

£
1 a
0

2
4
1
2
8
1
18
6
7
6
9
9
13
4
17
4
0
6
0
6
6
16
0

7
0
8
9
5
8
3
0
4
6
8
0

9
7
2
9

6
0
T
6
4
8
6

55 16
35 16
5 7
27 8
35 12
38 1
25 0
12 2
69 13
10 11
25 10
8 13
18 3
19 4
15 L9
16 L5
0 IS
9 11
24 6
29 12
41 9
39 2
15 9

S. d. £
0 0 5
1 8 45
8 4
0 2 10
17 6
10 8 30
3 4
6 0 25
12 6 5
2 0

S.

d. £ s. d.
0 1

8

1

0 0 3
1
0 0 2
1
0 0 2
0
0 0 4
0 0 2
0
0
0

17
9
IS
11
15
15
14
18
4
15
7

4
S
6
11

0

0
0

u

0

u
0

7

£
250
106
88
40
277
165
110
177
158
7
22
ll

8.

0
8
3
7
15
15
3
12
5
10
0
7

d.
0

4
7
10
3

8
6
0
3
0
1
2

£
258
118
86
61
295
132
115
187
162
1-2
22
14

s. d.
3 9
19 6
1 1
S 2
t) 6
3 10
5 9
IS 9
7 9
0 0
0 0
4 10

2 0 306 7 2 120 0 0 23 IG 6 1415 8 8 1485 15 11

3 246 IS
9 103 IS
0 75 1
6 22 2
3 109 3
1 71 14
4 91 9
S J5 7
9 78 14
1 40 16
7 119 2
3 56 19
6 94 3
8 56 11
2 21 0
7 28 10
9
S 41 17
ft 68 16
7 54 6
u 91 10
2 124 7
6 ' 29 17

171 19 S 17 9 10
16 9 6 2 13 0

£
27
30
26
25
3
R]
14
69
37
11

0 125 8
5 138 7
5 46 15
0
7 10
19 IS
0
34 8
3
0 24 6
9 53 5
7 42 14
16 8
0
9 146 9
0
19 5
0 S3 10
60
s
16
1 19 1
0 25 0
1 12
6 46 13
s 13 0
8 91 5
0 88 15
112 0
°i
1 36 16

55 18 0
5 9 6

6127
4 60
0
0
6
6 10
8
0 20
0
0
6
8
0 10
8
8
0
0
0
0 10
0 60
2 30
0
0

10 013 4
0 0 4 15
2 12
1 14
. 4 2
0 0 3 8
. 3 3
0 0 2 3
4 7
2 IS
5 1
2 0
0 0 4 5
2
1
1

9
9
9

0 10
1 5

0 0
0 0
0 0

3 0
217
4 9

12 12 0 60 0 0
1 10 0

2 3
012

3 16
• ; 1 5

6 1145
G 391
7 70
4 576
0 463
3 331
3 223
3 250
61100
1 323
6 103
10, 102
6 526
9 23S
0 179
9! 45
6 132
c, 66
3 100
9! 42
9' 529
6' 155
0 98

4
G
0
13
16
0
15
0
0
13
17
0
S
0
10
0
37
12
0
0
6
12
"I

5 1150
374
73
6 587
4 490
2 348
9 262
0 221
0,1225
4 342
0 99
0 105
10 540
1 203
2 130
0 57
10 13S
6 62
0 126
0 41
7 567
10 116
0 79
11
0

0
17
8
12
19
14
13
0
7
8
0
19
5
3
9
37
7
ft
IS
16
0
7

0
3
7
7
4
4
9
0
4
0
0
1
8
9
6
1}
3
0
9
3
0
7

0 376 10 5 397 10 0
0 87 11 0 95 0 0

34 4634 3 10 600 9 10 1703 18 5 1269 8 2 387 10 0 7910 7 7663 19 27838 4 6

>l!
5d
S'!
a
a
a
o
5
>
o
►e
5
-o
a
3
C3
O
6
£
o

>
S3

O

FRIBNDLir SOCIETIES ACT INQUIRY COMMISSION—APPENDIX.

15

[Appendix to Dr. Belgrave's Evidence.']

The Commission having desired me to furnish in writing a supplementary statement eontaining any information on the
subject of the inquiry which may not have been elicited from me during my rather lengthened examination, I have the
honor, in compliance with the request, to submit the following :—
...
I infer from my experience as an honorary medical officer in the Sydney Hospital, and my observation in the city,
that unless the operations of the Friendly Societies of the Colony become so protected by law as to afford to the wage
classes a more reliable prospect of security than is now presented, the introduction of a Poor Law into the Colony will soon
Iwcome unavoidable, so numerous and heart-rending arc the cases of destitution and distress ; and so extremely inadequate
the agencies for charitable relief,
i
■
>
Though conscious of the fact that a very large proportion of the cases of sickness associated with destitution that
come under treatment in Sydney hospitals is due to the habits of intemperance that unhappily prevail so widely in New
•South "Wales in every rank of society, I believe no more effectual agency' is available to prevent pauperism and promote the
real independencu and sclf-respcct of the industrial classes than that presented in membership of a Friendly' Society
founded on a correct basis, and conducted honorably, and with sufficient publicity.
^
As regards the salutary influence of club practice on the prosperity and professional efliciency of medical men, to
which such marked reference was made by the Commission during their examination of me, I beg to invite attention to the
following points:—
.
.
First—that in towns—particularly their most respectable quarters—attendance on clubs is practically incompatible
with pecuniarily successful private practice, and is unassociatcd with indirect advantages.
.
This fact being recognized by the profession, the positions are now avoided by most men who feel they can acquire
an introduction to practice by any other agency, as also all who are possessed of private means.
_
This incompatibility does not obtain in England, where in nearly every, and particularly the best country family
practices, there arc usually clubs, tiie circumstance being mainly, though not exclusively, conduced to by a desire on the
part of practitioners to co-operate in local agencies having for object to relieve the working-classes in those of their trials
connected with sickness. See A.
_ _
.
.
Though Lodges in England in their corporate capacity maintain to the full their independence, their individual
members so highly appreciate the advantage of being attended by medical firms of established repute that they cheerfully
consent to customs which are viewed with great disfavour by Lodges and their individual members in New South Wales,
sucb, for instance, as being ordinarily attended in illnesses of a slight character by assistants, the principal only attending
when specially called, or when the case lies in his particular round.
_
.
In New' South Wales, Lodge members, moreover, resent being shown into any other than the common waiting-room with
private patients ; which being disagreeable to the latter, in consequence of the club patients being generally in their work
ing dress, and often enough in other respects undesirable persons to be sitting next to, the circumstance tells very unfavour
ably on the doctor, and usually effectually prevents him from cultivating a lucrative or even an agreeable practice.
In England club patients display' no foolish pride, but from custom go to the surgery or hall, and never expect to
be show’ll into the more private part of the house.
In country districts in England “club doctors” more frequently titan otherwise receive extra payment from one of
two sources for severe surgical cases, viz., from the Poor Law G oardiaus or the Local Cottage Hospital Committee. The
custom, moreover, in the Tatter case being a recognized one, and not associated with any legal or social disadvantage, as
both Boards of Guardians and Clubs usually subscribe to the local village hospital.
_
.
A peculiarity obtaining in New South Wales Lodges, and winch acts very injuriously, is that complaints arc
entertained any time after the events have occurred to which they relate; and in giving judgment on disputes it is
customary to permit the accusers to sit and even vote, whereas the doctor is requested to withdraw after having stated his
side of the case.
Tliis practice enables complainants to be judges in their own cause, and it also gives malevolently disposed people
power to inflict great injury on local medical practitioners.
’J'he indications for a new'rule are here evident, and in all cases club doctors dismissed for any professional short
comings should have right of appeal to the “ Grand Lodge " or “ Supreme Court ” of the Order. _
This privilege might be accorded without compromising the right of clubs to change their doctor from motives
simply of personal preference.
In all cases where a visit is required to be iqade in the early or late night hours a small fine should bo payable to the
doctor, unless the case be one of accident, it being too much the custom of patients’ friends to defer calling in the doctor
until it suits tiieir pleasure to “ take a walk with an object."’ .
The waut of a rule of this kind often contributes to make a club doctor’s life intolerable, and leads occasionally to

really urgent cases being neglected.

_
’ It is 111 the interest of the industrial classes to pay the medical officers of their Lodges as liberally as circumstances
permit, as the resources of medicine and surgery are now so numerous, varied, and valuable, that medical men absolutely
require to lay' out considerable sums yearly to procure fresh instruments, appliances, and books ; most of which, however,
can be dispensed w'ith without the patient being any the wiser, though, may bo not seldom, the loser. It is not possible for
a medical man at the present day' to afford his patients the advantages of the improved knowledge and means of treatment
now possessed by even an average legally qualified apothecary without considerable expense to himself,
In my observation, the moral effect incidental to the fulfilment of Lodge duties surpasses in social value the pecuniary
advantages accruing from membership, especially among those who participate in management, as their duties usually give
rise to feelings of self-respect, order, and the habit of deferring to accepted authority.
The system, moreovci, harmonizes well with our political institutions ; but inasmuch as Lodge proceedings arc
rarely reported by the Press, it is susceptible of being put to very strange uses, in spite of protecting remilations,
_
The custom at present is to render all children up to 18 years of ago participants in the medicaTprivileges of their
fathers. Rome of these “children” gain twice as much as their fathers would in England. I suggest that in every case where
such “ children ” gain not less than 10s. a week, a small payment should be made by them ; and that certain privileges of
associateship, as minors, should be accorded them, chiefly as a matter of policy in the interest of the cause, but partly as
one of justice to the doctor.
...
. ,
A few Lodges only accord to aged parents living with a son, and to adopted children, the medical privileges of the
family. I suggest that this practice should become general.
_
I think that in towns of the magnitude of Sydney, each great Order should keep separately, or in combination, a
well-supplied store of suigical instruments and appliances for the use of their medical officers and sick and wounded
members, though not necessarily' gratuitously.
_
The mechanical and scientific resources of the healing art are now so rich, varied, and costly, and amazingly useful,
that co-operation even among private medical men in this direction lias now become a necessity, it being impossible for an
individual living by his profession to equip himself with all available scientific adjuncts.
_
I have noticed that some “Grand Lodges" or “Head Centres"’ of Orders—comprising many Lodges, have occasion
ally' invested tiieir accumulated savings in the purchase of landed property, to the enrichment and consolidation of their
Order, and the preservation from bankruptcy of Lodges whose members have become old and infirm, and whose numbers
have not been adequately kept up by young recruits.
_
...
I believe every encouragement should bo given to facilitate on the part of these governing bodies the investment of
some portion of their savings in the purchase of improvable town lands; and I think the "Industrial Bank" suggested
by the New South Wales Branch of the British Medical Association would be found an invaluable auxiliary m this
connection.
.
i
I think also that it is well worthy of consideration whether when “ town allotmentsare sold by Government, local
Friendly Societies should not enjoy some right of piiority, in virtue of their services in preventing pauperism.
I am of opinion that small independent Lodges should not be permitted to be established, as such have too frequently
ceased to exist for want of funds at the precise period their good offices were most urgently required ; that is to say, when
a majority' of the original members were past work.
Local Lodges should always be associated with an Order, so that in the event of failure from the cause I _ have
mentioned, the duty of maintaining the aged should devolve on the supreme authority or the entire Order by equitable
distribution, as is done by the Foresters, a “ Provident Order," which, by the way, possesses several singular but excellent
rules—highly worthy of general adoption.
I

i
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I know of few sadder spectacles than that presented by an old labouring man in a young, imperfectly organized
Colony, who finds the prop on which he hsd long undoubtingly relied to assist him in the trials of his declining years fail
him at the period he requires such support. Alms-houses for such there are none in New South Wales, rich as the old
inhabitants arc. As for sympathetic assistance from rich near neighbours, if ho be a denizen of a large town, he probably
has none, it being the custom in British city communities for the rich and poor to1 live in quarters distant from each other.
Unless he possess relatives able and willing to succour him, he has in this Colony no haven but the Asylum, than resort
to which many of the more deserving prefer to die, and to my knowledge actually have died.
I may remark in this place that it is customary with many small Lodges to attempt to make np deficiencies in their
funds by entertainments and fairs. While I think resort to this method is justifiable in behalf of an Orphans’ Fund,
the existence of which should be obligatory I think on all clubs, that it would be better that some limit in the matter of
payments should be determined by authority on an actuarial basis, as in insufficient weekly payments is to
be found the weak point of the system.
I, however, see no reason why it should not become the custom to hold certain annual entertainments, the proceeds
of which should accrue equally to the local Lodge and the central authority, the latter undertaking a considerable share in
providing the amusements, which they could thus do at a tithe of the exqiense now sustained. For several years some
Lodges connected with my late practice in the north of London have held an annual
ckampclre, from which they
generally netted £80 to £100. One of the local gentry usually cheerfully granted the use of a part of his park or a largo
field for the purpose; and the local clergyman invariably preached at the close of the anniversary service in the church a
sermon on the duty and advantage of provident habits, the collection being added to the unofficial “ Widows and Orphans’
Fund,” to which was also appropriated the produce of the annual entertainment. There was a tendency on the part of
the lowest and the richest larrikins of the neighbourhood to turn these opportunities to their own account; the latter,
however, meeting with pretty open contempt, became no longer a source of trouble; the former nuisance was met by
constituting the members and their wives stewards and stewardesses, through whom alone vouchers for participation in tho
treat could be procured.
'
I notice also that the custom of immigrants coming out here with letters of recommendation to Lodges of the same
Order to which they belonged in England is not so general as it ought to he. I believe the practice is very advantageously
pursued by the Rechabites, a vigorously managed Order.
■
Considerable observation and some thought have led me to the conclusion that with proper organization,
encouragement from the State, and C! nvcnimental protection during times of panic, of monetary interests legitimately
secured on land and certain British securities, the provident principle, as susceptible of embodiment in correctly organized
Friendly Societies, offer to a prudent nation and a just Government the means whereby one of the greatest domestic
burdens of a country may be reduced to a minimum, while carrying in its train moral blessings of incalculable social force
and value.
"
I fear, however, that tho thoughtless and unbounded disregard of tho future characterizing our colonial youth, and
the numerous allurements for spending money to which they are exposed, are such tiiat either compulsion or some great
attractive force will require to be exercised to afford society the full benefit attainable from a national system of insurance
against sickness and death.
However desirable it may lie, I fear public opinion in English communities is not yet ripe for the adoption of the
principle of compulsion, nor is likely to become so for several years ; therefore, however humiliating the circumstance may
be to tho generous English inmd, there is reason for concluding that the honor of first affording to mankind a practical
illustration in the science of government of the possibility of absolutely preventing destitution in times of peace and average
abundance by compulsory providence, will devolve on a State (Germany) comparatively despotic, but destined through tho
necessities of political self-preservation to solve many a problem in civilization heretofore deemed insoluble by happy-golucky English egoists, and indeed by all but social philosophers. Several of the latter have long maintained that the evil of
poverty which pervades so great a part of the modem world could be almost eradicated from civilized States, attributing
it rather to absence of organization and to faulty principles of government than to assumed imperfections of human nature.
1 concur in tins view, and believing, moreover, that the tendency characterizing English civilization to unduly
subordinate public interests to protended private or individual rights, has a distinct and growing tendency to artificially
create pauperism among the multitude, and promote unnatural aggregations of wealth among the few.
I anticipate much good from the labours of the Now South Wales Royal Commission of inquiry into the working of
Friendly Societies, feeling that these institutions, remodelled in the light of science and experience, offer some prospect of
affording to an industrial population the means of honorable protection against poverty resulting from the decay of natural
power, and also from the numerous physical accidents inseparable from au existence characterized by so much activity and
useful adventure as obtains among Englishmen.
I fear public opinion in this Colony is not yet sufficiently ripe for the introduction of the element of legal compulsion
into the operations of Provident Societies, It appears to me, however, few right-thinking Englishmen win dispute that
any man who does not fulfil, when he can, so primary a duty as that of providing for the contingencies of sickness and for
old age, is unworthy of tile privilege, and morally often unequal to the responsibilities, of the parliamentary franchise.
I therefore venture to suggest that this Commission should consider whether the time he not opportune for recom
mending to Parliament the incorporation of the principle of the moral duty of provident insurance on the part of every
citizen m any measure it may be thought proper to pass m reference to the question.
The recognition of this principle could, I believe, be conveniently made by associating the exercise of the parlia
mentary franchise with the performance of the duty of provident insurance ; 1 mean that no elector should be permitted
to record his vote unless he could give evidence of having in minimum available measure fulfilled his primary social duty
by protecting himself and his dependent kin from destitution through tho medium of provident insurance as afforded by
membership of an ordinary insurance in a simple Friendly Society. ” I am informed that some such principle has lately
been advocated by careful writers in England, and that the suggestion has taken root in public opinion. Though I have
not had the pleasure of reading one of these productions, T could adduce many arguments supported by reason and
experience that would commend the principle to any mind not incapable of apprehending facts, nor eclipsed by absence of
faith in the potential moral powers of mankind. As the result of my own thought and observation, I have arrived at
the conclusion that if tho provident principle were to be made operative in the case of evciy man from the age of 18,
pauperism, in the degraded and painful sense in which it is now familiar to Englishmen, would as a consequence ultimately
cease to exist.
In response to the request so particular ly made to me by the Commission for the names of persons and Lodges in a
position to throw interesting light on the working of Sydney Clubs, I would refer to Mr, and Mrs, Burns, of Balmain, and
to Mrs. Wilkes, widow of the late Grand Master of two Lodges in the northern part of the city also to the following
Clubs
Perseverance Division (Sons of Temperance);
North Star (Oddfellows);
Hebrew Mutual Benefit Society;
Loyal William Gane;
Court Friendship (Foresters):
Loyal Love of Liberty ;
Princess Alice (Daughter s of Temperance);
Prince George of Camperdown;
Native Rose (Daughters of Temperance);
Court Fortitude;
Miller’s Point Lodge (Oddfellows);
and another whose place of meeting was at the “Flower Pot,” York, but the name of which I forget.
I believe it is in the power of the past and present officers of these Lodges to afford much useful information to the
Commission on various financial, social, statistical, and moral points connected with Clubs. I may here remark that I
have been unable to make up my mind touching whether the holding of Club meetings at public-houses be more pro
ductive of harm than good. In the absence of some legal encouragement to the exercise of providence such as I have
indicated in connexion with the franchise, I am inclined to the belief that in England tho good accomplished exceeds
the evil resulting, as many men are induced to join a Lodge which meets m a pubhe-houso in consequence of its
convivial associations, opportunities for a chat, smoke, etcetera, who certainly would not join if the Lodge met in a chapel
or school-room. On the other hand, I have heard of men who on going for the purpose of attending their clubs, have spent
the amount of their dues at the bar instead of entering the Lodge-room, Tho difficulty might in a measure he met by
agreement with the publican; bat, without the help of a distinct and obligatory regulation I fear it is insuperable.
In explanation of the advantage of the idea of a store of medical and surgical appliances, I desire to quote a case of
a not unfrequent form of chest disease—whore a single patient might require in the course of treatment the use of an
aspirator, an inhalation apparatus, an invalid’s bed and an invalid’s chair, Ac. Ac. The cost of these (of the best make)
costing

minimum

file
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costing about £40, cannot be provided by a medical man for one patient; ■whereas an Order comprising many Lodges could
do so advantageously, as the same apparatus could be used in tho course of time for an indefinite number of people. By
such an arrangement many lives now lost would be preserved.
I strongly recommend the Commission not to close their labours without examining some country medical practi
tioners and dissatisfied members of Lodges, The best country club I have ever been connected with, paid me mileage and
per case
It was, moreover, a prosperous club, always in funds, and the system gave incomparably greater satisfaction to both
members and doctors than the plan so general in New South Wales.
I think the plan ought to be tried here, the doctors consenting to a moderate scale of charges.
It may, perhaps, be advisable that I epitomize the views, so far as 1 can remember, that I have expressed to tho
Commission on the various points concerning which I have been requested to furnish information.
1, That the moral influence, or effect on mind, habit, and character, derived from membership of a Friendly Society
is not the least advantage accruing.
.
2, That the tendency at present of the influences exerted by the Societies on the medical profession of New South
Wales is debasing; and neither calculated to promote scientific practice nor to conduce to the pecuniary or social advantage
of medical men.
3, That the inseparable union of the Provident Insurance Department of Friendly Societies with medical attendance
in sickness acts injuriously.
_
4. That medical attendance should he confined to members of moderate moans, they themselves, however, to at first
judge whether the limitation applies to them, the Lodge reserving the power to exercise its right in notorious cases of
departure from tho rule.
5. I believe rich men have rarely joined a Lodge with the intention of participating in its medical benefits, and that
the anomaly has mainly, though not entirely, arisen from originally poor members having become wealthy; I think,
moreover, that the simple legal adoption of a now rule would suffice to correct the abuse, ana that it would rarely require
to bo enforced. .
G. I think defalcations in some Treasurer’s accounts have occurred under circumstances over which the Treasurers
had no control, and for wliich they were morally blameless, the money having been used without tiieir knowledge by
members of tiieir family, though in consequence of their necessitous personal circumstances, and sometimes during tho
illness of tho head of the family.
7. It appears to me the office of Lodge Treasurer is worse tlian unnecessary, and that the function could be better
performed by the “Friendly Societies’ Bank” manager, with whom tho Financial Secretary of each club slionld at the
close of each meeting deposit the money, however small the amount might be.
8. The establishment of a “ Friendly Societies' Bank, ” with rigid Government protection, and ouly open in tho
evenings is necessary in large towns, and that sick dues should be paid through it.
'*■ I suggest that small independent Lodges be discouraged, and that when a local Lodge fails its liabilities should
be assumed by the “Order,”
10. While the country is young I believe special provision for the future sick and infirm could be very advantage
ously made, by according Orders and local Lodges certain privileges of priority in the purchase of town allotments.
11. I believe the great Orders ought in large towns to provide “Pensioners’ Homes” for their friendless infirm
members, and could do so to their own pecuniary advantage.
12. In Sydney a chib store, not of medicines necessarily, but of medical and surgical appliances, invalids’ beds,
etiairs, &c., &e., is urgently required for the use of members, and could, probably, be made self-supporting, if not a source
of profit.
'
13. I submit that the practice of associating the provident principle and medical benefits with particular religious
tenets is neither to be commended nor is necessary ; and that the presumed cardinal objects of the Protestant Alliance and
the Catholic Guilds, and such like bodies, could be more satisfactorily attained by more clearly declared means,
14. I think tiiat even' medical service—whether it be the examination of a candidate or the performance of au
operation—should be paid for, though very moderately.
Ifi. Experience indicates the necessity for limiting membership to one Sick Society.
IG. That adopted children and aged parents of members (not themselves subscribers), living at their sons’
expense, should enjoy the medical privileges of children.
17. That in cases of incurable lunacy, Lodges should only be liable to pay dues to legal dependants; and that where
there are none of the latter, there should be no liability. In cases of recovery, however, all dues should bo paid up by
the Lodge; and in every ease a special committee (with certain powers) of one or two should be appointed to guide and
assist the recovered brother.
.
18. That the riglits of members who have become bankrupt or been imprisoned for crime should bo defined, and
that special regulations should exist with a view to give restored members a fresh start in life.
19. 'Jhat just rules for expulsion should be framed, but never be cairied out without the consent of the central
authority.
20. That the office of Eegistrar of Friendly Societies he enlarged in its scope and legal power.
21. That the duty of provident insurance slionld lie made obligatory in every citizen from the richest to the poorest;
and that tho most promising means for accomplishing this at the present day would be by rendering it necessary to the
exorcise of the parliamentary franchise.

—vol on the contract system.

22. That a small fine should he payable for invoking the aid of medical officers "out of hours,” cases of accident
alone excepted.

23. _ I believe that au Orphan Fund should exist in connection with every great Order - and that the produce of
annual fairs and entertainments should go to the fund and that the State should contribute to it proportionately.
24. I think local Lodges ought to receive payments either in advance or once a week ; that neither monthly nor
quarterly accumulations should be jiermittcd; and that the subscriptions at present made are insufficient; and the fact is
recognised and deplored by the wage classes of the Colony.
25. That a minimum amount of insurance money accruing from clubs or insurance societies to widows or
orphans should be protected by law, and not be. liable to attachment by creditors.
26. That no extraneous subject, nor religious, nor political topics should be permitted to be discussed in Lodgerooms : and that this rule should have force of law,
27. I think the law ought to insure payments to Lodges by shipowners or tiieir agents for sailors at sea; and that
these should be made through tho Shipping Master.
28. I think the “ Accident Fund ” of Trade Societies should be rendered incapable of being diverted to any other
use ; aud that annual fairs and entertainments should be provided for adding to these.
29. Local Lodges should always subscribe to the local hospital, and enjoy the right (subject to approval of fitness on
tho part of the hospital authority) of nomination for admission.
In concluding this statement, I beg to reiterate the opinion of the necessity for examining medical witnesses from
the country, and of the desirability for trying the system in one or two clubs in town and country—particularly in the
latter—of payment per case and visit, but on a moderate scale.
'

;
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[Appendix to Evidence of Mr. M. A. Black, question 144:50]

This form, duly filled up by the Secretary and Valusr, must be returned to the Registrar, together with a report on the
valuation signed by the Vainer,
FitiENDLT Societies’ Act, 1875,

sect.

14 (/).

Valuation of the Asset® and Liabilities of tho
as at
18 .
_
Return to be made by the Secretary of the Society.
Register No. of Society,
_
(Add Scotland or Ireland when necessary.)
(1.) (a) In what occupations are the members mostly engaged ?
(S) In what localities do they chiefly reside ?
(c) Does the Society assure benefits to females? If so,
state what hinds of benefits are assured to them ?
(2.) Rill in for each of the five years preceding the date of
valuation the following particulars,
:—
Total amount received on account of

omitting shillings and

pence

Year ending.

Annuities Commencing
Sickness Benefits
Total Funds Amount
Endow Other Receipts (to
Sums
at
at end of
remved as ICcasiug^ Censing Ceasing] Through* Death,
he speeififld),
ments.
Year.
interest.
At
AgC At age At age
at aga j at age at age out life.
£

£

£

31 Dec., IB
..
„ IB
..
„ IS
..
„ IS
..
„ IS
..
Total.......

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

'

Total amount paid on account of Sickness Benefits.

31 Dec., is ..
„ IS ..
„ IS ..
„ 38 ..
„ 13 ..
Total ....

£

£

5*

■SI
s;-0

S’0

£

£

Full
Tay.

&
XIa
o
'So
as

£

£

&
£d
,C5raV

CJ"-.
S*
t?
i’g^.
= u >i
CCS
CJT5
Pk rt

Full
Pay.

fr.e?
■s•CJ
5J

£

£

£

£

Further Rcduced Pay.

Full
Fay.

O

«
■xso
u
'CV

Throughout Life.

•

Year ending.

Ceasing at Age

Ceasing at Age

j

Ceasing at Age

«

iS
ill
fk a

£

•oV
U
'B
Ci

£

A

£

6

1'

Full
Pay.

■g£Cs*h
«S O
C J3 a
fk0*5 Si

£

&

Total amount paid on account of
Amuities coimnendng
Endowments*

Other Payments {to bo
specified).

£

£

£

Year ending

Total Receipts Total Payments
oh account of on account of
Management
Management
Expenses.
Expenses.

Sums At Death.

Year ending

31 Dee., IS ...........
„ 18 ...........
„ 18 ..........
» is ..........
» IS ..........
Total.............

£

At ago

At age

At ago

£

£

(3.) State (tfleording to tho rules of tho Society—
(a.) When full pay ceases and reduced pay begins,
and what the reduction ia P
(J.) When such reduted pay is still further reduced,
and by how much ?
(e.) Under what circumstances (if any) members
become entitled to a permanent reduced sick
allowance, and what proportion the same hears
■ to full poy P
(4.)
(a.) How are the management expenses provided for ?

(».) Ml in for each of the five years pueeeding the date
of valuation, the following particulars,

shillings and pence.

omitting

31 Dee., 18
„
18
„
18
„
18
„
18

...
...
...
...
...

£

£

Total..........
(5.) When wae the last valuation made and by whom

Signature of Secretary
Registered Office.
Date
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Absteact or the Taittatiok.

To be made by the Valuer appointed by the Society.
Summary of Results of Valuation as at

’

No, of
Benefits.

Total Yearly Contri*
tuitions applicable
to Benefits.
\

Nature of Benefits Assured.

Total Amount
Assured.
*

Sickness allowance ceasing at age................. .
)t
»
»
...................
M
J)
fi
..................
„
„
throughout life ...............
Annuities (deferred and immediate) com
mencing at age..........................................
JJ
J>
*..... ...........................
JJ
1>
................................
Sums payable at death of (a) Members.......
„
„
„
(i)
„
wives
Endowments; with return of contributions...
,,
without
„
...
Other benefits (to bo specified).......................

e.

d.

£

18

s.

Present Va !u» of Benefit*.
Benefits.

d.

£

Contributions appli
cable to BencHtg.
£

*

+
5

Total......................................
* The total full sick pay assured per -week is to be stated.
+ The total sum payable per annum is to be stated.
§ If any portion of this liability is met by special Icyica, the same should be stated.
Valuation Balance-sheet as at
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Dr.

Or.

To present value of Benefits assured by the
Society, os per summary ......................... .
Other liabilities, viz. :—
(Tullparticulars to be given!)

£

j) Surplus (if any)

By total funds as per Secretary's return..........
j, Present Tftluc of future contributions appli-

£

„ Other assets, viz.:—
(full particulars to be given!)

.. Defioienev fif nnv) ..................... ................

(1.) What published table or tables and what rate or rates
of interest have been used in .the valuation of—
{a.) The sickness benefits ?
(i.) The annuities ?

Description of Table.

Bate of Interest.

In describing the tables the name of
the publication should be stated,
together with the. edition used and
the number of the page where the
table may be found.
.

(e.) The endowments ?
(<f.) The sums payable at death?
(c.) Tho other benefits (if any) (specifying them) ?
The amvxrs to the above questions intist give fall particulars.
(2.) If a table or tables have been used which arc not published,
fill in the particulars as on the other tide.
Vote,—Where sums payable on the death of persons under
age 20 are assured, tho rato of mortality per cent,
used in the valuation must be stated below for every
age under 20.

Valuation Age.
Under 3 months ..........................................
Exceeding 3 months and not exceeding
6 months ..............................................
Exceeding 6 months and not exceeding
9 months..............................................
Exceeding 9 months and not exceeding
13 months ................. ........................
2 years ......................................................

Bate of Mortality
per cent

Valuation Age.
8

9

years
>>

10 JS
11
12 JJ

13
14
15
16 SI
1.7 ■»
18

10

)i

Rato of Moritiljty

percent.

20
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Valuation Ago.

Average Siukness per annum in weeks.

Kate of Mortality per cent.

20.....................................................................
25 ...........................................................
30 .....................................................................

•

40 .....................................................................
45
50

55
60
65
70
75
80

(3.) Hare the tablca used in the raluaflon, or the results of a
valuation by auch .tables, been in any way altered to
suit, sjreeial ciraum&tances ?
If they have, state clearly and fully tho nature and
purpose of such alterations, and their effect on tho
results shown by the valuation.
(4.) Has any allowance been made for any provisions in the
rules relating to the reduction of sick pay in cases
•where sickness last® beyond tho time for which full
sick pay runs ?
If so, state clearly and fully how such allowance
has been calculated, and the amount by which the
estimated value of sick benefits on the assumption of
full pay throughout is thereby reduced.
(5.) How have tho valuation ages been computed ?

i

(6.) What average rato of interest has been realized on the
funds of the Society for each of tho live years pre
ceding the date of valuation ?

Kate of Interest
realised per cent.

Year ending.
31st December, 18
18
I)
18
a
>>
18
u
3)
18
ji
M

(7.) Has an investigation been made into the mortality or
sickness experience of the Society ? 1 f so, give the
particulars of the observations, and tho results deduced
therefrom at. the various ages.
(Whore convenient, these particulars and results
may be furnished on a separate sheet.)
(8.) To what causes may be attributed the surplus or deficiency
shown by the valuation ?
AT0<e.—Where tho accounts of any of tho various
benefit funds arc kept distinct, the answer should deal
with each fund separately,
(9.) Fill in the particulars required in the appended Schedule.

Eosorve (or estimated net liability) required according to the Valuation for
Sickness benefit of
Sick benefit of
per week1
throughout life.

per week )

f t

*

Deferred annuity of
per week |‘ai a*li,+
commenting
)
Sum of £
payable at death.

a

OJ

si
IgJ

20.
25
30

ouaghiK

Sum of £
1 payable at death.

JR

■5 £
rf teS
s©

oi

.2 3
jg
©

»a

JVote,—This imrt of the schedule Is only re
quired to be tilled in when tho contributions
for tho various benefits are not kept sepa
rate.

35

40

* Tho amount of sickness benefit iwr week should be tho maximum per member assiirablc bv the Society, and when the Society does not tfmit
suoh benefit throughout life the age at which sucb benefit ceases must be stated.
‘
t The amount payable at death should be tho maximum per member assn rablc by the Society,
X State at what age sickness benefit ceases and the annuity begins. The amount of sickness Iwnefit, deferred annuity, and sum my&blc at
death should be the maximum amounts assurable per member by the Society.

Signature of valuer,
Address,
Calling or profession.
Bale,

[Appendia
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[Appendix Io Evidence, of Mr. L. JS. Marcus.']
To the President, Friendly Societies Act Inquiry Commission, Sydney.
Sir,

I have tho honor, in accordance ■with my promise on examination before the friendly Societies Act Inquiry
Commission, to make the following suagestions in reference to the questions under your consideration. I understand it
to"lie the object of the Commission to make such recommendations to Parliament as will form the basis of a measure which
will repeal, or greatly modify, the provisions of the existing Act; and with this understanding I would suggest1. That the control or supervision of Friendly Societies be vested in a Department to be presided over by a Registrar,
who shall have sucb clerical assistance as shall he found necessary for the effectual working of the Department.
In connection with this suggestion, 1 would recommend—
.....
.
(ff.) That the Government should have the necessary tables constructed to place the Societies m a position to give
the benefits promised on the following basis,—
,r
Table A. To give a funeral donation of £1 on the death of a member, and half that amount on tho death of
a member's wife.
. „,
, ,
P ,,
■
*1^1
Table R. To give a sick allowance of Is. per week for six months, Od. a week for a further six months, bd.
a week for a further six months, and 3d. a week during the further duration of the illness.
This being done, a simple multiplication will suffice to enable the Society to give whatever beneiits may be thought
desnabk.^ ^ Kegigtrar
^ instructed not to certify the rules of any Society whose contributions were not
based 011 the above scale, together with the necessary provision for the payment of the medical officer and
chemist, if such benefits be given, and for the due payment of all expenses of management.
,
2. That the registration of the supreme body of any oignnwation shall betaken to include the registration 01 each
and every branch of such organization, which shall be duly returned to the Registrar by the Secretary and under the seal ot
Such supreme body.
In connection with this suggestion it will he necessary to provide by enactment
_
(n.) That the general laws of such supreme body shall declare the minimum contributions to be paid by each
branch ; such minimum contributions not being less than the amounts necessary to provide the promised
benefits according to Tables A and .13,
...
,
,
1,
(&.) That the Seeretaiy of such supreme body shall within one month of the institution of any new branch—or such
other time as may be deemed necessary—he required, under a penalty, to make a return to the bogistrar ot
such new branch.
,
.
, ,.
,
r 4.1 c • *
3. That the Secretary of every such supreme body shall be compelled to keep a rcgiater.of the members of the society
within his jurisdiction, in the following form
_________
Married
or
siiurle.

Age nt
! Me of
, initiation. imt.iiUion.
1

£ s. d.
3 12 0

4

'

y**

1

0

Wife’s

Pate of
martinira.
11m mage*

Pate of
death.

wire’s namo

11/8/81

Alary Jones ..

RBe at

Pate t
of wife's j Remarks,
death.

'

1

■
A
?

John Jones .

Sick pay
received.

13

3/3/03

l

l

1

!

1

_

her death.
4. That the Secretary shall, at tho end of each year, forward to the Registrar a return in the following fonnjPreiicnt
Rite

Anioim
side pay

Total number Tot^l number
of members. of days’ iluess.

34

47

35
30

40
29

£
20
19
21

141
130
147

s. d.
3 4
0
0

Amount of
Number v. ho Number who
have died a 1 funeral tlonations
ha\c tiled a
paid.
natural doath, \ intent death. |

|
2
1
0

"

1*
...
.......

1
|

£
60
20
40

s.
0
0
0

d.
0
0
0

Remarks.

*K died by colliery explosion.

1

which shall he compiled from the register referred to in the previous suggestion; this return to be in addition to the
Tiiat ii uniform system of book-keeping be adopted for all Societies, this system to be devised by some person
qualified to do so, and to be of as simple a nature as possible.
,
r 4 1 c..............
6, That a valuation of the assets and liabilities of each .Society he .made, at intervals of not less than Inc years,
according to the most approved tables, aud that, in tho event of it being ascertained that the liabilities of any oociety
exceed the assets by more than 10 per cent., the Registrar shall be empowered to compel either a levy, not exceeding os.
per memlier per half-year, or a sufficient increase in the contributions to balance the account withm two years from the
valuation being made, at tho end of which period it shall be competent for him to order a re-valuation.
.
V. That Societies may, if they see fit, allow members to take double, treble, or quadruple benefits, by paying the pro
portionate contributions, provided that when such benefits are taken the members shall not ho entitled to any benefits fora
period of at least twelve months after initiation, excepting of course the medical benefits, if sudi be given by the bociety.
8. That all cases of dispute—except those of a criminal nature—shall bo subject to the various modes of setflemciit
provided in the general laws of the Society, hut that an appeal may then be made to a Court of Arbitration consisting ot tho
Registrar and two other members to be trienniallv appointed by the Governmont, such other members to be persons acquainted
with the workings of Friendly Societies, hut not officially connected with any Society; the decision of such Court of Arbitration
to he final. No case of dispute to be brought in any ease before a Court of law.
o ■ . 4
9. That members in arrears may be sued for the same, provided that it shall not be competent, for any Society to sue
for more than twelve months’ arrears; action in all eases Io bo taken within eighteen months after a member has paid his last
10. That an officer of the Government duly appointed should liave the power at any time to inspect tho books and
vouchcrs'of any Society, with or without notice.
11. That the internal management of Societies should he left solely to the members, the State simply providing for tiio
financial and statistical details of the working to he regularly supplied.
I have, «c.,
L. IS. HARCGS.
Ashlicld, 7 Sept., 18S2.

[Appendix to Evidence of Dr. TV. TV. J. O’Dciliy.]
_

Examination

Form.

(Prepared by the N.S.W. Branch of the British Medical Association.)
To ho used in the examination of persons seeking admission as Members of Friendly Societies.
Questions :—
1. What ia your name V
2. What is your age ?
3. Where do yon reside P
4. What is your occupation ?
5. Are you single or married ?
6. What is your -wife’s age ?
7. What is your wife’s (if any) present state of health P

736
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8.

Has your wife been in a good state of Health for the last three years?

9. Are you in good health, and hare you been so during the last three years ?
10, What was the nature of your last illness, and the date thereof ?
Arc your habits strictly sober and temperate, and have they always been so ?
12, Have any of your near relatives suffered from consumption, insanity, or any hereditary disease ?
13. Have you ever suffered from any important disease, such as fits or convulsions, epilepsy, habitual cough, or spitting
of blood, or bleeding from any cause, bronchitis, asthma, any disease of lungs or chest, or palpitation or other disease or
irregularity of the heart, or any constitutional or local disease, or dropsy, cancer, disease of bowels or liver, of kidneys, bladder,
or other urinary organs, any irritability of bladder, gout, rheumatism or rheumatic fever, insanity, piles, ulcers, rupture’
‘
’
varicose veins, or any affection requiring professional aid or advice ?
*14 Have you ever had venereal disease or stricture ?
15. Have yon ever been refused admission to any Society in consequence of ill-health or otherwise ?
■
16. Do you know of any reason, as regards your own or your wife’s state of health, why you should not becomo a
member of this Society ?
■
17. Are you aware that if at any time hereafter it should be proved that tho answers above given are not correct, you will
expose yourself to the liability of being expelled from this Society ?
11.

Medical Obuttficatt:.

I hereby certify that I have carefully examined
I am of opinion that he is in good health, that ho is about
years of age, and that he is a fit and proper person to become a member of this Society,
P.S.—The above statement is to be brousrht filled up by tho candidate, and witnessed by the Secretary.
* Note.—In fomis prepared tor the admission of female oandidaies, omit question No. It, and substitute, “ Have you ever Buffered from anv
of the womb 7*
• ^

[Appendix to Mr. E. J. R'ubids Evidence.]
The folio-wing are the tables under which the Australasian Holy Catholic Guild was established in 1845
Sickness Fund,—No. 1.
4.1.

A weekly allowance of os. constitutes ono share, and members may take one, one and a-half, two, two and a-balf
three, three and a-half, or four shares. The full allowance ia paid for twenty-six weeks of sickness : three-fourths of that
sum for other twenty-six weeks ; and one-half of the first rate during the remainder of a continued period of sickness up
■o ine age ot sixty-nvc years, when all contributions cease and the superannuation commences.
Contributions for one Shake.
Ajfe.

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
30
40

Single
Payments.
£ S. d.
6 7 9
b
5

6 11 2
U 13
6 14
6 16
6 IS
7 0
7 2
7 5
7 7

O
11

11
10
11
11
2
5

Annual
Foments.

First
Month.

K. d.
7 104
S 1
8 4
8 64
S 10
9 1
9 44
9 8
9 114
10 4

s. d.

10

1

84

1 0
0 9

1 0

0 9
1 04

0 10
i 14
0 114
1 3
1 2
1

Other
Months,
S. d.
74
0 s
0 8
0 Si
0 Si
0 9
0 9
0 91
0 91

0

0 10
o 104

%e.

Sincrlo
Payments.

41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

£
7
7
7
7
7
7
8
S
S
S

Annual
Payments.

First
Month.

11 10

sr d.
ii i
11 c

13
15
17
19
0
1
1
10

13
13
14
15
15

S. d.
i 0
i 3
i
41
i 5
i 5
i 54
i 64
i 7i
,i 84
i 4

S. a.
9 s
11
10
7

2

4
1
3
0

1111
12 5
12 104
44
11'
54
0
64

Other
Months.

0 11
0 11
0 114
1 o3
1 04
i r
i H
1 2
1

24

1 34
•

Note.—Every subscriber to this fund must take at least one share i* the Superannuatio* Fund and one eharo in tile Mortuary Fund.
Superannuation Fund.—No. 2,

-

_ An annuity of £2 Ids., payable quarterly, whether in sickness or in health, sommfcneing at the age of sixty-five and
th^Council
^ef cons*1l:ntos one share; and members may take from one to eight shares, or more with the consent of
Contributions for oirfi Shake,
Contributions cease at 65.
Age,

Single
Payments,

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

£
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
4

a.
s
10
13
16
19
2
5
9
12
16
1

d.
]
7
3
0
0
2
6
0
9
9
0

Annual
Payments.
*.
2
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
5

d.
114
2
44
74
104
14
5
9
1
54
104

First
Month.
s. d.
0 S
0 5
0 74
0 5
0 S
0 54
0 9
0 74
0 6
0 104
0 10

Other
Montlix.
£.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

d.
24
3
3
34

34
4
4
44

5
5
54

Age.

Suifffe
Pajmcnts,

41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

£
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
6
6
7

s.
5
10
15
0
6
12
19
6
14
2

d.
7
4
5
10
6
10
5
0
1
1

Annual j
Payments. ]
S.
6
6
7
8
8
0

10

a.
4
10
5
44
84
54

41
11 4
12 54
13 84

First
Month.
s.
0
0
1
o
0
1
1
1
1
1

d.
10
104
0
84
11
24

24
3
54
4

Other
M onths.
s.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1

1

d.
6
64
7
8
84
9
10
11
0
H

Win elL0J5i.,.ThTlIeKLl??0-rt:ln^* °f i19- funlv.
i'eP,ns t0 operate at that period of life when tho enotsiBB of both bodv and mind ussiallv
* rh®.bel)ef,t IB 'l111^ certain, whether the holder is abli; to work or not, and, (alien in conjunction noth the Sickness Fund must
render him comirarativcly independent; for, while the Sickness Fund secures him a comfortable maintenance in sichnsas an to Bixtv-iivo rears
this commences then, andsecureshim a permanent quarterly allowance during life,
uamumunLt. m dicmuiss up to
mo years,
Mortuary
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MoimiAiiY or Lri'E Ashuranoe Fond.—No. 3.
The sum of Five Pounds, payable at death, constitutes one share, and any Member may take from one to four shares,
or more with the consent of the Council.
CONTRIBUTIONS TOR ONE SHARE,
Contributions cease at 65.
Ago.

21.
22
23
24

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

■ Single
Payments,
£
1

fl.

10
10
11
11
12
12
13
14
14
15

I
1
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 10
1 16
1 17
1 18
1 18

d.
4
10
4
10
4
10
G
0
s
4
0
S
4
0
S

Annual
Payments.
3.
i
i
i
i.
i
i
2
2
o
2
2
2
2
2
9

d.
9
9
10
10
11
11
0
1
o
3
3
4
5
6
7

First
Month.

Other
Months.

Age.

Single
Payments.

a,
0
0
0
0
1
.1
].
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

S.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

d.
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
4G
47
48
49
50

1
o
2
2
2
■ 2
2
2
2
2
o
2
2
2
2

d.
10
10
11
11
0
0
1
3
4
5
5
6
7
8
9

£

'

Annual
pujiucnts.

£, d.
10 4
0 2
0 10
1 s
2 4
3 2
4 0
4 10
5 8
6 6
7 6
8 4
9 4
10 2
11 2

S.
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
5

First
Month.
s.
0
0
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
1
1

d.
8
9
10
11
1
2
4
5
7
10
0
3
5
8
0

Other
Months.

d.
10
11
0
1
3
5
7
8
10
1
4
7
9
0
4

d.
2
o
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
4

S.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Note.—This Fundust only sucui-es the advantages proTidcd by the old Societies, viz., a sum of money payable at death, by way of funeral money,
but it goes further, by permitting the Member to choose the amount he wishes to secure for those ho may leave dependent bohiud him : for instaneo, a
person in the twenty-first year of his ago can secure twenty pounds at death, by paying the trifling sum of fompenee per mouth; thus uniting all
the advantages of a Friendly Society with these of a Life Assurance scheme on a limited scale.
N.U.—The cost of doctor, medicine, salariss, and other incidental expenses were levied pro rata in addition to the above.

\_Apj>endix to Evidence of Mr. E. Lewis Scoff.]

C to■ K£.
a

A

B

j- ^
^.S
Ok's
°!
£o
6 n*

i

2

— ai
oc’s
•sSl

per Member.

o—
bn

<**P
°.s ^
P3£
S2iS
qj "Fl'w
P-gj £
LTr S ,£
£
"3 £55
v os

Total Expenditure

<(A ^O
Ij

i

O to
O. <11L.
5?

|SI
^ r-i
. <U Sah
T
3

^3
■Ell .
oc£o
!§fpi
g e g s'

!

Name of Society.

a

Returns of registered Friendly

'

.
rstD'S5
8

from

Member.

compiled in the Office of the Registrar of Friendly Societies,
Societies for the Year 18S0.

Amount of Funeral
Donation per

Averages,

c
£ s. d. £ s.. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

Independent Order of Oddfellows, Mancheater Unity .........................................

101

78*

21'23

6-14

1-55

0 17 CJ 0 6 7J 1 4 94 3

Grand United Order of Oddfellows..............

81

62

28'SO

4-10

0S4

0 13 5

0 2 44 0 17 0

United Ancient Order of Druids ..................

30

14

30'54

4-94

1-47

0 13 1

0 2 44 0 1C 0i 2 7 114

Order of Royttl Foresters ..............................

21

IS

18-55

7'00

1-97

0

Independent Order of Royal Foresters .......

1

1

13-25

2-33

2-08

0 7 3J

Ancient Order of Foresters ..........................

29

IS

26-29

5-79

1-74

0 19 2i 0 4 0

0 19

Protestant Alliance Friendly Society of
Australasia.................................................

34

31

25-22

3-SI

1-35

0 10 4

1 4 2

2 15

24

Australasian Holy Catholic Guild

.............

IS

8

19-42

5-17

1-51

0 15 4J 0 9 2

0 19

2 17

2-4

Loyal Onmgc Benefit Society..........................

4

3

29-94

4-77

2-68

0 14 2J

2

9£

Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit
Society .....................................................

11

8

27-48

6-19

2-50

1

Sons of Temperance..... ...................................

S7

9

20 44

1-50

1-06

0 16

Miscellaneous Societies .................................

59

12

19-01

5-42

243

0 14 104 0

IS Of 0 4 34 14

0

0 10

24 1 10 9f

0 7 0

0

0 3
8

8

2 10 3

2 18 9f
2

18 94

34 3 3 4f

3

S Of 0 5 9

Oh 0 7 114 1
10i

0

9 24

0

1 7S 3 9 Of

0 17 84

04 0 14 7

2

2

15 Ilf
6

74

Note*.—Several fiexautics, notably the Iiidc^itcUiuti Order of Oddfellows of New SouU Walea, the Daughter! of Tempmuw* atid JEUehabitea
do not appear in this statement, having *tmb in no returns for 1SS0.
* Many of these hail not been registered a year* and therefore were not required to make returns.
A. Thia includes District Levies and Distress Gifts, which are not shown as otherwise expended that) for m&nagcintnt.
B. The number of inemhcnj calculated does not include those in arrears
C. Tlui ia n conbiiiat^on of mediwie and mcdienl attendunce.

Return

Keturn showing the Ages at which Persons are admitted, the Payments they contribute to the Sick and Funeral''Funds, and the Benefits promised from those Funds by the principal

LO

Friendly Societies in the Colony of New South Wales.
Ponefite-

Paymoritg.

Subscriptions of

Australian Union Benefit Society («*)................
German Benefit Society ....................................

76. to 80s.
2s. Od. to 210y.

fl

23 to 43

7s. to 35s.

a

10 to 35
IS to So

IS to 40
Hebrew ilutual Benefit Society .........................
Herald Office Benefit Society.......................
Hibernian Australian Catholic Society .............. _ IS "to 40
IS to 40
Progressive Society of Carpenters ami Joiners ...
Protestant Mutual Benefit Society....................
Scandinavian Society ......................................
Sons of Perseverance Society
.................
St. Francis' Brothers of Temperance ..............
St. Francis’ Sisters of Temperance...................
Sydney Marine Benefit Society...........................
Shipwrights' Provident Union of Port Jackson ..
United Plasterers* Society ...............................

Is.

20s. to 40s.
10s. to 70s.
0s. to 15s.
1 os. to 90s.
to 6s.

16 to 45
...

Ss. to 50s.

IS to 40
18 to 45
to 45
IS to 40

21s. to S4s.
ft
2s. 6d. to 20s.
10s. to 30s.
21a.
2s. Od.

a
a
a

2s.

0d,

d

la. per week

a

a

per flunrter. per quiirLcr. |>er qmirter months.
b
Nil
h
h
32
h

week and 3d. } Su
“ i is. jier
per finarter.

a

a

30s.

o

(t

a

ft
a

a
a

a

a

3s. per month
Is per week
1s. per week
3s. per week .
la. per week
4d. per week

Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Nit
Nil
Nil
Nd
Nil
________ ^
IS. hi.

Nil

Nil
Nil
Ml
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Is.

Is.

Is. per week

Nil

Nil

Nil

a

a

(V
ft
a
a
n

a
a
a
a
<t

Nil
Nil

Nil
Nil
Nil

Nil

tt

N'i!
ijd.
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Nil
Nil

tt

Is. per week
is. per week
l*. per v«ock
7£d. per week
Is, per week
2s. per month
Gd. per week

is.

10s,

3d, per u eek

liate per Week iluriu^—
Of
Of
Member
After
A [em Widow
entitled to
Of | Mem
membership
of
ber's
ber’s
after
Member first second Member
Sickness
of—
First I Second
Third
member
third
Wife.
Wife.
ship of- iG weeks. i 2fi weeks. 26 weeks. after
26 weeks.

Is,

IQs.

...

s.
20
23
21
12

d.
0
0
0
0

8.
10
15
23

G

Nil
Nil

10 0
h

d.
0 -[
0
0
0 |

o--- ■> 1 ---30 6 ;1'er wet:k
21 0 per week
20 0 per week
a guinea per week
25s. to 13s. per week

20 0

14 0
ft
a ^linca per week tluiJiit? sickness
t,
. ..
L0 'o pm week
10s. per week
21 0 ‘ 10 6
i ...
20 0 .1
<t
a
«
j
i
ID 0 1 i 6 i
a
1
a <i
\
i
(
,
11 .
(

1

Wesleyan or Protestant Union Benefit Society__

IS to 40

20s. to 40s.

a

(t

3s. Gd. per month

Grand United Order of Oddfellows ...................
Independent Order of Oddfellows.......................
Independent Order of Itcchabites (/) .................

17 to 40
22 to 45
10 to 45
17 to 37
17 to 40
IS to 40
H to 45

Ss. to 105s.
15s. to 100s

h

ft

h

h

h

h

h

Is. per week
is. 3d. per week
Is. Sd. t»er week
Is. 3d. per week
Is. per week

Protestant Alliance .........................................
Order of Royal Foicsters....................................
Song of Temperance..........................................
c

5^. to 80s.
I0s. to SSs.
15s. to 1206
5. £o 07s- 6d.

2a. to 7s, Gel.
h

h ‘

h

h

is. per week q
I e. jter week

Nil

Nil

Nil

n
a,

h

h

h

h

h

k

Nil
Nil

Nil

Nil

20 0
20 0

a

a
a

"

12
G

0
0
0
0
21 0
20 0

20
20
20
21

' 10 0

<t

1

!

16 0
, 12 6
j 10 0
1 u 0
1I IS 0

i
1
1
I
i

S 15 0
f 15 0
i

|

j

a

ci
5
s
1 J
|

5 0

12
G

52 weeks

12
0

12

{
-•{

11
I
r

0
0
o
0

7 0
....
-

£ s.

months.

24

0 I’'0' wcok

i'

3

s,
fi
5
fi
0

s. d. -

h

f ^4
1 12
G

t

fl.
G
0
0

o

A. Society of Carpenters and Joiners.................

13 to 3ft
17 to 40
18 to 40

Amount payable u]>on Death—

b* 12
0

12

S-l
1GG

12

20
10
2j
20
12

0
0
0
0-f
0>

I
i Sfl

»

16 0 [ 7 10
15 011

3
12
under
7 rears
& „
under
( 1 to 10 years
} 10 to 15
*i 13 to 20 ,,
t
f
0
\
C
' 12
0
t
.
....
5 VCIU’i?
\
... !t
...

0
0
0
0
10 0
7 10
5 0

15 0
10 o
io 6
«

20 0
25 0
30 0
35 0

10 0
12 0

IS O')
10 0 h
7 oj

10 0
7 0

12 o>; *

3 101 5 0
< 7 lOto s 15to
1 40 0 20 0 i
a
\
20 0
30 0 . 20 0
10
0 0J
rt
15 0 30 0 I
20 0 10 o 1
5 0) 3 0
3 or
20 O')
1
25 °f one half
SO o;
10 0
7 10

10
20
10
20

s.

£

a

<T

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

IS 0

a

io”o

a
a

a
a
a

a
a

7 0

15 0
17 10
20 0) 10 0
0)'
20 0 10 0
20 0 > '
10 on '■*'
20 0 15 0
26 1} 15 0
30
20 0 30 0
25 0 15 0
20 0 io e

a

a

a
)

f rt
J

a

10 0
a-

15 0
....

a

f" '

a

Or
a

b Witli £1 each additional year until it readies £10.
« No provision.
rtl Also Widows and Orphans donation from £10 to £20, according to len^h of membership.
a‘ Sick pay according to capital of Society. •
Higher contributions if of fhoj ears' inembersiiip and over,
Tf not cured at end of a year, Ga. as long as illness lasts.
Burial Society only, no sick pay given.
<i Child or children, if registered on funeral books, £1 30s. each.^
h Accordinge to age.
g And 2.s. 0d. funeral levies according to term of membership,
/ Members may enter for full or half benefits.
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Ancient Order ol Druids....................................

Member's Member’s Widow of
Member’s Member'^
Members
fil-ht
second
second Member
Member to Sick
first Wife
to Sick and
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Wife to Wife to
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aiifl Funeral Funds. Funeral
to
Funeral
Am
era! Funeral
Funeral
Funds.
Funeral Fund. Fund.
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[jifpeniijc: to Mr, Langley's Evidence,']

Special Report of Committee of the Sovereign Grand Lodge of the I.O.O.F., to whom was referred in
1881 the actuarial position of the Order in America.

.

Sick Benefits.

_ The payment of weekly sick benefits is a fundamental principle of the Order. It was femnded for that purpose
originally; and while it has added (o its operations many other forms of pecuniary, social, and moral benefits, the sick benefit
retains He leading place us one which can, under no circumstances, be omitted. The chief liabilities of a Lodge are for sick
henefils ; tho chief expenditure of the Order is for this purpose. Out. of a total relief expenditure for 18S1 of 51,831,171, no
less than ?1|2G4,784. has gone for the relief of distrersed brothers, aud the greater proportion of this in tho shape of sick benefits.
The liabilities incurred on ar-eount of sick benefits are by no means uncertain. Previous reports of Special Committees
on this subject have provided the Sovereign Grand Lodge with statistics which we hare cverv reason to believe reliable and
with estimates which appear to us in the main correct,. As the average rato of niortalitv can'always be estimated, so can the
rale of sickness. As a turt.lier contribution, however, to tho statistics already collected, vour Committee submit a few tables
giving the experience of some of our jurisdictions. Pennsylvania, with its large membership of nearly 80.000, affords a broad
held lor statistical inquiry, and the reports of its Grand Secretary nlwavs supply valuable information. The following table
shows that the older Lodges have greater liabilities for sickness than the younger;—
TABLE A.

"

Showing experience of Pennsylvania Lodges in 1881, numbered by hundreds.
Lodges numbering from.

■

Weeks' Sickness.

Wo. 1 to No. 100 ..............................
„ 101
200 ..........................................
„ 201
300 ..........................................
„ 301
400 ..........................
„ 401
500 ................................................
„ 501
600 ................................
„ 601
700 .........................................
„ 701
800 .....................................
„ 801
900 .................................... ..
978 ...............................
„ 901

Number of Members.

20,934
13,057
10,465
7,929
6,614
5,856
3,316
2,524
2,192
1,173

Weeks per Meml:ci\

1072

OoD
G jvJ T *
i±J3

The two following tables show the increase in the average of sickness with the growth of the Order; the first hieing (he
average of 1 ennsylvania for tho last nine years; the second the average of the entire Order for the same time ;—
TABLE B.
Showing average of Sickness in Pennsylvania for nine years.

In
In
In
In
In
In
In
In
In

1873 the general average of sickness in weeks for every 100 members was 62’25.
1874
02-91,
1875
07-22.
1876
64-47.
1877
77-39.
1878
80-90.
1879
89-78.
1880
90-78.
1881
95T5.
TABLE C.

Showing rate per Member in decimals of Deaths, of weeks’ Benefits paid, and of widowed Families relieved, from 1873 to 1681.

lYear.

Members,

Weeks’Benefits iiaid.

Average,

Brothers buried.

Average,

Widowed Families
relieved.

Average.

1873
IS/fl
1875
1876
18/7
1878.
1879
I860
JLS&i

414,815
438,701
454,689
456,125
448,019
442,291
440,783
456,942
475,948

115,289
179,479
211,148
£30,398
221,319
£37,709
246,768
251,448
285,081

•2779
■4091
-4667
•5160
-4939
■5368
-5959
■6502
•5989

4,013
3,889
4,543
4,317
4,284
4,381
4,530
4,504
5,055

■0096
‘0098
■0099
-0094
■0095
■0099

5,551
5,977
5,931
5,558
5,991
6,162
s^sao
5,601
6,287

■0134
*0130
•0130

•0102
■0098
■0106

■0121
-0133
•0139

■0120
-0100
•0132

It is sometimes assumed that the increased amount of sickness in older Lodges is due chiefly to the fact that such
.Lodges have a greater variety of members, owing to the length of time they have been in existence, and that the more
unlicalthy members have retained their connections, while the healthier have been dropped ; and that it is not because tho
average of sickness increases with the age of the individual members. It is of no practical consequence what the cause of tho
increased liability may be, so long as it exists; but statistics give clear testimony on this point, Take for illustration the
experience of Maine for 1881, and of Ontario for six months of that year. The number of lives tabulated is not large, but
Jftrgc enough to illustrate the general law that older men are liable to more f?icknes& in any grren year than younger men.
TABLE D.
Aveiuge length of Sickness of Members receiving benefits in Maine in 1881

From
„

21

Ages of Members receiving Benefits.

Number receiving Benefits.

Weeks1 Sickness.

to 30 years................................

178
272

21

41 „ 50 „

,,

.................... ...............
61 „ 60 ......................................................

i,

71 „ 80

„

..............................................

Average per Member.

209
131
57

30

821
715

8

885

48G—M

8,458

9-55

TABLE E.

740
20
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TABLE E.
Average length of Sichncss of Memhora rccciymg Benefita in Ontario, for sis months of 1S81.
Number receiving Ben elite.

Ages of Members receiving Benefits

..

3

053
865
646
230
77
41

418
4'67
5 98
6‘76
7-70
13-66

49G

2,512

5-06

.......................................................

185
108
34

fil .. 70 ..............................................................
71 .. 82 ..............................................................

10

31 .. 40 ..

Average per Member.

’Weeks* Sickness.

After further investigation, and with the advantages of increased experience and more voluminous statistics, your Com
mittee can find no reason for differing from the opinions aud estimates of previous Committees on this subject. The following
conclusions appear to us self-evident, viz.:—That sickness increases with age ; that taking the average, the older the individual
the greater his term of sickness each year, and the older the Lodge the greater its liability for sick benefits ; that the only
safety for a Lodge is in estimating the average expectation of sickness and mortality when fixing its soalo of dues and benefits;
that the ouly fair and equitable system is one winch recognizes the comparative liability incurred by a Lodge on account of
the different ages of its initiates, and which charges each member dues according to his age when admitted. The arguments
bearing on this subject aro fully detailed in tbe report of your Special Committee in 1880 (Journal, p. 8142), and noon not be
repeated lierc. We agree with the opinions therein expressed, that a graded system of dues is the best; hut that when a
Lodge prefers a uniform system of dues, it must estimate its liabilities by basing its calculations on tbe average membership
of a Lodge of mature years, and not on that of a young Lodge.
With a view of gaining, if possible, the experience of older Lodges, your Committee have endeavoured to gather from
the several jurisdictions the statistics of all Lodges not less than thirty-five years old. The returns are only partial, but are
given here so far as received. The sickness reported is below tbe actual experience of individuals, owing to tbe fact that only
the number of weeks for which benefits have been paid are given ; which therefore excludes tho sickness of all brothers under
any form of disability, and in some jurisdictions the first week of every brother’s sickness; while from some localities the
returns are otherwise 'incomplete. Pennsylvania, the largest jurisdiction, gives the most complete returns in regard to sickness.

TABLE F.
|

Statistics for 1881 of Lodges organized prior to January, 1847.
i

Ad
[Jurisdiction.

«lM
XIa>
«E
3

in
1
!>

E
A■p
Z
CJ
3

Q

?

1

i

sto
1

4
i

i

&

Is

I

l

'ii

|

m

o
s
3
S

fee
q
IS
o
s*

05U
i
X
a

ORV
3
ft
^8
afc

3

o
H

ft

a

i£L
'3
8
PS
3o

,

3fee
j 2

a

in

T3ri
V
ft
£
tx
c
'&
s

Belief of Brothers.

Widowed Families
relieved.

1
1

g
Alabama ...........
Arkansas .... ..

s
1,820 50

s

£

s

32

77

5

17

848 36

114

12

36

1

176 60

135 06

15 00

861

60

399

3
7

4 1,755 77

820 00

83 55

70 5,752 OO 1,271 80
14 1,112 50 395 06

3,931 04

352 32

302 13

60S 00

452 70 252 00

1,655

246 1,191 24

56 4,806 00 1,431 25

049 00

050 75

79 60

3,323

430 2,416 38

2,396 37

888 46

94 42 15,401 69 31,535 84 23,368 03 42,258 54

23 1.834

278 1,702 27

100 10,203 75 2,399 09
141 7,100 75 2,637 51

Dist. of Columbia 18, 1,854

Indiana.................

s
167 70

254

8
2
1
10 f

Georgia ............

£

$
169 25

9
171
J

083

312 1,488 82
86

137 35

5

53 07

2,049 19

2,221 72

2,541 57

582 17

907 17

866 35

2,576 06

5,293 44

C,941 16

2,200 09

5,030 20

20,691 11
3,882 97

3,882 27

11,074 S3 12,405 86

199 20

1,250 50 500 09

11,100 05

11,700 50

32 1,247 00

737 OO

7 50

4,23G 25

5,700 GT

i
S8 17,110 1,750 10,936 176
16 1,025
61 185 11

12 16,809 B0 1,545 00

352 00

413 40,046 55 7,742 07

4,008 57

409 00

219 39

116 67

New Jersey.......

40 5,124

coo 5,804 69

46 22,294 04 5,652 59

657 12

988 13

Ohio ................

75 8,234

9S5 7,222 125

140 29,769 89 ! 4,842 07

2,781 65

643 00

00 00

659 75

22 8,342 5C

992 40 j

.......
S4 70

54
ft.HCT
Massachusetts....

* 376
Pennsylvania . .. 235 31,059
Kb ode Island .... 10 1,949
178
South Carolina --

Ontario ...............

231

13

335 4,296 44

43

220

3

ii

39,424
167 2,068

20

IS

13C

10

........

18

694

M

47E

28

36£

2
c

West Virginia.»
Wisconsin..........

11

793

169

esc

1C

S

902

79

29£

5

Tennessee

14

6

404 0C

300

mi

250 00

0,124 01 24,830 S3 27,704 18 33,704 63
5,043 72 29S 00

70,409 85

15 00

....

730 59 146 59
80 06

940 46

1,205 00

165 0C

55 00

52 76

9 25

1SS 30

48 00

24 60

1,056 33

2,323 85

3,770 84

8,069 32 20,201 01 16,028 27 25,979 61
1,634 60

2,059 82

4,975 1L 11,400 52

4,532 75 10,130 05

600 00

210 00 517 05

G 2,342 36 1,983 K

55o 83,121 5,849 79,902 65; 1,191
1

7,264 58

1,282 79 180 18 34,004 78 73,451 71

3,748 85
.......

235 01
1
158,463 njsS,Q56 34

4,592 14

63,118 94

446 0C

625 00

4,766 45
29,891 88

C9 2,469 50

n

57,138 91 120,117 39 149,120 77
2,S03 50

3,107 12
........
3,280 90

4,397 4C

583 00 12,190 19
5,179 20

5,179 20

22,127 1C 12,030 S3 S,461 511 83,775 6C j-2S9,021 22 221,613 33 601,104 08

Table F utters a warning to some jurisdictions, for in no less than four the expenditures exceed the receipts, while in
others the balance in favour of the Lodges is very small.
The following averages of the statistics in table are not, of course, calculated for the entire 83,000 members, but only
for the number of members in the Lodges reporting each particular item.
TABLE a
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TABLE a.
Aterage per member in Lodges over tliirtj-five joars old.

"Week’s sickness for member .................................... .....................................
'961
Week’s sickness of sick members .................................................................. 6'920
Deaths for 100 members.............................. ................................. ................. l-273
Widow families relieved per 100 members ..................................... ............. 2-314
Belief of brothers per member.................................................... ..................
$3 14
Burying dead...... ....................................
64
Belief of widows...........................................................................................
43
Special relief..........................................................................
23
Education.,.................................
04 4—5
Belief for members.............................. ..........................................................
4 48 4^-5
Working eipenses............................................................................................
3 77
Beceipts per dues and fees ..............................................................................
6 85
Total receipts ......... .......................................................................................
$9 73
The ratio of Dues and Benefits.
Erom the data already supplied there need be no difficulty in estimating the probable liabilities of a Lodge, and thus
filing a just rate of dues and benefits. The estimates submitted by your Committee in 1880 appear to be correct^ eseept in
the matter of widows’ annuities and working expenses, which are placed too low'. Careful consideration convinces us that the
widows’ annuity and the benefits paid on the death of a brother’s wife are unwise expenditures when they take the form of a
fixed benefit. Wc exclude them, therefore, from onr estimate, and place the benefits at the average maximum paid in the
majority of jurisdictions, vis., $4 weekly benefit; $40 funeral benefit. Assuming that the Lodge is composed of members at
the age of twenty-one, the liabilities will be as follows :—
Half-a-week’s sick benefit........................................ ................................................ $2 00
Duneral benefit .........................................................................................................
50
Special relief....................................................................................... .....................
35
Maintenance and reserve .........................................................................................
3 15

$6 00
This is the smallest sum that shoidd be paid by a member at the age of twenty-one to secure a weekly benefit of $4, a
funeral benefit of $40, and his share of special relief ; as well as to provide his quota towards working expenses, maintenance,
and that reserve or surplus which a Lodge should always seek to accumulate. But it would be altogether too small a sum
for those of advanced years. For a Lodge that desires to charge its members dues in proportion to the liability incurred on
account of each individual, it will be necessary to adopt the system of dues graded Recording to age at admission, and for that
purpose, the table of dues recommended by your Committee in 1880, and appended to this report (Table H) is again
recommended as approximately just and safe, as stated in the report, page 8450. “This table is calculated on the simple
basis of equality of payments during the expected term of life, and is arranged so as to allow quarterly payments without
fractions. Of course this does not fully equalize the brothers, because the amount of sick benefits received increase with
ago ; and therefore the younger still pays more in proportion to what he receives hack than the older. It is, however, not
unfair for the pecuniary burden to be somewhat heavier on the younger, because be will be a member of the Society for a
longer period, and will receive for a greater length of time the moral, social, fraternal, and charitable advantages pertaining
to it.”
_
When the Lodge, however, prefers charging a uniform rate for all ages, it would be manifestly unsafe to take the
estimate based on a membership at the age of twenty-one years, or even at the average age of membership of a young Lodge.
It will be necessary to look far enough into the future, and estimate the liabilities of a Lodge of mature ago—say thirty-five
years. The statistics in Table F will be serviceable here, taken in connection with the expectation of sickness and deatlvof
the average of members of old Lodges.
One week’s benefits (an under-estimate) ............................................................... $4 00
Funeral benefit......................................................................................................... 1 00
Special relief........................................... ........................................................ ........
50
Working expenses and maintenance ......................................... ............................. 2 50

$8 00
This is the.most liberal allowance of benefits possible, viz., at the rate of $4 weekly benefit, and $40 funeral benefit for
yearly dues. If the Lodge proposes paying widows annuities in addition, it may safely calculate that it will need just
about as much to meet that one liability alone as for sick benefits, and should make a proportionate increase in dues.
$8

TABLE H.
Showing Expectation of Life and Sickness, with Dues graded according to ago at admission.

Age.

21
22

23
- 24
25
26
27
28
29
30
' 31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

Expectation Of
Expectation of Sickness for
of Life-Years that year— Yearly Rate.
and decimals. Weeks and
decimals,

41'5
40'8
40-2
39-5
38-8
38-2
374
36-7
36'
353
34-6
33-9
33‘2
32-5
31‘8
31'1
30-3
29-6
28-9
28'2

■450
■455
•460
■465
•470
•470
■483
•491
•499
•509
•520
•532
•545
■560
■578
■599
-624
•653

$6 00
6 12
6
6
6
6

24
36
44
56

6 68

•686

80
6 96
7 08
7 24
7 40
7 66
7 72
7 88
8 04
8 24
8 44
8 64

•723

8 88

6

Quarter's
Dues.

$i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i

i
i
j

50
53
56
59
61
64
67
70
74
77
81
85
89
93
97

■

2 01
2

06

2 11
2

16

2 22

,

Age.

41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
60
61
52
53
64
55
56
57
58
59
60

Expectation of
Expectation of Sickness for
Life—Years that year— Yearly Rate,
and decimals. Weeks and
decimals.

27-4
26-7
26‘
25-3
24-5
23:8
231
22-4
21'6

20-9
20-2

19-5
18-8
1ST
17-4
167
1615-4
14-7
14T

.

-763
•803
■843
■885
■930
■980
1-035
1-095
1-166
1-230
1308
1-396
1-494
1-604
1-730
1-875
2D40
2-230
2'450
2-700

9
9
9
9
10
10
10

12
36
60
92
24
52
84

Quarter's
Dues.

2

2
2
2
2
2
2

11 20

2

11
11
12
12
13
13
14
14
15
16
17
17

2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4

56
96
36
84
28
80
36
96
60
20

00
80

28
34
40
48
56
63
71
80
89
99
09
21
32
45
59
74
90
05
25
45

Special

'742
28
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Special Funds.
Wdiile tlie estimates previously given are calculated, as they must be, for the average membership, it will sometimes^
happen that they will be lUiidecpirite to meet the liabilities of individual Lodges. 1'rom cxtmrogance in the management of a
Lodge, or on account of extraordinary demands upon It o\nng to sickness or distress among its members above tbe average,
me treasury or the Lodge may be exhausted, even though the dues and benefits are within the limits recommended. Probably
the best remedy for this condition of affairs is in the Lodge keeping its funds for special purposes separate from each other,
rhero should be at least three distinct funds, viz., a Benefit Fund, from which should be paid sick and funeral benefits ; a
Itchef or Charity Fund, from which should be paid everything for special relief, aid to widows and orphans, &c. ; and nManagement Fund, from which should bo paid the expenses connected with tbe maintenance of the Lodge, These funds
should be kept distinct from each other, and if one of them becomes exhausted from any cause, instead o? drawing on the
other funds, assessments should be made on the members.
*
b
^tlc consideration will show the advantage of this coarse, wlran there is plenty of money in the treasury and few
claims for benefits. There is a temptation to extravagant expenditure for costlv regalia, furnishings, &c., and the Lodge thus
applies for working expenses more than it should, to the disadvantage of its benefit operations in the future. But if the funds
were kept separate, the members would be able to realize the fact that even if there was little going out for benefits, therecould be no more left for expenses. The Benefit Fund would be growing against the day of need; the Management Fund
would not be any larger; and the same result would follow in regard to special relief or charity. The Lodge should never*
allow its generosity to give away the money which has been paid into its treasury for benefits; and there is that danger some
times when the treasury is full. If the Lodge funds are kept distinct, there will be no more spent for management or for
chanty than the funds for these purposes will allow ; and if, from special circumstances, there are extraordiuary claims forbenefits, the Lodge, instead of taking the money which it will need for its expenses and its charity, will have to reduce itsbenefits or replenish its Benefit Fund by assessments or otherwise.
In fixing the proportion of receipts to be applied to tho different funds, the simpler the operation can be made thebettcr. Assuming that Lodge charges dues and pays benefits according to the rates recommended, $2 from the dues should
go to the Management Fund, three-fourths of the remainder to the Benefit Fund, and onc-fourth to the Belief Fund ;
admission and degree fees to the Management Fund.

&

Sydney : Thomas Richards, Government Printer.- 1&S2.
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1883.
EXTRACTS EROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Votes No. 24.

Wednesday, 28 Febeuaey, 1888.

6. Aibtjey &as Comtany’s Bill (Formal Motion) ■—Mr. Cameron, for Mr. Day, moved, pursuant to
Notice,—
(1.) That the Albury Q-ae Company’s Bill he referred to a Select Committee for inquiry and
report, with power to send for persons and papers.
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Poole, Mr. Cass, Mr. Levin, Mr. Lyne, Dr. Boss, Mr.
Barbour, Mr. Moses, Mr. Burns, Mr, Coonan, and the Mover.
Question put and passed.

Votes No. 25.

Thursday, 1 March, 1888.

9. Adburv Gas Coni'any’s Bill :—Mr. Day (&y consent) moved, without Notice, That tho Beport from
the Select Committee of Session 1882 on “Albury Gas Company's Bill,” together with the Minutes
of Proceedings and Evidence, be referred to the Select Committee now sitting on the Bill.Question put and passed.

Votes No. 27.

Tuesday, 6 March, 1883.

2. Albury Gas Company's Bill :—Mr. Day, as Chairman, brought up the Beport from, and laid upon
the Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before, the Select Committee for
whose consideration and report this Bill was referred on 28th February, 1883 ; together with a
copy of the Bill as agreed to by the Committee.
Ordered to be printed.
****#*####
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1883.
ALBURY GAS COMPANY’S BILL.

EEPOET.

of the Legislative Assembly, for whose inquiry and report
was referred, on the 28th February, 1883,—“ the Albwry Gas Company's
Bill,"—beg to report to your Honorable House:—

The Select Committee

That they have examined the witness* named in the margin (whose
evidence will be found appended hereto) ; and that the Preamble having been
satisfactorily proved to your Committee, they proceeded to consider the several
Clauses and the Schedule of the Bill, in which it was not deemed necessary to make
any amendment.
Your Committee now beg to lay before your Honorable House the Bill with
out amendment.
GEORGE DAY,
Chairman.
No. 3 Committee Room,
Sydmy, Qth March, 1883.

*

George Day,
Esq,* M.F,
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PROCEEDINGS OE THE COMMITTEE.
TUESDAY, 6 MARGE, 1883.

MfcMJiEltS PRESENT:—
Mr. Day,
Jir, Burns,
Mr. Moses,
Dr. Boss.
Mr. Day called to the Chair. p
■Sntri? lr0m
M<fnd ^™cee,dings- appointing the Committee, and referring Beport from Select
Committee of Session 1882, read by the Clerk.
&
i
u
u
,,
copies of the Bill referred, and of the Beport from the Select Committee of Session 1882,
together with the original Petition to introduce the Bill, before the Committee.
George -Day, lisq.j a Member of tbe Committee, sworn and examined in his place
Hoorn cleared.
1
Preamble considered.
Question, “ That this Preamble stand part of the Bill,"—put and passed
Clauses 1 to 24 read and agreed to.
Schedule read and agreed to.
Title read and agreed to.
Chairman to report tho Bill to the House.
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE
.

TAZVT BTFOM

THE

SELECT .COMMITTEE

OS THE

ALBURY GAS COMPANY’S BILL.

TUESDAY,

6

MARCH,

18S3.

present •—

Ma. BURNS,
Mb. DAY,

GEORGE DAY,

Mb. MOSES,
De, ROSS.
Esq., in the Chaib.

George Day, Esq., Chairman of the Committee, examined in his place
o
n*irl ^0U ’"’^e^hai™an of the Committee on a Bill similar to this last Session ? Yes
n ^
v
tindibv'thiecr0
C°nTfctee su^tan^a,1y the same Bill as the Bill which was considered and
Mp
iirthe Bil^of kst SeTsTon ’ “ ^
t0 the H°Uae ? TeS’1 bcliev0 ll: is substantially the same Bill
LdLg“nti'futai!di5?!e?2edt0the H°U8e y°U ^ 110tiCe °f y°Ur “tenfcion to move the second6^" 1883'
BirwuV+U a™'0 WnS dXS°1Jved bJcfdrC ^ HtaSe was reached ? Yes; it was down for second reading on
the day the Government sustained the defeat which led to the dissolution.
g
attached to the^S™ AJ^V’T
.^eir consent to this BiU P Yes, as shown hy a document
Mr Geoie ThoSJ
f ^ ^
^ BiU’1and beari^ the siS™ture of the Mayor,
f-T' n,
® Thorold, and the seal of the Conned. I also produce, as an exhibit, a certificate signed by
f‘miwS^;”7^i.feC‘ th*tM“ “">• S"
(L“M>’s incorporated Td i. I

Sydney: Thomas Richards,
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Oovemment Printer.—1883.
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1883.

EXTRACTS EROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OE THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Votes No.
7.

14.

10.

81

Janttaby,

1883.

Austbaltan Gaslight Company's Bill

{Formal Motion) •.—Mr. Burns moved, pursuant to Notice,—
(1.) That the Australian Gaslight Company’s Bill be referred to a Select Committee for inquiry
and report, with power to send for persons and papers.
(
_
_
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Poole, Dr. Boss, Mr. Griffiths, Mr. Harris, Mr. Tighe,
Mr. Premlin, Mr. Tooth, Mr. Humphery, Mr. Day, and the Mover.
Question put and passed.

Australian Gaslight Company’s Bill ;—Mr.

Burns (by consent) moved, without Notice, That the
Report from the Select Committee of Session 1881, on “ Australian Gaslight Company’s Bill,”
together with the Minutes of Proceedings and Evidence, he referred to the Select Committee now
sitting on the Bill.
Question put and passed.
,'

Votes No.
G.

Wednesday,

25.

Thursday,

1

March,

1883.

Australian Gaslight Company’s Bill:—Mr.

Bums, as Chairman, brought up the Beport from,
and laid upon the Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before, the Select Com
mittee for whose consideration and report this Bill was referred on 31et January, 1883 ; together
with a copy of the Bill as amended and agreed to by the Committee.
Ordered to be printed.
•
***#**#•*
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1883.

AUSTRALIAN GASLIGHT COMPANY’S BILL.

REPORT.

The Select Committee of tlie Legislative Assembly, for whose inquiry and report
was referred, on the 31st January, 1883,—“ the Australian G-aslight Qowpany's

Bill” and to whom was referred, on the same date, “ the Beport from the Select
Committee of Session 1881,”—beg to report to your Honorable House:—
That they have examined the witness* named in the margin (whose * ™i‘mEJoh"'
evidence will he found appended hereto); and that the Preamble having been
satisfactorily proved to your Committee, they proceeded to consider the several
Clauses of the Bill, in which it was deemed necessary to make certain amendments.
Your Committee now beg to lay before your Honorable House the Bill as
amended by them.
J. P. BURNS,
Chairman.

No. 3 Committee Boom,
Sydney, 28rfA February, 1883.

752
4

’

PROCEEDINGS OE THE COMMITTEE.
WEDNESDAY, 7 FEBRUARY, 18S3.

Members Present :—
Mr. Burns,
Mr. Tighe,
Mr. Griffiths,

Mr. Poole,
Dr. Ross,
Mr. Tooth,

Mr. Day.
Mr. Bums called to the Chair.
Entries from Votes and Proceedings, appointing the Committee, and referring Report from Select
Committee of Session 1881, read by tlie Clerk.
_
Printed copies of the Bill referred, and of the Report from the Select Committee of 1881, together
with original Petition to introduce the Bill, before the Committee.
Present:—Arthur M. Allen, Esq. (Solicitorfor the BiU).
William Johnston, Esq. (Secretari/ to the Australian Gaslight Qompanf), called in, sworn, and
examined.
‘
Witness produced Minute Book of the Company,
Room cleared.
Committee deliberated.
[Adjourned to Wednesday next, at Three o’clock.]

WEDNESDAY, 14 FEBRUARY, 1883.

Members Present
Mr. Bums in the Chair.
Mr. Griffiths,
Mr. Day,
Mr. Eremlin,
Mr. Tooth,
*
Dr, Ross,
Mr. Poole,
Mr. Tighe.
Preamble considered.
Question,—“ That this Preamble stand part of the Bill,”—put and passed.
Committee deliberated.
[Adjourned to Wednesday next, at Three o’clock.]

WEDNESDAY, 21 FEBRUARY, 1883.

Membees Pbesent L—

*5ee Schedule of
Amendments,

Mr. Burns in the Chair.
Mr. Poole,
Mr, Tooth,
Dr. Ross,
Mr. Humphery,
Mr. Day,
Clause 1 read, amended*, and agreed to.
Clauses 2 to 15 read and agreed to.
Committee deliberated.
[Adjourned to Wednesday next, at Three o’clock.]

WEDNESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY, 1883.

Members Present :—

* See Schedule of
Amendments.

Mr. Burns in the Chair.
Mr. Poole,
Mr, Day,
Mr. Griffiths, .
Dr. Ross.
New* clause, to stand as clause 5, read and agreed to.
Title road and agreed to.
Chairman to report the Bill, with amendments, to the House.

SCHEDULE OE AMENDMENTS.
Page 1, clause 1, line 11. Omit “ (in addition to the snm or sums which they are now authorized to
raise) such further sum or sums by way of capital or joint stock as the said Company may
think requisite”; insert “ a further sum or sums increasing the capital (including that whicn
the Company are now authorized to raise) to a sum not exceeding in the whole the sum of
eight hundred and fifty thousand pounds,”
Page 2. Insert the following new clause to stand clause 5 :—
“ 5. Nothing contained in this Act or in any of the said Company’s Priyate Acts heretofore passed
hy the Legislature shall prevent the said Company being brought under the provisions of
any general Act which may he passed by tho Parliament of New South Wales applying
equally to Companies engaged in the manufacture of Gas in tho said Colony with reference
to the manufacture and sale of Gas nor entitle the said Company to compensation from the
public revenue hy reason of the provisions of such general Act for the purpose aforesaid
being made applicable to and binding upon the said Company.”
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TAXSN BVK>n

THE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON THE

AUSTRALIAN GASLIGHT COMPANY’S BILL.
WEDNESDAY, 7 FEBRUARY, 1883.

present
Me. litTHNS,
Me. DAY,
Me GRIFFITHS,

Me. POOLE,
Dr. ROSS,
Mr. TIGHE,

Me. TOOTH.

J. E. BURNS, Esq.,

in the

Chair.

Arthur M. Allen, Esq., appeared as Solicitor for the Bill.
William Johnston, Esq., called in and examined :—
1. Mr, Allen.} You are Secretary of the Australian Gaslight Company ? Yes.
W. Johnston,
2. You have read the Bill before the Committee ? Yes.
Esq.
3. And are acquainted with its provisions 1 Yes.
7 Feb., 1883.
4. Have they been approved by the Company at a general meeting 1 Yes.
5. Will you read the resolution 1 The Bill was approved by a general meeting of proprietors, held on
Monday, 27th November, 1882.
At that meeting the Secretary read the new Bill, whereupon the
following resolution was passed :—“ Moved by the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Poolman, That this meeting
approves of the action taken by the Directors in making application to Parliament for an Act granting the
powers expressed in the Bill now read, viz., to increase the capital of the Company, to limit the liability of
the shareholders, to raise money by debentures or otherwise, and to extend the powers of the Company to
purchase and hold real property.”
6. The Company are desirous that this Bill should passl Yes.
7. What is the present capital of the Company 1 £300,000.
8. Is it all expended i All expended.
9. Will it be necessary very shortly to erect new works in order to meet the present demand for gas and
the demand that is increasing now f Yes, within the next three years we shall have to expend between
fifty and sixty thousand pounds.
10. Is the demand for gas increasing very much 1 Very much.
11. Do new districts apply for it i Botli new and old districts in Sydney and the different suburbs.
12. Is the demand increasing along the present lines of main'l Yes.
13. Have you had to refuse to supply any place lately 1 We have not refused to do it, but the supply has
to remain in abeyance until we can get this Bill passed.
14. You cannot supply the gas because you are not able to put down the mains 1 Just so.
15. What district was that 1 Leichhardt.
16. Then you say more capital is absolutely necessary to carry on the business of the CompanyJ Yes.
17. And one of the objects of the Bill is to increase the capital? Yes.
18. Does the Company desire to limit its liability ? Yes.
19. To what extent 1 To as much again as the paid-up capital.
20.
112—B
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W. Johnston, 20, That is the same as in Banks and other Companies ? Yes.
Esq.
21. But this limitation will not in any way affect existing liabilities? No, not in any way.
The Company also desires to obtain power to borrow money? Yes.
7 Feb., 1883. 03'
What is the reason of that i The Directors wish to give the creditors of the Company proper security
in the shape of mortgage debentures.
24. They have already borrowed a large sum ? Yes.
25. And will be putting their creditors in a better position by giving them debentures? Yes.
26. It is cheaper, I believe, to work on some borrowed capital? Yes; had it not been for borrowed capital
we should not have been able to meet the requirements of the public.
27. You would not have been able to carry out all the works and supply all the demand unless you had
borrowed money ? No, wc should not have had sufficient capital.
28. The borrowing power given by this Bill is limited to one-half the paid-up capital of the Company? Yes.
29. The money cannot be borrowed without the consent of the shareholders? No.
30. With reference to the power to hold land : under your present Act you are only entitled to hold
10 acres ? Yes.
31. And that is not sufficient for your present works, and you must have more land if you are to go on
supplying the demand for gas? Yes,
32. Mr. Tiyhe.] Supposing this Bill is passed, would there be any objection to add the word “limited” to
the name of the Company, so that all the world might know the class of security offered them ? Certainly
not. There could be no objection to put in the word “limited,” if it was a limited Company.
33. If this Bill passes, the Company will still be responsible to the full extent of the means of its share
holders for any debts incurred prior to its passing, but immediately it has passed its liability will be limited
with regard to new debt; now, would it not bo unfair to people in England who may be supplying the
Company with goods, to bring them immediately under the operation of the new Act as to limited liability,
when they would have no opportunity of knowing that such a change had been made ? That could be
provided for.
34. C/tairman.] Would there be any objection to postpone the operation of the clause limiting the share
holders’ liability until every one could have notice of it ? There would be no objection to that.
35. Dr. A’oss.] Could you inform the Committee how much more money it would take to extend the supply
of gas to the outside districts, which you say require it, but cannot be supplied at present. For instance,
you spoke of Leichhai-dt—how much would it require to extend the supply to Leichhardt? About three
or four hundred pounds.
36. How much would it take to purchase the land you require ? That depends upon where we have to buy
it. If we have to buy land at Darling Harbour it will cost a good deal, but in the suburbs it will cost less.
But we have estimated that the necessary additions to our plant during the next three years, commencing
the work immediately, will cost between £50,000 and ,£00,000, to meet present and future demands for gas
in the city and suburbs.
37. Mr. Poole.] If I understand you rightly, that will be required principally for the suburbs ? To meet
the general increase in the demand for gas both in the city and suburbs.
38. I do not see any clause here limiting the amount of capital: you ask that the limitation in your
present Act should be swept away with respect to capital and land, and that no limit should be placed upon
your operations for the future,—is not that substantially the case ? Yes, there is no limit imposed in this
Bill.
39. I do not see any clause either in your present Act or in this Bill binding you to supply gas to any one,
even when the capital is increased ? No, 1 do not think we are bound to supply it—not on demand ; we
are not bound to supply it.
40. Neither are you bound to supply gas of any particular quality ? No ; only that it must be better than
the light supplied by an oil-lamp.
41. Could you define, for the information of the Committee, what kind of light you would get from an oil
lamp ? It all depends upon the kind of oil and the kind of lamp I presume.
'
42. Therefore this clause in the old Act amounts to nothing, because there is no definition of the strength of
the light to be given from this oil-lamp ? There is no definition.
43. It might be an oil-lamp of the strength of an Argand burner at one of our light-houses, or it might be
an oil-lamp with a single strand of worsted or cotton? Yes.
44. My object is to ask you if you consider you are bound to give a light of any particular degree of illumi
nating power in accordance with your Act ? No; but I tliink what was meant was an ordinary domestic
oildamp giving three or four candle power, and very poor gas would give considerably more than that.
45. There is nothing in this Bill to bind you to supply gas of any better quality than under the old Act ?
No.

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer—1883.
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1883.

EXTRACTS EROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OE THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Votes No. 40.

Peiday, 30 Maech, 1883.

3. Cohen’s Estate Bill {^i'onnal Mbtiori):—Mr. Burns moved, pursuant to Notice,—
(1.) That Cohen’s Estate Bill be referred to a Select Committee for inquiry and report, with power
to send for persons and papers.
(2.) That such Committee consist of Sir "VVigram Allen, Mr, Griffiths, Mr. Poole, Mr. Tighe,
Mr. Moses, Mr, George Campbell, Dr. Boss, Mr. Brunker, and the Mover.
Question put and passed.

Votes No. 42.

2.

IVednesday, 4 Apbil, 1883.

Estate Bill:—Mr. Burns, as Chairman, brought up the Eeport from, and laid upon the
Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before, the Select Committee for whose
consideration and report this Bill was referred on 30th March, 1883; together with a copy of the
Bill as agreed to by the Committee.
Ordered to bo printed.

Cohen’s
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COHEN’S ESTATE BILL.

REPORT.

of the Legislative Assembly, for whose inquiry and report
was referred, on the 30th March, 1883,—“ Cohen'1 s Estate JHU,"—beg to report
to your Honorable House:—

The Select Committee

That they have examined the witnesses named in the List* (whoso *Sce List, page 4,
evidence will he found appended hereto); and that the Preamble having been
satisfactorily proved to your Committee, they proceeded to consider the several
Clauses and the Schedule of the Bill, in which it was not deemed necessary to make
any amendment.
The Committee now beg to lay before your Honorable House the Bill without
amendment.
J. F. BURNS,
Chairman.
No. 3 Committee Moom,
Sydney, Mb, April, 1883.
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PROCEEDINGS OE THE COMMITTEE.

WEDNESDAY, 4. APRIL, 188a,

Memiiehs Pbesent :—
Mr. Burns,
Mr. Moses,

Mr. Tighe,
Mr. Griffiths.

Mr. Bums called to the Chair.
Entry from Totes and Proceedings, appointing the Committee, read by the Cleric.
Printed copies of the Bill referred, together with original Petition to introduce the same, before
the Committee.
Present:—L. Bussell Jones, Esq. {Solicitorfor the Bill).
L. Bussell Jones, Esq., sworn and eiamined.
_
Witness produced the Will of Michael Cohen, and the Deeds referred to in the Preamble,
and supplied copy of the said Will.
Mrs. Priscilla Cohen called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
George Pile, Esq. (Auctioneer and Land Valuator) called in, sworn, and examined.
Boom cleared.
Preamble considered.
Question,—“That this Preamble stand part of the Bill,1’—put and passed.
Solicitor called in and informed.
Clauses 1 to 4 read and agreed to.
Schedule read and agreed to.
Title read and agreed to.
Chairman to report the Bill, without amendment, to the House.

LIST OF WITNESSES.
rxoB,
Cohen, Mrs. Priscilla..................................................................................
Jones, L. Bussell, Esq........................................................................................
Pile, George, Eeq....................................

6
5
<5
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APRIL,

1883.

Mm. BURNS,
Mm. MOSES,
Mm. GRIFFITHS,
Mm. TIGHE.
J. E. BURNS, Esq., in the Chair.
Llewellyn Charles Russell Jones, Esq., called in and examined :—
I. Chairman^] You are a member of the firm of Daintrey & Jones, who are Solicitors for the trustees of L.C.R. Jones,
the estate of the late Michael Cohen ? Yes.
'
Esq.
J. IVill you explain what is the object of the trustees in applying to Parliament for this Bill? The
object is to enable the trustees to sell certain land in Park and Castlereagh Streets, Sydney, described in ^ April, 1883.
tbe Scbedule to the Bill, and to make provision for the investment of the proceeds, no power of sale
having been given in the will.
3. "Will you state in what way this power of sale will he beneficial to tbe estate ? It is a valuable corner,
and it is now let at a comparatively nominal rent. The place is in very bad repair—in fact it is a mere
shell. If the property is sold now it will bring a large price,- and the money invested in the manner
proposed by the Bill will be much more beneficial both for Mrs. Cohen and. her children who arc
interested in the will.
■
4. Have the trustees any funds at their disposal to enable them to put up proper buildings on the land,
or to keep the existing buildings in repair ? No funds whatever.
5. Of what docs the estate consist ? ^ The first portion of the estate was sold under an Act passed in
18/8, the provisions of which were similar to those in this Bill. The rents of the property referred to in
the present Bill only amount to £5 a week.
6. Flow many children are there in the family ? Eight,
i, Is it the opinion of the trustees that if they had power to sell this property and invest the proceeds as
proposed in the Bill it would be better for the estate generally than to retain the property and take the
present rents ? Yes, they believe it will double the present income. The building at present on the land
is likely to he condemned shortly; it is a perfect shell, and cracked everywhere.
8. Have the trustees considered whetliev it is advisable to let the property on a long lease? Yes, thev
have considered that, and they do not think the return would ho sufficient.
*
8. In their opinion it would lie much better to sell the property and invest the proceeds ? Yes.
10. Are the parties interested in the properly all agreeable ? Yes.
11. Have you heard of any opposition to the Bill ? None whatever.
12. Mr. Eighth] Arc the children all grown up? Yes, all of age.
13. And they all know of this and are satisfied ? Yes.
14. Mr. Moses.] How is the property left under the will? A certain portion of the income is to beallowed to the widow, and the balance to be invested for the children’s benefit. The widow is never to
have less than £4 a week, and the property is only let for £5 a week.
15. Qhairmm.] Do you produce the papers in the ease? I produce the will, the title-deeds, and the
appointment of new trustees (produced). I may mention that the preamble is similar to the preamble of
Conen’fl Estate Act of 1873, and all the deeds were produced thou.
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Mrs, Priscilla Colien examined:—■
Mrs. Priscilla 10, Chairman.'] Ton are the widow of tlie late Michael Cohen, of Park and Castlereagh Streets ?
Cohen.
jy Ton have heard the evidence given by Mr. Jones with respect to this Bill ? Tes.

Tes,

Do you concur in that evidence ? Tes.
Is it your desire and the desire of your family that the property referred to should be sold and the
proceeds invested for the benefit of yourself and family ? Tes.
20. Do you think it better for all interested in the estate that this course should be taken ? I thiuk so.
21. Ton will get a better return by the sale and investment than you do at present? Very much better.
22. Have you considered whether it might not be better to lease the property for a long period? I do
not tbink it would.
23. It seems to you that the best course is to soil as proposed in this Bill and invest tbo proceeds ? Tes.
24. Are your family all quite agreed as to tbe propriety of applying for this Bill ? Tes.
25. There is no dissension among them about it, of any hind ? No.
26. Most of your family are grown up ? Tes, they are all of age; the youngest was 22 last month.

4 April, 1883. Jg

George Pile, Esq., called in and examined:—
Q-. Pile,
27. Chairman.] Ton are an auctioneer and valuator of property in this city ? Tes.
Esq.
28. Of the firm of Mills & Pile? Tes.
.Do you know the property referred to in this Bill, belonging to the estate of the late Michael Cohen?

4 April, 1883. J (J0

30._Do you know- tbe amount of rent received from tbe property at the present time ? £5 a week, I
believe.
‘
31. Do you think the locality is of such a character that a better class of building should be erected
there? Certainly. I do not tbink such buildings as those now upon it should be allowed in such a
position.
32. Is it your opinion that if the property were brought into tbe market at the present time it would sell
advantageously? It is.
’
33. How much, in your opinion, would the property realize ? I should think it -would bring £150 a foot
at least, selling by the Castlereagh-street frontage. I believe it would bring £12,000.
34. Do you tbink it better for the estate that tbe property should be sold and the proceeds invested,
than to make any attempt to induce others to tako tbe land on a long lease and build ? I should sell, if
it were mine.
35. Mr. Jones.] Prom a calculation you have made, you believe the income woo Id be doubled if the land
were sold ? Tes. . I tliink the expense of keeping such a place in repair would absorb an enormous pro
portion of the rents. One of tbe buildings, if a south-east gale came on, would very likely be condemned
immediately.
36. It is in a very bad state of repair ? Tes.

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1S8S.
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EXTRACTS EROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OE THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Votes No. 30.
7.

Petdat, 9 Maech, 1883.

Barnsha'w’s Estate Bill (Formal Motion) :—Sir Wigram Allen moved, pursuant to Notice,
(1.) That Earnshaw’s Estate Bill be referred to a. Select Committee for consideration and report,
with power to send for persons and papers.
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Burns, Mr. George Campbell, Mr. Pleteher, Mr. Garrard,
Mr. Gibbcs, Mr. Humphery, Mr. Hutchinson, Mr. Moses, Mr. Wilson, and the Mover.
Question put and passed.

Votes No. 34'.
2.

Fetday, 16 March, 1883.

Eaukshaw's Estate Bill :—Sir Wigram Allen, as Chairman, brought up the Beport from, and laid
upon the Table the Miuutes of Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before, tbe Select Committee
for whose consideration this Bill was referred on 9th March, 1883; together with a copy of the
Bill as amended and agreed to by the Committee.
Ordered to be printed.
**********
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EABNSHAW’S ESTATE BILL.

KEPOET.

The Select Committee

of the Legislative Assembly for whose consideration and

report was referred, on 9th March, 1883,—“ Earmhaw's Estate
report to your Honorable House:—

to

.

That they have examined the witness* named in the margin (whose •Mr. Ambros*
evidence will be found appended hereto); and that the Preamble having been satis
factorily proved to your Committee, they proceeded to consider the several clauses
and the Schedule of the Bill, in which it was deemed necessary to make certain
amendments.
Your Committee now beg to lay before your Honorable House the Bill as
amended by them.
G. WIGRAM ALLEN,
Chairman,

No. 3 Committee Boom,
Sydney, Ihth March, 1883.
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TRUESDJY, 15 MARCH, 1883.
Memers Present :—

Sir Wigram Alien,
Mr. Hutnpheiy,
Mr, George Campbell,
Mr. Bums,
Mr. Wilson,
Mr. Garrard,
Mr. Gibbcs.
Sir Wigram Allen called to the Chair.
Entry from Votes and Proceedings, appointing the Committee, read by the Clerk.
Printed copies of the Bill referred, together with original Petition to introduce the same, before
the Committee.
Present:—Arthur M. Allen, Esq. (Solicitorfor the Rill).
Mr. Ambrose Thornley called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness produced Probate of the Will of the late Ono Earnshaw, and supplied a copy of the same.
Witness also produced certificates of the deaths of Ono Earnshaw, Mary Poyntz, Martha Earnshaw,
and Ai Earnshaw, also the certificate of marriage of Ai Earnshaw with Martha Earnshaw.
Room cleared.
Preamble considered.
Question,—“ That this Preamble stand part of the Bill,”—put and passed.
Solicitor called in and informed.
Clause 1 read, amended,* and agreed to.
* See Schedule
of Amendments
Clauses 2 to 8 read and agreed to.
Schedule read, amended,* and agreed to.
Title read, amended,* and agreed to.
Chairman to report the Bill, with amendments, to the House.

^
Page 1, Title, line 4.

SCHEDULE OE AMENDMENTS.
Omit "land at Melham at Huddersfield in the county of York in England

also”
Page 3, Clause 1, line 30. Insert “ or any part or parts thereof” after “ hereto”
Page 9, Schedule, line 27. Omit “ And also all the land and hereditaments situated at Melham
near Huddersfield in the county of York in that part of the United Kingdom called England comprised
in and released by a certain indenture of release recited in the hereinbefore recited codicil to the Will of
the said Ono Earnshaw which release bears date the fourteenth day of July one thousand eight hundred
and sixty-four and is made between the said Ai Earnshaw of the one part and the said Ono Earnshaw
of the other part”

Legislative Assembly.

NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

MINUTES OF ETIDENCE
UON BBTOBB

THE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON

BARNSHAW’S ESTATE BILL.

TELUBSDAT,

15

MARCH,

1883.

dreamt:—
Sra WIG-RAM ALLEN
Mb. BURNS,
’
Mb. GARRARD,
.

Mb. HUMPHERY,
Mb. GEORGE CAMPBELL,
Mb. GIBBES,

Mb. WILSON.
Sir

WIGRAM ALLEN

in the

Chair.

Arthur M. Allen, Esq., appeared aa Solicitor for the Bill.

Mr. Ambrose Thornley sworn and esamined :—
I. Mr. Allen.] You are executor of the will of the late Mr. Ono Earnshaw, Mr. Thornley? I am
probate)'* pr°dUCe tlC Prob!tte °* the wilt and codicil of the late Mr, Ono Earnshaw? I do. {Produces
3. Do you supply an attested copy of the same ?

I do.

4. Do you know the date of Mr. Ono Earnshaw’s death ?

(Produces attested copy.)
October 4,1865.
‘

6. What is the date of the probate ? November 17,1879.
6, Probate was granted to you ? It was.
7. Do you know the date of Mary Earnshaw’s death ? July 22 1879
8. Do you hand in a certificate of Ono Earnshaw’a death ? 1 do. (Produces certificate,)
9. Mary Earnshaw was afterwards married to a man named David Poyntz? Yes.
“a
c6r1*ibcatTe ,of the death of Mary Poyntz:, who is the same person as the Mary
Earnmiaw named m the will ? I do. (Produces certificate.) She wras my sister.
tA PAT1 farns • ’ nained in fcbe will, became afterwards the wife of Ai Earnshaw? Yes.
'
to tv that i
certlficato °f tbe marriage? Yes, (Produces certificated)
Id. Do you know the names of the children of tbe marriage of iii and Martha Earnshaw? Yes The
0Ut°),EarnSi.ha'V;vi‘e
w,aB Geor"e Wellington Earnshaw; the next was Robert Thornley
Earnshaw; the next was Mary Lhornley Earnshaw; and the next was Martha Earnshaw.
J
you know t‘)e dftte of the death of Ono Earnshaw, junior? October 20,1882.
no wl be "a™,any children ? L'wo ; Arthur Earnshaw, and Louise Earnshaw.
lb. When did Ai Earnshaw die ? November 1, 1876.
It w°i.y0U hand in tbe ccl'i id cate of his death ? I do. (Produces certificated)
frL S H are y°j r
T8
1\illg to get I,QWOr t0 scl1 this land ? Tn the first place, it is a long way
a1,ld waf°
and there is expense attached to it which robs the other portion of the
estate that we have at the Glebe. Wo have to pay rates, and for dividing fences, and anything that may
262—B

occur

Mr. Ambrose
Thornley.
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Mr. Ambrose occur ia that way, and this is taken from the other portion of the estate. I wish to sell that property
Thornley.
fill up the vacant land at the Glebe, so aa to get a better dividend for the children.
19. At the present time this land produces nothing at all ? Except a very small portion, on which there
15 Mar., 1883. j8 a
ilouae 3ut on oae occasion one man went away owing two years’ rent. We are at the
expense of sending a collector, and very often we cannot get it,
20. There is no power in the will by which you can sell ? No.
21. The land is tied up ? Yes, to the third generation.
22. You cannot even grant a long lease? No.
23. Nor make it productive ? No.
24. And it is only an expense to the rest of the estate ? It is.
25. Chairman^] Is that property in such a position that you tliink you can sell it at a fair price ? I think
so. There are 12 acres adjoining the paddock which I think will fetch a very fair price, and the other,
I think, will fetch from £100 to £120 per acre.
26. And the proceeds will enable you to build upon the other property in the same estate, so as to
produce a larger income to the children ? That is what I want.
27. You are a resident of the Glebe ? Yes.
28. What is your business ? I have been a builder.
29. So that the Committee may consider your opinion of the value of the laud and the investment of the
money of some importance ? It is of some importance. It would materially assist the children to live.
There is not sufficient coming from that property to keep them. I have put two or three of them to
different trades, but there is not sufficient to keep them as respectably as I would wish. One of the girls
lives with myself, and she is more expense than the money coming in.
30. Mr. Wilson.] Can you tell us whether the estate of Ono Earnshaw, junior, was administered to ? I
do not know. 1 know that I give, according to the will, a dividend to the wife for the two children that
he had; I have done so ever since his death.
31. Chairman.] Is the recital in the Bill a correct recital of the will ? It is, so far as I have read it. I
have read it through several times.

Sydney: Thomas llichards, Covernmont i’rmtor.—18SS
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1883.

EXTRACTS EROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OE THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Votes

No.

28.

Wednesday, 7 March, 1883.

4. Heley’s Estate Bill {Formal Motion) •.—Mr. Cameron, for Mr. Purves, moved, pursuant to Notice,—
(1.) That Beley's Estate Bill be referred to a Select Committee for inquiry and report, with
power to send for persons and papers.
'
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Barbour, Mr. Day, Mr. Fremlin, Mr. Gibbcs, Mr. Gray,
Mr. Machattio, Mr, O’Connor, Mr. Spring, and the Mover.
Question put and passed.

Votes No. 34.

Friday, 16 March, 1883.

7. H hley’s Estate Bill :—Mr. Purves, as Chairman, brought up the Report from, and laid upon the
Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before, the Select Committee for whose
consideration this Bill was referred on 7th March, 1883 ; together with Appendix, and a copy of the
Bill as agreed to by the Committee.
Ordered to be printed.
*****-*****
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1883.

HELEY’S ESTATE BILL.

REPORT.

The Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly for whose inquiry and report
was referred, on 7th March, 1883,—“Heleys Estate Bill"—beg to report to
your Honorable House:—
That they have examined the witnesses named in the List* (whose evidence
will be found appended hereto); and that the Preamble having been satisfactorily
proved to your Committee, they proceeded to consider the several clauses and the
Schedules of the Bill, in which it was not deemed necessary to make any amend
ment.
Your Committee now beg to lay before your Honorable House the Bill
without amendment.
JNO. M. PURVES,
Chairman.
No. 3 Committee Boom,
Sydney, IQth March, 1883.

* See List.
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TUESDAY, 13 MARGE, 1883.
Membhbs PitE3ENT :—

Mr. Purves,
Mr. Spring,

Mr. Day,
Mr. Abigail,

Mr. Gibbes.
Mr, Purves called to the Chair.
Entry from Totes and Proceedings, appointing the Committee, read by the Clerk.
Printed copies of the Bill referred, together with original Petition to introduce the same, before
the Committee.
Present:—E. H. King, Escp {Solicitorfor the Bill).
F. H. King, Esq., sworn, and examined.
Witness produced the Deeds referred to in the Preamble of the Bill, and handed in a copy of the
Will of the late Michael Heley.
Mrs. Mary Heley called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Edward Joseph Rubio, Esq., called in, sworn, and examined.
Room cleared.
Committee deliberated.
Ordered,—That Mr. Thomas O'Connor be summoned to give evidence next meeting.
[Adjourned to Friday next, at Eleven o’clock.]

FRIDAY, 16 MARCH, 1883.
Members Present :—

•

Mr. Purves in the Chair.
.
Mr, Gibbes,
|
Mr. Spring,
Mr. Fremlin.
Present:—F. H. King, Esq. {Solicitor for the Bill).
F. H. King, Esq., called in, sworn, and further examined.
,
] ■
Witness handed in an affidavit from Mary Heley, the widow of Thomas Heley, which was ordered
to be appended. {See Appendix.)
Mr. Thomas O’Connor called in, sworn, and examined.
Room cleared.
1
Preamble considered.
Question,—“ That this Preamble stand part of the Bill,”—put and passed.
‘ ■ ■
Solicitor called in and informed.
Clauses 1 to 5 read and agreed to.
'
Schedules read and agreed to.
Title read and agreed to.
Chairman to report the Bill, without amendment, to the House.

LIST or WITNESSES.

PAOB.
Heloy, Mrs. Mary............................................................................................... .

s

King, P. H., Esq................................................................................................................................ 6, 7

O'Oounor, Mr. Thomas........ ............. ............................................ ......................

7

Hibble, Edward JoaDph, Eaq.............. *............................................................. .

7
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TiKlN BBIOWS ‘
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THE SELECT COMMITTEE

‘

■

.

■

ON

HELEY’S ESTATE BILL.

TUESDAY, 18 MARGE, 1883.

regent
Me. FREMLIN,
Me. GIBBES,

'

Me. PURVES,
Me. SPRING.

J. M. PURVES, Esq., in the Chair.
F. H. King, Esq., appeared as Solicitor for the Bill.
Frederick Hart King, Esq., examined
1. Chairman.'] You are of the firm of Cope and King, and Solicitor for this Bill ? Yes.
_ p. h. King,
2. Do you produce certain deeds to prove the allegations in the preamble of the Bill ? Yes ; the first is
Eaq.
that Thomas Heley was at tho time of his death seised in fee simple of the lands set forth in Schedule A of
rthe Bill. I prove that by the production of a conveyance from Thomas Sulway to Thomas Heley, dated 13 Mar., 1883.
29th April, 18G3. (Deedproduced.) It is a registered deed,
_
_
3. Is the'land mentioned in the deed correctly'described in Scbedule A ? Yes, I have examined it myself.
4. The next recital is that Thomas Heley died intestate,' on or about the 29th November, 1867. How do
you prove that ? I produce letters of administration of his estate granted to Michael Heley, on the 5th
February, 1868.' (Produced?) I can get Mrs. Heley to prove that ho left the children named in that
recital, - As to the conveyances spoken of in the next recital, I produce, first, a conveyance dated 8th July,
1868, from Michael Heley to Ellen Heley, of Michael Heley’s one-fifth share, and also Ellen Heley’s onefifth share, in all the piece of land described in Scbedule A.- He conveys his own share and her share, to
which she is entitled as one of the next of kin. (Deedproduced?). The next is a conveyance, of the 4th
of April, 1872, from Eliza Heley to Michael Heley, of her one-fifth share in the land described in Schedule
A. (Produced?) The next conveyance is one of the 6th‘ November, 1877, from Mary Ann Heley and
Ellen Heley to Michael Heley of "their respective shares in the said land, and also the one-fifth share of
Michael Heley. (Produced.) In virtue of these conveyances Michael Heley became possessed and at
the time of bis death was still entitled to four-fifths of the fee simple of the said land, subject only to a
claim for dower by Mary Heley, the widow of Thomas Heley, who died intestate. I may say there are
two persons of the name of Mary Heley referred to in the Bill; one is the widow of Thomas Heley and
the other the widow of Michael Heley.
■ ■ '
5. ' How do you' prove that Mary Heley, the widow of Thomas Heley, was entitled to dower ? Her
husband having died intestate, and the conveyance not being in the regular form with the interposition of
a trustee to uses to bar dower, Michael Heley made a will on the 3rd May,. 1879, whereby he bequeathed
all bis property to bis children in equal shares, and appointed JohriMagner'arid.Thomas O. Connor trustees
and executors. I produce probate of that will, dated 30th June, 1879.' (Produced.)' The probate is also
evidence of bis death, which took place on the 4th May, 1879.
6.
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F. H. King, 6. Have you a copy of that will ?
Esq.

I have an attested copy, (Handed in.') Albina Heley, one of the
children of Thomas Heley, who is entitled to one-fifth share of the land referred to, has been for some
13M^1883 years, and now is, an inmate of the Hospital for the Insane at Gladesville. I prove that by the production
' of a declaration and order in Lunacy, made by His Honor Sir William Manning, on tbe 20th February
last. (Produced.) This document declares Albina Holey to be a lunatic, appoints Edward Joseph Rubio
and Thomas O'Connor committee of her estate, and gives them leave to apply to Parliament for an Act
to enable them to sell the land described in Schedule A.
7. How do you propose to prove that Mary Heley, the widow of Thomas Heley, is desirous that this land
should be sold, and her right to dower satisfied, as proposed in the Bill ? I will get her to come here if
I can, but she is a very old woman and has not been out of her house for a very long time. Probably I
shall be obliged to prove her consent by affidavit in the usual way. Of course it stands to reason that
she would desire the sale, because at present she is getting no income from the land.
8. Have you the indenture of settlement referred to m the next recital? Yes. But first, to prove the
title of Thomas Heley to the land referred to in Schedule B, I produce a conveyance from Mrs. Mary
Hassall, and another to Michael Heley, dated 11th December, 1872, of the lands described in Schedule B,
(Produced.)
9. What is the date of the marriage settlement referred to ? 26th April, 1875. I produce the indenture
of settlement, (Produced.)
10. Is the recital in the preamble of the Bill a correct recital of the provisions of that deed of settlement ?
Yes.
11. Are the persons here named the trustees of the settlement—William Ahern and James Sheridan P
They were the persons first appointed, but, as stated in the preamble, Edward Joseph Rubie and Thomas
O’Connor are now the duly appointed trustees of both the will and settlement. They were appointed
trustees of the settlement by a deed dated 7th November, 1882, made between Mary Heley, widow of
Michael Heley, of the first part; James Sheridan, of the second part; and Edward Joseph Rubie and
Thomas O’Connor, of the third part. (Peedproduced.)
12. What became of William Ahern ? William Ahern died, I am told. The reason of the power of
appointment contained in the deed being exercised was the deatli of Mr. Ahern and Mr. Sheridan’s desire
of retiring from the trust.
13. Have Edward Joseph Rubie and Thomas O’Connor accepted the trusteeship ? Yes.
14. They are the parties actually applying for this Bill ? Yes.
15. Have the buildings erected upon these parcels of land been duly condemned under the provisions of
the City Improvement Act ? Yes ; I have seen tho notices, but I have not got them with the papers. As
a matter of fact they have been condemned.
16. Mr. Fremlin.'] Do you know when they were condemned P Within the last twelve months.
17. Chairman. \ Is there no power of sale in the will or settlement ? No.
18. Are the lands now wholly unproductive ? Yes, since the buildings were condemned.
19. What was the income of the property before they were condemned? From the land included in
Schedule A about £150 a year.
20. And from Schedule BP That is the land that was settled on Mrs. Heley, and she was in occupation
of it until the house was condemned.
21. Is she not now ? No, no oue has been in occupation since then.

Mrs. Mary Heley called in and examined :—
Mrs. Mary 22. Chairman.] Are you the widow of Michael Heley referred to in this Bill ?
Heley.
23. When did he die ? On the 4th May, 1879.

Yes.

When did he make his will ? I could not say exactly the date.
How many children did he leave? Two.
26. What were their names ? Ellon Clotilda and Mary Teresa.
27. You are the Mary Heley mentioned m the marriage settlement referred to in the Bill ? Yes.
28. Are you desirous of having the land mentioned in Schedules to the Bill sold by the trustees, Messrs.
Rubie and O'Connor ? Yes.
29. You do wish the property to be sold ? Yes, 1 think it is the best thing to be done.
30. Mr. Fremlini] You know the two trustees have applied to Parliament for an Act to enable them to
sell it? Yes.
31. And you gave your consent that tbe land should be sold ? Yes, it is no use to have it lie idle.
32. Is it bringing in any rent at the present time ? I do not think so.
33. Did you appoint Mr Edward Joseph Rubie and Mr. Thomas O'Connor as your trustees? Yes.
34. Is that your mark to the deed produced ? Yes. At the time that was made I had not been well.
35. You made your mark to that deed appointing Messrs. Rubie and O’Connor your trustees ? Yes.
36. Can you tell me of your own knowledge bow many children Thomas Heley left? Five ; Mary Ann,
Ellen, Ehaa, Albina, and my husband Michael.
37. Any others ? I have heard that there was a Jeremiah, but I never saw him.
38. Is there any one who knows anything about Jeremiah—do yon know when he was last heard of ? I
never heard of him since 1 was married—never since I left home.
39. Have you heard of his death ? No.
40. Mr. Spring.] Was Jeremiah born in the Colony? No, he was never out here.
41 Mr. Cibbesi] Have you any idea whether Jeremiah was the eldest of the family ? I could not say,
but I think he was.
42. Mr. Spring.] From whom did you hear about him ? From their mother and from my sister at home
before ever I came out here at all,
43. Chairman.] How many years is it since you heard of him P Not for a very long time ; I have never
heard of him since 1 was married.
_
41*. How many years is that ? I could not tell you the year.
45. How old is your eldest child ? She was bom on the 11th December, twelve years ago.
46. Mary Teresa is the eldest ? Yes.
■

13 Mar.,4883. gg'

Edward
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Edward Joseph Eubie, Esq., called in and examined:—
E. J^Rubie,
47. Chairman^ You are one of the trustees of the will of Michael Heley, and also of the marriage settle
ment of Mary Heley ? Yes.
13 Mar., 1888.
48. You are one of the parties applying for this Bill ? Yes.'
49. Do you know the properties described iu Schedules A and B P Yes.
50. Have you received notice about them from the Corporation ? Yes.
51. What is the effect of the notice P That they are condemned and must be pulled down.
52. Have they been pulled down ? No, but they are untenanted.
53. What was the rent of the property in Scbedule A before the buildings were condemned ? £3 a week.
54. And in Schedule B ? It was tenanted by Mrs. Heley since I have been trustee ; previous to that it
was let at about £2 5s. a week.
55. Have you the notices of condemnation by the Council ? No.
56. Mr. Spring.] I suppose it is absolutely necessary to sell this property to make it productive P Yes.
■57. The estate has no resources to spend upon it ? No; there is another house yielding 27s, 6d. a week.
58. Mr. Fremlin] Is your co-trustee, Mr. Thomas O’Connor, perfectly in accord with you as to this ■
sale ? Yes.
59. Okuirman] Has Mrs. Mary Heley, the widow of Thomas Heley, asked you to apply for this Bill ?
No, I have never seen her about it, but her daughter and son-in-law have done so. She is a veryaged
woman.
60. Has Mrs. Mary Heley, the widow of Michael Heley, asked you to do so ? She has left the whole
matter in our hands. Wc arc acting for her and the others to the best advantage.
61. Do you know what is tbe value of this property ? I could not say,
62. What is the frontage ? L think about 36 feet. I fancy it will be worthabout £250 a foot.
63. Mr. Gibbes] You think it will be worth something like £9,000 ? Yes.
64. What other interests are there besides those of Albina Heley and Michael Heley’swidow and
children ? Old Mrs. Heley is entitled to dower ; in fact we have been paying old Mrs. Heley £1 a week
out of tbo rents.
65. If you do not sell the property old Mrs. Heley will get no dower P No, there are no funds to pay it.
GO. Mr. Fremlin] Have you known this family long? J knew Michael Heley lor several years; I did
not know his father.
67. Did you ever hear any of them speak of a Jeremiah Heley P No, J did not.
68. Do you know any person who was intimate with this family, and likely to have heardofJeremiah
Heley P The only person would be Mr. O’Connor, my co-trustee.
69. Chairman] Mr. O'Connor knows the Bill is being applied for? Y7es.

FRIDAY, 16 MARCH, 1883.
$i£0ent
Me. FEEMLIN,
[
Me. HIBBES,
Mb. SPRING.

,

J. M. PTJKVES, Esq., in the Chair.
Frederick Hart, King, Esq., Solicitor for the Bill, further examined :—
70. Chairman] Have you seen Mary Heley, the widow of Thomas Heley, since the last meeting P I have. F. H. King,
71. She is not able to be present in person ? No.
Esq.
72. Why? She is very old and infirm.
73. Have you an idfidavit from her ? Yes. (Banded in and read. See Appendix) With reference t0 W Mar,, 1883,
what has been said about Jeremiah Heley, I may say that it is not material, as the Bill merely gives
power to the trustees to sell the land, which is now unproductive, but Jeremiah Heley’s interest (if any)
iu the proceeds will remain unaffected.
'

Mr. Thomas O’Connor called in and examined :—
74. Chairman] You are the person mentioned in this Bill as a trustee of the will of Michael Heley?
^rYes
j
n
■
T. O’Connor.
75. You are aware that a petition has been presented to Parliament asking Parliament to pass a Bill to
enable you and your co-trustee to sell certain properties mentioned in Schedule A of this Bill ? Yes,
76. You are in favour of the prayer of that petition being granted P Yes, to enable us to sell the property
for the good of the children.

APPENDIX.

‘J

'

774
8

APPENDIX.
[2b Evidence of F. S. King, Esq., 1G March, 1883.]
In the matter of the application of Edward Joseph Rubie and Thomas O’Connor for an Act of Parliament to enable them
as the trustees of the will of the late Michael Heley, tho committee of the estate of Albina Heley, and the trustees of a
settlement dated 26 April, 1875, to sell certain lands in the Schedules A and B thereto described, and to provide for the
application of the proceeds and for other purposes therein mentioned.
Oh this fifteenth day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three, Mary Heley, of Cook-street, Sydney,
in tho Colony of New South Wales, widow, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith as follows :—
1, I am tho widow of Thomas Heley, late of Sydney, in the Colony aforesaid, hoot and shoo maker, deceased.
2. The only children whom the said Thomas Heley left surviving him were Mary Ann, Ellen, Elisa, Albina, and
Michael.
3.1am desirous that the land in Gteorge-strcet which formerly belonged to the said Thomas Heley, and out of which
I am entitled to dower, may be sold, and I am desirous that tide Act may be passed.
^
4. The said Thomas Holey had another son by me, called 11 Jeremiah,11 while I was on my way to this Colony with my
said husband twenty-nine years ago ; the said Jeremiah left us, and I have never seen him or heard from him since. Thirteen
years ago I heard he was dead, and I firmly believe he is dead.
5, The said Thomas Heley had no oilier children than those I have mentioned.
Sworn by the deponent on the day first above mentioned, at Sydney, before me (the contents')
her
hereof having been first road over and eiplained to her, and she appearing to me fully to f MART X HELEY.
understand the same).
3
mark.
Henry E. Maxteh,
A Commissioner for Affidavits.

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1SS31
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EXTRACTS FUOM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OE THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Votes Kb. 29.

Thursday, 8 March, 1883.

14. Mom’s Bay Improvement B/lt, :—Mr. Cameron moved, pursuant to Notice,—

_
_
(l.) That Mort’s Bay Improvement Bill be referred to a Select Committee for consideration and
report, with power to send for persons and papers.
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Copeland, Mr. Burns, Mr. Hotelier, Mr. Roberts, Mr.
Q-arrard, Mr. Hutchinson, Mr. Teece, Sir. Young, and the Mover.
Question put and passed.

Votes No. 32.

'Wednesday, 14 March, 1883.

0. Mort’s Bay Improvement Bill :—Mr. Garrard presented a Petition from Edward Harman

Buchanan, of Balmain, Architect, in opposition to this Bill; and praying that he may be represented
by Counsel or Solicitor before tho Select Committee appointed to report upon the said Bill, and
that he may give evidence in reference to the premises aforesaid.
Petition received, and referred to the Committee on the Bill.

Votes No. 44.

2.

Emday, 6 April, 1883,

Mort’s Bay Improvement Bill:—Mr.

Cameron, as Chairman, brought up the Report from, and
laid upon the Table the Minutes of the Proceedings of, and Evidence talcen before, the Select
Committee for whose consideration and report this Bill was referred on 8th March, 1883 ; together
with a copy of the Bill as amended and agreed to by the Committee.
Ordered to be printed.
*
4T
*
*
#
*
*
#.#
#

CONTENTS.

PAGE.
Extracts from the Votes and Proceedings

........................................

2

Eeport ......................................................................................................
Proceedings of the Committee.................................................................

3
4

Schedule of Amendments...............................................................................................

6

List of Witnesses .............................................................................................. *............

7

Minutes of Evidence..........................................................................

®

777

1883.
MORI’S BAT IMPROVEMENT BILL.

EEPORT.

of tho Legislative Assembly for whose consideration and
report was referred, on the 8th March, 1883,—“ Mori's Bay Improvement Bill”;
and to whom was also referred, on the 14th March, 1883, “ A Betilion from

The Select Committee

Edward Harman Buchanan, m opposition to the Bill, and praying to be heard
by Counsel or Solicitor,”—beg

to report to your Honorable House:—

That they have examined the witnesses named in the List* (whose* See List, pogo 1.
evidence will bo found appended hereto); and that the Preamble, as amended,
having been satisfactorily proved to your Committee, they proceeded to consider tho
several clauses and Schedules to the Bill, in which it was deemed necessary to make
certain amendments.
Your Committee now beg to lay before your Honorable House the Bill as
amended by them, with an amended Preamble.
ANGUS CAMERON,
Chairman.
No. 3 Committee Boom,
Sydney, §th April, 1883.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.
TUESDAY, 13 MARCS, 1883.
Members Present :—

Mr. Cameron,
Mr. Fletcher,
Mr. Young,

Mr, Burns,
Mr. Roberts,
Mr. Garrard,

Mr. Hutchinson.
Mr. Cameron called to the Chair.
Entry from Votes and Proceedings, appointing the Committee, read by the Clerk.
Printed copies of the Bill referred, together with original Petition to introduce the same, before
the Committee.
Present:—Charles J. Manning, Esq. (Qovnxel for the Bill);
P. W. Creagh, Esq. {Solicitor for the BUT).
P. W. Creagh, Esq,, sworn and esamined.
Witness jarorfiKerf the Title-deeds of the Dock Company’s land at Mort’s Bay.
James Macdonald, Esq, {Licensed Surveyor), called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Quarton Levitto Deloitte, Esq., called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Robert Frederick Phelps, Esq., called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
William Broomfield, Esq., called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
James Peter Franki, Esq., {Manager, Mori's Dock Company) called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Mr. Samuel Briggs {Manager, Balmain Steam Ferry), called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew,
Mr, William Woodman {Master, Balmain ferrg-loat), called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Mr. Henry Aitken {Master, Balmain ferry-boat), called in, sworn, and examined.
Room cleared.
Committee deliberated.
[Adjourned to To-mOrrow, at Eleven o’clock.]
WEDNESDAY, Id MARCS, 1883.
Members Present

Mr. Cameron in the Chair.
Mr. Garrard,
Mr. Roberts,
Mr. Fletcher,
Mr. Burns,
Mr. Hutchinson.
Present:—C. J. Manning, Esq. {Counsel for the BUT).
P. W. Creagh, Esq. {Solicitorfor the Bill).
Albert Elkington, Esq., called in, sworn, and examined.
Room cleared.
Committee deliberated.
Re-assembling of the Committee to he arranged by the Chairman.
[Adjourned.]
FRIDAY, 16 MARCH, 1883.
Members Present :—

Mr. Cameron in the Chair.
Mr. Fletcher,
Mr. Garrard,
Mr, Roberts,
Mr. Burns,
Mr, Hutchinson,
Mr. Teece.
Entry from Votes and Proceedings, referring Petition from Edward Harman Buchanan, praying
to be heard by Counsel against the Bill, read by the Clerk.
Petition before the Committee.
Present:—C. J. Manning, Esq. {Counsel for the Bill).
P. W. Creagh, Esq, {Solicitor for the BUT).
George B. Simpson, Esq. {Counsel for Betiiioner).
■
Frederick Curtiss, Esq. {Solicitorfor Petitioner).
Albert Elkington, Esq., called in, further examined, and cross-examined.
Witness withdrew.
Edward Harman Buchanan, Esq. {the Petitioner against the Bill), called in, sworn, examined,
and cross-examined.
James Macdonald, Esq., called in and further examined.
Room cleared.
Committee deliberated.
[Adjourned to Tuesday next, at Eleven o’clock.]
TUESDAY,

5
TUESDAY, 20 MARCS, 1883.
Membebs Pbehint :—

Mr. Cameron in the Chair.
Mr. Roberts.
Mr. Garrard,
Mr. Hutchinson,
Mr. Fletcher.
Present:—C, J. Manning, Esq. (Counsel for the Rill).
P. AV. Creagli, Esq. (Solicitor for the Rill).
George B. Simpson, Esq. (Counselfor the Petitioner).
Frederick Curtiss, Esq. (Solicitor for the Petitioner).
Committee deliberated,
[Adjourned to Thursday next, at Eleven o’clock.]

THURSDAY, 22 MARCH, 1883.
Members Present :—

Mr. Cameron,
|
Mr. Garrard.
In the absence of a quorum, the meeting called for this day lapsed.

THURSDAY, 29 MARCH, 1883.
Members Present :—

Mr, Cameron in the Chair.
|
Mr. Hutchinson,
Mr. Garrard.
Present:—C. .1. Maiming, Esq. (Counsel for the Rill).
P. AV. Creagh, Esq. (Solicitor for the Rill).
George B. Simpson, Esq. (Counsel for the Petitioner),
Frederick Curtiss, Esq. (Solicitor for the Petitioner).
Edward H. Buchanan, Esq., called in, further examined, and cross-examined.
AVitness withdrew.
Mr. William Schultz called in, sworn, examined, and cross-examined.
AVitness withdrew.
Mr. Charles Ahtnderberg called in, sworn, examined, and cross-examined.
Witness withdrew.
Mr. Thomas Batemcnt called in, sworn, and examined,
lioom cleared.
Committee deliberated.
[Adjourned to To-morrow, at Ten o’clock.]
Mr. Teece,

FRIDAY, 30 MARCH, 1883.
■

Members Present:—

Mr. Cameron in the Chair.
|
Mr. Hutchinson,
Mr. Garrard.
Present:—Mr. J. Manning, Esq. (Counsel for the Rill).
P. AVr. Creagh, Esq. (Solicitor for theRUT).
George B. Simpson, Esq. (Counsel for the Petitioner).
Frederick Curtiss, Esq. (Solicitor for the Petitioner).
Mr. Mom-imgproduced n Plan, showing the improvements to Mort’s Bay as described in the pro
posed new Schedules to the Bill, and supplied copies of the same.
Mr. F. Lemm called in, sworn, and examined.
AVitness withdrew.
T. R. Allt, Esq,, called in, sworn, examined, and cross-examined.
AVitness withdrew.
Mr. Charles Read called in, sworn, examined, and cross-examined.
AVitness withdrew.
Mr. Henry Walter Callan called in, sworn, examined, and cross-examined.
Witness withdrew.
Mr. William John AVeets called in, sworn, and examined.
'
AVitness withdrew.
James Macdonald, Esq., called in, further examined, and cross-examined,
AVitness
amended Schedules to he substituted for the Schedules of the Bill.
Room cleared.
Committee deliberated.
[Adjourned to Tuesday next, at Eleven o’clock.]
Mr. Teece,

TUESDAY,

7b0
6
TUJESDAT, 3 APRIL, 1883,
,F

Membees Peesent :—

Mr. Cameron in the Chair,
Mr. Garrard,
|
Mr. Teece.
Present:—C. J. Manning, Esq. (Counsel for the Bill).
P. W. Creagh, Esq. (Solicitor for the Bill).
George B. Simpson, Esq. (Counsel for the Petitioner),
Frederick Curtiss, Esq. (Solicitor for the Petitioner).
Committee deliberated.
[Adjourned to Thursday next, at Pleven o’clock.]

THURSDAY, 5 APRIL, 1883.
Members Present :—

Mr. Cameron, in the Chair.
Mr. Garrard,
|
Mr. Hutchinson.

* See Schedule
of Amondtnenfcg

Preamble considered and amended.
Question—“ That this Preamble, as amended, stand part of the Bill,”—put and passed.
Parties called in and informed.
Clause 1 read, amended,* and agreed to.
Clauses 2 and 8 read and agreed to.
Clause 4t read, amended,* and agreed to.
Clauses 5 and 6 read and agreed to.
Schedules read and omitted.
New Schedules* to stand Schedules A-B, C, D, and E, read and agreed to.
Title read and agreed to.
Chairman to report the Bill, with amendments, to the House, together with an amended Preamble.

SCHEDULE OF AMENDMENTS.
Page 2, Preamble, line 13. Omit “ and”
.
Page 2, Preamble, line 21. Omit “ and also to form and make a certain road or street called Bonaldstreet from the intersection of Ballast Point Hoad to the waters of the said Bay
Page 2, Preamble, line 23. Omit “ there.”
Page 2, Preamble, line 32. Omit " and also to form and continue Eonald-street to the waters ot
the said Bay
.
.
„
,, ,,
Page 2, clause 1, line 50. Omit “ pieces or parcels” insert “ piece or parcel ; also, omit severally ;
also, omit “ Schedules,” insert “ Schedule.”
Page 2, clause 1, line 51. Omit “ A and B,” insert “ A-B.”
Page 3, clause 4, line 22. Omit “ and shall also form and make as a. road or street Konald-street
from its intersection with Ballast Point Hoad to the waters of Mort s Bay
_ ^
Pa^e 3, clause 4, line 28. Insert “and to the satisfaction” after 11 direction.”
Page4, Schedules. Omit “Schedules A, B, C,D,E,” insert the following new Schedules to stand
A-B, C, D, and E.
.

SCHEDULE A-B.

'

All that parcel of land situate in the Borough of Balmain parish of Petersham county of Cumber
land and Colony of New South Wales being portion of the five hundred and fifty acres granted to William
Balmain containing by admeasurement one rood and twenty-eight perches Commencing at the junction
of the north-eastern side of New John-streot with the south-eastern side of Mort-street and bounded on
the southern side by a line bearing east thirteen degrees fifty-five minutes north three hundred and ten
feet to the waters of Mort Bay thence by the waters of that hay bearing northerly about fifty-one feet
tbcnco by a Hue bearing west thirteen degrees fifty-five minutes south two hundred and one feet thence
by a lino bearing south forty-seven degrees thirty-three minutes west one hundred and five feet to the
point of commencement Be the above-mentioned several dimensions a little more or less.
SCHEDULE C.

All that parcel of land situate in the Borough of Balmain parish of Petersham county of Cumber
land and Colony of New South Wales being portion of the five hundred and fifty acres granted to William
Balmain containing by admeasurement twenty-nine perches Commencing at the junction of the Tvcstcrn
side of Eonald-street with the northern side of Mort Bay (formerly known as Waterview Bay) and
bounded on the east by a portion of the said side of Konald-strcct bearing northerly twenty-eight feet
six inches thence by a line bearing westerly two hundred and fifty-six feet to Teend-strcct thence by a
portion of the eastern side of that street being curved line bearing southerly thirty-nine feet to a point
distant sixty-five feet from Mort Bay high-water-mark thence by a line bearing easterly one hundred and
eighty-seven feet thence by a line hearing southerly thirteen feet to high-water-mark and from thence by
high-water-mark being a line bearing easterly fifty feet to the point of commencement,
SCUEDUIjjIi

jx
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SCHEDULE D.

All that portion of land situate in the Borough of Balmain parish of Petersham county of
Cumberland and Colony of New South Wales being portion of the five hundred and fifty acres granted
to "William Balmain and which now forms the lower end of Mort-street containing bj^ admeasurement
twenty-six perches and three-quarters of a perch Commencing on the southern side of Mort Bay (for
merly called Waterview Bay) and bounded on the northern side by the waters of the said bay bearing
westerly fifty-five feet thence by a lino bearing south forty-seven degrees thirty-two minutes west one
hundred and seventy-one feet to the proposed new street thence by a portion of that street being a line
bearing east thirteen degrees fifty-five minutes north one hundred and three feet thence by a line bearing
north forty-seven degrees thirty-two minutes east one hundred and twenty-two feet to the point of com
mencement.
SCHEDULE E.

.

All that parcel of land situate in the Borough of Balmain parish of Petersham county of Cum
berland and Colony of New South Wales being portion of Yeend-strcet containing by admeasurement
fourteen perches and onc-half of a perch Commencing at the junction of the eastern side of said
street with the waters of Mort Bay (formerly known as Waterview Bay) and bounded on the eastern
side by land belonging to Mort’s Dock and Engineering Company being a curved line bearing north and
westerly sixty-five feet thence by a lino bearing westerly one hundred and five feet dividing it from the
other portion of Ycend-street on the west by land belonging to said Dock and Engineering Company
being a curved line bearing easterly and southerly one hundred and twenty feet to the waters of said
Bay and from thence by the waters of that Bay being a line bearing easterly fifty feet to the point of
commencement Be the said several dimensions a little more or less.
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THE SELECT COMMITTEE
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MORT’S BAY IMPROVEMENT BILL.

TUESDAY, 13 MARCH, 1883.

JUrcsint ■—
Mk. BURNS,
Mr. CAMERON,
Mu. FLETCHKB,

Mn. G-ARRARD,
Mu. HUTCHINSON,
Mu. ROBERTS,
Mn. YOUm

ANGUS CAMERON,

Esq., in tee

Ceaib.

C. J. Maiming, Est^., appeared as Counsel, and P. W. Creagli, Esq., as Solicitor, for tins Bill.
Patrick William Creagh, Esq., examined:—
1. Mr. 2Iannm(}.\ You are a member of the firm of Creagh & Williams, Solicitors ? Yes.
„ w
2. And you aro Solicitor for Mort's Bay Improvement Bill? Yes.
Crcaeli Esa
3. You know the portions of land which Mort’s Lock and Engineering Company propose fo dedicate to
the public in connection with this Bill, on the north side and the south side of the dock ? Yes.
13 Mar., 1883,
4). Do you produce the title-deeds of the Dock Company to these portions of land? Ido. (Deeds
’
produced.) I produce deeds showing that (ho piece of land on the south side described in Schedules A ■
and B, and the piece on the north side, Schedule C, are vested in Mort’s Dock and Engineering Company
■
(Limited), having been conveyed to them by Mr. Thos. S. Mort, who held the land for many years. I
'
have gone through the title-deeds, and the abstract shows that the title is the Balmain title registered in •
■
the Lands Titles Office, and the title from that is complete, the property having been conveyed to Mr.
Mort in 1S51, and by him to the Company in 1875, since which time it has been in their possession.
5. In whom is Yeend-strcet vested ? Yeend-strcet was dedicated, or at least thrown open, to the public
by a private Act of 31st Victoria, obtained by Mr. Mort; it was then his property. The Act is known as
the Waterview Patent Slip Act, passed in 18G7. I also produce a printed copy of the Memorandum of
Association of Mort’s Dock and Engineering Company (Limited), showing that the Company is duly
registered, with power to acquire and hold land.

James Macdonald, Esq., called in and examined:—
G. Nr. Manning^ You are a surveyor ? Yes, and architect.
tm i
7. You know the portions of laud‘which by this Bill the Mort’s Dock Company propose to dedicate to
the public ? 1 do.
'
A Do the Schedules to the Bill now before the Committee correctly describe tbc land referred to therein ?
3. The Dock Company propose to widen John-strcet 20 feet? Arcs.
] 0. Chairman^] At the present time Johu-street is 30 feet wide, and it is proposed to make it 50 feet wide ?
Yes.
’
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minutes of evidence taken before the select committee

J. Macdonald, n, J|fr, Manning^ From Mort-street to a new street set out in Schedule B ? Yes.
.
_
■^B4‘
12. That connects John-street with a proposed new street described in Schedule B, which is a continuation
ivvT^^TRsa
Clayton-street, thus making a new street to the waters ot Waterview Bay 50 feet wide? Yes.
r‘’
* 13. Being the same width as Mort-street now in use ? Yes.
14 The proposed new street described in Schedule B is 146 feet from Mort-street ? Yes.
_
15. Mr. Burn a.'] Have you heard of any opposition, on the part of the local inhabitants, to the closing of
the old street and the opening of the new one P There is some opposition by a few.
_
16. Is any opposition threatened before Parliament? Yes; X heard there was a meeting last night, at
which some resolutions were passed to oppose it.
_ _
17. On what grounds ? I could not rightly understand on what grounds, except the general objection
they have to the closing of the street.
18. Chairman.'] You are a resident of Balmain ? Yes.
19. And have been for a number of years ? Yes.
...
.
20. I suppose you are pretty well aware of the general feeling of the inhabitants in reference to this
matter? Yes.
_ _
.
21. Will you kindly tell the Committee whether, so far as you are aware, the majority are in favour of the
alterations proposed in this Bill? 1! think I may say that those who make use of that ferry are almost
altogether in favour of this alteration. At present the steamers and vessels going into and out of the
dock, and having lines run out to the buoys, are a great hindrance to the passenger traffic. At times the
steamers aro unable to call at the Snail’s Bay and Mort-street jetties because of the obstruction offered
in this way.
22. Is it a fact that the Municipal Council of the Borough of Balmain have passed a resolution in favour
of this Bill ? Yes.
23. Mr. Burns.] How long ago ? Some time during last year.
24. Mr. Fletcher.] Docs any portion of Mort-street proposed to be closed run through private property ?
No, the property on both sides belongs to the Company.
...
.
.
25. In the event of the new road being opened to the proposed new jetty, is it a fact that the public will
'
only be required to walk 140 feet further than they now do ? Yes, that is all.
26. At present how wide is John-street ? Thirty feet.
...
27. Do the Promoters of this Bill propose to widen that street to make it uniform with Mort-street ? Yes.
28. In your opinion, if these new jetties be erected, will they bo really a convenience to the public
travelling by the steamers ? Yes, a great convenience,
_
_
29. Mr. Youwj.] Will the proposed alterations, in your opinion, depreciate the value of property in Mortstreet? I cannot see how it can do so.
30. Would the gradient by this new street he as good as by the one at present in use ? It would be nearly
as good; if it is not so now it could be made so.
31. The gradient can be made as easy by Clayton-street as by Mort-street ? Yes.
32. Do the same remarks apply to the alteration on the other side ? It is proposed to have steps there,
but the gradient could be eased by a little alteration. The argument as to the convenience to the public
applies to this as well as to the other side.
33. Will any property be depreciated in value by the change to Yeend-strcet? No ; all the property on
both sides belongs to the Dock Company.
34. No private interests are affected? No.
35. You stated that you knew that some persons are antagonistic to this Bill: do you know of your own
*
knowledge what steps are to he taken by them ? Some parties who held a meeting last night passed a
resolution that the local Members be requested to oppose the passing of the Bill.
_
i
36. Chairman.] Do you know of your own knowledge how the local Members intend to act in reference to
this matter ? I do not; but they arc both members of the Borough Council, and voted in favour of this
Bill when it was before that body.
_
37. Mr. Manning.] Are you a member of the Borough Council ? Yes.
38. And yon voted in favour of the Bill being passed ? Yes.

Quarton Levitt Deloitte, Esq., called in and examined:—
_ Q'.k'
39. Mr. Manning^] You are a resident of Balmain, and have been so for many years ? Yes.
^Eaq1*0’
40. On which side of Balmain do you reside ? Snail’s Bay.
.
41. Do you know the alterations proposed by this Bill ? I do.
_
18 Mar, 1883. 42. In your opinion, would they be an advantage to the residents on that side of Balmain ? Yes.
*’
'43. At present we understand considerable inconvenience arises from the position of the wharf at Yeendstreet ? Yes.
,
44. Not only to the residents of Snail’s Bay, but also to the residents of the other side; it would he a
considerable convenience if these wharves could he altered as proposed ? Yes, to the other side of the
sheer-legs, as proposed by the Bill.
.
45. The existence of the dock and engineering works is of very great advantage to the distriet of
Balmain? Yes, no doubt of that.
_ _
t
4G. And of course as their works extend more ships arc brought to them, and it is those ships being
brought there that has caused the inconvenience? Yes, at present it is so.
47. With regard to the traffic, would it be a convenience to the people that the road should bo altered
instead of going by Yeend-street? Yes, with a good approach. A promise has been made that the
residents should not suffer. There may be a difficulty about the steps, but that can be easily overcome.
'
48. Now about the south side, can you speak of that side? The Company have property on that side,
and if they make use of it the wharf must be moved, or the passenger steamers cannot get in and out.
49. If the Dock Company utilize their land to the cast of Mort-street, that would block the traffic even
more than at present ? Yes.
50. Are the people of Balmain generally in favour of the proposed alterations ? Those who have the
interest of the place at heart cannot have very much objection. The inconvenience at present is very
great; often when the steamers are expected to call at the wharves they do not call at all, because they
cannot get in, and sometimes when we have to catch a train we miss it on that account.
61.
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51. Tliis alteraiion would amend that state of things ? Tes, in a great measure.
52. Mr. Flelehcr] Do T understand you to say you travel frequently hy these ferry-boats ? Every day.
53. 1 think you say there are times when the ferry-boats cannot get in to the wharves as at present
arranged ? Yes.
51'. Under such circumstances are passengers compelled to wait ? Yes. The ferry-boats cannot got to
the Yeend-strcet jetty, because of ropes attached to the buoys when vessels arc being taken in and out of
the dock.
55. If the wharves are altered as proposed by this Bill, and the sheer-legs shifted, that inconvenience
would he obviated ? Yes, because the buoys would be inside the track of the steamers, and the ropes would
not prevent them going in.
56. would the steamers then be able to call there on all their trips ? Yes.
57. Mr. Towny.] Is it your opinion that property-holders in Mort-street would have any cause to
complain that their property will be depreciated ? J do not see it.
58. If Clayton-street he continued, would not the traffic he diverted from Mort-street along Claytonstreet ? It might, but it would make little difference.
59. Then, in your opinion, the alteration will not deteriorate property in Mort-street? Ho.
60. Mr. Manning.~\ Which would be the principal thoroughfare ? Mort-street, up to corner of Mort and
New John-street. People would have to go 146 feet further, but through a better street.

11
Q.L.
Deloitte,
Esq.
13 Mar., 1883.

Mr. Bobert Broderick Phelps called in and examined:—
jfj
61. Mr. Manning.'] You are a resident at Balmain, on the south side of Waterview Bay? Yes.
U Phelps.
62. Do you travel by that ferry ? Yes, daily.
63. Do you know the alterations proposed by this Bill? Yes.
13Mar., 1883.
64. Are you a property-holder there ? Yes.
65. In your opinion, would the proposed alterations he for the general advantage to the public in that
neighbourhood? Yes, 1 consider they would he a great advantage to people travelling and to propertyholders and the inhabitants of Balmain generally.
66. The main traffic would still come round by Mort-street ? Yes, I think it would.
67. So that property in Mort-street would not he affected in any way ? No.
68. With regaid to the alteration on the north side, do you think that will he an advantage? It would
be a great advantage to the people, because they would be able to depend upon the steamer calling in
in a proper way ; at present they cannot do so.
69. Mr. Young.] Are you aware of any feeling against this Bill among the residents ? I know there is
some opposition on the part of a few persons, but I was not aware there was much until yesterday when
I saw a petition being signed against the Bill.
"
70. You are aware that there are a body of people over there that object to this Bill ? I cannot say I
would call them a body of people; there is a feeling on the part of a few, I believe, hut I cannot say I
have met witli any one who has any great objection to it.
71. You know a petition has been signed against it? Yes.
72. Chairman.] As a matter of fact, does not the opposition principally come from a local publican who
thinks his interests will be affected ? Yes, so I understand.
73. Mr. Fletcher.] During the late general elections, was not this made a question for and against the
alterations ? I cannot say I remember that such was the ease—it might have been so.
74. You say you saw persons signing a petition : did you see them yourself ? Yes.
75. Wrerc you asked to sign the petition ? No. The petition was in charge of a youth.
76. Did you hear any one asked to sign the petition? I cannot say I heard anybody asked directly
during the time I was passing,
77. Did you see anybody sign tbc petition? Yes, 1 saw four working-men, and I believe that after they
signed it they were soriy they had done so, from what one of them said to me. An expression which fell
from one of them as he rushed to sign it was—“It is against the dock ; I will sign.”
78. You did not hear anything from the youth in charge of the petition as to why they were asking for
signatures ? No; he was rather a quiet lad.

Mr. William Broomfield called in and examined :—
Mr. W.
79. Mr. Maiming.] You are a resident on the north side of Waterview Bay ? Yes, at Snail’s Bay.
Broomfield.
80. Do you know the alterations proposed to be made on both sides ? Yes.
81. Would the alterations on your side be an advantage to the people living there ? Decidedly an advan
tage. It is nearly an every-day occurrence that the steamers taking us from Darling-street miss Snail’s 13 Mar., 1883.
Bay altogether, on account of the large vessels overlapping the Snail’s Bay wharf.
82. With regard to the south side, do you know anything about that ? Yes.
83. Would the proposed alteration there be an advantage, in your opinion ? A great advantage. Erom
Snail’s Bay wharf it would then bo a direct line, and the buoys would be all inside, so that the wharfs
would not interfere with the jetties.
84. Do you think any person can reasonably object to the alterations ? No, I do not see why they should;
I do not see how they well can ; I believe it is intended to widen John-street.
85. Would not the widening of John-street bring all the traffic up Mort-street and make the property
there just as valuable as ever ? It would improve the property there.
86. It would improve the property in John-street, and would not injuriously affect the property in Mortstreet? No ; there are no buildings at all on that portion of Mort-street that they want to shut up ; the
traffic would only he forced 146 feet further, I believe.
87. The main traffic would still go up Mort-street by John-street ? Certainly.
88. Mr. Sums.] How long have you been resident at Balmain ? Twelve years, I think ; I have been at
Snail’s Bay for three years.
89. Has there been any opposition to this proposal? I. believe there has been something of the kind;
there was a meeting last night at Balmain, and they are getting up a petition,
90.
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Mr. \V. 90. Do you know who the parties arc ? No; 1 know they are getting any one they can to sign the
Broomfield, petition.
1 waa looking over it yesterday afternoon, and I saw there were a lot of Vernon boys had
signed it.
13Mttr., 1£83. 91. Do you see any reason for tlie opposition to tlie Bill? No, only a spirit of opposition. It cannot
affect property there, except as an improvement. J. know everybody at Snail’s Bay without exception
would be in favour of moving the Snail’s Bay wharf.
92. Chairman.'] In favour of the alterations proposed by this Bill ? Yes. It happens very frequently
that the ferry-boats cannot land their passengers or call for them at Snail’s Bay. Only on Friday night
I wanted to catch a tram, and the steamer did not stop at Snail’s Bay, and wo were delayed half an hour.
93. Mr. Young.] You said nearly every one at Snail’s Hay would be in favour of the proposed alteration
—you didnot apply that observation to the other side ? I do not know so much about that side, hut I sec
no reason why they should object; I do not know so much about the alteration on the other side.
94. You know the proposed new street is called Clayton-street: if Clayton-street were extended up to
New John-street and up New John-street to Mort-street, wrould it divert the traffic from Mort-street and
depreciate the value of property iu Mort-street ? I do not think so ; the shops are iu Mort-street now ;
there are only a few private houses in Clayton-street.
"
95. Chairman.] Mr. Young wishes to know whether yon think the proposed alteration would depreciate
property in Mort-street ? No, I do not see why it should.
.

James Peter Franki, Esq., called in and examined:—
, J. P,
9G.
You are Manager of the Mort’s Dock and Engineering Company ? Yes,
Franki, Esq. 97_ ^llt^
foecn TeBident at Balmain for a number of years ? Yes.
.
98. Mr. Manning.] I believe you have been requested by tbc Marine Board totry and make somealtera13 Mar., 1883. tiojjg to give greater facilities to the ferry-steamers plying to Waterview Bay ? Yes.
99. And it was with a desire to carry out this wish of the Marine Board "that you first took up this
matter to sec what could be done ? Yes.
100. By the proposals you make now, the ships brought up to your dock will not interfere with the
landing of passengers at Snail’s Bay or with the traffic from Snail’s Bay? No, not at all.
101. Your large buoys will be inside the line of traffic ? Yes.
102. Do you use the laud at the east side of Mort-street now? No, we are not using it.
103. If you were to use it, would that necessarily still further interfere with the traffic of the ferrysteamers? Yes, if we did use it, it would still further impede the navigation—the fcrry-stcamcrs could not
get in and out at all.
104. By the plan you now suggest you would be able to use this land, and the public would he able to
land at the jetties at all times without interruption ? Yes.
105. In your opinion, will the traffic in any way be diverted from Mort-street by the alterations ? No, it
cannot bo, because wc are going to widen John-street to make that a regular parade, and make it almost
a level road where it is now a steep incline; we are going to put a wall so as to make it level with
that portion of Mort-sfrcct, so that carriages can drive round.
106. Mort-street must he the main street all through ? Yes. We intend, in fact, to improve the
approaches, which will increase the value of property; people will naturally go where there is most room.
107. The traflie not being impeded will also tend to improve the value of property there ? Of course.
108. Clayton-street, above John-street, is a- narrow street with only a few private houses in it ? That is
all; there is nothing on one side, and on tlie other side only a few weatherboard cottages.
109. 'With regard to the improvements on the north side, apart from all question of the Company, do you
think they will be a great improvement to the public? Yes. Last week for three or four hours the
ferry-steamers could not call in because the ships were in transit from the wharf to the sheers or into
the dock.
110. As a matter of fact, the prosperity of Mort-street and Balmain lias been brought about by the dock
and the business coming to the dock ? Yes.
111. And the more business that comes to the dock, the better for the people in Mort-street ? Yes.
Some improvement must he made,or business men will not come to that part of Balmain if they cannot get
into town readily.
112. Chairman.] You are aware that there is a certain amount of opposition to this Bill from some local
residents ? Yes ; I saw a petition being signed indiscriminately by boys and everybody else.
113. Having been long resident in Balmain, you have had frequent opportunities of judging of public
feeling there? Yes.
'
.
114. Are the people generally in favour of the proposed improvements ? Yes, except a few ; there are
,
two public-houses there, and a butcher’s shop further up ; all the business to these public-houses comes
from the dock and the ships lying in the dock.
115. It frequently happens that passengers to and from Balmain suffer considerable inconvenience through
the ferry-boats not being able to get in at the present time ? Yes, which all tlie directors and masters of
the boats can prove. There was a ease not long ago where the man in charge of a steamer actually cut a
rope because it was in his way.
11G. Mr. Fldcher.] I think you stated that the alteration as proposed by this Bill will not depreciate
property in Mort-street ? I am positive about that—it cannot.
117. Is it necessary for tlie carrying out of the works connected with the dock that you should extend the
wharf on the south and north side of tlie bay, as proposed in this Bill ? It is.
IIS. Can these works on the south side be extended without removing the steamer jetty ? No, they can
not; we cannot get the accommodation without interfering with the ferry wharf altogether; we would
have to build out on the other side on our land, and that would shut the ferry-boats out altogether ; they
have only got 50 feet, the width of the street, and if they could come in at'all they would have to come
end on.
119. Do I understand that that is the whole of the space available for the ferry-boats ? Yes ; they are
encroaching on our land now ; they come in sideways, and we could prevent that.
120. If the alterations are made on the north and south sides as proposed, will there he a clear and straight
course for the ferry-boats ? Yes, perfectly clear.
121.
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J. P. llranlri,
121. Mr. Young.'] What is the width of Clayton-street as it is now ? 30 feet.
Esq.
122. And of Mort-street? 50 feet. We propose to make the new street in lieu of Mort-street 50
feet.
_
123. If Clayton-street were formed and made like Mort-street,would the principal traffic still go up Mort- 13 Mur., 1883.
street ? 'Yes,
124. And property there would be in no way depreciated? No, it would bo improved.
125. Mr. Garrard.] "What is the difference between the level of Mort-street at the junction of Johnstreet and the level of Clayton-street at tlie junction of John-street? I think not more than 4 or 5
feet when we build it up ; we intend to build it up so as to make tlie gradient easier.
12G. Is it a fact that Mort-street is an easier gradient than Clayton-street will be ? I do not think so,
because it will be made with an inclination down to the same level, down to the wharf; we will build up
the wharf to any level the Council require, to give it any inclination they like. There is not more than
4 or 5 feet difference now\
■
127. There is an increased height there at the junction of Clayton-street and John-street, as compared
with Mort-street and John-street—a steeper incline? Not necessarily, because wc can raise the wharf
up 2 or 3 feet and make the inclination to ease it off.
1.28. Chairman.] It is your intention to construct the wharf so as to do away with that inclination ? To
construct it to the Council’s satisfaction.
•
123. Mr. Hutchinson^] Is it necessary for carrying on the works to take in this small piece of ground—
could you not take in land on the north side or in any other direction ? No, it would not answer tlie
same purpose.
130. Mr. Garrard.] Do you not think the landing of passengers at Clayton-street proposed wharf would
bo the means of diverting the passenger traffic up that street and ignoring Mort-street between New- Johnstreet and Cameron-street? No, I do not think so; people would not go up Cameron-street, which is
only a narrow lane, in preference to a good street like Mort-street.
131. Are you aware whether the opponents of this Bill have had the opportunity of putting their views
before either the Borough Council or this Committee ? Yes; the matter has been before the Borough
Council for five or sis months,
132. Mr. Manning.] The intention to apply for the Bill was advertised during the last Session of Parlia
ment ? Yes.
133. And also for the usual time before application was made to the present Parliament? Yes.
134. Chairman.] Was not the Bill introduced into the House before the dissolution of the last Parlia
ment? Yes.
135. And has it not been advertised for four consecutive weeks during this Session? Yes.

Mr. Samuel Briggs called in and examined :—
Mr, 3. Briggs.
13G. Chairman.] You arc an engineer ? Yes.
137. What position do you occupy at; the present time ? Manager of the Balmain Steam Ferry.
ISMarTlfisk
138. Jtfr. Manning.] You know tlie alterations proposed in this Bill ? Yes.
130. As far as your interest is concerned, do you think you will be benefited by tliese alterations ? Yes,
very muck, I think the travelling public will save from seven to eight minutes in travelling from tlie
dock to Erakine-street. There is at present a good deal of delay and inconvenience, generally in the
morning, which is the most important time to passengers, when they are shifting the position of the mailboats and other vessels in the neighbourhood of the dock, the buoys from which the lines are run out
being between the line of traffic and the wharves.
140. The short extra distance the passengers would have to walk from the proposed new wharf would be
no inconvenience, compared to the convenience of access to the wharf that would he afforded by the
proposed alteration ? None whatever, compared to the time they lose now at Snail’s Bay wharf; wc
nave to go out to ascertain point and back to Snail's Bay wharf, which causes a delay of seven or eight
minutes.
141. There would be no difficulty in the way of carrying out those plans ? No difficulty whatever.
142. Where do you live ? -Fust above the Company’s works.
143. Which wharf do you land at ? Mort-street wharf.
144. If the Company were to utilize their laud to the east of Mort-street, would you be able to use the
present wharf ; if they were to run out wharves from it, would it not considerably inconvenience you in
your use of the ferry wharf ? Yes. we could not do it—it would block us out. Now, if they have a
Collier discharging coal, wc cannot put a boat on that side.
145. With the wharf as proposed by the Bill you would have ample room ? Yes.
14G. Do you think property in Mort-street above John-street would be in any way depreciated by the
alteration ? In my opinion it would he enhanced iu value ; a great deal of land now unsold would be
taken up and houses built on it. Tbe only difference it would make- would be that people would have to
walk 140 or 150 feet further in leaving the ferry wharf ; 1 think the new street would be better for tbe
public.
•
147. Chairman.] You have been a resident of Balmain for a good many years ? Yes, seventeen years.
MS. And you have pretty good opportunity of knowing the public feeling about this matter ? Yes.
140. What is your opinion? There are a great number in favour of the alteration.150. There is some opposition ? Yes, a few of those interested round the locality, but not many.
151. Mr. Hutchinson.] Tbe wharf to be erected there would have to be at a higher elevation than the old
wharf, consequently the gradients would not be greater? Yes.
Mr. William Woodman called in and examined:—
152. Chairman?] What arc you ? Master of one of the Balmain ferry-boats plying to Waterview Bay.
Mr.
153. Mr. Manning?] Do you find great inconvenience with the wharves as at present situated there ? W.Woodman.
Yes, between Snail's Bay and what wc call Mort’s Dock.
154. Have you considerable difficulty in getting inlo Sunil’s Bay wharf at times ? Yes, great difficulty, 13 Mnr.,1883.
and groat difficulty in getting into the dock wharf too.
155.
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5° your PasaeilKers complain about the difficulty—being kept waiting.Very often.
_ -^0 y°u
where it is proposed to put Iho new whnrf ? JN^o.
13 Mar.. 1883.
,? ^1C new '^ia^ were Pl!t near to uhere the sheer-legs are now (pointing out the spot on the plan)
ana the other wharf at Clajrton-street, would that give you a clear course across ? Yes, if the buoys
were taken away.
1
15S. Would not your course then be outside the buoys ? No ; one buoy, the P. and 0. buoy, would be
outside, Jf the two outside buoys were taken up we would have a clear course*
15£>. Chairman.'] You are of opinion that something is required to alter the existing state of affairs P Yes.
1G0. So inr as you understand the proposed alterations, in your opinion they will be decided improve
ments P Yes. It is a great detriment not only to us but to the public as it is now.
1G1. Mi. Garrard^] If the buoys between the present Snail’s Bay wharf and Mort-street were taken
away the difficult}' would be removed ? Yes.
162. Mr. Fletcher.] Even supposing there were no buoys in your courseto tlie present wharves, when a
large vessel is lying at the sheer-legs you could not go straight in ? No.
163. If the sheer-legs were shifted further in towards the dock, and the wharf, as proposed hy this Bill,
jmt outside the sheer-legs, that would enable you to run straight in ? Yes, provided they bad no buoys
in tbe road.
J
Mr. Henry Aitken called in and examined:—
164. Chairman.]' You are master of a ferry-boat running between Sydney and Balmain ? Yes.
165. Mr. Manning.] Are you constantly put to inconvenience in using the wharves at Mort-street and
Snail s Bay ? Yes.
13 Mar., 1883
‘ 166. Are there times when you cannot get into Snail’s Bay wharf at all ? Yes.
167. Because of vessels passing at the time to and fro from the sheer-legs? Yes, from vessels lying at the
sheer-legs and having lines out to the buoys.
168. And vessels passing by ? Not so much that; we can always get on one side or the other of them.
It is the lines out to the buoys that are the greatest hindrance.
169. Do you know Clay ton-street ? Yes,
170. Suppose Clayton-street were continued to tlie water’s edge, and made 50 feet wide, and a wharf
put there instead of at Mort-street, and another wharf run out outside the sheer-legs, would these two
wharves he more convenient to the public than the present ones ? Yes, a great deal more.
171. Would that give you a perfectly clear course across, and enable you to save time and keep time ?
les; it they had a Wharf there, of course the buoys they have there now would be shifted for their own
purposes.
172. You would then have a clear course? Yes.
173. Do you ever now have difficulty in getting to Mort-street wharf when vessels aro being shifted ?
xes, when they have their lines out to the buoys.
174. If there is a vessel coaling now on the east side of the jetty you can only use one side of it ? We
cannot use either side—we can only go to the end when they have a line out to the buoy.
175. At the new wharf as proposed you would be able to got in anyhow you liked P Yes, clear of everyMr. H.
Aitken.

176. Chairman.] You think the proposed alterations would be a decided improvement? Yes.
177. You have frequent opportunities of hearing the travelling public express their opinions ? Yes.
178. So far as you are able to form an opinion, aro they in favour of the alteration ? There are a great
many in favour of it, but others are against it.
179. Are the majority in favour of it ? Yes.
180- Mr. Hutdan
Who arc principally against it^are they people living in the neighbourhood ? I
think some of them are, but many of them complain of the inconvenience of the present arrangements.
181. Are there any against closing up Mort-street and opening Clayton-street? Yes.
182. Are they principally persons having property there? Yes, I think so.
183. Would any inconvenience arise to passengers living a little distance from Mort-street? No, I do
not think so ; they may ha?e a few feet further to walk, but that does not matter.
184. How much longer time would it take ? About a minute perhaps.
185. Mr. Young.] You say that if the proposed change were made, the Company would change the position
ol these buoys for their own purposes ? Yes, that is what I hear people saying.
ISC. Would not buoys be required then for the same purposes as now, to enable vessels to go outlie
i D-S^vrYT^ t?°U!j
c^ail6e them P They would have to change them if they shifted the sheer-legs,
i^
should they change the position of tlie buoys because the positions of these wharves ore
changed ? They would have to change the two outer buoys on account of changing the sheer-legs.
1,88y ,J;heyeI bll0>'s are for use lj)r vessels going on the slips, arc they not? Yes, but they would all be
shifted if this change is made.
WEDNESDAY, 14 MARCH, 1883.

lOrcscnt;—

Mr. BITKNS,
Mn. ELETCHEH,

Mu. HUTCHINSON,
Mn. GARRARD,
Mr. ROBERTS.
ANGrUS CAMEKON, Esq., in the Chair.
Mr. C. J. Manning appeared as Counsel for the Bill.

Albert Elkington, Esq., sworn and examined:—
your name ? Albert Elkington.
are a resident of Balmain? Yes.
And hare been for a number of years ? Yes.
14 Mar., 1883. peg}
And you know the district and tlie people very well, and are a constant traveller hy the ferries ?
Yes.
193.
A. Elkington, 189. Chairman.] What Is
^ 190. Mr. Manning.] You
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193. Ato you aware of the alterations proposed hy this Bill? I am.
A. Elkington,
191. And you arc aware that it is proposed to close that little hit of Mort-street, helow John-street,
®511‘
where the ferry lands now ? Yes ; opposite the “ t'orth and Clyde Hotel.”
i/aT^'^Thr'i
195. It is proposed to widen Johu-street and level it—make it 50 feet wide, and carry down the street1 ^ 883,
in continuation of Clayton-street, and huild a wharf. In your opinion would that be a desirable thing
or not ? Desirable, generally speaking.
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Jlreecnt:—

Mr. BURNS,
Me. FIiBTCHER,
Me. GARRARD,

ANGUS CAMERON,

Me. HUTCHINSON,
Me. ROBERTS,
Mn. TEECE.
Esq, in the Chair.

C. J. Manning, Esq, Barrister-at-law, instructed hy the Promoters of the Bill, was present; G. B.
Simpson, Esq, Barrister-at-law, instructed hy Mr. Curtiss, was present in the interests of the
Objectors to the Bill.
Albert Elkington. Esq, called in and sworn, and further examined:—
196. Chairman.'] You know the object for which this Committee has been appointed? Yes.
A. Elkington,
197. Mr. Manning^] You know the streets which it is proposed to close nndcr the Mort’s Bay ImproveEnqmentBill? Yes.
r—-A-—s
198. Do the general public suffer any inconvenience nnder the present arrangements of the streets lead-16Mar, 1883.
ing to the wharf near Mort's works? Generally speaking ilicre is some inconvenience.
199. Generally speaking you know the inconvenience attaching to the streets as now laid out ? Yes.
200. In the interests of tlie public, is it very desirable to make some arrangements to facilitate traffic to
and from the public wharf? Most decidedly; that is the great evil now,
201. If what is proposed by the Bill were carried into effect, do you think it would affect seriously any
private interests'in Mort-street ? It would affect the hotel—with this proviso, that wc have in Balmain
the Local Option Act in force. They seem to think they would lose their business by the introduction
of another public-house in the neighbourhood; but one could not be put there for three years.
202. The main traffic would go along John-street? Yes.
203. If, instead of the arrangements proposed by the Bill, a street were made to run diagonally, to continue
Mort-slrcct to the proposed wharf, and John-street. were made 50 feet wide, do you think thou there could ho
possibly any objection toil. That would be still a greater benefit, and the “ Forth and Clyde” public-house
would not suffer to the extent of a brass farthing. I suggested that the proposed new street should bo
mode in a diagonal direction.
20-1. Mr. Simpson] Tlie street you propose would open into Mort-street only ? Yes. .
205. Mr. Manning] If the street wore made to take a diagonal direction it would be a greater advantage
oven than the street proposed by the Bill, and it would not injure anybody ? In my opinion no one
would suffer.
206. The only difference would he that people would have to walk 30 foot further, hut the incline
would ho easier ? Yes.
207. Both for passenger traffic and vehicular traffic the road you propose would he bettor than the present
road? Yes; it would not only he an advantage to passenger and goods traffic, hut it would also he an
advantage to the dock, and to the public generally of Balmam; and 1 do not see how it could possibly bo
an injury to any one.
208. You are aware of the alterations proposed on either side? Yes.
209. You know how difficult it is now for a steamer to come up to Yeend-street wharf? Yes; I travel
that way every morning and evening.
210. In fact a steamer cannot lie at the wharf without overlapping the Company’s property on either
side ? Yes, the ground on both sides.
211. At any rate the Company’s ground ? To some extent; I am told it is the Company’s ground.
212. Tf the alterations proposed hy the Bill were effected, would it he an improvement so far as the
general public is concerned ? Not with the proposed steps.
213. You say the present arrangements aro a great disadvantage ? Yes.
214. Leaving the steps out of consideration, would the alteration proposed hy the Bill be au improve
ment ? It would.
215. And a still greater improvement if a little more land were given so as to bring Ballast Point Road
round to tlie comer? Yes ; there is a very steep quarry, and that must bo cut down to an easy gradient;
they must not have steps.
216. Can you see that any person could have any reasonable objection to tlie proposed alteration of the
wharf? No; the alteration of the wharf from where it; is now to whore it is projmsed to place it would
he a greater convenience—from the foot of Yeend-street to the continuation of Ronald-strcet would bo a
great improvement.
217. But there would be a still greater improvement if a small quantity of land wore given so that Ballast
Point Road could be continued towards tlie wharf? It would be a greater incline.
218. Mr, Simpson.] You spoke of a, public-house at the corner of Mort-street ? Yes.
219. Are there houses on both sides of Mort-street ? Yes.
220. How far up do they extend ? Bight up to Darling-street. There are open spaces; but for two or
three hundred yards, I should imagine, it is closely neighboured. Beyond 200 yards up from
Darling-street it is built on; it is then mostly vacant ground until you come to the 11 Warwick Castle
Hotel.”
221.
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Elkington, 221. "What kind of 'buildings—private residences or shops ? There are shops ou a small scale.
■kfl222. Mostly shops ? I think not; about half and half 1 should say. There are two public-houses and
some shops, and ordinary dwelling-houses.
16 Mar.,1883. 223. But more shops than dwelling-houses?
I would not like to say; I never counted them,
224. People having shops would be seriously interfered with by the proposed alterations ? They would
no doubt have cause for complaint.
225. Very serious cause for complaint? I do not think so.
220. The'traffic at all events would be diverted from past their shops to other places? ISTo ; no one would
go up Clayton-street; the inclination would be to go along Mort-street; but times are very bad, and
possibly they would make the proposed alterations a score of complaint.
227. At all events they would have cause of complaint ? Yes.
22S. Are you in any way connected with Mort's Bock and Engineering Company? I do not own a single
share in the Company, and have nothing to do with them, except perhaps selling them articles in the way
of business.
229. As to tbe proposed continuation of Clayton-street; is there not a steep ascent there? It is better
now than it was.
_
230. Is there not a very steep ascent now ? Not too much—a cart can go up it.
231. What would be about the incline ? About the same incline as there is in Hunter-street, going from
Pitt-street towards Castlercagh-strcet.
232. Not more? I think not; that is from New John-street—it is a steep street.
233. The whole distance is on an incline ? No, part of it is level.
234. How far docs the incline extend ? I should think about 150 feet.
235. A cart could go up it, you say ? Yes.
236. With great difficulty ? No, easily—more, easily than up jmrtions of Darling-street. The general
tendency of traffic would be up Mort-street.
237. For what reason ? Chiefly from old associations.
23S. Do yon know there has been a very large public meeting at Balmain to protest against the Mort’s
Bay Improvement Bill ? No; 1 was not there; I read something about it in the Evening News.
239. At all events it has come to your knowledge that a public meeting of the inhabitants of Balmain has
been held to protest against the Bill? Yes.
240. Taking the Bill as it stands, what do you think of it ? I have not read it.
241. But you say the proposed alterations, the continuation of Eonald-street for instance, will be a public
convenience provided certain things are done ? Yes, it will be a great benefit.
242. Those things are? The removal of the sheer-legs wharf, and Ihc removal of the public wharf to the
eastern side of Eonald-street.
243. That land is to ho given up hy the Dock Company and formed into a street ? Yes, formed and
made on a gentle incline.
244. And in addition you think there should not be any steps at the foot of Eonald-street ? No.
245. Although yon have not read the Bill, you sec by the plan on the table what the proposed alterations
are ? Yes.
216. And in your opinion the proposed alterations aro not advisable? I do not say that; they arc
advisable even as the Bill stands now.
247. Mr. Manning.'] But iu would be a still greater improvement if what you suggest were carried out ?
Yes.
‘
243. Mr. Simjison.] In your opinion there ought not to be any steps at the foot of Konald-strcct? No,

A.

Mr. Edward Harmon Buchanan called iu, sworn, and examined:—
249. Chairman.] You are, I believe, one of the Aldermen for the Borough of Balmain ? Yes.
Buchanan, 250. How long have you held that position ? I was elected in February.
s 25L You are one of tbo persons who attended tbe public meeting held at Balmain in opposition to the
1G Mar., 1883. Bill now before Parliament, which Bill proposes to close certain streets near Mort’s dock ? Yes.
252. And you addressed the meeting and seconded one of tbc resolutions ? Yes.
253. Have you seen a report of your speech published in any of the daily papers? I saw a report in the
Evening Mews, and a short report in the Herald.
254. You are reported to have said—Mr. Cameron, the Chairman of Committees, had charge of the Bill,
and was to pilot it through. He was connected with the iron trades, and it wras impossible for him to deal
impartially in tbe matter. He (Mr. Cameron) had been solicited by the Dock Company to take charge of
the Bill. They had Mr. Young present, who had come to hear tbe voice of the people on the matter, and
he hoped be would deal with the matter on if s merits. There was more in these matters than appeared on
the surface. Tbe gentleman who was piloting tbe Bill through had said be would take d---- good care
the gentlemen selected for the Coinrniflee were on it.” Did you make that statement ? If you will allow
me I null---255. I would like you to answer my question direct? I did not. My statements are reported in such a
way as to be liable to mislead. If you will allow' mo I can easily explain. T said tbat Mr. Cameron had
charge of the Bill, and I was led to believe }rou bad charge of the Bill in preference to one of the Members
representing Balmain—Mr. Garrard or Mr. Hutchinson. As to tbe remark about the iron trades: there
were a great many dock people at tlie meeting, and 1 said that Mr. Cameron had received during bis
parliamentary career, great support from the iron trades, and having received such support you would
naturally be on their side—that is, the side of those who bad supported you in your elections.
256. To come to tbe sentence in your reported speech—“ The gentleman who was piloting tbc Bill
through bad said he would take damned good care the gentlemen selected for the Committee were on
it” ? I did not say “ damned”; I said “ d.”
257. With a dash ? Yes.
258. And you intended to convey the impression that I had used such an expression ? I bad it----259. But your intention was to convey the impression ihnt T had used the expression I have named ? Yes.
260. "Who was your authority for it? Am I forced to give up my authority?—I had authority for
saying it. but I should not like to give up the gentleman’s name without his permission.
261.
Mr. E. H.
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261. As a matter of fact had you not some conversation on this matter with Mr. Pigott, one of the Mr. E. H.
Buchanan.
Members for Canterbury ? Yes.
262. And you are perfectly prepared to say that this statement made hy you, by which you sought to
1G Mar. ,1883.
convey tlie impression that 1 had used the word “ damned,” is true ? I did not say “ damned.”
263. ’Well “ d ”—you say you used that witli the intention of showing that I used the word ? Yes.
264!. You had that from Mr. Pigott ? I cannot say that. I. think I might be allowed to explain. When
I was addressing the meeting I called attention to the fact that the public voice had not been obtained in
regard to the proposed alterations of streets, and showed there was an amount of activity on the other
side to rush the thing through—that the Chairman of Committees had shown a spirit of antagonism
against any voice of the people being obtained, by opposing tbe selection of a Committee by ballot. We
wanted the Committee to he appointed by ballot."
265. You wished the Committee to whom this Bill was to he referred to be selected by baEot ? Yes.
266. To whom did you convey such wish—did you at any time signify to me, as the Member in charge of
the Bill, any wish to have the Committee selected hy ballot P I bad no idea the Committee was to he
appointed.
267. Arc you not aware that all private Bills brought before Parliament are sent to a Select Committee ?
Yes.
268. Did you, or did any other of the gentlemen who are objecting to the Bill, convey to me a wish that
the Committee should be balloted for ? No, I never did.
"
260. Mr. iSYnpywon.] Where do you live ? In Ballast Point Bead, Balmain.
270. You heard the Chairman just now inform the Committee that your evidence could not he depended
upon because of certain charges made against him? Yes.
271. Eightly or wrongly you made statements at the meeting, the truth of which you believed in at the
time you made them ? ' Yes.
"
272. Prom information you had received, which you looked upon as reliable? Yes.
273. You did not mean to say the statements were true ? As I said before, I simply told the
meeting I considered wc had not had a fair show—the public voice had not been heard on the question.
274. You did not wish to convey an imputation against Mr. Cameron as Chairman of the Committee, or
suggest that lie was acting unfairly or likely to act unfairly ? I simply said that, in his parliamentary
career, lie had received great support from the iron trades, and that lie would naturally lean towards them;
but as a Member of Parliament I believe he will deal with the matter on its merits.
275. Mr. Burns.] In what way had the public voice not been consulted by the Bill ? As late as August
of last year, when the question was mooted in Balmain, persons pecuniarily interested in the streets it is
proposed to close waited upon the Mayor of the borough, and asked him to call a public meeting. A
meeting was not called, ami no explanation as to why it was not called was ever given.
276. Did you not observe that it was the intention to introduce this Bill last Session? I noticed it in
common with others. But Parliament was dissolved, and wc waited until the re-asscmbling of another,
and until notice of the introduction of the Bill appeared on the Paper.
277. Mere you not aware that it was quite competent for you, or any other objector to the Bill, to
approach the Assembly hy petition against iho Bill? Yes; hut we got up a petition to tbc Mayor to
convene a public meeting. It was ten days, however, before a meeting was called.
278. But were you prevented from giving expression to your opinion on the matter ? No; only there was
a little delay over it.
27S). Whose fault was that? I cannot say.
280. The fault of any delay in taking action against the Bill must lie with tlie objectors ? I and several
others thought the first step to take was to call a public meeting to obtain the voice of the public. I did
not wish to rush in if I was the only opponent of the Bill. As soon as we had an opportunity we called
a public meeting.
‘
281. You have no case against the petitioners for the Bill because of the delay in calling a public meeting
against the Bill ? No.
282. It was not for those in favour of the Bill to call a public meeting against it? No.
283. "Whoso fault was it that action was not taken sooner to obtain the publicvoice on the Bill? I
cannot say.
284!. Chairman.Have you any idea how long it is since notice of application was advertised in the
Government Gazette and in the Sydney newspapers, during the present Session of Parliament ? I am not
in the habit of getting the Government Gazette, but I saw a notice of application in the Herald. Prom
my recollection I think it is about a month ago.
28o. Are you sure it is not six weeks ago ? It may be ; I cannot say from memory. But we took action
immediately after the notice was published.
286. Notice was advertised in the Government. Gazette and the Sydney Morning Herald on the 2nd of
February—when did you hold your meeting ? It was held last Monday night.
287. What was the day of the month? The 12th March. But we had requested the Mayor to call a
meeting about ten days before it was held.
288. You said something about not having received fair play in reference to this Bill, through my having
connection with and receiving support from the iron trades ? No, I said——
"
289. Did I not understand you to say that, when you explained the sentence in your speech at the meet
ing, as reported in the Press, you arc reported to have said that I was connected with the iron trades ?
That is a mistake.
290. You went on to say that in times gone by I had received a certain amount of support from the iron
trades ? Yes.
291. Do you wish to say that the iron trades generally arc in favour of the Bill? No ; but I thought
tlie Dock Company had gone to you, knowing that you had received support at your elections from the
iron trades, and would be likely to help them in every way you could ; and the voice of the public not
having been obtained, I was afraid the thing would be put through.
292. What I wish you to explain is, what connection there is between my receiving the support from the
iron trades, which you say I received, and this Bill which provides for the closing of certain streets in
Balmain ? I cannot explain ; but 1 cannot understand why one of the Parliamentary representatives of
Balmain was not entrusted until the charge of this Bill.
*
292—C
293.
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^r- H- 203. Is it not a fact that both the Members for Balmain, Mr. Hutchinson and Mr. Garrard, have declared
Buc Bnsn.
faT0Ur 0f
alterations of the streets as proposed by this Bill ? I believe they have.
_
' 294. Mr. Hutchinson.^ You say that a deputation waited upon the Mayor of Balmain, to request him to
Hi Mar., 1883. convene a public meeting, and that he refused to 'do so ? I did not say he refused to call a meeting; but
the meeting was never called. 1 know from one of the present Aldermen that several of them waited
upon you in reference to the meeting.
295. Are you aware of the reply given to that deputation ? I am aware that you said you would call a
meeting in a fortnight.
290. Are you aware that a meeting was held in August last year, at Balmain, in reference to the subject?
Not a meeting convened bv tbe Mayor.
297. A meeting convened by any other person—are you aware that one was held ? Yes.
293. You are aware that towards the end of last year a public meeting, convened by advertisement, was
held at Balmain to protest against this Bill? Yes, that was prior to the deputation waiting upon you.
The outcome of that meeting was that a deputation waited upon you.
299. Is it not incorrect for you to say that no meeting was held until this last meeting was called ? A
meeting was held, the outcome of which was that a deputation waited upon you to ask you to convene a
meeting.
300. Still a public meeting was held in August last year ? Yes.
_
_
301. Mr. Oarrard.'} AVhat do you understand hy a public meeting ? I do not consider the meeting which
Mr. Hutchinson referred to a public meeting. I think a public meeting should have been convened by tbe
Mayor.
302. As a matter of fact, the meeting that was held iu August was called hy persons interested personally
in the matter, and was called to sec what steps could he taken to oppose the Bill ? Yes.
303. And the outcome of tbat meeting was that a deputation waited upon tbe Mayor to ask him to call a
public meeting of the citizens of Balmain ? Yes.
304. Mr. Fletcher.'] At the public meeting held a few days ago, is it not a fact that you endeavoured to
convey an impression that Mr. Cameron’s connection with the iron trades made it impossible for him to
deal impartially with this Bill ? I do not say it is impossible for him to deal impartially with the Bill, hut
that he would, independently of his being a public man, be likely to be in favour of closing these streets,
305. Then you mean to convey this impression,—that he undertook charge of this Bill from a foregone
conclusion ? No,
30G. You say that, apart altogether from his being a Member of Parliament, or from his connection with
the iron trades, he would be in favour of closing these streets ? I said that I believed that as a public
man he would be in favour of closing the streets—he would bo favourably inclined towards the Dock
Company.
■
_
307. You say you believe the Chairman of Committees would be in favour of the proposed closing of streets,
in the interests of Mort’s Dock Company? Yes.
308. And in consequence of that sympathy you think he was selected to take charge of the Bill ? No, I
said I could not understand why be bad been selected to take charge of the Bill, but I did not say he bad
been selected simply because he had been supported by the iron trades.
309. But by inference you wanted the meeting to understand that the reason one of the two Members for
Balmain had not been selected to take charge of the Bill was, that Mr, Cameron would be more likely to
deal partially with the matter ? No,
310. Mr. Simpson.] Where do you live ? In Ballast Point Hoad,
311. You know Balmain very well ? Yes.
312. How long have you lived there ? About seven or eight years.
313. Have you any property on Ballast Point Road ? I have.
314. And you are in the habit of daily frequenting that road? Yes.
315. You are aware of the suggested deviations proposed by the Bill ? Yes; I have a copy of the Bill.
310. And you have read tbe preamble? Yes.
317. You know the wharfs referred to in the preamble, the wharfs at the bottom of Mort and Yeend
Streets? Yes.
318. Is it a fact, as is alleged in the preamble of the Bill, that those wharfs are not conveniently situated
for the use of passengers by steamers ? I think not.
319. Is it a fact that those wharfs are not conveniently situated for the use of the steamers and passengers,
and other boats ? The wharfs arc situated conveniently enough for passengers by the steamers.
320. They are? ATerv conveniently.
321. Is the passage of the said steamers and boats often impeded by tbe large and constantly increasing
number of steamers and other vessels resorting to the premises of the Company ? The impediments aro
not caused by the constant large and increasing number of steamers and other vessels, but hy the
warps that are thrown out to the vessels.
322. It would be better if you were to answer my question ; you can explain afterwards ? No, they arc
not impeded,
323. Now go on with your explanation ? There arc some impediments which are caused by warps thrown
out to vessels, and from the sheer-legs out to buoys in tbo centre of the bay.
324. Could they not be removed ? I believe the buoys could be shifted and the impediments done away
with to a great extent.
325. Whose buoys are they ? I cannot say ; I do not know whether they belong to Mort’sDock Com
pany or are under the charge of tbe Marine Board.
326. Aro they used by Alert’s Dock Company ? Yes.
327. In your opinion, there is no necessity whatever for the introduction of this Bill in order to remove
any impediments which may exist to the convenience of passengers by tbe steamers ? No, there is not.
328. You know the roads and streets which it is proposed by this Bill to close? Yes.
329. And you know tbe streets and roads which the Bill proposes to substitute ? 1 am not quiteclear as
regards Alert’s Dock Company's----330. Is it a fact that the closing of the roads and streets proposed hy this Bill would not occasion any
public loss or inconvenience, if other roads and streets leading to the shores of the hay, in the immediate
neighbourhood of the said existing streets or roads were substituted? It would be both an inconvenience
and a loss.
331.
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331. The closing of the roads and streets as proposed by the Bill would be both a public inconvenience ^r'Eand a loss, even though the streets which tlie Bill proposes to substitute were so substituted? Tes.
Buchanan.
332. "Will you please explain to the Committee what you mean by that? As regards Mort-street, there
wc have a good wide street, of an easy gradient—the only straight street leading to the waters of the bay
‘
on the northern side of Barling lioad, which is the main thoroughfare in Balmain leading to and from the
other suburbs. It is tlie only easy gradient we have for taking traffic from the water’s edge. There
would he an inconvenience in making a blind street of that, and the traffic having to come up John-street,
which has a steep rise from Mort-street to Clayton-street. Clayton-street is a narrow street of 38 feet
width. I believe it is proposed to widen it by nO feet to the water. That is as much as I know of the
inconvenience of the proposed arrangement. It will put the traffic into a right-angled street, which will
have a rise of about 10 feet, and will be much narrower than the present Mort-street. The incline will
be much greater and the distance will be increased. I believe it will be a great public loss to the whole
of the people of Balmain if the only wide street we have on that side of the bay is taken away.
333. Now with regard to the owners of property abutting on Mort-street, the private interests, how will
this Bill affect them ? Well, the blocking of Mort-street, in my opinion, would mean throwing away tho
greater portion of those businesses. People built the places and established businesses there knowdng
that that was the only outlet to and from the urater, and in the belief that it would always be retained as
a main street.
334i. Then you believe that the closing of Mort-street, as proposed, will not only be a loss to the owners
of property in that street, hut a very great injustice P Yes.
335. That it would seriously interfere with the vested rights and interests in those streets ? Tes.
330. "Will you describe to the Committee tho nature of the buildings in Mort-street—does the majority
consist of shops or private houses ? I think they are pretty evenly balanced. There are two or three
large hotels; and there is one of the largest butchering establishments in Balmain situated iu Mort-street.
There are two butchers' establishments in the street ?
337. Any other businesses ? There is a grocery establishment, a greengrocery, and a plumber's shop. Then
*
at the end of Mort-street there is another hotel—the “ Warwick Castle”—that is at the intersection of
Mort-street with Barling-street.
338. You do not profess to have mentioned all the shops and business premises there? I am not particu
larly well acquainted with the exact number of shops.
339. Are there not several small shops ? Tes, there aro several small shops—ginger-beer and lolly-shops.
340. And you believe that all the shops you have mentioned might just as well close altogether if the
street is closed ? Not all of them. 1 have mentioned the “ Warwick Castle Hotel,” for instance.
341. But down near the water ? As far as Cameron-street—up to that street I believe tbat nine-tenths
of the business places would simply bo business places iu name if Mort-street is closed.
342. Their businesses would be ruined ? Yes.
343. Do you believe the value of property, apart from the injury to business people, would be materially
depreciated if the proposed alterations are carried out ? Greatly.
"
344. I suppose there are owners of property in Mort-street living elsewhere—would their interests he
interfered with ? Greatly.
345. There is an allegation towards the end of the preamble to the Bill which reads: “And whereas it is
greatly for the benefit of the public and especially of those owning land in the neighbourhood of the said
existing streets or roads that every facility should be given for the extension of the works of the said
Company”—Can you say whether it would be for tlie benefit of the public to carry out the proposed
alterations P No, it would not.
346. Would it not in any way bo for the benefit of the public, especially of those oivning land in tho
neighbourhood of the said existing streets or roads, that every facility should be given for the extension
of the works of the said Company ? No.it would bo detrimental to them.
347. So far from its being any benefit to them it wrould damage them ? Tes.
348. Mr. fflctcher^\ That is, the extension of the Company’s works would damage them ? Giving them
every facility to extend them would.
349. Mr. Simpson] Giving the Company every facility for extending their works would not only not bo a
benefit to the public, but would damage them ? Tes.
'
350. There are Schedules to the Bill, marked A, B, and C, and so on. Looking at the parcels of land
described in Schedules A, B, and 0—if those parcels of laud were turned into streets or roads, would
those streets or roads, in your opinion, prove more convenient than the existing roads and streets ? No.
351. Have you any hesitation in saying “no ” to that question ? Not the slightest.
352. Can you say -whether the passing of this Bill would he of any inconvenience to any one except the
proprietors and those interested iu Mort’s Bock and Engineering Company ? It would only be an
inconvenience to everybody else.
353. Nor would the passing of this Bill he of any convenience or advantage to any of the residents of
Balmain, or to any one except the proprietors or other persons interested in Mort’s Bock and Engineering
Company ? Only to those interested m that Company.
354. That is your opinion ? That is my opinion.
355. Would the passing of this Bill increase tho value of the Company’s property? To a great
extent.
356. Ajid that would be done at the expense of the public convenience ? Tes.
357. _With regard to the public meeting that has been referred to, when was it held? Last Monday
evening.
358. Whore was it held ? At the Council Chambers, Balmain.
359. That was a public meeting hold for the purpose of protesting against the passing of this Bill ?
Tes.
360. How many persons were there? A couple of hundred at least.
361. At that meeting was there any strong manifestation of public feeling in opposition to tins Bill ?
There was; tho meeting was almost unanimous in condemnation of the Bill.
362. Was it not suggested at the meeting, by one of the Members for Balmain, that the services of some
lawyers should be enlisted, in order that the wishes of those persons opposed to the Bill might be brought
before this Committee ? Tes.
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MT’E- H. 363, So great ivas the feeling manifested against the Bill ? Yes.
_
Buchanan,
refor to the Schedule describing the land near Eonald-street—would the suggested alterations
IGMarlSSS
an! advantage so far as that particular part of Balmain is concerned? It woufd not he of any
' advantage.
365. How would the general convenience of the public in that portion of Balmain be affected by the
suggested alterations? It would be affected in this way—the distance is longer and the gradients much
steeper. Wc have easier access to the water at the present time. The present road was given to tlie
public some ten years ago in lieu of Union-street, which was then closed up. The new road, instead of
being level, has a fall of about GO feet in about 4 chains.
36G. Mr. Garrard?^ I understand you to say there is GO feet difference in the level between Ballast
Point Eoad and the Sheer-legs "Wharf ? I believe there is.
307. Mr. Simpson,'] Do you happen to know whether Mort’s Dock Company have closed more than one
street in that neighbourhood ? 'They closed Union-street.
368. When was that ? Some ten or twelve years ago.
_
_
_
3GD. Did they not, in satisfaction ol: the street they then closed, form this particular street which they
,
now propose to close? They gave the street, but I do not know whether they formed it.
370. Mr. Manning] One question about the meeiing. You say about two hundred people were present:
is it true that when resolutions were submitted amendments were not allowed to be moved? There was
no amendment allowed.
_
371. Is it not a fact that the Borough Council of Balmain has approved of the alterations proposed hy
this Bill ? The present Borough Council or the last?
372. The present Council was only elected in February—Do not fence the question like that ? The
question has never been brought before the present Council.
_
_
373. "Were the proposed alterations approved of by the late Council ? The late Council approved of
them.
_
374. How many members of the present Council were members of the late Council ? Three. ■
375. Out of how many ? The Council consists of twelve members.
37G. You are one of the three new members ? Yes.
_
377. Do you mean to assert that the works of the Dock Company arc not an advantage to Balmain ? I
do not say they are not an advantage,
378. Are'they'or are they not an advantage ? Yes, they are an advantage to certain people.
370. Have the works not created business there ? To some extent.
_
380. Not to a great extent ? I deny they have "boon the backbone of Balmain.
3S1. Was not the establishment of the Patent Slip an advantage to Balmain ? To Mort’s Dock Com
pany.
382. Is it not a part of the engineering works ? It is a part of them.
383. And is it not an advantage to the place ? Not to those who have property around it.
384. The slip being there has not increased the value of property at all ? No. _
385. Union-street was dosed to enable the Company to construct the Patent Slip ? I do not know.
3SG. Do you know where Union-street was ? Yes.
’
387. Could the Patent Slip have been put where it is if Union-street bad not been closed? It could
have been put elsewhere; perhaps it is in the best position for Mort’s Dock.
388. "Will you tell us as a matter of fact whether there is not great inconvenience caused to the travelling
public in getting into and out of Yeend-street wharf ? By what?
389. In getting into and out of Yeend-street wharf? Inconvenience is sometimes caused by the warps.
390. You say that inconvenience is occasioned by tbo warps ? Yes, and also by tbc sheer-legs on tlie
wharf, and by having boilers taken out of vessels and placed on punts which are towed by manual labour
to the boiler shops.
■
...
391. Suppose a ship is lying at the sheer-legs and another at the wharf, is there any inconvenience in
getting into Yeend-strcet wharf ? No difficulty whatever,
392. In moving ships about, taking them to the sheer-legs, is it necessary to use warps for such a pur
pose ? It is necessary to use some fastening.
393. If you did not use warps you would have to use drop anchors ? I am not prepared to say what
would have to be done.
394. They would have to use warps of some kind ? Fastenings of some kind.
395. The larger the number of ships coming there, the larger is the number of warps used ? Yes, they
are more frequently used. They cannot at present bring more than one ship to the wharf.
396. When there is a larger trade there are more ships ? Of course.
397. Then the passage is blocked more frequently than when fewer ships are there? Yes.
398. Then when you say that it is not often that inconvenience is caused hy the passage ofships, you
do not mean to say inconvenience is not often caused, but that it is caused simply by the use of the
warps ? It is caused by the use of the warps ?—I have not been inconvenienced once this last three
months.
■
399. Do you mean to say that the steamer has been able to get in and out during the past threemonths
without any difficulty ? Yes ; I have travelled that way every day.
400. Chairman] Do you swear that ? Yes.
401. Do you remember the “ Ocean” lying there ? Yes.
402. Was there any inconvenience then ? During certain portions of the day there was.
403. But not when you passed ? No.
404. "Whereabouts iu Ballast Point Eoad do you live ? I face Ballast Point Eoad, about a stone's throw
from its intersection with Yeend-street.
405. If the proposed wharf were constructed you would not he interfered with in any way ? I cannot
say—I doubt it.
400. If, instead of the street proposed in the Schedule, a street was made in a diagonal direction across
the dock property, would that destroy trade in tbe way you have mentioned ? It stands to reason it
would not; the street is not a blind street, and tbe interests of business people would not be deteriorated
so much.
407. Would their businesses bo deteriorated at all ? No.
408.
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408. Now as a matter of fact, Clayton-street being left in its present state, and Jobn-etreet being widened Mr. E. H.
Buchanan.
50 feet, would not the traffic go tliat way ? No.
16Mar^l883.
409. People would walk to Clayton-street? Yes.
410. A.nd would come into Mort-street furthu- up ? Yes.
411. Therefore Clayton-street would benefit at the expense of Mort-slreet? Yes.
412. Mr. Hutchinson^ You have referred to the buoys and the obstruction caused lo passenger sfeamere
by the warps: could Mort's Dock Company carry on business without those buoys ? I have very good
reason to believe they could.
_
_
413. Chairman.'} You have not had any dispute with the Company ? I am friendly witli the Manager and
I believe with every one else connected with the works.
414. If you arc reported to have said it would have been a better day for Balmain if tlie dock had never
been there, you were not correctly reported? ■ I put it in this ’way----415. The report is not correct ? It is not correct.
_
_
410. Mr. Fletcher.} Have you any idea of the amount of wages paid hy Mort's Dock and Engineering
Company umekly ? It varies : sometimes they arc slack, sometimes they are full.
417. Taking tlie average, about how much do you think is paid there weekly ? On the average I should
say about 4.1,500 a week.
418. Could you tell the Committee whether, a great portion of tlie men working at Mort's Dock and
Engineering Company’s works reside at Balmain—do you think many of the workmen reside there? I
think when tho dock is full, that is when they consider themselves in full employ, about onc-third of the
men live at Balmain.
419. Not more than one-third ? I cannot swear it j that is my opinion.
_
420. Mr. Hutchinson.} In reference to Mort-street, you have mentioned that there arc two or three publichouses, two or three shops, and some small shops and cottages—will those small cottages realize more than
10s. per week rent? I know five or six houses, not small cottages, bringing over £1 per week.
421. Mr. Fletcher.} If any one were to say that fully two-thirds of the men employed at Mort’s Dock
Company’s IVorks reside at Balmain, would they be telling the truth? I am not prepared to say how
many live at Balmain. I reckon at tho very most there are about 250 men employed at the dock
actually living iu Balmain.
422. And if any one were to say that fully two-thirds of the men live at Balmam they would not be telling
the truth ? I cannot say.
_
423. Mr. Simpson. ] You have been asked by the Chairman whether you did not say at the meeting that
it would have been better if tbe dock had never been at Balmain ? Yes.
424. Did you say tbat? I said it had been asserted that the Dock Works were fhe backbone of
Balmain, and that without them tlie place would starve ; and I could not see why such an argument could
he used; because, so far as my property and other property is concerned, it would be better if the works
were nob there.
425. Did you not say it would have been a hotter day for Balmain if the dock had never been there?
No.
426. When you told the Chairman that the report of your speech was untrue, it was that part of tlie
report which I have just referred to ? Yes ; it was Hint part of the report ■which attributes to me the
statement that it would have been a better day for Balmain if the dock had never been there.
427. Mr. Garrard.} You say that tlie proposed diagonal road would be less objectionable than the road
proposed hy the Bill: suppose Ballast-street were taken westerly of what is proposed by the Bill, and the
gradient made easy to the wharf, would there be any objection to that ? The inconvenience would he
lessened.
428. Is it not a fact, from your knowledge as a resident of Ballast Point Road, and a traveller hy the
Snail’s Bay Eerry, that frequent interruptions to traffic occur, so that steamers often have to pass by
altogether from Mort-street to Darling-street ? Very frequently ?
429. Very frequently ? No.
430. When a vessel is lying at the sheer-legs wharf and another at the coal wharf, is it not almost
impossible for a ferry-steamer to get up to Yeend-street ? Not when a ship is lying at the wharf.
431. You think if the wharf were removed from near the sheer-legs to the foot of Eonald-street it would
he a benefit ? 1 believe that would be a benefit.
432. You are of opinion that if Ballast Point Eoad were tapped more to the westward it would he better
than the plan proposed by the Bill ? Yes.

James Macdonald, Esq., called in, sworn, and further examined :—
J.
433. Mr. Mannijuj.} You have prepared a plan for continuingMort-strcetinadiagonaldirectionaerosa the
Company’s land instead of the way proposed by tlie Bill ? Yes.
' Macdonald,
Esq.
434. Does the description marked Schedule A-B describe the portion of land which, in accordance
16Ma^l883.
with your plan, would he given hy Mort’s Dock and Engineering Company ? Yes.
435. The description D properly describes Mort-street if it, were close,d ? Yes.
436. In fact it would be considerably loss than Schedule D in the .Bill ? Yes.
437. Would the gradient ot the diagonal road you propose be easier than that of the street proposed by
Ibe Bill ? Very much easier. The street proposed by tlie Bill would have nearly a hundred feet rise.
The diagonal street would be a far better street, because a portion of Mort-street is level.
438. It would he a much easier gradient ? Much easier.

TITVRST) iiT.

796
32

MINUTES OE ETIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE TEE SELECT COMMITTEE

THURSDAY, 29 MARCH, 1883.

{Jrtseni:—
Mb. GABBAED,

|
Mr. TiiECH

ANGUS CAMERON, Esq.,

Mr. HUTCHINSON,
in tile

Chair.

F. W. Creagli, Esq., appeared as Solicitor, and C. J. Manning, Esq., as Counsel, for the Promoters of tlie
Bill.
F. Curtiss, Esq, appeared as Solicitor, and G-. B. Simpson, Esq., as Counsel, for the Petitioners against
the Bill.
Edward H. Buchanan, Esq., called in and further examined:—
E. H.
qgq
Simpson.'} If it has been stated in evidence before this Committee that the feeling of opposition
UEaqan* lo thi8
is confined to a few, is that statement correct—or is the feeling of opposition general amongst
the inhabitants of Balmain P I believe there is a very general feeling amongst the inhabitants of Balmain
29Mar,, 1883. against the Bill; it is certainly not confined to a few.
410. If it has also been stated by one gentleman before tbe Committee that he understands tho opposi
tion principally comes from a local publican or two, is that a fact ? I should say most decidedly no.
441. If it has been stated by Mr. Broomfield in evidence before this Committee that a lot of Vernon boys
had signed the petition in opposition to the Bill, can you say whether that is correct or not ? No, it is
not a fact.
_
442. If it has been stated by the same gentleman before tlie Committee that he knows everybody at
’
Snail’s Bay, without exception, would be in favour of moving the Snail’s Bay wharf as proposed, would
you say that was correct ? It is not so.
443. Can you positively say that statement is incorrect ? I can.
_
_
444. If it has been stated before the Committee that the people in Balmain generally aro in favour of the
proposed changes, except a few, would that statement be correct? It is not so.
_
415. If this statement has been made before the Committee by a witness—“ a few of those interested
round the locality are in opposition to the Bill, but not many”—is tbat statement correct? It is not
correct.
,
,
446. What do you say is the fact? That a great many arc opposed to tho change, not only immediately
round the locality, hut within a very wide margin away from tho locality.
_
417. Chairman.] AVith reference to your answers to Mr, Simpson, referring to the nature of tho signa
tures to the petition, in how many places was this petition placed for signature ? I had one myself.
448. 'Where? Carrying it with me, obtaining signatures as I could ; and there were three others—one
at Mort-street wharf and two at Erskine-street wharf. One of the committee appointed at a public
meeting undertook to have a table and a petition for signature at Darling-street wharf, hut from some
cause or other he omitted to do so.
...
449. You have told the Committee that if it has been slated that the petition against the Bill was signed
bv Vernon boys, that statement is not true? As far as my knowledge goes it is not true.
_
450. Is it true that one of these petitions was left in charge of a boy ? The three of them were in charge
UJL U
451. Is it true that these hoys ran about soliciting people, all comers, whether from Sydney or elsewhere,
to sign this petition, without knowing whether they were Balmain residents or not ? It is not true. _
452. If a Member of this Committee has stated that he was solicited to sign the petition, he not being a
Balmain resident, would that statement be false? I cannot say whether he was solicited or not. All I
ever beard the boys say was—“ Please sign the petition against closing the streets,” and there was a
placard in very large letters on each table asking Balmain residents to sign petitions against closing their
streets.
n ,r
453. H these Vernon hoys signed the petition, it would be at Mort-street, would it not ? No, they use
Snail’s Bay wharf as a rule ; they come to Snail’s Bay, and then to Erskine-street.
454. As a matter of fact, you did not see who signed the Mort-street petition yourself ? I saw some
persons sign it.
.
455. I thought you were in charge of the one at Erskine-street ? I was not m charge of any of them,
except the one I carried with me.
456. You have stated that the feeling of the people at Balmain is pretty general against this Bill? I
Liimn. ii/ io.

t

457. As a matter of fact, was not this question mooted in the Municipal Council last year ? It was. _
458. Is it not true that the Aldermen, by a majority of three to one, voted in favour of the propositions
contained in the Bill at that time ? Yes.
459. A general election took place some time after ? Yes.
460. Tlie question was alluded to then, was it not ? Yes.
461. In fact it was made a sort of test question? Never, so far as I know or heard of; I heard the
question mentioned in a sort of off-hand manner once or twice, but it was never brought forward for
discussion during tho parliamentary elections.
_
462. As a matter of fact, did not the two gentlemen who were returned, Messrs. Hutchinson and
Garrard, declare themselves in favour of the proposal ? Yes, I believe they did,
463. Has the subject been brought before tbo Borough Council since? No.
464. Not in any shape ? No.
.
405. Has the Council, so far as you are aware, received any petitions in reference to this matter ? Not
the present Council.
.
466. The present Council has come into existence since this Bill was laid before Parliament ? Yes, since
February, I believe.
.
467. Since that time the civic representatives have received no petition one way or the other ? No,
468. Mr. Simpson^] It has been stated here that the Municipal Council of Balmain is in favour of this Bill ?
The last Council was.
469,
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469. Do you know how many members that Council was composed of P Twelve.
E. H.
470. Do you know whether tlie Council was unanimously in favour of the Bill ? It was not.
Buchanan,
471. C/iairman.] Can you tell the Committee what was {lie majority in favour of it ? The votes were nine
Eb<i‘
for and three against the Bill.
'
29M^1883
472. Jlfr. (SVin/json.] Can you tell the names of the nine gentlemen who voted in favour of tho Bill? Mr.
''
'
Hutchinson, Mr. Q-arrard, Captain Bunch, Mr. Franki, Mr. Looke, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Cameron, Mr.
Smith, and Mr, Elkington.
473. The Mr. Cameron you refer to was not the Chairman of this Committee ? No.
474. Mr. Franki is Manager of Mort’s Dock Company ? Tes.
475. Mr. Elkington is a gentleman who gave evidence here in support of the Bill ? Yes.
476. Do you know whether any others of the Aldermen in favour of this Bill are interested in Mort's
Dock Company ? I helicvc, though .1 cannot positively swear, that Mr. Elkington has or had at that
time some interest in it; whether he is connected with the dock now or not I do not know, but he had
been connected with it. Mr. Macdonald has been connected with Mr. Mort’s estate as surveyor.
477. Is he the same gentleman who gave evidence before thisCommittee in support of the Bill ? Tes.
478. C/iairman.] Has Mr. E. li. Bobinson got any property adjoining Mort's Dock estate? I believe not.
479. Has Mr. Lemm ? lie has.
480. Has Mr. Angus Mackay any ? No.
481. Mr. Schultz ? Mr, Schultz has some in Mort-street, near to Curtis Eoad.
482. Very high up ? Tes, not adjoining the dock.
483. Mr. Bead and Mr. Tandonberg ? Mr. Bead has none, but Mr. Vandenberg has.
484. And yon have ? I have some at Ballast Point Bead.
485. Afr. Simpson.] Did yon ever hear of any petition being presented to Parliament in favour of this
Bill? Never.
436. Chairman^] You arc not aware that the Bill was introduced on a petition in favour of it ? No.
487. Mr. Manning] Do you know whether the whole plan of what was intended to be done was explained
to people when they were asked to sign the petition against the Bill ? As far as wc could possibly do it
it was, by placing a large placard in very large lettering asking residents of Balmain to sign the petition
against closing up their streets.
"
488. Chairman] They were asked to roll up and defend their rights ? Yes, something of that kind.
489. Mr. Manning] You did not tell them what was proposed to be done ? “We had no time nor money
either.
490. Mr. Simpson] Within the last fortnight how many public meetings have been held with the object
of protesting against this Bill? Two.
'
491. Mr. Manning] One being connected with the other P No.
492. Mr. Garrard] Is it not a fact that only one public meeting was held to protest, and that the other
meetings were committee meetings? No, they were not committee meetings—they were open to any
one. The Mayor convened the first meeting, and the next meeting was a public meeting, inasmuch ns
anybody could come lo it and do what they pleased. Mr. E. B. Bobinson was deputed to lay before us
a plan showing seine modification, but the modification was not agreed to ; in fact Captain Broomfield
said the next morning that tho modified plan was impracticable mid too expensive. Another meeting
was held last Thursday, to take into consideration another plan which Captain Broomfield promised to
supply but did not.
493. Mr. Manning] At these meetings no amendments were permitted ? That waa the ruling of tho
Chairman.
494. Mr. Simpson] At the first meeting, when the public protested against this Bill, was the proposal of
Mort’s Dock Company clearly pointed out ? No proposal was before us then ; we simply took their Bill
for it.
495. At that first public meeting, when the opposition was unanimous, was it explained what the pro
position in the Bill was P Yes.
496. Was it explained what the proposal of Mort’s Dock Company was ? Yes, certainly.
497. Did you ever hear of any public meeting being held at Balmain in favour of this Bill? Never.
498. Arc you aware that a certain portion of the public Press, in their articles, condemn this Bill ? I am.
499. In the interest of the public ? Yes.
500. Are you aware also that several letters have appeared in the public papers in opposition to this Bill ?
Yes.
501. Mr. Manning] Did you write any of these yourself? I wrote one in answer to a letter written by
Mi1. Franki.
502. The dSsening Netas had some articles on the subject—do you know who wrote those articles? I do not.
503. Did you supply the information ? No ; I was quite surprised to see the articles.
504. Did you supply information at any time to the Evening News ? No.
505. Chairman] You know Mr. Angus Mackay? I know him when I see him,
500. Are you aware that he is connected with the newspaper in question as a writer ? I have found it
out since the meeting.
507. Mr. Garrard] Do you think the majority of the persons who signed the petition at the various
waiting rooms or wharfs, understood what the Dock Company proposed to do—did they understand what
it was proposed to give in exchange for the streets sought to be closed ? I believe tlie majority did.
508. Mr. Manning] Do you think tlie boys who had charge of the petitions, collecting names, knew ? I
think they did.
509. Mr. Simpson] Do you know that the persons interested in Mort’s Dock Company had people down
at the wharves where tho petitions were, endeavouring to dissuade people from signing them ? I do not
know what happened at Mort-street; I know there were men at Erskine-street trying to dissuade people
from signing.
510. Do you know whether they were connected with tho Dock Company ? I am not sure that they were,
but I think so.
511. Mr. Ter.cc] Since this Bill was introduced, have not Mort’s Dock Company offered lo make altera
tions and modify the original plans ? Yes.
512. Mr, Simpson] Have you not, on behalf of some of tbe persons opposing the Bill, proposed certain
modifications in this Bill which the Dock Company have not agreed to—have you made certain proposals
with a view to settling the whole matter ? Yes.
513,
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513. Mr. Manning^] At tlie last meeting that was held was there not a suggestion by some persons that
Bome compromise in tbe matter should be made, and others would not listen to any compromise is not
3(1'
tbat so? It is not.
_
514. You say you proposed a compromise: as a matter of fact, did you over do so? Yes ; I proposed to
29Mar., 1883. kilfC the street from the last lantern round to the present sheer-legs wharf, and to give us tho sheer-legs
wharf and keep Ronald-strcet intact, so that we might have 100 feet of water frontage.
_
515. Did you ever propose that? I proposed it to Captain Broomfield, and he said he would lay it before
the Board.
'
516. You did not propose it at tho meeting? No ; if that had been before tlie meeting I dare say the
meeting would have acted on it.
,
517. Mr. Sivipaon'\ If these proposals arc carried out, are you aware how many square feet of public land
Mort’s Dock Company will get, over what they propose to give ? Over 24,000 square feet.
018, Mr. Garrard.'] According to the original proposal ? Yes.
E. H.

Buchanan,

Mr. William Schultz called in and examined:—
519. Mr. Simpson!] What are you? A builder.
520. Where do you live ? In Darling-street West, Balmain.
521. Have you any property in Mort-street? I have.
29 Mar., 1883. 522. Whereabouts ? Between Curtis Road and Cameron-street.
_
523. Arc you aware of Ihc proposal of Mort's Dock Company, as expressed in tlie Bill before Parliament,
to close a portion of Mort-street? Iain.
■_
_
524. What is your opinion in reference to that proposal—would it be for the public convenience or public
interest ? It is not for the public interest that it should be closed ; it would cause great inconvenience to
the public, not only to those who have property there, hut for the whole community. It would cause
great inconvenience to the whole public who make use of that portion of the wharf, not only for steamers
hut for small boats and so on.
525. How would it affect the property-holders in Mort-street ? It would decrease the value of their
property.
_
526. Do you say the value of property would be very much decreased ? That depends upon what kind
of business a person carries on there ; I consider that in some places it would be depreciated 25 per cent.,
and in other places even more.
527. In Mort-street? Yes, if ibis proposal were carried out.
_
...
528. What is the general opinion of the inhabitants of Balmain as to this proposal ? I believe that if the
Borough were canvassed, there would he 5,000 signatures against it, for 100 in favour of it. The Dock
Company have tried to get signatures in favour of it, hut they could not get them. Petitions were sent
round, hut they have never shown them to anybody because they could not get signatures.
_
529. As a matter of fact, can you say positively what the feeling of the inhabitants of Balmain generally
is on this subject? I have not come across half-a-dozen, except those directly interested in tlie Dock
Company, who have been iu favour of it.
530. How long have you lived at Balmain? Twenty-eight years.
531. Are you acquainted with the general feeling of the people there in this matter? Yes. The public
meeting was pretty unanimous; the foreman of the Dock was the only dissentient in the room.
532. Chairman.] What is his name ? I believe his name is Martin. _
_ _
533. Mr. Simpson.] Amongst what class of people dees there exist this general opposition to the Bill of
which you speak ? AH classes, from the richest to the poorest—just as many from one class as the other.
534. Arc you aware of the modification proposed by Mort’s Dock Company in reference to Mort-street ?
Yes, I saw it this morning.
535. What is your opinion in reference to that proposed modification? It would not he such a great
■
convenience to the public as it is now.
536. If the modification were carried out. the public convenience would not be considered so much as if
Mort-street were allowed to remain as it is ? Just so.
537. You knowr the proposed alteration at Y'eend-street? Yes.
_
538. What is your opinion, as far as the public convenience is concerned, of that proposed alteraiion ? I
think the public would not be more inconvenienced hy the alteration than they are at present; it would be
about equal as far as that is concerned, provided the Company gives the same amount of water frontage
as they are going to take away.
539. How much do they propose to take away ? 50 feet.
540. But what do you say of ihc proposal of the Company as shown hy the Bill ? That would never do—
it would he a great iuconveuienee for the public,
_
541. What is the general feeling in Balmain in reference to the proposed alteration, as far as Yeendstreet is concerned? The public hardly know anything about it,
542. Mr. Garrard.] You mean about the modified alteration ? Yes.
_
4
543. Mr. Simpson!] I am referring to the proposal iu the Bill ? The public are thoroughly against it—
they condemn it.
_
544. Tho proposal as shown by the Bill, in regard to Yeend-street, is condemned by the public ? Yes.
545. Mr. Manning.] You say nothing is known to the public of the modified proposal ? There has been
no time to call a public meeting ou that subject.
546. Do the dissatisfied public know anything about tho proposed modification of Mort-street ? How
could they know it ?
547. Do you believe the public know anything of the modified proposal for Mort-street? Yes, to the
number of about thirty, and they arc thoroughly against it.
548. You know thirty men who arc against the modified proposal ? Yea.
549. Do you know that others think it will not affect tbe value of property at all ? My opinion-----550. I do not want your opinion, hut other people’s opinion? I do not know other people’s opinion.
551. Mr. Simpson.] Have you ever heard any expression of public feeling in favour of the Bill, even with
tlie proposed modification ? No, except with regard to Yeend-street. I moved an amendment which
would grant the Company a concession at Yeend-street, but I was roared at, and had to withdraw it.
Every
Mr. W.

Schultz.
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Every one in the room would not listen to it. But I really believe that people that make use of the
Mr.
W. Schultz.
ferry would not be ineonveuieuced by it to any extent.
552. Provided the Company gave the same quantity of water frontage as they took away ? Yes.
553. Bo you know the Company have refused that concession ? Yes, I believe so; according to their 2D Mar., 1833.
sketch they have refused to give 50 feet.
554. Do yon happen to know how many feet of public land the Company by their Bill propose to appro
priate to themselves P bio, ] could not mention the number of feet, but I know they propose to take
more away than they intend to give.
555. jl/j’. Oarrard.J Tbat is under the original proposal ? It may be so under tbc modified one too ; I
would not be certain ; I know it was so under the original proposal to a great extent.
556. Mr, Simpson You know that under the original proposition they seek to appropriate more land
than they intend to give ? Yes, some thousands of feet,
557. Do you know what the value of tliese thousands of feet would be ? I should think £20 a foot.
558. Mr. Manning.] Do you mean to say they arc going to take thousands of feet of water frontage ?
No, not the water frontage,
°
559. Mr. Hutchinson.] Superficial feet ? Yes. I mean £20 a foot for the water frontage.
560. Mr. Manning.] On the Mort-street side were they not giving the exact amount they were takiim ?
Yes.
°
561. In the original form of the proposal they are giving just as much as they are taking ? Yes.
562. And iu the modified form they aro giving considerably more than they arc taking (Plan shown to
witness) ? I do not see it.
563. Chairman.] You are pretty well aware that, so far bade as August last year, the Municipal Council
of Balmain had this matter under their consideration? Yes.
564. Are you aware that the Council then decided by a majority of nine to three iu favour of the proposal
before the Committee ? Yes.
565. And I suppose tho Aldermen are representatives of public opinion? Some of them represent their
own pockets.
566. Since then there has been a parliamentary general election? Yes.
567. And the two gentlemen returned for Bahnaiu are in favour of the proposition contained in this Bill ?
I do not know whether they are in favour of it.
568. Did you attend tho meeting on the 12th March in opposition to the Bill? Yes.
569. You saw the two representatives of Balmain there ? Yea.
570. Did they not give the meeting to understand that they were in favour of the Bill ? One did, not
the other.
571. Mr. Hutchinson did ? Yes.
572. Did not Mr. Garrard make it known that he thought the meeting were dealing unfairly with the
promoters of the Bill ? I did not hear him say so.
573. What did you hear him say ? I do not remember.
574. As a matter of fact, were not persons prevented from proposing amendments at the meeting ? I am
not aware of it.
0/5. If the statement lias been made before this Committee that persons wishing to propose amendments
were prevented doing so, is it true ? Yes : one person asked to be permitted to move an amendment, and
the Chairman ruled that the meeting was not called for tbat purpose.
’
5/6. As a matter of fact, the two Members for Balmain did not give tbe meeting any countenance or
support ? No.
“
577. The Chairman of the Opposition Committee is Mr. Buchanan? Yes.
578. An Alderman for Balmain? Yes,
579. He has been an Alderman for five or six weeks? Yes.
580. Ho is not, in his aldermanic capacity, so thoroughly representative of the public opinion of Balmain
as Mr. Garrard and Mr. Hutchinson are in their capacity as Parliamentary representatives ? I believe
that in this matter he represents the public feeling o± Balmain more than the representatives do.
581. You are one of tho persons who have been engaged in getting up petitions against this Bill ? I was
not.
582. Are you not one of the Committee ? Yes.
583. And that Committee got np petitions against this Bill ? I was never appointed to the Committee—
not until after the public meeting.
584. You are one of the Committee appointed by the public meeting against this Bill ? I never was
appointed—I went of my own freewill. „
585. You are not one of the Committee then ? I have joined it since the public meeting.
586. A.s a matter of fact, was not a resolution carried at the meeting naming you as one of fhe Com
mittee ? No.
587. But you are a member of it now ? Yes.
588. And as such you are aware of petitions being got up against the Bill ? Yes, and I have signed it too.
589. As a matter of fact, have not a large number of signatures to these petitions been those of boys from
the “ "V ernon,” and people who had nothing to do with Balmain ? No.
590. Have you heard of boys having these petitions in charge ? Yes, I saw them on the wharf; I did
not know whose boys they were.
’
591. As a matter of fact, these petitions were entrusted to boys ? Yes.
592. And these boys solicited passers-by to sign them, whether they lived in Balmain or not? Not that
I am aware,
593. Did you see anybody sign the petitions? Yes, a good many, but I never saw anybody sign but
citizens of Balmain—no “ Vernon” boys or street boys of Sydney.
594. Mr. Hutchinson.] You have been for some time an Alderman of Balmain ? Yes.
595. And you have always taken great interest in movements for the improvement of the Borough ? Yes.
596. When the matter of this Bill was before the Borough Council, near the close of last year^yon took
a deep interest iu tho discussion going on ?
I did not, except speaking in private to some of the
gentlemen.
597. You know the names of the gentlemen who voted in the Borough Council in favour of this Bill P
^
598.
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'^0W many were there of them ? Nine, and some of them voted for it very reluctantly: one gentlew~
man was very anxious it should not come to a vote.
29Mar'7s83
^rm l'011-' °f your own knowledge, say that any of these Aldermen were interested in Mort’s Dock
' Company or in the Steam Perry Company, except Alderman Pranki ? Yes, 1 can ; I believe four or five
were directly interested either one way or the other.
600. You think other Aldermen were influenced by them ? Undoubtedly they were; their vote was
given in favour of their friends, and not in favour of the public interest at all. They should have called a
public meeting and consulted them.
601. Meetings of the Council are generally reported iu the papers ? Yes.
602. Was not a report of that meeting given P No ; only throwing sand in people’s eyes.
603. Mr. Teece,] You arc aware that the two Members for Balmain are in favour of tbe Bill ? I could
only say one; 1 know Mr. Hutchinson is.
601. When the public meeting was held, had these modifications been suggested by the Dock Company?
No.
605. Can you say it was the influence of public opinion tbat induced them to make these concessions ?
At Yeend-street I am willing to give in, but not at Mort-street.
606. Mr. Hutchinson.] You have stated that one of the representatives of Balmain very distinctly put it
■that he was in favour of the Bill: can you say whether that representative is influenced by tho public
* interest, or whether he has any private interest to serve in the matter ? I could not answer that question.
607. If that Member disclaims having any interest in the matter except the public interest, would you
accept that disclaimer ? T would.
60S. Mr. Oarrard.] You have already said that, so far as the amended proposition at Yeend-street is
concerned, you have no objection to that ? I consider that ought to he granted, if they give as much
water frontage as they take away.
609. Then you believe that, if Yeend-street was continued from its present termination to the sheerlegs wharf, with the same amount of water frontage as at present, it would be for the public benefit ? It
would.
610. Are you not aware that the candidates for parliamentary honors at the last general election were
each asked their opinion, in public meetings, as to this dock proposal, and is it not a fact that both of
the present Members thought the advantages counterbalanced the disadvantages ? I never heard them
say so, neither you nor Mr. Hutchinson.
611. At the public meeting you have referred to, did not the representatives of the electorate say they
believed the proposal of the Mort’s Dock Company to be for the public benefit? I did not hear them.
612. Are you aware that one of the Members—the senior Member—spoke at that meeting; in fact they
both spoke at the meeting ? Yes, they did.
613. You asserted just nmv, in answer to a question that four or five members of the Borough Council
who voted in favour of the proposition in the Bill were directly interested, and that the others of the
nine who voted in tho majority were influenced hy them ? I know that some were influenced.
614. Would you mind giving the Committee the names of the gentlemen that you suppose to have a
direct interest in Mort’s Dock ? Mr. Punch is one—he is a shareholder in the ferry. Mr. Macdonald is
the agent for Mr. Mort’s estate, getting his broad and butter from it. Mr. Elkington had an interest in
the dock; and Mr. Eranki is the Manager of the dock,
CIS. And you think tho other five were influenced by friendly or other motives to fall in with the views
of those you have named ? I say they were influenced to vote for it. .
616. Is it not a fact that when the matter was before the Borough Council ono of the Aldermen proposed
an adjournment of the proceedings to allow people interested to ventilate their opinions ? I do not
know; I was not present at the meeting.
•
617. With reference to the boys in charge of the petitions at ihe various places, do you believe the boys
understood the proposition that was being made ? I really do not know anything about those matters ;
I had no hand in them whatever. When I saw that the Mayor had called a public meeting I went as a
citizen, and when the Committee was appointed I was invited to attend upon it. I signed the petition
that night in the room. That is all I know about it. I have seen many men signing that I knew
personally.
618. Do you believe tlie majority of the persons signing these petitions knew exactly what is proposed to be
done? I do know a good many who thoroughly knew what they wore doing.
619. Is it not a fact that, owing to the present position of the wharves, communication by steamer is
frequently interrupted ? Not often.
620. It is occasionally ? 1 have only experienced it once during the last six months.
621. If the wharves could he shifted further out so as to clear the buoys, without disadvantage to the
property-owners, would it not be to the interest of the travelling public ? No, it would not. I maintain
that even as they are now, there is no need to obstruct tbe high-road to Sydney at all.
622. Mr. Simpson.] Who obstructs it now ? Tbe Dock Company; they had three barges loaded with
coal right in the way this morning.
623. Mr. Garrard.] That is an arrangement of the Eerry Company, is it not ? I do not know who it is.
If the Eerry Company obstruct their own road they have no right to complain. They make as much
obstruction as they can for the sake of getting this scheme carried out.
624. Is it not to the interest of the Eerry Company to get as large a traffic as possible between Mortstreet and Sydney ? Of course it is.
625. And therefore it is to their interest to remove all disabilities? I am not aware whether the coal
barges belong to them.
’
626. Chairman.] It is necessary to take coal over there for some purpose? Not in that place.
627. Mr. Simpson.] You say that occasionally there have been some delays in the traffic of the steamers
between Sydney and Balmain ? I have experienced them within the last six months.
628. By whom was that delay caused? By putting a rope across there from a ship to a buoy,
629. By whom—by tho Dock Company ? Most likely it belonged to their establishment.
630. You say the Dock Company have already taken away four or five streets of Balmain ? Yes.
631. Is Mort-strcct one of the main streets of Balmain ? Yes, one of the principal streets.
632. As a matter of fact, is it not the best street? Yes, the best street—the broadest street we have
leading to the water.
633.
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Mr.
633. The teBt street, the easiest grade, and the broadest leading to tho water ? Tes.
W. Schultz.
63-1. Is it looked upon by the inhabitants as the very best street they have P Yes, and always was.
635. You were asked whether the proposed modification in reference to Yeend-street would bo for the
20 Mar. ,1883,
public interest ? I think it would.
630. Would it be for the public interest if the concession you say ought to be made was not made? I
could not tell you. I have been speaking about this matter to several of the residents, and they say they
ought to have 100 feet of water frontage for a ferry wharf.
637. Mr. Manning.] But even 75 feet would be better than two frontages of 50 feet iu different places ?
Certainly it would.

Mr. Charles Vanderberg called in and examined:—
Mr. C.
638. Mr. Simpson ] Where do you live ? Mort-street, Balmain,
Vanderberg.
63D. What are you ? A butcher.
610. Have you a shop in Mort-street? Yes.
29 Mar., 1883.
611. How long have yon lived in Balmain ? Eleven and a half years.
642. Always iu Mort-street? Yes.
643. You are aware of the proposal in the Bill before Parliament ? Yes.
614. Are you also aware of tlie proposed modification in regard to Mort-street? I have heard it
spoken of.
645. You know what it means ? Yes.
616. What is yonr opinion, as far as the public interest is concerned, in reference to the closing of Mortstreet as proposed by the Bill ? It would be detrimental to the public interest.
647. Would it depreciate the value of property in Mort-street ? Yes.
648. To what extent—a small or great extent ? A great extent.
649. Would it, in your opinion, create any public loss, disadvantage, or inconvenience ? Yes.
650. Would there be any corresponding benefit to the public ? Not that I can see.
651. Now there is a proposed modification in respect of Mort-street;—what is your opinion with regard
to that ? It would be better than the other.
652. It is an improvement upon the original proposal ? Yes; but still it would be a great detriment to the
public.
653. What is the state of public opinion in Balmain in regard to tbe original proposition and tbe pro
posed modification ? The public feeling is dead against any alteration of Mort-street at all.
654. Either as proposed by tbe Bill or the modified proposal ? Yes.
655. Are you aware of auy feeling at all in favour of tho Bill, except among the people immediately
interested ? No.
656. Have you ever heard any expression of public feeling in favour of the Bill as originally proposed or
as proposed to be modified ? Yes ; I have heard some of the larrikins say, “ Give the Hock Company tho
whole of Balmain, then they will build a new dock and we will get plenty of work.”
657. Have you an hotel at Balmain ? Yes.
658. Where ? At tbe corner of Mort-street and New John-street.
659. Would that hotel be affected by this proposed alteration ? Yes; the lease is nearly out, and the
tenant will not renew it until he knows what is going to be done in this matter.
660. Are you aware of the proposed alteration at Yeend-street ? I have heard it spoken of, but I' do
not know so much about tbat.
661. Did you purchase your property in Mort-street upon the faith of the existing state of tilings being
continued ? Yes.
662. Do you believe the value of your property will bo very materially depreciated if the Bill passes
either in its original or modified form ? Yes.
663. Do you believe that it would be for the general interest of tbe inhabitants of Balmain that things
should be allowed to remain as they are ? Yes.
664. Have you any doubt about it ? No.
665. You believe the public feeling of Balmain is strongly in favour of tilings being allowed to remain
as they are? Yes.
666. Would the proposed alteration benefit anybody except Mort’s Dock Company and those interested ?
No.
667. Mr. Manning.] How do yon think your property would be injured by the modified proposal ? It
would take the traffic away from it.
668. How would it take the traffic away from it ? People would not come up Mort-street—thev would
not come round and then back again.
v
669. Do you know what the modified proposal is ? Yes, to take a street diagonally from tho proposed
new wharf.
670. Are you under the impression that Clayton-street would be continued to tbe proposed new wharf
as well as Mort-street ? Yes.
671. That is not so. Under the modified proposal Clayton-street would not he continued to the water—
that part of it would be the property of the Company, and persons coming to and from the steamer
could not help passing your house in Mort-street? I was not aware of it.

Mr. Thomas Batement called in and examined:—
672. Mr. Simpson.] What are you ? An architect and surveyor.
Mr,
673. Living where ? At Birchgrove Eoad, Balmain.
T. Butemont.
674. How long have you lived there ? Nearly three years.
675. Are you acquainted with the alterations proposed by tbe Bill before Parliament P Yes, I am fairly 29 Mar., 1883,
acquainted with them.
676. Are you acquainted with the proposed modification of the Bill ? Yes.
677. In respect to Mort-street and also Yeend-street? Yes.
678. Will you give the Committee your opinion as to the alterations proposed in Mort-street, both as
proposed in the Bill and as modified? Mort-street is the outlet which nature has provided for that
portion
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'What would be the effect of dosing Mort-street, as proposed by the Bill?

It would be highly

injurious to the traffic, especially vehicular traffic, and also to the passenger traffic which at present
comes down Mort-street
680. As far as the public are concerned, would the proposed dosing of Mort-street be advantageous or
disadvantageous ? Highly disadvantageous.
6S1. Would the interest of property'-holders in Mort-street be injuriously affected ? Decidedly so, to a
very large extent.
'
"
682. Would there he any public convenience at all greater if the street were closed than if alloived to
remain as it is ? Putting the convenience against the inconvenience, the balance would be largely
detrimental.
683. Tbere would bo disadvantages and inconveniences without corresponding convenience ? Tes; the
large majority' would be inconvenienced, and the minority possibly not materially affected.
681. Would all the property-holders be injuriously affected? In my opinion, decidedly so.
683. You are aware of the proposed modification in respect to Mort-street ? Yes.
"
GS6. Supposing that modification of the Bill were adopted, what would then be yonr opinion, as far as
the public interest and tlie interest of the property-holders are concerned? It removes one or two
injurious features. It removes flic injurious feature of drainage; it lessens the distance, as compared
with the first proposal in the Dock Company's Bill; it would be less detrimental to the vehicular traffic
than the original proposal. It would in some degree get over the difficulty of drainage.
687. Supposing the modification to bo carried out, how. relatively to tbc exist ing state of things, "would
the public convenience be consulted ? It would only be a mischief in a less palpable form.
688. The mischief you have spoken of would exist, but in a less palpable form? Decidedly so.
089. Is it for the public interest and benefit that things should be allowed to remain as they are?
Decidedly so, particularly in Mort-street.
690. Have you ever heard any opinion expressed among the inhabitants of Balmain in favour of any
change, except the opinion of people connected with Mort's Dock Company ? Some are indifferent; I
have heard isolated opinions, but general speaking from persons whose interests are in some degree
wrapped up with those of the Dock Company; independent opinion has been very much against the
Dock Company’s Bill.
691. Then it conics to this—you have heard isolated opinions expressed in favour of the proposed altera
tion, hut those isolated opinions have generally been ini crested opinions ? Yes.
692. What is the general feeling amongst the people—is it in favour of any alteration at all, or in favour
of things being allowed to remain as they are ? In favour of things being allowed to remain as they are.
693. Is that opinion very strong ? It was very strongly expressed at the meetings we had; it is generally
very strong amongst the people.
691. Arc you aware of the proposed alteration at Yeend-strcet according to the Bill ? I am acquainted
with its general features—not with the details.
695. Are you aware of the proposed modification ? Yes, I am better acquainted with that.
696. What have you to say about that? It would lengthen the distance to the ferry-boat.
697. Chairman.] Bow much? About 300 feet I suppose.
698. Mr. Simpson.} If tbat modification be carried out, would there be any concession granted by the
Dock Company ? Yes, but it would not he a full equivalent, inasmuch as inconvenience would arise
owing to the increased distance.
699. What would boa full equivalent? Yccnd-streot is 50 feet wide, and the Dock Company should give
70 feet of water-frontage to increase the width of the wharf.
700. Would there bo any steps ? Not under the modified plan.
701. Supposing this concession were granted, do you think the modification, as far as Yeend-street is
concerned, would be a fairly acceptable one ? If Mort’s Dock Company would give 70 feet of water
frontage, 1 consider that would be a fair equivalent for them taking the water frontage portion of Yeendstreet and its present wharf.
702. Supposing Mort's Dock Company only give 25 feet ? The thing is apparent ou the surface that 25
feet are not equal to 50 feet; and further, there would he no equivalent for the increased distance.
703. Supposing 25 feet only to be given, what would be tho effect upon tbe interest of the public ? It
would not be tor the interest of the public at all.
701. Would it not be far better to leave things as they are ? Yes.
705. Mr. Garrard.] In your opinion, the shifting of the Snail’s Bay Wharf out to where the sheer-legs
wharf is now would not in any way he for the benefit of the public, hut rather a disadvantage, owing to
the 300 feet of additional distance they would have to walk ? Yes.
706. Is it not tlie fact that at present there are frequent delays lo the ferry-boats owing to the incon
venient position of tlie present ferry wharf between the sheer-legs wharf and the coal wharf ? The incon
venience is very slight, inasmuch as the sheer-legs for three months at a time arc very often not in use.
707. In your opinion, if the modified proposal at Yeend-strcet be carried out, Mort’s Dock Company
ought to give 75 feet of water frontage in lieu of 50 feet ? 75 or 70 feet.
708. Do you not think the same amount wmuld be ample compensation, with 50 feet of Eonald-street as
well; would not that be ample for the requirements of the ferry? 1 am in doubt about that, because
there is a question as to the right of water frontage where the ferry-boat comes in. The ferry-boats are
125 feet long, and the question arises whether 100 feet of wharf frontage would he sufficient.
709. Then if the ferry-boats wore 300 feet long, you would demand from the Dock Company sufficient to
make that up? No_; but still I think that is a question to be considered, and 1 should think it is the
province of the municipality to step in.

FRIDAY,
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Mr. C. J. Manning appeared as Counsel for the Bill.
Mr. G. B. Simpson appeared as Counsel in opposition to the Bill.
Mr. Manning handed in a plan showing the alterations proposed by the Promoters of the Bill.
Mr. Erederiek Lemm sworn and examined:—■
710. Mr. Simpson.] You are a builder, at present residing at Goulburn? I am.
Mr.P. Lemm.
711. And you have come down specially to give evidence in opposition to this Bill? I did.
712. You have been down on several occasions? I have been down here a week now, and on several30Mar,, 1883.
other occasions.
713. Are you a pro party-holder at Balmain? lam.
714. Whereabouts ? In Snail’s Bay, just at the right of Mort's Dock.
715. Anywhere else ? On the east side of Union-street, facing south of Wharf Rond.
716. Have you any near Mort-strcet? Yes, 1 have, right by the dock, in Church-street; it is about
two or three hundred yards from the dock.
717. How long is itsince you went to live at Balmain? About twenty-seven years.
7L8. Have yon known Mort-street for many years ? It was there when I went there.
719. Have you known it continuously ever since ? Yes.
720. It is one of the broadest., if not the broadest street in Balmain? It is a broad street as regards
water frontage.
721. You are acquainted with the proposal originally contained in the Bill ? I am slightly acquainted
with it.
722. Are you also acquainted with the proposed modification as shown in this plan. Yes.
723. So far as the public convenience is concerned, what do you think of that proposal ? It is not as
good as the present state of things by a long way.
724. In other words, the public convenience would not be benefited by tbc proposed alteration ? It
would be injured by it.
725. Would the property in tbe neighbourhood be depreciated by the alterations proposed, according to
the modified plan ? Yes.
726. To any great extent ? I can hardly say. It must affect property very much indeed by making a
crooked street twice the length.
*
727. Give your reasons ? By making the street so much longer, and making it crooked, it would make
property leas valuable—by making the street longer it would be less convenient.
728. At present Mort-street is a straight street ? Yes, it is.
729. What about the gradient of the street ? It has a beautiful rise, with easy access to get to and from
the water.
•
730. Eor those of the public who have to use Mort-street, and want to -get up on the high ground, that
street is very convenient? Very much so.
731. Have people been accustomed for many years to use that street? As long as I have known Balmain
—for twenty-eight years.
732. If this proposed alteration is made, what additional length would people have to travel to got to
John-street ? I should think 300 yards.
733. Have you made any calculation ? I have not measured it, but I knowr the ground so well. I believe
it is more than that.
734. Would yon mention any other public inconvenience that would' be caused by ibis alteration ? I do
not know that I can, except the distance. It is an easy street, There could be no better street than
Mort-street as it is at present—-it is broad down to the water’s edge.
735. Could there be as good a one ? No, I do not think there could be in the neighbourhood anywhere.
73G. Is there any public desire on Iho part of the inhabitants to have any alteration in Mort-street?
Tbc neighbourhood would be so much injured that their property would be half its value, in my opinion.
737. Is there any public desire on the part of the inhabitants to have any alteration ? There is not—they
wish to have it in its present state.
738. You knowT that that is the very strong feeling? It is.
739. Have you ever heard any opinion expressed in favour of any alteration in Mort-street, except from
people directly or indirectly interested in Mort’s Dock Company ? I have not.
740. Were you present at any public meeting held at Balmain in opposition cither to the Bill or to any
modification of it ? I was at two.
741. Mere they large meetings ? Pair meetings considering ; they were not very large nor very small;
the opinion of Balmain wras well represented at both those meetings.
742. What was the feeling of those meetings with regard to the original proposal, and also the modified
proposal? The opinion was unanimously for the present state of the road.
743. Was the first public meeting that was held almost unanimous in condemning any alteration whatever
in Mort-streot? It was.
744. Is the opposition to any alteration in Mort-street confined to those residing there, or does it pervade
all classes in Balmain? All classes ; all Balmain would bo affected by this alteration,
'
745. And this feeling is general? It is.
746. Not confined to any particular class? No.
747. Are the small property-holders just as strong in their opposition as the large ? Just as strong.
748. With regard to the proposed alterations in Yecnd-street, the plan before you shows the modified
proposal. What do you think about that—would that alteration he for the general benefit of Balmain?
No, it would be a very great injury to the public,
749.
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749. Have you heard any feeling esprcssed among the inhabitants of Balmain in favour of the proposed
alteration of Yeend-street ? There has been none in favour of it; it would be a very great injury. It is
30Mar 1883 a^011^
yards longer, and you have to go round about. The present wharf is where it could not
’’
' be better ; tbe proposed alteration would not be nearly so convenient as the wharf we have at present,
750. If any concession were made to the public, do you think this modified proposal might he accepted ?
Not that way,
751. Not if any further concessions were made? They might. Tor myself,! would considerit, if anything
reasonable were given for what we were giving up.
752. You would favourably consider it if additional concessions wore made ? Yes.
753. What additional concessions should be made? Additional water-frontage should be given.
754. According to the modified proposal, at Sheer-legs "Wharf it is proposed to give 25 feet of waterfrontage ; do you consider that reasonable ? No, it is unreasonable.
755. If this proposed alteration of Yeend-street is made, how many feet of water frontage should be given
by the Mort’s Dock Company to the public, in your opinion? They should give at least 75 feet at the
Sheer-legs Wharf to be equivalent to the 50 feel they take away from the public.
756. If Mort’s Dock Company were to give up 75 feet of water frontage, as far as you are individually
concerned do you think that would be accepted ? It might.
757. What is the general feeling of Balmain, even if 75 feet were given ? The general feeling is that it
should remain as it is.
758. Are you aware whether Mort’s Dock Company have already taken away several streets from the
inhabitants of Balmain ? Indeed I do know it.
759. Can you sec what interests would be furthered by the proposed alterations except the interests of
the Mort’s Dock Company ? No other interest would be furthered; and in addition to that the public
interest would be very much injured.
760. This Committee has heard that the traffic is occasionally interfered with at this portion of Mort’s
Bay ? It is only by tbe mismanagement of the Dock Company.
761. In what way ? They have got buoys all over the water, and the ships lay anyhow, and of course it
does impede the traffic at times.
762. These obstructions could bo removed by themselves if they thought fit ? Yes.
763. Have you seen the petition that has been signed against any alteration of this street ?
I have not.
764. Would it be greatly for the benefit of the public, and especially tbe owners of property in tbe neigh
bourhood, if every facility were given for the extension of the works of the Company ? If the extension
were given the public would suffer. The property-owners could not be benefited if existing rights arc
interfered with.
765. Mr. Manning.] Do you know as a matter of fact whether this modified proposal ns regards Yeendstreet has ever been before the public at all ? It has been pointed out, and it was at onco looked upon
as a thing that should not be entertained, [t was laid before the public meeting.
766. Do you really say that ? I do; it was by Captain Broomfield, who said what they would do. I
pointed it out at the last public meeting.
a™1*1'

Mr. T, B. Allt sworn and examined:—
Mr.
767. Mr. Simpson^] You are a merchant, carrying on business in Sydney and residing in Balmain ?
T, It. Allt, Yes
.76S. How long have you lived there ? About twenty years.
30Mar., 1883. 7^9 ^ro y0U a property-holder ? Yes.
770. Whereabouts ? I have properly down by the dock.
I have some near the dock, some facing
Mort-street, and some in College-street.
771. You have property abutting on Mort-street? Yes.
772. And running ou to College-street ? Yes, on the west side of Mort-street; and I have property on
both sides.
773. Are yon aware of the alterations of Mort-street as proposed by the Bill originally before Parlia
ment ? Yes; I am not very clear upon the point—I know moderately well.
774. You are aware of the alteration of Mort-street as proposed by the Bill originally before Parlia
ment ? Yes.
775. That proposal has been abandoned; they propose still to close Mort-street, but to make a street
from there (showing plan) until they come to Jolm-strcct? I understand it.
776. What do you think of that, as far as the public interests and tbc value of properly are concerned ? I
am sure it will very much depreciate tbe value of property all about there.
It will give Mort’s people
more room to work, no doubt, but from my experience of where tbe sheer-legs are even now the public
suffer inconvenience by their vessels going over there.
If they bring them to the proposed new street
they will in time shut it up altogether, and they will drive the public down to Campbell-street. In a
few years’ time tbe proposed new street will be practically closed, because the size of the vessels is con
tinually increasing. They are right in the eye of tbe bay, and it is too narrow; there is not sufficient
water, and they will interfere greatly with tbe public thoroughfare.
777. Your opinion is that this modified proposal would seriously interfere with the value of property in
the neighbourhood? I am quite sure of it,
778. Would it be an interference with the public interests and convenience generally ?
Yes,
decidedly so.
779. Would it be for the interest of anybody, except the Company, that any alterations should be made
it Mort-street P I am quite sure it would not. No doubt it would benefit the Company.
780. At tbe sacrifice of the value of property and public convenience to the inhabitants of Balmain
generally? Yes.
781. You are acquainted with the general feeling of the people of Balmain on this matter : is the general
feeling in favour of the alteration, or in favour of the continuance of the present state of things ? They are
in favour of the existing state of things, and entirely against any alteration whatever.
782. Have you heard among tbe people any desire expressed for any alteration? No, I have not, except
from those who were interested iu Mort’s Company. The alteration I feel confident will militate against
the
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the interests of tlio public gencraily, inasmuch as large ships and steam-boats coming over to blort’s Mr. T.R.Allt.
Dock for repairs, mooring and unmooring from time to time, will get into tbe way of the ferry-steamers

and other small craft that might want to use tbe public wharf; and frequently the public will suffer very 30 Mar.,1883.
great inconvenience from the fact of these large steamers mooring and unmooring. I am further convinced
that it is only the matter of a few years, and the public, solely from the inconvenience they will have to
put up with, will bo entirely driven away from the proposed new street,
783. So that, in your opinion, beyond all doubt, not only the present interests of the public, but their
future interests, will be conserved by the continuation of tbe existing state of things ? Exactly so.
7S4i. I would direct your attention to the proposed alteration in Yeend-street {shows the plan). They
propose to give to the public a water frontage of 25 feet, ■whilst at tbe same time they take away from
the public 50 feet at tbe present place. What do you think of that proposal—would it be for tbe
general interests and convenience of tbe public, or would it be any improvement whatever on the existing
state of things? I would not like to give an opinion; Ido not use that ferry, and having no direct
interest about there I have not particularly gone into tbe matter.
785. The Mort’s Dock Company propose to take away 50 feet of water frontage at the present ferry and
only' to give 25 feet at the proposed ferry : do you think that is a fairly equitable proposal ? I do not
consider that it is a fairly equitable proposal. The public have had to suffer a lot or inconvenience from
the sheer-legs being there. People for Snail’s Bay are continually inconvenienced by steamers coming
alongside the sheer-legs, and the same difficulty would occur here that I drew attention to on the other
side. You cannot moor and unmoor a large steamer in ten minutes—it takes along time. If the new
wharf was as proposed, and the sheer-legs'moved, it might be more accessible.
786. These inconveniences at qxresent and the obstructions arc caused by the Mort’s Dock Company
themselves ? There is no doubt of it. Their works have increased very much.
787. As a matter of fairness, considering tbe public interests, arc you not of opinion that, if this proposed

alteration of Yeend-street is carried out, tbe Company should give more than 25 feet to tbe public in
compensation for tbc 50 feet they take away? I think so. If they take 50 feet at one place they
ought to give 50 feet at the other.
788. Have you heard any expression of opinion among the inhabitants of Balmain in favour of the
alteration or Yeend-street? ISro.
789. Do yrou know whether Yeend-street has existed for many years ? I cannot tell you.
790. There is a statement in the preamble of tbc Bill that the closing of the streets'or roads would not
create any public loss, disadvantage, or inconvenience, if other roads or streets leading to shores of tbc
said bay to the immediate neighbourhood of tbe said existing streets or roads were substituted for the
same, and wharves and proper approaches constructed and made for tbe landing of passengers. Can
you say whether the proposed closing of this street and the substitution of tbe other street would or
would not cause a public inconvenience rather than a convenience ? I am of opinion that it would be a
public inconvenience.
791. Mr. Manning.'] As I understand, tbe proposed new street would not effect any immediate loss, but it
is because of what might happen in the future ; it could not effect any immediate loss of property ?
No, I do not think so.**
.
'
■
1
J
792. It is only what you fear in the future ? Yes, more for the future.f
793. As a matter of fact, the travelling public have to suffer inconvenience in getting to and from these
wharves ? I do not think so at Mort-street; it is only at Yeend-street.
794!. As a matter of fact, although you have got 50 feet of water frontage at Yeend-street, there is only
a small jetty running out, and a steamer lying east and west at tho end would overlap Mort’s property on
both sides? Yes.
795. By giving this 25 feet here, where they have another 50 feet, that difficulty could not arise ? I
think it might. Steamers are more than 75 feet long. I think it would be better if they gave them 125
feet there. The same difficulty would arise with 75 feet as with 50 feet.
796. Suppose Mort's Dock Company utilize the property there, which they propose to make the new
street, would not that interfere with the proposed jetty arrangements ; suppose they run a wharf out, for
instance ? It would detract from the present convenience.
797. If a good wharf was run out whero proposed, it would be clear on one side of all obstruction of tbe
Company ? The owners of the property on the other side might run out a wharf too.
798. What causes this inconvenience to the travelling public is the increase of business to the dock—
larger ships being brought there, and in greater numbers ? Yes.
799. I suppose you will admit that it is an advantage to the public: generally to have the means of docking
and repairing large ships in this Colony ? No doubt it is good for the port.
800. And one is more or less proud of having an establishment that can do such work here ? So lone as
you do not interfere with the public interests.
&
801. Mr. Simpson.] I suppose an alteration of a street that bad existed some fifteen or sixteen years
would in itself be an inconvenience ?_ No doubt of it. People buy property with an idea that it will
increase in value, and they go to a main street believing that tbe property in that street must very much
increase in value. _ Mort-street is, without exception, the very best street in Balmain, inasmuch as it is the
easiest gradient in Balmain, and it is a direct road. The value of property is much greater in such a
street than in one that diverges off.
802. And people purchase property on amain street, or close to a main street, upon the faith of the
continuance of the existing state of things ? Most decidedly.
803. And any alteration would be prejudicial to the vested interests of a considerable number of people?

Certainly.

1

'

804. Do you know that quite recently some new shops have been built in Mort-street, within the last
twelve months ? I know of some within tbe last two years.
805. Chairman] I suppose you will admit that an establishment like Mort’s Dock is a very great benefit
to the Colony generally, and to Balmain in particular? It is a benefit to the Colony.
806.
* Noth (ob revision)
In this answer I directly refer to Snail's Bay, not Mort-street, where the property would be
(with tiny nltcration) moat seriously depreciated in Tahiti.
f Noth (on revision) :—I ought to qualify this reply by staling that, while serious depreciation will immediately arise in
the future property will practically be valueless.
J
5
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.MrT^AUt. 80G. And the people there have the benefit of the trade brought to the locality ? I do not think so. I
-7^ think Mori s works depreciate the value of property very much. There is no suburb where property has
bo mar., ursj. so pttJe gone up in value as Balmain during the last twenty jeara.
807. And that you attribute to tho existence of the dock? I do in a great measure. It is a poor working
neighbourhood, where small tenements have gone up.
808. Mr. Hutchinson.-] h\ the event of the proposed alterations not being carried out, you are of opinion
that the water space is not sufficient for the service ? Yes. AVlieu they started those works they had
no idea that the Colony would grow as it has. They have got the eye of the bay, and there is not sufficient
space to carry on their works. If the Colony goes on at the same ratio, in a few years they will take up
half the bay.
*
809. The larger class of vessels now being brought to the dock will ultimately prevent the traffic between
these two wharves ? It is all tending that way.
”
810. Would it not bo an advantage if the wharves were taken further out, so as to get out of the line of
stoppage? No, because you will ultimately have to drive the public right round to Snail’s Bay,
commencing fronythe Darling Road, that now use the Mort-street ferry.
811. Then you think the alteration will make a state of things as bad as what exists at present ? Worse,
in consequence of the increasing trade of the Colony.
812. You know that a very large number of small residences, suitable for the working-classes, have been
erected round that district: would it not be a public calamity to Balmain if the Company was driven
away altogether ? For a short time it might deaden the prices of property, but it would only require a
few months to increase the value of all the property in Balmain. The smoke from the works is a great
nuisance—you cannot put clothes out to dry there. The more chimneys you erect the more nuisance to
the neighbourhood generally.
'
813. It is said there are about 900 men employed on the works: presuming that the works were
extended, and gave employment to 2,000, would it not benefit Balmain for tho Dock Company to remain
there ? I do not think so. These works bring a class of population which does not increase the value of
property, and the men are all of a migratory kind ; I do not suppose more than one-third of them live in
Balmain at the outside.
Mr. Charles Read sworn and examined:—
jjr_
814. Mr. Simpson.] What is your occupation ? I keep a carpet warehouse in Georgo-street.
C. Read, 815. You are aware of the proposed alterations in Mort-street ? Yes.
_a_—v 816. Are you a property-holder? Not at present, I have been,

30Mar.,18S3. 817. For many years ?

Yes.

818. You live at Balmain ? Yes.
819. Are you aware of tbc modifications of the original proposal as shown by this plan ? Fes.
820. The original proposal w^as to close Mort-street as fame John-street; now the proposal is still to
closethat part of Mort-street, but to substitute another street to the water: what do you say would be
the effect upon the public interest if that is carried out ? I should think it would seriously interfere with
the general interests of Balmain.
821. If the part of Mort-street which it is proposed to close were closed, it would be a serious injury to
the general interests, even if the proposed new street were made ? I think so ; Mort-street having been
made for so many years, and people having bought property in that street on what has been represented
to them as an advantage as regards its being a main street, leading direct to the water. It is the only
thoroughfare from the water on that side, and it was in use before the dock wras made.
822. If Mort-street were closed as proposed, and a new street substituted for it, do you think that
property in tbe neighbourhood would be very much depreciated in value ? 1 do.
823. Without any corresponding benefit to the public? Yes.
824. Did you live long in Balmain ? About twenty-three years.
825. A.re you aware of the general feeling of the inhabitants of Balmain as to any alteration in Mortstreet ? I believe they are thoroughly opposed to it.
■
826. Have you heard any opinion expressed in favour of any alteration in Mort-street? No. I have
frequently heard about it, and the desire is to retain it in its present form.
827. Would the proposed alteration he of any advantage to anybody except those connected with the
Company ? I do not think to any person.
828. Now this proposed alteration to Yeeud-street. It is proposed to close the existing wharf, and
substitute a now' road and wharf for it; can you say that that alteration would be of any public benefit?
I am not so conversant with that side of the bay. I could not say that any public convenience ■would be
gained by it.
829. Have you ever heard any expression in favour of it ? No, none.
830. Mr, Manning.] As a traveller to the other ferry, have you found any inconvenience in getting to
the Yeend-street wharf? No, I have never met with any serious inconvenience.
831. Mr. Simjpson.] And if there are any inconveniences or obstructions which are caused to the public
traffic, they have been caused by the Company themselves placing obstructions in the way ? Yes, vessels
drawn out by lines in a manner which ivould not be looked upon as good work by any nautical man.
832. ChairmanAre you a nautical man ? I have travelled a good deal.
833; Mr. Manning.] You think this would give a w'orse gradient than the other? I think so—I am
positively sure of it.
834. Chairman.] You told Mr. Simpson that, so far as you were awnre, public feeling in Balmain is
against the proposal contained in this Bill ? I think so.
835. I suppose you are aware that iu August Last this matter was referred to the Municipal Council ? I
have only heard of it quite recently,
836. Are you aware that three-fourths of the representatives of the people in that Council decided in
favour of this proposal ? No, I am not aware of it.
837. That it was carried by a majority of nine to three ? I do not know anything of it.
838. Mr. Oarrardi] Have you given sufficient attention to the gradient ? Yes, I have seen it before.
839. As the street is longer, and as it starts from the same point, and both streetscome down to the
water, must there not of necessity he an easier gradient between the tw'o ? Ido not think so.

Mr.
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Mr. Henry Walter Callao sworn and examined:—
Mr.
340. Mr, Simpson.] "What are you ? A carver and gilder, carrying on business in Pitt-street. I reside
H. W. Callan.
in the Iron Cove Hoad, Balmain.
. .
841. Have you resided in Balmain for many years ? About ten or twelve years, but not always m the same
30 Mar., 1883.
place. I have resided in Mort-street, where I have property.
842. Whereabouts? Within 90 yards of New John-street,
840. How long have you had that property ?_ About eight years.
.
844. And Mort-street, as it now exists, was iu existence when you bought that property r It was,
845. How' much property have you there ? Two cottages, with frontages of GO feet to Mort-street, in what
I consider the best portion of that street. But if those proposed alterations were mado the property
would he very much deteriorated in value, aud so I consider will all that part of Mort-street, nearly to
the top of the street.
.
,
846. And to the same extent ? The nearer the dock, the greater the deterioration.^
,
847. When you purchased that property you believed that Mort-street would continue as it then existed t
I did. I understood that the property, when it was sold by Mr. Mort, was sold at a higher price than
any other because tbis was the highway to Sydney, and one of the broadest streets in tbe borough, with
a wharf at the end of the street.
.
^
.
848. Is there miv desire whatever on the part of the inhabitants of Balmain that any alteranon should be
made in Mort-street ? Decidedly not; everyone wishes it to remain asit is. I am speaking o± people
who live there. I know there are one or two other gentlemen who think it might be altered.
SM). Chairman^] Tour present Members are in favour of the alteration ? I believe so.
850. Mr, Simpson.] Arc they holders of property in the neighbourhood ? I think not, but I cannot say.
851. Were you present at any public meeting at Balmain in opposition to tho alteration of Mort-street,

I W'as.
852. At the last meeting ? Yes.
853. Was the feeling there very strong against any alteration of Mort-street, either according to the
original or the modified proposal ? There was no modified proposal before us.
854. But still the meeting knew of tbc modified proposal ? They had an idea, and they were very much
opposed to it.
855. Was it explained to the meeting what the modified proposal wras ? It was.
856. Was tho feeling very strong against that ? It was unanimously against it, and very strong
_
857. And the feeling of the meeting was strong and unanimous iu favour of the existing state of things
being kept up ? Yes.
_ _
.
j. r j
o v
853. Are you acquainted with the proposed alteration in the modified form of Yeend-street. Acs.
859. Would that alteration, in your opinion, be for the public benefit? No, it would not.
S60. There would not be sufficient frontage there at the sheer-legs wharf ? There is a 50-fect road,
and that would not be sufficient.
861. Mr. Garrard] And yet 50 feet are sufficient at Yeend-street ? It would not be if everybody
exercised their rights.
862. Mr. Simpson] If Yeend-street is altered as proposed, how many feet of water frontage at the sheerlegs should the Company give to the public? I should say 75 feet would be necessary.
863. Even if that were done, would it bo any advantage over the existing state of things ? I do not
think so ; the public wmuld have further to walk.
861. Have you over heard any feeling expressed among the inhabitants of Balmain as to any alteration
of Yeend-street ? Not so far as this goes. The proposal that was to have been made at the meeting
would find favour with some people.
865. Has this proposal ever been submitted to any public meeting ? No.
_
_
866. Are you able to say whether the public feeling would be iu favour of this, or of the existing
state of things? The existing state of things; but some of the obstacles to a free passage should be
removed.
867. By whom are the obstacles caused ? By tbc buoys placed for the benefit of the Mort’s Dock people..
]. know they monopolize the water-way.
_
_
868. Can you say whether the feeling would be very strong in favour of the existing state of things ?
It is.
i
869. Can you see any additional convenience that would be caused to anybody' except to the Mort’s Dock
people, and those connected with them ? I cannot.
_
870. Mr. Manning] How will the making of this diversion of Mort-street depreciate the value of
property in Mort-street ? At present it is one of the widest streets in Balmain, going to the water ; you
can see the water at the end of the street, and it is one free passage for the current of air. If the Dock
Company put smoky chimneys there it will very much damage the property.
_
871. Then the injury would only' be done if certain obnoxious things arc done by the Company ? That is
one thing.
872. What else ? We shall have to travel further.
873. Will not loading come just as easily up the proposed new street? It might.
874. Would it not be a less gradient than the other ? It would be, if anything, slightly less.
875. 'Therefore it would not affect the carriage of goods ? No.
876. And the people landing at that wharf would walk up Mort-street as they do nowr ? They would
have further to walk. Putting up a ivall there would damage property very considerably ; I consider it
would deteriorate my property fully one-third. My objection is to the extension of the dock. The
property has already suffered from the dock.
877. Mr. Simpson] Something has been said about the two present Members being in favour of some
alteration in these streets ; you have heard that said? Yes.
878. 1 suppose it was not made a test question at the last election? I do not think it was.
879. I suppose your Members were elected upon higher and broader grounds ? They were. I was on
the Committee of one, and 1 heard nothing about this. Had the election been held at the present time
it might have been prominently brought forward.
,
880. Do you not know that in the smaller matter of the municipal election it was made a test question ?
It was bv some people, but not generallv.
'
292—E
'
881.

808

°*

MINUTES

or

.EVIDENCE TAKEN DEFOBE THE SELECT COMMITTEE

^Ctiibn^'
chairman.'} Do you not recollect in August last this matter being referred to the Municipal Council,
^
1
who decided in favour by nine to three P Tes.
30Mm., 1883. 882' * suppose they pretty well represented public feeling ? Xot in that matter.
, 8S3. Asa matter of fact, the Aldermen decided in favour of the Eill p I believe they did.
■
.
884. And two gentlemen in favour of it were returned at the last election ? Yes.
885. They are both Aldermen as well as Members of Parliament? They are.
886. Have you ever noticed any great inconvenience to the travelling public through not being able to
get into Mort-street ? Yes.
887. What is that owing to ? To the ropes from the vessels out to the buoys.
888. Do you not think that the extension of works like that is a great benefit to the country ? It is no
benefit to Balmain.
889. Would it be a benefit to Balmain if it were removed altogether ? It would.
890. Mr. Manning.'] It would be desirable even for Balmain that it should still be in the Colony ?
It
would be no benefit to Balmain. Balmain property is lower than any other suburb, aud it ought to be
higher. The property in Mort-street deteriorated nearly one-half in fourteen years.
’
891. Mr. Garrard.] Is that not caused by the frequent interruptions to traffic ? Ho.
892. Is it not a fact that the three Aldermen representing the ward in which Mort-street is included
were last August all in favour of the proposal ? I do not know; T believe so.
*
893. Your objection is that the Dock Company might erect buildings upon that piece of land which
would block out the view of tbe persons in the upper portion of the street, and give you smoke and so
on? Yes.
*
894. You are aware that the Company own the laud on the east side of Mort-street ? I am.
895. Is there anything to prevent them doing that now ? I do not know.
896. Is it any less likely that they should build obnoxious chimneys there than if they had the block intact ?
I do not think so, but Mort-street would be closed.
.
‘
'
897. You say you are not aware that it was made a test question at the last election : do you not know
that every candidate was questioned as to bis opinion on this matter ? I am not aware.
S9S. Mr. Simpson.] There is no doubt that the interests of the people holding property about Mortstreet aro more intimately affected than those of people residing at a distance ?
Ycry much more bo.
Many of the electors—and I say half of them—never use Mort-street.
899. Mr. Garrard.] Are you aware that one of the Members suggested that a poll of the persons who
■use this ferry should be taken ? I am not.
'
900. Did yot not hear me make that proposal ?
I heard you speak, but I do not remember all you said.
My memory is that you said it would have been better if the Dock Company had done something of the kind.
901. Is it true that the petitioners against this measure have been kept posted up as to the steps taken
in this measure by one of the Members ? Yes, I believe so.
902. Mr. Hutchinson.] Copies of the Bill were forwarded as far back as August last ?
I am not
speaking of my own knowledge; it is what I have heard.
903. Mr. SimpsonIf it has been stated that Mort’s Dock Company propose to close Mort-street in
the interests of the public and not of themselves, wrhat do you say to that? I think the. residents of
Balmain do not believe in that statement, and they do not desire any alteration.
904. They would sooner that the Company should not look after their interests?
They would sooner
look after them themselves.
'
905. Is not this feeling at Balmain against closing these streets getting stronger aud stronger every day ?
It is ; it has not been much ventilated until now.

Mr. "William John Weets sworn and examined :—■
w r -Jir , 906. Mr. Simpsoni] What is your occupation ? I am a civil engineer.
W. J. Weets.
You do not reside at Balmain ? Ido.
And you have no property there ? No.
30 Mar., 1883.
Since when ? Six months.
' '
910. In what part? Cove-street, on the Iron Cove side.
911. Are you acquainted with the proposed alteration of Mort-street? I am.
912. Can you say whether in your opinion that would be any public benefit ? Certainly not.
913. You*believe that that alteration wmuld be in no way for tho benefit or-interests of the public?
Certainly not.
914. On the other hand, what would bo the effect ?
I think it would cause a great depreciation of
property, and put the travelling public to great inconvenience.
915. Have you beard any expressions of opinion among the people in favour of the proposal or in
opposition ? I have heard both sides; I think the majority are against the closing.
916. Have you hoard any expression in favour of it except from those interested in it ?
I. have; it was
particularly from the workmen at Mort’s Dock.
.
917. Mr. Garrard.] The majority of whom reside at Balmain ? Yes.
918. Mr. Simpson.] You mean the majority of tho workmen ? Yes.
919. Do you know anything about the proposed alteration of Yeend-street ?
I have used the one ferry
as often as the other.
920. You arc acquainted with the modified proposal ? I am. *
921. What is your opinion of it, as far as the public interests and convenience are concerned ?
I think
what they give is anything but quid, pro quo—the difference between what they take and what they give,
922. You do not think they give a fair equivalent of water frontage for what they take away?
Certainly
not, and as far as the travelling public is concerned they have to go further, and that might often be a
great inconvenience.
923. Do you believe that, with reference to both these alterations, that a public loss, disadvantage, and
inconvenience would be caused if they are carried out ? Most certainly; there would be no corresponding
advantage to the public.
924.
* Note (on revision) : I asked—First tell me the width of the proposed continuation of Yeend-street—I presume the
same as Yeend-street, 50 feet ? Jlfr. Garrard Yes.
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924. Havo you mixed much among fclie people of Balmain ?

925. Have you conversed with the people of Balmain so as to aseertam their feeling f

926 What is

it?

It

is against the roads or streets being closed.

927. In the original or even the modified form?

Mr.
W. J. Weets.

Blot until this question arose.
,

.

„

I have.

,

■

ji

The feeling is strongly m favour of continuing the

existing state of things,
.
928. Is that feeling growing stronger every day ? It is.
929. Amongst all classes? Amongst all classes.
,
,,
,• o
930. Do you know that at the last municipal election this was made a tost question ?

30 Mar., 1883

i
I know that with

t

regard to this ward it was.
931. Who was returned ? Mr. Buchanan.
n „ ,
T,
, •
932. And he is strongly opposed to the closing of cither of these streets? So far as I
he i8;
933. As a matter of fact, has this modified proposal been before the public at all. At the last public
meeting.

Wo have had two public meetings.

#

934 Chairman] When was the last one? Last Wednesday, the 21st. ,
935, Do you recollect the terms of the advertisement calling that meeting?

,
lr
No; it was called a public

mYou cousider that the feeling in opposition to these proposals is growing stronger day by day ?
937taHow do you form that opinion ?

By daily converse with the people.

I go backwards and forwards

morning and evening.
938 You get off at Snail’s Bay ? Sometimes one and sometimes tho other. _
939. Then your opportunities are confined to your trips one way or the other?
I am out I meet people.
940. You have been six months residing at Balmain ? Yes.
,
941. You are aware that this matter has been before the Municipal

.
And my evenings ; when

» „.
.
, ,
„
Council of Balmain, so far hack as

August last? I have heard so.
942. You have heard that it was accepted by nine to three ?1 have heard so:
943. And that there is no material alteration in the Council since ?1 have heard

,
, ^
that otic or two have

been returned who arc in favour of our views.
,
■ t .
c „„„„
944. Mr. Garrard.] Did not one gentleman take the place of another who was also m favour of jour
ifts'^Yousiiid that tiie Company do not propose to give quid -pro yiw—Are you aware what length they
propose to cut oft’, and what they propose to give ? Yes.
946. Does that not counterbalance? No, because of the elm of rocks.
.
.

947.

The Company propose to give 25 feet: is that sufficient, or would more be required ?

Certainly,

more should he given.
. i
948 How much more? We should have sufficient length to put our boats alongside.
949! Arc you aware that there is only GO feet of frontage at Ycend-streot ? lam aware.
950. Are you aware whether there is frequent interruption to the traffic, owing to tho number of vessels
coming no ? I only know of one.
951. Mr Simpson.] These interruptions are caused by the Company themselves ?

.
1 os, they are.

Mr. James McDonald recalled aud re-examined:—

Mr.
952. Mr. Manning.] You prepared the amended Schedules ? Yes,
J. McDonald,
953. And they are correct? Yes.
,
.
,
,
954 In the plan of the proposed new street there is one.comer not coloured ? les.
_
955i That really is included in Schedule A-B ? Yes. It is left unmarked, because there is to be a boat- 30 Mar., 18 .
landin'r-place excavated there, for small boats to get out of the way of the steamers.
956. Mr. Garrard.] That only gives 50 feet of water frontage tbe same as Mort-street ? les
957. 3fr. Manning] By giving 25 feet of the sheer-legs wharf you provide nearly 100 feet at the wharf.

Mr. Simpson.] Do you propose to erect a wharf at the sheer-legs, giving very nearly 100 feet of
frontarns? We have given 25 feet at the present wharf, and they propose to erect an inclined 1"^d“1S';
place there. That would be over 30 feet of wharfage, and ultimately it would be very nearly 100 feet.
At hteh-water it is 25 feet, but it would be 35 or 40 feet at the extremity of the wharf.
959. Do you propose to convey to tho public 35 feet of water frontage at the sheer-legs wharf. I am
953'

only stating what it would come to.

.

.

,

,5

960. Mr. Garrard.] You propose to make Yeend-street only a 2o-feet street? lea.
•, 0
961. The Bill provides for the drainage being taken away to the satisfaction of the Borou0h Council.*
It does.
* llevisxl:—I should have said last Wednesday week.

Sydney : Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1SS3.
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MORT’S BAY IMPROVEMENT BILL.
(PETITION AGAINST—E. H. BUCHANAN.)

Received by Ihe Legislative Assembly, 14 March, 1883.

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled.
The humble Petition of Edward Harman Buchanan, of Balmain, in the Colony of New South
Wales, Architect,—

'

Showeth :—

1. That a Private Bill has boon brought into Parliment, during the present Session, intituled,
« A Bill to enable Mort’s Dock and Engineering Company (Limited) to close certain streets through their
property at Mort’s Bay, and to establish new roads in lieu thereof.”
2. That by the said Bill it is proposed to close up certain streets in the said Bill set out and
referred to.

.

3. That your Petitioner, together with others, residents of Balmain aforesaid, consider they will be
injured if the said Bill be passed, and desire to be heard in opposition to the said Bill, and to be repre
sented by counsel or solicitor before the Select Committee appointed by your Honorable House.
Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays your Honorable House that your Petitioner may be
represented before such Select Committee appointed by your Honorable House to report on the said Bill
before the final passing thereof, by counsel or solicitor, and that your Petitioner may give or adduce anv
evidence as advised in reference to tbe premises aforesaid.
And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
EDWARD H. BUCHANAN.

[3d.]
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MOET’S BAY IMPEOYEMENT BILL.
(PETITION AGAINST—PEOPEETY-HOLDERS AND OTHERS OP BALMAIN.)

Received ly the Legislative Assembly, 17 April, 1883.

To the Honorable the Speaker ami Members of the Legislative Assembly of Hew South Wales.
The humble Petition of the undersigned residents, property-holders, and ratepayers of, and
property-holders in, the borough of Balmain, iu the Colony of New South Wales,—
KkSPECTFUIjLT SlTOWKTU ;—

That your Petitioners are residents, ratepayers, and property-holders in the borough of
Balmain,
Your Petitioners have been informed that your Honorable House has been petitioned by Mort’s
Hock Company (Limited), to pass a Bill enabling them to close portions of two important streets in said
borough, with tbe object of vesting in the said Company tbe fee simple in all that portion of Mort-street
extending from New .Tobn-street to tbc waters of Mort Bay, and the whole of Yeend-street.
Your Petitioners deprecate the precedent that would thereby be established, in giving to a private
Company power to over-ride tbe individual rights of residents and property-owners, and, at the same
time closing part of a main street (Mort-street), the natural thoroughfare from Darling-street (tbe
principal street in Balmain) to Mort’s Dock Perry, thereby causing incalculable deterioration in tbe value
of all business houses and price of land in street aforesaid.
Your Petitioners respectfully but most firmly protest against public streets being resumed and
sold for the especial benefit of private individuals or Companies, to tbe detriment of the property-holders,
shopkeepers, and ratepayers in the neighbourhood.
Your Petitioners humbly hope that your Honorable House will, in its wisdom, sec fit to reject the
Bill in question, the passing of which would be so injurious to the interests of your Petitioners.
And your Petitioners respectfully pray that you will be pleased to bear Counsel at the Bar of tho
House in support of their opposition to the Bill.
And, as in duty bound, your humble Petitioners will ever pray.
[Here follow 680 signatures.']

[3d.]
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1883.

EXTEAOTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OE THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Votes No. 16. Wednesday, 14 Feeetjaey, 1883.
■
4. Eotton’s Estate Bru. (Formal Motion):—Mr. 00011)68 moved, pursuant to Notice,—
_
(1.) That Botton’s Estate Bill be referred to a Select Committee for inquiry and report, with
power to send for persons and papers.
_ _
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Burns, Mr. G-eorgo Campbell, Mr. "William Clarke, Mr.
Dalton, Mr. De Sails, Mr. Parnell, Mr. Sydney Smith, Mr. Hellyer, Mr. Targett, and the Mover.
(3.) That the Keport from the Select Committee of Session 1882 on the Bill, together with the
Minutes of Proceedings, be referred to the said Committee.
Question put and passed.

Votes No. 20.

Wednesday, 21 Fedeuary, 1883.

3. Rotton’s Estate Bill :—Mr. Combes, as Chairman, brought up the Report from, and laid upon the
Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before the Select Committee, for whose
consideration and report this Bill was referred on 14th February, 1883 ; together with a copy of
the Bill as agreed to by the Committee.
Ordered to be printed.
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ROTTON'S ESTATE BILL.

BEPORT.

The Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly for whose inquiry and report

was referred, on 14th February, 1883,—“ RotUm's Estate Bill,*1 and to whom
was also referred on the same date, “ the Report from the Select Committee of
1882”;—beg to report to your Honorable House
That they have examined the witnesses named in the *List (whose evidence -soeiMp^
will be found appended hereto) and carefully considered the evidence referred to
them, and that the Preamble having been satisfactorily proved to your Committee,
they proceeded to consider the Clauses and Schedule of the Bill, in which it was not
deemed necessary to make any amendment.
Your Committee now beg to lay before your Honorable House the Bill
without amendment.
EDWARD COMBES,
No. 3 Committee Room,
Sydney, %)th February, 1883.

Chairman.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

TUESDAY, 20 FEBRUARY, 1883.
Mem hers Present :—

Mr. Bums,
Mr. Dalton,
Mr. George Campbell,
Mr. Combes,
Mr. Hellyer.
Mr. Combes called to the Chair.
Entry from Votes and Proceedings, appointing the Committee, read by the Clerk.
Printed copies of the Bill referred, and the Report of the Select Committee of Session 1882,
together with original Petition to introduce the Bill, before the Committee,
PresentFrederick Curtiss, Esq. {Solicitor for the Bilt).
Frederick Curtiss, Esq., sworn and examined.
William Fox ton Hayley, Esq. (a Trustee of Rotton’s Estate), called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness produced Probate of the Will of the late Henry Rotton, and handed in copy of the same.
Witness also handed in copy of Counsel’s opinion in re Will of Henry Rotton and Consent of H. M.
Keightley (a Trustee) to the Bill, which were ordered to be appended. {See Appendices A and B.)
Room cleared.
Preamble considered.
Question,—“That this Preamble stand part of the Bill,”—put and passed.
Solicitor called in and informed.
Clauses 1 to 6 read and agreed to.
'
Schedule read and agreed to.
Title read and agreed to.
Chairman to report the Bill, without amendment, to the House.

LIST OF WITNESSES.
FACE.

Curtiss, Frederick, Esq............
Hayley, William Foxton, Esq.

5

819
5

1883.

Legislativic Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE
TAETCJ BBFOaB

THK

SELECT

COMMITTEE

ON

ROTTON’S ESTATE BILL.
TUESDAY, 20 TEBRUART, 1883.
Srmttt: —
Mr. BURNS,
Mr. GEORGE CAMPBELL,

Mr. COMBES,
Mr. DALTON,

Mr. HELLYER.

EDWARD COMBES, Esq., C.M.G-.,

in the

Chair.

Mr. Frederick OurtisB and Mr. J. M. M'lntosh appeared ns Solicitors on behalf of the Promoters of the Bill.
Mr. Frederick Curtiss, having been sworn, was examined :—
1. Clutirrnan.} You are one of the Solicitors to the Promoters of this Bill ? Yes.
Mr.F.Curtiss.
, /S6 'Bl11 n^before the Committee is the same Bill in every particular as the Bill brought in during the ------*----- »
last Session of Parliament ? Yes.
°
°
20 Feb., 1883.
PaidiamenT3 been ^ amenfllIient whatover? No amendment since it was amended in the last Session of
Ari-1(/0Ur
^iren.t0 Procecfi witJl it; “ the same manner as when the Bill was before the Select
Committee of the last Parliament? They do.
c"
®elect Committee of the previous Session reported in favour of the Bill ? Yes
b. And it fell through in consequence of the dissolution of Parliament? Yes
'
7. And your clients desire to pass it now? Yes, they do

Mr, William Foxton Hayley sworn and examined :_
& Chairman.] You are one of tho executors and trustees under the will of the late Mr. Henry Rotton 1
Mr.
Yes.
W. F. Hayley.
9. You have seen the Bill that is now before the Committee? Yes.
10. That is the same Bill that you were examined on on the 1st November, 1882? Yes.
20 Feb., 1883.
11. In the last Parliament? Yes, I believe that was the date.
13 Yr.t
the Wil1 Stm
^ have the BliJ
into an Act °f Parliament ? They do.
13. I. ou desire to hand m some papers m connection with this matter ? I do.
^
nf ., [Witness handed in attested copy of the probate of the will of the late Henry Rotton - also conv
of the opinion of Mr. Davis, barnster-aGlaw (see Appendix A), re will of the late Mr Henry Rotton • and
memorandum from Mr. H. M. Keightley, consenting to the proceedings now being taken (SeeAppmxdbx B.)]
14. Mr. Bwrm.\ Mr. Keightley is resident in the Colony? He is.
J
15. And he approves of this Bill? Yes.
16. And tho paper you hand in is his consent? It is.

150—B
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EOTTON’S ESTATE BILL.
APPENDIX.

[To the Evidence of William Foxton Hayley, Esq., 20 February, 1883.]
A,
Opinion.

Be Will of Henry Rotton, deceased.
Tbb first question for my opinion is irhetlier any power of sale of tlio realty of the decease!! is given by this will. The will is
most inartificially drawn. It is, of course, only in regard to the residuary estate, which with the residuary personalty is to bo
divided into fourteen shares, that the question to be answered in this ease arises. That residuary estate is not in the usual
wny devised to the trustees to bo divided among the intended beneficiaries ; hut it is simply devised to he divided without
specifically naming any devisee. Under the form of words here adopted the devise would, I. think, bo taken to be direct to
the beneficiaries. It is only when we come to the direction to invest that the trustees are named fis the persons intended to
take the shares of the wife and children for the purposes of distribution. Then the testator seems to contemplate the trustees
having vested in them the property for such purpose. Very great difficulty is thus caused, and I cannot find sufficient in
tins direction to invest the shares to warrant me in coming to the conclusion that the power or rather direction to invest gives
a power of sale. In my opinion it does not.
There is a further direction in tho will, which in some cases has been held sufficient, to impliedly confer on the
executors a power of sale. It is the direction which follows the several directions as to tho division and disposition of the
acreral shares, and which is in the following words—f‘ I direct that my executors will first pay all my just and lawful debts
(which will be few) and my funeral expenses.” This is really a general charge of debts, mid, in certain cases, that lias been
held sufficient to give a power of sale. The use of Ihc words “first pay" is equivalent to saying that the property of the
testator is to lie taken by those intended to take, subject to there being first taken out, of it what moy be required to pay debts.
In such wny it has been held that the property is made subject to tho payment of debts, and, as tho executors are the "persons
to pay those debts, they are held to have conferred on them the power of selling, so as to have the money with which to pay
the debts. However, in tbis case, I do not feel at all confident that it would be held by the Court in the case of a purchaser
taking the objection that there was no power of sale in this will over the realty, that such was so clearly the case as to force
the title on an unwilling purchaser.
'
”
Under these circumstances, it appears to me that some stops must he taken by which a power of sale can be given. I
do not advise proceedings in Equity cither for an administration of the estate and for the opinion of the Court on the con
struction of the will, or for a paititiou or sale ; the most advisable and least expensive course is to obtain an Act of Parliament.
There should be no difficulty in obtaining such an Act under the circumstances of this cose, as it is clear that a sale is
necessary to carry out effectually the testator’s expressed intentions.
In regard to the second question, I am of opinion that, each child lakes a share, which in the event of his attaining
twenty-one, in case of a son, and in the event of marrying under twenty-one, with tho consent of her guardian, in the case of
a daughter, or, if not married then on her attaining twenty-one, becomes indefeasible ; and that on the contingency of a son
dying under twenty-one, and of a daughter dying under that, age aud before any sucb sanctioned marriage, such share goes
over to the surviving children equally. The gift is of a vested interest liable to be divested in the event of tbc happening of
the mentioned contingency,
G. C. DAVIS,
Wentworth Court, 2 December, 1881.
Wn have examined the writing contained in this and the preceding half-sheet of paper with the original opinion of which it
purports to be a copy, and certify that it is a true copv of the said original opinion,
‘
'
GEOEGE PINNOOK,
Bathurst, 2 November, 1882.
Solicitor, Bathurst.
JOHN F. COLES.

[To the Evidence of William Foxton Hayley, Esq., 20 February, 1883.]
B.
Tho Committee of the Legislative Assembly on " Holton’s Estate Bill."
.
Moruya, February, 1883.
vM^.R0VE ^d considerit expedient for (he persons beneficially interested under the will of tlie late Henry Hotton, that
the BiU proposed to be enacted in the present Session of the Parliament of New South Wales, intit.nled "Eotton’s Estate Act of
1883,” should bo passed, and I consent to all the provisions therein contained.
I am, Ac,
H. M. KEIGHTLEY,
Executor and Trustee of the will of the late
Henry Hotton, deceased._

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1S33.

821

ISS3.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

TIEPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE
OS THE

WOLLONGONG GAS-LIGHT COMPANY’S BILL;
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PROCEEDINGS OE THE COMMITTEE

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.
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1883.

EXTRACTS EROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OE THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

Votes No, 42,

‘Wednesdat, 4 Aerji, 1883.

{Formal Motion):—Mr. Proctor moved, pursuant to
Notice,—
r
(1.) That the Wollongong G-aslight Company’s Bill'he referred to a Select Committee for comsideration and report, with power to send for persons and papers,
(2.) That such Committee consiat of Mr. Tarrant, Mr. Poole, Mr. Gray, Mr. Humphery, Mr
Garrard, Dr. Ross, Mr. Teece, Mr. Young, Mr. Hugh Taylor, and the Mover.
‘
Question put and passed.

8. WoLioxcoKG Gtas-iioiit CoiTi'ANY’s Bile

Votes No. 50.

4. Woilosgono

V11*-

Gas-i.ight Company's

Wednesday, IS ArRin, 1883.

Bill:—Mr. Proctor, as Chairman, brought up the Report

uP°n l^e Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before, the

select Committee for whose consideration and report this Bill was referred on 4th April, 1883 •
together with a copy of the Bill as amended and agreed to by tbc Committee.
’
Ordered to bo printed.
***■*##*#*#
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1883.

WOLLONGONG GAS-LIGHT COMPANY’S BILL.

KEPORT.

The

Select

Committee of tho Legislative Assembly for whose consideration and

report was referred, on the 4th April, 1883,—“ the Wollongong Gas-light Com
pany's Bill”—beg to report to your Honorable House:—

That they have examined the witnesses named in the List* (whose evidence *secust,page*
will be found appended hereto) ; and that tho Preamble having been satisfactorily
proved to your Committee, they proceeded to consider the several clauses and the
Schedule of the Bill, in which it was deemed necessary to make certain amendments.
Your Committee now beg to lay before your Honorable House the Bill as
amended by them.
W. C. PHOCTOR,
No. 3 Committee Roomt
Sydneyf 18^ April, 1883.

Chairman.
,
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PROCEEDINGS OE THE COMMITTEE.

FRIDAY, 13 ARR1L, 1883.
MeMEBS PilESEKT: —

Mr. Proctor,

|
Mr. Tarrant;.

Dr. Koss,

Mr. Proctor called to the Chair.
'
Entry from Votes and Proceedings, appointing the Committee, read by the Clerk.
Printed copies of the Pill referred, together with original Petition to introduce the same, before
the Committee.
Present:—II. R. Way, Esq. (Solicitor for the BiU).
.John Bigger, Esq. (Secretary to the Company), called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness produced the Memorandum of Association, and the Certificate of Registration of the
Company, also the Preliminary Agreement made with the Municipal Council of Wollongong.
Witness withdrew.
Erederiek A. Franklin, Esq. (Mayor of Wollongong), called in, sworn, and examined.
Room cleared.
Committee deliberated.
[Adjourned to Wednesday next, at half-past Two o’clock.]

WEDNESDAY, 18 APRIL, 1883.
.

Members Present

Mr. Garrard,
■

• Sts Schedule of
Amendments.

Mr. Proctor in the Chair.
|
Mr. Tarrant,
Mr. Teece.

Preamble considered.
Question,—“ That this Preamble stand part of the Bill,’’—put and passed.
Solicitor called in and informed.
Clauses 1 to 4 read and agreed to.
Clause a read, amended,* and agreed to.
Clauses 6 to S3 25 read and agreed to.
Schedules read and agreed to.
New* clauses, to stand clauses 22 and 23, read and agreed to.
Title read and agreed to.
Chairman to report the Bill, with amendments, to the House.

»

SCHEDULE OE AMENDMENTS.
Page 6, clause 5, line 6. Omit “ fifteen shillings” insert “ twelve shillings and sixpence”
Page 10. Insert the following new clauses, to stand clauses 22 and 23:—
“ 22. Nothing contained in this Act shall prevent tho said Company being brought under the
provisions of any general Act which may he passed by the Parliament of New South Wales
applying equally to Companies engaged in the manufacture of gas in the said Colony with
reference to the manufacture and sale of gas nor entitle the said Company to compensation
from the public revenue by reason of the provisions of such general Act for the purpose
aforesaid being made applicable to and binding upon the said Company.”
“ 23. If it shall he proved to the satisfaction of any two Justices of the Peace in Petty Sessions
assembled that the said Company or any of its officers have been guilty of any default
under this Act they shall be liable for each and every such default to a penalty not
exceeding five pounds to he recovered in a summary way.”

LIST OF WITNESSES.
Bigger, John, Esq.........................................................................................

I AGE.
5

Franklin, Frederick A., Esq.................................................... 6
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NEW SO UTS WALES.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE
UIBN 1ITOB5

THE SELECT COMMITTEE

OX THE

WOLLONGONG GAS-LIGHT COMPANY’S BILL.

FRIDAY, 13 APRIL, 1883.
3P«0tnt:—
Mb. PROCTOR,
W.

|
Db. ROSS,
Mb, TARRANT.

C. PROCTOH,

Esq., in the Chaie.

H. R. YVay, Esq., appeared as Solicitor for tLe Rill.
•ToLn Rigger, Esq., called in and examined :—
Chairman.'] You arc Secretary to the Wollongong Gas Company? I am.
j Bieccr
^r-Do You produce acojjyof the Alemorandum of Association aud Articles of Association
Esq! ’
the Wollongong Gas-light Company (Limited) ? I do. {Produced.)
,-----Tlie originals are in the Registrar-General’s Oflice ? Yes.
13April, 1883.
Do you produce a certificate of registration of the Company ? Yes. {Produced.)
cIoclnneilfc {produced) and say what it is ? This is an agreement made Between
the Wollongong Municipal Council and the Company, by which the Company are authorised to open the
roads and lay down their gas mains and service pipes to consumers’ houses. This agreement was made
to facilitate our operations, and to enable us to go on with tbe work, pending the passing of this Bill;
the state of public business in October, when that agreement was made, being such that there was no
probability of our getting the Bill through.
c
^ ^,at (l£rficlllonfc signed ? By Mr. A quila Parsons, who, on the 27th October, was Mayor
ot the Borough Council, countersigned by Henry Stumbles, Town Clerk of tbe borough, and sealed with
the municipal seal. Then, on behalf of tbe Gas Company, it is signed by Percy Owen, Chairman ; John
Bright, George Hewlett, and Archibald Campbell, four of the Directors of the Company, and eounter^
l .a8 ®ecretaiT<
Company’s seal being attached. Acting on that agreement, we have
laid down 113 chains length of mains through the streets, and the service is laid on to fifty or sixty houses.
YVe have.bought an acre and a half of ground, the works are being erected, and we expect to be able to
l^ght up m about ten weeks. The site for the gas-holder is excavated, the concrete foundation is put in, and
the tank is being built up. The gas-holder itself is 40 feet in diameter. The framework of the retort house
is also going up, and what is known as the scrubber, 20 feet high, is erected. The house for the Manager
to bye m is in course of construction, and the works generally are being pushed forward as quickly°as
possible. As soon as tbe works are completed we will be ready to light up.
7. On the strength of that agreement you were able to float the Company ? No, the Company was
floated before we got that agreement. YVe got that agreement simply to allow the Company to go on
and erect their works, on account of the difficulty of getting a Bill through Parliament. Being all ready
to go on with the works, we agreed with the Council in terms of that indenture, and went on la vine our
mams.
■ 6 0
1.
2ot
3.
d.
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'

J. Bigger,
'

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE TAKEN BEPOHE TEE SELECT COMMITTEE

g. Dr. ifoss,] What is the capital of the Co’njjany P £6,000.
9. Is it fully paid up ? 15s. per share is paid up, and 5s. is called up to he paid on the 2nd June nest.
(:Pr0^uce^) is the Share Eegister, if the Committee wish to see it.
_
’ 10. What is the number of shareholders ? 5,450 shares have been taken up, which will be sufficient to
cover all our present expenditure. We do not propose to issue any more at present.
11. What amount has been expended, so far, in the construction of the works P We have an agreement
with the contractor that wc do not pay till he has finished his work. I will read you a portion of the
report made by the Directors on tlie 1 st December last. (Bead.) The contractors arc a London firm, and
they supply everything aud light us up. The works are capable of producing 20,000 cubic feet of gas in
twenty-four hours. We arc advised by Mr. Norman Selfc that the plant is very suitable and efficient,
and will have all the latest improvements.
_
_
12. Mr. Tarrant) I see tho price per thousand cubic feet is not to exceed 15s. Is any provision made in
the Bill to reduce the price in the event of the Company paying a dividend of 10 or 12 per cent. ? We
have not thought that matter over ; but we think of charging first of all 12s. Gd. aud afterwards 10s.
That is our present idea, so far as the more thickly peopled parts of the town are concerned ; but in some
of the remote places, away from the main street, where there would be only fourteen or fifteen houses on
half-a-mile of main, the price will have to bo higher ; we should have to make an agreement with them as
to the price, in order to secure us against loss on the supply of gas. What wo contemplate is putting
on the mains immediately in the principal parts of the town and gradually extending them, and if it does
not exactly pay us at first it will eventually do so. The shareholders are all residents of the town, and
have gone into the matter not so muclnns a question of profit as of convenience ; and the fact that tho
shareholders will be themselves consumers is a guarantee that the price of gas will not he unnecessarily
high.
_
13. Chairman) Have you heard of any objection to the Bill ? No. Wo have hoard rumours, but nothing
definite. On the 29th January last three copies of the Bill were sent to the Municipal Council, with a
request that they would give their consent to it, but wo have had no answer since.
_
14. Is there any provision to extend the gas supply outside the town ? Wc will do so in time. We ask
for 5 miles round the town, and beyond that area by petition to the G-ovornor and Executive Council,
who may proclaim any particular area to come under the operation of our Bill.
15. Mr. Tarrant) No objection has been made to the Bill? None havo come in.
16. Tlie feeling of the inhabitants in favour of tbe Bill is almost unanimous ? Tes.
17. Chairman) Is there any clause in tbe Bill giving tbe Municipal Council power to purchase the
works ? No.
IS. Would there be any objection to that ? We hardly see why wc should put a valuable property
together for the sake of letting the Municipal Council buy it.
19. Is there any penalty in the Bill in ease the Company shall fail to supply gas ? No.

Frederick Augustus Franklin, Esq., called in and examined:— •
F. A.
Franklin,Esq,
—n
13 April, 1883.

20, Chairman) Ton are Mayor of the Municipality of Wollongong ? Tes.
21. Are you aware of the application to incorporate tho Wollongong Gras-light Company ? Tes.
. _
22. Do yon know of any objection to tbe Bill ? A motion was tabled at tbe last regular meeting, asking
the Council to adopt the draft Bill which had been laid on the Table at the previous meeting. After
discussion, it was decided to refer the matter to a Select Committee of the Council. The result of their
deliberation was that action should be postponed until I called here in Sydney to get copies of all recent
Gas Bills, and to ascertain if all the clauses affecting the ratepayers and the public had been inserted in
tbis draft Bill. I obtained that information, and reported to tbe last mooting, on tbe 6th instant, that the
general penalty clause, number 22, in the Bills of the Dubbo, Albury, aud Tamwortb Companies, was not
included in this Bill, which was supposed to be a copy of those Bills. That, we ask, should be inserted.
23. Penalty for not proceeding with the work ? Tes.
_
24. What was the result ? 1 simply made this report to the Select Committee ; no opinion of the Council
has been taken since that. The opinion was generally expressed in the Committee that, if this and some
other clauses were inserted in the Bill, it would he acceptable to the Borough Council of Wollongong.
Another clause which we think it necessary to have inserted is one that is in the recently passed Dubbo
Bill, to the effect that upon the Company failing to cany out their part of the contract, it should be
competent to tbe Council to take over the works at a valuation. Tho next is a clause which this Com
mittee will perhaps consider it necessary to put in the Bill, which is the conducting clause in the Dubbo
Bill,—that in tbe event of any general Act being passed for the regulation of all Q-as Companies, this
Company should be subject to it. The next question was that the Committee thought that, in view of
the provable increase of population in our district, in consequence of the railway, the maximum rate of
15s. per thousand for gas should he reduced perhaps to 12s. 6d., which they think should be satisfactory.
The cost of extension of mains, when land at present vacant is built over, will be in a measure paid for
by the extension of municipal lamps ; the number of lamps will be increased as the mains are extended,
and there will he a considerable revenue to the Company from that source. We have 346 tenements in
the town, most of which, wc think, will he likely to consume gas, so that we are not a very small town.
Wc therefore think that the maximum price of gas should not be fixed so high as 15s.
25. Do you know whether the Company assent to these suggestions of tho Council ? 1 do not know
whether the question has been put, to the Company. When the motion was tabled that the Bill should
he accepted, these questions arose, but the Company have not since been communicated with, the
Committee I have referred to not having yet brought up its report.
^
26. Mr. Way) Ton know an agreement was signed between the Company and the Council ? Tes.
27. Was there any stipulation in that agreement giving the Council the right to take over the works?
No. That agreement was simply intended to enable tbe Company to break ground and do all necessary
work to commence laying tbeir mains, as there was at that time a difficulty in getting a Bill through
Parliament.
28. There was no such stipulation in that agreement ? No.

29.
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29, You know that on the strengtli of that agreement tho Company have laid down their mains ? Yes,
F. A.
they were allowed to go on. laying down the mains so long as they did not interfere with the traffic; but Franklin,Esqthe agreement was never intended to limit the provisions of the Bill which it was understood would be '
^
passed as soon as it could be dealt with by Parliament.
13April, 1883.
30, And on the strength of that agreement the Company have gone to considerable expense? Yes;
they have made an agreement with their contractors, and have gone on with the works. The Council arc
perfectly satisfied to see the Company go on, hut at tlie same time they have a duty to perform to the
ratepayers, and they think the clauses I havo mentioned should be inserted in the Bill.
31. Do you know whether the Company object to give the Council a right to purchase ? I am not aware.
AYe merely want tlie right, in the event of the Company failing, to continue the lighting.
32. Dr. Jiona.] Have the Council come to any agreement with the Company to supply gas to the public
lamps at so much per cubic foot ? I think they have entered into an agreement for twelve months, at so
much per lamp, and some stipulation will he made about the style of burner.

Sydney: Thomas Richards, GoYcrmnent Printer.—1883.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

FISHERIES ACT, 1881.
(AMENDED EEGHJLATION UNDEB.)

Itasmieb to

pursuant ter |Ut 44 Victoria,

glo.

26. srctimi 9,

Colonial Secretary’s Office,

.

Sydney, 4 January, 1883.

fcs ExceUency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased, in accordance
with section 9 of the “ Fisheries Act, 1881,” to mate the following Begulation, in substitution of No, 1
of the Regulations for giving effect to the provisions of the above-cited Act, relating to the despatch of
public business.

'
____________

1.

That the Commissioners will meet at their Office, for the despatch of business, on such days and

at such hours as they may deem necessary.

[8A]

HENRY PARKES.
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DEPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE

ON THE

WORKING OF THE FISHERIES ACT OF 1881;
TOGETHEB WITH THE

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE,

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE,

APPENDIX.

ORDERED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO BE PRINTED,
21 April, 1883, a.m.

SYDNEY i THOMAS RICHARDS, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.
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1883.

EXTRACTS EROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OE THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Votes No. 9.

11.

op the Fisheries Act op 1881:—Mr. Fremlui moved, pursuant to umenrferf Notice,—
(1.) That a Select Committee be appointed, with power to send for persons and papers, to inquire
into and report upon the wording of the Fisheries Act of 1881.
_
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Stuart, Mr. T. R. Smith, Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Oil life, Mr.
Xoung, Mr. See, Mr. Abigail, Mr. Griffiths, Mr. Purves, and the Mover.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.
•

TVoekes'cj

Votes No.

11.

Tuesday, 30 Jaj'tuaey, 1883.

52,

Saturday,

21

Aphid,

1883,

a.m.

oe the Fisheries Act op 1881:—Mr. Fremlin, as Chairman, brought up the Report'
from, and laid upon the Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before, the
Select Committee for whose consideration and report this subject was referred on 30th January,
1883, together with Appendix.
Ordered to be printed.
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WORKING

OF

THE

FISHERIES

ACT

OF

1881.

REPOET.

The Select Committee of

the Legislative Assembly, appointed on the 30th

January, 1883,—“ with power to send for persons and paper's to inquire into and
report upon the working of the Fisheries Act of 1881,”—have agreed to the following

Report:—
1. Your Committee have examined the witnesses named in the List and sM
carefully considered the evidence which will he found appended hereto.
2. Your Committee find that the above Act has not fulfilled the expectation
of the framers; it has lessened the supply of fish, especially of some kinds; it has
heen no protection to our oyster-beds, nor does it hold out sufficient encouragement
for oyster culture; it has placed unwise restrictions on an important industry and
worked very harshly and oppressively to those engaged in fishing for a livelihood.
3. That the evidence taken before your Committee, almost without exception,
goes to show that the length of the various nets along the corks ought to be
increased, and the size of the mesh somewhat lessened, more especially in the one
used for taking gar-fish.
d. Your Committee would recommend—
(1.) That the hauling net should have a length along the line of corks
not exceeding 400 yards, with a mesh of 2^ inches in the wings, and
2 inches in the bunt; that the bunt should not exceed one-third the
length of the net.
(2.) That the gar-fish not should not exceed 250 yards in length with bunt
not more than one-third, and the mesh should be
and 1 inch in the bunt.

inches in the wings,

(3.) That the prawn-net should not exceed 120 feet in length, and the
mesh should he f of an inch.

'

(4.) That each net should be passed by an inspector before use, and should be
once well tanned and properly labelled or painted to attest its legality,
after which such net shall be deemed a legal net for six months.
And that no net shall be forfeited until on a second conviction.

(5.) That no net should be set across any inland river or creek without
leaving at least 6 feet between the bank and each end of the net, and
any person wilfully placing any obstruction of whatever kind between
the net and the bank so as to prevent fish freely passing should be
liable to a heavy penalty.
(6.) That the Unnecessary clause relating to the riddling of prawns ought
to be repealed.
5. An amended schedule of sizes of fish is recommended in a few instances
only, but your Committee arc of opinion that there is no necessity to limit the size
of the gar-fish, considering the vast quantities that can be captured, and that it is
also a migratory fish.

The suggested alterations in the sizes of other fish will be

found in Mr. Seymour’s evidence, on page 4, which suggestions your Committee
recommend for adoption.
6. Your Committee regret that more discrimination has not been shown in
the closing and opening of rivers and bays for fishing—some being opened that
ought to be closed, and others closed that ought to be opened,
7. The way the rivers Murray, Nicmur, and Edward are being cleared of
fish calls for immediate action in order to give them time to replenish the loss.
8. The present state of our oyster fisheries is in a lamentable condition,
many places once yielding profitable employment to dredgers are now completely
denuded.

The only cure seems to your Committee to be in granting long leases,

such leases to be submitted at public auction, each separate oyster-bed to be a
separate holding.
9. Your Committee are of opinion that with the view of encouraging
artificial oyster culture long leases, with a reasonable extent of foreshore and water
contiguous to such foreshore, should be granted to applicants on moderate terms.
10. Your Committee also are of opinion that those engaged in selling oysters
should not be charged any license fee.
11. Your Committee are glad to find that the Commissioners have seen the
necessity of amending the present Act, and acknowledge that the President, Dr. Cox,
in a great measure has assisted the action of your Committee, and they respectfully
urge the consideration of this question by your Honorable House.
No. 3 Committee Room,
Sydney, 20/A April, 1883.

A. E. EREMLIN,
Chairman.
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PROCEEDINGS OE THE COMMITTEE.

mil)AT, 9 FEBRUARY, 1883.
Members Present :—

Mr. Preinlin,

j
Mr. Young.

Mr. Purves,

Mr. Kremlin called to the Chair.
Entry from Votes and Proceedings, appointing the Committee, read by the Clerk.
_
Motion made (Mr, Furves), and Question,—That advertisements he inserted in the Sydney daily
Newspapers requesting persons desirous of giving evidence to communicate with the Chairman,—put and
passed.
Committee deliberated.
.
Ordered,—That Mr. Frederick Woods and Mr. Inspector Seymour, be summoned to give evidence
nest meeting.
[Adjourned to Tuesday nest, at Two o’clock.]

TUESDAY, 13 FEBRUARY, 1883.
Mem it mis Present :—

Mr. Fremlin in the Chair,
Mr. Young,
Mr. Olliffe,
Mr. Griffiths,
Mr. Purves.
The Clerk reported to the Committee that advertisements had heen inserted in the Sydney
Morning Herald, the Daily Telegraph, and the Evening Hews, inviting persons desirous of giving evidence
to communicate with the Chairman.
Mr. Frederick Woods {Fisherman), called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Committee deliberated.
Ordered,—That Mr. Inspector Seymour and Mr, Charles Price, be summoned to give evidence next
meeting.
[Adjourned to Friday next, at half-past Two o’clock.]

FRIDAY, 16 FEBRUARY, 1883.
Mem

hers

Present :—

Mr. Fremlin,
|
Mr. Olliffe.
In the absence of a quorum, the meeting called for this day lapsed.

WEDNESDAY, 21 FEBRUARY, 1883.
Mr. Olliffe,
Mr. Griffiths,

Mr. Fremlin,
Mr. Young,

’

Mr. T. It. Smith.
In the absence of the Chairman, .Mr. Olliffe called to the Chair pro tem.
Mr. Bichard Seymour {Inspector under Fisheries Act) called in, sworn, and examined.
The Chairman entered the room and took the Chair.
Mr. Biehard Seymour’s examination continued.
The witness exhibited a collection of fish, of different sorts, sizes, and weights, to illustrate the
working of the Act.
Witness withdrew.
Mr, Charles Price called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Committee deliberated.
Ordered,—That Mr. Philip Cohen and Mr. Patrick Shedy, he summoned to give evidence next
meeting.
[Adjourned to Tuesday next, at half-past Two o’clock.]

TUESDAY, 27 FEBRUARY 1883.
Member Present :—

Mr. Fremlin.
In the absence of a quorum, the meeting called for this day lapsed.
WEDNESDAY,

6
WEDNESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY, 1883.
Members Present :—

Mr. Fromlm in the Chair.
|
Mr. GtrxtS.thSj
Mr. Abigail.
Mr. Philip Cohen called in, sworn, and examined,
Witness withdrew.
Mr, John Emerson (Oystermaii), called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Mr. John Longford called in, sworn, and examined.
'Witness withdrew.
Committee deliberated.
Ordered,—That Mr. Patrick Shedy, Mr. Peter James and Mr. Peter Gascoigne, be summoned to
give evidence next meeting.
[Adjourned to Wednesday next, at Two o’clock.]
Mr. OllifEe,

WEDNESDAY, 1 MARGS, 1883.
Members Present :—

Mr. Fremlin in tbe Chair.
Mr. Griffiths,
Mr. Olliffe,
Mr. Abigail,
Mir. Young,
Mr. Peter James (a Lessee of Oyster-beds), called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Mr. John M‘Uugh (Fisherman), called in, sworn, and examined.
_ Witness produced the bunt of a fishing-net Avhick had been condemned in consequence of tbe mesh
having shrunk below the legal size.
Witness withdrew.
Chen Ah Teak called in, sworn, and examined.
•
Witness withdrew.
Mr. James Gascoigne (Fisherman) called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Mr. Thomas Gascoigne (Fisherman) called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew,
Mr. Thomas Lambert (Fisherman) called, in sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Committee deliberated.
Ordered,—That J. R. Edwards, Esq., and Mr. E. J. Gibbons, he summoned to give evidence next
meeting.
[Adjourned to Friday next, at half-past Two o’clock.]

FRIDAY, 0 MARCH, 1883.
Mejibeks Present :—

Mr. Fremlin in the Chair.
Mr. Olliffe,
Mr. Young,
Mr. Purves,
Mr. Griffiths,
Mr. Osborne Wilshire called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Mr. Frederick John Gibbins (a Lessee of Oyster-beds), called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Committee deliberated.
Ordered,—That Dr. Cox and Chief Inspector Quinan he summoned, to give evidence next meeting.
[Adjourned to Wednesday next, at Two o’clock.]

WEDNESDA Y, 14 MARGE, 1883.
Members Present :—

Mt. Fremlin in the Chair.
Mr. Griffiths,
Mr. OllifEe,
Mr. Purves,
Mr. Abigail,
Mr. T. R. Smith.
James Charles Cox, Esq., M.D. (President of the Fisheries Commission), called in, sworn, and
examined.
Witness handed in certain documents, which were ordered to he appended. (See Appendices A 1
to At.)
Witness withdrew.
,
J. R. Edwards, Esq., called in, sworn, and examined. _■
Witness withdrew.
Committee deliberated.
Ordered,—That Mr. Chief Inspector Quin an and Mr. George Warrington, be summoned to give
evidence next meeting.
[Adjourned to Friday next, at Two o’clock.]
FRIDAY,

837
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MARCS, 1883.

Members Present :—

Mr. pTemlin in the Chair.
Mr. Olliffe,
|
Mr. Abigail,
Mr. Griffiths.
Mr. James Quinan (Chief Inspector of fisheries) called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness handed in certain documents, which were ordered to be appended. (See Appendices B 1
and B2.)
^
Witness withdrew.
Mr. George Warrington (Fisherman) called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Committee deliberated.
[Adjourned to Thursday next, at half-past Two o'clock]
THURSDAY, 22 MARCS, 1883.
Members Present :—

Mr. Fremlin in the Chair.
Mr. OllifEe,
|
Mr. Young.
Mr. William John Langham called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness witndrew.
Mr. Richard Seymour (Inspector under Fisheries Act) called in and further examined.
Witness withdrew.
W. E. Langley, Esq., called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
Ro-assemhling of the Committee to be arranged by the Chairman,
[Adjourned.]
FRIDAY, 20 APRIL, 1883.
■

Members Present:—

Mr. Fremlin in the Chair.
Mr. Young,
Mr. Griffiths,
Mr. Olliffe,
Mr. T. R. Smith.
.
Clerk submitted to the Committee a letter from Mr. J. R. Edwards making a claim for expenses
incurred in attending to give evidence before the Committee.
Committee deliberated, and decided not to allow expenses to Mr. Edwards.
Chairman submitted Draft Report which was read 1°.
.Draft Report read 2° paragraph by paragraph.
Paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 read and agreed to.
Paragraph 4 read.
.
Amendmont proposed (Mr. Yoimef) to omit all the words after the word “ recommend” in line 1,
with a view to the insertion of the following words:—“ That no restriction should he placed on the size
of mesh in the nets to be used, but that the taking or killing of small fish should be prevented by
penalties for selling or wilfully lulling fish of loss weight than is allowed under the Schedule when amended
as proposed.”
Question,—That the words proposed to he omitted stand part of the paragraph,—put
Committee divided.
Ayes.
No.
Mr. Olliffe.
Mr. Young,
Mr. Griffiths,
Mr. T. R. Smith.
And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Paragraph, as read, agreed to.
Paragraphs 5, 6, V, 8, 9, 10, and 11 read and agreed to.
Chairman to report to the House.
'
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NEW SOUTH WALES,

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE
TAON BEFORE

THE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON THE

WORKING OF THE FISHERIES ACT OF 1881.

TUESDAY, 13 FEBRUARY, 1883.
Jlrssittt;—
Mr. FREMLIN,
Mr. GRIFFITHS,

Mr. OLLIFFE,
Mr. PURVES,

Ain. YOUNG.

A. R. TREMLIN, Esq., in the Chair.
Air. Frederick Woods, called in and examined ;—
1. Chairman.~\ You arc a fisRerman at Botany ? Yes.
2. How many years have you been there 1 Twenty-five years.
Mr. F. Woods,
3. How many persons are employed with you in fishing! My two sons, and another young man that has
l3Fcb^"l883.
been with me for fifteen years.
4. Have you always been able to earn a good living until recently! Yes, until the new Act came into
force. Since then I have had to do work elsewhere at odd times.
5. What kind of fish do you chiefly catch at Botany ? Gar-fish, bream, whiting, mullet
6. Will you explain to the Committee the difficulties you have to complain of under the present Fisheries
Act! First, the closing of the rivers. They closed George's River in winter-time. That is our main place
of support in winter-time; we have nowhere else to go in bad weather. Even the fish fly to the river.
Since the closing of that of course we have had to stop at home.
7. What is the reason given for closing George's River in winter-time? Because they say the fish spawn
at that time ; but the_fact is that the fish spawn in the summer-time.
8. Then yon think the proper time to close the rivers would be in the summer-time, not in the winter!
Yes. It stands to reason, the little fish like to be in the warm water. When we land our net in summer
time all the little fish die the moment we haul them ashore; the hot water on the beach kills them. In
wmter-time the small fish fly to the deep water, and are not there to kill.
’
9 Are you constantly engaged in fishing now! Yes, except when I can get a job elsewhere.
10. Do you mean to say that when you can get other employment now you prefer it to using your nets ?
I would prefer it to going fishing under the Act as it is now, because I don't know when the Inspector will
come down upon me; I do not know when I am right or when I am wrong. In one part of the Act it
specifies that I am only to use a gar-fish net to catch gar-fish, but when I throw the net out I do not know
what 1 may catch. I might haul in a load of bream, but under the Act I would have to throw them away
if the Inspector came down on me to seize me. That is the Act now.
11. Supposing the fish you caught in this net were of the proper legal size -------? They could be seized if
they were caught in a gar-fish net,
12. Simply because they had been caught in a gar-fish net? Yes,
13. What was the size of mesh for a gar-fish net under the old Act ? One inch and a quarter, which would
tan down to an inch ; when it tanned down to an inch we used to reckon that the net was worn out and
was no good,
14. What is the size under the present Act ? . One inch and a half is the size now, and a 3-ounce gar1S *■
15.
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Mr. F. Woods.
fjan y0U cat<;li gar-fish with an inch-and-a-half not1! No, they go through it. I would like some of you
"-v gentlemen to go with me and see it. I might surround a school of gar-fish with the net allowed l>y the
13 Feb., 1883. pj.esen^
not catch a bucket-full.
_
1G. What size mesh would you recommend for a gar-fish net if the Act should he altered by Parliament?
1 should ask for an inch and a quarter mesh, to be tanned down to an inch. A net has to ho tanned every
time von get amongst the blubber. I might have a brand new net, and I might shoot it and get it full of
blubber. °If I do not tan it there and then, or take it into fresh water, it goes rotten.
17. What is the size of the larger-sized gar-fishhow large do they run? The largest sized gar-fish may run
3 ounces—one out of about 500 : that is the overgrown ones ; the general run is an ounce and a half or
2 ounces.
,
18. What is the smallest you are allowed to catch now? 3 ounces.
_
19. What weight for gar-fish would you be satisfied with if the Act were altered? For river gar-fish an
ounce weight—that should be the lowest. That was what I put in in a statement before the Commissioners,
because I “knew I would not get it. A good many people ask for what they know they can’t get. If you
were to get a dozen fishermen I don’t suppose you would get two statements alike.
20. You think about an ounce and a quarter would bo a fair size ? An ounce and a quarter or an ounce
and a half.
21. A 1-inch net would catch these fish? Yes.
_
22. But a larger net would allow them to pass through 1 Yes. There are two sorts of gar-fish, the river
gar-fish and the sea gar-fish; the sea gar-fish are larger.
23. Mr. Furves.] Which kind are you speaking of, when you give the weight as an ounce and a quarter?
The river gar-fish.
,
2 A Chairman.] What is the size at present allowed for what you'call a summer not? Two inches and a
quarter in the hunt and 3 inches in the wings,
.
_
25. What was the size under the old Act? Two inches and a quarter we used to buy it, and it used to be
tanned down to 2 inches, and in the wings it would be 3 inches, which would tan down to ty inches; when
the wings got down to 2}f inches we put them in the centre. Now we must buy a 3!.- inch net for the wings
and tan°it clown to 3 inches, and when it comes below that we must throw it away. _ It is too large for the
bunt and too small for the wings. You could not catch whiting with a 3-inch mesh in the centre.
26. Mr. Purves.] What is the present size for a net to catch whiting ? 3 inches in the wings and2 J in the
• centre.
27. Chairman.] That is for a 4-ounee fish ? Yes.
28. What do you think should be the legal size for whiting? I am satisfied with a -bounce fish, but you
cannot catch 4-ounce fish with the present net.
■
.
29. Then the nets allowed by the present Act are practically useless for whiting? Yes.
30. Is that the reason why whiting are so dear and scarce in Sydney ? It must be so j you can see them
going through the net.
„
31. What size mullet will such a net catch 1 Mullet have bigger heads ; the nets will stop them ; 6-ounce
fish.
t
32. You are not allowed to sell 6-ounce mullet? No.
_
33. Is a 6-ounce mullet a fair sized marketable fish—if you wore allowed to catch it ? Yes.
34^ Is a 5-ounce black bream a fair marketable fish ? Yes ; plenty of people like them of that size better
than they do the larger ones.
35. You are not allowed to catch 5-ounce black bream ? No, they must be 8 ounces.
__
36. You consider a 5-ounee black bream a fair’fish for market? Yes; we would sell more 5-ounce than
12-ounce bream, if we were allowed, because they are a sweeter fish.
37. Is travally a very saleable fish ? No, not very saleable; it is used a good deal for bait.
,
,
38. It is sold in tho markets, is it not? Yes.
^
' (
gey How many fishermen have left Botany since the passing of the new Act ? Eight have left Botany and
'arc now working at Lake Macquarie.
_ _
40. Why did they leave Botany? When this Act was passed they could hardly make a living at all; they
had to go somewhere.
■
41. What is the reason they can make a better living at Lake Macquarie? Even there they have to work
night and day, and a third of their earnings go to the steamers that bring the fish up. They had to leave
their wives at home. They have been away twelve months now. Three boats’ crews on the river had to
leave of! fishing and go to work on the road.
...
.
42. How many fishermen less than there used to he are plying their location at Botany Bay since the
passing of this Act ? About sixteen.
43. Is there any “stalling” going on now? No.
44. Are you not allowed to “stall” under certain conditions? No.
_
45. You arc allowed to use a 4-inch net ? Yes, to go round the rooks, but not for stalling.
46. Skilling is completely abolished then? Yes.
_
47. Amateur fishermen are allowed to do what you are not allowed to do? Yes; they can catch just what
ever they like. Tills Act was made to protect the fish wc must not catch, but it seems as if it was made
for the pleasure of the amateur fisherman. The fish we dare not touch they can haul up as fast as they
like—those little red bream. That is no protection for the fish,
^
48. When you are out fishing with nets you often destroy sharks, do you not? Very often. .
_
4 9. You scarcely ever take a haul without destroying some sharks ? Very seldom, especially at night
time.
,
50. Which would you think would destroy most fish, the smaller nets that used to be used by the fishermen
or the sharks outside ? I think the sharks.
_
51. Then if you destroy the sharks in plying your avocation you more than recoup the water for the fish you
take out? Decidedly. Sometimes the larger sharks ruin our nets.
52. Have you had any nets seized under the new Act? No.
53. Do you know of any having been seized? There is one along the river now—a poor old man that to my
knowledge has been thirty years there, if not forty ; his net was seized a fortnight ago.
54. Was that his livelihood ? Yes, he had nothing else.
55.
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55. What would it coat him to replace that net f I daresay it would cost him £'20. It was only a little Mr. FAYoods.
net, but it was his livelihood. He was trying to got a few oysters, and he was seized and got a mouth iii
Liverpool gaol.
1®83.
56. What fish wras lie catching when his net was seized 1 He was putting it across some of the heads of the
small hays.
57. Contrary to the law 1 Yes. The man was there by himself—an old feeble man, who could do nothing
else.
58. If the Act was so altered as to allow you to kill a smaller fish, and there were not so many restrictions
about winter-fishing in the rivers, could you pursue your avocation with profit again ? Most certainly.
59. Mr. Griffiths.] Do you make any objections to the specifie,d length of the nets? Yes; the gar-fish net
is too short. In my statement before tbe Commissioners I asked for 50 fathoms in the bunt, and 50
fathoms on eacli of the wings ; that is 150 fathoms.
60. Do I understand you to say that if you shoot a gar-fish net and take other fish you have to throw these
other fish away? I am under a liability if the Inspector comes down upon me. If I catch whiting or bream,
or whatever fish it is, when using a gar-fish net, I am liable.
61. Are you interested in any oyster-beds ? Ho.
62. You have no evidence to give on that subject? Ho.
63. Your complaint is that a strict interpretation of the Act prevents you getting a living as a fisherman ?
Yes, it hurts me a great deal.
64. Mr. Purves.] You mean that you cannot now get a livelihood by fishing ? Not tho same a*s I used to.
65. But you can get a livelihood ? A very poor one. It takes all my earnings now to get fresh nets to
comply with the Act.
66. You are obliged to lay out more capital than you used to do? Yes.
67. Chairman.] Do you not get an increased price for the fish you catch now? Yes, because there is a’
scarcity in the market. The shopkeepers must have them, and of courec they bring a little more, but that
is no benefit to us,
68. The public have to pay for that? Yes.
69. Mr. Yowng.] Do they not give you more for the fish ? It is not much more that they give to us.
'
70. Mr. Olliffe.] How much more? According to the supply in the market. One morning I have known
fish to bring £1 a basket, and another morning half-a-crown or 2s. ? There is no great consumption of fish
in Sydney, and never was. If the market was full every morning in the week I believe the fishermen
would not average 4 s, a basket.
71. Mr. Purves.] Then your not making a living by fishing must be to some extent the fault of the people
you think ? It is a good deal the fault of the dealers who hold out for such enormous prices that people do
not care to buy,
72. Mr. Young.] Can you give us any idea of the difierence between the price the dealers give you and tbe
price they sell to the public at? No, I could not.
73. Mr. Olliffe.] Has tbe market often been over supplied since the Act was passed? It has, but the fish
has not been good.
■
74. Why? On account of the warm weather ; it would not stand good an hour after it leaves the market.'
/ '
75. While in the market it is sound ? Yes ; but the fish will not stand while the dealers take them round. ■
■
In warm weather we sometimes work all night, up to 3 or 4 o’clock in the morning, trying to get
'
_
fresh fish for the market. Fresh fish bring twice or three times as much as others, because they will keep ■
■ '
while they are being taken round by the dealers.
76. Have you been able to supply the demand ? The supply depends upon the weather. We could supply
the demand if we could get the fish; but it is according to the weather. If you were to close up George’s
River, and it came on heavy weather, we would not get one of these fish—they would all go clean out of
the Heads altogether. If the river was closed for two years, and there came on heavy rains, like those of
last month, the fish would go clean out of the bay altogether. If the river were not closed we could catch
them while they were in the river; but one storm would clear the whole lot out.
77. Mr. Young.] Do they not come back? No; fish always work to the northward; they travel round
the coast,
78. Chairman.] Have you known the bay to be for a fortnight without any fish? Yes, we have been
waiting for the fish to come up from the south. Sometimes they will go past Botany Heads and not come
in at all, and past Broken Bay, right down the coast. If the weather is fine the fish will go into Botany,
Port Hacking, and all the bays along tbe coast.
79. Mr. Purves.] Your theory is that the fish keep working up the coast? Yes.
80. Mr. Young.] Then you think there is no advantage in having a close season at all. I cannot see it.
The river might be full of garfish this week, and if there comes a week’s heavy weather they are all away
to sea. Garfish spawn twice a year.
81. Mr. Purves.] At what times ? In tho summer-time. They come on the sea-beaches and in the bay to
spawn,
82. Mr. Olliffei] Do you not sometimes have to watch them for weeks ? Yes. Sometimes we have to kill
them on Cumella Beach.
83. It is a common thing to watch a school of fish for days? Yes, I have watched them for weeks.
84. Chairman.] Do not the flocks of gannet and shags that follow them overhead destroy them in thousands ?
Yes.
80, Mr. Olliffei] You told the Committee just now that tho price of fish has not much increased with
fisherman since the new Act has been in force;—do you know whether there has been any alteration in the
price to the consumer ? We cannot tell what the price of fish will be in the market when we come in.
Suppose twelve different boats come in, and each boat puts out its fish, the first boat may get 10s. a basket,
and the last boat get £1 for the same quantity.
86. Chairman.] Sir. Ollifle means, are fish dearer now in Sydney than they were two years ago ? Yes, they
are dearer, because they are scarcer.
87. Mr. Young.] Do you get more for them ? Yes, but wc get less fish, and they do not pay us in the
long run so well as they used to do.
88. Then there is no alteration to you of any consequence? Yes, I would sooner got plenty of fish, and get
a reasonable price for them. We have to work and slave very hard for what we get now.
89,
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Mr,P,Woods, 89. Mr. Griffiths^] Have fish incroased in numbei’s since this Act came into force? They arc just about
"-n the same. It is just according to the vreather. If it comes a dry season fish are sometimes very scarce till
13 Feb,, 1883.
proper time, and then they come all at onca I defy the Inspectors or any one else to tell me how the
fish breed, or how they come or where they go.
90. Mr. Olliff'e.'] Has anything come under your observation to make you believe that the provisions of this
Act have been the means of increasing the supply of fish ? Ho, it has decreased them. What we are not
allowed to sell the amateur fishermen can catch as they please. The Act is making no new supply to us ;
the fish are getting less, I say.
91. The number of fish have decreased, you think? Yes, because it is left open to the amateur fishermen
to catch what they please. This Act was made to protect fish, but instead of protecting fish it protects
amateur fishermen. There are fifty amateur fishermen for one working fisherman, and they are allowed to
kill any fish they please.
92. By what means ? By hook and line. Six or seven of them in a boat will go and get a basket or two
by these small bream-lines.
93. Chairnum. ] If you caught these fish by hook and line you would not be able to sell them because they
are under the legal size ? Yes.
94. Mr. Olliffe.] Do not amateurs come under the same rule? No ; a lot of them go in small steamers and
bring them home and make a present of them to shops and gentlemen ; and if they make them a present of
the fish I suppose they make them in return a present of something else.
I think the amateur fishermen
should be put on the same terms as we are, and should not be allowed to kill the small fish. If the amateur
fishermen were not allowed to kill the small fish they would grow to a certain size.
95. Mr. Young.] Our desire is to obtain information as to whether this Act has heen the means of increasing
or decreasing the numbers of fish in the water ? I do not see that it has made any difierence ; I think they
are about the same as what they have always heen.
96. Chairman.] Is there any other information you can give us? No ; I only want a certain sized net and
a certain sized fish.
97. Mr. Griffiths.] You want the size of the nets altered, the weight of the fish altered, and tho time for
fishing altered ? Yes.

WEDNESDAY, 21 FEBEUARZ, 1883.
Mb. GRIFFITHS,
Mr. OLLIFFE,

Mr. T. R. SMITH,
Mr. YOUNG.

A. R, RREMLIN, Esq., in the Ctiath.
Mr. Richard Seymour called in and examined :—
Mr.
98. Mr. Olliffe (in the Chair pro. tem.)] What is your position? Inspector of Nuisances of the City of
R. Seymour. Sydney, and Inspector and Auctioneer of the Sydney Fish Market.
99. Will you be kind enough to give us what information you may possess as the result of your experience
21 Feb,, 1883, 0f the working of the Fisheries Act of 1881 ? Since the Fisheries Act has come into force the falling-off in
the supply of fish in the Market has been very considerable, especially in gar-fish. The gar-fish mesh is a
certain size, and the weight of the fish not less than 3 ounces, and it is impossible to catch fish of that
size in the present gar-fish net. To meet the difficulty I would suggest that the gar-fish net should not
exceed 150 fathoms in length—the bunt to be 50 fathoms with 1 j- inch mesh when new, and the wings each
50 fathoms with a 2-inch mesh when new. Then when the gar-fish net reduces to 1 inch, in place of the
fishermen having to throw it away it would become a prawn net. I should also recommend, as the result
of my experience, that the seine net should be not exceeding 200 fathoms—the bunt 2-j- inch mesh and the
wings 2^ inch, when new. Then the 2£ inch bunt, when not in accordance with the regulations for a seine
net, comes in for the wings of a gar-fish net. The prawn net at present is 15 fathoms. I would suggest
that it should be from 15 to 25 fathoms and not more than 25 fathoms with 1 inch mesh. By following
the plan I have suggested a seine net would tan down so that it could be used as the wings of a gar-fish net,
then as the hunt of a gar-fish net, and then as a prawn net, and by the time it got to that it would be worn
out and of little use for anything. I see that by the new Bill prepared by the Fisheries Commissioners for
submission to Parliament some changes are recommended in the size of the fish allowed to be caught. I
have brought up a lot of fish here to show you the weight of the different sizes. The sclmapper
is recommended at 16 ounces under the new Bill, the same as in the present Act; I think it should
remain the same. The black bream under the present Act is S ozs. ; I would suggest that it should be
reduced to 6 ozs.; and the tarwhine, the weight of which is not now specified, should be not less than 5 ozs.
The black-fish in the present Act is 8 ozs.; I think it should be 6 ozs. Rock-cod, I should say, should remain
as they are, 8 ozs.; and gurnet the same. Flat-head the same as in the Act. Mullet of the variety
commonly known as hard-gut mullet, as mentioned in the Schedule, I think ought to be reduced to 6 ozs.,
for it is very seldom they go to 12 ozs. as specified by the Act. The hard-gut mullet are a kind that comes
in before the sea-mullet. The fan-tail mullet should remain at 4 ozs. "Whiting should be not less than 3
ozs. Soles and flounders as here, 4 ozs.; and pike, 8 ozs.
100. Is there not a species of mullet known as sand mullet ? Yea, sand or bull-nosed mullet; they are put
down at 4 ozs., the same as the fan-tail mullet; any tiling less than that would not be worth buying.
Trevally I should say should be reduced to 6 ozs,, instead of 8 ozs. ; and gar-fish from 3 ozs, to 2 ozs.—not
less than 2 ozs. Lobsters are always over* 16 ozs.; they should be allowed to remain at that, Murray-Cod,
16 ozs., and perch, 4 ozs., should be allowed to remain as they are.
101. Do you know anything about the Murray River lobster, or fresh water cray-fish? No.
102. Is there anything else you would suggest ? I would suggest that during the winter months Botany
and Port Jackson should be altogether closed. What I mean by the winter months would he from the 1st
March to the 30th September.
103. The whole of the hays? Yes, from the Heads to the end,
104. Mr. Griffiths.] Do you mean for all fishing ? For all net fishing,
105.
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105. Mr. Oll{ffe.~\ Does this Act deal ■with anything but net-fishing! It deals with line-fishing for
schnapper, and other line fish.
_
_
R, Seymour,
106. You would not ask that the restriction should be imposed upon line fishers? No. I would ^OjiFeb 1883
suggest that Tuggerah Lake should be opened at once for the benefit of the fishermen, as it is swarming
witli fine whiting, far larger than the largest I have got here.
107. Mr. Young \ Is it closed now? Yes, it lias been closed ever since the Act came in force.
108. Mr. Olliffe!] Would you open it without any restriction at all ? Yes, for a certain time. I think
Tuggerah Lake and Broken Bay should be open I lie whole of the summer months. All the other fisheries—
Lake Macquarie, Port Stephens, Newcastle, the Wollongong or Illawarra fisheries—ought to be open during
tho whole of the winter months. Fish from those places during the summer months, by the present means
of bringing it, three-parts of it goes bad before it reaches the market.
[Mr. Fremlin here took the chair.]
109. Mr. Smith.] How far is Tuggerah Lake from Sydney? I believe it is about half-way between here
and Newcastle.
*
110. Chairman.] You have been many years engaged in the sale of fish? Yes, eleven years next month
since the opening of the market.
,
111. Of course there were some alterations needed under the old Act, the first A.ct? Yes, very badly.
112. If the fishermen were under the surveillance of the police and-of the inspector who inspects the size
and weight when the fish come into the market, do you think there would be any necessity for other
inspectors ? The only necessity that I would see would be for inspectors to look after closed waters. If
certain bays or waters were closed it wTould be decidedly necessary to have police or inspectors to see that
they were not fished surreptitiously.
113. Have you seen the suggestions made by tho Commissioners as to alterations in the Act? Yes, I have
a copy of their Bill.
114. They suggest in that every constable of whatever grade in the Force should be an inspector in virtue
of his office. Now, don’t you think that if policemen were stationed all along the coast in various places
they could do the duty as well as inspectors ? Certainly. If I had no one to interfere with me at the
Fish Market, and the Act said fish must be of a certain size, I would not allow anything else to come in—
T should seize them directly.
115. Under the present Act, when fish have come in, of which by far tbe larger proportion were of the
proper size, have you known the whole of them to be seized because there were a few undersized fish among
them ? Yes; and I have known fish to be seized that did not come under the Act at all. I have known
that to be done repeatedly with tarwhine, the weight of which is not mentioned in the Act; the name is
mentioned in the first schedule, but there is nothing about the weight.
116. How much fish have you known to be forfeited under the present Act? Great quantities.
117. Can you mention the quantity forfeited in one morning? I could not do so now; but I could give
you the quantities, because I have them in our hooks.
118. "VYliat becomes of these fish ? Those seized in the market since 14th January, 1882, are sent to the
charitable institutions.
119. In every case ? In every case that 1 know of. I am speaking of what comes into the market. "What
is seized outside I know nothing about.
120. Supposing a load of fish comes in for sale and two-thirds of them are of the legal size and one-third
below the legal size, would the whole of those fish be forfeited ? They would, according to the present Act.
121. Have they been 1 Yes, they have been. I have known a Botany fisherman to lose several bushels
of fine large bream for only having a dozen or so of small tarwhine among them; the whole of them have
been seized. I thought it one of the cruellest things I ever saw.
122. What Inspector was that? Inspector Quinan. These fish would have brought that morning at
least 12s. 6d. a heap—that is, 25s. a bushel, to the best of my belief. I think there were 7 or 8 bushels of
them.
123. Nearly .£10 worth of fish that this man liad forfeited through having a few under size? .Yes.
124. Do you know any fishermen that have given up their employment since the Act came into force? I
do—men that are working now on the Corporation works at Botany.
125. "Were they Botany fishermen? Yes.
126. Do you remember my stating that in the House ? Yes,
127. And you saw it contradicted next day by the Commissioners and Inspector Quinan? Yes,
128. And you know that what I stated was true? Yes. I know tbe men are working for the Corporation
at the present moment, and I know several of the Botany fishermen have come to me and asked me to get
them employment as scavengers or anything else, as they could not live by fishing under the present system.
A more industrious body of men we have not in the Colony, and I think I have laid a good deal of
cxj>erienee. Before the Fish Market was established there was no more pitiful sight ever seen than these
poor people with their wives and daughters standing on the wharves waiting for hours to see if they could
get their fish sold. T then applied to the Mayor and Council and got the thing worked till we got a fish
market built after a great deal of trouble, and it was opened next month will be eleven years. Tho
market was thrown open by the Corporation till November free for the sale of fish ; the people could use
the stalls or anything else, and in the beginning of November I commenced to sell by auction. Eventually
these poor unfortunate people were enabled to leave their wives at home, next the daughters were able to
stop at home, and the fathers or sons only need come to market. Their children went to school, and they
left off fishing on Sunday. I think there is only one man now who fishes on Sunday. 1 often say I con
sider myself the father of the Fish Market.
129. Do you know the family of the Smiths at Botany ? I do.
130. I think in 1880, if my memory serves me, you sold for the Smith family about £1,550 worth of fish
for the one year ? Yes.
131. "What would be a rough guess of tho amount sold for them in 1882 ? I have made an estimate that
in four and a half years I sold for them about £5,470 worth of fish.
132. How much did you sell for them last year ? I sold a deal of fish for them last year.
133. They still pursue their work ? They are now at Lake Macquarie.

134.
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R, Seymour
^ ^0,
Macquarie j Charlie Smith got marncd there. They had to leave
*, . a
' Notary. Johnson, of Botany, had a lot of black bream in the market last week, the result of twenty-four
21 Feb., 18S3.
workthmk they were got at Port Hacking—which brought him £50 18s. There is another thing I
*
think it right of me to mention. There wore two nets seized from a poor fellow by the name of Mildwnter,
and in consequence he was so hard up that he had to borrow £50 from Mr. Assenheim to buy another net.
That net was then seized for being too short. It was locked up in the Fish Market, and Ins wife and
children were actually starving, and getting assistance from people in the market. Eventually, when several
of these new gentlemen came into the Commission, he got an order to go and take his net, after it had been
b'mg there two months, I cannot for the life of me understand how the net being too short could do any
harm,
*
135. Was this the same Inspector—Quinan 1 Yes. (The witness here exhibited to the Committee a number
of jish of different sorts and of different sizes and weights, which he had collected to illustrate the worlcina of
the Act.)
v J
136. Mr. OUffe.~\ You think a restriction as to tho weight of gar-fish is necessary ? Yes; hut the weight
mentioned in the present Act, 3 ozs., ought to be reduced to 2 ozs.
137. Chairman^] You would not reduce the legal weight of gar-fish to H oz. ? I would; but I would not
go past that.
"
138. Mr. OlliffeWill you be kind enough to tell me why you think there should he any restriction as to
the length of a net—yon say it should not be longer than 200 fathoms—why should there be any restriction 1
I am speaking from my knowledge of the fishermen—they always wish to fish with a net not exceeding 200
fathoms.
139. Supposing a fisherman thouglit fit to have a net 300 fathoms long, what objection is there to that, or
is there any objection 1 I cannot see any objection myself, further than a man of means may have a net so
long as to monopolize the whole of a valuable fishing-place.
140. Is there any objection to having a net of 250 fathoms or 300 fathoms? I believe a seine net of 300
fathoms would be unworkable.
141. You have told us of a fisherman whose net was seized for being too short: what objection is there to
that ? I do not see any.
142. Do you think there should be any restriction in the Act rendering these people liable to punishment if
their nets exceed 200 fathoms? I think when you look at the fishermen working together tho net should
not exceed 200 fathoms, because if a man takes up (say) 500 fathoms, he keeps some one else from earning
nis brsEicii
143. I understood you to say such a clause was not necessary ? It is necessary. In tho first place, I am
sure that a net much over 200 fathoms is unworkable, and by having tho nets 200 fathoms and no more,
each man has a chance of working in a bay at tbe same time.
144. Mr. Griffiths.] Will you give us your experience with regard to the shrinkage of the net? To com
mence with a garfish rict, your bunt is
inch; then that with working in the water and tanning will
reduce to close on an inch, or an inch and an eighth.
145. In how long a time ? The space of time I could not say.
146. In a week or a mouth? No, not in a week or a month, nor in six months,
147. It is tanned once in how often? I think once in a season—once in a vear.
143. Is the shrinkage from the water or from tanning? From tanning.
'
149. I understand that the great complaint against the working of the Act is the seizing of the nets ? Yes.
150. That has occurred after the net has heen inspected the first time, tanned, and reduced? Yes.
151. A man having a net an inch and a quarter or an inch and a half, tans that net, and it becomes loss
than an inch and a half ? Yes.
152. Such nets liave been seized on various occasions ? Yes.
153. A net becomes illegal after the first tanning, if it is originally only just the proper size 1 Yes of
course it does after the first tanning.
154. Could you suggest a remedy for that ? What I would suggest is, as I have stated, that the sizes of tho
meshes should be so prescribed that they would work down from one sized net to another until they became
prawn nets, and got so old that they would be of no further use.
155. Would not this be an equitable thing, that a net previous to being used for the first time should be
inspected and licensed, and have the Fisheries Inspector’s mark put upon it, and then when the net decreased
by use or tanning below a certain size, it should no longer be a legal net 1 I think the best way would be
to work the three nets as I have suggested.
156. ihe Act now is that directly a net is below a certain size of mesh it is forfeitable? Yes.
157. If a net is tbe least under an inch and a half the Inspector can seize and forfeit it ? Yes.
158. Is that a just and right thing when the same net a few weeks before it was tanned was full-sized ?
hi o, it is not; it should be allowed to work down to an inch and then be used as a prawn net.
ico rn ' ■^‘rnl
^0l1 ^ink it should be stamped ? Yes, and numbered when licensed.
60. Chairman.] Do you not think all this trouble about nets could be obviated by the simple practice of
having the fish properly inspected as to size : if that were done thoroughly, would there be so much need
or restriction as to nets? If only fish of a certain legal size or weight were allowed to be sold, and tho
inspector could seize all fish not up to weight, it would put an end to the whole thing. I know that plan
is carried out in Tasmania—I saw it myself last Christmas. There was no seizing the nets there, or any
thing else.
>
j
161. Mr. IToung^ It is not illegal to sell fish outside the market, is it? No; but if the keeper of a fishshop or hawker in Sydney has fish under a certain weight he is liable for having them under weifrlit. That
is according to the present Act.
162. We have it in evidence from one fisherman that he considers the amateur fishermen interfere with the
regular fishermen ? I am sure they do.
163., Do you think. tJiey should be restricted? Yes, and I will tell you why. They go out sebnapper-fishing
outside the. Heads in steamers, and they look out to see a fishing-boat and they go downright on top of him,
so that tbe man is deprived of his living. Perhaps there are thirty or forty lines down at once from the.
steamer, and the bait and the burly they use attracts all tho fish away from the fishing-boat, so that the
man has to pull up his kcllick and go somewhere else; and perhaps then they will follow him and take his
■ground
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ground again. It is a fact that they have done it These fish that are brought in by the amateur fishermen
are sold in the town. Last Monday morning I went to the Coffee Palace and saw dozens of plates of
schnapper coining on the table, and there had not been a schnapper brought into the market that morning,
but there had been three steamers out fishing on the Sunday. They sell them on the Circular Quay when
they come in.
'
164. Is it within your knowledge that sharks destroy a great many fish ? Yes.
165. Would you recommend that any reward should be given for their destruction? I would.
166. Is there any other fish that is destructive in the same way? The king-fish destroy a good many, but I
do not know that they are as bad as sharks.
_
167. ilf)\ Smith.'] You say you would recommend the closing up of Botany and Port Jackson in the won ter
months ; would it not be better to close them in summer ? No, because we can get fresh fish from them in
summer when it will not keep long enough to be brought in from places further off We dependonBotany
and Port Jackson for fresh fish during the summer months. The present Act shuts up a portion of it in
winter, and it might as well shut up the whole or open the whole,
168. Mr. Youn(ji\ A fisherman 1ms given evidence here that in his opinion George’s Elver should not be
closed in winter ? I consider that the whole of Botany Bay should be closed in winter. They can go to
Lake Macquarie, Tuggerah, and the other places I have mentioned, in winter, and can send in abundance of
fisb. Charlie Smith made the greater portion of his money at Tuggerah at that time.
169. Chairman.] Will you kindly give us what you have to say about oysters? Any persons retailing
oysters in Sydney have to pay a license fee of £6, and, as they buy these oysters from men licensed by the
Government to get them, they consider this a great hardship. You might os well go into any shop in
Sydney and say they must pay a license fee for selling clothes. There has been a great outcry from the
whole of them. We have removed all the organ-grinders from the streets, and a great many of them are
now keeping oyster-shops. There are more fish and oyster shops in Sydney than ever there were. When I
first went to the Fish Market there were only four, but there are some dozens now.
170. Mr. Young.] Do you know anything about the cultivation of oysters 1 No.
171. jl?r. Olliffe.] Do you think that since tho Fisheries Act has been in force the supply of fish in the
market has increased or decreased ? Decreased. In the month of January we only got a bushel and a half
of gar-fish, and they brought £2 18s. 6d., though we ought to be selling them at the present moment for 5s.
a bushel.
‘
_
172. Mr. Olliffe.] Do you think that is owing to the size of the net required by tbe Act being too large?
Yes. Take an inch and a half mesh and see how many of the fish I have shown you will go through it.

Mr.
■ . eymour.
jg^g
'

.

Mr, Charles Price called in and examined :—
Mr. C, Price.
173. Chairman.] What are you ? A. fishmonger,
174. In Hunter-street ? Yes.
21 Feb., 1833.
175. How long have you been engaged in this trade? Twelve years.
176. Has the demand for fish increased during the last few years ? No.
177. You sell all kinds of fisb, oysters and everthing? Yes.
178. Have you noticed any diminution in the supply of fish lately? I have.
179. Will you state to the Committee the kinds of fish you are most deficient in ? Blackbream, schnapper,
garfish, and whiting.
180. What is the price of fish now, compared to what you had to pay two years ago ? It is double the
pnee.
_
181. Will vou be kind enough to give the Committee what you believe to be the reason that fish is so dear
now to what it formerly was ? The fishermen say it is because they cannot get their nets.
182. Why—have thoirnets been seized ? Yes, they have been seized by Mr. Quinan. 1
183. I suppose they mean that they liave not the means of catching fish ? They have not the means to get
their livelihood.
184. Do you know what the price of these nets generally is ? £45 to £60.
185. Of what size did you formerly get garfish ? Some of them down as low as an ounce; a few as large
as 4 ounces.
186. Do you not think an ounce too small ? Yes.
187. What is the lowest size you would recommend ? I should not like to see them under 2 ounces.
188. How small would you like to see a whiting sold ? Not under 4 ounces,
1S9. Schnapper or bream ? I would not like to sec bream under 6 ounces.
190. Do you think that if the size of the mesh was altered again by Act of Parliament tho supply of fish
would increase ? I could not say.
191. Do you believe tho fishermen would resume their employment if they had the mesh of the old size?
I believe they would,
'
192. Do your customers complain of the price of fish now ? They do very much.
193. Does it affect your business in any way? It does.
194. Mr. Younq.] What price do you pay for fish now, compared to what you used to pay two years ago?
Two year’s ago I did not liave the business, but I can show twelve years’ receipts and compare them with
mine, and my receipts arc more than they paid that had the business before. These receipts will prove that
my weekly account comes to more than his fortnightly account.
195. That might be because you sell more fisb—I want to know the price for the same quantity of fish ? I
do not get as much fisb us when Mr. Kohler was in the business; I cannot get a supply to serve my
customers, and yet my weekly account is more than his fortnightly account was,
196. Have you only been in the business since the Act was passed? Yes, on my own account, but I was
ten years with Mr. Kohler before. When Mr. Kohler had the business garfish were 8a. 6d. a bushel, now
they are 35s., and other lish have increased in price also.
197. Do you have to pay a license-fee of £5 a year ? Yea.
198. Do you think that is an unjust burden ? Yes.
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WEDNESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY, 1883.
Pmnt:—
Me. ABIGAIL,
|
Me. G-KIFFITHS,
Me. OLLIFFE.

A. R. FREMLIN, Esq., in the Chaie.
Mr. Philip Cohen called in and examined:—
Hr^RCohen. 190. Chairman.] "What are you? lam at present keeping the “Stcyne Hotel,” at Manly.
28 Feb, 1883. nrt?' J°U i Ve ta^en Sreat interest, X believe, in fishing for many years ? Yes, for nearly half a century,
*
201* You thoroughly understand the different kinds of fish that frequent our coasts and bays ? I do.
202. Do you know the fishermen who have been engaged in this employment for many years ? Yes a
great number of them,
203. Mr. OUrffe.] Do you say you have been acquainted with fishing for fifty years ? Between forty and
fifty years, from boyhood upwards.
20k. Chairman] Do you remember the old Act? Driver’s Act; yes, I do.
205. Do you think there was any actual damage done to the fisheries while that Act was iu force P Tcs
partly.
’
206. Will you be kind enough to state in what way yon think it was injurious? I do not think Driver’s
Act was sufficiently restrictive ns regards rivers and lagoons, butl believe it was suitable for coast fiskinsr
or bay fishing.
0
207. I suppose you mean that a lagoon ought to bo protected in consequence of the fish spawning there ?
x es, at certain seasons.
oaq
^ie Pass'nS
Fisheries Act of 1881 have you carefully watched its effects ? I have.
209. Will you state to the Committee your opinion of the working of that Act? The effect has been the
complete disorganization of the fisheries; in fact it has been worse than useless; it has been tyrannical
in the extreme as regards the fishermen, without effecting any useful object; in fact it is an ill-digested
scheme altogether; it has not been carried out properly.; it is not workable, and is grossly tyrannical,
oii' i°U d° ]10t ™nr|k',fc “as had a good effect even in preserving fish ? I am sure it has not.
f 4V A e £ouTk"own an7 fishermen that have been compelled to give up their employmentiu consequence
ot this Act? 1 have. I will give you an instance of its tyrannical working: A man named William
MUdwater, a very sober, industrious man. residing near Manly, brought up, bred, and born in that locality,
his father before him having been a fisherman there. When this Act came into force this man,
by Ins hard earnings was possessed of two boats and two nets.
These nets had meshes that
were of the size provided for-or at any rato they were legal—under Driver’s Act.
One of
these nets was on the rocks, and the other was on what is termed the horse in front of his
Irom^ coiiversiitioTi I know he intended to take out the bunt of that net and replace
it with a bunt that would be legal under the new Act. While this net was hanging there Inspector
AiU^an mL1"® d0WJ1 Tl se,zed tlicm. both' TflcJ "'ere not in nse. The two nets were worth nearly
A.100. Ihoy were taken away, put into tho Garden Palace, and destroyed when the palace was burnt
Ihe consequence was that the man was pretty well ruined, because he has a large family of
ehudren, and it would take him a long time to replace nets like these. Well, he purchased a new net
a ter the destruction of these two ; it had what is termed a booby bunt for gar-fish; the net when pur
chased had a mesh of the sizo indicated by the Act of 1881, an inch and a half, but when he put it in the
tan or course it came down to an eighth of an inch less, ami putting it in the water again brought it down
another sixteenth perhaps.
At any rate he bought it in accordance with the Act. ] believe the
bunt of this net, was 4o fathoms, and the two wings 25 fathoms each, but I am not quite sure as to
the exact length
The mesh in the wings was 2$ inches or 2 J inches. I forget exactly the size, but it
was according to the Act of 1881. Ho used this not two or three times, and one night Inning a good
haul ot fish—to show the man s Iona fuks—ha left the not in tho stern sheets of the boat, on the rollers,
and pulled up to the F ish Market. The Inspector came down, looked at his net, seized it, and took it
from him. Ilns was the third net seized from him.
212. Will you state what reason Mr. Quinan gave for seizing it ? He seized it because the wings were
not of equal length with the bunt, which is a most monstrous thing. That was one reason ; and the other
reason was because the mesh was about a sixteenth of an inch less than the proper size in the bunt. But
his principal reason was that the wings were not of the same length as the bunt; the wings were not
sufficiently long When the man came back and told me I was perfectly horrified. He said, “ What am
J to do now r—I am ruined ” I told him I would write to the Commissioners about it, and I did. I got
an answer in due course. Ihe Commissioners stated that under tho circumstances as represented by mo
they would return the man the hunt of tho net with the cork and head lines, but they would destroy or
cut out the wings as being illegal—or that they would recommend that course to tho Government, or
something to that effect. 1 told the man he had better accept it, and set to work with his boys and make
new wings. We J, after a vast deal of delay—I tbink two or three months—the man got this bunt back.
Put; now comes the ivorst part of it. This Inspector, when he seized this now net, instead of hanging the
net up to dry, put it in a heap in the Fish Market, and there it lay, wet as it came out of tho boat, till it
wras almost rotten.
213. What is Mildwaf er doing now? He has a small net which I believe lie either borrowed or purchased
line fishing ^ mUtl1 accomif’ from sorae man at Watson’s Bay; but X think he is chiefly engaged now iu
214. You know the legal size of the present gar-fish mil Yes; I believe it is most absurd. These garnsh are migratory and come m immense shoals, and even a large-sized gar-fish will not measure much more
than an inch in diameter ; therefore it is impossible to catch them in nets with the mesh required by the
;
1run
thorn like water through a sieve, and (lie men have their labour for nothing
2ID. > ou know tho present regulation size for gar-fish—3 ounces 1 Yes.
21G. How much smaller would you recommend they should be sold without hurting our fisheries 1 From
can blmi’ph kU0" r SU l ri1 ■7S'VC?
fiucsti011 in a ratiwa- round-about way. I cannot see how you
can hunt the size of gar-fish fairly. I will give my reasons why : A fisherman puts his net round a school
o£
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of garfish tlic fish make a rush for the bunt, and the small fish, generally speaking, get meshed, or even Mrl1- Cohen.
if they do not get meshed, they must come in with the bulk of the fish, and you cannot preserve them alive : ''—---- they will not stand the knocking about or the handling if they are thrown into the water. Therefore if you ■Fcl, >1883'
do not allow the men to sell these fish they must be sorted out and left on the beach to rot. It does no
good to try and save the small ones alive, for the fish come in such immense shoals that it is impossible to
diminish the quantity of them ; they are migratory and travel round the coast. Tbe fishermen, as a rule,
will never shoot round schools of very small-sized gar-fish if they can help it, because they are quite
unsaleable.
217. \.ou mean to say that they are so tender of life that the mere fact of hauling them in destroys them ?
Yes.
°
J
218. And if the fishermen are not allowed to sell them they are wasted ?----219. Mr. Griffiths.] You recommend, then, that there should be no limit to the size of gar-fish ? I do.
220. 6/iairman.J Can you give us any information, with reference to any other nets sized, bearing on this
question ? I will give you one : There is a man, old Bob—I do not know his other name; his net was
absolutely passed by the inspector, but two or three months afterwards it was seized, at the same time that
he seized Warrington’s net. Because the man happened to hav© four or five different sized meshes in his
net it was seized, but it was perfectly harmless in its operation.
221. What I stated in the House, was that true or false, about the seizure of those nets 1 Perfectly true.
I think, if you will allow me to offer a suggestion, that this Commission is a useless and cumbrous piece of
machinery ; it is perfectly useless, and never will work. The Act ought to be assimilated to that of Victoria.
Instead of the Commission there should be a chief inspector of fisheries—a man who understands what he is
about, not a man who cannot tell the bunt from the wings of a net; and he should have two or three subordi
nate inspectors and a clerk. That should be the whole department. In places whore they might be required
water bailiffs should be appointed. That would be quite sufficient.* It is so in Victoria. I was instrumental
in getting the Victorian Act passed. I was living there at the time, and was solicited by the authorities
to place my ideas and propositions in writing, which I did, and they were adopted in the present Victorian Act.
Ihe reason they have water bailiffs in Victoria is that in a great number of the rivers they are acclima
tising fish from other countries, and these fish have to be protected ; therefore water bailiffs are employed
to look after them, and also in other localities where it is necessary to protect tho fisheries. The Chief
Inspector of I'lshencs has his office, but he is subordinate to the Commissioner of Customs, who is there
a Minister of the Crown. Here he would be under the Colonial Treasurer. That Act has worked, so far
as J know, admirably in Victoria; no tyrannical measures are ever known; the fishermen arc satisfied ;
and tho public are well supplied with fish since the G-ippsland Lakes were thrown open by means of the
railway from thence to Melbourne.
222. When the fishermen of Victoria infringe the Act there in force are their nets seized and forfeited or
is a fine only inflicted P When the fishermen infringe the Act the Inspector has no power of seizure’no
power ot confiscation, but on a third conviction a magistrate has it in his power to order the confiscation
and destruction of the not. The most extraordinary part of this Act of 1881 is that the net can be resold
and the money put into tbe Consolidated Revenue of tbe country. The net is seized for being illegal and"
yet tlic Commissioners have the power of selling that net by public auction. A.ll the nets that were burnt
in tlic Harden I alaco were under orders for sale, and, bad not tbe Palace been burnt down, they would
have heen sold.
J
223. Mr. Ol/ffi;.] Not for fishing, hut for other purposes ? "What purposes ?
■ti f?\airman-] -^° you know for a fact that any fishermen who possessed illegal nets were in treaty
with fishermen m Queensland for the sale of these nets ? That I could not tdl. In the case of Mildwinter the seizure was a most cruel thing. They were taken from him when not in actual use. They
were confiscated and burnt when the Exhibition building was burnt down, without giving the man a
chance of altering them. The idea of a 3-ineh mesh in the wings ! It is impossible to catch such a fish
as. the whiting with such a mesh. About a fortnight ago John Skinner surrounded with his seine about
two boat-loads of flat-tail and hard-gut mullet, and only succeeded in taking about two dozen, instead of
two boat-loads.
tC^ y0U give,us any inf(mr)aiion about oysters ? I never paid much attention to oysters,
iii thi0,'e
else Jou would like to mention ? I would like to say that I think the Government
should make some compensation to those men who have been so cruelly used, for the excessive losses they
nave sustained.
J
227. Mr. Olliffe.'] You are an hotel-keeper? Yes.
228. And therefore, I presume, you are a large purchaser of fish ? Yes,
22ffi Can you inform the Committee what difference iu the cost and supply of fish has taken place sinceoon11/v; UC”° n ™1S
Pr'ce more than double what it was, sometimes treble
Chairman.] With a short supply ? A very short supply. The men cannot got (he fish under the
Manly
lmp0Sed ^ the Act' IyT°w tlle Bclmapper season is over we very seldom get any fish at
28

10118

231. In what particular fish is the short supply most obvious ? 'Whiting, gar-fish, and mullet—fish that
are only caught by the net. Bream can be got by line-fishing.
ooo' iTSUpp0Se P" knCP that.the Present Act does not interfere with amateur fishing ? It does not
233. Have you known of any instances where amateurs have been fishing and have disposed of their fish
by sale . 1 es ; there are some clubs, the members of which go out schnapper-fishing, and when they come
ooi an 'ae
^HmhRms part of their fish are sold there ; I have seen them in the shops often,
234. lliey may sell illegal fish ? Yes. With regard to red bream, which are the young of the schnanner
though at one time they were thought to be of a different species----r
235. You never saw a red bream with a roe P No, nor never will. They are destroyed in myriads. That
makes schnapper so scarce outside the Heads, though I know places along the coast where I could go and
nil a ship a thousand-ton ship, so to speak, where the young have not been interfered with. But in
oyuney Harbour these red bream are caught in myriads, and that makes schnapper scarce here. You will
see boys and men in the spring and summer months with great strings of them; they are caught in all
__________ _______________________ _____
directions.
could SZZ
SrThe idea °f ^ BOard3 at different P°il,ts of the coust » a
absurd proposition, and
158—B

■
’
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Mr. r. Cohen, directions. I would protect them, and I would protect the river fish also. With respect to gar-fish nets,
1 would recommend that a 1-ineh mesh he allowed in the bunt; but I would strietlv urohibit it in any
■CCD',
lagoon or river, such as the Parramatta Biver or G-eorge’s Eiver. There is no doubt about it, the beaky
seines, as tho fishermen call them, are engines of great destruction if used as general nets. I think these
nets should be prohibited for general purposes, and only used as gar-fish nets. Fishermen would have no
excuse for saying they did not know there were other fish there. In ordinary net-fishing they very seldom
get gar-fish. They can always see the work of the gar-fish oa the top of the water, and they have no
occasion to throw the net unless they can see the fish. When a fisherman goes out for geueral fishing ho
may take three or four hauls off one large beach, but he could not do that if going after gar-fish, because
he can see the work of the gar-fish. and can close his net round them, and there is an end of it. Gar-fish
are usually caught in daylight, because at night the fishermen cannot see the work, and do not know
where the fish are. Sometimes on a moonlight night they can see the work, hut it should be made pro
hibitory for them to use tho gar-fish net for general purposes, or in rivers or lagoons. The lagoons that
are closed now should not be kept closed altogether; they should be opened and closed alternately,
23(1. Mr. Olliffe.] In what year was the Victorian Act passed ? 1 will not be certain, but I think it was
either in 1SG9 or 1S70, as far as my recollection serves me.
237. Is it in force now ? Yes.
23S. Has it been amended ? Ithasneicr been amended to my knowledge. Under that Act there are
certain places which they close alternately ; they do not do as tho authorities here have done, close the
whole of them simultaneously. They ought to have opened them for a certain period: they ought to have
heen opened this summer and closed again in winter; they should not be open in winter, but in summer
they should he open, and the fishermen should be allowed to take the matured fish out.
Sir. John Emerson called in and examined:—
Mr. ,T. 239. Chairman.] You are engaged in the fish trade ? Fish and oyster trade ; oysters chiefly.
Emerson.
240. Have you boon many years at it? Since 18(11,
241. Where are you chiefly supplied from? From different places all along the coast from Moreton Bay
28 Feb., 1SS3. to Twofold Bay, more or less.
212. You pay a license fee to the Treasury for selling oysters here? Yes.
243. Have you noticed any deficiency in the supply from Now South Wales ? Yes. Under the present
Fisheries Act the oyster-beds arc not leased; they are open to auy one to work indiscriminately, that is,
to all who choose to pay a license fee ; and in a very short tune they worked most of them out.
24t. What modification or alteration in tho Act would you suggest? 1 would suggest that the oysterbeds should be let on a long term, long enough to repay anyone for the outlay of capital in the cultivation
of oysters, and it should he a condition of the lease that a certain quantity of spat or young oysters should
be returned to the beds iu proportion to the quantity of oysters taken out; such a proportion as the
Commissioners or the Government might think proper. For instance, if a man takes LOO bushels of oysters
off a bed, there would bo a large quantity of small ones which should he returned, or even if there are not
he should be compelled to put clown a certain quantity of spawn, so as to keep up the supply.
245. You think that certain areas along the shore, or a certain description of bods, should be leased to
certain people ? I think so, under restrictions and under inspection.
240. Have you noticed any deficiency in the supply of fish ? Yes. The fishermen to a great extent have
heen dissatisfied with the way in which they have been hampered, as to the siie of the nets, and hauling
the fish into their boats instead of hauling them on the beach.
247. What kinds of fish have you noticed to he more deficient than others? Garfish particularly. It is
hardly possible to catch garfish with an inch and a half mesh. I was at Port Stephens some months ago
and the fishermen there told me that out of a haul of 5 bushels in an inch and a half net they did not save
two pecks.
248. Of course this must affect the price very much ? It does affect it. I do not know of any trade so
badly regulated; what wc pay 2s. for on one day-we pay two guineas on another.
249. You never experienced any of these difficulties under the old Act? K"o, we never noticed it so
much, but still there were irregularities. The demand is now much greater than it was.
250. The demand is greater and the supply less ? Yes, and I am inclined to think it will he less. I
would not allow the inland waters to be continually drained of fish. I cousider them to be nothing hut
breeding grounds. I do not think it will ever he possible to keep up a fish supply if you keep continually
workiug the lakes and inland waters.
_
251. Ho you know of any deep sea-fishing going on now, other than by lines? I do not; I tbink it is
one of the things that should be encouraged; it must come to that, either by private enterprise or in
some other way. You will never be able to keep tho fish supply going merely by the inland waters.
252. Yon know the sue of the nets used now? I could not enumerate all of them, but I know them
pretty well.
253. If the mesh of tlic gar-fish net were smaller do you think we should get a better supply ? Yes. I
think there are certain fishes that never become sea-fish, and other fishes that the inland waters should
never be drained of.
254. Mr. Griffiths^] Are you aware of any oyster-beds being let ? Do you mean the oyster-beds or the
foreshore ?
255. The Act contemplates the letting of certain portions of the foreshores? I do not know of any,
but 1 know of several applications that have been made for permission to form beds and cultivate oysters
on certain portions of the foreshores, but the Commissioners have never been able to grant them.
256. Ho you think that if these clauses were put in force the supply of oysters would be increased? I
think it could be, but not at once.
_
257. The cultivation of oysters lias not been increased under the Act? Ho ; there has been no cultiva
tion at all, because the Commissioners state that they have not power to grant leases They maintain
now that anything above a depth of water 4 feet below mean low-water-mark is not a natural oyster-bed;
I think all these oysters have been grown by nature, and why they arc not considered a natural oysterbed I do not know.
258. Ho you know anything about the surveying of these foreshores ? I do not think any have heen
surveyed at all, not even those that have been applied for.
f
259.
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259. Then lliia Act lias failed completely in assisting tlic cultivation of oysters ? Yes, in every respect.
Jdr260. The whole of that portion of the Act wants revision? Yes.
Emerson,
261. Mr. CWy/ir.] There is no difficulty in obtaining spat, is there ? None whatever ; you can get tons
and tons of it even at Middle Harbour ; and the reason it never conies to anything is that it is a long
°
time exposed to tho sun, and that in such places as Middle Harbour the water is so salt and rank that the
young oysters never get beyond a. certain size ; hut move them into mild water, and in the course of a
few years they become just the same as the oysters in the natural beds where they are put.
262. Mr. Grifl//7/s.] Where do you get your supply of oysters from that you use in your business? I
am getting some now from Twofold Bay, and I also get some from TYalagut Lake and from Bermagui ;
but for a long time I have had to a great extent to depend upon what I get from Queensland.
263. TVhs it not partly in consequence of this Act that all the artificial beds in Georgejs Eiver were given
up? TVe gave them up because the old leases that were given wore never valid, and we never knew hut
what other people could come and work upon the ground that wc were paying for—if they took out a
license.
2GT. Then this Act has been a great detriment to those who had artificial banks of oysters? A great
detriment to them ; it gives them no chance of forming artificial beds.
265. Mr. Holt and yourself had claires on George's Eiver, but this Act coming into force induced you
both to stop your business as oyster cultivators ? Yes. There is another thing that I suggested, but it
was never taken notice of r I mean in regard to lobsters or cray-fish. You may have noticed that fre
quently under the tail of the she lobster there is one mass of spawn ; I suggested to Mr. Oliver that that
should be included in the Act—that they should not be allowed to he caught during the time they were
in spawn, or limt if caught they should be immediately put back into the water. There would be no diffi
culty about putting them back, because after a lobster is caught it will live two or three days.
266. C/tatrman.] Is there any other suggestion you would like to make to the Committee ? There is one
suggestion I should like to make with regard to the leasing of oyster-beds, that tbc r should make the
leases sufficiently long to repay lessees for their outlay, so that tho‘best results might be obtained. And
the regulations should he stringent. So far as the foreshore is concerned, I am certainly of opinion that
any one who owns the ground abutting on tho foreshore should have the preference of taking it up front
ing his ground if he choses to do it, under the same regulations as any one else.
267. Mr. Jbyail.] Are. the Northern oyster-beds at Newcastle, Port Stephens, Lake Macquarie, the
Manning, and the Hastings, under lease? The Manning Eiver is closed ; that is, not under lease ; Port
Macquarie is not under lease ; the Bellinger is not under lease ; Nambuccra and the Tweed are not under
lease; Cape Hawke is under lease, .1. think, till September, and Port Stephens till April,
268. Are these leases under the Act of 1SS1 ? No, under the Act of 1861. They are allowed to work
them, although it is doubtful whether any of them are valid, or whether the new Act of 18S1 gives the
Commissioners power to make the existing leases valid till they run out,
269. The extent of the leases was ten years, was it not ? Yes. 1 can give you the names of all the rivers
that are under lease at the present time: Camden Haven expires on the 1st May; Cape Hawke, 1st Sep- ■
tember; Port Stephens, 1st May; Broken Bay, 1st October; Shoalhaven, 1st September; Clyde Eiver, 1st
September ; and Tuross Eiver, 1st March, 1884. These arc all the leases in existence now.
270. "What term of lease would you advocate as being sufficient? Not less than fifteen years.
271. How would you offer these leases—by tender or by auction? I think they should go by tender. I
think the persons who might have the opening of the tenders should take into consideration who they
thought would work them best.
'
272. Would you do away with indiscriminate licenses ? Yes.
273. You think the G-overmnent should hold one lessee responsible for the proper working of one lake or
river? Yes, under strict supervision, .1 think persons engaged in the trade should have the preference—
or auy one that understood the trade.
274. You think that system would promote a better supply without in any way decreasing the revenue ?
T es.I am satisfied it would be better, and would save all complaints. It is necessary fhere should be at the
head of the Department some one who knows what are the requirements of the business. At present,
through want of system, we sometimes do not get half the supply we want; at other times the oysters
come in in gluts and half of them are destroyed.
3

1

Mr. John Longford, called in and examined :—,
275. C/^tnnnn.] "What are you ? A "Warder in Darlinghurst Gaol at present.
Mr.
276. You have not been long from Yictoria ? Not long.
J. LongforEl.
277. You were a careful observer, 1 believe, of the working of the Fisheries Act in Victoria ? I was an
1 nspector of 1 isheries under the Act for nearly four years.
28 Feb., 1883.
278. Have you gone carefully through the Act in force here ? Not very carefullv, but I have noticed one
or two little tilings in it.
279. Did the Act in force in Victoria work well ? We had great difficulty with it at first. We had io
get thorough practical knowledge with the fishermen before we could introduce anything that would
protect the fish and serve the men as well; they held so many different opinions.
280. Was there much difficully in administering the Act after it came into force ? No, not much.
2S1. Did it operate harshly on the fishermen? No.
'
282. Did it improve the supply of fish ? It did.
283. Has it given general satisfaction ? Yes. "We had to amend the Act after we got thorough know
ledge of its working.
°
284. Can you tell the Committee the size of garfish that were allowed to be sold—or was there any restric
tion as to the sizo of garfish ? Garfish was limited to a quarter of an ounce.
“
285. What was the size of whiting fixed by law ? 3 ounces.
2S6. Black bream ? 4 ounces.
287. Sclmapper ? 12 ounces.
283. Bed bream ? "Wc have not the red bream there. "We have what you tall in this Colony black
bream ; wc call it the common bream there.
289. Did you look upon the red bream as the young of the schnapper? That was my opinion,
.
290. '
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J'Lon^f rl 290. AVcrc red bream excluded from the Act ? They were not mentioned in the ict. AVc hud black
•• agorc. ]jream arl^ sj]ver bream. In reference to garfish, we found it: was of no use fixing the size, for once
0
t*10Jr Sot ’uto ^1C ^un(; ^ie ,let> or f°ucbed it at all, or if they got hurt iu any way. they were killed.
-SieO., 1SS3. rjih0 Chief Inspector, therefore, came to the conclusion that the public might as well have the benefit of
the fish as let them rot on the different fishing grounds; so the size was made a quarter of au ounce ; I
think it was 2 ounces before that.
2S)1. Mr. Griffi1hs.~\ 'Was there power given to any one to do that? Yes, it was done by proclamation.
There is power to alter the legal weights of fish in Yictoria by regulation.
292. Chairman ] How many inspectors were there? Only four of us. The Chief Harbour-Master held
the position of Chief Inspector of Fisheries ; there tvere no Commissioners at all. The Chief Inspector
had four assistant inspectors under him, who were allotted certain districts, to look after the fishing, and
to suggest anything that would protect the fish.
293. When the fishermen infringed the Act in what way were they dealt with ? That was according to
how they infringed it. If they had small fish to the extent of one in twenty-five we seized them, either
from the fishermen who had them in his boat, or from the hawker or fish salesman who might have them
in his possession.
291, What was the punishment? A fine of from £2 to £10,1 think.
295. Were the nets seized for any offence? Ho, except when they were caught using them in illegal
waters.
296. Who had the power to seize ? The fish inspectors.
297. In all cases of breaking tbe law they were fined ? Yes.
298. Supposing the mesh of a net was illegal, how was that dealt with? There was no law relating to
that. From my experience I would not make a law to regulate the mesh of any net; I do not see how
you can do it; it will not suit everybody.
299. Do you think that if inspectors arc appointed to see that only fish of proper size arc sold, there
would be no necessity to legislate about the mesh of the net ? Ho, there would not. I had charge of
the Gippsland Lakes, which are salt in summer and nearly fresh in winter----300. Mr. Griffii/i.i.] Are they open to the sea ? Yes, there is an opening very similar to Lake Macquarie.
I was called upon to report on a proposal to abolish the use of the seine net. I will read you my report.
(The witness read report referred to.) In the Act here I see that you close certain waters iu tho winter
time. That is a most ridiculous thing. If you want to close waters it should be in tbe summer-time,
when the fish are spawning. In the summer-time, in the .Gippsland Lakes, you can see the mullet
waddling about near the shore, waiting to spawn, and the consequence ia that the fishermen glut the
market, and destroy the fish when they are full of roe.
30L. Chairman.} When is a fish in the best condition ? When it is full of roe.
302. Is it not a well known fact that in the herring fisheries in Great Britain the fish are alwavs taken in
full roe? Yes.
’
303. Why, then, if nature has provided the fish in good condition, should not the people be allowed to
eatcli them ? That is a very good argument of course, but you would destroy the fisheries if you
continued to follow it.
301. Which do you think destroys most fish, birds and fisb that prey upon them, or the fisherman who
trys to supply himself and other with food ? The birds and fish.
305. Then by preventing the fishermen catching the fish when in good condition you actually give the fish
to the birds and sharks ? Ho, I would not do that; I would not stop the fishermen from catching
fish altogether, hut I would close certain places at certain times. The fish go to certain places to spawn,
and if disturbed they will not go again.
306. Was not a reward given for sharks iu Yictoria ? Yes.
307. How did it work? I believe the Government were pretty well swindled. They brought in a lot of
dogfish, and the Government paid for them instead of sharks.
308. That was owing to having ignorant people to manage the matter, I suppose ? Yes. You were
speaking of roe just now. Hero is a form that was served out to us, and we had to supply the informa
tion mentioned here every month to the Chief Inspector. (The witness read the form referred to.)
309. Was the Fish Market in Melbourne well supplied when you were in Yictoria? Yes; when the
Gippsland Lakes were opened there was a great supply. This is another kiud of form we used in Yictoria.
(Produced.)

310. Mr. Griffithsi\ Are fisli more plentiful in Melbourne than in Sydney ? I think, since the opening
of the Gippsland Lakes they have been, but before that they were not.
311. Where were they supplied from before ? From the neighbourhood of Port Phillip Heads and from
Geelong and Schnapper Point.
312. Were any fish brought in from Tasmania ? Very few.
313. Whereabouts arc the flounders sold in Melbourne caught ? At Geelong.
314. Off the flats ? Yes.
315. Chairman.} By trawling ? Yes.
316. Mr. Griffiths.) Were you aware of any fish company having heen formed for trawling purposes out
side Port Phillip Heads ? I did hear of it; I believe it was not a success.
317. On the north side of the heads arc there not Chinamen settled? Yes ; and very destructive fisher
men they are ; they take all the small fish, dry them, and make them into a sort of powder.
318. Chairman.) Have you seen the schedule of the sizes of fish in our Act? Yes.
319. Have you compared them with the Yictorian sizes ? 1 have. Ours (the Victorian) are much
smaller. The idea was to let the public get the benefit of the fish rather than let them lie on the beach
to rot. Ho matter what net you have, such fish as garfish, mullet, and whiting will be killed if they get
entangled in the bunt of the net; they will not stand handling. The main thing to do is to find out the
places where fish spawn and close them in summer. I found in Yictoria that the best way was not to
interfere with the nets at all, but to close certain waters.
320. Chairman.) And inspect the size of the fish ? Yes, that is the most important.
321. Mr, Abigail.) Did I understand you to say that you had difficulty in arriving at what would please
the fishermen ? Yes, they were very hard to please ; some wanted one thing, some another.
322. What was the difficulty with them ? They did not want to be interfered with at all.
323. Mr. Griffiths.} Was there no restriction as to the size of mesh or length of nets iu Victoria ? Ho,
no restriction at all.
324.
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Mr.
324. Mr. Abigail.'] Fishermen like to cany on their operations without any restriction at all ? Ye$j they
J. Longford,
like to go and work a fishing-ground right out.
325. lou have no doubt that nets were not [confiscated in Yictoria for any infringement of the Act?
According to the Yictorian Act nets -wore liable to confiscation if found in reserved waters, but in some 28 Feb.,1883.
instances, and under extenuating circumstances, they were returned to the owner.
326. Qkairmani] Was there any license to pay for boats ? 'So.
327. Or for oyster-shops, or fish-shops ? No.
328. Mr. Abigail.] Was there any royalty ? No.
323. Mr. Olliffe.] When were you in Yictoria ? In 1878.
1883.
.
Mb. ABIG AIL,
Mb. OLLIFFE,
Mb. (GRIFFITHS,
Mb. YOUNG.
A. R. FREMLIN, Esq., in the Chair.
Mr, Peter James called in and examined:—■
330. Chairman.] What are you? A lessee of oyster-beds.
331. Where situate ? At the Clarence River and Port Stephens.
Mr. P. James.
332. Have you heen many years a lessee of oyster-beds ? About eleven.
333 Then you are fully aware of all prior Acts as well as the existing one? Yes, I am pretty well aware 7
1883‘
of them.
J
334. Have you any complaints to make against the working of the existing Act in connection with oysters?
I certainly think it is a very curious Act to work; it is almost unworkable altogether would be my opinion.
As to complaints we have no complaint to make as lessees.
335. When does yonr lease expire ? At the end of April.
336. Have you made any application for a renewal of your lease ? No, we cannot get a renewal.
337. What steps do you intend to take to procure oysters after the expiration of your lease ? If this A.ct
continues in force I intend to give up the trade altogether; it will not be worth while to carry it on.
338. Why ? For the simple reason that the men who get the oysters under license will have the best of
it; we have had to give them as high as 27s, 6d. a bag for oysters.
339. If you had the security of a lease you would work by paid labour? Certainly we would, and work
the beds to a great deal better advantage too. If the first Act had been amended in some of its provisions it
would have been the best Act you could have got; that is my view of it. We have been most wonderfully
declaimed against for destroying the oyster-beds, but though it may have taken us seven or eight years to
partly damage them, the men licensed by the Government would destroy them altogether in six months.
340. I suppose during the tenure of your lease you have always replaced the oysters you have taken away
with seed oysters or spat ? _ No, it would not do for a man that has only a ten years lease to attempt to
cultivate oysters; the time is too short. If you get spat, it will take four years from the time you lay
them down before you get any return at all, and what time have you left for profit.
341. If you had a lease with right of renewal would you be satisfied ? Yes. F'or myself I do not care
about it, hut I think it would be the best for the country to give a man a whole river. If a man had a
.
lease of a whole river he could always improve it; and when it was improved the Government and the
lessee should participate in the benefit.
342. In what way ivould the Government participate? At the end of tho lease the improvement the
lessee had made in the oyster-beds should be valued and the Government should get more rent.
343. The rental should he increased at the end of the first term ? Yes; the lessee should get his portion
of the benefit by having his term extended, and the Government would be benefited by getting an
increased rent. I believe by such a system the beds could be improved to a wonderful extent.
344. Mr. Griffiths?! Would you give to one person a lease of a whole river like the Manning, for
instance? Yes, that is my opinion ; one man should have the whole river.
*
345. You know that the Act provides for the leasing of certain areas of foreshores ? The fore-shores
are of no use at all. We do not want foreshore oysters; they are simply useless when we can get
dredged oysters. If tho trade can get dredged oysters they will not have foreshore oysters at all.
346. Would you have the whole of the Clarence River leased to one person? Decidedly I would. I
believe a man with a large stake in it would work it better than ten or twenty people would work it."
347. What sort of rent would the Government get for the lease of a river such as the Manning ? Wo
gave them £1,150 a year for it, but that was too much rent for it then.
348. When your lease expired it would not be likely anybody else would take it ? Yes, they could get a
good rent for it still,
J
6
349. Chairman.] Under the present Act ? No, they could not get any rent for it under tho present Act.
I reckon the present Act is unworkable. The Government had fifty-five licensed boats on the Manning
River, but we as lessees never had more than twelve. If we could not work more than twelve, how is it
possible for it to last with fifty-five? That is tho fault of the Act—that it gives licenses to any number
of men.
J
350. Mr. Griffiths?] Then it is open dredging on the Manning at present? It was open dredging by
license, and the Government issued licenses to fifty-five boats at one time for a river that wo as lessees
could never work more than twelve boats on.
351. Chairman?] Then it is worked completely out, or will be ? It is stopped altogether now.
352. Can you tell us how oyster-beds are leased in England ? No, I do not know much about them. I
believe the Frith of Forth is leased to one man, but it is not held from the Government at all hut from
ihe Uuke of Bucclcuch, I think. One man has the lease of that, and siuce he got it a great deal more
oysters are obtained than before.
‘
353. Indiscriminate dredging is not allowed in England ? No; most of them are private beds.
354. Mr. Abigail?] What makes the difference between dredging and foreshore oysters ? The foreshore
oysters are harder to open for one thing, and they are generally very small.
355. Is there any difficulty in procuring them ? No. In Melbourne they will not have them at all; they
call them steel-backs, because they are so hard to open.
WUBMUSJDAT, 1 MARCH,
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Mr, P. .Tame?. goG. Do 1 understand you to mean that only one man should get the right from the Government to work
a whole river, and that he should be responsible for its being worked properly ? Yes; the lessee ought to
filar.,1883. have the whole working of one river ; the Government should lease the whole river to one party. Tbe
first Act simply wanted amending in some of its provisions. For instance, they could have put the ring on
the oysters to measure them, not to let a lessee get exactly what he chose.
357. Would the river being leased to one man benefit the public, or the Government, or the lessee P It
would benefit all parties.
358. A long lease? Yes, with a right of renewal so as to encourage improvement.
359. The lessee should be compelled to return to the beds all oysters that were below a certain sixe ? If
he had a long lease he would be sure to do that for his own sake. It would not be to the lessee’s advan
tage to take anything that was not thoroughly fit for market. It would be a very unwise lessee that
would take an oyster not fit for market.
360. Mr. Fowny.J Has it not been stated that some lessees have worked the beds and tten thrown them
up and paid no more rent? That has arisen a good deal from such reports as Mr. Langham’s. The
lessees have been hunted down as if they were complete robbers.
3G1. Was it not the fact that the lessees in some rivers stripped the beds and then gave up their leases ?
Some did ; but many lost by their leases. For instance, we paid the Government between £2,000 or £3,000
for Port Macquarie and all we got off it was 2,800 bags of oysters. Wc had no certainty that wc could
hold the lease, for every one that came to Ihe office to inquire was told that, and by a man that should
have known better, that we had no power to hold the oysters, and thatany one could go and get them. Was it
_
possible then that we could go and lay money out on tbe beds or do anything when they were not paying
us. It was the fault of the Act that it did not make better provision.
’
.
362. In your opinion we should return to the same system of leasing again ? Yes.
368. About the foreshore leases-----? .Foreshore leases are good for nothing at all in 99 cases
out of every 100, for we do not care about the foreshore oysters; wc cannot grow them to any benefit.
Port Stephens grows an immense quantify of foreshore ovsters.
364). Are not the oysters that Mr. Holt grows at Botany foreshore oysters ? How many has he got out of
the immense quantity he has laid down ?
365. Wc know there is a great deal of oyster cultivation going on in France otj the foreshores ? Yes, no
doubt; but there the tide rises higher than it does hero. At Mr. Holt’s, when they let the water on it
boiled them, and when they let the water go the sun roasted them.
366. It is jmur opinion, then, that the cultivation of oysters on the foreshores is impracticable ? Yes; it
would not answer at all. We put down some oysters at Balmain, when we wanted to keep them for
awhile, and when we went to get them three-fourths of them were dead.
367. Mr. Olliffe..'] You suggest that the lessee of an oyster-bed should have the right of renewal on con
dition that the Government should get an increased rental as the bed increased in value ? Yes. Of
course, if the lessee improved the bed he should be entitled to a renewal of his lease, at an advanced rent.
368. How would the Government know what improvement had taken place ? They could prove that by
the quantity of oysters the lessee was getting.
369. What improvements do you refer to ? The improvement in the quantity of oysters—increasing the
stock. The improvement would be shown by the quantity he could get out of the riv'er. If he got 100
bags a week when be first took up the lease, and increased it afterwards su that he could get 200 bags,
that would be an improvement that should entitle him to a renewal of his lease.
370. How could be increase the supply? By careful dredging, returning small oysters to the bed, and
putting down seed or spat; also by taking the mangroves and laying them down on the ground, so that
the oysters would grow belter. There is plenty of ground at Port Stephens where you could lay oysters
down on ground that we know will grow good oysters. In a few years Port Stephens could be made to
produce four times as many good oysters as it does now. If you let these licenses for dredging go on
they will clear out the Clarence in three months. I am only working one river now, and after my lease
is up, if you let the licensed dredging go on, it will be cleaned out in three months. I have had it eleven
years now nearly.
„
371. Chairman.] And it is iu no worse condition? I do not think it is any better ; I think it is a little
worse. The lake oysters have a sort of fungus growing over them, which has killed many of them. J
attribute that to the long time we have had dry weather, and there being nothing but salt water for them
to lie in ; but when the fresh water comes a-giin I believe the oysters will grow all right.
372. Mr. Olliffe^] What is the extent of the Clarence Itiver oyster-beds? There are oysters from the
mouth of the Clarence for 5 or G miles up, a patch here and a patch there.
373. Suppose such a river as this were leased to one individual, would not that have a tendency to increase
the price of oysters on account of the monopoly ? Still they would grow the oysters better and increase
the quantity. It might be a monopoly, but it would be a monopoly that would bring down the price by
increasing the supply.
"
374. Then you believe that if each of these rivers were leased to one individual that individual would go
on cultivating the oysters and increasing the present stock ? Yes. I would give £500 a year for Port
Stephens myself, and take it on a lease, I should say for twenty years, with right of renewal. If you do
not. give a long lease and the right of renewal, the lessee would naturally take all tho oysters out of the
bed at the end of his time ; you could not expect anything else.
375. You think the inducement of a long lease would prevent such an evil occurring ? Yes. I know it
would make me lay money out: I would Jay out thousands of pounds in some places if I had a long lease
with the right of renewal, but if I had not I would not do it. A lease of ten years is not sufficient; it
would take four years to make the bed, and then one-half of them would die, and they would only increase
for the next four years ; then I have only got two years to work my money out.
3/6. You spoke ot using a ring—if the beds were leased in the way you suggest, would you still have the
use of the ring? I would, and I would enlarge it for some of the rivers; I would enlarge it for the
Manning to 2 inches.
377. Why ? Because there is a larger sort of oysters there.
•
37S. kVhat should be the size for the other rivers? An inch and three quarter's would be quite lar^e
enough for the Clarence. The different sizes should be fixed from experience.
°
379. Do you believe Mr. Langham's suggestions to the Government have had a beneficial effect, or the
opposite ? Quite the opposite. In one part of his report he says he would not know where to get ten
bags of good oysters in the country.
■
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380. Is sucli a statement justifiable? Iso.
381. Is he an inspector now ? No. Ho was the first inspector under the old Act.
382. Then you think Inspector Laugh am has afforded information to the Government not in keeping with ^
the truth ? Tes, that is my opinion.
383. Bo you know whether the information so obtained by the Government had any effect upon the
framing of the present unworkable Act, as you call it? I believe it had; I believe Mr, Laugbam’s
reports were the sole cause of this new Act.
381. You believe this unworkable Act came into eiistencc in consequence of the reports of Air. Langham ?
Yes.
385. Is he in the service at present ? No ; Air. Quinan is the head inspector now.
386. Bo 3rou know whether there are any individuals occupying similar positions now who are fit to afford
the Government any information in framing the new Act ? I do not know about Air. Quinan ; be is a
sensible man, I believe, but as to the rest of them I doubt whether they could give much assistance. I do
not know if Mr. Quinan has had much practical experience.
387. Chairman.'] Are you acquainted with the working of the Fisheries Act so far as it relates to fishing
with nets or lines ? No, not much—I knew something of fishing at home.
388. Can you tell us whether there is any limit as to the size of nets or mesh used for the herring fish
eries at home? None whatever. To legislate for sea-fishing would he simply preposterous, for the
simple reason that if you did not take the herrings when they were spawning you would not get them at all.
They come in to spawn and that is the only chance to catch them. After that you see them no more.
383. In spite of all the fishing there is no decrease in their numbers? No, not as a rule. In some
seasons they are not so plentiful as in others. In Solway Firth the herrings went out of it for thirty ■
years and never came back till five or six years from the time I left England about thirty years ago or a
little longer. They came hack then, and have stayed up to the present lime.
300. Upon the average there is no decrease in the supply of herrings ? None at all. There is no place
that I know of, except Solway Firth, where you get all spent fish ; in Solway Firth you got them always
spent fish—no full fish, except an odd one.
301. You have had no experience of New South AYalcs fishing ? No ; hut to legislate for fish that come
in from the sea and go away again is simply preposterous, because they merely come in to spawn, and if
they are not taken then they cannot he taken at all. Fish are not as good after they are spent as when
they are full of roe.
302. You think no restriction should he placed on fishing for sea fish ? No ; nor licensing either. A
license fee is simply a tax upon a poor man trying to get his living. It prevents many a poor man from
getting a living.
303. Mr. Young] And in your opinion docs no good ? No good that 1 can see.

Air. John ATHugh called in and examined :—
391. "What are you ? A fisherman.
Mr.
395. AVhere are you fishing ? I have been fishing in Sydney Harbour last'.
J. M'Hugli.
396. Where arc you fishing now ? I was going away last night.
397. How long have you been fishing? About fifteen years.
£ Mar., 1883.
398. AVhat kind of fishing? Net-fishiug.
399. "Were you fishing outside or in the harbours mostly ? In the harbour.
400. "What kind of fish do you generally take? All sorts.
401. "When you were working under the old Act were you successful? Yes.
402. And how do you manage now under the present Act? "We arc under great difficulties.
403. Cau you point out to the Committee where the difficulties lie ? "We must not have a mesh of less
than 3 inches in the wings of the net, but if you fan it once or twice it comes down below 3 inches, and
then you have to throw it away before it is half worn out.
404. Or it is liable to forfeiture? Yes.
405. The same thing affects the bunt as well ? Yes, it must not be less than 21 inches.
406. Have you had any nets forfeited? Only this one. {Produced.) It got to be a little below 2 f inches,
and the inspector told me that if I used it it would he forfeited.
'
407. "What did that net cost you? About £6 ; this is the hunt only.
408. You have been afraid to use it in consequence of the warning you received from the inspector?
Yes.
409. How long was it in use ? About twelve months.
410. And then it became illegal from shrinking ? Yes.
411. "Will you he good enough to show the Committee how it has become unfit for use ? {The witness
explained hj measuring the meshes of the net.)
412. "What size was that net originally ? It was 21 inches originally.
413. And what has it shrunk down to ? To a little less than 2f inches—about 21, or a sixteenth more.
414. Mr. Young.] Is the not worn out ? It is about half worn out; it would last another twelve months.
415. Chairman.] What kind of fish have you been catching lately? Mullet, black fish, bream, whiting.
416. Have you caught any garfish lately ? No.
417. If you had the chance would you be able to do so P There are plenty about, hut with the present
size of the garfish net wo cannot catch them.
418. How7 small would you like to see garfish sold P I never weighed them. I think a net an inch and
a quarter when new, and allowed to shrink down to an inch would he a fair thing for garfish.
419. When you are drawing in a shoal of gar-fish, after you have shot the not round them, do they get
entangled in the weeds and the net and die ? Yes.
420. So that the small ones cannot he saved alive ? No.
421. Will whiting die in the same way ? Not so easy as gar-fish.
422. Garfish are easily killed by coming into contact with any substance ? Yes.
423. Arc yon satisfied with the present sizes offish inthe schedule, or not? The garfish are rather
heavy.
424. ' Are the whiting too heavy ? No, I think the weight for whiting is very fair.
425. Has the operation of the Act caused any loss to you ? Yes, it has in Sydney.
426.
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426. 'Where are you fishing now ? I was going away to the Clarence River last night, but Mr. Evans
called me to come up here ; I will not he able to go now till Saturday night.
427. Are you going to remain there P Tes, for the winter months.
428. How will you get your fish to Sydney ? On the steamers.
429. Will yon succeed in getting them in fresh ? Tes, unless the steamer meets with bad weather.
430. Mr. Olliffc.] Suppose you do not take the garfish now in the harbour, what becomes of them? I
believe the sea-fish will go away.
431. And if you do not get them now you will not get them at all ? Not till next year.
432. Mullet the same ? Tes.
433. And whiting? lu summer-time we get most of the whiting.
434. Tou say that if garfish arc struck by the net, weed, or any substance, they are liable to die? Tes ;
I have been used to catching garfish on the coast, and they are a very delicate fish.
435. Do you know whether they suffer from the attacks of many enemies besides the'fishermen ? Tes,
birds and sharks.
436. To a great extent ? Tes, I have seen the birds taking a great many.
437. If the garfish are not caught now you lose them altogether ? Lose them till next season.
■
438. Do you think the same fish come back again ? I conld not say.
439. Chairman.] When working under the old Act were you careful about the destruction of small fish?
We always turned them adrift again, but at times we could not help destroying them ; they get in amongst
the large fish, and the large fish rushing about would kill them; they would also get in the bunt of the
net.

Chen Ah Teak called in and examined:—
440. Chairman.') What are you? A Chinese merchant, in Sydney.
Chen
Ah Teak,
441. Are you engaged in fishing ? No; I have some of my men drying fish; bought fish from fishermen;
I cure fish—dry them.
7 Mar., 1883.442. Dave you men catching fish? Not my men catching; buy from European, so much a bushel; dry
fish and send them out of the country.
443. What kind of fish do you get mostly for drying? Schnapper, black bream, white bream, mullet,
taylor, and all kinds of fish.
444. Where are your men chiefly employed drying fish ? Before this Act they were employed at Port
Stephens, Lake Macquarie, Broken Bay a long time, Jervis Bay.
445. Have you many men employed now ? No; now all fishermen say, “Net too big—fish all run away—
can’t catch them—can’t get much fish now.” ■
446. How many men had you employed before the present Act came into force ? About 200 men.
447. How many now? Not many now ; very few.
448. Supposing the Act was altered as it was before, -would you employ the same number of men as yon
used to ? Tes; catch what we like one time ; Government will not allow that now—only certain sizes.
449. Have you lost any nets ? No; we buy from European ; some of them lost their nets.
450. Do not the Europeans catch any fish now to supply you ? Very little now; not many fishermen
now, very few.
451. How many tons of fish used you to cure in a year ? Two hundred, sometimes three hundred, tons
of fish.
452. How many this last year ? Very few; only a few fish. Do not send men for so few fish; cost loo
much. Only at Lake Macquarie very little; none at Port Stephens.
453. Before, at Port Stephens, you had a great many men ? Yes, 100 men every time before.
454. All your countrymen ? My countrymen and Europeans. European catch big fish ; my countrymen
catch some small ones.
Mr. James Gascoigne called in and examined:—
Mr, J.
455. What are you ? A fishermau.
Gascoigne. 456. Where are you employed? On the Parramatta River.
457. How long have you been fishing ? About twenty-eight years,
/ Mar,, 1883. 453, Any one working with you ? Not just now; one of my sons went away to Grafton, and another is
working for himself. I am not fishing just now, but I have a license all the same.
459. What made your son leave you ? Because we could not work under the Act; we could not catch
fish according to the Act.
460. What fish do you catch chiefly iu the Parramatta River ? Principally mullet,
461. Hoes the size of the fish specified in the Act affect the mullet ? If we catch them under the size we
cannot sell them.
462. Do you think the sizes are too small ? No. I defy any one to work under the Act.
463. Have you had any fish seized ? No, I never had any fish seized, but I have had my net seized.
464. How many ? Oidy one. I had my net seized when I was not fishing at all, and had not been for a
long time; I had not had it in the water for three months.
465. Who seized it? Inspector Quinan.
466. On what grounds? He pulled the wing down and said it was not long enough. That was a net I
had been using under the old Act. He said it was illegal because the wing was not long enough. I
considered it was quite a legal net under the old Act, and then he said the bunt was too long.
I
do not believe it was. He then looked over another part and said the mesh wa-s too small.
467. What was the value of the net when it was seized ? It was worth £30.
468. What became of it ? It was burnt in the Garden Palace.
469. Are you fishing at all now? No, I cannot fish till there is some alteration in the Act. I paid
£2 10s. for a license a little while ago, and I have not caught a fish since.
470. If the present Act were amended so as to assimilate it to the old Act, you would go on fishing ?
Tes; the old Act was not quite what it should be; we could .scarcely work under that; but under the
present Act I defy any man to keep his net to a certain size of mesh ; it is impossible.
471.
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471. Do you think that if fish below a certain size were not allowed to be sold, and an inspector appointed
to examine the fish brought to market, there would be no need to legislate for the mesh of the net at all ?
I should like to see any man make his mesh as he liked. Stalling is always complained of; I think if the
net was limited to 300 yards in length that would prerent stalling. Another thing was that many people
would go out fishing now and then, and anything they caught, small fish and all, they would take to
market; a license would prevent that. If the gar-fisli bunt was limited to something Hke 100 yards, I think
that -would be all that is necessary.
472. Are fish scarce now ? There are as many mullet and bream as I have ever seen since I have been
fishing. One most ridiculous thing in the Act is that a man is only allowed to use 30 yards of net to
catch jjrawns, and then he has to riddle them ; how that is to be done I don’t know, for a man has always to
handle them as carefully as he can to keep them from getting knocked to pieces. I consider that the
prawns I used to catch were worth £100 a year to me, but now we cannot catch them with a net of
30 yards.
473. How long would you like a prawn-net to be ? The same net as for gar-fish, but GO, 70, or SO yards
would be sufficient; some men would want more.
474. If you riddle prawns after they are caught it kills them ? Tes ; it is impossible to do it. They get
mixed up with the weeds and blubber and all sorts of things. It would kill them to try and riddle them,
and then you could not do it. Last year we earned £100 by prawns alone; now we cannot get any. If
they are not caught I believe they go away and die.
475. Have you ever riddled prawns ? Ho ; 1 never knew it to he done.
476. If you attempted to do it would not the legs and antennro all get mixed up into a mass by ibcir
clinging to one another P Tes. It would break them all up, so that they would not be good for anything.
It amused me when I saw that in the Act about riddling prawns.
477. Mr. Ollijfe] Tou say there is a large supply of fish in the river at present? Tes, I am positive
there are as many mullet in the river now as there were twenty-seven or twenty-eight years ago.
47S. Mr. Yoang^\ In your opinion is it of any use to prevent the catching of small sea-fish. If you do
not take them now are they likely to come back again next year ? Wo do not want to catch what is not
saleable.
,
479. Are these same fish likely to come bade next year? I could not say. I have not muck to do with
sea-mullct; they do not come up our way much.
’
480. Do you think it is of any use preventing the catching of small prawns? I have always had an idea
that prawns are like locusts—if you do not catch them they die ?
481. If you put them back as too small the chances are you never sec them again ? Tes, that is my idea;
those that belong to one year, if you do not catch them you never get the chance again. I do not believe
you would catch the same prawns next year if you let them go.
482. Mr. Abigail.'] Do I understand that you are against any restriction being placed on fishermen? I
would limit the length of the net to prevent stalling ; and the length of the gar-fish bunt; and every boat
that used a net should pay a license.
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Mr. Thomas Gascoigne called in and examined:—
453. Chairman,^] Tou are the son of Mr. James Gascoigne who has just given evidence? Tes.
454. Do you know anything about sea fishing ? Ho, all river fishing.
T. Gascoigne,
485. How long have you been fishing with your father? I suppose ever since I could fish.
48G. How many years ? About twelve years.
7 Msr., 1883.
487. Are you fisning with him now ? Ho.
488. For what reason ? Because I could not get a living at home; there were too many of us, three of
my brothers and my father ; so we had to divide into two parties ; my other brother stopped at home.
489. Tou used to get a living at one time ? Tes, until the new Act came into force.
490. Are you sure whether it is the fault of the law, or whether it is the fish that have gone away? I am
sure it is the law.
491. What is the principal objection ? The size of Inullet and gar-fish; mullet is too large—12 ounces;
we very seldom get them on the Parramatta Biver.
492. If gar-fish were allowed to be sold smaller and mullet smaller, could you get a living ? Tes.
493. Mr. Griffiths.] What are you doing now ? I am fishing still, but I can bardly get a living and keep
out of debt, for they took our nets from us.
494. Where? At Kydc,
495. Chairman] "Who seized them ? Inspector Quinan.
496. Why? He seized one because it was a little bit too short in the wings.
497. Did ho say he seized it on that ground? Tes. The same net he had passed a few weeks before,
except that it had not been exactly fixed up the same way; I had altered it a little, and pint some smaller
stuff in the bunt, but it was correct as to size.
'
498. The length of the bunt was not exactly legal ? Ho, it was a little bit too long.
499. Mr. Griffiths] Did he mark your net when he first inspected it? Ho. I bought some new net 2^inches in the bunt and 3 inches in the wings, and put in the old stuff that he said was right, but I did not
put in hardly enough. He came one night at 12 o'clock and seized that net, which I valued at £30, and
took about £3 worth of fish out of my boat, all good saleable mullet; there might have been a few that
were under size ; he took them away and I was fined £2 and costs. He swore in Court that I had six
bushels in my boat and not a marketable fish in it. I was afterwards going through the town and I met
another inspector, and asked him how many fish he took out of my boat; he said about two baskets ; I
said that is w'hat Mr. Quinan calls six bushels ; he laughed and walked on. Another time he took another
net, which I valued at £30, the last one they got, which I had for catching prawns. I had got some stuff
for a prawn net, an inch and a quarter, and I had three of them tied together. 30 yards is no use for
catching prawns. \V"c had about £2 worth of fish that day, and they took a few of them. My brother
and myself were summoned and fined £2 each, £5 17s. in all with costs.
500. Mr. Gi-iffilhs.] Did you put in any claim for compensation for those nets after they were burnt?
Ho.
501. Did you see the nets in the Exhibition building ? Tes.
158—C
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Mr, T.
502. "With the other nets there P Yes, a great quantity.
Gascoigne. 503, Mr. Abigail.] Did you ever make any protest to the Commissioners about the seizure of your nets ?
''
—' No. ,4 s we read the Law
and heard the law in Court_ 1 thought
it was _
no use wasting any more_ time
?M,r,18B3.al)outit
_
_
"
504. Mr. Young] Is if possible to prevent a net becoming illegal before it is worn out? No, it is not;
you cannot keep a net to the size. To keep a net legal you would have to lay it away before it was half
used, or not tan it at all, and then it would not last sis months ; the water would rot it. The net I am
using now had to be 3^- in the wings and
in the built to allow for shrinking.
505. Supposing the Act allowed you to use a smaller net would it be possible to return the small fish to
the water so as to save them ? No, it would not be much use : the knocking about and handling
generally kill them,
■
506. Does that apply to all kinds of fish ? Yes ; some are more delicate than others. If a garfish gets
fast, in the net he dies before you get him ashore, and so do taylor and travally; a mullet if not injured
will go away, but if he is fast in the net he is killed.
507. "When you used to fish with a smaller meshed net were many small fish destroyed ? No, we never
caught or killed as many small fish as we do now. "When the garfish were too small we never used to
catch them ; they would swim away or go round the wings without getting fast in the net; the mesh was
too small to let them get caught in it, and we could turn them out without hurting lliem.
50S. Then there is a positive advantage iu fishing with a small net according to your idea ? Yes.
509. The small fish were not so much hurt because they did not get meshed ? Just so. The nets they
allow us now will just catch the mullet they will not allow ns to sell ; the mesh is just big enough to let
them get fast, and if once they get their heads in they die.
510. Mr. OUiffe] Do you mean to say that tills net Mr. Quinan seized was the same net that he had
examined a few weeks before? Yes, I can swear it was,
511. Tou had done nothing to alter it? No.
512. He came and seized that net after passing it ? Twice.
513. After passing it twice, without giving any reason whatever ? Yes.
_
...
514. Had you been using it since ? No, not from the time be examined it till we used it this time ; we
had used it about three times I think.

Mr. Thomas Lambert called in and examined :—
Mr. T. 1 515, Ghairman.] "What are you? A fisherman.
|LambcrL. 51(5 "Where ? On the Parramatta River.
*---- - 517. How long have you been fishing there ? Between twrenty and thirty years.
7 Mar., 1888. gig. Are you still fishing ? A little, not much.
_
'
519. "Why not much ? I can scarcely earn a living at it now.
520. Have you always earned a living until lately ? Yes, until the new Act was passed. We cannot
catch the fish now.
521. What fish have you been in the habit of catching ? Of late years it used to be a great river for
garfish and bream, but they are all gone on account of the blubber destroying the sea-weed. There are
very few fish there now but mullet.
522. Thirty years ago was there no blubber? A little. There was any amount of seaweed and blubber;
the fish cannot feed where that is.
_
523. You say you cannot get a living now ;—is it from the scarcity of fish, or from what cause ? No, not
from scarcity offish; there are more fish in the Parramatta Biver now than I have seen for many years ;
they go through the net now, the mesh is too large.
524. Does that apply to all kinds of fish ? No, it will stop large fish.
_
525. "What, sized mesh would you recommend for nets of different kinds ? A meshing net should bo
3i inches diagonal.
526. "Will it always remain 3 £ inches ? No, every time it is tanned it gets a little smaller. It would
have to be made a trifle bigger to allow for that.
_
527. Do you think the legal sizes of fish as prescribed in the Act are too big ? It is a good sized fish that
wc catch now.
528. Do you think the legal size too large ? Yes, where we catch one we lose twenty with the nets we
are using.
_
,
529. What is your experience in catching fish, about the destruction of small ones ? With a 2J hunt
you cannot destroy many small fish ; the3r will all go through.
530. Are garfish easily destroyed ? The river garfish do not grow so largo ; we want a smaller mesh to
catch them.
531. Have you lost any nets ? Yes, a good £90 worth.
532. How long ago ? "inspector Quinan took from my boys last winter £40 ivorth of nets and £0 or £7
worth of fish ;°they were fined £20, and I paid £5 5s" for a lawyer, £2 ISs. for professional costs, and
16s. fid. each for Court costs.
_
533. On what ground did he seize the nets ? He said they were fishing in closed waters. He never saw
them catch a fish in closed waters; they were coming home and they went up Homebush Bay to get some
water, and he saw them coming out of the Bay and stuck out that they had caught the fish there.
534. Had they caught the fish there? No. they told me they did not catch any of them there. He
seized another net because the wings were the same size as the bunt-—because the wings were not 3
inches
_ , _
,
535. What became of those nets ? They were burnt in the Exhibition building.
536. Mr. Abigail ] At the time you speak of when Mr. Qninan charged your boys with having been fishing
in closed waters what evidence was produced ? He swore in the Water Police Court that be saw them
pulling something into the boat, and that it must he a net; the fact was they were standing up shoving
the boat along.
■537. How many were in the boat? Only two.
53S. Did they make any statement to the Court ? No, they were quite ignorant of such matters ; they
had never been in a Court before.
539. Did you not employ a lawyer? Yes, Mr, Levien; he charged me £5 5s.
540.
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540. "Where did they get the fish ? At the hack of Cockatoo Island, going up Iron Cove.
Mr. T.
541. What portion of the river was closed ? The other side of the Iron Bridge.
Lambert.
542. They were this side ? They were this side. They saw the inspector going up the Parramatta River
that day, and coming hack they met him going home.
' Jvtar-»1833543. Would you favour any restriction being placed on river fishing ? I would like to see the small fish
protected.
544. How protected ? Not to have too small a mesh; with a 2^ inch mesh all the small fish can go
through.
545. Would you favour closing the river during any portion of the year ? No, I am not in favour of it.
546. Chairman^ When do the fish spawn ? Pish are spawning every week in the year.
547. Where do they spawn generally—it is in quiet waters, is it not ? Everywhere ; all about the shallow
parts.
548. ILfr. jU/igaiK] Ho I understand your experience to be that the present Act has been oppressive hi
its character p Yes, it has been an injury to me.
549. Without being a benefit to the public? The public have to pay dearer for the fish, because the
fishermen cannot get the quantity they used to do.
550. It has restricted the supply and" made fish dearer ? Yes. This inspector.has got another net of
mine.
'
551. Chairman!^ What was that for ? He came up the Parramatta River when my chaps wore prawning,
and he took the prawn net because it was too long. According to the Act only 15 fathoms of net are
allowed for catching prawns ; 1 might as well have a pocket-handkerchief.
652. Have you ever riddled prawns ? No, nor ever heard talk of it till I saw it in the Act.
553. Mr. Griffiths.'] What was the length of the prawn net the inspector took from you ? About .100
yards.
554. What is allowed by the Act ? 15 fathoms—about 30 yards.
555. Chairman.] If you did attempt to riddle prawns what would he the effect on the prawns ? It would
knock them all to pieces; none of them would be any good.
55G. Mr. Toung.] In your opinion a prawn net should be allowed 100 yards? Yes, that is quite little
enough ; yon cannot enclose much ground with that.
557. Is it possible to prevent a net that is a legal mesh at one time becoming illegal ? No : it will run
up nith the tanning.
o58. A net that is perfectly legal to-day may after a month or two be illegal ? Yes ; after tanning a few
times,
559. Every time it is tanned the mesh gels smaller ? Yes.
560. Ihe consequence is that under the present Act the net becomes illegal and is seized ? Yes.
561. There is no way oi preventing that ? Only by making the mesh a good deal larger than the legal
size at first.
'
562. There is no means of preventing shrinking ? No.
o63. It has been stated here in evidence that there were fewer small fish destroyed before this Act came
into operation, because the^ small fish did not get entangled in the nets when the meshes were smaller.
Is that your experience ?^ les ; we could shoot them out of the net and let them go again,
564. W Inch in your opinion would best protect the small fish—a small mesh or a large mesh ? A small
mesh.
565. Yon think fewer small fish would be destroyed with a small mesh ? I think most small fish would
get away through a 21 inch mesh.
56(1 All the fish that are not legal—that are under size ? They would go through a 2-1--inch mesh.
Without injury ? Yes. You asked me about fish spawning ; yon can go on to the flats any day in
shallow water and see thousands of young fish an inch long ; fish are always spawning; I got spawn from
mullet three or four months ago, and 1 got some last week and the week before that again, and black bream
tbc same.
568. Chairman.] Hid you ever see any spawn in red-bream? No,

FRIDAY, 9 MARCH, 1883.
^CEStnt :—
Mr. GRIFFITHS,
Mr. OLLIFFE,

Mr. PURVES,
Mr. YOUNG.

A. E. FREMLIN, Esq., in tiie Chair.
' Mr. Osborne Wilshire called in and examined :—
Mr.
569. Chairman.] What are you ? Forest, ranger in the Heniliquin district.
O. Wilshire.
070. You are not an Inspector of Fisheries also ? No, not yet.
571. You have not received the appointment ? No.
9 Mar., 1883
572. Are there any rivers in your district ? Yes, the Edward, Wakool, and Niemuhr.
573. "What kinds offish are in those rivers ? Murray cod, bream, and gold and silver perch.
574. Are fish sold in your neighbourhood ? Yes.
575. By whom ? By the fishermen.
576. How arc these fish caught? In nets.
577. All by nets ? Yes; they set some night lines across the river at times.
578. Ho they catch them in any quantity ? Yes, in great numbers. They go principally to the Melbourne
market, and to Ballarat and Sandhurst.
579. Ho they fish all the year round ? No, they only fish during seasons of flood, when the Murray floods
the creeks.
J
580. Is there much line fishing going on in the interval ? No, they cannot catch them in that way now.
581. Can you tell us the size of the fish ? Murray cod, from 5 lbs. to 40 lbs.
5S2. Are there any less than 5 lbs. ? Yes. The fishermen have large hag nets which they put right acroa
the creeks, and as the water is running down with a strong current the fish get caught in these ban- nels—
all sorts of fish, large and small.
° 503
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583. Are the Email oues destroyed P Tes, they are all caught alike—little and big. Theriots are kept
there a couple of days sometimes. I have seen as much as G or 7 cwt. of fish taken out of these bag nets,
at times.
_
581'. Is there any one appointed to look after the fishing? No, only the Police.
385. What steps do they take ? Sometimes they seize a net and summons the man using it. The meshes
of these bag nets are about 1-i inch rvhen stretched.
58G. In what months do these fish spawn ? I could not tell you thai.
587. How do they get these fish to market P Some take them to Moama by the railway, and others cart
them to Eehuca, and then to Melbourne or Sandhurst by rail.
588. Tou say tins fishing goes on in flood times ? Aes.
_
589. I believe in flood time the fish ascend the rivers, do they not? ISo, they all go down the smaller
rivers and creeks then. All these rivers now in summer are just a chain of waterholes ; when the Murray
rises it feeds them, and the fish go into them and go down with the current.
590. I thought it was a fish's nature always to ascend the river iu flood time ? They do not there ; they
seem to follow the current into these creeks.
...
.
.
591. Is there any complaint of the diminution of fish in the district? Tes, great complaints in the
Heniliquin District.
592. What do you attribute that to ? These nets destroying all the young fish.
_
_
593. Would your position as forest-ranger enable you to fully attend to tbc duties if you were
appointed to look after the fishing also ? Tes ; I am always ranging the rivers and creeks ; they are alt
reserved.
_
594'. Of course the police would assist you all they could? Tes. My district is a very large one.
695. Do you know the provisions of the Act relating to fishing in the rivers ? Ho, I do not.
_
59G. i)i?\ Ollifc.] Tou say these rivers, which are full in times of flood, eventually form themselves into a
chain of waterholes ? Tes.
597. Do they ever dry up ? None of the deep holes dry up j in places they get dry. ^
598. Did you ever see any loss of fish in consequence of the waterholes drying up? No.
599. Do you think that if it were not for these stalling-nets the supply of fish would be equal to the
demand? Tes, I believe it would.
_
600. Mr. Tounq^ How long have you been in the district ? Dive years.
_
G01. Have you'had your attention drawn to the fishing during all that time, or only lately ? I have
always had opportunites of seeing it, and have known the fishermen.
.
602."Has this stalling been going on during all these five years? Tes. _
_
_
G03. Tou say they do not fish in any other way ? They fish with a gill-net sometimes in the lagoons ;
they go in a small boat and stir up the lagoons with long poles to drive the fish into the net. The bag-nets
have only small meshes, and the voung cod have such large heads that they cannot get through them, and
they are all caught and killed.
G04, Is there any local demand for fish ? Tes.
605. Without sending them to the Melbourne market? Tes.
_
GOG. Chairman.'] Do you know if Murray cod is preferred in Melbourne to sea fish? Tes ; they bring a
a very good price there, from 7d. to lOd. a pound.
607. They are sold by weight ? Tes.
60S. Do the fishermen get their living by fishing alone ? No, they do other work at times, and take to
fishing when the floods come down. It is very profitable employment.
609. Are the nets expensive? Not very ; they are from 40 to 50 yards long.
610. Can you suggest any effectual way to preserve the fish and prevent their destruction? The only
way would be to have the meshes larger, and not allow them to sell the small fish.
611. What size would you suggest as a limit? They set the nets there right across the river or creek, so
that the fish have no chance.
,
.
612. That is illegal, with any sort of net. Do you think that might be permitted if the size of the fish
allowed to he sold was made larger ? Tes, 1 think so. They cannot haul a net there at all; the only
way is to set it across the stream.
_
613. What sized mesh do yon think they should be limited to ? From 3 to 4 inches.
_
614. Are there any edible fishes there of a smaller size than cod that would go through these 4-inch
meshes ? Tes ; silver bream.
61.5. What size do they run ? From 111), up to SIbs.
616. Do the fishermen use dynamite at all ? Ihave not seen them do it, hut I haveheard it has been
done in these waterholes.
_
,
,
617. Is that done by fishermen or by amateurs ? By fishermen. Now, about this time they use it, when
there are only deep holes,
_
,
618. Mr. Young^ Are the fish destroyed in that way by dynamite as good as those caught in a net ? I
could not say. When they get an extra supply in tiie nets, they tether a great many large cod to keep
them for market: they put a hole through their nose and a stake in the river and tie them ; they
leave them three or four days or a week that way.
619. Would you recommend that any of these rivers or lagoons should be closed for the purpose of
allowing the fish to breed ? Tes ; I think they should all be closed for a time. The Edward River feeds
a great many of the creeks ; the fish go from the Murray into the Edward and then into the creeks.
These creeks are nearly all dry, except chains of waterholes in summer; as the Murray fills they all fill,
and as the Murray goes down they get lower.
620. Mr. Ollijfe.] If the Murray was closed the injurious effect of the fishing would cease? They never
use nets in the Murray ; there is too much current; they use the nets in the creeks just a few yards
down from the Murray.
621. Chairman.] Do you know the Murray at all ? Tes.
622. Tou would not have any power to interfere with the Murray fishermen ? The Murray water belongs
to New South Wales. A lot of these fishermen live on the Victorian side of the Murray and come over
to fish in Eew South Wales.

Mr.
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Mr. Frederick John Gibbins called in and examined :—
Mr.
C23. Chairman^ What arc you? I have been since 1S73 a lessee of oyster-beds.
624. W here do your leases lie ? At the Clyde lliver and Hawkesbury Fiver—Broken Bay, as it is i\ J. Gibbins.
termed.
t) Mar., 1893.
625. When do they expire ? Broken Bay in October, and the Clyde Kiveriu September.
626. What is the condition of these oyster-beds at the present time? Very good.
627. Bo you replenish the beds with spat as you draw from the stock ? 1 am not doing so now, but I
have done it very largely. > My lease has nearly expired.
623. When your leases expire what course do you inteud to pursue? That will depend upon any new Act
that may be passed. If it is a liberal one I will go into tbe business again ; if not, I will not.
629. When your leases expire who would have the right of drawing oysters from these beds ? Any person.
630. By paying^for a license? Without a license under the present Act.
631. What must be the result of such indiscriminate use of the oyster-beds ? Tbe result will be tbe
same as in all the rivers that have been worked under licenses—they will be perfectly worked out.
632. If you had a renewal of your lease and proper security would you go on working and attend to the
replenishing of your beds? Yes, so long as we have a secure tenure will always do so ; but we have
always been harassed by people smuggling oysters off the beds. I had to give up the lease of the
Hunter Fiver to the Government on mat account, although I offered double tbe rent if they would give
me security. During the last four years that I worked the Hunter Fiver I took 36,000 bags of oysters
out of it with eleven boats. I gave it up and cancelled my lease; tbe Government closed it for a few
months, and afterwards opened it for working under the license system, and they let sixty boats go to
work on it.
633. Where you employed eleven? Yes.
634. How long do you suppose the supply will last under the present system? During the whole of the
time I worked tbe Hunter Fiver beds I paid the men 4s, a bag fqr getting tbe oysters, besides rent and
other expenses, and at that rate men that worked moderately well could earn three guineas a week; some
of them earned more. Under tbe present system I paid tbe same men 25s. a bag and only got rubbish.
635. Jlfr.
What ■was the cause of the present action being taken by the Government—what
representations bad been made to them to induce them to allow the oyster-beds to be treated as they
have been ? The present Act allows it.
636. Do you know what information the Government got before tbe Act was drawn up? I understood
Mr. Oliver framed tbe Act, I gave evidence before two Foyal Commissions, but I do not think they
went by any of tbe evidence they got.
637. You think the evidence was ignored ? Yes. A good bag of oysters to-day is worth 3os., and under
a proper system the same bag of oysters could be produced for 15s. I sold Newcastle oysters for 15s.
when I had tbe beds.
638. Chairman?} You say the same oysters are worth 35s. now? I could get 35s. for them.
639. Mr. Young.1 Why did you give up the Hunter Fiver beds ? Because I had no power to prevent
people stealing the oysters. I bad two actions in tbe Court at Newcastle to try and stop a family of the
name of Campbell from stealing oysters from tbe beds, and I lost both cases, although I took down
Mr. Pilcher and Mr. Colyer to prosecute the cases. These people were smuggling and shipping the
oysters away to Melbourne in large quantities.
640. You found your lease was not valid ? Yes.
611. At the time you gave it up was it then in as good and productive a state as when you first took it ?
Yes, a great deal better. I authorized Mr, Cameron to double the rent if they would give me a secure
bolding. I would have given £3,000 a year rather than have lost it.
642. What was the extent of your lease when you gave it up ? It had a year and nine months to run.
643. How is it you have not bad the same trouble at tbe Clyde River and Broken Bay? There was a
difi'erent class of people to work with at the Hunter Fiver. There arc boats running from Newcastle to
Melbourne continually, and they shipped tbe oysters at night time. On Mosquito Island I had a floor
laid about 100 feet by 40 feet, and each man brought his day’s work and quit it on this floor; he was only
paid for the good, marketable oysters he put on this floor, and all that were not so were sent hack to the
beds. Consequently, I got a good class of oysters. The people who smuggled the oysters worked all
night long; they culled all the large oysters out, and the small ones were taken away to the limekiln
or thrown away and destroyed.. That would ruin any bed. The young oysters should be carefully
preserved,
‘
644. "What would you suggest as tbc best way of managing tbe natural oyster-beds—what extent of
lease and upon what conditions should they be granted ? I think everything to high-water mark should
be included; now it is everything to low-water mark, and the rivers are getting totally destroyed. There
should be no licenses and no royalty. They are bringing up oysters from all these rivers and competing
against us, after we have gone to all the expense of improving tbe beds.
615. Your opinion then is, that all the foreshores should be included in tbe leases ? Yes, up to highwater mark.
646. Whether there are oysters there naturally or not ? Yes.
647. "Where there are no oj'sters originally it cannot be called a natural oyster-bed. What I want to
get is your opinion as to tbe best way of managing tbe natural oyster-beds of tbe country ? Under tbe
old Act they leased the whole of one river to one person; and we were supposed to have a secure tenure
of ten years, which wo did not have. I think ten years is too short a time ; it should not be less than
fifteen years.
‘
648. Should there be any stringent provisions in ihe lease to ensure the preservation of miniature oysters
and tbe improvement of tbe beds ? I would adhere strongly to tbe ring, not less than 1-J inch • no
oyster that would go through tbe ring should be allowed to be taken off tbe beds. But if yon were to
give a secure tenure there would be very little difficulty about that, as the lessee would improve tbe beds
in bis own interest,
649. You told us just now you received some oysters from artificial beds. Can you give ns any particu
lars ;—what sort of ground they have been formed on and so on ? They are all on the foreshores.
650. Between high-water mark and low-water or below low-water? Some are covered at low-water and
others hardly so. Wo have been laying down beds at the Clyde Fiver and tbe Hawkesbury.
651. Where did you get the oysters to lay down ? In the river.
652.
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652. In what depth of water did you lay them ? Some of them, at low-water, would have from 1 foot
to 15 inches of water over them, and some would get bai-e. In the Jlawkeahury I suppose I laid about
5,000 bags.
653. We have had evidence given here that oysters in shallow water get destroyed by the heat of the
sun;—is that your experience? Use.
G5i. You think they are safe in a foot of water at low water? I do.
655. Chairman.'] Do you know what they call steel-backs ? Yes.
656. Where do you get them from ? There is one place iu the Hawkesbury River where they call them
all steel-backs ; the water is very salt there ; it is near the entrance to the river.
657. We have had it in evidence that the foreshore oysters are small and of inferior quality ;—is that
your experience? Ho; in the Hawkesbury River good oysters could be got from the foreshores.
658. Mr. Yount/.] What sort of bottom do you find the best for cultivating oysters ? Any gravelly or
shelly bottom. You cannot lay down the whole foreshore, hut wherever you get a firm gravelly bottom
they will do well.
659. What sized holdings do you think would ho sufficient for the foreshores. Supposing a person'
wished to apply for a lease of a certain foreshore, what sized holding do you think should he allowed to
him? You might give him 2 miles of foreshore, and out of that he might not get 100 yards fit to lay
down. You cannot make oysters grow where you like ; you must work with nature.
660. Supposing he had 1 acre of suitable foreshore? I think he would require 100 acres.
661. A hundred acres of suitable foreshore? Yes,
662. Jlfr. Griffith'.] You mentioned that with eleven boats you raised 36,000 hags of oysters from the
Hunter River beds in four years;—how many men had you to each? One man in each boat.
663. And now the whole of the oyster fishery of the Hunter is open to any one? It has been open; but
it is closed at tbc present time; it has been closed for eleven months.
664. Was it closed immediately after the expiration of your lease? They closed it when my lease
expired, and then opened it for about six months, and worked it so long as they could get a bag of
oysters from it.
665. How many boats were employed? About sixty boats.
666. You have the lease of the Clyde and Broken Bay still ? Yes.
667. Are you robbed up there? No; I have a secure tenure now under the new Act. The new Act
validated the leases. I might say I endeavoured before I gave up the Hunter River to get a Bill passed
through the House to validate all those leases.
668. Mr. JPurves.] Your chief complaint under the old Act was that people could steal largely, and you
could not get a conviction ? Ybs.
,
669. On what grounds ? Because I really had not a lease ; I only had a promise of lease.
670. So that you really relinquished nothing in giving up the river to the Government? Yes, I did.
671. What did you relinquish ? The profits I ought to have imido out of my agreement with the Govern
ment: I agreed to pay so much a year, and they agreed to give me a lease.
672. But you say you had no lease? I tendered in good faith for the Hunter River, and I got Mr. Johu
See and Mr. Henry Clarke to enter into a bond as sureties for me.
673. Your giving up your so-called lease did not make any difference to the right of other persons to go
there and take oysters as they chose ? No, it seemed not.
674. When the Government allowed people to go there and take oysters as they chose did not that tend
to cheapen oysters to the public ? No ; I tell you we have since paid as high as 25s. a bag for oysters
from the same river, whereas we sold them at 15s.
675. If these oysters are all of the proper size why should they not be taken ? They arc not up to the
proper size.
"
676. Then the fault is in the Government allowing the small oysters to be taken rather than in the
number of men permitted to work there ? No doubt there is a great deal in that.
677. So that if the beds were open to any one, subject to restriction, as to the taking of marketable
oysters only, no harm would be done ? Each bed will only stand a certain number of oysters to be taken
from it. There is only a certain area of oyster-hearing ground, and if that is overworked the bed is
destroyed, or at least seriouslv injured. The oysters take a long time to grow to a proper size.
678. I am referring only to tfleir being allowed to take marketable oysters. If they only take marketable
oysters it does not matter whether they are taken by eleven men or sixty men ? No, I suppose not.
679. So that really if the restrictions were properly enforced no damage would he done by throwing the
beds open? Not if you can enforce them ; but how are you to do it ?
680. That is a question of administration. You advocate security of tenure of a large area for a long
term of lease? Yes.
681. Or, in other words, you advocate throwing the whole of the oyster-fishing into the hands of a few
people. That would ho the effect of your system ? Yes.
682. Would not that bring about a monopoly of the trade to enrich the few to the detriment of the
consumers of oysters ? No, I think the very fact of what we did under the old system, of leasing shows
quite the contrary. Under the old system I sold Newcastle oysters at 15s. a bag for eight years.
683. Was the consumption then anything like what it is now? Yes, a great deal more. In the year
1879 I sold 16,000 bags of oysters in the Melbourne and Sydney markets. The consumption is now
restricted by the price. I am now paying £1 a bag to men to got oysters, 3s. royalty, and 2s. 6d. freight.
That is because it is no one’s interest now to see that tbe bods are*replenished ; they are simply worked
out and then left to nature; but if tbe rivers were leased iu the way I suggest, the lessees would, for their
own sakes, lay down spat and young oysters, and the production of marketable oysters would be very
much greater than it is now.
6S4. C/iairm/xn.] When you applied for your leases under the old Act, did you pay anything for them ?
I paid £1,027 a year for the Hunter River, £127 for Broken Bay, and £135 for the Clyde River.
685. When you were told the leases were not valid did the Government return you any money? They
returned the rent 1 paid for the Hunter ; I had paid a year’s rent in advance.
’
686. Mr. JPi/rves.] You say you offered £3,000 a year for a secure lease ? I ofiered double my rent for
tbe Hunter for the balance of my terra.
687. Chairman.] Eor how many years did you hold these leases, or promise of leases, before you found
out they were not valid ? I suppose about four years. Mr. James and myself took Mr. Salamon’s advice
on
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Mr. .
on il, and he was oi opinion that our leases were valid, and that the Government had power under the Act
1° grant them ; but when I took Mr. Pilcher and Mr. Colver down to Newcastle I lost the ease and that1'1 J- Glfabillssettled the whole affair; although Mr. Pilcher also said he thought we should win.
--- 68S. Mr. Panes.'] Tou advocate that all oysters between high and low water mark skould be protected? 9 Mar'’ 1883'
x 6Sj
G8S). In other words you think there should he no free oyster-beds? There should he no free ovsterbeds, unless the Government wore inclined to leave certain rivers open for the public.
"
ono. That would have tiie effect of throwing the whole trade into the hands of a tew people ? It would
be better to throw it into the hands of a few people than to have the ovster-beds destroyed. The few
people would make no fortune out of it.
'
*
fit)1 Mr.
Would it not he the most profitable plan to lot people who understand the business
work the beds m the way that would pay them best ? Many people may work their whole life-time in the
oyster business and then not learn it. Closing rivers altogether is not the best way of replenishing them ■
no oyster-bed should be allowed to lay idle at all; the oysters get covered up with weeds and mud. The
best way is to work the beds systematically and continuously, but not excessively. It is only by continual
working m a proper way that you can bring an oystor-bed to perfection.
“ ‘
602. Mr Punfis.} P?as it not a proviso in the lease that you should replenish the oyster-beds ? “We are
supposed to do it, but there is nothing binding.
693. d/r. Toitnv ] J think you said the lessee would do it for his own interest ? Tes, I certainly should
but there is nothing binding. If it was pot for the leased rivers to-day you would he paying £5 *a ba<* for
oysters instead of 30s. As to the Manning Eiver oysters—I never saw any English- oysters, but I have
inquired about them and people tell me there are no finer oysters in the world than the Manning Eiver
oysters. And yet that river was destroyed by indiscriminate working under the license system. There
three boats would have been sufficient they allow fifty-live to go to work. There are parts of the Manning
itiver oyster-beds as bare as tins table.
b
694. Mr. Griffiths ] Do you know anything about the working of the oyster-beds in Queensland ? No
69n. 1 ou draw a large supply from Queensland now do you not ? Most of them go to Melbourne
auetion° yml m°W h°'V 0(1863 ilI’e Sranted in Queenslaild ? 1 believe the right of dredging is sold by public

ono 9VTV'1101? .rlvers?. i'1'0* bbey are leased in areas ; they are all laid out in blocks.
bJo. And leased by auction every seven vears? Tes.
699. Chairman.] Can you tell us anything about the working of the Act for other fish ? No. Under a
wo 4 , W°UM ^ ln!i0 ^ bu!s,ness t00’ ,t0 bring a supply into this market if the Act was a liberal one.
a, v11 W01ul£L1?0t uraeerbike any business m connection with fish under the present Act? No.
. ‘ n ■*oun.f-} ^bat would you call a liberal Act ? Something that would not allow inspectors to
w!?i8Aerm0“t f Aiih£e Yay ihej d° now- rrhcre ar0 PlcntI of
alld they would be caught and
A™ mark?t lf t'le fishermen were not harassed by resLrictkms and seizures as they have been. At
all the bays north and south of Sydney Harbour there are abundance of fish; I suppose this market
^eouln be supplied from Jervis Bay aloue for twelve months.
702 Chairman.] Are you aware of any cases of arbitrary seizure of nets ? I have heard of many but I
Me)bouraePeClfy *
n°W' 1 tenderei1 for fivc uefcs lhat were Eold bytlie Government and sent them to
11

703. Were they good nets ? Tes. splendid.
704. Were they legal in Victoria ? Tes.
had bellied
^ 0lic of

^ts was worth the money. One of them

706. Do you'know what it was seized for? The mesh being under size, I believe; I did not measure it.
Ini'
r-Paiia'°i iv-r WC : 1 ^PP0? ? 1 W not sold them yet- but I have no doubt they will.
Palace ?
'Dld you ever soe tbe uet'S that were seized in the Fisheries Department at the Garden
tn flrelbom'neere maUy

lhe,'e ? TeS’ a g'‘eafc bcaP' 1 offered a tcnder for the whole of them to send

/10. Were there fifty nets there ? Tes, I suppose there were.
711. Chairman.] Do you remember at what time you saw the nets ? About a week before the fire
/12. Is there any other suggestion you would like to make? I think the whole business connected with
fislnng and ovstcr-drcdgmg should be placed under one responsible head. I think the appointment of a
lot of Commissioners is the greatest farce out. If the business were placed under one head, and a proper
leasing system adopted, the quantity, of oysters obtained would be so great that there would be no
3r7wiyrkavw;\rrt°k fa0emst<! think there would he. 1 really believl that nith a secure tenure I
v
n c ' hat 1S-' W0Ilk 11 eontmua]1D so a® to get 15,000 hags of oysters every year
air. Xoimg.] .Supposing you were offered twenty years’secure tenure of the Hunter Eiver what
wouid you be prepared to give for it ? 1 do not think it would be fair 1o ask me to saw I do not know
V T
Sn° ^ t 1C bjSIT«,laT8dy again : h’i* if 1 0Duld onIy got onc rl™r. to make a model river of
it, I could afford to spend a little money on it. 3 don’t know what the Hawkesbury Eiver would turn out
under proper management.
All oyster-farming depends greatly upon the quantity of fresh water that comes
salt wateHsn'o good ^ ”0t ? ^ ^
'vhei’G tk° freS,1 water S not coutinuaby mingling with the
/16

715 -At what depth do oysters breed best ? I have studied that verv eloselr, and thev seem to do well at
various depths. In some places there may be a foot of water at low tide, in others 2 or 3 feet and
deeper still \V hen wc lay down young oysters we do it so that we can get at them nicely.
’
/16. Are the oysters you ay down mud oysters ? No, rock oysters ; we break them off the foreshores.
’ Mr- yung.] In what depth of water are you of opinion oysters do the best? In 6 or 8 feet of
water, i have seen oysters that were got in 50 feet of water.
71S. Mr. Griffiths.] Do you mean 6 or 8 feet at low-tide or high-^ide ? At low-tide.
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Me. T. E. SMITH.
A. R. RREMLIN, Esq.,

in the

Chair.

James Charles Cos, Esq., M.D., called in and examined on oath:
J. C. Cox, 719. ChairmanYou are chairman of the Fisheries Commission ? Yes, I was appointed to the office on
Esq., MM), the 19th October, 1882 ; the first meeting I attended was on the 21st of the same month.
720. How many other gentlemen are on the Commission ? Mr. "Want, Mr. Greddes, Mr, Ihotnas, and Mr.
IdMar., 18S3,

721. Is "the Commission an independent one, or is it under Ministerial control ? It is under the Colonial

'■

■

722. Von know the object of this Committee—to inquire into the working of the Fisheries Act ? Yes.
723. I believe vou have taken a very warm interest in the fishing industry of this Colony ? Yes, the
study of tbe subject has been one of the pleasures of the few hours of recreation 1 have had ; I have more
particularly studied oysters and their cultivation.
i
724. Do you find the Fisheries Commission work well ? I should like to state that the office I hold m
connection with it was in no way sought by me. I was one of the members of the Eoyal Commission ;
and when Mr. Macleay resigned his position on the present Commission, Sir Henry Parlies wrote to me to
ask me if I would accept the position. For some time 1 would not hear of accepting it. However, I
found Sir Henry was very unwell, and that the matter was giving him a good deal of trouble and annovance, and I consented to take the office until at all events the specimens for the London Fisheries
Exhibition, as proposed by the Commission, had been carried into effect. ^ That was an inducement, because
I was a member of the Museum Board. I said, however, at the time, it was a most invidious office for
me to take, because it was extremely unpopular; and there were many points in the working of the
Fisheries Act which I disliked extremely. 1 told Sir Henry Parlies that if he would permit me, I would
accept the office and see the proposed exhibition through, and would point out in what way I considered
the Act harsh and objectionable. Sir Henry said he should be very much obliged to me if I could give him
any information that would guide him in the future, as something would have to be done with regard to
the working of the Fisheries Act, and with that understanding I accepted office. The Commissioners 1
may say have always worked together very harmoniously.
_
'
725. Then Sir Henry Parkes was well aware that the Act passed in 1881 was not working well r 1 think
he was convinced of it.
,
„ T -l
r j. r
726. Can you tell the Committee what number of nets have been seized under the A.ct t 1 have a list ol
all that have been seized in the homo district since I took office. \_List handed in See Appendix A 1. j A
net belonging to Mr. Knox was seized.
o n/r -ir
• ai
727. 1 would like to ask you specially about that one before you go any further f Mr. Knox is the
proprietor of a pleasure yacht.
_
,
i ■ t. t
728. He is an amateur fisherman? Hois. I have the papers m connection vifch the case, which J.
shall be happy to hand in to the Committee. The facts arc these : Mr. Knox bought a yacht; there was
a not on board the yacht, which he also bought. During some of the excursions made by the yacht this
net was used. It attracted the attention of some of the fishermen on the Hawkesbury, and it came to
be spoken of. Our inspector going by one day saw this net lying out to dry on the green in front of
his house. He examined it, and found it had recently boon in suit water, with all the evidences of its
having been used. He found it was an unlawful net, and he accordingly seized it. [Papers in connectwn with the case handed in. See Appendix A 2.] Another net that was seized belonged to a Mr.
Mildwatcr.
_
_
729. Did Mr. Knox protest against the seizure of the net? Yes.
730. On what grounds ? Ou the ground that he was not a licensed fisherman, and did not use the net
for the purpose of obtaining a living; that the net had only been used for the purposes of pleasure on
excursions, and by his men without his knowledge. I am under the impression that those were the
grounds upon winch he based his protest.
_
.
.
731. Of course you arc aware that there is nothing in the Act to prevent am amateur using a line or
doing what he pleases ? I am aware of that.
732. Mr. Griffiths.'] The Commissioners forfeited Mr. Knox’s net notwithstanding ? Yes.
733. What has become of it ? It is in tbe office now. We desired to return it, but we felt that the net
had been brought under the operations of the law, and we conld not show any favouritism.
734. Mr. OMrffie.] You say that the net was brought under your notice as an illegal instrument, although
used by an amateur who did not gain his living by fishing. Does the law' permit you to seize anybody’s
not, whether it is used for the purpose of obtaining a livelihood or not? The law is so severe that it
actually allows our inspectors, if they think proper, to go into Lassetter’s, or any other shop in the city,
and seize any net with a mesh of unlawful size.
735. Mr. Griffiths.] Although it may not have been^used? Yes.
■
736. And may not be intended for fishing purposes ? Exactly.
737. Chairman.] You recollect Mildwater’s ease ? Yes.
738. He is a licensed fisherman living at Manly ? Yes.
_
739. Can you tell us the circumstances under which his net was seized ? It was found to be of illegal mesh m
the wing, and 2T-inch mesh. On hearing of the seizure I hurried down to ask the inspector not to have it
condemned until he had brought it before the Commissioners; but by the time I got down it had been con
demned by the Magistrate, Mr. [Senior. Perhaps the Committee will let me explain more fully: When an
inspector seizes a net ho does not report the matter to the Commissioners until after it has been brought
before a Magistrate and condemned. When a net has been seized, and condemned by a Magistrate, it passes
into the hands of the Crown. The matter is then reported to the Commissioners, and all they have to do
is
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is to see that the seizure has been made in a legal manner. We can make representations to the Govern- ^ *-'• Cor,
ment as we did in Milriwater’s ease. It was the wings only, not the middle portion or bunt of the net E*!-'
that was wrong, and we recommended to the Colonial Secretary the restoration of the net, provided
Mr. Mildwater undertook to make the wings of a legal-sized mesh and length. In accordance with our 14Mttr'>1883'
- recommendations, the corks, loads, and bunt were, after some little delay, caused I fancy by a change of
Government, returned to him.* Mr, Mildwatcr, I believe, ultimately made tbe wings good ; but he did
not come for it until long after it had been ordered to be given back to him.
740. Did he know he might have it ? He did.
741. After the net got into the hands of the inspector, was due and proper care taken of it? Tes, I say
that positively. I know for a fact that Mr. Quinan bought a pole and hung the net up in the Fish Market
himself, with the view of having it cared for, and it was in good order all the time it was there. I inquired
myself personally about it.
742. Then if a witness has declared that the net was left lying in the Fish Market until it became
partially rotten, he has declared what was not true ? If that was the case I must have been told an
untruth,
743. Mr. OUiJfc] When you say that the net was eared for, do you speak from your own personal know
ledge of the matter, or from what was reported to you ? From what was told me by the inspector.
744. And from what you have heard from him you believe that due care was taken" of the net whilst it
was iu his hands ? Tes.
745. Tou never saw the net ? No.
746. Tou say you are perfectly satisfied, beyond all doubt, that Mildwater was made acquainted with the
fact that it had been decided to return part of the net to him upon his making application for it? I am
sure of it. [Witness read the entry in the Commissioner's Minute-book, 4tlh November, in reference to the
inspector's report.']

747. Chairman.] For ivhat reason did the inspector seize the net? On account of the illegality of the
mesh.
748. Mr. Ollijfe?] According to the minute you have just read, Mr. Mildwater was informed that you had
recommended the restoration of certain portions of the net ? Tes, ho was written to. 1 think the
Commissioners should have power to act in such a case, and restore a net if they thought it desirable to
do so. All they cau do now is to make recommendations to the Colonial Secretary. Immediate]v after
Mildwnier’s case came before us, one of the Commissioners brought forward, or gave notice of a motion,
that it would he a good thing to come to some conclusion as to the restoration of seized nets. We saw
that the A.ct was working most annoyingly. But before doing anything we waited for the decision in
Mildwator’s case, as we regarded it as a kind of test case. There was great delay in the case; and when
1 found out where the delay was, I went to the Colonial Secretary’s office and kegged them to answer our
letter. At last we received a letter in reply, complying with onr recommendations. I then gave Mulhall
an order to let Mildwater have his nct.f
’
749. The bunt of the net was actually legal ? Tes.
750. The Commissioners recommended to the Government a certain course of proceeding, and the
Government approved of the recommendations;—was the approval of the Government made known to
Mildwater as soon as you received an intimation of such approval ? Tes.
751. On what date was the seizure made? On the 27th October, 1882. We wrote to the Colonial
Secretary on the 29th. But some time elapsed before we received the reply, which was to the effect that
the Government approved of the recommendations of the Commissioners of Fisheries for New South
Wales ; that the bunt of the net seized by Inspector Quinan should he restored to Mr. Mildwater,
together with the corks and lead lines, provided that he made the necessary alterations to the net. This
reply from the Colonial Secretary is dated December 2. [Correspondence handed in. See Appendix A 3.]
W e at once informed Mr. Mildwater of the result. There may have been a little delay from our desire
to take the matter into consideration, to see if we could not establish a precedent for having nets restored
in certain cases, provided the owners would make them legal. But I am quite sure there was no
unnecessary delay. We desired to see if some arrangement could not be made for enabling these
fishermen to put their nets right, instead of forfeiting them altogether. The fact is, these poor fishermen
cannot possibly make out what this particular section of the Act means ; indeed, it requires a very shrewd
man to find out what it means.
752. Chairman.] In regard to the meshes of a net;—suppose a fisherman takes a net to an inspector or
Commissioner, and it is passed as a legal net, will not three or four usings shrink it helow ihe legal size?
It will, and particularly if it is put into tan. If the men were to tar their nets they would not shrink so
much. And .1. have advised fishermen to tar their nets. I had a long conversation with Mulhall about a
very intelligent fisherman named Newton on this matter who had had his net seized. If the nets were
tarred instead of tanned there would not be such frequent collisions between fishermen and the inspectors.
I maintain that once a net has been pronounced legal it ought always to be considered legal, no matter
how much it may shrink.
753. If an Act was passed prohibiting the sale of fish under a prescribed size and weight, and an inspector
was appointed to see that the law was not infringed, do you not think fishermen might then ho left to
use what net they like ? If you could trust to the men returning to the water fish that were under the
prescribed size; but I feel persuaded that the destruction of fish would be so great, our fisheries would
soon be ruined, unless the law defined the size of the mesh of the net.
754. I put the question in connection with your statement that you thought that a net which had been
declared to he legal should remain legal? Tes.
755. In connection with the shrinking of the nets, do you not think that some provision which would
prevent fish under a certain size being brought to market, is all that is wanted? If we could possibly
brand
158—D
* Note (on revision)
Since giving my evidence I have looted over the dates of the correspondence in this case, and
find that tiie secretary did not communicate the decision of the Commissioners on the 4th November to Mildwater till 2nd
December. lie only wrote to Colonial Secretary on same subject on 21st November, which was answered on the 24th.
Hitherto I was under the impression that the delay was in the Colonial Secretary’s Office, but it really turns out to be in tbc
Fisheries Office.
t Note (on revision)
Mildwater did not take his net from the Fish Market for about five weeks after he got the order
for it,
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J. C. Ox, brand tbc nets it would be the best tiling to do. After a not is branded as legal I think a man ought to
he allowed to catch any fish with it of a legal weight. But ] think also the law ought to prevent fish
under a certain size or weight from being sold. If you could combine those two things you would malic
H Mar. ,1883.a good law.
”
756. Mr. OUiffe.} Prom what you have said it appears that an inspector has power to seize a net, take it
before a Magistrate, and have it condemned without consulting the Commissioners, and the Commissioners
have no power to interfere with him in connection with any action he may have taken in the seizure of
the net? Yes. An inspector may go into any house he likes, mine or yours, or any ono clse's, if he has
cause to suspect there is an unlawful net on the premises. If he finds such net bo may seize it, take it
before a Magistrate, and have it condemned before wc know anything about it. And all that we have to
do is to say whether or not he has acted in accordance with law. We can do, and have done, what I
am afraid is a step n little beyond the law. Por instance, in the recommendation of the restoration of:
Mildwater's net. But as .1 said at the time, we could only appeal to the opinion of the public, and if wc
bad done anything wrong we must be content to be turned out. As the law stands it is very severe.
757. Chairman.'] A.re you aware that anyone infringing this Act, not being a licensed fisherman, is
only subject to a fine, and not subject to having his line or net seized? Yes, I know that, hut still for
all that we must have a legal net; no one can use an illegal net. Suppose we found you up Middle
Harbour, with an excursion party, using an illegal net, it would be at once taken from you.
75S. Jfr. Olli(fe] notwithstanding the 21st clause of the Act? Notwithstanding that clause. Nets arc
seized, not because they are in private hands but because they are of illegal mesh.
759. Mr. Abigail.] 1. understand, from your reading of the 21st clause of the Act, that the net therein
referred to is an illcual net, that is one not in accordance with the provisions of the Act? Yes.
760. Then that provision in the clause which exempts from certain penalties persons on excursion or
pleasure parties fishing for purposes other than sale, docs not extend to cases where illegal nets are used?
Exactly; we should have our fishing industry destroyed altogether if we allowed private persons to use
illegal nets.
761. Mr. Oltiffe.] Tbe provision in the 21st clause of tbe Act reads as follows: “But nothing in this
section contained shall extend to persons on excursion or pleasure parties fishing for purposes other than
sale Provided always that it shall lie upon the defendant to prove that he is within the saving in this
section contained in any case where not being the holder of a license under the next preceding section he
shall be found fishing in a boat licensed under this Act.” It was under that section Mr. Knox’s net was
seized ? I did my best to get that net restored to Mr. Knox.
'
762. Chairman!] How did the provision apply ? The net was of illegal mesh.
763. Mr. Ollijfe.] You have no power over the inspectors ; they can simply do as they like ? All thev
\
have to do is to act in accordance with law, and the Commissioners have to see that thev do act in accord
ance with law.
764. What mode have you of doing that ? Anything improper occurring is soon reported to us. Any
man can write to us when he thinks the inspector lias exceeded his duty. AYe frequently receive letters
about these things.
765. Have yon ever taken action upon any of those letters ? Numbers of them.
766. Have you found the tenor of the letters truthful ? Many of them,
767. Have you ever found inspectors doing anything contrary to law ? I do not know of a single instance
that has occurred since I have been on the Board.
76S. Then they have always performed their duties faithfully and according to law, so far as the Com
missioners have any knowledge of? Yes.
769. Mr. Abigail.] Not in an arbitrary or persecuting spirit? I have no doubt they are harsh at times,
but they have much to contend with.
770. They might still carry outtho law and he more reasonable in their actions ? They are the pluckiest
fellows I ever know in making seizures. They are often attacked in the most violent manner. Some of
their reports arc worth while reading. Mr. Quinan has behaved most pluckily on many occasions.
771. Chairman!] "VVe have evidence given that there is a diminution in the supply of fish;—is that your
experience ? The supply- is said to be less now than it was.
772. As the supply diminishes tbe price increases as a consequence ? The supply has certainly decreased ;
but tbe price of fish is not alarmingly high compared to what it used to he. If you compare the price of
fish now with what it was when Mr. Seymour gave evidence before the Koyal Commission you will find
very little difference. Mr. Q.uinan has, I understand, prepared a list of the prices for you. [List of
prices handed in, as sold on \Wi March, 1883, See Appendix A 4,]
'
773. Mr. Abigail!] You have said that the supply has decreased ;—can you tell us the cause? I think the
fishermen have not yet settled down to this Act; they attempt to resist it in every way they can ; they
are not working with that spirit towards the Act which would supply the market liberally with fish.
774. You think if they acted up to the spirit of the Act they conld carry on their operations profitably ?
J do. But it is their continuous wish not to act in accordance with the Act.
775. If it has been given in evidence that these men have given up their vocations in consequence of tbe
arbitrary provisions of the Act and tbe persecutions of tbe inspectors, is that in accordance with your
experience? It is not. I have a return showing the number of licenses taken out since the commence
ment of the present year, and I must confess it presents a very fair show. There has been nothing equal
to it before. [List handed in. See Appendix A 5.]
776. The number of fishermen bolding licenses at the present time lias increased, but the supply of fish
has decreased ? The increase in the population, and consequently increased demand for fish, has had
something to do with that.
777. The increase in the population has not affected the supply of fish ? I do not think they willingly
bring it lo market; they are afraid of coming into collision with the inspectors. There is a feeling of
hostility towards the Act which I cannot account for.
77S. Do you think the decrease in the supply of fish is in any way caused by a disposition on the part of
fishermen to place the Act in an unfavourable light before the public ? I do.
779. Chairman.] We have it on sworn testimony that Chen Ateak has been unable, since tbe present Act
has been in operation, to employ the number of bands be used to employ at Port Stephens ;—do you
think that correct ? There arc a great many other reasons. He used formerly to supply fish to a great
number of Chinamen coming here to go to the gold-diggings ; hut there is not at the present time such
a great field for his labours in that direction.
780.
Esq., M.D.
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780. But he told us the other day that he would have just the same consumption of fish, if he could get J-1-'. Coi,
it, hut he cannot get it ? I suppose, then, if he says so, the supply is less. That is all J can say. I do
not believe it myself. If there was proper provision for bringing it to market I think the supply of fish
would be just as great as ever it was. The Commissioners were very auvious, indeed, to get a sum of 1 il^■,
money placed on the Estimates for (he purpose of enabling the Government to employ a steamer to bring
in the fish every morning from north and south alternately. If the Government did that I believe the
supply of fish would he enormous. There is another important point: I think Port Jackson is too
convenient for the fishermen; they spend too much time in it. It is almost ruined as a fishing-ground
in consequence of drainage and the navigation by steamers and other vessels, and I think it would be a
very wise thing to close Port Jackson, and reserve it as a nursery for encouraging fish about our own
homes. My idea is that the great supply of fish to this market should come from outside the Heads,
where there are swarms of fish.’ If the ground from Broken Bay to "Wollongong were properly surveyed
and laid out, and men were to use largo trawls, an enormous quantity of fish might he brought to Sydney
every day, especially if the Government were to employ a steamer to bring it in.
7S1.. Mr, Abigail.^ Do I understand you to sav that fish are taken away or destroyed instead of being
brought to market. Tou say that if facilities existed for bringing it to market it would be brought?
I do not think it is caught. By the time the men reach the market with their fish it is often stinking
and unfit for food.
782. Chairman^] You have given us information in reference to the seizure of fishing nets in consequence ■
of the illegality of the mesh—the inspector may one day pass a net as legal, and in a month’s time it
may become illegal through use F Tes.
788. Do you not think that to be exposed to the working of such an Act is sufficient to drive men from
their vocations? The men make a great to-do about the question of shrinkage, but I think there is a
good deal of policy in it: they can shrink their nets very considerably by putting them in bark. If
instead of going to great expense in taking oft’ the leads and corks, and buying bark and stuff to shrink
their nets, they wore to buy new nets, they would find it cheaper.
781. Mr. Abigail] How long will a net last? I cannot say; I am not a practical fisherman.
7Sd. jlfr. Olliffc] How much docs a net cost ? Prom £40 to £4.!5.
786. Do you think tho destruction by tanning is equal to £40 ? If you take the loss of time and loss of
money into consideration.
787. How long does it take to tan a net ? About a week.
788. Chairman] Do you know what Mildwater is doing now ? Ho.
789. Ho has had three nels seized ? Yes.
790. AVhat must be the result to such a man to have three nets seized? I do not know—ruination I
should think.
791. H men are exposed to ruination is not that sufficient to drive them from their vocation ? Yes, but
why should he come into collision with the law. The law must be upheld; you might as well say that if I
knock a man down twice and am punished, .1. might go unpunished if J knock him down again.
792. I think you misapprehend my question;—we are trying to find oufcwhether the Act is a righteous and
just one ? 1 do not think it is.
798. That is the opinion we wished to obtain;—whether or not yon think the Act a good one ? I think it
is a very harsh Act,
791. Mr. Abigail] The Act is bad, notits administration? Yes; as far as I cau see, one or two alterations
might he made at once. The gar-fish net might be altered at once to 1-f inch in the bunt; the wings of
the hauling nets might he lengthened, by making them 400 instead of 300 yards. Then I think that
oysters on the rocks should at. once be declared natural oyster-beds. If that was done it would be nearly
all that is required to make the Act work well. I may mention one curious fact: there has not been one
gar-fish net seized yet in tho home district.
795. Chairman] Was not Warrington’s a gar-fish net ? No.
796. But he used it for catching gar-fish? lie may have used it for many purposes.
797. What is the reason we have no gar-fish in the market ? We have quantities; they are coming in
in thousands just now.
"
798. We have sworn evidence that there are no gar-fish in the market ? There was a quantity sold in the
_
market this morning (list handed in, Appendix A 6) at from los. to 10s. the half-basket. A half-basket
means 50 dozen gar-fish, or about
bushels. Notwithstanding that 50 dozen gar-fish sold in the market
for los., when I went to buy some in the street, retail, I had to pay 2s. per dozen. That was this morning,
and this may be regarded as the most expensive day of the week, it being Wednesday, and Lent. Sclmnppers
sold in the market at from los. to 10s. the half-basket; mullet, 10s. to Ss. ; bream, 14s. to 8s. per half
basket. Those are absurdly low prices. If the public could get fish at anything like the price it realises
wholesale wo should have abundance. But there is a limited demand for fish at the prices charged by
the retailers in the streets. Mr. Quinan gave half-a-crown for thirty long-toms. He was standing with
the fish-dealers, who were at liberty to buy if they chose. Mr. Quinan gave Id. each for them, and I
have learnt since that they were sold for Is. each in the shops. That was pretty good profit.
799. Chairman] Do you think l^-inch mesh too large for a gar-llsh net? Yes; I think it would be
better to alter it to
inch. Mr. Cohen, and a number of fishermen who gave evidence before the Boyal
Commission, advised that the mesh should be over
inch.
800. Mr. Ollijfe] Have you any practical knowledge of tho migratory habits of the gar-fish ? I only
know from what ofhers have told me. I may toll you something worth publishing: Mi’. Adams, the
Surveyor-General, recently visited Lord Howe Island. He found the gar-fish there iu immense masses
There is another prolific place for fish within easy reach of Sydney—Elizabeth Beef. Commander Eichards
of H.M.S. “ Benardjj says it is a most prolific place for fish, If a steamer were sent there, with an ice
chamber, the Sydney market could be supplied from -that place alone.
801. Chairman] Are you aware that there arc no limits with regard to the mesh of garfish nets in Yictoria?
The lawful weight of a gar-fish in Yictoria is 1 ounce; in this Colony it is 3 ounces. In addition to
changing the size of ihe gar-fish net mesh, and the length of the hauling-net, and declaring oysters on
the shore natural oyster-beds, I should like to see the lawful size and weight of the fish altered. I should
like to see tho lawful weight of the following fish altered : Black bream, 6 ounces ; silver bream, 3 ounces;
blackfish, 5 ounces; sea-mullet, 8 ounces; whiting, 6 or 8 ounces; flounder, G ounces; sole, 6 or 8
ounces; travally, G ounces; gar-fish, 2 ounces; perch, 8 ounces ; carp, 8 ounces.
802.
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J. 0. Cos, S02. Mr. Griffiths.'] Do you sec in ivlia-t way the size of the mesh could he altered at once ? 1 have
Esq., M.D. written to the Colonial .Secretary asking him to have the size of the mesh of the gar-fish net altered, and
14M^18S3. also recommended other matters. I think if Parliament were to pass irresolution authorizing the Colonial
Secretary to make alterations it would meet the case, and enable the Commissioners to remedy the defects
in the Act at once.
803. Chairmani\ The Act would require the passing of an amending Bill before it could he altered ; and
it is not likely that a Bill could be passed this Session? 1 thought the Colonial Secretary would be able
to act under a resolution of the Assembly. I am sure it is the ardeut wise of the Commissioners that
some alteration should he made ; and I am only waiting in office until some change is effected. I should
like to s<3e a provision inserted in any amending Bill that may bo introduced, which would make it necessary
that an inspector, after seizing a net, should first of all report to the Commissioners the seizure, and
submit the nets seized to the Commissioners.
80t. There are quite sufficient evils under the Act to warrant the present inquiry by a Select Committee ?
I am quite sure of it: and I am personally delighted to see that a Committee is investigating the working
of tbe Act.
'
805. With regard to the leasing of oyster-heds, are you aware that tho present leases have nearly expired r
Tes.
80G. Do you know that the leases now vacant are being wrought out by innumerable boats ? I am sure
it is the ease. The Commissioners have lately had their attention seriously drawn to the matter, par
ticularly with regard to Port Stephens [Report handed in, see Appendix A *1] to the way in which the
oysters are being taken away. The lease of that place will expire on the 1st May next. It is a positive
fact that schooner loads of small oysters, below the proper size, are being sent into Sydney. The lessees of
these beds have been warned that they are acting illegally, but they take no notice. I told Mr. Quinan
if they persisted to seize the next lot that came to Sydney, and I would take the responsibility of it. We
have done our best iu the way of persuasion to induce the men to desist, but they do not seem inclined to
take any notice of it whatever. There is no doubt that the Clarence lliver is also being very seriously
skinned. The lease of that will expire on tho 1st of April.
807. Do you think if these lessees had the right of renewing their leases this skinning would go on ?
No.
808. But the law does not allow any renewal? No.
809. What alteration of the law in connection with the leasing of oysler-bcds would you suggest ? One
objection to the present law is that it places the control of tidal waters and the land under one office,
that of the Surveyor-Grenoral. I think the tidal waters and the tidal lands up to a certain point should
be entrusted to tho Commissioners. They should be empowered to lease them in sections of one or more
miles in extent as might be necessary. In Prance and England tho leaseholds are of much smaller
extent; but here I would lay out certain portions of a river in blocks, and put them up to auction. Then
I would let them have (say) twenty years leases, and let them enter into the cultivation of oysters, by
making artificial beds, or laying them down on natural beds and give them the right to dredge anything
on their leaseholds, all oysters taken off to pay a royalty, provided that when their leases were np they
left the beds as well stocked as when they came into possession of them.
810. Mr. OUiffe.] You speak of apportioning the rivers in 1 mile, 2 mile, or 3 mile blocks
what would
you say to leasing a -whole river to one individual ? It would create too much of a monopoly. There
would he more men wanting rivers than you have rivers to give. There would be a very large number of
applications, and that is why I would propose to lease the beds in blocks.
811. Mr. Griffiths^] Tou do not see any other objection lo leasing a whole river to one individual? No.
812. Mr. OUiffe.] Do you think the cultivation of oysters on Ihe plan suggested by you could he
effectually carried out in so small a space as 1 mile ? Yes, and in some choice spots, even a less space.
813. You think it would not require a larger space, it would not require the whole of a river to carry
such a plan out ? No.
814. If evidence has been given to a contrary effect—lo the effect that it would be necessary to allow one
individual to have a whole river, in order to the proper cultivation of oysters as suggested by you,—the
persons who gave that evidence must he under an erroneous impression ? It is an erroneous impression ,
and an attempt to obtain a monopoly. Iu addition to what I have just stated in regard to the block
system, there is a certain class of men who are licensed dredgers, who pay the Government so much per
year, £10 per year. Large numbers of blocks might; he reserved and lei. to that class of mou. They
■would he glad to have such blocks. That is why I do not wish to see the thing made a monopoly of. If
a number of men were working in the cultivation of oystors it might be carried on to a large extent.
There is one other matter 1 should like to refer to, and it is briefly referred to in the report by
Mr. Langham attached to the Bill prepared by Mr. Farnell and others in 1877. It had reference to the
establishment of an experimental oyster-farm, in order to tench men in a practical way what is being
done in other parts of the world, and what maybe done here. The report recommended that Port
Jackson or its tributaries should be used, or set apart, as an experimental oyster-farm, where the several
methods of cultivating oysters might be tried.
'
815. Mr. Ahif/aii.] How are the present leases of oyster-heds let;—by tender or by auction ? The present
leases were taken up before the present Act came into operation.
81G. How were they let ? By favouritism.
817. There is one let at an annual rent of £1,150 ? It is a monstrous price. Some of these men must
have made £10,000 or £12,000.
818. You think if they were divided into blocks, and each block put up to auction, the amount realized
would be very much greater, and the supply would he increased at the same time ? I will give a guarantee
that within twelve months from this, if my suggestions were to be adopted, wo should get a revenue of
£10,000 a year from our oyster-beds.
810. Mr. Purees. | For what length of time are the leases held? Wifh Ihe exception of three they have
nearly all expired. The Kissing Point bed was given up ; another bed at George’s Biver has been given
up; the Tnroas lliver is still working.
S20. J/r. Abigail.] You say that loads of oysters are being taken away from Port Stephens;—does not the
law prohibit that ? Yes.
”
821. The same vigilance on the part of the inspectors in regard to fish has not been applied in regard to
the oyster? I think the inspector will tell you he has been very lenient, both in regard to fish and
oysters. But there are many persistent cases of obstinacy.
*
'
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822. Arc you aware tha1; lumibers of men have given up the occupation of fishing and are now working 7- *-'• Coi,
under the Corporation, in consequence of the operation of the Act? I have no doubt they feel the Act
1 ‘
harsh. As I have already stated, I think the law is harsh and offensive; it is excessively offensive to ,
those who have to administer it.
‘
_ UMm' >1883
823. Would you recommend the dosing of the rivers during any portion of the year? In a letter which
I have addressed to Mr. Stuart, the Colonial Secretary, 1 have recommended that Port .Tacksou, from
Bradley’s Head to Point Piper, should he always closed; and I also recommended that from Mullet
Island, on the Hawkesbury Biver, upwards, should always beclosed; that the opening of Lake Macquarie
and l mile on each side of it should always lie closed. "We hear of most shameful things going on there
in regard to fish and oysters.
814. lion say you know for a fact that the destruction of fish would be very great without some restric
tions on the fishing industry—that, in fact, our fisheries would be soon virtually destroyed ? That is my
opinion.
825. Can you state in a few words bow you have arrived at that conclusion ? If you once give permission,
to men to net everything, without having a specified mesh, the young fish will be brought up with the
large fish. The legal sized fish will be picked out, and whilst that is being done the young fish will die.
They must die, for you cannot expect these fishermen to go out bare-footed into thoir nets and take out the
small fish whilst they are in the water. They would be crippled with catfish, sting-rays, and other things
in no time. The law demands that they shall do that with garfish nets, but you cannot expect them to do it.
826. Has the size of the mesh anything to do with it? The regulations demand that a net shall be
emptied into tbe water. If you do not want to kill the young fish you must make the law as stringent as
it is.
827. Would an alteration in the size of the net interfere with it? The nets, with the exception of the
garfish nets are satisfactory. They are of a mesh required by law, and there is no grumbling about them.
828. Mr. SmM.] There is no grumbling about the nets, but what about tbe seizure of their nets, when
the mesh gets below a certain size? There is no grumbling about the mesh provided by law except, in
the garfish nets.
John Bichard Edwards, Esq., solicitor, called in, and examined on oath:—
829. Chairman.] Where do you reside ? At Deniliquin,
J.K.Edwards,
830. You know the object for which this Committee is sitting? Yes.
Esq.
831. Can you give the Committee any information with regard to the fresh water fish in the Deniliquin ,—
district ? I ean give you evidence as to the way iu wdiich they are being destroyed.
14 Mar., 1883.
832. They are being destroyed ? In very great numbers, both in the Murray, the Edwards, and Wakool
Hirers, and the creeks running into them ; and also in the Moira Lakes and Moira Creek.
•
833. ^ What legal protection has Hew South Wales over the fish in the Biver Murray ? The water belongs
to New South Wales; the southern bank is the boundary-line between the two colonies.
834. In what way arc the fish being destroyed ? By being netted.
835. In what way arc the nets used ? They are very large nets with a bag ; the net forms a wing some
thing like a net used for a kangaroo drive; the fish go between the two wings and run into the inner
circle, where there is a large bag in which the fish are retained.
836. Arc the nets set from hank to bank ? Yes.
837. Are they used at any time, or only in flood time ? Principally when the rivers are running.
838. What size fish do they catch in these nets ? The meshes of some of the nets are very small. I do
not think the size of the mesh matters much. Even a 4-inch mesh will keep in a perch or bream half-apouud in weight, and that is too small a fish to catch,
839. Has there been any supervision or inspection of the river fishing ? The police have been very
inactive. I am a member of the Deniliquin Municipal Council, and we have stirred tbe police up on many
occasions; but they seem to consider it outside their province altogether, and rather infra dig to interfere
in any way.
840. Under the Act any man above the rank of a common constable is an inspector ? Yes, but notwith
standing that the police do not interfere. Lately two or three cases of infringement of the law have been
brought specially under tbc notice of tbe police, and they took proceedings.
841. Was any conviction obtained ? In three different cases convictions wore obtained and fines inflicted.
842. But these convictions did not diminish the destruction of fish ? Eishermen tell me they have lost
fully £200 in consequence of their not being able to fish across the mouth of the Edwards Biver.
843. Where are the fish sent to ? Out of the Colony, chiefly to Melbourne. The fishermen obtain
their supplies from Melbourne, and most of the fish are sent there; in fact there is only one fisherman
who sells fish retail in Deniliquin,
844. Are any of the fishermen careful enough to return the small fish to the waters, or do they dispose of
them indiscriminately? The fish are put into the boat first of all, and then into crates ; sometimes the
small fish are returned to the water, at other times they are merely thrown upon the bank. The destruc
tion of small fish is very great.
v
845. What prices are obtained for the fish ? In Deniliquin Gd. per lb.; I think it is from 4d. to 6d.
wholesale.
■
846. What would you suggest in the way of legislation to prevent the destruction you speak of ? I
should recommend that a close season should, if possible, bo declared, and that power be given to the
Ifisheries Commissioners to close rivers against netting for any period that might be deemed advisable.
I think the rivers have been so denuded of fish that it will take years to enable them to recover. Fresh
water fish grow very slowly. AH the large fish, I believe, have been got out of the rivers; there arc few,
if any, left.
847. I understood you to recommend that these rivers shall he closed for a long period, and only lines
permitted to be used until the rivers have recovered themselves ? Yes; and I would recommend that a
close season be declared during the spawning.
848. Has there been any wide expression on tbe part of the people of your district in favour of some
action winch would prevent the rivers from being denuded of fish ? Yes'.
849. I here is no proper inspector in your district? The police sergeant is an inspector. We have
recommended the appointment of Mr, Osborne Wilshire, tbe forest ranger, as an inspector. I believe
the recommendation has been approved of by the Government, but the appointment has not been
confirmed.
SGO.

868
30

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE TAKES BEFORE THE SELECT COJIMITTEE

J.K. Edwards, 850. Mr. OUiffe^] How long do you think it would take for a river to recover itself P
Esq.
I should think.
14 Mar., 1883.

Two or three years,

851. Tou would recommend the closing of a river for two or three years ? Tes.
q,852. If some steps of the kind are not taken, or proper inspection provided, the rivers will soon he
denuded of fishP Tes. The .Act says that no net shall be stretched across a river. That is too
indefinite. In certain prosecutions that took place it was found impossible to say what was meant by
“across a river.” A net may bo taken within a. few feet of the bank, and then saplings might be laid
the remainder of the distance. I think that nets should not be allowed to stretch more than one-half
the whole span of the water. The size of the mesh should in no case be less than 4 inches. In fact, I
think 4i inches is too small,
853. What kinds of fish are in the rivers? Cod, bream, and perch.
851. Do you ever sec any speckled fish there, like trout? Tes.
855. They are very rare? Ho, very common.
■
856. What are they called ? They are called trout.
857. Mr. Griffiths.] Tou do not know anything of the netfislung on the Darling? Ho, hut I believe
all fish are treated alike. I cannot speak for the Murrumbidgoe; but about Eehuca fishing is carried on
to a large extent.
FRIDAY, 16 MARCS, ISS3.
present:—

Mn. ABIGAIL,

|
Mr. OLLIFFE.

Mb. GRIFFITHS,

A. R. PREMLIN, Esq., in the Chath.
Inspector
Quinnrs.
IGMnr., 18S3

Inspector Quinan, called in and examined:—
S5S. Ghairmanl\ What are you ? Inspector of the home division of the Fisheries,
859. When were you appointed ? On the 1st duly, 1881 *
860. When did the Act come into force ? I think it was in April or May, 1S81. I. was not appointed
until several months afterwards.
861. What are the limits of your district? From Fort Stephens to St. George’s Basin.
862. Wore you ever connected with the inspection of fisheries before ? Ho. I have fished as an amateur.
863. In the exercise of your duty you have, I believe, often had to seize nets? Tes.
864. Can you tell the Committee when you made your first seizure ? I think it was about Hoveuiber or
December, 1881; I am not very certain.
865. That would be about four months after your appointment ? Tes, aboul four or five months.
866. Can you give us a rough estimate of how many nets have been seized by you under the Act since
your appointment? J seized, prior to tho burning of the Garden ■alace, twenty-two nets.
867. How many nels were seized in the same time by any other iiwpectors ? About three.
8GS. Can you give the Committee a rough estimate of the value or these twenty-five nets ? I value them
at about AS a piece ; some were very rotten, old nets, and others very good ones.
869. What is the value of a full-sized net, with leads and corks, fitted up ready for use? A very good
net, legal under the present Act, would cost about £40.
870. And you have seized none of that value ? I think one uet might have been of that value.
871. Do you superintend the sale of fish in the market? I have nothing to do with the sale ; I occasion
ally visit, the market to sec that the officers are doing their duty, and occasionally make seizures of fish
myself; iu fact I have made a great many seizures of fish myself.
872. What position does Mr. Seymour occupy under the Commission ? Acting Assistant-Inspector.
873. Tour position is superior to his ? Tes.
874. Have you ever had any occasion to seize fish that Mr, Seymour would or might have sold ? I could
have done so, hut I have invariably called his attention to it. I do not venture to interfere with his duty,
but I have called his attention to it frequently.
875. Can you tell the Committee on what grounds you have effected most of the seizures of nets ? On
the ground of their illegality under the 11th section of the Fisheries Act.
87G. That would be on account of the size of the mesh ? Their construction altogether.
877. Are yon aware that there was a promise made by tbe Colonial Secretary that the fishermen should
have at least a year before their nets should be seized ? It is embodied in the Act, with regard to gar
fish nets only.
878. Was that carried out ? Tes, strictly; in fact I have never yet seized agar-fish net. I could now
seize forty if I were inclined to do so under the size of mesh.
879. Whou you have seized a net ou account of the illegality of the mesh, might not thatnet have been
legal when first made and first used? Ho; tho construction or size of the net could uot possibly
have been legal, a’ccorcliug to the present Act, when first they were made.
880. Is it not possible that to-day a new net may be of a legal mesh, and that after a month’s using,
from shrinkage, that mesh may he illegal ? Hot iu a month ; when re-tanned in three or four months it
may shrink a little.
8S1. Then it would be possible for a net to be legal at one time and illegal at another time ? Quite so.
882. Can you tell us from your own experience that the present Act has worked harshly for the fishermen
in general ? It has not hi my experience.
883. Let us come to an individual ease : Do you remember seizing nets from a man named Mildwater ?
! do.
8S4 What was your first seizure, and about the date ? I cannot tell you exactly when the first seizure
was made from him ; it was somewhere about the early part of 1882 1 seized turn nets belonging to this
man. They were lying drying upon the rocks at Manly. I know they were very much under the size
allowed by the Act. I cannot give you the dimensions, my papers having been burnt in the Garden
Palace. The nets were illegal in the size of mesh and in length also, and in the construction. The bunt
must be 50 fathoms and each wing must be 50 fathoms.
885.
*12 July, 1881.
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885. How many nets did you seize from Mildwater? Three; two on the first occasion, and oue on the Inspector
Quinan.
last.
8SG. "What was the value of the two first seized ? J think the best net was worth about £35, and the 16 Mar,,1883.
other about £10.
887. After these two were forfeited did he procure another ? He must have done so.
888. Did you seize that ? I seized it at the Woolloomooloo "Wharf in his boat. He had just brought
fish to market.
SS9. That was a new not ? Apparently a now net.
890. "What would be the value of that net ? It was worth about £30—from £25 to £30.
891. That net was complete, not talking about its legality—a complete fi’dierman’s net, with hunt and
wings ? Tes.
892. On what ground did you seize that net ? It was not in accordance with the construction given in
the eleventh section of the Ifisheries Act.
893. Tliat is rather a vague answer. Tell us exactly why, please? I measured it, and this is the
measurement: It had wings of 18 fathoms each,
inches in the mesh, and a hunt of 40 fathoms, 2d
inches in the mesh.
891. Tbe size of tho mesh was legal? The size of the mesh in the bunt was legal.
895. But the length of the bunt exceeded the length allowed by the Act ? Ho, it did not; it was under
the size allowed by the Act; he could have had 50 fathoms ; it was not within 10 fathoms as long as it
should have been. Then the wings should have been each 40 fathoms, but instead of that they were only
18, and it was also \ of an inch smaller in the mesh than allowed by the Act.
896, If a man is allowed 50 fathoms in the bunt and he only has 40, can that he considered illegal;—how
much is he allowed in the hunt? Hot to exceed 50 fathoms
897 Tlits man did not exceed 50 fathoms? No. The Act savs he must have on cither side of tho bunt
a wing hung on the same corks and lead lines, not less in length than the bunt of such net. He had only
IS fathoms, where he should have had 40.
898. Then, according to your reading of the law, if a man had IS fathoms of a bunt he only ought to
have 18 fathoms on either side ? He must have IS fathoms ; he may have more if he likes ; it must not
he less.
899. "We have it on sworn testimony that this man’s net was seized because the wings were not of equal
length with the bunt;—that is true ? Tes.
900. Do you suppose that when this man’s net was first used the mesh was of the legal size ? I do not.
901. Mr. Ollifffi.'] That was the third net seized ? Yes.
902. Mr. Orijjftihs'l The mesh of the hunt was of the legal size, 2Tinch ? Tes.
903. Chairman^] What became of the net? The bunt of it was returned to Mildwater.
901'. How many days, weeks, or months, after the seizure ? It was seized on the 27th October, 1882,
and, after some correspondence with Mildwater on the subject, the Commissioners recommended to the
G overnor in Council, on the 24th November, that it should be restored ; Mildwater was informed by letter
on the 7th December that lie could have it.
905. Ncarlv two months after the seizure ? About six weeks, I think.
906. "VV as the whole of the net recommended to be returned to him? No, only the bunt.
907. Mr. Griffiths.'] With tho corks and lead-lines ? Tes.
90S. Chairman^] While this decision was jiending, what became of the net? The net was hung upon a
pole in the Fish Market; I purchased a pole myself specially, and had it hung 7 feet oft' the ground.
909. From the very commencement ? From the very commencement.
910. In what state was that not when returned ? 1 saw the net in the morning, before it was returned,
and it was perfectly dry and sound, My assistant gave it to Mildwater in the afternoon.
911. If any one has sworn that this bunt was in a rotten state and unfit for use, that must he untrue ?
Perfectly untrue.
912. Mr. OUiffie.] Tou say you are an amateur fisherman ? For years I have taken great interest in
fishing.
913. Will you kindly tell us how you wci‘c appointed an Inspector of Fisheries? I was recommended
by the Commissioners and appointed by the Governor in Council.
914. Which Commissioner recommended you? The Commissioners; I cannot say which one; Mr.
' Macleay and the rest, I made a formal application, and Ihe Commissioners as a body recommended my
appointment.
915. Ton are quite sure the Commissioners recommended yon ? Quite: I could nut have been appointed
without.
916. Who appointed you chief inspector ? I never was appointed chief inspector,
917. Are you acting as chief inspector ? I am commonly called chief inspector, because 1 am inspector
of the home division and have assistants under me.
918. Tou are aware that on tho Estimates £250 was asked for for your salary—£50 as chief inspector?
I was not aware whether it was asked for for mo; I could not say it was for me until I was appointed
chief inspector, hut i reasonably expected I should receive the appointment, being the senior ofiieCT.
919. Arc you any relation to any of the Commissioners? None whatever.
920. A re you aware that any of the Commissioners have any relations among the inspectors? Dr. Cox
has a brother-in-law, lately appointed,
921. Where is he ? At Bateman’s Bay, in the southern division.
922. Mr. Griffiths^] Who is he ? Mr. Benson.
923. Mr. OUiffie^] Ton arc quite sure you tvero recommended by tho Commissioners for appointment?
Quite certain; I could not have been appointed otherwise. My appointment was sent in with the rest.
924. Since you have been working under the Commission have you always been confined to the one
particular portion of the fisheries? Tes.
925. The home division ? Yes.
926. You have been confined to the home division ? Tes.
_ _
927. Has it been suggested to you at any time the adGsability of your going lo the southern division ?
Tes.
928. How long since ? Barely a month ago.
929.
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929. Do you know nny reason why it was suggested? The suggestion was that as I perhaps had had
more experience I would be able to look after matters there that are in a very had state at present.
930. Tou have reason to believe that matters are not being conducted as they should be in tho southern
16 Mar., 1883.
division ? I have. They have not been.
931. You hare reason to believe that the fishermen there have certain grievances to complain of ? Tes.
932. It was suggested that you should go there to remedy these grievances ? Tes.
933. Did yon refuse to go ? No.
931'. Tou have not refused to go ? Xo.
935. It is possible even yet that you may go ? If directed to do so by the Commissioners I must obey
them.
936. You have been, consulted as to the desirability of your taking charge of that particular district? Yes.
937. Dor the purpose of remedying the grievances that now exist ? Yes.
938. You have not given an answer whether you will go or not? I am simply awaiting instructions.
939. You may possibly have to go yet? I may possibly have to go yet.
910. You say you have seized twenty-two nets ? Before the Garden Palace was destroyed.
941. How many nets have you seized since ? Twelve nets since.
912. Do you remember the names of the persons they belonged to ? One of them was a net belonging
to Mr. Knox, of Double Bay.
913. 'Will you be kind enough to tell ns the circumstances ? The net was lying drying in front of Samuel
Richardson’s premises at Double Bay.
914. He is a fisherman? Yes. He looks after Mr. Knox’s boat and net.
945. Is he Mr. Knox’s yachtsman ? He said he looked after his boat and sails for him,
946. You found this net in his possession and you seized it ? Yes.
947. Did you ask him any questions ? I measured the net and found it of illegal dimensions, and told
him I would have to take it.
918. What did he say ? He gave me a great deal of abuse—called me all the names he could lay his
tongue to ; I never answered him.
■
919. Did lie tell you who the net belonged to ? 1 Yes. I told him it was seized under a certain section of
the Act.
950. Which section ? The twenty-fifth section.
951. And he told you the net belonged to Mr. Knox ? Yes.
952. Are you aware that under tbe twenty-first section Mr. Knox could keep a net of that kind if he
chose ? I read that as not requiring a license : nothing to do with a net. That section imposes a penalty
on unlicensed persons fishing for sale, but exempts pleasure parties fishing for purposes other than sale.
953. Do yon not see that that section does not interfere with amateurs ? Only as to the license; I think
it simply means that they need not have a license.
954. That is your construction of the clause ? Yes.
955. And that is the reason why you carried into effect the 25th section in this case P Yes.
950. There were some other nets you seized? I seized another net from Mildwater. Another from a man
named Kewton, at Manly; the wings were 59 fathoms, with a mesh of from 1 to 2 inches ; the bunt was
21 fathoms £ of an inch.
957. Therefore that net was illegal ? Yes.
958. In consequence of being what? It was illegal as regards mesh and construction.
959. Do you think that net was ever legal ? Kever under the present Act.
960. Do you think that net had become smaller in consequence of the action of tanning? It never could
have been legal,
961. Will you be kind enough to tell us how you arrive at such a conclusion—that the net could never
have been of the legal size ? By personal observation.
962. Do yon think that if we have it on oath that a net will become illegal in consequence of use and
tanning, such evidence is not truthful ? You a-sked me with regard to this particular net of Newton’s.
It never could have been legal under the Act; tho mesh was a great deal too small; it was 5 of an inch
where it should have been 2b inches.
963. Was it used for gar-fish ? They were using it for catching travally.
964. It was not used as a gar-fish net when you seized it? No. Even if it was used as a gar-fish net it
would have been illegal.
965. Will you mention another net that you seized ? I seized two hoop nets on the Parramatta Eiver.
The men were holding them as the tide came in at an aperture in the breakwater, and the fish were
running into them very strongly ; they had buckets baling them out—fish of all sizes, including little fish
the size of your finger.
966. What were the names of the men ? I do not know their names; they made off as soon as we
appeared.
967. What became of the fish ? They were sent to tho charitable institutions.
968. Will yon give the particulars of the seizure of Mr. Gascoigne’s net ? I seized a quantity of small
fish in the market one morning, which had been exposed for sale by Gascoigne, and then immediately got
into my boat and went up to his place on the Parramatta Eiver. Before I came to it I called in at his
father’s, as I did not know which of the Gascoigne’s it was that had brought in the fish. I went in and
examined a lot of netting lying on the "jetty. I then looked about and found a net hanging up in the
boat-shed close to the water. I examined this net and found it to be, I think, •£■ of an inch hi the mesh—
it was under an inch tlmougbout—very much under the legal size. I told Mr. Gascoigne I would have to
take it away.
969. Was that the first net you took from him ? Yes.
970. What time was this ? About 7 or 8 o’clock in tbe morning. They gave me great abuse, and
threatened to resist the seizure. I then went up a little further to the son’s place. He had just come in
from fishing; I examined his net and found it much under the legal size, and seized it.
971. That was also about 8 o’clock ? Very nearly so.
972. Mr. Griffiths^] What date was this ? It was in 1882; I conld not say exactly when.
973. Mr. OUiffe.'] Did you seize any other net from that same man? Yes; I was coming down from
Parramatta on the 21st October-----974.
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97-1. That was after seizing the other net ? Tes. I met the G-aseoigne’s rowing up the river. As I got Inspector
up to them they made away, defying us to catch them ; at all events, after a short pull, wo overtook them Q.uinan,
and brought the boat to the side of the river, and examined thoir nets. My assistant saw one of them
undo one net from another quickly, ns we were getting out of the boat. AVe measured this net that had 1
a!''’'
been loosened from the other, and found the wings to he 35 fathoms of 2-J inches mesh-----975, Chairman.'] AAThat should it have been—the legal size? 3 inches.
970. K was a quarter of an inch less than the legal size ? Tes.
977. Do you think it was possible that net may have shrunk a quarter of ou inch? Tes,
97S, Then a not mai" he legal to-day, and in three weeks time illegal ? No ; in three months time.
979. After every tanning a net shrinks ? Yes.
9yt>. Supposing a man’s net comes in contact with blubber very often, and he has to re-tan his net say
three times in a month, would it be possible to reduce that net below the legal size within that time ?
Tes.
981. Just now you said tho Fisheries Act did not work harshly ? It has not doncso, according to the
way we have administered it; if we were very strict with it it would work harshly.
9S2. If you wore compelled to seize a not a quarter of an inch under the legal size, would you think
that harsh or not ? Yes, I think it would bo harsh. This not of Ghiscoignc’s had 38 fathoms in the bunt
of 1 inch mesh ; that was considerably under the legal size ; it should have been 2J inches.
983. Did you seize any other net from him ? No, not from him.
984*. Did you ever examine a net at his place and pronounce it legal? I dare say I have. I did a long
time previously to that. He had in his boat two other nets which were of legal size.
985. Did you paes a net of his on a certain day, and three weeks afterwards seize tho same net? Icould
not have done so. I would not: pass a net that was not the legal size.
,
9SG. Did you examine a net and three weeks after seize it ? 1 examined a net previously; I could not
say how long before: it was not tbe same net.
987. At what time did you seize this net afterwards ? It was 4 o’clock in the morning. I am quite sure
it was about 4 o’clock—just dawn of day.
988. AYas anybody about when you seized it? My assistant and two boatmen.
989. Anybody else? Only the two Gascoigne’s.
990. AY ere there any fish with it ? Tes. a small quantity of under-sized fish.
991. Did the Gascoigne's know you seized that net? Tes, they were present.
992. You took the net away and the fish ? Tes.
"
993. Tou never went at 12 o’clock at night and seized a net? Yes, I did ; I seized another at 12 o’clock
at night—fish and net.
994. Was any person present when you did that? No person but my own officers.
995. Therefore you did not know who the not belonged to ? I suspected it belonged to Gascoigne. It
was taken out of his boat in fact.
'
99G. From tbc circumstances you were satisfied it was his ? Yes.
997. Did you summons him for it? A’es ; he was fined £2.
998. Mr. Griffiths.] Did you not see him at the time? No.
999. Chairman,] Do you think that a harsh power, or not ? If not harshly used I do not think it is.
]t is the only means we have of getting at those illegal nets, because they make signals all along the
river to give notice of our approach ; you will hear a gun go off here and another there all up the river.
1000. AVas that net of any value ? About £15.
1001. Do you think that the new law would have been better carried out by inflicting a fine upon a man
who broke it, rather than seizing his property ? I do not, for still he would be in possession of the
illegal instrument.
1002. Do you not think that if a man found he was in possession of an illegal instrument he would sell
it ? He could, hut he would not. They have had them in their possession ever since tho Act came into *
force.
1003. If they were summoned for using these illegal instruments, and a fine inflicted, do you uot think
that would he sufficient? .It would be most difficult to detect them ; you -would have to swear that you
saw them shoot, bawl, or cast the uet.
"
1001’. It is done in other places ? Tes, hut it is a very difficult thing to prove.
1005. Mr. OUiffie.] Tou say you saw on several occasions fish being sold in the market under the super
vision of Mr, Seymour of an illegal size? Exposed for sale—1 did not say sold
because then I called
his attention to it, and he seized them.
100G. You have never allowed fish that were illegal fo bo disposed of in the market ? I never did. *
1007. Tou have at all times drawn the attention of the inspector to them when you saw them ? Tes.
1008. And they have not been sold? They have not been sold.
1009. Do you not think that if that rule were carried out in its entirety it would prevent a great deal of
unpleasantness on your part in seizing nets, and also a great deal of trouble in preventing these people
using instruments of an illegal character? It would not be sufficient. They would catch all kinds of fish
and cull the best fish out for sale. A fishermau named Kelly, who lives at Eirchgrove, came several times
to market with fish of proper size. He then came with nndcr-sized fish. I went down to the jetty and
saw his boat with a bag over the bottom of it; I got into his boat, removed this bag, and found a’flour-.
sack full of fish that would not weigh a quarter of an ounce ; he had these hid from view. I immediately
proceeded to his residence and seized the net; it was about 132 fathoms long, and £ inch in the mesh
throughout.
~
1010. Chairman.] Could you not have punished him under the Act for having small fish in his possession ?
He was punished by being fined, I think, 10s. The magistrate let him off because he was poor.
1011. If the penalty was made heavier------? It would require a very large staff to look after them, for they
sell these small fish in all the suburbs—Balmain, North Shore, everywhere. I could guarantee I could go
to Parramatta any morning and get any quantity of small fish brought up there by Lambert and the
Gascoignes.
1012. Tou say Lambert s net was seized because he was fishing in closed waters ? Tes.
1013. AYas it an illegal net ? Tes; I seized it as an illegal net, under, the 25th section; ho was in closed
waters at the time.
158—E
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101 J. jK>\ OUrffe.^ TTith respect to the net of Mildivnter—you sny you handed it over to him? hfy
assistant did.
JOI i5. Ton n-cre present? No. I saw it the morning before. T was in the Fish Market in tho morning,
and my assistant handed it to him in the afternoon.
1.016. Do you know that he did? Ho told me he did.
1017. If anybody says he took tho net. is that the fact? J am only telling yon what my assistant said;
he said he delivered it to him.
1018. Mr. Griffilhs.'] Tou say there were twenty-two nets in the Garden Palace that wore seized before
the Garden Palace was burnt ? Yes.
1019. They were all in the Palace? Tes.
1020. Nets that you seized ? Yes.
1021 And three others ? Tes.
1022. All in the Palace ? Tes.
1023. 'What has become of the nets seized since? Four of them were sold, and the remainder are still
detained.
1021. TYhat were they purchased for? 'To go to Melbourne.
1025. Will you tell the Committee what the course of procedure is when you seize n net ? I get a
Magistrate to examine it; I measure it for him, and satisfy him it is illegal. I will show you one of tho
Magistralc'k eerti 11 eaten lo show what he does with it. {Produced—See Appendix B 1.)
1026. Was that a gar-fish net? No ; I consider it a hauling-nct; it could not he a gar-fish net, for a
2-ineh mesh would never catch gar-fish ; the wings were 2 inches and the hunt IJ inch ; tho bunt was
23 fathoms, and ft had only a wing of 12 fathoms ; it should have had a wing equal to the bunt.
1027. Tou seized that net ? Tes ; and it was condemned by a Magistrate.
1028. Do yon always ask the fishermen to come with you to see the M'agistrato inspect the net ? Not
always ; sometimes they arc not by when the net is seized.
■
1029. And not nhen the net is before the Magistrate ? No.
1030. Has there been any ease of appeal from your judgment? The only appeal was in Warrington's
case—a net I seized at Manly Beach.
1031. What happened then ? The decision of the Commissioners was that ho was not to get the net
back, for they considered if an illegal not in every sense of the word: they confirmed the action taken.
1032. You have the net submitted to a Magistrate before you notify to tho Fisheries Commissioners
hiu ing made the seizure? Yes. I at first reported a seizure to the Commissioners, and my letter was
returned with an intimation that it was informal—that it should be accompanied by a Magistrate's
certificate.
1033. The Commissioners know nothing about a seizure until it has been accomplished and the Magistrate
has decided that the net is illegal ? Yes.
1034. Then an appeal against the forfeiture may bo made afterwards by the fisherman to the Commis
sioners? Tes.
1035. That is the course ? That is the course
.
1036. You claim the right under this 25th section to go anywhere ? Tes.
1037. Into any house ? Tes.
1038. And to go into any part of the house and look for nets ? Tes.
1039. Have you ever gone into shops in Sydney? No.
1040. But 1 dare say your attention has been drawn to nets exposed for sale ? Only netting, not nets ;
they must he fitted out with corks and lead lines to make them nets.
1041. Can you tell me what is the practice of the fishermen with regard to throwing out undersized fish ?
I have not seen them do it; I have scon several hauls made, hut they were with legal nets and on ground
where they very seldom get small fish. It is in the little rivers and small hays that they get small fish.
* 1012. What becomes of any undersized fish they catch;—do you know ? I cannot tell you; I try to find
out, but it is a very difficult thing. 1 think they sell them in the suburbs ; that is my impression, for 1
have seized a great many undersized fish in tho suburbs.
1043. Talking about Gascoigne's nets ;—would you know a not again after having examined it? If I put
a label on ii 1 might know it; hut we do not put any mark upon it, although, in my opinion, there ought
fo be some little tag or tablet attached to it.
1014. Tou are of opinion that a net once inspected should he marked by the inspector ? Tes, in such a
manner that he would know it again.
1045. That has never been done ? No.
1046. Tou say you have difficulty in making your inquisition as to the proceedings of the fishermen,
because they make signals to one another when you are about? Tes.
1047. Of course with the object of defeating tho officers of the law? Tes.
1048. Have you any reason for such an idea ? Wo have seen the Gascoignes and all their party on the
look-out, and as we passed by their house they laughed at ns, and when wc went a little further we saw
their boat at the jetty.
1049. Tou have reason to believe that a good deal of illegal netting is going on ? There was ; we have
put a stop to it
1050. Has the working of tho Act and the seizure of these nets done good, and in what way? It has.
When I wont to the Fish Market in 1881 it was filled with fish that would hardly weigh a quarter of an
ounce. 1 seized cartloads of them and brought them before the Honorable Bichard Hill to condemn ; he
was very pleased with the seizure, and said those men must be punished—“Fine them, fine them”—those
were his words. Now if you go to the market you see it well filled with largo fish. The supply is even
greater than it was, and the prices arc about one-third less than n hat Mr. Seymour quotes in his evidence
before the Royal Commission in 1880. I will give you tho prices on Tuesday, the 13th March. Tuesdays
and Fridays are the best days in the week, for there is generally a large supply, and it being Lent a great
deal of fish is purchased. On Tuesday, 13th instant, the supply was plentiful but the market was not
glutted.
1051. What does that mean ;—were there 100 bushels in the market? Tes, more than that—120 or 130
bushels.
1052. A good supply ? A good supply but not a glutted market. I have seen the market glutted so that
they could not sell the fish. On the day I have mentioned harbour mullet brought 14s. a basket.
1053.
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1053. What is a basket ? About a bushel and a quarter. Garfish, 12s. to 14s. a basket; one basket of
particularly largo and fine fish fetched 23s. Lake mullet sold at irom 10s. fo 13s. a basket; lake mullet
by tbe dozen, very largo fish, weighing 71bs. each, brought 7s., or Id. a pound, 7d. each; schnapper varied
from 5s. 6d. to ISs. per half-dozen—the supply was not plentiful; those are caught by line outside the
Heads ; taylor, from Ss. to 10s. a basket.
1054. Chairman.] They are used for bait, are they not? A great deal for smoking. Blackfish, Ss. to 9s.
per basket; whiting, twenty-four (ish, for 4s Od.—they arc sold in twenty-fours, and these fish were selling
to my knowledge at Is. each retail. Another description of garfish, called long-tom, weighing about a
pound each. I bought thirty for 2s. 6d. I have frequently seen beautiful fish sold in the market, when it
was glutted, or when the boat came in late from Newcastle, for 2s. a basket; I have bought them myself.
Green prawns brought about 10s. Gd. to 15s. a basket; that is ten heaps at Is. or Is. Gd. a heap. On
this day there were not any salmon, but J have frequently seen salmon sold for 3s. a dozen, weighing about
71bs. each, and seen these same fish sold retail in the suburbs at Is, each.
1055. There was not an cxcru supply that day ? Ho.
1056. Nor was it a very cheap market? An ordinary market.
1057. Where did these fish mostly come from? They came from Lake Macquarie, Botany, Broken Bay,
and Lake lllawarra.
1058. Ho you know' any reason why the supply of garfish is so small this season ? They are not small now.
1059. The supply is short, is it not ? Not now ; they are coming in very plentifully; for ihe next three
months they will be very plentiful; they come only at certain seasons in any number. 1 have seen
gar-fish in the market, both this morning and yesterday, which weighed fully 3 and 4 ounces each.
1060. The legal size is 3 ounces ? Tea ; I ■would reduce that to 2 ounces. In fatt that list wants re
writing altogether.
1061. Mav 1 ask, do you know that many men have been driven to other means of livelihood owing to the
seizure of their nets and to the working of this Pish erics Act? No. tho records are quite the opposite.
Pully 100 more fishermen are occupied this year than last year; that is to say, 100 more licenses have
been taken out this year than last year.
_
1062. Arc the men hotter off than they were
have you any means of knowing? I know tliat Newton
has frequently hronglil forty and fifty baskets of fish to the market, and got 10s. a basket for them all
round.
1063. Por one day's work ? Por one night’s work.
1064. Whore is Newton fishing? At Watson's Bay.
10G5. One boat? One boat: he and his two boys.
10GG. Mr. Ollijfe.] Does ho do that two or three days in the week? Yes: he could do it every day if ho
felt inclined ; hut fishermen, as a rule, do not work every day. Some of the fishermen are considered
very rich indeed—very well off.
10G7. Mr. Oriffdhs.] The fish supply has not been diminished by the introduction of this Act ? No ; it
has been improved greatly.
1068. And the men employed in the fisheries have been increased in number? Yes.
1069. In your opinion they are better off than they were before ? 1 think they are.
1070. Mr. Abif/ail.] If it has been stated m evidence that the supply is very much less indeed than if
was two vears ago and the price three times as liigh. that would not be correct? It would not.
1071. If it has been stated that black bream, schnapper, gar-fish and whiting are very scarce at the
present time, that would not he correct ? It would not.
1072. H it has been stated that a scarcity has been brought about by the arbitrary seizure of nets, would
that be correct ? It would not.
1073. Do you think that if these men were hem ily fined for using illegal nets, hut allowed to retain thennets, the fines would cause them to abstain from again using them ? I do not; they would still illegally
use them.
1074. Do you think tho size of the gar-fish net should he immediately reduced? Yea, the mesh should
ho immediately reduced to IT inch, and the net should be longer, about 40 fathoms to each of the wings.
1075. Have none of the nets thathavebeen seizedbeen forfeited without a certificate from aMagistrate? No.
1076. Are the fishermen called upon to appear at the examination of their nets ? No.
1077. Do you think they should be ? I think they should he. In fact I. think it is a great pity these
men arc not compensated for the loss of the nets they had in use when the Act came into force.
1078. With reference to the Gascoignes fisliing iu closed waters, if it has been stated that these fish
were caught iu the harbour, and you followed ihem into closed waters, would that he correct ? No, it
would not. It was proved that the fish had been caught in closed waters, and they were fined £10.
1079. 1 understood you to say that if the Act were carried out strictly it would, he tery harsh, hut you
have not administered it in that spirit? I have not.
1080. Jlfr. QrrffiCin.] By direction of the Commissioners? No, by my own action. Allthedireetionor
instruction I ever - received from tho original Commissioners was a copy of the Act and a short Icttcr
telling me to carrying out its provisions in thoir entirety.
10SL Have -you had communications from them about the bad working of the Act ? Yes, frequently.
1082. Did they ever recommend you not to he harsh in carrying out the provisions of the Act? Dr.
Cox b:is very often said so, and I have assured him we have never been harsh.
1083. Mr. Jligail.] The seizure of these nets has been entirely your own action without instructions? Yes.
1084. A ml you conceive you have carried out your duty fairly and not harshly ? Yes.
10S5. Did yon seize a net belonging to a man named Boh—Old Boh he was called. It was seized at the
same time as Warrington’s net was seized ? Yes. Boh Paskcll; he had a net of illegal construction.
1086. Could you tell us nhelher that was a net you had passed a little time previously? No, I could uot.
1087. When you seized that net did lie say so ? Yes, he made a remark to that effect.
1088. Do you think the fishermen have any means of starting their operations with a net of legal
dimensions and preserving that legality while continuing their avocation ? The net must shrink a little ;
but any uet that I have once seen to he legal, since the passing of the Act, I would never take, even
though it had shrunk a little.
1089. Suppose a man had a net that was too big at starting, would that interfere with the number of fish
ho would catch ? Not at all. 1 may tell you that a fisherman named Brennan uses a net 3 inches in
the mesh throughout and brings splendid fish to market; he also uses a prawn net an inch and a quarter,
and does not care to use a smaller one.
1090.
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1090. Havo you ever talicn ])art .in forfeiting a quantity of fine large bream because there were a dozen
or two small ones among them? No ; J. look for a very large per-centage of small fish among them
IG Mar 1883 ^e^ore ^ se’ac t^tnn ; J. consider there should be 20 per cent, of small fish before I make a seizure, hut
’’
nothing under,
1091. Tou have never forfeited as much ns 7 or S bushels of fish, worth nearly £10, because there were
a few small undersized fish among them ? Not a few, a good per-centage, about 20 per cent.; I would
not take if there were under 20 per cent.
1092. jlfr. OUiffe^] Although you would be justified in doing so ? Although 1 would be justified.
1093. Mr. dbytril.] You are not aware of any of the Botany fishermen having given up their avocation
and taken employment as labourers under the Corporation ? 1 am not. A great many have gone to the
Lakes, where the fisliing is better.
'
1094. You have stated that the number of fishermen is greater ? The number of licenses issued is much
larger.
■
1095. Arc they new men coming into the work, or the old men ? I could not say.
1096. Have you noticed now men coming in and the old ones disappearing ? I have not noticed the old
ones disappearing, except by death or going to the Lakes.
1097. Do you know the family of the Smiths at Botany? Yes.
109S. Have you had any case of forfeiture of fish in connection with the Smiths ? Once, at tho very
first going oil of tho Act, a few bushels wore seized, and Smith was fined 10s. As a rule the Botany men
bring in very largo fish ; I never see small fish with them. I have never seized a net from a Botany man,
except Smith ; they bring in the finest fish and arc quite pleased with the Act.
’
1099. You never have any trouble with their nets ? No ; and what is more, I have never seized a garfish
net from them, although "I could do so now if I thought proper; but I think it would be very harsh to
do it.
‘
1100. Mr. Oblijfe.] "What did you say is the gentlemen’s name who is Inspect or of the Southern Division ?
Mr. Benson.
.
Inspector

1101. CViairmcm.] Is it possible to riddle prawns ? I do not think it is; they jump about so, and their
long feelers prevent it.
'
1102. Do you not think the prawn net ought to be lengthened? That is a very difficult question,
because if you lengthen it they may use it for catching small fish,
*
1103. Are you aware that any amateurs are selling fish in the city ? I have heard of it; but I may tell
you the way they do : A number of gentlemen who. go out in the fishing boats outside the Heads'send
their fish to a man named Moses, and this man brings them into the market and sells them.
1104. Do you think it an honorable thing for amateurs to do so ? 1 do not.
' 1105. Mr. Abigail.] About the reading of the 21st clause, is there not a provision exempting amateur
fishermen ? Yes, exempting them from the necessity of taking out a. license. It seems unfair to the
regular fishermen, but 1 am afraid there would be a great deal of disturbance if they were not exempt.
1106. The second line speaks of line or net;—do you read that to mean a legal net ? It can be read both
ways. If he fishes with an illegal net he is liable to be fined, and he is also liable to be fined for selling
fish.
1107. Then the exemption does not allow amateurs to use illegal nets ? No, it does not.
1108. Cbairman.] On what grounds did you seize Warrington’s net? On account of the construction of
the net, and its being illegal.
1109. Can you make any suggestions to the Committee, as briefly as possible, for the improvement of tho
present Act? The only alteration I really think necessary in the fishing part of the Act, or to the 25th
clause, would be the alteration of the gar-fish net, and the alteration of the hauling-net, making it a little
longer than it is.
1110. With regard to the schedule of sizes, what alteration would you make ? I have a list here. (See
Appendix B 2.)
'
1111. Is it the same as that suggested by the Fisheries Commissioners Act ? No, it is a little different.
11L2. Mr. Abigail.] We had evidence before ns about a month since that gar-fish two or three years ago
were sold at Ss. Od. a bushel, and that the current price on or about the 21st February' was 35s. a bushel?
A month ago they were dearer than they are now; they are only now coining in.
1113. That high price was only because the fish were not iu season ? Yes.
1114. Otherwise fish are no dearer than they wore two or three years ago, before the Act was passed ?
I consider them cheaper.
1115. Chairman^] Do not householders complain that they are dearer ? It is not the fishermen who are
making money out of them ; it is the dealers. I have seen fish sold in the market for a penny a piece
when they wore selling for 9d. or a shilling in the suburbs. I often buy fish in the market myself, a
couple of dozen for two or three shillings.
”

Air. George Warrington called in and examined :—
Mr. G.
1116. Chairman!] What are you? A fisherman.
Warrington, ypp". Have you been long engaged in fishing ? Ever since 1832 ; since 1850 in this Colony.
111S. Whereabouts? From Sydney to Manly, Broken Bay, and Botanv.
lo Mar., 1881. qppg Where do you dispose of your fish ? At the Fish Market.
1120. By auction? Yes. Previous to that I. used to sell them at the Queen’s Wharf.
1121. Is the supply of fish more abundant now than it was ? No, it is much less.
1122. Are you sure of that? Yes.
1123. If we have evidence before us stating that the supply is better, of better fish, is that true? No.
Previous to the passing of the Act I used to get from 8s. to 10s. and 15s. a bushel for my whiting, and
now for a few gar-fish and a few whiting I get 30s. or £1,
1124. Eeeently ? No, not since my nets have been taken away.
1125. Does that arise from the fish not being so abundant? Simply because we are not allowed to have
a net that will catch them.
'
1126. Did yon ever lose a net by seizure ? Yes, my net was taken away after being passed by that man
who has just gone out.
1127.
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1127, "When did he pass il ? Some months before he took it away.
O’112S. "Were you present when he seized tiie net ? No.
Warrington.
1129. Do you mean to swear that the net he seized was tho same net he passed ? It was not exactly the
same as it was when he passed it, but a part of it was; I bad put in a new piece in the bunt; it came
*r''
'
down to an inch and a quarter, and the law was that I could not use that, so I put in a piece of twoinch net.
1130. Do you know the dimensions of your net in the wings ? It was supposed to be just under 90
fathoms, the whoic length of tho net; he made it about 79 fathoms, or something of that sort—27 fathoms
in the centre, and 23 and 29 fathoms in the wings.
1131. "Was it 90 fathoms when it was new? Tes, I made it so by measuring it with my arms stretched.
3132. Can you stretch a fathom ? Very near—a bit over.
1133. Were the wings legal ? Por a gar-fish net they were, but not for a seine net; it is supposed to be
3 inches, neither larger nor smaller, which is impossible. Some parts of my net were under 3 inches,
2*a- and 21.
1134. Tou can buy netting of any mesh you like ? But you cannot tell what it will shrink to.
1135. Was there more than one size of mesh in your wings ? Tes.
'
ll;i0. Are you not, in accordance with the law, compelled to have a mesh of equal size? Tes.
1137. Did you have one portion of your wings 2f mesh ? Tes, one portion of it, and some parts of it 2£,
and some 2J inches.
1138. Was that legal ? Not as the law made it ; it was not legal according as the law is got up.
1139. What blame ean you attach to Mr, Quinau for seizing the net, if he is acting under instructions so
to do ? Because he passed this 23-inch stuff in my shed.
’
1140. Did he pass the whole of your net ? No.
114>l. W hat mesh should the bunt of your net be ? An inch and a half tanned j it would have to be made
fully an inch and three-quarters to allow for shrinking, for gar-fish.
1142. Did you have any portion of your bunt 1£? I believe some of it was, but other parts of it would
be 1£; some parts of the twine took up more than others. I could not use If inch, and so I got a bit of
new' 2-inch stuff, and put it in the middle.
1143. That was an excessive size? I could not manage any other way ; I could not get it l® inch.
1144. What was the reason you had so many different sizes iu one net? Because I had the netting by
me, and I used it, uot thinking they would exact it from me that it should be no larger and no smaller.
1145. What is your complaint against the inspector? He had no business to tell me that if I brought it
up to li inch he would pass it. When it was put together he took my net away.
1146. Two and a quarter inches in the wing is not legal—the wing ought to be 3 inches ? Not for gar
fish ; that is only for a hauling net.
1147. Was this a gar-fish net? It was fitted up as a gar-fish net, and kept as a gar-fish net.
1148. Do I understand yon to declare positively that the inspector permitted yon to have this net, and
then seized it for being illegal ? He knew' that 1 got it 1£ inch and put it into tho net, but it tanned
down, and then the law came in that I could not use my II inch, and I took that out and replaced it
with. 2 inch, not dreaming for one moment that I was violating the law for so doing, when the law only
required it to be 1J inch.
1149. Mr. Grij)Uhs.~\ What alterations do you think are required in the Act ? The whole thing is a
scandal altogether, a disgrace to tbe country,
1150. Will you tell us where the Act wants altering ? To my mind it ought to be consumed altogether.
A greater diabolical affair I never knew—that a man should not even go to the sea-board and take a fish
under 1 lb. weight but that man’s fish and everything in the boat is to be seized, and tbe man fined.
Other people who don’t pay a license may come and take little bream no longer than my finger, killing
them in thousands as they do, but if we catch them we are fined, and our nets and fish seized.
1151. Chairman.'] What was the value of the not you lost ? It cost me about £30.
1152. Did you make'any application to have it returned to you ? Tes, I wrote to the Board ; they had
me before the Board as well, and asked me about it. Dr. Cox said I had betfer leave it with him, and
he would see and get it back. I am £10 out of pocket by it now; and I bad a home of affliction, and could
not get bite or sup for her. Mr. Want told me the mesh in the wings must be just 2 inches—no larger,
no smaller; and the bunt just !£■ inch—no larger and no smaller; and just so many fathoms long.
1153. Mr. Olliff'e.] Where do you fish ? Sometimes ono part, sometimes another.
1154. Where do you live P At Manly.
1155. .Are there less fishermen now than there used to be, or more? Less. Some have gone wood
chopping, some fencing, and some wherever they could get a job. They have told me they cannot get a
living now.
1156. Are there nny new men fishing? I could not tell you.
1157. Have you mot any ? Tes. I have asked the size of their nets, and when they told me, I said,
“ G-o home with it as fast as you ean, or it will be taken from you.”
1158. Chairman.’] Have you ever seen small fish destroyed by the fishermen ? That requires explaining.
How can it be done, when wc are fishing on the ocean beaches, with the surf coming in ? They told mo
at the Board that I must stop in the water and pick out the small fish and let them go. I said, “ You
come and give it a trial, and you will find you will have enough to do to save your life.”

THURSDAY, 22 MARCH, 1883.

present:—
Me. OLLIFFE,

|

Me. YOUNG-.

A. U. PREMLIN, Esq., in the Chaik.
Mr. William John Langham called in and examined on oath:—
1159. Chairman.] What are you, Mr. Langham ? I am an hotel-keeper, and reside at the Richmond Utr. W J.
River.
Langham.
1160. Tou were, I believe, formerly an inspector of oyster-beds ? Tes.
s
1161. For what district ? For the whole of the Colony.
qqyo 22Mar.,1883.
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11G2. For ]iow many years ? Between eight and nine, I think.
Ldnglinm, H63. Qall y0U give the Committee any information as to whether there is any difference between the
22m"“A~'i883 leased oyster-beds as they are now and as they were at the time you were inspector P Tes, they are in a
^
‘ considerably worse condition now. I might go on to relate that from the time tbe present Commission
was appointed until I left-----If you will, please to give the Committee as clear and brief a statement as you ean as to the present
condition of the oyster-beds, without my putting any questions to you P At tbe time the Commissioners
took office the Manning Biver had been shut up for two or three years.
11G5- Bor what reason ? 1 considered the beds had been overworked; the lessee thought so too, because
he chucked the beds up ; he was paying too large a rental.
1166, Tou shut the river up in order that tho beds might replenish themselves? I had no power at that
time to take them away from the lessees. There was no such power given under the old Act, Afterwards
Newcastle was thrown up by tbe lessee.
1107. Did he throw it up before the expiration of bis lease ? Tes.
1168. Bor what cause ? Simply because be thought these people could goon to the beds at the time;
and he had no power to stop them ; nor had 1 any such power.
1169. When you say “these people,” what people do you mean? Oystermen; men ’without licenses.
There was no power under tho old Act to lease the natural oyster-beds. The consequence was this thing
was found out by the oyster-men.
1170. As a practical man, will you say how you consider the Bisherics Act of 1881 has worked in regard
to the oyster fisheries ? In my opinion it has been a perfect failure. I told the Commissioners so at the
time of my retirement. I had been two years in position, and I made certain suggestions, but notone was
carried out. When they appointed me to the Southern districts I asked them what T was to do. I think
these men should carryout the fisheries and oyster business from end to end. The two things, that is the
oysters and the fisheries, should be kept separate to a certain extent, and I think that five men with a
secretary -would be quite sufficient to carry out the whole Act. At present the law is simply a trap for
unfortunate fishermen. The Act is too long.
1171. In what way or in what manner do you think tho natural oyster-beds of the Colony should bo
leased ? 1 object to leasing any of the natural oyster-beds at all.
1172. Why ? Because T think that the Crown should maintain them. But I think private speculators
might be encouraged to lay out artificial beds ; and I think the Government should supply them to a cer
tain extent with the necessaries for doing so, that is with spawn and so forth. But I should by all
means, and at any time the beds arc fit, permit them to be worked under certain restrictions. I would
give them certain rights.
1173. To whom would you give the rights you speak of, and what rights ? I would deal with them the
same as I would deal with a free selector. I would examine a place, and determine how many men should
be allowed to work there. If there were more applicants than wore required, I would let the rights to
work be balloted for.
1174'. Do you not think it would be better for the beds and for the revenues of the Colony if the oysterbeds were divided into sections, and each section put up to lease by auction ? The natural oyster-beds ?
1175. Tes ? Most decidedly not.
1176. Why ? Why they would turn to and denude lliem, and what recompense would the Government
have. The whole of the beds at tbe present time arc perfectly destroyed. When first the Commission
started they had something to work upon. At the present time they have nothing.
1177. But do you think the lessees would have destroyed the beds if they had had a proper tenure of
them? I think the men we have had have simply grabbed all they could, and worked the beds out.
1178. But if there was a clause in the Act compelling the lessees to keep the beds properly replenished ?
Then you would require a number of inspectors to see that the law was carried out, and there would bo
no end of expense.
1179. But do you not know there has been as much as £3,000 given for oyster-beds by one lessee ?
Tes : I am not sure it was as much as £3,000.
1180. And if you had fifty men holding £10 licenses you would only get a revenue of £500—would not
the other plan I suggest bring iu more revenue? 1 think the inspector should he a man who has a know
ledge of the beds.
1181 Do you think a mile of auy oyster-bed too much for any one man to hold under oyster lease ?
Most decidedly.
1182. How much would you recommend ? I would not recommend the leasing of any part of a natural
oyster-bed.
] 183, Do you know tbe Manning ? Tea, well.
11.84. Do you know tliat the lease of that place has expired ? Tes, before I left
1185. How many men have worked there since ? Bifty or sixty, I dare say, have worked the ground
since Brice gave up.
1186. What made Price give up ? Oysters could not he got.
1187. In your opinion the oyster-beds want more supervision and protection than they have had ? Tes,
more than they had in my lime. At the same time you do not require a largo number of inspectors
to look afler them.
1188. Do you know anything about foreshore oysters, what they call steel-backs ? Tes. The Manning
was a natural breeding-ground and should not have been interfered with. But when oysters went up from
sixpence to 80s. a hag, picking up oysters was like picking up gold.
1189. Are there any oysters in the river near where you are living ? Tes.
1190. Tliat was shut u]! in your time and has been kept shut since ? Tes.
1191. It is shut now ? No, it is open now.
1192. In what state was the Richmond Biver at the time it was opened? It had never boon leased daring
my time. I kept it open. Mr. Oliver told me I knew nothing about it; and they said they wanted the
thing tested. The oysters at the Manning are not fit to bo looked at.
1193. How many years docs it take before the spat will become an edible oyster ? That depends upon
the locality and the state of the beds. That is a question that would take a lot of time to answer. The
beds ean he overworked, and an inspector ought to be able to tell when r. bed has been overworked.
1194.
Mr. W. J.
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119-1. i\1)out how many years does it require for the spat to become an edible oyster ? In w'hat way ?
Mr-^
1195. How many years will it talce for the spat to grow into an oyster fit to cat P From three to five i'anghnm.
years. It depends entirely upon the localit}',
1190. Then you would recommend the dosing of a river for at least three years P I would recommend *
'
that any river from which oysters arc obtained, when closed, should be closed to everybodv; except in case
of private oyster-beds. A natural oyster-bed should be closed for a certain time.
1197. You would not have anything under three years ? I would iu certain cases.
119S. You have said that you know something of foreshore oysters—what they call steel-backs—they are
very hard to open—will they alter their place P Yes, they will alter in colour; although that entirely
depends upon the class they are of. They will get to the colour of the bed they were originally removed
from.
1199. The reason I put the question is because there is such a variety of opinions about it ? "What you
term steclbaeks are something like what you get ou the rooks on the Yorth Shore. If you get on a natural
bed that has not been destroyed, and put it down there—for instance you get mangroves on these rock
oysters—you cau put them down, and if they arc left they will actually turn to the shape of the oysters
originally there.
1200. How many months will that take ? Some people say nine months ; but I think it will take about
eighteen months or two years.
1201. Mr. Tmtng,'] In stating your objection to leasing natural oyster-beds you said the lessees would
only grab all they could get? Yes, they have done so.
1202. But was it not under these circumstances : directly they'hare denuded the beds they have thrown
them up and paid no more rent? Yes, they have done that. '
"
1209. But if the leases were for a longer term, say for twelve or fifteen years, and the lessees had to pay
rent for the wdiole term of the leases whether they denuded the beds or not, would not that lead them to
take care of the beds ? Ho.
1204. It would surely be to their interest to take care of the beds ? If a man wants to go into a private
speculation he would be allowed to take up the foreshore, but the Crown should hold possession of
the natural ojster-beds, and only allow them to be worked when the inspector thinks they are fit to be
worked.
"
1205. But what I want to get from you is this : Suppose the Crown gave leases for twelve or fifteen years,
and secured itself against loss so far as the rent is concerned, by inserting in the lease a clause making the
rent payable during the whole lerm of the lease, and obtained security for such payment, would it not
then be to the interest of the lessees to maintain the beds in proper condition ? My experience is that it
would not.
120G. Chairman.'] Under the old system of leases, but Mr. Young is speaking of what might be expected
were a different plan of leasing adopted, under which tbe Crown would be secure of getting its rents ? I
certainly object to the leasing of natural oyster beds under any shape or form.
1207. Mr. Yomgi] Have you any other reason for your objection than that the lesstss would denude Hie
beds ? Yes, many reasons.
120S. "What other reasons have you ? These men simply send others there to work the beds, and they
clean them out. The lessees need not be there at all; they might go to England, and still make monev
out of it,.
^
1209. But if the Crown were to secure itself so far as the payment of rent was concerned, by a system of
guarantees, or in any other way,—if you could suppose-----? You must understand this: the present
state of things is a farce.
1210. How in reference fo the beds that are not natural oyster-beds, what do you think would be a
reasonable extent of ground for carrying on oyster cultivation P It depends upon the locality entirely,
1211. Chairman ] Take the worst and best, and strike an average? Would you take a straight line ?
1212. Mr. Youngi] Ho, take a river frontage—what length and depth would you allow ? .Any distance so
long as they arc clear of the natural oyster-beds.
1218. What, iu your opinion, is the best depth for oysters to thrive in ? Any depth, so long as they are
covered at low water. In some places they actually do well where they are not covered at low water.
1214. But they never become of any size then ? Yes, they do.
1215. Chairman.] How, I want to ask you a few questions about fish. You know the neighbourhood of
Port Stephens? Well.
1216. And tbe Chinese drying factory there? I was only there on one occasion.
1217. Are you aware that they formerly dried vast quantities of fish there ? Yes,
1218. Ho you know how the place is going ou now ? 1 have not been there for a considerable length of
time. It is bound to get less.
1219. What is bound to get less ? By the way in whiqh it is worked. All the rivers have been worked
on the same principle.
1220. 1 am speaking only iu-reference to sea fishing, not with regard to rivers at all ? Well, the porpoises
during the last ten years have accumulated enormously in number, and they are exceedingly destructive
to fish; they destroy more than all the cormorants out. I can speak of one place, the mouth of the Clyde
Kiver. Some few years ago you could take a clothes-line, or anything in the shape of a piece of rope, and
catch what you like in the shape of schuapper. How there are large numbers of porpoises coming up and
down, but no schnapper. I was laughed at when I told the Commissioners that the porpoises had more
than anything else to do with the diminution in the number of schnapper. I have seen a porpoise actually
strand himself in his efforts to lay hold of a bream. I think they prefer bream.
1221. Is there any means of destroying porpoises? You can shoot them.
1222. Do you think the offer of a reward for their destruction would induce people to destroy them ? I
object to rewards generally. Since the present Commissioners were appointed the unfortunate fishermen
have been persecuted for the sake of the reward.
1228. But rewards offered for the destruction of fishes of prey would go into the hands of the fishermen ?
The moment you shoot a porpoise he will sink.
1224. Mr. Young,] Will a porpoise sink ? As a rule they go down; in fact I think the other porpoises
cat them
1225. Chairman.] As regards the present size of meshes and nets, the length of the hunt and the length of
the j
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Mr. W, J. the Brings, what is your opinion? I think the difficulty canhe got over by the appointment oi an inspector,
Lanjjliam. some Buch man as iMr. Seymour at the markets.
122G. Tou think if an inspector was placed in the markets to see that no undersized fish was sold that
ar''
' would afford sufficient protection? I don't go that far. 1 think you should have a market both for fish
and oysters. But the two things should he separate. ■ Tou should have a chief inspector and auctioneer,
something like Mr. Seymour is at the present time. All the fishermen should register their names,
and should agree amongst themselves as to the size of the fish to be sold. The moment a river is to be
shut up, shut it up entirely and allow no person to work there. A river ought to be closed from its
mouth.
1227. Tou do not exactly understand me;—Jlo you think it necessary to alter the law with regard to the
size of the net, the length of wings or bunt, or the mesb ? It is a thing that will never work under the
circumstances.
1228. But do you think it necessary to alter the present size of the net, the mesb, or the wings, or the
bunt ? I would allow them to agree to anything they would work themselves.
1229. Do you think the present size of the mesh a proper one ? X vvould simply allow them to use any
reasonable size they liked. I gave the Commissioners an idea of what 1 thought was required, I think
they have got whaleboat-shaped boats for these men, for the inspectors of oyster-beds.
1330. How many years were you inspector ? Between eight and nine.
1331. Tou were inspector over the men who leased the oyster-beds? Tes, over the whole of them.
1332. Then oyster-beds have been leased ? Tes.
1333. And whilst you were inspector abundance of oysters were found ? Tes, but the Act gave us no
power.
1334. But did that do it ? Tes, it cleaned the beds out.
1335. But some of the leases have not expired yet ? There will be nothing left for the Crown to take
possession of.
1336. Do you think they would have left the beds in their present’ unsatisfactory state, if the lessees had
had a proper renewal of their leases ? Most decidedly they would.
1337. Mr. Olliffe.'] Do you mean to say, or do you mean to infer, that if a person obtains a lease of a
natural oyster-bed, or any other oyster-bed, be would simply remove every oyster there was that would
prove saleable, and then throw' the lease up ? They have done so up to the present;.
133S. If they had leases for twenty years, do you thiuk they would do the same thing ? I do not think
it would make any difference.
_ Mr. Bichard Seymour recalled and examined on oath :—
Mr. E.
1239. Chair man Have you at any time seen cart-loads of small fish condemned and taken away from
Seymour, your market ? Never.
_
1340. What is the largest quantity that any inspector has ever condemned ? I do not think the largest
22 Mar,, 1883. qUan^jty gVcr condemned at the markets exceeded seven baskets.
1241. And what per centage of small fish might have been in that lot ? About twelve tarwhine.
1242. Brom what you know of the thirty confiscated nets, what do you consider would ho the average
value of each ? A full size net would be worth over £50.
1243. Tou know the style of nets mostly confiscated ;—what at a rough estimate would be their average
value ? I daresay the average value of each would be over £20.
1244. If anyone has sworn before this Committee that the value of the confiscated ucts wTas only about £8
each, it was an untruth ? It was untrue,
'
1245. Have you ever heard or do you know, what amount of the fines went into the inspectors’
pockets ? I do not know ; X know they receive half the fines ; but I do not know bow much the fines
amount to.
1246. Sometimes when fish are taken to market in baskets a black stuff exudes from their belly, and
makes them look rather black ? Tes.
1247. How are they washed before they arc sold? As soon as they are sold they are washed in salt water.
There is a large tank for tho purpose.
1248. Have you ever seen fishermen, before offering the fish for sale, washing them under a sewerage
drain ? Never.
■
1249. If such a statement has been made it is, as far as you know, false ? It is false. The men have no
occasion to do it. I have never in my life seen such a thing done. I cannot imagine what they would do
it for, for there is abundance of clean salt water provided for them. As a rule the greater portion of tho
fish hawkers not only wash the fish in the large tank, but take their carts and stand them under the tanks
that hold salt water for watering the streets, and they turn this water on to their fish.
1250. Have you ever known fish that has been taken by an inspector to bo used for that inspector’s private
use ? No; the fish has been taken from the market, but I do not know where it has been taken to.
1251. Ton do not think it was sent to a public charity ? I do not know,*
1252. Mr. Olliffe.~] Has your attention ever been called to illegal sized fish being sold in the market ? Mr.
Quinan has pointed out fish to me which he said was illegal.
1253. On how many occasions? On several occasions.
1254. Mere they sold after being pointed out to you ? No, they were not.
1255. How many illegal fish, as far as yon can judge, did the basket contain, that is the basket pronounced
to contain illegal fish ? I do not suppose there were a dozen illegal fish in it; and a basket is supposed
to contain about a hundredweight of fish.f
1256. Tou remember Mildwater’s net that was in the markets ? Tes.
1257. When you were being examined by the Committee before you told us that the net remained in
the markets until it became rotten ? It became rotten, and almost useless to the man.
1258. Tou are perfectly satisfied about that? Yes ; the man told me himself that the net was beginning
to rot away.
1259.
* Note (on revition) :—Previous to my Appointment under the Fisheries Act 1 don’t know -where the fish went to. AH
that I have seized has been sent to some charitable institution.
+Notb (on revision) :—Presuming this to he Sparks’ and Botany Johnston’s fish there were about twelve small Tarwhine
in each basket.
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1259. Bid you see the uet there? Tes.
1260. Was it in a shed or was it hanging on a pole ? It was put inside a place that was made for a
freezing-room,
22
1261. It was never hung on a pole ? I never saw it on a pole.
1262. Could it have been placed upon a pole in any part of the markets where it could not have been seen
by you ? It could not.
1263. Then if it was on a pole you must have seen it ? If it was outside the freeziim-room I must have
seen it.
1261. Tou say it was in the freezing-room ? I swear solemnly that it was in the freezing-room, and I
never saw it outside that room.
1265. Chairman^ Lying on the floor ? No, on one of the slate slabs.
1260. And you are quite satisfied it was never placed on a polo in thomarket? There are two markets.
1207. In either of them ? I never saw it.
1268. So far as your knowledge of it is concerned it was at all times stowed in the freezing-room ? Tes.
on a slab standing about the height of an ordinary table.
12™you sec Mr. Quinan interfere with it in any way ? No; I understood they gave the net back
to Mildwater.
‘ b
1270. Can you tell us how Mildwater got it—whether it was handed to him by the inspector, or whether
he took it? No, I cannot say.
1271. All you know is that the man got it ? That is all; my clerk told me Mildwater got it.
1272. And you were told that the greater portion of it was rotten ? One of my men told me that the
greater portion of it was rotten. Whatever is put in the place that it was put in must rot. Wo tried
some fish there and they became rotten.
1273. What do you think was the value of the net? Mildwater told us he had borrowed £50 from
AHsenheim to get the net; what, its real value wan I cannot say.
1274 Was it the net to buy which he borrowed the monev? Tes, that was the net he told us he had
borrowed £50 to buy.
1275. Tou know the price of fish in the market ? Tes.
1276. Have you seen fish sold in the city? Tes.
1277. Have you ever priced the fish in the city ? Tes; 1 have seen them sold.
1278. What is your opinion as to the average profit the fisherman make ? I have seen squires and
gchfiiipper sold in my market for 6d., and have afterwards) seen the fish-dealers asking 2s Gd for it in
the city,
45 '
1279. Do you think the supply of fish has increased or decreased since the present Act came into force ?
The supply ot fish decreased up to the last month, Tho supply has now increased, because, I think, the
inspectors are not looking after the men so inueh as they wore. They went last evening and seized another
net, trom old Derwent, in G-eorge’s Eiver. It is a garfish net, a little over an inch in mesh.
1280. We have been told that the number of licenses issued has increased considerably of late—is that a
tact ? I cannot say.
1281. Are you aware whether there is an extra number of fishermen now ? I do not know; I do not see
any strange faces.
1282. Bo you notice any difference in the number of fishermen who attend the market? No: I have the
same names on the list that have been on for years.
1283. Their number has not increased ? No, it has sometimes decreased.
■ Von. told us before that some of tho fishermen had to leave their vocations in consequence of the
Act ? Tes.
1
1285. Is that a fact ? It is a fact. Some of the men went to work at Botany,
1286. Do you know where the others went ? No. But the man Derwent has been working on the road at
Noggerah in consequence of the Act; but as soon as he heard they were going to allow a smaller mesh
he turned to fishing again.
1287. Then since there has been an apparent carelessness on the part of the inspectors to prosecute, you
think there has been a hotter supply of fish ? 1 am sure of it. I have a return with me which bears
that out. For the last three weeks only 371 bushels of garfish have been brought to market, whereas, if
™c nj61* had been allowed to fish as formerly we should have had a couple of thousand bushels. I sold
garfish for the first time this season last Tuesday from 4s. to 5s. per bushel. This morning they fetched
trom £1 to £1 5s. a bushel.
1288. Do you think that this being Lent season would make any difference to the price of fish ? Not
to-day; because Thursday is what fishermen regard as an off-day. Wednesdays and Fridays are the
principal days for fishermen.
J
1289. Do you know the chief inspector ? Mr. Quinan,
1290. Is he known as the chief inspector ? Tes,
1291. And if he has told the Committee ho is not known as the chief inspector he has told us what is
not true ? He tells a lie.
1292. Do you know whether there have been any complaints made about the inspectors in the southern
districts ? No.
1293. There have not been any complaints so far as you know ? I know nothing of it,
1294. Do you know whether Mr. Quinan has been solicited to visit tho southern districts ? He told me
so himself.
1295. Did he tell you for what, purpose he was asked to make tho visit? He thought it was for tho
purpose of enabling Dr. Cox’s brother, or some relative of Dr. Cox, to be appointed here. He thought
they wanted him to go south for three months, in order to get him away from Sydney.
^ kri°Y of a"? complaint being made against Mr. Benson ? I do not know who he is.
1297. that is the gentleman whom Mr, Quinan was to go and see in the southern districts ? I do not
know mm at all. Mr. Quinan had a conversation with me in the markets with reference to a letter
which the Commissioners sent him. Mr. Quinan said, “ A nice way they have treated me. The fact is they
want to get some relation of Dr. Cox’s appointed head inspector, and the Commissioners want me to go
down to the southern districts for three months, and I won’t do it; and I wish you would explain that
when you see any of your friends who belong to Parliament.'’ I think he said it was Dr. Cox’s
15S~F
brother-
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imnms or etideitce takes' befoee the select committee
brother-in-law that the Commission era wanted to appoint, Mr. Quinan has told me w'ithin the last month
or six weeks not to seize—because 1 am an inspecter under the Act—not to seize any fish if there were
only 25 per cent, of small fish in the bushel.
_
,
1298. Mr. Ibu/iy.j And formerly yon used to seize if there were only 1 per cent ? Ho-used to come into
the markets and take out a piece of red tape, and marking off the lots he would say, “ This is mine,” and
" That’s mine,” and then the whole of it would bo carted away.
1299. And they were all good marketable fish ? Every one of them.
_
_
1300. Tou say that the inspector reaps a benefit by the sale of nets that have been seized ? To, I said
they received half of the fines.
1301. Does he receive any benefit from the sale of nets P I cannot say.
1302. Would you think so, judging from the careless way in which they throw the nets about? Trom the
way in which nets have been seized 1 should think the inspectors have some interest in them.
1303. We arc told that when nets are seized they are thrown on one side, and no further notice taken of
them ;—I want to know whether the inspectors get any benefit from the sale of nets ? I do not know.
In order to show wrhy I think the inspectors nave not been so strict in carrying out their duties
lately I may mention one fact: During the whole of last month the quantity of fish brought to market
amounted to I,94i7 baskets; for the three weeks ending the 21st instant the quantity amounted to 2,016
baskets.
1304. Chairman ~\ Are the fishermen aware that the Act is being administered now less severely and more
justly? They believe it is.
...
.
1305. And they feel more free to pursue their vocations ? Until last night they did. Botany Bay is
swarming with garfish; and to-morrow I suppose we could sell—if the men had liberty to do what
they justly ought to do,—800 or 900 baskets offish in the market; but it is questionable now whether wo
shall sell five.
,
1306. Mr. Olliffe^ When nets are seized, have the fishermen from whom they arc seized to go before^ a
Magistrate before the nets are condemned—that is, does the Magistrate adjudicate before seizure? To,
I think not.
1307. The Magistrate has no adjudication ? The nets are taken before a Magistrate and he orders them
to be confiscated.
1308. Are fines then imposed upon the fishermen? To, the fishermen are summoned.
1309. After the nets are confiscated ? Tes.
■
1310. And at the Court the inspector produces his measurement ? Yes.
1311. What is your opinion of Mr. Dangham, as to his being an experienced fisherman or oysterman? I
never knew his name until this afternoon. But I have known him for some time, and! think he is the most
experienced oysterman we have in the colonies. He is well up in the whole fish trade, and I think he is
one of the best men who could be appointed over our oyster fisheries

William B. Langley, Esq., called in and examined on oath :—
T W. E.
1312. Chairman^] What are you? A journalist.
_
Langley, Esq,
g j believe you have taken great interest in the fishing industry of this Colon)' ? I have.
2vM_i"b83 1314. Arc you an experienced amateur ? I have done my share of fishing; 1 think I have fished at
J
' almost everyplace where fish is to be had, along the coast, from Twofold Bay to Capo Moreton.
1315. You know the object for which this Committee was appointed ? 1 have heard indirectly from Mr.
Cohen, and I have also seen statements in the newspapers.
1316. Its object is to inquire into the working of the present Fisheries Act, to find out whether the Act
has been beneficial or not? I have had more than one conversation with Mr. Seymour, and also with
Mr. Langham. After he was sent from Sydney he came back periodically, and used to tell me what was
going on in his district. I have also conversed with several fishermen on the subject.
1317. Will you tell the Committee what you know from your own experience of the working of the
present Act*? I think the Act was never intended to do what it is doing. It is harassing the unfortu
nate fishermen and depriving them to a largo extent of their means of livelihood,
1318. In what way ? A great many of the present regulations are useless. It is radically wrong to fix
the mesh of the net at the size it is fixed by the Act. An Act of three or four clauses was in my opinion
all that was needed to protect our fisheries.
_
1319. If there was a proper inspection of the fish sold in the markets, that is as to their size, might not
fishermen he left to use any size mesh they pleased ? That is my opinion. I pointed out through the
Press some years ago that we should have here what they have in Victoria, that is, an inspector to examine
the size or weight of the fish before it is sold in the market. If he finds fish under the prescribed weight
or size in any lot of fish he should have the right to confiscate the whole. I think a few such penalties
would effectually put a stop to the killing of small fish.
1320. Do you tliink, if a small mesh was used, it would lead to the destruction of small fish that might
otherwise be brought to market ? I do not, if you take this precaution, that the hunt of the net shall not
he taken out of salt water, and the large fish only he taken out whilst the bunt is in the water. The small
fish could then he thrown out of the net before they had time to perish. I think if some such precaution
was taken, and there was careful inspection to see that the law was carried out, and severe lines imposed
when the law is infringed, that would preserve the small fish.
1321. That is, you would have the bunt of the net emptied into the boat? I would have the larger fish
taken out of the bunt of the net whilst it is in the water, and not taken in the boat or on to the beach, and
all the small fish or fry in it should he allowed to escape.
1322. But have you ’sufficiently taken into consideration this fact, that in many instances there are
quantities of catfish, stingrays, and poisonous fish of other kind in the nets ? Yes. I have seen fish even
more dangerous than those named—a small fish not much larger than a toad fish ; I forget its name.
1323. But are you not aware that the chief objection raised by fishermen against that mode of emptying
the nets is the danger to themselves arising from the presence of poisonous fish in the nets ? There is a
danger to some extent. But if the bunt of the net is brought info IS indies of water,I fail to see
why they cannot get out the larger fish ; it might perhaps take them a little longer.
1324. Do you think these difficulties could he got over by hauling fish to the shore ?
I donot see any
difficulty whatever if the hunt of the net is kept in the water ; the dangerous fish might be killed;
■ J
the
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the good fish might he taken out and pul; into the boat, and the small fish shaken out of the
take the bunt of the net in the boat, then by the time the large fish are taken out the small fish are dead.
*
1325. Do you know any fishermen who have given up their employment? No.
132G. Do you know any who have lost their nets ? j. know "Warrington, of Manly Beach ; I have known 22Mar- 1883him for twenty years.
1327. Do you know whether he used the net that was seized for anything else than catching garfish ? X
do not know. But from my experience of him I would as soon take his word as that of anv man in New
South Wales.
1328. Have you ever known fishermen use a garfish net between sunset and sunrise—that is in the
darkness ? Tes, before the present Act came into force.
1329. Do you think it is wise to permit them to use garfish nets during the night ? If the fish are in I
do not see why fishermen should be debarred from using nets at night.
1330. Mr. Young^ Do you know anything of the oyster fisheries ? Tes; it is a matter about which I
have been for years in communication with Langham,
1331. Do you agree with Mr. Langham’s views generally? I do ; I think he is about tho only man who
thoroughly understands our oyster fisheries.
"
1332. Are you of opinion that our natural oyster-beds should not be leased by the State ? I am.
1333. Will you give the Committee your reasons for thinking so ? They should he kept as seed beds.
I think licenses should be issued to men who desire to enter into the work; and they should not he
permitted to take small oysters; if they did I would cancel their licenses. In that way you would be able
to preserve the seed. But if you lease the beds, say for two years, does it not stand to reason that the
lessees would clear off all the oysters they could get.
"
1334. But if they were leased for a longer period, twelve or fifteen years ? They would do the best they
1335. Chairman.'] Suppose they had to give five years notice, and they knew that unless they kept the
beds properly replenished their leases would he liable to cancellation before they expired ? If you put in
a clause like that the objection to leasing would be to some extent removed.
1336. Mr. Youngs Under the old Act leases were taken for so many years, but the G-overnmeot had no
power to compel the lessees to continue to hold their leases ; naturally, under such circumstances the
lessees skinned the beds, and then simply failed to pay their rent; but suppose an entirely different sys
tem of leasing was adopted, for given periods, and the payment of rent was secured until the lease expired
by effluxion of time, would your objections to the leasing system he still valid ? Unless the lease is sur
rounded by precautions such as have never existed up to the present: I still adhere to the opinion that it
would be unwise to lease. If, on the other band, precautions are taken that the spat shall be preserved
mid the small fish returned from the dredge, the objection is to some extent removed. Unless some pre
caution of that kind is taken, we shall see oysters selling at £4 or £5 a bag, which Mr. Dangham predicted
some years ago would conm to pass under the regulations under which the beds were leased. There is
another thing I may mention : If I remember rightly, when tho present A.ct was introduced there was a
clause providing that an inspector should be allowed to go when he pleased and how he pleased, to examine
deposits; 1 remarked at the time that if that was passed no one would put down artificial beds.
1337. Mr. Ollife.] Why, because the inspector was allowed to go across a bed and examine it? To put a
dredge down and examine it.
1
1338. Ohairmtin.] I do not think the Act extends to private fisheries but only to licensed fishermen ? I do
not say who it extends to. In such cases as that of Mr. Holt, or other gentlemen at Botany where the
water may almost be called private water, an inspector should not he able to do it.
’
1339. A man may bo a licensed fisherman, and have a private oyster-bed ? Tes.
1340. His oyster-beds would come under a different rule to that which would applv to the dredging of a
natural oyster-bed ? Tes, if I remember rightly, no difference was made in the Act.
b
1341. Mr. Young? But although it was thought necessary to give an inspector that power it was never
intended that he should use it to the injury of any one, but simply that he should see that the licensed
fisherman did his duty ? But there is the power, and as you know, men, when they get power will
sometimes misuse it.
j o i
>
1342. Now with regard to the cultivation of oysters, the laying down of artificial beds, have you anything
you would like to state to the Committee ? I think any person who is in a position to lease a piece of
foreshore and put down at his own expense an artificial bed, should he protected to the full extent of the
law ; no interference with him should he allowed.
*
1343. But you would still have to lease the foreshores ? Tes, but the oyster-beds would be private
property.
l
1344. Have you any idea as to what extent of foreshore would be required for an artificial bed ? That
is a question difficult to answer; in some places it might take three times as much as would be reauired
m others.
1
1345. In regard to artificial beds, it would bo necessary to afford thorn some protection, and give a lease
for a term; what term of lease would you recommend? They should have it for seven vears at the
very least.
J
1346. Chairman.] Mould you think twenty years too much ? J. should not.
1347. Mr. Olliffe.] You are of opinion that if a man bad a lease of a piece of foreshore for twenty years
he would cultivate oyster-beds, and make them more beneficial year by year ? I certainly do provided
also that the Government took the precaution of compelling him to give'security for the rent up to the
very last day of his lease, and not allow him to destroy the bed and then throw up bis lca=e as has been
1348. Tou seem to be confounding the natural with the artificial beds—if a man started an artificial bed
and afterwards found he had made a mistake, you would not compel him to pay rent for twenty years?
Decidedly so. There is another matter which I think might be considered : If fishermen choose to
provide themselves with wellboats, and bring fish alive to market here, as they will do sooner or later
they should he allowed to construct floating boxes, or fish reservoirs, such as they have at New York'
The fish are put in alive and kept alive, so that virtually there is no difference in tho market supply one
day as compared with another.
11 J
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A 1.
Mr. Inspector Quinan to The Secretary, Fisheries Commission,
Sir,

Office of Inspector Homo Fisheries, Sydney, 7 March, 1883.
Eefcrring to tho enclosed lists of seizures made by me of unlawful fishing nets, I have tho honor to state that in
every case the owners of these nets had been previously visited by me and made acquainted with the legal dimensions, and
were not ignorant of the requirements of the Act.
I have. Ac.,
JAMES QUINAN,
----------------Inspector.

PABTicuiAits of Seizures of unlawful Nets since 24th October, 1882, in the Home District.
Date of Seizure.

From whom seized.

Wing
measurement, !

Bunt
measurement.

Decision of Commission.

1882.
fs. in.
fs. in.
24 October....... E, Knox ......... 29 2 mesh... 16 li mesb... Min. 102 of 15/11/82, Law prevents return of net.
27
„
....... W. Mildwater ... 83 2fc A 2} „ 40 2i „ ... Mid. 137 of 20/11/82. Bunt, with cork and lead linos*
(2ud seizure)
to bo returned conditionally that bo undertakes to
make bis net legal.
1 ......... No action. Min. 44.
11
............... Geo. Newton . ,,, 69 I to 2 „ 21
21 December ... Unknown.........
i-inch incsh hoop net.
No action.
21
„
...
ir-inch
>«
fl
21
„
... T. Lambert ....... 21 2 mesh... 37 1 mesh... Min. 226 of 3/1/83. Nets to be confiscated and owner
to be prosecuted,
„
„
„ ... Min. 22G of 3/1/83.
21
............... J. Gascoigne... . 35 2f „ ... 38 1
1883,
13 January
G. Warrington... Diagram attached
Mm. 349 of 7/2/83. Net nol to bo returned, as it is
decidedly illegal.
13
............... R. Paskell.......... 7 2£meBh... 67 2 mesh,.,
1882.
Min. 160 of 6/12/82. Forfeiture confirmed.
3 October...... C. Couldry ....... 51 fs. 1 in. me ih throughout.
4 nets of various lengths, having a mesh Restored, with a warning tbat bo must dismantle them,
3
...............
of 2 indies throughout. These nets
or they will be again seized and confiscated.
were returned to Couldry on the
1883.
25 January ......

List

recommendation of the Commis
sioners.

R. Johnson ....... GSfs.S^in.meshj 4Gf9, Sin. mesh Min. 403.

of Fishing-nets seized by Inspector Quinan and condemned under the provisions of the Fisheries
Act, 1881.

Date of Seizure.

Name of Owner.

13 Jan., 1882. L, Porchello
H. Pearce ..........
13 „
„
C. Smith ______ _
Jas. Parker..........
0. Smith..............
17 „
„
Geo, Kelly.........
JJ
31
Jns. Gascoigne ...
20 „
„
W. J. Mildwater..
22 „
„
5 July, „
R. Johnson...........
T. Lambert..........
T. Kcllv...............
26 Aug., „
Unknown ...........
28 „
26 „
„
7 Sept., ,j

Barber & Dennis...
G. Sweetman.......

„
„
t,

T, Gascoigne
C. Couldry ..........
Geo. Newton......
Sami. Richardson..

„

W. J. Mildwater.

3 Oct.,
H
j,
27 „

Action confirmed,

Original
Value

Particulars of Seizure.

Seized in boat, together with small fish..
Seized on premises j not then in use.....
Seized in hie boat
if
.....

„

(3)

Seized on his premises, after seizing small fish in Market................
„
not in use..........................................................

j>
_

t

t

?)

(2) ........................ -........

i)

......................................................

Seized in his boat; fishing in closed waters.........................................
Seized on premises ; not then in use......................................................
Found set as a stalling-net, 1 mile long, permanently set at
Wollongong.
Seized on premises ; not then in use (4) .............................................
,,
not in use...................................................................
Seized on banks of Cook’s River .............. ...........................................
Seized in his boat j in closed waters......................................................
Seized lying on Botany Jelly, and in his shed, but not then in use (5)
Seized in his boat at Manly ; resisted seizure .....................................
His net woe found drying on Richardson’s premises, but it belongs
to E. W. Knox.
Seized in his boat at the Market; had small fish................................

Actual
Value.

£
5
20
15
89
40
35
25
85
15
25
15
60

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

d.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

£
4
7
8
40
20
20
12
55
10
20
10
25

8.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

a.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

72
8
2
30
75
35
25

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

40
5
i
20
50
28
15

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

S

35 0 0
i

i
J—
—

£

30 0 0

0 0 4-17 0 0

Note.—All tho nets seized prior to the 3rd Octolrer, 1832, siere destroyed by fire in the Carden Palace. The nets seized from the 3rd October.
1882) are at present lying In the Woolloomooloo Fish Market.

JAMBS QUINAN,
Inspector.
Fishing-nets
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Fishing-nets seized by Inspector Quinan, and declared forfeited under the provisions of the
Fisheries Act, 1881.
Length of Net.
Date of Seizure.

Wines.

Oct. 3,1882
])
li
ji 24, ,,
y* 27, „

C. Couldry ......................
G. Newton .......................
E. Knox ..........................
W. J. Mildwater..............

Aug. 17,

Parker and others, seized in
closed fisheries.

„

Mesh of Net,

From whom seized.
Bunt.

Wings,

fathoms. fathoms.
in.
51
i
59
21
2
29
16
2
83
returned 2|&2J
108

29

3

Bunt.

in.
i
i
li

2*

Amount sold for, and to whom.

of Net

£
15
20
15
9

s.
0
0
0
10

d.

35 0

0

0
0
0
0

f Sold to Mr. Gibbins, £55.
51 fathoms, at 30a., Lewis; oncthird value.
Sold to Mr. Gibbins; included in
£55. (See above.)

£ 94 10 0

Fobfeited Fishing-nets.

Pate of
Forfeiture.

From whom

Oct. 3,1882
„ 11, „
n 24, „

C. Couldry ..........................
Parker and others ..............
E. Knox ..............................
Newton .........................
do.
(portion) .........
W. J. Mildwater..................
do
..................
Geo. Warrington.................
— Paskell.............................
2 hoop-nets ........................
T. Lambert .........................
T. Gascoigne.........................
A. Campbell..........................
do
..... ............... .
R. Johnson .........................

„ 27,

„

„ 27,
Dec. 24,

„
„

„ 24,

„

» 24.,
TJov.16,
Jan. 24,

„
„
„

Length.

fathoms.
61
137
45
80
45
30
62
77
74.
57
73
66
15

By whom seized.

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
W. Boyd
H. Curan

To whom sold,

..............................
do
..............................
..............................
....................... ...
............................. W. H, Lamb
..............................
.............................
................. ...........
...........................
..............................
.............
..
..............................
......... ....................

Amount.

1ft 15 0
73 15 0
13 15 n
1ft 15 0
a n n
linn
2 0 0

A 2.

Mr. Inspector Quinan to The Secretary, Fisheries Commission.
Sir,

Office of .Inspector Homo Fisheries, Sydney, 24 October, 1882.
T hove the honor to report that this day I seized an unlawful net found drying on f he grass adjoining the premises
of Samuel Richardson, of Double Bay. The net was of the following dimensions:— '
Left wing, 10 fathoms ; mesh, 2 inches.
Eight wing, 12 „
„ 2 „
Bunt,
23 „
„ li „ '
This seizure was made under tho 25th section of the Fisheries Act.
Richardson stated that the net was the property of Mr. Knox and used by him on yachting excursions to Broken
Bay ; also that it was a prawn net,
I may state that considerable abuse was given by Richardson to mo. The following remark made by him I consider
my duty to bring under your not ice:—“That the------ Government had better build another Garden Palaco to help to
burn the net.”
■
J attach the Magistrate’s certificate declaring this net to he forfeited to Her Majesty.
I have, &e.,
JAMES QTOTAH,
----Inspector.

Certificate of Frank Senior, Esq., J.F.
.
.
Sydney, 28 October, 1882.
I hereby certify that I have this day been shown a net by Inspector Quinan said to have boon seized by him under tho
provisions of the 25th section of the Fisheries Act, 1881, from Samuel Richardson, of Double Bay. The dimensions
of the net are as follows:—
Left wing, 10 fathoms; mesb, 2 inches.
Right wing, 12
„
„
2
„
■
Bunt,
23
„
„
li „
I am satisfied that this is an unlawful not, and order it to be forfeited to Her Majesty.
-------- -

FRANK SENIOR, J.P.

E. IV. Knox, Esq., to The Secretary, Fisheries Commission.
S’r>

O’Connell-street, Sydney, 24 October, 1882.
I have just been informed that one of the inspectors employed by the Commission this morning seized and
removed a small private net winch was stored in ashed in Double Bay attached to a bouse occupied by Samuel Rieliurdson,
who has charge of iny yacht and of the sails and gear belonging to her, including tho net in question.
As this net has not been used ot all of late, I shall be obliged if you will iuform me for what reason it has been
^ited.
‘
1 amj fe.,
-------EDW. W. KNOX.

E, W. Knox, Esq., to The President, Fisheries Commission.
Sh,

O’Connell-street, Sydney, 20 October, 1882.
^
On the 24th instant I wrote to the Secretory of your Commission inquiring for what cause a small private
fishing net belonging to me had been seized by your inspector, but Ibnvc not yet been favoured with a reply to my letter. 1
have therefore decided to lay before you the facts of tho ease in tho hope that you will give directions for the not to bo
returned to mo.
About
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About pix months ngol purehnsed u Email seine as pan, of the outfit, of my yacht, and have since that time used this
seine on two days only. Some throe months since 1 was informed that private gar-fish nets were not allowed to he used, and
I then instructed the man who keeps my yacht to put aavay tho net with tho rest of the yacht gear in a small shed attached
to his house in Do able Bay. There it has since that time remained, but having been wetted by the late rain it was being
dried on Tuesday, when the inspector arrived and seized it. He had for some months been aware that the net belonged to
me, and ho knew where it was kept, yet during this time I have never received from him any intimation, either verbal or
written, to the effect that the net was not to he used, or that it should be stored in some place under lock and key.
I therefore contend that I am most unfairly and unjustly treated by the net being iiowr seized, and that I am entitled
to hove it restored to me at once.
I
ED'W. W. KNOX.
Minute of President of Fisheries Commission.
Write to Mr. Knox to say that there will be a meeting of the Commissioners on Tuesday next (I think I am correct),
and that his letter as well as one written to the President will be laid before the Commissioners.

The Secretary, ^Fisheries CommisBion, to E. "VT. Knox, Esq.
Sir,

Fisheries Office, Sydney, 28 October, 18S2.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 24th instant, respecting the seizure of your
seine net, and to inform you that it will be laid before the Commissioners at their meeting on Tuesday next, together with
your letter addressed to the President on the same subject.
I have, &c.,
LINDSAY THOMPSON,
----Secretary.
Minute of Commissioners of Fisheries on above.
Postpone till next meeting, and in the mean-time ask Mr. Knox to state whether he became possessor of the net
before or after the passing of the Fisheries Act.

The Secretary, Fisheries Commission, to E. W. Knox, Esq.
Sir,

Fisheries Office, Sydney, 3 November, 1SS2.
Referring to your letters on the subject of the seizure of your fishing-net, I have been desired by tho Commissioners
of Fisheries to request that you will he good enough to inform me whether yon became possessed of the net before or after
the Fisheries Act, 1881, was passed into law.
1 have, &e.>
LINDSAY THOMPSON,
-------Secretary.

E. W. Knox, Esq., to The Secretary, Fisheries Commission.
Sir,

O’Connell-strcct, Sydney, 6 November, 1882.
In reply to your letter of the 3rd instant, 1 beg to say that my seine, whicli was seized, was purchased by me on
the loth or 20th of May last.
I am, &e.,
LD\Y \Y, KNOX.
Minute No. 102 of Commissioner of Fisheries on above.
Mr. Knox to be informed that under the law it is impossible to return the net.

The Secretary, Fisheries Commission, to E. AT. Knox, Esq.
gjrj

Fisheries Office, Sydney, 22 November, 1882.
The Commissioners of Fisheries have had your letter's of the 2Gth October and 6th instaut, respecting the seizure
of your fishing-net, under their careful consideration, and have desired me to apprise you that in view of tire provisions of
tho Fisheries Act, 1881, they are unable to recommend its restoration.
I have, Ac.,
.
LINDSAY THOMPSON,
-------------------Secretary'.

A3.
Mr. Inspector Quinan to The Secretary, Fisheries Commission.
Sir,

Office of Inspector, Home Fisheries, Sydney, 27 October, 1882.
I have the honor to inform you that at 4. a.in. this morning I visited the Woolloomooloo Fish Market, and observed
a quantity of small travolly exposed there for sale by a fisherman named Mildwater, of Manly. I then proceeded to the
wharf and found in his licensed boat an unlawful not, of the following dimensions, which 1 seized, viz.:—
Wings, 18 fathoms each. Mesh, 2J inches.
Bunt, 40
„
„ 2i ,,
This is the third net seized by me from this fisherman, the previous seizures having been made in June last.
Attached is a magistrate’s certificate, declaring this net to be forfeited to Her Majesty.
I have, Ac.,
JAMBS QUINAN,
-------Inspector.

Certificate from Frank Senior, Esq., J.P.
I hereby certify that I have been shown a net by Inspector Quinan, said to have been seized by him from a licensed fisherman
named Wm. Mild water, of Manly. I am satisfied that the same is an unlawful net, within the meaning of tho 11th section of
the Fisheries Act, 1881, and order it to be forfeited to Her Majesty.
Dimensions of net:—
.
Wings, 18 fathoms each. Mesh, 2| inches.
Bunt, 40
,,
„ 2^- „
FKANK SENIOR, J.P.

Mr. AT. Mildwater to The Chairman, Fisheries Board,
gjj.,

Brightside, Manly, 27/10/82.
With reference to the net belonging to me, and which was seized this morning at the wharf by the inspector, I beg
to forward the following particulars with regard to size of same:—
It is 48 fathoms of 2j- mesh, which is 2 fathoms less than required by the Act.
There are also two wings of 25 fathoms 3 in. mesh, or as near that as I can get in the Colony.
I may state that the said net was purchased by me specially to meet the requirements of the Act, and has only been
three weeks in use.
_
Hoping the above particulars will induce you to extend your kind consideration,
I remain, Ac.,
----------WM. MILDWATER.

The
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Tho Secretary, I'is'heries Commission, lo Mr. W. Mildwater.
Sir,

Jieberios OlTice, Sydney, 4 November, 1882.
I have been desired by the Commissioners of Fisheries to neknowiedge the receipt of your letter respecting the
seizure, by Inspector (Juinan, of your unlawful net, and to inform you that tho matter is now under their consideration.
I have, &c.,
LINDSAY" THOMPSON,
----Secretary.
Minute of Commissioners of Fisheries on above.
Mr. Mildwater to be informed that tbe Commissioner will recommend the restoration of the bunt of his net, together
with all corks and lead lines, if he will agree to fix wings of proper length and mesh.—4/11/82.

Extracts from Minute Boole, Fisheries Commission.
Minute 45.—It was decided to consider at the next meeting whether any equitable arrangements can be made in
respect lo seizure of forfeited nets.—30/10/82.
Minute 95.—The consideration of the question whether any equitable arrangements can be made in respect to seizure of
forfeited nets was postponed.—7/1.1/82.
Minute 101.—It was directed that Mr. Inspector Quinan attend at the next meeting of the Commissioners in reference
to forfeited nets generally.—15/11/82.
Minute 108.—Mr. Q-eddcs, by leave, "withdrew the resolution standing in his name for the consideration as to disposal
of forfeited nets, and whether any equitable arrangement can be proposed in respect to seizure of unlawful nets.—15/11/82.

The Secretary, Fisheries Commission, to Mr. "W. Mildwater.

"

Sir,

Fisheries Office, Sydney, 2 December, 1882.
Eefcrring to my letter, dated 4th ultimo, respecting the seizure of your unlawful not by Mr. Inspector Quinan, I
am desired by the Commissioners of Fisheries to inform yon that, on consideration of the peculiar circumstances surrounding
the case, they have decided to recommend to the Q-overnment the restoration of the bunt of the net, together with the corks
and lead lines, conditionally upon your agreeing to earry out to tho satisfaction of tho inspector tho offer made to the Commis
sioners to alter the net in such a manner as to make it accord with the provisions of the law.
I have, Ac.,
LINDSAY THOMPSON,
"
-------Secretary.

The Secretary, Fisheries Commission, to The Principal Under-Secretary.
Sir,

Fisheries Office, Sydney, 21 November, 1882.
I have the honor to apprise you, for the information of the Colonial Secretary, that Mr, Inspector Quinan, in the
execution of his duties, seized an unlawful net from W. J. Mildwater, of Manly Beach.; its illegality consisted in the wings
being of less size in the mesh than is prescribed by the Fisheries Act, and of lesser length than the bunt, which by law should
be equal.
Mildwater, who bad written to tho Commissioners respecting the seizure, appeared before them personally, and stated he
was ignorant; of having transgressed, and was willing, with the permission of the Commissioners, to alter his not to accord with
tho provisions of tho law.
I am now, by direction of tho Commissioners, to recommend that the bunt of the net, together with the corks and lead
lines, ho restored to Mildwater, provided he agrees (to the approval of tho inspector) to carry out the offer made to the
Commissioners.
I have, Ac.,
LINDSAY THOMPSON,
-------Secretary.

The Principal Under-Secretary to The Secretary, Fisheries Commission.
Sir,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 24 November, 1882,
_
I*1 rHply to your letter of tho 21st instant, I am directed to state that in accordance with the recommen
dation of the Commissioners of Fisheries for New South Wales, the Colonial Secretary approves of the restoration to Mr. W.
J. Mildvrater of the hunt of tiic unlawful not recently seized by Inspector Quinan, together with Ciic corks and lead lines,
provided that Mr. Mildwater agrees to effect the necessary alteration to the not.
.
I have, Ac.,
.
.
----.
CBITCHETT WALKEE.
Minute of Commissioners of Fisheries on above.
Mr. Mildwater to be so informed, 29/11/82.

J. C. Cox, Esq., M.D., to The Secretary, Fisheries Commission.
My dear Sir,
Please giro Mulhall an order to let Mildwater have the bunt, cork, and leads of Ills net.

Assist. Inspt. Mulhall to note, 11/12/82.
Thomas Mulhall, 11/12/82.

11 December, 1882.

Yours, Ac.,
----J. C. COX.
Seen and informed Mildwater to-day that he could have bunt, Ac._

A 4.
Pbices of fish in the Market, 13/3/83,
Gar-fish, 12s. to £0s. per basket.
Harbour mullet, 6s. to 15s. per basket.
Lake mullet, twelve of 711). each, 7s.
Black fish, 9s. per basket.
Long tom, thirty, averaging Ilk. each, and really splendid fish, 2s. fid. '
Brawns, one largo basket of: line largo live prawns brought 23s. ; and several baskets of good prawns from Us. to 16s.
per basket.
Market fairly supplied hut not glutted. It must also be remembered that fish in Lent time always bring good prices.
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A 5.
LICENSES ISSUED UNDER THE E1SHERTES ACT, 1883.
Licensed Fisiihemrn.
LiccnSi; N«.

All Chce, Williani, Port, Stopliens .......................
All Fow, Port Stephens ......................................
Ah Pack, Raymond Terrace..................................
All Sam, Raymond Terraco..................................
Andrews, John, Woolloomooloo..........................
Aler, Alfred, Hexham ..........................................
Ayres, Augustus, Grafton......................................
Ah Son, Belmont ..................................................
Ah Kin, Belmont..................................................
Ayres, Robert, Grafton..........................................
Asquith, Joseph, Slioalhavcn ..............................
All Young, Swan Crook.....................................
Askwith, Benjamin, Stockton...................

8
11
10
7
20
248
24 i
230
220
220
214
313
314

Barber, Edwin, Wollongong ................................
Brennan, William, Peacock Point, Balmain ......
Brownett, Samuel, Lake Macquarie ......................
Bedford, Joseph, Mosquito Island.........................
Buckingham, Thomas, Fullerton Cove, Newcastle
Burges, Daniel, Mosquito Island..............................
Baggets, Walter, Mosquito island .........................
Brown, William, Raymond Terrace ......................
Bngnell, Joshua, Botany........................................
Batts, Edward, Woolloomooloo .............................
Bagnell, Samuel, Hawke’s Nest .............................
Bagnoll, Thomas, Hawke's Nest.............................
Bell, Richard, Newcastle........................................
Bell, Frederick, Newcastle ....................................
Barnett, George, Raymond Terrace .....................
Baxter, John, senr., Shoalharen.............................
Baxter, Ephraim, Jervis Bay ..............................
Baxter, William, Slioalhavcn ..............................
Baxter, Richard, Shoalhaven ..............................
Baxter, Thomas, Slioalhavcn ...............................
Baxter, John, Jervis Bay.........................................
Brown, Thomas, Gerringoug ..............................
Bums, Robt., 11, Princes-st., Sydney...................
B lax ter, Joseph, Eden ..........................................
Burkwist, John, Balmain........................................
Bray, James, Middle Harbour.............................

220
1
28
47
57
00
80
85
102
120
223
219
254
253
243
211
210
209
208
207
212
215
205
301
293
270

Chapman, Abraham, Lake Macquarie ....
Consemackcr, Henry, Merimbula ............
Chapman, James, Raymond Terrace ........
Chapman, Edward, Raymond Terrace __
Chapman, William, Raymond Terrace ....
Campbell, James, Hexham........................
Campbell, John, Hexham............................
Campbell, Alexander, senr., Hexham........
Clifford Abraham, Wollongong .................
Campbell, Alexander, Hexham .................
Croese, Adrian, Mosquito Island................
Clouten, George, West Maitland................
Cox, William, Broken Bay ........................
Cox, John, Broken Bay ............................
Cox, Fred, Broken Bay ............................
Cox, Robert, Broken Bay............................
Chamberlain, William, senr.. Double Bay.
Chamberlain, William, Double Bay ........
Chung Long, Milton....................................
Carrol, James, Broken Bay.........................
Courtenay, John, Elliot-street, Balmain ..
Courtenay, William, Elliot-street, Balmain
Campbell, Alexander, Lake Macquarie .....
Connate, George, Grafton............................
Campbell, James, Newcastle........................
Campbell, George, Newcastle.....................
Coombes, Benjamin, Kiama......................
Clouten, W. J., Newcastle............................
Cameron, H., Belmont.................................
Choyeye, Sam, Swan Creek........................

27
48
49
50
52
61
62
63
227
64
81
87
127
128
129
130
140
141
160
180
191
195
197
224
218
217
263
284
305
312

Denis, Abraham, Sydney......................................
Denis, William, Sydney..........................................
Drennan, Thomas, Lake Macquarie ..........
Dauby, James, Woolloomooloo..............................
Dennis, George, Wollongong .......................'.......
Dennis, Jacob, Wollongong ..............................
Learner, James, Mosquito Island .......................
Derwent, Audvow, George's River.......................
Derwent James, George’s River...........................
Duncan, William, Botany ................................
Duncan, Thomas, Botany......................................
Dingwall, John, Woolloomooloo..........................

17
18
25
35
39
40
63
137
138
153
154.
179

License No
Dauby, Thomas, Woolloomooloo.......................... 204
Draper, George, Newcastle .................................. 290
Denny, George, Dora Creek.................................. 307
Dens, Anthony, Broken Bay ................................. 298
Evans, Augustus, Middle Harbour.......................
Evans, John, Middle Harbour..............................
Ellesbey, Chas., Tarec ..........................................
Edney, John, Cooper-street, Balmain...................
Ellery, Charles, Broken Buy ...............................
Edwards, John, Lane Cove....................................
Bueton, George, Hexham......................................
Evans, Alfred, Raymond Terrace ........................
Edwards, John, Woolloomooloo.............................
Edwards, George, Woolloomooloo .........................
Escott, Charles, Belmont......................................
Emblem, W., Ulladulla ........................................

32
32
96
100
117
183
249
241
271
272
289
294

Farrell, Thos., Watson’s Bay ................................ 292
Foo, Sum, Swan Creek............................................ 311
Foster, Charles, Mosquito 1 sland .......................
83
Frisch, V., Richmond River ..............................
88
Fisk, Joseph, Woolloomooloo..............................
91
Fin'nucaue, Anthony, Parramatta ......................
99
Frcnoby, Thomas, Botany ..........................
105
Fanning, E., Hunter’s Hill .............................. 152
Foster, Albert, Newcastle....................................... 260
Fortune, John, Forster, Cape Hawke.................. 205
Fraser, William John, Newcastle ......................... 237
Foster, Arthur, Newcastle .................................... 232
Glover, Alfred, Nelson’s Bay .................................
Glover, Walter H„ Nelson's Bay .........................
George, Charles, Goat Island..............................
George, Frederick, Goat Island...........................
Gascoigne, John, Rydc..........................................
Gascoigne, Thomas, Ryde ..................................
Gascoigne, Robert, Rydc......................................
Guseoigne, Robert, Ryde......................................
George, Thomas, Newcastle..................................
George, Alfred, Newcastle ....................
Gidney, William, Newcastle ...............................
Gilbert, James, Botany ......................................
Goldsmith, Herbert, Botany ..............................
Goldsmith, William, Botany ..............................
Goode, James, Balmain ........................................
Gilbert, Charles, Botauy.........................................
Gabberdy, Charles, Bowman-street, Pyrmont ...
Gooda, John, Woolloomooloo................................
Griffin, Wm. F., Raymond Terrace .....................

192
191
53
51
20
21
22
23
76
76
82
90
91
93
143
147
150
176
261

Hansen, John, Richmond River...........................
89
Hammond, Arthur, Botany.................................... 155
Hastic, Charles, jimr., Broken Bay ..................... 170
Hastie, Charles, senr., Broken Bay......................... 171
Hastic, William, Broken Bay...................................177
Hollis, W., Nelson’s Bay ...................................... 256
Harrison, William, Newcastle................................ 246
Harrison, William, senr., Newcastle ..................... 245
Honnor, Edward, Jervis Bay ................................ 213
Hodgson, Charles, Ballina ...........................
267
House, Charles, Rushcutters’ Bay ......................... 280
Hayden, John, Lake Macquarie.......................... 309
Hansen, Christopher, Balmain................................ 282
Joass, James, Raymond Terrace.................. .
Johnson, James, Botany ................................
Johnson, John, Lake Macquarie.....................
Judge, Henry, Hexham .................................
Judge, George, Hexham ......... .......................
Johnson, George, Botany.................................
James, Charles, Botany .................................
Jones, Stephen, Botany .................................
Johnson, William, Chowan-street, Pyrmont.,
Johnson, John, Trialbn
Jordan, Martin, Newcastle.............................
Johnson, Alexander, Trial bn .........................
Johnson, AVilliam, Trialba .............................

287
296
306
59
60
111
112
149
151
225
258
236
235

Kong, Young, Port Stephens .............................
Kelly, Thomas, Wollongong ..............................
Kiesoy, Frederick, Raymond Terrace...................
Kelly, Thomas, Broken Bay .............................
Kempstey, William, Broken Bay .......................
Kelly, George, Balmain ......................................

9
43
51
169
173
176
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Licensed Fishermen—cottUmted.
License No.
Ltcenso No.
Lambert, Thomas, Parramatta ...........................
15
Pollocks, Jas., Newcastle............. ................ ....... 276
Lambert, Thomas, junr., Parramatta...................
16
Parks, A. M., Blackwall ....................................... 303
Lambert, Bernard, Raymond Terraco ...............
55
Lambert, William, Raymond Terrace ...............
56
Richardson, Peter, senr., Double Bay ...............
30
Longsbury, John, senr., Shoalhaven ...................
71
Riohardson, Peter, junr., Double Bay ...............
31
Longsbury, Robert, Shoalhaven ..........................
72
Rutledge, George, Peacock Point, Balmain .......
2
Longsbury, John, jimr., Shoalhaven ..................
73
Ross, Joseph, Newcastle .......................................
77
Lambert, Emanuel, West Maitland ...................
HG
Ross, John, Mosquito Island ...............................
78
Life Ah, Milton .................................................
158
Richardson, William, Botany............................... 107
Lambourne, Henry, Nelson's Bay ...................... 193
Richardson, John, Botany ................................... 116
Lambert, Thomas, Raymond Terrace.................. 247
Rodgerson, John, Woolloomooloo ...................... 119
Leslie, George, Raymond Terrace .......
239
Richardson, Thomas, Ijake Macquarie ............... 134
Lambert, 1)., Rnymond Terrace .......................... 238
Ross, James, Broken Bay....................................... 168
Lewis, Charles, Cardiff,,........................................ 234
Ross, Frederick, Nelson’s Bay ........................... 189
Lewis, John, Newcastle ....................................... 279
Ross, David, Newcastle ......................... ............ 251
Lee, James, Sydney ............................................... 281
Ross, Janies, Newcastle ..........................
231
Lilley, Samuel, Newcastle ................................... 288
Reynolds,
Balmain.......................................... 273
Roms, J., Watson’s Bay ...................................... 293
Masted, Henry, Woolloomooloo...............
5
Ross, William, Eden............................................... 300
Melit, Phillipo, Manly Beach...............................
19
Mayo, Charles, Lake Macquarie...........................
26
Shepherd, Joseph, Broken Bay ........................... 164
Massey, John, Wollongong...................................
41
Shepherd, Jessie, Broken Bay ........................... 165
Massey, Joseph, Wollongong ..............................
42
Sposito, Dominick, 11, Prinoes-street, Sydney ... 266
Morris, James, Mosquito Island...........................
67
Shepherd, John, Broken Bay............................... 166
Morris, Walter, Mosqnito Island .................
84
Sanderson, John, Broken Bay............................... 172
Mildwater, William, Manly Beach......................
92
Strongman, Samuel, Broken Bay ....................... 174
Miller, Samuel, Double Bay ..............................
97
Smith, Charles, Woolloomooloo...........................
34
Miller, W., Double Bay .....................................
98
Sweetman, George, Cook’s River..........................
12
Moloy, Peter, Botany ........................................
156
Sheppard, William, Wollongong...........................
38
Mosely, Joshua, Broken Bay ............................... 1G7
Scott, George, Surry Hills ..................................
45
Moms, Thomas, Botany ....................................... 178
Shearman, George, Goat Island, Newcastle ......
70
Murray, W., Nelson's Bay .................................. 190
Scully, William, Raymond Terrace.......................
74
Mosely, Thomas, Botany....................................... 193
Sparks, John, Botany ........................................... 108
Mosely, William, Botany...................................... 201
Smith, James, Botany........................................... 110
Moriart.y, Joseph, Newcastle ............................... 216
Smith, John, Broken Bay ................................... 113
Marks, Maurice, Belmont ................................... 222
Smith, James, Lake Macquarie ........................... 135
Marks, Henry-, Belmont .....................................
221
Smith, Charles, Lake Macquarie........................... 136
M'Alister, James, Woolloomooloo....................... 124
Smith, William, George’s River...................
139
M'Hughe, John, Woolloomooloo ....................... 203
Smith, Joseph, Botany........................................... 146
M'Clnrc, William, Newcastle.............................. 228
Sing Chum, Milton ............................................... 157
Mahalra, James, junr., Rodfern........................... 285
Silva, William, Watson’s Bay............................... 1G1
Mahahn, James, senr.. Petersham ...................... 286
Sly, Charles, Watson’s Bay................................... 181
Mudge, H. S., Gosford........ .................................. 302
Smith, John, Watson’s Bay................................... 185
Marks, J ohn, Belmont.......................................... 308
Smith, James, senr,, Watson’s Bay ................... 186
M'Kinnon, Alex., Belmont.................................. 304
Smith, James, jnnr., Watson’s Bay ................... 187
M'Clormey, Jas., Woolloomooloo ...................... 291
Slater, William, Forster, Cape Hawke ............... 206
Stanley, Charles, Cardiff'....................................... 233
Nowland, Denis, Burwood ..................................
3
Sheedy, Patrick, jun., Middle Harbour............... 269
Neaves, George, Wollongong ...............................
79
Sly, Charles, Manly ...........................
268
Niohols, Joseph, Woolloomooloo........................... 120
Swooney, Daniel, Belmont ................................... 310
Nowland, Win., Burwood ..................................
4
Sheedy, Patrick, sen................................................ 274
Niohols, Charles, Woolloomooloo ....................... 121
Neal, W., Iron Cove............................................
122
Twooncy, John, Taree...........................................
95
Nichols, Joseph, Woolloomooloo.......................... 123
Thompson, Frederick, Botany............................... 101
Nichols, Charles, Woolloomooloo ...................... 125
Thompson, George, Botany................................... 114
Newton, Frederick, Watson’s Bay....................... 162
Thompson, James, Lake Macquarie ................... 133
Newton, Henry, Watson’s Bay .......................... 163
Thompsett, Charles, Woolloomooloo................... 196
Newton, George, Watson’s Bay........................... 182
Thompson, Samuel, Lake Macquarie.................. 199
Newton, George, senr., Watson’s Bay.................. 184
Thompson, Henry, Newcastle............................... 255
Taylor, William, Fullerton Cove, Newcastle....... 262
Olsten, Andrew, Raymond Terrace ...................
58
Thoroughgood, Thos., Newcastle........................... 277
O'Donnell, Daniel, Newcastle............................... 257
Thomas, Henry, George’s River........................... 283
Pearce, Thomas, Stockton, Newcastle ...............
Poiner, David, Long Cove ................
Poiner, Francis, Long Cove..................................
Palmer, Charles, Hexham ...................................
Palmer, James, Hexham ......................
Potter, Richard, Botany ......................................
Parker, Charles, Botany .......................................
Peel, Robert, Woolloomooloo..............................
Pobigo, Henry, Lake Macquarie..........................
Parker, George, Lake Macquarie...........................
Pierce, Henry, Double Boy..................................
Parker, Joshua, Botauy .......................................
Parker, Henry, Botany........................................
Parker, James, Botauy.........................................
Porto, Antonio, Newcastle ..............................
Philp, A., Raymond Terraco .............................
Poulden, J. B„ Raymond Terrace.......................
Partridge, William, Raymond Terrace ...............
Paterson, William, Newcastle...............................

138—G-

68
36
37
46
44
106
115
118
131
132
142
145
148
202
259
252
242
240
273

Yino, Robert, Double Boy ...................

144

Wilson, Henry, Stockton, Newcastle...................
69
White, Louis, Marrickville ..................
6
Wilson, R., Broken Bay .......................................
13
Wilson, Thomas, Broken Bay..............................
]4
Whitfield, Henry, Ryde .............................
24
Wood, Fred., son., Botany .......................................103
Wood, Stephen, Botany- ....................................... 104
Wood, Fred., jun , Botany ................................... 109
Woodger, Samuel, Lake Macquarie ................... 200
Wiseman, William, Hexham ............................... 250
Whjpps, Arthur, Hexham .................................. 247a
Witchnrd, E , Taree.............................................. 264
Wheeler, James, Manly .............
299
White, Isaac, Lake Macquarie.............................. 297
Ward, Thomas, Newcastle .................................. 278
Young, Ah, Milton ..............................................

159

Fishixc-eoat
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License No-

Ayres, Robert, Grafton..................
All Ohee, William, Port Stephens .......................
Asquith, Joseph, Shoalharen ..............................
Ah Kin, Belmont ..................................................
Ah Young, Swan Creek.....................................
Aakwith, Benjamin, Newcastle ...........................

03
38
87
100
101
159

Brennan, William, Peacock Point, Balmain......
Brownett, Samuel, Lako Macquarie ...................
Bedford, Joseph, Mosquito Island ......................
Bagnell, Joshua, Botany .....................................
Baxter, John, sen., Jerris Bay..............................
Baxter, William, Shoalhayen ...............................
Bryant, George, Raymond Terraco.......................
Brown, William, Raymond Terrace......................
Bagnell, Thomas, Bulahdelah...............................
Barber, Edwin, Wollongong..................................
Buckingham, Thomas, Newcastle ......................
Bell, Frederick, Newcastle ..................................
Bulow, August, Belmont .......................................
Bogan, Robt., Gosford..........................................

1
31
20
51
85
86
129
91
97
105
112
US
151
155

Chapman, James, Raymond Terraco ...................
Consemacker, Henry, Merimbula...........................
Croese, Adrian, Mosquito Island...........................
Cox, John, Broken Bay .......................................
Chamberlain, William, sen., Double Ba3' .........
Courtnay, William, Elliott-etreet, Balmain ......
Campbell, Alexander, Lake Macquarie ..............
Congdon, Samuel, Sydney ...................................
Connatt, George, Grafton......................................
Campbell, Alexander, Hexham ...........................
Campbell, Alexander, Hexham .........................
Cook, James, Moama ....................................
Campbell, George, Newcastle ..............................
Cook, John, Moama...............................................
Coombes, Benjamin, Kiama..................................
Coulten, W. J., Belmont.......................................
Christian, Norman, Smith Town...........................

11
23
17
57
59
81
84
65
92
05
96
161
102
108
127
150
158

Denis, Abraham, Sydney......................................
Drcnnan, Thomas, Lake Macquarie ...................
Deunis, Jacob, Wollongong................................
Derwent, Andrew, George’s River.......................
Duncan, William, Botany............ ..........................
Dingwall, John, Woolloomooloo..........................
Duncan, William, Botany
Dwyer, Cornelius, Moama
Drane, T. C., Gosford
Draper, George, New castle
Dunn, Thomas, Belmont..

22
32
8
54
66
75

Evans, John, Middle Harbour..............................
Edney, John, Cooper-street, Balmain..................
Edwards, John, Lane Cove..................................
Euston, George, Hexham.......................................
Evans, John, Moama..............................................
Emblem, W,, Ulladullu ......................................

30
43
76
113
137
143

Frisch, V., Richmond River......... ........................
Fanning, E., Hunter’s Hill..................................
Foster, Albert, Mosquito Island ..........................
Farrell, Thomas, Watson’s Bay ...........................

35
64
103
144

Glover, Walter, Nelson’s Point ...........................
George, Charles, Goat Island ..............................
Gascoigne, Thomas, Ryde.....................................
George, Thomas, Newcastle..........................
Gidney, William, Newcastle..................................
Goldsmith, William, Botany ..............................
Griffin, William F., Raymond Terrace ...............
Glover, Walter H., Nelson’s Bay ............
Goode, Jamos, Balmain ......................................
George, Thomas, Newcastle..................................
Gascoigne, James, Ryde .......................................

78
12
27
13
16
36
124
125
55
14
26

Hastie, Charles, sen., Broken Bay ......................
Hollis, W., Nelson’s Bay......................................
Harrison, William, Newcastle..............................
Honnor, Edward, Jervis Bay .......................
Hall, Thomas, Raymond Terrace..........................
Hall, Thomas, Raymond Terraco..........................
Hunt, Richard, Mathoura ...................................
Hodgson, Charles, Ballina .................................
Hansen, Christopher, Balmain ..........................
Hanley, Wm., Maclean..........................................

72
122
166
88
110
Ill
116
132
145
160

Johnson, George, Botany......................................
Jones, Stephen, Botany ......................................
Johnson, William, Chowan-street, Pyrmont......
,1 ohnson, Wdliam, Trialba ..................................
Johnson, George, Botany......................................

47
61
63
98
48

Jones, William, Moama ...................
Joass, Jas., Raymond Terrace..........

License No
... 135
... 152

Kelly, Thomas, Wollongong ...........
Kempster, William, Broken Bay......
Kelly, George, Balmain ..................
Kong Fung, Raymond Terraco ......

...
...
...

9
68
74

...

5

Lambert, Emanuel, West Maitland
Lambert, Thomas, Parramatta...........
Longsbury, John, sen., Shoalhaven...
Lewis, John, Raymond Terrace .......

...
...
...
...

128
21
34
134

Morris, James, Newcastle..................
Maxted, Henry, Woolloomooloo .....
Melit, Phillipo, Manly Beach...........
Morris, Walter, Mosquito Island ...
Mildwater, William, Manly Beach ...
Miller, W., Double Bay ...................
Moseley, Joshua, Broken Bay..........
Murray, William, Nelson’s Bay .......
Marks, Maurice, Belmont..................
M’Hughe, John, Woolloomooloo......
M’Clure, William, Newcastle ...........
Mudge, H. S., Gosford......................
Mewett, William, Lake Macquarie ...
Massey, Chas., Wollongong .............
M'Clouney, Jas., Woolloomooloo ...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

94
3
25
18
37
40
73
77
89
82
114
164
149
146
142

Nowland, Denis, Burwood ..............
Neaves, George, Wollongong ..........
Nichols, Joseph, Woolloomooloo......
Nichols, Charles, Woolloomooloo ...
Neal, W,, Iron Cove..........................
Newton, Henry, Watson’s Bay ......
Newton, George, sen., Watson’s Bay

....
....
...
....
....
....
....

2
24
53
41
52
69
80

Overall, John, BeliAont

148

Poyner, Francis, Long Cove........................
Palmer, Charles, Long Cove........................
Peel, Robert, Woolloomooloo ...................
Parker, Geor|e, Lake Macquarie...............
Porto, Antonio, Newcastle ........................
Pearce, Thomas, Stockton............................
Pierce, Henry, Double Bay........................
Parker, James, Botany,..............................
Porto, Antonio, Newcastle ........................
Philp, A., Raymond Terrace ....................
Partridge, William, Raymond Terrace ....
Philp, John, Raymond Terrace ................
Parker, George, sen., Botany ....................
Paterson, Walter, Newcastle ....................
Parks, A. M., Blackwall ..........................

29
19
60
56
121
90
58
83
120
117
104
10
62
156
165

Ross, John, Mosquito Island ..................
Ross, Janies, BroVon Bay..........................
Richardson, Peter, son., Double Bay......
Rice, Joseph, Moama ................... ..........
Ross, W., Eden ........................................
Rouse, Harry, Lake Macquarie ...............

15
71
28
138
163
166

Sposito, Dominick, Princcs-strect, Sydney
Strongman, Samuel, Broken Bay ...........
Smith, Charles, Woolloomooloo ...............
Sweetman, George, Cook’s River...............
Sparks. John, Botany ..............................
Smith, John, Broken Bay..........................
Smith, Charles, Lake Macquarie............. .
Sheedy, Patrick, Middle Harbour ..........
Sheldrake, Fred., Moama..........................
Sheldrake, John, Moama..........................
Shcpperd, Joseph, George’s River ..........
Slater, William Forster, Cape Hawke ...
Smith, James, sen., Watson’s Bay...........
Spencer, Thomas, Moama ......................
Stanley, John, Cardiff ..............................

131
70
33
6
44
49
60
140
157
133
139
107
79
136
99

Tajlor, W., Moama ..................................
Taylor, William, Moama ...........................
Thomas, Henry, George’s River ..............
Thompson, Henry, Newcastle ..................
Thompson, Frederick, Botany..................
Twooncy, John, Taree ..............................

153
130
141
119
42
39

White, Louis, Marrickville ......................
Wbipps, Arthur, Hexham ......................
Wilson, Thomas, Broken Bay ...................
Witchard, E., Taree..................................
Wood, Frederick, son , Botany..................
Wood, Frederick, jun., Botany ..............

4
109
7
126
45
46

APPENDIX!

51

Otster-DeaiiEm’ Licenses,
License No.

Alomndcr, John, Eli^nboth-etrect, Sydney ......
Anderson, Hans, Newcastle..................................
Assenhciiii, I. J., Market-street, Sydney .........

33
62
35

Banbrey, Q-eorge, Tomworth ...............................
Barry, Mrs. ])., Taree
....................................
Black, Charles, Yoss..............................................
Blackwall, Edward, Newcastle..'...........................
Burby, Franets, Albury .......................................

46
]3
70
66
28

Coote, Joseph, Sydney...........................................
Cochin, A. & Co., Sydney.......................................
Christenson, Frederick, 151 George-strcct,Sydney
Comino, A., 36, Oxford-street, Sydney ...............
Clarke, Gtcorgc, 378, Pitt-street, Sydney ...........
Clarson, Samuel, Armidale ..................................

1
17
26
32
41
47

Doyle, William, York and King-streets, Sydney..
Dchetonto, Antonio, 253 Oxford-street, Sydney..
Dickson, Benjamin, Redfem ................. *....... "...
Drassos, Punagioti, Darling-street, Balmain......

£1
7
71
61

Emerson, Albert, George’s River .......................

48

Fernandez Isaac, 186, William-street, Sydney
52
Fitzgerald, John, Goorge-strcet, Sydney ...........
39
Flindall, Ralph, Woolloomooloo............................... 68
Furlan, George, Erekine-streel, Sydney,.............
3
Freeman, John, 114, Oxford-street, Sydney......
31
Gibbins, F. &., 17 and 19, Snseex-etrect, Sydney
Goodier, C. H., Enmore Road..............................
Gotz, Joseph, Albury ..........................................

8
30
44

Hughes, James, Oxford-street, Sydney...............
Ilughos, John, 816, Georgc-stroet, Sydney ......
Halstead, D., North Shore ..................................
Howe), Peter, Glebe Road ..................................

65
23
£7
72

Johnson, Peter Thomas, Wollongong.................
James, Peter, 5, York-strect Markets..................
Jones, W. G. H., Regent-street, Redforn...........
Jackson, Edward, Temorn ...................................

15
40
53
67

Leaves, George, Park-street, Sydney..................

6

License No.
Lane, Leonard, Wagga. Wagga ..........................
16
Melit, Frank, Manly Beach..................................
Malsiniotis, Michael, 75, King-street, Sydney ...
Header, John, Newtown .......................................
Maxwell, John F., West Maitland......................
M‘Coy, John, 52, Market-street, Sydney ...........

18
20
37
36
64

Nickels, George, 513, George-strect, Sydney......
Nobulu, Antonio, Oxford-street, Sydney ...........
Nummelin, John, Woolloomooloo-street, Woolloomooloo.........................................................
Nichols, Frank, Newcastle ..................................

24
25

Ongley, William, Sydney......................................

10

Pannam, George, Paddington.............................
Pierce, William, Goulbnrn......... ........................
Pit.su, Pieri, Livcrpool-strcot, Sydney ...............
Peppered, Hannah, Tamworth ...........................
Pepper, Hannah, Q,ueen-street, Woollahra .......
Price, Chas., 33, Hunter-street, Sydney...............

29
36
38
56
63
67

Roslch, Frederick, Sydney ...................................
Risky, Ellen, Narraudera.......... ...........................
Riley, Joseph, Bathurst .......................................
Reach, H. S., 206, Elizabeth-street, Sydney.......

19
59
60

Silverwood, C., Wagga Wagga ...........................
Sehikel, Henry, 163, Elizabeth-street, Sydney ...
Smith, John, Glebe Point Rood..........................
Stamat, Dirnetes, George-strect, Sydney ...........
Setters, John, Miller’s Point, Sydney..................
Stephens, G-, 94, William-street, Sydney...........
Solari, Lorenzo, 15, Gcorge-street, Sydney ..... .
Stearn, Alfred C,, Windsor..................................
Selligo, Andrew, Woolloomooloo..........................

0
4
11
12
14
34
42
55
58

Walker, Mrs. B., George-strect, Parramatta.,
Woodward, Henry, 85, Caatlereagh-street, Sydney
Ward, Henry, Darling-street, Balmain...............
Wege, Charles, Church-stroet, Parramatta .......
Wilson, George, 48, Regent-street, Redfem......
Watt, Edward, 54, King-street, Sydney...............

5
22
43
49
51
69

50
64

Oysteb-Deebgiko Licenses.

License
expires*
Baxter, William, Shoalhaven ........... 17/2/83
Burns, Henry, Ballina....................... 13/4/83
Bastikis, Nicholas, Wogonga Heads..
8/5/83
Baxter, Wm., Shoalhaven ............... 20/5/83

License
No.
82/ 1
83/ 8
83/12
83/14

License
expires.
16/4/83

License
No.
83/10

Haiser, George, Shoalhaven..............
Haiser, Henry, Shoalhaven...............

2/4/83 83/ 1
18/4/83 83/11

Longsbury, John, senr., Shoalhaven. 31/12/83

Campbell, William, Corunna .......... 20/3/83 82/ 5
Caspear, Theodore, 19, Argyle-street,
Sydney ...................................... 31/12/83 83/ 4
Chapman, Wm., Bormagui............... 24/5/83 83/15a
Donnelly, Demetrius, Wonga........... 12/4/83 83/ 7
Drassus, Punagioti, Darling-street,
'
Balmain.......................................
9/5/83 83/13
Davis, Wm., Shoalhaven ..............
1/6/83 83/16
Emblem, William, Bermagui ...........
Ellis, George, Eden..........................
Edwards, George, Port Jackson.......

Fisher, John, Osford-streot, Sydney

20/3/83

82/ 6

Page, Mary, Onion’s Point...............

13/4/83

83/ 9

Severs, John, Eden ..........................

4/3/83

82/ 3

Templeman, William, Bermagui.......

12/4/83

83/ 6

Wilson, Thomas, Shoalhaven ...........
Warren, William, Edon ...................
Walden, Joseph, Onion's Point......
, Wilson, Thomas, Shoalhaven...........

12/4/83 83/ 5
4/3/83 82/ 4
21/5/83 83/15

83/ 3

' Muratorio, Angelo, Sydney..............

17/2/83 82/ 2
27/3/83 82/ 7
9/4/83 83/ 2
1/6/83 83/17

A 6.
List of fish sold in the Market on the morning of the 14th March, 1883.
Schnapper sold from 15s. to 10s. per dozen; mullet sold from 8s. to 10s. a half basket; bream, from 8s. to 14s. a half
basket; gar-nsh, from 10s. to 15s. a half basket, which contained about 50 dozen, and these were retailed in the streets at 2s
a dozen.
•
There were sixty baskets of fish from Wollongong, almost all mullet; forty baskets from Botany, nearly all gar-fish ;
fire baskets mixed fish from Sydney Harbour ; thirty baskets from Broken Bav, all mixed fish : ninety baskets from Lake
Macguano and Newcastle.
*
‘
A 7.

Mr. Inspector Quinan to The Secretary, Fisheries Commission.
Office of Inspector, Homo Fisheries, Sydney, 13 March, 1883.
It has frequently for the last few months come under my notice that the oysters disposed of by Mr. Clarke, the
lessee of the Port Stephens beds, areof unmarketable size and otherwise out of condition. I wrote to Mr. Clarke some time
ago calling his attention to the character of the oysters taken from his leased beds, and warned him that I should seize the
next shipment if found unmarketable.
I apprise you of this matter, as required by clause 5 of the Special Regulations Appendix, page 44.
T have telegraphed to Assistant Inspector Curan to inform me when the next, shipment of Port Stephens oysters may
be expected and will examine them on arrival.
I have Ac.
'
----------

'JAMES QUINAN,
Inspector.

Mr.
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APPEHDIX.
Mr. Inspector Quinan to The Secretary, Fisheries Commission.

g;r

Office of Inspector, Home Fisheries, Sydney, IB March, 1883.
Referring to my report of the 13th instant respecting the state of the Port Stephens leased oyster-beds, 1 Imre
the honor to inform vou that 1 inspected a consignment to Mr. Clarke which arrived here this morning per “ Lady Bowen
at 6 a.m. Several hags were thrown out on the wharf, and although a good many small oysters and shells were amongst
them I did not feel justified in mating a seizure. This shipment seemed rather bettor than previous ones owing no doubt
to the repeated warnings I sent to the lessee.
„ „
,
■,
,
,
, ,,
, ,
,
I think that Assistant-Inspector Curan should be instructed to go to Port Stephens and send a report as to tho state of
the beds, and prevent the lessee from over-dredging, so as not to leave tho beds in such a state as they cannot he worked under
Royalty at tho termination of his lease.
1 hl"j^£fcg
Inspector.

[To the evidence of Mr. Inspector Quinan, 16 March, 1883.]
B 1.

Copy of Magistrate’s certificate, given under section 25 Fisheries Act, 1881.
Sydney, 22 December, 1882.
I HEREBY certify that I have examined a fishing net shown to mo by Inspector Quinan, said to have been seized by him
under the provirions of the Fisheries Act., 1881, from Thomas Lambert, of Parramatta, of the following dimensions
Bunt, 37 fathoms, having a mesh of 1 inch.
Wings 21
„
„
3 indies.
,
,
lam satisfied that the same is an unlawful net within the meaning of the 11th section of
Fisheri® Act, and^ordcr
FRANK
SENIOR,
J.P.
it to be forfeited to Her Majesty.
Note.—The above net was used for catching all kinds of fish ; the fish also were seized on account of being much
under weight, and distributed to the Charities.
b 2.;
Lawful weights of fish.

f Schnapper or red bream.................................. 16 oz.
j Bream, black......................................................
8 „
ido silver, or tarwhine ............................. 6 „
Black-fish ..........................................................
6 „
Sea-j Rock-cod (black or red) ..................................
8 „
Gurnet ...........................
® »
Flat-head ...................
8 »
Mullet (sea) ......
12 „
h do flat-tail and sand..... ............................
8 u
.
(Cod or Murray cod
Fresh-water -|perch............. J.......

fWhiting

............................................. ....................

Fkmnder and sole ..................... .....................

Pike ........................................ ......................
Travally ..........................................................
Sea] Gar-fish..............................................................
Lobster or erny-fish .......................................
And the female in spawn not to be caught
under a penalty.
^Perch .......................................... ...................
..............................................................
2 lbs.
..................... ............................
8 oz.

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer, 1883,
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1883.
Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

ABOKIGINES.
(REPORT OE'THE PROTECTOR, TO 31 DECEMBER, IS82.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 31 January, 1SS3.

The Protector of the Aborigines to The Principal Under-Secretary.
Sir,
On Ito llth August last I had the honor to send in a Progress Report of the working of this Lakitatoro
Department to that period, whicli Report was laid on the Table of tho Assembly by the Honorable the Augu^Tm*1'
Colonial Secretary, printed and distributed, by which was shown that much useful aid had been rendered
to the aborigines in various parts of this Colony. There was also shown, from a census which had been
taken of the number and sexes (also distinguishing pure-breds from half-castes) of tho aborigines of
Now South Wales, that they wore—
■

Pure-bred adults

....................................................................... 4,99-4!

Pure-bred children (under the age of fourteen years)

...

1,540

Adult half-castes

...

1,108

...

...

...

...

...

Children (under fourteen) half-castes............................................1,271
In all—Adults...
Children

...

...

6,102

..............................

2,S17

Grand total

...

................

8,919—equal to 7,510 statute adults.

A most comprehensive and interesting Return (Appendix B) has, by the kind and useful aid of
the Inspector-General of Police and the officers of his department, been furnished, showing in detail
every obtainable particular in respect of the aborigines all over the Colony.
Since the date of my previous Report we have been able to afford aid to the aborigines in the
districts named below, and of the description also shown herewith, viz.:—
Botany—To the aborigines there have been given boats and gear, fishing-tackle, some clothing,
food, materials for building five houses or huts (special reference hereafter made to this
district).
Casino—Rations ; also medical aid and medical comforts.
Copeland—Application for grant of land for aborigines to cultivate grain, vegetables, frnit, and
to form homes and habitations’; also a supply of agricultural implements, had their land
ploughed for them, &c., &c.
Coonabarabran—Flour, tea, sugar, &c., supplied.
Currumheen—Flour, tea, sugar, &t\, supplied.
Coraki—Flour, tea, sugar, Ac., supplied.
Clarence Town—Flour, tea, sugar, &c., supplied.
Cox’s River^ Flour, tea, sugar, &c., supplied.
Ooonamhle—Flour, tea, sugar, Ac., supplied.
4—A

Denison
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Denison Town—Flour, tea, sugar, &c., supplied.
Dubbo—Flour, tea, sugar, ic., supplied.
Hastings Eiver—Flour, tea, sugar, Ac., supplied.
Jervis Bay—Biscuit or flour, tea, sugar, clothing, knives, tomahawks, cooking-utensils, ammuni
tion, boat and gear, fishing-tackle, &c., Ac,
Lake Macquarie—Supply of rations to old aboriginal woman.
Maitland—Some rations and clothing.
Manero—Flour, tea, sugar, Ac.

'

Moruya—Flour, tea, sugar, clotbiug, Ac.
Milton—Flour, tea, sugar, clothing, Ac.
Macleay Eiver—Application for grant of laud for use of aborigines to cultivate grain, vegetables,
Ac., Ac., to form homes ; also a supply of the necessary farming implements, with rations of
flour, tea, sugar, and some clothing.
Manning Eiver—Flour, tea, sugar, and some clothing.
Hanhuckra—A very fine boat and full gear, Ac., Ac.
Oatlands—Flour, tea, sugar.

Penrith—Flour, tea, sugar.
Picton—Flour, tea, sugar.
Port Macquarie—Application for grant of laud same as that of Macleay Eiver; also flour, tea,
sugar, Ac.; a boat and gear to be sent.
Paterson—Tea, sugar, flour, and clothing.
Pudman’s Creek—Tea, sugar, and flour.
Port Stephens—Boats and gear, fishing-tackle, bread, tea, sugar, and clothing.
Eollands Plains—Flour, tea, sugar, and clothing.
Eyo Park—Provisions (tea, sugar, flour, Ac,).
Shoalhaven—Provisions (tea, sugar, flour, Ac.).
Sackvillc Reach—Bread, tea, sugar, Ac., Ac.
Singleton—Flour, tea, sugar.
Taree—Flour, tea, sugar, and clothing.
Tuross—Flour, tea, sugar, Ac.
Tilba Tilba—Flour, tea, sugar, Ac.
Tomakin—Flour, tea, sugar, Ac.
Tinonee—Flour, tea, sugar, Ac.
Ulladulla—Flour, tea, sugar, Ac.
Wingham—Flour, tea, sugar, Ac.
Yass—Flour, tea. sugar, Ac.
Other districts have since been supplied witli aid of provisions, boats, fishing-genr, Ac., and in no
instance, where application for aid to the aborigines has been made, has there been any neglect, refusal,
or delay in supplying it.
”
From the preceding statement it will be seen that much useful aid has beeu distributed to many
hundreds of the aborigines all over the Colony. I have evidence that this distribution of the bounty of
the Government, among this hitherto neglected people, has been a great comfort and blessing to them,
and particularly so to the old, infirm, and helpless among them.
It is unquestionably necessary that this assistance should be kept up with the purc-bred aborigine
especially. ] maintain the opinion I have’always held with regard to the half-caste portion of the
aborigines, viz, that they should bo compelled to work in aid of their own requirements. They are
well able to do so, having strength, experience, and intelligence to qualify them for it; whilst
I am of opinion that the pure black should he taught, encouraged, and aided in doing something
for his own sustenance and comfort; but as this subject is a large and important one, it will be
for the consideration and action of the Legislature to determine what will be the best and
wisest course to take in respect of support and civilization of the aborigines of this Colony.
And the question of the annual cost of this aid to the aborigines will be a serious one for Parliament. It
will he easily seen that inasmuch as it will cost at the least £20 per head to provide each aborigine with
simple necessaries, and as the census I have had taken shows there arc at least equal to 7,500 statute
adult aborigines iu the Colony, the cost would he £350,000 per annum. Although it is unlikely that all
these 7,500 adults will require aid, yet provision should be made for them - they are entitled to be equally
considered and provided tor all over Lew South Wales.
From some of the districts in tho interior it has been urged upon me that this succour to the
aborigines (and particular!}7 so iu reference to the half-castes) has been productive of ill-effects by
making them indolent and useless, and thereby depriving those places of the very useful labour had from
these men, and w'hcre labour is so scarce and so much needed I have thought it no part of my duty to
interfere with the matter, nor have I ever done so,
I am strongly of opinion that reserves of land should he made in such parts of the Colony, where
it can be conveniently and usefully done, for the purposes of the aborigines, to enable them to form
homesteads, to cultivate grain, vegetables, fruit, Ac, Ac., for their own support’ and comfort. This plan
would be productive of the most beneficial results. "We are progressing with this plan with great promise

of

of success at Copelanclt Lower Macleay, and other places. I have every reason to hope and expect
great success from granting reserves of from 10 to 40 acres of land for the uses of the aborigines iu their
own particular districts, as already indicated in this paragraph, and as shown in the statement of aid
rendered, and of the nature of that aid, vi/,., agricultural implements, ploughing their land, giving them
seed, &c., to sow, helping them to fence in their land, build huts, &c.
I deem it necessary again to state, with regard to the Aboriginal Mission Stations of IVarnngesda and Maloga, that these institutions are the creation of privateenterprise and benevolence, free
of any control or interference by the Government, and, of course, quite outside the power and interference
of the Protectorate. Yet, whenever my assistance has beeu asked by either of the gentlemen who
manage those institutions, it has always been willingly given. I have not always succeeded in my
applications made on their behalf, hut I have at all times tried my best to do so. I repeat that tbe
Mission Stations of Warangesda and Maloga arc private institutions, free of all control by the
Government or the Protectorate. They have recently been the subject of inquiry by a special Commission ;
Laid on the
a report thereof has just been laid on tho Table of Parliament. I need not make further reference to it; Tabic
of the
nor do I deem it necessary to notice herein some correspondence in the Press from one of the managers of Legislative
Assembly, 18th
f he stations, having fully replied to it already through the same medium.
Januaryj 1883,
It having been stated in Parliament and in the Press, in regard to the aborigines located at
La Perouse, near Botany, that they had at times been allowed to suffer from neglect and want of food,
I deem it necessary to report upon that subjcct'fully, and, I do not doubt, satisfactorily.
_ _One of my first anxieties on assuming the duties of Protector was to endeavour to get all the
aborigines away from Sydney and suburbs and hack into their own districts, and I took such steps as
would attain that object. I found some of them had settled at La Perouse, and were anxious to remain
there. They had several boats, by which means—catching fish and letting their boats to visitors—they
were able to earn some money ; they were also at times assisted by some kind friends with food, &c. I
also made arrangements by which they were to be supplied at Botany with flour, tea, and sugar, and duly
informed them of that arrangement. They were able to catch fish and use them for food, or sell them
and purchase meat, so that l did not think it necessary to supply them with meat, nor do we in any district
supply the aborigines with meat as part of their ration. I took the precaution of asking the permission of
the Inspector General of Police to authorize and instruct his officer stationed at Botauy to look after
these aborigines and see they did not at any time be in want of food. I also visited them and
personally explained to them that they should ho properly looked after, and if they were in want of
anything else—clothing for their children, cooking-utensils, fishing-gear, or other necessaries—they
should be supplied with them. They said if I would give them a good boat.—one fit to go to sea—to
enable them to go long distances safely, to catch fish, they could thereby earn enough money to provide
themselves with all they wanted, and would not require any Government rations. 1 had a very first-class
and suitable boat built for them, fully equipped and provided. They are much pleased and cam a good
deal of money with this boat. I also told them they should have a good supply of fishing-lines, hooks,
&c., and need only come to Sydney to get them.
I also made them understand that they were still to he supplied with rations whenever they wanted
them, and they knew that an arrangement had been made with a storekeeper at Botany to issue the
rations to them. To make them more fully understand all this, I wrote them a letter from Sydney to that
effect, I also sent out materials for building houses for themselves—boards, galvanized-iron, tools, &c.,
sufficient to build five huts or houses. They have expressed themselves as being very thankful to mo for
what had been done for them.
A sum little short of £100 has been spent upon these aborigines at La
Perouse within the last few' months. The men are all young, strong, intelligent (some able to read and
write), able and willing to work—they are nearly all half-castes, with half-caste wives, and a number of
children. . There were doubtless occasions when visitors—aborigines from other districts—would cause
their provisions to suddenly run short. They do not, as a rule, keep a stock of provisions, indeed have no
habits of economy in such things. If they were short of provisions at Christmas or any other time, it
was not from any neglect or refusal on my part to supply them ; it could only have arisen from their own
carelessness in not going to the storekeeper at Botany for them ; and I undertake to say the aborigines at
La Perouse will bear me out as to the correctness of tins Report in regard to them.
The state of things, under the issue of the Government bounty, which existed prior to the establish
ment of the Protectorate, was disgraceful in the highest degree. It cannot be fully described, except in
language unfit for this paper, but will perhaps be sufficiently shown and explained in the official reports of
the police authorities, as to the disgusting state of things among the aborigines maintained by this mis
placed charity at the Government boat-sheds at Circular Quay, and at Botany, copies of which reports arc
hereunto appended. It will doubtless surprise those wffio read these reports to know that people can be
found advocating a return to that system ! I also forward herewith a statement showing the expenditure
(as far as w’e have received accounts) to date. ] have had to exercise every proper care in disbursing the
public money, whilst I have not allowed any application for aid to go unheeded. I have reason to hope
and expect that the action of the Protectorate with regard to the aborigines will evoke a feeling of confi
dence and approbation from all those places in the interior where our help, under the bounty of the
Government, had reached them.
I have, <£;c..
GLOEGE THOBNTOY,
Protector of Aborigines.
Sydney, 22nd January, 1883.

Sub-Inspector

and upon the
Tabic Of the
Legislative
Council, 24th
January1 1833.
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Sub-Inspector Johnston to The Superintendent of Police.
Sir,

No. 4 Police Station, 28 January, 18S1.

_ _
I have the honor to report for your information that for some months past a number of
aborigines have been sheltered in the Government boat-sheds on the Circular Quay, and that duriug the
late holidays especially they have been a perfect nuisance, not only in this neighbourhood, but also in many
of the public streets of tbe city, in consequence of their drunken and filthy habits. Several of them have
been recently locked up during tbe night-time for drunkenness, fighting, and riotous behaviour, a state of
things which I need scarcely add has been brought about by the faciliiy with which these unfortunate
creatures obtain money in Sydney, i.e,, by begging and other disgraceful means.
_ In consequence of complaints being made to the police of the noisy and disorderly conduct of the
aborigines in the boat-sheds during the night-time, I caused the matter to be brought under the notice of
Captain Hixson, who at once directed Mr. Poole (the person in charge for the Marine Board) to expel
them from the boat-sheds. This has not been done, as it appears Mr. Poole was under the impression tbe
aborigines were allowed temporary shelter hy the sanction of the Government, and seeing that rations
had been supplied them daily since their arrival in Sydney.
On visiting the boat-sheds this evening I find that several of the aborigines have during tbe past
few days left for their respective districts, but there are still about seventeen (17) lodging in tbe sheds,
amongst whom are five women and four children, blacks and half-castes. They appear to belong to the
Kiama and Shoalhaven District, and have no property with them, with the exception of an old boat which
has nearly gone to pieces, and state that they have left their boats, fishing-lines. ,and seines at Kiama.
I would respectfully suggest that the aborigines now remaining be supplied with a free passage by
steamer to Kiama and Shoalhaven, and the police could see them on board, which I think would be
the quickest and most effectual means of getting rid of them.
I have, &c.,
S. D. JOHNSTON,
--------------------Sub-Inspector.
Sub-Inspector Donohoe to Tbe “Water Police Magistrate.
Sir,

Water Police Station, Sydney, 29 January, 1881.

I most respectfully beg to report for your information with reference to a number of aboriginals
at present living at one of the Government sheds, Circular Quay. I may state -from my own knowledge
that I have known more or less of these people living in a portion of tho Marine Board shed for the last
two years, but they have increased in numbers during the last twelve months. At present they number
eighteen blacks and half-castes, males and females, all huddled together in one sleeping-place. I have
reason to believe that the shed is sometimes used for the purpose of prostitution, as men (Europeans)
have been seen to leave the shed hastily on the approach of the police. One of the half-caste women is
now in gaol, being convicted as a common prostitute. Their conduct of late has been of the worst
description, as they obtain drink about the city, and in their drunken state, when they collect at the
bo at-shed, frequently assault each other in the most brutal manner, and cause crowds of people to
assemble at the boat-sheds. Very frequently of late I have had to send the water police among these
people to restore order, and have brought many of them before the Water Police Bench for drunken and
disorderly behaviour, and also for assault. I consider them a nuisance to the neighbourhood, as they
roam about town by day getting drunk, and wrangle and quarrel all night.
I beg to submit a report from Constable Little, who is constantly on day duty on Circular Q.uay,
and can testify as to these people’s conduct on holiday times.
■
JOBK DONOHOE,
---------Sub-Inspector.
Sub-Inspector Donohoe,—
Wafer Police Constable Little reports, for the information of Sub-Inspector Douohoe, with
reference to the conduct of a number of aboriginals that are located in the Government boat-shed,
Circular Quay:—
The constable has been daily doing duty on the Circular Quay for over twelve months, and it has
been almost a daily occurrence for these blackfellows to come about the Circular Quay begging, meeting
with sympathisers, get drunk, and assault each other, their wives and children, in a most savage manner.
This collects sometimes two or three hundred people, and frequently stopping the public thoroughfare.
Some of them have been locked up and punished—in fact their conduct has been very bad in various
ways, and they are a public nuisance. The constable has bad a great many complaints made to him of
their conduct, from all sorts of society. The constable has seen them pushing in and out of the excursion
steamers while half drunk, to tbe annoyance of passengers, and sometimes endangering their lives by
nearly knocking them overboard. The constable has on a great many occasions had to remove them from
the various places where they misconduct themselves on the Circular Quay.
PBINCE F. LITTLE.

The Inspector-General of Police to The Principal Under-Secretary.
Sir,
No.

si/i7G.

Police Department, Inspector General's Office, Sydney, 1 February, 1881.

In accordance with the Colonial Secretary’s instructions conveyed in your letter dated the
27th ultimo, No. 81,440, I have caused inquiry to be made regarding the representations made by the
Hon, G-. Thornton respecting aboriginals congregated in town, and submit herewith copy of Sub-inspector
Johnstone's report in the matter.*
It is extremely desirable that the aboriginals should as far ns practicable be discouraged from
coming to Sydney ; and although, in eases of sickness or inability to work, it may be necessary to issue
rations
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rations to some of them occasionally, yet I tlmik it n'ould be better to do this in tbe districts to which
they belong. I have always understood that as a rale aboriginals could readily earn a livelihood by
fishing and other pursuits.
_ _
Might I be allowed to suggest the desirability of placing all matters connected with the aboriginals
under the control of one officer or an Honorary Board.
In some districts there are special arrangements for medical attendance upon them, in other
places for the supply of rations, boats, and gear, whilst throughout the Colony supervision is necessary as
regards the issue of blankets.
I have, &c.,
'
EDMUND FOSBER5T,
--------Tuspector-General of Police.
* 81/-779, 3rd February. 81/140. Hon. G. Thornton, M.L.C., 18th January. Drawing attention
to condition of aborigines living at Government boat-shed, Circular Quay, and requesting Water Police
Magistrate’s report on same.—W. P. Neagle, B.C., 27 January, ’81.

The Water Police Magistrate to The Principal Under-Secretary.
Sir,

Water Police Office, Sydney, 15 February, 1881.
In compliance with the instructions contained in your B.C. communication with reference to
the letter of the Hon. G. Thornton, I have the honor to report, for the information of the Hon. the 81-1,127, io r\>
Colonial Secretary, that I find upon inquiry (as stated hy Mr. Thornton) the aborigines camped in the
Government boat-shed “ are constantly drunk, fighting, and swearing”; I understand also that they roam
tho streets all day long begging, and that late at night they return to their camp in a state of intoxication,
where they commence quarrolliug and fighting.
As will be seen by Mr. Sub-Inspector Donoboe’s report (which I have tho honor to forward),
Europeans have, upon the approach of the police, been seen to quit the aboriginal camp at night, where
they (the Europeans) could have gone, it is to be inferred, for only immoral purposes.
Another great objection to these aborigines remaining at the boat-shed or its neighbourhood is the
circumstance of tho men belonging to H.M. war-ships in harbour having constantly to pass and repass
the place on their way to and from their ships, and who might from various causes be unwittingly drawn
into some serious affray with them.
_ _
Mr. Thornton’s suggestion “ that no rations be hereafter issued to any aborigines, except within
the limits of their own particular districts” would I imagine in a measure help to cure the evils com
plained of.
I have, Ac.,
Submitted, 17/2/81.
J. MILBOUENE MARSH, P.M.

Memo, of Inspector-General of Police to Sub-Inspcetor Bonoboe,
Police Department, Inspector-General’s Office, Sydney, 8 July, 1881.
I am informed that aboriginals are camped at tbe boat-shed, Circular Quay, and that white men and boys
go to the camp with liquor, and remain with the women. (See 2 sec. Tag. Act.) I should wish Mr.
Donohoe to pay attention to tho complaint, and report.
E.F.

Sub-Inspector Donohoe to The Inspector-General of Police.
Sir,

Water Police Station, Sydney, 8 July, 1881.
I most respectfully beg to report for your information with reference to the complaint made
respecting the aboriginals camped at the Government boat-shed, Circular Quay. I may state that at
present there are about twenty aboriginal men, women, and children living in the Marine Board portion
of the Government shed, and have been more or less in number there for years past. The Hon. G.
Thornton wrote to the Government some months ago, with a view to tho removal of these aboriginals to
their own districts. I then furnished a full report to tho Water Police Magistrate on the condition of
these aboriginals, which report ’was forwarded to tho Colonial Secretary. I then recommended their
removal from tho shed, as they were found to be a source of annoyance to the public, more especially on
holidays, about the wharfs.
_
These aboriginals roam about town most of the day, and return to the shed at night drunk, when
they fight and assault each other in the most brutal manner, causing crowds to collect at the shed at
times.
_
I frequently send the men from this sfation to restore order among them. They have occasionally been
arrested and punished for drunken and disorderly behaviour, and been arrested in a drunken state convey
ing liquor to the shed. One of the half-caste women was sent to gaol a short time ago as being a common
prostitute. The Water Police have seen men (Europeans) leaving the shed hurriedly, but never in tho
camp with the blacks, at night-time, Tbe men on leave from tbe ships-of-war generally return to their
vessels close by this shed, and may sometime cause a disturbance with the blacks,
’
I would therefore suggest their removal from the shed, more particularly as the Detached Squadron
■will he in port in a few davs.
■'
JOHN DONOHOE,
Sub-Inspector.
Will Mr. Donohoe see the Hon. G. Thornton and make a suggestion where these aboriginals
should be removed to Are they supplied with Government rations?—E.F.
Sub-Inspector Donohoe,
10 J uly.
Sub-Inspector
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Sub-Inspector Donohoe to The Inspector-General of Police.

^
Water Police Station, Sydnev, 12 July, 1881.
i ci i ^ would further beg to state that I waited ou the Hon. (x. Thornton this morning respecting
the blacks camped at the boat-sheds. Mr. Thornton said that he took it as a compliment to him the action
taken by the Inspector-General in the matter, and, as he had already brought the whole subject under the
notice of the Colonial Secretary, he would now suggest that the Inspector-General write to tho Colonial
Secretary at once, urging the necessity of the immediate removal of these aboriginals to their own
districts, where they might be allowed rations, and not in Sydney.
JOHN DONOHOE,
Sub-Inspector.

Memo, to The IV ater Police Magistrate,
Police Department, Inspector-General’s Office, Sydney, 15 July, 1881.
Will the Water Police Magistrate instruct Sub-Inspector Donohoe to attend to this matter at
once.
EDMUND FOSBEET, I.G.P.

Sub-Inspector Donohoe to The Inspector-General of Police.
Water Police Station, Sydney, 15 July, 1881.
I beg to state, that with a view to carry out the instructions contained in attached papers, I
went to the blacks camp at the boat-shed yesterday and offered passages by steamer to any of them that
would go to the districts they belonged to. None of the aborigines appeared nulling to leave Sydney,
and on being told that they would not be allowed to camp in the boat-shed, about ten iu number went at
once to the North Shore, an equal nuaiber went to Manly, and one wished to go by train to Cootamundra.
I sent a constable with him to obtain a passage, but the constable missed him on tho road, and I cannot
say whether he went or not.
The boat-shed is now clear of aborigines, and I recommended Mr. Poole, the person in charge of
the shed, not to allow them to camp there in future.
I think some of the blacks will accept the offer I made them in a few davs.
JOHN DONOHOE,
-------Sub-Inspector.
Forwarded to the Inspector-General of Police.—J. Milboujik'e Marsh, W.P.M., Ifith July, 1881.
Will the Inspector-General of Police be so good as to report whether the aborigines have been removed
from the Government boat-shed.—B.C., 24/S/81.—C.W.

Sub-Inspector Donohoe to The Water Police Magistrate.
®‘r>

Water Police Station, Sydney, 24 August, 1881.
I do myself the honor to report for your information that the aboriginals who wore camped
atthe^xovernment boat-sheds were removed on the 14th July last, as stated in my report attached of
15th July. ISoiiG of the blacks have since returned to the sfjeds.
"
I have since furnished water-passages by steamer for seven of the number who have gone to their
diatncts, viz,, three Hunter, two .Kiamn, two Ula-warra.
'
JOHN DONOHOE,
-------Sub-Inspector.
Forwarded to tho Inspector-General of Police—J. Mii/boubhe Marsh, W.P.M.
The Inspector-General of Police reports that all the aboriginals have been removed from the
I GP™111611*' )0a^S”et^
Forwarded to the Principal Under-Secretary,—Edjiusd Fosbeht,

The Protector of Aborigines to The Principal Under-Secretary.
®'r>

Sydney, 18 January, 1881.
I feel it my duty to bring under the notice of the Honorable the Colonial Secretary a dis
graceful state of things whicli has existed for many months past, and now still going on. I allude to the
fact that a number of aborigines (about thirty, 1 am informed) from various districts iu tho interior and
coasts of this Colony blacks and half-castes—men and women—are living in the Government boat-sheds
on the Circular Quay, supplied with food and rations by the Government, but are constanily drunk,
nghfciu" cursing and swearing, and doing much worse than these. They are a public nuisance, are
demoralized, and fast destroying themselves by drink and its horrible accompaniments.
Many of these people have had boats, fishing-lines, seines, &c., &c., supplied to them by tho
Government, m their own districts ; they have abandoned the boats, &c., left them to be destroyed, beiiif
attracted to Sydney, and encouraged to remain here, by having shelter and rations given to them.
°
There is not one person left of the Sydney or Botany tribes, nor has there been one for some years.

I venture to suggest that it be ordered that no rations shall bo now or hereafter issued to any
aborigines except within tho limits of their own particular districts. Kind friends can always be found—
a clergyman, police officer, &c.—in every district to willingly and gladly undertake the duty of issuing the
rations. This course would perfectly remedy the many evils now existing among them in Botany, Sydney,
&c., and would be tho greatest blessing to the poor creatures themselves.
It will scarcely be credited, I am sure, that such an abominable state of things now exists with
these people in Sydney and .Botany, and especially at the boat-sheds, Circular Quay.
I would also suggest that my letter be referred to the Water Police Magistrate. Sydney, for inquiry
and his report thereon. 1 feel certain that his report will at least confirm my statement and Toad to a
quick remedy. I respectfully urge upon the Honorable the Minister that it is a great, a serious mistake,
and is productive of the worst consequences—the issuing of rations to the aborigines in any place outside
of their own particular districts—and should be immediately discontinued. I. claim to have a good
knowledge of tho people, and to bo second to no one in tbe Colony as their friend, and one desirous of
having kindness—useful kindness—douc to them.
I have, &c.,
Gh THOBNTON,

Police Eeport on Botany Blacks, 27th December.—Senior-constable John P. Byrne to Inspector Waters.
Botany Police Station, 28 December, 1882.
SjcxroE-Constable Byrne respectfully reports for the information of Mr. Inspector Waters, with
reference to the aboriginals at La Perouse being in want of food. On the above dale Senior-Constable
Byrne, accompanied by Constable Graves, visited their camp, and from inquiries made from the aboriginals
found they had not been, nor were they at present, in want of food, but on account of a number of
aboriginals from different places visiting them during Christinas holidays, their stock of provisions would
have been inadequate bad not Messrs. Hill and McBlhone supplied them with a quantity of meat and
bread. The senior-constable begs to state that on tbe (5th inst., Boot and Dixon were each supplied with
■8 lbs. flour, 2 lbs. sugar, f lb. of tea. On the ILth inst. Timber!? and Edwards wore supplied with the
same quantities. Again, on the 23rd inst., Boot, Dixon, Titnberly, and Edwards each received 8 lbs. flour,
2 lbs. sugar, £ lb. tea. At this time they stated they were not in want of food, but being so near Christ
mas tho senior-constable thought it advisable to supply them with some provisions. The senior-constable
desires to add that it is a well-known fact that when a stranger visits their camp they complain bitterly
of the want of food, with a view to obtain money for the purpose of purchasing liquor, as every time they
visit Sydney ou their return to Botany they arc more or less under the influence of drink.
JOHN P. BYENE,
Senior-constable.

Eeport of Senior-Constable Byrne.
Police Station, Botany, 17 January, 1883.
Senior-Constable Byrne begs most respectfully to report for tbe information of his officers that he lias
been stationed at Botany for over two (2) years.
In tbe year 1881 there were abont fifty (50) aboriginals, all told, in the district. They had two (2)
camps—one (1) at La Perouse, the other on the reserve at Botany. The chief camp was at La Perouse,
where there were abont thirty-five (35) ; the remainder, about fifteen (15), were camped on tbe reserve.
They were continually going to and fro from one camp to the other, and were occasionally visited by
aboriginals from Wollongong, George’s Eiver, and Burragorang. During this year, when they received
rations, nearly all visited Sydney, when they received an order from the Hon. E. Hill, M.L.C., for the
supply of same. This took place about every Saturday, and generally on (heir return to camp the majority
would be in a semi-state of intoxication, and the senior constable noticed that many of them returned
without rations, having either sold or lost them on the way. It was on one of those occasions, vix.,
May 7th, 1881, the aboriginal Bundong fell from the roof of a 'bus and was killed.
At this time there was a large number of young girls iu the camp ; and about the month of August,
Mr. Matthews, of the Mission Station at Maloga, visited the camps and persuaded the greater portion of
the females (some of whom had husbands) to remove with their husbands to the station at Maloga ; this
they did, and tho camp on the reserve was shortly after broken up. Up to the time of Mr. Matthews’
visit they very seldom done work of any kind, and their conduct was a great nuisance to the neighbour
hood of Botany inconsequence of their intemperate habits, quarrelling with each other in camp ; and again,
a number of young men (Europeaus) used to visit the camp for immoral purposes ; these people, it is
presumed, gave them money which they spent in drink. The senior constable frequently visited their
camp with a view to detect the intruders (Europeans), but they were always warned of Ms approach by
the aboriginals or their associates.
During tbe whole of the year 1882 there was but one (1) camp, viz., at La Perouse, and the average
number of aboriginals there lias been about twenty-six (2G) all told. They still occasionally have been
visited by their countrymen from Wollongong, G-eorge's Eiver, and Burragorang. The male portion
follow the occupation of fishermen, and are supplied witli several Government boats for that purpose.
Their gins assist to earn a living by making shell baskets, which they sell in Sydney and the suburbs.
The senior eoustable is not aware whether they were in receipt of Government rations or not,
but on the 23rd August he received, through his Inspector, an order from the Hon. G*. Thornton, M.L.C.,
to supply them (the aboriginals) with provisions, should they at any time be in want through bad
weather, &c. On the following day the senior constable visited the camp and had them supplied with
rations, and informed them of the instructions he had received, and told them should they at any time be
short of food to apply to him and he would immediately attend to their wants; but, although they
perfectly understood him, they have not up to the present applied more than five or six times altogether.
He may mention that he supplied them with rations personally at Wiggens’ grocer shop, on Botany Eoad,
on Saturday evening, 23rd December ; the supply was tea, sugar, and flour.
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The senior constable desires to state that, as the camp is distant about five (5) miles from Botany,
he can only occasionally visit them, consequently he has only a limited acquaintance with their habits,
&c., but tliis be can say they are able-bodied and well able to work if they were so inclined, hut on tho
contrary they appear to be of a very idle disposition, and are all of intemperate habits.
JOHN k. BYRNES,
--------Senior Constable.
Forwarded to the Inspector-General of Police. Senior-Constable Byrnes having frequently visited
tbe Aborigines’ camp bas of course a better knowledge of their condition and circumstances than the
officer in charge of the division.—Gr. Rea:), Supt., 18/1/83.
Forwarded for the information of the Protector of Aborigines, in reply to his letter of the 12th
instant.—EDiinirD Fosdeet, T.G-.P., B.C., 18 Jan., S3.
The Protector of Aborigines.

The Protector of Aborigines to Mr. J. Disson.

Sir,

Sydney, 6 October, 1SS2.
I address you for tbe aborigines now at La Perouse, to let you know' X have sent out to your
camp a case of galvanized iron roofing, about 110 sheets 8 feet long, with the ridge-capping, screw's, &c.,
to form the roof of the new huts you wish to put up. The huts should not exceed 15 feet wide from
outside to outside, so thal the 8-feet sheets will allow a little overlap ; and of course this iron must only
be used for roofing. If you ivant any further help iu completing tho huts let mo know, and, if reasonable,
I will give it to you. I would like to see the huts put up as soon as possible. 1 have also ordered a new
and very suitable boat to be built for you, with sails, oars, eentre-board, and everything complete, but
cannot get her finished iu less than a month.
I also wish the old women (aborigines), and those who have children, at La Perouse, to got a
weekly ration of 8 lbs. flour, 2 lbs. sugar, 4 ozs. tea—children half rations—from the grocer who supplied,
the last. I hope to go out again soon to see you all, and will let you know when I am coming.
Yours truly,
GEO. THORNTON,
Protector of Aborigines.

M’r. J. G-. Coolc to The In spec tor-General of Police.
Sir,

Aborigines Protectorate Office,. Colonial Secretary’s Department, 23 August, 1882.
There arc some aborigines, half-castes, &c., encamped near La Perouse, Botany, who have
been supplied by tbe Government with boats, Ac., but it may happen duriug some continuance of bad
weather, or from other causes, they may at times be in want of food, I am requested by the Protector
of Aborigines to ask your usual kindly assistance in such matters, by causing instructions to be given to
tbe officer of police stationed at Botany, that be will visit them occasionally, and not allow them to Buffer
from want of food, but doing anything promptly in respect of same in any ease of necessity arising. Any
food so supplied shall he duly paid for by this Department, aud also to instruct the officer to report now
and then as to the condition and behaviour of these people.
I have, &e.,
'
T. GETHIN COOTE,
Secretary.

APPENDIX A.

APPENDIX A.
From Aboriginals "William Foot and others to The Protector of tbe Aborigines.
La Perouse, 20 .January, 1883.
Mr. George Thornton, Protector of Aborigines,—
We have written a few lines to you that Mr. Thornton was good to us so far, for he gave us
all that we wanted from him—that was the tin [galvanized iron roofing] and timber, and the tools ; so
that Mr. Thornton gave us all that we applied to him for. As for the food, we used to get it when it was
bad weather, for we did not apply to Mr. Thornton for weekly food ; for if we had applied to him,
perhaps we would have got it long ago ; and the boat we got too from Mr. Thornton ; he did not refuse
us anything that was.
WILLIAM FOOT,
WM. ROWLEY,
CHARLES EDWARDS,
JOSEPH DIXON, and
TIMBERLY.

That is all.

APPENDIX B.
The Secretary to the Protector of the Aborigines to The Principal TTnder-Sceretary.
Aborigines Protectorate Office,
Colonial Secretary’s Department, Sydney, 12 September, 1882.
Herewith, by desire of the Protector of the Aborigines, 1 Iteg to hand in, for the information
of the Colonial Secretary, a supplemental statement in regard to the Aborigines, showing—
1 & 2, Ages—sexes of Aborigines and Half-castes.
3, How employed!
4-. If in need of Government aid, why ? and in what shape most requisite 1
A If provided with fishing boats by Government or otherwise. If so, condition of boats and gear,
and whether properly cared for ; also, what subsistence earned thereby 1
G. If any of the Aboriginals or their children receive instruction 1 If so, from whom, and to
what extent?
7. If all supplied with Government blankets? If issue necessary, or in any way misappropriated?
8. If in need of supply of clothing by Government ?
9. If addicted to habits of intemperance ? If so, where liquor usually obtained by them, and
suggestions for checking if practicable ?
10. How medically attended when sick?
11. Any special information regarding race likely to be of use and interest in considering their
condition, and the replies which have been obtained from these inquiries.
Sir,

I have, itc,,
T. GETHIN COOTE,
Secretary.

4—B

900
10

Number of Half-castes in Sub-district.

Men.—Ages.

Diltriut, Police Station.

Southern,. Bungouia ...
Braidwood ..
Bungendore ..
Buckley’s
Crossing.
Begs ..........

j

Women.—Ages.

Women.—Ages.

Men. —Agos.

;
i
Between Between Over Between Between Oxer i-3 Total. BctwceuiBctwecn Over BelweciiiBetwccr Over
20 & 40 1 40 & 00 60 20 & 40 j 40 & 00 00
1
20&40 40*60 60 20 & 40 40^00 60
years. \ jears. years. years, j years. years.
years. years. years. years. years. years. 5
i
.. 1 ....
..
....
..
..
..7
1
i
1
1
6 24
4
....
3
5
3
7

Bomb&la ....
Bateman's Bav
Binda...........
Campbell's
Springs.
Cobargo.......
Coo ma .......
Collector ....
Crookwoll....
Candelo.......
Delegate ....

i

3

i

’2

How employed, Of supported ?
(Detail as far ns practicable.)

3 Station woik ..........................
4

Some Ashing, others as labourers

1 At tow-mill.....................
[Tracker in the Police Force
. . , ....
.... | . ..

i
s

|Total.

2

.... ! ..

11

2

1

... I ..

1

Children.

Number of Aboriginals in Sub-district.

1

is

39

1

1

B

13

1

i Laboui'cr, supporting family ....

.... i
i ! ....

2 Hunting, droving, ami mustering
cattle.

i

2

Eden ........

1 Two men employ cil at Hreeu CaiJO

Light-house; get each ,•*-(» per{
inoitth and mtiotib. Italf-eafftc
employed stock-riding and

]
Coulbuni ....
Kiandni.......
Marulmi ......
Mongarlowe....
Morangarell

Cattle*<irjvijig.

i

1

Shepherd ...........................

i Married to a white man ......

i
1

2

4 ..

5

41

0

2

0

3

5

2

3

i

1

Major’s Creek
Arabian ,,, ..
Moruya.......

10

0

2

C

a

Montreal ....

x

3

i

1

i

Nunitybellc ..
Michelago....
Nelligen.......

i

i

i

3

llesidc at Exeter Fnnn, Jembai*
cmnbene.

1

3

i

3

2

4

i

,

10

2G Tliree lialf-castes woiking for

■

14

20 Principally fishing. One of the

7

wages.

aboriginals and two of the half
castes arc labourers, earning
wages sufficient to keep them, 1

10

Turn Uron-n anil fnmil)', h»lf-calle\
Piim]D)<-il iu KfUitlp limb-LT iind iraltlt
hark. jUifjili.iin nni] DunnKl, with
Ui^lr timilipfi, lire pnneijially bj fish
Ini' ami b:irk-itii|iplTn;, nitli occa
ilonal odd jtdiB from sctlli re.

Panbula........
Queanbeyan..
Seymour __
Tuena.........

i

2

Femora........
Taralga........
Tarago ........
*\ heeo ......
Yuss ..........

2

2

2

Youug

c

3

4

Murray *4 Corowa .......

Grey Grey ...
Gcrogen ...
Germnnton .
How tong . .
Hanging Kock
Jugioiig.......
riinibo rumba
Junec...........
Kyamba.......

2 Tlie half-cafetfi as horse-breaker.

two men as labourers, one as
gcneiul servant.

..

1

2

is

13

3

17

2

15

1

1

2

i

2

4

Adolong........
Albury .......
Gundagai ....

i

3

6

6

11

42

34

7

11

Mon conorallj oniplojcd nt bu^li wort
or ■Oiophefdmjr, women cm^lojei
cashing or acrubbiug

stripping bark, hunting, fishing,
others boundaiy-riding
The settlers net with generosity
towards them on all occasions.

1 TIorsebroaking. Women in 1^*
ging and washing.

1
2

7

3

1
12

goona.
Some of the men work at
harvesting.

...
........

....

i |

io

1

....
17

2

i

..
|

'"

1

"

J
Employed
as a servant............
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j
If proudod
| with fishing-boats by
1f any
I
If addicted to habits of
Government, or of the Aboriginals
If ail supplied
If in need
Any special
or with
intemperance?
otherwise9
Government
'
| Information regarding
of Government aid,
their
children
If so, whore liquor
If
in
need
Jf so^ocmditionofboats rceei\c instruction?
How
nicdicallv
iraec,
likely
to tie of use
why? And in
usually obtained
and pour, and
JJL0'^i,,ns
attended when sick ?i
rind interest
what bhapc most , whether
If so, from whom, It in any wav or 0'OT’
by them,
projierly
\ l)> ^°^eriime,jt ■
I
in
cimsfderiug
thoir
requisite?
ami to what
and suggestions for
I cared for; also, what
misiipproiuiatcd?
f
condlUon.
extent?
cheeking, If practicabie.
\ subsistence earned
I
thereby.

No ...........

Nil .......................... Nil

.No ...........

iOnr boat on Ufga IIispt No
i u'tKl by obcn^iiiah fi«sk1 Isg Tiilh Inic-t mill hool.'i
1 Jip boat rrquirca repair®
and painting.

No ..

,No

No

Not required

No‘!

No

Tin? nboriglml gul1? go
to scbool dailr.

Yes............

NO

Yes; clothing ,

No boats

None

Yes.

Yes .

Yes.

Yes; children and^* Tho aien, one h'lir- Nil.
carte, on? woman drunkold people.
nnlv l.iqunr obtoin?d from

No, not necessary .. No ......

No .
By their employer.
Vcf. issue ncucssaiy. Tlic old men and A few of the old men By the Government Seninr-conUabie Cburch hegi
nuggCbt that a fiilurig-Dft
Not aware of any women require | and women arc addie- Medico] mm 3)rJ to
be supplied to tin- abor
being1 mis'ippro* wann clothing
Shcil,
iginal1* ; also, ft. giant of
priated.
winter
bind on llvipi HhCr (it} 40
Oui fa) lo cai h faiml).

No ....................... Yc*. liont m fnir condition, No
alsocenr They arc very
catoifst ConsiderAble
gums tarnrd with bnnt,

By doctor.

Yps, Thin obtain UqudrfrOm
tii^ inliabit&nli uf llomliala
and Delrgato Police endcnOu: to tiherk it.

Dr. Watson, of Bom- No,
Iwtla,

puhlic-houal® by wlutr
men & MOitifn (drunkard')

No ..........................iNot roquired

No .

Nil.

K<T " “!! ‘‘.

IntcniiiiTAlc oci'itionallr,
get* drink from liei 'lui®band.

Not known.

boats m this portion
No; all very well off Four
aboriginals imd two Yes, ISSUC necessary No
Of district m fair order, Two
nro instmc^
Dtld properly cared for. half-i'uilcB
ted by Mr. Hennctt.
ImposEibiL to say what I'uMlo
Sibool tc.iclwr

Yes, wherever they can Dr. Boot, Moruya .. Tbe half-castes in llm district
are rcnitirkAbly wrll off, and
get it, but do not
rjin ram the same wage* n»
often get a chance,
Kurnprans 'Thchilf-casict

Not required

they e^rn
Tbree aboriginals very T»0 '■uyplird \»Tth boftl^ None
old. AjiI ivould bo re- wbudi art in good con
[unite in the slmpc of dition Sobsi'tenqfl earned
uud end clothing
piiRupally C>-|j\cg.

Yes.

No

Three in need ,

No .

?

Tom Brown & family Abraham is well taken No
very much in need care of and in good
of d boat to aid condition at the
them in earning a present time.
living.
.

Nil

Nil

A limit eight in nred nfjfo

Gfnerammt lotions
Tbrcc old women, one
blind man, .md four
ehddren.
It vnuld br difficult to
sugghat In w)nt shape
Coicrninrnt md Mould
bo of acrrirn when
there arf so few, and
theie scatterrd thioiigb
Uirgr dtstilcts, nnd not
p#rmo nentty located
m any jikiee,

No; not required

No ............
Yes. Some land to Not provided
cultivate, Thoysav
the} arc driven
away by owncm of
land.

NO

Narull, ipe Gfi, Neddy, age
CO. The twolavt-nMned are
uiuiWe lo walk,

Yes. Issue necessary, No
mid not misappro<
printed.

Nil

Three nr four hnlf-cri'-tt
citls- und ti\o hoy® hnviln'cn nducatod nt tlie
Catholn' -(.'hools, ^ ass

, iffncmlly we the hunt*.

None receive medical The namtii of those receiving
Ginernnie-nt ui<l ire at.
attendance.
follows r—Mernman, agrCfi;

Fiddly in alts art, if lh«y
can gel liquor Supponeii
to be got oeeaMonAlly n ben
em|»loyed by uhiteb,

None

Tom Uronn (half-inetr), wife,
nnd sn?n children, (ngos
frnm 2 fu ^ 1 venrfl), living im
tbe Clyde Ith-er, are very
Industrious Hove applied
to Police Magistral*' for a
Government boat to
them in getting a living,
'i he mliPTs hni? no aetilFd
place of abode fur any limp.

Not much

Jimenects-R-irr. In
n fi if chic* bliUikete
in\ c bum told.

Nothing furthoi than Yes, with few exceptions. By a doctor
chey are already Generally frotupubticreceiving.
’ liouscs.

No.

Nd>, llicre arc no iboi- Xot .ilirni# Tboie
inft*t nmt thoj orO When iuik, nud it is (
each black, and Torbuttin-t luic
ivinal clulilrnn in thei sn.-ral poor cro.itures Yes,
tnoun mn|pi known to the police,
tlie r.nil frm lies «Im
Ihibbo district, And UlC at
•* Mormifi'ircll
HJ
wmild nnl the patient or pilients
Ift^t. particularly
hslf-ia^tc chihlrcn fire yo«i v, liu
linin', children would re l,iki qnrltA 'I tw liquor i' rrceivc medicai attenSO cm umsUnrrd that for llip rrasnn that no quire asuitof warm obtidruil prun i)nilly > iIiiiii*' froin (imiwumstruition v-oukl be bl-iiiloii mr srat to tin clothing for the ]iublic-huu»cs, homfiimff ment Medicil Cflic-r,
impOs'-iblf.
front hUnipealu5, Tilm tiiki nt Lbu msl me? in :ilf
Younrr snb-diBlnct.
winter.
it h> Uieir i.nupg. 1 do uoi cases of itic police
Sorili' of limbi' abor
tlnnk theiciH nnitiiodc hi Many cairs tcc<ivi'
igiunU in this ri'iimL

No ..
None

bavr* known blocks in the
Dmutwood and C’mst dis
tricts very mtollrgetit, who
hate bn. n imd row am
vx.’ellent ftirm Inhoiirers,
and vvbo^e aApiMilicns at all
limes were to be allowed
home land which they might
rail their own in reAhty ,
n lib'll dilnk to 'thr nbor tnnnv romfort^ and which they might tiiltmit*l-CM'lir kluir blanki't'N
at-Gundagai. The Ul«ni^lnrs cuuld be ibccked.
|irii\Uioritt unlil quite utimoh sled for the u*« of
l.eth nf IntL ipua pupstrong
thcmiflvtu
and their fam
pllrd to the fil irk® nrc
ilies ; and where the almr■ifan inforiiii descrip
mmes
of
tbe
surrounding
tion, m Honif- cat^
do-iricti might mcrtpciiodiiHilli-Ciitui and um-Icsslenllj, for th® purpose of
bold i Rg rOrolxirersandotlinr
rxliiluriting games.
All supplied .
Diflerent times of the year
All aildictal. Secretlj
when bhu'Vs muster ot
supplied bj travelled
f.nrnuii, there tir« nbout
and othei'S.
tunlve or fiflBrn asking for
blanket!,, None rCeidi' near
CorOMu,
No.
No
No .
Attended by fnmilj
pi'actitioner.
All supplied. Issue Yes, the women aud 'h'i v little, but they no doubt Police lock after TlierO are two tribes. A ptecc
h obtuin liquor nl them.
ofland On the river forturh,
neccsvin, and not children are verv simictliiii
Imsli
puliht-liOUsi
ft,or
from
where they could make
misap]>]ieii.
miserable iu winter
llrinkilig .it ttiili
homes, and the men cul
pint i a, bnl I hi'} Imie been
tivate ami uinylov themproci-cutpd b) tbe iiolici
siHes. the gins at fin|iini,
whrn Midenee wts furth
aluiuld tliny be supplied
coming,
with bontft. Proper boat
ebedhOn hlgli ground Would
in? n«?*sarjr.

Not necessary ,

No

NO ,
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Number of Half-castes in Sub-district,

Number of Aboriginals in Sub-district,

Men.—Ages.

Women.—Aj.Tes.

Men.—Ages.

District Police Station

Women.—Ages.

Total. Between Between Over Between Rotwccr ] O'er ] 5 Total,
Between Be tween i Over Between Between Ckqt E
20 & 40 40&G0 ! 60 , 20 & 40 :40&(H) GO 1 E
20 & 40 40 & GO 1 GO i 20 & 40 40 &G0 | 60
years. years. you s. ' years. 1 ears, years. JZ
years. years. years. 1 >eart. yeans. lycars. O
O
Murray . Mulmria.*....
Nnrmiulem ..

'a

"*2

*’ i

" fi

i

'2

1

"2

20

'2

1

The Quarries.
Reedy Hat ..
^h^pherd^towu .
Tarentte __
Tuumt ......

1

How employed, or supported?
(Detail as far as practicable)

Two men as trackers. The other
men and women live and are
employed at Midgcon am
Bucknigbong Stations.

One iHKindary-rider, one shepherd

1

Wiana...........
Wagga Wagga

Wolbtindrie .
Eastern .. Rerrima . ...
Camphclltowu

'2

2

....

i Farm labourers and domestic ser
vants.

■

Camden.......

i

3

•

1

11

3

^ 11

KLuna __

2

2

Liverjwol ....

a

2

Milton .......

13

8

Piefon ........

i

...
....

7

North*
western.

o

i

2

2

3

3

A

3

o

3

Penrith.......

Parramatta ..

1

4

1

1

....
" *7

5

'"s

"‘5

2

Windsor.......

5

1

1

0

Wtillabodah ..
Tamuortli....

5

2

i

5

1

1

iurrunindi ..
tIrunncd&h__

18

VestCoonbi .

3

1

2

10

29

Men and bo vs occasionally cmployed by fanners. When not
employed engaged fishing.

12

3

2

S

1

S

17

Fishing, hunting, and gathering
wild honey.

B

31

3

0

0

2

16

20

Oyfttering, fishing, stripping bark.
and some Marking for tho
farmers.
-

2

11

0

1

5

3

26

37

l\irm liboiirfra, stock-riders. Some
nOmfti a* ilumfEtic Sfruinit.'rasliluz.
<$-r Moi-t oJ the fhmUjps llic on ji
fmm nt Cox’s Hivpr, purolia^od for
them bv the Rev. C Dillon, a Homan
Lnlbolio pricsl,

3

3

55

S3

3

2

2

28

CO

G

20

7

20

Somerton .. .
^nirindi ....
bundle .......

Homilla..,.,.

i

1

1

2

G

2

6

81

2

"io

"2

' 13

4

3

6

4

12

2

3

....

3

Most of the halfwastes are cm]>loycd.
The Jervis Bay people live by
fishing and Government rations.

1

1

51

73 sOtnn f.iml iHhourtirl, sonic bush-work,
ijilittiiijr, &C. loung women AS dutne«tic jeninti. Snme of tht men
earn jjooil wmros iitid. are v^rjrattentlu. Iu thnr labour

4>

2

1

1

8

io

Tlie woman ig married to a white
man; are employed as
domestic servants; the man is
a general servant

2

1

7

10

4

4

6

14

Two male aboriginals employed
as shepherds. One male
half-caste as stockman, other
burning off timber.
One Police tracker; one station
hand.
On cattle and sheep stations.

2
s

Employed at Camden Park.......

2 Apprenticed to masters by parents

A

2

Wollongong ..

IS

1

1

1

2
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If yu'ovidcd
f
with ii&liingr-boata by j
|If addicted to habits of
If all supplied
Any special
°r «' th»
Aboriginals or with Government
JF in need
intemperance?
information regarding
othomiao!
thoil.
If
in
need
If so, where liquor
of Govommemt aid, [f S0> coHd,t,o„ of beta ,.^^^1,“ on ?
blankets ?
race,
likely
to be of use
How
medically
supply of clothing
usually obtained
why? and in
If issue ncccsbary, or of by
and interest
and smr imil
, ]f frnuI ,v, ;
attended when sick?
Government?
bj
them,
what shape most
in
any
tsay
in considering their
wiiothnr proporb 1
• what
•
and• to
lurjuibitc.
and suggestions for
misappropriated?
cmed for; also, wnat
condition.
extent
checkin:;, if practicable.
subsistence earned
thereby.
:Year]y blankets only None lequired

No

No

None

Yes, sonic of the No, plenty supplied Some of flic men and -iromcn The pCTfeon by vkoni
icry much if it can
blankets have been by people in the drink
pays for dying out or else gone
he pot. The publicans now employed
sold to civilians, district.
are afraid to supply tlusm, medicalatCendanoe to Mission Station at
but not a frequent
hut Borne of the Cinlimis
Darlington Point,
will pet it for them.
occurrence.

No

No application made for No .................... Mo............................
blanlteta for ocierol
}cars.

None,
When inspecting publi#houaec at Xarranderi, on
the ®Hh ultimo, 1 found
FevernJ blauketa brand e.d
b" S.W. Aborigines, in the
bfd-rnrum, “Union Club
Hotel," Lopt by Jameu
O'SulliTin, who accountwl
for them by saving lie sup
posed his wife'had bought
them. The railway free
pass is much abused by
aborigines, who tw el about
to races, ?ports, and other
public gRtlu'rings -where
they are likely to gethquDr,
anil then hi'cumf n uuis&nrf.
—W C Casi'Y , Sub lusr.
I Imse t.ikra action recpectiag
t, I us.—E F

fhe half-caste has been
brought up in the family of
Hr, VanJ;. A useful and
industrinus farm labnurer.
Two linjs in tliC employ of
J. Hurley, Fm| , well con
ducted and intelligent.
Nil.......
*...................
Nil.
Nil......................
Children
uttend
Pnlilii
Supplied
by
parcnlb
Nil
.
Yes,
to
each
child
..
Blankets
Rqlmul .itC.inidpn Park,
Nil ..
Not required ...... Not required ....... Nil........................... By master.
Nil........
Yes, in Winter liter ^ne hmt f,rinded hj Some half-cast© chil One blanket Pich wa» Warm clothing m Very sober in this dis Govcmnient doctoi bark being scarce, a few
suffer \cry mui li ..... Cmernment, nnd is kfjit dren attend the I'fLUPd to each in ifaj, winter would be trict.
of the district at iron huts would im
fold and ■net. A tent in gwul (.unditiiin O ir> Peterborough Pub which ia not luffii ictit, acceptable.
tend and givo» prove their condition.
they are not imsnpproor fcmuc coieiin'jivonl.l and p.ul want n placing
them medicine.
lic
School
and
can
At
jirujieiit
one
family
of
pri.itid,
■be a great boon, and
li.ilf’Casli-B cnlirel) iub- lead \ery well
rations in winter,
Elbt baling
ire not Itl the Inibit ftl
boat is prOMded bj Two children go to All «uppticd with blan- Most of them in noetl Thuy
Yea, in the improve Dne
drinking,except whin tbC" Go to hospital. ‘
kc-t-; Issue necessary. of clothing.
munent In f.iirrunment of their huts. Cm
go lit to-ivn. Iho drink iihtinn, iiml KP-t f.nrlv the Public School. .No information that
piuuded by while pcoph
lonknl aftir In bad
bliinlLet* ha-ip been
wfhilipr
enliMhtein
misappropn itvtl.
eraiity
The four oldest -dmuld be Throe boats lm\c been- 0 half-caste children Yes; issue necessary. Clothing for those Some of them occasion- No hickiiess amongsl Goats required and a net.
ghen ratt<jn,i of flom, supplied by Govern have been attend No it ay nusappro u liable to work.
all} ; liquor supposed lllClil.
tpn, nnd 4117 ir, as thm
to begn un to them bj
are unablo to wort:. went. Boats and ing Ulladulla Pub priated.
Europeans;
polie*
TIip rp^t rations tltroiiEil gear in fair condi lic School, and at
llir mnler. An nlrl tion. Fishing and tained 2nd Class
cndcaAOur to check it
.imi 3 < Lilil ren oystci in;;
pioficifiicy.
anil |l vfiuti^ Aborii'iiuil
l>Oj with nincer m Liu
month, roi^Uiri' per
iiuinent help.
Yes, some of the tamiie<; Nd
At Public School,
Government Medicu Nil.
lia>ing lost their
Cox’s lliver, and and in no wa}
Doctor.
fithers are now left
Wollonddiy River, misappropriated.
nlmn^t without food
Buvntg’orang.
■ninth ■with clothing
are neces^irj,
To emihip the obi man, No
Yes. No ............. Yes The old man
1st nil. 2nd paj? I lie female, X’tlly, is the l»£t
John Rurigon .touH mi
and woman would
of the >,epc-att tube. "I hey
himself.
.i lising, If kp had 11
camp on the Government
be much benefited
gun he sa_vs lie rftuld
reserve in Castlereagh, Ne
by a suit of clothes
gs t a good livang bj
pean.
bhootmg OpoSbanuS
each.
The
fit
e
are
instruct
Yes.
No...........
NO
Mr. Single's medical
ed by Miss Single.
man.
The Jem* nay bUckegrt Thrte biuLn mthi-ilmlnct— tbout thirty half cupte Yes. Issue necessary Yes, at Jervis Bay ., A number of them given Own evpensc.
Oo'ernment ratmns.
OnC at Trrrara, one children ore at school and not in any way
to drink. But bmoe
This is nerfsbary
ihoughton Greek, oru nt Coolangatta. five nt
the Act of 1882 came
then* are frw white Jenis Ray All Lo good Jervh Bay, ffhd three j n i supp ro priated.
people in tliat locality. order.
Trended bj blocXs.
into force drunkenness
Government.
has ceased.
No children .
Yes. Frequently No .................... Yes By white ix:oplc
None
None..................
Die race is nearly extinct It
ii, useless suppling them
sold.
but many publicans
with boats or rations as they
supply them.
thereby con get rum.
liHlf-rasti-* uttend All supplied Yes. Mo...................... The abongmpfi and half Admitted to the hos Educate the half-castes.
YOi Tl»ey cob .ilwiiys. The iraeknlle Tench nbori ’lip
get R-nfflrisnl food fioin clnftboie prouiled with a tin Pulilu Srhunl at Not misappropri
elites m this district nr< pital in connection Nothing can be done to
the farmiTB for «rli0m Governtnent bout It m HlnCktov n Kcnil. TIiCj" ated.
mtj moderate m tin* u« oi with the Iliuskes- elevate the mind Or
llioy work. IfthfiyCol in gond firder, A supply arr taught reading on<
initjuc-iting dntikfi Ther bury Boncvoleni
None of
food uild clothing'the> nf fi-ili is the nnlj Kuh- writing,
ulusngc customs of
get white people lo obtain
would ft once lemo nf msIitci- c iTneil (limbs the ftborigmila co U
liquoi fur them The tmh Asylumat^ tudsor aborigines.
H
ip
"chool
at
Saiknlb
work which keeps them Tv ii yii™ uquirfid for
v,Ki to i bi’tk this enl i^ to
Iteoi. h.
out of mischief.
boat.
unke it nn nftence to pro
cm L* lii|uor fur them.
None ..................
They have no blanket* No .....................
No..................... In need of blankets
Temperate................ Nil.
and very little clothing,
No

No

Yea, religious in No. Not necessary. No ....................... No...........................
struction.

Not ill need...........
No ....................... No...............

Not necessary .... No .................... No........................
Yes, from their cm No, do not require No ..................... No........................
plovers and from them.
Sunday
school
teachers, limited.

Clothing nnd blankets No ...............
required, wages earn1
ed slid to be imuffl
cient for support,
Are receiving wages ape NO ..............
m want of nothing
No ..................
None required

No ...................... One only supplied
with * blankets
issue required by
the others.
No ..................... blankets each year.
None .........................

blankets.

Local doctor.

One of the abongmols l» By neighbours.
addicted tq intemperan-ce
when he Can nbtam hquOr
not known wbere obUuied
No ................ .

W here there a re tribe* cueh is
aic at the Richmond
River and other places,
it unuld be R wrane of
great pleahurr fdr them
to liair hunting grounds
rc tcn cd for their purpoacB.

No sickness.
arc welt smployed and
Yes, addicted to intern- By
Government They
taken as much car* of aa
perance at wine-shops doctor.
possible by the equatten
and public-houses.
nnd eeleptcre Lb thla
district.
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Number of Aboriginals in Sub-district.
Men —Ages.

Women —Ages.

l

Mon.—Ages.

1

Women.—Ages,

How employed, or supported?
(Detail as far as practicable )
1
Total.
Total.
u
Between Between O\or Between Between Over
Between Bef.weci Out Betwee i Between Over
20&.40 40 & UQ GO 20 £40 40 & 00 60
£0 40 ' 40 & GO GO 20 A, 40 40& GO GO
years. j oars, you a. ycais, years. jears, £
years, years. years. | years yeais. yeai-s
v
i
1
' 4
1 _
1
Married to a native of the
Colony, who 5a employ cd a*
■!
|
boundary-rider*
Children.

District. Police Station

Number of Half-castes in Sub-district.

North Carroll .
western—
cenf iuHfc
Ciurahubiila
Earraba.......
M

--

*' 1

'"i

i

1
BlackviHe ..
South
Booligal......
western

4

"ft

i *3 • 13

r"h

I

2.i

20

7
{I

2

Darlington
Point

40

6

3

30

12

Dcmliquin,...

0

5

1

4

2

3

21

2

Euabalong,..,

IS

4

1

11

3

5

42

10

Balranald .
Cuilgellico....

'"i
5

til

Gilgunnia ....

20

20

4

1

.

15

10

Hav........

4

i

3

Jeriiderie__

n

1

0

i

Murundie ....

30

10

4

IS

2

10
10

-

10
GO

3
35

16

5

20

0

Jlount Hope..

1

Mossgiel . ..

21

7
1
4

'"a

2

Men woik on stations
Some employed on stations, andi
soinclivc by fishing and hunting.;

.... 1 ..

3

3

2

5

i . ..
,
.... | ..
i
s ; ..

3

6

16

£5 PJ4

10

i■
i

i

.

9

0

2

2

IS

12

G

10

60

3

2

IS

6

2

Mathoura ....

3

2

2

doama ......
Malaga black?

0

5

The men between 2D and 40 are
employed on stations and at
country villages. Wien not
employed they take to fishin
and shooting.

15

40

Generally working about stations.

2

Tin* younppr blacks rind mosUisilf-cude.
an1 fmp1nT«!l by the squfttUTB. They
are sery u^efal, doing: .ilmo^t unj
stfttion worV, ii*,, nrustcring and
bJitf-herding tluTinij the limbing leu,
son. Hie filil IiIxfIui are chiefly tu|i
ported bj the fiq^uatUrs nmi youn^c

3

Nine are cmplojeil on Btaticna ; cel
from LJs, to £1 a work, including four
half castes. The remainder, hunting
kangaroos, get 9d per scalp from
stitions, but knngnroo Imntjng ivilJ
not last bug.

2

20 Some on stations during shearing
only. They mostly decline to
svork in the extreme heat and
cold.

Police tracker, station hands,
domestic servants. Half-caste
married to an orcrscer.

Thule Station
blacks.

1

2

2
0

1

0

1

71

1

1
2

32 r>s
20 150

1

"’a

0

12

2

4
2

S3

29

2

2

1

1

I’ishiug and working on stations.

2

2

The greater part of year employed
on stations in the sub-district,
the males getting £1 a week
while at woi k. Trie females gel
12s. If willing to work,
Stations...................................

14

10 Men and bon a arc employed hi

24

7

!>

1

1

1

2

7

The males uro ompln^fd by the squatters
in the distiint bringing m the bortos
and general knock-nbout
for
■which they rccciui food, clothes,and
tubacco. Ilich blackfulloiv h is one oi
tw{> ^in'. cpnondly «ith bun, tlioj
sin1 fed m thu aamo manner.

Employed on astation and rccch
lug images.

well-sinkers and other contrac
tors. On the stations lookinj;
after liorses and bullocks, fehec]
and paddocks, and assisting ai
the woolshcds at shearing rime
Veiy few of the women work
occasionally assisting the con
tractors" wives in their work.

Stations employ most

13
10

Work on stations

l
3

Working aljout the station ..,
Boundary-riding, killing rabbits,
kangaroos* &c. Somereceivmg
£1 per week as station hands ,
Tliese on mission station. Adults
fencing, building, clearing.!
Cbildren uttending scliool

3

1

3

j Shepherding..,.................
lien employed shepherding,
boiiudaTy-iidinfif, and bullock
di-jvliig.

2

74

2

1

1
•• ■■
(I

S j 68

12

5

Mount Gipps..
23
Milparinka .. about 4fi

2

i •
”*3 1
1
.... j ..

£5

Supported by the Maloga Mission
Fund, and are employed in
various works connected with
mission station. At shearing
time men. employed on sheep
Stations.
iangaroo hunting.......... ...

15
If prox'ided
with fishing-honts by
Government, or
H in need
°f ^heiinhS'301]
otherwise ?
of Government aid, If so, comlition
of boats
whj ? ajid in
and
gearj
and
what shape most
whether proiwly
itKiniaite.
cared for; also, what
subsistence earned
thereby.

If in need
jof supply of clothing'
‘ by Government1

If addicted to habits of
Any special
intemperance?
infonnation regarding
If so, where liquor
ITow
medically
race,
lilrelv
to be of use
usually obtained
and interest
attended when sick ?
by them.
in considering their
and suggestions for
condition.
cheeking, if practicable

>’ot in need.........jSober
f.Xo blankets 6ui>'’]
. -J plied,
Issue ^ Yes
M

necessary.

j

All enn hi-J>u|]plii’^ ^ilhjj’o
One halbcatito fvt
blnnlu'lvl
Public School ^,.xjj OnSoniTmnl
by eome Ui GunncdaliJ
Breeza.
I bul noiu'han runu fnr
Uk hi

Local doctor.

. N*o

Nil.

. No .

By doctor at Guu
uoclah.

No.
tYes. Cannot l>c Mopped bNo attendance .
J arc supplied by all
publicans.
............ .
bUppln r! inlli d r-ul. Nfi1
Nil.
'
............ |
blnnkfl( iMl \
thi' inibhc - bdii
em- no ‘•iiri't-.Si- ) on tr<j
irus-ijipffipnatub ^'Uil
I iie'i
%.
id" rk il
i
Yes..................... Ves.
Don’t know ....
Yes
i’ublic ' lionse^ Attend on one nr Mate iwpkllj, dj.ngcut.
Cannot suggest.
other
AH supplleduith Go-.Nil .
Nil .................
Yes ; at ['iiblic-hoiise^ At load hospital. Nil.
: voniiNciit blanketst
an*1 other sources un
amninlly
I
I known to tiic police,
Ihr rljildirri arr m* All bo supplied . , Yes one suit for'some
Miprr Properly constituted abo
Mission station in No Go\enimcnt boats illlftTULtiil
old blacks so ad \ II ni'i ruliii Inoflln*.Mi-.Mim
bj W, S, Car.
riginal station. Will
Slimmer and one dieted. At bush ]>ub-i mtrndriit
neeil of food and or otherwise,
pi'iiti
r,
(jiiu'mrrrn!.
Meilicin**
i
oiiliiliutnl
for
winter
lie-houses
Blnct
en-|
dothing.
£i iichOi. Tin1 rulin'
In fiuntU in >\dnrj tend to the' decided
niintUUtUlr miisr rr-:
forceincnt of the Li-I &u])pb sjJI’ idnilf- intpixn unwmt of the
race.
liifloU'* iiiFtriK TniiifrOm
tensing Act,
| quite.
. lAIJ snjiplied ) cmh

Xo

Uir Her J. Unhide.

Nothing supplied by Not in this district Supplied witli Go\*Ycs
out m llio ilinpr of Government,
j
eminent blrmliets :|
clothine nnd blankel',
no knowledge of|
e^pruillj the young
inisa))]iropi lation.
nnd dill. H Mould lif
desirable ^bo licit llif\
shnuld rrcgiTC iiii.'diio)
ntti ndntice.
Not at present School Yes. Yes, No
, Yes No. Can always oh- Not provided
starting.
tain ^ork or food
at stations.
Yu The bl-ich* in lln^YcS .
No
Yes. Blanket-?, mole No
part t Ac cr< at cart ofi
skin trousers, and
their blanket* 1 Inn cl
cotton shirts, flour,
not hnnun one riisvl
Mliere thi; blvks Imc
tea, and sugar.
In. nerd nf Gdsrmmrnl

liLlicli-d to hnbits nf mlcm-i.Sometimes attended Nil.
}»f nnci. Grnsr |iiui' ip ill\ bv
Government
oblnlnid nt lin^h putfluli'iu-e'.
Th* cbw r in doctor of the dts

M.'I'h-eiiij ,\i t ni

intr pervum other Ihnn pub
hr,ms InMe for *upplrins
ib^rijiiiM ]
n Krp in'the
right din tiu>n

tnct.

very fond of
Yes Public-houses in Aboriginals hat ehet e Aborigines
Idle and thrift
fliction of the highest a doctor of their dirt.
penal ty on publicans or own race, not quali less.
fied or registered.
persons supplying.
\os. Liquor obtained Forwnidcd to nearest None.
Swan
front publicans gener hospital,
Yieloria,
ally J havo no idea Hills,
fiiliuiiftld, N.S.W.
ulul
mode
best
to
rm^npprnprinti'il them
adopt more than that
ah cod v done by the
police.
*
Boats None of them receive Have been *upp! mill! mill (Two suits of clothing Ihej ni«' inoir ii! less ,ij No incdiral attend* good would lie ncccssaiy
Tents would be very Not provided
instruction.
‘dir
cat
ihnkcij
jxjr
annum
would
duted
lo
h.ihits
of
intimv ance. M hen Mck for the aged hicn and
desirable for^hel ter not required.
each, f>ne blimh.-t i^j
’I he polite alw its gonoi’ally snpplici.l women. They depend
nccessan', espe- ppnncf'.
during the winter
I not Kuihcicnt for thi-ir t)c
bUlijiri's*
tin.
m
from
liiinjj
mmfiirt ilunnc uuUrr cully for the aged M'r\eil Viilh s.j>lnis wJnn ii with nourishment; on the stations for their
months, especially
bit of tea, s.ugar, and
month*.'t voarenpcci i men and women.
from stations.
viimcs under dim none*for the aged men
*.r)
I
flour.
and women.
Tliere
hhoubl bi' fniflc infill 11No
means
available,lOno
blanket
supplied’Should
got
one
suit
Some
.ire
tiUchcM
mriro
thin
Nil
Protection and assist* (Nil
linn hfr^.lliin biiug nri'iitml
iithcrs wlien iln'j i an get it,
Darlington Point,! yearly to eauh.i of clothes yearly,
ancc.
*pot for tin« ract* ofpropk,
SVhich
Is
jirfi
I'uU'il
Aiitl
suptheonlyplacuabout! winch is requisite 1
'is thi! nU nm «l erjturi? jshnt
pti s«Pd lij the poher
aUcr .mil ncotrCImfi, and
20 nine's distant. 1
'
No ....................... No

No

No

No

Only require blanu. None have been sup
plied with Iwats in
kete, which they
t
this sub-district.
look for every yi
Blankets imdclothhig No

Y^r, Tln»y oflDn, iThfiibil
■wnmlflrinjf from one
Mnti'rlmlo tn nrntlii'r,
iriikp R jirflCtStfC nf c illms nt tlie (IsfTorcnl
plHi-£"i oi hat-ittUon,
M-kinc for old tlntlicv
and baie tf> drpfnif
entiwly on tlie wjnu*
inhubitRnls for tbwr
clotbine.

No
Nil

Nil ..................
Nn. The utatinn-Qv.-nrnijXo VSO for boats OT None
BtiJ,' contractors
nn
always Milhnir* to im- fishing gear. No
ploj iJirrU 'J’hpy pet rivers or lakes in
)>r<mbii>llR from Llir htn-. Mosbglol sulHhblrict.
Utuih v hen ther rc-tiulrej
it friimthem, dccasi^n 1
allj thc-j cn mnl tiro ini
the thickly - tlmberi'd
parts afilicuistrlctrsnif|
vrlicn llii'j srrt tm'ii nfi
hunting thet jet t-mployment fri>tvi the it.i i
Hone mid cithern again I

jounp Daft* in tU'Hl of rilu
cnilim, tritinmg, imtl jirouc
lion lilii!ir[*u,
Tbt' ahnngitics nro vcryu**fnl

GfTimll)'the abnug-ines vtll,Thn\ Mimrtimi'B ittcnif
him ihiuk whin Uu i enn i ai Ii other , in some cm ftatiODS imonfiFt I'liUls-,
get it. It i* ii ii ry haul i aHi-s their i-m^lniers ln-ing moti* in n.ci-onl mth
thin? to chccli, n* it l* sup- Sunie ftfe abit to buy llii-ir natural ronditum
plii-tT In n n ii) moMij lo then ruvn incdlcm- Thiy 1imp nn dc*irp fur
t, and dhi»n am! son)' liiiH'*, not
CMide dlscoien,
utid notlimii'hl for
ahori^inr* 'found under often, they go u> bos Icurnmc,
lo morrow fn Apit mtprthr inflni' nf drink Ihm , jntal. '
cnui-F*1 Tilth Kuroiwans Ibpy
will nut, as a rule, Rt ill j
ii'iulilv pi>Dtroct liBluleofnifrom irlmmtliPT oht.un it i
tPruppr-inci',
Yus. At \vn,\’-sido ami Deniliqum hospital Nothing to suggest.
out of'the wav places.'
The ivhoio of the hbuks'Do not think so They 1 PS They ore dlinq- ont They do not bfliPTv in None
111 tllisdj.lrii llia-Tfi,i n Hcen,tohu wclljuo- i npiilly fruiii the iffi-tts nt being uttcnih'd In thi'
dnnk, whuh Is ?i m nllj Lu.mj'fan iuvt!i‘"’f men,
nuppIlH -irilll hbmJal*
j • j|
up to the jirr*cnt, not tided W itll ClothUlg Mippheil to them by while ThfT generalh «rt at
iiMjri'nf mj im*ij|ir<i- gitou to them by mini fin immnrnl j urpo-se-. ti'mfidhj wli itllu'j call
i
pnautm.
squatters & others. Conni (-ted u llli tin ir 11 n Cs ilii'ir own iUk tnr
No..................... Yes ..................... No.......................... Self-attended ... Nil.
The bluckc in Un*ilislruvYey............................ All addicled to habits of They attend cadi The number stated is
hue not yet rccmwl
iiilompcrance when nther when sick, given by one of the
Mint Usw i*f blnnki't'-j
they can obtain liquor, No medical attend hlockfcllnns at Milparfor IJ-HJ, nnlnq In tinliner i Jo Thug ijn t hrmcj
winch is generally ance obtainable inkaj who states that
narlg.ihle until nhoul.
giien
to them by the nearer than Wit thoj are now camped
hix wi i*kb I!S?e>, uni Ihr
white inhabitants.
(bumia, 200 mile*' at Scott*?' Greek, 70
PU|i|ilr was thu<i de
distant
loicd.
miles distant, holding a
corroboiee.
Nil ............
■ 'Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil.
..
All supplied with Go Most of the stati oiis'The aborigines in the No medical nlletid-. ^ip
i crnnientblankcts.
the Mossgicl Moasgicl &ub ■ district mice. The station ‘ ’
They arc in no way sub - districts are are very temperate people treat them
misappropriated.
managed bv single There may be an odd vcrj'n ell, and alien
men, and they have one or two that are sick thes arc at
no clothes to give not so.
tended to
the women, who
are poorly dressed.
They arc in need of
some clothing.

Not all Issue noccs-,No
Fary, but not to allJ
os nhongincs at^
work earn snfli-i
cient to keep thom-j
selves. Some abo-|
rigincs do not keep
their blankets long.1
Yes. Issue necessary. Yes
No.

All well chiliacd, and
No instruction.
All supplied Jusue Not In need
All addicted to m I emper Not medically
Not necessarily iinNot prouded
work for wages most
uccesfcary ;
not!
uricc. Liquor obtained tended.
need of Goiern-i
b\ men bringing into
part of the j car.
nicut aid.
I
misappropriated. |
fclieir camj>.
No doctor's attend- All are healthy
Aro jitoiided witlijNot jirovidcd with Blacks receive in-All arc supplied with No ....................... ^■ery temperate ..
striictioriatMaloga. blankets.
| iu ice.
#
I
blankets.
' boats
Bl;.4-ks at Maloga arc N«4pro>irfeil nithjjoat
All at Maloga arc AH supplied \iith Women and children All blacks at Malaga are Keceric medicine at 'Eight of the blocks and
Tin mirniigcr
I Imlf-castes at Malaga
badly
want
hoots
being
educated
all
blankets,
of
BObet
lubits.
J
Maloga
Htation.i
ik't*irous of getting 0(1"
.................
'
MHliiiin ‘.tTtnin •'tale1;
Wheii severely illlI bioughf, from Sydney
and warm clothing,
land oHoUed tv the binV." had bcilhaiiO the Maloga school
taken to hospital! here received rations
them to cultivate ncip ;i number of them tinder the N Sj.W.
could nuthe
| ni S^uidhurst, Vic-!I allowance from Goi cm*
for their Omi tupin»tf a" enod
t’™i lUini. Education Do]x\rt1
fishing Aii Mona 1 skes,
meut.
:
toria.
meut
I
(Jnlj DUCi'oeeiwdGo-iWomon and cliildrcn No/...................... *Dcniliquin hospital.
....................... NO ..................
No ...............
\eminent blankclsj want clothing mid
thi? your.
f liools.
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Number of Aboriginals
J

Men.—Ages,

in

Sub-district.
|

Women.—Ages,

Watrict. Police Station

Number of Half-castes in Sub-district
Men —Ages.

Women,—Ages.

How employed, or supported'
(Detail as far aspractieablo.)

£
Betweeriuotwecn Over
c
|Octw«;n Between Over 1 £ Total Between Between Over
Over K Total,
^0 & 40 1 40 & 00 (10 20*40 40 & 00 00 1 2
20*40 40 & 60 00 20*40 40 * 80 00 -a
years. | years. years. 1 years. years. years. •a>
years. years. years. years. years. years. B
1 O
i
South* * tfoulamcln .
western—
oonfffitWO

12

S

Pooncario ...

12

7

Salt Creek..,.

•

2

8

1

ft

1
1

0

4

IS

62

3

3

so

'40

“so

ID

Wentworth .,

G

fi

1

1

3

Wilcannia....

40

Id

4

27

ft

"35 j "

20

G

20

1

1

35 Employed on stations, boundary*
riders, knnearoo bunting, and
general station work. Supported
by the stations.
2 Employed on Polia, Monaro sta
tions, iluring shearing seasons

15

0

Pocuinwal....
liboolnirra ,.

10

io

..
20

100

jlonorally employed on stations U
kill kangaroos and rabbits.
"'i

"2

16

si

A few are employed on surround
ingr stations.

1G

1

a

Killing noxious animals on Tossio
and A^oca stations.

109
are employed, with the excep
tion of a few young men who
follow shearing.

Northern Wilson's
Downfall

0

9

b

3

10

38

1

2

1

for squatters nnd fartnera and
receive rations; at other times
they wander about, living on
wild animals, fish, &e.

Walla...........

1

4

1

c

1

1

station work, such as stock
keeping, tic. The female abo
riginal is wife of the half-caste,
and is supiwted by him, who
takes jobs about town, wood
cutting. Ac.
14

7

Woodburn....

Vegetable Ck

f.

o

9

a

"'s
4

5

2

5

1
10

2
4

1
1

1
5

Tingha .......
Stamiington .
Kooky Mouth

10

1

0

8

2

2
3

30

7

1
C

4

so

38

8

S

3

2

3

G

1

10

2
10

0
33

31

mi'n hr •itnlmin tliiiiu^fidut Hit dis
trict, arvA tin- ■women are ilomcjtir
a$ti*tant4 The older |iriftlrm tr»iel
about UK-dlblrn t,Tio hx^'d occupation1

5

....

21

13

1

liloycd at snrinus unrks, ehjpflj- striji
nijiR cane, fcllm^ Umber, oOien are
Imt, nnd srldom do anything other
than tntuli fnh (by hamlsl and li^e on
vnimah of all kindv, killed by them on
their tra^ela

....

31

9

Glenrcagh..
Shearwood ..

23

23

7

0

i

Corindi ......

Tweed Kim*.-

3

S

log, pulling, and hulking tnaisr, anti
breaking nn wood ‘IVumon milling
rlathee and (crabbing iloor* for th«resident*.
‘

Working for fanners.

2

" r bark, fishing, &c.
....

27

87

4

2

3

1

2

21

1
2

3
6

4 E

general hush work. Some of
them live in their wild state on
game and fish.
Vorking on farms, and employ
by timber getters.
‘

12

.1
As station servants
*■ 1
-- •(
cane stripping

..

1
Palmer's Island..

0

3

2

3

2

19

1

2

3 £
and general farming labour.

M'Donald’s
River.
Liawrcnee__

15

4

10

2

12

43

2

1

3
of the district.

Lionsvilte ....

10

ia

2

10

8
-

1

5

48

2

6

7

lortly all pniploywi nboutstatioita (lock
tiding and chucreni kinds of woiJc.for
^hich they rcccii-i- wagoa
The
icotnen and elderly a*n U\e in the
bnrh and rapport tnemael-rM, and *re
aesiifud hy the othen.
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If provided
1
I
I
with fismnjf-lmts by
__
I
Uovcniiiu'iit or '
, I
If in iwd
If
all
supplied
|
If
addicted
to
habits
of
otliarwUc?
of Uic Ahownials or, with Govoninieiit
Any special
Ti .
intein]>enim?c?
of Gov emu icnt aid,1 If so, comlition of boats
theiriiicfni^i-inii
duldmi 'f1
iiiforniation icgarding
ivreii-i1
Maiiketei
i,
” niiieed
If so, when* liquor
why? and in
How
medically
i
nnd
(rear,
ami
te
. lst u):t]0ii
.
If
iisncnoccssarj,
or
0,™l>l,1l'"f
c>otf»»Ki
usually
olitalned
race,
likely
to ho of us*
what shape most I whether properly , H so, from whom,
attended when sick^
and interest
in anj uav
by Geverniiieiifc.
by them,
requisite.
and to what
cared for ; also, what
in considering their
misapp.'oprmtcd?
I nnd stu^vestionq for
extent?
subsistence eamcii
condition
clieokiuy, if practicabletlierebj*.
Not pronded ....... |Thc abongiueg ro-Su])plicd ycruly. Is NO
................... Vprj mui li iildiftH In inlemNil.
I eeii c no instmc- sue neccssaiv.
|>it»iim ifnhtnmnbLc, The)
tion whatci cr.
'
usually obtinn the liquoi
I friim hotiOs, almott impos„
| fcihln to elnck it,
Flour, ten, mid sugar Nil
Yes .
*cq.......................Ijiquor obtained hv alw| most requisite.
Nil.
| righmls at road - side
inihlir houses,
Not in need......
Not provided witii fish- Not instructed
Ail sii|)])lio<l n ith Co- Not in need Of cloth-hddinn-d in lnht<i uf nam
13y one of their own Nil
ing lioats.
\eiinncntblankets. ing by Govern- pyranin, hut Min nul iol tribe.
mprit
tbe pnhen know \%heie llu>i
Xo

1 irrt the Iwmir

Km'

Vorj much in nootl of Nil
Govemmcntaid; in
a wretrlioil condi
tion in every way.
No
Ono aulbTiap
I
I

.(Nil
.No

ntril
in no«<i of Atd
utprosenl, Allntsomo
lim+' .ire in n<-ed of
Holing mid mtinn*, ..
they me lint emnlnyod
ind rannot jrft fish or
fiflliir* In suhsisl on

I
1
I
I
'Do not think Govern Not supplied w ith boats Nil
ment aid necessary or nets in this dis-J
I this year, but wn* trict.
I wry badly oil at
Cob ham Lake last
year for want of
food.
Nil
Nil
.Nil

The wilV nml ilnldreti nf No;
the linir cAiiti?, biitip
fmir ni mimher rdquu i
hlinki'ln (luruifl Uit*
winter, js the iruges oi
thu huhbjiid bnnsj in*uf!icii,nt to nroMite
iHT0s«nir\
rlnthinp
dunng tlie uintfr in
Ni*w Htiqlind, t. hi'ii ii
IS um y lOU

The old men, women
and children, not
able to work re
quire such aid as
wearing apparel.
Aliy nid nllier than i lutli
ini; nml blanket* nnuld
hi of ULLkJ RCrvm' In
the r^ce, th') would m
nil lirnh.ibiltly si'll imj
tiling nf inlui* p\eu l<
them to obtun pio?

not required

i

None su])jilied with Yes . . , .................... I' IT) mueli ad.licud In Imliitb Nil
R eq ui re spec i al at tent i on.
I uhmriu|>ftuiM.p but si-] Inin
Govcmnient hlan
j ohLun licpim, a* the pobcikots. Issue very
mlerffir.
much icquircd.
Yes....................... Some tvould need They will drink if they Not known, as none Thr only irav to hmrfil lliom
clothing, and at|.i ,can .procure
liquor.
-----the
----------- -------of them ever com --------- toeollwithem lo
rimes all need but as thov
grth^r
on stum r. wm, cmthey arc not
not' nlain.
plain.
ploi thrm, nnd. hair sum*
rations.
well paid l-hey seldom
Iintiu.nnc pcrsoti to lake
hate money to spare.
chiuvr of, ndusp nnd Inuk
;ifter thum.

Mostly nil supplied
most of them in
with Government need of clotlnnir.
®
blankets, \s hich are
necessary in this
district,

Kihlc rrhr puiii-slmH-ritiWj-l
not seem severe enougb,
Ves i if they run obi.im it.^Nd
but it i* Afhlom ihcj i'*n?
ami wJn'i! tliev ihi li.ii,* :iuy
dnnk tin} irerwnnitur .md
toll llir pnlirc tJ e) «it ii
over the lioulrr

Yes; not nusappro Nil
priated.

.|No instruction givonk’o iilankets issued No
to the aboriginals,f from this shriionl
1 or their cliildrcn. , to aborigines.

iNo

■ IYes .

flmner uf liqui.r, br wlmt

I In' rpCi i«-^il l)i»mstrur- y
lb.
lu'ir Ijll'llo, and .ire quiU'. tinii, mul from lurllii i* lu'ci'^irj
lllTOC^.n ^T.,1
and ..._l
runtoiit tu mmi in ,md| tin ' hdli.ir thi b.ihitd rppt
in Mri fen in !
uryumi tbfli on n Lor:ilit'
rind ruilmus of tin rtJinre* docs it ap|u'irl
oldfr onov, m?., muu tn hive bren tiiis.i))|in>ll••rln£? a hout the bu»b |in itrd The llborl^iflTld t-ti eri.
I li.ils louk fui wnd r
tbi* tii|i|»ly a" thi
rbli f rovi ring ft»r nil

rhe most of thr* binds menttont .1 mlhi>< retum arf at
UNifftt i.impi'dju^toirrtlip
border Sn the Colony of
<iuei'iisliTiilf it bi'ing w.irmit limn biTi* for ihe winter,
but tbey projierlr belong to
tbi* suh-distriLt.

or required

me.in*. j.bl nmd i ibhuL iip (as far ll^ tilC poln'C
to the iir^mt be n*orr- are aware) flin
ttn.iod b) the poll,'!'.
I
1

The Old men and Not addicted
M’omen
leqnirc.
clothing

I

NM.l. ’J bt'j nti' cnirl^^s

Moot f>r iiiP hi.iiV^ nn- 'Ki-lseltlnm recen e rncdi-lThe natives are gottimr
aw-ti'il tn drink, gpnrmlb cal
—i-.i.
»
-..........
attendance,
cx-j. i-~ every
year, beapm
P'd U fruri'i pulilu- I....wi
ally where more clvilIVi nut kti'iiv nt ntrb.lU'i cept in towns.
win ofi lurk ibimKummon*
ixed; probably through
ni'i'soji'. who suppls ilirm 1
exposure when they are
Thi* tlu* pxlui'ilp Tilipn pn> |
intoxicated.
“

--(As other subjects ..

Till' UMial sii|ipUiTherI'Hitrr-rliinh
are injHiiTli mni
uf clotJmi?. thi'!
.. .ii.

..r ..Iai'i____

tl'T
■ Yes, issue necessary iXo
Not mi.sftppro])ri-|
. sated.

lx<
No. They get suffi- No, they get boats to'xo
cientfood«clot.hes catch fish, nhen they'
“
from the iwople want them,
who employ them,

.I...I

r. fo*c nr l< fl oil i lutliinir, u«.cil hv bumpi’nnsi
IV r.igerli ^nui'lil inr bvl
them, and worn till ac
tuullv m rugi.
1

ml I.
drijiMTbi' liilie ntiirul* li.U ho.it i- itot of mu<'li ap*is^
ffros
to I'xtnss, ile
h«‘n })n> tlirni .mil in no ''a«ie Ho1 t-mec to the rare a* tbey irllJ
i Unible. or civen tn tii
ibi v rcipiire Ibe■
not luke mu' rf one, .md
hv lli.' w hiti h in thi hn^h utri ui a mpdii.ilmcm, verr (seldom um' it, pkcejitm
1 hi'V dl ni-r tnbiU'Cn fn-fl)
1 lii|'lifinor ohliiini'd b) tln-m
is in inunt oin i guiii vhfrti
in icturn for ivtrk Thr)
.ire mi uti-, mul m no cnsi
will they mfomi

nrr very ■upeotitiousnnd rdv on tlmir on n
treatment

crn.hing riven. N'o ibmlt
clnLhms, hlaaki'tr, nnd ..
lomshniik to the elder <me?
ii mild be nfmuii aeriico.

■IYes: liquor surreptiri-No medical attend Oning 1o uu'urable habits of
ifttemjieninre. ] don’t knnv.
) ously obtained from nncc.
vvliat tosuggc‘*tas likidy to
f the publicans. Police
bcnelli tlipm Thev do not
i survcillanoc.
understand Hint grntitudi
ii for Lindner ehowo them.

|Vot in ucfil of Goiirii'
ment aid, ran gujiprni

tliombohfg.

None provided......... ufoiio........
i
"”

. AlUup[.li.'ilvvUliGovcrn-|Not in need
inent hl.inkct* Issurl
nm<i*arv Hnie notf

All addicted Liquoi Never had 'medical
j obtained from pub attendance.
licans.

been mi!s.i|!pro].rMteil

iFlslung-lincs,
,
are iioeessary.
JNot in need.........

do

do

do

do

Not in need Of S’ot pro\ idcd
Government aid,
Nil..................

..

qmti' nec.'^^ary, and tn
no wnyralsappropi-int^dl

..

No

. No

No

•• None, cxcoptone boy. Yes. and ncrassaiy. Y<*. Thev onlv wcai
I Bv Mrs. M'Loorl, liato not knownf old clothing .riven
1 of Surgort, Head- of any case of to them,
ing a htlie.
I misappropriation,

bttppllLil with old |>ulicc v-amo
boat, how in b(\d c<m 1 ^ ^
dition Ibrotigh icrulmU
Has btdti prnperh can'd
for by black* liiTJic.l
about £3 a month

No .......................

No

1
Yes. They have not
suflieient clothing,
the wages tlicy
receive only keeps
them in rations.

do
do
do

•'NoCCivcd,
instruction re- Mimppiitii
vitbUomn^Xotm anv
need - - - - Vfarlv Ml ir? addiotod to The only mrdu.il ntten
ment blmiket* IhSiiifi
’
bahit* uf mtempi’rnnci1 diinco receiit'd h v.hat
I

GoirTmnent lid for icr) Not pro\ ided
I oli] nr Mi’k tborinmnli
, irimlij bn ndviwible.
bci'iuse they baii
noiliin^ to htlp tlifm
Ot tllllM* turn's, oxi opt
the litll'1 piuti thi'm
by tlie tribe, .md tlm'
li.no but little ad anj
time, ns they ilntik
tiling Uu') emu.

J

they know Ihemirlvc*.

Vi’s, irri'.ulj Mu*t 6i* «u|j
|lli!ll hj jiublu .ind anri
"ther*, thrrt t>piri"f‘igbtwn
|tuldi>'-liOiises In tin cn ihr
nnd Heid*, including
JtofkT. Hivntiot Miiggr*!
imv-Oilnff, htviuiKs if tlirv
li.irPTnoni) th^y will dome
'vhrre nr othn proeiito
drink A publu mi wr* finud
£1 fur snppljing llil'Tn.

Not medically. The
alrorigincs live in
the bush. It
never known when
any arc sick, ami
when they die their
tribe bury them,

Although the numbei i* now
gneu, tin1} arr fouitantiv
rominj; and going, nomr
tixneb few IrBB. A* blanket
time in coming on, three
times thi« mimher will he
here before a month.

Y'es. New issue ven* Supply of clothing Ginprnlly addalrd to hs.hU'. Not medically atten A retunj given in a few
i>f ltl1cmp«nim.r. Liquoi ded.
| necessary,
the very necessary.
mouths.
obtained from puhlJcaii".
blacks being nearly
Hl.icksfometimciinvpldji'd
naked.
*
norkintr abnut hou*e» ^rt
liquor In lieu of payment
1'rolublt publican“i' from
liRrmR blacks on premises

.............. ..... Supplied with blati- They are in

kcis, and issue
necessary,

most i. a rnlo tl.i'v drink wlirn

cingetliquor,<ind tliu
casesfairly clothed. ther
ptoplG they work for gm

Not known to receive Supplied with one Yes. Do not obtain
any
instruction blanket each every sufficient clothing
from any one.
year, which they as they require in
take care of and winter.
require.

4—C

Obtuni'd from person* the}
nre vv.irlnng fur, and oflvn
from iiublic-hnuKt's
NO ................................

It to them in payment foi
thru-work Tlu-j. alio git
it in Lbo public-li'ou'-i •>,
Some of the mil?* arr
.iddictod to ImUts nl
intempcmiire if thei cat)
obtain liquor buppo-ed
to be obtained fmm perron1'
who omplo} them.

Not known.

Nil

fhe aboiunnr* meet other
tribe's it time* tu fight, and
sometimes cripple caUi
other in the contei
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Number of Half castes in Sub-diatrict.

Number of Aboriginals in Sub district.
B 1

Women.—Ages.

1

I

|

How emptojed or supiwrtcd?
(Detail as far as practicable.)

1

Children.

District Police Station.

!
j

Men —Ages.

Women.—Age 5.

Men.—A^es.

Fotal.
Betwee n j 1 ie ti\ ccn Over Between Betwccnl th er ! 4 rotnl. Between letwoeri Over lletwecmllSctwcen (h cr
20 ft 40 40 & 00 GO | 20 & 40 40 A (JO 60 1
20 & 40 40 & 60 00 20 & 401 40 & 60 f 60 5£
j ears. years, ^yeais years. | >ears. years. |
years years. cars. rears. 1 years. Ivears. 1
1
f
1
1
10 15 Principally employed by selectors'
2 '
3
■20 170
10
30
50
30
to fall scrub.
•
-

Northern. Lismorc.

Invcrell .

7

9

5

s

29

U

.... |
;

1

:

Glen Innea .

12

4

0

2

0

30

’

Grafton ,

13

4

7

3

2

*29

2

2

,. |

25

10

12

s

7

71

3

27

ShcphmdinE and bullock-driving
occasionally.

2

7

Generally cmplo}ci! on stations
and uith fanners who llnd
them rations, old and new
clothing, in some cases money,
foi son ices rendered,

3

1

South Grafton

15

!

■■

1

1
1

Employed by farmers for a few
months in the year; the remain
ing time they 01c wandering
about the town and bush.
5 Some as stockmen, but most of
them arc cmplo\cd by farmers
during several months of the
year.

1

Drake.........

9

Dahnorton...

7

4

12

3

1

4

25

G4

1

..

11

1

...

2

....

2

”

..

f

12

3

6

4

S Cutting wood and drawing water,

3

G Employed bj Europeans getting
firewood and sm-h like, and
supt>ortod thereby but very
poorly.
34 »orl> :ill llio alir-ncini's iro cm^lfiyd
cm the iftnon" cattle htutl'io'’ m the
ihutrK’t a^strrt kmpn.tlpA ring am! barn
mg t>JF timlirr, &c The half-Cl^WN
are limilarly employed.

i
Cossmanhuret

15

3

2

S

2

ChatsM'orth
Islanc]

“

3

2

6

4

Casino.

Clarence

100

100

HcaileB

9

G

1

2

4

4

4

1

5

35

1

2

11

44

....

3

70 270

2

4

St

5

IS

IS

37

12

.

8

j .

10

12

l
.. ! ....

.
Coraki.

1

1

Tlto^o who sire uot rmplojr*) by tinncighbounni; Motions (.upport tht'inbcItm by nrospet tme for gold,fishing.,
Imntmg, Ac
Gathering honey and burning off
timber for fanners.

9

Employed by fanners stripping
sugar-cane ami chopping v>ochI

2

2

1

2 liVhen emjdoyed ring-barking,
farm-labouring, bullock-driv
ing, fcc., women sometimes porfonn domestic work for resi
dents.

1

i
HLicks River.

s

3

8

..

In ban 1 si they help to colli’rtthe Crops,
the} pet honey, jml somrUmt!. are
em]ilo\til ns sturkmen, in each nr nny

1

1

i
0
“

1

Eundam

13

1 *

■■

case they reefbe but “mall remtuicratkm.

1
1

2

1

1

.

7

3

Bendomeor....

i

1

Balliua..

Ashford..
••
AnnidafO

3

3

17

1

..

,

....

1

2

Men chicfiy employed on stations
stock keeping

1

5

s

2

"

1

4

7

13

Emploj'ed on stations as general
servants.

30

59

2

2

Working for the sugar planters ..

Stockman and general servant ,,

17

12

“ s

1

"2

i

" 6

•i

io

54

1

1

...

1

3

10

"o

1

14

34

Those that arc ^villing to n'ork are
employed as shepnerds, others
stock keeping, for Mr. Fletcher,
I of Wallammonbi, and Mr. Hari graves, of Hill Cl t-ove ; those that
• arc employed got rations, those
that arc not get rations tlie best
way they can.
!
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lf provided
with Jishinp-hoata by
If any
i _ If nil supplied
if addicted to habits of
Government or of the Abonainais
Any special
If in need
or' with
intemperance?
otherwise1
Government, j
information regarding
of Goveimnent aid,
If in neeil
their children
If so, where liquor I How medically
blankctn?
race,
likely
to Im of use
why 7 and in
su]i]ily of clothln*
Instruction t
usually obtained
condition of boats receive
riece^arv, o j of by
and interest
attended when sick?
whnt
most 1 If 50>and
If so, from whom, If Issue
Government.
by them,
in
any
way
g^or,
and
in
considering
their
rc(]iiisitL,‘,'
and to what
and suggestions for
j wliether properly
misappropriated ?
condition.
extent?
checking, if practicable.
cared for; also, what
subsistence earned
thereby,
Not provided
No instruction re Supplied v.i»1i hUnkrlK Government clothing Yen. Usually receive Attended by Govern- Nil.
Not in need .
Issue m'cwarj ; nnl not necessary.
ceived by abor-. rniMippropnnU-d
liquor from publicans. ment
medical
tn any
igincs or their wny
oflicer.
children.

I

The climate beinif Nil
cold in winter,
clothing would be
necessary,
aUo|
tomahawks.

None

Rlankets supplied, Yes .
which arc vcr\
necessan'.
"

Kot

Nil

They ore all supplied
with Cm rrnmpnt blnn
kl'ts if they I hoot-f
rail for Ihrm Int-omc
ln«Umr?, they hove
ntkCpi-U’d to call foj
them A Email tnppU
of blankets nnd rlotli
in« would be nece^arj
Not ktiown to be mia
apliroprinled

Not in need of No
Government aid.

No

iu need of None provided.
Government aid,
Clo&hlnjr would be
lireforable to blatikets.

Yes...................... Yes, iti need of cloth Tlioy art addicti-d lo Imblts of Thfy trf eenerallvattanr.iittn, and iiinnnpv (tail by l>r Puriho, tin1
ing iti the winter, intemjii
tn^rt liquor at Iho publu?- Gn\fmmi?nt Medical
particularly the hou^e*.,
brought, to them Offld-r for die Grafton
women.
UiEfnct
,
hi Kuroptant
As far as can be They arc supplied They are all fairh Tlirv .in- nil more or Ipkb Ihoy grtivrnlly attond On. Tho total number on this
addictiH.1 tn hoblU of thiir Mik lli'rnu-i-he1 1 sheet comprise South
ascertained they* with blankets, and clothed by the intiunporanco
llie drinV
Gmfton, Qua River,
do not receive any there
arc no people for' whom, is usually oMmned
from
ami Kangaroo Creek.
instruction,
accounts of mis tlict work.
snmi- nf Hid ImtPlv t; In ii
tin') rnme into to*m, Tlie
appropriation.

They arc not at Not supplied
present in need of
Government aid.
They seem icry
happy and content
in their present
state.
Apparently not Jii Not provided
noed.

oals mnde of suegwlion i«
to mflint thu full ]inuilty
oa any publican fount) sup

No

Yes* in the way of Not provided; is neces- No
clothing.
"
eaiy.

plying thorn,
Not s<> addicted.......... by their own rade, in
whom they appear
to have tho most
confidence.
^ ould wugpcst Aboriginals gpnerhlly addic Seldom medically at
A11 supplied with GoTcm Y«
ment blimhrtH hEue ahOnginpR hi; su|i|lllcd ted to habits nf Intem tended.
now nercxsirv
No V.llli, {sail trnusi-M, perance. Heavy penalty nn
Supplied

InsUnr? of mimppropmtmn.

Not necessarily

A

arnt fidilap penr
wnuld bi- very rct)ui»ti'
hi’re for the bUcts, »«
this >.ut)-ili!itriri is ni)
ucmpoiril of itliiticls

Not provided

None

Not provided

Nil

From inquiries mafic Not provided with fish Do not receive any
they are not in ing boats or gear.
instruction.
"
want of any aid
from Government
y wen? xumAird with * They have never re*
Not in need oi Thi"
jbpii
Government aid at fisnlne-txistthat
u.rJ Ui II.I iiolirehad
n ,hort
CCIU,|1 nnj inolimn
mstracpresent.
tlm« *pn, tint It hns Sini < ] tlOU.
bfen taken sway hy them
anil run down h)
Slfimrr.

Not in need........

No ......

Yes Rations \\ould Not provided
l>e the most rcrpiU
site aid.
Poorly clad; require None
clothing.
Clothe* for Ihr iromM! None required.
Had clilldn ft font-inter
hhicb in 6cv«rr in thudhtnet
'

Nil ....................... Nil
The yearly supply of Not provided
blankets is icquisitc, as they are de
pending on them.

Yes, in Cases Of old
age

The whole number, Tilth the Mrs. Cameron sujvexception nf fhe ]\i(|U<n plics them with
UfUflll) obUuncd frombuEh
when
nublic-houiPs. The nbor- medicine
IpinRh will olilairt liqunr if sick. Their main
pos^ibh'. If puhlicnn^ are camp is at Mrs
Evm vujnilymg them, sum Cameron’s, Applemons muler LlccnEiiig Act
tree Gully.
Cc-uerally addicted to inlem- When sick they are
]Wraiic-p. 7hf liquor :
generally attended
nsunlly obtained frnrn jiuti
hi-imt. On proof of ileliir-r\ to by European
wimldsuctresUhepublnai: ' friends, but seldom
hi- liCRilly fined fm the by medical gentle
firtt ofll'iici, nnd ihut hi: men.
licence he uncelled for n
time Tor a second offence

n

,lNO ...........

Yes.

Ullrls, .imf hats ; other
clothim' ii ould likely
be tnisApprOpriftted, ’

person* PUj.i.bma- llquiir—
only suggestion for check
ing.
At times when money is w By one another
cci\fd hv them fot labour

Yes. One every 24 til AH appear to lie well
May i quite neces
in hen nr provisions,
sary, and not mis
bsunlly nbtameil ot public
appropriated.
houso and ^ii)e->hiii>K. No

nther mean* of checKing it
only by prosecuting people
for supplying them.
Some clotliln,B; wnuld be Generally nddicteil in habit' Not medically atten
All supplied
Tor) n-quiKite, as tlu of lulemperiuii i. Uaunlly dcd.
blfttVs are nl most supplied In pubheftHK, but
tlfik'-d, and the coH of ^ry muth nipprpsscd o(
tin* printer is -i nryaeveto
on thrm.
’
Supplied with Govern Do not appear to Yc* LiquorufcutllT obtained No cases known Tl)e average number of *)>on*
ment blankets l&snr- require ant' cloth at the various nubW-hnusi-i where they have giues and half-rn^tni has
bei*n i-nti red on tins return,
Tmcfa^ny, No rom
in tlie ilistrut, although
pl.imtf uf being ml* ing from the Go rs-f ry i fiort lx mode by the ever received any it beingiropcsvllili'to* la«P)fy
nfipiupuiiti-d
vermnent.
medical
atten thrai according to thtir
police to stop the practice
diflnrent nges.
dance.
They wore all auppiied^Th^y are fuit-ly protided Not giicn to habits of Never received am
'rithGoiemment bhm with clothing at
intemperance.
medical
atten
kets Init j r ir, but ate sent by the iminhtt.
dance
In need of another issue hut more wonlil hr
again.

Yes. Supply neces
Bary. No Instance
of misappropria
tion has come under
notice.

Ye*. Liquor fthtaincd from
publirims Since tin tqitrution* uf tho new I.u-cnswiR
Ail druDkonno** hn» do
rre«*ril consuleraMv Tho
most rll'cctunl iui' ins
« hocking the pile uf liquor
to blacks would hi1 the Infl i cl ion of the full pcnnltv
n\ cneid brought before the
llcuch

No instruction.

Yes. Rut issue is Yes; in most cases.
noteuffleient. The
children do not got
any blankets,
Yes. Not aware Of Yes.....................
any blankets mis
appropriated.
None receive educa Once a jear. Issue Yes__...........
tion.
necessary.
Not
known to he tiiisappropnated.
Onr abort2in;il, Mife.nnd Nil .....................
Nil
five clnlrimn receiie
CoTrrnmfnt blanket*.
Not in iiocil nfany yet

No

The residents supply Tlie lialf-coste child tnarked
this ri-turn is thedaughter
medicine when re In
of the holf-rftxLe uomsn
quired.
marked In tin' return The
child it four year* Old, very
intelligent, and almo*t
v Lite.

Yes. They arc all fond They are purely de Nib
Of liquor. It is sup pendent on the
posed that the fanners settlers m thise&se.
pay them for working
with liquor.
Generally tcini>eratc... None
Chicfiy nil it bush public- Assisted by each Nit.
llOUAfP, anil stlpplu'tl h) other when Sink,
Ptfttinu-ftwurrf ullh K]>inU
for th^ir labour.
Nil.
Nil.

get liquor from Their teiernl emplovcr* I don’t know anything
AU supplied yearly No..................... Tw
publican*,
cuxnrionallv Inuk generally to then that could better their
on 24th May, which
rrom
their
CinplOjCrs. A little ailment*. No
'is nccossary. They
strange cohttnble in privatn medico) man lias, been present condition.
are not misappro
clotlu* travelling tlirnugh called to them for the
the iliitnrt occasionally for larit nine )earn, iso renl
priated
discuea Inive lieen
the inn no*e nf prosecution
xniglit rlieek thi- ahure

Not iu need

.... Fishing gear would be of
great service to tlie
aboriginals here.

Not necessa77,r

No

amongst them foi that
time.

No............................. No doctor .

Fishing gear would be of
great sendee to the
aboriginals here.

Thev are nil more or le»* nd Tlu'v aie not medicullT Theihoj-iglnalB nrrdvinp very
Supply Of clothing
Yes; in the shape i Not required in this They receive no in ThcyTM-MreGrnernment
l.lnnlm*^
-S isI dieted ter habit-- of intern -itiended. Some of f.ixt The half-nine* who
hUnketR ..n
cm <I.A
Ihr .nil.
SUli 1 * ' mucti, noeded
Btruction,
Clothing.
district.
peramc y> hen thes i im ob thim go to Hr Shehlon in* nther intelligent are
M uy Cftflj\riir, hilt they very
mrnjiliin of bcinir krpt for the winter* as tun liquor The) lire sfl who attioids them free KTT nnairiuE to get ft gr lilt
from ^rcttiny tlinm until the New England dom feen drunk, «nd v Of Charge Ther fay of land from the Goseruthe 21th Mu). Tin district is very cold very luitd to find nut who Govei-nment naglit tu ment, stating they nrr nell
it to tJnm, The nppoint n doctor to able to maringe u, but thu
n mi»*rw't* in carls ,nml during the winter give*
oiiiuion ia that they get it attend them imd thrir general opinion i* that they
if the blanket* Tierc months.
lb rough thrir employirn, child ren, and ifadnctor are hotter without it.
fEurd in the month of
nnd
It
i!3
impM^lLde In i>re* w>ir appointed there
April it ssouhi Lii-mucli
tent then) getting a little.
would got lie to man)
belter.

die.
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Number of Aboriginals in Sub-district.
Men.—Ages.

District. Police Station.

Women.—Ages.

Number of Half-castes in Sub-district.

^

-

1

i

Men —Afros

Women.—Ages,

l
Total.
Between Between Over | Ictwoen between 0>er 3 Total,
Over Bcttf eeuiHctwccu Over
20 i 40 i 40 & 00 J GO 20 Sc 40 40 A (XI 00 2
20 Sc 40 40 & GOj GO 20 & 40 40 1 (iO '00
yeirs. jears. years, j years. 3 ears. years 3
years.
i years | years. years, years. years.
6
i
l
j
Nan'.oi .. Yelinan.......

3

3

Walirctt.......

35

17

Wee Wait , .

£)

Warialda ..

4

|

41

12

3

r

2

2

4

3

4

TamljjrSpriTu;?
Pilliga ....

"io

4

'i

"o

Narrabai .,,.

22

ia

5

13

12

8

35

13

3

8

1

The men are chiefly employed ns
stockmen and horse-breakers,
and sonic of the women ns domostic servants,

21

43 ! 154

7

3

19

31 Nearly all the young men arc
employed on stations they
generally assist the old ones.
Tlie station owners are voiy
good to the aboriginals in this
district.

5

20

G

4

14

21 The majority are employed ai
shepherds h> the squatters iu
tho district.

3

10

2

„

1

9

*2

19

48

"i

B

4

10

B3

11

13

4

0

s

47

9

30

ii

B

4S 154

9

23

0

20

SS

■2

50

21

37 189

S

2

4

5

4

1

5

....

"a
9

1

'

•

M<wil Mofiril ..

1

7

5

l

19

11

Gooiooga__

44

27

3

Cooniburibran

.

1

S

1

6

£i

Working on stations.............

57

Some as shepherds, ring-barking.
and stockmen.

14

30 Generally employed and sup
ported on stations as stockmen
and guncial servants.

12

20 A number of tho younger men
are employed on tho stations
amongst tho stock, but the
majority of both sexes main
tain themselves by* catching
fish.
4 About fifteen arc employed ns
shepherds and stockmen; the
others arc principally su] iported
by station owmtis.

2

^

1

17

28 Some employed on stations; thr
remainder buirport themscKcs
fishing and himiing,

11

22 The aboriginals live in camp and
are destitute, The half-castes
are able to, and do, support
themselios at labouring work
an d shepherding. One family of
half-castes have a selection and
between 200 and 300 fcheep.
28 Shepherding, stock-keeping, and
destroying marsupials.

1

i
•

1

5

9

itoggnbri ....

«)

1

Baradine ...,

3

3

Boggabilla. ..

2S

IS

NorthArokoon __
eastern.

10

7

13

r,

38

0

One half-caste, domestic servant.

29

.
Morce ......... 1
t

How employed, or supported?
(Detail hs far as practicable.)

10

i
3
1

One shepherd, two woodcutters.,

3

i

11

3

1

21

S

25 100

7

10

9

20 Some employed stock-krcpingmid
supported Ijy tho stations.

10

3

20

4

1

4

12 Some of the aboriginals assist the
fanners in gathering their
maixu crop and other odd jobs,
hut they cannot bo persuaded
to stop and hire. Three half
castes have cultivated (rovernment ground, and have ven
full crO]» of maire. They com
plain of their w hitc neighbour?
driving their cattle and horse*
on to their cultivated ground.

4 Chief! v as shepherds and labourers
on surrounding farms and sta
tions, and at bush publichouses.

i

n

1

;,3

3

I

i
j ....

i
i

Boat Harbour

22

17

1

14

ii

2

27

94

!

2

7

5
i

i
i

.

employed by settlers In clearing
ground ami pulling maize.

911
21
.

If proi irtcd
with fishing boats by
If addicted to habits of
If any
Any special
If ail supplied
Government,
or
intemperance?
of tho Aboriginals or with
If in neod
infonnation regarding
Government
otherwise ?
If
in
need
If so, where liquor
their
chihlren
How
medically
pace,
likely
to lie of use
0f why? and in
». comlitiun of boats receive instruction ^ |[f isii““ecc!sm'y, ono£ . ipply of cloth!,'1?i
clot.
! usual])' obtained
attended when sick?
and interest
and gear, and
by Government ?
by them,
If
so,
from
whonij
what sb ape most
many
way
j
in
considering
their
whether property
and suggestions for
requisite,
and to what
condition.
misappropriated.
caivd for; also, what
checking, jf practicable.
■
extent.
subsistence earned
thereby.
I
I
The aborigine* in thU dis Usually by one of No special information.
Yes.
Issue
not
misNo
The blacks in this No ..........................iNot instructed.
trict Are not drnukjnlf their own people,
appropriated,
|
district are fairty1
ft hliouph oc casi nn al ly
well off, and are,
blackfellow msy be ei-cnitt except when the)
the npfghhoumood of * meet with an acci
not at present in1
oubhc house under the in dent, ttion they arc:
need of Govern-J
fluence of dnnk. Police
ment aid.
i
too, use thdr utmost efFortf sent to hospital, or
attended hy a me
to detect nnd bruiR (0 i1
tioe jiubheans cnB oilier* dical man.
j

|Thc old ones require No
, clothing.
.

The old arc in need No
of clothes.
I

o ho Hupjtly liquor
AU ndult? Are Addicted
habiU of ifatempernner
when ther can jirocure
liquor. 'I'he Liccnsim;
IJench fit WAlJgett, At tlieir
qu irterly mcctinc on tlie
*6tli in&t., gtne the puhl
cans to understand that
they v-ere determined to
put down Ihr supply of

Yes. Issue neoce-'Ycs.
gary, and is in noj
way misappropri
ated.

No

girl it‘«nd* thu I'yblic
'•fhMl At Wm "Win,
’i’l.e Ihjj is (tent to

liquOr to thu aborigines
nliGrijpne1?, witli feu- ex
i'es. The issue is None, except the old The
ceptions, drink r, htri tlifr
necessary.
can got iL in *Onifl cAetv
the publicans supply them
when tlie police im- nbmitT sud men who co to
the camp-take apirits there
in bottle-.

school rffpillrl) bj hn
pratlditiollirr, ,-i hlacli
woman. The Oirl is

They aH need 4 Go-Not necessary
vermnent aid —J
clothes, tea, and
sugar,
Nd............

.iNil

It is useless crivingNo
out; better let f hem
work for iv living,|
If any of Ibom get
a few pounds tlicy1
goon s]Kiml oi |
squander it.
‘
INil .......................Nil ............
i
i
i
i
(Fishing gfoar amlj^upfO'idcd ,
j tomahawks wouldi
be of great serviooj
i Iwth articles being|
| requisite in obtain
, ingtlieir living. I
iflovenimont hlan

; kots.

(Sonic of the older Nil
, abi irigines aresadlj
in want of clothes
Thu e mr.U' and out k'-iNot required
j mhli’nburiiiimlsrrqiurci
* doihinp *rtH rMi^ns, 6*|
I they nro v>o old to
'
idit Tor tliemvlrps.i

ii*nt Sj a. Ind) irno has
adopted lief
■No
Yes. Supply not mis Yes,
appropriated.

i Yes Source of supply
notlcnown. Police pre
vent, aa fai’ as pmcticahle, their supplyby
the public.

.iNofc required

Onp mmi piraljhe , enaHe tu
irslk. Ills rcmmill tn u
lio*pit»l ib nifrssarr. His
Kia won’t allotr him to rciua:n in local Inslitutioy,

Yes. Not known how Nil.
Yes Not misappro Not required
Obtained,
priated.
1
It
would
bo
ii9elcss*Somc
arc addicted. In The doctor in the
receive
a
blan
nhuii^innl, fjllicr Chi ket each icar.
giving clothing.
Home eases thchcenseii neighbourhood in
Ji.intmi — receive Itr
publicans suppt), ami variably attends
►tnution fit thu J?arlabn TubliL. School
in others the ‘low'd them gratis,
Tho«r uhlldron
tnl
clashes carry it to
hroMnr kooJ mimhi*rs
them.
*
Of POCll't) if .'FSU.tCfl
Uon t kiio<v of aiiv
otlier.
'
Nil ...............
Mostly addicted tn hnhits nt By their own race ..
Issue necessary
mtnnprrjncr.^hlchis p
Nil

Th n -p r hi M re n—mother Tlicy

nerdUy Gupplud bv the
uJnle pt-opli-.
‘

No

Yes, which arc \ery
necessary, ami ap
preciated during
winter. ,

Nil

find it tei-y difllcull Not attended
Yes. Issue neces No ............................ Iycstn, but
obtain hqunr occ-isinnsary, In no way
allv frnm pulilir,ins» tin
»i isappropriat G d.
police chfckmf* thu fill an

Nil

Yes. J^sue quite nc- Yes; clothing,
ccsEarj.

No

Yes. Issue neces-Yes.
sary to some halfcaslcs.

No .

None

Yes; one blanket Yes. Warm clothing
each. Issue neces for women and
sary. Not misap children in winter.
propriated.

\i't

Yes. Issue not uc No
cesaary,

No....................

VerylitUe intemperance No medical attend
owing to the difficult) ance.
in obtaining liquor,
but all arc addicted to
it
Nil

much ic possible by pro*,
nit km, ftc,
V>« liquor nlitAim-d fnun Nil,
licenn d publu ,uib Wouir1
HUppe ct that IlCATl pijial
tics Ik.-inlllcUil. '

J Some of tlir half esttew!
■ think tht\ OU^llt to polr
I bliuluts
(

IClofhing ...
I

No medical attend
ance.

Liquor obtfiikuc] nt the
bush tsubllc-houiee Not
praclicable tu kci-p a 'vntch
on all ihe bueb public-

No provision madt Tlie aboriginals subsist
in this ros]KJCt. chiefly upon the charity
WHien sick, havo of the people of the
known them to lie neighbourhood.
attended bv the
neighbours about.
None; only their own None.
lemedics

liou'Pa, in Sorm in'Uinrr>
they are tituutud imlf>
from Polico i-lahou*

..No ............
,No

Nil

Not provided. No use NO
for them.

All who apply are Not at present.
supplied with blan
kets. No further
issue necessary at
present. Noe mis
appropriated.

No report of tdek- Tlie throe blacks seem to
nesa.
be in comfortable cir
cumstances, and are
regularly employed.
T Yes, The liquor in most- They seldom or never ,fhe blwk* berni? latlirr fi amit la0p11Jl0n
difficult
cases liought for them t,Xi
get rmftdlnAl
mcuioai ntfvMirl
atrenti- 1toti Hu*
f(tTmdUlrict,
t fnilp
0f
by whites. The only ance when hick.
their intrllrctuol cajiacitT ,
remedy lor the evil, in
but, judsinp /rom Hit few
i-mplt>r»-d as police tracker?,
my opinion, is to teach
1 inould Hunk that, under
them self-respect, a
jironcr management in any
principle tlic> lock
flfb| nf industryi Iftcy are
cipsblr of cnntrihnting to
altogether at present.
the ucnltli uf the country,
and uf auppOrting tlit-rn
sihcs m comfurt.

Yes. Unemployed.
Provisions.
Vcb They arc ifrj No
ileflirnus uf Imrini! i
linat Ht Tn»l Jl-i> fur|
nuri’niiHie
fish could be hold or
mod lortho’rowncon
humptifm. A luhincn«t also would he
prtht boon to Uicm
ThfT taj preit cure
wnuldhiT Uuiiof them,
And a limine oi- shed
would he built by them
Tbet boat, ^-c.,could b«*
placed under laic of
pobco.

Nil

'No, They can get Vo
f plenty of work to
J provide food.

No

No

Yea. Supposed obtained Not medically at
from publinaiib and tended.
*
others.
arc t?tt much T'-e, whm they (jin ubt»in Hi. C u-bnel, of Kemp- Tlie bLuAs of this dish let
Yes. No fuzthcr issue Yffc.SOmC
irADl nf L-Intbffl liquor They Htato iilin-n
iDlelligpiit and iuo*t
necessary this vear m
the)' say, suj> ae^ni
ikirtu-Uliirlytlicwnmu-n . Iboj blTL- monf-y tlm cmi &cy,
InduslriouH when nt wrrk
Tilt-)’ ftiipcar jctlnufi of obtuu gi-O" at ilyrili*^* plies tlieni with, fur tlie ^ittbrs So koiiii,
thu Grafton blarVi, (Sm it h to n-n;, Can n hup ■* medicine free when! lion-pier, at thrj get llie
wbn Uipy Hftv nro ]iro (Summer t*land), and Sal
*mnll amount due tn tlnm,
Tided with clotlic# by mrm’jj (S’lipncrr’s t.'rfek} any arc tick.
wlien their work is dime,
GiiVcrtlimmt,
Tdlonr-js is principally Uiu
they make for » publici*‘mac ofthelr mtt mpe ranee
house Aboriginals havu a
Ely fin mi? tlicm fdmr
errnt ri-rereuco for their
UnTcmmcnl Irind to cuHj
kmu, who rnn exert pmt
miU*, nid naptmiting some
authoriti o'crthem. J-light
person wfm tftkw an
thu rittemnt not be omdt
, inturcbt ill blarku to usU
thrOuith lliqir kittp of r*and uiBtruct them wlut Iu
rlftimiilu finmu at loiht from
do, J>onic fi-i ds aim inlplit
llltU diunkun habits.
be qiu-u them. Abonqiinlft
Arf-iq-n proud «if callmr; a
piece nl'ernund tlieir own
LlCUUr in muat. riisi'n No medical atten there arc u number nf blnrk
Yes. Issue necessary, Ulntluuir sery badly
their naked Bupplied liyaettlurs Would dance.
puls between 6 and 11 sAftr*
not misappropria ivantcn,
nees Kiruly coTon-d by tuanest tbdt a reward be
if taken from the Camps
ted.
old clothi'tt'gnen them otTcred lor ictormatiou
would rnakr usifulurvanu
leadmt? to a conmtion.
Yes .

Ves.
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1

Number of Aboriginals in Sub-district.

r etaveen 1 Botu'ecn*! Over
20 ^ 40 | 40 & 60 | (X)
years, years, ivcars

I

Women.—Age

Men.—Ages.

'
^lletweon I kjtwceiij Over
| 20 & 40 iO&OQ 00
j years. years years.

i

North.
1iullah Pclah .
eastern.
1-iat
(ScssTvick . ..
(^SJ-iUs ........
Soonxiibong ..

Children,

i

Mco.—A^res.

District. F olice Station.

Number of Half-castes in Sub-district.
i

Women.—Ages,
t

1

rotal. jletweeiJllchvccn! Over Jictwcen Between Over
20 & 40 | 40 L GO 00 20 & 40 | 40 & GO 00
years, j years, j ears.l years. | years. \ cars.
1

"'2

::

1

2
1

3 !

"2

2 j

1
1

.... 1

"*i

.::: 1
....

::

3

!

3

1
1

..

::

6

3cncrally domestically employed

1
1

Farmer...................................
5ac rmplnycd n* trsf'kr'T nl fasiih*
I’ohct Mntiim, llie other »9 shepherd
for TslceknwTi.erj llie lidf-wste b> a
ptfn kfnrjicr, and recoisjng iragfSThe half-castes and the black boy
work as labourers, and both
women do washing when thej'
can get it.

i

2 1

1

..

How employed or supported?
(Detail os fur as practicable.)

0
1

j

1

\

i1’Otttl

j

7

i T 1
!
1

21

i

1

t
1

1
Jandlctown .

3

2

4

0

4

21}

0

3

4

5

0

-

j

1

1

1
i
1

Dnngo" .. ..

1

1

1

1

1

4

1

1

I

8

11

15

20

t

FoTster .......

8

5

Frcdqricktowi]

7

4

Gloucjcstor ..

4

4

Grcsford ....

0

Gladstone ....

7

3

4

3

4

2

7

i

4

0

9

5

S

1

2

12

30

5

22

2

20

44

2

2

9

32

3

10

32

3

2

llovvc’a Valley

1

2

3

Kempsej* ....

47

2

4

40

4

2

33

15S

3

2

4

7

Getting honey and fishing, some
times employed by the settlers.

3

s

They occasionally work for the
farmers for food and wages.
When not employed they live
on game and fish/

12

3

14

*

1

1

JFerw a......
Morpeth

.*

1

3

4

4

r,

1

3

Washing occasionally ..............
2

1

1

1
1

0

17

If)

4

12

57

4

Shepherding at Broadly Park
Station ; two boj'S boundary
riding
As lalxmrcr, by Mrs. Taylor,
Morpeth.
*

Mlnmi ......
Pt. Macquarie

2 The woman house-keeping, the
hoy employed fishing.

2 labourers, .............................
3

1

AssistingfarmerB bullock-driving,
but will not stay long in one
place, some half-castes art
good fencers.

Follow no employment; sup
ported by charity,
2

....

34

&

M
East Maitlaiv.

15 General labour, growing vegeta
bles, fishing, and cultivating
portion of 50 acres of Church
and School Lands.

One Fni|ilovr-d by Gtnornment
trorkcr, one a* «tockman, br Mr 3 m
ThoTnpimn, of IViJdin Crrok, one by
Mr. Robrt-U, of Widdin Arm, nsstockman.

”

...

.............................

1

Lainliton ...

West Mnitlanc

a

7

3

IS

Vounc men ■u'waU} employed gatherim*
oysters and hoiUng; rest procuring
)iiini\ i%lirn obtfiinatlr; jll ifQil .1
rnmilliiijp lifr, cscopt one hiitf-caste
and family.
By farmers

1

Kerrahec .. .

Blacks not employed rcgukuly ;
wifi work sometimes for a week
or sOjgcttingiirowood orpulling
com. Principally getting houev
in hush to sell. Oficr.i inriolcnt
habits. Half-castes employed
as hushinon, bullock-drn ers,
stockmen, &c. Supporting
themselves and families. Gener
ally good servants \ in j’Ogular
employment
The haff-castes wrork same as
Europeans, and educate their
children. Aborigines pull com
for farmers, cut firewood, and
other work, such as splitting in
the bush.

10

1

ii

1 Housekeeper for her father a
buslmian.
£5

42 They are scattered through the
district and earn tlieir living
chiefly for the settlers, and oi
wild game they get in the bush
by hunting.

23
If provided
with iishiu^-lxiats hy
If any
Government,
or
If in need
Of the Aboriginals ot
otherwise ?
Of Government aid, If so, condition of boats
their children
why? and m
receive instruction ?
and iroar. and
if $0, from whom,
what shape most
whether properly
requisite ?
and to what
eared for; also, what
Client7
subsistence earned
thereby.

N'ot In need........... iNot provided
No
No

Not instructed....
. No

If all supplied
with Govurnnient
blankets?

If in need

misappropriated? i

Aboriginals annually No, not supplied
supplied.
’
Not required .
No
Two onlv supi>lied’No
with blanket.

Ihr ttomi'H nn1 in noi'd Nil
nf rnliiniN Tlmy aro
^cry i:nlu,>lrw>M'i, but
calWiut pt‘t Morli tn Ho,
and fvere it not fur tin
Undnfi-s (>r the in ighboutu would often In-!
Inintrrs
I

One fialf-ea^te girl, Yes ,
aged 11 years-, re
ceive? instructioi
at the Public School
Pelican Flat.

iVt present not in Not provided
need of anything,
‘except clothing,

No instruction...

If addicted to habits Of
Any special
intern ixsrancc9
information regarding
If so, where liquor
IJou incdicaUv
race,
likely to he of use
usually obtained
attended when sick ?
and interest
by them,
in considering their
and su^gc&tiohe for
condition.
checking, if practicable.

I
, qNot addicted

Not known.

|0f tcm]>erate habits
. TenijHsratc ...........

iTbi- MmiK-n un- in ii-'til lliu -ilmni-in.il bnj. i< ,u|
■ if ,1 BUjitdl .if 11 .lIllHL' | dn-h .1 |» li.ilut-i of mtum
L M.i.rnul' .ni of tlu-l fi'-rniui*, It i*< “uippost-il
- wmmm iii in i.-n bidi thill hr ubtaiTi* llir liqum
t hf-ilth. nnd Btith •> lh.it| Bt tllr imi, Or -mnp prr'iin| i-hr c.mzhtcold l1iruuG:h| I'Cl It llmi und give i{ t<
iraut uf clolhuig
him.
j

Vos, Issiiciiot im'os-Ycs, in inicd of ■suit Thuiiiniiluim 1> mil ti tdrunk Uy doctor.
It thu lli|U!>l Uull bt.ulit ......d,
sary at present, of clothes each
ii luuh opporliiiiju Un •, dii
Not awnic of am
not pet, uxurptai raci* hi
misappt opnation.
niln r frairt-, v-hen thuj
h.n r a rii mre of mixins uj-i
iMlh Dir Imi rlis.tflfrouEll-'
’I he onh |Hi«-ible u.iy nf
|’L< \( lltum tllin lh Iu offIT A
M-irrud ill I'M to nm jx-n-nn
lll.it u||| Ijiy LDruim.iImn
Ul.lt nill c.mMtt p.iitiiK

gn mg lil lukn hquor.
Nunc in this suh- Not required
district
require
Government aid. |

Xonr of the .ib-inam.il'i Oi\]) uo >u|iplird «»ith H would Iks iieoc^arv Vun ntu'h ,< ii-ctH todunk No nicdual atten* Itulf i ai-lr' -nmild Ih- CunorlliPirthildrc&h uni oneblnnl.it nrli.Homr ;n *1,* «
i gnitotiml'Sic-lrm-.U'. dance. When Sick1 »uh ml .iv uvrful i,b humiii'tnirfton (bildct-n more ttmild In- ne<fv.! jn uio turner time Tfu
-ninv if lliur gut n liltlr
nnd idJiifu Thee %hould
nfha)f-c.M(^dt i-pcnn siuy, a^ofti iitime-- thej d Oach gOtastrOUg not br i-mi.lojed bi puli' they must get well r.lining, Or iiJi|irLrilKed ,ib
|n*tmi iu>n from i’ublii nn1 asked fur b\ .iiliui-*, suit of rloHuug to liran^ to cut'firewood, oi best way the}, can. miclldtllrt.
School le.ithiT,
nnd nnUo be not, ’.n
Jtccv, them win in. the fimah>s ntt n* domei-tii
not mi»ppr«pmt,4
^ 0'lly ono biallkoi •.urMUUs. Tliimrimld clH'iV
tn -i grrat uslrnt their
each is supplied
ilnnking habits It
tn mi b li.ird foi pohcu lo
ih-lei t publioans v.liFn *up
pKingthem with dnnk.

1

GoTirrnmeiit ild would Not prmitlrd. Thu boati None
hr mO«t drilflble in usod, bchmy tiithuojBturthe thnpe of bontG, min. The hnir-caBtu'e^Ji1
s^eur, Ac.
n boot

Yus, biUC ri-iy nrc-l,,< Ves.
snrj , not nwtrr uf nm
inisapproprinlmn The
h.ilf-castu nnd fnimb1
retune none.

Four malty nnd two Xo ..4.......
females in tit-cd of)
Guvumment aid (a*,
th-j an' verj old}, D\
piTing them food and
clothing
|
Ves IVmild suggest Not required
agricultuml imple
ments,
ploughs,
spades, and fishin”:
lines
Two of the ohl people Not
?
required
arc blind andlnfirm
and need food and
clothing.
Two female blacks No
and one male in
need of aid because
they air uot able
to work for their
lining.
Not in need of aid . Nil

Yes, Issue necessary A'es

No

VkuhIIv
Iritlpcrnte, but Unattendod profc»i
liquur belli tud lo lx f-ionnlly, Medicine
olit.iiiiUd nhen Uirtum- gisron them by the
^Liinn-i olfur fpohcc tupur
\j*.u>ii tuniimaNly v,illi- whites.
llrfiM nj i>\ ulute^
Yus. Ft 6m those tlicy Hy
Dr,
Gabriel!
usuaiK work for.
Kempsey,

Threr allenil tin1 Dar- Yos. Js^uc neces Yei. Fuji|>lird 1.1*1 join Fairl) tt,m]>r,iati,( aboiulln1 No provision made.. All in good health.
rlni?lon Public ^clmnl. sary ; they me not through Mr. Gnmik
.nrrage uf thrir thi , fiMand Others iru |;iimc In
(omnlud fur ilrunki. uni-sn
no nr rune: mm I* nl...
atlced.
II Ftiriiiiin. misappropriated.
during last time )itir».
nnjr this year
rtlbhc ScliOOl iLiiclicr.
iilwi t\> o com Ictlons itgainftt
public m",
An old man Jnckrj has lost
No........................... Yos. Issue iicectsury, Ves.
Some are, but now are Dr. Park
thu u«e of Ids lopn for some
unable
to
obtain
and in no way'
timi-, n blind nnd m a \ cry
misappropriated ” ’
liquor.
mtM-rabli: *1*!?,
]Ir.
Gabriel
coafuqucni-u tif Ihnr
Ves. Issue neecssarv
'fn mmii. ihuv Yes. WhencAcr they fly
‘
| clmrnctLr .LinMiH|’ii><ili'in fur
Not
iniiaj'lilO-i 1“'^...... fink. <1 only can ohiiun luiuoi
Kempsey.
I iuiiiomiu' from |ilii(u 1'>
, ,
■l ^
fur llir gotidnuR*.'if the
generally
pLicc, nn gnod purm nn'Tilly
pnateu.
public giMrig thi'm Liquor
enn be dntu' tliry uiiuh of
obtained from those
their cnit-ulf • lotion,
tbem would be butter of u
who employ them.
suit of elothus j cnily.
I
Aboriginal irtoc died out
Not addicted .. .
‘Not nccessan’........ 'No
iu this district.
No..............................

NO ...

No

No

A few arc in want of Not required
| clothing;
those
who are Infirm,
f

Jfn T.xcupt nt Tounn
(’rei,b> Upper MiuSeBj
Kiver, Mr Thompson,
J.P , instructs thu
lilacks on Ihk ttation
to rtod and figure

Tlicy aio in no needlNo
at lut^cnt, but
they iiosscss
homestead of their
own.

Till- boy lin lircn'Yjjg
Need a fresh Yes. Woman needs Tlie \w\iu m dimkp tn ukcuu Tb, district doctoi-s'Nonc,
m imn-f inptruction supply.
I C-'aniomUb
I < Hamit
under cJothm,
at
uvpoiibc
of
from ilr. Cummins,
■’^certain wheii shcobLnnv employers.
I.bLc
Uf
it. thereBfiptar*nopr:iiliia able lo n ail and
Cahlr raujin* rtf < tk-CtUnlly
B'tlte fairh.
^topfimg it The bo\ is of

Some \m\ ieions such Not required
aa broad, tea, and
sugar required at
stated timed.

Have no chihlren. Yes, Not been mis- Clothing now neces- Y on. Wlii'-h it generally gnt At Maitland Hospital
nt imhliu-liouiK'H Tn-sent
No
instruction
a]i]iropriatCiI.
9:ui.
Act If enforced will check
given.
the ml.

Yen. l«eue TU'cujaan, Ye*. The old andYes. WU1 work moru imII YOS. Dr. Gahriel is’Thu t.ico is dreunt-raiiTU*
nnu porcmi airts-tivd br! IrifiMii
iazly for pui>oicn who *up
very attentive and)r womm arc lUrj JOO-sC «l
Police and brought1 iI11,rui‘
]>lr thum with liquor. A
before the lb-nth (nri
good reward 'in coaiictiun often I'jaes 40 ori their mortis, ind in soine
rnrchn^ms bliiikul*,
would Ih-Iji to check tlieir TiO nillos tO attOlidJ rases tin-) tre HiifFunng
from Ilium
them when sack. I from wascqneuirt.
being mip]died with liquor

sober Imbit#.

No ............................. No ...............

No .......................

No .

No ..................... ..

No .......................

NO .

No ...............

Yes; clothing for
self and children.

No

Not, in need............. No ...............

Docs uot
school.

Nil ............................ Nil...............

Nil .........................

Nil

No ............................ No ................ .

No .........................

Nu

They are in
fuvlher need
blankets
clothine, as
get
their
living.

Nil

Yus Issue necessary Yes, very much
and not misappro
priated*

Nil
than
and
they
own

"

Temperate
Temperate

)>0,

No.............

Was received into
Dcncvolcnt Asjiuni

No .

Don’t know: never
hoard of sickness
in this family.

Nil .................

Nit.

F. Nainby, chemist,
Morpeth,

Not required

No.

Provided
father.

Yes, throe blankets Ves
attend No blankets issued: No .
not necessary.

hy

her No.

Yes, w)im they can eut it, When thov arc siek
but art uhfcYi-d by tbt the Police rejiorr
Police. They u-.il illy nlitam tlie matter.
lliu liquor nt llie public-'
liouvcR nnd w iiiu-‘iliu|)'t
It it uuld nliH be. D cliei k m
them if tlici e was a n. wan

offtrod to petHiriH thwt
would inform on pirhra
lupplfing lb Uni Vi ith dr '
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Number of AborijfiimN m Sub'district
i

Men.—Ages

1

District. Police Station ,

I

Men.- Ages

Women -—Ages

Retween Retween Over RtttweCii Retneen Over
3
20 & 40 40 & 00 ] 00 20 & 40 40 & 60 : so
years. tears. 'years. years. jears. years.
o
NorthNambuucra
eastern—

1

25

21

2

Number of Ifulf-castos Ln Stib-tHBtrirl'

24

8

1

37

Women. - Ages.

Total Beta eenjuetwecn Over •Between Between Oter <s
20* 40 40 * 00 CO 20 * 40 40*60 CO
years. ' years. years. | years. years. 3 cars. 15
u
ns

2

How cni])loyctl or supimlcd?
(Dct-ail n.5 far he priveticablo.)
Tot*L

C

S

Emplovcd by puttiers, e'enorallj’
in clearing land Mid agricultu
ral pm poses.

1

2

Women employed as domestie
sen ants. Men getting honey.

2

Shepherding and stock-keeping..

G

8

No fixed employment, except the
half-caste nniu, who is a stock
rider

1
1

confirmed.

i
l
Stroud .........

1

Scone .............

5

1

1

2

1

4

1

3

1

n

i

1

Singleton ....

4

2

r>

2

r,

i
l

''

i

l

...
1

20

i

Tindnee.........

1

0

1

1

Taree............

r>

7

2

1

■
!

13

■

3

1

5

7

Com-pulhng on farms on Kimbiki, Uurrill Creek, and Dry
Creek.

2

...

fi

8

They occasionally work for the
farmers for food ami wages. In
their natural state thcylivc on
fish and gaino, which state thej
prefer to live in.

J4

IS

Employ cd ] -I ii ici| tally foil mgtrecs,
from which fhpy obtain honey
and sell it to the storekeepers'
and others in the district.

I

2

Tho male a labomcr in the bush;
the female a servant.

1

Stockman.......................................

7

14

.They are occasionally employed
j by tho fanners when they will
accept it, for which they are
paid in rations, wages, and
clothing In their natural state
they live on game, &c. They
seldom live long at one employ
ment.

t

Tea Gardens

7

1

0

3

4

20

7

2fi

Wallscnd ___

1

..

1

i.

3

1

■■ '
..

Wollombi . ..

Nil.

Wingham ,,,.

4

i

....

1
l

4

"
..

1
12

4

4

2

3

17

10

o

....

i

..

i
f

Western.. Wo liar

___

3

o

2

1

6

14

Wallcrawniig,,
Toogong __
Talhrogar ,...
Sofola.............

..
'
Nil.
1

''

Rackley..........

Kvdal.............
Rylstone ....

6

Parkea .........

1

Obley ...__

One* pmplrivd :i* tmet-T at Woltar
I'olu ? M iu«m Tlic rrmamder of tm
mi'Ti lire emjdcij-eit lla* greater pjrt of
tlm \tar li^ nnill stoi L-ownorn The
Mottuu nrc olten cmplnjed wanlimg,
Xc

Nil.

2

1

1

....
....

2

1

1

2

11

1

2

.
1

..

i

••

i

i
•

■
•

..
....

0

7

Shepherding..................................

d

(5

Mamed to a while man—a Riie|jlieril....
Shepherd ........................................

..
.

Married to an linglishman; a
miner

r>

10

12

Sci'en of tlio men arc employed
as station hands; one is a
Police tracker: and one is too
old to woi k. The women live
on chanty.

1

3

C

Aboriginal as tracker; half-castes
as shepherds.

25
If jii'ov Itled
wifh nsluiig-boats by
If any
If addicted to habits Of
Government, or
]f all supplied
Any special
If in need
of the Aboriginals or
intemperance?
otherwise ?
| information legarding *
with Government
of Government ^id) If so, condition
their
children
If
in
need
If so, whore Liquor
of boats
blankets?
How
medically
utico
,
likely
to be of use
win V and in
receive instruction ?
of supply of clothing
usually obtained
ami fear, and
attended when sick?i
and interest
whevt bha]io most
If .so, from whom, If issue ncccfcsary, or by Gov eminent?
by them,
whether
propcity
in
any
way
|
in
considering
their
njqui&itc.
an ! to what
and suggestions for
ouetl for, also, what
condition,
misappropriated ?
chocking, if practicable.
extent'!
subsistence earned
thereby.
I
I
A ■fishing-boat and Not providid
.|No
Yes.
Neccssarj' \ |01d aboriginals needles. Fiom publicans, Dr Gabriel, of Kemp rhe nbornrmali in tVii!? dis
trict ■irrmid barter v.hafj'. tr
gear would bo \ 01f
alioriginais blan clothing
' "
as the|
"
‘
*
bcv, appointed bv
fanners!,
and- others
LimpiTty tlic\ poS’-if-* for
ii'iisful, as the ri\ u'i
by fixing a substantial theGovenunent. * .tlcclmli
kets are in jiosses
v inter
here
finrl it is (UsirnMu
teem h mtii IMil
&ion of whites.
gcneraliv cold.
penalty the practice
to prt^ent nlidOT fmra bnjand there is reatlj
in^
■Ii'-' Db'irigmjlR riddling
could be checked.
.
Mul lil&nkids Sumc of ttie
sale for them,
rt-irislc fcbnrirt'inals Uie irilil
white LiUslilUt-n, Uioir rhil
dren Mill bccoirtC a icry
undfiirnble cIskS off'ir.];!?,
mhenlmg a? lliry no dfiuht
Mill thi' Iomt'I of the white
•nan's^Ices fnmnheu Talh^r
and die Kbongmai1 cunning
anti luw morals from llmr
niotlitr.
Some light American No
. •None receiving in-.Yes. Not misappro Yes. W&nnclothing. At Wine* ILipt are «i\rn t' Receive no medkall
nmprr.mci‘.
llnnk
,
axe? would be ofi
1 btriiction.
priated.
i
u&ually oH lined i'i tht ■ attendance.
great bunofit to
1 lower order of Kun^x-unK
]
tliem,
|
I itthn'iicnnstpublir-hoiWP |
|
All wflni k mki ti*, No
... 'None .
All addicted todrinking. No medical attendant1
None this year yet
Itisthegeneralopinion appointed for the
aJ n Ihrir eurii'iitfvf
that the} are all sup-) aboriginals of this
win.lil l» ™ tf! * irnl t'
prr.MJc ibin* n-tiasu I
I plied by publicans oir district Dr. Treed
rifji, bat tl.n n'l-.ti'-l
j
the
quiet, or through has prosaibwl graWvjirj.tte tU.a,—mi1*!
| their servants, but it ip] tuitously for then:
tin etccj-'jiuKiftbi i'lr
o%irC •, aim m toy iiiill
difficult to cafceh them, on one or two oecato nork
|
j sions
An occasional mpph No
|Rceoiv e no ilibtruc Yes.
Issue neces
As a rule they are mode- Not aware of any apof bread, tta, and
tiOll.
sary. Do not opratcly temperate in ])Hcatiou foi medisugar would be a|
ivcar to misappiothis district.
cal attendance.
benefit to them f
I
pm to them.
Yes. By pmudingiNo
\03
Hut
ire
nrul?
supikiicd
Byrioctorb
; butnoue
iNo ...
Yes.
Issue of blankets ner-uliIicaTi* ind
H-illi drink, m ciiiistqu^nce
ftt,nnii,tnH bv if by nny rrn’Rrt*
them with i>roiNi
cuiild W preifnUd
eessar? of being cotintjjjitlv i Hi- S;re ^I'PwnMa Ii> oflirts
moans of aubv t '
frmn supjl}intf the ubun|i!n\ed 111 Hie bach bs set-1 Government to at- ; (juifill
Mith
liqurr, they
once,
|
tlcr^ 'Hi'1 (inly wir lo tend them.
Mould, when supplud vitfi
check il 15 til mtllfl n muchi
I'lotliinq,
blimketx,
ice., he
hiMMcr penalty unnji per
brought birii from the \nsons who supplj tficm,
I
jjran i hubitA they are ro *cmnomrd lo, jthI be imdi'
comfoi tilild ami mdubtrions.
Six mate blacks in.No
No
Yes
Issue neces Yes ; very much Yes-; whenever they can By a doctor.
No In consequence of t?ieir cha
need of aid UtcaiiNel
sary, Not misap They would bej1 got it Liquor occa medical man ap- racter -uni ilispontion fur
from place to plftcr
of infirmity—rme a.\
propriated.
naked onl} for the sionally obtained froiuj jHDiiitcd to attend ro-immu
frcqucnllj, no crood perma
cripple: onesulfcr-,
goodness of the| these who employ the aborigines hi nently can be done thim;
ing from cancer in
public in giv mg them. To check this Uiia Uistiict
IhpT must ba^e their own
face; four unable
foomh way The blankets
them their cast-off1 a flue of £50 or six
should he lesimd to iln-m on
to find their uwn
clothes.
months m gaol abso
lit nf April instead of 21tli
living through ago
lutely necessary, or a
May, because the cold wea
and infirmitv.
ther Set* in nboUt let Apnl,
rowan! sufficient to in
imd the old blankets an*
duce civilians to in
Generally nom out before
form on offenders.
lliey get tlic now ohm,
throni^li their OMn neclcrl;
abo e ich of them should get
n SUil of clulliCS jetrly.
They require twojThey have l>een sup- None
Yes. Ait'cry tiecessarj A supply of warm Some of them are very They do not receive Some of the half-caste
They ure not mi*,appro clothing for the intemperate in theii any medical ai>
more boats with j nlied with one boat
children look very in*
priated It has been
gear, also fishing| In the Government,
the custom for thitL to coid wcatherwould habits, Afterdisposingl tendance whatever tclligent, and, if taken
lines; and a supply 1 which now requires
he Biipplk'd with Mon- be a great benefit of tho honey they ob when sick.
away from the abori
of American axc'« pointing, it is in good
Vet* at Deiilnh Hclah,! to them.
tain, they sometimes
gines ami educated,
a di'tanrn ot 2" milesl
would be very usedI condition otherwise
get the Europeans of
would no doubt become
frnin whfrd tlirv jire[
ful to them when] It is used by them
Ihe lower class to pur
ti^uall) If thrT coxild
useful
members of
employed honey-1 when moving from
In1 supplied hit& theinj
chase liquor for them
society.
from trie Tea tjardeiifi]
getting" one part of the dis
from the publicans.
instend.
It
would
be!
tuct to the other.
much better
|
Nil
The child recrivea
Not necessary
Not required ........
'No .
No
Theadult provides by Not known,
slruclmn from Mr
his savings;
W&lkh, Pnlilic School
female by
tevcher, W*]fo>ad.
master.
Not in need ..............Nil
Nil
Nil .......................
No
No .
Nil ...................
All tho aborigines died
out in this district
None execiit that No
Two half-caste chil Yes.
Issue ncces-Yes. A suit of clothes yegi xhev occasionally No medical man ap In cnnficquenef of llirir insta
mentioned in this
(Iron arc going to Kuy, mid insuffi each badly
get liquor from people 1 pointed to attend bility of ch.iracternttd reiving
a Public School.
report.
cient. Not known' quired. They would who employ them A the aboriginals in disposition, they will ffldom
long in any one emto be misappro be naked only for heavy fine and long this district, and no remain
pluymenlorplnce.pn ferring
priated.
tho chanty of the imprisonment would hospital where they ehort cngagcmeDta. Any en
settlers and others most likely check this can obtain medical deavour to promote ibeir
or temporal welfare
supplying
them offence.
1 treatment.
Fre qpinttial
is nf<xt to hopeless, but
with
cast • off
quently they re something might bd done to
clothing.
ceive medical aid make their lites more com
fortable by temporary relief
free of charge.
being afforded them when
ncccssarv Blankett should
be issued on IstApnl instead
of ?4th May, anu a suit of
clothing each at the aame
They do not appear No
to be in want of
Government
aid
other than blan
kets.

No

Yes.
Very neces
sary- Not misap
propriated.

No .

No".'.*.

Net required.

No

Not known.

Nil .................

Nil

Yes. Not misappro NO
priated.
Nil.......................
No
No .......................
No

No.

No
No

No ,
No ,

Attend themselves.

No

No

No

No

No ,

Same as Europeans. This woman is last of the
tribe in this di*Uict-, a a
skilful nursd, n Wpuleynn,
and a regular attendant at
chapel.

The thrif nld people are Nil
ureently in need oi
aid, nil of them being
too old even to moie
about to beg. The
other* all arc able ip
pet their IjKinjf. A
riilly rilion for 1he
old paoplo ib most
reoiiUitc
No ..................
No

Nil

Yes; issue necessary, No
not misappropri
ated. A blanket
each should be
given to the half
caste children.

No

Yes.

4—D

NO

Yee.

No ..

No

Not attended.

A eesrrro of 20 news lian Ixrti
maili' by Goicmment for
this couple.

Nearly al! the liquor is No provision made.
procured by the inter
vention of a third
party, by which the
publican supplying it
escapes punishment.
No .

No idea ,

NiL

916
26

Itumber of Aboriginals in Sub-district.
aien.—Ages.

Number of Half-castes n Sub-district.

Women.’-Ages.

District. L’afce Station.

Men.—Ages.
P
O

Total, jBetween IBetween Over Between Between
Over
20&40 40 £00 00
20 £40 40 £00
GO
years
years. , Tears. years. years. ’ears,

Between ]Between Over ! Between!Between Over
■o
20&40 40 & 60 GO
20 £40 40 £60 60
years. years. vears. years. years. *ears.

i

Western.

O'Connell’s
Plains.
Marsden - - .

1

Mount
M4Donald.
Moiong .....

7

MissJIagec --

2

Mudgec .. .
Mundonan..

1
1

1

Women.—Ages,

o

8

0

1

3

7

18

1

1

1

4

1

1
4

1

P

—
0

13

boundary-riding ;
two
fencing ; one police tracker;
one laboui-er.

23

F

11

S
Shepherding
and station work

8 l

Louth

1

28

Hartley.........

2

1

2

....

i

Ltthgow.
llfom ..
3

2

S

32

""i

......

5

4

1

1

09

37

1

Orenfdl

1

Gongolgon

10

14

5

OuTgonc,

2

Forbes ..........

1

G

13

.
.

1
2

Eringonia ... .

10

1

2

2

31

1

Q

12

P
S

2

17

1

of the younger children and the
two old aboriginal women, who
ore too old to shepherd,
s omo on stations ; others live ii
their native state in the bush.

10

;;

c the charity of the inhabitants.
On

6

8

IS

s

1

7

3

1

2

14

21

I

honcv-solliiJir.

2

1

3

0

7

10

a

2

5

S

1 len,
shepherding;
domestic duties.

23

62

..

l pmii? (rucAer, o <ioin«iic
c
■wnfKt-cvUpr*, i5 •.tatlon hMijls, 5 kill*
me fe]\n?aroos. 1 tilind,5 siifplierding
1 IdLoyrtr, Kl will] Ufc, S3 children,

1

2
3

i

4

12

41

2

....

s

4

Dubbo

.

133

SI

15

90

41

16

117

407

Condobolin

.

25

10

5

30

10

2

20

103

1

1

ployed as shepherds; one black
woman, aged over GO, and one
child live on charity.
'

1

1

' "i

women,

10 4

7

1 iJ
caste, domestic sen-ant

42

5

10

16

2

33

IS

10

13

£0

3

8

139

244

12

37

1

Stoney Creek
iCanov.iDclra ,
|Cudal...........
!
Cowra ..

half

36

2

n

_ nes unemployed;
castes on stations.

4

1

Durage ........

A

i

2

9

4

3

B

1

14

1

i

1

12

2

1

'2

Hargraves..

Hugowra
Hill End

ITow employed, or supported?
(Detail as for as practicable )

ratal.

2

""i

15

2

4

4

46

hi

"as

43

151

4

2

12

1

<
aboriginalrn.iri m tracker, childr«tt *s
serrants: Julf-caaleB ns BenantB.
men, women, and children live
in bush.

1

'"2

13

io

4

6

14

" 4

"ii

SB

84

The hnlf'Cnstp* find \ouni? abonglnali
me emplovcd an Btation^; the old
hlucis and children support thembolus by Hahinp and hunting.

1

3

10

24

On stations mustering stock, cut
ting firewood, drawing water,
Ac.; old men and women live
on charity.

1

3

5

The men and 1 woman shepherding ; one
police true kre i hilf caste man fenc
mtr, wottiin married to a white man ;
children cared for by general people,

1

ridi-r<<, out1 littU’-cuete rionmn miimcd
tn n white man, other li'ing with n
isliltc mao

....

Carcoar ..
Trunk cyC
Cobar___

k
.

0

i

Coolah ..

.

1

i

Blayncy.
Bourkc .

!

* 56

”20

'4

"lO

‘"a

Brewarrina ,.

£G

17

2

52

23

Bathurst . ..

1

6

2

2

i

4

£

3

2

1 as tracker, 4 by butchers, others

looking after stock.
Boundan'-riding, shepherding,
and general bugh v.rork.
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If provided
with fisliing-boata by
If any
if addicted to habits of
Government,
or
If all supplied
Any special
If in need
of the Aboriginals or with
Intemperance ?
othenviae?
Government
information regarding
of Government rvid,
their
children
If
in
need
If so, where liquor
If BO, Condition of bouts
blankets?
, of supply of clothing
How medically
race,
likely
to be of m*
why! and tn
receive
instruction?
us Sally obtained
and gear, and
necessary, or
attended when sick ?
and intci C9t
what shajxj most
If so, from whom, If issue
by them,
by Government i
whether properly
in any way
in
considering
their
and to what
requisltoand suggestions for
eared for; also, what
misappropriated ?
condition.
extent ?
checking, if practicable.
subsistence earned
thereby.

Nrt

Some land for mar
ried people.

jY«

Yes

No

‘i's, From publio-homefc Very seldom.
imd Pli iiities-.
Heavier
petUilly on put-litans nmJ

.

Education.

<^llnnt), krciim

Nil .........................

No ............................

No

Nil ............................ Yes; not misappro No
priated.
Nil...............
No .............. ,
Yes ,
No .
The two old women are Nil ................................ Nil ............................ Some nre; soma not. \ 63
in need of aid m the
Issue
necessary.
shape of clothing,
food, Ac,, being too old
to enTO a IMng,
No ................................ No ............................ No blankets here. Mowt of tin? bl.iqk& in
ting djatnil ure cOmGreatly needed,
jilftfly na'k.i'c!, nml nri'
gresitly in nctid nf
No ............................

clothiTig

Nil................................ Nil

...............

No ............................

Yes.

Yes. No ,,,, No

Three of their children
No
re x'xit to Biloela,
and they hare foui
more at home, ti\o of
which attend the
Public School at iVindeyer.
Women and child re No ................................ No........................... Yes; issue necessary. Yes.
quire food and
Not misappropri
clothing; the rest
ated.
Clothing,
No ............................ No. Much required ,. No.............
No

Yes; supplied by publi- Gratuitously
Cans clandestinely.
’’
Yes; usually obtained’No medical attendfrom the local hotels. | anec.
No ... -.......................... Go vet nment doctor..
Yes, when they can get Nil
liquor, wliichisusually
supplied from publichouses.
Yes ^ as a rule ob- No medical attend
tallied from swagmen. ancc available.
Police here check it
when practicable.
Yea. Yerj hard for the By thcmsch.cs.
police to find out who
supplies them.
Mostly temperate ...
No modi cal aid

Nil.
Arc fend of grog, tobacco,
and Idleness, nhich ehoald
bo checked as much aa
possible, at it is most in
jurious to them,
None.

None.

She is a most inveterate
drunkard.

No

................................Not attended by a Nil.
medical man.

With rare exceptions all
arc. The liquor is
often obtained for
tficm by low eharac
ters for'immoral pur-

By Uieir rmplovi’r
When thfro is * tnhr
of blicks, nnr of it is
rtcoffnltctf m u doctor,
die king of It is a rule

No .
Slightly,
At publichouses.
Yes. Liquor obtained at
bush public-houses.
No................... .
..

Doctor
No medical attend
ancc.
NiL

If the aborigines nf tills pLrl
of Now South Wijcs were
supplied wiih boat! and
nets, as they are In somi
parts, it would tend to
regulate thuir intemperate
habits.
Yes; issue necessary. The aboriginals arc Not so far as is known Not known to be If practicable it wmild he well
to rf-wne somt' of the heat
sick.
in need of clothing. to tbe police.
fishing frnunds Hieing the
bay and rnor hanks for the
aboriginals
Not many cases of in' From the whites.
Yes. Issucneccssary, Yes.........
nob misappropri
temperance.
ated.

No ............................ Nil ................................ Nil ........

No ............. .............. Not................................ No.. ..

No ............................. No ................................ No..........
No ............................ No ................................ No . .

No ..
No ..........

Nil............................. Nil ................................ Nil

Not oil; issue neces Nil .........
sary.
Yes.........
No; Mr. Anderson is No...................
educating 2 half
caste children.
Yes; food and cloth No ................................ None, exccept two, one Yes. Issucneccssary, Yes; women, child- Yes. From public-houses
at Gobohon by Mr. not misappropri ren, and the old, 1 and low whites.
ing for the old and
Gardmer'e tutor, the
children.
ated.
ttthtT at the ft C. De
tiominutiOn.il school.
Nil ................................
. Yes. Public-houses and
Yes. Yes, No___ No
j shanties.
No ......................... Nil ................................ No...................
No
No
.No..................................
No ............................. No ................... .

No ................................ No, the children beloni?- Yes. Issue necessary No
ing to the married hatfcane woman attend
school , the other
woman's doea not

No.

Never sick.

No.

By themselves.

Some rough huts should
be erected for them.

Nil ............... .

Education.

Medical man.

None,

By a medical man.

Not in need............. Not required ............. Nil............................

Yes ................................ Badly.

Appear to he iery well
provided for imd not in
need of Gotemment aid

Cannot say they are Never knew any to
be sick.
' given to drink.

No ............................ Yea Ifisuenprpsfliiry. Xot
awari- nf tlii'm being
misappropriated
No ................................ No ............................ Yes. Issucneccssary, No
Not misappropri
ated.

Greatly in need of
food and clothing.

No............................ Yes. Issucneccssary, Yes. Clothing
Not misappropn
ated.

No ............................

No ... .

..

Yci. laaue very neces- No
oary. Not mtaappnv
pnated, require Miuiket9 twice a jenr.

Yes. Olitam liquor from Not.
t arious persons.
Yes* Procured by wo They rceene no medical
A great
men of the lower class attendant*
number are fuffertns
of whites. No sugges from Tenereal
tion.
m«r whwh they hare
no control,
In most cases the women Bathurst Hospital.
are sober and well be*
haved*

Sydnty: Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1333.
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1883.
Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

PROTECTION OF THE ABORIGINES.
(MINUTE OF COLONIAL SECRETARY, TOGETHER WITH REPORTS.)

Ordered by ike L%i'lalies Assembly t) be printed,

2

March,

1SS3.

Minute of Colonial Secretary.
26 February, 1883.
Having carefully read the two reports by the Protector, the various letters and
articles which have appeared in the newspapers on the La Perouse blacks, and the
report of Messrs. King and Fosbery on the Warangesda and Maloga Mission
Stations, the opinion which I formerly held is confirmed, via., that much more
must be done than has yet been done for the Aborigines before there can be
any national feeling of satisfaction that the Colony has done its duty by the
remnant of the aboriginal race. It has boon too generally assumed that that duty
has been liberally fulfilled by the annual distribution of a certain number of
blankets or a few articles of clothing, by giving now and then a boat or some fishing
tackle, or by the relief on special occasion to cases of starvation and disease.
A more systematic and enlightened treatment of the Aborigines, however,
appears to be necessary if we either desire to extend towards them any of the
blessings of civilization or to feel that we have done our duty as a nation in regard
to them.
A movement in tho right direction was taken by the late Administration
when a Protector to the Aborigines was appointed; and a further step in advance
was made when the police collected the valuable information published by Mr.
Thornton’s instructions on 12th September last, showing the number of Aborigines
in the Colony (which appears to be about 9,000), in what districts they are situated,
and to what extent they are usefully occupied, or in what degree they sustain
themselves by work, either regular or occasional.
Praiseworthy as these efforts are, I am constrained to think that they are
insufficient for tlic purpose. To ensure efficiency in itself, and to make it satis
factory to the public, it seems to me that the Protectorate should not be in the hands
of one person only, however able and zealous he may be, but should reside in a Board
composed partly of officials and partly of gentlemen who have taken an interest in
the blacks, have made themselves acquainted with their habits, and are animated
by a desire to assist in raising them from their present degraded condition.
91—A
Inasmuch
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Inasmuch as some portion of the work to he done lies beyond the province
of the State, and yet must run side by side with aid from the public funds, advantage
should, without distinction of creed, he taken of any movement dictated or impelled
by the benevolent or religious instincts of individuals or Societies working in the
same direction. Such, for instance, as the Society for the Protection of the
Aborigines, which should be aided on some recognized scale in proportion to the funds
voluntarily raised, as well as by grants of land when necessary on which to locate
the blacks. This view was taken by Sir John Kobcrtson when acting for my
predecessor, and he then promised to supplement the voluntary efforts of the Society
and the missions which are befriended by it. A grant of land was made to certain
Trustees for Warangesda, but no amount of money seems to have been proposed to
or voted by Parliament for the purpose; the promise made will now he redeemed
by the sum on the Estimates for the present year. My predecessor gave £200 for
the Maloga Station, which appears on the Supplementary Estimates, and I have now
given an equal amount to Warangesda, anticipatory of the above vote.
In districts to which that Society or others of kindred spirit have not
as yet directed their attention grants of suitable land might he made, and stations
formed to which the blacks might resort, even though their residence may only he
fitful, to receive instruction in useful employments; such stations might he made
partially self-supporting, the Aborigines taught various branches of useful practical
knowledge, the children—especially the half-castes—receive school instruction, and
the aged, sick, and infirm find a resting-place with some degree of comfort and
attention. While I would not altogether shut out the idea of purely Government
stations where necessary, I cannot say that I am very favourable to them. I believe
it to he a sounder principle to encourage benevolent effort in this matter; it should,
however, be always kept in mind that all aid should be given in such a way as to
discourage idleness and promote habits of useful work. It may be difficult to
accomplish, but ought ever to be aimed at—the young to he educated, the sick,
aged, and infirm to he supported, and the strong, active, and healthy to be engaged
in useful work and encouraged in self-sustaining efforts; at the present time, for
instance, it is worthy of consideration whether many of them could not he made
useful in the extirpation of the rabbit pest.
I do not here enter into the discussion as to the extent of mental or moral
culture to which the Aboriginals arc capable of being trained. It is sufficient
that in one or two instances a marked progress has been developed. (See, for
instance, the fac-smiile of an aboriginal female’s letter in Brough Smyth’s
“Aborigines of Victoria,” vol. II, page 260; also the Victorian Protector’s reports
for the past three years, the reports of the Moravian Station in South Australia, and
other sources.) It thus appears that the fact has been proved sufficiently to prevent
us from sheltering ourselves from our duty under the plea that it is impossible to
reclaim them from their nomadic habits, or from their ignorant superstition and
degraded condition.
It seems to me therefore to he the duty of the State to assist in any effort which
is being made for the elevation of the race, by affording rudimentary instruction,
and by aiding in the cost of maintenance or clothing where necessary, as well as by
grants of land, gifts of boats, or implements of industrial work.
The
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The mode of doing it, and the extent to which it shoidd be done, are much
more difficult problems than to decide in general terms that it should be done. It
is for this reason that I strongly advocate a Board of Protection in preference to a
single Protector. It should be a special instruction to such Board that, while it aids
usefully benevolent efforts and deals liberally in cases of hardship or suffering, it
must carefully guard the funds with which it may be entrusted from the abuse
which might attend lax management or unwise and unnecessary deportation of
blacks from districts where there may be a reasonable prospect of their obtaining
work to others where, being strangers, they become either too dependent on charity
or lapse into habits of idleness.
After much consideration of the whole question, I submit to my Colleagues
that it is desirable—
1. To appoint a Board of Protection to the Aborigines, consisting of from
five to seven persons.
2. To place at the disposal of the Board such sum as Parliament may
annually vote, to bo expended at the discretion of the Board, partly in
supplement of funds raised by private benevolence and expended by
voluntary Associations, and partly in direct support of Government
stations; also the distribution of blankets and clothing, which is
now made from the Store Department through the Benches of
Magistrates or otherwise, and the administration of any other aid
which is given to the Aborigines.
3. That the Board he subject to the control of the Colonial Secretary, and
render to him an annual report of their proceedings to be laid before
Parliament.
That an office and services of a Secretary be placed at the disposal of the
Board, and that the expense of visiting the stations or other abodes of
the Aborigines, in pursuance of the work hereby entrusted to them, he
a charge upon the funds.
5. Police Magistrates or gentlemen who take an interest in the Aborigines
may he invited to act as District Agents for the Board, with the view
of checking or reporting abuses or of bringing under notice cases
which merit relief at the hands of the Board.
1 have thus endeavoured to sketch the outlines of a system which, when
details arc supplied by the experience and observation of the Board, will I think
tend to the amelioration of the Aborigines, and in some degree remove the national stigma now resting upon the community for the almost total neglect of the race.
4i.

ALEX. STUART.
Approved by Cabinet.—A.S.

REPORT
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REPORT UPON ABORIGINAL MISSION STATION AT MALOGA,
. MURRAY RIVER.
The Secretary of the Association for the Protection of Aborigines of New South
Wales to The Colonial Secretary.
v

S*rj

_

Roscdale, Burwood, 23 February, 1SS0.

I have tbe honor, by instruction from the A.B-ocintion for the Protection of Aborigines of NewSouth Wales, to invite your attention to the following statement in reference to the Aboriginal Mission
Station at Maloga, on the Murray liiver.
This mission bas now been in operation for live (5) years, having been first started by the voluntary
and unassisted action of Air. and Mrs. b). Matthews, in June, 1S74 During this period the (rovernment
at various times has expended a total sum of £G00 in the maintenance of the blacks in this district, and
£.1,057 has been remitted to Mr. Matthews by tbe general public. By the careful use of this money Air.
Alatthews has been enabled to gather together, and gain the confidence of, the tribes known as the Moira
and Ulupna Blacks, to the number of sixty (GO), and to train and educate about forty (40) of them.
Alany of these are now fully conversant with the ordinary rudiments of an English education, and carry
on written correspondence with their friends.
’’
Tho destruction of fish and game by the settlers has reduced the supply so much that the blacks
are unable to procure a sufficieut quantity of food, and are at times almost famished for days together.
Pulmonary and other diseases, some of them resulting from intercourse with vicious whites, are common,
and tho old and infirm blacks are in a deplorable state.
It is found that the amount contributed by the Government and by private aid is inadequate
to feed and clothe the number who have placed themselves under Ale. Matthews’ care ; and great difficulty
has been found in obtaining suitable work for those who are willing and competent to labour, as, were
Mr. Matthews to employ them on his own property his motives would be liable to misconstruction.
The young children also require to be trained to habits of industty, and already eleven marriages
have been legally performed amongst those who have reached adult age while connected with the mission.
Homes are required for all of these, as it is their desire to settle down to civilized life.
The Association, therefore, feel justified, in view of the success which has attended Air. Alatthews’
efforts, in suggesting the urgent need which exists for an area of land to bo reserved for these people.
It is estimated that at least 5,000 acres will be requisite, of which 1,000 acres should be adapted to
agricultural pursuits.
It is also estimated that for the present an annual grant of £500 will bo required to supply the
people with food and clothing; but Air. Alatthews feels confident that in the course of a few years the
Station could bo made self-supporting, as many of the young married people are available for labour at
once, and the children now being taught will be trained to more regular habits of industry.
It is proposed to require from every adult black a certain minimum of labour as an equivalent for
tbe rations supplied, such labour to be directed to the general improvement of the reserve ; the proceeds
of labour above this minimum to be applied for the individual benefit of tbe worker, partly in the cultiva
tion of the plots set apart for each family, and i;i other ways at the discretion of the Alanager.
The old and infirm blacks w'ould need entire support.
Somewhat similar provision has been made for the blacks in Victoria, South Australia, and Queens
land; and the Association will have the benefit of tlic experience of these Colonies to assist in avoiding
causes of failure, while their successes will point to the proper courses to be adopted here.
The Association further suggest that the land reserved should bo vested in tbe hands of Trustees,
the gentlemen selected being such as have shown an interest in the welfare of the Aborigines ; and w'hen
the need for such reserve ceases they can again revert to the Crown.
The Appendices afford information on the following points ;—
1. Abstract of receipt and expenditure.
2. Schedule containing names of blacks and other personal information.
3. Copy of the roll showing attendance of blacks.
4. Names of blacks whose labour would be at once available.
5. Committee of the Association.
‘
I have, &c.,
ED. G-. W. PALMER,
_
Hon. Secretary, Aborigines Protection Association.

APPENDIX
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APPJ3NDIX No. 1.
Maloga Aboriginal Mission Station. —Abstract of Income and Expenditure.
1874-75 (ending March 31st)—Koreipfs. £90. Expenditure, £90
Between 1875 and 1876 we wore compelled to give up, as the old blacks and soTeral white people removed the
young people.
1876-77 (ending March 31st)—lieccipts, £275. Government grant, 1376, £400. Expenditure, £675.
1877-78—KeceiptE, £250. Expenditure, £404.
1878-70— „
£402.
„
£252.
1879„
£287.
„
£276. Government grunt in 1879, £200. Expenditure, £200.

APPENDIX No. 2.
List
No.

1
2
3
4
5

of names of Aborigines who'usually or permanently reside at the Maloga Mission Station.

1874.
26 July....

4 August

Ci

1

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
33
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49

CO
51
£2
53
£4
55

£6

57

£3

£9
60
61

G2

Name.

Date of Admission.

13
25
29
27
11

1876.
October ..
October ..
October ..
November
December

1877.
4 January ....
19 Jimnary .....
13 February .....

I 25 March
1 13 June .
| 25 July ..

1877.
25 July ....
80 July ....

Colour.

Away at present.
Attending school,

45
13

In camp; absent.
Attending school.

15

37

Half-caste
Quadroon
Black .....
Half-caste
Black......
Half-caste

Mudlm Stuckey . ...
Susannah Crow . ..
Bagot Morgan ......
Dan Crow
........
Harriet Brown , .
Billy Bussell . . . .
"Willie Atkinson,..
Freddy "Walker.....

Black.

21

Hulf-cnsto .........
Black................
Half-caste..........

23
26
17
19
8
25

Peter Sluckey .............
Joseph Daylight Darling
Aaron Atkinson .............
lioiiisa Atkinson ..........
Henry Atkinson..............
Minnie Atkinson ..........
Jimmy Turner ..............
Lizzie Morgan ........
Sandy ..............................
Annie Clarendon Murri
Maggie Murri ..............
Bertha Murri.................
Annabella Howard ......
Gertrude Vincent .........
George Howard..............
Jjoucy Turner .............
Nellie Howard .
. .

Half-caste...........

Dick Wcstull ., ,,
Ned....................
Maggie ..............
Edward ................
Matilda
, ,

Half-casto.........
Black..................

Quadroon.......
Ilalf-caste..........
Black..................
Half-castc..........

Quadroon ..........
Black..................

Boney .............

Johnny ...............
Micky..............
Charcoal...............
Ellen ..................
18 September ... Nanny ..................
Company Howard.
28 October ..... Johnny Atkinson ,
23 November . . Edgar.................
1878.
1 August, ....... Samson Barber
Maude Barber
1879.
30 May....

21
6
21
6

Lizzie Barber .......
Eranky Barber __
Sarah IVulkcr.......
Herbert "Walker
Kith- Cooper........
.Tacky Wilborforeo
Ada Wilbcrforcc .
Bobby "Wilberforee

Quadroon...........
Black......... ........

Half-casle.........

Black..................
Quadroon..........

lidie Vincent ........................................ Quadroon..........
Black...................
Susie ..................................................
Eonaid ............................................... Half-caste...... .
Archie .....................................................
Eddy .....................................................
Eosic .........................................................

Alice ......................................................
Eliza Nelson ..........................................
Harry Nelson.....................................................
Kobevt......................................................
Martin Simpson......................................
Matilda Simpson ..................................
Alexander Turner .................................

Black........... ...
Half-casto..........
Black..................
Half-castc.........

Remarks.

Ago.

11

31

Awjij At present
Sometimes at work.
Away at present
Attending school.
Away fit present.
Attending school.
Sometimes at work.

27
12
23
21
&
iQ
21
18
35
12
10
8
26
4
25
19
17

At school ; sick.
Attending school.
Sometimes at work.
Attending school.
7J

12
40
28
40
35
65
65
G5
28
30
65
9
26
19

Away at present.
In camp j absent.

23
3

Away nt present,
13

11
3h
14
12
10
8
5
21
5
18
22
30
Inft.

AUonding school.

jj

Sometimes at work,
Attending school.
In camp ; absent.
Attending school.

»

Cooking for Mission.
Attending school.
Sometimes at work,
Attending school.

77

In camp j present.
5J

In comp; absent.
37
77
33
73

31

Attending school.
Awa3‘ at present.
Dismissed for immorality.

37
33
71
il

ii

>4
31
3»

Away at- present.
Born, 8/9/73.
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Appendix No. 2—continued.
No.

Date of Admission.

63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
78
74

Name.

Age.

Colour.

Florence Atkinson..................................
Inft.
Nanny (2) .............................................. Alack ................ 48
Gracey......................................................
52
Cocky.....................................................
28
Kubbi......................................................
30
Tilly .....................................................
48
Sydney ......... -.......................................
Gksorgoy ..................................................
Arniy ..............................................
Alec Hope ..............................................
Andrew.................................................
Albert.....................................................
1

Remark 8.

Born, 16/9/78.
In camp ; absent.
Away at present.
In camp; absent.

Average attendance for the past four weelts at morning and afternoon day school is as follows :—Males, 18 : females, 20;
total, 38.
Average attendance at morning and evening prayers for the past four wooIib is as follows:—Males, 20; females, 22 ;
total, 42.
Sabbath services :—Males, 20; females, 22 ; total, 42,

APPENDIX No. 8.
Maloga Aboriginal Mission Station.—Attendance Roll.—Morning and Evening Prayers and Sunday Services, 1879-80.
No.

Names

1
2

Aaron Atkinson..........................
Louisft Atkinson .....................

41
41 E.

3

George Howard .........................

43

4

Animbolla Howard ..................

44

5
0
7

Bagot Morgan ...........................
Lizzie Morgan .....................
Johnny Turner......
........

36
44.
41

8

Louey Turner..............................

38

9
10
11

Peter Stuckey..............................
Martha Stuckey..........................
Samson Barber..........................

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
26
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
33
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
60
51

Lizzio Barber..............................
Johnny Atkinson ....................
Bobby Wilberforee ..................
Jackey 'Wilberforee ............
Joseph Daylight Darling .........
Harriot brown.........................
Nellie Howard ..........
. ,
Bora Company Howard .........
Annie Clarendon Mum
. ..
Maggie Murri..............................
Bertha Murri..............................
Ada Wilberforee ....................
Willie Atkinson .......................
Minnie Atkinson
.........
Florence Atkinson....................
Gertrude Vincent......................
Eranky Barber..........
..
Maudic Barber..........................
Henry Atkinson.........................
Alec Turner ..............................
Herbert Walker..........................
itliza JN olson ............................
Henry .Nelson.............................
Susie ..........................................
Ronald .....................................
Archie......................
..
Eddy ..........................................
Rosie .................................. .
Alice .......................................
Freddy Walker .........................
Sarah Walker...... ........... .
Edie Ymcenfc ..............................
Robert Kenedy ..........................
Susannah Crow .................. .
Edward Walker............... .
Matilda VV alkcr........................
Johnny ...............................
Micky .............. .....................
Boney ..........................................
Neil .............................................

May

June.
39 W.
40
39
7 days s,
63

July.

August September October November jDecemher. January.

33
51 E.
7, Bendigo
21
11 days sick Hospital.
sick
sick
54

44
53
56
62
43
48
4 days s. sick till Oth
9
30
4 days s. s.frm.l2tb
62
39 D.
53
49 D.
3

6
16

29
57

42

60

60 s.

48 2s.
55
39

34
54
36

46
38
38 2s. At Bendigo
Hospital.

30
sick till9th
20 e.5.
11
61
69
.
41
62

10
14

61

27

46
51
62

22
29
Moira
Lakes.

shearing-1
24
42
23
55
48 sick
33
37
61
26
3
5 Moira
6 Wvuna 3 Wyuna
37
Lakes.
2fi
3
3
27
11
34
6
„
48
44
40
campg. 8
1
55
45
Dlsmisscdf or 8 months
5
43
56
In
8
51
31
28
44
56
62
42
53
65
3
7
61
44 '
56
62
62
62
51
25
57
17
44
56
campg. 9
62
55
62
69
56
62
44
62
56
62
62
62
29
59
61
44
66
51
62
59
36
50 sick
56
27
44
62
56
62
29
61
62
66
62
44
62
29
62
60
62
62
44
56
62
29
62
62
60
62
62
62
44
56
62
17 Lake
58
60
62
59
44
56
02
62
60
£9
62
60
62
44
56
62
30
21
49
49
49
65
41
46
18
11
61
43
36
49
37
56
62
36 2 s.
51 5 s.
10 Lakes
56
65
53
51 s.
44
56
62
62
63
55
62
10 „
68
62
44
56
10 „
56
63
46
52
25
2
59
80
18
62
59
60
62
27
97 «ni"V deceased.
43
44
48
54
49
42
68
56
camp. 8
62
42
60
62
57
3
58
62
28
62
60
62
62
62
3
58
60
62
28
62
62
62
62
3
58
62
28
62
61
51
58
57
R shearing
3
68
62
62
29
62
38
62
3
58
62
62
33
62
62
29
3
„
58
3
62
62
62
29
60
62
62
3
68
62
62
62
62
29
60
62
3
58
29
62
62
62
62
62
60
8
45 sick
46
20
camp. 3
24
20
37
30
8
55
52
49 8 s. 8 „
31
27
19
57
14
58
62 s. 11
62
62
62
29
60
62
g
shearing
8
58
62
23
58
38
48
57
OerUdeTie
36
gone
to
51
&4<
00
41
16
1 earn pg. 6 campg.
3
camping camping camping at Moira Lakes
camping 2 campg. camping camping camping 1 campg.
camping
camping 3 campg.
4,
2
camping Died at
cam pine
1
s
2
Lakes,
2
4
4
Dec. 24.
.......
42
40
34

40
48
26
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No

52

53

54
56
56

5?
58

59
60
61
62
63
64
65
06
67

68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
■76
77
78

Njuncs.

May

June.

July.

August. September October* November- Dooemtor. January*

. !
4
.....
camping
Maggie ...................................... cuinpmg
camping
4
4 campg.
11
Charcoal .................................
2
3
Ellon .........................................
5
j*
......
camping
4
Nanny .................. .................
1
2
Nanny Walicha..........................
1
7
1
4
Q-rnccy........................................ 1 campg. ......
4 enmpg 3 campg. 4 campg. 3 campg. Moira Lks.
Kitty ......................................... campin|Z
8
1 Wjunal VVyuna
10
1
2 Wyuna
Martin Simpson........................
i
1
2
5 campg* 11 camp.
5
camping
Matilda Simpson ......................
3 campg. 8 campg. Moira IAs.
Cooky ..........................................
11
5
11
camping! campg*
Kubbi..........................................
5
camping
4
11 camp.
Tilly ..........................................
62
62
62
62
15
James Sydney Valentine ..........
35
60
62
62
15
62
62
30
60
Georgy ......................................
1 camp. 3 camp.
Monkey ......................................
.......
2
4
Betsy .........................................
25 camp. 15 sick 28 camp. 2 camp. Died Moira
17
10
Sandy..................... ............... ...
Lakes,
Dec, 80.
Upper
62
Jimmy Turner ..........................
62
39
41
36
Moira.
Ales. Turner..............................
39
36
54s.
deceased
24
Alex. Hope Taylor ..................
11
61
24
Anny Taylor ..............................
11
61
28
Andrew Kennedy ......................
12
38
29
45
Albert Kennedy .........................
11
harvesting
21
49
Emmie Howard..........................
Ereddy (Hutchy) ......................
camping
decoded,
Johnny Phillips..........................
5
Saudimrct
deceasod
Jane Phillips..............................
Octol>cr 2G

APPENDIX No. 4.
Names of Blacks whose labour would be at once avnilablo.
Bobby Wilberforee, ftge. 15 vears.
Bagot Morgan,
a 23 5!
Dan Crow,
20
JJ
Billy Russell,
M 19
11
Ererlrly Walker,
)1
tj 25
Peter Stuckey,
11 27
13
J. Daylight Darling, 13 12
»»
Aaron Atkinson,
51 23
)3
Jimmy Turner,
II
11 21
Ned,
40
11

Edward,
Johnny,
Charcoal,
Johnny Atkinson,
Samaou Barber,
Ronald,
Archie,
Martin Simpson,
Cocky, ■

age,
II
11
3)
}J
11
11
11

40 years.
66
„
28
„
26
„
28
„
14
„
12
„
22
„
28
„

Total—19 men and boys.

APPENDIX No. 5.
Association tor protection ot Aboeioineb in New Sooth Wales.
Names of Members of Committee.
R. Barbour, Esq., M.L.A.
John Roseby, Esq., M.L.A.
John 'Davies, Esq., M.L.A.
Rev. Canon H. S. King,
Rev. Joseph Burnier.
Rev. Dr, Galloway.
Rev. Thos. J. Curtis.

Joseph Palmer, Esq,
G. C. Tuting, Esq., J.P.
R. Hill, Esq., J.P.
Rev. Robt, Steel, D.D.
John Button, Esq.
W. Carpenter, Esq., J.P.
D. M‘Beath, Esq., J.P.

E. G. W. Palmer, Esq., Hon. Secretary.
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REPORT OE THE NEW SOUTH WALES ABORIGINES PROTECTION
ASSOCIATION, JUNE 30th, 1881.
To His Excellency Loeh Augustus Lottus, G.C.R., &c., Governor of the Colony
of New South Wales, and. Patron of the Association.
Yotjh Committee rcspceiiully submit for your consideration the following report of tho progress of efforts
on behalf of the native black population of New South "Wales, during the year 18S0, together with such
items of records of similar work undertaken in previous years as they have been able to gather.
The formation of this Association was mainly due to a few gentlemen whose attention had been
directed by Mr, Matthews aud the Bev. .T. 11. Cribble to the miserable condition of the blacks, and who
felt that until some adequate protection and assistance were guaranteed to them the Christian community
in this Colony would be responsible for a grave neglect of their duty.
The objects of the Association are tbe promotion of tbe social, moral, religious, and intellectual
welfare of the Aboriginal natives of the Colony of New South Wales and their descendants of mixed
blood ; and as tbe general condition of the blacks is marked by deep moral degradation and great physical
discomfort, to which the drink and vices of tbe Europeans have largely contributed, it was felt that some
thing ought speedily to be done to alter this slato of things.
Two stations had already been organized, one on the Murray Bivcr, at Maloga, near Moaraa, which
bad been inaugurated six years previously by the individual action of Mr. D. Matthews, and subsequently
sustained by private contributions, and occasional aid from Government. The other was just commenced,
under the superintendence of the Bev. J. B. Gribble, at Warangesda, near Darlington Point, on tho
Murrumbidgco Biver. It was therefore decided to appeal to the public and to the Government on behalf
of these two institutions, and to aid tbe formation of others, should sufficient funds he procurable.
His Excellency Lord Augustus Loftus, G.C.B., having intimated his willingness to be tbe Patron
of the Associatiou, aud the Hon. Sir John Eobertson, K.C.M.G., Vice-President of the Executive Council,
accepting the Presidency, the following gentlemen were elected, viz,:—

Yice-Pbesidests.
The Bight Bev. F. Earlier, D.D., Bishop of Sydney, and
The Hon. W. J. Foster, Esq., M.P.
IIONORAHT TtlBASUIlEIIS.
The Hon. John Frazer, Esq., M.L.C., and
The Hon. John Maries, Esq., M.L.C.
HoirOUAllY SliCKETAHX,
Edward G. W. Palmer, Esq.
Council.
The Hon. G. Thornton, Esq., M.P,,
|
Bev. T. J. Curtis,
B. Barbour, Esq., M.P.,
„ G. Hurst,
J. Davies, Esq., M.P.,
J. Comrie, Esq.,
J. Eosoby, Esq., M.P.,
,
B. Jones, Esq.,
Dr. Eenwick, M.P.,
G, C. Tuting, Esq.,
Bev. Canon H, S, King,
J. Lutton, Esq.,
„ Dr. Steel,
A. Bulburnc, Esq.,
„ J. Jefferies, LL.B.,
J. Palmer, Esq.,
„ J. Barnicr,
D. Walker, Esq.,
„ D. Galloway,
J. Paxton, Esq., J.P,,
D. M'Beath, Esq., J.P.,
U. W. Carpenter, Esq., J.P.,
The Hon. B. Hill , Esq., M.P.
A prospectus of tho Association was issued and circulated as widely as possible iu the city and
throughout the Colony, aud appeals were made through the public newspapers, and other means used for
giving publicity to tho matter.
The Bev. J. B. Gribble during a short stay in Sydney lectured at many places in tbe city and
suburbs, and graphically portrayed the abject and deplorable condition of the blacks resulting from
habits of drunkenness and revolting immorality between the whites and blacks. Their camp life was
described as miserable in the extreme, often verging on starvation. The women, utterly debased, arc
entirely without prelection from the vilest outrage, and often destitute of clothing and food. The children
frequently ruined at a tender age, and many nearly white roaming wild, and totally uncared for through
their tribal districts.
During the year Mr. Matthews and the Secretary have availed themselves of every opportunity to
address Sunday schools and meetings in connection with many churches, and considerable interest has been
awakened in the movement. A large number of ladies have afforded most acceptable aid by contributions
of clothing, books, and toys for the children at Maloga and Warangesda, and by collecting money which
has often arrived to meet a great aud urgent need.
'
As usual in inaugurating an effort of this nature, the Association had some obstacles to surmount
through misrepresentation aud apathy. It was said that any attempt to better the condition of the blacks
was labour in vain; that they were such irreclaimable savages, aud so devoid of ordinary human sympa
thies that no hold could be got over them ; and that they were dying out so fast that no good end could
be served by trying to civilize and educate them. Beports unfavourable to Mr. Matthews’ work were also
circulated and accepted in certain quarters, and the sympathy of many was withheld from this cause. It
is gratifying to know that these preliminary difficulties have been satisfactorily overcome, and that some
who at lirst stood aloof are now fully persuaded that the results attained sufficiently vindicate the efforts
put forth.
Maioga
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Maloga Aeobiginal Station.

The neglected condition of the blacks in the neighbourhood of Eelmca was, wo understand, the
subject of correspondence between Mr. Matthews aud the Victorian Board for the Protection of Aborigines
as far back as 1864, or seventeen years ago ; and although the matter was repeatedly brought under their
notice, and it was contemplated to form a station on the Murray Biver, the idea was never carried out by
them. Meanwhile, the blacks gradually came to recognize in Mr. Matthews a friend to whom they could
appeal in cases of sickness or want of food and clothing. At that time tribes gathered in hundreds, and
among them were men tall, brave, and stalwart. Drink and its attendant evils wrought a desolating change ;
and disease, the result of the contaminating influence of the white men, swept away a large number of the
women. Having removed from Victoria, Mr. Matthews settled at Maloga, on selections the joint property
of himself and brothers; and a portion of the land having been a favourite camping-place of the blacks for
many generations, he often had opportunities of seeing them as they visited the locality in their periodic
journeyings from one hunting-ground to another. After a time ho gathered in a few boys and girls from
the camp and gave them daily instruction, but uot without much opposition at first from tho old people of
the tribes, who several times made determined efforts to remove the children from his care—threats even
being made that they would uso their powers as sorcerers or medicine-men if their wishes were not com
plied with. On one occasion a party of young men were specially sent to take the children away, but by
judicious management they relinquished their idea. Though ignorant of the simplest elements of education,
these wild children of the bush, by continued acts of kindness and a limited course of training, improved
so much in mind and character as to lead Mr. Matthews to direct his attention to tho improvement of tho
remnant of this unfortunate race. In 1874 ho, with his wife, devoted themselves to mission work at
Maloga, a locality 16 miles from Moama in New South Wales. Without soliciting assistance—monetary
or otherwise—from any one, they began in earnest tbe arduous and difficult task of reclaiming the degraded
blacks, in simple dependence upon God. Many conflicting circumstances have marked their seven years’
work. Difficulties varied and frequent met them on all sides, but with a noble persistency and faithfulness
they have gone on step by step, achieving results the most satisfactory.
I’rom.the small number of (4) lour with which they began, they now, we are informed, number
between seventy and eighty, who have made the station their home, and who look up to Mr. and Mrs.
Matthews with almost parental regard ; aud such is their attachment to them that they voluntarily submit
to the discipline imposed, and in no ease do they leave the station, except when driven away from force of
circumstances, viz., when funds are so low as to compel them to seek a precarious subsistence elsewhere.
This contingency has arisen only too often, and has seriously retarded progress, for not only have such
occasions been a sore trial to Mr. and Mrs. Matthews, but they are fraught with danger to tbe blacks them
selves, who arc exposed in their wanderings to all the villainy and corruption of camp life. Notwith
standing all these drawbacks, it is recorded with much gratitude that a number of tbe young people of both
sexes have not only been reclaimed from lives the most depraved, but several are now leading exemplary
Christian lives. These evidences of progress, together with the sober, industrious habit of the men and
educational improvement of the schoolchildren, are most cheering and encouraging, and should bo a strong
incentive to those who are in sympathy with this Association to extend their efforts. It should also
satisfy those who either passively or contemptuously impede the work of raising the aboriginal Australian
in the scale of humanity.
Besides the regular moruing and afternoon day-school the blacks are, your Committee is informed,
summoned to morning and evening prayers and Sunday services and school. All of these nre attended to
with a praiseworthy regularity and apparent devotion.
The premises consist of a large weather-board school-house, with four dormitories for children, men’s
hut, hut for boys, kitchen, store-rooms, tool-house, office, superintendent’s residence, and six huts for
married couples.
The Institution possesses no property. There is neither live stock nor anything that can prove
remunerative. To prevent idleness it is important to have a tract of country well stocked, to provide
labour and sustenance for the aborigines of all ages ; and it becomes daily more urgent that this should be
attended to, as tho difficulty of finding employment for the men is a serious drawback and is often made
the subject of complaint by themselves. Many of the boys who have been trained in the school are also
quite competent and willing to support themselves by agricultural labour. During the past year a system
has we are informed been introduced, and has hitherto worked successfully so far as it can be applied,
which is called tho “ cheque system,’’ by which married men and their wives are required to earn their
own rations by some kind of work on the Mission. Dor all kinds of employment they arc paid at the rate
of Od. per hour. These payments are made each evening by a small paper cheque, on which the time,
nature of, and value of the work is written. When they require rations these cheques must be produced,
and the equivalent in flour, tea, sugar, meat, and other articles marked at the back, until the cheque is
finished and handed in to be passed to the individual account. In this way every account is balanced
continually, and no man or woman, able to work, can receive any substantial benefit from the Mission
except he or she perform a corresponding amount of work. Men’s work consists of baking bread, chop
ping and carting firewood, erecting huts and fences, cutting, carting, and preparing timber for building,
stripping bark, roofing, killing, salting meat, &c. "Women and girls are engaged in sewing, washing clothes,
cooking, scrubbing, and general domestie duties, while tbe boys and younger children all have some little
occupation out of school hours,
'
But the Institution as at present circumstanced does uot afford sufficient scope for remunerative
labour, and this has been adopted merely as a temporary scheme to prevent the Mission being imposed
upon, and to train the people to habits of industry,
Mr. Matthews has been assisted in his work by several friends, who have spent much time at Maloga
and laboured most assiduously and disinterestedly in educating and training the blacks, and also by corre
spondence with religious and secular journals in the colonies and the old country. Chief among these may
bo mentioned Miss Piram, a young lady from Melbourne, a converted Jewess; Miss Barney, a young lady
from Dublin, who spends the winter generally at Maloga, The hands of the Superintendent have also been
strengthened
91—B
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strengthened by the able assistance of Mrs. 8. Edwards, who has acted during the last year as matron, and
has fully won the confidence of the blacks by her kind maternal care. Lately two young Christian men,
Messrs. James and Lewis, have offered their services, and besides these several visitors have lightened the
labours of the regular workers by valuable muscular, mental, and monetary assistance.
Referring to the necessity for sending the people away in consequence of shortness of funds, we
take the following extract from Mr. Matthews’s journal of November, 1878 :—
Our numbers are reduced from forty-two to twenty-eight. The children have a strong aversion to leaving our Institution,
as they hare learned to prize the comforts of a home and the instructions they receive. The temptations of camp fife are too strong
for some of the men and women. They have been drinking and quarrelling at Lake Moira, to which they have gone to await
our sending for them as soon as we have money in hand. The peaceable ones complain to us, and constantly send messages
about getting them nil bnck to Maloga.

In March of the following year a grant of £100 was made from the Grovernment of New South
Wales, and Mr. Matthews expresses his gladness in the following terms:—“ We are happy to have the
means of relieving the wants, not only of the children hut of several old men and women, who lead a
miserable existence, being sometimes without food for two or three days.”
It will be seen by the foregoing remarks that the results at Maloga are commensurate with
funds at the disposal of the Institution.
The following is a statement of receipts and cx penditure from April, 1873, to present time :—
Cash paid towards cost of School-house and Dormitories
Private subscriptions, from April, 1878, to March, 1875
1877
'
»
1876,
„
1878
„
1877,
„
1879
j>
„
1878,
„
1880
i.
„
1879,
„
1881
»
„
1880,
„

£
72
91
78
141
4-02
366
510

...
...
...
...
...
...
...

£1,663
Amounts granted by G-ovemment:—
March, 1877
...
...
...
.
„
1879
......................................
July,
1879
...................................... ..............
March, 1880
...
...
,

£
...

400
100
100
100

...
...
...

11»

...

d.
1
10
7
9
11
8
0

7 10

B, d.
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
700

Total for a period of eight years. .

s.
14
0
15
2
4
18
11

£2,363

•••

0

0

7 10

Expenditure.
Cost of erecting School-house and Dormitory
Expenditure to May, 1875 ...
...
...
„
to March, 1877
...
...
„
to
„
1878
................
„
to
„
1879
...............
„
to
„
1880
...............
„
to
„
1881
................
Total for eight years
say total Expenditure
say total Receipts ...

...

...........................
...
...
...

£
143
91
171
595
266
644
698

..............
«•l

* .4

■ •4
...
...

£2,612

44

2,612
2,363

s. d.
19 2
0 10
19 2
11 10
16 3
11 7
111*
0

9*

0 9t
7 10

£248 12 1H
Cash retained by Police Magistrate in 187S for stamps,&c...

Deficiency

...........................................

1 12

7

£250 5 6*

Since the commencement of the Institution there have been—
Connected with Maloga
...
...
...
...
...
Births
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
Deaths ...
...
...
...
...
...
...
Marriages............................... .................................
Can read and write
...
...
...
...
Now attending school ...
...
...
...
...
Gone to Warangesda...........................................

...
...
...
...
...
...
...

150 Aborigines
20
21
8
25
49

12
Average

929
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Average School Attendance.
Girls.
13
15
15
16
20

Boys.

12
16
15
15
13

Quarter ending 31 March, 1880
„
„
30 June,
J)
„
„
30 Sept.,
t)
,,
„
31 Dec.,
If
„
„
31 March, 1881

Total.

25
31
30
31
33

Wabajtgesda Mission,

The Kev. J. Ji, Gribblc, who was, we understand, minister of a church at Jerilderie, being constantly
brought into contact with the blacks during his pastoral journeys, and seeing the sad condition especially of
the young girls, at first aided as many as he could to go to Maloga, where they were received and tended
by Mr. and Mrs. Matthews; but gradually becoming more convincingly impressed with the need for
systematic effort in his own district, he resigned his pastorate, and devoted nis energies to befriend the
aboriginals whose tribes claim the banks of the Murrumbidgee as their hunting-grounds. Correspondence
with the Government was rewarded by a grant of land, and the Honorable the Minister for Public
Instruction cordially assisted by taking the school under his control, a salary was granted to the teacher,
and provision will be made for the erection of a suitable school.
The station was commenced in March, 1880, and so energetically was the work proceeded with that
in less than a year a settlement had been formed of a large school-house, a dwelling for Mr. Gribble and
his family, a building for office and store, and seven substantial huts for the blacks. A paddock was
enclosed for wheat cultivation of 10 acres; another block of laud was fenced in and planted with vegetables ;
a well sunk to a depth of 15 feet, and a dam made to form a reservoir of water. All the labour incidental
to these improvements being performed by Mr. Gribble, aided by the regular work of three of Mr.
Matthews’ trained and ebristiamned blacks, Johnny Atkinson, Jimmy Turner, and Bagot Morgan, with
occasional assistance from other blacks. This fact is a sufficient refutation of the assertion that the blacks
are incapable of profitable labour and cannot be trained to persistent industry.
.
The blacks who had been sent to Maloga becoming anxious to return to their own district, Mr.
Matthews kindly drove them in his vehicle to Deniliquin, where they were met by Mr. Gribble. The
few months’ training at Maloga has been of service in preparing them to form a nucleus for the organization
of "Warangesda Station.
Mr. Gribble states that immediately the news was spread that he was forming a home for the
neglected girls they gathered in from all parts, and a heavier strain was at once thrown on his very slender
resources than they were equal to, liabilities thus arising that still retard his progress. There was no
difficulty in gathering the people together: the question was how to feed and clothe the eager applicants,
and that question not being entertained by those whose liberality was necessary, the only course open to
the superintendent was to inform the poor creatures that he could no longer support them, and only a few
of the young girls were retained. The histories of some of the young women are full of interest, and it
is truly surprising how soon the wild untutored wanderers of the bush accommodated themselves to the
discipline of school routine and settled down to a quiet domesticated mode of life. The progress of the
scholars has been very satisfactory, and all that is requisite to the success of the experiment at Warangesda
is more liberal pecuniary aid until the natives can raise food enough to make the place almost if not quite
self-supporting.
The financial statement shows that Mr. Gribble has received from all sources, viz., subscriptions,
grants in aid from the Association, and salary from Government, the sum of £232 13s. 9-|d.
The expenditure has been £400 6s. 10-id., nearly the whole amount being for food for the children
at school, and the other blacks connected with the institution.
The estimated value of the improvement is set down as follows :—
£110 0 0
Well and tank
..................................................................
110 0 0
Superintendent’s residence, office, and Overseer’s quarters
100 0 0
School-house and blacks’huts ...
...
...
...
50 0 0
Garden and paddock, fencing, &c.
...
...
...
£370

0

0

There are sixty blacks connected with Warangesda, and the system of training and instruction is
similar to that at Maloga, the results for the short time they have been under control being very satis
factory, and the children showing great aptitude at their lessons.
The average attendance is reported to he
1880.
28-3
August ...
22] 9
September
25'7
October...
2S'6
November
28'9
December
1881.
45-9
January...
25'7
February
26-3
March ...
The reserve granted by the Government at Warangesda is 600 acres, and it is intended in the course
of the present year to bring a large area under cultivation, so as to produce, if possible, sufficient wheat
in a few years to supply the needs of the station.
The Hon. the Minister for Public Instruction has caused the school to be made a Provisional
School, and a certificated teacher, Mr, Carpenter, is in charge. Mr. Gribble has the general superintend
ence, and Mr. G. Bridle the working management of the station.

930
12
The efforta of the Association during the past year have been chiefly directed to securing theintcrcst
and sympathy of the public in the aborigines, and in collecting and disseminating information as to their
condition and needs. The Q-overnment has been applied to for grants of money to provide food and other
necessaries for the blacks at Maloga and Warangesda, and it is hoped that a reserve similar to that granted
for Mr. dribble's station will shortly be dedicated for the blacks at Maloga, this matter of the reservation
of land being of urgent importance in any scheme for benefiting the aborigines. The amount of sub
scriptions received has been £330 11s.
£ s. d.
Of this amount there has been remitted to Mr. Matthews
............... 76 2 8
_
_
to Eev. J. B. Gribble............... 118 11 7
Paid for advertising, printing, stationery, stamps, and collectors’ com
mission, and other incidentals
...
...
...
...
... 54 6 6
Leaving a balance at the credit of the Association of
... 90 10 3
Total.........................................

£339 11

0

The following is an abstract of present financial condition of each of the stations :—
Maloga ...
"Warangesda

Receipts by Sub*
scriptlons, &c.

Government
aid.

£1.663 7 10
232 13 9u

£700

Expenditure.

£2,613 13 4|
400 6 10*

Liabilities.

£250 5
167 13

6*
1

Total
... £1,896 1 7*
£700
£3,014 0 3
£417 18 7*
From the first settlement of the Colony the interests of the aborigines have always received atten
tion from the Government, but their habits of wandering from place to place in pursuit of game, and
constant evasion of all efforts to agricultural or other regular pursuits, have prevented many of the attempts
for that purpose succeeding.
In instructions to His Excellency the then Governor, from Her Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria,
dated from Osborne House, Isle of Wight., 5th March, 1861, the following paragraph occurs :—“And it is
onr further will and pleasure that you do to the utmost of your power promote religion and education
among the native inhabitants of our said Colony, and that you do especially care to protect them in their
person and in the free enjoyment of their possessions, and that you do by all lawful means prevent and
restrain all violence and injustice wbieli may in any manner be practised or attempted against them, and
that you take such measures as may appear to be necessary to further their ‘ conversion to the Christian
faith and their advancement in civilisation,’ ” and the following letter from the Principal ITnder-Secretary
will show that these instructions have not been overlooked :—
Sir,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 2 March, 1881.
In reply to your letter of 25th of last month, applj'ing, on the part of the Aborigines' Protection Association of
New South Wales, for information regarding the aid afforded by the Government to the blacks throughout the Colony, I
am directed by the Colonial Secretary to stale, for the information of your Committee, that in various ways, as below indicated,
the Government lias been mindful of the concerns of the aborigines, for instance—
(1.) A penalty is imposed on any publican found guilty of selling them intoxicating drinks.
(2.) They are supplied annually with blankets, at a cost of about £3,300 (which was the amount expended last
year.)
(3.) Tribes on the coast are provided with fishing-boats (with all necessary tackle, Ac.), which are supervised and
repaired at public cost (the amount expended on this service during the past twelve months being £47 for
purchase of boats and tackle and £14 for repairs).
(4.) At Sydney, and from time to time elsewhere, they are supplied with food and clothing (the cost for which
service for the past twelve months lias been for rations £214, for clothing £130).
■
(5.) Thronghout the Colony they are provided with medical attendance, medicine, and all other things needful for
sufferers.
(6.) They receive free passages by railway and other modes of conveyance.
(7.) Two schools have been established of peculiar arrangement, adopted to their peculiar habits.
.
(3.) Assistance has been given for their benefit to your own Society, and to others.
2. It will thus he seen (as Sir Henry Parkcs desires me to observe) that the aborigines, notwithstanding the difiicaltics with which the work of befriending them is beset, have not been wholly uneared for. While the Government is
desirous of doing whatever is prudent and practicable in this direction, yet the liabilities to abuse are so many that the efforts
made to afford relief often only aggravate the mischief.
I have, Ac.,
CEITCHETT WALKEB.
E. G. W. Palmer, Ac., Honorary Secretary to the Aborigines' Protection Association,
133, Pitt-streot, Sydney,

Previous eitoets to civilize the Aeoeiciikes.

A.b early as 1813 an attempt was made by Governor Macquarie to benefit the natives around. Port
Jackson, and friendly overtures were made to them, but their wandering mode of life and aversion to
restraint rendered these attempts in a great majority of cases futile.
_
I n 1834 the Rev. James Gunther and W. Watson were specially sent out by the Church of England
Missionary Society to labour among the aborigines, and they had some measure of success, but the Mission
was discontinued, according to their own report, in consequence of inadequate means, long continued
drought, and interference from settlers.
.
T'ho Rev. L, E. Threlkeld laboured during the years 1836-37 at Lake Macquarie, and one result of
his exertions on their behalf remains in the form of “ An Australian Grammar of the Language spoken by
the Aborigines in the vicinity of the Hunter River, Ac., with a Key to the structure of the Aboriginal
Language: Sydney, 1834-50.”
In May, 1853, the Rev. W. Ridley, a gentleman subsequently well known in Sydney for his
scholarly attainments, his ability as a minister and his literary labours, first entered on his mission to the
blacks in the Namoi and Barwon River districts, and to this day his name is beloved by many of the
natives who know him. He abandoned himself to a life of groat privation in order to win the confidence
of tribes and to learn their language and become conversant with their peculiar customs, aud in the face
of many difficulties he prosecuted his work.
On
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On the 13lli February, 1855, at a public meeting in the Evangelical Churcb, North Brisbane, an
Aborigines Friends Society was founded ; and, in pursuance of the design of this Society, he began the study
of the languages spoken in Moreton Bay, now the principal port of Queensland, and shortly afterward
visited the aborigines at and around Durundurun, residing for a time with the blacks and preaching to
them. There is an entry in his journal, on May 13,1856, to the following effect:—“ Kesigned the office
of missionary in connection with the Moreton Bay Aborigines Friends Society, because through the non
payment of my salary my family were left in want.
Throughout his life he manifested unabated interest in the aborigines, repeatedly lecturing and
endeavouring to excite attention to them. On learning of Mr. Matthews's work at Maloga he corresponded
with him, and it was mainly through the influence of Mr. Hidley and the Eev. Dr. Steele that the Govern
ment were induced to make the first grant in aid of the blacks at Maloga. Mr. Matthews informs our
Secretary that the encouragement he received from Mr. Ridley was of great value to him, and that on his
arrival in Sydney he learned that he was unwell, death suddenly arresting his labours before the week
ended. This occurred on Thursday, 26th, 1878.
The following is a list of the works published by Mr. Ridley on the blacks:—
Gurre Kamilardi or Kamilardi Sayings, with Illustrations
...
...
...
1856
Fragments of Kiimilardi Grammar
..
...
..
...
. .
...
1856
Links and divergences of the Australian Aborigines ...
...
...
...
1856
Kamilardi, Dippil, and Tnrrubul languages, spoken by the Aborigines, illus
trated. Published by authority, T. Richards, Government Printer
...
1866
And second edition thereof, with additional dialects, the expenses involved in
the collection and preparation of which the Government of New South
Wales provided
. .
...
...
...
..
...
...
...
1875
There have been other public efforts to benefit the blacks in different parts of the Colony, hut from
various causes they have for the most part been discontinued before any definite results have been attained.
Many instances of a very interesting nature are recorded of individual blacks being christianized,
but this has generally resulted from young children being adopted and trained in Christian families.
The Committee cannot close their report without referring to the assistance rendered to the blacks
by many of the settlers, who have done much to contribute to the support of the tribes who use their
stations as camping-places. Employment is also provided for the men as occasional shepherds, stockmen,
Ac,, and especially at shearing-time, when they are often of great service. The labour of the women is also
utilized for washing and general domestic work, but neither men nor women can be relied upon to remain
for any length of time at any fixed employment.
The Committee would suggest to those persons who have for years befriended the blacks, without
being able to render them permanent benefit, that they might perhaps better attain their object by
co-operating with the Association, and inducing the aborigines to settle under the charge of the gentlemen
recognized by the Association wherever such gentlemen may be placed.
EDWARD G. W. PALMER,
133, Pitt-street,
Hon, Sec,
Sydney, New South Wales,

APPENDICES.
Monets received for the Mission to Aborigines.
1879.
Feb.

Mnruh...

1880.
May....

Mrs. Mary Roberts .....................................
D. M'Bcatb, Esq..............................................
Mr. Artlill ........................................................
Mr. R. Jones ...................................................
Rev. Canon H. S. King................................
Harris-street Baptist Sunday School ..
Riley-street
„
„
,,
Mr. E. Q-. W. Palmer ...............................
St, Barnabas’ Church of England
Sunday-School................................
Bathnrst-etrcet Baptist Sunday School
Mrs. Walker ..........................................
Mr, E, O'Brien .....................................
Miss Lester, Bunvood ......................
Rev, J. Barnior ....................................
Miss Baker..............................................
O. C. Tilting, Esq................................
Rev. J.
Ollis, Sofuln......................
Mr. W. II. Mitchell, Manly (collected)
Rev, J. Barnicr ........................................
Mrs. M. Roberts......................................
Dr. P. S. Jones, Bimvood.....................
Mies Minnie Baker’s Mission Box .
Rev. T. B. Tress, Balmain .............
Mr. Morwick, Balmain.......................
“ A Friend,” St. Leonards ............
“A Friend," Redfern .........................
Mr. J. Palmer...........................................
Mr, W. Wright, Drumnioyue Park
Mr. J. Murray and family, Balmain
St. Michael’s Sunday School..............

V.

£
3
2
0
2
1
2
0
0

s.
0
2
10
2
1
0
15
10

d.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

10 0 0
2 12 5
0 10 0
2
2
1
0
1
1
2
1
3
2
1
1
1
0
0
1
1
1
5

0
2
1
9
1
2
0
1
0
2
1
1
0
5
4
1
0
10
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

£ B. d.
1880.
May ... Mr. Holme............................................... 0 10 0
Hon. John Marks ............................. .
10 0 0
Mr. R. Jones, Darlinghurst................... 2 2 0
“A Friend,” Sydney (special, Mr.
Gribble) ........................................... 1 0 0
Mr. Dowling (special, Mr. Gribble) ... 2 0 0
0 10 0
Miss Harrison............ ........................ .
Rev. F. Barker, D D...............................
E 0 0
Rev. W. Slutycr*,.................................. 0 10 0
“Lady Friend,” Parramatta (special,
Mr. Gribble)....................................... 1 0 0
Hon. J. Smith, C.M.G............................
1 0 0
1 1 0
Rev. George Hurst..................................
Collection at Lecture, Waterloo (special.
1 15 2
Mr. Gribble) .....................................
2 2 0
Mr. G. R. Harrison .............................
1 0 0
Mr. James Taylor, Moss Talc ..............
June 16 Mrs. Staff, Parramatta (per Rev. A.
1 0 0
Lloyd) ..............................................
Rev, F. Hibberd ..................................
1 1 0
Mrs. TC. G\ W. Palmer ........................... 1 5 0
Collection at Temperance Hall............... 2 7 0
July 5 Rev, Joseph Barnicr ............................... 1 1 0
Katie Sevan’s Mission Box ................. . 0 10 6
2 0 0
Mrs. S. Rawlings, Parramatta..............
PiU'Strctt Congregational Home and
5 0 0
Korcign Mission yccictv..................
Mr. J. Turner, Newtown ......................
1 0 0
0 10 0
Mr. Sandbrook .............................. .
Mr. .Anderson ......................................... 0 10 6
Rev. W. Davis ...................................... 0 10 0
Mr. J. Comrie, Kurrujoug...................... 2 2 0
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Monets received for the Mission to Aborigines—continued.
1880.

Aug. 8
„
„
»

U. W. Carpenter, Esq., J.P..............
D. M'Beat.n, Esq., J.P......................
10 Mr. Micliael ..................................
ie Mr. W. SomerviLie.............................
16 Messrs. Griffiths & Co.......................
B. Buchanan, Esq..............................
E-. Hills, Esq......................................
Hon. J. Frazer .................................
Widow’s Mite ” .............................
Messrs. Lassetter & Co......................
Rev. G. Fullerton ..... .......................
A. Brown, Esq., Eskbank.................
Mrs. Mary Roberts .........................
Miss Lester, Burwood ....................
St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Sabbath
School .........................................
Mr, MTherson, Burwood................
Mr. G. M. Pitt ................................
Dr. W. Moore.....................................
J. Young, Esq. (by his executors) .
Mr. H. Butterworth.........................
Hon. T. Holt, M.L.C.........................
"A Friend” .....................................
His Exeellencv Lord Augustus Loftus,
G.C.B. ..."....................................
Mr. J. Miison, North Shore.............
Messrs. Gibbs, Shallard, & Co...........
Mr. R. Chadwick............................. .
A. A. Hangar, Esq..............................
Mrs. G. Allen, Toxteth Park ..........
Sir George W. Allen..........................
H. Bell, Esq............................... ........
Messrs, Dixon & Sons ......................
J. R. Fairfax, Esq...............................
E. R, Fairfax, Esq..............................
Messrs. Fanner & Co. ......................
V. W. Giblin, Esq...............................
J. H. Goodlet, Esq.............................
Hon. S. D. Gordon ..........................
Messrs. R. Gray & Son......................
Messrs. Hardy Bros............................
J. S. Harrison, Esq............... .............
Messrs. Holdsworth, Gardyne, & Co....
Messrs. Holdsworth, M'Pherson, & Co.
Messrs. D. Jones & Co........................
Dr, P. S. Jones ..................................
E. Knox, Esq.......................................
W. Laidley, Esq..................................
L. W. Levy, Esq.................................
Messrs. M‘Arthur & Co......................
R. A. A. Morehead, Esq....................
F. Poolman, Esq..................................
Messrs. Prince, Ogg, & Co..................
Dr. A. Renwick..................................
J. Roberts, Esq....................................
Mrs. M. Roberts .............................
J. Smith, Esq.......................................
S. H. Smyth, Esq...............................
G. B. Simpson, Esq............................
M. H. Stephen, Esq...........................
R. R Ten-y, Esq.................................
Messrs. Young A Lark......................
Rev. J. Fullerton ..............................
Miss Holden .....................................

£ s. d.
110
110

0 2 6
1

1

0

10 0 0
S

0 0
1 0

5

0

0
1
0
10 O

0
0
0
0

43 15 0

2 2 0
1
1
1
0
0
2
2
1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

3 0 0

110
1 1 0
1 O 0
1
1
2
2
2
■2
2
2
2
2
1 0 0
2 2 0
0 10 6
2 2 0

0
2
0
2
0
1

0
0
O
0
0
0

3

0

2 0
0 0
0 0
2 0

0 0
1 0
0 O
2 0

2 0
0 0
5 O

1880.
Miss Minnie Baker’s Mission Box
R. G, Higgings, Esq..............................
Mrs. Hayden ...........................................
Mrs. Chauvcl...........................................
R. A. A. Morehead, Esq.
Congregational Sunday School, Peter
sham .............
Church of England Sunday School, St.
Barnabas .............................................
Presbyterian Sunday School, Glebe.
Miss Jones, Petersham (collected)
Mr. L. Harrison,,.")
Miss Harrison........ J
Collected
Mrs. Bryant ........ fby
Mrs. Hooper ........ |
MissGill.
Mrs. Gilt................. J
I C. H. M.................... *)
W. Maddock ...
G. E.......................
C. M.......................
C. S.........................
J. G. T..................
J. F.........................
R. E............................ I
Collected
J. C............................. ’
by
H. R. S......................
Miss Myles
W. Bullard........
F. Hanks ..........
G. Watts ..........
Mrs. M..................
Miss M.................
C.E. L................... _
Rev, J. Banner ..........
Mrs. Bovon's children
Mr. S. B. Dight................................................ i
Pitt-street Congregational Home and
Foreign Mission Society
Mrs. S. Rawlings, Granville
Miss Harrison (collected)
Mrs. Gillespie, Woollahra
Miss Gillespie.......................
Sir W. Manning................
Miss Ella............. ’
Miss Pratt..........
Mrs. Eldridge ...
Collected
Miss F. Burgess
by
Miss Burgess ....
Miss Burgess.
Mr. Wait.............
Mr. Eldridge .... ,
Mr, Burgess ........ J
A Friend.................................
Hon. J. Smith, M.L.C....
J. L. Adam, Esq..................
H. C. Hangar, Esq.............
Collected
Dr. P. S. Jones..................
by
Mrs. Maurice Alexander L
f Mr. A.
Mrs. W. B. Campbell ...
Balbimie
Dr. A, Renwick..................
Sir. W. Manning .............
R. Hunt, Esq,.......................
B. Buchanan, Esq...............j
Sir John Robertson

1 10 O

0 4 0

Total.................................. £ 342 14 0

"Waban&esda Mission—Subscription List.
R, Hostie, Esq...............................
Mr. Elvery....................................
A Lady Friend ............................
Miss Harrison................................
Rev. J. Barnier ............................
Rev. Herbert Taylor....................
C 0. (Melbourne).......................
A. Friend......................................
A Friend (Sandhurst) ..............
Dr. Cauvin (ship “ Rhin”) ........
A Lady Friend (Balmain)..........
Rev. A. G. Fry ..........................
Rev. A. W. Murry ....................
Waterloo Congregational Church
W. Orr, Esq.................................
Mr. Holmes..................................
Mrs, Rawlings ...........................
A Lady Friend ..........................
Friend, per S. Cross ...................
W. Wright, Esq............................
Mr. Dowling ..... .........................
Rev, A. Gardiner ........................
Mr. EaineyJ....................................

£
1
0
3
2
2
1
5
0
1
1
1
1
0
1
5
O
2
1
]
1
2

s.
0
10
0
0
2
0
0
5
0
0
0
0
10
15
0
10
0
0
0
0
0
1 15
1 0

d,
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0 1

A Friend in Sydney ..............................
“ Cliristian ” ...........................................
Mr. G. Currie..........................................
H. G. Douglas, Esq., M.L.A..................
Rev. T. B. Tress ..................................
Mr. Oliver .............................................
Miss Hall.................................................
Shearers, Dubbo Woolshed ......... ........
H. Paterson, Esq...................................
D. Johnson, Esq......................................
H. Hunter ..............................................
G. Hunter ..............................................
John Thompson......................................
Mrs. Sanger (Wongomong)..................
Glebe Presbyterian Sunday School.......
Miss Maereadic's class ..........................
Mr. Boyes ............................................
Mis0 Rnhiey .........................................
A. M'Lurlv.................................. .
A Friend,,.............. ................................
C. C. (Melbourne), second subscription
Miss Rosie Spider's Box ......................
A Friend..................................................

£
2
1
0
3
1
1
0
3
2
2
1
0
0
5
4
2
0
1
0
0
5
0
0

9.

0
0
10
3
1
0
10
18
0
0
1
10
10
0
2
0
10
0
5
2
0
11
4

d.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
5
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
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Waeajtgebda Mission'—Subscription List—continued.
I
Lecture, Deniliquin ..............................
Police Magistrate, Deniliquin ..............
Lecture, Tirana ......................................
Mr, Currans ..........................................
Tea Meeting, opening Mission School...
I Cliarles Harrison ..................................
Collection, Narrandorn.........................
Miss Amy Dribble's boi ......................
Ronald .................................................
Archie......................................................
R. Bcllington & Co..................................
Mrs, Mary Roberts..............................
Miss Rainey ...........................................

£ s. d
3 13 4
10 0
1 15 0)
0 3 6
8 0 0
0 10 0
2 15 3
1 19 3
2 11 6
110
5 0 0
4 0 0
10 0

Benth & Co...............................................
Thco. K.....................................................
The Misses White......................... ........
Jane Dixon..............................................
“Yarra” ..................................................
M. H..........................................................
A Friend...... ...........................................
A Friend .................................................
A Friend..................................................
j Mrs, R. Launceston, per Miss Rainey...
R, Carse, Esq............ .............................
Mr. Bayliss.............................................

£ e. d.
2 2 0
3 3 0
10 0
2 2 0
10 0
0 5 0
0 5 0
10 0
0 10
5 0 0
2 2 0
10 0

I

Maloga Aboriginal Mission—Contributions.
1880.
April 2
»
2

»

4

>i
»
,,
„

4
4
5
5

»

5

.

6

1 £
Mrs. D., Richmond, Victoria .....
Sandridge Town Hall Collection (Vic
tona).................................................
Scrrice at Assembly Hall, Melbourne..
E D.J., Emerald Hill.............................
Miss T., Richmond, Victoria .............
Sandridge School-room—collected a
meeting.............................................
Children of Richmond State School 1
Victoria.............................................
Publishers of “ Southern Cross,” Mel
bourne ..............................................

5. d.
1880.
1 4 ID June
0 10 0
„ 12
„ 1
3 16 9
2 10 0
„ 19
0 2 6
0 2 6
„ 25
1

7

9

2 2

G

„ 25
» 25
„ 26

1

0

" Anonymous” (stamps)
“Young Christian,” sale of two brooches.
per J.R., Melbourne,.......................
“ Willing Work,” Mission Box, per J.R.
Melbourne .............................
Wesleyan S.S., Mudgec, N.S.W., per
W.E................. ....................... ..........
Wesleyan S.S., Rurrundulla, per W.K
Bethel S.S., Sandridge, Victoria, per
A.B.J...........................................
Collected by A.B., Sydney ..........

£ s. d.
0 2 6
1 0 0
1

0 0

1

0

0

2 11 8
0 9 0
2 12 6
1 0 0

0
10 16 8

mond (collected)

1 15 5
1 0 0

Melbourne (Miss K.)

6
12
28
28
28
28
28
28

1

Hill (collected)...................
Holly and fry’s Mission Box

4
0

n.s.w......................................... ;
KRE. }
W.D.M., Sydney

1
1
1
0
0
1
1

C.P, Balmain, Sydney
A Friend, per H.D.R.
Board, per J.N, ,

27

July 9
9
2 10)
» 9
» 9
4 0
» 12
10 0
„ 16
0 0
0 0
.. 24
„ 24
0 0
5 0
» 24
10 0
„ 31
0 0
31
0 0
» 31
5

C.C., Leven, Tasmania.........................
3 0 0
R.S., Lisburn, Ireland, per E.S.H.R, .. 10 0 0
R.G., Blayney, N.S.W., per T.R.C.C...
1 1 0
M.B., Newtown, Sydney (collected) ..
1 0 0
Aborigines’ Protection Association,
Sydney, per E.G.W.P_____ _____
5 0 0
State School, Richmond, Victoria, per
R.G........................
2 3 6
B.R.R., Sydney.........
0 10 0
Miss D., per M.B,, Newtown, Sydney... 1 0 0
H.D.R., South Yarra, Melbourne
1 0 0
A Friend .............. h
per
per
(
1 0 0
)
A Friend ...............f
J,T.R.,
1 0 0
ell-street, J
Gospel Hall, S.S., ( RnssellMclbourne .......) Melbourne.
bourne. (. 1 0 0

3
27 14 6

May

7

»

7

Hobart Christian Workers' Association
per H.L.G..........................................
C.D........................
~
'

7

R.E..............................

..

7

»
»

7
7
7
7
7
7

J.J.........................
Per
Mrs. L....................
M.E.B., j
P.R. (a little Girl)
’ Newtown ^
Do.
do.
Sydney.
A little Boy...........
A Family..............
Two Ladies .................... j
(.
Mr. H................ ) Collected by A.B., /
Mr. R.................J
Sydney.
(
Private School, Walhalla, Gippsland,
per H.C......................................
Miss S., Melbourne, per E.S.H.R.
Mrs. H.................... I Per G.M.W.,
A Friend................ ■ Russell-street,
Two Sisters...........
. Melbourne,
Box at Bible Depot
J,H.J., Momington, Victoria
D F.M., London, per E.S.H.R
Church of England S.S., Bimbernuug.
R.S.W., per R.J.R.
E.H., Petersham, Sydney
Presbyterian S.S., Jambcroo, N.S.W.,
perD.L.D.......................................... '
E.B., Mittagong, N.S.W.........................
Church of England S.S., Orange,
N.S.W., per J. H, <3-.........................;
Congregational S.S., Hawthorn, Vie-,
toria, per W.C..................................
Richmond State School, Victoria, per]
Mr, W...........

„

»
..

»
..

7
7
7

..

7
7

..

..

..
„

7

7

7
7

„ 15
u 21
„ 21
„ 21
„ 28
>, '28

» 28
» 28

3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
3

0
5
3
1
0
2
0
0
7
6
0
0

0
0
6
0
6
0
6
3
3
0
0
0

Aug. 6

0
3
0
0
2
0
5
1

7
0
4
10
0
6
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Sept. 3

1
1

1 0
0 0

3
1

9 2
0 0

M.P., Balmain, Sydney.

C.P.,

„

„

.

„ 14
„ 14
21
„ 21

1 0 0
1 0 0
3 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
2 0 0
9 0 0

..

4

11
„ 11
.. 11
» 21
„
„
»
„

21
21
24
24

., 27

6 0 0

Aborigines’ Protection Association,
Sydney, per E.G.W.P........................ 10 0 0
Presbvterian S.S.,Momington, Victoria,
per D.G.G.......................................
2 10 0
Bible Class, East Melbourne per J.R., (1 2 0
Willing work,” Missiou-box > Mel2 6
E.E.D..................................... ) bourne. (0 6 0
Congregational S.S., Hawthorn, Vic
toria, per W.C...................................
i e 2
F.N., Morpeth, N.S.W............................ 1 0 0
A.T.,
do.
do................................ 1 0 0
“A well-wisher” (stamps), Melbourne 0 5 0
State School, Richmond, Victoria, per
Mrs. G.............................................
2 0 4
M.B., Newtown, Sydney (collected)...
1 0 0
20 10 0

1

D 0

3 11

4

3

6

38
June 4
„ 4

13

Presbyterian S.S., Carisbrook, Victoria,
per L.C...........................................
“From one who loves Jesus,” Sofala,
N.S.W.............................................
Christian Workers’ Association, Hobart,
Tasmania ......................................
T.K., Melbourne, per J.N.......................
M.B., Newtown, Sydney (collected) ...
Congregational S.S., East Melbourne,
per C.W.E......................................

0 10 0
0 10 0

Get. 1
„
»

5
qy

„

9

Aborigines’ Protection Association,
Sydney, per E.G-.W.P.-f..,................ 6 0 0
Do.
do.
do.
...... 15 0 0
“For Jesus’ sake,” from the Editor,
“ The . Christian,” London, peri
E.S.H.R.............................................. 10 0 0
Miss L., per T.Q., Momington, Victoria] 1 0 0
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Maloga Aboriginal Mission—Contributions—continued.
1880.
Oct. 15
„
„

15
15

20
„ 23
„ 23
„ 30
„ 30
„ 30
„ 30
„ 30

£ e.
Betliol S.S., Sandridge, Victoiia, per
A.B.J....................... ....................... 1 1 10
Mrs, M'E., per A.B.J..........................
1 4
Town Hall S.S., St. Hilda, Victoria, per
H.C................................ ............ . ..... 2 12
Cliristian Workers’ Association, Hobart,
Tasmania, per H.L.G-........................ 3 0
Mrs. M., Sandhurst, Victoria ..............
0 10
Mrs. M. and Miss B., Sandhurst (col
lected) ..............................................
1 10
Presbyterj’anS.S^MuswellbrookjN.S.W,,
per J.S.L............................................. 10
T.B, (Aboriginal native), Armidale,
N.S.W. .............................................. 0 10
B.’B,, Terang, Victoria .......................... 0 17
B.S. O’B., Sydney ..................................
3 0
Baptist S.S., Parramatta, N.S.W., per

j.A............................................;

„
„
„

30
30
30
30
„ 30
30
30

“ A Priend ” V
per
[
"Paith"
1
J. H.,
J
“A Friend” [
Russoll-st.,
1
“F.M.”
J
Melbourne.
{
Miss
“for my Mother,” Melbourne
E.W.F., Eebuea, Victoria.....................
“In memory of a departed babe,” Mrs.
B., Eclmca......................................

d.

0
-t

1880.
Dee. 30
„ 30
„ 30

„
»

0
6

10
10

„
„

30
30

0

„

30

0

„

30

0

„

30

0

» 30

0
0

„ 30

0

2 0 0
0 10 0
2 0 0
0 5 0
5 0
0 0
5

„
„

20
20
20
29
29
29
29

20
29
29
29
29
29
30

„

1

..

1

„
„

1

1

„
1
„ 15
„ 15
„ 15
„

30
30

„ 30
» 30
„ 30
SO
jt 30
30
„ SO

M.D., Barmah, Victoria
Aborigines'
Protection Association
Sydney, per E.G.W.P..,.
10 0
W.P., Melbourne')
5 0
J.K. Bono, „
|
3 3
B.S. & Co.,
2 2
J.B.,
Per G.G.A., j
2 0
R.H.,
.
Melbourne.
1 1
c.j.h.,
;
1 0
G.S.,
,
1 0
G.G.A.,
,
2 2
E.S., Lisburn, Ireland, per C.B.C.j
Melbourne
10 0

30
31

sion) ................
Miss S., Melbourne.

Frank

10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

0
0
0
0
0
0

13
13
13
1G
17
18
18
18
19
19
19

5
0
0
0

9

l

0 5

24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
29
29
29
29

0
5

0 10 0
0 10 0
10 0
0

0 10

.
.
e
.
.

A Friend ................................
Miss T., Brighton, Melbourne
Mr®. M'K., do.
do.
A Fnend
do.
do,
.
A Friend
do.
do.
.
S.H., South Yarra,
do.
.
Mrs. W., Brighton,
do,
.
Miss H-, Goorak,
clo.
.
Mrs. H., Brighton,
.
do.
Miss S., Melbourne.
.
C.C.,
do.
.
.
Mr. and Mrs. L., Brighton, Melbourne
A Friend,
do.
do.
.
Collection at S.S., Brighton ............
.
H.C., Brighton ................................
.
A Friend, do......................................
.
Mrs. C , do......................................
.
A Friend, do......................................
J.B.S,
do......................................
Collected at St. Hilda........................

20 Mr. S., Picnic Point, near Melbourne
20 R G., Brighton .................................

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Mr. S. and Mr. L, (visitors).....
10 0
J.D., West Maitland, N.S.W. (Christ
mas presents).........................
110
C.J.N., Barraba, N.S.W.............
10 0
Christ Church S.S., New-'l
f
castle, N.S.W.............. Per R.S.,
A Friend........................... I Ncw0
Seripture-class — Young f castle,
Women ...................... j N.S.W.
0 3 8
Working-class of cbildrenj
0 3 9
Board, Sir. N. (thirty-five weeks) ...
43 15 0
M.B., Newtown, Sydney (collected) ..
2 0 0
“A Svmpathiser with your work,” Yass,
n!s.w.........................................
2 0 0
M.B., Newtown, Sydney (collected)
10 0
Presbyterian S.S., Carisbrook, Vietoria,
(Small “ New Year’s G tft,1 ’ per L.C.) 10 0
J.K., for “Henry”
r GOO
"A Friend"
10 0
Per J.R.,
|
Russell-street, -f
Melbourne, j

0 4 0
0 7

0

1 10 2i
0 12 101
0 7 8
0
3 3
0 0
6 0 0
1

5

15
0
0
2
10
10
9
1
10
5
2
10
0
0
0
2
4
10
0
10
4
0
0
G
5
2
0
0

0
0
0
G
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
4
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0 1C

3

J4in. 1

G 0 0
0 5 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
X 1 0

79
Dec, 1
1

toria, per J.G................................... ..
F.A.B., Emerald Hill, Melbourj 0
(stamps)........................................... .
Mission-boi at Dai'cy,')
r
Hay ......................
Sunday School, Baulk- Per E.N.F.,
ham Hills............... Castle Hill,
U.B., Parramatta, [
near
N.S.W.....................
Sydney.
Miss A., Baulkham |
l
Hills .......................J
Board, J.N.............................................
tbourne, per J S.A.
.

1881.

5 0

mania, per T.L H..........................
S.H., S. Yarra, Melbourne (stamps)

0 17 3
0 17 9

£ 79

J

10

..
Is

0

0 4 G

r
E.A...............................................
3
“A Friend.” J.T., Colac, Victoria
. i 10
" From promise made to the')
late Rev. Wm. Ridley,”
Lady in West Maitland...
5 0
Miss J. M.’s evening class,
Glebe, Sydney..................
2 0
Per
Presbyterian S.S., Pyrmont,
J.A.,
Sydney ..............................
8 0
Miss V., Pyrmont, Sydney ...
1 0
Presbyterian S.S., Glebe,
Sydney ..............................
4 2
Presbyterian S.S., Goulburn.
_ N.S.W.....................
^2 0
•J
Miss B. (visitor)..........
2 0
Victoria

£ B. d.
0 8 0
0 17 0

(collected)
C

E 54 3. 4
Not. 6

iD.

C.C., Levan, Tasmania .....................
S.E.W., Richmond, N.S.W.................
Presbyterian S.S., Bombala, N.S.W.
.’
per J S.R...............................
E.J., Huntingdon, Hastings
}
N.S.W. (collected)..............
G.M., Geelong, Victoria............
Congregational SS., Haw.
Per
thornc, Victoria..........
W.C.,
Collection at Public Meet
Mel
ing ............................. .
bourne.
W.C., Hawthorne ..........
A.R., Sydney ..................
E.F., Sandhurst, Victoria
Mrs. W., do.
do.
Collected Public Meeting,
Church, W est Melbourne...

1
1
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
2
0
1
5
2
0
1
0
1
0
0
1
1
1
0
0
3
1

2
0

2 0
5 0

1

8 10

3
1
3
1
0
1

G
0
0
0
3
0

8
0
0
0
7
0

7 18 0
50 13 8

Feb. 3

» 13
»

13

„ 12
„ 12
„ 14
„ 14
„

19
19
„ 19
„ 19
„ 19
„ 19
19

Tasmania ......................
P.L., Beaufort, Victoria......
Collected by Publishers,
Cross,” Melbourne ......

3 0 0
3 3 0

aud self’ ........................................
E.N., Kingston-on-Thames, England .
SI.A.B , Newtown, Sydney (collected).
Church of England S.S., Jerry’s Plain
N.S.W...............................................
A Friend.......................'
Girls’ Bible Class..........
SI Us A...........................
Per J.R.,
Russo li
M....................................
st rent,
Reports ......................
M.H.............................. Slelbourne.
Sfission-boi,
Willing
Work” ..................

2 0 0
2 0 0
1 0 0

2 10 0

1
0
1
0
0
0
0

0
2
5
10
5
3
5

0
0
2
0
0
0
0

0 4 0
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d.
0
0
0
0
0 0
0 0

s.
10
3
0
10

0
0
0
0

17

6

12

CO

10
10
&
0

7
17
0

00

£
Government Scliool Salary (contributed) 7
3
J.D., West Maitland..............................
Board J. If................................................ 1
School Salary (contributed) .................. 7
Ifewtown, Sydney (collected)... 1
2
Board j. N,
Goapol Hall S.S., St.KildaC
r
1
Melbonrne................ "
0
Proceeds from knitting .
Per J.B.,
0
Mel
M.................................
1
bourne.
E.A.O.................................
Proceeds—Sale of gold
chain ...........................j
(^ 1
State School, Bichmond, Victoria, per
Miss G...................................
Contributed from Maloga Barm
0
Contributed Scliool Fees .........
13
Contributed for Itations .........

C>

1881. !
1881.
£ s. d.
Mar. 12
Peb. 19 | Bethel S.S., Sandridge, Victoria, per
2 7 6
A.B.J...........................................
J1 is
3 0 0
25 Mrs. 15,, SDckleham, Victoria .......
J) 19
» 24
25 Congregational S.S., Brunswick, Vie1
24
6 11 10
tona, per J.li.U. .......................
25 1 Hythe Mission Bos, Tasmania, per
JJ 29
1 12 5
1
E.S.H.R.......................................
JJ 29
0 10 0
26 i Miss H., Petersham, Sydney......... .
y> 29
I
£ 31 8 11
j> 29
|
j) 29
|
Mar. 3 1 Congregational S.S., Hawthorn, Vicu 29
1 12 4
toriflj pep VV,0...................-.......
1 0 0
31
5 , Board J. N........................................
n Mission Box, family C.C., Melbourne ... 1 0 0
6 0 0
y> 31
9 G.T.J., Hobart, Tasmania............
9 M.A.B., Newtown, Sydney (collected)... 1 0 0
ii 31
12 Missionary Collect ions at Assembly Hall,
u 31
(
4 0 0
Melbourne .................................
12 Christmas Collections, St.3 ohAs Chuveb
1 13 3
of England, liartley,

£74 8 11
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No. 1.
The Principal Under-Secretary to The Honorable Philip G-idley King, M.L.C.
Sn’’

T. . .
‘
. T1
,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 23 Juue, 1S82.
It bemg considered desirable to nayc an inquiry into and to be furnished with a full and
comprehensive report of the working of the stations for aborigines in the .Murrumbidgee District, which
are under Mr. Matthews and the Reverend Mr. Gribhle respectively, I am directed to inform you that the
Colonial Secretary approves of the duties of such inquiry being performed by yourself and Edmund
Fosbery, Esquire, Inspector-General of Police, in place of the Honorable Messrs. Thornton and Marks.
, AP desired to state that the Protector of the Aborigines has been requested to aid in every
way the holding of the inquiry, and that the Minister of Public Instruction and the Minister of Justice
Departments7^™ t0 CaUSC t0 ^ sllpplied An>' information that can be furnished by their respective
3. l am to add that the services of Mr. E. Palmer, as Secretary, will be placed at the disposal of
yourself and your colleague, and that the necessary expenses will be paid by the Government.
]iaVCMTCHETT WALKER.

No. 2.
The Principal Under-Secretary to The Inspector-General of Police.
[Similar to and of same date as No. 1, substituting “ The Honorable Philip Gidley King” for “ Edmund
Fosbery, Esquire, Inspector-General of Police.”]
45—A
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No. 3.
Messrs. P. G. King' and E. Posbery to The Colonial Secretary.
.Sydney, 8 August, 1882.
In compliance vritli the commission entrusted to us, conveyed by letter from the Principal
ITnder-Secretary, dated the 23rd of June last, we do ourselves the honor to report, for your information,
that we have visited, inspected, and carefully inquired into the working of the Aboriginal Mission Stations
at lYarangesd.o and Maloga.
_
The former is situated on the Murrumbidgee Hirer, about 12 miles from the Darlington railway
station; and since its formation, two years ago, it has been under the charge of the llev. J, B. Gribble, an
ordained minister of the Church of England; Mr. Carpenter being the teacher of the Public School
established by the Government.
The station is built on a reserved area of about 1,600 acres, of which GOO acres have been specially
appropriated for the mission, and we are informed that application has been made for an additional 400
acres.
The site of the station is not in all respects well chosen. There is a township only 3 miles
distant. This we think objectionable, as the public-house thereat must he a demoralising attraction to
the blacks. The township should be far enough away to prevent frequent running to and fro, yet not too
remote for convenient communication.
^
In Appendix A. we give a statement in detail of the number of persons wo found at the AYarangesda
station—aborigines, half-castes, and quadroons—together with a statement of their ages and sexes.
The huts have been erected, as we were informed, by the aborigines (by which term we intend to
include, here and elsewhere, also half-castes and quadroons). The dwellings were tidy, weatherproof,
apparently cleanly, and suitable for the accommodation of the married people. Some additional huts were
in course of erection when wc visited the station.
_
The schoolroom, which, in common with all the other buildings, had only an earthen floor, was in
an indifferent state of repair, inadequate in space for teaching purposes, and deficient in school requisites.
"We learnt that a school tent for temporary use had been supplied by the Department of Public Instruction,
and its arrival was daily expected. Also, that a brick schoolhouse was to be built upon a site already
selected, but we venture to suggest that before this expenditure is finally decided upon, further considera
tion should be given to the subject.
_
We examined some of the children in reading, but the results were not satisfactory, owing probably
to some extent to the timidity of the scholars in the presence of strangers. We saw also some copy-books
in which the writing was fairly good, but the proportion of children who eau read or read and write is
small. They all heartily joined in singing to the accompaniment of a harmonium played by the teacher.
A chapel is being built of pine saplings and other bush materials. Mr. Gribble resides in an
indifferent cottage inadequate for the accommodation of his family, and the Public School teacher lias erected
a small two-roomed bush hut, which certainly is not suitable for a teacher’s residence.
^
_ _
There is also a house for the single women and children to sleep in, one part of it being partitioned
off for meals; but the whole building is quite insufficient for its intended use, apart from the strong
objection to it on fhe ground of deficiency in the means of classification at night; or rather separation
between the elder females and the children.
_
_
Mr. and Mrs. Yon Hagen were also residing at Warangesda, and assisting Mr. Gribble in the
general management of the mission; we were informed that they had received some training at Dr.
Bernardo’s Missionary College.
_
The aborigines at the station, both children and adult, were sufficiently clothed, and as far as wo
could judge they were also fairly fed.
There wras only a small garden imperfectly cultivated; the drought had destroyed the last crop.
100 acres have been enclosed for a cultivation paddock, 10 acres of which had been sown with wheat.
Water is obtained from a well which had been sunk by Mr. Gribble, with some assistance from the
blacks,
AYe now proceed to describe the Maloga station.
_
Maloga is situated about 15 miles from Moaina, ou the banks of the Murray River, and on the edge
of an extensive forest reserve. The station improvements are on a freehold of 121 acres, charted in the
names of AY. and D. Matthews, adjoining a section of 320 acres in the name of AY. Matthews, and
another selection of like size in the name of Mr. D. Matthews, who is now in charge of the mission. The
freehold and selections are well chosen, being on pine sand-hills of fairly fertile character, and forming
a cheerful contrast to the adjacent forest reserve, which is heavily covered in great measure with compara
tively useless timber. This, if cleared away, would add greatly to the value of the good timber to be left
standing, and the grazing quality of the land would be also much improved. On the whole, we consider
the situation a very eligible one.
_
Mr. Matthews has a small and indifferently cultivated garden; also a cleared paddock, with a few
head of live stock.
_
The buildings on tbe stalion are somewhat similar to those at AYarangesda, but in some respects
inferior and older—the station having been formed some eight years ago. They were certainly not in
such good order, The schoolroom is largo enough; it is also used for meals.
Mr. Matthews is a duly-appointed Public School teacher, with a salary of £168 per annum, but he
was almost without school requisites ; indeed, when asked for them, he could not find two primary readinglesson books alike. However, the result of the examination conducted by us (tbe pupils being selected
indiscriminately) was more satisfactory than at Warangesda, owing probably to the school having been so
much longer in action.
Appendix B affords information as to the population at the mission, distinguishing adults, children,
full blacks, half-castes, &c.
.....
AVc caused notices to be inserted in the newspapers of both districts, notifying tbe object of onr
visit, the days on which we proposed to be at each station, and inviting any persons who had evidence to
tender, or information to give, to be in attendance ; there was, however, no response. _ We had, therefore,
to content ourselves with questioning persons at the stations, and reliable neighbouring residents in an
unofficial manner.
We

3

We have no hesitation in expressing oar opinion that some further aid ought to he extended the
aborigines generally, and we will endeavour to lay down lines within which we consider such assistance
should be afforded, and which it may be found necessary and proper to extend to other districts of the
Colony.
_
We strongly deprecate the practice which has obtained at both the mission stations of keeping
thereat children beyond the age of infancy, chiefly half-castes or quadroons, some of whom are so fair as
to be indistinguishable from Europeans. Some of the children referred to are with their half-caste
mothers, who would, we believe, willingly part with them, if assured that it would he for their benefit.
Others, however, of the children have no such ties. It is only necessary for us to state, in connection
with this subject, that some of the women have been of depraved habits, and though hopes were expressed
of their reformation, it is painfully obvious that they should not be the constant companions of the younger
half-caste and quadroon girls to whom we have made reference.
We disapprove of the system adopted at both stations of expelling inmates for any contravention
of the rules of the establishment. It would seem that to expel anyone would only he to force them back
to and within the reach of those vices from which it is the object of the supporters of the missions to
withdraw them. Doubtless some discipline is necessary, but it should be in the nature of curtailment of
indulgences and privileges, expulsion being reserved for persons guilty of wilful misconduct of a serious
nature.
We endeavoured to elicit from Mr. Gribble aud Mr. Matthews what might he tbe ulterior benefit
they were devoting themselves to achieve on behalf of the children; hut beyond the prospective result of
their present moral training and education, neither of those gentlemen was able to explain Ins views
satisfactorily to ns as to any future advantages to be derived by tbe children by retaining them in an
aboriginal asylum. We fail to see any. On the contrary, we think they should be so further trained as
to fit them to take their places as domestic servants, or amongst the industrial classes; and this, we
conceive, would he best attained by “ boarding out ” the young of both sexes, chiefly the half-castes, but
including even those also of full aboriginal blood, when practicable.
The indisposition of the aborigines to manual labour is well known ; hut s they can obtain work of
various kinds in the country they should not only he induced to take it, but they should be discouraged
from remaining in comparative idleness at mission stations, where they will certainly abide so long as they
are provided with food and clothing, without some corresponding demand being made upon their labour.
Many of the men, however, do at certain seasons leave the mission stations to earn wages at
shearing-sheds, kangaroo-hunting, &c., and they generally bring hack their wages to assist in the support
of their families. At Maloga they complain that the horses they use on these journeys are not allowed to
graze on Mr, Matthews’ selections, and they have therefore to turn them adrift on the adjoining runs ;
neither are they allowed to keep poultry,
_
With reference to the present management of the mission stations, we should do injustice to
Messrs, Gribble and Matthews were we to discredit their devotion to the work to which they have applied
themselves, apparently to the impoverishment of their families; nor have we any desire to detract from
the measure of success which-has attended their labours, or to question the personal influence they have
gained over the blocks. Wo think, however, it will be advisable, if aboriginal stations are to be formed
and conducted under tbe control of the Government, that the services of persons should he obtained with
such qualifications as will in all respects ensure the goodwill and co-operation of the neighbouring popula
tion and the confideuce of the public.
It would he an advantage if a synopsis of the result of the information recently collected for the
protection of aborigines, respecting the race throughout the Colony, could he appended to this Jteport for
consideration in connection therewith.
Wc now desire to recapitulate some of the recommendations contained in the preceding pages, and
to add some further suggestions for your consideration, and wo do so because we are under the impression
that our report of the working of these stations would be incomplete unless accompanied by some such
additional recommendations relative to them specially, and generally to the protection of the aborigines
throughout the Colony.
Our inquiry naturally divided itself into two objects. Eirst, to enable us to judge of the necessity
for such establishments at all; and secondly, to qualify us to give an opinion to the Government, whether
or not the principles of the present management were so sound and efficient as to warrant the grant of
substantia] aid from the public purse.
1. Although Maloga and AYarangesda arc not in all respects what homes for the aborigines could
and ought to be, we are by no means in favour of their abandonment. AYe think if our suggestions are
generally carried out at these places, and if new stations are formed on the principles on which these
suggestions are based, the condition of the race would he very materially ameliorated.
2. AYe recommend that at Maloga about 2,000 acres of the forest reserve he appropriated, to
comprise also the two selections of the Messrs. Matthews, long since liable to forfeiture by non-payment
of interest; the Government would no doubt deal liberally by paying them for their improvements on the
selections ; and further, to purchase from them the 121 acres which they hold in foe-simple, and on which
are erected all the buildings now used by the mission, with a view to consolidating the station reserve.
3. That at AYarangesda the present reserve he extended in respect to the TOO acres applied for ;
and that in other parts of the Colony reserves be made for future aboriginal stations, as necessity may
arise.
AYe have made these recommendations as to reserves not without some doubt whether the two
stations referred to arc not too near to each other in view of the small number of blacks in the district.
4. That Maloga, AYarangesda, and all such other stations as may be formed, he under the control
of a qmblic officer acting in the capacity of schoolmaster, storekeeper, and overseer, with an assistant if
necessary.
5. That the Government erect (with aboriginal labour as far as practicable) suitable buildings; the
dwelling-houses to he sufficiently separated to prevent confusion of interests, yet near enough to afford
mutual protection, each family being permitted to have an enclosure of reasonable dimensions to afford
room for gardening, poultry-rearing, <fcc. The allotments to be marked out aud the occupants placed in
possession, so that they may feel a reasonable security in their holdings.

6.

940
4
6. We do not think it necessary that lands reserved for aboriginal stations should be vested in
trustees, so long as the government, acting through the protectorate of aborigines, undertakes their man
agement;

7. That aid from the public funds be afforded in the shape of food and clothing for the infirm, aud
such women and children as cannot be provided for by-husbands or fathers; for tools for the men for
building, gardening, and field work; and for medical" attendance for the stations generally. Blankets
would of course be issued in accordance with the usual practice; also on coast stations fishing-boats would
be provided as heretofore. The men and boys over twelve years of age should be eipected to maintain them
selves by labour on the station, or at neighbouring homesteads. It is assumed that at shearing time, and
under the provisions of the Pastures and Stock Protection Act, they will earn enough to keep themselves
and their families whilst out of other employment. During sickness, or unforeseen difficulties, it would be
reasonable that they should be supplied with food at the discretion of the overseer.
8. That the overseer be expected to interest lumself in training the aborigines in habits of industry,
such as bush carpentering, gardening, farming, cutting firewood, Ac., and in disposing of the products of
their industry to the best advantage for their benefit. It would be unnecessary to point out to any intelli
gent person acting iu the capacity of overseer the numerous ways in which their industry could be turned
to account.
‘
_ 9. In view of tbe possible temporary failure of the funds of tbe New South Wales Aborigines Pro
tection Association and of other contributions towards the support of the missions at Maloga and Waran
gesda, and also of the paucity of stores now in hand, we recommend that the Government shall at once
supply these stations with assistance in the shape of food and clothing. The purchase of a few sheep
should also be authorized. The expenditure of the necessary funds to be under tbe direction of the nearest
responsible Government official, subject to the control of the Protector of the Aborigines,
10. With a few stations in the country for the location of the adult aborigines and their young
children, under the charge of properly qualified persons, and supported to a reasonable extent by the
Government, we think the unsatisfactory condition of the race may be greatly improved. It is" only
reasonable that the aborigines should be allowed to remain on their native soil and in their tribal districts
in due security and comfort; but it appears to be equally reasonable and important that the younger
half-castes should be withdrawn from their midst and gradually absorbed into the general community,
young quadroon and half-caste children who are without parents being first removed, with a view to being
placed in an institution or boarded out. Subsequently, other children might be withdrawn with the con
sent of their parents, and others of useful ages may be selected from time to time by persons who, after
due inquiry, may be found eligible and willing to avail themselves of their services—the girls for domestic
work, and the lads for farm or station employment. Begard will, doubtless, be paid to the feelings of the
parents or other adults interested in the children’s welfare.
_ If- We would recommend that rules be framed for administration and discipline of the proposed
establishments and for the protection of the rights and property of aborigines thereat, as well as for their
general care. That instructions he given to the police generally to afford prompt and practical assistance
when required for the furtherance of the above objects.
12. The present system of allowing blacks free passages in tbe railways should be discontinued, so
as to restrict them from idly wandering about from place to place. Special passes might be granted on
the authority of the officer in charge of their respective stations, or such other officer as may bo author
ized in that behalf by the Government.
We do not desire to undervalue, but rather to express our full appreciation of the work which has
so far been performed by the New South Wales Aborigines Protection Association. We think, however,
that the time has arrived when the Government should take upon itself the responsibilities and duties
which the society may not always be able, and possibly canuot be expected adequately to meet and pro
vide for. _ The philanthropic intentions of its members will no doubt find full scope in the furtherance of
tho amelioration of the present condition of the original native race, especially in objects relative thereto
which may bo beyond the province of the Government to deal with.
■
We have, Ac.,
PHILIP GIDLEY KING, M.L.C.
EDMUND FOSE KEY,
Inspector-General of Police.
Atpexiux A..
Number of blacks receiving supplies and instruction at Warangesda for the year 1882, as per
return furnished by the Eev. J. B. G ribble
Blacks: Adults, 45 ; children, 10. Half-castes: Adults, 15 ;
children, 30. Quadroons : Adults, 2 ; children, 8. Total; Adults, 02 ; children, 48. Of these only 40
adults aud 40 children were at Warangesda at the time of inspection.
'
B.
_ Number of blacks receiving supplies and instruction at Maloga for the year 1S82, as per return
furnished by Mr. D. Matthews ;—Blacks: Adults, 28; children, 14. Half-castes: Adults, 31; children,
31. Quadroons: Children, 6. Total: Adults, 59 ; children, 51. Of these only 51 children and 17 adults
were at Maloga at time of inspection.
--------”
Appendix

Appendix C.
Government aid has been afforded to the Aboriginal Mission Stations at Maloga and Warangesda,
as under:—
_
The salaries of the teachers at both missions have been paid by the Department of Public Instruc
tion, and school requisites have been supplied.
Blankets have been issued to all aborigines on the stations,
A reserve of 600 acres of land has been made at Warangesda.
The sum of £828 7s. has been expended for rations at Maloga from March, 1877, to July 4, 1882.
Tim police have afforded constant practical assistance and protection to both stations.
Facilities have been afforded for the carriage of supplies by the Bail way Department.
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Minute of the Colonial Secretary.
Send to the Departments to which allusion is herein made for consideration of its Minister,—
John It., 12/8/82.
■

No. 4.
The Principal Under-Sccretary to The Protector of the Aborigines.
Sir,"

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 16 August, 1882.
I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of
the Eeport of Messrs. P. G-. King, M.LC., and Edmund Posbery, Inspector-General of Police, on the s August, issi
Aboriginal Mission Stations at IVarangesda and Maloga.
I have, &c.,
CEITCHETT WALKEB.

.

No. 5.
The Principal Under-Secretary to The Under-Secretary for Lands.

Sir,
Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 16 August, 1882.
'
I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the
Secretary for Lands, a copy of the Eeport of Messrs. P. G-. King, M.L.C., and Edmund Fosbery, 8 August, isw.
Inspector-General of Police, on the Aboriginal Missions Stations at Warangesda and Maloga.
I have, &c.,
CEITCHETT WALKER.

No. 6.
The Principal Under-Secretary to The Under-Secretary for Public Works.
[Similar to and of same date as Ko. ?.]

No. 7.
Tbe Principal Under-Secretary to The Under-Secretary, Public Instruction.
[Similar to and of same date as No. 5.]

■
No. 8.
The Principal Under-Secretary to The Under-Secretary for Mines.
[Similar to and of same date as No, 5.]

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1683.
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1883.
Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

DAWES’ POINT.
(CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE HANDING OVER OE, TO IMPERIAL NAVAL AUTHORITIES.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 6 April, 1883,

RETURN to an Address made by tbe Honorable the Legislative Assembly of
New South Wales, dated 29 March, 1883, praying that His Excellency will be
pleased to cause to be laid upon tbe Table of this House,—
“ Copies of all letters, telegrams, and correspondence between the Imperial
“ Government and the Government of New South Wales, and all other
“ documents, papers, and minutes, &c., relative to the handing over of
“ Dawes’ Point to the Imperial Naval Authorities.”

(Mr. Merriman.)
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DAWES’ POINT.
Minute by Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 29 October, 1875.
The question of tbe exchange of Garden Island and the stores near the Circular Quay, now in the hands

of the naval authorities of Her Majesty, for Fort Macquarie, was delayed for the purposc of obtaining a
plan of tbe land asked for by tbe late and much lamented Commodore G-oodonough. While tbe prepara
tion of the plan was going on, the late Commodore intimated that he would prefer having a portion of
land near Campbell’s Wharf and between that and Dawes’ Battery. The negotiations in the matter of
these exchanges respectively were postponed in consequence of the absence from the Colony of the late
Commodore.
A communication should, I think, be made to Captain Chapman, the present Commodore, calling
his attention to the matter, and intimating the willingness of this G overnment to make the exchange in
accord with the last-mentioned views of Commodore Goodcuough.
It will be as well, as a matter of courtesy to Captain Chapman, to send him the plan of Fort
Macquarie, retaining a copy, hut by no means communicating the willingness of this Government to give
up Fort Macquarie without further consideration.
His Excellency.—Joux II., 29/10/75.
JOHN ROBERTSON.
* Appendix A

Copy this memo., and send it with accompanying plan* to Commodore Chapman. Then return all
the papers to C.S. office.—II.R., 31/L0/75.
The Principal Under-Seerctary.—W.H.H., B.C., 1/11/75.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies to His Excellency tire Governor.
New South Wales, No. 43.
■
^
Sir.
Downing-street, 17 July, 1S7S.
* Sec note te dcs
]nteh, S Mav,
With reference to the concluding paragraph of your despatch No. 19, of the 6th February,* in
1570> i>nsc 3.
which you state that you presume that there will not be any objection to the general surrender of all
Ordnance Reserves into tbe hands of the Colonial Government, with the exception only of such portions
as may be desired by the Admiralty for naval purposes, I. request ihat you will furnish me with aSchedule
of the reserves to which reference is made. This subject was inadvertently overlooked in my former
reply to your despatch.
I. have, &c,,
--------M. E. HICKS-BEACH.
Colonial-Secretary,—Will you he s.o good as to call for the Schedule desired.—II.R., 3/9/78.
Secretary for Lands.—M.F., 5/9.
ITnder-Secretary for Lands, 9th Oct., 1878.

The Principal Under-Secretary .to The Under-Secretary for .Lands.
17 July, IS73

Sir,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 5 September, 1878.
In transmitting to you tbe accompanying copy of a despatch from tbe Principal Secretary of
State for the Colonies, I am directed by the Colonial Secretary, by command of Kis Excellency the
Governor, to request that you will invite the Secretary for Lands to have the goodness to cause me to he
furnished with a Schedule of all the Ordnance Reserves therein referred to.
I have, &c.,
M. B. ALLAN.

The Principal Under-Secretary to The Under-Secretary for Lands.
Sir,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 9 October, 1878.
Referring to my letter of the 5th ultimo, I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to request
that you will invite the Secretary for Lands to have the goodness to cause me to he furnished with the
Schedule of the Ordnance Reserves therein asked for.
I have, &c.,
M. R, ALLAN.

The Under-Secretary for Lands to The Principal Under-Secretary.
Sir,

* 5 September,
1878.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 9 October, 1878.
With reference to your letter of to-day’s date, and previous one*, on the subject of the
proposed general surrender of all Ordnance Reserves in this Colony into the hands of the Colonial
Government, with the exception only of such portions as may be desired by tbe Admiralty for naval
purposes, I am directed to inform you, that as the Colonial Architect is the Trustee of the Ordnance
Lauds leased by tbe Government, that officer bas been asked to furnish a Schedule of the reserves in
question, as it is not known in this office whether all the Ordnance Lands arc so held under lease by the
Government.
I have, &c.,
W. W. STEPHEN. ■

The Under-Secretary for Lands to The Principal Under-Secretary.
Sir,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 29 October, 1878.
With reference to my letter of the 9th instant, in reply to yours of same date, on the subject
of the proposed general surrender of Ordnance Reserves into the hands of the Colonial Government, I
am directed to enclose, for the information of the Colonial Secretary, a Schedule of those reserves, as
requested in your letter under reply.
I have, &e.,
W. W. STEPHEN.
Will

3
"Will tine Ordnnncc Storclceejjer please complete t:lie Schedule, wliich is, it is believed, defective as
regards tbe omission therefrom of the Victoria Barracks. &c., &c. B.C., 1/11/7S.—M.B.A.
The
Schedule has been completed so far as-1 know of.—J.B., 0/11/78. His Excellency.—M.E., 7/11. Send
Schedule to Secretary of State with covering despatch, by to-day's mail—7/11/78.
Schedule
forwarded in despatch of 7th Nov.. 1S7S, No. 126.—H,S.L.‘, Pri. Sec., 7/11/78.

His Excellency the Governor to The Secretary of State for the Colonies.
Schedule’of Ordnance .’Reserves.
Government House, 7 November, 1878.
In compliance with the request contained in your despatch No. 43, of 17 July last, 1 have the
honor to forward a Schedule* of the Ordnance Reserves at present leased to the Government of the Colony "Bde p^-c T
by the Imperial Government, at a nominal rent.
I have, &c.,
'
"
'
HERCULES ROBINSON.
S'rj

The Secretary of State, for the Colonies to The Officer Administering the Govern
ment of' New South Wales.
New South "Wales, No. Go,.
S'r>
,
i
Downing-street, 8 May, 1876.
With reference to Sir Hercules Robinson's despatch No. 19,* of 6th Bcbruary. and No. 126 of «This despakh
rib November, 1878, and to my despatch No. 43 of 17 July last, respecting the proposed surrender to reiatos to the rethe Government of New South Wales of certain Ordnance Reserves now leased to the Colony by the jwrtioil^o^iSrImperial Government, I have, the honor to transmit to you. for your own information and for that of your
v™’1 fofr t,hc
Government, the accompanying copies of a correspondence which has passed on the subject between the mtoh^tfreeii'a
War Office, the Board of Admiralty, and this department.
'
1,<wdYou will observe that the Secretary of State for War has no objection to the transfer to the
Colonial Government, under the provisioiis'of the Colonial Eortifieations Act of 1877, of the reserves as
detailed in the Schedule which accompanied Sir Hercules Robinson's despatch No, 126, of 7lb November.
18/8, as soon as the exchange proposed by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty in their letter of
■25ib February shall have been effected.
'
, .
J shall be glad to be informed by you of tho settlement of the exchange. Meanwhile I shall
invite the concurrence of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, and on hearing from you that the
exchange is arranged, I shall bo prepared to make the requisite representation to Her Majesty and to
obtain an Order in Council for affecting the general transfer.
I have, Ac.,
M. E. HICKS-BEACH.
[Enclosures.']
The Colonial Office to The Admiralty.
®'r’

j- •
a
i
.
.
Donming-slrool, JO Jamiorv, 1879.
,
question is under the consideration of the Scerctury of State respecting the proposed transfer, under the Colonial
Fortifications Act 1877, to New South. Wales, of certain Ordnance Reserves now leased to the Colour by the Imperial
Government.
‘ '
1
I n™ fLsircd to enclose a Schedule of the reserves in question, and to slate that Sir Michael Hicks-Beaeh would he
glad to be informed, before communicating with the War Olliee in regard to the transfer, whether the Lords Commissioners
of tho Admiralty would wish any, and if so, what portions of the hinds scheduled to be retained for Admiralty purposes.
1 am, &c.,
-------------------R. W. HERBERT.

The Admiralty to The Colonial Office.
®'r> .
Admiralty, 3 February, 1379.
i
j ,
’'our
instant, enclosing a Schedule of Ordnance Reserves in New South Wale?, now
leased to the Colony by the Imperial Government, I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to state
that, by arrangement with the Colonial Government, a portion of the store-house ou Circular Quav, Sydney, lias for some venrs
past been used as a Depfttfor Naval Stores. My Lords are, however, informed that the Govertimeiit of New South Wales
wou d be glad to resume possession of the building, and to give in exchange a suitable site elsewhere. If this is the case, my
Lords will be prepared to negotiate a transfer on equitable fenns; aud they consider that, with a view to this, it would he
desirable that the interest, of the Secretary of State-for War in the property in question should be transferred to them.
None of tho other reserves comprised in the Schedule are required for the Naval Service.
I am, &«.,
ROBERT HALL.

,

The Colonial Office to The Admiralty.

®'r’

T
, ,
,
- ,
.
Bowning-street, ] 2 February, 1379.
in vcplv to your letter of the 3rd instant, on the subject of tho Furrcndei1 to the Colony of New South Wnlea of
certain. Ordnance Reserves now held by lease from the Lnperinl GoTernmeiit, I run directed by tho Secretary of State for the
Colonies to point out to yon, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that, bv the Colonial Rortifieations Act of 1877, machinery is provided only for a transfer from the War Department to" the Colonial Government, and
y.1?.1 , "rtking over to their Lordships of the single parcel of land on Circular Quav, Svdnev, might be attended with some
difficulty.
" *
'
D
tt- ,
1 anj h0!'’0™'*0 request that yon will state to their Lordships that, if it meets with their concurrence, Sir Michael'
Hicks-Bcach will bo prepared to suggest, to the War Office that the transfer of the other reserves should be deferred until
the exchange proposed in your letter bus been effected, and will inform the Governor to the same effect.
I am, Ac.,

--------------------

J. BRAMSION.

The Admiralty to The Colonial Office.
,
r
,
,
„
,
Admiralty, £5 February, 1879.
it ith rclorence to year letter of the 12th histaut, I am commanded bv the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty
to inform you that they consider it of great importance that the reserves referred to should not be tinnlly banded over to Hie
Govermiieiit of hew South vVales until suitable provision has been made for the neeoinmodation of the Naval Stores, either
at hort Macquarie or at some other spot to bo agreed upon; and I am to request that you will movo Sir Michael HicksBcncli
suggest to the War Office that this transfer should he delayed accordingly.
I am, Ac.,
*
‘
ROBERT HALL.

Tho
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The Colonial Office to The "War Office.
Sir,

Dowiiing-rtreet, 18 March, 1879.
With I'cferoncc to the letter from this department of the 2GLh of April last, and to your reply of the 30th of May,
respecting the surrender to the Colony of New South Wales of a small portion of the Victoria Barracks Square, Sydney, 1 ani
directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to you, to be laid before Secretary Colonel Slanlcy, tbe
accompanying copy of a correspondence with the Governor of New South Wales, together with copies of communications
which bare passed between this Office and tho Admiralty, arising out of tbe request contained in the concluding paragraph of
the Governor’s Despatch No. 19, of 6th of February, 1878, of which a copy was transmitted to you in my letter of the 2Cth of
C,G. to Oo^r.
No. 43, 17 July, April above referred to.
'78.
I am desired to inquire whether, in the opinion of the Secretary of State for War, there woidd be any objection to tho
ftovr. No, 126,
transfer to the Colonial Government, under tbe provisions of tbe Colonial Fortifications Act of 1877, of tbe whole of the
7 Nov., 1378.
O U, to Ad my., Ordnance Eescrvcs detailed iu the Schedule sent home by the Governor, as soon as the exchange proposed by the Lords
10 JAn.. 1879.
Ad my. 3 Tel)., Commissioners of the Admiralty shall have been effected.
I am, &e.,
1679.
J. BRAMSTON.
O.O. to A<lmy.,
12 l?Cb:, 1370.
Aduty. SO.

The "War Office to The Colonial Office.
Sir,

War Office, 19 April, 1S79.
With reference to your letter dated 18th March, 1879, on the subject of the proposed transfer to the Government
of New South Wales of the Ordnance Reserves detailed in the Schedule sent home by the Governor, 1 am directed by tbe
Secretary of State for War to acquaint you, for the information of Sir Michael Hicks-Bcach, that there will be no objection to
tho transfer to the Colonial Government, under the provisions of tbe Colonial Fortifications Act of 1877 of the Mar Depart
ment Lands named in tbe Schedule, subject to the completion of tbe exchange of land proposed by the Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty referred to in tho last paragraph of your letter under reply.
I have, ic.,
EUSTACE CECIL.

The Colonial Office to The Admiralty.
Sir,

S April, 1370.

Downing-street, 30 April, 1879.
With respect to your letter of the 23th of February, respecting the proposed surrender to the Colony of New South
Wales of certain Ordnance Reserves now held by lease from the Imperial Government, I am directed by the Secretary of State
for the Colonies to transmit to you, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, tho accompanying copy of a
letter from the War Office, in reply to the reference which was made on the subject to that department.
Sir Michael Hicks-Bcach desires me to say that he will forward copies of tho correspondence to the Governor of the
Colony, and will inform him that when the matter is finally arranged, which it is presumed will bo effected by negotiations
between the Commodore ou the stalion and the local Government, the Treasury will be invited to join in the requisite reprosentntion to tho Privy Council to give final effect to the general transfer.
I am, &e.,
J. BRAMSTON.

Col. Sec.—AX, 10/7/79.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies to His Excellency the Governor.
Kew South Wales, No. 6.
My Lord,
Downirg-street, 20 May, 1S80.
With reference to my predecessor's despatch, No. 65, of the 8th May, 1879, respecting the
proposed surrender to the Government of New South Wales of certain Ordnance Iteserves now leased to
the Colony by the Imperial Government, I have the honor to request that you will inform me whether
the preliminary negotiation with the Commodore for an exchange of land between the Lords Commis
sioners of the Admiralty and your Government is completed.
The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have already signified that they will be prepared, as
soon as the proposed exchange is concluded, to join with me in making the necessary representation to
Her Maicstr with the view of effecting the general transfer.
I have, &c,
’
KIMBERLEY.
Col. Sen, for the information desired.—A.L., 2/7/80.

Commodore Wilson to His Excellency the Governor.
My Lord,
H.M.S. “ Wolverene, in Hobson's Bay, 14 October, 1880.
With reference to previous correspondence on the subject of a site for the Naval Depot at
Sydney, I have the honor to acquaint you that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have informed
me that they consider a site for a permanent Depot should be set apart as soon as possible, and they
suggest cither Dawes’ Point or Port Macquarie as the most suitable.
_
I am also in receipt of instructions as to the transfer of property and the conditions, hut refrain
from touching on that part of the subject until the question of the site where the Naval Yard is to bo
situated has been definitely settled.
_
Their Lordships desire that best endeavours may be used to obtain a settlement of this question.
I have, &c,
J. C. WILSON,
Commodore.

Commodore Wilson to His Excellency the Governor.
My Lord,
H.M.S “Wolverene,” at Hobart, 22 January, 1881.
The subject of removal of a stone house iu the possession of the Imperial Government having
Norcootii
again been brought to my notice by your Lordship's minute of the 18th instant,* by which it appears
Uoon^kcpto'ttfij that the Colonial Government is anxious that such removal should be effected as soon as possible, I have
minut).
no objection to such taking place, provided a house suitable to the requirements of the present occupant
of
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■of tlic one in question, and on a site approved fcy the Paymaster in charge of the Poyal Naval Depot,
Sydney, be erected at the expense of the Colonial authorities. At the same time, I would talie this
opportunity of again impressing upon your Lordship the desirability of at once bringing the subject of
erecting a new Eoyal Naval Depot at Sydney to an issue.
I have, &c.,
J. C. WILSON,
------------------Commodore.
Minute ’by Colonial Secretary.
At the Cabinet the other day the question was raised as to whether the old Imperial Stores and land at
Queen's Wharf wei*c not the property of the local Government. I wish to know how the matter stands.
I suppose the papers relating to tbe property must be in this office.—H.P., 1G/6/S1.
Ordnance Deserves.—Short statement of the facts of the case.
Jt appears that the premises at* Queen’s Wharf were, on the 2nd of September, 1859, under instruct.ious from the War Office, formally surrendered (with “ all” other “ military buildings in the Colony”)
by tbe Assistant Military Storekeeper, on the oue part, to the Acting Colonial Architect on the other.
Apparently this is the1' single parcel of land on Circular Quay” mentioned in enclosures to
Despatches M. S B,# which it is desired to have transferred to the Admiralty, with a view to the subsequent
transfer of all Ordnance Eeserves, for a consideration, to the Colonial Government.

See despatches
numbered 65 ami
6, preceding
pages.

*

Memo, "by Colonial Secretary to The Crown Solicitor.
The Crown Solicitor,—
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 22 June, 1881.
_
^
A question is before the G overnment of granting to the Imperial Government a suitable site
for a Naval Dock Yard, in exchange for the land and buildings between the Queen’s Wharf and Georgestreet. I should be glad if Mr. Williams will look into these papers, and inform me as to whether the
land and buildings in question have not already been surrendered to the Colony. The matter is pressing.
H.P.
B.C., 22/6/81.—C.W.

The Crown Solicitor to The Principal Under-Seerctary.
Sir,

Crown Solicitor’s Office, Sydney, 15 .Inly, 1881.
I have the honor to return the papers relating to the surrender to the Colonial Government
Volume S,
of the Commissariat Stores, Circular Quay; and, with reference to the printed papers of 1857*, headed *Session
1S5W.
“ Commissariat Stores,” and the letter from the War Office, of date the 11th March, 1859t, under which
possession of these buildings was given to the Colonial Government, forwarded with your minute of
7th July instant, to state I think they do not remove the doubt as to whether these buildings were
handed over to the Colonial Government unconditionally, or upon the understanding that provision
should he made for the stores required to bo kept at tbe biaval Depot.
2. The building in question is erected upon land set apart as a Military Ecserve when the Colony
was a Crown Colony. Upon the surrender of Military Eeserves, in 1851 and 1853, this store and the
Bowder Magazine at Goat Island were retained by the Imperial Government, and, in September, 1859,
were handed over by the Ordnance Department to the Colonial Government.
■
3. Erom the memorandum of Mr. Wilkinson upou delivering possession to Mr. Cole, who received
same on account of the Colonial Government, and the letter from the War Office to the Officer Command
ing the Troops at Sydney, directing the surrender, it would appear as if the surrender was intended to be
a dual relinquishment of the buidiugs to the Colonial Government. This letter, however, refers to an
extract of a Colonial Office Despatch to the Governor of New South Wake, dated 11 March, 1858t, These letters
canuot be
which may possibly have stated condition upon which the surrender would he made.
traced
4. It will be noticed that the land upon which the buildings stand was not like other lands set
apart for Military purposes granted to the Ordnance Department, but always remained a reserve vested
in the Crown. A list of the land granted to tbe Board of Ordnance is sent herewith. (See Schedule,
page 7.)
5. The correspondence subsequent to the letter of the Admiralty of 3rd February, 1879, it may be
said, also seems to assume that these buildings had been absolutely surrendered. The letter from' the
Colonial Olliee to Ihc Admiralty, dated 12th February, 1879, states that Sir M, IT,-Beach is prepared to
suggest to the 'War Office that the transfers of the other reserves should be deferred until the exchange
proposed by the Admiralty has been effected: a form of expression which would hardly be used if it was
considered that the Imperial Government retained the same right of reserving possession of this land
which it undoubtedly possesses with respect to the other Military Eeserves now in the possession of the
Colonial Government.
6. On the other hand, it appears that Sir William Denison’s letter of 3 March, 18G6t, suggests that
the arrangement which applied to the Barracks and other buildings under the charge of the Ordnance
Department should he made applicable to those buildings, with the further condition that sufficient
accommodation should he made for stores for the Naval and Military Service ; and I should not omit to
state that, as mentioned in my former letter, Mr. Cole’s recollection of tho terms upon which he under
stood possession was given to him, appears to be in exact accordance with the suggestion in Sir William
Denison’s letter. There is also the fact that, upon the buildings being handed over to the Colonial
Government, provision was made—and has continued to ihe present time—for the accommodation of
Naval Stores. The letters from the Admiralty of 3rd February, 1879, however, refer to the building
being used for this purpose, under an arrangement with the Colonial Government, which, it may be urged,
is opposed to the supposition that the right of the Admiralty to use same was reserved by the Imperial
Government at the time the buildings were surrendered.
7.
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7. Prom the correspondence with the Home Government respecting the widening of Green's Road
and the setting hack of the Barrack wall at Paddington, it is clear that the Imperial Government still
considers, and the Colonial Government has admitted, that the Colony has only the possession of the
Military Reserves of which leases have been granted by the Ordnance Department, and that a final and
comjdetc Kinrender of these lands has still to he made.
R. Whether the Commissariat Buildings were handed over upon condition that provision should ho
made for the stores required at the Naval Depot, or were handed over without condition, but upon the
understanding that such provision should be made, cannot, I think, be determined by reference to these
papers. It is quite consistent with anything appearing by the correspondence that possession of the
Commissariat Store was given to the Colonial Government as a final relinquishment by the War Depart
ment of all right to it, and that the arrangement as to the accommodation to bo provided for naval stores
was made as stated, between the Admiralty and the Colonial Government. If Ibis was the case, there
is nothing to prevent the Colonial Government terminating that arrangement and resuming possession ;
but if this is done, it would seem, from the later portion of the correspondence, that the Imperial Govern
ment wilt not make an absolute surrender to the Colony of the other Military Reserves which, under
the leases, are really only held by the Colonial Government as tenants at will, until provision is made
for the naval stores.
I have, &c.,
JOHN WILLIAMS,
Crown Solicitor,

The Colonial Secretary to The Commodore.
My dear Commodore,
15 July, 18S1.
Respecting the matter in which you feel so much interest, the site for a Naval Depot at
gydney, I will shortly communicate with you officially. In the meantime you may consider the question
settled to your entire satisfaction. Supposing then there should he no consideration of exchange of
properties, we should still bo anxious to meet the wishes of the Imperial Government, not only consenting
to a suitable site, and doing whatever is reasonable in the matter, hut iu setting apart in a liberal spirit
the most eligible site, having a due regal’d to the maritime and commercial interests of Sydney as the
capita] of the Colony.
There are some points of inquiry to clear up in respect to the Commissariat Stores, hut so soon as
these points are decided I will submit, through His Excellency the Governor, the proposal of the Govern
ment. In the final settlement we would much like to have Garden Island restored to us,
A.s you must be aware, this island, from its close proximity to the Domain and Botanic Gardens, is
required to complete what may be called the Public Pleasure Grounds of our Metropolis.
The purposes of the Government arising out of the late inquiry into our Defences have not yet
taken definite shape, but we filial! undoubtedly adopt the recommendations for giving to the Naval
Brigade some training afloat. In view of this important change, we intend applying to the Imperial
Government to make over to ns, as a royal gift, yonr good ship the “ Wolverene.” 1 think you will agree
with us that our Naval Brigade men would soon be able to handle the “ Wolverene” without discredit tothe naval fame of the Empire.
I remain, vtc.,
HENRY PARKER.

Minute for His Excellency by The Colonial Secretary.

Appendix 1}

Tn k troublesome matters respectively of a suitable Naval Depht in Port Jackson and the claims of tho
Imperial authorities to certain lands in New South Wales having been for many years unsettled, they
were again re-opened by the letters of Admiral Wilson, of date respectively 14th October, 1SS0. and
22nd January, 1HS1.
Almost throughout the whole period of office of the present Government, and indeed for many
years before its existence, the present Acting Colonial Secretary has been kept familiar with every par
ticular of importance involved; and as he had the advantage of several conversations with regard to
them with Sir Henry Parlies before ho left the Colony, inconvenience from the absence of cei-tain of the
papers is not so great as it would have been otherwise.
Sir Henry Parkes expressed a wish that the present Acting Colonial Secretary should deal with
them before the departure of Admiral Wilson ; and having consulted the Cabinet, ho is authorized by
his Colleagues to make the following communication to yonr Lordship for the Admirals information.
Ministers are willing to Reek the authority of Parliament to enable them to resume a portion of
land in Lower George-street (hounded southerly from the line of Lower George-street by the A.S.N.
Co.’s Wharf, &c., property to the waters of Port Jackson, easterly by the wafers of Port Jackson to
Dawes’ Battery Reserve, northerly by that reserve to Lower George-street, and westerly by Lower
George-street to the point of commencement) ; and to give up all right to the adjoining land (com
mencing at the south-western corner of the Dawes’ Battery Reserve, at a point abutting on Lower
George-street and adjoining land the resumption of which is in contemplation, extending thence easterly
to the wafers of Port Jackson by a line separating the same from the last-mentioned land; thence by
fhe waters of Port Jackson to Lower George-street, and by the easterly side of that street to the point
of commencement, as shown on the accompanying plan*) ; also to ask Parliament to authorize the erection
of a suitable Admiral’s residence, and stores and other buildings suitable for a Naval Yard, ou condition
that the Imperial Government surrender to this Government all lauds in New South Wales which have
at anytime been granted to Her Majesty’s Board of Ordnance; also, the old Commissariat Stores,
hounded by Lower George-street. Argyle-street, and the Circular Quay; and also Garden Island and
all other lauds in the Colony, whether granted or not, and upon which the Imperial Government
possesses any claim,
JOHN ROBERTSON.
Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Sydney, 17 January, 1SS2.
Memorandum
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Memorandum as to proposed surrender of Ordnance lands and buddings by tbe Imperial to Ihc Colonial
Government, and the erection by the Colonial Government of a new naval establishment, Ac., at
Dawes’ Point.
Op these lands and buildings the greater part is vested .(by grants from tho Crown anterior to the passing
of the Constitution Act) in the Hoard of Ordnance in England, and is held by the Colonial Government
on lease at a nominal rent. A Schedule of these is appended.
'
There arc also certain lands which have never been so granted, but to which the Imperial Govern
ment lays claim. Ihese are Garden Island and the old Commissariat Store on Circular Quay.
The Commissariat Store became the property of the Colony under the Constitution Act;, not having
been (as were those first abovementioned) alienated by the Crown in any way before the passing of that
Act. The Colonial Government has not, however, up to this time disturbed fhe Imperial authorities in
the free use of it.
Garden Island also became the property of the Colony under the Constitution Act. not having
been alienated at any time anterior to that Act. The island was, however (it is understood) handed over
to tho Imperial authorities by the first responsible Government for a Naval Yard. For that purpose it
has unquestionably been a complete failure.
Successive Governments of New South ACalcs have during many years been desirous of obtaining
tbe surrender of these lauds to the Colony : while on the part of the Imperial Government a desire has
been expressed.to have a suitable site set apart and arrangements made for a Naval Depot in Port
Jackson. During the time of Commodore Stirling it was intimated by him that provision had hecn made
by the Imperial Government with a view to the building of n Naval'Store on Garden Island, aud the
Colonial Architect was instructed to confer with the Commodore and prepare plans. His successor,
however (Commodore Goodenough) wrote (23rd November, 1874) to say that lie had been instructed to
report on the various points at which a permanent Naval Depot might be formed; and he asked to bo
informed whether the Government of Few South Wales “would he prepared to consider the possibility
of giving a, site on Macquarie Point for Imperial Naval purposes in lieu of the Depfn now occupied on
Circular Quay,” Fort Macquarie being for certain reasons preferable to Garden Island. In consideration
of this, lie was prepared (as be explained in private correspondence) to give up both the Circular Quay
Store and Gardcn.lsland, Hereupon Sir John Hobertson (then Colonial Secretary) ordered the preparation
of a plan of the site indicated by tho Commodore. Ihe matter was then referred to the Cabinet. On the
29th October, 1875, Sir John Itobertson sent to the Governor (Sir Hercules Itobinson) his Cabinet
minute^on the subject. This minute further shows that, while the plan above-mentioned was in prepara
tion, Commodore. Goodenough had “intimated that ho would prefer having a portion of land near
Campbell s IV hart, and between that and Dawes’ .Battery," but that the negotiations were postponed on
account of the Commodore s absence. Sir John Robertson went on to suggest tliat a communication
should be made to Captain Chapman (the new Commodore) “ calling his attention to tho matter, and
intimating the willingness of the Government to make the exchange in accord with the last-mentioned
views of Commodore Goodenough.'’ This minute was accordingly communicated to tbe Commodore
by the Governor, I November, 1875.
‘
There is no record of any further action till the beginning of 1878, when Sir Hercules Robinson
(in connection with tho surrender of a portion of the "V ictoria .Barrack enclosure for the forming of
Green s Road) took occasion to suggest to tho Secretary of State the general surrender of all the
Ordnance Reserves to the Colony, with the exception of such portions as might be desired by the
Admiralty for Naval purposes. Alter asking for and obtaining a Schedule of the reserves in question,
the Secretary of State, in his despatch of 8th May, 1879, forwarded copies of correspondence showing
that the Secretary of State for "War was willing to assent to the proposed transfer, as soon as provision
should be made of a suitable site for a Naval Yard in accordance with the wishes of the Lords of the
Admiralty,
Some time last; year the matter was taken up by Sir Henry Parkcs (Colonial Secretary), and was
more particularly investigated by Sir John Roberts on'(then Vice-President of the Executive Council),
who more recently, after conferring with the late Commodore (Admiral ’Wilson), has brought the
matter into a convenient shape for final settlement, by his minute of 17th January, 1SS2. This minute
was forwarded by His Excellency to Commodore Wilson, for bis information, on the 201h instant.
2J.th January, 1HS2.
Schedule.

Lands granted to the Principal Officers of Ordnance.
Area.
Parramatta —
Military Barracks
Do.
do.
Windsor
...
Liverpool
...............
Bathurst
...
..
Newcastle
...
...
Pinchgut Island
..
Dawes’ Battery
...
Victoria Barracks
..
Brigade-Major’s quarters
Part of Goat Island, Magazine, &e

a. r. i).
1 0 13
7 1 18
0 3 39
0 19
14 3 24
1G l 15
7
29
0

2 11
2 17
0 1G

"
Dute of grouts

Aug. 4.
Jan. 30,
Aug. 4,
Aug. 4,
Dec. 18.
June 5,
Jan. 80,
July 31,
July 31.
Jan. 30,
Jan. 30,

1843.
IS1G.
1843.
1843.
l.c44.
1847.
1841,
1844.
1850.
1844.
1844.

N.B.—XLis Schedule is from an enclosure in the Crown Solicitor's (Mr. ’Williams's) letter of 15th July, 18S1; 81 ■ 4083.
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Telegram from Secretary of State for the Colonies to His Excellency the Governor.
Dawes’ Pojft accepted.
Admiralty.

London, 15 June, 1882.
Will transfer reserves, Garden Island, &c., subject building satisfying
'
KIMBERLEY.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies to His Excellency the Governor.

Telftgram to
Commodore
Ershine.
Admiralty,

14 June, 1SS2.

My Lord,
Downing-street, 26 June, 1882.
With reference to my telegram of the 15th instant, and to your despatch No. 33 of the 20th
of Eehruary, 1882, and to the memorandum by Sir Jolm Robertson in regal'd to the proposed surrender
to the Government of New South Wales of certain lauds and buildings by the Imperial Government, and
the erection by the Colonial Government of a new naval establishment at Dawes’ Point, I have the honor
to transmit to you a copy of a telegram which was addressed by the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty to Commodore Erekine on the 30th ultimo, together with a copy of a letter from the Admiralty
upon this subject, dated the 14th of June.
I have expressed my concurrence in tho views of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to tho
effect that the transfer of the reserves should not be finally made until the conditions referred to in tho
Admiralty letter have been fulfilled.
The preparation of the Order in Council under the Colonial Portifications Act will not, therefore,
bo proceeded with until the arrangements agreed upon have been completed. In the meantime I shall
he glad to receive from you the exact description of the several portions of land to he transferred in the .
shape in which your Government would wish it to appear in tho Schcditle to the Order in Council when
eventually issued.
It is understood that the ground which it is proposed to resume, and which is shown on the plan
enclosed in your despatch No. 15 of tho 26th of January, 1882, as adjoining Dawes’ Point Resenre on the
south, will be included in the site to be appropriated for the naval establishment.
I have, Ac.,
'
--------.KIMBERLEY.
Colonial Secretary,—For the information and decision of the Government, and with the request to
be furnished with an exact description of the lands to be transferred.—A.L., 25/8/82.
[Enclosure.]
Telegram to Commodore.
Sydney, 30/5/82.

Accept offer of Dawes’ Point. Military Keservea aud Garden Island will be surrendered subject to satisfactory buildings for
naval purposes being erected.

The Admiralty to The Colonial Office.
Sir,

Admiralty, 14 June, 1882.
With reference to the Treasury decision of the 3lst ultimo, with regard to the reserves in
New South Wales, which is referred to in yonr communication of the 6th instant, I am commanded by
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to state that they hope that steps will be at once taken for
carrying out the arrangement which has heen sanctioned, and which is that proposed in Sir John
Robertson’s memorandum to the Governor, dated the 17th January last, by which the Ordnance Reserves
and Garden Island will be finally transferred to tbe Colony, subject to no other condition than the con
struction to the satisfaction of the Admiralty of the requisite Naval buildings at Dawes’ Point, and the
transfer to the Imperial Government of the Naval Establishment so to be formed.
My Lords think it would be desirable that the final transfer of the reserves to the Colony should
not take place until these conditions have been fulfilled aud the new buildings are ready for occupation.
I am, Ac.,
The Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office.
E. N. SWAINSON.

Commodore Erskine to His Excellency the Governor.
Buildings for Naval purposes at Dawes’ Point.
My Lord,
“ Nelson," at Sydney, 7 March, 1883.
In obedience to orders which I have received from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
I have now the honor to request that your Government will he pleased to permit the Colonial Architect
to place himself in communication with me, and to design the buildings and other works requisite at
Dawes’ Point for Naval purposes, in accordance with the agreement made by the Colonial Government
and accepted by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty by their telegram of 31st May, 1882, copy
enclosed.
I have, Ac.,
JAMES E. ERSKINE,
The Colonial Secretary—A.L., 8/3/83.
Commodore.
[Enclosure.]

Telegram from Admiralty to Commodore, Sydney.
Accept offer of Dawes’ Point.
Faval purposes being erected.

.

31 Ma7-1882*

Military reserves and Garden Island will be surrendered subject to satisfactory buddings for

The

The Colonial Secretary to His Excellency the Governor.
My dear Lord Augustus,
Sydney, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 22 March, 1SS3.
I have given much anxious consideration to the very important subject of the communication
you had received from Commodore Ersltine expressive of anxiety on the part ol'the Lords of the Admiralty,
ns well as of himself, that some steps should be taken towards carrying into effect the agreement made
bv our predecessors in respect of a Naval Depot and residence for the Commodore.
■'
You express a desire to know the views of the present Grovernment on the matter.
_
I cannot better lay before you these views than by enclosing for your perusal, as an official
document, a mi mile upon the subject which I addressed to my Colleagues, aud in which they entirely
concurred.
If vou will kindly forward a copy to the Commodore, and suggest that he place himself m com
munication with me, 1. will instruct the Colonial Architect to consult him in reference to such plans as
will carry out his views and keep the expenditure within the votes of Parliament.
_
I have caused £50,000 to be placed on the Additional Estimates, and it will materially help me in
getting Parliamentary sanction for it if the Commodore can agree with us upon some solution of tho
difficulty as laid down in the minute I enclose.
I have, £c.,
--------- -------- ALEX. STTIAKT.
\J$nclosure.~\

Minuto of the Colonial Secretary, for submission to Cabinet, on buildings for Naval
purposes at Daves’ Point.
It has become necessary to take into immediate consideration the whole of the circumstances surrounding
the abandonment of that portion of the Dawes’ Battery Reserve which lies east of Lower George-street.,
and which is bounded by the waters of Port Jackson, and which, according to an arrangement made by
our predecessors with the Imperial Government, was, together with a small strip to he purchased, to form
the site of a residence for the Commodore, and to be used as a Naval Depot. It is unnecessary to go
through the voluminous correspondence which has taken place on the subject between the various
Governments oE the Colony and the several Naval Officers who have from time to time held chief
command in these waters. The result of this correspondence was the arrangement made by our
predecessors that, in consideration of the cession by the Imperial Government of all lands retained
under grants to the Board of Ordnance, and upon which the Imperial Government possessed any claim,
this Government undertook to abandon fhe temporary holding of Dawes’ Battery, and to invite
Parliament to grant sufficient funds to provide for the residence and dcp&t in question. I should have
preferred larger opportunities of considering this most important question than I now possess; for
owing to our very recent acceptance of office, and to the engrossing demands upon our time and
attention by Parliamentary business, it has become difficult to consider with due deliberation matters
such as this in which such important public interests arc involved. But a communication from His
Excellency urging speedy attention to this business, and a letter forwarded to tho Governor by the
Commodore, requesting, in obedience to orders which he has received from the Lords Commissioners to
the Admiralty, that the Government place the Colonial Architect in communication with the Commodore,
to design tho buildings and other works requisite at Dawes’ Point for naval purposes, render it impossible
to postpone the whole consideration of this case to a more convenient opportunity. I wish at once to
place on record my conviction of the desirableness of making this port the head quarters of the British
Navy in these seas, and of making all suitable provision which may be required at the hands of the
Colonial Government to efEect this purpose. I am convinced that no mere consideration of economy
should he permitted to interfere with the attainment of so desirable an object; and I have reason
to believe that this sentiment would meet with the immediate recognition and hearty sympathy of the
Legislature in making the necessary provision for the service. It is only in connection with tho
site which has been selected and approved of that I feel unable to see my wray to carry into
immediate execution the arrangements made by our predecessors. I am strongly impressed with the
conviction that tho selection of the Dawes’ Battery Reserve for the public purposes contemplated
was, on various grounds, an undesirable proceeding. It appears to me that, in the first place, the site is
unsuitable both as a private residence for the Commodore and as a great Naval Depot for the ships of war
in these seas. Its unsuilableness for the first purpose arises from its neighbourhood to some of the
largest wharfs and business places of the city. The various lines of mail steamers, foreign and
intercolonial, are constantly arriving at and departing from the adjoining wharf. It is a site
which w'ould not, I think, be regarded as a desirable one for purposes .of private residence by
any one who considered retirement and repose as indispensable conditions for comfort. Such
a site as that on which a temporary place of residence has heen obtained for the Commodore
appears to me
to be one infinitely more suitable for such a purpose. It is removed from the busiest
portions of thecity, is surrounded by ample grounds in the neighbourhood of some of the best private
residences of citizens, and yet easily accessible both from the city and the harbour. These advantages
clo not belong to the Dawes’ Battery Reserve, It seems to me that it is equally unsuitable for a great
Naval Dep&l, that it would be a matter of great cost and difficulty to render it in any way fitted for
such a purpose, if it could under any circumstances be accomplished ; and that the space is altogether too
limited for the accommodation which will be absolutely required. If I had been called upon to consider
the question simply in the personal interests of the Commodore and in the suitableness of the site
for naval purposes, I should, as may be gathered from this Minute, have regarded the arrangement.with
disfavour; but when I consider it in the interests of tho people of this country, I am convinced
that it is open to very grave objections. The first of these is unquestionably that it interposes a serious
difficulty in the way of the commercial progress of this port. It is only a question of time (and in my
judgment of a comparatively short time) when the resumption of the entire water frontage of the harbour
vrilf be forced upon the Government, and the dedication to other than commercial purposes would
materially interfere with and injuriously affect the necessary development of that progress. This con299—B
sideration

i
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sideration alone would be suffidont to justify tho Govermncut in regarding this arrangement with disaP]).ro™1i J^u, ltJ1B
o™. Sounds of commercial convenience alone that I regard this arrangement
with disfavour.
J hough (his Dawes’Battery Iteserve has beeu occupied to a limited extent from the
earliest period tor certain Ordnance purposes, it has been equally used for tbe enjoyment aud recreation
ol the citizens m the densely populated quarters of West Sydney, where, with the exception of this
reserve and the small one on Ilagstaft Hill, there are no public recreation grounds whatever. It is
not, m my opinion, a light thing to disregard so important a consideration as this. Upon these "-rounds
l have arrived at the conclusion that the arrangement entered into by our predecessors is open to
grave objeciion, and demands serious reconsideration at our bands. There are on the northern shores
of the harbour many suitable sites for purpose of a Naval Depot, to which no objections can lie
ottered, I may mention, by way of illustration, such places as Berry’s Bav and llobertson’s Point both
being perfectly sheltered, with deep water to the shores, with abundance of land which might lie easily
obtained, and ulnch are near to the city, though removed from its active business life. Or if it be
deemed desirable, there could be no difficulty in handing over Goat Island, with all the building
maga/mes, and improvements now upon it, for the purposes of a Naval Depot. It might bo con
sidered that the isolation of this position would give a greater control over the men engaged
at the depol, and the improvements already in eaistenee might be deemed of value for purpotos
ot immediate occupation; nor do I think the objections to giving up Garden Island so great as
those which attach to Dawes Point, indeed, there appear to me, many aud powerful ar»uinonts iu
favour ot its hemg one of the best sites, and there does not appear'now to be the same force
m the argument against giving it up which was so strongly urged thirty years ago, by reason of its beiim
necessary tor the recreation of the people. As far as the Commodore’s residence is concerned, even if the
present temporary one were unattainable, some of tbe most beautiful and convenient situations of the
harbour may be obtained without difficulty.
.
I deem it my duty to place all these considerations before my Colleagues, with the view of obtainiim
a definite expression of opinion on this lery important subject.
°
Prom the above it will be seen that, in dissenting from tbe arrangement made by our predecessors
wo limit our difference to the adoption of the site which has been selected, On all other points I feel
sure that my Colleagues will be prepared to recommend the carrying out with tbe greatest liberality auv
arrangement that may secure to the port tbe advantages of having the head-quarters of the Naval
Porees m these seas, aud conduce both to the efficiency of the Service, by providing a suitable Naval
Depot, and to tbe personal convenience of the Commodore, or whoever may represent Her Maicslv’s
Aavy in these seas.
J "
ALEX. SIT APT.
10/3/S3.

Approved by Cabinet,
20/3/83.

Telegram from Colonial Secretary, Sydney, to The Agent-General, London.
,
,. , „
,
28 March, 1S83.
Seu Admiralty at once subject Commodore's telegram. Assure them this Government extremely
anxious liberally provide Naval Depftt and suitable residence, differing only from late Ministers as to
locality Consider several other places better adapted, while Dawca’ Point would materially interfere
with increasing shipping demands and North Shore steam bridge. Proving soon inconvenient and
distasteful to British Naval officers. Garden Island much more useful for Imperial interests for depot
while house like McQuade’s or other at. Potts’ Point more convenient for residence. £50,000 on
Estimates. A\ ork will be vigorously carried out if Admiralty send Commodore discretionary power
approve site.
*
■ L

Telegram from The Agent-General, London, to Colonial Secretary, Sydney.
.
.
. ,
30 March, 1883.
Adwtualtt telegraphed to Commodore directtng him to use own discretion in negotiation, and state do
not insist upon, retaining Dawes’ Point, but wish to retain Carden Island and Depot on mainland.
Wire suitable site can be obtained, buildings and wharves to be constructed as previously arranged.
Commodore’s house not to form part of negotiation ; this left to Government.
*

[Two plans—Appendices A and B,]

[I*. 6A]

Sydnej: Thomas Richards, Oovemmem Printer.—1BS3.
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

DAWES’ POINT.
(CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE HANDING OVER OF, TO IMPERIAL NAVAL AUTHORITIES.)

Orir.rtd by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 17 April, 1S83.

FURTHER RETURN to an Address made by the Honorable the Legislative
Assembly of New South Wales, dated 29 March, 1883, praying that His
Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid, upon the Table of this House,—
Copies of all letters, telegrams, and correspondence between the Imperial
.

“ Government and the Government of New South Wales, and all other
documents, papers, and minutes, &c., relative to the handing over of
Dawes Point to the Imperial Naval Authorities.”

{Mr. Merriman.)
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DAWES’ POINT.
Commodore Erskine to His Excellency Lord Augustus Loftus.
“Nelson,” at Sydney, 1 February, 1SS2.
Additional storehouse room necessary for stores required for Her Majesty’s Ship “ Nelson.”
My Lord,
I hare the honor to represent to your Excellency that, owing to the arrival of H. M. S.
“Nelson” on the Australian Station, increased space will shortly be required for the reception of naval
and ordnance stores at Sydney, and that this additional space is not available in the portion of the old
Commissariat buildings now in occupation by the Eoynl Navy as a depot.
2. It seems likely that a considerable period, probably two years or more, will elapse before
the new Naval Establishment, proposed to he erected on Dawes’ Point, will be ready for occupation, and
in the meantime it is necessary to devise some plan of meeting our requirements for additional storehouse
room, the present stores being already overcrowded.
_
3. I am therefore under the necessity of calling your Excellency’s attention lo the terms on
which the Colonial authorities hold a portion of the Commissariat buildings, as laid down in the despatch
from the Colonial Office of the 2nd September, 1S5G (a copy of which is enclosed), viz., “That sufficient
accommodation shall always be provided, at the expense of the Colony of New South Wales, for such stores
as the Commissariat may require to keep in hand for the Naval or Military Services, the remaining space
only to be available for Colonial purposes.”
d. I have therefore to request you will be pleased to call the attention of the Colonial Government
to this question, and to propose that that portion of the above building fronting Circular Quay, and now
in occupation by the Colonial authorities, should be vacated for naval purposes ; the other part of the
building, facing Georgc-street, being unsuitable for our requirements.
I have, &c..,
JAMES E. ERSKINE,
_
Commodore
The Colonial Secretary. An early answer is requested.—A L., 3/2/S2.

[I}nclomre.~]

The Secretary of State for the Colonies to Governor Sir W. Denison,
Downing-street, 2 September, 1856.
I referred, for the consideration of the Secretary for War, a copy of your despatch No. 44,
of the 3rd March last; and I have to acquaint yon that Lord Panmure has informed me, in reply, that
he has authorized the transfer of the Commissariat buildings in Lower George-street, Sydney, to the
Colonial Government, on the conditions proposed in your despatch above-mentioned, viz., that sufficient
accommodation shall always he provided, at the expense of the Colony of New South Wales, for such
stores as the Commissariat may require to keep in hand for the Naval or Military Services, the remaining
space only to be available for Colonial purposes.
I am, <fce.,
H. LABOUCHEBE.
Sir,

Minute for His Excellency.
In acknowledging your Excellency’s minute on Commodore Erskine’s letter of the 1st instant, I have the
honor to state to your Excellency that I am authorized by my Colleagues to inform you that the Com
modore may rely upon the cordial co-operation of Ministers with regard to the necessary accommodation
in the way of storage, &c., referred to in that letter for the fleet under his command, and that arrange
ments wnll be speedily made to surrender the temporary use of the increased share in the old Commis
sariat Stores asked for by him, ponding the erection of tho contemplated new Naval Establishment at
Dawes’ Point.
With regard to that portion of the Commodore’s letter in which, on the authority of a despatch
from the Colonial Office in Downing-strcct, of the 2ud September, 1856, he describes the terms on which
the Colonial authorities hold the Commissariat buildings, I desire to call your Lordship's attention, for
the Commodore’s information, to a memorandum herewith, showing the Colonial Government’s rights in
the matter, by which it will be seen that the stores, in common with all other Crown Lands of New
South Wales, became the property of the Colony, under the New South Wales Constitution Act of the
Imperial Parliament, excepting of course those granted to the Board of Ordnance in England, which
m common with all other alienated lands were exempted from that position by that law.
Your Excellency will be aware that all Colonial G-ovcrnors and Ministers have throughout the
period of responsible Government here worked as cordially with the Imperial Naval Authorities as did
the Governments which preceded them ; and no occasion has ever arisen to call seriously into question
the matter of title, nor indeed would it now, had it not been for the desire of the Naval Authorities that
the Colony should make large expenditure to facilitate naval operations ; and the willingness of Ministers
to act in the matter rather with a view to the attainment of that which will be most beneficial to Her
Majesty’s Naval Service and to the character of our Colony, than to drive a hard bargain on the subject.
At the same time, it is unquestionably convenient that these old matters should he set at rest, aud it is
< See plpcre
hoped that the arrangement under my minute to your Lordship of the 17th ultimo* on the subject will
effect that object, approved as it is has been by the views of A dmiral Wilson, who was specially empowered
laitTupotirUie by the Admiralty to negotiate arrangements with your Excellency’s Government.
m©hefit!|Apri1’Colonial Secretary’s Office,
"
JOHN ROBEBTSON.
Sydney, 14 February, 1882.
Commodore
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Commodore Erskine to His Excellency Lord Augustus Loftus.
Increased storage room for naval stores.
My Lord,
“kelson,” at Hobart, 27 February 1882.
1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of the 16th instant,
and enclosures, with reference to niy application for increased accommodation for storage at Circular
Quay, required by the squadron under my command on this station.
2. I desire to thank your Ministers for the assurance of their cordial co-operation with regal’d to
the necessary accommodation in the way of storage referred to in my letter; and, having in view the
liberal terms which they have offered, and pending the erection of the contemplated new ]Vaval Establish
ment at Dawes’ Point, 1 am pleased to find that necessary provision will be so readily afforded for the
temporary requirements of Her Majesty’s ships under my command.
*
I have, &c.,
JAMES ERSKINE,
Commodore.
Col. Secy.—A.L., 4/3/82.

mi

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—lass
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ANTHRAX (CUMBERLAND DISEASE.)
(REPOET BY MR. ANTHONY WILLOWS, M.R.C.Y.S.L., ON PREVALENCE OF ANTHRAX IN LACHLAN
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Report

ou

(Cumberland Disease).

Anthrax, or Cumberland Disease, by Mr. Anthony Willows, M.R.C.Y.S.L., to The Honorable

the Minister for Mines.
Ti
ja a
t
Ermces-strcct, Sydney, 23 Ecbrunry, 1883.
, "avc
honor to submit the following report of my investigation of a very fatal enzootic
disease raging amongst sheep m the Lachlan district, county Bourke, made at tho request of the
Honorable the Minister for Mines, and extending over a period of nine days, from February 9 to
February 18 inclusive.
J
-r
The stockowners whose runs J visited rendered me every assistance in my inquiry, aud from their
very considerable experience m this disease I gleaned from them the following facts as to its oeneral
nature and history:—
°
6
®‘r’

1. That the disease is only prevalent from September to the March rains, and that a heavy fall
oi ram between these dates is at a]l times likely to temporarily arrest disease or certainly
to check it.
j
>
j
2. That sheep generally die on the camp, and arc generally attacked during the early digestion
ot a toll meal of food and water.
°
3. That the disease has more particularly raged in connection with one particular water
course, and under one particular watershed, for the last four years; and there is every
reason to believe that the disease has been similarly influenced for the past twelve or
thirteen years.
That in some paddocks disease is tolerably certain to appear in from three to four days after
a mob or healthy sheep have been placed in them ; whereas in other paddocks disease has
not been known to appear, excepting for the first three or four days after a mob of sheep
amongst which disease prevails, have been removed from contaminated paddocks: and in
this case only such sheep succumb as have in all probability brought germs of disease
trom contaminated paddocks, for disease usually disappears about four or five days after
this change of paddocks.
J
That the disease has been much more prevalent since the trees in the country where sheep are
pastured have been rung.
J
r
G. That the disease is not materially influenced either by the system of management to which
sheep are subjected nor by the amount of exercise which they receive,
7. lhat the disease is not influenced in any marked degree by the condition of sheep : but if
o mi
13
^ .renc^ “ose
condition are most frequently the subiects.
n mu l
■ ea?e 13
m^uericed cither by the age of sheep or variety of sex.
i a mu ^
animal undoubtedly affected has ever been known to recover,
10. That from their personal observation and experience they thought the only means of arresting
spread ot disease was the complete burning of tho carcases of all sheep which have died of
ch , Sa’ a®,we’lasJ^e careful destruction by fire of all cover or produce upon the surface
ot the land which could possibly have become contaminated by carcases of sheep which had
uied.
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The disease, so far as tin's more or less continuous outbreak is concerned, made its appearance in
the district in October, 1877, when 500 ewes died in about a month ; they were pastured in a sandy highlying paddock watered by the Mhirrumbidgee. Next outbreak was in 1879, also in a sandy high-lying
paddock, and watered directly or indirectly by the Mnrrumbidgee, situated about a quarter of a mile
further up country than the paddock in which disease had previously appeared. Shortly after this there
was a comparatively unimportant outbreak of disease about 7 miles from here, in a kangaroo-grass
country, and watered principally by surface drainage. About this time the disease made its appearance
in four paddocks in another part of this district, and it has since generally so much increased that it is
now very doubtful if any large tract of country in this district is entirely free from it.

PAItTICULAltS OF CASES UIKECTLY TraffiEB MY OWS OBSEUTATHOTT UUEIl'G ISVESirGATlOS'.
No. 1. MadeyjMtf-jjzorton examination of sheep which had died previous day. Spleen was very much
enlarged and engorged with dark impure hlood; there was also exteusive internal spontaneous extravasa
tion of blood.
No. 2. Very large fat ram had been dead about three hours. His eyes had been picked out by
crows, and when his head was moved there was an escape from the eye sockets of about a quart of dark
impure hlood, entirely broken up in structure and non-eoagulablc, spleen much enlarged and engorged
with dark impure blood. Mucous lining membrane of omasum ulcerated from muscular coat and adherent
to ingesta ecchymosis, and serous infiltration in the mucous and submucous tissue of abomasum, aud in.
tho fixed or duodenal portion of small intestines, Substance of heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys
saturated with dark impure blood. Cavity of heart contained, a quantity of a similar fluid, with which
fluid also bladder was filled. This ram’s blood, when microscopically examined under a high power, was
found to be entirely broken up in structure, and crowded with well-developed bacteria,
No. 3. Bwe, just taken, was standing in a listless manner, ears drooping, eyes bright, conjunctival
membrane highly injected, fluttering irregular action of heart, great difficulty of respiration, with heaving
of the flanks and loud gurgling bronchial sounds and gurgling noise in tracheu. When first observed,
power of locomotion was weak and uncertain, and in quarter of an hour was entirely lost. 1 bled ewe
freely at angular vein to extent of three-quarters of a pint. This hlood would not coagulate at all, and
when microscopically examined was found to contain hut fewr red cells, a proportionately excessive number
of white cells, ami waa crowded with bacteria. Ewe died about half an hour after being observed ill.
Post-mortem examination :■—Spleen much enlarged and engorged with dark impure blood, which, when
microscopically examined, was found to contain large quantities of bacteria. Extensive ecchymosis and
serous infiltration in mucous and submucous tissue of abomasum and the fixed portion of small intestines,
also ecchymosis in structure of lungs.
No. 4. Wether had been dead about an hour. Had a free discharge of dark impure blood from
urethra, also from nostrils and eyes, which had just been picked out by crows. Post-mortem examination:
—Spleen enlarged and so engorged with dark impure hlood that its texture was in places ruptured. Abo
masum and fixed portion of small intestines presented both bloody and serous infiltration on mucous mem
brane and in submucous tissue. Substance of lungs engorged with dark impure hlood, and marked by
petechial spots. Blood, as usual, non-coagulahlc.
No. 5. Wether in third or last stage of disease, was unable to stand, and in frequent convulsions
from the great difficulty of respiration; at once cut his throat and made an imme&mtv post-mortem exami
nation:—Spleen very much enlarged and engorged with dark impure blood, liumen reticulum and
omasum well replenished with natural ingeata ; all presented numerous petechial spots. Abomasum and
fixed portion of small intestines also contained very numerous petechial spots, amounting to blood extra
vasation and infiltration. Substance of heart, liver, and kidneys full of dark impure hlood, lungs entirely
relieved by bleeding; cavity of heart contained a quantity of hlood in same condition, with which fluid
bladder was also filled; brain and its membranes healthy, with only a normal quantity of ventricular
arachnoid fluid. Microscopical examination of hlood of this wether showed it to be crowded with
bacteria.
No. G. Wether seen in first stage of disease, stood with head down and ears drooping. When
approached hurried away for about fifty yards, was then easily caught, and at the request of his owners I
bled him freely at the angular vein. For ten minutes he stood with head down, respiration hurried and
difficult, then he lay down and laid quite quietly for five minutes, talcing no notice of my approach;
respiration had gradually become more difficult. I then aroused him by lifting him up, and drove him
before me for about forty yards, when he began to stagger, and after reeling about in a standing position
with twitching of muscles and increased difficulty of respiration for ten minutes, he fell down in a semicomatose condition, breathing became more difficult, heart palpitated weakly, temperature of hlood 107
deg. He then stretched himself out full length and lay quietly, excepting his difficulty in respiration,
which had now become jerking with heaving at flanks, until he gasped for breath, and died in mild con
vulsions fifty minutes after showing first symptons of the disease. Post-mortem examination:—Spleen
enlarged and engorged with dark impure blood. Bumen reticulum and omasum did not present any
marked pathognomonic conditions, hut abomasum presented extensive blood extravasation and infiltration,
also several marked ulcers in mucous lining membrane. Small intestines were nearly filled by infiltration
in their cavity of dark impure blood. Substance of heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys did not present any
pathognomonic conditions, but gall bladder was filled with dark coloured blood, and cavity of heart contained
a small quantity of a similar fluid.
No. 7. Lamb not a week old died in my presence in thirty minutes after being taken ill. Symptoms
as previously detailed, but more violent. Post-mortem, examination presented the appearances of blood
striking under lower jaw and down lower part of neck. The thyroid and thymus glands and spleen were
much enlarged and engorged with dark impure blood. Itumen reticulum and omasum were quite empty,
for lamb had never eaten food. Abomasum contained a quantity of milk and many particles of dirt and
debris, which were easily distinguishable ; there was also extensive serous exudation on mucous membrane
and serous infiltration into the submucous tissue of this stomach. The abomasum, substance of heart,
lungs, and liver engorged with dark broken-up fluid blood. Microscopic examination showed this lamb’s
hlood to he crowded with bacteria, I think the largest I ever saw. This lamb died on the 11th instant,
and five days afterwards (on the 16th instant) I saw the ewe alive and apparently well.

8
No. S. "Wether about eight mouths old, found iu second stage of disease, was suffering veiy much
from great difficulty in respiration. Internal temperature, 108'1. Immediately afterwards cut his throat
aud forced all blood from body possible. Post-mortem examination :—Spleen contained quantity of dark
impure blood nearly as broad as long, but not nearly so enlarged as previous cases had been. There was
effusion of dear serum into ventricular arachnoid cavity, as there also was into the abdominal cavity.
Blood extravasations into the abomasum, aud free exudations of serum into the small intestines.
Substance of heart, liver, aud kidneys engorged with dark impure blood. Bladder full of blood in a
similar condition. Microscopical examination showed the blood of this wether to contain innumerable
quantities of well-developed bacteria. This was the only case in which blood had any tendency to
coagulate.
No. 9. Ewe about eight mouths old, found ill, standing quietly, with head depressed. In a few
minutes she died. Post-mortem examination:—Spleen much enlarged and engorged with dark impure
blood. Bumen and reticulum fairly filled with natural ingesta (as every post-mortem has demonstrated).
Omasum impacted with ingesta in a dry condition. Abomasum presented yellow serous exudation and
infiltration, and also ecchymosis. Small intestines contained a large quantity of chocolate-coloured fluid
as well as this serous exudation. Substance of heart, liver, and kidneys saturated with dark impure
broken-up blood. Bladder contained a quantity of this fluid in a similar condition.
No. 10. Wether, of which post-mortem examination was made immediately after death, Spleen very
much enlarged and very much engorged with dark impure blood. Bumen and reticulum fairly filled with
ingesta, apparently in a natural condition. Omasum impacted with ingesta in a very dry state.
Abomasum presented extensive ecchymosis with ulceration in numerous parts of mucous lining membrane.
There was :ilso considerable extravasation of a dark grumous fluid on mucous surface, and infiltrated into
submucous tissue of small intestines, which were throughout their entire structure very much discoloured
and disintegrated. Substance of heart, liver, and kidneys saturated with very dark impure blood. Cavity
of heart contained a quantity of fluid blood in a similar condition. Bladder filled with dark impure blood.
Gall bladder distended with a black fluid, which did not possess cither the characteristics of blood or bile.
Neither lungs nor pleura presented any pathognomonic condition.
No. II. Wether found in last stage of disease aud unable to rise, lay upon his side in a semicomatose condition. Did not show any distinct symptoms of pain, although respiration was only accom
plished with great difficulty. He struggled feebly. His heart palpitated irregularly or fluttered in its
action. Internal temperature, 107'3, Made an immediate ywaZ-Tuortm examination. Spleen soft, dis
tended, and engorged with dark impure blood. Bumen full of food in a naturally rough state, not having
been ruminated. Ecliculum and omasum filled to repletion, the ingesta in the latter stomach being rather
hard. Abomasum presented subserous infiltration and blood extravasation, with slight ulceration of
mucous lining membrane. This condition extended to the entire fixed portion of the small intestines.
Substance of liver aud kidneys saturated with dark inquire blood. Cavity of heart also contained a
quantity of dark impure blood in a fluid condition, as also did bladder. Gall bladder filled with a dark
looking bile. Lungs and chest showed no pathognomonic conditions.
No. 12, Wether, immediately after death made post-mortem examination. Spleen much enlarged
and engorged with dark impure blood. Bumen well filled with natural ingesta, lining membrane ukerated
and easily detached from muscular coat. Beticulum and omasum contained lots of ingesta, that of latter
dry and hard. Abomasum mucous membrane and submucous tissue infiltrated with serous exudation,
showed much ecchymosis and extensive ulceration el: mucous lining membrane. Eixed portion of small
intestines present similar pathognomonic conditions, and iu their free or posterior portion there was
considerable infiltration of a dark chocolate-coloured fluid.
Substance of heart, liver, and kidneys
saturated with dark impure hlood.
Cavity of heart contained similar hlood in a fluid condition.
Pericardial sac showed much infiltration of a dark serous fluid, and bladder was much distended with a
similar fluid, but blacker in colour, as also were gall bladder, mysentery, and pancreas much infiltrated, by
a dark serous fluid.
No. 13. Wether which had just died.
Post-mortem examination :—Spleen much enlarged and
engorged with dark impure blood. Bumen and reticulum full of rough ingesta, lining membrane ulcer
ated and easily detached from muscular coats. Omasum impacted with dry food, lining membrane of
leaves also ulcerated. Abomasum presented submucous infiltration of a thick serous nature, also
ecchymosis and detached ulcers, and a similar condition existed in the fixed portion of small intestines.
Effusion of serum into pericardial sac. Substance of heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys saturated with dark
impure hlood. Cavity of heart contained impure blood iu a fluid condition. Gall bladder filled with
dark-coloured bile. Omentum presented dark serous infiltration.
No. 14. Wether found dead but quite warm. Post-mortem examination :—Spleen much enlarged
and engorged with dark impure blood. Bumen and reticulum full of ingesta in natural condition, but
omasum impacted with dry ingesta ; the lining membrane of each of these was easily detached from the
muscular coat. Abomasum presented extensive ecchymosis and serous infiltration, and exactly similar
pathognomonic condition pertained to fixed portion of small inte,stincs. Pericardial cavity showed much
serous infiltration. Substance of heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys full of dark impure blood. Cavity of
heart contained a similar fluid. Bladder distended with dark impure blood, and gall bladder filled with
dark dirty-looking bile.
No. 15. Wether found dead, but quite warm. Post-mortem examination:—Spleen much distended
and engorged with dark impure blood. Bumen and reticulum filled to repletion with natural ingesta ;
mucous lining membrane of both of these easily detached from muscular coat. Omasum impacted, lining
membrane of its leaves also detached from muscular coat by serous infiltration, and adherent to food.
Abomasum and fixed portion of small intestines showed extensive serous infiltration, ecchymosis, and
many small ulcers ; there was also effusion of serum into the pericardial sac. Substance of heart, liver,
and kidneys saturated with dark impure blood; cavity of heart contained a similar fluid. Bladder had
bursted. Gall bladder distended with chocolate-coloured bile.
No. 16. Wether found in last stage of disease ; could not be made to stand, lay upon his side in
half comatose condition, excepting difficult and rapid breathing. Internal temperature, 108 deg. He
quickly expired. Post-mortem examination:—Spleen much enlarged, and engorged with dark impure blood.
Bumen and reticulum well filled with ingesta in a natural condition. Omasum impacted with hard ingesta.
Abomasum and small intestines adjacent to this stomach presented much serous infiltration, ecchymosis,
and
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and many small ulcers. Intestines were throughout of a more or less dark-red or black colour. Sub
stance and cavity of heart, substance of liver and kidneys, saturated with dark impure blood. Bladder
contained a large quantity of a similar fluid. Gall bladder filled with a fluid black in colour. Consider
able quantity of serous exudation into pericardial sac.
1^0.17. Wether found dead, but quitcwarm. Posi'-mor/tun.'examination :~Splccnmueb enlarged and
engorged with dark impure blood. Bumen and reticulum contained a full quantity of natural ingesta,
much serous infiltration, and ecchymosis in mucous and submucous tissue of rumen. Omasum impacted
and distended with dry ingesta; mucous lining membrane detached from leaves and adhered to food.
Abomasum aud fixed portion of small intestines presented extensive serous infiltration and ecchymosis.
Small intestines were of a dark colour throughout their entire length: exudation of serous fluid into
pericardial cavity. Substance of heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys (and pancreas, to less extent) filled with
dark impure blood. Cavity of heart contained a similar fluid blood, as also did bladder. Gall bladder
filled with dark-coloured bile.
No. 18. Wether found dead and warm. Post-mortem examinationSpleen much enlarged and
engorged with dark impure blood. Bumen and reticulum well filled with natural ingesta ; lining mem
brane of these easily rubbed off. Omasum contained but very little ingesta, but lining membrane of
leaves was discoloured and easily detached. Abomasum and small intestines contained a fair amount of
moist ingesta, and the lining membrane of these showed serous exudations and extensive ecchymosis.
Substance and cavity of heart, and substance of lungs, liver, and kidneys, contained a quantity of dark
impure blood.
b^o. 19. Wether found in second stage of disease, was standing, with a dull appearance, ears
drooping, and hurried respiration. He did not attempt to escape when 1 approached and handled him. I
opened right jugular vein with a lancet, took an ounce of blood from sheep, which I caught in a bottle ;
and immediately afterwards I injected into vein fifteen minims of carbolic acid, suitably prepared and
diluted. After this, I closed wound in skin with pin suture, and laid sheep quietly down upon his left
side, with head to right flank. Internal temperature 45 min. after injection, 106'2; temperature 75 min.
after injection, 10G. Sheep had throughout laid very quietly in same position,.but lias just had a slight
attack of spasmodic twitching of his hind feet. No tympanitis nor diflicnity of breathing yet. Eighty
minutes after injection sheep lay stretched out upon his left side, and slight convulsions and difficulty of
respiration, spasmodic jerking of each limb and of heart. These convulsions only came on fitfully—
Bometimcs with increased, sometimes with diminished intensity, until sheep died quietly, 95 min. after the
carbolic acid injection. Post-mortem:—Spleen much enlarged, and engorged with dark impure hlood.
Sheep had a wound ou lower gum, apparently resulting from violence to one of his incisor teeth. Bumen
and reticulum contained a full quantity of natural ingesta ; in each of these mucous lining membranes
were very dark in colour; omasum impacted with dry food, lining membrane of leaves nearly black in colour.
Abomasum and fixed portion of small intestines presented very extensive serene infiltration and blood
extravasation of mucous and submucous tissue ; this condition became less marked in bowels further from
stomach. Substance of heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys saturated with dark impure blood ; cavity of heart
contained a small quantity of similar blood in a fluid condition, urine bladder filled with dark impure
bloody gall bladder much extended with black-looking bile. Blood taken from jugular vein of sheep prior to
injection of carbolic, when microscopically examined, showed commencing disintegration of the blood cells,
comparatively few indistinct bacteria, and numbers of bacteria in process of development. These appeared
as translucid, indistinct, very minute, chain-like bodies, exceedingly flexible in their movemeiits, and
having many characteristics of vibrines. Blood examined microscopically from spleen taken from sheep after
death was found to be crowded with well-developed bacteria and entirely broken np in structure.
No. 23. Ewe found in second stage of disease. She fell down when approached, Internal temper
ature, 108 deg. She had a dull listless look, ears drooping, discharge of dark impure blood from vagma,
laboured and difficult breathing, mouth nearly cold. Ewe lay partly upon her side and partly upon her
chest, with head towards flank, for twenty minutes, when she died without a struggle; hut during her
last few mmutes of life breathing was only accomplished by great heaving of flanks and jerky respiration.
Post-mortem examination:—Spleen engorged with dark impure blood. Each stomach fairlyfilled with natural
ingesta. Lining membrane of rumen and reticulum dark in colour. Mucous lining of loaves of omasum
very dark in colour. M.ucous and submucous tissue of abomasum aud fixed portion of small intestines
presented marked appearances of serous exudations and ecchymosis. Substance of heart, liver, and
kidneys full of dark impure blood. Cavity of heart contained similar blood in fluid condition. Gall bladder
full of a similar fluid. Left lung adherent to pleura lining internal wall of chest, but substance of lungs
generally full of similar dark impure blood. There was also effusion of serum into abdominal sub
cutaneous tissue. This ewe was fat, and in Iamb about two months gone. Lamb was healthy in
appearance, and there were no pathognomonic appearances of womb, excepting an enlarged and
engorged condition of cotyledons, and extensive gelatinous exudation into the pelvic region of abdominal
cavity.
Explanation of the mode of experimentally producing in healthy sheep the same disease as that
under investigationThe following experiments were carried out upon throe nearly toothless and
worthless old ewes, which from their history, surroundings, and appearance were undoubtedly entirely
free from any taint or suspicion of tliis disease; further than this, T made a careful microscopical
examination of the hlood of each of these ewes, and in each case it presented all the features of healthy
blood. First ewe, which I shall distinguish as
1
L o. 21, was marked by her fore knot of wool being entirely cut off her forehead, and also by a
longitudinal mark of purple ochre on the right side of her spine. This ewe was drenched with a small
portion of the spleen and its blood (taken from No. 19 after death), mixed noth oatmeal gruel, at 2 p.m.
on IGth instant. Tliis ewe was found dead at 7 a.in. on 18th instant. She had probably been dead about
an hour, having died about forty hours after the germs of the disease had been administered to her in gruel.
Post-mortem examination :—Spleen much enlarged and engorged with dark impure blood. Bumen,
reticulum, omasum, and abmasum contained a full quantity of natural ingesta. Mucous lining membrane
of rumem and reticulum ulcerated and easily detached from muscular coat, as also was the lining
membrame of leaves of omasum, the said leaves being very dark in colour. Abomasum and fixed portion
of small intestines presented extensive serous infiltration and blood extravasation; the abdominal cavity
contained a quantity of serous exudation. Substance of heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys full of dark
impure
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impure blood, also tbe cavity of heart. Serous exudation into cavity of chest and pericardium. Gall
bladder filled with black-loching bile. Microscopic examination showed blood of this ewe to be crowded
with bacteria.
Second ewe, which I shall distinguish as
Ho. 22, was marked by wool being cut off the top of shoulders and by transverse marks of purple
ochre across spine. Inoculated this ewe about 2 p.m. on February 1G with blood taken from the jugular
vein of No. lb before injection of carbolic acid. This ewe was found dead and cold at 7 am., Sunday,
February IS. She had in all probability died about 3G hours after being inoculated with blood containing
the germs ot disease in process of development. There was a discharge of dark impure blood from vagina
of ewe; wound of inoculation was also slightly bleeding. In region of wound of inoculation there was
extensive gelatinous exudation. Tost-mortem :—Spleen much enlarged and engorged with dark impure
blood. Rumen and reticulum contained abundanco of ingesta in a natural state : lining membrane of
these was slightly ulcerated. Omasum was not impacted ; lining membrane of leaves of this was very
dark in colour. Mucous tissue of abomasum and of fixed portion of small intestine presented serous
exudation and many examples of ecchymosis. Substance of heart, liver, lungs, and kidneys saturated with
dark impure blood in a fluid condition. Bladder contained a small quantity of a similar fluid; gall
bladder was filled with a dark-coloured bile. Mesenteric glands presented gelatinous infiltration.
Microscopic examination showed blood of this ewe to be crowded with [well-developed bacteria.
Third ewe, which I shall distinguish as
No. 23, was marked by wool being clipped off somewhat posterior to and between ears, and also by
three transverse marks of purple ochre over spine; tips of both her ears had also been cut off. This ewe
was inoculated with blood taken from tlie spleen of No. 19 after death, about 2 p.m. on the IGth instant.
I sawT this ewe at 7 a.m. the following morning, the 17th instant, when she appeared all right; but
between 9 and 10 a.m. this morning she was found dowm, unable to rise, and in slight convulsions ;
wound of inoculation was then bleeding a little dark impure blood, and the lymphatic glands in
this region were very much enlarged and indurated. Ewe lay upon her side with stertorous, difficult
breathing, and spasmodic twitchings of extremities and head—hind extremities affected much more
frequently than tore ones—for 37 minutes, when she died; convulsions had become less marked
prior to death. ' Internal temperature taken just before death, 107'2. Death resulted in 20 hours 15
minutes after inoculation of ewe. Post-mortem examination—Spleen much enlarged and engorged with
dark impure blood ; rumen, reticulum, and omasum contained a fair amount of ingesta in a natural con
dition. Mucous lining membrane of these stomachs was easily detached from muscular coat, which was
dark in colour. Abomasum aud fixed portion of small intestines presented both serous infiltration and blood
extravasation. Substance of heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys full of dark impure blood. Cavity of heart
also contained a quantity of a similar fluid, with which fluid bladder was also filled. Gall bladder filled
with dark-coloured bile. Microscopic examination showed this ewe’s blood to be crowded with bacteria.
_
In every case which came under my observation during this investigation the sheep undoubtedly
died of anthrax fever. This disease is caused by tho presence in the blood of a microscopic infusoria, tbe
bacillus aiilhracis, commonly called bacteria. When placed upon the field of the microscope in that
condition in which they can be best viewed and examined with a high magnifying power, they appear,
when well developed, as minute, jointed filaments, and are seen in the interstices of the blood cells ; but
when iu process ot development, as I before remarked, as exceedingly minute translucid chain-likc
bodies ; in both instances they possess great facility of motion. Outside the body they may retain their
vitality for a very long period; if they are so situated as to obtain a little moisture and a little warmth in
this altered condition they probably break up into minute spheroid bodies.
"When they exist in the blood of any animal which is spilled upon tbe ground, unless they are
destroyed by very dry or very cold weather, by bush or grass fires, or by chemical agents, they sink into
the earth or adhere to tho grass or other vegetation-, or are washed by rain or flooding to lower lyin"
districts, and under these circumstances they may exist for years, powerful to destroy life if they can reach
the circulation cither by direct access to tbe blood through a minute external wound, or by adhering to
tho food upon which the animal feeds, or by passing in with the water which the animal drinks, and then
entering the circulation by an abrasion in the alimentary tract, or, as in my case, previously recorded,
through the process of natural digestion or assimilation. It is probable that at certain periods of the year
“ bacilli ” in the soil have their power of generating disease roused into activity.
Much of the grass in the Lachlan district I found to be very penetrating, hard, and fine in its fibre,
and the terminal extremities of the seeds of this grass were quite prickly in many instances. I also
observed that many sheep were in the habit of feeding upon thistle seeds. Food of this nature would be
likely to cause abrasion of alimentary tract, and so act as an exciting cause to the disease if the pre
disposing causes were in operation.
1
I observed, too, that numberless carcases of sheep were either entirely or partially devoured by
large black crows : these are probably mediums of the spread aud extension of this disease.
Prophylactic measures: I think with theassistance of so dry and healthy a climate as that with which
we are blessed in this country that this disease can be at once checked and ultimately entirely stamped
out, if only the obvious preventive measures are thoroughly enforced.
“
1
The entire body of every animal dying from this disease should be entirely destroyed by burning,
as also should each and exery surrounding object which can possibly be contaminated by either the
secretions, excretions, organs, or appendages of the animal which has so died, after which procedure every
possibly contaminated medium should be thoroughly disinfected with chloride of lime.
J
The black crows which utilize this animal virus, so poisonous to all mammalia, should be destroyed
as far as practicable. It appears exceedingly doubtful if these crows perform any useful duty in the
economy of nature in this district, where they so abound and flourish. The wild dogs, where prevalent
must also be considered as_probable mediums for the spread of this disease in all districts where the latter
prevails and the former exist.
I have every reason to believe that some gentlemen deny theexistence of this disease amongst their
flocks even at the very time they are sustaining great losses from its ravages. Although it is certainly
not desirable that private business should become matter for public report, yet I fear in this instance that
the desire to hide the real nature of the disease is too often associated with such mismanagement of the con
taminated carcases as renders these cases of mysterious deaths centres for propagation of disease.
Mode
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Mode of conferring immunity from this disease by inoculating animals with a cultivated virus:—
By a series of inoculations, chiefly on guinea-pigs and rabbits, and by other experiments, the bacteria
may be cultivated for several generations. By these processes it becomes so modified that if intro
duced into the system of a healthy animal it is only capable of inducing the disease in a mild form, and
so confers immunity from contagion to the animal so inoculated, for this cultivated virus can be used to
protect the system against this disease much in the same way as vaccine is used to protect against small
pox; for anthrax fever does not recur. But 1 must mention that this cultivated virus is only surely and
safely protective when in one special condition, and that if it is not in just the right state :—
1. It may cause the death of animal from the very disease which its introduction into the
system was designed to prevent.
2. It may have become inert, and so have no protective power.
3. It may have become purulent and cause septic fever in inoculated subject.
Bemarks as to either the individual or collective treatment of this disease in case of an active out
break I must candidly admit that I have never known any animal which has been undoubtedly affected
with anthrax fever to recover. But in blood striking, a condition resulting from disease and disintegration
of constituents of blood, and in many particulars analogous to anthrax fever, I have had two
'recoveries.
In the treatment of an individual sheep, I advise the immediate administration of a full dose of
purgative medicine with carbonate of ammonia, followed at a short interval by as much good, alcohol as
patient can possibly stand—as to this action of heart is only reliable guide; also apply to animal’s head,
face, nostrils, and mouth plenty of the purest and coldest water available, and if the weather is warm
saturate the whole surface of body with such water, and when practicable smartly exercise animal. From
the rapidity with which death follows first signs of illness treatment by direct injection of powerful
antiseptic agents into a large blood vessel or hypodermically seems called for ; my experience only extends
to the injection of carbolic acid and chloride of sodium. After tho antiseptic agent has been injected into
blood about fifteen minutes, sheep should be freely bled to extent of about one pint. Immediately after this
a similar quantity of blood to that abstracted should he restored directly to circulation of patient by
transfusion from a healthy sheep. Failing this, highly nutritious nourishment in a fluid condition must be
administered to patient immediately after bleeding. Much remains to be learned as to the curative
treatment of this disease,
_
In the case of an active outbreak tbe whole mob of sheep must he removed from the locality in
which they are dying to a bare dry paddock, which, from its associations, surroundings, history, and
general characteristics, is not likely to be contaminated by such causes as I have tried to make plain in the
foregoing remarks.
I have, &e.,
ANTHONY WILLOWS, M.RC.Y.SX.
JjXtract from the Sydney Morning Herald, 3rd April, IS83.
Anthrax Diseases, &c.
To TEE EniTOlt OF THE HeBALD.

Sir,—I have only just read Mr. Willows’ report on the cases of anthrax in the Lachlan district. I
suppose this disease must have been imported in the wool of some sheep brought to the country within the
last four or five years, as we have, I believe,been free from it hitherto ; and seeing that it is very prevalent
in many parts of France, it would be worth while to inquire where did the lot of French sheep imported
aud exhibited about the date of our International Exhibition go. Were they sent to the Lachlan district ?
The disease known as anthrax is extremely fatal to sheep—more so, I think, than any which we
have yet had in the Australian Colonies ; and the fact that we have now got it, and most probably must
keep it for all time to come (as it is not possible to stamp it out by destroying all infected flocks, seeing
that the germs may remain in the ground for many years) shows what insane folly we have been guilty of
in allowing the importation of stock from anywhere under any circumstances. I did my best some years
ago, through the columns of the Press, to havp all importations of stock prevented so that we might work
up from what was already in the country without any danger from the many diseases prevalent in the old
world ; but unfortunately I failed to get other stockowners to see things from my point of view, and now
the thing which I then predicted has come upon ns, and it only remains to face the evil the best way we
can. The eminent French chemist, M. Pasteur, has been for many years engaged in experimenting on
anthrax, and he it was who first isolated and traced out the life history of this particular bacteria,0and
proved that the disease was in every case the result of bacterial infection. The difficulty of dealing with
it is strikingly illustrated by some of the facts brought out by M. Pasteur’s researches. In one case,
where some diseased animals had been buried six feet deep, the bacteria were found at or just under the
surface, with sufficient vitality many years afterwards to destroy all infected or inoculated animals. These
bacteria were brought up in the casts of earth worms. M. Pasteur has worked out a method of prevent
ing the disease by means of inoculation with cultivated bacteria, but there are many difficulties in the way
of cultivation, and the worst part of it is that though the sheep on any particular run may be made proof
against the disease the bacteria will remain in the ground for a great many years, and may be carried
about in tho wool of the inoculated sheep so as to infect other stock in all parts of the colony, and also to
infect the ground. It only remains for us now to make the best of a bad job. We may shut the door
when tlie steed is gone, or rather lock the door when the burglar is inside, but that won’t do much good.
I believe the first step should be to declare the districts where the disease has appeared infected and stop
the exit of all sheep, so as to save the rest of the country, if possible; and all sheep inspectors should be
instructed as to the symptoms of anthrax, and ordered to report whether or not it lias appeared in their
districts. In this way we will soon find out how far the evil has gone, and be in a position to judge of
the probable cost of dealing with it. In the meantime, it would be suicidal folly for any grazier to buy or
bring on to sound country any sheep from the infected districts. It is the land itself which becomes
infected.
I haTe! &c.,
Wingen, 30th March, 1883.
W. E. ABBOTT.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

DISEASES IN SHEEP ACTS AMENDMENT ACT OF 1878.
(REGULATIONS UNDER.)

fires cut eii to fiitrlimnmt, pursunni ter ,|Ut 4113 tot. ^lo. 19, see. 21.

Department of Mines, Sydney, 22 December, 1882,
of 1882.
The following Kegnlations, made by His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive
Council, in accordance with the provisions of tho aboveuamed Act, are hereby published for general
information :—
Diseases

in

Sheep Acts Amendment Act

Duration of Quarantine and number of dressings.
1. The duration of quarantine for imported sheep arriving by sea from any of the Australian
Colonies shall be not loss than ten days.
Medicaments for dressing.
2. The medicaments to be used in the dressing of sheep shall be any of the following:—
(T.) Tobacco and sulphur, 11b. each to 5 gallons of water.
(II.) Lime and sulphur in the proportion of 4 ozs. sulphur to 2 ozs. lime, and 1 gallon water to
6 ozs. of the mixture.
(III.) Little’s chemical fluid at a strength of one part of the fluid to fifty of water.
(IY.) Each dressing shall be administered at the temperature and in tbe manner directed by the
Chief Inspector of Sheep.
Quarantine cliarges.
3. The rates to be charged for the keeping and dressing of imported sheep whilst in quarantine shall
be as follows:—
s. d.
Sustenance and attendance for every day or part of a day, each sheep ...
... 0 6
-Administering three dressings, each sheep ...
...
...
...
...
... 2 6
■

[8*]
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1883.
Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALE,S.

RABBIT NUISANCE ABATEMENT BILL.
(MESSAGE No. 9.)

Ordered hj the Legislative Assembly to le printed, 25 Jamiry, 1883.-

AUGUSTUS LOFTUS,
Governor.

Message No. 9.

Iu accordance with the provisions contained in the 5ith section o£ the Constitution Act, tho
Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of making
provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to provide for the abatement of the
Rabbit Nuisance.
Government Nome,
Sydney, ‘lith January, 1883.

[3d.]
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW

SOUTH

WALES

GLEBE ISLAND ABATTOIRS.
(REVENUE FOR 1882.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 8 March, 1888.

RETURN of Amount of Revenue derived from the Giebe island Abattoirs during tbe year 1882.
Slaughtering fees

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

£ e. d.
2,849 8 7

Rent of Abattoirs ...

..................................................................

3,161 IS

4

Sale of manure, &e.

...................................................................

1,193 12

3

7,204 19

2

W. PEARSON,
Accountant.
The Treasury, New South Wales,
Sydney, S March, 1883.
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES AT GLEBE ISLAND.
(NAMES OF LESSEES AND BENT POE 1882 AND 1883.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 8 March, 1883.

ErETURN to an Order of the Legislative Assembly, dated 7th February, 1883,
showing,—
“ The names of the Lessees of Slaughter-houses, with the Annual Rent
“ of each, at the Glebe Island Abattoirs, for the years 1882 and 1883.”
{Mr. Hutchinson.)

RETURN showing the names of the Lessees of Slaughter-houses, with the Annual Rent of each, at the
Glebe Island Abattoirs, for the years 1882 and 1883.
Name of Lessee.

Number of Slaughtor-houec.

Walsh John .................................................................

i
2
3
4
g
e
13
14
15
16
18
20

Turner George .............................................................
Gear Edwin .................................................................
Macnamara Henry ..... ............................... ..............
Walsh John ,,,,,..........................................................
Elliott Thomas.............................................................
Macnamara Henry ....................................................
O’Brien A Roberts .....................................................
O’Connor Daniel .........................................................

Total for the year 1882 .....................................
Walsh John .................................................................
Turner George .............................................................
Macnamara fienry ..................... ........ ................ .
O’Brien John.................................................................
Walsh John ......... .......................................................

Macnamara Henry .....................................................
O’Brien John.................................................................
O’Connor Daniel .........................................................
Woolfe Henry .............................................................

1
2
3
4
5
6
13
14
15
16
17
18
20
21

Total for the year 1883 ..... ...............................

The Treasury, New South Wales,
2nd March, 1883.

214—

Atmuai Rent.

'

£
395
410
410
410
400
365
145
125
125
145
139
135

s.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

d.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Year.

1882.

£3,204 0 0
585
565
535
520
535
530
201
166
156
150
150
150
100
100

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

£4,443 0 0

1883.

1)

,970
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1888.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

TALLOW-MELTING ESTABLISHMENT AT GLEBE ISLAND
ABATTOIR.
(COERESPONDENCE RESPECTING.)

Ordered h/ the Legislative Assembly to le printed, 13 February, 1888.

SCHEDULE.
N0'
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
S.

FAQE,
Tlie Muyor of Balmaiu (.o the L'udcr-SecrcUiry for Einance and Trade............................................................ ........... .
1
The Inspector, Glebe Island Abattoir, to tho Under-Sccretary for Finance and Trade ......................................... ...
1
Mr. A. G. Eenwnv, Acting Clerk of Works, Glebe Island, to the Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade ......... .
2
Minute of the Colonial Treasurer on the preceding Report........................................................... ................... ............ .
2
The Under-Seorctary for Finance and Trade to Mr. John Walsh, Glebe Island .....................
2
Mr, John Walsh to the Uiidcr-Seeretury for Finance and Trade...........................................................................
2
Mr. A. G. Komvay, Acting Clerk of Works, Glebe Island, to the Under-Secrelary for Finance and Trade ...............
3
The Undcr-Secrclory for Finance and Trade to Mr. John Walsh, Glebe Island .........................................................
3

No. 1.
The Mayor of Balmain to The Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade.
Sir,

Town Hal), Balmain, 22 July, 1882.
I have the honor, by direction of the Council of the Borough of Balmain, to call your attention
to the nuisance arising from the boiling-down at present allowed on the northern side of Glebe Island. I
need scarcely point out to you that this is a nuisance that has been long complained of, and could be
removed without in any way interfering with the efficiency of the works carried on at the Abattoirs at
Glebe Island. The Council has expressed a hope that you may see your way to having the nuisance abated
before the summer months.
I have, Ac.,
W. A. HUTCHINSON,
--------Mayor.
_ The Inspector, Glebe Island, for report.—J.W., 29/7/82.
G.E., 29/7/82, B.C,
Report
herewith attached.—F.O., 5/8/82. The Under-Sccretary for Finance and Tiude, Ac., &c.

No. 2.
Tlie Inspector, Glebe Island Abattoir, to The Under-Secretary for Finance
and Trade.
Sir,

'
Glebe Island Abattoir, 4 August, 1882,
I do myself the honor to acknowledge receipt of letter addressed to you from the Municipal
Council of Balmain, respecting an alleged nuisance arising from tho boiling-down establishment on the
Island, aud beg respectfully to report that I have on various occasions visited the premises, and could detect
no cause for complaint. I again inspected the establishment yesterday, in company with Mr. Kenway, and
found it in a very clean condition, and free from all kind of filth. The only tiling that could be detected was a
soupy smell, which came from the chimney. This Mr. Kcnway informed me might be got rid of by a
separate furnace being used through which tlie steam, Ac., from the digestei's might pass. I would tlicrefore
propose that Mr. Kenway be requested to make some suggestions on the matter, with a view to remedying
this objection.
I have, Ac.,
FRED. OATLEY,
--------Inspector,
Mr. Kenway, for report.—J.W., 8/8/82.
G.E., 11/8/82., B.C.
Report herewith.—A.G.K.,
15/8/82.
88-
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No. 3.
Mr. A. G. Kenway, Acting Clerk of Works, Glebe Island, to The Tinder-Secretary
•
for Finance and Trade.
Sir,

Glebe Island, 15 August, 1882.
I beg to enclose and return letter from the Balmain Council (Treasury No. 464 Miscl. 24-7-82),
complaining of the smell from the tallow works on Glebe Island, and Mr. Oatley’s report thereon, dated
August 4th, 1882, and have the honor to report that I accompanied Mr, Oatley on his last visit of inspec
tion of the establishment, and that I fully endorse all that he reports relative to its cleanliness and manage
ment, which I have always found to be the same on the occasion of numerous incidental visits.
The smell complained of is due to the incomplete combustion of such waste steam and gases as are
conveyed into the steam-boiler furnace, and the occasional escape of the same from sundry small leaks in the
apparatus, which would be largely increased when the digestei-s are discharged.
•
The smell, although quite innocuous, and almost unnoticeable to some people, is peculiarly objection
able to others, especially those in ill health, being a penetrating fatty smell.
I should imagine (although I have never detected it myself) that there are times in the hot weather
, when the killing has been greater than usual, and the consequent supply of fat has suddenly increased, when
the fat lies spread on the floor of the fat house till it smells very strongly, or may even be in such condition
when delivered.
I am of opinion that all smells from whatever cause arising can be entirely consumed iu a properly
constructed furnace with tlie necessary brick chimney.
Tbe sources of smell should be securely closed in (the digesters as well as the fat room), and so con
nected with tlie furnace that no vent can occur except after having passed through the fire, which should be
kept entirely independent from the rest of the plant, in order that the heat may be raised to any desired
extent without risk to the apparatus employed.
I am aware that this would entail the consumption of fuel from which no power would be utilized,
but the abolishing of what to some people is a nuisance would I think justify the expense, which would
probably be about £400 for tbe erection of the necessary additions and alterations, and the consumption of
about three-quarters of a ton of fuel per day.
I have, itc.,
.
.
'
ARTHUR G. KENWAY.

""
. .

No. 4.
Minute of the Colonial Treasurer.

I am strongly opposed to the interference with any industry established, yet the public health of tho
residents of tlie locality must be considered, and unless the lessees are willing to abate tlie nuisance as
suggested by Mr. Kenway, and under his supervision, the right to occupy must be cancelled, and the lessees
must be informed at same time that even the improvements suggested will not give any right to permanent
occupation, but only on permission, and until required.
J.W., 19/8/82.
Mr. Ross,—Letter to Mr. Walsh, embodying the terms of the Treasurer’s Minute.—G.E., 21/8/82
Done.—R.M.R., 19/10/82.

No. 5.
The Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade to Mr. J. Walsh.
Sir,

The Treasury, New South Wales, Sydney, 19 October, 1882.
I am directed by the Colonial Treasurer to inform you that a communication has been received
from the Mayor of the Borough of Balmain, calling attention to tlie nuisance arising from your boilingdown establishment, on the northern side of Glebe Island.
Mr. Watson desires me to state that while he is opposed to unnecessary interference with any
established industry, he cannot on the other hand disregard the representations which have been made to
him upon the subject; I am therefore to inform you that unless you are willing to abate the nuisance by the
erection—under the supervision of a Government officer—of certain alterations and additions (to be hereafter
specified) at an estimated cost of about £400 and a consumption of (say) three-quarters of a ton of fuel per
day, the permission to occupy will be at once withdrawn.
It must be clearly understood by you, however, that tlie erection of the alterations and additions
mentioned will give you no claim to a permanent occupancy, and that you will continue in possession only
on sufferance, as heretofore.
The Treasurer will be glad to have an early intimation of. your intentions.
I have, ilia,
G. EAGAR.

No. 6.
Mr. J. Walsh to The Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade.
Sir>
Sydney, 30 October, 1882.
_
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 19th instant, M. 1,533-9,259, inform
ing me that tlie Mayor of tlie Borough of Balmain complained of a nuisance arising from the boiling-down
on the north side of Glebe Island, and that unless I abated the said nuisance the permission to carry on the
tallow-making business would be withdrawn.
In reply I wish to inform you that about six weeks or two months ago one of the digesters used
there became defective and no doubt allowed steam and gases to escape, and tliis would be the only thing
that I know to'cause a nuisance to any one.
I had the said digester taken out, and at once contracted for two new ones at an outlay of over
£300, in order that the fat might go at once whilst fresh into them and be rendered into tallow the same
day.

9
3
day. The new digesters were nearly completed when the strike in the iron trade occurred; I was there
fore unable'to get them completed until this present week, which I now have done, or at least one of them ;
the other will be finished and at work next week, when I invite your inspection or any one you may appoint,
and feel sure you will say I have removed any reasonable grounds of complaint from the Mayor or
people of Balmain. Should you think otherwise, and see the necessity of further improvements, I will if
possible try to meet your views.
I have, <fcc.,
--------JOHN WALSH.
Mr. Eenway, for report.—J.W., 2/11/82.
G.E., 3/11/82.
Report herewith.—A.G.K., B.O.,
6/11/82.
*

No. 7.
Mr. A. Gr. Kenway, Acting Clerk of Works, Glebe Island, to Tlie Under-Secretary
for Finance and Trade.
Sir,

Glebe Island, 6 November, 1882.
In reference to Mr. Walsh’s letter (No. 2,170, 31/10/82, Miscl.) detailing the improvements
made at his tallow-house at Glebe Island, complaints against which have been made by the Balmain Council
(No. 4-64 Miscl, 24/7/82), I have the honor to report that I visited the establishment this morning, and
found the digesters mentioned by Mr. Walsh properly fixed in their places, and the whole premises clean
and tidy.
Tlie general management of the works is admirable, and repeated visits of Mr, Oatley and myself
have merely confirmed the fact that no improvement can be made as far as cleanliness and tidiness are
concerned; but 1 am of opinion that the smells which chiefly reach Balmain arise from the imperfect
combustion of the gases from the digesters, and unless such alterations to the premises as are recommended
in my report of August 15th, 1882, are properly, effected, complaints will still be made of the smell.
I am informed that the plant is now used at night only, with the view of avoiding the nuisance as
much as is possible.
I have, (fee.,
--------ARTHUR G. KENWAY.
Mr. Walsh may he allowed time to give his improvements a fair trial before any further action is
taken.—LW,, 11/11/82,
Mr, Ross.—G.E., 14/11/82.
Informed.—R.M.R., 14.

No. 8.
The Under Secretary for Finance and Trade to Mr. J. Walsh.
Sir,

Tho Treasury, New South Wales, Sydney, 14 November, 1882.
1 am directed by the Colonial Treasurer to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 30th ultimo,
and to inform you, in reply, that further action in connection with your sufferance occupation at Glebe
Island for boiling-down purposes will for tbe present be suspended pending a trial of the improvements
which are stated in your communication to have been effected.
I have, (fee.,
G. EAGAR.

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer,—188$.

[3d.]
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NEW SOOTH WALES.

PUBLIC ABATTOIRS, GLEBE ISLAND.
(EEaULATIONS.)

ijprt0tnteS to ^arlinmmt bn (ilonmnni.

The TresBury, New South Wales,
21st November, 1882.
PUBLIC ABATTOIRS, GLEBE ISLAND.
i‘“ 2, notified ttat m U.u tk-r.of tie Mlcnting ,U.U le enteoid, torn .»fi •«« the C*t <k, of J.nn.rj

Oeders

and

Kegulations.

1. Tho AbiiUoir shall bo opened daily (Sundays cxccptod)
for the despatch of business, from the 1st October to the 30Lh
April, from the hours of S o’clock a.m. to 7 o’clock p.m.
(except on Mondays aud Saturdays, on which days the Abattoir
will bo opened from 2 o’clock a.m, to 7 o’clock p.m.), and from
Uio 1st May to the 30th September, from G o’clock a.m. to.6
o’clock p.m. (Fridays cxeeplod, on which day the Abattoir will
bo open from 6 o’clocka.m. to 7 o’clockp.in.); and no slaughter
ing of cattle will be permitted during any other hour or day
than the days and hours above mentioned, nor shall any person
he allowed to come within or remain in the enclosures of the
Abattoirs at such times as they are not open for business. Pigs,
however, may ho slaughtered and dressed at the Abattoir during
tho whole of Thursday and Friday nights, between the 1st
October and the 30th April in any year. During Sunday it will
bo permitted to drive in and yard cattle.
2. The slaughter-houses shall, with the exception of six beef
and six mutton slaughter-houses, he retained in tho hands of tho
Government for the use of the public.
3. Six beef and six mutton slaughter-houses shall he sub
mitted to public competition, by lease, ot an upset price of £300
per annum for the beef, and £150 per annum for the mutton,
slaughter-houses.
4. A fee of threepence for inspecting brands shall be charged
upon every head of horned cattle slaughtered in tho leased
houses.
5. Parties desirous of using the slaughter-houses reserved by
the Government shall bo permitted to do so on payment of the
following fees:—
s. d.
For every ox, cow, bull, or heifer, or steer (including
inspection fee of 3d.)
........................:.......... 1 ®
For every calf not exceeding six months old (includ
ing an inspection fee) .............................. *.......... 0 ®
For every sheep or lamb ............................................... 0 Is
For every head of swine.............................................. 0 ®
6. All fees shall be paid to tbe Inspector or Assistant
Inspector of Abattoirs on demand, who shall pay the same into
the Colonial Treasury under such directions as he or they shall
from time to time receive from tho Secretary for Finance and
Trade,
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7. Printed receipts shall be given to all parties paying fees.
8. No person shall slaughter or yard any animal at tho
reserved Abattoirs without the sanction of the Inspector or
Assistant Inspector.
8. Tlie hours during which cattle may ho driven in and
yarded for slaughter shall be from 5 a.m. to 8 a.m. between tho
1st October and 30tk April, and from 6 a.m. to 8 a.m. between
tho 1st May and 30th September, in each year; and cattle shall
in all cases be inspected before slaughter. Milch cows and
stall-fed cattle may be driven in between the hours of 2 and
4- p.m.
10. In all cases whore carcases are brought to the Abattoirs
dressed or to bo dressed, notice shall be given to the Inspector
or Assistant Inspector on tho arrival of such carcase or carcases,
and tho hours for dressing or receiving same shall bo from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m.
11. Any cattle brought to the Abattoir for slaughter which
appear to the Inspector or Assistant Inspector to bo diseased,
shall not be slaughtered without either of their sanction, and at
such times only as either of them may direct. In all such
cases tho owner of tho same or tho occupier of tho sloughterhousc shall bo held liable for any such offence.
12. No person or persons shall slaughter, or cause tube
slaughtered, any cattle in any of tho pons connected with the
Abattoir, without the sanction of the Inspector or Assistant
Inspector. In all such cases the owner thereof or persons
occupying the slaughter-house, shall be held liable for any such
offence.
■
13. Should any animal die while in the cattle-pens connected
with the Abattoir, the owner of the same, or person occupying
the cattle-pen at such time, shall immediately remove the
whole carcass from the island, and destroy the same forthwith.
14. All animals on which fees are charged shall be reported
to the Inspector or Assistant Inspector without delay and the
fees paid forthwith, failing such payment each or either of tho
said officers may close and lock the doors loading from the pens
to the pithing or slaughtering floors, until tho said fees are
paid.
,
. . ,
15. Sheep and cattle will not he permitted to remain in the
Abattoir-pens for more than forty-eight hours from the time of
being brought in.
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16. No lessee or occupier of any slaughter-house connected
with the Abattoir shall eipose for sale diseased meat or any
other which the Inspector or Assistant Inspector may hare
condemned, and any such lessee or occupier shall, when ordered
to do so by the Inspectors aforesaid, immediately remove such
meat from the Abattoir and cause the same to be destroyed by
fire or boiled down for the purpose only of oitracting tallow.
Any such lessee or occupier failing to comply with any of these
conditions shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding fire
pounds. The Inspector or Assistant Inspector is hereby
empowered, in the event of non-compliance with the removal
of the said meat, to destroy the same at the cost of such lessee
or occupior.
17. The lessee or occupier of any slaughter-house shall
thoroughly cleanse the same, to the satisfaction of the Inspector
or Assistant Inspector, immediately after slaughtering has been
carried on, and with respect to the offal and blood, may select
and shall immediately remove eaoh day, at such time during
the day as may he appointed by the Inspector or Assistant
Inspector for the purpose, such portions, not being the whole of
such offal and blood, as the said lessee or occupier may require
for disposal for human food, and failing such removal, at the
time so appointed, the whole of such offal and blood may be
removed by the Government.
18. The premises attached to, and the roadways in front and
rear of each slaughter-honse shall be kept clean by the lessee
or person occupying or using the same, to the satisfaction of
the Inspector or Assistant Inspector of Abattoirs.
19. The lessee of Abattoirs in which sheep or pigs may be
slaughtered shall furnish to the Inspector orAssietant Inspector,
at their respective offices, a monthly return of all such animals
as shall have been slaughtered at such Abattoirs, on or before
the 4th day of each month.
20. No hide, carcass, or spleen of any horned cattle (not
having been previously inspected), shall be removed from any
slaughter-house until after the same has been inspected by the
Inspector or Assistant Inspector of Abattoirs.
21. Any meat found blown at the Abattoirs may be con
demned by the Inspector or Assistant Inspector, and the owner
or person found blowing the same will be held liable.
22. The lessee or occupier of any slaughter-house shall cause
the vessels and water used in dressing carcases therein, to be
kept clean to the satisfaction of the Inspector or Assistant.
Inspector.
"
23. Cattle os they are brought in for slaughter shall be kept
separate from those already in the yards, until the brands of
those so brought in shall have been inspected.
£4. All bides, skins, heads, feet, and offal shall bo removed
from the Abattoirs, only by way of the road at the rear of the
buildings.
25. The hours fixed for driving animals into the pons of the
reserved mutton slaughter-houses shall bo from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
between the let October and 30th April in each year ; and
between the 1st May and 30th September the hours shall be
from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. in each year.
26. It is strictly prohibited to place candles or lights of any
description upon or against the walls, or upon or against any
portion of the woodwork of the Abattoirs or stables, or any
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other building or buildings in connection therewith j and the
lessee or person occupying the Abattoir or stable where such
prohibited candle or light is found will bo hold responsible for
the same.
27. In eases whore water is found running to waste in any
Abattoir, the lessee or occupant will be held responsible for such
waste.
28. Gaming is prohibited at the Abattoirs, also the tossing up
or pitching of coin, throwing of dice, or playing of cards, under
any pretext whatever.
29. Any person wilfully or negligently causing injury to any
Government property of any description whatever at the
Abattoirs will be held responsible for the same.
80. The use of obscene or offensive language, the throwing of
missiles, filth, or muck of any kind, is strictly prohibited within
the enclosure of the Abattoir.
31. The lessee or occupier of any slaughter-house is pro
hibited from using, or causing to be used, any instrument for
driving in cattle to the Abattoirs, other than such as may bo
approved of by the Inspector or Assistant Inspector.
32. The Inspector or Assistant Inspector, or any other officer
connected with the Glebe Island Abattoir, may at any time
enter to view any of the slaughter-houses connected with the
Abattoir, whether leased or otherwise; and no person or
persons shall obstruct, molest, or assail with abusive or offensive
language either the Inspector, Assistant Inspector, or any other
officer connected with the Abattoir while in the execution of
his official duties.
33. It shall be competent for the Inspector of the Abattoir
at any time, should any person or persons occupying any of the
slaughter-houses reserved by the Government be found breaking
or continuing to break any one or more of the Eegulations
made concerning the Public Abattoirs at Globe Island, to refuse
to allow such person or persons to use any of the slaughter
houses reserved by the Government.
34. The owner or driver of any vehicle used for the trans
mission of meat from the Abattoir, shall keep the same and the
awnings used therewith in clean and proper condition to the
satisfaction of the Inspector or Assistant Inspector of the
Abattoir; and further the driver of any such vehicle during
the transmission of such meat shall keep himself and clothing
in clean and proper condition to the satisfaction of the Inspector
or Assistant Inspector.
35. The lessee or occupier of any beef slaughter-house shall
cause the contents of the paunches and intestines to bo
deposited on the manure pit at the rear of the Abattoir j and
the lessee or occupier of any sheep or pig slaughter-house shall
cause the contents of the paunches and intestines to be
deposited in the shoot erected for that purpose.
36. The lessee of any beef slaughter-house or houses shall
not slaughter, or cause to be slaughtered therein, any sheep,
lambs, or pigs.
37. Persons are prohibited from bringing and depositing
offal or other offensive matter at the Abattoirs.
38. Any person or persons offending against any of the orders
and regulations contained in paragraphs 1, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14, 15,17,18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31,
32,34,35,36, and 37, shall for each and every offence forfeit and
pay a sum not exceeding five pounds nor less than twenty
shillings.

Sydney: Thomas Ricliards, Government Printer.—18S3.
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THE DOG ACT.
(PETITION AGAINST OPERATION OF—RESIDENTS OF COOKANBONG.)

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 8 February, 1883.

To the Members of the Legislative Assembly of Kew Sooth Wales, in Parliament assembled.
The Petition of the undersigned residents in the Police District of Cooranbong, in the county of
Iv orthumberland,—
Humbly Showetii :—

1. That many of your Petitioners and a very large proportion of residents within the Police
District of Cooranbong follow farming pursuits, and depend almost entirely for their livelihoods upon the
produce that is obtained from the soil they cultivate.
2. That the land used for agricultural purposes is at a considerable distance from any market, and
there being neither natural or artificial means of conveying joroduce except by the agency of difficult, tedious,
and ill-formed roads, many obstacles exist to render cultivation of the soil unprofitable.
3. That the farmers above-mentioned, besides suffering under the disadvantages described, are now
being harassed, and in some cases absolutely ruined, through the destruction of their crops by various
animals of the marsupial tribe, which are largely on the increase, and agricultural pursuits are consequently
crippled in no small degree.
*
4: That such increase of marsupials is clearly traceable to the decrease of domesticated dogs in the
district of Cooranbong, which were employed to hunt and destroy such marsupials.
5. That what is commonly known as the “ Dog Act ” has been extended to the Police District of
Cooranbong, and the farmers and others in that district find they cannot, without inconvenience, afford to
pay two shillings and sixpence per head annually for the number of dogs previously kept, and such as would
be necessaiy to keep down the increase of different kinds of destructive vermin.
G. That whilst a premium is granted for the extermination of wild animals in some places in this
Colony, facilities are inadvertently afforded for the spread of grass- and crop-destroying pests at Cooranbong.
7. That whilst in municipalities and centres of population the presence of dogs is a nuisance, and
their possession a luxury, in many country districts they are a necessity, for the reasons above shown, and
because they protect property and are useful in -work relating to the care and control of stock.
_
8. That dogs would assist in suppressing the rabbit nuisance which now exists or threatens in
various portions of this Colony.
Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that reason has been shown, and occasion will be seen, for
the withdrawal of all pecuniary fees chargeable annually for the keeping of a dog or dogs by persons residing
in the Police District of Cooranbong, and pray that appropriate steps may be taken in that behalf.
And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[Here foUmo 92 signaturesi]

[3<q
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

EATING-HOUSES.
(PETITION OF PKOPKIETORS OF.)

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 6 February, 1883.

To the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled.
The humble Petition of the undersigned Keepers of Eating-houses, in the City of Sydney,—
SirowKTii:—
That your Petitioners keep eating-houses in the City of Sydney, for the supply of victuals and
refreshment to the public.
That frequently your Petitioners are victimized by persons coming into their houses, obtaining food
and refreshment, and then going away and refusing to pay for them.
.
That m such cases your Petitioners are powerless to do anything but sue for the amount, and that
the smallness of the amount payable, and the trouble and often impossibility of recovering it, make it
useless to try and get the sum payable by action at law.
That your Petitioners desire to have a remedy (similar to that given to publicans by the 57th section
of the Act 45 Victoria number 14) whereby any person who, at the time of being supplied with food or
refreshment at any eating-house, shall on demand of payment, made by the proprietor of any such eatinghouse or by his servant or agent, refuse to pay a reasonable sum therefor, shall be deemed a rogue and
vagabond and be liable to be dealt with as such under the Acts relating to vagrancy.
°
. Yom' Petitio»ers therefore humbly pray that your Honorable House will be pleased to sanction the
passing of an Act making persons punishable for not paying for food and refreshment supplied by keepers
of eating-houses, as provided by the last preceding clause of this Petition.
And your Petitioners will ever pray.

[Sere follmo 42 signatures.]

[3d.]
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CLOSING BUTCHERS’ SHOPS ON SUNDAY.
(PETITION IN FAVOUR OF—MASTER BUTCHERS AND OTHERS.)

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 21 March, 1S83.

To Ihc Honorable the Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly.
"We, the undersigned masters and journeymen butchers, and the public in general of New South
Wales, hereby respectfully petition the Honorable Legislature to take the necessary steps to provide for
the better working of the butchering trade, viz., to make it compulsory for the butchers of New South
Wales to keep closed their several places of business, and not sell or deliver, or allow to be sold or
delivered, from any of his or their premises, meat on or during the Sabbath day.
Your Petitioners would most humbly point out in support of this their prayer that most of the
journeymen butchers arc compelled to commence work on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
at 5 a.m., and continue work till 8 p.m.; on Friday two hours longer ; on Saturday from 4 a.m. till 12
midnight; and on Sunday from G a.m. till II a.m., this making the total number of hours worked during
the week 102, leaving only sixty-siv hours, or nine hours per day, for improvement of the mind and rest
for the body, which is totally inadequate for the health of the butcher, whoso work is laborious in the
extreme.
In conclusion, your Petitioners most humbly pray you will give this our Petition your most
favourable consideration at your earliest convenience.
And your Petitioners will ever pray.
{Here follow 12,735 signatures?)

[at]
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NEW SOUTH WAIiES.

LANDS FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES ACQUISITION ACT.
(LANDS RESUMED FOR WATER SUPPLY, GOULBURN; IMPROVEMENTS, LAKE MACQUARIE; WATER
SUPPLY, SYDNEY j GENERAL POST OFFICE, SYDNEY.)

Iltcscnt&b to

imnswant to Jtct 44 ‘Sir. |I.o, 16, s.cr. 6.

NOTIFICATION OF RESUMPTION OF LAND UNDER

U VICTORIA, No. 16.
Nsw South Wales, ) By His Eicellency The Right Honor*
to wit.
) able Sir Augustus William Fredebick
Spencer Loftus (commonly called Lord
Augustus Loftus), Knight Grand
(l.s.)
Cross of the Most Honorable Order
Augustus Lottes, of the Bath, a Member of Her Majesty’s
Governor. Most Honorable Privy Council, Gover
nor and Commander-In-Chief of the
Colony of New South Wales and its
dependencies.

road north 24 minutes west 7 chains 72 links; thence by a line
north 89 degrees 36 minutes east 6 chains 82 links; thence
south 31 degrees 1 minute east 12 chains 63 links to the said
northern boundary of the Wheo and Goulbum Road ; thenoe
by that boundary north 77 degrees west 13 chains 63 links to
the point of commencement,—containing 8 acres 3 roods 18
perches, and said to be in the possession and occupation of the
Bishop of Goulbum.
In witness whereof I have hereunto sot my Hand and
caused the Great Seal of the Colony to be hereto
affixed, at Government House, Sydney, this third
day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and eighty-two, and in the forty-sixth
year of Her Majesty’s Reign.

Whereas I, the Governor aforesaid, with the advice of the
Executive Council of the said Colony, have duly sanctioned
the carrying out of certain worts for and in connection with
the supply of water to the City of Goulbum, for and towards
the completion of which said worts public funds arc available
under the provisions of the “Appropriation Act of 1879;”
and whereas the lands (hereinafter described arc required for
the construction of the said worts : Now I, the Governor of
the said Colony, with the advice of the Executive Council of the
said Colony, in pursuance of the powers in this behalf given to or
vested in me by the "Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition
Act,” do by this notification, published in the Gazette and in a
newspaper, that is to say, in the “ Goulbum Herald,” circulated
in tbc Police District wherein the said lands arc situated, declare
that the lands hereinafter described, have been resumed for the
public purposes hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, for and in
connection with the supply of water to the ^said City of Goul*
burn, to the intent that, upon the publication of this notification
in the Gazctto, the legal estate in the said lands shall forthwith
be vested in the Minister for Public Works and hie successors,
on behalf of Her Majesty for the purpose of .the said last■•montionod Act, for an estate of inheritance in fee simple in
possession, freed and discharged from all trusts, obligations,
estate, interests, contracts, charges, rates, rights-of-way, or other
easements whatsoever ; and to the intent, further, that the legal
-estate therein, together with all powers, incident thereto or
conferred by the said Act, shall he vested in the said Minister
■ as a trustee with the powers stated in the said last-mentioned
Act. And I declare, that the following is the description of
the lands hereinbefore referred to, that is to say ; —
All that piece or parcel of land situate in the parish of Goul
bum, at Goidburn, county of Argyle, and Colony of New South
Wales, part of portions 143,142, and 141; Commencing at the
intersection of the eastern boundary of a reserved road 1 chain
wide with the northern boundary of the road from Goulbum to
Wheo, being the south-western comer of the said portion 143,
and hounded thence by the said eastern boundary of reserved
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By His Excellency’s Command,

JOHN LACKEY.
GOD SAVE THE Q.HEEN !

NOTIFICATION OF RESUMPTION OF LAND UNDER
44 VICTORIA, No. 16.

New South Wales, ) By His Excellency The Right Honorable
to wit,
j Sir Augustus William Frederick
Spencer Loftus (commonly called Lord
Augustus Loftus), Knight Grand
Cross of the Most Honorable Order of
the Bath, a Member of Her Majesty’s
Most Honorable Privy Council, GoverGovernor, nor and Commander-m-Ohief of the
'•
Colony of New South Wales and its
Dependencies.

(l.s.)
Augustus Loftus,
,

t

Whereas, I, the Governor aforesaid, with the advice of
the Executive Council of the said Colony, have duly eanctioued the carrying out of certain works for and in connection
with improvements to the harbour of Lake Macquarie, in the
said Colony, for and towards the completion of which said
works public funds are available under the provisions of the
"Public Works Loan Act of 1881,” and whereas the lands
hereinafter described are required for the construction of the
said works: Now I, the Governor of the said Colony, with the
advice of the Executive Council of the said Colony, in pursu
ance of the powers in this behalf given to or vested in mo by
the “ Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act,” do, by this
notification published in the Gazette and in a newspaper, that
is to soy, in the “ Newcastle Morning Herald and Minors’
Advocate,” circulated in the Police District wherein the said
lands are situated, declare that the lands hereinafter dccribcd
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have been resumed for the public purposes hereinafter
mentioned, that is to say, for and in connection with the
improvements to the said harbour of Late Macquarie, to the
intent that, upon the publication of this notification in the
Gazette, the legal estate in the said lands shall forthwith he
vested in the Minister for Public Works and his successors, on
behalf of Her Majesty, for the purpose of the said lastmentioned Act, for an estate of inheritance in foo simple in
possession, freed and discharged from all trusts, obligations,
estate, interests, contracts, charges, rales, rights-of-way, or
other casements whatsoever ; and to the intent further that the
legal estate therein, together with all powers incident thereto
or conferred by the said Act, shall be vested in the said
Minister as a trustee with the powers stated in the said lastmentioned Act: And I declare that the following are the
descriptions of the lands hereinbefore referred to, that is to
say:—
All that allotment or parcel of land in the Colony of New
South Wales, containing by admeasurement 35 perches, be the
same more or less, situated in the county of Northumberland,
parish of Kahiba, and village of Kuhiba, being allotment
No. 4 of section No. 3 :
Commencing on the south
eastern side of Victoria-street, at the northern corner of allot
ment 3, and bounded thence on the north-west by that
street north-easterly one chain six links ; on the north-east by
the south-western boundary-line of allotment fi south
easterly at right angles lo Victoria-street two chains and thirty
links bo the iniet to Lake Macquarie; on the south by that
inlet westerly to the eastern comer of allotment 3 aforesaid ;
and on the south-west by the north-eastern boundary-line, of
that allotment north-westerly at right angles to Victoria-street
1 chain eighty links, to the point of commencement,—and
said to he in the possession and occupation of J. Thome.
Noth.—Thcdeseriptionin the above notification is in correction
of the description contained in the notification which was
published in the Government Gazette, No. 118, of the 17th
March, 1882, tho correction being as to the area and the
length of the lost bearing.

powers incident thereto or conferred by the said Act, shall ho
vested in the said Minister as a trustee with the powers stated
in the said last-mentioned Act: And I declare that the follow
ing is the description of the land hereinbefore referred to, that
is to say:
All that piece or parcel of land situate in the parish of
Alexandria, county of Cumberland, and Colony of New South
Wales, near the City of Sydney, and So the Municipal Borough
of Wnvcrley, being part of the 27 acres 2 roods 10 perches,
known as Wnyerley Park : Commencing at a point on the
southern boundary of Waverley-street, distant easterly 1 chain
75 links from its intersection with tho eastern boundary of
Paul-strcct (being the north-western corner of tho said
Waverley Park), and hounded thence by a line southerly
G chains 6i links; thence westerly at right angles to the last
described line, 1 chain 75 links to the western boundary of the
said Waverley Park ; thence by that boundary southerly d-chains;
thence by a line at right angles, to tho lost described boundary
easterly 4 chains; thence again at righ tangles northerly, 4clmins ;
thence again at right angles westerly 1 chain 75 links ; thonco
at right angles to the last described line and parallel to tho
first described line northerly 6 chains Gfc links to the southern
boundary of Waverley-street aforesaid; thence by that
boundary' westerly 60 links to the point of commencement,—
containing 1 acre 3 roods 24-i perches, and said to be held in
trust by the Borough Council of Waverley for public purposes,
in pursuance of notification which appeared in the Government
Gazette, dated the 18th June, 1880.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my Hand and
caused (he Great Seal of the Colony to be hereto
aflixed, at Government House, Sydney, this third
day of January, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred ond eighty-three, and in tho
forty-sixth year of Her Majesty’s Reign.
By His Excellency’s Command,
JOHN LACKEY.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my Hand and
caused tho Great Seal of the Colony to be hereto
affixed at Government House, Sydney, this twentieth
day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and eighty-two, and in the fortysixth year of Her Majesty’s Beign.
By His Excellency’s Command,
JOHN LACKEY.
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN!

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN!

NOTIFICATION OP RESUMPTION OE LAND UNDER
44 VICTORIA, No. 16.

New South Wales,') By His Excellency The Right Honorable
to wit.
j Sir Augustus William Eeedebick
Stekcie Loftus (commonly called Lord
Augustus Loftus), Knight Grand Cross
(l.s.)
of the Most Honorable Order of the
Augustus Loftus, Bath, a Member of Her Majesty’s Most
Governor, Honorable Privy Council, Governor and

NOTIFICATION OE RESUMPTION OE LAND UNDER

Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of
New South Wales and its Dependencies.

44 VICTORIA, No. 16.

Whereas I, the Governor aforesaid, with the advice of tho
New South Waxes, l By His Excellency the Right Honorable
to wit.
j Sir Augustus Wiiiaoc Fkeheeick
Stexcek Loftus (commonly called
■
Lord Augustus Lomrs), Knight Grand
(l.s.)
Cross of the Most Honorable Order of the
AUGUSTUS LoPius, Bath, a Member of Her Majesty’s Most

Executive Council of the said Colony have duly sanctioned
the carrying out of certain works for and in connection with
the building and erection of the General Post Office in
Sydney in the said Colony, for and towards the completion
of which said works public funds arc available; And whereas
the land hereinafter described is required for the construction
Goeerreor. Honorable Privy Council, Governor and
of the said works : Now I, the Goremor of the said Colony,
Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of
with the advice of the Executive Council of the said Colony, in
pursuance of (he powers in this behalf given to or vested in mo
.
New South Wales and its Dependencies.
tho " Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, ” do, by
Whereas I, the Governor aforesaid, with tho advice of the by
tins notification published in the Gazette and in a newspaper
Executive^ Council of tho said Colony, have duly sanctioned
that is lo say, in.the “ Sydney Slorning Herald ” circulatecl in
the carrying out of certain works for and in connection
tho Police Distrid. wherein the said land is situated, declare
With the supply of water to the City of Sydney and its suburbs that the land hereinafter described has been resumed for
in the said Colony, for and towards the completion of which
the public purposes hereinafter mentioned, that is to say,
said works public funds are available under the provisions of
for and in connection with (he building and erection of the
tho "Public Works Loan Act of 1879,” and whereas the land
General Post Office in SydntW in the said Colony, to the intent
hereinafter described is required for the construction of the said
that upon the publication of this notification in the Gazette,
works : Now 1, the Governor of the said Colony, with the
the legal estate in f|ie said land shall forthwith be vested in the
advice of the Executive Council of the said Colony, in pursuance
Minister for Public Works and’ his successors, on behalf of Ilaf
of the powers in this behalf given to or vested in me by the
Majesty, for the purpose of the said last-mentioned Act, for (IB
“Lands for Public Purposes Acquisitiou Act;,” do, by this
estate of inheritance in fee siiAple in possession, freed and (lienotification published in the Gazette and in a aewspappr, that
charged from all trusts, obligations, citato, interests, contrncte,
is to say in the " Sydney Morning Herald,” circulated in the
charges, rates, rights-of-way, or other casements whatsoever,
police district wherein tho said land is situated, declare that
and to the intent further that the legal estate therein, together
the land hereinafter described has been appropriated or resumed
with all powers incident thereto, or conferred by the said Act,
for the public purposes hereinafter mentioned, that is te »av,
shall be vested in the said Minister as a Trustee with tho
for and in connection with the supply of water to the said City
powers stated in the said last-mentioned Act: And I declare that
of Sydney and its suburbs, to the intent that, upon the pub
the following is the description of the land hereinbefore referred
lication of this notification in the Gazette, the legal estate in
to that is to say :—
the said land shall forthwith be vested in the Minister for
Public Works and his successors, on behalf of Her Majesty,
All that piece or parcel of land situated in the county of
for the purpose of the said last-mentioned Act, for an estate of
Cumberland, parish of St. James, City of Sydney, area 20/,,'i„
inheritance in fee simple in possession, freed and discharged
perches: Commencing on the eastern building-line of Georgofrom all trusts, obligations, estate, interest*, contracts, charges,
etrcct, at the south-western corner of tho General Post Office,
rates, rights-of-way, or other easements whatsoever, and to tho
and bounded thence on the west by part of the said building
intent, further, that tho legal estate therein, together with all
line bearing south 4 degrees 17 minutes east (magnetic) 49^

3
Jinks; thence on part of the south by a line bearing north 85 ., links ; thenee on the remainder of the east by a line hearing
degrees 44 minutes east (magnetic) 20-^ links j thenee on
north 3 degrees 49 minutes west (magnetic) 29-^ links, to the
part of tho east by a line bearing north 4 degrees 16 minutes
southern side of the General Post OtHce aforesaid ; thence on
•west (magnetic) -^u of a link ; again on the south by a line
tho north by part of that side of the General Post Office,
bearing north 85 dcgrees44 minutes east (magnetic) 53-&b links;
being lines bearing south 87 degrees 53 minutes west (magnetic)
again on the east by a line bearing north 4 degrees 16 minutes
165^*5 links, and south 85 degrees 26 minutes west (magnetic)
■west (magnetic)
of a link; again on the south by a line
93tuu links to the point of commencement.
bearing north 8S degrees 42 minutes east (magnetic) 81-,8Jb
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my Hand and
links; again on the oast by a line bearing north 2 degrees 15
caused tho Great Seal of the Colony to be hereto
minutes west (magnetic) -fUU of a link ; again on tho south by
affixed, at Government House, Sydney, this twentya line bearing north 87 degrees 45 minutes east (magnetic)
eighth day of 'February, in the year of our Lord one
89^'h links ; thence on the south-west by a line bearing south 38
thousand eight hundred and eighty-three, and in tho
degrees 9 minutes east (magnetic) S
links; thence on the
forty-sixth year of Her Majesty's Reign.
south-east by a line bearing north 73 degrees 3 minutes east
By His Excellency's Command,
(magnetic) 23 -((fg links; thence on the north-east by lines
HENRY COPELAND.
hearing north 36 degrees 253, minutes west (magnetic)
links, and north 39 degrees 5| minutes west (magnetic) 12-j-lj
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN!

Sydney : Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1683.
[3d,]
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liEGISIATIVE ASSEMBLY,

NEW SOUTH WALES.

NEWINGTON ESTATE, PARRAMATTA RITER
(LAND RESUMED AT, TOR ERECTION OF GUNPOWDER MAGAZINE.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 15 February, 1883.

RETURN to an Order of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South
Wales, dated 23rd January, 1883, That there bo laid upon the Table of this
House,—
“ (1.) Copies of notification of resumption of land, part of the Newington
“ Estate, Parramatta River, as published by command in the Gazette of
“ 22nd August, 1882.
“ (2.) Copies of all applications for compensation for land resumed under
“ notification of date referred to.
“ (3.) Copies of all letters or memorandums of valuations by the Govcrn“ ment Valuator.
“ (l.) Copies of all letters or memorandums of any Minister having
“ reference to any claims for land taken by the aforesaid notification.”
{Mr. Sutherland.)

SCHEDULE.
NO.
1.
2.
:t.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
i).
10.

TAGE.
Copy of notification of resumption of Innd ................................................................................................................................... ....................
2
Messrs. HoldsTvorth & Evans (Solicitors for Mr. Julm Wcthtrill) to the Secretaryfor Public Works.................................
2
Messrs. Boldswortli & Evuns (Solicitors for Mr. John Sutherland) to theSecretaryfor Public Works ..........................
3
Crown Solicitor to the Under-Secretary for Public Works, with enclosure..........................................................................................
3
Crown Solicitor to the Under-Sccrctary for Public Works, with enclosure................................................ ......... .........................
5
J. Y. Mills, Esq , to the Undcr-Sccretary for Public Works ....................................................................................................................
G
J. V. Mills, Esq., lo the Under-Secrclnry for Public Works..........................................................................................................................
6
Minute of the Colonial Treasurer on the preceding valuation....................................................................................................................
t>
Minute of the Colonial Treasurer...........................................................................................................................................
The Undcr-Sccretiiry for Finance and Trade fo Edward Wrench, Esq..................................................................................................
B
11. The Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade to Henry Gorman, Esq.................................................................................................... 7
12. Messrs. Holdsworth & Evans (Solicitors for Mr. John Wethcrill) tothe Under-Secretary forPublicWorks................. 7
13. Messrs. Holdsworth k Evans (Solicitors for Mr. John Sutherland)to the Under-Sccrctary for Public Works............
7
14. Messrs. Edward Wrench and Henry Gorman to tho Colonial Treasurer, with enclosure..........................................................
7

G
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NEWINGTON ESTATE, PARRAMATTA RIVER.

Notification of Resumption of Land under 44 Victoria, No. 16.
New South Waies, | By His Excellencytlie Right Honorable Sir Augustus'WilliamFuedeeickSpssceti

to wit.
) Loftus (commonly called Lord Augustus Loftus), Knight Grand Cross of the
(i..s.)
Most Honorable Order of the Bath, a Member of Her Majesty’s Most Honorable
Augustus Loftus, Privy Council, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of New South
Governor.
Wales and its Dependencies.
.
Whereas I, the Governor aforesaid, with the advice of the Executive Council of the said-Colony, have duly
sanctioned the carrying out of certain works for and in connection with the erection of a Magazine for the
Storage of Gunpowder and other explosives and certain buildings in connection therewith, for and towards
the completion of wliich said works public funds are available under the .provisions of the “ Appropriation
Act of 1882” : And whereas the lands hereinafter described arc required for the construction of the said
works: Now I, the Governor of the said Colony, with the advice of the Executive Council of the said
Colony, in pursuance of the powers in this behalf given to or vested in me by the “ Lands for Public Pur
poses Acquisition Act,” do by this notification published in the Gazette and‘in a newspaper, that is to say
in
Sydney Morning Herald, circulated in the Police District wherein the said lands are situated, declare
that the lands hereinafter described have been resumed for the public purposes hereinafter mentioned that
is to say, for and in connection with the erection of the said magazine for the storage of gunpowder and
other explosives, and the erection of other buildings in connection therewith, to the intent that upon the
u
011no6fication in the Gazette the legal estate in the said lands shall forthwith he vested in
the Minister for Public Works and his successors, on behalf of Her Majesty, for the purpose of the said
last-mentioned Act, for an estate of inheritance in fee simple in possession, freed and discharged from all
trusts, obligations, estate, interests, contracts, charges, rates, rights-of-way, or other casements whatsoever
and to the intent further that the legal estate therein, together with all powers incident thereto or con
ferred by the said Act, shall be vested in the said Minister as a trustee with the powers stated in the said
last-mentioned Act: And I declare that the following is a description of the lands hereinbefore referred
to, that is to say:—
i, a "H1 tIiat PleC0 or Parcel °f
situated in the county of Cumberland, parish of St. John, area
about 217 acres: Commencing at a stake on the high-water-mark of Homehush Bay, at the east extremity
ot the northern side of Blaxland-street, in the private sub-division of the Newington Estate • and
bounded thence by part of the northern side of that street being a line bearing north 73 decrees 32
minutes 10 seconds west 21 chains 50 links to the eastern side of Salisbury-street; thenee by part of that
side of Salisbury-street, being a line bearing north 1G degrees 21 minutes 40 seconds east 13 chains to
the northern side of Newington-street; thence by part of that side of Newington-street, being a line
bearing north 73 degrees 37 minutes 10 seconds west 22 chains to the eastern side of Jamieson-street ■
thence by part of that side of Jamieson-street, being a line hearing north 16 degrees 28 minutes 20
seconds east 19 chains 24/a links to the high-water-mark of Parramatta River; thence by that highwater-mark easterly to the north extremity of the western side of Northcote-street; thence by part of
that side of Northcote-street southerly till it meets a line parallel to the high-water-mark, of Parramatta
River aforesaid and 1 chain distant therefrom; thence by that line easterly to the northern side of
Lennox-street; thence by part of that side of Lenuox-street easterly to the western side of Ahercornstreet; thence by part of that side of Abercorn-street northerly till it meets a line parallel to liigh-water
mark aforesaid and 1 chain distant therefrom; thence by that line parallel to and 1 chain distant from
high-water-mark easterly, southerly, and south-westerly to the southern side of Newington-street afore
said; thence by part of that side of Newington-street easterly to high-water-mark aforesaid: and thence
by high-water-mark southerly to the point of commencement.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the Great Seal of the Colony to be
hereto affixed, at Government House, Sydney, this twenty-first day of August, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-two, and in the forty-sixth year of Her
Majesty’s Reign.
GOD SATE THE QUEEN!

JAMES WATSON,

No. 2.

$

Messrs. Holdsworth & Evans (Solicitors for Mr. John Wetherill), to The Secretary
for Public Works.
Sir’

„ „
,
,
„
■‘5> Pitt-street, Sydney, 11 December, 1882.
Referring to our application of the 7th ultimo, on behalf of Mr. John Wetlierill, lor compen
sation in respect of land resumed therein described, we shall feel obliged if yon will give the matter your
early attention, as our client is anxious to get it settled.
We have, &e,,
HOLDSWORTH & EVANS,
(Solicitors for the said Johh Wetherit.i),

--------B.C., 12/12/82, Powder Magazine.—J.R.

Papers with Treasury.—8/1/83.

per A. Parry Lokg.
To await their return.

No. 3.
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]STo. 3.

Messrs. Holdsworth & Evans (Solicitors for Mr. John Sutherland), to The Secretary
for Public Works.
Sir,

75; Pitfc-strcct, Sydney, 11 December, .1882.
_ Deferring to our application of the 7th ultimo, on behalf of the Hon. John Sutherland, for
compensation in respect of land resumed therein described, we shall feel obliged if you will give the
matter your early attention, as our client is anxious to get it settled.
We have, &c.,
■
HODDSWOKTH & EVANS,
(Solicitors for the said John Sutheelivnb),
_
per A. Pabhy Lono.
B.C., 12/12/82, Powder Magazine.—J.E.

Papers with Treasury. To await their return.—8/1/83

No. 4
The Crown Solicitor to The Under Secretary for Public Works.
Land at Newington—Claim of John Wetherill.
Crown Solicitor’s Office, Sydney, 14 December, 1SS2.
I have the honor to forward herewith notice of claim and abstract of Mr. John Wethcrill in
respect of land resumed, at Newington.
The claim is made in respect of 26 acres 2 roods and 16 perches, in the parish of St. John and
county of Cumberland, said to bo part of the following Crown grants:—To Jno. Blaxland, 1,290 acres,
dated 24th April, 1807; to Hy. Waterhouse, 25 acres, 1st May, 1797 ; to J. Shortland, 25 acres, dated
1st May, 1797; 80 acres, to J. Archer, dated 20th August, 1800.
By various deeds, and lastly by indenture, dated 10th January, 1877, and made between C. Newton
and D. J. McEwcn of the first part, J. Broomfield of the second part, and J. Wetlierill of the third part,
the land became vested in J. WetherilL
1 am unable to say whether the land above described forms part of the land resumed, that being a
matter for a surveyor to decide, hut assuming such to be the case, I think that Mr. Wetherill may be
dealt with as to the amount of compensation to he paid.
I have, &c.,
JOHN WILLIAMS,
Crown Solicitor.
Sir,

1

[Enclosure.']
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[Enclosure]
Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, 41 Yic, No. 16.
First Schedule.

Notice of Claim and Abstract.
To the Crown Solicitor,—
In pursuance of tho “Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act,” and of the enactments therewith incor
porated, I hereby give yon notice that I claim compensation in respect of the land hereunder described, which has been
resumed under the said Act. The amount of such claim, and other the particulars required by the said Act, are stated in
the subjoined Abstract.
Abstract.
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&---John Wetherill, All that piece or pa reel of land situated
of Sydney,
in the county of Cumberland parish of
draper, seised
St. John, area About 20 acres 2 roods
in fee simple,
10 perches: Commencing at a stake
in possession.
on the hh-water-mark of Homebush
Hay, at the eastern extremity of the
northern side of niaxland-street in the
private subdivision of the Newington
Estate ; and bounded thence by part
of the northern side of that street
being a line bearing about north 73
degrees 32 minutes west 1G0 links to
tho eastern side of Salisbury-street;
thence by part of that side of Salisbury-strect, lieing a line bearing about
north IC degrees 22 minutes east 1,200
links to the southern side of Newing
ton-street at the north-western corner
of section 84 of the Newington Estate
subdivision aforesaid, thence by the
southern side of Newington-street,
being a Jine bearing about south 73
degrees 32 minutes east about 2,420
Iniks till it meets the high-water-mark
of Homebush Bay aforesaid; thence
by that high-water-mark southerly to
the point of commencement, c\clu
sivcly of that part of Abcrcom-strcct
shown on the plan of the subdivision
of the Newington Estate as dividing
section S3 from section S4. Also, all
that piece or parcel of land situated as
above, area about 40 acres: Commen
cing at the northern extremity of the
eastern side of Jamison-street, in the
private subdivision of the Newington
Estate, at its intersection with the
high-water-mark of the Parramatta
Hirer ; and bounded thence by part of
that side of Jamison-street aforesaid,
being a line bearing atxmb south 16
degrees 23 minutes west 1,924,^ links
to the northern side of Newingtonstreet; thonce by part of that side
being a line bearing about south 73
degrees 37 minutes east 2,100 links to
the western side of Salisbury-street at
the south-eastern corner of section 98 of
the Newington sub-divtsion ; then bv
part of the western side of Salisburystreet aforesaid, being a line bearing
about north 16 degrees 22 minutes east
2,100 links to the southern side of
Lennox-street; thenee by part of that
side, lieing a line bearing about north
73 degrees 37 minutes west 1,100 links
to the western side of Northcotestreet, thence by part of that side
northerly till it meets the high-water
mark of the 1'arramatta River afore
said ; thence by that high-water mark
line westerly, to the point of com
mencement: Exclusively of that part
of King-street and that part of
Northcote-street shown on the plan of
Newington Estate as dividing sections
98, 97, and 104 from each other.

6th November, 1882.

Nil,

Owner,

E^CS.
^Bl?g
w ‘3 S ^ £
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The amount
claimed for
value of proixjrtv is
£5,300.

Dates and other
short particulars of
documents of title.
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The documents of Holdsworth &.
title are set forth
Evans,
in a certain inden Solicitors,
ture dated 2ftth
75 PlttrSt.,
August,
1879,
Sydnej'.
between
John
Wetherill of one
part* and Her
Most
Gracious
Majesty
Queen
Victoria of other
part, registered
IGth September,
1879, No. SOI,
book 194.

JOHN WETHERILL,
Pitt-street, Sydney.

Received 8th November, /S2.
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No. 5.
The Crown Solicitor to The Under-Secretary for Public Works.
Land at Newington—Claim of John Sutherland.
Sir)

Crown Solicitor’s Office, Sydney, 14 December, 1882.
T hare the honor to forward herewith notice of claim and abstract of Mr. John Sutherland,
in respect of land resumed at Newington.
_
*
Tho claim is made in respect of 130 acres of land in the county of Cumberland and parish of
St. John, said to be part of the following Crown grants, viz., to John Blaxland of 1,290 acres, dated 24th
April, 1807 ; to Hy. "Waterhouse, of 25 acres, dated 1st May, 1797 ; to J. Shortland, 25 acres, dated 1st
May, 1797; 80 acres, to J. Archer, dated 20th August, 1800. By various deeds, and lastly hy indenture
dated the 10th January, 1877, made between C. Newton and D. J. Mc'Bwen of thefirst part, J. Broomfield
of the second part, and .lohn Wetherill of the third part, the land became vested in J. Wetherill, who, hy
indenture, dated the 8th November, 1881, made between J. Wetherill of one part, and J. Sutherland of
other part, registered 14th November, 1881, No. 677, Book 233, conveyed lots 99,100,120, 102,101, 111,
and 109, of the Newington estate to J. Sutherland.
_
I am unable to say whether the land above-described forms part of the land resumed, that being a
matter for a Surveyor to determine, but assuming such to he the case, I think that Mr. Sutherland may
he dealt with as to the amount of compensation to he paid.
I have, &c.,
JOHN WILLIAMS,
Mr. Mills, B.C., 16/12/82.—J.E.
Crown Solicitor.

[Enclosure^
Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, 44 Vic. No. 16.
First Schedule.

Notice of Claim and Abstract.
To the Crown Solicitor,—
In pursuance of the " Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act,” and of the enactments therewith incor
porated, I hereby give you notice that I claim compensation in respect of the land hereunder described, which has been
resumed under the said Act. The amount of such claim, and other the particulars required by the said Act, are stated in
the subjoined Abstract.
Abstract.
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JohnSuthcrtanil, All that piece or parcel of laud situated
in the county of Cumberland, pimsh of
of Sidney* a
St. John, area about ISO acres, more
Member of the
or less i Commencing at the intersec
Legislative
tion of the eastern sido of AbercomCouncil, seized
strect, in the private subdivision of
in fee simple,
the Newington Estate, with a line
in possession.
parallel to the high-ivatcr*inark of
the Parramatta River, and 100 links
distant therefrom , thence by that line
mrallel to and 100 links distant from
iiigh<WAter-m&rk easterly, southerly,
and so\ith-w cstorly to the northern Bide
nf Newington-street, in the subdivision
aforesaid ; thenoe hy part of that side,
being a line bearing about north 7^
degrees 37 mSmites, about 2,460 links
to the eastern side of Salisbury -street,
at the south-western corner of portion
ffl of tho Newington subdivision;
thence by part of the eastern side oi
Salisbury-street aforesaid, being: a line
hearing about north 10 degrees 22
minutes cast 2,100 links to the southern
Bide of Lennox-street; thenee bj pari
of that Bide, being a line Iwarlng about
ponth 73 degrees 37 minutes east 1,100
links to the eastern side of Abercornstreet aforesaid ; thence by that side
norbherlv, to the point of coimncnoemoiit: Exclusively of such parts oi
Abercorn-street,
Homobusn-strcet,
•street, and Lennox-street,
shown on plan oi Newington Estate,
a<$ intersecting the land included with
in the boundaries aforesaid.

Oth November, 1882.
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Tho ai nouut
claimed for
value of
property is
£6,500.

Dates and other
short particulars of
documents of title.
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The documents of Holdsworth 65
Evans,
title set forth m a
solicitors,
certain indenture
76 Pitt-st.,
dated 29 August,
Sydney.
1879,
Ijctwcen
John W ctherill, of
one part, and Her
Most
Gracious
Majesty
Queen
Victoria, of other
part, regiBtercd
Iflth September,
1879, No. 801,
book 104: convey
ance dated 8th
November, 1881,
tho said John
Wethcrill to John
Sutherland, regdutcredlilh Novem
ber, 1SS1, No. 577,
book 233,

JOHN SUTHERLAND,
76, Abercrombie-street, Sydney.

Received 8th Nov,, /82.—J.W.

No. 6.
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No. 6.
J. Y. Mills, Esq., to The Under-Secretary for Public Works.
Sir
T ,
,, ,
,
,
T , Laii'l
Booms, 114, Pitt-sfc., Sydney, 4 January, 1883.
r
, ■ , J w 510 \0,1]01’to r°Port th.at1 h?ve inspected the portion of the land resumed at Newington
for which Mr. Wetherill has sent in a claim of £5,300, being sections S3, 84, 97, 98, 103, and 104 oi the
subdivision of the Newington Estate, Parramatta Kivcr, comprising 60 acres 2 roods 16 perches.
.. . TlA?™er *'ie c,flim ? thir and reasonable one, and recommend that the sum of £5,360 be paid to
Mr. Wetherill as compensation for the land taken.
I have, &c.
F
_

1 j! Y.' MILLS.

No. 7.
J. Y, Mills, Esq., to The Under-Secretary for Public Works.
Sir' T,
., .
.
Land Sale Booms, 114, Pit.Utreet, Sydney, 3 January, 1882.
nr r i
\faTe fch» honor to report that I have gone over and inspected the property comprised in
Mr. John Sutherland s claim for compensation for the following lands, at the junction of the Parramatta
itiver and Jiasiem s Greek, resumed by the Government, vr/.:—Sections 99,100,101, 102 109 110 111
and 120, of the subdivision of the Newington Estate with the intersecting streets, comprising about 130
acres,_ and estimate that the amount claimed is fair and reasonable, and recommend that the sum of £G 500
be paid to Mr. John Sutherland.
j |}ftve
’
--------’ J. Y. MILLS.
m 1 lmr-lol'st“d
resumed for a powder magarine, and the papers may he forwarded to
the Treasury. J.K., 4/1/83,13.C. The Under-Secretary for Tinance and Trade,
4.1

No. 8.
Minute of the Colonial Treasurer on the preceding Valuation.
Tins claim appears to me, notwithstanding Mr. Mills' statement to the contrary, simply absurd.
BecentJy i could have purchased this land for £25 per acre, but declined it, as I did not consider it worth
anything like this. This claim, and also that of Mr. Sutherland’s, to which these remarks also apply,
should be resisted.—JAY., 4/1/83
The Under-Secretary for Public Works.—G.E., 5/1/83, B.C.

No. 9.
Minute of the Colonial Treasurer.
In view of the strong protest of my predecessor, I submit these papers
to the Cabinet for advice.—
G.K.D., 15/1/83.
The Cabinet recommends that a further valuation by two persons be taken.—A.S., 15/1/83.
Bequest Messrs. Wrench (of Richardson & Wrench) and Gorman (of Hardie & Gorman) to
make a valuation and to send in joint report.—G.E.D., 18/1/83.
Mr. Boss,—Write the necessary letters to-day.—J.T,, 18/1/83.

Done.—M.E., 18.

No. 10.
The Under-Secretary for Einance and Trade to E. Wrench, Esq.
Sir,

_
_
The Treasury, New South Wales, Sydney, 18 January, 1883.
I am directed hy the Colonial Treasurer to request that, in association with Mr. Henry Gorman,
of Messrs. Hardie & Gorman, you will make valuations of the following lands, namely :—
(1.) GG acres 2 roods 1G perches of land at Newington, Parramatta, being sections 83, 84, 97, 98,
103, and 104 of the subdivision of the Newington Estate.
(2.) About 130 acres of land at the junction of the Parramatta Eivcr and Haslem’s Creek, being
section 99, 100, 101, 102, 109, 110, 111, and 120 of the subdivision of the Newington
Estate with the intersecting streets.
It will of course be understood by you that a separate valuation is required for each of the lands.
A joint report is required.
A resumption proclamation will be found herewith.
I have, &e.,
JAMES THOMSON,
(For the Under-Secretary)-

No. 11.
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■ No. 11.
Tlie Umler-Secretary for Finance ami Trade to H. Gorman, Esq.
Sir,

_
The Treasury, New South Wales, Sydney, 18 January, 1883.
I am directed by the Colonial Treasurer to request that, in association with Mr. Edward
Wrench, of Messrs, Richardson A Wrench, you will make valuations of the following lands, namely :—
(1.) 66 acres 2 roods 16 perches of land, at Newington, Parramatta, being sections S3, 84, 97,
98,103, and 104 of the subdivision of the Newington Estate.
(2.) About 130 acres of land at the junction of the Parramatta River and Haslem’s Creek, beiim
sections 99, 100,101, 102, 109, 110, 111, and 120 of the subdivision of the Newington
Estate, with tbo intersecting streets.
It will of course be understood by you that a separate valuation is required for each of the lands.
A joint report is required,
A resumption proclamation will be found herewith.
I have, Ac.,
JAMES THOMSON,
.
_______ __ _____________________
(For the Under-Sccrctary).

No. 12.
Messrs. Holdsworth & Evans to The Secretary for Public Works.
Ifc John WethcrilPs claim—Laud resumed at Newington.
Sir

,
^
75, Pitt-street, Sydney, 10 January, 1SS3.
^ Referring to our letters of the 7th November and the 11th December last, in respect of our
application on behalf of Mr. John Wetlierill for compensation for land resumed, we have the honor to
request that you will bo good enough to inform us what has been done in the matter, and when we may
expect a settlement.
We have, Ac.,
HOLDSWORTH A EVANS,
(Solicitors for the said Jons Wetitertli.),
n
--------Per A. Parrt Loxo.
The Under Secretary, Ac., Ac., Ac.
For Finance and Trade, B.C., 12/1/83.—J.R,

No. 13.
Messrs. Holdsworth & Evans to The Secretary for Public Works.
He John Sutherland, M.P.’s claim—Land resumed at Newington.
S’L
.
^
75, Pitt-street, Sydney, January 10, 1883.
,
Referring to our letters of the 7th November and the 11th December last, in respect of our
application for compensation on behalf of the Hon. John Sutherland for land resumed, we have the
honor to request that you will he good enough to inform us what has been done in the matter, and when
we may errpect a settlement.
We nave, Ac.,
HOLDSWORTH A EVANS,
(Solicitors for the said John Shtheriahd),
--------Per A. Parry Losu.
Tho Under-Secretary, Ac., Ac., Ac. For Finance and Trade, B.C—J.R., 12/1/83.
■

No. 14.
Messrs. E. Wrench and H. Gorman to The Colonial Treasurer.
98, Pitt-street, Sydney, 27 January, 1883.
In accordance with your instructions, we have the honor to enclose herewith valuation of two
parcels of laud situate on the Parramatta River, resumed by the Government for the purpose of carrying
out certain works for, and in connection with, the erection'of a magazine for the storage of gunpowder
and other explosives, our fee for which is fifty guineas (£52 10s.).
°
We have, Ac.,
E. WRENCH.
------------------HT. GORMAN.
{Enclosure:,']
93, Pitt-street, Sydney, 27 Janiinvy, 18S3.
VALUATION ot two parcels of freehold_land resumed by tho Government for tho purpose of carrying out certain works
for, and in connection with, tho erection of a magazine for the storage of gunpowder nnd other explosives, containing
respectively 66 acres 2 roods and 16 perches, nnd about 130 acres, being portions of the Newington Estate, Parramatta Kiver
made for and by order of the Honorable the Colonial Treasurer,—
'
Area, 66 acres 2 roods and 16 perches.—This portion of land comprises sections 83, 84, 97,
98, 103, and 104 of the sub-division of the Newington Estate, as well as the roads, 1 chain
wide, separating each section from the other. We estimate the present market value of this
land at the sum of three thousand four hundred and forty pounds....................................................
£3 440 O 0
Area, about 130 acres.—This land lies at and about tho junction of the Parramatta Eivcr with
'
Haslam’s Creek, and has an extensive river frontage. It comprises sections 99,100, 101,102,
109, 110, 111, and 120 of the sub-division of the Newington Estate, and the roads, about 16
acres additional, separating the several sections. We estimate the present market value of
this land at the sum of four thousand eight hundred and seventy pounds........................................... • 4,870 0 0
Together making a total of....................................................

£8,310

O

E. WHENCE,
H. etOEMAN.

[6A]

Sydney;: Thomas Richards, Government Rrintor.—1SSS,
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1883.
Legislative Assembly.

NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

COLONIAL WINES.
(PETITION FOE REDUCTION OP LICENSE PEE, &c.—WINEGROWERS OP THE NORTHERN DISTRICT.)

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 4 April, 1SS3.

The Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled.
The Petition of the undersigned, resident Winegrowers and others in the Northern District,-itHumbly Showeth :—
-mr i
at) a mectil,S
Winegrowers, held at Cohen’s Hotel, West Maitland, on the 22nd
March, 1883, a number of resolutions were agreed to, which axe embodied in the following Petition
_ Winegrowers have expended much capital and time in the culture of the vine in this Colony,
having been directly encouraged and instigated to do so from time to time by the Government and
leading men. They have had great difficulties to contend with, hardships to encounter; and although
they have succeeded in producing wines which rival any in the Old World in excellence they have failed
until very lately in getting remunerative returns.
.To do this it is above all things necessary for them to have a free home-market for their produce.
Experience has repeatedly shown them that they cannot dispose of it through the public-houses, probably
because the tastes of those who frequent those places are in favour of beer and ardent spirits. If they
cannot sell on their vineyards, and through the wine-shops, they cannot sell at all.
. The Licensing Act of 1881 does not permit winegrowers dwelling more than 100 yards from a
public road to hold a license, but at the same time it renders a winegrower selling less than two gallons
liable to all tbe fines and penalties of a sly grog-seller. The cost of a wine license under the existing
Act lias thrown many poor men who gained a livelihood under the 11 Colonial Wine Act of 1S7G,” with
a license fee of one pound, out of that employment.
.Your Petitioners therefore pray that winegrowers may he permitted to sell the produce of their
own vineyards in quantity of not less than a reputed quart bottle, not to be drunk on the premises,
without a license; and further, that the license fee may be reduced to an annual fee of one pound, as
heretofore.
And your Petitioners, as in duly hound, will ever pray.
[Sere follow 336 signatures.']

131/-j
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Legislative Assemelt.

NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

BORDEAUX WINE EXHIBITION.
(TWO REPORTS UPON REPRESENTATION OP THE COLONY AT.)

Ordered ly the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 10 April, 1883.

The Representative Commissioner for Now South Wales at the Bordeaux Wine
Exhibition to The Colonial Secretary.
My dear Mr. Stuart;,
Chambers, Wentworth Court, 8 February, 1883.
I hep; to enclose you a Progress Report banded to me by Mr. Bonnard when I was at Bordeaux
in November. I think it may prove of some interest, and possibly you may think right to lay it on the Table
of the House for public information; at any rate I now place it at your disposal, to do with it what you
deem fit.
Believe me, <fcc.,
EREDK. M. DARLET.

Report to the Honorable E. M. Earley, Q.C., M.L.C., Representative Commissioner.
Bordeaux, 4i November, 1882.
I have the honor to submit to you the following summary report and account of expenditure
which I have deemed my duty to prepare for your information, on the occasion of the distribution of
awards, before tho closing of the Bordeaux Exhibition.
I arrived in Bordeaux, in accordance with instructions, on tbo 1st May, 1882. I put myself at
once in communication with tbe Managing Committee of the Societe Philomathique, giving them notice
of your Commission and of my appointment to act here respectively on behalf of Now South Wales.
The building intended for the exhibition of wines was ready for tho distribution of space towards
the end of May, and the ground allowed to New South Wales was definitively handed to me on the 1st
of .Tune. I called for tenders for the erection of our Court, and in due course made tho necessary
contracts, dealing always with people on the respectability of whom no doubts were to be had.
_ _
Not having been provided with any instructions as to the amount at the credit of the Commission,
nor as to the way in which such credit should be spent, I had to act according to my own judgment; and
I endeavoured to carry out my mission with credit to the loading Colony of Australia, taking care that
its prestige should not suffer, and its importance made to appear otherwise than as great as it is; at the
same time acting as economically ns circumstances would allow.
_
The various exhibits sent from our Colony reached Bordeaux in good time, and generally in very
good condition, with the exception of a few cases, for which the Department of tho Agent-General in
London was so good as to take the initiative of reserving the rights of the exhibitors, and prefer claims
which have been since successfully sustained.
_
The wines in casks received every necessary earo, a cellar being provided by the Societe Philomathique for its reception. The samples in bottles wore also properly looked after, carefully numbered, and
stored systematically in the same cellar.
_
After being postponed several times, tbe opening of the Exhibition did finally take place with
great celaf, on tbc 20th of .Tune, 1882, under the presidency of Mona. Leon Say, member of the then
Government of the Republic, in presence of a very great concourse of high French and foreign officials,
and of the inhabitants of tbe city of Bordeaux and its surrounding districts. Great and numerous
official receptions and other festivities took place on that occasion.
'
The New South Wales Court was on that day quite completed, and since then no alteration of
any importance has been made to its general appearance, whiled: additions have been constantly going
on in the surrounding Courts. Wo hnd every reason to be satisfied with tbe extent and situation of tbe
ground allowed to the Colony.
_
I hope, as you wore present at the time of the opening of the Exhibition, you will concur with me
when saying that the Court of New South Wales in particular, and the whole of the British Sections in
general, have produced a very good impression in our favour on the people of this part of France, and on
tho numerous visitors who came from Spain and Portugal. The Minister and the most distinguished
personages of his suite were received by you, and they paid special attention to our Court.
343—A
Since
Sir,
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Since the opening day, I am proud to eay, the Australian Courts—and amongst the whole of the
wine building, the Victorian Court in particular being one of the most attractive—have been very much
admired, and always well frequented hy the general public, whilst great interest has been at all times
evinced towards the progresses so rapidly made hy each Colony, and more especially by New South
"Wales : descriptive maps, statistical tables, photographic views of which were exposed to the public, every
useful information on the Colony, Its vineyards and wines, and other industries, being also provided to the
public by books, newspapers, personal explanations, and in every other way which appeared to me likely
to be most effective, either in or out of the Exhibition.
I did avail myself as much as possible of my presence in Bordeaux to gather every information
required hy the Government of the Colony on behalf of the colonists and exhibitors. I regret to have
to say that the weather this year has been very unpropitious, tbe vintage very poor and inferior, and the
state of the vineyards very discouraging to the owners, tho phylloxera, the mildew, the autraclmose, the
rainy and cold weather rendering wine-growers very shy of inviting strangers : further, I was very seldom at
liberty to absent myself from Bordeaux or from the Exhibition for any length of time.
I had to attend to numerous daily interviews every day either lo give or receive communications,
and several times every week I was busy at the cellar, either superintending the care given to the wines
in bulk, or offering samples to the tasting of every person in a situation lo appreciate them.
_ I am glad to say that, in spite of often much unwillingness to express an opinion, tbe general im
pression made by our produce has on the whole been very favourable, and I feel fully convinced that so
far as quality goes, some of our colonial wines are almost equal, and have in fact been valued to the same
price as those of the southern part of France, and above those of Spain and Portugal. A market for
colonial tiew wines will he very easily secured at the present time in Bordeaux ; it is a mere question of
quantity, of price, of sufficient casks and materiel, of direct steam communications, and of active and
practical business management. The example of Hungary should always he retained before our colonists.
I^am pleased to say that, as a matter of fact, an important order for new wines has already been sent to
New South Wales, a satisfaction which no other Colony, so far as I know, has yet obtained. As to other
wines of some more age, I am satisfied from information received from various quarters that wo have
at this very moment a very good opening in the North of Europe, whilst for various kinds of somewhat
peculiar and different types, markets would bo at once found at Paris, and at Celtes, near Marseilles, for
what is called “operations.”
Lhave had a number of our exhibited wines chemically analysed, and I will he in a position, on my
return to the Colony, to point out to each exhibitor, in a, very precise manner, important particulars with
reference to the value and suitability of each wine exhibited here.
Although it has been really impossible lo me to visit as often as I wished as many vineyards and
other establishments which should be presented as models to our wine-growing and industrial colonists,
1 have taken many notes referring to the various paragraphs of the instructions from tbe Sydney Com
mittee, as approved by the Honorable the Colonial Secretary; but I must say that I 'am not personally
satisfied as yet with the results obtained so far; and it is my duty to state that, unless T am allowed to
remain hero for pursuing my studies for at least two or three months after the closing of the Exhibition,
and when I will have nothing else to do, I will not have bad the opportunity nor the time to see as
much as is expected from me, and as is necessary for the successful and useful carrying out of the wishes
of the Government, of the Committee and of tbc exhibitors. For instance, 1 have introductions to no less
a scientific leader than Mods. Pasteur himself ; and although I am expected at any time I shall choose to
go, 1 have not found the opportunity to interview that great man, of whose discoveries it is my duty to
make a special study. 1 may perhaps be allowed to state here, that the Government of Victoria" has
recently advised the Executive Secretary for that Colony to remain in Franco until the latter part of
January, 1883, on full salary; and I should be glad, for the sake of my mission, to be allowed the same
facilities, even on less favourable terms. Perhaps will you, sir, be good enough to consider whether it is
well or necessary for the interests of New South Wales that an extension of time bo granted to me.
The various officers of the Societe Philoraathique, presided over by Mons. Dancy, have been at all
times very courteous and kindly disposed towards this Office. Tho Vice-President, Mr. Larroudc, Chairman
of the International Section, has often proved and expressed the very best feelings for us; and if any
reserve as to the appreciation of the services rendered hy these gentlemen is to he made, it must also he
taken into account that they had each of them to attend at the same time to their private business, and
that an Exhibition conducted by a private Society cannot be managed on the same broad basis as one
conducted by a Government, nor with such prompt and perfect attention.
The Jury appointed by the Societe Philomathique for tasting wines began its operations early in
September. It was an International Jury, butwe had considerable difficulty to obtain a proper recognition
and the privilege of being represented on it. A letter sent by you personally to the Chairman of tho
Socictd Philomathique had an undoubted influence on tbe subsequent resolutions of the Wine Committee,
and we have also to thank the Imperial Government for its timely assistance through Her Majesty’s
Consulate in Bordeaux. In consequence of these energetic interventions, the Colony of New South
Wales and the sister Colonies secured the right of nominating cacli a member of the Jury.
Tho
Honorable the A gent-General, Sir Saul Samuel, K.C.M.G., supported also very firmly in London
the representations made by your Executive Secretary, to secure such a result on behalf of the colonial
exhibitors. The International Jury was presided over by the Honorable Senor Don Soriano Plasent,
Delegate of His Majesty tho King of Spain. The Colony ot New South Wales was represented and well
served by Mr. Maurice Tandonnet, one of the leading shipowners and merchants of Bordeaux. We had
thirty-one exhibitors and 189 exhibitsome of these being in duplicate (wood and bottles), and also in
addition a few samples of new wines, vintage of March, 1882. The highest awards to be granted are gold
medals. I have asked for a diploma of honor, special, to the most, successful exhibitor of Australia (and
who belongs to Now South Wales), but I cannot say yet whether it will he granted or not. Nothing is yet
at this very time definitely settled or positively known as to the awards made, nor even as to what the
nature of the awards is to be ; 1 am however Jed to believe that we have obtained five gold medals, nine
silver, eleven bronze, and two mentions, four only of our exhibitors being altogether unsuccessful, I
regret I am not in a position to give you officially the names of the successful exhibitors, but they will
be publicly proclaimed on the fith November instant.
The
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The Melbourne Argus lias offered a prize of 100 guineas fo the exhibitor of the best Australian
wine, exhibited at Bordeaux, and arrangements are now being made for the constitution of the special
Jury to be appointed by the several Agcnts-Greneral in London. Sir Saul having asked me to nominate
such jurymen to him. I intend, should yon approve of them, lo submit to the Honorable tho AgentGeneral the names of Messrs. Dubos Brothers as members of that Jury on behalf of Hew South
"Wales.
As instructed by tho Honorable Sir John Robertson, K.C.M.Gr., I have had, during my stay in
Bordeaux, printed in IVench, after translation of same from English into French by mo, 1,000 copies of
the colonial book, “ Hew South Wales in 1881,” with the statistical diagrams and tables, and also the
coloured description map of the Colony included in the Australian edition. I added to it such informa
tion special to the Bordeaux Exhibition of colonial Wines, and to our vineyards and wines, as I thought
would possibly increase the already great value of the work, for it is likely some long time will elapse before
such another opportunity is found to publish anything officially in Erench, with respect to the Colony, or
to the colonial wine industry and cultivation of the vine.
_ J- have also thought proper to have a small pamphlet on the Colony printed to the extent of 400
copies in Spanish, a great number of distinguished and leading Spanish people having visited our Exhibi
tion, and evinced tho greatest ignorance concerning our country, with the most sincere desire to receive
information on the same. I believed, further, that the Colony would certainly derive great benefit hy the
immigration of a number of Spanish people, who do not actually come to us, for want of information and
for not knowing where to obtain it.
The general complete want of information and absolute ignorance of the people about Australia
generally has been most surprising and vexatory to me, as a continental man ; at the same time I found
everyone anxious to be made aware of our existence and of our progresses. Several Heads of Departments
and of Governmental leading Schools have applied to me for numbers of copies of the book referred to,
and I have thought right to grant the same in proper hut limited quantities.
This book, “ New South Wales in 1881,” lias been discriminately distributed all over France, on
behalf of the Government of Hew South Wales, and in the name of the Honorable the Representative
Commissioner, and I have received many letters of acknowledgment and of thanks for same.
_ i The Societe de Geqgraphie Commercialo of Bordeaux has decided to publish with the report of the
sittings of the recent national Congress of Geography the two lectures I have delivered here ou Aus
tralia and Hew South Wales, and has asked permission to reproduce the map of the Colony from the
official book, a permission which 1 have granted very willingly. This report is to be printed to the extent
of 2,500 copies.
J
I may perhaps bo allowed to mention hero that a number of the Societes de Geographic de France
have asked me to repeat my lectures for thorn, especially in Marseilles, where the attention of every one is
now turned on the Australian Colonies, on account of the line of steamers about to connect this port
direct with Sydney at the end of the year 1882.
J have yet in hand about 100 1 rcnch copies of the map of the Colony, and 500 French copies of
statistical and comparative tables of the Australian Colonies ; and I now propose to your approval, to
offer the first to the Minister of Public Instruction of France, on behalf of the Government of tho
Colony, and to distribute the others to every Chamber of Commerce in France, Belgium, aud othor French
speaking countries.
*
1 have had also two sets of photographic views of the Colony, coming from tho Sydney Govern
ment Printing Office, handsomely bound, for presentation to such distinguished personages as you may
think proper; and I intend to continue distributing our colonial book, copies of which should be properly
hound for presentation, amongst such learned Societies of France, from which we may expect in return
reports and information of interest to the Colony,
The work of this office has of late taken so mucli extension that I have been compelled to secure
permanent clerical assistance, for which I have given preference to a young English gentleman, of good
repute, and actually in want of employment in Bordeaux.
_
_ 1 have been advised that it was the intention of the Wine Trade Syndicate Chamber of Bordeaux to
interview you on the question of Customs Duties on Bordeaux wines in the Colony, or should your stay
in Bordeaux bo too limited, the Chamber will then send its address to the Government through this office.
The distribution of awards is to take place on Monday next, Gth of Hovember, with great ceremony,
under the presidency of Mons. Pierre Lcgrand, the present Minister of Commerce of the Republic of
France, hut the Exhibition itself will not close until the end of Hovember, if not later.
Tbe exhibits will then have to he removed or disposed of in some way. With the exception of one
or two exhibitors, who have communicated their wishes to me, through the Colonial Secretary’s Office,
I have as yet no instructions on the subject, but I hope to receive some hy one of the next incoming
mail steamers; should 1 however not sell our exhibits, I should propose lo reserve them for the forth
coming International Exhibition at Amsterdam, where our wines of a few years old will certainly receive
great appreciation.
I shall be happy to complete this part of this Report, should you require more particulars on any
special point.
EXPEHDITHRE.
Tho accounts herewith will be found a correct statement of all sums of money spent by me in
connection with the Exhibition of Colonial Wines on behalf of the Colony of New South Wales.
I found myself in the absolute necessity to slightly exceed the estimates originally submitted by
me to you; I have however kept as much as possible within the same limits, and as no instructions were
over given to mo on that subject, I presumed I was justified for acting according to my own judgment,
as long as I was conciliating the dignity of the Colony with its financial and all other interests. I was
anxious the Hew South Wales Court should be the best of the Australian Colonies and Foreign Countries,
as I am satisfied it has been ; and 1 hope that on this ground you will kindly approve of the expenditure
made, under the several paragraphs of the account annexed herewith.
1 must state, however, that some provision must be made for the payment of the rent of tho
grounds allowed hy the Societe Philomathique in the wine building, and for the use of the cellar pro
vided by the Committee, as mentioned in previous estimates.
Provision
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Provision will also have to be made for the expenses of removing exhibits, Customs dues on tho
samples, and such other charges, if any, in the event no sale should be effected here; for if the exhibits are
sold, as I believe they will be, tbc cost of their removing and the duties will be supported by the buyers.
I hope to recover part of the money spent for tho decoration of our Court, by reselling some
portion of the ornaments, otherwise I propose to send the same to the Honorable the Agent-Gen oral, for
being utilized, if possible, at the Fisheries Congress in London, or at the Amsterdam Exhibition.
The heaviest items of expenditure under the Bordeaux special estimates will he found in reference
to paragraph 3 ; and also for publicity, which had not been provided for. I refer now to the expenses of
printing the book, “ New South Wales in 1381," in French ; the pamphlet on the Colony in Spanish, and
published with a map, also the postage on both, and the purchase for distribution of large numbers of
copies of French newspapers having favourably spoken or our Colony and its exhibition of wines.
I hope I have been acting according to tho views of the Minister, and that the Colonial Govern
ment will find no fault with me for such expenditure, which, besides entailing very heavy work upon me,
has been calculated to be of service to the Colony, as I believe nnd trust the ultimate result will prove
before long.
On the whole, I venture to say that the expenditure of this office has been reasonable, and that,
with no more aud perhaps less expenses than others, much more effective, satisfactory, and lasting results
have been obtained, for the benefit of Australia.
Should however the Government reject any one of the items of the accounts as now submitted, I
will refund these amounts to the Public Treasury, but I should however hog that the advance of said
sums be made to me provisionally, until my return to Sydney, at the completion nf my mission, when
fuller and more detailed accounts will be submitted to the Honorable the Colonial Secretary.
I will now have the honor to refer you to the annexed special accounts, from which you will see that
the expenditure made in Bordeaux on behalf of the Colony of New South Wales, up to the end of October,
1832, has reached the total amount of £760, tbo whole of which is actually paid, whilst I have only
received £750 beyond exchange. The original estimates, which I have had the honor to submit to you
on tbe 4th of July last, amounted in iolo to £1,264. I see no reason for increasing that amount, which
still appears to me quite sufficient, even with the slight increase which would result by my staying longer
in Europe than was at first contemplated, provided you would approve of such increase.
With reference again to the expenditure incurred for the printing and publishing, as explained
under the head of chapter 3, and the total amount of which is £214 in addition to the Exhibition esti
mates, I may perhaps suggest that, as the wine exhibitors must be tho first to derive some benefit by
the same, they should be called upon to contribute to the payment of these expenses, in proportion to the
number of exhibits sent by each of them. I am desirous to know whether a small number of copies of
“ New South Wales in 1881" (French edition) should not be properly bound or half-bound for presen
tation to certain high personages in Franco and elsewhere, on behalf of the Colonial Government. As yet
I have never been made aware of tho intentions of tho Honorable Colonial Secretary with respect to tho
book referred, further than to have it published, but 1 presume yourself or the Honorable the AgentGeneral may be able to direct me as lo the use to ho made of same in any special way.
I have also been provided from Sydney with a number of English Catalogues of our exhibits, and I
intend to have these distributed in England, with a short list of the awards granted to New South Wales,
I have, &c.,
HENRY BONNARD,
Executive Secretary for the Colony of New South Wales at the Wines Exhibition, Bordeaux.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

General Accounts presented to the Hon. the Representative Commissioner for the
Colony at the Bordeaux Exhibition, by the Executive Secretary.
Chapter 1,
EspencHiurc made from 1st Maj' to 31st October, 18S2, in accordance with Estimates dated July 4,1882.
f.
Paragraph 1. Enclosing and building New South Wales Court—
025-00
Garde, contractor
......................................................................... ....
2. Decorating, &c.—
210-00
H. J. Jouffrc ..
25700
Artbus G. Lauriol
3500
Minguini
...
140 00
Sainmartin
...
300-35
Sanze ...
...
--------- 942-35
3. Printing, Stationery, &c.—
817-25
Auge Delille ...
...
...
...
10-20
Sourand Yaletto
...
...
...
...
33000
L. Bossange .....................................................
--------- 1,157-45
4 & 5. Furniture for inner and outer rooms—
36000
E. Cornettc ...
...
...
...
•••
600
A. Yitton
...
...
...
...
■■
15000
Fancy ...
...
...
...
205-75
Labeille
...
...
...
...
••
13600
Pascal Bonnard
........................................
6.

7.
8 & 9.

10.

11.
12.

Cellar Furniture,
II. Kehrig
Bacquez
L. Pujol

Implements, &c.~
.....................................................
............................
..............
....................................................

Analysis of Colonial Wines—
X. Scrvantic ...............

............................

Cellar-men. skilled labour, Ac.—
Dugas and Dubosq .........................................
ATaisan and Blanchard
...
...
...
Sundry accounts—
London steamer landing charges ...
Cartage of exhibits, agency ...
...
Customs entry, J. II. Tnndonnct Frercs
Fire insurance...
...
...
...

...
...
...

Petty cash'expenses, 1st May to 30th Juno—
Manual labour and sundry ...
...
..

182-85
47 00
32-25
---------

202-10

.......

25000

182-20
9 00
---------

191-80

239-48
9300
13-15
58-05
---------

404-28

.......

37500

Petty cash expenses, 1st July to 31st October—
Clerical assistance and sundry
...

750-00

Total of expenditure in connection with the Wine Exhibi
tion at Bordeax up to the 31st of October, 1882, by the
Executive Secretary
............................ £235 0 0

=

5,875-73

Chapter 2.

Executive Secretary—
Balance due on homeward passage ...
.
Bail way fare to Bordeaux from Naples
.
Salary from 10th February to 30th April .
Salary from 1st May to 31st October, 1882
Total
...
...
.

................ 300-00
................ 125-00
.................. 1,41005
............... 6.00000
£315 0 0 --------- 7,841-65

Chapter 3.

Publications, Printing, Ac.—
1st. “New South Wales in 1881”: 1,000 copies, French... 3,527'00
2nd. Notice on Now South Wales: 400 copies in Spanish 550'U0
3rd. 100 Maps and 500 Diagrams and Statistics, in addition
to 1st and 2nd ..
..
..
...
...
100 00
Purchase of 2,000 copies of Pan...
...
... G30'00
Purchase of 100 copies of La Kafure, with engraving
blocks of Exhibition Views
..
...
...
■■■ IIO'OO
Postage stamps for distribution of French and Spanish
pamphlets up to 31st October, 1882 ...............
... 400-00
Advertising for tenders in W\e> Exhibition Illustrated Official
Journal ...
...
...
...
•••
■■■
25'00
Total.........................................£214 0 0 ------------ 5.342 00
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Chapter 4s.

,
£.
Estimates of Expenditure, if approved, from 1st of November, 1882—
1. Eent of ground and cellar from the Soei^te Philomatliique 1,250 00
2. Removing and clearing exhibits......................................... 1,250-00
3. Balance of p. 12, petty cash
...
^............................
500 00
4. Paragraph 13. Purchase of hooks, &c. *............................ 1,875-00
5. Paragraph 14. Visiting vineyards, &c............................... 2|o00'00
6. Salary of Executive Secretary as proposed, from 1st of
November, 1882, to 31st January, 1883
................ 3,000'00
7. Salary of Executive Secretary for three months after
starting on return journey, £20
............................ 1,500 00
8. Executive Secretary, passage money from Europe to
Australia............................................................................... 2,000'00
Total......................................... £555 o 0 ------------- 13,875'00
Chapter 5.

,

1, General expenses of Sydney Committee as per report of
Sydney Mail
...............
_......................................... 2,520-00,
2, Freight and insurance on exhibits from Sydney to Bor'
deaux via London (estimated)......................................... 1 250-00
3, Agent-General’s expenditure in London (estimated) ... L250 00
Total.........................................£200 0 0 ------------ 5,020-00
Recapitulation of Total Expenditure proposed in connection with the Bordeaux Exhibition.
Chapter- 1st— £235 0 0
......................................... 5,875-73
2nd—
315 O 0
ii
........................................... 7,841-05
3rd—
214 0 0
>3
.......................................... 5,342-00
4th—
555 0 0
......................................... 13,875-00
5th—
200 0 0
33
......................................... 5,02000
£1,519

0

0

37,954-38

Balance of Accounts up to the 31st of October, 1882.
The Executive Secretary, in account with the Hon. the Agent-General.
Expenditure.
Accounts paid to 31st October, 1882—
Chapter 1st—
£235 0 0
...
... 5,875-78
„
2nd—
315 0 0
...
... 7,841'65
„
3rd—
214 0 0
...
... 5,34200
Total ...

£764

0

0

............................

Receipts.
By Draft on Paris—
£50 0 0
................
„
Bordeaux—100 0 0
...
...
„
—300 0 0
...
.
'
„
„
—300 0 0
................
Difference—
14 O 0 (less exchange)
Total received from Agent-Genei-al
...
...
Balance due to Executive Secretary
...
...
Total ................

Bordeaux, November 4tb, 1882.

=
..
..
..
..

19,059'38

1,254-20
2,515 00
7,530-00
7,500-00

..18,859-20
.. 200-18
.. -----------19,059-38
HENRY BONNARD,
Executive Secretary for New South Wales.
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The Agent-General to The Colonial Secretary.
Sir,

o, Westminster Clininbers, Yictoria-street, S.W., 23 February, 1883.
I iiavo tlio lion or to forward herewith copy of a lloporfc that I have just received from
Mr. Bonnard, the Secretary for New South Wales at the Bordeaux Wine Exhibition.
I regret that I have not time by this opportunity to make any comment in regard thereto, and
send it to you at once.
I have, &e.,
SAUL SAMUEL.

Report presented hy the Executive Secretary at the Bordeaux Exhibition.
To the Honorable F. M. Barley, Q.C., M.L.C., Representative Commissioner of the Government at tbe
Bordeaux Exhibition, 1882, and to tbe Honorable Sir Saul Samuel, K.C.M.G., Agent-General for
the Colony of New South Wales in London.
Honorable Sirs,
18 February, 1883.
I do myself the honor to report as follows, for your information, with reference to the
clearing out of the exhibits connected with tbe recent Bordeaux Exhibition, sending herewith a statement
of the expenditure up to this day, as well as of the sums received by this office.
I am now engaged preparing carefully a complete and extensive Report on tbe Bordeaux Exhibition,
in its respects to our colonial wine industry, and I will also deliver shortly to each exhibitor a brief but
qualitative report on each exhibit sent.
1) however, bog to be allowed to say at once that the conclusion I am arriving at is that the
generous initiative taken by tbe Government of the Colony and tbe exhibitors in submitting tbe colonial
wines to the Bordeaux Jury has had, to my mind, and to all those who have closely and intelligently
watched the Exhibition, a result such as should give a great impulse to the cultivation of the vine in
Australia. In a very few years it will prove a great benefit to the Colonies at large, and a certain source
of very great profits to_tlie colonists who will start at once extensive plantations ; and if the Governments,
the Agricultural Societies, and the colonists will join together in properly organizing and favouring the
creation and cultivation of vineyards, cither small or large, of nurseries in charge of well-selected men,
in two or three parts of the territory, and by keeping well spread the knowledge and progress of all that
refers to vine-culture, I humbly but firmly believe that in twenty years hence the vine-growing and wine
making industries of Australia must rivalizc successfully in importance with wool-growing, however
prosperous, even without necessarily producing superior line wines, but simply good ordinary wines for
general use, the demand for such being constantly and importantly increasing.
# As it is, at this present time some of our colonial wines can hold their own very successfully
against most of the exotic wines, and many of the European and even French wines. No doubt the great
majority of our exhibits were not first-class wines, but the opinions I have been able to collect generally
acknowledge a certain superiority in tbe New South Wales wines on those of neighbouring Colonies,
more especially for business purposes.
The results obtained individually by onr colonists have already been communicated to your
honorable solves, and also telegraphed to Sydney by the care of the Colonial Press. I will therefore
simply mention here that the general results to the Colony are, that out of 188 samples, of which 91
were of red wines and 97 of white wines, we have obtained—
9 first classifications, all for red wines.
20 second
of which 16 for red.
4 „ white.
42 third
23 „ red.
JJ
JJ
19 „ white.
60 fourth
24 „ rod.
)J
36 ,, white.
36 fifth
14 „ red.
I)
JJ
22 „ white.
20 sixth
4 „ red.
JJ
JJ
16 „ white.
187
The members of the Jury were us careful, and perhaps more severe, than circumstances might
have allowed, but it will be seen that the verdicts of tbe Jury nave generally been confirmed by opinions
obtained from other persons.
It is perhaps a matter of regret that the Soeiete Philomnthiqnc did not think proper to provide
more facilities than they did for comparing wines foreign to each other : and also, that that Socictc did
not publish the valuable and numerous informations given by the exhibitors from many distant parts, in
reply to the questions asked from them, at the time of their sending their exhibits.
The exhibits received from Sydney via London were, as per tho records of tbe Bordeaux Customs
House,.2,563 bottles of various samples, and 59 qr, casks and 4 barrels, equal to 6,804 litres, the whole of
which is accounted for in the annexed Schedule, together with accounts of sales. 24 bottles, selected
from the wines which obtained Gold Medals, have been reserved for the competition for the prize offered
by the Argus proprietors: 436 bottles, including 112 bottles of foreign wines exchanged for ours,
besides duplicate samples of the exhibits, arc returned to Sydney at the request of the exhibitors: a
quantity of (say) 500 bottles has been tasted by the general public, distributed by me amongst winomerebants, sent in various parts of Franco, submitted to analysis, or offered at several public dinners. A
number of bottles happened to be broken in tbe cellar, and the contents of others were found unsound.
In accordance with special instructions from J. Wyndham, Esq , a quantity of bottles and a few qr. casks
were shipped to London, to his Agents, Messrs. Collyns & Co., of 5, East India Avenue, and I have also
sent to the same firm thirteen dozens of Mr. G. Francis’ wine, to be sold for tbe best of their owners’
interests, and tho proceeds of such sale to be paid over to the Hon. the Agent-General's Department, to
be remitted to Mr. Francis by the Government.
I
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I may well mention hare that the exhibits, as a whole, remained 'sound and unaltered in casks,
with two exceptions: one of these being white wines sent in small barrels.
. _
_
The establishment of the Colony in Bordeaux in connection with the late Exhibition was definitely
suppressed on the 31st of January, 1883, at which lime the expenditure amounted to 26,189 f. 68, viz.,
£1,047 19s. 6d, stg.
‘
The Bordeaux Office has received since the end of April, 1882, to the end of January, 1883, a total
sum of 29,303 f. 10, viz., with proceeds of exchange, £1,172 10s. Gd. stg., including 25,155 f., or
£1,006 4s. stg., from the Agent-General's Department, tbe balance being for refunds and proceeds of
sales, &c., leaving therefore in my hands a sum of 3,113 f. 42, = £124 11s., which I am prepared to remit
to the Hon. the A gent-General, should 1 be so instructed.
...
.
.
I consider that the exhibited wines in casks were soi,d at a very fair price, all tilings being con
sidered, as they fetched tbe same value as many good wines of France. The samples sold in bottles were
rather given away as so many advertisements of our wines than sold as a speculation, and it has not been
possible to keep a precise record of each particular sample thus sold, tbe number of bottles being 300, and
the sum about £16 stg,, which should go towards the general expenses of the Exhibition.
Tbe prices at which tbe wines in casks were sold were mostly those asked for by the owners,
although in some cases they were under, and will I fear seem unsatisfactory to the proprietors : but it
must be remembered that of all tbe wine markets in tbe world, Bordeaux is tbe best provided for in
quantity, and tbe most difficult to please ; and personally X thought it was much better for tbe colonists
that their wines sent here for exhibition should be, sold at a low' rate than returned to the Colony or sent
to England, as it must help to cause them to get more generally known in this country, without any
sensible loss.
.
It should be mentioned here that, should any colonial wine merchant send his wines for sale to
France, tho shipment should be made direct, the Customs duty on entering in Franco being then 4 f. 50,
about 3s. 6d. per hectolitre of 22 gallons, on wines of not over 15° French, viz., 26° Sykes, but in ease of a
simple transhipment in London or elsewhere, the wines on reaching France pay a duty of 80 f, 60, and
such a trade should be started under some sort of Syndicate.
_
I have faithfully endeavoured, and believe I succeeded, to keep the general expenditure as low as
was practicable, so that the original credit should not be exceeded. I trust the accounts I will have the
honor to submit will be found in every way correct and reasonable. The money spent in publishing
books must ultimately largely benefit the community, for it was judiciously spent.
I have sent to the Amsterdam Exhibition, for the 1ST. S. Wales Court, two eases, one bag, and one
parcel, containing a quantity of flags, coats of arms, framed maps, &e., the value of which I have fixed
at £10, should be recovered from the Amsterdam's funds hereafter. A list of the several objects sent
there is annexed.
I have not as yet made use, to its full extent, of the special credit granted for the purchase of
books and for visiting vineyards.
.
With reference to this last part of my mission, I am very thankful for the official letter of recom
mendation tbe Hon. Sir Saul Samuel, K.C.M.G., was so kind as to provide me with, introducing me to
Her Majesty’s Consuls in France, Spain, and Portugal; however, I have been prevented from travelling as
much as I desired, for several reasons, the most important of these being the very unfavourable weather.
I had to delay starting on my journey to Spain until the season bo a little more advanced, to be more
certain of finding on their vineyards the classes of people from whom useful and complete information
were desirable. Nevertheless ]. made the best of my time In the several districts of France round
Bordeaux, and am now doing so in the districts of Champagne and Burgundy. I am desirous to proceed
as far south ns fhe Ermitago’u vineyards, and to inspect the much spoken of plantations of American
vines (intended to reconstitute the French vineyards) between Lyon and Marseille. 1 wish I could go
round the Bhenish vineyards also ; and I intend to take back with me seeds of every known variety of
European and other vines, the importation of cuttings being prohibited. I would like circumstances to
permit mo to postpone my visit to Spain, and to return once more round the Bordeaux district, until the
middle of the year; at the same time I have no desire to make my appointment last any longer than is
reasonable or that is intended by the Sydney Committee. I am quite satisfied to abide by the decision to
bo given after delivery of my final report, as well as to conform myself to all the instructions I may he
favoured with from the Government.
I shall be thankful to he informed whether I will he in order in spending the credit now remaining
in my hands for the purpose of pursuing my travels, which amount could be deducted from tho balance
now in tho hands of the Hon. tho Agent-General.
_
With respect to inducements being offered to capitalists and working-men, acquainted and interested
in vine-culture and wine-making, I am in a position to say that the generality of the people with whom
I came in contact have always asked and learned with satisfaction, and that many newspapers have looked
for with eagerness every information on tho vine-producing capabilities of the Australian Colonies
generally; at the same time I have been assured that numbers of people, especially from Burgundy, are
contemplating bringing over eventually their capital and their industry to the Colonies ; and I know.also
that numbers of small proprietors (wine-growers) could he induced to emigrate. But such decisions are
not quickly taken hy the people of this country, especially 1o go to parts far away, from which nothing is
known, not always the very name itself; and 1 venture to take the liberty to say that the appointment of
some Colonial Agent, residing on the Continent, unclcv the supervision of tho Hon. the Agent-General,
would soon be productive to the Colony, in the way of inunigrntioipof people as well as of capital, of the
same good results as the same is to the Dominion of Canada since the recent appointment of such a
Colonial Beprcsentative in Paris by that Government. Facilities should also be provided for immigrants
from the Contineut being enabled to start for Australia without having first to put np with the expenses
and the annoyances of a preliminary journey to Loudon or Liverpool.
Before leaving Bordeaux I received from the Soeiete Philomathique the Diplome d’Honneur
granted to the Colonial Government, also the several diplomas for gold, silver, and bronze medals of our
successful exhibitors. I have not, however, received the medals, which will not be ready for some time.
I have also obtained delivery of the Diplome d’Honneur granted to the. Colonial Government for
the map, photographic views of the Colony, statistical returns, official reports, and other publications
issued from the Syduey Government Printing Office, and which were exhibited in the New South Wales
Court at the Bordeaux Exhibition.
In

i
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In return for several official documents relative to tbe Colony, offered to tbe Bordeaux Chamber of
Commerce, I have been requested to receive and transmit a collection of ita Eeports since 1870 to the
library of the Chamber of Commerce of Sydney.
The Syndical Chamber of the Bordeaux Wine-growers and Merchants has adopted a resolution
complaining of tbe high Customs duties charged on Trench wines entering in New South Wales, and
requested Mons. Maurice Candonnet and your Executive Secretary to call the attention of the Hon. the
Representative Commissioner on the subject, so that he might represent the matter fully to the Colonial
Government, with a view to obtain a reduction of those Customs duties—if not upon all wines, at least
upon those introduced in casks, as being generally wdnes inferior in quality to those imported in bottles,
and therefore more likely to become in general use, as of first necessity, amongst the most numerous
parts of the population.
The Academy of Eine Arts, Sciences, and Literature, of Bordeaux, has entrusted me with a valu
able and voluminous collection of its scientifical and learned reports, to be presented to the Royal Society
of New South Wales; and the Arehirist (Professor Raulin) was good enough to add a few fossils from
the surroundings of Bordeaux, for the Sydney Museum.
The National Museum of Natural History, in Paris, has, in response to an application from me,
especially prepared a collection of 200 specimens of reptiles, batrachians, and fishes, to be presented also to
the Sydney Museum.
I have been promised, by a learned gentleman at the head of a scientific Society of Reims, taking
great interest in the progress of viticulture, a collection of specimens of the diseases of the vines known
about the district, and of insects destructive of same ; such collection to be offered to the Agricultural
Society of New South Wales, so as to better enable information to be gained, or comparisons to be made,
de vim, by all interested parties.
I shall feel very happy, if before my departure from Europe, on my return journey to the Colonies,
circumstances will allow me to secure other collections of interest for the benefit of the public and other
institutions of New South Wales.
I have not yet had the honor to present the two large photographic albums of Colonial Views
which the Hon. E. M. Harley intended to be oftcrod to the President and to the Prime Minister of the
Republic. I am very anxious to do so at an early date, but I should like to be provided first with letters
from the Hon. the Agent-General of tho Colony at the time of remitting these albums. I have reasons
to believe Mr. 1. Sentis, late Consul-General of Prance, manj years residing in Sydney, would kindly
assist mein the presentation of the volumes referred to. I will deem it a special favour to be honored
with an early reply on this particular point.
I respectfully beg to state here, with reference to the Amsterdam Exhibition, that I am informed
the Commission in Sydney has recommended mo for appointment by the Government as Executive Secre
tary at Amsterdam. This information causes me to hesitate to travel far away from my present residence,
for fear some news should reach me, either direct or through the Department of the Hon. the AgentGeneral, by every incoming mail steamer, with reference to the said Exhibition, in consequence of which
I should be expected to proceed at once to Amsterdam. Should not, however, the Government deem
proper to act upon the above recommendation in my favour, I would like to make tbe necessary arrange
ments for starting back to Sydney during March next; and, as I have to conclude several business matters,
which I am willing to postpone if I am to go for the Colony at Amsterdam, provided I receive due notice
in good time, may I be permitted to suggest that, should not any information be received by the-mail
due from Sydney on the 27th of February, a cablegram be sent by the Hon. the Agent-General’s Depart
ment.
■
I have, &c.,
HENRY BONNARD,
N.S. Wales Executive Secretary at the Bordeaux Exhibition, 1882.
Poste Restante, Reims, Prance.
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EXHIBITS AT BORDEAUX.
Quantities received—Samples in Bottles (2,563 Tjottles).
Disposed of as follows :—
Quantities for the Jury ..............................................................................
600
Samples returned to Sydney
..................................................................
300
„ claimed by Mr. Ballon
...
...
...
...
...
24
„
Mr. Terrier and Mr. Kay ...
...
...
...
50
„
,,
Mr. J. "Wyndham ...
...
...
...
...
240
,, offered to the Lottery of Exhibition.........................................
86
'
,,
„ Bepresentat of Spain .....................................................
140
,, exchanged and taken to Sydney
.........................................
112 '
„ reserved for A.rgu& prize...
...
...
...
...
...
24
„ sent to Agent-Ueneral ...
...
...
...
...
...
36
,, Wyndham, used for new wines
...
...
...
...
96
„
,,
sold...............................................................................
24
„ general, sold to the jmblic
...
...
...
...
,,, 300
,, tasted by general public, &c.
...
...
...
...
... 531
--------- 2,563 bottles
Quantity received in Casks, as per Bordeaux Customs records (6,804 litres).
.
How disposed of:—
litres
litres
J. Wyndham, 2,640 litres of which sold 24 qr. casks
1,709)
returned
840 ) 2,640
91)
ullage
J. Kelman, 1,650 litres, of which sold 15 qr. casks
1Jm}
1'®°
ullage
J. Davies, 1,080 litres, of which sold 0 qr. casks
>.oso
ullage
A. Munro, 480 litres, of which sold 4 qr. casks
“S
480
ullage
2 qr. casks Stephen, 240 litres, of which sold
...
...
240
Fallon, 504 litres, of which sold 4 qr. casks ...
493 )
Kn.
11}
504
ullage
4 barrels ...Murray, 100 litres, of which lost
...
...
100
100
1 qr. cask G. Francis, 110 litres, of which returned
...
110
110
Total ...
I certify this to be a correct statement,-

................

6,804 litres.

HENR"! BONNARD,
N. S. Wales Executive Secretary.
List of Goods sent from Bordeaux to the Amsterdam Exhibition.
1 Coat of Arms of England.
1 large size, 4 small size, Colonial Coats of Arms, 2 Colonial Shields.
2 framed lists of exhibitors, 2 framed posters, New South Wales Wines.
2 maps—maps of New South Wales (French), 150 posters New South Wales Wines.
12 copies of “New South Wales in 1881”—French edition.
25
„
„
English
„
25
„
„
Spanish pamphlet.
50 copies of Pantheon do VIndustrie.
12
„
la Nature.
'
18 boards with painted names of Wine Exhibitors.
Case B........... 3 framed Statistical Reports of New South Wales in French.
3
,,
diagrams of Population.
A quantity of Blue Books, 1880.
„
Statistical Register, 1880.
„
Beports on Sydney Drainage.
„
Beports on Country Towns Drainage.
,,
Registry of Letters Patent of Inventions, 1880.
■
„
Reports on B-ailways and Tramways, 1880.
„
Reports from Department of Mines, 1880.
„
Mammiferes (illustrated) of Australia.
„
of small Colonial official publications (Government Printer).
.
„
copies of la Nature—and Pantheon de VIndustrie.
„
“ New South Wales in 1881”—French and English.
„
Spanish pamphlet on New South Wales.
Canvas bag.... 1 English and 2 Colonial large size Flags.
3 Colonial small Flags.
Parcel........... — Photographic Views of Sydney Town Hall—Colonial Secretary’s Office.
HENRY BONNAED,
New South Wales Execut. Secretary,
18th February, 1883.
Bordeaux Exhibition, 1882.

Case A...........

NEW
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NEW SOUTH WALES EXHIBITION OP WINES AT BORDEAUX, 1882.
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure by the Executive Secretary.
French
money.

French
money.

English money.

Receipts.

Expendittoe.

f.
c.
1. Received by the Executive
Secretary from the Department
of the Honorable the Agent-'
General—
By cash ........... ............................ 25,000 0
By proceeds of exchange ....
155 0
2. Received from general refunds,
sales of samples, exhibits, sun
dry ornaments and fittings of
Court, Ac., not including invoice
to the Amsterdam Exhibition,
valued at 250f. = £10 0 0 .
871 50
3. Received from proceeds of sales
of wines exhibited in casks,
&e., for tho benefit of the
owners ...............................................
3,276 GO

£

S. d.

1,000 0 0
6 12 0

34 17

131

3

1

3

£
Paid by tho Executive Secretary—
1. For building of the New South
Wales Court, and decorating and
furnishing same, cellar imple
ments, hiring skilled labour,
clerical assistance, cartage, in
surance, chemical analysis of
exhibits, stationery, sundry,
petty cash expenditure .............
2. Rent to the Socidta Philoma
thique and others, with sundry
accounts..............................................
3. Expenses forclearingoutexhibits
4. Purchase of books, travels round
vineyards .........................................
5. Salary of Executive Secretary
from 10th of February, 1882, to
28th February, 1883.....................
G. Publishing “New South Wales
in 1881,” iu French, Spanish
pamphlet, and other sundry
accounts connected with above
publicity ..........................................

7. Balance in hands of Executive
Secretary .................................

8.
Total Receipts ........ f,

E.&.O.E.
February 18th, 1883.

English money.

29,303 10

Total Expenditure...f.

d.

0,239 08

249 11

6

1,473 40
620 20

58 18
24 16

3
2

0

14

0

0

11,841 65

474

1

4

5,665 35

226 12

3

3,113 42

117 19

0

350

6 12 0

Allowance for exchange .............

£1,172 10 G

s.

29,303 10

£1,172 10

6

I hereby certify the above to be correct statements,—
HENRY BONNARD,
Executive Secretary for N. S. Wales at Bordeaux Exhibition, 1882.

Account of Sales by the Executive Secretary.
1. Wines sold on account of J. Wyndham, Esq.

24i0 litres, 82f. 50 riiectolitrc, red
1,121
„
„ .
„
120 „ red wine I spoiled ...
228 „ deposit—dregs
v..
2 dozen bottles, at 16s.—20f, ...
To deduct: Packing show-case ...
...
..
Insurance on same and on wines sent to London

f.
c.
198 20
924 82
20 00
40 00
40 00
1,123

02

80

00

70f.
10

Total creditor

1,043

02

826

52

579

76

2. Wines sold on account of J. Kelman, Esq.:—
990 litres of red wine.
440
,,
white wine.
1,430

at 56f. 401’liectolitre
of deposit—dregs
.

114,

Total creditor

...

...

806

52

20

00

,,,

3. Wine sold on account of G. Francis, Esq.: —
1 cask, bottled in 156 bottles, 13 dozen consigned to 7
j.
Collyns & Co., London
................
...
\ Pr0 forma
To deduct expenses on same

...

...

...

15

25

120 litres white wine, at 80f. Fheetolitre
600 „ white wines.
240 ,, red wines.

..

...

...

96

00

840
57

............................
...
...
...

473
10

76
00

4. Wines sold on account of .7, Davies, Esq.

„
,,

of nine, at 56f. 40 Fheetolitre
of deposit—dregs
...
...
Total creditor

4
,

1008

*
*

* *

12
Wines sold on account of Al. Munro, Esq.:—

f,

120 litres red wine, at 80f. Thectolitre ...
120 ,, red wine.
174 „ white wine.

.. ......................................

96

' c.
00

294
32

.. ......................................
,. ......................................

165
G

81
00

,,
,,

of wine, at 5Gf. 40 Fheetolitre
of deposit—dregs
...
...
Total creditor

..

f.

c.

267

81

163

68

214

93

Wines sold on account of — Stephen, Esq.:—
120 litres vin rouge, at 8Qf. Fheetolitre.............. ......................................
120 „ vin hlanc, at 56f. 40 Fheetolitre
.. ......................................
Total creditor
Wines sold on account of J. T. Fallon, Esq.:—
126 litres red wine, at 50f. Fheetolitre ...
367 „
,,
„ at 41f. 40 Fheetolitre

....

...

...

...

.........................................
.. ......................................
\

96
67

00
68

...

63
151

00
93

Total creditor

EzcAriTULATios of Accounts of Sales of Wines exhibited at Bordeaux, 1882, by the Executive Secretary
for New South Wales.
Accounts Creditor.
French Money,
English Money,
f.
C.
£ s. d.
...
...
1. John Wyndham, Esq.
... 1,143 02
...
45 14 6
2. J. Kelman, Esq. ...
...
...
...
826 52
...
33 1 0
3. <4. Francis, Esq. {pro forma) ...
...
0 1 0
4. J. Davies, Esq. ...
...
579 76
...
...
...
23 3 10
5. A. Munro, Esq.................................
...
267 81
...
10 14 0
6. — Stephen, Esq. ...
...
...
...
163 68
...
6 11 0
7. — Fallon, Esq. ...
...
...
...
214 93
...
8 12 0
8. A quantity of samples, 300 bottles
...
390 40
...
15 11 0
Total

...

...

...

3,586f. 12

... £143

I hereby certify the above to be a correct statement.
*
HENRY BONNARD,

8

4

18 February, 1883.
"

N. S. Wales Executive Secretary at the Bordeaux Exhibition, 1882.

Sydney; Thomas Richards, Government Printer*—188S.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

REDFERN ESTATE.
(COPY OP GB-AKT, A YD TRACING.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, G March, 1883.

[Laid upon the Table in accordance with promise made in answer to Question 13, Votes No 24
Tuesday, G March, 1883.]
'
'

COPY of Grant of 100 acres of Land in tho parish of Alexandria, county of
1A.
Cumberland, together with Tracing.
°

100 acres.

Memo.—Tins Grant includes one originally granted to Wm. Roberts, which is hereby cancelled.
W al?1 dh,^rlfcrn+i Esqr j11.8’191™ ^ MsiSn8> to have and to hold forever, one hnndred acres of land,
ynie and situate in the district of Sydney, bounded on the north by a west line of thirty chains
the WGSt ^ a sout!l line of thirty-four
imi m Xoi "h ?h^an eaf me °, t nrty Chams; an,d 0n the east
a north li,lc °f thirty-four chains,
SaTof fiia
H
t° J®
°C w
, ^‘^d E0t to sell or alienate the same for the
’ m
cultivate twenty acres within the said period; and reserving
to Government the light of making a public road through the same; and also reservin'- for the use of the
Crown such timber as may be deemed (it for naval purposes. Quit rent, two shillings.0
In testimony, <fcc., this Sth day of October, 1816.
°
Witnessed by-

<SiSncd>

L' MACQUARIE,

(l.s.)

II. C. Anti in,.
Joseph Cowgill.

Registered in Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 20th June, 1817.
JNO. THOS. CAMPBELL,
Secretary and Registrar.
w™ of tcoS?Zt0 n a true n^yi0f th0 °nt^ 0l; °0py °E t]lC oriSinal Deed of G™nt
the Crown,
K South Wall
P
°r
PUrP°S<;S m the °iriCe °f tbe i^Si^rar-Gcueral of the Colony of
E. G. WARD,
Registrar-General.

Registrar-General’s Office,
Sydney, 5th March, 1883.
[Tracing.]
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Legislative Assembly,

NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

REAL PROPERTY INDEX.
(AMOUNT EXPENDED IN REMODELLING.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to tcprinted, 10 April, 1883.

[Statement m answer to Questions ashed by Mr, Abigail, M.P., in the Legislative Assembly, on the Zih
April, 1883.]
(3.) Real Properly Index:—Mr. Abigail asked tbe Colonial Secretary,—■
(1.) Tbe amount expended during tbo last five 3rears in remodelling tbe Real Property Index ?
(2.) By whom was tbe work performed?
(3.) What position do they hold in the Government Service ?
Mr. Stuart answered,—I have given instructions for the preparation of this information; but
as it will take some days to prepare, I must ask the Honorable Member to wait until next
week, when I shall be able to lay a Return upon the Table giving the desired information.
Year.

Amount of Vote.

1878

£ s. d.
300 0 0

1879

400

0

0

1880

400

0

0

1881

400

0

0

1882

400

0

0

Names and positions of those employed.

J'. B. Duff, Deputy Registrar-General; Messrs. Gillam, J. Duff, and
Yarntou, Clerks.
J. B. Duff, Deputy Registrar-General; Messrs. Gillam, J. Duff, Yarnton,.
and Abbott.
J. B. Duff, Deputy Registrar-General; Messrs. Gillam, J. Duff, Yarnton,
and Abbott.
J. B. Duff, Deputy Registrar-General; Messrs. Gillam, J. Duff, and
Yarnton.
J. R. Duff, Deputy Registrar-General; Messrs. Gillam, J. Duff, Yarnton,
and Cooper.
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NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

GLASS-WORKS, CAMPEKDOWN.
(COPY OF P.KTmON CALLING ATTKXTIOX TO FFTSAFTF FROM.)

Ordered b)/ iltc Lcijislalivc Asscmbh/ to be printed) 8 March, 1883.

Kingston, Cauipcrdown, 1 January, 1883.
To Edmund Eosbery, Esq., Inspector-General of Police,—
Sir
‘
’
We, tbe undersigned residents, property ami bouscliolders, desire to respectfully bring under
your notice the existence of a nuisance iu Austrnlia-st., in Kingston ward, .Borough ol Canipcrdoun. _ uc i
nuisance consists in the emission of largo and dense volumes of smoke from a glass-uor ’8 ( ic pioprie or
of which is named Joseph Koss), to tho injury of the health as also the comfort oi the residents ot tnc
said borough.
, „
,
i r*
■: „r
Your Petitioners would respeetfullv draw vour attention to the fact that the Municipal Counci
Camperdown took legal steps against the'said Joseph Ross, and that on the Gth day of beptember last Do
was fined the sum of 40s. at tbe Newtown Police Court by the Stipendiary Magistrate (\V. Crane,
Esq.), and allowed till the 1st day of November, 1882, to abate the nuisance complained of, and from that
time to the present the nuisance lias if anything increased ; nud further, ibis state oi things is icsamc on
tho Sabbath Day. And your Petitioners,'in duty bound, would ever pray that as tins has been proved to De
a nuisance, and for the good and dutiful obovanco of the laws of our beloved and respec c Queen, or
Gracious Majesty Victoria, wc her dutiful subjects respectfully submit that ourselves and families should
he, as well as' the laws of the land of onr adoption, protected ; and we your Petitioners respccttully pray
that you will be pleased to take snob steps as may cause an abatement of the hereinbefore meutione
nuisance:
P. K. Jcntseb, freeholder, St. Mary-st.
S. T, Burcher, freeholder, Denison-st.
.Joseph N. Gannon, freeholder, Kegont-st.
I1’. H. Briggs, freeholder, St. Mary-st.
G. T. hi luster, St. Mary-st.
Geo. Bran, Wellington-st.
John Robertson, Bishopgate-st,
W. Le Bromt, St. Mary-st.
E, Sanbronk, freeholder, Koss-sf.
W. J. K night, resident, Ross-st.
John Sanbrook, freckolder, Ross-sf.
George Wade, freeholder, Denison-st.
Henry IT, Sanbrook, Denison-st.
George Foster, Denison-st.
Thomas Upton, Australia-st.
Thomas B. Boyce, Australin-st.
Charles Wheeler, freehold, Denison-st.
Frederic Wheeler, freeholder, Denison-st.

[3*]

T. A. Shcelcy, freeholder, Denison-st.
Fred. J. Sanbrook.
Augustus Jcntscb, freeholder, St. Mary-st.
J. W. Symons, freeholder, A usfralia-st.
Joseph Howarth, freeholder, Australia-st.
.Fold.. Jones, St. Mary-st.
John Sargcant, freeholder, St. Mary-st.
Chas. Mayes, C.E., freeholder, St. Mary-st.
E. A. Mayes, St. Mary-st.
J. R. Yorke, householder, St. Mary-stC. W. Sclnvenk, freeholder, St. Mary-st.
J. G, Browne, freeholder, St. Mary-st.
R. Formby, Wcllington-st.
F. W. Johnson, household. Denison-st.
Joseph Smith, freeholder, Kegcnt-st.
Eppo Janssen, householder, Dcciaon-st.
Sbran Cleland, householder, Denison-st.

4
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

LAND BOILERS’ INSPECTION BILL.
(MESSAGE No. 13.)

Ordered by ike Legislative Assembly to be printed, 20 Jkbruary, 1883.

Message No.

AUGUSTUS LOST US,

13.

Governor.
In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act, the
Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of making pro
vision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a “ Bill for the Inspection and Regulation of Steam
Boilers employed on Land and for other purposes in connection therewith.”

Government House,
Sydney, 20 February,

1883.

1016
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1883.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

SYDNEY BRANCH ROYAL MINT.
(DESPATCH.)

ijlrtsfnieti to JJurliiimtnt iii CommauS)

The Treasury, New South Wales, 5 February, 1883.
His Excellency the Governor directs the publication, for general information, of the following Despatch
faom the Secretary of State for the Colonies, transmitting a copy of a Report in connection with the Sydney
Branch of the Royal Mint.
‘
"
GEORGE R. BIBBS.

The Secretary of State for the Colonics to The Officer administering the Government
of New South Wales.
(New South Wales, No. 108.)
My Lord,
Downing-street, 8 November, 1882.
I have the honor to submit to you, for the information of your Government, the document
specified in the annexed Schedule.
1 have, (be.,
KIMBERLEY.
Sydney Mint.
Forty-ninth Report, addressed to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, on the weight and

fineness of gold coins struck at the Sydney Branch of the Royal Mint, and transmitted by the
Deputy Master for examination, in accordance with the provisions of Her Majesty’s Order in Council
of 19th August, 1853,
'
Pieces talrcn without preference by the Colonial Treasurer at tbe deliveries of the Sydney Mint
Average weight
of a piece.

Average proportion
of gold in
1,000 parts.

34-413

■2568

916635

•1283

916-65

Number
of pieces.

Total weight.

;u Jjecembc]’, 1881................... Sovereigns..................

1st

Half-sovereigns ......

Half-year ending—

Denomination of Coin,

0%.

14

\m

..............

149

38-261

-2567

916-652

Half-sovereigns .......

12

1-541

■1284

916658

30 J imo, 1882 ........................... Sovereigns

The standard weight of the Sovereign is oz. 0-25682, and of tbe half-sovereign oz, 0'128!], and the standard fineness
(in 1,000 parts) is 916-666.

_
Royal Mint, 31st October, 1882.

[3d.]

.
I

C. W. FREEMANTLE,
'
Deputy Master and Comptroller,

117—
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

FEES TJNDEE THE COMPANIES ACT.
(DISTRIBUTION OP, &c.)

Ordered hy the Legislative Assembly to be printed,

14

February,

1883.

STATEMENT of Pees under the Companies Act, 37 Vie. No. If), assented to 18 June, 1874, and of the
distribution of the same.

Years.

Poes.
Total amount.

£ 6. d.
10 5 0

1874

Paid to
Consolidated Revenue.

£

Sj

d.

8

4

52 15

3

Paid to E. G. Ward, Eeq., Paid to J. B. DuIT, Esq.,
Dep. Reg.-Genl.
Reg.-Genl.

£

£

s.

d.

8

4

0

52 15

0

5.

d.

8

4

0

52 15

3

3

1875

158

1876

82

0 0

27

6

8

27

6

8

27

6

8

1877 ■

208

5 0

69

8

4

69

8

4

69

8

4

1878

293

0 0

97 13

4

97 13

4

97 13

4

1879

199

0

0

GO

6

8

66

6

8

66

6

8

1880

309 10

0

103

3

4

103

3

4

103

3

4

1881

401

5

0

133 15

0

133 15

0

.133 15

0

1882

939 15

0

313

0

313

0

313

0

5

0

5

5

5

Noth.—This gives a yearly uTorage of T96 6s. 10(1. to each of the above-named officers for tho nine years that the
Companies Act has been in force (1874-1882).

[3d.]
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

FIRE BRIGADES BILL.
(MESSAGE No. 12.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 6 February,

1883.

Message No,

AUGUSTUS LOETUS,

12.

Governor,
In accordance vritli the provisions contained in tire 54th section of the Constitution Act, the
Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of making
provision to meet tho requisite expenses in connection, with a Bill to make better provision for the
protection of Life and Property from Fire.

Government Mouse,
Sydney, 31^ January, 1883.

•
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

THE EGYPTIAN WAE.
(DESPATCH BESPECTING TERMINATION OF.)

Ordwed hy the Legislative Assembly to be printed 17 January,

1883.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies to His Excellency the Governor.
(New South Wales, No. 97.)
My Lord,

Downing-street, 29 September, 1882.

I have laid before the Queen your telegram of the 21st instant, conveying the congratulations
offered to Her Majesty by the Legislative Houses of New. South Wales on the successful termination of the
War in Egypt.
I am commanded to inform you that the Queen is much gratified at receiving these loyal and hind
congratulations, and to request that you will convey to the Legislative Houses of New South Wales an
expression of Her Majesty’s thanks.
I have, <fec.,
KIMBERLEY.

V
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NEW

SOUTH

WALES.

THE LATE DR. LEICHHARDT.
(ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF £500, AND FURTHER APPLICATION FOR ASSISTANCE FROM THE SISTER OF,)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 6 February, 1883.

Widow H. Schmaifuss to Sir Henry Parkes, K.C.M.G.
(Translation.)
Much Honored Sir,

■

Landow, near Cottbus, 7 December, 1882.

My letter of thanks of April you will probably have received, and seen from it how happy your
kind present has made a family which was in danger of losing house and home [court-yard].
God will bless the noble givers for it.

The good

This present gave me double pleasure, for I saw by it that the

sacrifice, trouble, and dangers of my not-to-be-forgotten brother were recognized, and if even the darkness
about him has not yet been made light, he has sacrificed his life and work for the benefit of the land ; and
that people there having reached that conviction, have resolved to hand to his old sister living in poverty,
as a recognition of his services, a support which makes her old age free from care.
With confidence I address myself to-day to you, noble sir, to beg for further help, for the .£500 sent
to me a year ago only just sufficed to save from sale our ground property [real estate]. As I now lived firmly
in the hope that this sum was only paid for the greatest necessity, and I should receive more, I put myself
under an obligation [pledged myself] to the creditors until April 1st, 1883, to give a payment on account;
with our daily hard work, and high interest [rent], we can have nothing over; therefore forgive me, an old
woman much worn from grief and care, when I beg for your kind mediation with regard to a second
assistance.

I recall, at the same time, the high worth [deserts] of my beloved brother, who certainly, if he

had returned from his journey, would have been richly rewarded [presented].

He praised in each of his

letters the generosity and iiberality of the Government there, as also of the people.

If you, in your high

position, speak for me, and depict my sad condition, then may I hope that my Petition will not have been
sent over the ocean in vain.
May I also add the request to let me have news of the discovery of the effects of my brother—his
diary, itc., also letters, and his sad end—in case you should already know anything further about it.
should much wish to get to know of his last work and sad end.
I lake leave [sign mvself] with all respect and submission,—

'

WIDOW HENRIETTA SCHMALF1JSS,
Born Leichhardt.

I
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

STEPHEN MURPHY.
(PETITION OP.)

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 12 April, 1883.

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled.
The humble Petition of Stephen Murphy, of No. 20, George-street, Waterloo, near Sydney, m
the Colony of New South Wales, railway employd,—
"

SnowEm:—

^
1. That your Petitioner was arbitrarily expelled from the Loyal United Brothers Lodge,
No. 3,592, Independent Order of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity, contrary to the registered rules of said
Society, for standing up for the good and welfare of the Lodge and inquiring, by notice of motion
in open Lodge, what became of the amount of £9 19s..Gd,, Lodge funds, paid over by himself and
succeeding Noble Grand of the Lodge for the year 1879.
2. That such arbitrary expulsion was sanctioned by the District and Board of Directors (the
Courts of the Order), contrary to the registered rules of said Society and 14th section Friendly Societies
Act.
3. That your Petitioner, through said arbitrary expulsion, was deprived of his interest in said
Lodge of £200, fifteen years’ contributions, and all benefits of Society for self and family in case of
siehness, accident, or death—he being at the time a past ofiScer holding the highest degrees of merit from
said Lodge.
4. That your Petitioner took his case to the Sydney District Court, on Sir G. Long Innes’s written
opinion that, if the dispute in the Lodge in reference to the funds was not decided in the manner directed
by the rules of the Society, ho could successfully apply for redress, and to compel the officers of the
Lodge to allow him to use it as before for its benefits.
5. That your Petitioner’s case was heard on 23rd June, 1881. The Lodge Minute-book, to prove
that the dispute was not settled in the manner directed by the rules of the Society, was not produced in
Court. The presiding Judge gave a verdict for a sum of money in lieu of the order, which verdict is
recorded in the District Court Judgment Book, under date of 28th of June, 1881,—your Petitioner
being registered as defendant instead of plaintiff.
6. That your Petitioner’s case is also entered as a
twenty-two days before it was heard.

nonsuit,

under date of 2nd of June, 1881,

7. That through such tampering with the records, your Petitioner has been persecuted, vilified,
and slandered, and denied natural justice and the benefit of the genuine verdict in his favour. The costs
of the cause Murphy v. Loyal United Brothers Lodge the Manchester Unity has already paid, as the
Court hooks, which your Petitioner’s wife can identify upon oath, will prove, hut which the Court officials
refuse to produce, as also do the Minister of Justice and the Government, to each of whom your Petitioner
has complained.

8. That your Petitioner’s papers are before the House, No. 392a, by thb late William Forster, Esq.,
M.L.A., and your Petitioner has filed affidavit in the Supreme Court that he was arbitrarily turned out
of said Society contrary to the rules, and that the verdict is recorded in his favour as defendant, which
fact the Registrar of the District Court has substantiated by affidavit, filed in the Supreme Court on
2nd of March, 1883.
Your Petitioner, therefore, most humbly aud respectfully prays your Honorable House to take
his case into your favourable consideration, and grant to your Petitioner the justice which the nature of
your Petitioner’s case may demand.
And your Petitioner will ever pray, Ac.
Dated at Svdney, this 10th day of April,
'

DWO

3GG—

a.d.

1883.
STEPHEN MURPHY.
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JAMES GARDNER
(PETITION 01'.)

Received by the Legislative Assembly,

1

March,

1888.

To the Honorable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly, in Parliament assembled.

The humble Petition of James Gardner, of Wentworth Wharf, Darling IT arbour,—■
Humbt/t Snowetii :—
v
.. i
ak(mt1t]ic CI1C^
Octobei', 1878, your Petitioner, being the lessee of the said wharf and
'/j?!'1'uP0u which he had erected five lime-kilns, at an outlay of nearly one thousand pounds
(cbl,000), tor tlie carrying on of his lime business; and your Petitioner begs to make known that the
Government dredge, at the time above-mentioned, came and made fast their anchors and chains on my
wharf, tearing and destroying my kilns, and further, kept taking away the land in front of my sea-wall.
1 hough J. cautioned and stopped them they again resumed their work against my will during my absence,
and undermined the foundation-of the sea-wall and kilns, so that the wharf in front of said sea-wall and
kilns buret in front and allowed the tide to fiow in and out of the kilns, and destroyed the whole of my
lime and burst the kilns, leaving them perfectly useless.
'
.
3

Your Petitioner was at the time the principal lime merchant in the city, haying some of the best
contracts m hand, and bad proved so by having five prizes and medals from our Colonial Exhibitions 1
repeatedly cautioned the men not to come nearer than 20 feet. When 1 saw the damage that was done—
the wall and wharf cracking before their feet—I called the captain’s attention to it. He told me lie
would sec and get something done to prevent it from falling. A week transpired and nothing done, and
then down fell the wall and the wharf I then saw the captain again and pointed out the damage done.
lie asked me to go with him to the Harbours Department. I wont with him ; be reported the circum
stances, They asked me to sign a requisition and they would give me stone, a punt, and steamer to tow
i romid if I would find labour to make it good. I replied that I was not in a position to do so, as it
would take four or five hundred pounds to make it good. I had exhausted all my means in erecting the
kilns and a home for myself at Woollahra. Through having to borrow money to complete my buildings
at the above place. My profits were, at the time my kilns were destroyed, £30. which was amply sufficient
to carry on my buildings without being obliged to borrow ; and, worse than all this, my family was driven
on the streets and my own constitution undermined, which is well known to my public friends and
many Members of your Honorable House. I have now no means of subsistence, and applied repeatedly
tor occupation from the Government to cnablo me to get an honest living without success. All this
trouble hks been brought upon me through my political zeal fsouie five or six years since.
T. our luimblo Petitioner trusts that your Honorable House will, in consideration of mv heavy
Josses, grant mo a fair and sufficient compensation, and while this is under consideration grant mo some
employ to enable mo to maintain my remaining family, consisting of myself, wife, and three young girls.
,i r 7 .I6 ,wai*ecL f5*0?11 limes> by appointment, on Sir Henry Parkes without avail; this shows
the Icchng that existed against me in the past Government.
■.
regards my correspondence on this subject the answers have invariably been, “Bring your
action; we will defend it,” which I declined to do, not being in a position, and considering the proper
place of appeal was your Honorable House.
Tour humble Petitioner prays for your favourable consideration of flu's case, and will ever pray.
JS. GARDNER,
Jones-streot, Ultimo.
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WALKA RESERVOIR.
(CORRESPONDENCE.)

Ordered l)y the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 12 April, 1883,

a.m.

RETURN to an Order made by tbe Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New
South Wales, dated 14th March, 1883, That there be laid upon the Table of
this House,—
“ (1.) Copies of all correspondence between the Minister for Public Works
“ and the Department of Harbours and Rivers, respecting tenders received
“ on or about 23rd January, 1883, for the Walka Reservoir, filtering-tanks,
“ &c., in connection with the Hunter River water supply.
“ (2.) The names of the parties who, in compliance with the conditions of
tf the Department, deposited tbe sum of £200 with their tenders.
“ (3.) The names of the parties, if any, tendering who failed to pay the
“ said sum of £200 as required by the conditions.
“ (4.) Copies of all communications which have taken place between the
“Minister for Public Works and the Harbours and Rivers Department,
“and the parties who have tendered for the said reservoir, filtering-tanks,,
“ &c., in compliance with the usual conditions or otherwise.”
{Mr. Olliffe,

for Mr.

Brwikcr.J

SCHEDULE.

(These documents comply with Orders 1 and 4A
NO.
PAGN.
1. Engmcer-m-Ohief for Harbours and Rivers to Under-Secretary for Works, recommending that tenders bo invited
for Walka Reservoir and works. 12 December, 1882 ................................................................................................
3
2. Under-Secrctary for Works to Engmcer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers, enclosing eight tenders received for
above, and calling for report thereon. 23 January, 1SS3............................................................................................
3
3. Greig A Monday, Armidale, to Under-Secretary for Works, sent deposit on tender by A.J.S. Bank, 23
January, 1883 .................................................................................................................................................................
10
4. Greig & Monday, Armidale, to Under-Secretary for Works, wire result of tender. 27 January, 1883................. 10
5. Engineer-in-Ckicf for Harbours and Rivers to Under-Secrctary for Works, returning tenders and schedule, with
report thereon. 29 January, 1SS3..................................................................................................................................... 16
6. Greig & Monday, Armidale, to Under-Scoretary for W’orks, reply who is successful tenderer. 31 January, 1883. 16
7. Under-Secretary for Works to Greig & Monday, matter of tenders has not yet been decided upon. 6 February,
1883 ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 16
8. Secretary for Works—Clarke Wylie & Co.’s tender, to be accepted conditional on their paying deposit. 7
Eebrnary, 1883 ................................................................................................

4
1032-..
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so,
PACE,
9. Under-Secretary for Works to J. Clarke Wylie & Co., as tender did not contain preliminary deposit of £200,
this should be done at once, in order that offer may be taken into consideration. 9 February, 1883................. ’ 17 '
10, T. A. Bourke, Wallscnd, to Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers, to return cash deposit of £200 if he is
S
not successful tenderer. 15 February, 1883 ..............................................................................................................
17
11. J. Clarke Wylie & Co., to Under-Secretary for Works, that matter of deposit stand over for three'or four days
16 February, 1883 ................................................................................................................................................... J > * 17
12. J. Clarke Wylie & Co., to Under-Secretary for Works, enclosing Treasury receipt for £200, beiiv deposit on *
tender. 20 February, 1883 ........................................................... .............. .......... .................. ’........ °
f...........
17
13. Mason Bros, to Under-Secretary for Works, stopped payment of cheque for £200, that J. Clarke Wyiie Jo"Co!
received from them to deposit in Treasury. 21 February, 1883 ........................................................................... .. , 17
14. Accomitant, Bank of New South Wales, to Paymaster, Treasury—cheque for £200 drawn by Mason Bros, on
Oriental Bank, presented for payment and returned, is now charged to Treasury Account. 21 February, 18S3. IS
15. Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade to Under-Secrctary for Works, informing Mason Bros’, cheque for £200
has been returned, payment having been stopped—Clarke Wylie & Co. informed. 23 February, 1SS3.......... IS
16. Secretary for Works—as Clarke Wylio & Co. have not complied with teims of advertisement re deposit accept
next lowest tender. 24 February, 1883 ....................................................................................................................
IS
17. Secretary for Works—memo, for Mr. Moriarty and other heads of Branches, unless a Bank deposit accompanies
each tender such tender should not be accepted or dealt with. 24 February, 1883 ............................................. IS
IS. J. Clarke Wylie & Co. to Undor-Sccretary for Finance and Trade, wall deposit £200 as requested. 26 February,
1883 ..... . ................................ ............................................................... .................. . ...... .,,..............
IS
19. Secretary for Works, to get rid of complications in this ease think it desirable to call for fresh tenders, f>
March, 1883...................................................................................................................................................
IS
20. W. Wakeford—memo, received by Colonial Secretary complaining of injustice done to bonti-fijte contractors by
reason of Government having considered a tender which was informal, through not complying with terms of
conditions as to deposit. 9 March, 1883 ....................................................................................................................... 19
21. Crown Solicitor to Under-Secretary for Works, memo, in reference to Clarke Wylie & Co.'s tender. 13 March,
1883 .............................................................................................................................•;.................................................. ’
19
22. Undcr-Secretary for Works to John Robb—as fresh tenders have been invited, amount of deposit will be paid
upon application at Treasury. 16 March, 1883..........................................................................................................
19
23. Under-Secretary for Works to George Blunt—as fresh tenders have been invited, amount of deposit will be paid
upon application at Treasury. 16 March, 1883 ........................................................................................................... 19
24. Under-Secretary for Works to J. Brooks k Co.—as fresh tenders have been invited, amount of deposit will be
paid upon application at Treasury. 16 March, 1383 .............................................. ................................................. 20
25. Thos. Brooks & Co. to Under-Secretary for Works, for a refund of £200 deposit which accompanied his tender.
16 March, 1883 .................................................................................................. .............................. .............................
20
26. T. A. Bourke to Secretary, Harbours and Rivers Department, again requesting repayment of £200 deposited with
tender. 17 March, 1883 ........................................................... ......... .......... .... .. ........................... .................... 20
27. T. A. Bourke to Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers, to give orders for payment of his cash deposit of
£200. 20 March, 1883................................................................... ......................... ...................................................... 20
28. Assistant-Secretary, Bank of New South Wales, to Colonial Treasurer—Mason Bros’, cheque for £200 still remains
unpaid, and at debit of Govermnent Account. 21 March, 1883................................................................................ 21
29. Under-Seeretary for Works to Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade, forwarding deposit receipt for £200, to
be refunded to Bank of New South Wales for dishonored cheque. 31 March, 1883............................................ 21
30. Thomas Brooks to Under-Secrctary for Works, amount of deposit with his tender to be placed to his credit
without further delay. 3 April, 1883 ........................................................................................................................... 21
31. Under-Secretaiy for Finance and Trade to Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers, returning papers in
reference to Mason Bros’, cheque for £200 for which payment was stopped. 9 April, 1883 .............................. 21

*■
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^
No. 1.
The Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Livers to The Under-Secretary for Works.
Department of Public Works, Harbour and Hirers Brancli, Sydney, 12 December, 1882.
Pla-SS and specifications baying been prepared for the above work, I beg to recommend that tenders be
invited for the work, to be opened on the 23rd of January, 18S3.
E. 0. MOEIAETY,
---------12/12I'S2.
Approved.—J.L., 12/12/82.
Hrs. & Hirers.—J.E, B.C., 13-14/12/82.

No. 2.
The Undcr-Secretary for Works to The Engineer-in-Cliief for Harbours and Livers. Am0nntT0tedi
Sir,

Department of Public Works, Sydney, 23 January, 1883. Amo^?t'ot
The tenders, eight in number, for the work specified in the margin, are referred to you for
Sch(!,lul®
report, and you will have the goodness, as early as possible, to return them to me direct, for submission constmetion ot
reservoir andJ
to the Minister.
I have, &e,,
v orks at Walka,
Hunter River
water supply.

Ho. 1.

,

FORM OF TENDER.
Hustjoi Rivnn District Water StJFPLy.
Walka Reservoir, Tanks and Filter-beds.
Conirad No. 5.
22 January, 1SS.1.
I, the undersigned, do hereby undertake and agree to execute aud perform the whole of the works for making and
constructing the "Walka Reservoir, embankment, bye-wash, filter-beds, and other works, and complete the same according
to the true meaning and intent of the specification, general conditions, and drawings exhibited in connection therewith,
at the schedule of prices hereto attached.
I also guarantee to carry on the contract at the rate named in the general conditions attached to the specification,
and to complete and hand over the uholc of the works icady for use on or before the 31st day of March, 1SS5.
Signature—THOMAS BROOKS & CO.
Address in full—Scott-street, Newcastle.
1 enclose herewith a Treasury receipt for the sum of £200, paid to the Colonial Treasurer, which, in the event of my
Tender being accepted, and I failing thereafter to make the necessary cash deposit within fourteen days and complete the
Bond, I am prepared to absolutely forfeit to Her .Majesty tbe Queen.
Signature—TH0J1AS BROOKS.
SCHEDULE.
Approximate Quantities. Schedule
Xu

10S acres ..............

1
2
3

14,416 cubic yards ...

4

..

5

1,7S2 cubic yards ...

6

11,043 cubic yards

3,137 cubic yards

...

7

S3,474 cubic yards

...

8

4,919 cubic yards

...

9

14,892 cubic yards ...

10

9,697 super, yards ..
6,037 super, yards ...

11
12

100 cubic yards ...

13

190 cubic yards ...

14

9,995 super, yards . .

15

Item.

Clearing and stumping sites for reservoir, embankment,
&c., within the area specified.........................................
Extra clearing, if required .................................................
Construction of coffer-dams and other works in connection
with draining and keeping dry the site for the em
bankment through the lagoon .....................................
Excavating, removing, and stacking surface soil from site
for embankment, filter-beds, tanks, &c., soil to be re
served for soiling slopes, or disposed of as specified...
Excavation for the seat of embankment through the
lagoon between pegs 400 and 650................................
Excavation for puddle trench between pegs 400 and 650
below seat prepared for the embankment to whatever
depth it may lie necessary to go with the puddle.....
Excavation in puddle trench where deeper than 15 feet
below under side of surface soil ..................................
Filling in embankment, including both selected materials
and all other sound filling, rammed in plaee as
specified............................................................................
Puddle in trench where deeper than 15 feet below under
side of surface soil, and all puddle between pegs 400
and 650 up to surface prepared for seat of embank
ment ................................................................................
Puddle in trench where 15 feet deep and less, and in wall
above ground, and all other puddle used in this con
tract ................................................................................
Soiling and sowing slopes of embankment 9 inches thick
Soiling 6 inches thick and sodding 3 inches thick on
slopes, &c,, where required .........................................
Loose stone in rough blocks deposited along foot of em
bankment and elsewhere, if required ..........................
Loose stone broken to 4 inches gauge deposited along toe
of embankment...............................................................
Hand-pitching slopes of embankment with stone
averaging 12 inches thick, on broken stone 6 inches
thick, inclusive.................................................................

Rate.
£ s. d.
Lump sum.................. 500 0 0
® per acre.................
10 0 0
-Lump sum ................. S000 0 0
@ per cubic yard.......

0 3 0

@ per cubic yard......

0 4 0

® per cubic yard......

0 10 0

@ per cubic yard......

0 10 0

@ per cubic yard.....

0 4 6

@ per cubic yard.......

1 10 0

@ per cubic yard.......

1

@ per super, yard ...
@ per super, yard ...

0 16

@ per cubic yard.......

1 10 0

@ per cubic yard.......

0 9 0

@ per super, yard

0 16 0

...

0

0 0

3 0

-I

♦
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Approximate Quantities
300 super, yards .

ISchfdule
No.
16

611 lineal yards
011 lineal yards
011 lineal yards
Oil lineal yards
2,84o lineal feet ..

17
18
19
20
21

1,765 lineal feet ..

22

2,300 lineal feet ...

23

813 cubic yards

24

1,524 cubic yards .
409 cubic yards .
1,994 cubic yards .
137 cubic yards .
5 cubic yards .
2,785 cubic yards .
904 lineal yards .
1,284 super, yards .
298 cubic feet ...
1,450 super, feet.. .
400 super, feet....
1,902 lbs..................

25
20
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
30

20 cwt...............
28,812 super feet ...

37
38

3,228 cubic yards

39

80,374 super, feet. .
1,010 lineal yards

40
41

110 lineal yards

42
43

18 lineal yards

44

6 lineal yards

45

150 lineal yards

40

595 lineal yards

47

290 lineal yards

48

38 lineal yards

49

30 super, yards
2,250 super, feet. .
4,800 super, feet .

50
51
52

Item.

Rata

Hand-pitching, same as above, but 8 inches thick, and
£ s. d.
without broken stone underneath for sides of roads, @ per super, yard ..
0 10 0
on slopes or other places required ..............................
I Footing courses under fence wall, two courses complete @ per lineal yard . ...
0 15 0
Curb alongside road under fence......................................... @ per lineal yard ,. .
0 10 0
Fence wall coped complete ...............................................
@ per lineal yard. ...
5 0 0
Handpiling along road, finished and painted complete... @ per lineal yard...... -,100
Forming surface of approach roads ready for gravelling, 'j
including catting water-tables or side-drams, where J- @ per 100 lineal feet..
5 0 0
Repairing and maintaining Scoby'a-lane, including gra- )
veiling, &c., as specified................................................. ( ® per 100 lineal feet.,
Cutting open intercepting drains wdiere necessary, as /
specified ........................................................................... ^ @ per 100 lineal feet..
Metalling on all roadways where required, 2t" gauge )
(measured in heap) ............................................
j @ per cubic yard......
Ridge gravel on roadways (measured in heap)................. @ per cubic yard......
Concrete G to 1, as specified................................................ @ per cubic yard......
Concrete 9 to ], as specified................................ ............... @ per cubic yard ....
Dressed stone masonry .....................................................
@ per cubic yard......
Rubble masonry in cement ................................................. @ per cubic yard.....
Brickwork in walls, floors, piers, &c................................... ® per cubic yard......
Moulded brick copings......................................................... @ per lineal yard ....
Rendering j-ineh thick......................................................... @ per super, yard......
Hardwood in girders, corbels, beams, &c........................... @ per cubic foot ......
,,
planking ......................................................... @ per 100 of 1" thick
„
small scantling ........................................... @ per 100 of 1" thick
Wrought iron in bolts, fastenings, plates, bars, ladders,
galvanized or plain ......................................................... @ per lb.....................
Cast iron in brackets, covers, frames, &c........................... ® per cwt...................
Dry-laid brick drain flooring m filter-beds, complete as
specified............................................................................ ® per 100 feet super.
Providing and laying washed gravel and sand in filter@ per cubic yard ......
beds.................................................................................
Gravelling surface of ground round filter-beds and tanks @ per 100 feet square
Providing, laying, aud jointing 18" earthenware drain
pipes, including opemng and closing trenches .......... @ per lineal yard.....
Providing, laying, and jointiim 12" earthenware drain
© per lineal yard......
pipes, including opening and closing trenches .........
Providing, laying, and jointing 9' earthenware drain
pipes, including opening and closing trenches .......... j @ per lineal yard......
Providing, laying, and jointing 6" earthenware drain- 1
pipes, including opening and closing trenches .......... ( @ per lineal yard ....
Providing, laying, ami jointing 4" earthenware drain- )
pipes, including opening and closing trenches .......... j ® per lineal yard......
Laying, jointing, and testing 24" cast-iron pipes, both i
per lineal yard......
flanged and socket joints, finding lead, gaskets, &c. )
Daying, jointing, and testing IS" cast-iron pipes, valves, j
and troughs, both flanged aud socket joints, including L ©per lineal yard...
finding lead, gaskets. &c................................................. J
Layin
>dng, jointing, and testing 15" cast-iron pipes, including
finding leads, gaskets, &c................................................ © per lineal yard..
Laying, jointing, aud testing IT cast-iron pipes and'i
valves, both flanged and socket joints, including t @ per lineal yard...
finding lead, gaskets, &c.................................................J
Fainting three coats, exclusive of priming .................
© per super, yard......
Stockholm tarring, two coats ........................................
© per 100 feet super,
Coal-tar varnish on pipes, valves, &c., where exposed
@ per 100 feet super.

20 0 0
2 10 0
0 12 0
0
2
1
4
2
3
0
0
0
2
2
0

6
0
10
0
0
0
10
4
5
0
0
1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
G
0
0
0
0

2 0 0
1 10 0
0 10 0
0 11

0

0 16 0
0 13

0

0 9 0
0 0 G
0 5 0
3 0 0
2 10 0
2 0 0
1 10 0
0 4 0
0 4 0
0 3 0

The estimate of quantities given above is for the convenience of contractors, who must satisfy themselves as to its
accuracy. Its correctness is not in any way guaranteed by the Government.
kefA™The prices in the preceding Schedule include all labour, material, scaffolding, and workmanship of everv kind
necessary for the full ^nd perfect completion of the works to the satisfaction of the Engincer-in-Chief.
J
, .p... w.
Haute—THOMAS BROOKS Sc CO.
To the Secretary for Public Works.
Address—Newcastle.
..... Should the foregoing tender be accepted, I, the undersigned, hereby undertake to deposit with the Secretary for
lubbc ttorks, withm fourteen days from the notification of the acceptance of the said tender, the sum of £3 000 as
security for the due performance or the contract.
’
Name—THOMAS BROOKS.

No. 2.
FORM OF TENDER,
Hu.n’ter River District Water Sutrlt,
Walla Reservoir, Tanks and Filter-beds.
Contract ATo. 5.
I, the undersigned, do hereby undertake and agree to execute and perform the whole of the works for makin/and con
structing the \\ alka Reservoir, embankment, bye-wash, filter-beds, and other works, and complete the same according to
the true meaning and intent of the specification, general conditions, and drawings exhibited in connection therewith at
the schedule of prices hereto attached.
’
I also guarantee to carry on the contract at the rate named in the general conditions attached to the specification,
and to complete and hand over the whole of the works ready for use on or before the 31st day of March, 1885.
’
Signature—G. BLUNT.
Address in full—Metropolitan Hotel, Sydney.
1 enclose herewith a Treasury receipt for the sum of £200, paid to the Colonial Treasurer, which, in the event of this
tender being accepted, and I failing thereafter to make the necessary cash deposit within fourteen days and complete the
Bond, 1 am prepared to absolutely forfeit to Her Majesty the Queen.
Signature—G. BLUNT.
SCHEDULE.

r
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SCHEDULE.
Approximate Quantities. SrjfJ'llt
108 acres

14,410 cubic yards .
11,043 cubic yards .
1,782 cubic yards
3,137 cubic yards .
83,474 cubic yards .
4,919 cubic yards .

14,802 cubic yards .
9,097 super, yflrda .
6,037 super, yards .
100 cubic yards .
190 cubic yards
9,995 super, yards
300 super, yards .
611 lineal yards
611 lineal yards
Oil lineal yards
Oil Imcal yards
2,845 lineal icei. .
1,705 lineal feet ...
2,300 lineal feet ...
S13 cubic yards
1,524
409
1,994
137
5
2,785
904
1,284
298
1,450
400
1,902

cubic yards
cubic yards
cubic yards
cubic yards
cubic yards
cubic yards
lineal yards
super, yards
cubic feet ..
super, feet. .
super, feet...
lbs................

20 cwt...............
28,812 super, feet...
3,228 cubic yards
80,374 super feet ...
1,016 lineal yards
110 lineal yards

IS lineal yards
6 lineal yards
ICO lineal yards
595 lineal yards
290tlineal yards
38 lineal yards
30 super, yards .
2,250super, foot...
’ 4,800 super, foot....

Item.

Rate.

£ s, d.
Clearing and stumping sites for reservoir, embankment,
435 0 0
&o., witbin the area specified ..................................... Lump sum .
Extra clearing, if required ................................................. @ per acre .
9 0 0
Construction of coffer-dams and other works in connec
tion with draining and keeping dry the site for the Lump sum . ,.
2200 0 0
embankment through the lagoon................................
Excavating, removing, and slacking surface soil from site
foi embankment, iittcr-beds, tanks, &c., soil to be re @ per cubic yard ...
0 1 9
served for soiling slopes, or disposed of as specified
f>
Excavation for the seat of embankment through the
0 2 8
lagoon between pegs 400 and 050.................................. @ per cubic yard ...
0
Excavation for puddle trench between pegs 400 and 650
below seat prepared for the embankment to whatever @ per cubic yard .
0 2 7
depth it may be necessary to go vrith the puddle . ...
7 i Excavation in puddle trench where deeper tiian 15 feet
0 3 0
below under side of surface soil ................................. @ per cubic yard ...
S
Filling in embankment, including both selected materials
0 2 8
and all other sound filling, rammed in place as specified @ per cubic yard ...
9
Puddle in trench where deeper than 15 feet below under
side of surface soil, and all puddle betn een pegs 400
0 6 6
and 650 up to surface prepared for seat of embank @ per cubic yard ...
ment ................................................................................
10
Puddle in trench whcic 15 feet deep and leas, and in wall
0 6 3
above ground, aud all other puddle used in this contract ® per cubic yard ... .
11
Soiling and sowing slopes of embankment 9 inches thick @ per super, yard... .
0 0 5
12
Soiling 6 niches thick and sodding 3 inches thick on
@
per
super,
yard
.
..
0 1 0
slopes, &c., where required ........................................
13
Loose stone in rough blocks deposited along foot of em
0 6 0
bankment and elsewheie, if required .......................... @ per cubic yard.....
14
Loose stone broken to 4 inches gauge deposited along toe
0 7 0
of embankment................................................................. @ per cubic yard......
15
Hand-pitching slopes of embankment with stone averaging
0 11 3
12 inches thick, on broken stone 0 inches thick. inclusive > @ per super, yard.
10
Hand-pitching, same as above, but 8 inches thick and
without broken stone underneath for sides of roads, ® per super, yard..
0 7 4
on slopes or other places required ................................
17
Footing courses under fence wall, t wo courses complete
@ per lineal yard .. .
0 14 6
IS
Curb alongside road under fence ....................................... @ per lineal yard . ..
0 8 9
19
Fence wall coped complete ................................................. (oi per lineal yard....
1 0 0
20
Handrailing along road, finished and painted complete... © per lineal yard.....
0 9 3
21
Forming surface of approach roads ready for gravelling
including cutting water tables or side drains, where @ per 100 lineal feet..
3 10 0
necessary .........................................................................
22
Repairing and maintaining Seoby’s lane, including gravel
8 10 0
ling, &c., as specified ....................... ............................. @ per 100 lineal feet..
23
Cutting ojion intercepting drains where necessary, as
0 10 0
specified............................................................................. © per 100 lineal feet..
24
Metalling on all roadways where required, 2^" gauge
0 9 9
(measured in heap) ......................................................... @ per cubic yard ....
25
Ridge gravel on roadways (measured in heap).................
@ per cubic yard.....
0 4 6
20
Concrete 6 to 1, as specified................................................. © per cubic yard.....
1 15 0
Concrete 9 to 1, as specified................................................ © per cubic yard......
27
1 10 0
28
.Dressed stone masonry......................................................... © per cubic yard . .
3 2 6
29
Rubble masonry in cement ................................................. @ per cubic yard......
2 10 6
30
Brickwork in -walls, floors, piers, &c................................... @ per cubic yard......
3 0 0
31
Moulded brick copings ........................................................ © per lineal yard.....
0 7 0
32
Rendering J-inch thick ........................................................ @ per super, yard......
0 5 9
33
Hardwood in girders, corbels, beams, &c........................... @ per cubic foot ......
0 0 0
34
„
planking ......................................................... @ per 100 of 1" thick.
2 10 0
35
,,
small scantling ............................................. @ per 100 of 1" thick.
2 10 0
30
Wrought iron in bolts, fastenings, plates, bars, ladders,
@
per
lb.....................
0 0 6
galvanized or plain .........................................................
37
Cast iron in brackets, covers, frames, &c........................... @ per cwt...................
1 15 0
38
Dry-laid brick drain flooring in filter-beds, complete as
@
per
100
ft.
super...
2 10 0
specified............................................................................
39
Providing and laying washed gravel and sand in filter0 8 6
beds.................................................................................... @ per cubic yard......
40
Gravefling surface of ground round filter-beds and tanks © per 100 ft. square..
0 3 6
41
Providing, laying, and jointing 18“ earthenware drain
@
per
lineal
yard......
0 19 0
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ..........
42
Providing, laying, and jointing 12“ earthenware drain
0 12 0
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ........ © per lineal yard.....
43
Providing, laying, and jointing 9“ earthenware drain
@ per lineal yard......
0 9 6
pipes, including opening and closing trenches
44
Providing, laying, and jointing 6“ earthenware drain
@
per
lineal
yard......
0 8 9
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ..........
45
Providing, laying, and jointing 4" earthenware dram
®
per
lineal
yard......
0 7 6
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ..........
46
Laying, jointing, and testing 24" cast-iron pipes, both
0 10 9
flanged and socket joints, finding lead, gaskets, &c... @ per lineal yard......
Laying, jointing, and testing 18" cast-iron pipes, valves,
47
and troughs, both flanged aud socket joints, including • @ per lineal yard ... .
0 10 3
finding lead, gaskets, &c................................................
48
Laying, jointing, and testing] .15" cast-iron pipes, in
0 9 6
cluding finding lead, gaskets, &e................................... @ per lineal yard.....
49
Laying, jointing, and testing 12' cast-iron pipes and
valves, both flanged and socket joints, including -© per lineal yard .....
0 9 0
finding lead, gaskets, 5tc. ............................................
50
Painting three coats, exclusive of priming.......................... ® per super, yard..,
0 2 6
51
Stockholm tarring, two coats ............................................. @ per 100 feet sup..
10 0
52
Coal-tar vamish on pipes, valves, &c., where exposed ... ® per 100 feet sup..
1 5 0

1036'

,

)

-C1

C

•

The estimate of quantities given above is for the convenience of contractors-, who must satisfy themselves as to its
accuracy. Its correctness is not in anyway guaranteed by the Government.
The prices in the preceding Schedule include .all labour, material, scaffolding, and workmanship of every kind
necessary for the full and perfect completion of the works to the satisfaction of the Engmecr-in-Chief.
bTame—GEORGE BLUNT.
To the Secretary for Public Works,
Address—Metropolitan Hotel, King-street, Sydney.
Should the foregoing tender be accepted, I, the undersigned, hereby undertake to deposit with the Secretary for
Public Works, within fourteen days from the notification of the acceptance of the said tender, the sum of £3,000 as
security for the due performance of the contract.
Namc-G. BLUNT.
No. 3.
FORM OF TENDER.
Huxter Rivek District Water Scpplt.
Walka Reservoir, Tanks and Filter-beds,
Contract No. 5.
23 January, 1883.
We, the undersigned, do hereby undertake and agree to execute and perform the whole of the works for making and
constructing the Walka Reservoir, embankment, bye-wash, filter-beds, and other works, and complete the same accord
ing to the true meaning and intent of the specification, general conditions, and drawings exhibited in connection there
with, at tbe schedule of prices hereto attached.
We also guarantee to carry on the contract at the rate named in the general conditions attached to the specification,
and to complete and hand over the whole of the works ready for use on or before the 31st day of March, 1S85.
Signature—ROSS & DUNBAR.
Address in full—Alpine House, 233, Macquarie-street, Sydney.
We enclose herewith a Treasury receipt for the sum of £200, paid to the Colonial Treasurer, which, in the event of
our tender being accepted, and we failing thereafter to make the necessary cash deposit within fourteen days and complete
the Bond, we arc prepared to absolutely forfeit to Her Majesty the Queen.
Signature—ROSS & DUNBAR.
SCHEDULE.
Item.

Rate.

1

Clearing
and stumping
sites for reservoir, embankment, 1 Lump
r
&c. within
the !ari specied........................................|}
sum..................

£ b. d.
110 0 0

2
3

Extra clearing, if required ................................................. @ at per acre.............
5 0 0
Construction of coUer-dams and other works in connec- "j
tion with draining and keeping dry the site for the [-Lump sum.................. 2,920 S 0
embankment through the lagoon................................. J
Excavating, removing, and stacking surface soil froml
site for embankment, filter-beds, tanks, &c., soil to be J-@ per cubic yard.....
0 2 3
reserved for soiling slopes, m- disposed of as specified J
Excavation for the scat of embankment through the )
.
,
lagoon between pegs 400 aud 650...................... .......... | @ Per c^b,0 yard.....
0 6 0
Excavation for puddle trench between pegs 400 and 6001
below seat prepared for the embankment to whatever [-@ per cubic yard.....
0 7 0
depth it may be necessary to go with the puddle...... J
Excavation in puddle trench where deeper than 15 feet ) -,
..
below under side of surface soil . . ........................... | ® per Cabl° ^.....
0 7 0
Filling in embankment, including both selected materials
0 2 0
and all other sound filling, rammed inplacesasspecified @ per cubic yard ..
Puddle in trench where deeper than 15 feet below under
side of surface soil, and all puddle between pegs 400
0 8 0
and 650 up to surface prepared for seat of embank @ per cubic yard .
ment ................................................................................
Puddle in trench where 15 feet deep and less, and in wall'l
above ground, and all other puddle used in this [■ @ per cubic yard
0 6 0
contract ...........................................................................J
Soiling and sowing slopes of embankment 0 inches thick @ per cubic yard
0 2 0
Soiling 0 inches thick and sodding 3 inches thick on ) ^
, .
,
slopes, &c„ where required .......................................... [ ® P® cub,c yard
0 2 6
Loose stone in rough blocks deposited along foot of
■ @ per cubic yard......
0 G 6
embankment and elsewhere, if required.
Loose stone broken to 4 inches gauge deposited along toe ) ^
, .
,
0 6 6
of embankment............................................................... j (&. per cubic yard
Hand-pitching slopes of embankment with stone averag
ing 12 inches thick, on broken stone 6 inches thick,
0 10 6
.....
inclusive............................................................................
Hand-pitching, same as above, but 8 inches thick and
without broken stone un lemeath for sides of roads,
per super, yard......
0
0
on slopes or other places i equired.................................
I, per lineal vyard.....
Footing courses under fence wall, two courses complete...
0 6 6
Curb alongside road under fence......................................... @ per lineal yard
0 5 6
Fence wall coped complete ................................................. ® per lineal yard.......
1 0 0
Handi-ailing along road, finished and paintedcomplete... @ per lineal yard....
0 10 8
Forming surface of approach roads ready for gravelling, 'l
including cuttmg water tables or side drains, where j-@ per 100 lineal feet..
1 5 0

Approximate Quantities. , So^u1'

108 acres ..........

14,416 cubic yards ...

4

11,043 cubic yards ...

5

1,782 cubic yards ...

6

3,137 cubic yards ..

7

83,474 cubic yards ...

S

4,919 cubic yards ...

9

14,802 cubic yards ...

10

9,697 super, yards ...
6,037 super, yards ...

11
12

100 cubic yards ...

13

190 cubic yards ...

14

9,995 super, yards ...

15

300 super, yards ...

16

611
611
611
611
2,845

lineal yards ...
lineal yards ...
lineal yards ...
lineal yards ...
lineal feet......

17
IS
19
20
21

1,765 lineal feet......

22

2,300 lineal feet......

23

813 cubic yards ...

24

1,524 cubic yards
409 cubic yards
1,994 cubic yards
137 cubic yards
5 cubic yards
2,785 cubic yards
904 lineal yards

...
...
...
...
...
..
..

25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Repairing and maintaining Scoby’s lane, including gravel
ling, &c., as specified ..................................................... ■ © per 100 lineal feet..
Cutting open intercepting drains where necessary, as J
er jon j, 1 f t
Metalling on all roadways where required, 2^" gauge j „
,■
,
(measured in heap) ....................................................... j ® por cnm<: Para.......
Ridge gravel on roadways (measured in heap)............... @ per cubic yard ...
Concrete 6 to 1, as specified................................................ @ per cubic yard .. .
Concrete 9 to 1 as specified................................................. @ per cubic yard.....
Dressed stone masonry ....................................................... @ per cubic yard.....
Rubble masonry in cement................................................. ® per cubic yard.....
Brickwork in walls, floors, piers, &c...................... ............ @ per cubic yard ...
Moulded brick copings......................................................... ©per lineal yard ....

6 10 0
0 10 0
0 6 0
0
2
1
4
2
3
0

4 0
6 0
15 0
10
14 0
10 0
6 0

M t
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Approximate Quantities. ^ohednif
No.

1,284 super, yards ,.
293 cubic feet ....
1,450 super, feet
400 super, feet ..
1,902 lbs..................

32
33
34
35
36

20 'cwt..................
28,812 super, feet......

37
38

3,228 cubic yards .,

39

80,374 super, feet

..

40

1,016 lineal yards ..

41

110 lineal yards ..

42
43

18 lineal yards

.,.

44

6 lineal yards ...

45

150 lineal yards ..

46

595 lineal yards ..

47

290 lineal yards ..

48

38 lineal yards ..

49

30 super, yards ..
2,250 super, feet ..
4,800 super, feet ,,

50
51
52

\
Bate.

Item.

Ecndering |-incli tJiick.........................................................
Hardwood in girders, corbels, beams, &c., ......................
,,
planking.........................................................
,,
small scantling .............................................
Wrought iron in bolts, fastenings, plates, bars, ladders,
galvanized or plain ...................... ..................................
Cast iron in brackets, covers, frames, &c..........................
Dry-laid brick drain floonng in filter-beds, complete as I
specified ........................................................................... j
Providing and laying washed gravel and sand in filterbeds....................................................................................

£
0
0
1
1
0
0

@ per super, yard.....
@ per cubic foot ....
@ per 100 of 1" thick.
@ per 100 of 1" thick.
@ per lb.....................
@ per cwt...................
@ per 100 ft. super. .

d,
6
6
0
0
6
4

2 5 0
0 7 0

@ per cubic yard .....

@ per 100 ft, square,
Gravelling surface of ground round filter-beds aud tanks
= 100,000 square ft
Providing, laying, and jointing 18" earthenware drain
@
per lineal yard ..
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ..........
Providing, laying, and jointing 12" earthenware drain
pipes, including opening and closing trenches .......... @ per lineal yard ...
Providing, laying, and jointing 9" earthenware drain
@ per lineal yard ...
pipes, including opening and closing trenches .........
Providing, laying, and jointing 6" earthenware drain
pipes, including opening and closing trenches .......... @ per lineal yard ...
Providing, laying, aud jointing 4"earthenware drain' @ per lineal yard .,.
pipes, including opening and closing trenches .......... ,
Laying, jointing, and testing 24" cast-iron pipes, both '
flanged and socket joints, finding lead, gaskets, &c.... @ per lineal yard . .
Laying, jointing, and testing 18" cast-iron pipes, valves,
and troughs, both flanged and socket joints, including @ per lineal yard ..
finding lead, gaskets, &e.................................................
Laying, jointing, and testing 15" cast-iron pipes, including
finding lead, gaskets, &c................................................. @ per lineal yard ..
Laying, jointing, and testing 12" cast-iron pipes and valves,
both flanged and socket joints, including finding lead,
gaskets, &e. ....................................................................
Painting three coats, exclusive of priming ......................
Stocbhmm tarring, two coats.............................................
Coal-tar varnish on pipes, valves, &c., where exposed ...

s.
2
4
10
10
0
0

4 0 0
1

5 0

0 10 0
0 4 0
0

2 0

0 2 0
1 2 0
0 16 5
0 10 0

@ per lineal yard ....

0 11 2

@ per super, yard...
@ per 100 feet sup.
@ per 100 feet sup.

0 1 4
0 3 8
0 3 8

The estimate of quantities given above is for the convenience of contractors, who must satisfy themselves as to its
accuracy. Its correctness is not in any way guaranteed by the Government.
The prices in the preceding Schedule include all labour, material, scaffolding, and workmanship of every kind neces
sary for the full and perfect completion of the works to the satisfaction of the Engineer-in-Chief.
Name—EOSS & DUNBAR,
To the Secretary for Public Works.
Address—233, Macquarie-street, Sydney.
Should the foregoing tender be accepted, we, the undersigned, hereby undertake to deposit with the Secretary for
Public Works, within fourteen days from the notification of the acceptance of the said tender, the sum of £3,000 as security
for the due performance of the contract,
Name—ROSS & DUNBAR.

No. 4.
FORM OF TENDER.
Hunteb Rivbk District Water Supply,
Walka Reservoir, Tanks and Filter-beds.
Contract 2fo. 5.
19 January, 1883.
1, the undersigned, do hereby undertake and agree to execute and perform the whole of the works for making and con
structing the Walka Reservoir, embankment, bye-wash, filter-beds, and other works, and complete the same according
to the true moaning and intent of the specification, general conditions, and drawings exhibited in connection therewith,
at the schedule of prices hereto attached,
I also guarantee to carry on the contract at the rate named in the general conditions attached to the specification,
and to complete and hand over the whole of the works ready for use on or before the 31st day of March, 1885.
Signature—JOHN ROBB.
Address in full—123, Collins-street West, Melbourne, Victoria.
1 enclose herewith a Treasury' receipt for the sum of £200, paid to the Colonial Treasurer, which, in the event of
my tender being accepted, and I failing thereafter to make the necessary cash deposit within fourteen days and complete
the Bond, I am prepared to absolutely forfeit to Her Majesty the Queen.
Signature—JOHN BOBB.
SCHEDULE.
Approximate Quantities.

Item.

Rate.

£
108 acres

14,416 cubic yards ...

11,043 cubic yards ...
1,782 cubic yards ...

Clearing and stumping sites for reservoir, embank-\ T llmm CIlm
ment, &c,, within the area specified.......................... /
”
............
Extra clearing, if required ............................................. @ per acre............
Construction of coffer-dams and other works in connec-1
tion with draining and keeping dry the site for the j-Lump sum............
embankment through the lagoon ..............................J
Excavating, removing, and stacking surface soil from j
site for embankment, filter-beds, tanks, &c.,soil to I ^
.,„vri
be reserved for soiling slopes, or disposed of as f® P" cuulc iarQ '
specified..........................................................................J
Excavation for the seat of embankment through the \ ,cubic yard ,
lagoon between pegs 400 and650 ............................... j'iS'P
j
•
Excavation for puddle trench between pegs 400 and 650 \
below seat prepared for the embankment to f ! per cubic yard .
whatever depth it may be necessary to go with the f
puddle.............................................................................. )

s. d.

756 0 0
12 0 0
1,300 0 0

0 2 6
0 3 0
0 6 0

1038
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Approximate Quantities. Scl^ule

Bate.

Item.

3,137 cubic yards .
83,474 cubic yards .

Filling in embankment, including both
materials and all other sound filling, ra
place as specified ........................................

4,919 cubic yards ,

)
! @ per cubic yard.....

£ s. d.
0 8 0

V @ per cubic yard......

0 2 4

|
per cubic yard.....

14,802 cubic yards .

10

9,697 super, yards .

11

6,037 super, yards .

12

100 cubic yards .

13

190 cubic yards .

this contract .............................................
Soiling and sowing slopes of embankment

0

7 0

1
.
i-@ per cubic yard .......

0 7

> @ per super, yard ...

0 0 6

0

| @ per super, yard ...

0

'I
V @ per cubic yard......

0 6 0

14

j @ per cubic yard......

0

9,995 super, yards .

15

300 super yards .

16

Hand-pitching slopes of embankment with stone aver
aging 12 inches thick, on broken stone 6 ii
> @ per super, yard ...
thick, inclusive................... ...............................
Hand-pitching same as above, but 8 inches thick and | @ per super, yard ...
without broken stone underneath for sides of roads,
on slopes or other places required....................
...@ per lineal yard......
..©per lineal yard......
...@ per lineal yard......
Handrailing along road, finished and painted complete
per lineal yard......
Forming surface of approach roads ready for gravelling, | @ per 100 lineal feet
including cutting water tables or side drains, where
necessary ..............................................................
Repairing and maintaining Scoby’s lane, includ
| @ per 100 lineal feet
gravelling, &c,, as specified ...............................
Cutting open intercepting drains where necessary, as | % per 100 lineal feet

611 lineal yards
01L lineal yards
611 lineal yards
611 lineal yards
2,845 lineal feet ...

17
18
19
20
21

slopes, &c., where required
Loose stone in rough blocks <

1,765 lineal feet ....

22

2,300 lineal feet ....

23

813 cubic yards .

24

| @ per cubic yard......

1,52+ cubic yards .
409 cubic yards .
1,994 cubic yards .
137 cubic yards .
5 cubic yards .
2,785 cubic yards .
904 lineal yards .
1,284 super, yards.
298 cubic feet __
1,450 super, feet__
400 super, feet....
1,902 lbs..................

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

@ per cubic yard......
@ per cubic yard......
@ per cubic yard......
@ per cubic yard......
@ per cubic yard......
© per cubic yard......
@ per lineal yard ....
Rendering
@ per super, yard ...
Hardwood in girders, corbels, beams, &c.
@ per cubic foot .......
planking................................
@ per 100 of 1" thick
@ per 100 of 1" thick
■Wrought iron in bolts, fastenings, plates, bars, ladders, | @ per lb.......................
galvanized or plain .....................................................
Cast iron in brackets, covers, frames, &c....................... @ per cwt...................
Dry-Laid brick drain flooring in filter-beds, complete
per 100 ft. super,,.
as specified....................................................................
Providing aud laying washed gravel and sand in | ® per cubic yard......
filter-beds ...................................................................
Gravelling surface of ground round filter-beds and tanks @ per 100 ft. square
Providing, laying, and jointing 18" earthenware drain | @ per lineal yard......
pipes, including opening and closing trenches .. .
Providing, laying, and jointing 12" earthenware drain
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ...... @ per lineal yard......
Providing, laying, and jointing 9" earthenware drain
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ...... ® per lineal yard......
Providing, laying, and jointing 6" earthenware drain
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ...... ©per lineal yard ....
Providing, laying, and jointing d" earthenware drain
Jiipes, inclding opening and closing trendies.......... © per lineal yard......
Laying, jointing, and testing 24" cast-iron pipes, both
flanged and socket joints, finding lead, gaskets, &c. @ per lineal yard......
Laying, jointing, and testing 18" cast-iron pipes,
valves, and troughs, both flanged and socket joints, @ per lineal yard......
including finding lead, gaskets, &c...........................
Laying, j ointing, and testing 15" cast-iron pipes, includ
ing finding lead, gaskets, &c...................................... @ per lineal yard......

20 cwt.............
28,812 super, feet.,

37
38

3,223 cubic yards

39

80,374 super, feet ..
1,016 lineal yards

40
41

110 lineal yards

42
43

18 lineal yards

44

6 lineal yards

45

150 lineal yards

46

595 lineal yards

47

290 lineal yards

48

38 lineal yards

49

30 super, yards .
2,250 super, feet ...
4,800 super, feet....

50
51
52

J
J

1

6

7 0

0 12 0
0 9 0
1
0
1
1

12 0
15 9
0 0
10 0

9

6 0

9

6

0

7 6

0
0
2
2
5
2
2
0
0
0
2
3
0

0

8 0
6
12
2
0
10
12
4
6
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
0

1

0

7

2

0 0
3 12 0

0 12 0
0 10 0
1 10 0
1

0 0

0 15

0

0 10 0
0 S 0
1 0 0
0 16

0

0 [5 0

per lineal yard......

0 10 0

@ per super, yard......
Stockholm tarring, two coats......................................... ® per 100 feet sup. ...
Coal-tar varnish on pipes, valves, &c,, where exposed © per 100 feet sup. ...

0 2 0
0 5 0
0 10 0

)

The estimate of quantities given above is for tbe convenience of contractors, who must satisfy themselves as to its
accuracy. Its correctness is not in any way guaranteed by the Government.
The prices in tbe preceding Schedule include all labour, material, scaffolding, and workmanship of every kind neces
sary for the full and perfect completion of the works to the satisfaction of the Engineer-in-Chief.
m ,, c
,
.
,,,
Name—JOHN” ROBB.
To the Secretary for Public Works.
Address—123, Coliins-sfi West, Melbourne.
,,
Should the foregoing tender be accepted, I, the undersigned, hereby undertake to deposit with the Secretary for
1 ublic W orks, within fourteen days from the notification of the acceptance of tbe said tender, tbe sum of £3,000 as security
lor the due performance of the contract.
Name—JOHN ROBB,

--------------------

No. 5.
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POEM OF TENDER.
Hunter River District Water Sutplv.
Walka Reservoir, Tanks and Filter-beds,
Contract Wo. 5.

•

L
IS January, 1883.
I, the undersigned, do hereby undertake and agree to execute and perform the whole of the works for making and con
structing the Walka Reservoir, embankment, bye-wash, filter-beds, and wotber orks, and complete the same according
to the true meaning and intent of the specification, general conditions, and drawings exhibited in connection therewith,
at the schedule of prices hereto attached.
'
I also guarantee to carry on the contract at the rate named in the general conditions attached to the specification,
and to complete and hand over the whole of the works ready for use on or before the 31st day of March, 18S5.
Signature—JAMES RUSSELL.
Address in full—Contractor, Newcastle, N.S.W.
I enclose herewith a Treasury receipt for the sum of £200, paid to the Colonial Treasurer, which, in the event of my
tender being accepted, and my failing thereafter to make the necessary cash deposit within fourteen days and complete the
Rond, 1 am prepared to absolutely forfeit to Her Majesty the Queen.
Signature—.1 AMES RUSSELL.
SCHEDULE.
Approximate Quantities.

Item.

Kate.
£

108 acres

K, 410 cubic yards ..

11,043 cubic yards .
1,782 cubic yards ..
3,137 cubic yards ..
83,474 cubic yards .
4,919 cubic yards ..

34,802 cubic yards .

10

9,(197 super yards ..
0,037 super yards .

11
12

100 cubic yards ..

13

190 cubic yards

14

.

9,995 super, yards
300 super, yards ..
0)1 lineal yards
611 lineal yards
611 lineal yards
Oil lineal yards
2,845 lineal feet ...

15
10
17
18
19
20
21

1,765 lineal feet ..

22

2,300 lineal feet ..

23

SI3 cubic yards

24

1,624 cubic yards
409 cubic yards
1,994 cubic yards
137 cubic yards
5 cubic yards
2,785 cubic yards
904 lineal yards
1,284 super, yards
29S cubic feet ...
1,450 super, feet...
400 super, feet...
1,902 lbs................

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

20 cwt...............
28,812 super, feet...

37
38

351—B

Clearing and stumping sites for reservoir, embankment,
Lump sum .
Ac., within the area specified ..................................
Extra clearing, if required ............................................
per acre .
Construction of coffer-dams and other works in connec
tion with draining and keeping dry the site for the 1 Lump sum
embankment through the lagoon ............................ )
Excavating, removing, and stacking surface soil from
site for embankment, lifter-beds, tanks, &c.. soil to f „
.,
he reserved for soiling slopes, or disposed of as C ® ^er CU *C ^ar '
specified........................................................................ )
Excavation for tbe seat of embankment through the ) ^
,■
,
lagoon betu een pegs 400 and 650..................
|@
cubic i™"1 ■
Excavation for puddle trench between pegs 400 and 650
below seat prepared for the embankment to what- ! ■ @ per cubic yard .
ever depth it may be necessary to go with the puddle
Excavation in puddle trench where deeper than 15 feet |
© per cdbic yard .
below under side of surface soil .....................
Filling in embankment, including both selected mate- j
rials and all other sound filling, rammed in place as ■ ® per cubic yard ...
specified......................................................................... ]
Puddle in trench where deeper than 15 feet below '
under side of surface soil, and all puddle between (
• © per cubic yard
pegs 400 and 650 up to surface prepared for scat of
embankment................................................................. (
Puddle in trench where 15 feet deep and less, and in j
wall above ground, and all other puddle used in - @ per cubic yard .
this contract .................................................................
Soiling and sou illg slopes of embankment 9 inches thick @ per super, yard..
Soiling 0 inches thick and sodding 3 inches thick on!
yard..
slopes, fee., where required ... ................................ l)er suPer
Loose stone in rough blocks deposited along foot of )
,,
embankment and elsewhere, if required ................... | ® per cubic yard ...,
Loose stone broken to 4 inches gauge deposited along ) ^
,
toe of embankment............. ...... .................. “ | @ per cubic yard ....
Hand-pitching slopes of embankment with stone aver- 1
aging 12 inches thick, on broken stone 6 inehes > @ per super, yard__
thick, inclusive ............................................................ )
Hand-pitching, same as above, but S inehes thick aud )
without hrokeu stone underneath for sides of roads, > @ per super,yard....
on slopes or other places required...............................)
Footing courses under fence wall, two courses complete © per lineal yard ....
Curb .alongside read under fence........................................ © per lineal yard ...
Fence wall coped complete .............................................. @ per lineal yard ....
Handrailing along road, finished and painted complete ® per lineal yard ....
Forming surface of approach roads ready for gravelling
including cutting water tables nr side drains, were @ per 100 lineal feet .
necessary .............................................................
Repairing and maintaining Sooty’s lane, including
gravelling, Ac., as specified........................................ @ per 100 lineal feet..
Cutting open intercepting drains where necessary, as @ per jqo lineal feet..

j

"Sis

i®

-.

Ridge gravel on roadways (measured in heap).............. @ per cubic yard
Concrete 6 to 1, as specified............................................. @ per cubic yard__
Concrete 9 to 1, as specified............................................. @ per cubic yard ... .
Dressed stone masonry................................................... ® per cubic yard.....
Rubble masonry m cement............................................. @ per cubic yard.....
Brickwork in walls, floors, piers, &e............................... © per cubic yard ....
Moulded brick copings..................................................... @ per lineal yard ....
Rendering |-ineh thick..................................................... @ per super, yard... .
Hardwood in girders, corbels, beams, &e...................... @ per cubic foot .....
,,
planking ..................................................... ® per 100 of 1" thick..
,,
small scantling ......................................... ©per 100of 1"thick,.
Wrought iron in bolts, fastenings, plates, bars, ladders, ) ,,
,,
galvanized or plain ..................................................... j
P
........................
Cast iron in brackets, covers, frames, &c....................... @ per cwt..................
Dry-laid brick drain flooring in filter-beds, complete 1 „
r ,
as specified....................... .................................... ..... /@Per 1Wupper..

a. d.

540 0 0
20 0 0
1000 0 0

0 2 0
0 3 0
0 3 9
0 4 6
0 3 0

0 7 6

0 0 6
0 1
0 1

3
9

0 8

0

0 8

0

0 12 0
0 9 0
0
0
2
0
5

IS
8
10
12

0
0
0
6

0 0

15 0 0
0 15 0
0
0
2
1
5
3
2
0
0
0
1
1

8
5
2
IS
8
0
10
7
3
3
10
10

6
6
6
6
0
0
0
0
9
0
0
0

0 0 8
1 3 0
5 0 0
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Approximate Quantities Stjiodule
Ml

3,228 cubic yards ..

39

80,374 super, feet......
1,016 lineal yards ...

40
41

110 lineal yards

42

..

43
18 lineal yards ...

44

6 lineal y'ards ...

45

150 lineal yards ..

46

595 lineal yards ...

47

290 lineal yards ,..

48

38 lineal yards ..

49

30 super yards . .
2,250 super, feet......
4,800 super, feet. . ,

50
51
52

Item.

Rato.
£

Providing and laying washed gravel and sand in filter- )
heda................................................................................ j ® per cubic yard ....
G !'a''ellnig surface of ground round filter-beds andtanks @ per 100 feet square
Providing, laying, and jointing IS" earthenware drain )
pipes, including opening aud closing trenches ...... ( @ per lineal yard....
Providing, laying, and jointing 12v earthenware drain j
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ...... 1 @ per lineal yard......
Providing, laying, and jointing 9" earthenware drain i
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ...... ( <§ per lineal yard......
Providing, laying, and jointing (j" earthenware drain j
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ...... j @ per lineal yard.....
Providing, laying, and jointing 4" earthenware drain
pipes, including opening and closing trenches .... j @ per lineal yard.. ..
Laying, jointing, and testing 24" cast-iron pipes, both [
flanged and socket joints, finding lead, gaskets, &c. j @ per lineal yard.....
Laying, jointing, and testing IS" cast-iron pipes, valves, )
and troughs, both Hanged and socket joints, in- > @ per lineal yard......
chiding finding lead, gaskets, ftc................................. J
Laying, jointing, and testing 15" cast-iron pipes, in- j
eluding finding lead, gaskets, &c.
j @ per lineal yard.....
Laying, jointing, and testing 12" east-iron pipes and j
valves, both flanged and socket joints, including } © per lineal yard .. .
finding lead, gaskets, &c............................................... )
Painting three coats, exclusive of priming ................. @ per super, yard... .
Stockholm tarring, two coats ....................................... © per 100 feet miner..
Coal-tar varnish on pipes, valves, &o., where exposed. , © per 100 feet super ..

d

0 0 6
0 G 6
0 17
0

6

9 0

0 S

0

0 4 0
0

3 c

0 17

6

0 14

6

0 11

0

0

8 9

0 1 8
0 7 0
0 7 0

The estimate of quantities given above is for the convenience of contractors, who must satisfy themselves as to its
accuracy. Its correctness is not in any way guaranteed by the Government.
The prices in the preceding Schedule include all labour, material, scaffolding, and workmanship of every kind
necessary for the full and perfect completion of the works to the satisfaction of the Engmeer-in-Chief,
Name—.TA-MES BUSSELL,
To the Secretary for Public Works.
Address—Contractor, Newcastle.
_ Should the foregoing tender be accepted, I, the undersigned, hereby undertake to deposit with the Secretary for
Public Works, within fourteen days from the notification of the acceptance of the said tender, the sum of £3,000 as
security for the due performance of thee ontract.
Name—JAMES BUSSELL,
No. (i.
FORM OF TENDEE.
Hunter River District Water Sutfly.
Walka Reservoir, Tanks and Filter-beds.
Contract No. 0.
r
_
23 January, 1883.
We, the undersigned, do hereby undertake and agree to execute and perform the whole of the works for making and con
structing the Walka Reservoir, embankment, bye-wash, filter-beds, and other works, and complete the same according to
the true meaning and intent of the specification, general conditions, and drawings exhibited in connection therewith, at the
schedule of prices hereto attached.
We also guarantee to eairy on the contract at the rate named in the general conditions attached to the specification,
and to complete and hand over the whole of the works ready for use on or before the 31st day of March, 1SS5.
Signature—J. CLARKE WILLIE & Co.
Address in full—C/o Hon. J. M. Thompson, 98, Elizabeth-street, Sydney.
Ii c enclose herewith a Treasury' receipt for the sum of £200, paid to the Colonial Treasurer, which, in the event of
our tender being accepted, and our failing thcieaftcr to [make tbe necessary cash deposit within fourteen days and com
plete the Bond, we are prepared to absolutely foi-feit to Her Majesty the Queen.
Signature—J. CLARKE WYLIE k CO.
SCHEDULE.
Approximate Quantities. |Soh]^ule

108 acres.,

14,416 cubic yards ...
11,043 cubic yards ...

5

1,782 cubic yards ...

G

3,137 cubic yards

7

83.474 cubic yards . .
4,010 cubic yards

.

14,802 cubic yards ...

8
9

10

Item.

Clearing and stumping sites for reservoir, embankment,
&c., within the area specified .....................................
Extra clearing, if required .................................................
Construction of coffer-dams and other works in connec
tion with draining and keeping dry the site for the
embankment through the lagoon...................................
Excavating, removing, and stacking surface soil from site
foromiiankment. filter-beds, tanks, &c., soil to be re
served for soiling slopes, or disposed of as specified. .
Excavation for the seat of embankment through the
lagoon between pegs 400 and GuO..................................
Excavation for puddle trench between pegs 400 and 650
below seat prepared for tbe embankment to whatever
depth it may be necessary to go with the puddle ....
Excavation in puddle trench where deeper than 15 feet
below under side of surface soil ..................................
Filling in embankment, including both selected materials
and all otiier sound filling, rammed in place as specified
Puddle in trench where deeper than 15 feet below under
side of surface soil, and all puddle between pegs 400
aud GoO up to surface prepared for scat of embank
ment .................................................................................
Puddle in trench where 15 feet deep and less, and in wall
aboveground, and all other puddle used in this contract

Kato.

£ S. d.
Lump sum.................... 020 0 0
@ per acre ..................
7 0 0
Lump sum.

2000 0 0

® per cubic yard.

0 1

2

© per cubic yard......

0 1

3

©per cubic yard....

0 3 0

© per cubic yard.....

0 4 0

@ per cubic yard......

0 2 0

© per cubic yard .....

0 8 0

@ per cubic yard......

0 7

0
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Approjjm&to Quantities. Schedule
No.

Item,

Rate.
£ s.

9,G97 super, yards..
6,037 super, yards..

11
12

]00 cubic yards ..

13

190 cubic yards ..

14

9,995 super, yards..

15

300 super, yards..
Cll
611
611
611
2,845

lineal yards .
lineal yards
lineal yards .
lineal yards .
lineal feet ....

16
17
18
19
20
21

1,765 lineal feet .

22

2,300 lineal feet ,

23

813 cubic yards .

24

1,524 cubic yards .
409 cubic yards .
1,994 cubic yards .
137 cubic yards .
5 cubic yards .
2,785 cubic yards .
904 lineal yards .
1,284 super, yards .
298 cubic feet ....
1,450 super, feet.
400 super, feet ...
1,902 lbs..................

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

20 cwt...............
28,812 super, feet..,

37
38

3,228 cubic yards

39

30,374 super, feet...
1,010 lineal yards

40
41

110 lineal yards

42
43

18 lineal yards

44

6 lineal yards

45

150 lineal yards

46

595 lineal yards

47

290 lineal yards

48

38 lineal yards

49

30 super, yards .
2,250 super, feet,...
4,800 super, feet...

50
51
52

Soiling and sowing slopes of embankment 9 inches think @ per super, yard....
Soiling 6 inches thick and sodding 3 inches thick on slopes j „
^
&c., where required.........................................................
^
.....
Loose stone in rough blocks deposited along foot of em- j m
bankment and elsewhere, if required ........................ j ® per cubic yam.......
Loose stone broken to 4 inches gauge deposited along toe j ^
culjic ar(j
of embankment................................................................ f^
J
.....
Hand-pitching slopes of embankment with stone averag- i
ing 12 inches thick, on broken stone 6 inches thick, J-@ per super, yard.....
Hand-pitching, same as above, but 8 inches thick and )
without broken stone underneath for sides of mads on >@ per super, yard ....
slopes or other places required.................................... J
Footing courses under fence wail, two courses complete @ per lineal yard.....
Curb alongside road under fence......................................... @ per lineal yard.. ..
Fenee wall coped complete ................................................. ® per lineal yard.....
Handrailing along road, finished and painted complete.., @ per lineal yard.....
Forming surface of approach roads ready for gravelling, )
including cuttmg water tables or side drains, where >@ per 100 lineal feet..
necessary ....................................................................... )
Repairing and maintaining Scoby’s lane, including gravel- j ~
J00 jj j foet
ling, &c., as specified ................................................... $ ° 1
”
Cuttmg open intercepting drains where necessary, as j
10(j ]ineal feet
specified ............................................................................ j1
"
Metalling on all roadways where required, 2i° gauge j
cul)ic
d
(measured in heap) ......................................................... ('-■f
j
......
Ridge gravel on roadways (measured inheap)................. @ per cubic yard ....
Concrete C to 1, as specified................................................. @ per cubic yard.....
Concrete 9 to 1, as specified................................................. @ per cubic yard.....
Dressed stone masonry......................................................... @ per cubic yard.....
Rubble masonry in cement ................................................. @ per cubic yard ....
Brickwork in walls, floors, piers, &c................................... @ per cubic yard ....
Moulded brick copings......................................................... ® per lineal yard ....
Rendering J-inch thick......................................................... @ per super, yard.. ..
Hardwood in girders, corbels, beams, &c......................
@ per cubic foot ....
,,
planking......................................................... ® per 100 of 1" thick
,,
small scantling ............................................. @ per 100 of 1" thick
Wrought iron in bolts, fastenings, plates, bars, ladders, ) ^ Tin(i ^
galvanised or plain ......................................................... j U P
......................
Cast iron in brackets, covers, frames, &c........................... @ per cwt...................
Dry-laid brick drain flooring in filter-beds, complete as /
t|Cr !(>0 foct
specified............................................................................ - e ■
Providing and laying washed gravel and sand in filter- | g. per eul)ic yard
Gravelling surface of ground round filter-beds and tanks @ per 100 feet square.
Providing, laying, and jointing 18" earthenware drain
@ per lineal yard.....
pipes, including opening and closing trenches
Providing, laying, and jointing 12" earthenware drain j @
lineaI
d
pipes, mcluclmg opening ana closing trenches .......... J ^ r
J
Providing, laying, and jointing 9"oarthenware drain pipes, j „
lmoal
^
including opening and closing trenches ...................... j
”
1 J
‘
Providing, laying, and jointing G''earthenware drain pipes, @ pcr
yard
including opening and closing trenches ....... .......... j
Providing, laying, and jointing 4’marfhenwarc drain pipes,
@ per lineal yard.,,.
including opening and closing trenches .....................
Laying, jointing, and testing 24" cast-iron pipes, Ixith @ per lineal yard ...,
flanged and socket jomts, finding lead, gaskets, &c...
Laying, jointing, and testing 18" cast-iron pipes, valves, j
and troughs, both flanged and socket joints, including > @ per lineal yard... .
finding lead, gaskets, &c................................................. )
Laying jointing, and testing 15" cast-iron pipes, includ- @
15neal yar(1.....
mg finding lead, gaskets, otc........................................... j ^ r
j
Laying, jointing, and testing 12" cast-iron pipes aud j
valves, both flanged and socket joints, including find- > @ per lineal yard.....
ing lead, gaskets, &c........................................................ )
Painting three coats, exclusive of priming ...................... ® per super, yard ....
Stockholm tarring, two coats............................................. @ per 100 feet super.
Coal-tar varnish on pipes, valves, &e., where exposed ... @ per 100 feet super.

d.

0 0 6

0

1

0

0

1

0

0

7

0

0

15

0

1

0

16
0 19
0 17
0 3

0
6
6
0

0

6 0 0
14

0

0

0 10 0
0 7

0

0 5
2 15

G
0

2 12 0
10 0 0
1 15

0

2
0
0
0
1

15
3
3
6
10

0
0
9
0
0

1

5

0

0 0

9

1 15

0

2 10 0
0 10 0
0 15

0

1 10 0

1

0

0

0 15 0
0 10 0
0 7 0
1

5

0

1

0

0

0

38

0

0 17 0
0 3 0
0 4 0
0 2 0

The estimate of quantities given above is for the convenience of contractors, who must satisfy themselves as to its
accuracy. Its correctness is not in any way guaranteed by tbe Government.
The prices in tbe preceding Schedule include all labour, material, scaffolding, and workmanship of every kind neces
sary for the full and perfect completion of the works to the satisfaction of the Engineer-in-Chief.
Name—J. CLARKE WYLIE & CO.
Address—Care of Hon. J. M. Thompson,
To the Secretary for Public Works.
'
98 Elizabeth-street, Sydney.
Should tbe foregoing tender be accepted, we, tbe undersigned, hereby undertake to deposit with the Secretary for
Public Works, within fourteen days from the notification of the acceptance of tbe said tender, the sum of £3,000 as security
for the due performance of tbe contract.
1
Name—L CLAI1KE WYLIE & Co.
In consequence of fixed deposit in N. Z. Bank, Sydney, we cannot withdraw, but on application to Manager full
information is available.
J- S. WHITLOCK.

No. 7.
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No. 7.

-

POEM OF TENDER.
Hunter River District Water Supply.
Walka Reservoir, Tanks and Filter-beds.
Contract No. 5.
„
, .
t i
,
20 January, 1SS3.
We, the undersigned, do hereby undertake and agree to execute and perform the whole of the works for making mid
constructing the Walka Reservoir, embankment, bye-wash, filtcr-lieds, and other works, and complete the same according
to the true meaning and intent of the specification, general conditions, and drawings exhibited m connection therewith at
the schedule of prices hereto attached.
’
We also guarantee to carry on the contract at the rate named in the general conditions attached to the specification.
and to complete and hand over the whole of the works ready for use on or before the 31st day of March, 1 SSb
Signature—GREIG & MONEY,’
Per Robert Hay.
Address in full—Railway Camp, Armidale.
We enclose herewith a Treasury receipt for the sum of £200, paid to the Colonial Treasurer, which in the event of
our tender beiug accepted, iind our failing thereafter to make the necessary cash deposit within fourteen days and complete
the Rond, we are prepared to absolutely forfeit to Her Majesty the Queen.
Signature—GREIG k MONEY,
Per Rout. Hay.
^
.
Armidale, 20 January, IS S3.
As we are unable, on account of the shortness of time between now and the time for receiving tenders for the
Walka Reservoir, to enclose a Treasury receipt for the < eposit, wo will arrange for the A. J. S, Bank to lodge said receipt
on the morning of Tuesday next before the tenders close.
1
m, T. , „
.
GREIG & MONEY,
The under Secretary for Public "W orks.
}>,.r ji n [.T
SCHEDULE.
' ' '
Approximate Quantities.

Item.

10S acres ..........

14,416 cubic yards ,.

11,043 cubic yards ..
1,7S2 cubic yards ,.
3,137 cubic yards .,
83,474 cubic yards ..
4,919 cubic yards ..

14,802 cubic yards ..

10

9,697 super, yards ..
6,037 super, yards ..

11
12

100 cubic yards ..

13

190 cubic yards ..

14

0,995 super, yards ..

15

300 super, yards ..

16

611
611
611
611
2,845

lineal yards
lineal yards
lineal yards
lineal yards
lineal feet ...

17
18
19
20
21

1,705 lineal feet

22

2,300 lineal feet ...

23

813 cubic yards

24

1,524
409
1,994
137
5
2,785
904
1,284

cubic yards
cubic yards
cubic yards
cubic yards
cubic yards
cubic yards
liueal yards
super, yards

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

Uetc.

£ s. d.
Clearing and stumping sites for reservoir, embankment,
Lump
sum
..
,
1500 0 0
&c., within the area specified .....................................
Extra clearing, if required ................................................. @ per acre ..
50 0 0
Construction of coffer-dams and other works in connec
tion with draining unci keeping dry the site for the J Lump sum ....
3000 0 0
embankment through the lagoon.................................
Excavating, removing, and stacking surface soil from
site for embankment, filter-beds, tanks, ftc., soil to
0 6 0
be reserved for soiling slopes, or disposed of as spe @ per cubic yard .....
cified .......................................’......................................
Excavation for the seat of embankment through the
0 7 6
lagoon between pegs 400 and 650.................................. @ per cubic yard .....
Excavation for puddle trench between pegs 400 and 650
below seat prepared for the embankment to whatever ® per cubic yard . ...
0 10 0
depth it may be necessary to go with the puddle......
Excavation in puddle trench where deeper than 15 feet
0 12 G
below under side of surface soil .................................. @ per cubic yard .....
Filling in embankment, including both selected materials
and all other sound filling, rammed in place as spe ® per cubic yard . ,.
0 3 3
cified ................................................................................
Ruddle in trench where deeper than 15 feet below under
side of surface soil, and all puddle between pegs 400
0 12 6
and C50 up to surface prepared for seat of embank ■ © per cubic yard . ...
ment ................................................................................
Puddle in trench where 15 feet deep and less, and in wall
above ground, and all other puddle used in this con ® per cubic yard ....
0 7 G
tract ............................................................................
Soiling and sowing slopes of embankment 9 inches thick @ per super, yard.....
0 2 0
Soiling 6 inches thick and sodding 3 inches thick on | @ per super, yard.....
0 3 0
slopes, &c., where required ........................................
Loose stone in rough blocks deposited along foot of
@
per
cubic
yard
.
...
0 10 0
embankment and elsewhere, if required.....................
Loose stone broken to 4 inches gauge deposited along toe | © per cubic yard .....
0 7 0
of embankment ............................................................
Hand-pitching slopes of embankment with stone aver
aging 12 inches thick, on broken stone 6 inches thick, @ per super, yard... .
0 9 0
inclusive ........................................................................
Hand-pitching, same as above, but S Indies thick and
without broken stone underneath for sides of roads, © per super, yard.....
0 5 6
on slopes or otiier places required ..............................
Footing courses under fence wall, two courses complete ® per lineal yard . .
1 10 0
Curb alongside road under fence ..................................... © per lineal yard .. ..
0 13 6
Fence wall coped complete ................................................ © per lineal yard ....
1 5 6
Handrailing along road, finished and painted complete... " per lineal yard ....
0 S 0
Forming surface of approach roads ready for gravelling,
including cutting water tables or side drains, where @ per 100 lineal feet.
10 0 0
necessary ........................................................................
Repairing and maintaining Scoby’s lane, including gravel
@ per 100 lineal feet.
10 0 0
ling, &c., as specified ..............................................
Cutting open intercepting drains where necessary,
10 0 0
specified.................................................................. |..... @ per 100 lineal feet.
Metalling on all roadways where required, 2i" gauge
- © per cubic yard.....
0 8 0
(measured in heap) ...............................................
Ridge gravel on roadways (measured in heap)........
@ per cubic yard.....
0 4 0
Concrete 6 to 1, as specified......................................
© per cubic yard.....
2 10 0
Concrete 9 to 1, as specified.....................................
@ per cubic yard ... .
2 5 0
Dressed stone masonry............................................
@ per cubic yard ..
5 3 0
Rubble masonry in cement.......................................
@ per cubic yard.....
2 0 0
Brickwork in walls, floors, piers, &c........................
@ per cubic yard.....
3 5 0
Moulded brick copings . . ........................ ................
@ per lineal yard.....
1 0 0
Rendering J-inch thick...............................................
© per super, yard .
0 4 0

J

j
J
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Approximate Quantities, Schedule
ifo.

208 cubic feet ......
1,450 super, feet......
400 super, feet.......
1,902 lbs...................

33
34
35
36

20 cwt..........
28,812 super, feet.......

37
38

3,228 cubic yards ...

30

80,374 super, feet......
1,016 lineal yards ...

40
41

110 lineal yards ...

42
43

IS lineal yards ...

44

6 lineal yards . .

45

150 lineal yurcta ...

46

595 lineal yards ,..

47

290 lineal yards ...

48

38 lineal yards ...

49

30 super, yards ...
2,250 super, feet......
4,800 super, feet......

50
51
52

Item.

Rate.

Hardwood in girders, corbels, beams, Jfcc..................
@ per cubic foot .......
„
planting ................................................
@ per 100 of 1" thick.
,,
small scantling .................................... ...... @ per 100 of 1" thick.
Wrought iron in bolts, fastenings, plates, bars, ladders, | @ per lb.......................
galvanized or plain ................................................
Cast iron in brackets, covers, frames, &c....................... .
@ per cwt....................
Dry-laid brick drain flooring in filter-beds, complete as
per 100 feet super..
specified...........................................................................
Providing and laying washed gravel and sand in filterbeds.................................................................................... j- @ per cubic yard......
Gravelling surface of ground round filter-beds and tanks @ per 100 feet square.
Providing, laying, and Jointing UP earthenware drain j- @ per lineal yard.......
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ..........
Providing, laying, and jointing 12" earthenware drain
pipes, including opening and closing trenches .......... @ per lineal yard......
Providing, laying, and jointing 9" earthenware drain J- ® per lineal yard.......
pipes, including opemng and closing trenches ..
Providing, laying, and jointing G" earthenware drain
j- @ per lineal yard......
pipes, including opening and closing trenches
Providing, laying, and jointing 4" earthenware drain
jnpes, including opening and closing trenches .......... @ per lineal yard.......
Laying, jointing, and testing 24" cast-iron pipes, both
flanged and socket joints, finding lead, gaskets, &c... @ per lineal yard.....
Laying, jointing, and testing IS" cast-iron pipes, valves,
and troughs, both flanged and socket joints, including
per lineal yard......
finding lead, gaskets, &c..........................................
Laying, jointing, and testing 15" cast-iron pipes,
eluding finding lead, gaskets, &C............................ . .. @ per lineal yard.......
Laying, jointing, and testing 12" cast-iron pipes and
valves, both flanged and socket joints, including
per lineal yard.....
finding lead, gaskets, &c........................................
Painting three coats, exclusive of priming .............
@ per super, yard......
Stockholm tarring, two coats............................................. @ per 100 feet super..
Coal-tar varnish on pipes, valves, &c., where exposed ... @ per 100 leet super..

J

£ s. d.
0 6 0
1 12 0
1 10 0
0 0 7
1 7 0
3 35 0
1

0 0

1

5 0
2 0 0
1 10 0
1

5 0

0 15 0
0 10 0
0 11

0

0 9 0
0 9 0
0 8 0
0 2 0
0 16 6
1 2 0

--------- PT
4 » k* JO i Vv mv V-VU » CliieilUC U* U Llll LI (H-1/vJ
10 must satisfy themselves as to its
accuracy, Its correctness is not in anyway guaranteed by tbe Government,
The prices in the preceding Schedule include all labour, material, scaffolding, aud workmanship of every kind
necessary for the full aud perfect completion of the works to the satisfaction of the Engineer-in-Chief.
i mu

l

~
Name—GREIG &. MONDY, per R.H.
lo the Secretary for Public Works.
Address-Armidale.
t> i y Should the forgoing tender be accepted, we, the undersigned, hereby undertake to deposit with the Secretary for
J
j od!S’ .Wlth,n fourteen days from the notification of the acceptance of the said tender, the sum of £3 000as security
for the due performance of the contract.
’
J
----------------------

,

Name—GREIG & MONDY, per R.H.

No. 8.

FORM OF TENDER,
Hunter River Distrct Water Supply.
Walka Reservoir, Tanks and Filter-beds.
Contract Ab. 5.
We the undersigned do hereby undertake and agree to execute and perform the whole of the works 'for’mTkin^’Ld
constructing the Walka Reservoir, embankment. Lye-wash, filter-beds, and other works, aud complete the same according
to the true meaning and intent of the specification, general conditions, and drawings exhibited in connection therewith at
the schedule ot prices hereto attached.
’
We also guarantee to carry on the contract at the rate named in the general conditions attached to the specification
and to complete and hand over the whole of the works ready for use on or before the 31st day of March 1885
’
Signatures TH°MAS A. BOURKE,
‘
signatures j
NASH.
Address m full—T. A. Bourke & Co., Wallsend.
We enclose herewith a Treasury receipt for the sum of £200, paid to the Colonial Treasurer, which in the event of
our tender being accepted, and our failing thereafter to make the necessary cash deposit within fourteen days and complete
the bond, we are prepared to absolutely forfeit to Her Majesty the Queen.
omlriT>TTT „
Signature —THOMAS A. BOURKE & CO.
SLilJliDULE.
Approxiiuate Quantities. Sclipflule
No.

108 acres

14,416 cubic yards

11,043 cubic yards
l,7S2 cubic yards
3,137 cubic yards

Item

Clearing and stumping sites for reservoir, embankment,) T
Ax., within the area specified......................................... j-Lump sum .
Extra clearing, if required .............. .................................. @ pgr acre .
Construction of coffer-dams and other works in connec-'1
tion with draining and keeping dry the site for the 1-Lump sum ,
embankment through the lagoon...................................J
Excavating, removing, and stacking surface soil from )
site for embankment, filter-beds, tanks, &e., soil f .
to be reserved for soiling slopes, or disposed of as f ^ i per cubic yard .
specified............................................................................ j
Excavation for tile scat of embankment through the I lagoon between pegs 400 and 650................................... j « i per cubic yard .
Excavation for puddle trench between pegs 400 and 650 j
below seat prepared for the embankment to whatever L@ per cubic yard .
depth it may be necessary to with the puddle.......... J
Excavation in puddle trench where deeper than 15 feet!
.
,
below under side of surface soil ..................................f © Por 0U^10 yard ■

Hate.
£ s. d.
1080 0 0
10 0 0
4000 0 0

0 3 0
0 4 0
0

7 0

1

5 0

1044
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Approximate Quantities. Schodii
Xo

03,474 cubic yards ...

s

4,919 cubic yards ...

9

14,802 cubic yards ...

10

9,697 super yards ...
6,037 super yards . .

11
12

100 cubic yards ...

13

190 cubic yards ...

14

9,995 super yards ...

15

300 super yards ...

16

611
611
611
611
2,845

lineal yards ...
lineal yards . .
lineal yards ...
lineal yards ,.
lineal feet......

1,765 lineal feet......

17
IS
19
20
21
22

2,300 lineal feet ....

23

813 cubic yards ...

24

1,524 cubic yards ...
409 cubic yards ..
1,994 cubic yards ..
137 cubic yards ...
5 cubic y'ards ...
2,785 cubic yards ..
904 lineal yaids ...
1,284 super, yards ..
298 cubic feet ......
1,450 super, feet......
400 super, feet......
1,902 lbs....................

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

20 cwt...................
28,812 super, feet.....

37
38

3,228 cubic yards ...

39

80,374 super, feet......
1,0X6 lineal yards ..

40
41

110 lineal yards ..

42
43

18 lineal y'ards ...

44

6 lineal yards ...

45

150 lineal yards ,.

46

595 lineal y'ards ...

47

290 lineal yards ...

48

38 lineal yards ...

49

30 super, yards ...
2,250 super, feet....
4,800 super, feet......

50
51
52

Item.

Hate.

Filling in embankment, including both selected materiids
and all other sound lining, rammed in plaee as speci t @ per cubic yard .
fied ....................................................................................
Fuddle in trench where deeper than 15 feet below under
side of surface soil, and all puddle between pegs 400 > @ per cubic yard .
and 650 up to surlace prepared for seat of embank
ment ................................................................................
Puddle in trench where 15 feet deep and less, and in
wall above ground, and all other puddle used in this ■ @ per cubic yard.......
contract ............................................................................
Soiling and sowing slopes of embankment 9 inches thick ® per super, yard .,.
Soiling 6 inches thick and sodding 3 inches thick on
■ @ per super, yard ...
slopes, &e., where required .........................................
Loose stone in rough blocks deposited along foot of
1 per cubic yard......
embankment and elsewhere, if required........
Loose stone broken to 4 inches gauge deposited along toe ' @ per cubic yard.......
of embankment ............................................................
Iland-pitclnngslopesof cinbankinentwith stone averaging
12 inches thick, on broken stone C inches thick, > @ per super, yard ...
inclusive..........................................................
Hand-pitching, same as above, but 8 inehes thick and
id)
without broken stone underneath for sides of roads.
s, H per super, yard
on slopes or other places required..................
.
Footing courses under fence wall, two courses complete.. ©per lineal yard.
Curb alongside road under fence......................................... @ per lineal yard.
Fence wall coped complete................................................. @ per lineal yard.
Handrailing along road, finished and painted complete... @ per lineal yard .
Forming surface of approach roads ready for gravelling l
including cutting water tables or side drains, wheie j-@ per 100 lineal feet..
necessary ........................................................................ J
Repairing and maintaining Scoby’s lane, including gravel- \ /a ru 100 lineal feet..
ling, &c., as specified...................................................... fv^l

£ s. d.
0 4 0

Cutting open intercepting drains where necessary, as ) ~
100 lineal feet..
specified............................................................................ i ^ 1
Metalling on all roadways where required, 2^" gauge j
(measured in heap) ...........................................................(UP cubic yard ....
@
Ridge gravel on roadways (measured in heap)...
~ per cubic yard......
@ per cubic yard ......
Concrete 6 to 1, as specified ...............................
@ per cubic yard.......
Concrete 9 to 1, as specified ...............................
@ per cubic yard......
Dressed stone masonry..........................................
© per cubic yard ......
Rubble masonry in cement...................................
Brickwork in walls, floors, piers, &c.................................... @per cubic yard......
Moulded brick copings........................................................... @per lineal yard......
super, yard
Rendering |-mch thick .................................
@per....
Hardwood in girders, corbels,beams, &c............................... @per cubic foot ......
„
planking.......................................................... @ per 100 of 1" thick..
,,
small scantling .............................................. @ per 100 of 1" thick,.
Wrought iron in bolts, fastenings, plates, bars, ladders, ) ^
galvanized or plain ......................................................... j
” lb......................
Cast iron in brackets, covers, frames, &c........................... @ per cwt...................
Dry-laid brick drain flooring in filter-beds, complete as @ pier 100 ft. super.
specified
Providing and laying washed gravel and sand in filter-1 ^
cubic yard......
.r
beds
Gravelling surface of ground round filter-beds and tanks @ pier 100 ft. square...
Providing, laying, and jointing IS" earthenware drain
<31 per liueal yard......
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ..........
Providing, laying, and jointing 12" earthenware drain ■ @ per lineal yard......
pipies, including opiening and closing trenches ..........
Proriding, laying, and jointing 9" earthenware drain )
r lineal yard ....
pipes, including opening and closing trenches .......... t ^ f

0 12 0

7

0

Providing, laying, and jointing 6" earthenware drain @ per lineal yard......
pipes, including opening and closing trenches ..........
Providing, laying, and jointing 4" earthenware drain @ per lineal yard......
piipes, including opening and closing trenches ..........
Laying, jointing, and testing 24" cast iron pipes, both @ per lineal yard ....
flanged and socket joints, finding lead, gaskets, &e...
Laying, jointing, aud testing JS" cast-iron pipes, valves,'
an3 troughs, both flanged and socket joints, including
per lineal yard ., ..
finding lead, gaskets, &c.................................................
Laying, jointing, aud testing 15" cast-iron pipes, including
per lineal yard.......
finding lead, gaskets, &e.................................................j
Laying, jointing, and testing 12" cast-iron pipes and valves, "l
both flanged and socket joints, including finding lead, [-© per lineal yard......

0 5

0

Painting three coats, exclusive of priming ...................... @ per super, yard .,
Stockholm tarring, two coats............................................. @ per 1M feet super.
Coal-tar varnish on pipes, valves, &c., where exposed ... @ per 100 feet sup. ..

10 0

0 13

0

0 1 4
0 2 0
2 0 0
0 9 0
0 18 0
0 10 0
0 13
0 7
16
0 0
3

0
0
0
0

0 0

BOO

0 10 0
0
2
2
4
2
3
0
0
0
2
2

7
10
0
15
7
5
2
4
5
0
10

0
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0

0 0 7
1 5 0
2 10 0
0 9 0
0 5 0
0 IS 0
0 10 0
0

0 2 6
1 5 0
0 16

6

0 15
0 10 0
0 2 0
10 0
0 10 0

The estimate of quantities given above is for the convenience of contractors, who must satisfy themselves as to its
accuracy. Jts correctness is not in any way guaranteed by the Government.
The prices in the preceding Schedule include all labour, material, scaffolding, and workmanship of every kind
necessary for the full and perfect completion of the works to the satisfaction of the Engineer-in-Chief.
Name.—T. A. BOURKE, & CO.
To the Secretary for Public Works.
Address—Wallsend.
Should the foregoing tender he accepted, we, the undersigned, hereby undertake to deposit with the Secretary for
Public Works, within fourteen days from the notification of the acceptance of the said tender, the sum of £3,000 as security
for the due performance of the contract.
Name—T. A. BOURKE & CO.,
----------------Wallscnd.
HUNTER

HUNTER RIVER. DISTRICT WATER SUPPLY,
Schedule of Tenders for the construction of Reservoir Works at "Walka Lagoon, West Maitland,

Matcrinls.

Quantities.

L Thomas Brooks fe Co. I

& s.

Clearing1 aud stumping site, ..............
Extra clearing (if required)...................
3. CofTer dams and other works, &c............
4 Kemoving-surface soil...........................
5. Excavating scat of embankment, 400 to G50
,f
puddle tronch nogs, „
„ |
(1.
tt
,,
bcTowlSft.deepI
7.
8. Filling in embankment...........................|
........... ;
0. Puddle in trench below 15 ft ,
above 15 ft., & elsCM'here
10.
11,
0", and sodding 3"......................
12. ti
13. Loose stone In blocks along foot of bank
,,
4" gauge .........................
14
16. Hand-pitching slopes of bank, 12 inches .
,,
8 inches
...................
10.
17. Footings under fence wall......................
18. Curb along road ..................................
19. Fenee wall complete ............................
20. Hand-railing along road.........................
21. Vanning roads....................................
22. Repairing Scobic's-lanc, fee ...................
28' Cutting mtcrceptlngdrains...................
24. Metalling, 24" gauge .. .*......................
25, Ridge gravel on roads............................
20 Concrete, 6 to 1 ..................................
„
9 to 1.....................................
27.
28. Dressed stono masonry.........................
2fl. Hubble masonry in cement...................
30. Hiickwork............................................
31. Moulded copings..................................
......................................
32. Rendering,
33. Hardwood in girders, fee........................
„
in planking.........................
34.
,,
scantlings............................
35.
36 Wroughfc-iron ......................................
37. Ciust-iron .............................................
38. Pry laid floor.......................................
39. Gravel and sand for filters....................
40. Gravelling ground..............................
41. 18-ineU E. drain-pipes, laying & providing
42 12
„
»,
»
■.
,,
„
,,
„
43. ft
44. 6
„
»
o
.»
,,
v,
„
,,
45. 4
46. 24" cast-iron pipes, laying...................
47. lb"
,,
„
„ .................
„
...................................
48. 16"
49. 12"
lt
,,
» ...................
50. I’ainting, three coats........................
51. Stockholm tar, two coats...................
62. Coal tar.................................. - - •

IDS acres.......

d.

CIO nera.
14,416 cubic vards 0 it 0
11,043
„
.. 0 4 0
1,782
>,
.. 0 10 0
0 10 0
3,137
„
•
88,474
„ ..! 0 4 6
4,01ft „
.. 1 10 0
14,802
„
.. 1 0 0
0,697 super yds. 0 1 0
0 3 0
6,037
„ .
100 cubic vards 1 10 0
0 0 0
IftO
,, ”
9,005 super \ds 0 16 0
n to 0
300
,,
611 lineal yds. 0 15 0
611
„ . 0 10 0
R 0 0
611
„ 1 0 0
uil
„ .
5
0 0
2,845 lineal feet.
1,765
., . 20 0 G
2 10 0
2,300
„
B13 cubic yards 0 12 0
0 6 0
1,624
„ .
2 0 0
40U
„
1 10 0
1,094
„
.
4 0 0
137
2 0 0
r.
„
2,785
„
. 3 0 0
004 lineal yds.. 0 10 0
1,284 super, }*ds 0 4 0
20S cubic foot., 0 a 0
1,450 super, feet 2 0 0
2 0 0
400
„
.
0 1 0
1,902 lbs........
20 ewi: ...... 2 0 0
2S,S12 squares ,, 1 10 0
3,223 cubic j'ards 0 10 0
0 11 0
80,374 squares
1,010 lineal yards 0 16 0
0 13 0
100
18 lineal t ards 0 6 (5
6
„
- 0 6 0
160
„
.. :i o 0
2 10 0
596
,,
290
,,
.. 2 0 0
1 10 0
3S
„
30 super, yds 0 4 0
2,250 stijxjr feet.. 0 4 0
4,800
„
.. 0 3 0

a. d.
600 0 0
8,000* 0 0
2.102 s 0
2.2nx 12 0
891 0 0
1,608 10 0
18.731 J3 0
7,378 10 0
14,302 0 0
727 5 6
905 11 0
150 0 0
10 0
7,ft9G 0 0
150 0 0
45S 6 0
805 10 0
3,055 0 0
Cll 0 0
142 6 0
353 0 0
57 10 0
437 Ifi 0
457 4 0
818 0 0
2,991 0 0
648 0 0
10 0 0
8,355 0 0
462 0 0
23$ 18 0
74 10 0
29 0 0
3 0 0
05 2 0
40 0 0
432 3
0 0
442 1 0
812 10 0
72 10 0
5 17 0
1 10 0
450 0 0
1,487 10 0
630 0 0
77 0 0
6 0 0
4 10 0
7 4 0
01,017 1 1
£

8. Koss & Dunbar,

2 C, Blunt.

£ E. d.
0 0
6 1
0 2
0 2
0 3
0 2
0 6
0 6
0 0
0
0 6
0 7
0 11
0
0 14
0 S
1 0
0 ft
3 10
8 10
0 10
0 9
0 4
1 15
1 10
3 -2
q 10
3 0
0 7
0 5
0 G
2 10
2 10
0 0
l 16
2 10
0 8
0 3
0 10
0 12
o ft
0 8
0 7
0 10
0 10
0 0
0 0
0 2
1 0
1 6

£ 5.
435 0
0
2,200 6
ft 1,261 S
S 1,472 8
230 3
7
470 11
0
S ill,] 2ft 17
6 1,593 13
rj 4,625 12
202 0
6
301 17
0
80 Q
0
0
60 10
3 5,622 3
4
110 o
0
442 19
267 0
9
0
011 0
232 11
3
0
99 11
0
150 0
11 10
0
ft
896 6
342 IS
6
715 15
0
0 2,991 0
423 2
0
12 12
0
0 8,355 0
316 8
0
309 3
1)
8ft 8
0
30 5
0
0
10 0
47 11
6
35 0
0
729 fi
0
0 1,871 18
140 13
0
005 4
0
60 0
0
7 17
9
0
2 5
0
80 12
304 18
3
ti
137 15
17 2
0
6
3 15
0
22 10
0
60 0
40,657 11

d.
0
0
0
0
6
0
4
0
0
f»
0
0
0
ft
0
(1
3
0
ft
0
0
0
!)
0
0
0
6
(i
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
(1
0
0
1
0
0
G
0
G
ft
0
0
0
0
0
1

s. d.
£ s
_
110 0
5 0 0
2,920 8
6 2 S 1,621 16
0 fi 0 3,312 IS
0 7 0
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No. 3.
Messrs. Greig & Monday to The Undcr-Secretary for Works.

#•

Walka Reservoir for Deposit.
H. & K No. 147 W.S.—25/1/83.

-4

Wks. No. 83-309—24/1

‘
23 January, 1S83.
Telegram from Armidale Station, addressed to Under-Sccretary Public Works.
Deposit on tender Walka Reservoir sent this morning by Joint Stock Bank.
■
.
----------GREIG k MONDAY.
■
Harbours and Rivers, B.C., 24/1/83.—J.R.
The deposit receipt referred to has not come to
hand.—E.O.M., 29/1/83.

9

No. 4i.
Messrs. Greig & Monday to The Under-Secretary for Works.
H. & R. No. 220 W.S.—3/2/83.

Wks. No. 83-525—29/1.

27 January, 1883.
Telegram to Armidale Station, addressed to Under-Secretary Public Works.

Please wire result of tender Walka Reservoir.

k

Reply paid at once.

GREIG k MONDAY,
---------11-30.
_ _ Harbours and Rivers, B.C., 30/1/83.—J.R.
'Hie matter, is, I believe, awaiting the Minister's
decision.—E.O.M., 1/2/83.
B.C., Under-Secretaiy Public Works.—P.W.O., 3/2/83.
Submitted.
Inform—not yet decided, but Greig k Monday not the lowest.—J.R., 5/2/83.
Put with other papers.__
J.R, IjS/SS.
Greig k Monday informed.—6/2/83.

No. 5.
The Enginccr-m-Chief for Harbours and Rivers to The Under-Secretary for Works.
The lowest tender is that of Messrs. Clarke Wylie & Co., but it is only the lowest because of an
obvious error in the cost of one of the principal items, namely, that of hand-pitching on the inner slope of
the embankment, for which the price named is only Is. 5d. per yard super.; a fair price for this work would
bo about 12s. per yard, which would make a difference of about £5,*300 in the amount of the tender,- and
would make it about £2,000 higher than that of Mr. Blunt, the next lowest tenderer. Some of the prices
for other portions of the work, which would have to be executed first, are rather high, but generally they
are not out of the way. However, as the item first referred to would be for work which would not be
executed till towards the latter end, it might he that when wo come to it the contractor might refuse to
execute it for a price which is so obviously absurd.
There is also another obiection to this tender, which is, that the conditions as to the deposit of the
the sum of £200 in the Treasury, as a guarantee of good faith, which was required in terms of the Gazette
notice, has not been complied with—the tender is therefore on this ground informal. I feel hound, there
fore, to recommend that it be declined, and that the next lowest tender, which is that of Mr. Blunt, be
accepted.
E, O. MORIARTY,
29/1/83.
B.C., Under-Secretary, Public Works.

No. 6.
Messrs. Greig & Monday to The Under-Secretary for Works.
H. & R. No. 381 W.S.—27/2/83.
Wks. No. 83-794—3/2.
_
31 January, 1883.
Telegram from Armidale Station, addressed to Under-Secrctary for Public Works.
Please reply who is successful tenderer for Walka Reservoir.
GREIG & MONDAY,
_
---------9 p.m.
Mr. Moriarty, B.C., 5/2/83.—W.E., for U.S. Put with other papers—we have not been informed
yet, I think.—J.B., 7/2/83.

■
No. V.
The Under-Secretary for Works to Messrs. Greig & Monday.
Gentlemen,
Department of Public Works, Sydney, C February, 1883.
Referring to your telegram of the 27th ultimo requesting to be informed the result of tenders
for Walka Reservoir, I am directed to inform you that the matter lias not been decided upon; however,
your tender is not the lowest.
I have, &c.,
JOHN RAE.

No. 8.
Memorandum by Secretary for Works.

•

Let Clarke Wylie <fc Co.’s (the lowest tenderers) tender he accepted conditional on their paying the
deposit.

The mistake referred to is their concern, not ours.—H.C., 7/2/83.

J. Clarke Wylie k Co. to forward deposit.—8/2/83.

No. 9.

17
No. 9.
The Under-Secretary for Works to Messrs. J. Clarke Wylie & Co.
Gentlemen,
■
Department of Public Works, Sydney, 9 February, IS83.
As your tender dated the 23rd ultimo for the construction of reservoir and works at Walka
for Hunter River water supply, did not contain the preliminary deposit of £200, as set forth in the terms'
of the general conditions, I am directed to request that you will at once deposit the amount in question in
order that your offer may be taken into consideration.
I have he.
JOHN RAE.

No. 10.
Mr. T. A. Bourke to The Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers.
H. & R. No. 320 W.S.—17/2/83.
Wks. No. 83-1,167—19/2.
^lr>
Wallsend, 15 February, 1883.
■
May I request that my preliminary cash deposit £200 may be returned if I am not the success
ful tenderer for Walka Reservoir and filtering-beds, West Maitland, Hunter River District water supply.
’
.
Works.

----------

Yours, he.,
THOMAS A. BOURKE.

I see no objection to this being done.—E. O. Moriarty, 16/2/83, B.C., Under-Secretary Public
Treasury, 19/2/83 ; Harbours and Rivers, B.C., 19/2/83.—J.R.

No. 11.
Messrs. J. Clarke Wylie & Co. to The Under-Secretary for Works.
Wks. No. 83-1,180—17/2.

H. h R. No. 331 W.S.—19/2/83.

Respecting deposit to be lodged with tender for Walka Reservoir.
_

C/o. Honorable J. M. Thompson,
98, Elizabeth-street, Sydney, 16 February, 1883.
.
We have the honor to acknowledge yours re £200 deposit on Walka tender.
As the letter
only reached us this morning, through our absence from town, we crave your indulgence until noon Monday
next; this is necessary in consequence of partners having left Sydney until early train Monday.
We have, he.,
----------J. CLARKE WYLIE h CO.
Harbours and Rivers for immediate report, B.C., 17/2/83.—J.R.
Wait further communication
from M. Wylie h Co.—E.O.M,
Under-Secretary Public Works, 17/2/83.

No. 12.
Messrs. J. Clarke Wylie & Co. to The Under-Secretary for Works.
Wks. No. 83/1,267—20/2.
Siri
J- M. Thompson, Esq., 98, Elizabeth-street, 20 February, 1883.
M e have the honor to hand you herewith Treasury receipt for £200, being deposit on our
Walka tender.
We have, the.,
J. CLARKE WYLIE & CO.

New South Wales.
_
The Treasury, 20 February, 1883.
Received from J. Clarke Wylie & Co. the sum of two hundred pounds sterling, for deposit on tender for
contract, viz., Walka Reservoir, West Maitland waterworks.
No. 4,153.

N. LOCKYER,
(Pro Treasurer.)

£200 entd,

No. 13.
Messrs. Mason Bros, to The Under-Secretary for Works.

.

Wks. No. 83/-1,270.—21/2.
Respecting Deposit Receipt lodged by Messrs. J. Clarke Wylie & Co., in re Tender for Walka Lagoon.
,
14, Spring-st, Sydney, February, 1883.
Messrs. J. Clarke Wylie & Co. obtained our cheque for £200 (two hundred pounds) for the
purpose of depositing it in the Treasury yesterday, in connection with a tender for Walka Reservoir, on
representations which were not in accordance with facts subsequently ascertained ; we therefore stopped
payment of the cheque, and have the honor to ask you to be good enough to do what to you may be con
sidered necessary under the circumstances.
We have, &c.,
JAMES MACDONALD,
—:-----Pro Mason Bros.
.
Inform Clarke Wylie & Co. of contents of this letter.—H.C., 21/3/83.
Inquire at Treasury.
Will tbe Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade kindly say what is being done in this matter.__B.C.,
24/2/83.
351—C

No. 14. ■

+■
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No. 14.
Mr. H. A. Smith to The Paymaster, Treasury.
Treasury, No. 1,005.—24 Feb., 1SS3.—Miscl.
gjj.1
Bank of Now South Wales, Sydney, 21 February, 1.SS3.
’
Take notice that a cheque drawn by Mason Bros, on the Oriental Bank for the sum of £200,
deposited by you in this Bank, has been duly presented for payment and returned, and is now charged to
your account. Payment stopped.
I am, &c.,^

_____

Anting .Accountant.

Submitted
This is the cheque which tbe gentleman from Mason Bros, saw Mr. Thomson
yesterday about. If the entry of the receipt of the money and all parties relating thereto are to be
"erased from or cancelled in my books, perhaps Mr. Thomson will obtain the J.reastircrs approiathereto. The Under-Secretary for Works in such case must be called upon to hand over the treasury
receipt for the same.—W.N., 22/2/83.
.
,,
,ir „ r T..-T?
Inform the depositor that his cheque has been dishonored.—J .1., 22/2/o3. Done. M.P., fori L.B.,
23
See Mr. Newcombe about this.—J.T.
Inform also the Under-Secretary for Public Works. J. 1.,
22/2/83.
Done, 23.—W.P., for M.B.
Care Hon. J.M. Thompson, 98, Bluabcth-sfrect.
t ontrnet for the construction of waterworks, Walka, Hunter Hiver.—W.P.

No. 15.
The Under-Sccretarv for /Finance and Trade to The Under-Secretary for Public "Work?.
P.0.330.
Sir,

The Treasury, New South Wales, Sydney, 23 February, 1SS3.
I have the honor to advise you of the fact that a notification has been received from the Bank
DrawntiyWs=sre. £
Soutp yya]ea to the effect that the cheque for £200, as per margin, which was paid into the
S^k011 Treasury on the 20th inst., as deposit on Messrs. Clarke Wylie & Co.’s tender for the construction ot waterlufifnTwyiio — work's, Walka, Hunter Elver, has been returned, payment having been stopped.
h.c., 24/2^3.'
Messrs, Clarke Wylie & Co. have been informed.
I have, &c.,
JAMES THOMSON,
■
For the Under-Secretary.

No. 16.
Memorandum by Secretary for Works.
As the deposit has not been made by Clarke Wylie & Co., the lowest tenderers, either in terms of
advertisement or in a satisfactory manner since, accept next lowest tender.

TTf! . 94/2/83.

Inform Clarke Wylie & Co. and Mr. Blunt—J.E., 26/2/83.
Mr. Moriarty, B.C.
Wylie & Co., G. Blunt, Crown Solicitor, Auditor-General, Harbours and Elvers, 2//2/83.
to be sent, as’the Minister washes to reconsider the case.—J.E., 1/3/83.

J. Clarke
Letters not

No. 17.
Memorandum by Secretary for Works.
That tenders for Public Works must be accompanied by a Bank deposit receipt.
Memorandum for Mr. Moriarty and other Heads of Branches.
In all tendere for contracts unless a Bank deposit receipt accompanies each tender such tenders should not
be accepted or dealt with as such.—H.C., 24/2/83.
Write to Heads of Branches accordingly. —J.E.
Bail ways, Koads, Harbours and Eivers, Colonial Architect—6/3/83.

■
No. 18.
Messrs. Clarke Wylie & Co. to The Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade.
Treasury, No. 1,044, 26 February, 1883, Miscl.

26 February, 1883.

Telemam from Paddington Station, addressed to Under-Secretary, Treasury.
"■“

£200 before noon to-morrow as requested^

j ^__07/2/83

^

3, Camberwell-terrace, South Head Eoad.

No. 19.
Memorandum by Secretary for Public Works.
To get rid of the complications in this case I think it desirable to call for fresh tenders.
Mr. Moriarty for Notice.—J.R., 6/3/83., B.C,
. Under-Secretarv for Works.
Notice sent to Gazette.

H.C., 5/3/83
B.C.,
Notice herewith. ■E.O.M., 7/3/83.
.E.
Tenders for 10th April
No. 20.
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No. 20.
Memorandum.
Me Walka Beservoir, Filtering-tanks, &c., Hunter Elver District,
Testers for the above were sent in on 23rd January, 1S83. eaeli tender to be accompanied by a cash
deposit for £200, in terms of the general conditions.
On tbeir being opened one was found to contain
no bucIl deposit of £200 as required, therefore was informal, in not having complied with the conditions
of the contract. The Department therefore should have accepted the lowest tender from those which had
complied with such conditions, of course providing they were reasonable tenders, and not considered too
much in excess of the engineer’s estimate. This course of procedure was not carried out, but the tenderer
was called for and told to pay bis cash deposit (viz., £200), when bis tender would be accepted. The
other bona-fide contractors were ignorant of what was being done until Mr. Blunt and myself were told
by two or throe respectable firms that this tenderer had been trying to obtain £200 to make good his
tender (this was on 19lh February, some three weeks after tbe tenders were sent in), and on the 21st
February I waited on the Minister for Public Works, and pointed out to him the injustice of the tran
saction. He promised to have the matter settled in strict accordance with the specification and general
conditions of the contract. I replied, “ That was all I asked for.” After waiting some eight or nine days
(March 2nd), T again called on him, in company with Mr. Blunt. On this occasion he stated he wished to
have the Crown Solicitor’s opinion, when he would decide. I again pointed out to him the injustice it
would be to bona-fide contractors if fresh tenders were called for. On 6 th inst. I called again, when I was
informed by the Minister that he had decided to call for fresh tenders. I told him that a great injustice
was being done, and that X was determined to have the matter brought before Parliament. Tbe following
arc mv reasons, to enable Honorable Members to see the injustice that has been done, and to have the
matter redressed :—
_
1. Had not the tender in question been sent in, would not the Department have recommended the
acceptance of the lowest of the others that had complied with the conditions ? X say they certainly would
have done so, as there could be no reason to the contrary; such being the case, what was there to prevent
them carrying out this course ? Surely their wrong-doing in the first place was no excuse for the injus
tice they are now determined to do to bona-fide contractors, who have gone to considerable time, labour,
aud expense in making up tbeir tenders, besides having their cash blocked up for tbe past six weeks.
2nd. 1 do consider it is the duty of a Minister to see that justice and fair play is done by the heads
of Departments in matters of this kind, and so prevent any wrong being done, as has been done, in the
present case, for there cannot possibly have been a greater mistake made than to have sent for the
tenderer who bad not made bis cash deposit; for how could they expect he would be in a position to give
the further sum of £3,000 as cash security for the due performance of the contract, or even to have funds
to procure plant.
---------AVM. WAKEFORD. .
The Minister for Works.—X would be glad to have a conversation with my hon. colleague on this
matter this evening—A.S., 9/3/83.
The Under-Secrctary Public Works, B.C.,9/3/83.—C.W.

No. 21.
Tbe Crown Solicitor to The Under-Secretary for Public Works.
Memo, respecting Messrs. Clarke Wylie & Co.’s tender for works at Walka, for Hunter River Water Supply.
Crown Solicitor’s Office, Sydney, 13 March, 1883.
As I understand this matter stands thus :—Messrs. Clarke Wylie & Co. forwarded a tender for the
works, but it was not accompanied by the usual deposit, which in this case should have been for £200.
By letter, of date 9th February, 1883, they were requested to at once deposit the amount in question in
order that their offer should be taken into consideration. In compliance with this request they made the
deposit, by leaving a cheque of Messrs, Mason Bros, at the Treasury, of which payment was afterwards
stopped by Mason Bros. Ho communication accepting their tender was sent to Messrs. Clarke Wylie A
Co., and it was ultimately resolved that their tender should not be accepted.
Upon my opinion being asked as to whether the Government was under any liability to Messrs.
Clarke Wylie & Co., I advised that as the only communication made to them by the Department was the
letter of 9th February, in which it was stated that if the deposit was made the matter would be taken into
consideration, the Government was not liable.
_
I was aware that the letter sent to Messrs. Clarke Wylie & Co. was not in accordance with the
minute of the Minister of date 7/2/83, but I do not think that is material. The question is really what were
the terms of the letter sent, not whether such letter was in accordance with the intention or the instructions
•of the Minister, of which of course Messrs. Clarke Wylie & Co. were not informed.
JOHN WILLIAMS,
14th March, 1883.

No. 22.
The Under-Secretary for Public Works to Mr. John Robb.
Sir,

Department of Public Works, Sydney, 16 March, 1883.
I am directed to inform you that fresh tenders having been invited for the construction of the
Walka Reservoir, the amount deposited with your tender for this work will be paid to you or your order at
the Treasury upon application.
I have, Ac.,
JOHN RAE.

No. 23.
Tbe Under-Secretary for Public Works to Mr, George Blunt.
Sir,

Department of Public Works, Sydney, 16 March, 1883.
I am directed to inform you that fresh tenders having been invited for the construction of the
Walka Reservoir, the amount deposited with your tender for this work will be paid to you or your order at
the Treasury upon application.
I have, Ac.,
JOHN RAE.
'
'
"
No. 24.
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No. 24.
The Tinder-Secretary for Works to Messrs. T. Brooks & Co.
Gentlemen,
Department of Public "Works, Sydney, 16 March, 1883.
I am directed to inform you that fresh tenders having been invited for the construction of the
"Walka Reservoir, the amount deposited with your tender for tins work will be paid to you or your order at
the Treasury upon application.
I have, &c.,
JOHN RAE.

No. 25.
Messrs. Thos. Brooks & Co. to The Under-Secretary for Works.
Wks. No. 83,133—20/3.
Return of Deposit lodged with Tender for "Walka Reservoir.
Sir,

Newcastle, N.S.W., 16 March, 1883.
As fresh tenders are called for the Walka waterworks, I beg to apply for a refund of my
deposit, namely, £200, that accompanied my tender, and consider the deposit has been retained a most
unreasonable time. Trusting no unnecessary delay will occur in complying with my reasonable request.
I remain, &c.,
---------THOS. BROOKS & CO.
Inform that payment will be made on application at the Treasury.—J.R., 30/3/83,
Brooks & Co., Treasury, 2/4/S3. Put with other papers relating to the work.

Messrs. T.

No. 26.
*
Mr. T. A. Bourke to The Secretary, Harbours and Pavers Department.
536 W.S.—19/3/S3.
Wallsend, 17 March, 1883.
1 tendered for construction of Walka Reservoir, Hunter River water supply, and enclosed therewith
Treasury receipt for deposit of £200 to the credit of Commissioner for Public Works.
I applied for return of same some weeks ago, but my application has apparently been overlooked,
Now that fresh tenders are called for said works, I have again to request the return of my £200.
It is a serious loss to me to have said sum lying idle in Treasury, and I have again to request its
repayment.
I have, &c.,
THOMAS A. BOURKE,
---------Contractor.
See telegram sent to Mr. Bourke this day.—J.B., 19/3/83.
O.H.M.S. 83,536 W.S.
Mr. Thomas A Bourke, contractor, Wallsend.

The Treasury were instructed last month to return your cash deposit; perhaps you did not state where
it should be paid.

Better advise Treasury what to do.
For E. O. MORIARTT,

Harbours and Rivers, 19/3/83.

(J. Barling.)

No. 27.
Mr. T. A. Bourke to The Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers.
H. & R. No. 589 W.S.—28/3/83.
Sir,

Wallsend, 20 March, 1883.
I am in receipt of your telegram of 19th instant, re deposit Walka Lagoon, Hunter River water
supply. I forwarded per Australian Joint Stock Bank, Wallsend, an authority to receive the amount from
Treasury, but in case that would not answer tho purpose I enclose a signed voucher for amount, as I have
been informed it will be necessary to produce some such authority for the refund from your Department. If
such is required, I have to request that you will fill in the particulars and give the necessary orders for
payment of my cash deposit, £200.
I have, &c.,
—-—
THOMAS A. BOURKE.
The account is not needed, but I wish Mr. Steel to send to inquire to-day about the matter.—J.B.,
21/3/83.
Mr. Steel.
I find tliat this money is ready for payment at Treasury.—S. Steel, 21/3/83
Chief Clerk.
Inquire if paid now.—J.B., 27/3/83.
Mr. Steel. Mr. Berthon.—J.S.S., 28/3/83.
The Treasury inform me that if the attached vouchers are sent over the money can be paid to Mr
Bourke at once.—H.B., 29/3/83.
S.S.—29/3/S3.
Chief Clerk.
But the Bank has received the
order, ask what they have done.—J.B., 29/3/83.
Urgent.—Mr. Steel.
Mr. Berthon to inquire at Bank about this.—S.S., 30/3/83.
The Treasury have received the
authority, and informed mo that the inoney would probably be -paid to-morrow.—H.B., 2/4/83.
Tell this
to Mr. Bourke.—J.B., 2/4/83.
Mr. P. Telegraphed.—2/4/83.

No. 28.
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No. 28,
Mr. Charles M. Palmer to The Colonial Secretary
Wks. No. 83/2,387

Treasury, N.S.W., 3 April, 1883.
Exam. Bch.

Treasury No. 1,434—22 March, 1883.
Miscl.
*■

29'3
blr>

,
Bank of New South Wales, Sydney, 21 March, 1883.
deferring to inquiries recently made by your Department, I do myself the honor to inform you
that Messrs. Mason Brothers’ cheque for £200 still remains unpaid, and at debit of the Government account.
I have, ic.,
CHAS. M. PALMEE,
----------Assistant Secretary,
Bank of New South Wales, £200.—Kev. refd.
Mr. Newcomhe,—Please have this attended to as
early as possible.—J.T., 23/3/83.
Mason’s cheque referred to as “payment stopped ” was paid into the
treasury on the 20th February last as deposit on the tender of Messrs. Clarke Wylie & Co., for Walka
Iveservoir, West Maitland waterworks.
.
^ ^1C cheque is still unpaid, will the Under-Secretary for Public Works be good enough to inform
me m what position the tender of the gentlemen referred to stands.—J.T., for U.S.
The Undcr-Secretarv
for Public Works, B.C., 27/3/83.
_
^
No. D 70,068

Sydney, February 20th, 1883.
New South Wales.
■
The Oriental Bank Corporation, Sydney.
Pay A. 2,682-------------— --------- or bearer two hundred pounds sterling.
£200.
Bank.
Cancelled, See 83/1,434.—W.N.
Payment stopped.

No. 29.

The UndcivSecretary for Works to The Under-Secretary for Pinancc and Trade.
Papers

_

Works Department,
Get the

re Clarke Wylie & Co., tender and deposit of £200 by a cheque which was stopped.

paper with the necessary reply thereon.
TT o ^?/7nard deP°sit rccf:iPt to the Treasury to be de*lt with.—J.R, 31/3/83.
Reeeived.-J.T., for
U.S., 2/4/83.
Examiner,—Refund tho sum of £200 to the Bank of New South Wales for the dis
honored cheque referred to.—J.T., for U.S., 2/4/83.

No. 30.
Mr. T. Brooks to The Under-Secretary for Works.
Works No. 83/2,282, 5/4.
_
For return of deposit lodged with tender for Walka Reservoir.
Sir»
Newcastle, New South Wales, 3 April, 1883.
n t>
d a^am. )eq
remind you that up to date the cash deposit that accompanied my tender for the
Walka Reservoir etc., has not been returned to me in the terms of contract, and beg to request that the
amount will be placed to my credit at the Commercial Bank, Newcastle, without further delay.
Yours respectfully,
---------THOMAS BROOKS.
Inform that the deposit has been sent to Treasury for repayment, 5/4/83
Informed on the 2nd
instant, see M.P. 83/2,133 attached.
'

No. 31.
The Under-Secretary for Finance and Trade to The Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours
and Bivers.
These are the papers applied for this morning from the Harbours and Rivers Department; they are required
there, to lay on the Table of the House.
^
----------A.E., 9/4/83.
W nnri lhC S1/t7eer_7;Co iefTf7Har^0UrS1and Bivers, J.T., for U.S., B.C., 9/4/83.
To be returned.
W,-,-., “T7- Bussell applying for return of £200 deposit, Walka Reservoir.
Wks.
83/1 194.—Ross & Dunbar for return of deposit—£200—Walka Reservoir.
H. and R, 83/507 W S —
Clarke Wylie & Co., for copy of their schedule for Walka Reservoir. The above are not with the papers
„ _ (2‘)
Thomas Brooks & Oo.; 2. G. Blunt; 3. Ross & Dunbar; 4. John Robb; 5. James Russel!:
b, JLhomas A. Bourke & Co.
J
f
L1 J- (?7r,ke W^i0 * Oo.—This firm deposited at Treasury on the 20th February, a cheque
lor £200, os deposit, drawn by Mason Brothers, who immediately after stopped payment of sama
^
2. Greig & Monday,—Deposit not received until a few days after date of opening tenders.

Sydney ; Thomas Rlehirda, Government Printer. —168S.

[It. 3tJ.]
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

ttf

TREATY OE ERIENDSHIP, COMMERCE, AND NAYIGATION, BETWEEN
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN AND THE PRINCE OE MONTENEGRO.
(DESPATCH.)

^ws£)tt£l) to $i)a:dwm.ctvt bj) Coitvnwnb.

The Treasury, New South Wales,
12th February, 1883.
HIS Excellency the G-ovemor directs the publication, for general information, of the following Circular
Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, respecting a Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and
Navigation, between Her Majesty and the Prince of Montenegro.
GEOEGE E. DIBBS.

(Circular 1.)

Downing-street,
14th June, 1882.

Sir,
I have the honour to transmit to you, for publication in the Colony under your Government, a
copy of a Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation, between Her Majesty and the Prince of
Montenegro, signed on the 21st of January last.
I have to call your attention to Article 14 of the Treaty, from which you will perceive that, if it is
desired that the Colony under your Government should come within the operation of the Treaty, notice
must be given to the Montenegrin Government within one year from the date of the exchange of the
ratifications (May 14, 1882),

It will therefore be desirable for you to inform me, at your earliest con

venience, of the wishes of your Government in the matter.
I have, &c.,
KIMBERLEY.
The Officer Administering
The Government of New South Wales.

160—A

'Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Kavigfition between Her Majesty and the Prince of Montenegro.

Signed at Cetiinje, January 21, 1882.
[Ratifications exchanged at Celiinje, May 14, 1882.]
* Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great
SA Majeste la Keinc du Boyaumc-Uni de la Grande Bretagne
Britain and Ireland, and Hia Highness the Prince of Monte et d’lrlandc, ct Son Altesso le Prince de Montenegro d^sirant
negro, being desirous J>f placing on a satisfactory footing the placer sur une base satisfaisante les relations eommercialee
commercial relations between the two States, have with this
entre les deux Etats, ont, dans ce but, resolu de conclure un
object determined to conclude a Treaty of Friendship, Com Traitd d'Amitie, de Commerce, et do Navigation, et ont, A cet
merce, and Navigation, and they have accordingly appointed
effet, nomme pour leurs Plenipotentiaires respectifs, savoir :
their respective Plenipotentiaries, that is to say :
Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great
Sa MajestS la Heine du Royaume-Uni de la Grande Bretagne
Britainand Ireland, William Kirby Green, Esquire, Companion of et d1 Maude, Monsieur William Kirby Green, Compagnon do
the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George,
I’Ordre Trhs-Distingue de Saint-Michel etdo Saint-Georgo, son
Her Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at the Court of Montenegro ;
Charge d’Affaires prhs 1ft Cour du Montenegro ;
And Hia Highness the Prince of Montenegro, the Voivode
Et Son Altesse le Prince de Montenegro, le Voivode Stanko
Stanko Radonieh, Knight Grand Cross of the most Distinguished
Radonieh, Grand Cordon de TOrdre TrCs-Distingue do Danilo *
Order of Danilo the First, his Minister for Foreign Affairs ;
Premier, son Ministry des Affaires Etrangiircs;
Who, having communicated to each other their respective
Losqnels, apres s’6trc communique leurs pleins pouvoirs,
full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed upon
tronves en bonne et due forme, sont tombee d’aceord et ont
and concluded the following Articles:—
arrflte les Articles suivants :—
Article I.
Article I.
Les sujets Britanniqnes qui resident d’une manitro soit
British subjects who reside temporarily or permanently in
temporaire soit pennanente en Montenegro; et lea sujete
Montenegro, and Montenegrin subjects who reside temporarily
Montenegrins qui resident d’une iuftnicro soit temporaire
or permanently in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
soit permanent^ dans lo Royaumo de la Grande Bretagne
Ireland, shall enjoy therein with respect to residence, and the
et dTrlandc, y jouiront par rapport it la residence, efc
exercise of commerce and trade, the same rights as, and shall
li Texercice du commerce et de lindustrie, des mSmes droits, et
not be subject to any higher or other impost or taxes, whether
ne soront assujettis it anciin imp&t ou taxe, general, municipal,
general, municipal, or local, than natives, or the sutijccte of
on local, autre ou plus clove que les nationaux, ou les snjets de
any other country, the most favoured in this respect by either
toute autre Puissance la plus favorisee sous co rapport, par lee
of the Contracting Parties.
Parties Contractantcs.
Los sujets Britanniqnes au Montenegro, et les sujete
British subjects in Montenegro, and Montenegrin subjects in
Montenegrins dans le Eoyaume-Uni de la Grande Bretagne
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, shall enjoy
et dTrlande, jouiront du mfsme traiteinent que les nationaux,
the same treatment as natives, or as is now granted, or may
ou les sujets de la nation la plus favorisee sons le rapport
hereafter be granted to the subjects of any other country tho
de 1’acquisition, la possession, et 1’alienation d’immoubles, et
most favoured in this respect, with regard to the acquisition,
de tout charge sur ces immeubles; sons !e rapport dc 1’aoces
the holding, and the disposal of real property, and all charges
aux Tribunaux, de la poursuite, et do la defense do leurs droits ;
on it; with regard to access to Courts of Law, and in the
et en ee qui regarde les viaites domiciliarics it leurs domiciles,
prosecution and defence of their rights ; and in regard to
lours fabriques, leurs magasins, ou leurs boutiques.
domiciliary visits to their dwellings, manufactories, warehouses,
En outre, ils seront dispenses de fournir des logements mix
or shops.
They shall bo exempted from billeting, and from all com troupes, et do tout service militairo obligatoiro, dans 1’arm^e, la
marine, la garde nationale, ou la milice. Ils soront do m6me
pulsory military service, whether in the army, navy, national
exempts de toute contribution en argent, on en roatiere, imposdo
guards, or militia. They shall be likewise exempted from all
contributions whether pecuniary or in kind, imposed as a com comme compensation pour le logement de troupes, ou pour le
service personnel; et, en dernier lieu, d’emprunts forces, et do
pensation for billeting and personal service ■ and finally, from
forced loans, and military exactions, or requisitions, as well as pre-stations, ct requisitions militaires, ainsi quo de toutes fonctione judiciaircs ou municipalcs quclconquos, it Texception des
from all judicial or municipal functions whatever, other than
fonetions qui sont imposccs par les lois en co qui concemo les
those imposed by the laws relating to juries.
jurys.
Article II.
Article IT.
The produce and manufactures of, as well as all goods coming
Les produits et manufactures, ainsi que toutes les merchan
from the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, which
dises provement du Royaume-Uni de la Grande Bretagne et
are imported into Montenegro, and the produce or manufac dTrelande, qui sont imporles an Montenegro, et les produits et
tures of, as well as all goods coming from, Montenegro, which
manufactures, ainsi que toutes les merchandises provenant du
are imported into the United Kingdom of Groat Britain and
Montenegro, qui sont importes dans le Royaume-Uni do la
Ireland, whether intended for consumption, warehousing,
Grande Bretagne et dTrlande, destines it la consummation.
re-exportation, or transit, shall be treated- in the same manner
I’cntrcp&t, la re-exportation, ou le transit, seront traites de la
as, and in particular, shall be subject to no higher or other duties mfirne manifere, et spMalement, nc seront assujettis it aucuns
or surcharges, whether general, municipal, or local, than the droits ou taxes additioncllos, gendraux, municipaux, ou locaux,
produce, manufact ures, and other goods of any third country
autres, ou plus clevis, que les produits, les manufactures, et les
the most favoured in this respect, except as regards such special marehandises de toute tierce Puissance la plus favorisee sous ce
facilities, as have been, or may hereafter be, conceded on the rapport, exceptc en ee qui concernc Ids facilit£s spfieialos, qui ont
part of Montenegro to the neighbouring States, with respect to (5lc, ou qui pourront etro, concedoes plus bard par le Montfini^ro,
the traffic in local produce and manufactures between their con uni Etnts voisins, par rapport au trade en manufactures et proterminous frontier districts. No other or higher duties shall be duits locaux entre leurs districts frontieres limit rophes. Aucun
levied in Montenegro, on the exportation of any goods to the droit autre, ou pins eleve, ne sera preleve dansle Royaume-Uni
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ; or in the United
de la Grande Bretagne et d’lrelande, sur 1’exportation d’aucuno
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, on the exportation of marchandisc au Montdndgro, ni en Montenegro sur Texportation
any goods to Montenegro, than may be levied on the exportation
d’aueune marchandisc au Royaume-Uni de la Grande Bretagne
of any like goods to any third country the most favoured in
et dTrlande, que ceux qui pourront 6tre perqus sur I’exportation
this respect.
des mdmes merchandises dans un tiers pays le plus favorisd sous
ce rapport.
Neither of the Contracting Parties shall establish a pro
Aucuna des Parties Oontractantes n'etablira it Tegard do
hibition of importation, exportation, or transit, against the other,
1’autre une prohibition contre 1’imporlation, I’cxportation, oule
which shall not under tho like circumstances be applicable to transit, qui dans les mimes circonstances no sera pas applicable
any third country the most favoured in this respect. In like
it tout tiers pays le plus favorise sous co rapport.
manner, all that relates to local dues, Customs' formalities,
Do mcme, pour tout cc qui conceme les droita locaux, lea
brokerage, patterns or samples, introduced by commercial formalitds de Douaue, le courtage, les dessius de fabrique, ou
travellers, and all other matters connected with trade, British les eehantillons introduits par les commis-voyageura, ainsi quo
subjects in Montenegro, and Montenegrin subjects >n the United toutes les autros affairs commeroialcs, les sujets Brilanniques au
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, shall enjoy tho most MonMmcgro, et les sujets Montcnigrins dans le Boyaumc-Uni
favoured-nation treatment.
dc la Grande Bretagne et dTrlande, jouiront du traiteinent de
la nation la plus favoristie.
Article III.
Article III.
All British produce or manufactured goods shall ho imported
Toutes les marehandises d’origine ou de manufacture Britaninto Montenegro free of all duties or charges, with the exception
nique seront importies au Montinigro libres de tout droit ou
only of such dues as shall be levied for custom-house porterage,
taxe, it 1’exceplion seulcmont des droits qui seront perqus pour
public weighing, and for tho maintenance and improvement of
le factage, quand oo service cst fait par les employes do la
quays and custom-honse buildings.
Douane, ou pour le pesage publique, ou pour lo maintien et
Tamelioration des quais ou des butiinonte do la Douane.

And any redaction in these dues, granted to the goods or
manufactures of any third Power, shell be at once and uncon
ditionally extended to British produce or manufactured goods.
The Montenegrin Government reserves, however, the right of
levying an import duty on British manufactures and produce,
when it shall doom it expedient, Nevertheless tho Montenegrin
Government binds itself to give tho British Government
previous notice of such decision six months before the measure
is put in force, and engages further that such rate of duty shall
not exceed 8 per cent, ad valorem.
The Montenegrin Government engages, moreover, not to levy
any such duties except when they ore also applicable to the like
manufactures and products of all other foreign countries.
.

The following articles are excepted from the right of free
importation into Montenegro, viz, :—
Arms of all kinds.
Gunpowder and other explosives.
Munitions of war.
Salt.
Saltpetre.
Sulphur.
Spirits,
Tobacco.
Wines.
The above products shall be subject in Montenegro to tho
same conditions as the like products of any third Power, the
most favoured in this respect.
Abtioie 1Y.
The duties ad valorem which may hereafter be levied in
Montenegro, on British produce or manufactured goods, shall
be calculated on the value at the place of production or fabri
cation of the article imported, with the addition of the cost of
transport, insurance or commission, necessary for its importation
into Montenegro, as far as the port of discharge or place of
entry.
For the levying of these dues, the importer shall make a
written declaration at the eustom-housc, stating the value and
description of the goods imported. If the Custom-house
authorities are of opinion that the declared value is insufficient,
they shall bo at liberty to take tho goods on paying to the
importer the price declared, namely, the value at the place of
production or fabrication of the article imported, with the
addition of the cost of transport, insurance, and commission
necessary for importation into Montenegro, as far as the port of
discharge or place of entry, with an addition of 5 per cent.
This payment, together with the restitution of any duty
which may have been levied upon sucli goods, shall be mode
within fifteen days following the declaration.
Goods, unaccompanied by the ahovementioned declaration,
will not be entitled to the benefit of paying the ad valorem
duties stipulated in the present Treaty, but shall be subject to
the specific or other unties imposed by the Montenegrin
Government.
AbtioxiE Y.
The Montenegrin Government reserves to itself the right,
after an understanding with Her Majesty’s Legation, to limit to
certain places the Custom-houses through which goods charged
ad valorem may enter Montenegro.
The Montenegrin Government likewise reserves to itself tho
right to require that the importer shall produce, together with
his declaration of value on the entry of the goods into
Montenegro, one or other, at his option, of the following
documents, namely :—
1. A declaration of value made before the magistrate at the
place of manufacture or production.
2. A certificate of value from the Chamber of Commerce at
the placo of production ; or
3. A declaration of value made before the nearest Montene
grin Consul.
Tho f-o of such Consul on certifying this
declaration shall not exceed 6s.
Auticie YT.

The Montenegrin Government opens to the produce and
manufactures of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, and to tho produce and manufactures of British
Colonies and foreign possessions, all its ports, harbours, and all
landing-places or quays on its rivers or other waters, where
merehandiso is permitted to he landed, and all custom-houses,
free of all custom-house duties and charges, but without
prejudice to the stipulations of Articles III, VIII, and XII of
this present Treaty.
Article YII.
If one of the Contracting Parties shall impose an excise tax,
that is to say, on inland duty, upon any article of home pro
duction or manufacture, an equivalent compensatory duty may
be imposed on articles of tho same description on their importa
tion from the territories of the other Power, provided that the
said equivalent duty is levied on like articles on their impor
tation from all foreign countries.

Et toute reduction de ces taxes additionnellee qui pourra
etre accord6e aux produits ou manufactures de toute tierce
Puissance, sera cteudue immediatement, ct sans conditions, aux
memes articles d’origine ou de manufacture Britannique.
Le Gouvemcment Montenegrin sc reserve, capendant, la
faculte de prelevcr un droit d’entree sur les produits du Royaume-Dm ct dTrlande, lorsqu’il jugera le moment opportun.
Toutefois le Gouvcrncmont Montondgrin s’oblige k donner avis
prealabte au Gouvernemcnt Britannique de cettc decision six
mois avant son entree en vigueur, et s'enguge cn outre que Iff.
montant d’un tel droit n’excedera pas 8 pour cent ad valorem.1
De memo le Gouvernoment Montcnfigrin s'engage de no pas
peroevoir de pareilles droits que quand ils sontuussi applicahles
atix manufactures et produits eimilaires do tout outre pays
(Stranger.
Les articles euivants sont exceptds du droit de libro entree
dans le Montdnegro, savoir:—
Armes de toute espdee.
Poudre & canon, et autres matdriaux cxplosibles.
Munitions de guerre.
Lc sel.
Le salp&tre.
Lc soufre.
Les alcools,
Lc tabac.
Les vins.
Lea produits sus-mentionnds seront assujettis au Montenegro
aux memes conditions que les produits similaires de toute autre
tierce Puissance la plus favorisee sous ce rapport.
•
Article IY.
Les droits ad valorem quie pourraient 6tre prdlevcs au
Montcndgro sur lar merchandise d’origir e ou do manufacture
du Royamnc-Uni de la Grand Bretagne ot dTrlande, seraient
ealculds sur la valcur de I’objet imports, an lieu do production,
ou de fabrication, cn y a joutant les frats do transport, d’assurmicc,
ct do commission ndceseaircs pour rimportation au Montenegro,
jusqu’au port de decharge ou lieu d’entree.
Pour la perception dc ces droita, Timportaleur remettra a la
douane une declaration derite indiquant la valour et la nature
des marehandises imporlees. Si la Douane diait d’avis quo la
valour declarde cst insufllsante, clle pourrait garder les marchandisea cn payant it 1’importateur le prix ddclaru, e’est-a-dire la
valcur del’objet importd, au lieu dc production ou de fabrication,
auguientee des frais dc transport, d’assurance, et dc commission
ndccssaires a 1’importation au Montenegro, jusqu’au port dc
discharge ou lieu d’entrdc, et de 5 pour cent additionnels.
Ce paiemeut, ainsi que le remboursement de tout droit
acquittds par les dites marehandises, auront lieu dans le quinze
jours qui suivraiont la declaration.
Les marehandises non accompagnes dc la dite declaration ne
seront pas admises au paioment des droits ad valorem, stipuhSs
par le present Trailc, mais seraient ossujetties aux droits
spficifiques ou autres d^cretcs par le Gouvcrncmont Montenegrin.
Article V.

Le Gouvernemcnt Montenegrin se reserve le droit de limiter,
d’accord avee la Legation de 8a Majeste Britannique, it certaincs
localites, les douanes par lesquelles les marehandises assujettics
aux droits ad valorem pourraient etre introduitesau Montenegro.
Lo Gouvernemcnt Montenegrin se r&erve do mkme' le droit
d'exiger de I’importateur, qu'il produise ft 1’introduction au
Montdnegro des marehandises, outre la declaration de valcur,
un des documents suivnnts, laisse u son choix :—
1. Hue declaration do valcur dressee par devant lc magistrot
du lieu de production de la marchandisc,
2. Un certificat de valour dciivre par la Chambre de Com
merce du lieu de production j
3. Une declaration de valcur dresske par devant le Consul
Montenegrin du lieu le plus proehe. La taxe A percevoir par
lo dit Consul pour la dclivrance de cotto pikee ne pourrait
cxc6dcr 5s. (2 fl. 60 kr.).
Article YI.
Le Gouvernement Montenegrin ouvre aux produits et
manufactures du Royaume-Uni de la Grande Bretagne et
dTrlande, et aux produits et manufactures des Colonies et des
possessions ktrangcres de Sa Majeste Britannique, tous ses ports
et ses havres, et tous les debarcadkres et quais de ses rivilres
et autres eaux, oh lc dobarquement do la marchandisc est
permis, et toutes sea dominos, libres de tout droit ou impfit de
douane, mais sans porter atteinte aux stipulations des Articles
III, YIII, et XII dc co Traite.
Article YII.
Si 1’une des Parties Oontractantes Gablit un droit d’accise,
c'esl-h-dirc, un droit interieur, sur un produit queleonque du
sel ot de 1’industrie nationale, un droit compcnsatuur equivalent
pourra etre per^u sur les produits similaires importes du
torritoire de 1’autro Puissance, pourvu quo le dit droit compensateur soit perqu sur les produits similaires A leur impor
tation de tout autro pays otranger.
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In iho event of the reduction or suppression of eicisc tores—
that is to say, inland duties—a corresponding reduction or
suppression shell at the same time bo made in the equivalent
compensatory duty on manufactures of British or Montenegrin
origin, as the ease may be.
.
,

^

AsraciJ? YITI.

Evdry favour or immunity which has been, or may hereafter
he, granted by one of the Contracting Parties to tho subjects
or commerce of a third Power, shall be granted simultaneously
and unconditionally to the other, except as regards such special
facilities as have been, or may hereafter be, conceded on the
part of Montenegro to the neighbouring States with respect to
the local traffic between their conterminous frontier districts.
Autiole IX.
British subjects in Montenegro, and Montenegrin subjects
in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, shall
enjoy tho same rights as natives, or as are now granted, or may
hereafter be granted, to the subjects of any third Power the
most favoured in this respect, in everything relating to tho
property in trade-marts, or trade labels or tickets, as well as in
patterns or designs for manufactures.
It is understood that any person who desires to obtain tho
aforesaid protection must fuliil the formalities required by tho
laws of tho respecti re countries.
Auticle X,
Each of the Contracting Parties may appoint Consuls-Gencral,
Consuls, Vice-Consul a, Pro-consuls and Consular Agents to reside
respectively in the towns and port® of the Contracting Parties
where the Consular Officers of these different classes of the
most favoured nation have received or may receive authoriza
tion to reside. Such Consular Officers, however, shall not enter
upon their functions until after they shall have been approved
and admitted in the usual form by the Government to which
they are sent. They shall exorcise whatever functions, mid
enjoy whatever privileges, exemptions, and immunities, arc or
may hereafter be granted there lo Consular Officers of the
most favoured nation.
Article XL
It is agreed that, as regards freights and all other facilities,
British goods convoyed over Montenegrin railways or publiclyoonstructcd high roads, and Montenegrin goods convoyed over
British railways, shall be treated in exactly the same manner
as the goods of any other nation the most favoured in that
respect.
Article XII.
British ships and their cargoes shall in Montenegro, and
Montenegrin skips and their cargoes in the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, from whatever place arriving, and
whatever may be the place of origin or destination of their
cargoes, shall be treated in every respect as national ships and
their cargoes.
The preceding stipulation applies to local treatment, dues,
and charges in the ports, basins, docks, roadsteads, harbours,
and rivers of the two countries, pilotage, and generally to all
matters .conneoted with navigation, without prejudice to the
Bales and Eegulations of tho Maritime and Sanitary Police
and of the Maritime Code in force in Montenegro.
Every favour or exemption in those respects, or any other
privilege in matters of navigation, which either of the Con
tracting Parties shall grant to a third Power shall be extended
immediately and unconditionally to the other Party.
All vessels which, according to British law, are to be deemed
British vessels, and all vessels which, according to the laws in
force in Montenegro, are to be deemed Montenegrin vessels,
shall, for the purposes of this Treaty, be respectively deemed
British or Montenegrin vessels.

4
Dans lo Cas dc reduction ou suppression doe droits d’accisc—
e’est-a-diro, droits interieur;—une reduction equivalentc ou
suppression sera en mihne temps opdree sur le droit compcnsateur preleve sur les produits d’origine Britannique ou Montendgrine, scion le oas.
Article VIII,
Toute faveur et immunitd qui a ete, ou qui pourra utre,
aeeordee par Puno des Parties Contraclantes aux sujets on au
commerce d'une tierce Puissance, sera aeeordee simultanomont,
ot sans conditions, a 1’autre, cxceple en ce qui concernc les
facilites specialcs qui ont
ou qui pourront litre, accordees
pins tard par le Montenegro aux Etats voisins, par rapport au
trafie local entre leurs districts frontihres limitropbes.
Articlb IX.
,
Les Bujets Britanniqnes en Montcmigro, ct les eiijcts Mon
tenegrins dans lo Koyaume-Uni do la Grande Bretagne-.et
d’lrlando, jouiront des mSmes droits que les nationaux, ou do
ceux qui eont presentement uccordds, ou qui pourront etre
accordes I Pavenir, aux sujets do toute tierce Puissance la plus
favorisee sous cc rapport, pour tout co qui concerno la propri6le,
soit des marques de commerce, cu autres marques particuliilros
indiquant I’origino ou la quality des marehandises, soit des
modules ou dessius de fabrique.
11 cst ontondu que toute persomie qui veut obtenir la dilo
protection doit so conformer aux formaliffis demandecs par les
lois des pays respectifs.
Article X.
Cliaeun des Parties Oontractantes pourra nommer des
Consuls-Gendraux, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, Pro-Consuls, ot
Agents Cousulnircs pour resider dans les villes et ports des
Puissances Oontractantes oit les Agents Consulaires do ces
diverges denominations dc la nation la plus favorisee ont obtenu
ou ponrront obtenir I’autorisation de resider. Ces Agents
Consulaires n’entrenont eependant pas en fonetions avant
d’avoir the reeonnus et admis dans ia forme habituello par la
Gouvernement auprbs duquol ils sont aecredites. Us auront le
droit d’exercer les in ernes fonetions, et ils jouiront des mfimes
privileges, exemptions, ct immunities, qui sont, ou qui seront
k Pavenir, accord6s aux Agent® Consularires dels nation la plus
favorisee.
Article XL
II est convcnu que, en ce qui regarde les frais de transport ct
touto autro facilite, les marcliandises Britanniqnes trnnsporlties
sur les chcmins dc fer Monteudgrines ou sur les chaussecs
construitcs par 1’Etatcn Montdnegro, ct les marcliandises Monlenegrines transport&s snr les chemins de for Britanniquos,
seront traitties exactement dela m6mo maniero que lesmnrcliandises de toute autre nation la plus favorisee sous ce rapport.
Article XII.
Les uavires Britanniquos ct leurs eargaisons au Montendgro,
et les navircs Montenegrins et lours eargaisons dans le BoynumoUni de la Cvando Bretagne ot dTrlande, ii lour arrivde d'un
port queleonque, et quel que soit le lien d'origine ou do desti
nation de leur cargaison, jouiront, sous tous lea rapports, du
memc traiteinent que les navires nationaux et leurs eargaisons.
La stipulation precedente se rcfiSrc an traiteinent local, aux
droit®, ot aux frais dans les ports, les bassins, les docks, les
rades, les havres, et les rivieres des deux pays, au pilotage, et
en general h tout ce qui se rapport k la navigation, sans porter
atteinte aux Bkglements de la Police Maritime at Sanitoirc ot
du Code Maritime en vigeur au Montenegro.
Touto favour ou exemption sous ces rapports, ou tout autre
privilege on fait dc navigation, que 1’une des Parties Conlractantes accordera i! une tierce Puissance, sera immediatement, ot
sans conditions, etendu ft Pautre Portie,
Tout naviro qui, en conformilii des lois Brilanniques, doit
etre considero commc navire Britannique, et tout navire Monte
negrin qui, en conformite des lois en vigueur au Monti5n6gro,
doit etre considero comme navire Montenegrin, seront, pour
Papplication du present Traite, considerus reeiproquement
comme navires Britanniqnes ou Monlffiiegrins.

The Consuls-Qeneral, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, Pro-Consuls,
and Consular Agents of each of the Contracting Parties residing
in the dominions and possessions of the other, sliall receive from
the local authorities such assistance as can by law be given to
them for the recovery of deserters, not being slaves, from the
merchant vessels of their respective countries.

Article XIII.
Les Consuls-Qoueraux, Consuls, ATeo-Consuls, Pro-Consuls,
ct Agents Consulaires de chaetm des Parties Contraclantes
resident dans les etats ou possessions de Pautre reeevront do la
part des nutoritds locales toute Passistance qui pourra leur fStrc
aeeordee d’apris la ioi, pour la remise des deserteurs, non
esclavcs, des navires marchauds, dc leurs pays respectifs.

Article XIV.
Tho Stipulations of the present Treaty shall be applicable
to all the Colonies and foreign Possessions of Her Britannic
Majesty, so far as the laws permit, excepting to those herein
after named, that is to say, except to—
The Dominion of Canada,
Newfoundland,
Tho Cape,
Natal,
New South Wales,

Article XIV.
Les stipulations du present Traitd ecront applicable® il toutes
les Colonic® ou Possessions dtrangbres de Sa Majeste Britan
nique, en tant qu’il cst permis par les lois, a Pexccption do
celles ci-dcssous dnumdrees, savoir:—
Le Canada,
Terre Ncuve,
Le Cap,
'
'
Natal,
La Nouvelle Galles du Sud,

Artici.r XIII.
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Victoria,
Queensland,
Tasmania,
S
South Australia, ’
Western Australia,
New Zealand.
ProTidod always, that tho stipulations of the present Treaty
shall be made applicable to any of the abore-named Colonies or
foreign Possessions on whose behalf notice to that effect shall
have been given by Her Britannic Majesty’s Representative at
the Court of Montenegro to the Montonogrin Minister for
Foreign Affairs, within one year from the date of the exchange
of the ratifications of the present Treaty.
,

Victoria,
Queensland,
_
La Tosmanic,
*
L’Australia Mifodionale,
*
L’Australio de I’Quest,
*,
'
La Nouvelle Maude.
,
II est, ndanmoins, convenu que les stipulations du present
Traite seront applicahles fl cellos des Colonies ou Possessions
etrangbres ci-dessus bnumerdes au nom desquelles une
notification ft cet effet aurait
adressee par le Repr&entant
de Sa Majesty Britannique prfss la Oour du Mont6n^gro au
Ministre des Affaires Etrangbres de Montdn4gro, nvant
I’expiration d’une ann4e b partir de la date de 1’echange des
ratifications du present TraitA

Abtioie XV.
The present Treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifications
exchanged at CettinjA as soon as possible after its signature.
It shall come into force immediately after the exchange of
ratifications, and shall remain in force for ten years from that
date. In case neither of the two Contracting Parties shall haye
given notice, twelve months before the expiration of the said
period of ten rears, of their intention of terminating the
present Treaty, it shall remain in force until the expirnt ion of
ono year from tho day on which either of the Contracting Parties
shall have given such notice.
In witness whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries have
signed it, and affixed to it the seal of their office.
Done at CottinjA the twenty-first day of January, one thou
sand eight hundred and oighty-two.
(l.s.)
W. KIRBY GREEN.
(1*8.)
V. S. RADONICH.

Article XV.
Le present Traite sera ratifie, et les ratifidations on seront
dchnngees fl Cettinje, le plus t6t que faire se pourra apres sa
signature. R sera mis en execution immediatement aprbs
1’echange des ratifications, et demourcra en vigueur pendant dix
ans fl partir de eette date. Dans le cas oil aucune des deux
Parties Oontractantes n'aura fait notifier douse mois avant
I’expiration de la dite pdriode de dix ans son intention de faire
cesser les effots du present Trait6, il restera en vigueur jusqu’h
I’expiration d’une annbo, fl compter du jour oil I’une ou 1’autre
des Parties Oontractantes en fera la dtsnonciation.
En foi de qnoi, les Pldnipotentiaires respectifs 1’ont signb, et
y ont apposd le sceau de leurs chancelleries.
Fait il Cettignd, le vingt et unibme jour du mois de Janvier,
mil huit cent quatre-vingt-deux.
(l.b.)
W. KIRBY GREEN,
(i.a.)
V. 8. RADONICH.

Protocol of the 2ltt January, 1882.
Tho undersigned, Plenipotentiaries of Her Majesty the
Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
and His Highness tho Prince of Montenegro, having met in
conference, haye taken into consideration the following
subject:—
They have directed their attention to the fact that, although,
by Article III of the Treaty signed this day between Her
Britannic Majesty and the Prince of Montenegro, all British
produce or manufactured goods shall be imported into Monte
negro free of all duties or charges, with the exception only of
such dues as shall be levied for custom-house porterage,
public weighing, and for the maintenance and improvement of
quays and custom-house buildings, yet that British goods and
manufactures are actually subjected to a tax of four per cent.,
through tho levying of the existing interior duty to this amount
on all soles of foreign goods. They have consequently resolved
to declare that, whenever the Montenegrin Government puts
in force its reserved right, contained in paragraph 3 of Article
III of the Treaty, of levying an import duty not exceeding
eight per eont. ad valorem on British produce and manufactures,
tho above-mentioned interior tax of four per cent, on sales
effected in the Principality shall at once cease to be leviable.

Protocols du 21 Janvier, 1882.
Les saussignds, Plbnipotentlaires de 8a Majestd la Reine du
Royaume Uni de la Grande Bretagne et d’lrlande et de Son
Altesse lc Prince de Montenegro, s’dtaut rbunis on conference,
ont pris en consideration ce qui suit:—
Ils ont pris note du fait quo, quoique par 1’Article III du
Traitd signd aujourd'hui entre Sa Majestd Britannique ct le
Prince de Montenegro, toutes les marebandisos d’origine ou de
manufacture Britannique seront importdes au Montdn£gro
libres de tout droit au taxe, h 1’exception seulement des droits
qui seront porqus pour le factage quand ee service est fait par
les employes de la Douane, ou pour le pesage public, ou pour
le maintien ct I’amdtioration des quais ou des Mtiments de la
Douane, ndanmoins les produits et manufactures Britanniquos
sent actuelloment sssujettis il une taxe de quatro pour cent, par
la perception du droit interieur, ddjil distant, de quatro pour
cent sur toute vente de produit dtrnnger. Oonsdquemmcnt ils
out ddcidd d’affirmer qu’ aussitfit que Le Gouvernement Montdndgrin met on vigueur le droit resorvd, contenu dans 1’alinda
3 qo 1'Article III du Traitd, eavoir, de prdlevor un droit d’entree
qui n’cxcddc pas huit pour cent ad valorem sur les produits et
manufactures Britanuiques, la susdite taxe intdrieure de 4 pour
cent sur les rentes rdalisdes dans la Principautd cesaera immddiatement d'fllro perceptible.
De plus, les sousaignds Plenipotentiaries ddclarent que la
dite taxe intdrieure qui existe dbja sur la vente des produits et
manufactures dtrangeres, ne pourra jamais exedder quatro pour
cent, et que toute rdduction qui pourra btre accorddo aux
produits ou manufactures de toute tierce Puissance, sera
dtendue immediatement et sans conditions aux articles d'origine
ou de manufacture Britannique.
Les autres stipulations do TArtide III restent en viguenr
tellcs qu'ellea dtaienl rdgldes dans le Traitd.
.
Ce Protocolo sera considdrd et mis cn opdration comme pnrtie
intdgrale du susdit Traitd, et sera ratifid ob mfime temps quele
Traitd.
En foi dc quoi, les Soussignds ont dressd le prdsent Protocole,
qu'ila ont revetu du sceau de leurs Chancellories.
Fait il Cettignd, le vingt et unibmo jour du mois do Janvier,
do 1’an mil huit cent quatre-vingt-deux.

They further declare that the said existing interior tax on
sales of foreign goods and manufactures shall not be raised
above four per cent., and that any reduction in this tax granted
to the goods and manufactures of any third Power shall at
once and unconditionally he extended to British produce or
manufactures.
The other provisions of Article III remain in force, as they
have been agreed upon in the Treaty.
This Protocol shall be regarded and acted upon as forming
part of the Treaty in question, and shall bo ratified with it at
ono and the same time.
In witness whereof, tho undersigned have drawn up the
present Protocol, to which they have affixed the seals of their
office.
Done at CettinjA tho twenty-first day of the month of
Januaiy, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-two.
l.b.)
W. Kjbby Queen.
l.s.)

V. 8. Radon ion.

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—183*.
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(l.b.)
(L.B.)

W. Kiedy Geebn.
V, S. Radonioh.
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HYDE, PHILLIP, AND COOK PAEKS.
(REPORT OP TRUSTEES EOR YEARS 1881 ARB 1882.)

The Chairman of the Trustees to The Secretaryv for Lands.
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Sir,

%

Board-room. Hyde Park, 25 October, 1882.
I have the lion or, as Chairman ot the Trustees of Hyde, Phillip, and Cook Parks, to transmit
accounts of their receipts and expenditure during the past and present year up to the 30th of September.
Tho Trustees submit with these accounts the following report of their operations during their tenure
of office:—
2. All the old paths in Hyde Park, with one in Phillip, and one in Cook Park, have been laid down
with asphalt. When taken charge of they were scarcely traversable. They are now in thorough repair.
New paths have been constructed in directions previously used over the grass. The number of yards of
walks asphalted, some of these 14 feet wide, and only one as narrow as 8 feet, is 1,507.
3. One large flower-bed at the Cook statue and fourteen smaller beds in other parts of Hyde
Park have been made, all of which are kept in good order. A greater supply of water, if allowed by the
city authorities, in three or four additional places, would be greatly in aid of these areas. Most of them
have been enclosed by a light iron railing, and, with sufficient funds, the remainder will be similarly
protected. In the whole there are above 2,000 feet of this iron railing erected at present.
4. Many additional seats have been placed along the walks, and some ox the unsightly wooden
palisades enclosing the old plantations have been removed, also many unsightly trees and shrubs, thus
throwing the remaining trees and plants open to view. The original first-formed long walk, east of the
great avenue, has been re-formed, and a number of seats are placed at intervals along it.
5. An ornamental pavilion has been erected on the northern section of the park, facing Parkstreet, for use as a Board-room; it is also a tool-house and place of deposit for seeds, and a dining-room
for the 'workmen, to whom it affords protection in wet weather. Contracts have been entered into for
enclosing the pavilion in front with a light iron railing. The ground enclosed will then be laid out in
various hods, and planted with shrubs, plants, and flowers. The ground at the back will he enclosed with
a close wooden fence, to hide the manure and rubbish heaps. In this enclosure the Trustees intend to
erect a propagating house and pottjng-shed, and also urinals and closets.
6. The Trustees propose to make flve other enclosures for flowering shrubs and plants, two in the
north-eastern and three in the south-western sections. A row of trees will also he planted in the park,
parallel with College-street, and similar rows parallel with Park-street.
7. Levelling the park has been carried on to a great extent in the north-eastern section, between
seven and eight thousand loads of street-sweepings having been used for tliat purpose.
8. Tho park is still infested ■with stray goats, which cannot wholly he kept out so long as the
owuers remain improseeuted for allowing them to wander in the streets. Improper persons of course
also intrude. It is obviously impracticable to exclude people merely because they are suspected to be
improper characters, and disorderly scenes after dusk (there being never more than two constables on
duty) may therefore be expected. On four occasions several plants have been rooted ont and stolen
from the enclosures, but in general the frequenters of the parks arc well conducted and more readily
attend to the regulations.
9. Nevertheless, more policemen are greatly needed, especially at night, and at least eight more
lamps ought to be erected. It must he borne in mind that Hyde Park alone, divided by a public road
and open on all sides, at all hours, contains 44 acres, and that above 17,000 persons pass daily through it
in all directions.
10. Finally, although much remains to he done, the Trustees invite attention to the present
state of the parks, especially contrasted with what they were two years ago, in the belief that they are,
as places of pleasurable resort, becoming rapidly worthy of the metropolis.
For the Trustees,
W. H. Catlett,
ALFRED STEPHEN,
Secretary.
Chairman.

**

Ordered hy the hegishtive Assenibly to he printed, 1 May, 1883.
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