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Motion made for Dapumt:am tuken at Neweastle, in the case of, 139 ; laid on
Table, 242 | §mm e ma S e e e R e EE AR AR EE R ek e ke n
BPRATT v, S00TTi—
Motion made for Dﬁpnhh&u! T,uken at HLHLW.J.. in the case of, 140 ; laid on
Table, 250 ...... I s saaeeseeneas
Jaues Lowe i—
Motion made for Depositions taken at Penrith, in the casze of, 164; Debate
adjourned, 164 ; Order of the Day discharged, 517,
Me. Presimy, J.Pi—
Letter from Chief Jusime. in reference to pr-:mccdm gn of, a8 & Magistrate ; laid
on Table, 187, . aergasminErrrerrrEs na-
Me. R, D. Gramam, J.P. —
Correspondence respecting appointment of, as & Magistrate, 379 ..., ...... o0
Mz, WriLnian BoPER (=
Motion made for Papera in mfemnm to the Conlinement and Death of, 325 ; laid

on Table, 481.. C okt ee et eeem e e e esee R ek erasar nnaan s
THOMAS ARMITAGE Eum:nq —

Motion made for Papers in reference to Costs of Prohibition against ‘r.'[n.p:]a-

trates at Kempsey, 326 ; laid on the Table, 405,
Mr, N. L. KexTISH — |
Petition presented from, in reference to his dismissal from office of C.P.2,, 16;
ordered to be pnntﬁu] 25, ve
Motion made for examination nf' a: the Bar of H'ouse, and nEEﬂ.tl\fEﬂ, .‘Hﬁ
Pruower Lovis BeRrrasn —
Contingent Motion moved in reference to Prosecation of, 414,
RrLes oF (COURT :—
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Petition presented, praying the eatablishment of Court of, 292 ; ordered to be
rinted, 816 ..... Sk aE A aa : cirasees
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ADVANCES TO AGENTE INTRUSTED WITH GOODS BILL —
Received from Legislative Council and read 1%, 173 ; Ovder of the Day for
second reading and Bill discharged, 421,
AGENTSE (See * ADVANCES."
AGRIOULTURAL (See «© AUSTRALIAN."™)
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE (Bee also * BTANDARI.™)
Select Committes appointed to inguire into Stondard Weight of Bushal of,
9% ; power granted to send for pcrsu:n:m and papers, 104 ; Petitions referred,
IUi Report brought up, 355. . . b e erEnes s
AGRICULTURISTS .—
DESTITUTION OF :—
Petition pruucutt,d from Tenterfield, in reference to, 413,
do. 'Connell do. 418,
AID (Bea v Ri' LIGION ")
ALLOWANCES (Bec » BUPERANNUATION.”)
ALTACAS :—
Motion made for return of number of, 374 ; laid on Table, 406,
AMENDED SECEET BILLE OF SALE PREVENRTION BILL :—
Motion made for leave to introduce, and leave granted, 114; presented and
read 1%, 114; read 2° Committed, reported, and report adopted, 155
read &°, passed, and sent to Legislative Council, 165,
AMMUNITION :—
Despateh respecting Guns and Ammunition mqmrul for Mew South Wales,
laid on Table, 441 .. ..... - s pasmn e
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APPROPRIATION BILL:—
Standing Orders suspended in reference to, 462
Motion made for leave t.u introduce, and leave granted, 466 ; presented and
read 17, 466 ; read 2°, Committed, reported, and ]lt,pm't adopted, $66;
read 3°, pansad and sent to Lun'iu\]a.tivc Clouneil, $66 ; returned by Uo:mcil
without Amendment, 479; Assent reported, $53.
ARNOLD W. M., ESQ).:—
Froposed as S.pc.a.ker 33; elected, 34; presentation of, to Governor, 37
Clommission of, to Administer Oat]:l vend by Clerk, 55,
ASIEMBLY (See alao“ADDRESSES™ “ADJOURNMENT™; “PARLIAMENT";
“EPEAKER.")
Opening of, 1.
Proclamation summoning, vead by Clerk, 1.
Message from Governor, requesting attendance of, in Legisladive Couneil
Chambee, 2.
Members sworn, 2 (29, 38, 45, 67, 201, 203, 477,
Governor' s Bpeach repm‘[:ad.. 3; SBeleet Committees appointed fo prepare
Addrese in reply, 4; Address 'I:umught. up and read by Clerk, 4; Adopted,
&3 presented to Guvernﬂr 9, ly reported, 9.
ﬂ.penkg: {The Hon. J. Hay, Fuq. _} a.d resses House previous to his retmamantl
from the Chair, 27 ; Besignation of, reported by Clerk, 33,
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AUS%‘%AJJLIA‘J GENERAL ASSURANCE CCIH[PANY & INCORPORATION
Received from Legislative Council and read 1%, 429 read 2° Committed,
reportad, and %‘kpart adopted, 474; read 29 passed, and returned to
Council withont Amendmend, 475; Assent reported, 488, 5
AUSTRALIAN AGRICULTURAL COMPANY'S BILL :—
ERaceived from Legislative Council, and read 19, 303 read 29, Committed,
reported, and Report adopted, 326 ; read 3%, passed, and retoroed to mem]
without Amendment, 332 ; Asse.ntw orted, 467,
AUSTRALIAN LIBRARY AND LITERARY INSTITUTION AOT AMEND-
MENT BILL:—
Received from Legislative Courcil and read 1%, 457; read 2%, Committed,
reportad, and Heport adepted, 474 ; read 3°, passed, and returned to Guunl:i]
withont Amendment, 477 ; Assent JL,ertc 488,
AUSTRALASIAN MINERAL OIL COMPANY'S INCORPORATION BILL: — |
Received from Legislative Council and read 17, 303; read 2° Committed,| !
reported, and Report adepted, 8547; read 29 pasﬁed and returned tof |
Council with an Amendment, 354; Messahu from Couneil agrecing to |
Amendment, 405; Assent reported, 453, |
|
B ‘t
BALANCES (Bee = FINANCE"™) |
BALLOT :— i
For Berecr COMMITTEE \— |
Pitt-street Tramway, 153,
Reserves under Crown Lands Alienation Act, 317,
BALLOTING :—
For SErEcT CoMMITTEES :—
SBessional Order in reference to, 11, !
BANK (Bee also “ FINANCE") :— |
LIABILITIES AND ARIETS :— |
Abstract of Returns for Quarter ended 31 Marvch, 1365, 54, , 2 589
D, do. 30 June, 15656, 5¢ ., . ] &01
D, do. A0 Beptember, 18635, Bi.... : 503
Do, do. 30 Beptember, 1565 {Amenu]edj 2{2 21 395
Do, do. 31 Decernber, 1865, 292 2| 5497
BANEKING (See “FINANCE™
BARLEY (Sec “STANDARD,") ' '
BARTON, M. G, B..—
Motion made for Correspondence in reference to dismissal of, from office as
Commigsioner of Stamps, 106; laid on Table, 1358 ... ciienniniiany B07

DBEER (See * TH.HIFF"}
BERRIMA (*Sec - POSTAL.")
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TAGE.

B

]];IEII}:.PRAHD LOUIE {Ses “ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.")
FPrIvate.
Sessional Order in relerence o vote of Chairman of Select Committes on, 11,
BILLS (Bes * ARSENT,” also “SECRET. ")
BLACK ROD :—
THHER OF = .
Delivers Message from Governer, 2.
BOILER :—
ExrLosioN :—
Motion made for Depositions taken before City Coroner in reference to, 299 ;
laid on Table, 381.......... .
BOURKE BRIDGET {Hen “ADMINISTRATION OF .IUSTILE"}
BRAIDWOOD (See » GADL.")
BRANDS REGISTRATION BILL:—
Motion made for leave to introdoce, and leave granted, 97; presented and
read 19,98 ; order for Second reading and Bill discharged, 151 (@ preliminary
Cﬂmm:.ﬁ!,u bnnp RECESEaTIY).
BREANDS REGISTRATION BILL (o, 2.) ==
Motion made for Committes of the Whole in reforence to, 146 : House in
Committes, and Ruiﬂutmn reported and agreed to, 156 Bill presented
and read 19, 162 ; read 2° and Committed, 219; and '|_:r1u ress reported,
215, 303 ; Hcsaag\c ¥o. 6, from Governor, 260; Order ug the Day and
BL]]diSL.hargcd 422, R E T T T T T r Tp—
BRERETON Dr. (Sen LUNATIC ASYLUMS. "}
BRIDGE :—
OVER HAWRESEBURY AT WINDSOK —
Motion made for reports, &e., in referencs to the cost of coustruction of, 10 ; Taid
on table, 122 , e e e R AR R TEEE b e

oVER LACALAN a7 COWlA —
Motion made for Committee of the Whele to consider Address in reference to
the construction of, 76 ; House in Committes, and Resolution reportod,
935 received and agrcr,rl to, 106,
PuxT AND WHARF AT CASTNG ==
Return to Order (fest Session) in reference to, laid on Table, 122 . ......
GUNDASAT (—
Motion made for Corvespondence, &c., in reference to approaches to, 803,
BURDEKIN MARSHALL, ESG. :—
Sent of, vaeated, 265,
BURRAGORANG (Soe = ROADR.")
BUSH :—
FIRES :—
X Petitition presented in refevence to the great prevalence of, 154 ; ovdered to be
printed, 162 . SR Aa Ak ke mp e s e R EE RS
BUSINESH (See «SESSIONAL ORDERS. "_]
BYRNES JAMES, E2Q. :—
Acceptance of Office by, 285,
Beat declared vacant, 256, Sworn as Member, 291,

C

CALLAGHAN MRS, {Ses “GRIEVANCES.")
CAMPRELL THE HON, A.:—

Messnge requesting attendance of, before Select Commitice of the Assembly,

68, 187 ; reply, 91, 200.
CAMPBELLTOWN (Sce “ROADS."
CARELESS TSE OF FIRE PRE‘E’E‘QTIDF BILL :—

Motion made for Committes of the Whole, in reforence to, 242; House in
Committes, and Resolution reported, 295; Resolution received and
wgeeed to, 8 Bill presented and read 17, 304 read 2%, Committed,
veported, and Report adopted, 343, read 8% passed, and sent to Legis.
lative Council, 357 ; returned by Council with Amendments, 456 ; Conneil's
Ameodments agreed to, 474 Assent veported, 483,

CABING (See * BRIDGE.”)
CATTLE DISEASE BILL :—

Motion made for Committes of the Whale, in rveference to, 146 ; House in
Committes, and Besolution reported, 174; Resolution received and agreed
to, 180; Bill presentad and read 19, 187 ; vead 2%, Committed, reported,
and Report adopted, 220; read 37, paseed, and sent to Legislative Couneil.
226 ; returned Ly Cooncil with amendments, fneluding an Amendment in
the Title, 251 ; r. Speaker rules Amendment made by Council inadmis-
sible by .ﬁ.sarmh]y 252 no further action taken.

CATTLE DISEASE BILL No. 2 —
Message No. T from ficlvt‘.n:m:. in referenes 80, 267 L. iiii i an st s snanan
CENSURE :—
Vore oF 1—
Moved as an Amendment to motion for ﬂgc]antmn of Seat vacated, 265.
CHAIRMAN :—
oF CosuMrrTees oF THE WeoLe Hover:—

Election of Thomas Garrett, Eaq., 11; Commission to Administer Oath, read

by Clork, 23,
oF SELECT COMMITTEES (=—
Bessional Order in reference to Vote of, on Private Bills, 11,

L]

g

CHILDREN'S (fee * DESTITUITE.")

870

37

023

893

BN

G239
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VOTES AND FPROCEEDTNGS (HEFERENCES TO)—VOL. L - |

|
vor.

- CHINESE :— . : i
IMMIGRATION :—
Petition in reference to Tax on, from Clergymen and others, 4625 ordered o
be printed, 472, .
. Petition from C]nnea.e 'Rm:denta Ln the I.;u]un_v, -iE3 " ordercd to be [:luntq.,d. 472
CHISHOLM MRS, .—
Motion made for Committes of the Whole to consider address for mmpenaaf.mn
to, 442 ; Housze in Committer, Resolution reported, received and agreed)
to, 474,
CHRISTIE MAJOR {%ce » POSTAL"; also * SUPERANNUATION.”
CHURCH (Sec “ EXCHANGE.")
CHURCH AND B8CHOOL:—
EstaTrs Forn:— ’
Correspondence in refercnce to the Distribubion of, Inid on Table, 477 ...,
CITIES (Ses * CROWN LANDS.")
CIVIL OFFICERS :—
Motion Made for Retorn shewing Names and Salaries of, 234 ; Jaid on Tallo
- . P e
CIVIL SERVICE {E'E"E " ':.L‘PFRA.N’\T]_.IL.'I IfJ"T "}
CLATMS AGAINST GOVERNMENT RILL:—
Motion made for leave to introduce, and Jeave granted, 61; presented and
vead 19, 935 read 27 and Committed, 1351, Progress r{:pnrtod 131, lﬂﬁ
Motion made for Committee of the Whole to consider the introduction o |
Tth Olause, 146; House in Committes, snd RHesolution reported, 165
Resolution received and agreed to, 174 ; Bill reportod with Amendmonts,
and Report adopted, E read 49, ]'.-amsa.l:fl1 and sont to Laglsln.tiva
Couneil, 226,
CLARENCE (Ses » CROWN LANDE.")
CLARENCE AND NEW ENGLAND 3TEAM NAVIGATION G{}MI‘ANY‘E-..
BILL :—
Petition presented, praying leave to bring in, 51; Motion made for leave to
introduce, and leave granted, 63 prasented, and read 17, 69 ; referred to
Belect Committes, 77 churt brought up, 184 ; Bill read 2°, Committed,
reported, and report aﬂnr 250 ; read ¥, passed, and seit to Legislative
Counecil, 267 ; returped b c-nnr'll with an Amendment, 393 ; Council’s
Amendment agread to, 431 Assent reported, 4533 ... ... |
CLARKFE THOMAS {8Bee » f:'rf!.DL."_}
CLERICAL :—
PrRECEDEXCE :—
Resolution moved in reference to, 1.
CLERK :—
Or LeaistaTive AssEMBLY —
Proclamation on Opening of the Session read by, 1
Summoned to produce Docoments, 2, 16, 17,
Reads Address in reply to Governor's Opening Specch, 4.
Do, My, Speaker's Commission to Administer Oath, 30,
Do, Deputy Speaker’s Commisgion to Administer Oath, 25,
Administers Oath to Members of Committee of Elections and Qualifications,
o5, 324,
Announces resignation of Speaker (John Hay, Esq.}, 83,
Presides at Election of Speaker, 30,
Reads Petition of Mr. W. Hanson, 131, |
Do,  do.  in reference to Proposed Tavif, 161, 163, 174,
Dhr.  do. do. Railway Communication, 215, |
D, Theapatch da. tivering, 202, I
Do, Message No, 12, withdrawing Estimates, 532, |
Do, Petition from Destitute Agriculturists, 13,
COAL FIELDS BEEGULATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL :—
Motion mode for leave to introduce, and leave granted, 105 presented, and
read 19, 105 ; Debate on Motion for second reading adjourned, 252 ; read 25,
810; Committed, reported, and report aﬂupt.cd.%ﬁ?: read 37, passed, and
gent to Legislative Couneil, 365,
COLLEGE, 8T, JOHN'S (Ses * MUNICIPALITIES.")
COLLEGE, 85T, PAUL'S (See « MUNICIPALITIES.")
COLONIAL :—
Kavan DEFENCE AoT.— -
Tespateh transmitting, laid on Table, &
BECBETARY'S DEFARTMENT =
Mr. Cowper's Minute respecting applications {for Offices in, laid on Table, 391
TRRAGSUREE :—
Amendment moved in reference to the appointment of M. Burdekin, Eeq., 365,
TressuRy (Bee* FINANCOE™)
COLONTAL SPIRITE DUTY BILL:—
Motion made for leave to introduce, and leave Eranbed 242 presented and
read 1%, 242; Standing Ovders suspended in reference to, 232; rend 29
Committed, mpn‘rtcﬂ and report adopted, 252 read 3%, passed, and sant
to Legislative Council, 253 ; retarped by Council withont Amendment, 250
Asgsont reportad, 302,

COLONY :—
Prespst STATE OF 1— |
Select Committes appointed to mqlure intey 41 Members of Legislative
Council requested to attend as Witnesses, 65, Message from Couneil in|
reply, 91; Mcmb&ﬁ a.d.ﬂerl to Committes, 1.:4 402 ; Progress E:.purt,
hrmlght:up 468 CebsETTasasaEssesassEsEeaseErinw .
Miverar RESOURCES 0F i—

Hesolution moved in veference to the development of, and by leave 'wit.hdra'rvn.l

COMMISSION {Bee ¥ DEPUTY,” * HARBOURS"; also, “SPEAKER")

FAFERS.

FPAGE.

253

263

709
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COMMISSIONER :—
Foa Brases —
Motion made for Correapondence in reference to the dismiszsal of, 106 laid on!
B O B |
COMMITTEE ;-
SELECT :—
Beaszional Order in reference to Chairman'’s Vote in, 11,

D, do. Baolloting for, 11,
COMMITTEES - —
Or THE WHOLE :—
Election of T. Garrett, Eeq., as Chairman of, 11, {
COMMON :— |
Prer Tows :—
Pehl‘,mn from Commoners in reference to, 324 ; ordered to be printed, 354 | g
do. (No. 2), 442} ordered to be printed, 452 . 3|
GGMPA‘HI&E BILL :— )
BReccived from Lagmht[va Couneil and rend 1°, 393; Order of the Day for|
second reading and Bill discharged, 423, {
CONDITIONAL (Sec “CROWN LANDE™)
CONFIDENCE :—
ProroseEn VOTE 0F WANT oF :—
Amendment moved on Motion for going inte Committes of Ways and Means,
173; Debate adjourned, 174, 180, 1587, 104, 203; Debate concluded mﬂ
Amendment negatived, 210,
CONBOLIDATED REVENUR FUND BILL :— |

Message No. 4, from Governor in veference to, 225 ; Btanding Orders qunpe“dq_-,ﬂi |

mnfl:rcncctn 284 .. venasnea] 2!

‘Motion made for Jeave to introduce BLI] ‘and Teave g‘ran.ted 235 - prl_,s,cutgﬂ

and read 17, 235 ; Committed, repovted, and Report adl:-]:lt-:rl 235 ; read

3%, passed and sent to Legislative ﬂu:runml. 242 retorned by (..n‘u ncil

without Amendment, 251 ; Assent reported 279, |
CONTINGENT NOTICES :—

Moved on motion for Committee of Supply, 146, 243, 865, 414,

Moved on Hesolution relative to Roads, 163,

Moved on motion for Committee of Waye and Means, 173, 465,

CONTRACQT (See “ POSTAL."™)
CORONER :—
Crry:—
Motion made for depositions taken before, at Inguest on Bridget Bourke, 58;
laid on table, 114 . 1
Beleot Committes appmntcd to anqu:ra ‘into the conduct “of, fm‘: "Members
added, 252 i
Return to Address referred, 202 Pefition presented from J. 8. Parker, prayin
to ba heard by Counsel hefare Committes, 8333 ; referred to Cﬂmm:t.h:e 310,
CORPORATION :—
BYnNEY :—

Motion made for Return of debts of, 162,

Heport from, on & q?dnag Sewerage and Water supply, 386 ...... . i iiesvna.| B
COULTOXN L. (Bee « GRIEYVANCER.") |
COUNCIL LEGIRLATIVE :— . |

Members of, raquested to attend as Witnessea before Select Committec, 68,

187. Reply, 51, 208,
COUNSEL :—
Petition from J. 8. Parker, praying to be heard by, before Seleet Committes,
283 : refarred to Committes, 310,
Petition from J. Milson, Esq., praying to-be heard by, before Seleot Committes,
391 ; referred o Commitbec, 391,
COURTS (Sea * DISTRICT™ also * SUFREME.")
COWFER CHARLES, ES(. (Bee alse “ COLONIAL BECRETARY'S.")

Ministerial Statement mads by, 225, 250, 268, 274 270,

COWRA (See “ BRIDGE.")

CREDIT, VOTE OF (e * CONSOLIDATED.™)

CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL:—
Motion made for leave to introduce, and by Ieave withdrawn, 481,

CRONAN W. (Bee “ GRIEVANCES")

CROOE ME. (See “ SUPERANNUATION"")

CROWN (SBee * OLATMS,")

CROWN LANDS (See also * COULTON.)
Additional Regulations under Alienation Act, Taid on Table, 16.. R l

Ditto Cecupation Aet, 280 .
Abstracts of, dedicated to Religious and Fublic p‘u:[:tlus, “faid on Tabia lh
o0, 428, 455 (2) ... P

Proclamation declaring Becond Olass Settled Dl.atrmtn, Taid on Tah]e, i ens

Ahbstracta of Bites for Cities, Towns, and Villages, Inid on Table, £9, 252 _ |

Land Revenue and FPublic Works Expenditure, Clarence District {Ff.ﬁl’f.illef

Return to Order lagt Sezeion), laid on Table, 1358, 145 .. .... e eas
Warnssrs Row:—
Return to Ovder (last Seezion) laid on Table, 635, e eremerasrerr s v
REsERVES 1IN cERTAIN DisTRicrs:—
Motion made for Return shewing extent nf in the Districts of Marrumbidges,
Lachlan, or Lower Darling, 267.
S0LD AND OFFERED FOR BALE IN 1864-5:—
Motion made for Beturn shewing mumber of acres, 267,
BTATIETICS ULARENCE ELECTORATE :—
Motion made for Heturn of Revenue from Land Sales, 267,
Diitto ditto Aszzegaments, 267,

2 %0 e o
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C
CROWN LANDS (continued) — -
Pre-evrrive Risar ar Toratiis —
Motion made for Correspondence in reference to, betwesn the Government and
Mra. Main and Messrs, Kirk and Goldshorongh, 274, "
RESERVED FRoW CONDITIONAL PURCHASE, ¥ THE Boaay — .
Petition presented, praying the cancellation of, 29%; ordered to be printed,
3165 referred to Seleet Committes, 455 .. . 0 vres s enssssnsseesveans.] 3 41
HResERvaTIONs Folt Roaps:—
Resolutions moved in reference to, and Debate sdjourned, 163 ; resumed and
coencluded, 2094,
Hesgnves vNpER AvltERaTION AT i—
Select Committes appointed (by Ballot) to enquire into. 317 ; Member of, dis- .
charged, 532; Momber a&vdod, 332 ; Petitions veferred, 864, 448, 455;
Frogress Report brought up, 477 eevuiisissesnnnneonssorsnssvnsnen] 8 7
CoNpITIonar, PURCHASES :—
Motion made for Retorn of Number of, which have reverted to the Crown, 341.
Motion made for number of, doving January and February 1865 and 1566, 595,
laid on Table, 455 B R B : | &7
RESERVED 18 THE DM2TRICT oF WELLINGTON t—
Fetition presanted, praying the cancellation of, 853 ordered to be printed,
364 ; reforred to Relect Committee, 36 ..o 0 0 nieeees cevsesennas.| 8 43
Beserven 18 1en Disrimior or Molose — .
Petition presented, praying the revacation of, 391 ; ordered to be printed, 398,
referred to Select Committes, 448 ..., .. i ivureeriran e vsrenrnrsnes] 8 45
Turcomess Roy — ,
Minutes from Orown Lands Department in reference to application to pur-
chase, from representatives of the late Thod. Parnell, lnid on Table, 598..| 3 39
HRe-seLection oF FoererTED SELECTIONS :—
Motion made for Opinions of Crown Law Officers upon, 423; Iaid on Table, 472 3 64
Resolutions moved in veference to, 142,
Ne1THE: ALIENATED K08 LEASED f
Motion mads for Return shoewing Number of Acres, 456,
Luws, fe0., BELD BY MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT '—
Motion made for Return of number and extent of, 462,
Cramz or TeNawts oF THE CRows :—
Resolution moved in reference to the case W. Cummings, and negatived, 475
Hewp vsneR Pastorat QoorpraTioy —
Return to Order (last Seaston) in reference to, 478, ... oiovisnnns ieennnnsns 3 205
CRCWN LAND DEDICATION AMENDING BILL :—
Motion mads for leave to introduce, and leave granted, 85 prezented and read
1%, B5; Motion made for sscond reading, and debate sdjourned, 114+ Order
of the Dn;r and Bill discharged, 304,
CRUMMER MBE. (Sez » SUPERAN? UATION.™)
CUMMINGS WILLIAM, (Sec « CROWN LANDS.™y
CUNNEEN, J. A, E3() :—
Bpeaker Reports Tssue of Writ of Election in the room of, 1 ; Bworn as
Member for the Hawkesbury, 2,
CUSTOMS (Bes also “ TARIFF.™)
AD YVaworEx DoTies —
Resolation from Committes of Ways and Means in reforence to, and Package
Duty reported, 235, agreed to, 235,
Motion made for Opinions of Crows Law Officers in reference to the collection
of Ad valorem Daties, 325 ; laid on Tables, 332 . I | 265
River MoRRAY =— :
Motion made for Return of Amount of Money received at each Station since
establishment of, 456, .
CUSTOMS ADDITIONAL DUTIES BILL (Bee “ADDITIONAL.™)
D
DALGLEISH (8ec * OLERK.")
DANGAR, T. G. G, B30, :—
Bpeaker Reports Issue of Writ of Election in the room of 1: also return|
of sume, 2; sworn as Member for the dwydir, 4T7.
DARLINGHURST (See » GAOL.")
DARVALL, J. B, ESQ. .—
Speaker reports issus of Writ of Election in the room of, 1.
DAYS (See * BEZSIONAL ORDERS.™)
DEBATE (See:* ADJOURNMENTS.")
DEBENTURES (See » FINANCE.")
DEBT :—
QUEENSLAND 1= :
Farther eorrespondence respecting, laid on Table, 59, 201 .. .. .. e 861, 563
DEBT PUBLIC COMMISSIONERS BILL (See » PUBLIC.™)
DEBT (Zee “ CORPORATION.')
DEBTS SMALL RECOVERY AMENDMENT BILL, (See * SMALL.")
DE COURCY (See * RAILWAY.")
DEEDS [See « ROADS.")
DEFENCE (—
Mitrrany - —
Despateh respecting, 1aid on Table,  ou vy cvnsvsueinaionnnvnsnnsrnseenns] 1 851
ConoNisr NAVAL ;:—
Despateh transmitting Act, laid on Table, 3 .. 000y veeseessersrsnnnrsonnnndl 1 B35
DENILIQUIN ({Bee = POSTAL.™)

DENOMINATIONAL (See * EDUCATION.™)
DEPUTY (See « SPEAKER.")
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DESPATCHES \—

I% REFERENCE TOI— . [
Colouial Naval Defence Act, ]u]ﬂﬂnl‘uble.ﬂ P 33
Military Defenees, ditte, 9 .. - | 251
Riverine District, ditto, 393 ., e I | 863
Mail Contract with I, & Q. ﬂumpany,d:ftn ‘g3 R - 167
Paris Universal Exhibition, ditto, 202, P - GG
Hozpitals pnd Lunatic Asyloms, ditto, 292 e - 237
Volunteer Corps, ditto, 282 | T YT ITITI I I BAS
{-:uns'md._-\;mmumt.wu ditto, e ) I | 953
Sydney Mint, ditbo, 435 .. or it i i s irrr s as rraa s s ar r e ] B a949

DESTITUTE i— : i

CHILDEEN'S ASYLUM 1— [
List of Office Besrers and Directors for 1566, laid on Table, 336 ........ ... 2 239

Axp TRFIHM (— |
Report of Board of Management of Asylum for, laid on Tablo, 420, esel 20 . 241

DESTITUTLION (See* AGRICULTURISTS, "}
DIRECTORS {See « DESTITUTE.") |
DISEASE (8¢ also » CATTLE™) i
Iw Frur TrERs :— . |
Bdlect Committee appointed to inguire into, 27 ; leave granted to Shorthand
Writer to pmceerl with Committes on visits of ingpection, 225; Members,
added to Committes, 203 [
DISCIPLINE (See » PRISON.)
DISTILLATION, REMOVAL OF RESTRICTION UPON, BILL (See
“REMOVAL.™) |
DISTRICT COURTS ACT AMENDMENT BILL:.— |
Received from Legislative Council, and read 1%, 128; read 29 Committed,|
reported, and Report adopted, 147; vead 3%, passed, and returned to
tounecil withont Amendment, 157 ; Assent reported, 218,
DIVISIONS —
15 THE Housg:—
Eleetion of Bpeaker, 33,
Clerical precedence, 51,
Administration of Justies {My. Lowden, J.P.), 51,
Bridge at Cowra, 77.
Salaries of Future Governors, 103 (2).
Mail Scrviee, Deniliquin, 106,
Municipalities Law Ameondment Bill, 123 (2), 304,
Fitt-strect Tramway, 139, 475,
Glold Escort, 140 (2], H
Adjournment of the House, 146, 147, 202, 251 (2), 250, 274, 359 [2), 400, 408,
Do.  of Dehate, 163, 164 (2), 150, 202, 203, 335, 298, 300 (2), 400 (2],
407, 475,
MNew I'rials Limitation Bill, 155,
Amended Bills of Sale Bill, 155, 165,
Prisuners Levey snd Shoveller, 163,
Claims against Government Bill, 163,
Funds for National Education, 173.
Ditte  Denominational Education, 180, 357,
Amendment on Ways and Means, $10 (2), 465 (3).
Exchange of Laod, “Seots Clurch, Sydney, Legalizing Bill, 214,
Additionsl Customs Duties Bill, 253 (2).
Vacancy of Seat, 265, 266,
Reservations for Reads, 204 (20
Coal Fields Begulation Bill, 510, 357
Navigution of River Murraombidgee, 317 (2).
Railway Surver, 325,
Superannuations under Aet, 333, 475,
State Aid to Religion, 333 (2).
Road to Burragorang, 554
Export Duty on Gold, 335 (2).
Licenses to cut 'l‘Lm'I:uar 556,
Mr. N. L. Kentish. 356,
Removal of Testrietions upon Distillation Bill, 374
Railway Extenginn, 374,
Dog Bill, 374, 352 (2).
Mail Service vid Panama, 351, 478,
Nowspaper Postage Act, 4046
Postmasgter Geneval, $07,
Verdiets Amendment Bill, 429,
Conditional Porchases of Land, 442,
Mrs. Caroline Chisholm, 448,
Municipalities Act Amendment Bill, 445
Resolutions of Sapply, 447.
Buspension of Standing Orders, 462,
Public Debt Commissioners Bill, 462, 463,
Claims of Tenants of the Crown, 473,
Aid to Family of the late Dr, Woolley, 474.
Is Cowsrrree oF THE WHoOLE House —
Mrs. Callaghan {Petition), 487,
Bridge over the Lachlan, at Cowra, 458
Amended Secret Bills of Sale Provention Bill, 489.
Bmall Debta Recovery Amendment Bill 430, 516 (4).
Consolidated BEevenue Fund Bill, 502 |
Additional Castoms Duties Bill, 503 {9). |
Game Protection Bill, 507 (2), 500 (4), 540 i
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DIVISIONS (continted) :—

Ix CoMuMITTEE oF TeE WooLE Hovsk (sontinued ) :—
Brands Registration Bill, 502 (3}
Municipalitics Law Amendment Bill, 510,
Eemoval of (Ybgtractions in Rivers Manning and Macleay, 511,
Road down Meountaing to Burragorang, 524,
Dag Bill, 524 {6).

Appropriation Bill, 542,

Public Works Loan Bill, 545.

The late Dr. John Woolley, 546,

Mre. Carnline Chisholn, 547,

Australian General Aasuranes Company's Incorporation Bill, 547 (2).

Municipalities Act Amendment l.';ilE 549,
SUFFLY-- EaTIMATES FOR 1566 1—

Supplement b Schedule B, 513,

Fegiclative Counedl, 513 7G)

Fegislotive Assembly, 515 (8], 1% (2).

Chief Secretary, 520,

Volunteers, 520 (6).

FPolice, 522 (2)

Registrar (eneral, 528 ().

Grants in aid of Public Tnstitutions, 533,

Immigration (to be raised by Loan), 524,

Treasury, G287,

Stamp Dutics, 527,

Oplonial Distillerice and Refineries, 528,

Sydney Dranch of the Rayal Mint, 525,

Stores and Stationery, SEB.

Misceilanerus Services { Queen's FPlate), 520

Department of Lands, 520,

Survey of Lands, 529,

Ceeupation of Lands, 530 (2)

Department of Public Works, 530,

Harbours and River Novigation, 831 (5.)

Colonial Arckitect, 538 (2).

Roads and Bridges— Buperintendence, 534, i

Public Works (s be raized by Logn), 584 (6).
T Officers of the Crown, 536 (2).
Rezolutions of Supply— Recommitied, 538, 559 (8).
BUPPLEMENTARY ]IE-T‘I:ULTIS PoE 1563, AND PREVIOUS YEARS =
Fael— Sydney, 537,
Miseellaneous, 557,
FuRTHER ADDITIONAL ESTINATE POR 1866 :—
Charitable Allowanees, 541,
Wavs a¥D MEANS :—
Finoncial Statement { Mr. Samuel), 489,
Custome Duties, Resolution 1, 431,
0.

de. 4, 492
Da. do. 7,493 (2). ;
Lo, do. g, 493 {
Do, do. 10, 454
Dha. do. 11, 494
I, do. 12, 495
Tha, do. 13,485 (2)

Do do. 14, 49C (3).
Ad Falorem Duties, 49% (&),
DIXHON ME. H. (Ses “GRIEVANCES.")
DOCK :—
Firz Roy Day:—
Report from Engineer-in-Chisf upon, laid on Table, 188 .. ocvsvesinnnerrss
WATERVIEW Daxi— i

Motion made for Depositions taken, in refercnce to the Boiler Explosion at,|

203 laid on Ta N . 1 R T TR L T T T TR
DOG BILL (See also ¥ GOAT.") :—

Received from Legislative Council, and read 19, 369 read 2%, Committed,
reported with Amendments, and an Amended Title, Report adopted, 3755
read 3°, passed, and returned to Council with Amendments, 352 ; Message
from Council agreeing to Amendments, 595 ; Asgent reported, 453

DOGS =

Thx O =

DPetition presented, praying inerease of, 2425 ordered to be printed, 250 .. .. ..

DRAINAGE {See “GAOL.™)
DUEBBO (Ses » ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.")
DUTIES (SBee * CUSTOMS'; alse * STAMP"; also » TARIFF.”)
DUTIES. ADDITIONAL CUSTOMS, BILL (Zee = ADDIT IONAL'™)
DUTY (See *GOLD.™)
DUTY, COLONIAL SPIRITE, BILL (See #GOLORIAL"™)

E

EAGAR G. ESQ.:—
Speaker reports return of Writ, certifying return of, as Member, 1, o401
cworn a8 Member, 2, 291; acceptance of office by, 225, seat deelared

vacant, 286,

ECOLESIABTICAL (See * CLERICAL.)
332—B
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E
EDUCATION :—
Fowns vog:—
Motion made for Return of the Appropriation of, 106 ; laid on Table, 266 ...,
Narosar :—

Further Correspondence in reference to additional aid, Inid on Table, 15¢ ...,
Motion made for Committes of the Whaole to consider Address for Additional
Pecuniary Aid, 172; Order of the Day for Committee discharged, 395,
Petition presented, in reference to Mr. {t H. M'Caun, late National School

Inapector, 837 ; ordered to be printed, 420 .0 .. vuvus ce s vesnsrossnnnns
DENOMINATIONAT, 1—
Motion made for Committes of the Whole to consider Address for Additional
Pecuniary Aid, 179; Order of the Day for Committes postponed, 347 ;
Order of the Day discharged, 374; Amendment moved, on motion for
C-:rm%{ttaa of Waye and Means, in reference to the distribuation of Funds
for, 463,
ELECTIONS :—
AFD QUALIFIOATIONS COMMITTEE \— I
Speaker's Warrant appointing, Iaid on Table, 2, 235 ; Maturity of, reported!
25, 316 ; Membera aworn, 25,324,
ELECTORAL ACT OF 1858, PROPOSED AMENDMENTS IN:—
Motion made for Select Committes to consider the expediency of, and Debate
adjourned, 226 ; Debate resumed, and Committes appointed, 374; Progres i
R'E}E-‘“t Brought up, 477 Lo i e e e rhen e ar e e
ELECTORATE (See “TAHS")
ELECTRIC :—
TELEGRAPES (—
Eeport wpon, for 1863-4, laid on Table, 138 ... s vevsinrsinrennnnnssas
Report upon the working of, aod Railways, laid on Table, 172 .0 e vrvr v vnns
EZCORT (Ses * GOLD.') :
ESTATES, LEASES AND SALES OF SETTLED, FACILITATION BILL
(Bee “ LEASES.") .
ESTIMATES .—

Or EXPENDITORE :—
Message No. 1, transmitting, 84 ...t isunesnnanssssarasnsnsrnnnns
Estimates for 1366, 84 R
Supplemontary Estimate for 1965, 85 .. 0. ovnonsos s ceesis e
OF Ways and Means, 196 L. 1. et iiieineesononnnsnananascrarnssnesrsse
Message No. 12, withdrawing Eatimates of Expenditurs, 352,

Message, No. 13, transmitling now Estimates, 532 ...
Eatimates for 1566 (Mr, Eugn.&rr}x i S
Bupplementary do. for 1865 (Mr. Eagar), 332 .. ....... .
Of Ways and Means (Mr. Eagar), 331 ... veisvrvnenaennannnon s snsssnas
Additional Estimate for 1866 (Message No. 14), 405 .. cvuvvnvn e usn vn naes
Further Suprflamentary Estimate for 1865 and previous years, &e., Message
Nﬂ‘. ]51 'Es-in-rrri TE EE EE Aa EdEe Ed T EE RN LA AE RE B ET SN BEEE NS SR EE RS oaw
Further Supplementary Estimate for 1865 and previous years, 443 .. ........
Further additions] Estimate for LBEB, 495 .. o0re s er s vesres crnsonrnnsen o
EYIDENCE :—
i @ OF former Session referred to Select Committea, 172, 233,
EXOHANGE OF LAND S00T8 CHURCH SYDNEY LEGALIZING BILL —
Petition presented, praying leave to bring in, 55; Motion made for leave tol
introduce, and leave granted, 68; proposal to dispense with 85th Standing
" Order, referred to Standing Orders Committes, 76 ; Report brought up,
172; Report adopted, 179; Bill presented, and read 19, 201; referred to Selact
Commities, 219; Petition presented in opposition to, 233 ; ordered 1o
be printed, 242; Evidence of former Session referred to Committes, 233 ;
Members added to Commities, 308; Heport brought up, 316; Motion
made for second reading of Bill, and ﬂz%nta adjourned, 422; Order of
the Day and Bill discharged, 30, . ..o ci s vee v ssn s onsesrnnananan
EXHIBITION :—

Paprs UMIVERSAL :—

Letter from Lords of Committee of Council on Education, on the subject of]
representation of British Colonies at, 202 .. . ey s virncs sosnssvnnsneas
EXPLOSION :—

BEEEE TR RE PR RN AR EE W s s S

Bomen :—
Motion made for Depositions taken at Inquest upon the sufferers by, 293;
L R

oF NiTRo-(LYOERINE IN Bumu—sﬂmw =
Eeport of Board of Inquiry into canses of, Iaid om table, 406, vvusvsvr v nnes
EXPORT (8es » GOLIL")

F

FARMERS (Ses * AGRICULTURISTA.")
FAUCETT F., ESQ.:—
Beat of, declared vacant, 2,
FERGUSON MR, (See © SUPERANNUATION.™
FINANCE (Bee * ESTIMATES"  BUPPLY"; also, * WAYS and MEANS") :—
Abstracts of the Public Accounts for 1864, Iaid on Table, 9 .. cevennnens
izplanatory Abstracts for TBBS-6 .. ... i it it e e e inn e srennnnnonns
Report of Board of Audit on Treasury Aecounts, laid on Tahle, 10, 279, 202,
Motion made for Return shewing Treasury Balances in Banks on 28rd October,
1865, 10; laid on Table, S0, o0 oo iy vn e e arns crononssessnnsssssanan
Motion made for Return shewing amount of Debentures and Treasury Bills

FAFEER.
Tl FAGE.
2 271
3 265
3 387
1 733
2 201
2 15
2 869
3 a7S
2 951
2 963
2 871
2 1029
2 1111
2 1123
2 1145
2 1147
i 1149
2 1153
3| 518 616
1 689
1 879
2 585
2 619
2 1159
2 | 4G, 755, TES
2 778
2 779

fssuned, 10; Isid oo Table, 97 o0 iuvsuevnnniinnanssionnnssssnnnnsnnsnns
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FINANCE (continued) -—
Motion made for Return shewing Government Weekly Balances in Baok of
ge;vlcSnuth Wales, 16; laid on Table (in part), 50; Final Return laid on
a BB.ssannnrnneserns
Motion made for Treasury Hluu'h., dﬂ.teﬂ 2 FLl:rrua.ry, ISEE F‘lnnnmn.l cugage—
ments during 1865, 16 ; laid on Table, 138 | asann
Motion made for Return ahcwmg Agreement with Oriental Bank r\eapa:tlng
Government Banking business in London, 3% ; laid on Table, 122 ., ...,
Motion made for correapondence respecting ﬂ:.spoa:nl of Government Deben-
tures in London, 151 ; laid on Table, 138.........
Motion made for cnrmuponﬂ.mcc respecting pa.]rment of Debentures fa]]l.ng
due 1 Jenuary, 1866, 325 ; laid on Table, 341, .0 0000 ve vnas
FI%ESC.A.HELFBH USE OF, PREVENTION BILL (Bee CARELESS. "’_}
FIL —
Buea :— . " ,
Petition presented praying for mensures to ent, in the Pastoral Distr uta-,
156 Torten (o b3 priated 168 o preT
FITZROY {Bu: = DOCE.")
FLIDE MRE. (See “ GRIEVANCES.")
FORMAL MOTIONS, &o, (See “ SESSIONAL ORDERS.)
FREE BELECTORS (Bee = CROWN LANDE.")
FRUIT TREES (Ses * DISEABE.")
FRUITS (See » TARIFF."
FUNDS (Seo* EDUCATION.")

Bk sm s R SRR EE SRR RN EE EEEE A mE Ry R B

G

GAME PROTECTION BILL:—

Meotion made for leave to introdoes, and leave granted, 51; presented and
read 1%, 122; read £% committed and progross repnrtl;ﬂ 295; reported
with Amendments, and Heport adopted, 303; read 3°, passed, and sent to
Legizlative Council, 310; retarn 'hy Couneil with Amendments, 430;
GAOL Council's Amendments agreed to, 479 ; Assent reported, 463,

Al —
GEoRGE PERRY, LATE WARDER 0F Yaes:—
Petition presented from, cnmpluiulug; of his dismissal from office, 45; ordered)
to be prioted, 89 .. .. ....... wem nm s ma A mn s s an s as e annn |
MicHisRL HICERY, LATE WARDER oF Y.:.ss
Petition presented from, cnmplnmmg: of his dismissal from office, 58 ; ordered
to be printed, 62 ...
Brammwoon 3
Motion mxﬁa for cnrreu]iorlﬂenea in refersnce to cacape of ‘Thmnaa Gla.rka
from, 97 ; laid on Table, 213
Petition pcruseutﬂd from Ghu.rlcs ]Locrﬂan,, l.a.ta Wnrﬂ.ar nf,, 293 : m—da.raﬁ. to bu
printed, 203..
Petition from Da.ﬂ-i Glaesnn Iata '.'rarﬂ,e,r at, cumpl.a.mmg uthL!- dmmmaal
from office, 145 ; ordered to be printed, 162,.,, ..
GOVERROR AND WAEDERS OF Ya88:—
Motion made for Depositions taken in referénce to a charge against Mr,
Fitzgerald, 293,
BTATIATICS —
Motion made for Beturns relative to, 397.
Dnarkage oF DARLINGHUERT i—

Correapondence in reference to, laid on Table, 406
GAOLS —

Cmr%pﬁnﬂ;gnc rLapcctmp: raguiatmm for remission of sentences, laid cn

ahle .
GARRETT, THOMAE FbQ —
Elected Chairman of Committses ol‘ the Whole Housze, 11; Commizsion to
administer oath to Members, 25
GEODETIC :— -
BURvEY i—
Eeport from Astronomer, rccou:umcndmg complation of, 145 |
GLEESON, DAVID (See “* GAOL.")
GOAT me: “DOG BILL™)
GOLD (Ses also * GRIEVARCOER.™)
Ezcont COARSE;—
Resolution moved in referencs to, and negatived, 140
Mixggs arT Jzummuuanr-—-—
Paotition presented from, in reference to the unsettled atate of the boundary

lines, 303; ordered to be pnntud 810 tranamitted by Add.rau to the
Governor, 356

Exrorr Dory—
Reaolutions moved in reference to, and negatived, 356.
Frevpa:—
Amended and further Return to Order (last Sesion} in rei‘erﬂ:m to Statistics
of, laid on Table, 22 .. ..., .cov e
Additional Regulationa under Act of I_E!vﬂ.] laid on Ta'l_ale, 280 .
GOLD FIELDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL :—
: Motion made for Jenve to introduce, and leave granted, 414; presented and
read 1%, 414; read 2°, Committed, reported with Amunﬂmmts-. and,|
Report ud-;}'p'l-vu! 420 read 3° » pasaed, and. sent to Legislative Council, 428 ;
Retarned by Council without Amendment, 473 ; Assent reported, 483,
ﬂDGDIh WILLIAM (See * GRIEVANCES,")
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VOTE: AND PEOCEEDINGS (REFERENCES TO}—¥OL. I. FAFERS,
FOL. PAGE.
G
GOODS, ADVANCES TO AGENTS INTRUSTED WITH, EILL (Sec
w ADVANCES")
GOLDSBOROUGH (Sce * CROWN LANDS.™) i
GOVERNMENT (Bee also “ FINANCGE.")
AsyLuvas i —
Beport of Board of Management, laid on Table, 420 .. ovvsrsecssssrss| 2 241
Busiwess (—
Precadence of, (Sessional Order), 10, 443,
OFFICERS t—
Motion made for Iteturn shewing names and salaries of, 234; Iaid on
Table, 202 ..., T rawsnns] 1 709
GOVERNMENT, CLAIMS M}iI\TST TBILL { s CLATMS.") |
GOVERNOR :—
Proclamation of, anmmening Parlisment, read by Clerk, 1.
Message from, summoning Assembly to Legislative Couneil, 2.
Opening Bpesch of, read by Mr. Speaker, 5; Belect Committes appointed fof
propare Address in reply, 4; Address hlmlght up and read by Clerk, 4;
Adopted, 5; presented and If.t:p]v reparted, 9
BALARIES OF FUTURE: —
Besolution moved in reference to, and House counted out, 45: Resolution
again moved, 105, |
GRAHAM, ME. E. D.:—
Correspondence respecting a.ppmntment of, as Justice of the Pance, laid on|
B T | &01
GRAVES, SERGEANT :—
Beturn to Address f.','as.! Sezzion) in reference to, laid on Table, 218,
GHRANTE (8ee " CROWN LANDS.)
GREENHILL, MRE. 5. (Sea » BUPERANNUATION.™)
GRIEVANCES :—
Hyau PEILLIFS—
Petition presented from, in reference to the cultivation of tobacco, &e., at
Orange, 16; ordered to be printed, 22 .. covvivince viiivnnnaninssnscass| B 345
Mg, N. L. KesTn:
Petition presented feom, relative to his dismissal from office, 16; ordered to he
printed, 23 ; Motion made for examination of at the Bar of House, and
B T e I | 761
GeoneE Wapk:—
Petition presented from, complaining of his dismissal from office, 22; ordered
to be printed, BT .. us o i iiiissrirss st e nn s nnn e snns] O it iy
Me. Hran B‘:xstm —
Motion made for Committes of the Whole to consider Address in reference to,
44; House in Commitéee, and Resolution reported, 52; Regolution
received and agreed to, 6,
GEORGE PERRY :—
Petition presented from, complaining of his dismiseal from nﬂi.(‘.r., 45 ; ordered |
to be printed, 80 ... .ueiscesee i R 5 349
Micasen Hicrey :—
Petition presented from, cnmplammg of his dismissal from nﬂice. 58 ordered
to be printed, 69 ... N B 35l
Me. Avsrin Forrest Wilsnies (— '
Motion made for adoption of Report from Select Eomm:ttee (fzst Seesion) GO,
Mus. CALLAGHAN 1—
Motion made for a Committee of the Whole to consider Report of Select
Committes of last SBession, in reference to, T6; House in Committes,—
ne Report from Committes, 98,
Mr. Winiray Hawsow —
Petition presented from, praying to be heard at the Bar of the House, 131;
ordered to be printed, 129 ... cvi s inriiiriissarsrnsrinsnnass e renn| O d53
DaviD GLEESON :—
Fetition presented from, complaining of his dismissal from office, 145; ordered
tobe printed, 182 .o o e e v s sssnnrsnsmassasnnsssnanisnnsnnssnsnns] B 358
Tiworuy Dospas Rusg :—
Petition presented from Citizens of Sydney, in reference to claim of, against
the Government, 194 ; ordered to be printed, 219 .. .. oo cuvivv s vnnnsnsa| & a57
SeREEANT GRaves —
Retorn 40 Address (losf Seesion) in reference to, laid on Table, 218,
Witntam Goonaw : —
Seluet Committes ap]:-umtcﬂ to mqum: into Petition of, 106; Report brought |
up, 250.. eeeres ee - 335
James Invixe:— |
Petition presented from, in reference  to Brl.ﬂge erected at Toogomg, 250; l
ordered to be printed, 267 .. .eceevisiarnsrirrsrrrrrrnrsrsrnresannss| B &5
Cuarres Rionpaw :—
Patition pressnted from, cnmp!am:ug of his dismissal from office, 253 ; ordered
to be printed, 508 . A IR 353
Bacaarn CovLToN :—
Petition presented from, in reference to conditional PEI.'I'C]JI.HL of land, 292;
mﬂemﬂtubﬂprmb&d BOB s vrsenronononanvans onossnancssnnnansnss 3 a61
Mrs. HALOROW (==
Motion made for copy of Petition of, to Government, in reference to injury done
by Floods to her land, 3064 ; laid on Table, 406 .. 0 vr o v cannnnrnnes 3 11
Witntan Crowaw i —
Petition Pt\e!entzd from, complaining of the loas of gold by reason of the
Gold Commissioners declining to take charge of, 386; ordered to be 5 -
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GLRIEVAKOES (eontinued) i—
Me. B, H. M*Cany —
Petition presented from the inhabitants of Bathurst, in reference to the
destitietion of the widow aud children of, 357 ordered to be printed, 420,
Mns, Braza LOCKYER :—
Patition presented from, praying relief, 428 ; ordered to be printed, 442 .. ...
Mus. CHarLorTE ROTTER
Petition presented from, praying relief, 462; ordeved to he printed, 472 ......
Me. Surverok FLine:—
Motion made for Correspondence in veference to the dismissal of, from ﬂlﬂ-
Fublie Service, 381,
GUNDAGAL (8ee “ BRIDGE"; alse “ NAVIGATION.")
GUNPOWDER LAW CONSOLIDATION HILL:—
Motion made for leave to introdnce, and leave granted, 92; presented and read)|
a 17, 92 ; Ovder of the Day for second reading and Bill discharmml, M.
UNS :—
AND AMMONITION i— '
Duspateh respecting, laid on Table, 441 ... i iiinisesianinisssnsnns
GWYDIR, THE:—
ﬁp-_.akcr reports issue of Writ of }"lectmn for, 1; Retorn of ditto, 2; Vu.'lldﬂf'
of, declared by Proclamation, 2; Member sworn for, 477,

H

HALCROW, MES. (See “ GRIEVANCES.")
HANSON, ME. W, (8ze “GRIEVANCES")
HARBOUR:—
Port JACKEON :—
Commission, and Propress Report from Commissioners, in reference to con-
dition of, laid on Table, 392 ... viivissssnsnssrnsnnsnsrannnssnssss

WOLLONGOR G i—
Petition from Inhabitants of, complaining of alleged dclays in c-a.rrymg ont
certain improvements, 92 ; ordered to be printed, 122 , renssaasines

HARRIS (See »RBAILWAY.™)
HARRISON, O, E,.:—
Soe-IxsrEcToR 0F POLIOR :—

Motion made for Depositions taken at Neweastle, in reference to, 139 ; laid on

Table, 2423 ... daraErrasassmemsssEEsassssRER Ty AR En e

HAWEESBURY (See also “ BRIDGE. j

Speaker reports Issue and return of Wit for, 1; Member for, sworn, 2.
HAY, JOHN, ESQ. (See also " SPEAEKER.")

Dhscharged from attendanes on Committee, 333,
HICKEY, MICHAEL (See * GRI EVANCES™)
HOLT (See " CLERK.")
HOPS (See * TARLIFT.")
HOSPITALS :—

Awn LuvaTio Asyrums:—

Despateh respecting, laid on Ta.h!&. o T L T T

HUNT, ME. (Sce “SUPERANNUATION.")

I

IMMIGRATION :(—
Report from Jlge:ui.far 1564, laid on Table, 105 ., v cisssnnnssssnnnssnnnns
CHINESE (—
Petition presented from Clergymen and others in reference to tax om, 462
ordered to be printed, 472.. sessaEaE e
Petition preserted from Chinese ‘residents in the Gu:r'luny. in reference to
tax on, 462 ; ordered to be printed, 473 .
INDUSTRIALAND EEFORMATORY SCHOOLS BILL fS-o.e“RFF{J RMATORY. “,'|
INQUEST (See “ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.™)
IRON (Bes * RAILWAY.")
IRVINE, J. (822 “GRIEVANCES.")
I8AACSE, R M., ESQ. :—

Bpeaker reports return of Writ of Election of, 67; sworn s Member for Yass)

Plains, 67; acceptance of office by, 285; seat declared vacant, 286;
Writ returned, and sworn as Member for Yass Plains, 201.
ISSUE OF PROCESS BILL :—
Received from Tegislative Couneil and rend 1°, 393; read 2%, Committed,
reported, and Report sdopted, 422; read 3% pu.usr.d aud returned to
Council without Amendment, 4238 ; Msunt repnrteu’l. 433,

JEMBAIOUMBENE (See * GOLD.")
JOSEPHEON, J. F., ESQ.:—

Proposed as SEpenker, 33,
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E.ENTISH ME. N. L. (See "GRIEVANCES.")
EIAMA

ﬂeat for, vacated, 286 ; Member for, sworn, 201,
KINGEMILL, J. (Sea* EUPERANNUATIC'N."]
EIRK (Seo CROWN LANDS™)

L

LACHLAW (8ee also * BRIDGE.") :—
Beat for, vacated, 285; Member sworn, 291,
LAND (Bee " ORDNANCE;" also * CROWN LANDS™) :—
Motion made for correspondence, &c., between the Government and Mrs.
Oakes, relative to land taken for public roads, 826,
ResERvE, LAVESDER Bay (Hee " LAVENDER BAY.”):—
LANDS (See plso “ CROWN LANDS."):—
CavecH a¥p ScHOOL —
Correspondence relating to the digtribution of Fund, laid en Table, 477 .. ....
LAND, EXCHANGE OF, 5COT'S CHURCH BYDNEY LEGALIZING EBILL
{Hee " EXCHANGE.")
LANG, REV, DR.:—
Leave of absence pranted to, 84,
LAW CRIMINAL AMENDMENT BILL (Ses » CRIMINAL.")
LAVENDER BAY :—
Larn RESERVE -
Regolution moved in referenee to permanent reservation of, and debateadjourned,
164 ; debate resumed and Question referred to Select Committee, 356
Petition from James Milson, Esaq.. praying to be heard by Counsel before
Committee, 891 ; Petition referred to Commitiee, 891; power gn.nbud to

Committes to n:purt 3423 Progress Report brought 1:|]:I, L i S |

LEASES AND SALES OF S8ETTLED ESTATES FACILITATION BILIL —

Received {rom Legislative Couneil and read 1%, 883 ; no forther action taken,

LEAVE (8es “LANG, REV. DR.™)
LEGISLATIVE (Ses = COUNCIL.™)
LENNON J. G. (8ea “ BUPERANNUATION.")
LEVEY (8es » ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.")
LIABILITIES (Sac “ BANKR.™)
LIBEARY :—

CoMMITTER :—

Appoioted by Bessional Order, 11 ; Members substituted, 50, 303,

LIBRARY, AUSTREALIAN, AND LITERARY INSTITUTION ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL (Hee ¥ AUSTRALIAN.™)
LICENSE (See “TARIFF.”)
LICENSED :—
PUBLICAN'S AcCT i—

Petition presentad from Wentworth, &, in reference to the Amendment of,
a3 regards the supply of Lignor to the Aborigines, 302; ordered to be
printed, 308 ...

Pat:t:on I"rum z. B. 'Ee:Iiy. m n,:!'r:rl:nl:u tu Au:u:m!mi.nt ﬂcf 381 : l:lrdu::rud tu ht:

tad, 387 e meinenas ekenmamr e anarn
LIGENEES —
TIMEER 1—
Resolution moved in refarence to charges for, 556 ; Resolation transmitted by
Address to Governor, 4046,
LOAN PUBLI0 WORKS BILL {See ¥ PUBLIC.™)
LOCEYER, MRS, (See » GRIEVANCOER.™)
LOWDEN MRE. J. P. (8ee “ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.")
LOWE JAMER :—

Motion made for Depositions taken at Penrith in reference to, and Debate

adjourned, 164 ; Order of the Day discharged, 317.
LUNATIC :—
ASYLUMS (—

Motion ‘mada for Correspondence having reference to the case of Willium
(' Neil, confined in Parramatta, 76; laid on Table, 135 ...

'Ml:lhg:f made for Correspondence and chm't.ﬂ. in reference to the }Imgement

77.

Dcspatch in reference to, laid on Table, 292 arrress

Motion made for Reparln and Correspondence in reference to the removal of
Dr, Brereton from office, as Medical Vieitor to Tarbap, 325: laid on
Table, 455 .

Motion made for Hetum of amounts uf mm:ey -e.xpe:;ﬂq.d upun. Ehl.n.ng the
year 1857, 398,

Report from Board of Visitors to Tarban Creek Iaid on Table, 406 .. ..., .. ..

LUNATICS FURTHER FPROTECTION BILL:—

Motion made for lIeave to introduce, and leave granted, 27; presented and

read 17, 27 motion for second reading negatived, and Bill dp:l:ha.rgr.ﬂ. 98,

TOLs

FAGE,

263

15

&01
504

a7a

28T

242

245



INDEX.

FOTES AND FEOCEEDINGS (BEFERENCES To)—vOl. L

.IY

FATERS,
|vor)  PagE.
m —
MAGISTRATES (See “ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE."™)
MACLEAY BIVER:— ' |
Motion made for Committes of the Whole to consider an Addreas for removall
of chstructions to navigation of, 194; House in Committes,—no Report|
from Committes, 317.
MCANN, B. H. (See “ EDUTCATION*; also “ GRIEVANCER")
MATL SERVICE (See “ FOSTAL™)
MA%N, JOHN AND ISABELLA (See * CROWN LANDS")
MAIZYE :—
STANDARD WEIGHT OF THE BusHEL oF :—
Petition presented from the Lower Hawkeshury, prayviog for th li
of, EE: ordered to be printed, 27 ...... :y .p. . mg . E“m“bmm 3 893
Petition presented from Clarence River, praying for the establishment of, 27 ;
ordered to be printed, 39 .. .. i i i ee et e e nn e enenas| & 385
Petition presented from The Hawkesbury, praying for the establishment of,
587 ordered o be printed, BE ..ot i s resran e cesnsrsesn s e nnaa| B anr
Petition presented from the Williams River District, praying for the establish-
ment of, 54 ordered t0 Be printed, 92 .. Lo i i e i ineeae| 8 350
Seleet Committes appointed to inguire into the advisability of the infrodnction
of o Bill for, 32; Power given to send for Persons and Papers, 104
Petitions veferred to Committes, 104 ; Report broaght up, 355; Motion
made for leave to introduoce Bill, and leave granted, 569; Bill presented,
and read 19, 406; Bpeaker rules introduction informal, and Bill dis-
T R I - 401

MALT (See = TARIFF.”)
MANNING RIVER (See “ MACLEAY RIVER.™)
MANTON, F. J.. E5Q, = —

Speaker reports issue and return of Writ of Election of, 291; sworn as
Member, 291; Letter resigning Seat reported to the House, 471; Seat
declared Vacant, 472, -

M.&RI@?E%E%NEY. INSURANCE COMPANY'S INCORPORATION BILL (See
¥ ‘ )

MARINE, RISES RE-INSURANCES OF, BILL (Sce * RE-INSTRANCES.")

MARTIN THE HONORABLE JAMES, E&Q, :—

Acceptance of Office by, 285; Seat declared vacant, 285; Sworn as Member,
281 ; Miniaterial Statement made by, 293,

MAYNE CAPTAIN (See “ RAILWAY " also “ SUPERANNUATION.™)
MEANS (Ses “ WAYS AND MEANS") . .
MEMEBERS :(—
. Bworx, 2(2), 33, 49, 67, 291, 293, 477,
IeneGUuLARITIES I8 RETURE oF WrIT oF :—
Spenker reports to Honse, 2,
oF CommrrTes oF BLecTions, &o., Swoaw, 25, 324,
oF PARLIAMENT (— .
. Motion made for Return of Crowe Lands held by, 462.
MESBAGES :—
TraxsaesioN oF, BETWEEY THE Two Hovses :—
Sessional Order in reference to, 11.
FROM THE (FOVERNOE :—

Summoning Assembly to the Legislative Couneil, 2.

Mo, 1. Estimates for 1866, and Supplementary Estimate for 1865 and pre-

vious years, 54. -

2, BMunicipalitiza Law Amendment Bill, 106,
8, District Courts Act Amendment Bill, 218,
4, Conaclidated Revenuve Fund Bill, 225,
&. Beab in Sheep Act Continnation and Amendment Bill, 235,
6. Brands Hegiatration Bill, 250.
7. Cattle Disease Bill, No. 2, 267.
8. Asgsent to Bill, 274,
4. Do, 279,
14, Do, B0E,
11, Tho. Bo2.
18, Withdrawal of Estimates for 1865-6, 832,
13, Transmitting frash Eatimates for 1865-6, 532,
14, Additional Eztimate for 1866, 408,
15, Public Debt Commizsioners Bill, No. 2, 481,
16. Further Supplementary Estimate for 1865 and previous years, 443.
17. Assent to Bills, 453,
FROM ASSFMELY TO COUNOIL
Eequesting attendance of Members of Council as Witnesses before Select
Committees, 88, 187,
Trangmitting Parramatta River Steam Company’s Bill, 162,
Amended Secret Bills of Sale Prevention Bill, 165.
Claims sgainst Government Bill, 226,
Cattle Dizease Bill, 226,
Heab in Sheep Act Continuation and Amendment Bill, 233,
Conzolidated Bevenue Fund Bill, 242,
Additiona]l Customs Duties Bill, 253,
Colonial Spirits Duty Bill, 253, I
Gia.re,m:a and New England Steam Navigation Company’e Dill,
267,
Game Protection Bill, 310. |
Carcless use of Fire Prevention Bill, 357. |
Coal Fields Begulation Act Amendment Bill, 365, i
Gold Fields Act Amendment Bill, 429, |
Municipalities Act Amendment Bill, 458, |
Appropristion Bill, 466, |
Fublic Works Loan Bill, 467,
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MESSAGES (continued ) i—
FROM AssEMeLY T0 (ousclL (confinted) i—
Returning District Courts Act Amendment Bill, 255,

FPAGE.

Smoke Nuoizance Abatement Bill, with an Amendment, 216, l

Australian Agricultural Company's Bill, 332,
Australasian %Iinm'al Qil Company's Incorporation Bill, with an

|
Amendment, 352, t

Sydney Marine Insurance Company’s Incorporation Bill, 354,
Dog Bill, with Amendments, 302,
Tesue of Process Bill, 428,
Re-insurances of Marine Risks Bill, 442,
Australian Library and Literary Institution Act Amendment
Eill, 477.
Aunstralian General Assurance Company's Incorporation Bill, 478,
Apresing to Amendments in Seab in Sheep Act Continuation and Amendment
Bill, 252,
Parramatta River Steam Company's Bill, 375,
Clarence and New England Steam WNavigation
Company’s Bill, 421,
(Careless use of Fire Prevention Bill, 474,
Game Protection Bill, 479,
PROM COUKCIL TO ASSEMBLY i—
In EPIf to Measnges, requesting attendance of Members as Witnesses before
Belect Committees of Assembly, 81, 209,
Transmitting District Courts Act Amendment Bill, 123,
Advances to Agents intrusted with Goods Bill, 173,
Smoke Nuisancs Abatement Bill, 181,
Partnership Amendment Bill, 241,
Anstralagian Mineral (il Cﬂmpanf'ﬂ. Incorporation Bill, 303,
Australian Agricultural Company'a Bill, 303.
Bydney Marine Assurance Company’s Incorporation Bifl, 303,
Lenges and Sales of Settled Estates Facilitation Bill, 383,
Dog Bill, 369,
Izzue of Process Bill, 393,
Companies Bill, 383,
Re-insurances of Marine Risks Bill, 421,
Australian General Assurance Company's Incorporation Bill, 420,
Australian Library and Literary Institution Act Amendment|
Hill, 457.
Returning Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 251.
Beab in Bheep Aot Continuation snd Amendment Bill, with
Amendments, 251,
Cattle Digease Bill, with Amendments, 251. -
Colopial Spirits Duty Bill, 280, "
Additional Customs Duties Bill, 280,
Parrnmatta Kiver Steam Company's Bill, with an Amendment, 341,
Clavence and New England Stemn Navigation Company’s Bill,
with an Amendmoent, 393, .
Game Protection Bill, with Amendments, 430,
Careless nae of Fire Prevention Bill, with Amendments, 456,
Gold Fields Act Amendment Bill, 473,
Municipalities Act Amendment Bill, with an Amendment, 475,
Appropriation Bill, 479,
Public Works Loan Bill, 478
Agrecing to amendment in Smoke Nuisance Abatemen® Bill, 341,
Dag Bill, 596 .
Australagian Mineral 0il Company’s Incorporation
Hill, 4035,
MIDNIGHT (See * ASSEMBLY.")
MILITARY (See # DEFENCES ™) .
MINERAL OIL, AUSTRALASIAN, COMPARY'S BILL (See “AUSTEA-
LASIAN": also * COLONY.")
MINERS (8ee * GOLD."}
MINISTERIAL : —
STATEMENTS (—
Made by Mr. Cowper, 225, 250, 268, 274, 270,

Mr. Martin, 293, ]
MINISTERS :— |

Or THE LROWE —
Resolution moved in reference to salaries of, and House counted out, 45.
MINISTRY ;—
Resignation of, 270,
Accepiance of office hy, 285,
MINOR (Bee “ROADS")
MINT :—
Synx¥ey PeaNcE :—

Diespateh in reference to, laid on Table, 455 ,.......,..........."u-----rr.

MIKUTE TREASURY (See* FINANCE."}
MOAMA (See = POSTAL™)
MONEY (See “ROADR™)
MOTIONE FORMAL (See © SESSIONAL ORDERS.")
MUDGEE (Bee * RAILWATY.")
MUNICPALITIES :—
Petition presented from St. John's College, in refersnee to the Amendment of
Lthe ]].:.w relating to, 76 ; ordered to be printed, 138, i vnuianianisnn
Dha, from Newtown do. do. 104 ;
urdemd to hcpl‘iﬂtﬂd, 1]* Ma mE B E AR A BE P E R EE AR RE EE FE FE S EEEY AR EE A

309

287
291
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|
MUNICIPALITIES {confinued ) 1=
Petition Presented from Marrickville, in reference to the Amendment of the
Law relating to, 104 ; ordered to be printed, 162 .. ...o0iiiiiiiaiaaaan| 3 a17
Do, from Waterloo do. do. 104 i
ordered 4o he printed, 132 ... s i isinnnssriannnnnssnnsanes ceea| B 255
D from Balmain do. do. 114,
2; ordered to be printed, 128, 462 | e - 293,357
I]n, from Newoastla dn, da. 123,
420; ordered to be printed, 188, #4285, .. .. iiiiiaisesisnrssaananeanan| & 207,335
Do, from Hast Maitland do. do. 131 ;
ordered to be printed, 183 .. ... eeeeiiirrian s st cnas s sraa e raaa| O 303
D, from Paddington do. da. 181
D, from Hunter's Hill do. do, 1313
orderad to be printed, 135 ... uu i ais s rrner i ea i eeaa| B 209
Do, from Woollahra do. de. 131;
ordered 1o be printed, 139 oo vrve v oeinirrnansnsnnnrrnnes ssaesienal & 01
Do, from Drarlington do. do. 1813 |
mde:rcdtn'haprml:ad Y vead) & B0
D, from Randwick da, da. 135;
erdered to be printed, 146 . ... ceasanns srvevnarnrsnsaness] 8 307
Iho, from Central Tllawarra  do. do. 138, .
ordered to be printed, 146 .. .0 vsevrrr s snnnrnenarosns B - 304
Iia, from Radfern dao, da. 138,
Do, from Orange do. do. 140
ordered to be printed, 162 ... .. ieecerernnnrnnnarnn s R 413
Do, from Armidale da, da, 146 ;
ordered to be printed, 155 ... P . 11
D, from West Mmﬂand da. do. 154 ;
ordeved to be printed, 162 .. ..o veir i ressinamancerean R 3L
D, from Wollongong do. der 154,
Lho. from Mudgen do. da, 161,
895 ; ordered to be printed, 173, 406, ..o v ivvevimnrscianens ceae| 3 318, 333
Do. from Girafton de. do. 181
ordercd to be printed, ITS oo ivurrrrrusce sonannnnennsararannnsnrenenl & 321
Da. from Waverley do. da. 1625,
. urdcrcdtﬂhaprmteﬂ S - | 823
from Glebe do. do. 172,
urr!tmdtubaprmt.ea A S B 325
Tha, from Albury do. do 187
ordered to be printed, 194 .. or e vevrcnsessarresnnnssransbssananssan| B 427
ha, from Shel]h'n"hnur do. do. 193,
Ordl.,rcdtohc‘.prmted 202 ., .. et eammm e s waneens| B 229
from 2t Paul's Collego do. do. 183
ﬂrdcrﬂltoba printed, 208 L. .es i inieresncsssntacscnasannnrrarcees| B 2589
D, from Kiama do. do. 204,
864 ; ordered to be printed, 219, 364, Y N 285, 33k
MUNICIPALITIES LAW AMENDMENT BILL:—
Motion made for leave to introdoce, and leave granted, 39; presented and
read 1%, 44 ; Bpeaker rules introduction of, informal, and Order of the DJ._]"
d:sch'u‘ged B4,
MUNICIPALITIES LAW AMENDMENT BILL No. 2:— !
Motion made for Committes of the Whole, to consider propriety of intro-
ducing, 97; Message No. 2 from Governor, in referenee to, 106; Honse in
Committes, Resolution reported and agreed to, 107 ; Bill presented and'
rend 19, 107 ; Motion made for second reading, and debate adjourned, 114 ;]
Dehate resumed, and Bill read 2° Committed, and progress reported,
123; no Report from Committes, 308 ... irinvecrrnssarosssnnnrnes| o1 283
MUNICIPALITIRS AQT AMENDMENT BILL:—
Motion made for leave to introdunce, and leave granted, 531 presented and
read 19, 428 read 2°, Committed, reported, and Report adepted, 443
Re-committed, reported, and Report adopted, 456; read 3% passed, and
sent to Legislative Council, 456 ; returned by Council with an Amend-
ment, 478 ; consideration of Amendment in Commitees, 470 ; Committee
disagree to Qouneil's Amendment, 473, —no further action taken.
MUNICIPAL. BYDNEY, COUNCIL POWERS EXTENSION BILL (Se
“EYDNEY.”
MURRAY RIVER }f% “ GU-::TD‘LIH- " l
MUERRAY, THE HON. T. |
Message r;qne:stmg aitendmm of, before Balect Committee, 65; Reply m—
ported, 91 |
MURRU D-IHII! HET {See * NAVIGATION.") |
N
NATIONAL (Ses * EDUCATION.™)
NAVAL DEFENCE :(—
COLORIsL, ACT:i—
Deapateh transmitting, with enclogures, laid on Table, & 1 Lt

s Em EE R s -

NAVIGATION :—
MunnouwBingeE HIvER i1 —
Motion made for Qommittee of the Whaole to congider Address for funds to
remove the obstructions to, 173 ; Order of the Day for Committee dischar-
ed, B17.

J.I.-.mnga and Macieay Rivers . —
Motion mode for Committes of the Whole to conaider an address for funda to
remove the ohstructions to, 184; Honse in Committes,~no Report made, 317,

332—C
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FPATERS.

N

NELSON MR, (3ze “ SUPERANNUATION.")
NEW ENGLAND AND CLARENOE STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANYS
BILL (5o “ CLARENCE.")
NEW S0UTH WALES (Sec » KIVERINE DISTRICT.™)
NEWSPAPER :—
PosTase Acr—
Motion made for leave to introduce & Bill to repeal, and House counted out,
383,
Motion again made and negatived, £04.
NEW TRIALS LIMITATION BILL:—
Motion made for leave to introduce, and leave granted, 76; presented and read
1%, 76 ; negatived on motion for second reading, and Bill discharged, 155.
NITRO-GLYQERINE (Zee “ EXPLOSION.")
NORTHERN (Ses also “RATLWAY "=
DisrrIoTS :—
Motion made for Return shewing the amount of Revenue derived from, and
expendad upon, since 1566, £9,
NUIBANCE, S8MOEE, ABATEMENT BILL (See « 8MOEE.")

0

OAEES, MES. SUSAN (Bee “LAND™; also * ROADS.")
DATH :—

Commission to Speaker to administer, 59; administered hy Speaker, 2 (2), 33,

49, 67, 201, 298, 477,

Deputy Speaker’s Commission to administer, 25

Administered by Clerk to Membera of Committes of Elections, &o., 25, 324,
OATS (Bee “STANDARD WEIGHT.")
OBSTEUCTIONS (See " NAVIGATION.™)
OFFICE :—

ACCEFTANCE OF :—

By new Ministry, 255,
I‘.'IFFIG]L{BE-ARERS (See “DESTITUTE."
OFFIOERS, GOVERNMENT (8es “SALARIES"; algo * SUPERANNUATION."
0IL, AURTRALASTAN MINERAL COMPANY'® INCORPORATION BIL

(Bee * AUESTRALABIAN.")
O'NEIL W.(See LUH&TIG.“}
OPENING (See * ASSEMBLY "; also * PARLIAMENT.")
OPIUM (See » TARIFE.")
OBSULLIVAN MK, (See « ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.™)
ORDER :—

QUEITIONE OF i—
Eill containing the appropriation of Public Money to be first considered in a
Committes of the Whole, and recommended by Message from the Crowa,
B85, 114, 181,
Amendment proposed not being relevant to a Bill under consideration, 93,
Address not to be presented to the Crown in relation to a Bill depending before
FParliament, 95,
Reference to matters pending before Committes of the Whole not to be made
before Report, 173,
Clanse introduced in Bill by Council, in derogation of the privileges of]
Agsembly, 252
Questions put to Ministers not to involve matter of opinion, argument, or
inference, 356
Bill relating to Trade must originata in a preliminary Committee, 425,
ORDERB (See » BESSI0ONAL,"” aleo " STANDING.")
ORDERS, FORMAL (See » BESSIONAL."
ORDERS OF THE DAY (See ©8ESBIONAL.")
ORDNANCE LAKD ACT AMENDMENT BEILL i—
FPresented and read 17, pro formd, 8 ; no further action taken.
ORIENTAL BAKK (Bee “ FINANCE")

P

PACEAGE DUTY (See « CUSTOMS.")
PANAMA —
Sream PosTAL SERVICE, vid — )
Resoletion moved in reference fo, and negatived, 381,
Coorrespondence respecting, laid on Table, 831 .. 0vviviiirannrrassnnneennns
Resolution moved in reference to termination of Contract for, and negatived,
478,
PARIS (Bes “EXHIBITION.)
PAREES, H., ES(,:—
Acceptance of office by, 285 vacation of seaf, 286 ; Sworn as Member, 291,
PARLIAMENT {5ee also * CROWN LANDS."):—
Froclamation of Governor read by Clerk, 1; Governor's 8peech on Opening,
rend by Speaker, 3. *
Proclamation Protoguiing ..ee ceee srnsvemnsmassessosnsanis
PARLIAMENT, TRIENNIAL, BILL (See~ TRIENNIAL.")
FABENELL (8ee ¥ CEOWHN LANDS.")

BE Rk RE R A

TOL,
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P
PARTNEREHIF AMENDMENT EILL :—
Received from Legislative Council, and read 1°, 241; Order of the Day for
second reading, and Bill discharged, 421.
PAREAMATTA (See alse » LUNATIC"):—
Beat for, vacated by acceptance of offiee, 286 ; Member aworn, 231,
PARRAMATTA RIVEE 8TEAM COMPANY'S BILL:—
FPetition presented, praying leave to bring in, 44 ; motion made for leave to
introduee, and leave granted, 50; presented und read 10, 51 ; referred to|
Belect Cumm:tt.e 65: Heport hmught up, I0G; Bill read 2, committed,;
reported, and Rt,}mrt, adopted, 155; read 3",,}'-5.551:3 and sent to Lug‘lllﬂtﬂ'e
Coungil, 162 ; returned by Gﬂuuml with an Amendment, 541 ; Council's
Amendment agmud to, 375 Assent reported, 483 ...... S - 435
PASTORAL (See * CRUWN LANDS, ")
PATRICHK'S PLATNS:—
Beat for, vacated by acceptance of Office, 286 ; Member sworn, 291,
PENINSULAR (Sec = FOSTAL.")
PERRY, GEORGE (Bea  GRIEVANOES.")
FHILLIPS, HYAM (Ses * GRIEVANCES,")
PIEBLEY, MR. (See © ADMINISTRATION OF JUBTICE.")
PIPER'S FLAT (See * RAILWAY.™)
FPITT-STREET TRAMWAY :—
Belect Committee appointed by ballot to consider the expediency of continuning)
or removing, 139; Enl;nncc taken before Beleot Committes, 18562,
referrad, 172 ; 2 aasnge& requesting attendance of Member of Council as
Witnees, 187 ; ly, 209 ; Member added to Committes, 302; Petition
from Humupul C&uncﬂ of Sydney, praying the removal of, 309 ; Ordered)
to be printed, 525, Report brought up, 455; Motion made for aﬂnptmn of)
Report, and Debata ad;uurned -{-?ﬂ- Debate resumed, and coneluded, 475 3| 551, 555
FITT TOWN (Bee = COMMON.")
PLANE (Hee “ RAILWAY.")
POLICE (See alzso * GRIEVANCES."™)
Retorn shewing distribution of Foree, on 1st Jmuar_f. 1366, laid on Table,
A I T 829
C. E. Hannisoyw, Bue-IxspecTon oF 1—
Motion made for depositiong taken at Huwmﬂe, in reference to a charge
againat, 133 ; luid on Table, 242 .. .. .. cvvnerenvnnrcsvassssssnnnssnna| 1 BET
SERGEANT GRAVES :—
Return to Address (lost Seesion), laid on Table, 218,
MAGISTRATE AT WENTWOETH i—
Petition presented from inhabitants of, praying the retention of the HE'EE-E- I:If.
331 ; ordered to be printed, 354 ., ... oot iiescr e s seiranea ) 1 G086
POLLING PLACES (Bee * YARS, &
PORT JACESON (See * HARBOURS")
- POSTAL:—
Teweorary Marn Sevice, DENILIQUIN (—
Motion made for Papers connected with, and House counted ouf, 59; Motien
again made, 105 ; laid on Table, 179,
Coxrzact wiTe P. awp (). OoMPANY :—
Despateh transmitting, laid on Table, 252 .. oo vvniiviiiinniiiessnnee.s| 2 16T
BTEAM SERVICE wvid SuBs:—
Amendment moved on motion for Committee of Bupply, in reference to the
discontinuance of, 248,
Correspondence in reference to, between Vietoria and New South Wales laid
on Table, 841 . . r o e R R R R SE R I Aa SRR PR | 2 17E
BrEsM SEEVICE pid PANAMA
Resclution moved in reference to the Rescission of a Vote of Inst E-Ls!-mn
relating to, and negatived, 381
Cun‘nspundcncn respecting, laid on “Table, 361 . . f B 175
Resolutions moved in rcE:rcncc to termination of Conh'ant fﬂrr and’ m‘-g&
tived, 475,
POSTAGE (See » NEWBPAPER.")
POSTMASTER GENERAL :—
Qrroe oF —
BHesolution moved, disapproving of its being made a political office, and nega-
tived, 407,
FOST OFFICE :—
BTATISTICS i—
Motion made for Return, shewing number of letters, newapupr.rs. &, passing
through, in Berrima Dmt:rmt 76 1aid on Table, 123, ., .., ceresed| 2 165
PRECEDENCE (Ses * RUSINESS" also “CLERICAL" )
PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT {Ses ** CBDWN LANDE.™)
FRESERT STATE OF THE COLONY :—
Helaot Committes ngﬁnmte.d to inguire into and report upon, 51; Message
raquesting attendancs of Members of Legislative Council as Wltnassca 63
Reply, 91; Member dlscha.rgeqi 154 : Members added, 154, 302 ; P:ngrrss
Hepnrthmughtup 462 .. eeiasenrranes S 599
PREESENTATION (Ses EPEAKER. "'}
FPRIBON DISCIPLINE BILL ;—
Motion made for leave to introduee, and leave granted, 89; presented, and
read 12, 92 ; discharged from Paper, 430,
PRISONER ['Sae. « ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE"; also “GAOL A
PRIVATE (See = SESSIONAL™)
PROCLAMATION (See » PARLIAMENT.™
PROCESS, IS8TUE OF, BILL (See “ IS3UE.")
PROBOGATION (See "PARLIAMENT.")
PROTECTION GAME, BILL (Ses “ GAME."
PUBLIOANS LICENSED ACT (See  LICENSED.")
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PUBSLIG (Bee also * CROWN LANDS,"” “FINANCE.") :—
ERVICE f=

Mation made for Correspondence in reference to the dismizsal of the Commis-
sioner of Btamps, 106 ; laid on Table, 138 .. . . - e

Motion made for Butern shewing Names and Salaries of Officers of, 234 ; laid
on Table, 298, .. ou i ir i ss s s i sasssssan sr b raaa s

Acoount Current of Superannnation Fund laid on Table, 832, cevn s o vavnss

PUBLIC DEBT COMMISSIONRERS BILL :—

Motion made for leave to intreduce, and leave granted, 353 ; Presented and
read 1%, 894 ; Order of the Day for second reading discharged, and Bill
withdrawn, 414

FUBLIC DEBT COMMISSIONERS BILL, No. 2:—

Motion made for Committeo of the Whole to consider the propriety of
introducing, 414 ; House in Committes, Resolotion reported and agreed
to, 421 Bill presented and read 1°, 421 ; Message No, 15 from Governor
in refarenee to, 421; Standing Orders suspended in reforence to, 462
Bill read 2°, Committad, and no report made, 463 .. .o isarmnsanrcnas

PUBLIC WORKS LOAN BILL:—

Btanding Orders suspended in reference to, 462 ; Motion made for leave to
introdwes, nnd leave grantad, 466 ; presented and read 19, 4665 read 2%,
Committed, Progress reported, 466 ; reported and Repert adopted, 466 ;
read 39, passed, and sent to Legistative Council, 467 ; returned by Couneil
without Amendment, 479, Aszent reported, 453,

PUNT (See * BRIDGES.")

Q

QUALIFICATIONS (Bee * ELECTIONS.")
QUARTER SHESSIONS (Sey « ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.")
QUEENSLAND :— -
Depr :—
Further eorrespondence respeoting, 1nid on Table, 89, 200 .. .ovriianinnnsnas
QUESTIONS :—
A¥D AWEWERS :—
Entry of, on Votes (Seasional Order), 11.
Point of Order in reference to, 336,
I REFERENOE TO,—ADMINIATEATION OF JUsTICE (—
Prisoners liberated previous to expiry of sentence, 15 (2).
Sentence on Glannon for peraonation, 22,
Ewans v, {"3ullivan, 37.
Primary Judge in Equity, 58, .
Prisoncrs Levey and Shovaller, 75, 93, 193,
Trial of Johnson at Grafton, 103, 171,
Trials of Convicts Bertrand, Bow, and Fordyes, 356, 427. )
Alleed Visit of the Chief Justice to Convict Bertrand in Darlinghurat Gacl,
3865.
Appointment of Magistrates, 171, 266,
Spratt v, Seott, 250,
Prohibition in re Thomas Armitage Salmon, 878, 363,
Trial and sentence of Shadforth and Brandt, 301, 315, 453,
Appeal in re Church and School Lands, 301,
sCommittal of Mr, R, & Ross, J. P, 351,
Viait to prisoner Gardiner in Darlinghnrst Ganl, 339.
Discharge of prisoner Mrs. Kinder, 340,
Resignation of Magistrates, Kempsey, 363
{lnats in re Berry o, Mayor of Bhoalbaven, 405, .
Letter from Mr. Jamieson, J.F., reflecting on the conduct of Mr. Commis-
gioner Cole ns a Magistrate, 397, - i
Latter from Mr. Commissiener Cole, charging Mr, Williams with Felony, 463
Ap Varopex (See * CosTomns.”)
Agescy (Zee  FIsavce."’)
o pgwes Invma ™ i— .
Inquiry inte canse of accident to * Steamship, G8.
ArrRatsen (Ses “ Crows Liawnps.')
Anarueyd {Bes ' Hoana")
Asgmeny (See * PRISTING.)

ASYTUMS (- . X
Heport from Board of Masagement for the relief of the Destitute and Infirm,
454

Banaes (2ee * VoLunTeers.” )
BALLAST i—
Additisnal facilities for discharge of, at Neweastls, 53.
Banton (Bae * Sraurs.")
Baxg (Ses “FiHasce.”)
Bery, Davip (See  Crows Laxpa.”)

Beanmda (Hee ¥ Gaors™) .
Brrr¥ (Soe “ ADMINIETRATION oF JUSTICE")

BERTEARD (See ** ADMINISTRATION oF JUSTIGE.)
Bonpee (See * Oosroms.”)
BouxpanY LIxe — .
Murking off, batween the Connties of Macquarie and Hawes, 49,

Pow (Bee * AnwwisTeaTion oF JUsTioe")

Brammwoon (Bes * Gaora") N
BraxpT (See " ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.")
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VOTES AND FROCEEDINGS (REFERENCES T0)—voL. I | FAPERS.

VL. TAGE,

QUESTIONS {continued ) 1—

A¥D AwsweRs (continued) 1—

I3 REFERENCE TO,—DBREAEWATER 1—

Coat of construction at Clarencs River Heads, 26, 57.
Injury by tempestuous weather to Moruya, 181,
Bripoes (—
Clontraet for, over Murvambidges at Gundagai, 50,
Plans for, over Lachlan, at Cowra, 712,
Money doe to workmen on the Singleton, 113,
Removal of remaing of old Nepson, at Emu Ferry, 137,
Danpgerous state of, at Carcoar, 153,
Approaches to Cesslock, 195,
Repair of, at Brownlow Hill, 453,

Bnroora, Me. B, C. P8 —
Dismissal or removal of, 217,

Burcernore See * Pouice,”)

Borian Grourp (See * LosaTie™)

Buooys :(—

Application for, at Macleay Heads, 44,

Brankaxarn =—

Beward for the capture of Dunn, 273,

CamppELLTOWS |{Bee * Roaps.”™) -

Carcosn (See ¢ Porios" also * Roaps,")

Casey, Mi. :— |

Ramoval of, from appointment a8 Inspector of Denominational Schools, 154, |

CEMETERIES :—

Overerowding of, in Devonshire-street, 187,
FProhibition of intermenta in Newtown, 420,
Heservation of land for, in Parramatta, 453,

Crarnam {See “ Gao1a.")

CrHURCH oF HxoLawD (See * Eproarios.”)

Cuveon axp Scroon Lavps :— .

Funds invested in Government Debentures, 16.
Returns in reference to, 84,

Mujor Christie acting as Apent for, 114,

Purchase of, after having been offered ot auetion, 241.
Appeal to Privy Couneil in the matter of, 301,
Distribution of Revenoe derived from, 472,

CaarsTiE, Masor {(See ™ PosTar.”™)

Craperce Hiver (See * BezawwaTEr™; also  Roans.”™)

Cranee, T, (Bee * Gaora.")

CieRE oF PErTY Sessiows (See * Brooxs™ ; also * Parser™)

Core, Ma CommEssienes (See * ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE,")

CoLokial BECRETARY'S DEPATTMERT :—

Minute on applications for office in, 391,

Commrow a1 Unsranes 1—

Burvey and appropriation of, for the use of the Publie, 27.

Coxnprriosar {Bee " Crowy Laxpa')

CoxTRACTOR (Hee * (Fanns.™)

CokrorATION, SYDHEY i —

Adjustment of the City Sewerage Debt, 26,
Return shewing the parliculars of the debts of, £41.

Couxern, LEGIELATIVE :—

Bill for reconstruction of, on Electoral Basis, 49,

Covrnr HOUSE t=— .

Erection of, and Locl-up at Roclklay, 67,

Corer INSTRICT i— |
Provigion for carrying on the business of the Metropolitan, 113, |
Alterations in the srrangements of the DNstricts for holding, 266,

CBACERELT, ME, (Sce* TELEGRATH.")

Croor, Mz, (See " BUPERANKUATION.™)

Croreens, Ma, (Bes © Reronsing OFrFicer.”)

Onows LANDE \—

Eill for altering or modifving the Aet of 1861, 26,

Resignation uf‘iat.c Minister for Lands, 37.

FPepers in reference to Wallalla Run, 44,

Land Revenue in Clarence District since 1865, 75,

Vacancy in office of Minister for Lands, 97.

Dcd?ﬁti‘;}ﬁmqﬁrcﬂ to be made by Crown Lands Appraizer (Mr. Rodd),

Complaints a.gil,tinﬂt Appraizer of Runs (Mr. Bell), 201, 249,

Dredication to Public Purposes of Reserves in Neweastle, 200,

A]Ep]inutinn for pirchases of, under pre-emptive right, 217,

FPhotographic plans of Land for sale, 249,

Fees charged by Police Magistrate for preparing applications for conditional
purchase, 553,

Tranafer of conditional purchoses after three vears, 873,

Payment of inberest on .Etia.[anm_ of Payments for Conditional Purchases, 373

Pre-emptive rights of Bquatters, 879, 385, 391,

Fixercise of pre-emptive right by the Exeentors of Mr, Parnell, 379,

Enclosure and plantation of Sydney Reserves, 405,

Licases and pre-emptive rights of Squattars, 419.

Amount of rent paid by W, Forlonge, Eeq., M.P., 427, 461,

Zal ection of Lands at the Shades, near Molong, 454,

Modification of civoular in refarence to re-selection of forfeited selections, 461
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QUESTIONS (continued ) :—

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS (EEFERENCES TO)—¥0lL. L

PAPERE.

TOL.

PAGE.

AND Awswens (contimsed) i—
IR BEFERESCE TO,—(USTOMS i—
Arrangements for collection of the Border Duoties, 22,
Bill for the regulation of the Ad Falorem and Package Duties, 324,
DantiycETReT (Ses © GaoLs"")
DeeewtuREes (Soe * Fisawoe") |
Deer (Bee * Conronaton” ; aleo “ Prenie)
Derewces, HansoUr :—
Adoption of recommendation of Belect Committee wpon, in reference to
elegraphic Communieation with Light-honses, 104,
Desiuiguin (See * Postar.”)
DexomiwaTionan {Ses * EpvoaTion.”)
DestitToTE ASTLUME:—
Actommodation provided for the Infirm and Destitute Poor, 454,
Drarrior (See * Covrr.")
Duxy {S2e “ BusgRARGER,")
DuTies (Ses also * STame,”) .
Bill for the regulation of Ad Falorem and Package, 324,
Doty (See * GoLn”; algo " STAMP.")
Evvcation :—
Eill for the promotion and repulation of, 49,
Correspondence with National Board in reference to forther pecuniary aid, 145,
Appointment of Inspector of Denominational Schools, 154,
Site for National Schools at Waratah, 217,
Bill for the Amalgamation of Educational Boards, 302.
Behools in connection with the Free Church of England, 315,
Btatistics respecting the Mectings of Trustees of the Sydney Grammar Behool,
455, 461, 471.
Errorive (See  Covwern,”
Erecrorare (See ¥ Yass"™
Erectric (Bee * TELRGRAPHESE")
Fgorrr (Sea * AvawrsTearion oF JUsTICE.™)
“En. Eme' STEAMER —
Inguiry into conduect of Pilot in charge of, 308,
Evaws (Ses “ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.™)
Exneirion, Pans:—
* Provision for the representation of the Products of the Colony at the, 137.
FExrroson :—
Inguiry into, on board the " Agnes Irving,” at Clarenee River, 55,
Inquiry into the natore and cause of, in Bridge-street, Ejdﬂ?, 864, |
Communication with Custom Heuse Authorities in England, relative to the
export of Nitro-glycerine, 364,
Fegry, FopLic:—
Provision for, over the Dawson Creek, Manning River, 266,
Ditto, Blackman's Foint, Hastings River, 266.
Frrawce :(—
Bale of Government Debentures in England, 8, 131, 309,
FProvision for payment of Debentures doe on 1st January, 1566, 22,
Arrangements for the conduct of Government Banking Business in London, 22.)
Froposal to establish National Bank of Isaue, 104,
Forovow (See “ ADMINISTEATION oF JUSTICE.')
Foevroxas, Mx, (Bee * Crows Laxps.”)
Free Counen (See “ Epvoation.”)
Feer BgnEcrion (Jee * Crown Lawps.")
Gaxrox (Ses " ADMINISTRATION OF JusTicr.'}
Gaows —
Provision for Chaplain at Port Macquarie, 38, . |
Number of Warders and Prisoners in Mndgee and Windsor, 129,
Escape of Prisoner Clarke from Braidwood, 201. )
Arrangements with the Visiting Borgeon st Port Macquerie, 323, 420
Parmission to visit Prisoner Gardiner in Darlinghurst, 539,
Contractor for supplics to Berrima, 373,
GARDINEE (Bes  Gaons.”)
Gown:—
Eeturn of Statistics respecting Fields, 21.
Dimengiona of the Rocky River Field, 21.
Binking for, on main ling of Road between Carcoar and Buthurst, 21,
Buspension of salary of Mr. Commissioner Griffin, 22
Bill to amend the Law relating to the Gold Fields, 26, 331.
Bill to abolish or redues the Export Doty on, 113, X
Report upon the case of William Thompaon, in reference to the working of the
Gold Fields Act, 129,
Removal of Mr, Commizsioner Lynch, 145,
Retention in office of Commizssioners Lockhart and Lynch, 145
Interpretation of certain Regulations under, Act, 154,
Disposal of Palice Paddock by Mr. Sub-Commissioner Scott, at Hargraves, 249,
Mint charge for minting Gold Dhust, 547. N
Pension to J. Graves, late Sergeant in the Gold Guard, 363, 435,
Goops BEED (Ses * Rarnwavs")
GovERRORS 1—
Bill reruolating the Salaries of all foture, 130, 301,
Gramay (See * ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.")
“GRaFTOR" =
Correspondence respecting search for the lost vessel, 104,
Gramman ScoooL (Ses " EpvcaTion.”)
Guaves, SErgEarT (Bea * Goin,")
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VOTES AND PEOCEEDINGS (REFERENCES TO}—T0L. L FAPERS.

T, TAGE,

Q

QUEBTIONS {continued) 1=

AFD AREwERs (confinued) :—

Ix merzRENce TO,—GarFrmy, Ma, Commssiones (See v Gown.”)

Gorpacsr (See “DBeinges,™)

Harpovr (3ee “DEFESCES.")

Hawea (See * BouNDAEY.")

IMMIGEATION —- -
Rill for the promotion and encouragement of, from the United Kingdom, §8.
Unexpended balance available for, 419,

Iwrousoiwg Aot —

Eill for the amendment of, 131.

IncoMe Tax:—

Bill for the direct taxation of Income or Property, 57.
Insruverion, Pretie (Bee * Epvoarion.’)

IuvexTIONs [See * PATEXTS."™)

Ieow (Sea = Hamwax.”)

“Invive, Acves' (See * Hxruosmow,™)

JERRY & Pramss (See “ TEizenars')

Jamresow, H. J. Pl (Bee “ AnwisisTRATION oF Justice.")

Joussos (See * ADMINISTRATION OF JusTIoR.”)

Jupae, PRIMARY (Ses ** ADMINISTRATION 0F JueTioe.")

JUVENILE :—

Eill for the establishment of Reformatories, 315,

Eeupsey (See also * ADMIFISTRATIUN OF Justice.")

Repair of Whart at, 33, 201,

EINDER =
Inguest upon the alleged snicide of the late Mr, Kinder, 188. .
Discharge of Mrd. Kinder from euatody, S40.

Lacanay Biver (See * Bripees,")

Lawps (Sea * Cuauncea™; also * ORows.")

Legacy (Ses * Srame”)

LesrsnaTive (See  CouNern.)

Lever (Bee " ADMINISTRATION OF JuUeTioe")

Ligar-Houses i(— -
Becommendation in Report of Select Committee of Legislative Council in

1863, of extension of Telegraph to Jervis Bay, 420,

Liour WErsHTS :—

Investigntion into charge as to the use of, in Sydney, 130
Locksart {Ses “Goun.)

Locg-ur (Bee * CouRT Hover" ; also * Poroe.")

Lygoace (Ses ¥ RA1nwars")

- Liwaric Asvira:—

Fencing of Burial Ground at Tarban Creelk, 67,

Correspondenes in reference to Tarban Creek and Parramatta, 477.
Lvwos, Me. Comssrones (See * GoLp.™)

Macreay Heans (See ™ Buoys™)

Macquarie (Ses * DOURDART.")

MAOIETRATE 1—

Insufficiency of number residing at Neweastle, 26.

Visitz of Folice Magistrate of Wollombi to other Courts, 44,

Appointment of Mesars, GGraham and Piesley as, 171,

D, of Mr. K. I} Graham, 266.
Eemuneration to Pelice Magistrate at Port Macquarie for attendance at other
Benches, 275, )

Resignation of Maﬁigtrates at Kempeey, 363,

Main {2ee * Posran.”)

Mazusmes (See * VOLUNTEEES.™")

Marzrsge Aor:—

Eill for the Alteration or Amendment of, 38,

MaryE, Carr, (Hee * RALwars”; also " BUFERANNUATION.")

MEeproar (See " Gaors")

Mempers (Hee * Ranways,™)

Mixi=rER {Bee * Crown Lawpe')

Mmor (Bee * Roans,™)

Miwr (Hes * (lorp.")

MoRPETH :—

Froclamation of Township ag a Municipality, 129,

Monrya (Fes * BREsagwaren"; also © Roapa,'")

MovsT MURCHISON :—

Burvey and Proclamation of Bite for Township, 154.
MortciPanlTy (Ses “ Breny,” © Morrre™; also * Oraxor™)
Murnay River (See " NaAvIgaTIon."”)

MueRUMBIDGES (Ses ¥ Bringes,")

MuseoM, AUSTRALIAN —

Name of Contractor and amount of Tender for finishing, 380,
NWarowan (See * Base'; also * Epycamiorn,”)

NavigaTior :—

Improvement of, on River Murrambidges, 0.

Regulations of, on the River Murray, 428,

Nereaw (Sce * Brincea,™) '

NewcasTLe (See also * Banraer,” * MaGIsTRATE.”

Application made by Corporation of, for Plan of Scott-street, 273,

Dedication of Steamers’ Wharf to purpose for which erected, 83.

Building of Goods Shed at Steamers” Wharf at, 83.

Access to New Bleamers” Wharf at, 121,

NEWSraTERs 1:—

Froposal to abolish Postal Charges on Colonial, 63,




X1V . ) INDEX.

VOTES AXD FROCEEDINGS (REFERENCES TO)—VOL, T, TAFERS.

V0L FAGE.

Q
QUESTIONS (eontinued ) —
AXD AXSWERS (confinued ) ==
Iy errepxce To,—NITEO-GLYCERINE (Ser " ExrLoston.')
NWorTueny DigThicrs :(—
o BReturns shewing Amounts of Revenue contributed by and expended in, 428,
HAKOE :—
Proclamation dividing the Municipality of, into Wards, 35.
O'Bunnivay (Bes " ADMISIsTRATION oF JUsTICE.")
Puacrace Ses = Crsrons")
Paxaxma (SBee * PosTan)
Paris (Bee * Exsmirios.")
PAREER, ME. i—
Bpecial expenses of, as witness on trisl of Escort robbers in 1863, 524,
Panpramest (See * Ramwars")
ParnamaTTs BIVER (See © Roape™)

FParrwTs :—

Delay in prodection of Returns relative to, 454,
Peseiors (] * BUFERANKUATION.")
Fivor t=—

Tequiry into conduct of, in charge of Steamer  Erl King," 309,
Appointment of, at Bellinger RBiver, 454
Fraws (See also * NewcasTLe.")}
Pgnnndnctim of system of photographing public Iands for sale, 249,
LICE i—
Insuffciency of Magistrates nt Neweastle, to transact business, 20,
Alleged case of neglect on the part of, at Bungendore, 274,
Appointment of Mr, H, A. Smith as Magistrate, at Carcoar, 21.
Benches attended by Magistrate at Wollombi, 44 ; leave of absence granted
to, during 18645, 380,
Provision for additional duty by Magistrate at Port Macquarie, 878, 331,
Charge against Mr. Rowley, Magistrate at Hendma, for recsiving fees under
own Lands Alienation Act, 353,
Porvrixa I'LACES :—
Cancellation of, in Electorata of Yass Plaing, 9.
Pour Macquamsz {See *“ Gaocns” : alse * Pouice,™)
PosTal (Sce algs “ Newsparrzz ™)
Amount paid for Mail Service betwaen Deniliquin and Moama, 26; Contract
made by Postmaster General for performanes of, S0
Establishment of Bteam Service oid Paama, 43, 302,
PosTaasTER GENELAL :—
Arrangements under which the office was made politieal, 324,
Paost OFpice i—
Removal of position of, at Kempsey, 35.
Establishment of, at Timbarrs Eiver, 43,
Pre-EMPTIVE (Bee * Urowy Lawns”)
PrRIETING :—
Delay in printing Papers ordered by the Houwse, 120
PrisoseRs (See ™ ADMINISTREATION OF JusTice"; also * Gaons.™)
PRIs0NS i
Balary of Inspector of, 37,
ProrenTy i—
Introduction of measure for the direct taxation of, 47,
Fopro Desri—
Introduction of Bill appointing Commissioners for the reduction of, 201,
Puosr i—
Completion of, in locality of Five Docl and Iron Cove, 241.
Completion of, between Balmain and Five Dock, 413,
RaiLways —
Application of test to ascertain the tenacity of irom, 16
Froduction of Plans and Book of Reference—TExtension of Great Western, 53,
Completion and cost of Great Western to Blackheath, 65
Completivn of Great SBouthern to Goulburn, G5,
Erection of Goods-shed at Terminus, at Newcastle, 53,
Productien of Returns in reference to Roads and Railways, 84,
Probable cost of (reat Western, between Penrith and Bhepherd's toll-bar, 91,
Flan and Book of Hefercnce—Extension of Morpeth, 87,
Expenditure and further cost of Morpeth Extension, 102
Alleged exceseive charges for carviage of goeds by rail, 130
Tendera for construetion of Great ngteru to Wallarawong, 158,
Retarns relating to the eost of construction and loss by working of, 171.
Reports upon alleged overcharges on iron for, 266,
Resclution in reference to Members of Parlisment travelling free of charge

hy, 285.
Cn‘mp:{a‘tion of Greal Southern, to Button Fovest, 420,
Alleged use of inferior timber for the constraoction of, 472
REFORMATORIES (—
Introduction of Bill for the establishment of Juvenile, 814,
Revrsion (See ™ SupEaaxxuaTion.”}
TirspRvEs (See * Owows Laxpz,”)
ReTurninGg OFFICEER i—
Alleged dismissal of Mr. Crothers from the Poblic Service, 44,
Revesve (Sec " Crvace and Bcnoon.)
Bewarp (See v Busarascen,”)
Roaps :—
Sinking for Gold on main line of, 21, .
Non-expenditure of sums voted for, in certain Nerthern Districts, 38, 84, 158,
161, 201, 217, 218,




INDEX.

VOTES AND PEOCEEDINGS [REFERENCES TO}—VvOT. L

Q

QUERTIONS (continned ) :—

AND AXSWELS (confinued):i—
I3 REFERENCE TO,—BoaDna (conffnisd) i—
Delay in epening road to north side of Farramatta River, 67,
Expenditare of sums voted for repair of, in Southern Districts, 67
Expenditure of money voted for Great Western, hetwecn Nepean River and
Mount Lamby, 63,
Introduetion of Bill for the alteration or amendment of the law relating to
Minor Roads, 68, 17

Heturns relating to the non-expenditure of money voted for maintenance and)

ropair of, 54,
Returns relative to Boad Statistics, 54,
Damage to Main Northern, by floods, %7. .
Cost of snrveying projected line of, at Newton Boyd, Clarence River, 103.
Amount of Balance of unexpended votes for, in certain SBouthern Distriets, 104,
Dritto do, the Hawkesbury, 113, 131,
Amount voted for the repair of, from Mudpes to Bowenfels, 121
Appropriation of money voted for the repair of Bathurst and Caloola, 122,
Expenditure of money voted for the repair of West Macquarie, 125,
Expenditure of money voted for, in the Clarence Electorate, 130
Proclamation of road from Lochinvar, 193,
Opening of, from Iron Cove to Five Dock, 241,
Do, throngh Honeysuckle Point, Newenstle, 241.
D, from Moruya to Araluen, 364,
Do, from Fieton to Burragerang, 453
Roan Trusr:i—
Delay in production of Returns relating to Campbelltown, 428,
Rookiey (* See CouvrT House,")
Rucey Rrver (Bee * GoLp,')
Rooo, M=z, (See » Crows Laxpe)
Kosg, BMe, (See * ADMINGETRATION OF JUsTioe,")
Rowrey, Me F. M. (See " Pource.™)
Ruw (See * Croww Laxps.")
Havakirs (See * Goversor,'")
Barmor, T. A, (Bee " ADMINISTRATION OF JUBTICE.")
BeaB 1—
Introduction of Bill on the cxpiry of the present Scab in Sheep Act, 121,
Bemoots (See * Boveamon™ ) alse, * CHORCE and Bosoor.™)
SeoTT (Bee * ADMIKISTRATL ¥ 0F JUSTICE™ ; also * Gorn.'™)
SEWERAGE [Bee " CORPORATION.™)
BaanronTH ME, (Bee * ADMINGSTRATION oF JOSTICE.")
Zueer (See * Boap”)
SHerEELD, Mr. {Sce * Gaone™)
BHERIFF \—
Snlary of, as Inspactor of Frisons, 37,
BHOALHAVEN (Sce * ADMINISTRATION oF JUSTICE. ")
SHOVELLER (See " ADMIKISTRATION oF JUsTICE."}
SrxeLEToN {Ses Y Brinoes.”)
Sarre, Me, H. A, (See » Povice.")
Srane Duries AcT :—
Legacy Duty under, chargeable on Widows, 22,
Dismissal of Commissioner under, 91,
Iutroduction of Bill to amend, 309,
Sreas (Bee * PosTaLl.”)
SresaMER (Sec * Acxes Invisa™; also * Err-g186.")
,Buiome (See * Kinpen")
SUPERANNUATIONS (— .
Exceptions taken to the grant of, to Messrs. Crook, Wilkinson, and Mayne,
235, 250, -
Intention of Government with regard to the extension of the prineiple of, to
Ministers of Religion, 262,
Bukver (See alwo © Crows Lawnpe")i— .
Intentions of Government with the view of improving the Burveys of the
Colony, 104.
TakpaN (See “ Logaric Asvioa™)
TaTHRA i\ —
Dilapidated state of whael at, 121,
Taxarion (Ses “ Ixconwr’™; alse * Proreery.)
TeLesrAPH, ELECTRIC ;—
Extension of Line from Cooma to Eden, 26,
Do, Singleton to Jerry's Tlains, 74,
Teave of absence granted to Superintendent of, 137.
Beturns relating to the cost of conatruction of, 171.
Alleged negligence of person in charge of Station, st Bathurst, 339,
Extension of, to the Light-houses on the S8onthern Coast, 420,
Truner (See * RATLwar,”)
Timpakia (Ses * Post UFpICE.”)
Towzanr (See * Movst MorcaTeos.™)
Usaarna {See ** Cowmon.")
UUNIVERSITY 1—
Alleged practice of coaching at the Sydocy, 3235,
VOoLUNTEERS \— )
Tatention of the Government with reference to the supply of marksmen’s
badgea for, 75, 91. X
Introduction of Bill for the amendment of the Act relating to, 330.
WALLALLA (Bes * Crows Lasps.™)
WaraTall (See * EpvrcaTrios")

332—D
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VOTES AND FROCEEDINGS {REFERENCES TO)}—VOL. 1.

FAFERS.

Q

QUESTIONS (continued) —
AND AxswERs (eontined ) i —
Iy mEFERENCE T0,—WEIGHTS (See “ Ligur.”)
Waanr (Jes * Kuvrsey,” * Newoastne” ; alao © TaTERA.")
Wipows (See * Brame.™)
WiLEmeoy {Hes * BUFERANNUATION.")
Wirniams, Mr. H. (See * ADMINISTRATION oF JUSTICE.")
Wornower (See * Pories,")
Wongues (See * Brmees.™)
Yasa Pratws (See * Porume.™)
QUORTM (3ee also “ ADJOURNMENTS.")
Absence of, in Committee of the Whole, reported to the House, 375, 456, 474,
4745,
in House before commencement of business, 63,
after do. 45, 59, 348, B3E2.

R

HAILWAY (—
GREAT NOBTHERY i
Return to Order (last Seasion) in reference to, laid on Table, 10, .00 vvvreran
4% Roan Reruews :—
Return to Order (last Session) in reference to, laid on Table, 10, .. .00 ve s ..
IRo% PURCHASED IN ENGLAND FoB —
Report from Captain Mayne upon alleged overcharge in, laid on Tabls, 22
eommunications from Captain Mayne relative to alleged overcharge, laid
on Table, BEB.. .. o0 e ettt s mr s
Freen's Fratr to MUDGER :—
Fetition presented from Mudgee, praying survey of Line from, 58; ordered to
be printed, 76; Motion made for Committee of the Whole to consider an
Address for Fonds for survey of, and negatived, 325, .. ..uuvennersrnn ..

Praws i—
Beetions and Bool of Reference relative to Extension of Great Weastern, 65
approved, 146,
Do, deo. do. Grest Northern, 341;
approved, 455.
Do do. Extension to Morpeth, 206,

a¥Dp Enroreic TELEGRAPHS :—
Return in connection with the working of, laid on Tahle, 172 ..ot invrvnns
ComMunicaTion with Wesreny Distarcrs —
Petition presented, praying for the extension of, read by Clerk, 218; ordered
to be printed, 228 L . s e is e i e |
TEEODGE Uirrwn Estare —
Motion muade for adoption of Report from Belect Committen of Inst Bession,
283,
Ralmways or tHE CoLowy i—
Report of the Commissioner for, on the origin and progress of, laid on Table,

EERE R

EE R R T

MonPeTd =—
Petition presented in reference to the situation of the Terminus at, 316
ordered to be printed, 880 . ..ot is ie s i i re s e s reanen e e, as

Exrexsron :—

Resolution moved in reference to the immediate survey of the most practicable
route to the Murrumbidgee, and Debate adjourned, 555 ; Debate resumed
and concluded, 374 |

70 BarHrhsT i— |

Resolution moved in reference to Tenders for the construction of, and by leave|

withdrawn, 352,
AgcroexT 1w 1968 —

Motion made for Committes of the Whole to consider an Address for com-
pensation to Mrs, De Courer, 407; House in Committes, Resolution
reported, and agreed to, 439,

STDNEY TO PARRAMATTA ;—

Motion made for Committes of the Whole to consider an Address in refercnoe

to the relaying of, by loan, 442 ; Order of the Day discharged, 474.
REFOERMATORY AND INDURTRIAL SCHOOLS BILL i—

Motion made for leave to introduce, and leave granted, 68: presented and

read 17, 59 ; Order of the Day for eecond reading, and Bill d ischarged, &4,
REFORMATORY AND INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS BILL, No, 2:—

Metion made for Committes of the Whole to consider the propriety of
introducing, 95; House in Committes—HResolution reported and agraed
to, 107 Eill presented and read 19, 107 ; Motion made for second reading,
and Debate adjourned, 147; Order of the Day and Bill discharged, 304,

REFRESHMENT ROOM :—
Committes appeinted, 11; Member addad, 302,
REGISTER (See " STATISTICAL.")
REGISTRAR GENERAL :—
Report from, for 1864, leid on Table, & L. .. .. e i inisie s cr srrnnernrn
BEGIRTRATION BRANDS BILL (Sce “ BRANDS. ")
RE-INBURANCES OF MARINE RISKS BILL:—
Received from Legislative Council and read 1°, 421; Read 2°, Committed,

VOL. FAGE.
2 1
1 925
2 37
2 13
2 1a
2 17
2 21
2 19
2 276

reported, and Report adopted, 428; read 39 passed, snd returned tol
Council without Amendment, 442 ; Assant reported, 453,
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R
RELIGION :—
STaTE AD TOI—
Petition presented from G 1T, Alley in favour of, 154 ; ordered to be priutml
162 T 2 253
Petition presantarl “from. {_.-nmm:tt.@e. on Iuﬂiscnmma.tl: Ellﬂﬂwmﬁnfs. in
opposition to, 338 ; ordered to be printed, 336 . ..., 2 255
Petition presented from B. Badleir, B.N., in opposition h'!' JDG " ordered to be
printed, 355 ... 2 25T
Petition prosented from the Lfertumta ‘of Eden in favour of, 397 H “ordered to
be printed, 4135 . i 261
Petition presented from J. Richardson in nppns ition to, 898; ordered to be
printed, 404 ..., 3 259
Motion made for Committes of the Whole to "consider an Address in refer- {
enge to, and Debate adjourned, 325 Debate vesnmed and concluded, 355 ; |
Order of the Day for Committes, postponaed, 368 ; Order of the Day for
Committee moved, and Debate adjourned, 359 ; no further action faken,
RELIGIOUS (See » CLERICAL™; also ~ UROWN LANDSE.)
REMOVAL OF RESTRICTIONS UPON DISTILLATION BILL:—
Motion made for Committee of the Whole to consider propriety of intro-
ducing, 65 ; House in Qommittes, and Besclution reported, 58 ; Resolution
received and agreed to, 106; Bill presented, and read 1°, 122; negatived
on motion fur second reading, and discharged, 374.
REPORTS :—
Frowu :—
Registrar General, for 1864, % ... B 76
Board of Audit, Colonial Treasury ‘Accounts, 10, 279, 292 | cemeeeaaena| 2 |T4E, TES, TEE
Captain Mayne—alleged overcharge on Railway PO, 22 neveinniesnnnens| 2 3
Immigration Agent, 105, , A - 218
Buperintendent of 'EII:I:tnl: f['rt:]1.,grs'.1.ﬂ.1s1 fun 1663 4 Hﬂ- P - 201
Engineer-in-Chief, on Fitzroy Dry Dock, 135 .. . coiiimniinnirinann] 1 G875
Commissioner of Hoada, 135 ., ... rermmEnmman it 4 11 941
Deputy Surveyor General—Fuoblic Suru.,ys T PSPPI I 1
Astronomer—Geodetio Burvey, 145 . PR 9
Clommissioners, on condition of H.'J.rh-rmr |:-f l"'urt .]'u.dr.san (PL‘DEEEHL 393 wes-] 1 B7S
Commizsioner for Railways, 309., .. P R - 21
Corporation of Sydney— ﬂfl::mgr.,&dl “EEE ... R N a4
Board of Inquiry, on Explosion in Bridge-stroct, 4[.“3 e I - S35
Board of Visitors, Tarban Creek Lunatic Asylum, 405 passatassanrras| & 245
Board of Manu.gclncut of Government Asylums, 420 .. ... iiveiannaiinas| B 241
Branpiug COMMITTEES (—
Btanding Orders—Proposal to dispense with 63th Standing Ovder, 172 , 1 603
SELECT COoMMITTERS \—
In veply to Governor's Opening Spﬁ-ﬂﬂh .
Parrsmatta River Bteam Company's Bill, 105 .. ... . ki 425
Clavence and New England Steam \Tsn'trru.tmn Cm:npuny s Hﬂl 19: . a 507
William Goodin, 260 .. .. is 3 285
Exchange of Land Beots Chureh S}duej.r Lap'al]amg ]31]] 36 . weres| B 616
Standard Weights for Agricaltural Froduee, 335 .. .. vaves s aassss| B 401
P:tt.!.tlgat'l‘ramwa}r 155 ... T I - i
Presant Btate of the Oolony (meess‘.u 462 . B - 599
Reserve, Lovender Bay (Frogress), 475 ., veneeeas| B 15
Froposed Amendments in Llc:,tnral Actof l“-aﬂl {P:nglma] 47 . P | 733
Eeserves under Orown Lands Alienotion Act (Progress), 477 o.ooieianane| 3 Kl
RESERVES (See " CROWN LANDS)
BESIGNATION (* 8ee » MINISTRY'; also “SPEAKER.”)
REBOLUTTONS :—
Faoar ComMrrTeE oF THE WHOLE :—
Deported, 52, 93 (2), 107 (2), 156 (2), 163, 174, 220, 205, 874, 421, 429, 474,
Agreed to, 60, 106 (), 107 (2), 156, 165, 174, IBEI F20), 404, 421, 422, 474. |
Frouw CoMMITTEE 0F WAYE AND MEARS :—
Reported, 210, 234, 235 (2), 465,
Apreed to, 235 (3), 4686,
Froy CoxMMITTERE OF SUPPLY :—
Reported, 236, 341, 365, 569, 421, 430, 456,
Apreed to, 885, 341, 456, 447, 488, 465
REBOURCES (See » MINERAL.")
RETIREMENT (8es “SPFEAKER.")
RETRENCHMENT :(—
In Tae Prerio EXPEFDITURE :—
Correspondence respecting, laid on Table, 279 .. connas| 1 615
REVENULE, CONSOLIDATED FUKD BILL (See ™ ‘G0 NSOLIDATED ™ '. algo
“ NORTHEEN.")
RICE (Bee = TARIFF.")
RIORDAN, CHARLES (See » GRIEVANCER.")
RIVERINE INSTRICT :—
Despatch respeeting separation of, from Fow South Wales, 1aid on Table, 202 1 f53
Motion made for Correapondence with the Secmf.nr}r of State for the Lnlunlna
in reference to, 364 ; laid on Table, 336 .. ... A T T T T TN IR ' 665
ROADS :—
Eaport from Commissioner for, Iaid on Table, 188, oo vaiiiiiannnrsnain] 1 1
Awp Rattway Heromss:— |
Return to Order (last Session), laid on Table, 10 oo vvivvevisssssrriinnnnaeg 1 025

Moxeys TOTED FOR I—
Motion made for Return shewing amonnt of, unexpended, 52
Iz Camreertrows DNSTRICT :—
Petition presented from wnemployed, praying the expenditure of sums voted
for repair of, 65
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BROADE (eontinued ) :—
SUBORDINATE AND Mison:—
Return specifving Balances on Minor; laid on Table 114, 181 ... .c0vuiunes] 1) 937, 929
Schedule of Classification of Subordinate; laid on Table, 8688., .. ... ..00uenn| 1] 031
rL'uttn ditto Hoads Branch ; laid on Table, 364, 1 37
Motion made for Committee of the Whole to consider an Address for money
for the construetion of, 132 ; House in Committee, and resalution reported,
a6 agreed to, 165, |
Motion made for Report from Engineer of Roads, relative to non-sxpenditure
of Money voted for Northern Districts, 164 ; laid on Teble, 209 ,.......] 1 959
HEsER¥ATIONZ FOR, 1N DEEDZ OF GRANT — '
Resolutions moved in reference to, and Debate adjourned, 163 ; Debate resumed
and concluded, 294,
Laxn Takex vor Popoie —
Mul-ituu glzsllsﬂu for eopies of Jorrespondence with Mra. Susan Oakes, in reference
o, 326, ;
To BUREAGORANG 1=
Motion made for & Committee of the Whale to consider an Address for Funds
:ﬂr. g:g'l; Homse in Comnittee, and Resolution reported, 374; agresd
o, 4232, |
Trusr Aocorxrs:— i
Laid on Table, 162 ...... 0o iiiiisiainninsrssranennnnansnsemnnaaad 11 851
CampeELLTOWE TRUST i— | |
Motion made for Correspondence in reference to appointment of Trustees, 326 )
I L e RPN I | ag7
ROBERTSON, JOHN, ES0, :—
Writ certifying Retorn of, a3 Member, 1; sworn as Member, 33 ; soat vacated
by acceptance of office, 265,
ROD i &ee ~ LSHER.")
HOPER, ML, W.:— ]
Mation made for depositions taken in conncction with the confinement and |
death of, 525 ; lawd on'Table, 481 .. is it iiis e ciiiininnecsnnnnnel B GED
RULES :— |
Uy Cooer— 1
Taid on Table, 16, 441, 481 L. .o ciirinnn s inssrsasnncrrssnsannes] 1 [T45, TAT, 759

BUN (See “OROWN LANDS.")
RUSH, T. I). {See * GRIEVANOES.")
RUTTER, MRS, C. (See *GRIEVANCES,)

S

BALARIES . —
OrF roTuRE GoVERNOES AXD MixisTens (—
Besolution moved in reforence to, and House counted out, 45 ; Resolulion again
moved, 103,
C1vil EMPLOYES 1=
iIﬂti;igﬂg made for Return shewing names and ealarics of, 234 ; laid on Table,
SALE, SECRET BILLS OF, AMENDED PREVENTION RBILL [SBee
“AMENDED.") . |
SALMON, T. A. (See * ADMINISTEATION OF JUSTICE.") |
SAMUEL, SAUL, ESQ..— I
Issue of Writ for Wellington, in room of, reported, 1; Writ returned, and
Member sworn, 49,
BCAD :—
Iy SHEEP :—
Motion made for Return shewing the number of, intected with, in the Colony,
an lat November, 1865, 153 ; laid on Table, 162, .. oouo i ihiriiinnnan
Regulations under Act of 1362, laid on Table, 218 .. .0 v vr e vr covnnene cnne
SCAB IN SHEEFP ACT CONTINUATLION AND AMENDMENT BILL :—
Motion made for Committee of the Whole to consider the popriety of
introducing, 187 ; Hoose in Committes, Besolution veported, anﬁ agTeed
to, 320 ; Bill prosented, and voad 1%, 330 ; Message No, §, from Governor,
in reference to, 223; Bill read 2° committed, reported, and Report
adopted, 227 : read 59, passed, and sent to Legislative Couneil, 28
returned by Cooneil with an Amendment, 251: House in Commities,
Amendment agreed to, 252; Message to Council, 252 ; Assent reported,
i EE AN B B AN N A A S A N RS RA A AN A s
SCHEDULE :(—
OF AMERDMENTS :—
Made by Counedl, in Bills froin Assembly, 231, 258, 341, 303, 430, 457, 478,
_ Made by Assambly in Billa from Cooneil, 316, 354, 592,
BOHOOL (See “CHURCH AND SCHOOL.'™)
SCOTS8 CHURCH BYDNEY EXCOHANGE OF LAND LEGALIZING BILL
(See » EXOHANGE"™)
SC00TT (See » ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.")
SEAT :— -
VacaTED, 2, 2645, 2535, 472,
SECRETARY (SBee “COLONIAL.™)
SECRET BILLS OF BALE, AMENDED, PREVENTION BILL (Beeg
AT ENI]EH."J-
SERLECTIONS (Bee “CROWN LANDR.)
SESSI0ON :—
Orexisg or, 1.
Crosrse oF, 483,

L)
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BESSIONAL :—
URDRRS [—
Businass Days, 10
Days {for Precedence of Government Business, 10, 443,
Days for Precedence of Private Busineas, 10.
Formal Motions and Orders of the Day, 10.
Resumption of Committee of Supply, 11.
Ditto, Ways and Means, 11.
Transmission of Messages between the two Houses, 11.
Balloting for Belect Commiltees, 11.
Euntry of (uestions and Answers on Voles, 11,
Voto of Chairman of Select Committee on Frivate Bill, 11,
Library Committes, 11, 50,
tanding Orders Comunittes, 11, 50.
Refreahment Room Committes, 11
SEWERAGE - —
avn Waten BUrPpLy (— {
Report upon, for 1365, laid vn Table, 386, (.o vvviii i nariranns ce| B $33
SHORTHAND WRITER —
Leave granted to scermpany Committee on Visits of inspection, 225,
SHOVELLER (See = ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE")
SMALL DEBTS EECOVERY AMENDMENT BILL:—
Motion made for leave to introduce and leave granted, 123: presented and
vend 17, 123+ read 2°, Committed and Progress reperted, 156, 219 Honse ]
in Committes and no Beport made, 347, i
SMOKE NUISANCE -ABATEMENT BILL:—
Received from Legislative Council, read 17, 181 ; vead 27 Commitied. reported
with an Amendment, and report adopted, 310, read 3°, passed and returned
to Council with an Amendment, $16; Mesaage from Counneil communi-
eating agreement to Amendment, 341 Assent reported, 433,
SPEAKER :—
Reports issue of Writs, 1, 201,
Reports return of Writs, 1, 2, 40, 67, 235, 201,
Governor's Bpesch on opening Farliament read by, 5
Reports Proclamation declaring Blection valid, 2,
Reports Presentation of Address in reply to Governor's epeuing Speech, 3.
Reports resignetion of Seat, 471,
Costing Vote given by, 465 (2), 474,

WABRANT OF 1—

Appointing Commities of Elections and Qualifications, 2, 285 maturity of,
reported, and Members sworn, 25, 316, 824,

RETIMEMERT OF i— |

Address of the Honorable John Hay, Esquire, upon the, 27; Letter from,
reported by Clerk, 34,

Eurctios or W. M. Arvorn, Esquink, as, 85,

Presented to Governor, 37, |
Commission to administer oath to Members, 59
Vore oF Traxes To Jogw Hay, EsQuike.—
Motlon made for, and carried, 45; Speaker reporls communication of, 57
Letter in reply, reported, 83,
RuLikg oF :— :
In reference to.— i

Bill containing clauses for the appropriation of Public Moncy, 85, 114, 131. |

Amendment proposed ot being refavant to a Bill under eongideration, 98,

Address to the Crown in relation to a Bill depending before Parliament, 38,

Allusions to matier pending before Committee of the Whale, 173

(lanse introduced in Bill by Couneil intertering with privileges of Assembly, 232,

Cuestions put te Ministers, 556

Bill relating to Trads, $29.

DepPUTY (=

 Qommission to administer outh, vead by Clerk, 25,

SPEECH :(—

OF GOVERKOR :—

On opening Parliament, 3; Addvessin reply, 4 presented und reply reported, 3

OF BPrEAKER— |
On retirement from®oftice, 27,

APIRITS (See « TARIFF.")

SPIRITS, COLONIAL, DUTY BILL (See “COLONIAL")
EPRATT (see » ADMIKISTRATION OF JUSTICE.")
STAMPS —

Durres Acti— !
Begulations under, laid on Table, 145, 826 .00 eyoueiiesnmn e cesnssneeeneoad &1 467, 487
Motion made for Return shewing the expense of bringing into operation, 50;

Taid om Tablo, BEE .. 0 o orornn ceas s seaannrrsonnss ssnassnsnsrannacs]| o 489
Treasury Minuts {Exemption of widows) Iaid on Table, 379 ..o cvvvanines 3 4491
v COMMISSIONER FuR i—
Mation made for Correspondence relative to dismissal of, 106; Taid on Table, 138 | 1 GOT
BTANDALD :—
WEIGHT OF THE BUSHEL oF MATZE— 1
Fetition presented from the Lower Hawkeshury, praying the establishment of, i
29 . grdeved to be printed, 27 .. ... oieeaa]| 8 ekl
Clarence Hiver, 27 ; ordeved to be printed, 38°,...1 3 | a5
 Hawkesbury, 58; ordered to be printed, 84, | 3 397
Williams River District, 54 ; ordeved to be printed,!

WEiGRTS FOR AGRICULTTRAL PRODUCE :— | i

Belect Committee appointed to inguive into the propriety of the introduction |
of & Bill to fix, 92 power granted to send for persons and papers, m-i:| |
Petitions referred, 104 ; Report brought up, 355 ... o.ooiiiaaans ceaf 31 101
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BTANDARD WEIGHT OF MAIZE, WHEAT, BARLEY, AND OATS BILL —
Motion made for leave to introdoce, and leave granted, 369 i presented and
read 1°, 406; Bpeaker rules introduction of, informal, 429; Bill dis-
charged, 429,
BTANDING ORDERS :—
Eumugtge%appnintad, 11; suspension of, 234, 252, 462; Members substitated,
50, B02,
Question as to the propriety of dispensing with the &5th Btanding Order
referred to, 76; Report brought up, 172 adopted, 179, . . covrvr o venn s
STATE AID (See “ RELIGION.”)
BTATISTICAL:—
Rearsres laid on Table, 97, . 00 osveveie e e sros conaes vaerassn s nsonenns
BTATISTIOS (See “ CROWN LANDS"; also “ GAOL.")
BTEAM, CLARENCE AND NEW ENGLAND, NAVIGATION COMPANY'S
BILL (See * CLARENCE.")
Pagramarra BrveR Coumrany’s Brun (See  PARRAMATTA.™)
Posrat Service vid SUEz :—
Amendment moved, on Motion for Committee of Bupply, in reference to the
Contract for, 248,
Despateh conveying Contract with P, and 0. Company for, laid on Talle,
Correspondence between Vietoria and New Sonth Wales, respecting, laid on
Table, 341 ooovnnn i i ciianae s
Postar SBeevics »id Paxams :—
Correspondence vespecting, laid on Table, 351 ... veisinirinnrvrnsnnnn..
HResolution moved in reference to, and negatived, 381, 479,
BT. JOHK'S (SBee * MUNICTPALITIES. ")
BT. PAUL'S (Hee “ MUNICIPALITIES.")
SUBORDINATE (See = ROADS.")
BUEZ (Sea * BTEAM™; also “ POSTAL.")
SBUPERANNUATION :—
(ZRARTED UNDER 27 Vic, No. 11:—
hMotion made for papers connected with the Buperannuation of Messrs, Hunt,
Greenhill, Wilkinson, Fergusen, Crock, Crommer, Kingsmill, Leanon,
Nelson, Mayne, and Christie, 39; laid on Table, 138 .. ..., ... .o.. ...
Account current of the, Fond for 1865, laid on Table, 288 .. .. ... ..ot on..
Eesolutions moved in reference to Allowances under the, Act, 332, reaoinded,
&TE,
SUFPPLY :—
Days for Committee of, appointed, 11.
House in Committee of, 147, 235, 541, 342, 365, 369, 587, 303, 414, 431, 430,
437, 447, 456,

Resolution reported from Committes of, 335, 341, 365, 360, 421, 430, 458,

Resclutions agreed to, 233, 541, 436, 447, 463, 465,

Amendment moved on motion for Committes of, 242, 565, 414,

Order of the Day discharged, 466,

SUPREME COURT :—
Ruoies oF:—

Laid on Table, 16, 441, 481, . .. 0 rn i iivn e aevsn e an e s srsasrnn s nian
SBURVEY (Bee also * RAILWAY.")

GERODETIC :— .

Report from Astronomer, recommending completion of, laid on Table, 145, .,
SBURVEYOR (See * GRIEVANCER.™)
BURVEYS :—

Puoanio :—
Report from Depuly Surveyor General in reference to the state of, laid on
Table, 145 ........

IR TR T ETE

SUSPENSION (Bee “BTANDING ORDERS.")

BYDNEY (8ee “TUNIVERSITY,” *“GRAMMAR SCHOOL" “MINT"; alg
“ CORFORATION.”) !
Wesr :— E

Tszue of Writ for Vacancy in Electorate of, reported, 1; Return of ditte, 1,
2585; Member for, sworn, 2, 83, 291, 203 ; Seat for, vacated by acceptance
of office, 265, 256.
EYDNEY MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY'S INCORPORATION BILL :—
Received from Legislative Couneil and read 1%, 303; read 2°, Committed,
reported, and Report adopted, 847; read 89 passed, and returned to
Couneil, without sinendment, 354 ; Assent reported, 483,

SYDNEY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL POWERS EXTENSION BILL :—

Motion made for leave to introducs, and leave granted, 5%2; presemted and
read 1°, 407 ; Order of the Day for second reading and Dill discharged, 474,

T

TANNERIES (Ses = WILSHIRE.")
TARBAN CREEE (Ses LUNATIC.™
TARIFF ;:—
Petition presented in reference to, from Tobaceo Manofacturers, 161 ; ordered
to be printed, 1BL .. oo, v e o e cene s ae ar e s e e e n e ae e e s
Do, do., from Licensed Victuallers, 165 : ordered to be
P <
Do, do., Public Meeting in Sydoey, 173, 134 ; ordered to
be printed, 180 Loy et s r i aian cn e s e e s e s an e en
Resolutions embodying, reported from Committee of Ways and Means, 254, 835.
TAX (Baa ™ DOGE.") ’

603

217

167
173
175

431
163

743, 747,759

403
495
497
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TELEGRAPH :—
Evrzpraic:—
Roport from Buperintendent, for 1865-4, laid on Table, 185, .0 vuvscvverennss| 2
Return in comnection with working of, laid on Table, 172 . . vvisvsincnvnss]| 2
TENANTS (See " CROWN LANDS.")
THANKS (Hee * SPEARKER.™)
THOMSON, THE HON, . DEAS —
Message requesting attendance of, before Select Committes, 65 ; reply, 91
TIMBER :—
LICENSES TO CUT =
Besolution moved in reference to fees charged for, 356; trausmitted to
Governor by Address, 406,
TITLE :—
Amendment of, made in Bill, 251, 375,
TOBACCO (See » TARIFE
TOTAILLA RUN (Bee © CROWN LANDI™) |
TOWNE (Bee “ CROWN LANDS.™) |
TRAMWAY (See FPIT'P-STREET.™)
TREABURER (See “COLONIAL™)
TREASURY (Sce « FINANCE."")
TREES (Bee » DISEASE.")
TRIALS, NEW LIMITATION BILL (See “ NEW." i
TRIENKIAL PARLIAMENT BILL :—
Motion made for leave to introduce, and leave granted, 194 ; presented and
rend 1%, 801 ; Ovder of the Day for second reading and Bill discharged, 847.
TRUBT (See *ROADS.™)
TULCUMBAH (See “ CROWN LANDA.")

U

ULTIMO (Sec “ RAILWAY.™)
UNIVERSITY :—
STDONEY :—
- Motion made for Correspondence respecting the practice of coaching at, 381.
USHER :—
oF Brace Rom j—
Delivers Message from Governor, 2,

A

VACANT (Hee “ SEAT."™)
VERDICTS AMENDMEKNT BILL:—

Motion made for leave to introduce, and leave granted, 309; presented and
rerd 19, 310; Order of the Day for eecond reading read, and Houae
counted out, 348 ; Motion made for second reading, and Debate adjourned,
385, Debate resumed, and Motion negatived, 439,

VILLAGEH® (8See * QROWN LANDS.")
VOLUNTEER : =
Conrs i—
Dieapateh relative to, Iaid on Table, 292, .. .. vn vt cnrnnrns on
VOLUNTEER BILL :— |
Motion made for a Committes of the Whole to consider the propriety of] t
VOTE introducing, #8; Order of the Day for Committes discharged, 304,

Of Chairman of Belect Committee {Sessional Order), 11.
or THARES, 45, 57, 85,
or Cexsyng, 173, 180, 187, 194, 202, 210, 265,
oF BpraxzE, 463 (2), 474
OF OnEprr (See * CovsoripaTenp REveste Fusp Binn.™)
VOTES :(—

Entry of Questions and Answers upon ( Sessional Order), 11.

w

WADE, GEORGE (See * GRIEVANCER™)

WALLALLA (See “CROWN LANDS")

WARDERS (Bee = GAOL.")

WARRANT (8es » BPEAKER.")

WATER (See = CORPORATION.")

WATERVIEW BAY (2 ~ EXPLOBION.™)

WAYS AND MEANS :—
Sesaional Order in referencs to, 11.
Estimates of, for 1866, laid on Table, 1468, 841 .. .. .ccovevevvnsssnasanasrs
House in Committee of, 148, 210, 341, 465,
Resolutions reported from Committes of, 210, 235 (2), 465, |
Resolntions agreed to, 285 (3), 466 i
Amendment moved on motion for Jommittes of, 178, 180, 187, 194, 202, 210, 465.1
Buspension of Standing Orders in referenece to, 234, |
Order of the Day discharged, 466,
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WEEKES, THE HON. . O..—

Message requesting attendanee of before Select Committes, 08; Reply, %1,
WEIGHT (See * STANDARLD.”) i
WELLINGTON (See » SAMUEL.") -
WENTWORTH {3ee * POLICE MAGISTRATE.) !
WHARF (=ee “ BRIDGE.") * |
WHEAT (Bee “ 3TANDARD.™)

WILKINSON (Bee « SUPERANNTUATION.

WILLIAMS, THE (See* BURDEKIN" ; also ¥ MAKTON.™) |

WILSHIRE, M. A, F.:— i
TARSERIES 1= |

Motion made for adoption of Beport of Select Committes (Tasl Session), €89,
WILSON J. B, ES(. -—

Acceptance of office by, 2685 ; scat declared vacent, 286 ; sworn as Member, 231,
WINDEYER W. 0., EfQ. —

Retwern of Writ of Election of, reported, 285 ; sworn as Member, 200
WINDSOR (See © BRITMGE.")

WINES (See “TARIFE.")

WITNESSES (See "GDUHG"-."{}

WOOLLEY, THE LATE REV, DR, .—

Motion mads for Committee of the whole to consider an Address in aid of

the family of the late Professor, 435, House in Committee,—no Report
mude, 474,

WOLLONGONG (See * HARBOURS.")

WRITS :—

Issue of, reported by Speaker, 1.

Retorn of, reported, 1, 49, 67, 285, 201,

Irregularity in return of, roported, 2.

Y

TASS:—
ELECTORATE OF i—
Seat for, declared vacant, 2, 286,
Retorn of Writ reported, 67, 291 ; Member sworn, 67, 251,
Polling places cancelled in Electorate of, laid on Table, @ .. .o iaiiiiiiin s
Guaon (See * GAOQL")
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' 1865.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

PUBLIC SURVEYS.

(REPORT FROM DEPUTY SURVEYOR GENERAL, RESPECTING STATE OF)

Ordered by the Legiclative Assembly lo be Printed, 20 November, 1865,

DErPUTY STRYVEYOR GENERAL fo SUnvETOR (FENERAT,

Surveyor General's Office,

Syduey, 6 July, 1865.
Sim,

The delays and difficulties experienced in carrying out the provisions of
the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, together with the annually increasing number
of employés in that branch of the Survey Department which deals exclusively with

maps, lead to a consideration of the subject, with a view to ascertaining how it is that 50

numerous a stafl’ of officers, who, in zeal and ability will compare most favouwrably with
those of any of the public departments, cannot keep down the arrears of work, which
are now as great as t}te:,"were two years ago, without any probability of their becoming
much less; while at the same time, in the face of all this expenditure, the general maps
are wearing out faster than they can be prepared, with the prospect that in 1866 the
Squatting Districts will be open to conditional purchase before proper maps can be pre-
pared on which to chart the measurements. It is true that, under the Act above
mentioned, the general maps, in consequence of the continual reference to them rendered
necessary, do not last more than half the time they did funuerly ¢ still it iz very evident
that this is not the cause of the present stato of the department, and eertainly no reason
for the non-production of maps in such numbers as to keep the department constantly
supplied with them, and at the same time to allow the public to participate in them at
a trifling cost. The real cause is that the general maps are not sufficiently reliable to
admit of their publication ; lithographs of a few have been completed, but with the
exception of a few more in course of recompilation, nothing further ean be dome at
present.

This stricture does not apply to plans of individual portions measured for sale,
nor does it affect titles =0 long as the original surveys are preserved ; neither is the un-
satisfactory state of the public maps attributable to errors of construction which care
and skill might rectify, but to the defective data from which they were originally pre-
pared, arising from the following cireumstances, viz, :—

First,—TFrom the use of the Magnetic Meridian, an obviously unsuitable basis,
constantly changing, subject to local and seeular variations, governed by
laws so inserntable that no rules can be laid down to regulate the direetion

of
130—
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of future surveys, so that even an approach to accuracy might be arrived
at in putting together, in the form of a general map, the work of different
gurveyors, performed with different instruments, without adjustment fo a
general standard, and extending over a number of years, during which no
record has been kept of the secular variation of the needle.

Secondly,—From the defective nature of the old surveys of leading features
(chiefly rivers and ranges), which are taken, in the absence of any other
data, as the basis of our county maps, while very few of them were
made with a view to their application to such purpose, being, more properly
speaking, sketches rather than surveys, made many years ago, at a time
when only a rough approximation to the geographical character of the
eountry was required, and when the value of the land was considered
searcely worth the cost of a good survey.

Thirdly,—From a practice which obtained amongst » number of surveyors, from
twenty to thirty years since, while engaged in marking out large grants,
where, instead of making the usual allowance for going up and down the
hills, they contented themselves with giving what wag called * good
measure,” or rather adding an extra link or so to the chain, and making
the messurement therewith, without any other allowance. Such 2 system,
it need scarcely be added, has given rise to errors that can neither be
corrected nor amended by any means short of vesurvey. :

The general maps being compilations of the surveys, old and new, put together as
the ekill and tact of the compiler may suggest, ave, from the reasons already detailed,
always subject to discrepancies and overlappings when newer and more reliable work
comes to be applied to them; so that after an existence of perhaps seven or eight years
as an office record, the map becomes obsolete, and a new compilation is commenced, based”
upon such more reliable work.

Furthermore, as the efficiency of the maps depends so entirely upon the skill of
the draftsmen who eompile them, instead of upon the accuracy of the data from which
they are to be compiled, it iz found unavoidable to employ many of the most skilful
officers in the capacity of compiling draftsmen, very much to the detriment of the
ordinary conduet of the office.

Sufficient has been said to shew how little satisfaction can be expected from the
present system, under which reliable maps can only be obtained after the whole of the
land has been alienated, or at least measured ; in fact, reversing the order in which they
should come before the public, who are more interested in learning what land there may
be still for sale than what has been sold.

How it happens that, after an experience of sixty years, the surveys of this Colony
are found to be in such a state, or why, in all this time, they have never advanced a
step beyond the method of messuring out land adopted by James Meehan, the first
Colonial Surveyor, at a period when neither the requirements of the Colony ealled for
nor its resources admitted of a better system, is nobt for me to inguire into ; but it is
sufficient to say, that every other British Colony of one-fourth of the importance of
New South Wales has adopted either one or other of the great modern improvements
in surveying—geodetic or trigonometrie.

Considersble progress having been made during the last seven or eight years in
one or hoth of the above systems’in Vietoria, I was induced to apply for and obtained
authority to visit Melbourne, in conjunction with my visit to the Southern Districts,
and to endeavour, from personal examination, to form an opinion of their merits and
applicability to the wants of this Colony, as well as to judge of many other improve-
ments in the methods of dealing with the public lands, said to be far in advance of the
gystem pursued in this Colony. .

Before quitting this very unpleassnt task of pointing out defects in the conduct o
the department in which I have advanced so successfully, I do most earnestly protesy
against the continuanee of the system now in use—a system not only most unsatisfactory
in its present state, both to the public and to those immediately concerned therein, but

ong
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éne which tends vastly to increase and multiply the labours of the department. Each year
that passes by bears not only its own share of desultory labour, and adds to the number
of obsolete maps, but increnses by its quota the smount of compilation to be done over
and over again, each time the maps have to be recompiled. Some of the county maps
have now been so reconstructed four times, having thus cost almost as much as a triangu-
lation of the ares, and the production of a map the accuraey of which eould not be
impeached, and which might have been produced in great numbers at a small advance
upon the cost of engraving and printing.

Taking advantage of the permizsion granted to me by Mr. SBecretary Wilson to visit
the Colony of Victoris, T arrived in Melbourne on the 11th July, and waited upon the
Ministers for Lands and Works, and was by them introduced to the executive officers of
their departments, throogh whose kindness I was, during the following week, without,
I hope, trespassing too much upon their time, made acquainted with those subjects by my
inguiries upon which I considered the Survey Department of this Colony might possibly be
most benefited. These were, in the first place, torned to the trigonometric and geodetic
surveys, and to the system through which these operations of a highly scientific character
are brought into practical use ; and I found that the triangulation had advanced so far as
to divide those portions of the territory in which the physical features of the country
would admit of it (amounting to about two-thirds of the Colony) into triangles, the sides
of which vary from twenty to sixty miles in length ; and in those localities in which surveys
and alienation are being most actively pressed (perhaps one-fourth of the Colony) these
primary triangles are again split up into others, becoming smaller and smaller, until a net-
work of fixed points, sufficient in number to check the accuracy of the most detailed
gurvey, is thrown over it

The geodetic survey is based upon the triangulation, and slthough condueted tipon
the most thoroughly scientific principles, is an operation of a more practical character,
itz object being to trace out upon the actual surface of the ground, the boundaries of the
areas to be subdivided by contract, thus confining the usual incongruities of ordinary
practical survey within fixed and known limits.

Up to the present time, the sum of £85,000 appears to have been about the ecost
of this triangulation, including so much of the commencement of the geodetic survey as
was, unavoidably, without practical result. This expenditure has extended through a
period of five or six years, and in consequenee of the heavy expenditure incurred during
the early part of it, in clearing hills and measuring the base line, 1 cannot but think that
a more judicious selection could have been made in the position chozsen for the commence-
ment of the work., Taking it as a whole, however, the amount is not great, when weighed
against the permanent advantages resulting from a system of messurement wnder which
all perceptible error in survey can be eliminated. Economically it will be for a few years
before any direct saving will result, although land is being brought ‘forward for sale under
this system at half the cost of the scattered measurements unaveidable in New South
Wales.

The computations, and also the supervision of the survey parties carrying on the
triangulation and laying out the geodetie lines, are under the direction of the Colonial
Astronomer, the duties of the SBurvey Department commencing only with the measure-
ment of the land for sale.

The geological survey of Vietoria has been undertaken principally to identify and
establish the areas in which gold and valuable minerals may be sought, and to place
before the public the result in a practical form. To do this, it was necessary that the
boundaries of each space oceupied by a different geological formation should be traced on
the ground, and shewn upon maps varying in seale according to the importance of the
formation under consideration, the amount of survey and detail varying accordingly.

Next in importance eomes photo-lithography which is principally used in reducing
and printing the plans of large areas which have been subdivided by contract, ita great
advantage being rapidity of production, in example of which I was informed that as many
as 470 separate plans were, on one occasion, reduced and completed ready for printing off
‘the stone, in the short space of six weeks, by the photographer and one assistant.
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I also found that engraving on metal, and printing from its impression {ransferred
to stome, was employed where large issues of maps were requirad,

With reference to the operation termed in this office © charting,” and to the com.
pilation of new maps—a subject which has eugaged much of our attention lately, with a
view to overcoming arrears, and devising some system by which the greatly inereasing
labour of compiling may be redoced—I may state that I was unable to derive any infor-
mation or suggestion of value from the practice of Vietoria ; the system of survey by
triangulation and geedetically tracing out upon the ground the boundaries of areas to be
subdivided, having practically done away with future compilation as soon as the fiest map ia
made; and charting (after the position of large blocks of measurements had been
accurately determined by geodetic survey) iz merely an operation of reduecing and trans-
ferring from one map to another on a smaller scale.

The same almost may be said of the preparation of deeds, under a system of
division of large arear into parishes, sections, and portions for alienation, the whole of which
arve marked out at the same time, and the relative positions of which are so well known,
that the deed has little to do beyond expressing the fact that a title is given fo a certain
portion of land, not to be mistaken for any other, through the fact of there being no other
portion to which the same number or numbers of conterminous portions could possibly

apply.

The practice of preparation of deeds is very simple and inexpensive. A blank form
of deed being filled up from the plan complete, as a draft, and carefully examined, a copy,
on parchment deed form, is then made, from which a second copy is prepared (one heing
for delivery and the other for record) by a second person, so that the second copy and
draft only have to be eowpared, unless errors ave detected. The dvaft copy is then filed
away for record in the Survey Office. The cost of engrossing is eight-pence each. The
drawing of diagrams on deeds is simplified in the same manner, as no connections or
names of adjoining proprietors have to be shewn, all that is required being care and
aecuracy in entering the distonces (no bearings are used), the numbers of adjoining
portions, and the north point, Under such a ecomplete system of survey only could so
simple & method be adopted. The cost of such diagrams is only five-pence each.

The duties of the Surveyor Gemeral ave almost exclusively of a professional
character; and, as o matter of economy, T think his labours are well bestowed in thus
attending so entirely to the supervision of the numerous staff of oflicors under his divection.
The administrative duties of the department ave performed by the Assistant Commis-
stoner of Lands and Survey, who iz also an olicer of the Survey Department.

There are eleven diztriet surveyors, assisted in their offices by an equal number of
draftsmen, the duties of which officers are to see that surveys (contract or otherwise) are
properly performed, and that the plans sent in ave sufficiently complete to allow of their
being at onee photographed for printing when received in Melbourne ; any further ervors
which may be discovered in the final examination (in Melbourne) being corrected upon
the stone after the transfer of the photograph.

The roads of all classes are under the control of the Commissioner for Roads, being
thus entirely distinet from the Survey Department. In Victoria the roads may be readily
managed thus, beeanse the surveys are much more recent than in New South Wales, and
have been earried out with striet regard to the probable future requirements of the country
in roads ; whereas, in this Colony, three-fourths of the alienated land had passed from the
Crovn in the early days of the Colony, beflors steps were taken to anticipate this want.

Before quitting the subject of my investigation into the system of survey adopted
in Victoria, I must testify to the f:nur’[q::s}r and kindness of the heads of the Survey,
Mining, and Geological Departments of that Colony, and that of their officers with whom
I was in eommunieation ; all those gentlemen having evinced a desive to give me the fullest
insight T could require into the working of their respective branches, and having taken
pleasure in pointing out means for my obtaining much valuable information which T eould
not otherwise have obtained,

The superiority of the system adopted in Victoria, compared to that in use in this
(Coleny, is most strikingly exemplified in the wonderful expapsion to which it has proved

equal
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equal in all its parts. Any other system than this combination of triangulation and
geodetic survey must have broken down, and probably utterly failed in production, under
the amount of pressure that has been put upon the department by the land legislation of
the last few years, during which it has been ealled upon to bring forward for sale or lease
more Jand than had been previously alienated since the commencement of the Colony.
This expansive power is entirely due to the perfection of the whole arrengements, from
the triangulation down to photo-lithography and the preparation of deeds ; all the opera-
tions and details of the system dovetail, as it were, into each other, and promote its main
objects—accuraey and despatch ; the arrangements of each branch being designed to
meet, by additional assistance (of ordinary character only, or of piece-work), any amount
of pressure that may be brought upon it. Again, all measurements made under triangu-
Intion ean be placed geographically in their true position by means beyond dispute;
and the mape prepared from such data may be engraved at onee, published, and distributed
without any fear that future mensurements may detect errors which had previously
escaped notice, and this at a cost little exceeding that of the emgraving, paper, and
printing.

Having, in the eommencement of this paper, pointed out the most prominent evils
resulting from want of proper system in the conduct of our surveye in New South Wales,
and having now shewn the corresponding advantages which are derived in Vietoria from
the opposite course adopted there, it now remains fo be shewn how far any of these
advantages may be applicable to the surveys of this Colony.

Tt is beyond a doubt that a general triangulation, similar to that of Victoria (but
omitting the geodetic survey), would be the most effectual remedy for past shortcomingz,
and the most perfect safegnard against o future recurrence of the evile complained of ;
and although its eost, in the first instance, would be heavy (not less than £10,000 per
annum, for a period of fifteen or twenty years), still the outlay would be repaid in time,
through the inereased facilities that would be given to the alienation of land, and, ou that
account, the expensze might perhaps be fairly met by loan.

A great work like this should not, however, be set on foot without means being
taken to ensure the provision for the whole or greater part of the necessary expenditure,
as required ; because a stoppage in the work while in progress, would ‘involve not only a
loss of all that had heen done in it, but also of the eurrent work of the Survey Depart-
ment, which, from the commencement of the new system, would have to be condueted
on a different prineiple, in anticipation of the triangulation.

Beyond the expense and delay of & general triangulation, it would be necessary
for the Surveyor General, or the officer who would be held responsible to the Government
for the eonduct of the work, to proceed to England, for the selection of two officers
eapable (from previous employment in irisngulation) of being entrusted with the
principal field and office work (past experience in the selection of twelve surveyors in
1855 pointing to the uncertainty of the result of selection, even when made by officers
of the greatest Buropean esperience, in chooging persons suitable to the requirements of
this Colony) ; also, it must be borne in mind that the eost of a triangulation of New
South Wales would exceed by four times that of Vietoria, as the difficulties and expenses
increase in a greater ratio than the aren to be surveyed. If, however, in consequence of
the delay and expense of a general triangulation, it should be determined to take some
remedial steps only, short of such triangulation, in order that the system of engraved
parish maps might be adopted at once, I would confine myself to recommendations more
within the present means of this Colouy, and propose to adopt the following modified
system of trizonometric survey:

1 would propose commeneing with four of the counties, the maps of which are
in the worst state of confusion, and to measure a base in each, with just sufficient
accuracy to enable a triangulation to be extended over its area, fizing points thereby,
whenever practicable (two miles apart, or thereabouts) ; and during the progress of this
preliminary work, the survey of parish boundaries could also be carried out in direet
connection with the triangulation. This done, we should have the outline of parish maps
securately determined, and the means at hand of checking the accuracy of all measure.
ments made within their boundaries, sither past or in anticipation ; and consequently, all

dificulty



6 PUELIC SURVEYS.

difficulty removed to the production of maps (indisputably correct), upon any scale and
in any numbers that might be found most snitable to the public convenience.

The principle of keeping up parish maps, on a large scale, for genersl use, is not
new, and was advocated by Mr. J. 8. Adam, in his evidence to the Board of Inguiry
institated by Mr. Secretary Wilson to inguire into this department, as one which would
be most satisfactory to the public; but its adoption, without triangulation, was not
recommended, owing to the impossibility of joining them together afterwards into county
maps. For example, the surveys of Cumberland are so compiled (and most useful maps
they have proved to be), but it has been found wholly impossible to join them ; and from
this cause, and no other, the Colony has remained to the present day without 2 map of
tts most iwportant county, and must probably remain so until a trigonometric survey of
it iz carried ont. The cost of a recompilation of the county with the necessary new
survey would equal the cost of a triangulation.

To earry out the system now recommended, and to enable the department, by
proceeding with four counties at a time, st once to grapple vigorously with its present
dificulties, would involve an increase to the present establishment, as shewn on the
Bchedule marked Appendix “ A” to this paper.

This increased expenditure to the already enormous cost of the Survey Depart-
ment, will occupy some years in the production of positively economic results in the
reduction of the present alienation staff of the department, but will =oon prove a source
of satisfaction to the public, whenever cheap and accurate maps can be abundantly
produred ; not only from that fact itsell, but from the saving of labour in the office which
iz now devoted to the almost hopeless task of compiling maps (which will in time become
ohsolete), and which might then be directed to current work now so much in arrear, and
therafore productive of o much dissatisfaction.

Of the geological survey, the advantages gained in Vietoria have been pgreat, in
directing mining enterprise to the localities in which it could be most advantageously
employed ; and of its appreciation by the mining community, forming a large section of
the Victorian public, I can bear testimony ; but I fear that the cost (which in Vietoris
appears to have been from £50,000 to £60,000) would debar its adoption in this Colony
in any such extensive or complete form. A great deal, however, might be attained—
perhaps sulficient for present requirements—if the labours of the Reverend W. B. Clarke
eould be reduced to a practical form, accompanied by illustrations and maps geologieally
coloured. These labours appear to embrace an examination of all the principal geological
features of the Colony, made at different times, throughout the period of his residence ;
and if the work is as complete as T have every reason to believe it to be, it could not be
replaced by geological survey costing less than £10,000 or £15,000.

The time and means at the disposal of the reverend gentleman are wholly inade-
quate to utilize the information collected by him ; and nothing short of his whole time for
two or three years devoted to it will prevent the lapse of these valuable labours, which
have cost the country some £5,000, an amount, however, which falls short of their value
(if such can be fairly estimated) ; and these data, if made available in the form recom.-
mended, would considerably reduce the necessity for services of a like character in
fature, and would for the present stand in the stead of a geological survey.

It iz a matier of regret that =o little geological knowledge iz to be found amongst
the surveyors in this department, especially those who have been educated in the
culﬂnj;, and now that the prineiple of training our future employés has become
established, it would be a matter of great moment if the means of obtaining some
knowledge of this science were available to the juniors during their probation in this
office, in the shape of an instructive collection of minerals and fasails, and books of
reference and instruction. In the event of a triangulation being carried out, a certain
amount of geological knowledge might be insisted upon, sufficient to enable them to
observe features and collect eharacteristic specimens, from which a skilful geologist could
point out the formation of the country so examined.

Ph-_:ltvu-lithagmphy is so little adapled to the method of survey at present in use,

that there would not be employment enough to warrant itz introduction at present for
. the
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the Survey Department alone ; but in connection with the Department of Public Works
and the Government Printing Establishment, T feel convineed that a considerable saving
might be effected by its introduction. The cost of apparatus and chemicals would be
about £200 or £300, and & building with the necessary light, &c., would probably cost
£500. The subsequent expense of earrying it on would be very trifling. Engraving on
metal, for the same reason, cannot be brought into general use ; but there is employment

for an engraver, and it is recommended thst an engagement should be entered into with
a suitable person.

I submit the result of my inquiries in reference to the preparation of deeds,
without any recommendation, as that is a branch of the department with which I have so
little to do, that I feel diffident in offering an opinion.

Before closing this paper, I cannot but remark on the manifest advantages resulting
in Victoria from the separation of the professional and administrative duties ; the former
being centred in the Surveyor General, and the latter in the Assistant Commissioner for
Lands. In this department, the professional oversight does not form the principal duty
of either the Surveyor General or myself; and in consequence of the amount of adminis-
trative duties falling upon esch of us, it is only to be expected that the action in many
cases is not so prompt or complete as it would be if the duty devolved upon one alone.

I have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
P. F. ADAMS,
Deputy Surveyor Genaral
APPENDIX A
BCHEDTULE.

Four Field Parties, at £1,214 each . .. £4.358
Clearing hills and erecting beacons 1,200
Office Establizhment 1,025
Engraving parish ma 350
Contingencies 250
£7,8581

—

Each Field Party to consist of and estimated at as follows, viz, :—

1 Burveyor ., £400
1 Field Assistant .., ... 150
1 Foreman, at 5s. per diem... 8l
3 Labourers ... 247
Equipment equipage 230
Forage allowance for Assistant, at 2s. 6d. per diem ... ... 46
Contingencies &0
£1.214

e

The Office Establishment to consist of and estimated at as follows, viz. :—

Computer in charge of triangulation £350
Compiler of parish maps ... 250
Assistant Computer ... 200
Draftamen ., .. 150
£1,025

I ———

. Bydoey : Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—~1505,
[Price, 64.)
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(REPORT FROM GOVERNMENT ASTRONOMER, BECOMMENDING.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 29 November, 1865,

GoverNMENT AsTRONOMER fo COoLONTAL SECRETART.

Grovernment Observatory,

Sydney, 18 Awgust, 1865,
BIm,

The following question has for some time occupied my earnest attention :—
* Considering all the circumstances of the Sydney Observatory, in what way ean it for
the present be made most generally useful ¥

(1) In my recent Report on this Observatory, I have furnished an Appendix
drawn up by Professor Airv—one of the highest authorities on such mntters—and the
following remark oceurs :—

“ It is probable that the provinee of New South Wales, and the continent of
* Australia generally, may be the seene of important geodetic and hydrographic
“ operations, either for the purpose of territorial survey of a high order, or for the
* seientific measures of arcs of meridian and ares of parallel. Works of this class
“ ghould originate from the S8ydney Observatory as starting point.”

I quite agree with this opinion, and consider that I canmot, in my scientific
capacity, serve the interests of the Colony better than by the measurement of an are of
the meridian, to serve as a sound basis for the future operations of the Burveyor, in
carrying out a new and complete triangulation of New South Wales,

(2) It is, I believe, admitted that there has never been any triangulation of this
Colony upon which sufficient reliance can be placed ; and it is equally certain that such
a work, properly carried out, is of the highest public importance.

(3.} To secure its due performance, it iz absolutely essential—irst, that the hase
line should be measured by bars cavefully compared with a standard measure, subjected
to the most delicate experiments for temperature, and the corrections thus obtained,
properly applied ; Secondly, that the principal stations should be carefully selected, and
have their latitudes and longitudes determined astronomically.

With respeet to the base line, to measure it by chains or by rods whose temperature
co-efficients are not obtained with rigid accuracy, would be faulty in principle, and would
certainly prove fatal in practice,

Even a comparatively small error would affect every triangle in the series, and
might be so augmented throughout the entire triangulation, that little reliance could be
placed upon the terminal measurements. Such a proceeding may be likened to a long
train of argument founded upon false premises.
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Tt iz of equal importance that the extremities of the base line, and the geographica
positions of the prineipal stations, should be determined by astronomieal instruments of a

superior class.

Such a series of stations, sclected, as far as possible, along a meridian of the
country, and once laid down with the highest attainable degree of aceuracy, would become
permanent reliable marks, available at any future time for the ordinary surveyor to
extend or verify his previous triangulation.

(4.) Such a work as this, requiring, as it does, a considerable knowledge of pure
mathematics and physical science, besides an intimate acquamtance with astronomical
ohservations and caleulations, seems to fall within the natural provinee of the Astronomer,
whose studies and attention have been directed to such matters as these; and this view
has been held in other countries where the same operations have been carried out.

(5.) I wish to express myself clearly that I do not propese to direct a complele
triangulation of New South Wales in all its details, or in any way to usurp the natural
funetions of the Surveyor Gleneral, who, with the intellizent and efficient stafl at his
command, is just as well able to carry out a defailed triangulation as myself.

I propose only to construct—if T may use the expression—the “back bone” of
the general triangulation, from the definite and reliable points of which the surveyors
may either proceed divectly, or, if circumstances should render it more expedient, work up
to, and thus verify, in the most accurate manner, their own branch work.

(6.) T will designate my proposed operations by the short title of * The Geodetic
Survey.” '

It would have for its object the exact measurement of an are of the meridian,
extending, if possible, from the frontier of Vietoria to that of Queensland, thus affording
new and valuable data for the solution of the problem relative to the figure of the earth:
The base line measured for this purpose would be from six to eight miles in length, and
should be determined within a fraction of an inch. The extremities of this line, as well
as the series of astronomically determined stations in the vieinity of the meridian, would
be identified at any future time by permanent marks, so that they would always be
available for future geographieal or trigonometrical operations.

Moreover, this Geodetic Survey would comprise the determination of the magnetie
bearings and other magnetic elements of each station, as well as their heights above the
mean sea level, with an accuracy unattainable by ordinary methods. The practical
importance of rigid magnetic observations alone eannot be too much enlarged upon ; for
not only is it impossible to obtain them without the aid of such delicate instruments as
those used in this Observatory, but so great is the local influence in Australia, that it ia
only by a series of observations carefully made and reduced, that true results for any
individual station can be obtained.

(7.) I have thus far endeavoured to point out the importance of & Geodetic
Survey, not only per s¢, but also in its relation to a retriangulation of the Colony.

Tt cannot supersede the latter, but I do think that, to a certain extent, it ought to
precede it—especially in the measurement of the base line. At the same time, it would
be quite unnecessary for the general triangulation to be deferred until the termination af
the Geodetic Survey ; on the contrary, it might be commenced at any time, as for some
time this work would be quite independent of mine. The one, indeed, 1= urgently needed
for the necessities of the country ; the other is equally essential to render it complete
and sure.

(8) I am of opinion that this Geodetic Survey may be completed with an
annual grant of £1,000 for five years ; and with this view, T recommend that the sum of
£1,000 be placed upon the Estimates for the year 1866.

Most of the instruments required for the purpose are already in the Colony, or
can be readily obtained ; and T believe I may state that the Astronomer Royal of England
would willingly render any further assistance that might be needed, in order to earry out
what he believes to be a most important work.

I have, &c.,
GEORGE R. SMALLEY,
Government Astronomer.

Syidney : Thomas Rlchards, Govermnent Printer~1505

[ Price, 3d.]
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

NEW SOUTH WALES.

MRS. HALCROW.

{POCUMENTS RESPECTING HER CLAIM FOR COMPENSATION.)

-

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 20 March, 1866,

RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative
Assembly of New South Wales, dated 7 March, 1866, Th&t there
be laid upon the Table of this House,—

“ Copies of the Petition of Mrs. Halerow, of Shoalhaven,
“to the Government, for compensation for injury done by
** recent floods to an allotment of land purchased from the

“ Crown by her late husband, and all other documents in
“ conneetion with this claim.”

(Mr. Garrett.)

SCHEDULE.
Wi

L. Petition of Mary Ann Halcrow, respecting loss of land by flood., . . . .
2. Certificate from Bench of Magistrates, dee., same subject | .- .
3. Certificate of James Graham, same aubject , ' e e .
4. B.C.—Under Becretary for Lands to Eurveyor General, ET Aprl] 1865..
&. Burveyor Genoral's Report (with tracing). 29 May, 1865., ‘e .
6. B.C.—TUndar Becretiry for Ladds to Surveyor General, for farther report. 2 Ju.ur:, lsh

)
B
(]
a1

:,.;l.‘-:mmmb&tawl

7. Burveyor General to Burveyor Arnheim, for report. 27 June, 1865 . .- . .

B Do Do, reminder. 14 November, 1885, , .

& B.C. —-Eusr'reynr General to Under Encrata.:'y for L:mﬂe,1 fm-m.rﬂmg- report. 20 Februuqr,
186

e aa o T

10, Report of Sunraym' &mhm.m {wﬂ,h tramng} 2‘? Janu.sr_r. ISES o e .
11. Under Secretary for Lands to Mrs, Haleraw, refusing cumpenaatmn i H,u.rch 1846, , .

e 20 G

79—

11
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MRS, HALCROW.

No. 1.
Perrriox.

To the Honorable the Minister for Lands, New South Wales. .
The humble Petition of Mary Ann Halerow, widow, of Nowra, Shealhaven,—

MosT RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH:—

That tjruur Petitioner, prior to the lamentable flood of 1860, was the
owner of 68 acres of land situated at Long Point, on the Shoalhaven River, from which
land she derived a rental of forty pounds per year.

That the said 68 acres of land were purchased from the Crown on the 22nd
December, 1846, by her late husband, for the sum of one hundred and two pounds.

That the smount expended on the said land in improvements, such as clearing,
stumping, buildings, and fencing, must be little short of four hundred pounda,

at the February flood of 1860 swept over the said land, completely destroying
53 acres of the said farm, the remaining 15 acres being covered with drift sand, which in
some parts has whelly buried the fencing.

Your Petitioner, therefore, most humbly yet earnestly implores you to take her
unfortunate ease into your favoursble consideration, and that you will be pleased to grant
her such redress as the sad calamitous visitation may (in your opinion) entitle her under
80 n.fﬂictini a dispensation of Divine Providence.

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

MARY ANN HALCROW.

No. 2.

Cerrrrrcate FROM BrExcw of Masistrates, &c.

W=, the undersigned magistrates and residents of the Shoalhaven District, have much
pleasure in recommending Mrs. Halerow to the Minister for Lands, az a person most
wurth%tu receive compensation for the loss sustained to her farm at Long Point, in the

t February flood of 1860,
gres ¥ JAS. ALDCORN, J.P.

ALFRED ELYARD, J.P.
A. K. MACKAY, 1P
And 6 other Signatures.

No. 3.
CErriricate oF Me, JauEes Gmramas.

1 EAvE examined Mrs. Halcrow's 68 acres of land at Long Point, Shoalhaven River, and
find about 53 acres of land totally destroyed, and quite unfit for cultivation. The other
15 acres are covered with drift sand and may suit for grazing purposes, but this is mere
conjecture.

The buildings are totally destroyed, and fencing, I find, with elight exception, all
carried away. In some parts, the remaining posts are covered to the top with sand and

shingle.
JAMES GEAHAM.

No. 4.

B.C.—UrDER SECRETAERY FoR Laxps fo SURVEYOR GENERAL
Surveyor (General, 27 April—M.F.

No. 5.
Survevor GEweman fo UsnEr Secneraky vor Lawos.
Tak land was sold to Hugh Halerow, as lot 53 of the sale of the 14th October, 1846,
The accompanying tracing is from the original plan.
HENRY HALLORAN,
B.C., 20th May, 1865. (For the Surveyor General).

No, 6.



MES. HALCROW. ‘3

No. 6.
B.C.—UrpEr SECRETARY FOoR Lawps fo SURVETOR GENERAL

But nothing is said as to the alleged injury to the land by the flood.
Surveyor General, 2 June—M.F.

The report of the Burveyor of the district should be obtained —W.E.D.—16 June.

- No. T.
L
HUERYETOR GENERAL fo SURVETOR ARNHEIM.

Surveyor Greneral's Office,
Syduey, 27 June, 1865,
S,

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which has been received *
from Mrs, Halerow, together with a *tracing, shewing the position of a portion of 68 eqc
acres at Nowra, purchased by the late Hugh Halerow ; and 1 request, that you will he Arpediz 4,
good enough to ascertain and report what extent of damage it has sustained by the floods.

' I have, &e.,
W. R. DAVID3ON,
Surveyor General.

Remind Mr. Aroheim, and say his report is urgently required.
’ W.R.D.—8 Nov.,,/65.

No. 8.
SURYETOR (GENERAL {¢ SURVETOR ARNHEIM.

Surveyor General's Office,
Sydney, 14 November, 1865,

I have the honor to eall your attention to my letter of the 2Tth June,
No. 1,068, requesting your report s to the amount of injury which Mrs, Halerow's land
at Long Foint, on the Shoalhaven River, has sustained by floods,
2. As the information is urgently required, will you be good enough to furnish the
report with aa little delay as practicable.
I have, &e.,
WM. THOMAS,
(For the Surveyor General).

No. 9.

SURVEYOR GENERAL fo UNDER SECRETARY For Lawpa.

TaE enclosed report from Mr. Survevor Arnheim is now submitted for the information of
the Honorable the Minister for Lands.

B.C., 20th February, 1366, W. R D,

No. 10,

Rerorr oF SurvEYor AmvEmmd.
Goulburn, 27 January, 1866.
S,

In accordance with your letter of instruction of the 27th June, by which you
request me to ascertain and report on the extent of damage done by floods to a portion
mntamm% 68 acres at Long Point, Shoalhaven, purchased by the late Hugh Halerow, I
have the honor to submit you the following report -—

1. Finding on inspection, that the shape of the Point did not correspond with the
original survey, which shews its maximum widih to be 18 chains, whereas on the ground
it is about 12 chains, and seeing that the northern boundary consists of high cliffs and
could not have been affected by floods, I concluded that a considerable part of the land
on the southern and western sides of the point had been carried away. In order to

asscertain the extent of damage done, I made a resurvey of the portion, the plan of Appendix B,
which I beg to transmit you herewith, P ’
2.

Tracing snd
copy lettar

13



4 MRS HALCROW.

2. The greater part of the portion is covered with sand and drift, in some places
to the depth of about 4 feet; there is also a flood channel extending to its centre (as
thewn on plan), and altogether not more than about 25 acres of availsble land remam,
the rest being unfit either for agricultural or grazing purposes.

8. By eomparing my survey with the tracing n‘i-']riﬁm original, I found the river
encroachment less than I expected, being only about 2 chaine ; and I am of opinion that
still less of the bank would have been carried away had it not been deprived of its
&‘hﬂi—;‘ﬂl tim:ﬂ:en::t;iurl and support by the clearing of the timber, serub, and brush, prior to

OO0E,

4. For the reasons stated in paragraph 1, I considered the northern boundary
would not require an exact resurvey, therefore I did not traverse the bank of the river
along it, but merely followed the base of the cliffs, which I know to be of no greater
width than 2 chains—checking my traverse by chaining across to the southern boundary,
besides having another check shewn on my plan as bearing No. 7.

5. On plotting the north boundary, a considerable discrepancy between my survey
and the original became apparent, which accounts for the different appearance of the
Point alluded to in the first paragraph of this letter, and further shews the area not to
have been 68 acres, as originally stated and paid for by the late Hugh Halerow.

6. For this reason, and on account of the severe injury her land has sustained by
the floods, T would recommend Mrs. Halerow’s petition to your favourable consideration.

Awaiting your further instructions, Ehuufd you consider an exact resurvey of the
northern boundary of the portion necessary,—

I have, &c.,

E. H. ARNHEIM.

No. 11.
UrpEr Secherary For Lawns fo Mrs. Harncrow,

Department of Lands,
Sydoey, 5 March, 1966,
Manan,
Referring to your petition pra in%{ar ecompensation for the deterioration of
{m.u- land (68 acres) at Long Point, on the Shoalhaven River, caused by the flood of
860, I am directed to inform you that Mr. Secretary Wilson regrets that your request
cannot be complied with.
I have, &c.,
MICHL. FITZPATRICE.

. Ayiney : Thomas Richards, Governmant Printer.—1888,
[ Price, 9d.]



/S 279 |

LONG POINT

APPENDIX A

FPlan ( From Tracing / o a /Lortlfon) of land applied
for by HHalcrow . Sh palhaven Kirer
County of Camden
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APPENDIX B

ﬁ im:m

of the Resurvey of Hl Halerows 68acat
. Long Pomt , Shoalhaven River

ful:aqumt to the flood of Feb” 1860

“Where Novsa stood
batore the flood.

Jeale 8Chs to an Inch

Letter V6016
Ll L Arnkresion
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10 | 238737 846
17 | 2702 1780
12 | 27711 622
1B | 3237657 534
1% | 20715 | 481
5 | 17954 166
16 | 138°33" | 445
7 | 2030 | 724
18 | 707728 964
19 | 60737 24l
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

PROGRESS REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE

OF THE

RESERVE., LAVENDER BAY:

TOGETHER WITH THE

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

WECTEsIETT BT e — - o — = = e m—

ORDERED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TD.I BE PRINTED,
29 March, 1866.

' SYDNEY: THOMAS RICHARDS, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

1866.
[Price, 3d.] 08—
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EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF
THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Vores, No. 49, Tuespay, 6 Marcu, 1866.

20. Reserve, Lavender Bay :—The Order of the Day for the resumption of the adjourned
Debate on the motion of Mr. Tunks, * That it is the opinion of this House, that
the pieee of land known as the * Reserve,” at the Head of Lavender Bay, North
Shore, should be permanently reserved as a place of public Tecreation, and as a
site for public bnt-Ea,”—- read.

Mr. Lueas moved, That the Question be amended by omitting all the words after

the first word That, with a view to inserting in their place the words “ it be

* referred to a Select Committee to consider whether the piece of land known

“ as the * Reserve, dt the Head of TLavender Bay, North Shore, should be per-

* manently reserved as a place of public recreation, and as a site for public baths,

“{2) That such Committee consist of Mr. Cowper, Mr, Bagar, Mr. Farnell,

“ Mr., Driver, Mr. Neale, Mr. Sutherland, Mr. Tunks, Mr. Wilton, Mr. Fid-

“ dington, and ‘the Mover.™

Question,—That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the Question,—

put and negatived.

Question,—That the words proposed to be inserted in the place of the words

omitted be so inserted,—put and passed.

Whereupon Question,—

(1) That it be referred to a Select Committes to consider whether the piece of

land kmown as the “ Reserve,” at the Head of Lavender Bay, North Shore, should

%eth};ﬂmmnﬂjf reserved ag a place of public recreation, and as a site for public
athz,

(2) That such Committee consist of Mr. Cowper, Mr. Eagar, Mr. Farnell, Mr.

Driver, Mr. Neale, Mr. Sutherland, Mr. Tunks, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Piddington, and

the Mover,—

Put and pasaed.

S -2
Vores, No. 55. Touvespay, 15 Marcen, 1566

4. Reserve, Lavender Bay .— '

{1} Mr. James Milson, senior:—Mr, Cowper presented a Petition from James
Milzon, the elder, of Sydney, Eaquire, prayin wa leave to appear before the Select
Committee now =itting on the subject u)f{ the * Reserve, Lavender Bay,” * either
* in perzon or by Counsel or Attorney, and that he may be at liberty to produes
“ and give Evidence before such Committee with reference to the matters in the
“ gaid Petition referred to.”

Petition received.

Mr. Cowper then, with the concurvence of the House, moved, without notice, that
the said Petition be referred to the Committee now sitiing on the ¥ Reserve,
Lavender Bay."”

Question put and passed.

(2) (" Formal " Motion) :—Mr. Luens, on behalf of My, Tunks, moved, pursuant to
Notice, That the Seleet Clommittee om the * Reserve, Lavender an.r,'"]]:avc power
to report upon the subject referred to them, and also to send for persons and papers.
Question put and passed,

Vores, No. 64. TreEvrspat, 29 MarcH, 1366,

10. Reserve, Lavender Bay :—Mr. Tunks, as Chairman, brought up a Progresa Report
from, and laid upon the Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, the Select Committee
to whom this subject was referred on 6th March, 1866,
Ordered to be printed.

CONTENTS. -

PAGE,
Extracts from the Votes and Proceadings ., . . v . e . 2
FProgress Report . . e . . . . . . . . 3

Proceedings of the Committes ., e . . . . . .- . 4
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RESERVE, LAVENDER BAY.

PROGRESS REPORT.

The Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly, to whom it was
referred on the 6th March, 1866, * {0 consider whether the picce
“ of land known as the © Reserve’ at the head of Lavender Bay,
* North Shore, should be permanently reserved as a place of
“ public recreation, and as a site for Public Baths,” and to whom,
on the 15th of the same month, was referred a Petition from
James Milson, the elder, of Sydney, Esquire, praying for leave
to appear before the Committee, ¢ either in person or by Counsel
“or Attorney, and that he may be at liberty to produce and give
“ Bwvidence before such Committee with reference to the matters in
“ the said Petition referred to,”’— with power to report, and also

& send for persons and papers,”’—have agreed to the following
Progress Report :—

~ Your Committee regret that the late period of the Session at
which they were appointed has precluded them from entering into any
examination upon the subject referred to them, without which they
feel it impossible to make a report satisfactory either to themselves or
to the House. They beg, however, to recommend that the House will,

early in the next Session, re-appoint the Committee to inquire fully
into the subject.

WILLIAM TUNKS,
Chairman.

Legislative Assembly Chamber,
Sydney, 29th March, 1866.




PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

WEDNESDAYF, 14 MARCH, 15866.

MemMeERS PRESENT :—

Mr. Tunks, | Mr. Piddington,
Mr. Farnell.
Mr. Tunks ealled to the Chair. -
Resolution of the House appointing the Committee—read.
Committee deliberated on their course of proceedings,
Chairman requested, on motion of Mr. Piddington, to move the House for power
to report and to send for persons and papers.
Re-assembling of the Committee to be arranged by Chairman.

[Adjourned.]

THURSDAY, 2% MARCH, 1566,

Meupers PRESESRT :—

Mr. Tunks in the Chair.
Mr. Lueas, | Mr. Farnell.

Commitiee met pursnant to summons. .

Petition from James Milson, the elder, of Sydney, Bsquire, praying for leave to
appear before the Committee, either in person or by Counsel or Attorney—vead by the
Clerk.

Hesolution of the House referring the Petition and granting power to the Com-
mittee to report, and to send for persons and papers—alzo read. L

Committee deliberated and Resolved,—That in consequence of their inability fully
to consider the subject referred to them, the Committee think it advisable tu‘k;_ﬂ.'ie it to
be further dealt with during the ensuing Session. ) .

George P. Slade, ]%sq., Attorney for Petitioner, called in and informed of the
Resolution of the Committee.

(hairman submitted Draft Progress Beport.

The zame read and agreed to.

Motion made (Mr Luecas), and Question,—That the Draft Progress Report as read
be the Progress Report of this Committee—agreed fo.

Chairman to report.
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.

{ADDITIONAL REGULATION UNDER ALIENATION ACT.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 26 October, 1865.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 13tk October, 1865.

CONVERSION OF SELECTIONS INTO CONDITIONAL PURCHASES FOR
MINING PURPOSES OTHER THAN GOLD.

T1s Excellency the Grovernor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleazed
to make the following additional Regulation for carrying info effect the Crown Lands

Alienation Act of 1861,
JOHN ROBERTSON.

Axt Conditional Purchaser of Crown Lands under clauses 13, 21, or 22, of the Crown
Lands Alienation Act, or his lawful alience, who may be desirous of converting his
purchase into a conditional purchase for mining purposes (other than gold minmg),
under the 19th clause of said Aet, shall be at liberty to do so, on application in tghe
annexed form to the Land Agent of the District, and payment to him of five shillings per
acre, being the difference between the rate of deposit in the one and the other clase of
selections under that Act, provided that at the time of such proposed conversion the
original selection was not forfeited, or Liable to be forfeited, for any breach of the con-
ditions of the original purchase.

Fory or APPLICATION.
Sir,
T am desirous of converting the nodermentioned conditional purchase nnder clanse of
25 Viet., No. 1, into a conditional purchase for purposes of miuinﬁ other than geold mining, under
:;J::usa 15 of same Act; and I herehy tender a further deposit at the rate of five shillings per sere
TEnpoi,

Mame of original Selector

Date of original selaction

County of Parigh of
- acred, situated at

The Land Agent for the District of

[ Price, 3d.] * 35— ¢ T—
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.’

(ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS UNDER OCCUPATION ACT.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 16 January, 1866,

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 29 December, 1865,

ISSUE AND DELIVERY OF PASTORATL LEASES.

His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, bas been pleased
to make the following additional Regulations for carrying into effect the Crown Tands
Occupation Act of 1861.

CHAELES COWPER.

1. Pastoral leases will in future be fssued direct to the leasees, from the Crown
Lands Oceupation Office, in place of, as heretafore, at the Treasury.

2. With that view, and having regard to the requirements of the form of con-
veyance, the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands has been appointed the officer to issue
such leases.

8. A fee of one pound will be chargeable in future upon each lease, to
include the enrolment fee, payable in the Crown Lands Oceupation Office on the izsue of
the lease, and handed over to the Treasurer, and accounted for as usual.

4. Pastoral leases will be registered in the Crown Lands Oceupation-Office, and

at the Office of the Registrar Greneral, on the completion of these instruments, previons
‘to delivery.

[Price, Bd.] * 90— ¢ 51—
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1865.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. .

SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.

(DEDICATED TO RELIGIOUS AND PUBLIC PULRPOSES.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly fo be Printed, 26 October, 1365,

No. B,

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicated to Relizious and Public Puarposes, in accordance with the

5th section of the Act 25

1etoria, Wo. 1.

Surveyor General's Offfce,
Sydney, 23 October, 1365

[ Price, 8d.] *39—

i
| |
Place. Caunty. E.\I'In‘t,mrm.tiE:;'_ Lacality.
i
Armidale .. ......| Sandon ... ., 12 G | Parish nf Armidale, Town of Armi-
dale.
Oheron vvo| Wastmoreland 2 | 20 | Parish of Oberon, Town of Oberon. .|

Do, Do, ....0 8 |20 o, do, e

Dho, . Do, ... .! 14& 10| 20 Do, do. .
Apsley ..., .| Bathurst .. .| i 34 | Parish of Apsley, Village of Apsley

Do e Do, ...l 2 34 Do, do,

Do, eveenne Do, ..., & a1 Do, da,
F[r:ngtun vewsnes BE Vincent ..| 1 i2 | Pardah of Elrington, Town of

Elrington. |

Do, covvenns Do, ol 2 12 Dha da, .

| 5.1 Do, e 3 12 Do, do. .

! Tendgett .. ......| Wellington ..{ .... | .. | Parishof Trodgett, on the Road from
' Orange to %’Llhnﬂtm
L Do, . Do, do,

Do.  wevnenes Do, wood] ove | Do, do, crae
Young oovveninns Houtl:-a.gln 9 & 10 | 20 | Parish of Young, Town of Young ..

Dio. evrvsns Do, ] 20 Da. do.

Dow  warinn Do, .. 7 20 | do.
Cleveland Paddock| Cumberland.. vee . CTL,vcla.uﬂ. Paddock, City of S_}'dnf;
Armidale ., ......| Bandon ., ... oLl ] Parish of Armidale, Town of Armi-

Portion | dale. |

Arding .. ..ooiiie Do. ... 130 Parish of Arding ... -
Doelk Creck,, .. .. Gregory ... ..., Parish Unnamed, on Duek Creek .

Wollongong...... Camden .... Parish of Wollongong, at the entrance

to Tom Thumb's Lagoon. |

Do, coenss Do, . . i Parish of Wollongong, between Tom|

Thumb's Lagoon and the Ses. |
| S B

Areh.

a.
1

(=]
=

[l== TRl

0
0
0
L]
0
1
0
L]
1
1

Eﬁaﬁuﬁm
B LSS ER B S D

a
3
54

Gl

= wod

e

L m%m
o ooOS SooCoDoD oD OSSR WE

To what Purpose dedicated.

Town Hall.

Charch of England Parzonage,
Church of Eagland School.
Church of England Charch,
Church of England Parsonege,
Chureh of Tngland School.
Chureh of England Church.

| Roman Catholie Bchool,

Roman Catholic Chureh.
| Roman Catholic Preshytery.
| Chureh of England Church.

Church of England Parsonage.
Church of England Schonl.
Chorch of England Chareh,
Church of EI:I"i:l-I:I'l] Behnol.
Church of 18 nﬂland Parsonage.
Raserve for 1'.-111'.-]1!: recrention,
Baeeeourse,

National Behool.
| Loek-up and Police purposes.
FParmanent Common.

| Racecourse and publie recreation,

“¥

¢ fH—

W. R. DAVIDSON,
Surveyor Greneral
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN

LANDS.

(DEDICATED TO RELIGIOUS AND PUBLIC PURPOSER.)

Ordered by the Tegislative Agsemnbly to be Printed, 20 February, 1866,

No. 1.—1866.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicated to Religious and Public Purposes, in accordance
with the 5th Section of the Act, 25 Victoria, No. 1.

Place, Coumty. Portion. Loeality. Area To what Purposs dedicated.
a. rop
Wattle Flat .. ..| Boxburgh,...| 13 | Parizh of Sofals, on Road from| 1 0O 0 | Church of England Church.
Bathurst to Bolala.
Do. . Do, ....0 133 Do. do. weee) 0 2 0 Church of England Schocl.
[

Do. waan Do, ...} 185 Do, do. ..., 0 % 0| Church of England Parsonage.

Brdney .. ......! Cumberland,.| .... ! Parish of St James, City off 0 1 15! 5t Mary's Cathedral.
- Bydney.

Garden Island.. Do wess| seen | OnGarden Island, Port Jackson| 6 3 21 | Naval Depiit.
Seuth Gundagal.] Wynyard ...} .... | Parish of Bouth Guodagai......[#00 0 0 | Permanent Commonage.

Burveyor General’s Office,
Sydney, 16th January, 1866,

[ Price, 34.) * 223

¢ 65—
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ABSTRACT of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicated to Reliei

1865-6.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.

(DEDICATED TO RELIGIOUS AND PUBLIC FURPOSES,)

Ordered by the Legislative dssembly to be Printed, 23 March, 1866,

No. 2.—1866,

"'Lh Hection of the Ac!- 25 Victoria, Mo, 1.

gious and Publie Purposes, in accordance with the

]
i &
i Flace, County, Allotaent, & Losality. Area, To what Parpoas dediosted,
w
: - - -
. | 8 I. P
Tenterfiald . .| Clive.. .. 6, 14, & 15 23 | Parish of Tenterfiald, Town of 2 0 0| Boman Oatholic Chureh,
Tenterfield. Schocl, and Presbytery.
Grafton  ..........| Clarence ..., veasaas .. | Parish of Great Marlow  ,.|1,219 0 0| Permanent Common,
Cobbadah  ........ Murchison ..f 1,26 &7 2 i-‘né'ishh:rt' l.'.‘:ruhhaﬂah, Town of| 2 0 0| National Schoaol,
vhbadah,
Moree ...oovesee..| Courallie o000 1,811, & 12 | 80 | Parishof Mares, Town of Moree 2 0 0 Tho.
Bombala ..........[| Wellesley.... [ 82 | Parish of Bombala, Town off 200 Lro.
| i Bombala,
Nimmitabel,. .y vuu.! Do, ..., 4, 5,6, &T | 49 | Parish of Nimmitabel, Town 200 .
| | of Nimmitahal, :
Tamworth ........ Parry .eeewnl 1,2, 83, &4 | 35 | Parish of Tamwarth, Town of] 2 0 0| Preshyterian Church, Echoal,
| . | | Tamwaorth. i\ and Manse,
Cooma ..uuueeran.. Beresford ..., | 51 | Parish of Cooma, Town off 1 0 0| Preshyterian Church.
| Clooma, ]
Village ufRu‘.l:-L"rt:—'.unl Camden ..., 466 &7T | 18 | Parish of Yarrawa, Village of] 2 ¢ 0| Church of England Church,
| Robertson, | Bchool, and Parsonage,
D, veee s Do, ... 4,56, &7 | Do, do. 2 0 0 |Independent Ghm-ch,?;,hnn]
t  apd Parsonage.
‘I.-’:]lagvn of Iriur.rmrr-;} Monteagle ,.|1,8, 8, 4, 14, & 15| 37 | Parizh of Murringo, Village of] 2 0 0| Church of Eugland Church,
l Murringo, Behool, and Parsonage, |
ilbon ouwenesenas] Camden 4,86, &7 I 1 Par;s{:ll ?ngast Bargo, Town 20 Do, do, do.
| a iltom,
Warren oo vvvevnnnns] Oxley oo...|9,10,10,12, & 13 7 | Parizh of Warren, Town of] 2 0 O Presbyterian Church, School,
l Warren, and Manse.
Obero® vuvuvsvevene Westmoreland| 1, 2,9, & 10 158 | Parish of Oberon, Vl]Iugﬁ ] 1 3 33} Wesleyan Church, School,
Ohberon. and Residenca,
Yarrunga ..., ... Camden Parish of Yarrunga, near .Tna 2 0 0| Choreh of England Chureh,
: Wild's Meadow. School, and Parsonage,
Crookwell .,......| King .o..00..| 1,29, & 10 18 | Parish of Crookwell, Town of] 300 D, di. do.
Crookweall, 1
Do Do, L] LB S &10 T Do, do. 2 0 0] Wesleyan Chureh, Schoal,
and Residence,
West Kempsey ....| Dudley .. .... preeenes Parish of Yarravel, on Christ-| 336 0 0 | Permanent Common.
| mas Creek.
Woung coveusennes A Monteagie vessaane Parish of Young, pear Young | 606 0O 0 Do,
Orange  ..oveeene. Wellington ., 5 "5 | Parish of Orange, Town nf 4 0 0| Poblic Market,
Orange.
) l
Surveyor General's Office, W. E. DAVIDSON,
Sydney, 15th March, 1866. Surveyor General
[Price, 3d.] * 295— o 87—
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—

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.

(DEDICATED TO RELIGIOUS AND PUBLIO PURPOSES.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 27 Mareh, 1866.

No. 8.—1886.

ScmepvLe of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicated to Religious and Public Purposes, in accordance
with the 5th section of the Act 25 Victoria, No. 1.

Place. County, E Alintment, % Looality. Aren, T what Furposs dedicated,
| & .
a r. o
Coogee .. ..| Comberland ,.| ..... +++ | o | Parish of Alexandria, at Coogee..| 8 3 16 Reserve for public recreation.

Do. ....[ Do er] whmrecas s D, .. & 188 Do,

Do. ... Do | eerrenn | Do. L too0 Do.

Do. ... Do P TP Do, | 4+ 30 Da.

Do, ... Do eof waassess . Do N 2 20 Do,

Do, ... Do P [ Do «| % 0 0| Reserve for Cricket Ground.
Aberdeen ..| Durham ....|3, 4,17, &18| 3 | Pirish of Russell, “Village of | 2 0 0 | Nutional Scheol.
Scone,.....| Huater .,,... 9 20 Paﬁ_];ﬁr:;g;ne, Town of Beone.,| 0 2 0 D,

Catheart .| Wellesley....| 1,28, &4 | 24 | Parish of Catheart, Town of | 2 0 0 Do,
Catheart,
Burveyor General’s Office, W. R. DAVIDEON,
Bydney, 22nd March, 1866, Burveyor General,

[Price, 3d.] ® 803— o 89—
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18656-6.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.

(DEDICATED TO BELIGIOUS AND FUBLIC FURPOBER.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 27 March, 1866,

No. 4.—1366.

L
ScEEpULE of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicated to Religious and Public Purposes, in

accordance with the 5th seetion of the Act 25 Vietoria, No. 1,

Flana, County, Lacallty. Ares. To what Parpose dedipated.

fi. T. P

Waratah ..| Northumberland.| At Waratah, on railway line, about) 27 O 0

Reserve for public recreation,
three miles from Newcastlo,

Newecastle. , Do, . Huntwr]and Neweomen Sirects, New-| O 0 36 | Water Reserve,
castle,
De. .. Do, «o| Between Hunter and King Streets,! 2 0 0 | Market Reserve,
Keweastle,
Do, .. Do,

«+| Extending to low water-mark, east-| 0 1 80 | Reserve for public Baths,
ward of Old Gaal,

Do. . Do, «+| Bouth of the 014 Stockade ,, «| 1 2 0| Reserve for public recreation.

Hurveyor General’s Office, W. BE. DAVIDSON,

Sydney, 23rd March, 1866, Burveyor Greneral,

[ Price, 3d.] * 504— c 88—
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18635,

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.

(TOWNS AND VILLAGES DECLARED UNDER ALIENATION ACT.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 10 November, 1965,

No. 7.
ABSTRACT of all Sites for Crries, Towss, and Viiraers, declared under the 4th

section of the Act 25 Victoria, No. 1.

Area for

City, Tavn, or Village. | City, Town, or
| Willage,

Candelo Town....

Gulligal Village ..

Baradine Town ..

Robertson  Village!

178 o
250 0
I

! 240 0

228 2

0

0

i

Ares
For Bubmrks,

& T P

333 0 0

15 0 0

a0 0|

2195 0 0

Logality.

|

County of Auckland, parish
of Candele, on Candelo
Creek.

County of Pottinger, parish

of Gulligal, at Gulligal
Lagoon. &

Fazelte in

which published.

No.79. Friday, 28

April, 1864

Da.

of Baradine, parish| Mo. 176, Tuesday, 22

Cm.mt.ﬂ
of Baradine, on Baradine
Creelk.

Aunpgust, 1865,

County of Qamden, parish of] No. 165. Tuesday, §

Yarrawa,

April, 1865,

Surveyor General's Qffice,
Sydney, 28 October, 1865,

[Price, 8d.]

W. R. DAVIDSON,

Surveyor General,
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1865-6.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.

{TOWHKS AND VILLAGES DECLARED UNDER ALIENATION AQT.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 20 February, 1866,

No. 1.—1566.

ABSTRACT of all Sites for Crrres, Towws, and Vinnaees, declared under the 4th
section of the Act 25 Vietoria, No. 1, since 23rd October, 1865,

|' Aren for

Cityrs Towm, or Villago. “"%‘,E“a;' o | gor Bubairhs, Laocality. G"?ﬂm pu'ngriunm,m

a & op| 8 TP

Town of Cudgen... 70 0 0| .ieeevws | County of Rous, parish of| Friday, 15th December,
Cuodgen, on the Twead 1564,
River,

Burveyor Greneral's Office,
Sydney, 28rd January, 1866

[Price, 3d.] # 224 o 66—
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1865.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMELY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.

(CERTATY DISIRICTS, ETC., DECLARED T0 BE OF THE BECOND CTLASS BETTLED DISTRICTS)

Ovrdered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 26 Ocfober, 1865.

PROCLAMATION.

By His Excellency the Right Honorable Sie Jouw Youvxe. Baronet, Knight
Commander of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Knight Grand
Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. George,
Captain General and Governor-in-Chief of the Colony of New South Wales,
and Viee-Admiral of the same.

WHEREAS by an Act of the Parlinment of New South Wales, passed in the twenty-fifth
year of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled ©* An Aot for regulating the oecupiiion
of Orown Lands,” it was among other things enacted, that the Governor, with the advice
of the Exccutive Couneil, might, by Proclamation in the Gazetfe, declare any Tnsetthed
Dhistrict, or portion of such District, to be of the Class of Second Class Settled Districts,
and that such District or portion of District should, on such Proclamation, become
snd be of the Second Class Settled Districts under the said Act: And whereas it is
expedient that the several Districts and portions of Districts hereunder set forth should
be included in the Second Class Scttled Districts : Now I, the Governor aforesaid, with
the advice of the Executive Couneil, do, by this my Proclamation, declare the following
several Districts, and portions of Districts, to be of the Second Class Seitled Diistricts,
that iz to say :(—

The Pastoral Districts of Gwydir, Bligh, Wellington, and Lachlan.
The portions of the Pastoral Districts of Clarence, New England, Liverpool
Plains, and Murrumbidgee, heretofore of the Unsettled Class.

The portions of the Distriets of Warrego, Albert, and Darling, bounded to the
westward by the Culgoa River, from the 29th parallel of aonth latitude, to
its confluence with the Darling River; and thence by the Darling to its
confluence with the Murray River.

Given under my Hand and Seal, at Government House, Sydney, this
fourteentl day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-five, and in the twenty-ninth year
mchr Majesty’s Reign.

(1.5.) JOHN YOUNG.

By His Excellency’s Command,
JOHN BOBERTSON.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN!

[ Price, 3d.] 40— o 5—
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1865-6.

—

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHTS OF SQUATTERS.

(MINUTE ON APPLICATION OF REPRESENTATIVES OF LATE THOMAS PARNELL)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 16 March, 1866.

[8ee Question No. 1™ in Fotes No. 53, and also Question No. (2) in Fotes No. 54.]

Mivvre oF tHE DEPUTY SURVEYOR (GENERAL.

Application from the Representatives of the late Thomas Parnell, to purchase undes pre-
emptive right, in virtue of Tuleumbah Run, District of Liverpool Plains,
APPLICATION was made, in 1862, for three portions of 180 acres each on the ahove run ;
the area of which is about 112 square miles, conferring a pre-emptive right to four por-

tions of 640 acres each, and one of 307 acres,

The deseriptions furnished by the applicants are too vague to determine, previously
to the issue of instructions to survey, whether or not sume of these portions may be upon
the same block of 25 square miles.

It is therefore suggested, in order to carry out the provisions of the Act, without
incurring the expense and delay of repeated reference to the gurveyor, that he should be
instructed to submit to the lessees, for their approval (in writing), an approximate sub-
division of the run (on tracing thereof furnished to him by this department), such as he
may consider most desirable. In such subdivision, each of the three 160 acres, if their
position shall be such as to allow of their alienation, must be situated in a separate block
of 25 square miles. Such course would prevent the possibility of any disputes, in the
event of the present or future oecupants claiming an extension of their pre-emptive right

m virtue of any other imaginary subdivision of the run ; and would, in this and similar .

cases, strictly carry out the provisions of the Crown Lands Alienation Aet of 1861
' {For the Surveyor General),
P. F. ADAMS,

Under Secretary for Lands, 30th August.

da.

B.C. 1st Beptember. M. F.

MmyvTE oF taE CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF Croww Lawps.

I axways foresaw the utmost difficulty in giving effect to the limitation of the re-emptive
right provided for in the present Act, which renders it neeessary that a subdivision of
every holding should be agreed upon, for the purpose of determining in what positions
the pre-emptive selections, to the extent of one equare mile out of every twenty-five, should
be permitted. The sugmestion of the Deputy Surveyor General will not meet the
difficulty, as comparatively fow of the runs in the Colony being surveyed, it will, in the
greal majority of cases, be imposaible for the Survey Department to furnish its officer
with a tracing of the run, on w};:ich he could frame a project of subdivision into blocks of
25 square miles. The precise contents and shape of most of the runs in reapect to
which the question is likely to arise, are hardly known, even to the occupants, with
sufficient certainty for a scheme of division to be framed, which would at onee mest the

views of the cla;mant at the.time, and preclude any subsequent applieation of himeelf or
275— ' '

Let thia be seen, in the first instance, by the Chief Commissioner of Crown -

39
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2 FRE-EMFPTIVE RIGHTS OF SQUATTERS.

his successors inconsistent with it. It must be borne in mind that the clause in question
does not give the pre-emptive right, but limits that right, as previously and still existing
under the Orders in Council and the contracts théreunder (which are under the Consti.
tuf:in? mviolable). In sofar, therefore, as the limitation is not effectual, the right remains
aa before. }

I do not see how it would be practicable for the Government, much less any of its
subordinate officers, to enforce.ipon the lessée’ of a Tun any particular mode of sub-
division. The most that can be done in the matter will be, as it seems to me, to Tequire
applicants to be prepared to supply the, surveyor with a project of subdivision, on his
promising to make the survey, which ebuld; if 4n accordance with the Act, be adopted in
dealing with the application under measurement, and referred to in case of subsequent
applications being made. In effect, I think the difficulty may be got over, by throwing
upon the claimants the necessity of making their claims in such a shape as t{m‘t the law
will admit of their being complied with, and—though this course is not fres from ohjec-
tion—in no other way,

1t may have been the intention of: the Legislature, metely that the purchases’out
of & run should bear the proportion' of ndt more than one twenty-fifth of its total area,
irrespective of situation ; but I do not think the wording of the clause ¥ of the Alienation
Act, ag passed, will admit of such an interpretation being acted upon. The. words are
* one portion and no more” and “our or each block of twenty-five square miles”; and
I do not see how the expression “out of’ can be read to signify “in proportion to,”
whatever the intention may have been.

I 1Y

RO
B. C. 19th January, 18G5,

e Al e

IR ooy T HIEEW T 1.{}} i .

Mivure or-rue UsnEr SECRETARY Fok Lawnps,

Or the two proposals, I think that of the Deputy Surveyor General ia the more practi-
cable; but I think thats either. of them wounld be attended with endless routine and
correspondence, and would: be ultimately unsatisfactory. I have a strong'iinpression that.'-
whit was intended by'the Act, waa to, declare that D:.Ee pre-emplive purchase Tight be
exercised to the extent of 640 acres in proportion to each block of 25 square miles ; and /.
I would-urge the Grovernment to cut'the knot of the' difficilty; by practically declaring +
that'to be'their interpretation of the liw, and acting on -ii;i af,mlppding y. , As, however, .it, .
is a matter of great moment, it may be only right to take legal advice. b

7L No other interpretation that has occurred to me can be carried oyt in an intelli-. .-

vl e : A

gihl&fﬂm~ ot P TR R T LTI T T [t ﬂ:i LIS
Bt dannay, ot e e
T - T T [T VR SR SR e Pt
e Freendl s Ve o Yo b

L o . L [ ER .
e .. " Mimvure oF tHE SmemETARY PoR Lawpss (.. 0 o oo

PP B B . -

; : A i roia e A BT L i [

I save‘rend and considered the minutes of the Under Secreta =‘_.1~f!,l-l _-#Sr ‘Lands, the Chief .,
Cominisfioner of ' Crown Lands, and the Deputy Surveyor, Genersl;,and,am disposed to .

think'tha difficulty inténded to be dealt with, will best be ‘met 't}'ljm_tﬂg. guggestion of Mr, -

Fitzpatriek; 'to thefeffect that, in cases of this class, where the land is not taken up in
blocks of 25 square miles,'one portion not exceeding 640 acres pre-emptive right should
be allowed for every 25 square miles of a run, without reference to blocks.

The regulations made immediately at the time of the passing of the Act, would’]
seem to indicate that a prineiple of that kind was intended. No public inconvenience
can arise from dealing with the matter in this way ; for should land that ought not to be
sold be applied for, the Surveyor General has only to point out that such is the chse, and
the application can be refused. T note the statement of the Chief Commissioner ‘57"
Crown Lands, that he “always foresaw the utmost difficulty in giving effect to the .
limitation of the pre-emptive right provided for in the present Aet.” 1 feel sure that Mr,
Moriarty must have intended to have limited his “alway=" soas not to go back to a
period anterior to the passing of the Act: for as the d]fﬂF:ultjf only arises from the inten-
tion of its framer being insufficiently stated, I feel sure that Mr. Moriarty would, if he
had foreseen it while yet in fime to make the correction,. have called attention to the |

i o

maﬂ:tet,”"_’].‘h’e'rcasca'ma}f o on in accordance with this decision.
L AT ! e

i

LT \ . . . .
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1865-6.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW S0UTH WALES.

r

LANDS RESERVED FROM CONDITIONAL PURCHASE IN
THE ELECTORATE OF THE BOGAN.

(FETITION RELATIVE TO.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 23 Felruary, 1866.

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled.

The humble Petition of the undersigned;Tnhabitants of the Town of Dubbo,
of the Bogan, Macquarie, and Castlereagh Rivers, of the Marvah, Duck,
and Marthaguy Creeks, and other places in the extensive Bogan Elee-
torate,—

ResrecTrULny SHEWETH :—

That your Petitioners have learned, with the greatest alarm and regret, that
certain Regerves from conditional purchase have been made by the Government, of all
the Lands available for free selection within seven miles of the Township of Dubbo, and
in many other places in the extensive Electoral District of the Bogan.

our Petitioners would respectfully draw the attention of your Honorable House
to the fact, that the making of the above-mentioned Hezerves has heen a serious drawback
to the advancement and prosperity of the Town of Dubbo, and has, as it were, neutralized
the efforts of certain enterprising individuals, who have lately erected a large flour mill,
and opened other places of manufacture, fully believing that the thirteenth clause of
the * Crown Lands Alienation Aet of 1861 would have been carried out in its integrity,
and that they were likely to have a large influx of population from the many selections
that were known to be made for portions of those Heserves.

Your Petitioners would e:ﬁ] the attention of your Honorable House to the fact
that, on Thursday, the fourth day of January instant, many persons arrived in the
Tuwnahi}% of ]:'u]gr 0, having travelled, in some instances, nuar%.r two hundred miles,
whose only object was to make free selection of certain Tands, parts of those Reserves,
and to their utter astonishment they found that their applications had been refused, on
the grounds that such Lands had been reserved from conditional purchase.

Your Petitioners beg respectfully to remark that the rizing and rapidly advancing
Town and Distriet of Dubbo already pay towards the Revenue no less & sum than six
thouzand pounds per annum, besides tive hundred pounds a year for licenses granted by
the Crown; and from the great increase of trade, with the almost daily addition of an
industrious and operative population, Dubbo bids fair to vie with many of the townas of
the Colony of much longer standing.

' Your Petitioners, secing that the cessation of free selection will entail a very
serious loss, and check their industrial operations, venture to express a hope that your
Honorable House will be pleased to cancel immediately the Reserves now, gazetted
within a radius of seven miles round the Township of Dubbe. And your Petitioners,
who have hitherto found the working of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861 a
boon to their distriet, earnestly request that your Honorable House will be pleased to
accede to the prayer of their Petition, and cause the cancellation of those Reserves, that
the Lands may be thrown open for the purposes of free selection. !

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[ Here follow 133 Signatures.]

[Price, Bd.] _ 237—
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1865-6.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

LANDS RESERVED IN THE DISTRICT OF WELLINGTON.

(PETITIOF—ORANGE.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assenbly to be Printed, 7 March, 1566,

To the Honorable the House of Legislative Assembly of the Colony of New South Wales.

The humble Petition of the undersigned Landowners and Residents of the Town
and District of Orange, in the said Colony,—

Humery SEEWETH :—

That by a Notice from the Department of Lands, dated 22nd December,
1865, and published in the Government Gazstte of the 23rd of the same month, it was
notified by His Excellency the Governor, in pursuance of the provisions of the * Crown
Lands Alienation Act of 1861, that certain lands specified in the Schedule appended
thereto should be reserved from sale, until surveyed, for the preservation of water supply
or other public purposes. :

That amongst the blocks of lands so reserved, the following are specified :—
Wellington District, twenty blocks of land, numbered consecutively in such Schedule,
from 239 to 255 (both inclusive), forming portions of Toogong Run. Boree Carbonne
Run, Gamboola Bun, and Bore-nore Bun, and four other blocks, numbered, consecutively,
205, 206, 207, and 208, at Cargo, between Boree Nyrang and Molong, at Bowan Creel,
and opposite Cannowindra.

That by another Notice from the said Department of Lands, dated 27th December,
1865, and published in the Gopernment Gaszeife of the 28th December, 1865, 1t was
further notified by His Excellency the Governor, in further pursuance of the before-
mentioned Act, that certain other lands specified in the Schedule appended thereto should
be reserved from sale, until surveyed, for the preservation of water supply, ‘or other
public purposes,

That amongst the blocks of land =o reserved, the following are specified :— Pastoral
Diztrict of Wellington, fifteen blocks of land, numbered consecutively from 120 to 184
(both inclusive), and forming part of the following runs, viz. :—Mr. John Smith's Toogong
Run, My, John Smith’s Boree Carbonne Run, and Mr. John Smith’s Gamboola Run.

That the whole of the reserves or blocks of land above referred to comprise rome
of the richest allavial land in the neighbourhood of the Towns of Orange and Molong,
are well adapted for the growth of cereals avd other agrieultural produce, and are capable
of supporting hundreds of families, if thrown open for selection under the before-
mentioned Act. '

That the whole of the said lands are iz the immediate neighbourhood of the Towns
of Orange and Molong, and of easy access tiereto, having good roads to each town.

That your Petitioners view with much alarm the proposed reservation from free
geleetion of the above lands, as they consider it will prove a serious injury and detriment
to the prosperity of the Towns of Orange wnd Molong, and, in fact, the whole of that
part of the Western District, and tend materially to retard its progress and advancement.

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that the lands hereinbefore mentioned
as being reserved from conditional purchase, shall be thrown open to be selected by persons
willing to talke them up under the provisions of the Crown Lands Alienation Acf of 1861,

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.

[Here follow 82 Signatures.)

[ Price, 3d.] [T -
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1865-6.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES,

LANDS RESERVED IN THE DISTRICT OF MULUNG.

(PETITION—MOLONG.)

Ordered by the Legiclative Assembly to be Printed, 16 March, 1866,

To the Honorable the Speaker and Honorable Members of the Legislative Assembly of
New South Wales, in Parliament assembled.

The humble Petition of Edward Jones, Charles Blakefield, and John Burgess,
and of those whose names and signatures are hereunto attached, Residents
of Molong and its Suburbs,—

RESPECTPULLY SHEWETH :—

That your Petitioners have read with considerable concern and dissatis-
faction, a notice recently published in the Government Gazette, on or about the twenty-
second day of December of last year, to this effect,—that * His Excelleney the Governor,
“with the advice of the Executive Couneil, directs it to be notified, that, in pursuanee of
“ the provisions of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1961, the lands specified in the
“Schedule appended hereto shall be reserved from sale until surveyed, for the preservation
** of water supply or other public purposes.”

That your Petitioners have been led to believe, from the reports of the proceedings
in your Honorable House, that the Land Law and poliey of this country, which, until
the recent proclamation, has afforded to every class desirous of availing itself of its
privileges, general satisfaction, had been definitely settled and determined, without BT
grounds for doubting either the power or advantages presumably given by the Act.

That acting under this impression; many of your Petitioners having been desirous
of avai]ing*hemaultea of the apparent benefits likely to accrue to themselves and families
from “free selection,” have gone to considerable trouble and expense in-preparing- the
necessary arrangements for carrying their objeet into effect, and have waited with great
patience the arrival of that time which they imagined would enable them to consummate
their plans, '

That it has been caleulated by eompetent authority, that but for the aforesaid
proclamation reserving the lands therein mentioned from sale and free selection, no less &
quantity than “ thirty thousand " acves of land in this district would have heen thrown
open to public competition for selaction, thereby indueing a considerable influx of popu-
lation to the Town and District of Molong, upon the introduetion of which its vitality
and prospects mainly depend.

That =0 serious a blow to the prosperity and happiness of a people as the with-
drawal of these Crown Lands, hitherto held out a= a promise for inheritance to those

complying with the eonditions, to which they were always ready and willing to conform,

has not fallen upon your Petitioners without inflicting much injury, not only to them-
selves individually, but as the representatives of a district dependent almost entirely for
its welfare npon the collective suceess of its yeomanry.

27— That
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2 LANDS RESERVED IN THE DISTRICT OF MOLONG.—PETITION.

——

That your Petitioners, while fully recognizing the undoubted importance of the
pastoral interests of this country, as being perhaps the staple industry of the country, cannot
conceal from themselves the fact that the infliction of a wrong upon free selectors, by
whomsoever perpetrated, simply to afford greater advantages to other interests, is both
impolitic and unjust, and such as will not meet the approbation and consent of your
Honorable House.

That acting upon this conviction, a Meeting of the Inhabitants of this Distriet
and Suburbs was held on the evening of the sixteenth instant, when it was amongst other
things resolved as follows :—* That this Meeting, feeling the interests of the Colony in
“general and the District of Molong in particular are seriously injured by the late
“ reservations of land in the Colony, beg most respectfully to urge the necessity of
“ petitioning the Legislative Assembly to annul the above reservations, and to relieve them
“ of the grievance complained of.” '

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that your Honorable House will be
pleased to take the subject of the recent notice or proclamation contained in the Govern-
ment Gazette of December last, reserving Crown Lands (specified therein) from sale or
selection, into your consideration, and that you will be pleased to recommend for the
approval of His Excellency, an immediate revoeation of the above resolutions.

And your Petitioners will ever pray, &e.

(Here follow 107 Signatures.)

Bydney : Thomss Rlchards, Govermnent Printer.—18648, !.
[ Price, 3d.]
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

" WALLALLA RUN.

(LIVERPOOL PLAINS.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 10 November, 1865,

RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative
Assembly of New South Wales, dated 28 April, 1865, That
there be laid upon the Table of this House,—

“ Copies of any Correspondence, Minutes, Petitions, or
“ Papers that may be in possession of the Government, in
¢ reference to the Wallalla Run, Liverpool Plains, since
“ those already ordered to be printed by the Assembly, 17th
“ March, 1857.”

(Mr. Lee.)
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E. Datrreey, Esq., fo UvpEr SEcmeTiRY FoR Lavns.

(61-10096.) 65, Elizabeth-street,
Sydney, 19 November, 1861.
S,
Referring to the Gth section of the Crown Lands Oécupation Act of 1861, Walhollow,
T have the honor, on behalf of Mr. John Eales, to request that a lease of the station peof Fisms
named in the margin may be granted to him, in conformity with the Government
decision, a copy of which is encﬁrrsed.
I have, &e.,

EDWIN DAINTREY.

Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands—DM.F.—21 Now.

[ Enclosure.]
(Wo. 63, Liverpool Plains,) Crown Lands Ogfce, Sydney,

(Ko, 52-1201.) 16 August, 1852,
Bir,

His Excellency the Governor General having been Plensed to confirm, with the opinion of Kewland o Eales
the Crown Land Officers, your right to the land claimed by you in the case of disputed boundary, noted
in the margin, I am now directed to forward, for your information, a deseription of the approved
benndaries subject to which the lease of your run will be prepared. I have, &
ave, &o.,
John Eales, Faq., GEORGE BARNEY.
Berry Purk, Maitland.

Deseription of Walhallow Run.

Bounded on the south by aeattle track adjoining the Hawkesbury Society’s grant, bearing
west about four miles, and by a line from Allen’s fenee, bearing east about 1k mile, then sonth-east to
the Dury boundary ; an the eagt by the Weerie's Creck Ranges; north by a line from Curra Gap, adjoining
the Broeza, bearing west about seven miles to the Mucki River, then by a gully known as Dog
Trap Gully, adjoining Clift's, about three miles, hearing west,

GEORGE BARNEY,
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands,

Crrer Commrssiorer or Crows Laxps fo UNnes SBECRETARTY Fom LANDS.
(61-10098.) '
The enclosed communication from Colonel Barney to Mr. Eales is an intima-
tion of the decision of the Governor on the dispute between Fales and Nowland only.

Portion of the boundaries of “* Walhollow,” were disputed by Mr. Vidal, and also
by Mr. Clift; and after an investigation before a Boundary Commissioner, a decizion was
arrived at in the latter ease unfavourable to the claims of Eales, which was communieated
to the respective parties on the 20th November, 1851, Tt will be neceszary, therefore,
that this counter claim should be provided for before the lease can issue, as Tﬂq(llﬂﬂtﬂd by
Mr. Daintrey, and in accordance with the enclosed letter from Colonel Barney. Meantime,
under the 28th clause of the Crown Lands Occupation Act of 1861, the decision thereb
communicated to Mr. Eales will be as effectual in protecting his oceupation as if it ha
been embodied in a formal lease. I respectfully suggest that Mr. Daintrey be apprised
to this effect.

In the examination of this case, doubts have been mggested whether the wordin
of the enclosed letter, coupled with the fact of the description of * Walhollow,” indorse
thereon, and therein referred to, as that * subject to which the lease would be prepared,”
being inclusive of the houndaries of the whole run, may not be held under the 6th clause
of the Crown Lands Occupation Aet of 1861, to have the effect of deciding, not only the
dispute between Eales and Nowland which was under inquiry before the Boundary %u:rmw
missioner—the confirmation of whose report by the Governor the letter notifies—but also
the right of Eales fo the whole run as deseribed. Notwithstanding that the claimants
interested in certain of the boundaries described were not parties to the particular
inquiry—that such inquiry, and the decision thereupon were directed only to the
matter at issue between Fales and Nowland, and that another inguiry had taken place,
and s previous decision been arrived at, adverse to Mr. Eales’ claim in the other case,

It being considered desirable that the legal question thus raised should be decided
by competent authority, the documents connected with the respective inquiries and
decisions, together with copies of the instructions of the Boundary Commissioners who
were appointed, and held their Courts, under the (repealed) Act of Couneil, 11 Victoria,
No. 61, are now enclosed, with a view to their being submitted to the Honorable the

Attorney. General,
) A, ORPEN MORIARTY,

: Chief Commirsioner of Crown Lands.
Crown Lands Office, B.C., 10 Dec.,, 1861.  (61.177.)

MirTTE,
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MmwuTE.

T mave no doubt whatever that it was so intended, but it may be a question whether
the words do not settle the matter to o greater extent. For mstance, a decision only
settling one boundary should say so, and not promise a lease of a block of land described
within complete boundaries,

The opinion of the Crown Law Officers should be obtained as recommended, and
on the matters set out by Mr. Moriarty. I should like, however, that the Crown Law
Officers would go into the whole case, and that their dealing with the matter should
include the following :—

1st. Does the letter from Colonel Barney require that, under the clause
referred to by Mr. Moriarty, the land within the boundaries therein set
out should be given to Fales?

If this is settled in the affirmative, it will cover the whole question. If otherwise,
I want to know what are the boundaries (if any) settled under that letter.

11 Dee, JOHN R.

To be considered urgent.

Casg—WarHoLLOW Ruw.

Tue boundarics of this run appear to have been disputed by (1) Mr. Vidal, (2)
Mr. Cliff, (3) Mr. Nowland.
Mr. Vidal, it appears by Mr. Commissioner Gibbs' report, although summoned,

-did not appear; a.report was made in favour of Mr. Bales, which was confirmed by the

Governor on 31 January, 1851

The dispute between Mr. CLiff and Mr. Eales was investigated and reported upon
by Mr. Commissioner Gibbs ; this report appears to have been dissented from by the
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, whose suggestions were approved of and con-
firmed by the Governor General on 158th July, 1851

The dispute between Mr. Nowland mzf Mr. Eales appears to have been brought
under the notice of Government so far back as November, 1848—to have been referred
to the decision of Mr. Gibbs, a Boundary Commissioner, in 1848,  Objection appears to
have been takenm by Mr. Eales to the jurisdietion of this officer, on the ground that the
dispute was not as to boundary, but as to an_entire run, which objection was at first
supported by the opinion of the then Crown Law Officers, who, however, subsequently
suggested that the dispute should be referred back to the Commissioner as a special
case; it was so referred, and the Commissioner, in September, 1851, reported in favour
of Mr. Eales. Mr. Nowland, on 5th February, 1552, by his attorneys, Messrs. Little and
Y eomans, requested a reconsideration of the case,

On the 19th February, by letter from the Colonial Secretary’s Office, the case
was zent to the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, that it might be investigated and
reported on aceording to its merits, in order to decide which of the parties is entitled
to & © lease,” and on the 10th March, 1852, the Boundary Commissioner reported in
favour of Mr. Nowland's claim. Messrs, Little and Yeomans, on behalf of Mr, Nowland,
by letter of date 18 April, 1852, brought under the notice of the Colomial Secretary,
the fact that Mr. Eales had abandoned an action he had brought against their client
respect of trespasses said to have been committed on the lands in dispute. This letter
was referred to the Crown Law Officers, wha, by letter of date 9th July, 1852, advised
upon the case g;enem‘]ly, and that My, Eales' elaim be allowed, which opinion appears to
have been acted upon ; as the Colonial Secretary, by letter of date, informed the Chief Com-
missioner that His E:celleuﬁf the Governor General had instructed him to state, that
the second report of the Chief Commissioner must be disallowed, and Mr. Eales' right
admitted to the land claimed by him. The subject was afterwarda brought under the
notice of the Home authorities (by petition of Mr. Nowland to the Queen in Couneil),
who directad that the decision of the Government should be acted on.  Mr. Eales there-
fore now by letter (from hiz attorney, Mr. Daintrey), of date 19th November, 1861,
claims that a lease of the run, aceording to the description given in a letter from the
Chief Commissioner to him, of date 16th Angust, 1952, should be issued ; by that letter
the Chief Commissioner informed Mr. Eales that the Governor General * having been
“ pleased to confirm, with the opinion of the Crown Law Officers, your right to the land
# plaimed by you in the case of disputed boundary noted in the margin (Nowland e
* Hales), he forwarded a description of the approved boundaries,” subject to which the
lease would be prepared. Whether the boundaries of the run as then described, agreed
with the finding of the Commissioner in the case of CLff v. Eales, does not appear; it
is supposed, however, that such is not the case, as the Chief Commissioner Crown
La.mfa suggests, that “it will be necessary that this counter claim should be provided
* for before the lease can issue as requested by Mr. Daintrey; but this point the Chief
“ Oommissioner will, no doubt, be able to determine,” The Chief Commissioner also
states, that doubts have been suggested whether the letter of 16th August, 1852, with
the deseription of * Walhollow,” may not be held under the 6th clause of the Crown
Lands Occupation Act of 1861, to have the effect of deciding, not only the dispute
between Eales and Nowland which was under inquiry before tiﬂ Boundary Commis-
gioner, but also the right of Hales fo the whole run as described, notwithstanding that the
claimants interested in certain of the boundaries were not parties to that particular

inquiry.
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inquiry. The Act of Council 11th Victoria, No. 61, under which Boundary Commis-
eloners were appointed, and questions as to disputed bounderies of runs settled, provides
that disputed claims may be referred to a Boundary Commissioner, that all claimants
shall kave due notice, &e. of the hearing of the case in which they are interested ;
the general instructions issued fo such Commissioners, which bear date 9th July, 1844,
they were directed to conduct such investisations as having reference to “one dispute
only, and thiz appesrs to have been the mode of procedure followed by them; the
evidence taken and the decision arrived at, therefore, in Nowland and Fales would only
be as to the relative rights of those parties, and would not have reference to the claims
of the parties in Cliff ». Hales; and the inguiry and decision in the latter cass would
alzo have reference only to the matters in dispute between the parties last named. If
this view of the effect of the proceedings before the Commissioner is correct, the
boundaries of Walhollow Run have been defined as to the dispute between Eales and
Vidal, in favour of Mr. Fales' claim; as to the dispute between Clff and Eales, in
favour of Mr. Cliff; and as to the dispute between Eales and Nowland, in favour of
Mr. Eales,

Mr. Eales’ present application is, however, to have a lease made to him by the
deseription forwarded to him, as the rezult of the decision in Fales v. Nowland, without
referemce to the decision in the ease of Eales v, Cliff; claiming, it would appear, to have
the letter of 16th August, 1852, considered as an absolute promise of a lense of landa
with the boundaries described therein, and not as simply a confirmation by Government
of his “right to the land claimed in the case of disputed boundary noted in the margin';
that is, the case Nowland ». Eales.

It appears from the Chief Commissioner’s report under date Tth September,
1859, that nothing has, sinee the confirmation of the decision the Government arrived
at in Nowland and Eales, occurred to call that decision into question, or (as he states)
which can be relied upon to shew that the case, as regards the right of lease, has been
re-opened ; the Commissioner does, however, allude to actions having been brought in the
Supreme Court, but states that they have not had, what he terms, the usual result of
cal.}l,ing into question, without deciding the rights of the parties to the leases promised
under the lands orders; whether the Commissioner is correct in coming to this eon-
clusion, there is nothing in the papers to shew. Amongst the papers forwarded are
gome relating to a dispute as to the Windsor Benevolent Asylum Run, to a dispute
‘between Allan and Fales, and with a Mr. Reynolds, which do not, however, it iz sup-
posed, affect the Walhollow Run, snd are not referred to in the Chief Commissioner's
Minute of date 10th September, 1861.

The point upon which the Chief Commissioner suggests o legal opinion should
be taken, is, whether the letter of 16th August, 1852, may not be held, under the Gth
clange of the Crown Lands Regulations of 1861, to have the effect of deciding, not only
the dispute between Eales and Nowland, but also the right of Eales to the whole run
as described in that letter, notwithstanding that claimants interested dn certain other
parts of the run were not parties to that particular inquiry.

The Honorable the Secretary for Lands suggests that the Crown Law Officers
should advise on the whole case, and the Honorable the Attorney General is, therefore,
requested to advise on the case submitted.

Crown Solivitor's Office,
6t January, 1862,

(62-807.)
Oreixros oF ATTORNEY GEFERAL HarGRAVE.

Assvmrye that the statement in the Chief Commissioner's Minute, dated Tth September,
1558, that since the final confirmation of the decision in Nowland . Eales, nothing has
oceurred to call ite correctness into guestion, it appears to me that, as against Mr.
Nowland, My, Eales iz entitled to a lease with the boundaries as described in the letter
of 16th August, 1852, but whether he is also so entitled as against Mr. CHff does not
appear; that iz, in no place that I ean discover is it stated that this deseription agrees
with the decizion in his case,

T apprebend that the letter above referred to is 2 mere confirmation of the decision
arrived at in the case of the disputed boundary Nowland . Eales, and it is not an
abzolute promise from the Crown 20 as to bar the claims of other parties.

From the papers forwarded to me, as set out in the above précis, and from the
Chief Commissioner's Minute of 10th December, 1861, it would appear that, in respect
of & claim made by Mr, Cliff, the decision was adverse to Mr. Eales, and in preparing
the leaze, this decision must be observed, #hat 4 fo say :—The description in the letter of
16th August, 1852, must not be inserted, except it agrees with the decizion in this latter
ease; or, in other words, Mr. Eales' right to the run in question, as far as T am inatructed,
has been disputed by three persons only—WVidal, Cliff, and Nowland, The dispute in
Vidal's case has been settled in Mr, Eales’ favour by default; in Cliff’s case, against Mr,
Eales, after a full hearing ; and in Nowland's ease, in Mr. Eales’ favour, as above stated.

Mr. Eales' run is therefore defined by the joint operation of these three decisions,
and not by Nowland’s alone,

The Under Secr
for Public Lands,
B.C., 8 January, 1562.—W.EP.

——r— I

JOHN F. HARGRAVE,
Attorney General.

5l
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. I beg to recommend, on the boundaries of the respective runs being defined
sufficiently, in terms of the Aet, leases of them be now issued in accordance with the
promise of the Government, and with this opinion.

A.O.M.—B.C., 15 Jan., 1862,

Appd.—Inform.—Jorx B.—15 Jan.
The Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands.~—B.C., 15 January.—MLF.

Curer Comuissiower fo Mu 8. Crier.

(62-807) Crown Lands (ffice,
: Sydney, T February, 1862,

With reference to Colonel Barney's letter to Mr. Nowland, dated 16th
Angust, 1852, conveying intimation of the decizion of the late Gtovernor Gleneral, on the
report of the Boundary Commissioner, on the disputed claims of Mr. Nowland and Mr, Eales,
to the Walhollow Bun, I have now the honor, with the authority of the Honorable the
Minister for Lands, and pursuant to an opinion which has been given by the Law Officers,
to inform you that, under the 6th clauze of the Crown Lands (ocupation Act of 1861, a
lease of the Walhallow Run will be granted to Mr. Eales, in accordance with the decision
and promise ahove referred to, in so far ag it is applicable to the particular dispute.

I have, &c.,
A 0. MORIARTY,
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands.

HIR,

Crter ConwmsstoNer fo B, Darvreey, Esq.

(62-5807.) Crown Lands Qffice,
g Syduey, T February, 1962,
IR,

With reference to your letter of the 19th of November last, making
application, under the Gth section of [the Crown Lands Oecupation Act of 1861, on
b of Mr. John Hales, for the issue of a lease of the Walhallow Run, in econformity
with the final decision of the Government in the disputed boundary case Nowland o.
Eales, az conveyed to your client, under date 16th August, 1852, I have now the honor to
state, with the authority of the Honorable the Minister for Lands, that the communi-
cation from Colonel Barney to Mr, Eales, to which yon refor, was an intimation of the
decision of the Grovernment on the dispute between Eales and Nowland only.

. Portions of the boundaries of Walhallow were disputed by Mr. Vidal, and
also by My Clift, and after an investigation before s Boundary Commissioner, a decision
was arrived at in the latter case, unfavourable to the claims of Mr. Eales, which was
commumicated to the respective parties on the 20th November, 1851. It will be
necessary, therefors, that this counter claim should be provided for before the lease can
iszne.

Meantime, under the 28th clause of the Crown Lands Oecupation Aet of 1861,
the decision communicated to Mr. Eales on the 16th August, 1852, will be as effectual
in protecting his ocenpation as if it had been embodied in & formal lease.

All the boundaries of the run being sufficiently defined in terms of the Act above

uoted, a lease of the Walhallow Bon will be issued in hiz favour, in accordance with
the promise of the Glovernment and with this decision.
I have, &e.,

A, 0. MORIARTY,
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands.

Crier CoMumrsstoreR fo CoMMissrowes, LiverrpooL Prarws.

{62-807.) Croton Lands Offfice,
Sydney, 5 March, 1862,

With reference to the letter of the late Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands,
Colonel Barney, to your predecessor, dated 16th Aungust, 1852, No. 72, conveying intima-
tion of the decision of the late Governor General, on the report of the Boundary
Clommissioner, on the dizputed claims of Mr. Nowland and Mr. Eales, and with reference
also to his letter of the 20th November, 1851, conveying the decision on the disputed
case between Mr. Eales and Mr. Clift,—I have now the honor, with the authority of the
Minister for Lands, and pursuant to an opinion which has been given by the Law Officers,
to inform I?"vnu that, the 5th elause of the Crown Lands Oecupation Aet of 1861,
leases of the respective runs will, on their boundaries being defined sufficiently in terms
of the Act, be granted to the claimants, in accordance with the decisions and promises
ghove referred to, ,
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I have, therefore, to request that you will proceed, at your earliest convenience,
with the valuation of the unsettled portions of the respective holdings, as settled by the
said decisions, and forward to me revised descriptions thereof for insertion in the leases,
aa well as of the portions which, lying to the east of the Mooki River, are now of the
Settled Class, for appraisement under the Crown Lands Occupation Act of 1861.

I have, &e.,

A, 0. MORIARTY,
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands,

Assessive CoMmrsstoNer, Liverroon Praiws, fo CHier CoMMISSIONER.

(62-3243.) Crown Lands Office,
(62-807. 62-270.) Twnworth, 17 Mareh, 1562,
Srr,

With reference to your letter of 5th March, wherein you refer me to the
late Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, Colonel Barney's letter to my predecessor of
20th November, 1851, and also his letter of 16th August, 1852, the former conveying the
decision on the disputed case between Mr. Fales and Mr. CLift, the latter cumruj-in%
intimation of the decision of the late Governor General on the disputed elaims o
Mr. Nowland and Mr. Eales, on the report of the Boundary Commissioner, and requesting
me to proceed to Walhollow at my earliest convenience, for the purposes named in
your Jetter,—1I have the honor to inform you that, having looked over the Chief Commis-
sioner’s letters for 1851 and 1852, I ean find no trace of any such documents as those above
referred to. '

I would therefore respectfully request that you would canse copies of the above
two lettera to be forwarded to me, and in ease 1 may have misunderstood your letter,
would wish to be informed if T am to proceed with the appraisement of that portion of

the run lying to the eastward of the Mooki River, at the same time as that portion lying seisd ciass,

to the west of said river.

I have, &c.,
A J. KINGSMILL,
C.CL,
[ Enclosure.)
(1308.) Crown Lands Office,
8 Sydney, 16 August, 1562,
ir,

Hie Excellency the Governor General having been pleased to confirm, with the opinien”of
the Crown Law Officers, the right of Mr. Eales to the land claimed by him in the case of disputed
boundary noted in the margin,—I am now dirested to forward, for your information, a copy of the
approved houndaries suliject to which the leass of his ran will be prepared.

. : I have, &e.,,

GED, BARNEY,
The Commisaioner of Crown Lands, C.C.OL

Liverpool Plaina.
Deseription same as in letter to J, Eales of aame date,

Deseription of Walhallow Run.

Bounded on the sonth by a cattle track sdjoining the Hawkesbury Bociety's grant, bearing
west about four miles, “"m & line from Allen's fenee, bearing east about one and = half mile ; then
south-east to the Dury boundary ; on the east by the Weerie's Oreel Ranges: morth by a line from
Curra Gap adjoining the Breeza, hearing west about seven miles to the Mucki River; then by s gully
known as the Dog Trap Gully, adjoining Clift's, sbout three miles, bearing weat.

GEOQ. BARNEY,
C.O.CL

Carer CoMMISSIONER fo Commrssiorzsr, Liverroon Prass,

(62-3243.) Crown Lands Office,
Smm, Sydney, 12 April, 1862,

1 have the homor to acknuwledge the receipt of your lotter of the 17th
March, and I forward in reply copies of Colonel Barney’s letters to your predecessor, of

:he;:fﬂth November, 1851, and 16th August, 1852, as well as of the deseriptions attached
Q B,

2. I gave no instructions for the appraisement of the portions of the run lying to
the eastward of the Mooki River ; this appraizement will be made under the Crown Lands
Oceupation Act of 1861, under separate instructions.

3. What I required was, a revised description of the portion of the run referred
to, upon which to issue instructions for the appraisement; and that the other portions
should be valued as well as described.

* I have, &e.,

) A. O, MORIARTY,
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands.

Crier
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Curer CoMuissioNes fo CouMrssioNer, LivErrooL Praiws.

(62-3243.) Crown Lands Office,
(mgi) Sydney, 28 April, 1862,

Adverting to my letter of the 12th instant, in which I forwarded ecopies
requested by you of certain papers connected with the Walhollow Bun, I have now the
honor to inform f{c-u that the Honorable the Minister has directed that the settlement of
this matter should be expedited, and as it may be delayed unduly if not put out of the
Drd.i.na.r%;'cuumﬂ, I invite your attention to the necessity for its early disposal.

ou will receive herewith instructions for the appraisement of the settled portion
of the ron,
I have, &c.,
A, ORPEN MORIARTY,
C.C.CL

Mmore or Chrer CoMMISEIONER.

Inform Messrs. Norton, Son, and Barker of the present boundaries of the
Walhallow BRun, lately held by Nowland, afterwards Cleft, in the District of Liverpool
Flains—that is to say, after the decisions on the disputed boundary with Eales and others
have been given effect to.—A Q.M. —15 dpsril.

Request Mr. Kingsmill to state what portion, if any, of the Wallalla Rum,
formerly Nowland's, now Clift's, will remain to the lessee after excluding the land
adjudged, by the various decisions that have been communicated to him or his predecessors,
to other claimanta.

Liverpool Flains Commissioner, 7 May, 1863,

I have notbeen able to obtain the papers in re Clift and Nowland ; but assuming, as
I believe to be the case, that the matter in dispute was decided in favour of the former,
then both Me, Clift, of Doonoo, and Mr. Eales, of Walhallow, will have established their
claims aa against Mr. Nowland, of Walhallow East and West; and there would remain
to the latter only a small strip of back country ¢ miles by 3, or thereabouts, between the
west boundary of Fales” Walhallow and the east boundary of Collyblue, about 8
miles from north to south, and bounded on the north by part of the southern boundary
of Doonoo, about 6 miles from east to west. Assuming as above, that Mr. Clift, of
Doonoo, established his claim against Nowland, of Wallalla East and West, as well as
againat Hales, of Walhallow, then Doonco would be described as claimed in demand
for lease.—A.0.P.—24 April,

Cmer CouMrssioxer fo ComuissioNer, LaiveErroon Pratws,

(62-3245.) Crown Lands Ocoupation Office,
Sydney, T May, 1863,
S,
I have the honor to request that you will be good emough to state what
ortion, if any, of the Wallala Bun, formerly Nowland's, now Clift's, will remain to the
E:ucc, after excluding the land adjudged, by the various decisions that have been communi-
cated to you or your predecessors, to other claimants.
I have, &c.,
A. 0. MORIARTY.

Assgssrwe Cossrsstowen, Liverroon Praiws, fo CHieF CoMMISSIONER,

(62-5080.) Crown Lands Office,
Tamworth, & May, 1362,
BIER,

With reference to your letter bea.rinE date 5th March, requesting me to
proceed to Walhallow, for the purposes specified therein—and alao to yours of the 12th
ultimo, on the same subject, enclosing copy of the late Chief Commissioner of Crown
Lands (Colonel Barney's) letter to my predecessor, of date 20th November, 1851, and
16th August, 1852, aa well as copies of the Walhallow and Dunoo boundaries,—1 have the
honor to report as follows, vis. :—

1. Onmy arrival at Walhallow, I found that the Hawkesbury Benevolent Scuciety
had taken upon themselves, in February last, through their surveyor,
Mr. Langley, to mark a boundary line on the south side of the run,
commencing at the Rocky Crossing-place, at a tree in the bed of the River
Mooki, marking it with the broad arrow, running west to a point on the
plain, and on the east side to a black stump marked in the same manner—
the distinguishing point between the Walhallow and Duri BEuns—thereby
eutting off a portion of the former run, as well aa the whole of Messrs.
Christian's Gunnadilly Run,

2,
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2. Proceeding in an easterly direction, and crossing the Breeza and Maitland
Road towards Wearie's Creek Range, it appears that Mr. Single claims all
the land lying between the aforesaid road and range to the southward of
Wearie's Ureek, including the Dirty Legoon, upon which land he has
erected sheep stations,

3. To the north of Wearie's Creek, between the Breeza and Maitland Road and
range, Mr. Clift claims for part of his Wearie's Creek Run, which he states
ran always east and west of the range.

4. Going north by the range to Cana Gap, and taking & westerly line from that
gap, would cut off nearly all of the Doonco Run.

Under these circumstances, and considering the interests involved, as well as being

%uidad by the 17th clause of the Regulations under Crown Lands Occupation Act of 1861,
forbore marking the boundaries, or proceeding further, until I brought the matter under

your notice, : .

I beg to enclose a plan of Walhallow,® which will shew at a glance the encroach- * Appumdix,
ments, &e., &e., on this run.

I have, &e., .
A, J. KINGSMILL,
CC T,

The two cases of disputed boundary still existing, namely, the Hawkesbury Benevo-
lent Society v. Eales, and Single . Eales, had better at onee be sent to arbitration,

JOHN R.
1 July,

Cmer Comnssiower fo Commrssioner, LIVERPOOL Prarys.

(62-5080.) Crown Lands Office,
(62-848.) Sydney, 14 May, 1562,
Sz,

With reference to your letter of the 3rd instant, applying for further
instructions before proceeding to the valuation and definition of the boundaries of Wal-
hallow, I have the honor to inform vou that the line marked by the Hawkesbury
Benevolent Society, on the west side of the Mooki, is that described i their demand for
a lease, which appears to have overlapped to the extent of the land between the cattle
track and the line from the Rocky Crossing-place—that of Mr. Eales for Walhallow.

2. On the east side of the Mooki, the Hawkesbury Society’s claim for a lease iz
deseribed as bounded by Allen’s line, which iz a line bearing east about 8 miles from the
Rocky Crossing-place to a small hill near Duri. Thiz also seems to have overlapped
wholly the claim of Allen—now Christian and Humphrey.

3. In neither of these cases were caveats entered by either party agninst the claim
by the other ; and if, as would appear to be the case, the pavties still adhere to their
respective lines, the disputes must be referred to arbitration,

4. In like manner, it would appear that the claims of Single and Eales must have
overlapped, though, as the former omitted to describe in detail in his demand for a lesse
the line which he claimed on the side of Walhallow, the overlap does not appear on the
face of the respective descriptions. Neither party entered a caveat (Single cﬁd not, snd
Eales could not from the terms of Single's description), no steps have ae vet, therefore,
been taken for the determination of this dispute by authority, with the exception of a
possessory action (decided, T believe, in favour of Single), in which of course the rights
of lease of the parties did not arise. This will, therefore, it appears to me, also require to
be referred to arbitration,

5. The land north of Weerie's Creek, between the range snd the Breeza Road,
seems to me to be that which was in dispute before the Boundary Commissioner, Mr.
Gibbes, between Eales and Vidal, the latter of whom allowed the case to go by default,
and & lease was promised to Fales by a letter dated S1st January, 1551, Clift’s present
elaim is therefore inadmissible,

6. The land between the Breeza Road and the Mooki seems to be that dizputed
between Eales and Clift, and decided in favour of the latter by the late Govermor, a
copy of whose decision I forwarded to you in my letter of the 12th ultimo.

7. You do not refer to the remaining boundaries of Walhallow, west of the Mooki.
I presume, therefore, that I am justified in inferring that no difficulties present them-
#elves as to these boundaries,

. 8. I have to request you to give your careful attention to the foregoing observa-
tions, and favour me with a further report, referring separately to each dispute, and
stating whether the several parties f.t,iliJ lay claim to the lands as indicated by their
rﬂ;{}amtiva deseriptions ; to the end that, in such case, the matter may be again bronght
before the Government, with a view to its ultimate and definite disposal.

I have, &e.,
A, 0 MORIARTY,
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands.

64—B ComuissToren,
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ConnrssroNeR, LIveErrooL Poams, fo Orrer CoMMISSIONER.

(63-2624.) (rown Lands Ocoupation Office,
Liverpool Plains,
Tameorth, 22 July, 1863,
S,

With reference to your letter of 7th May last, requesting fo be informed the
quantity or portion the Walhollow Run, formerly Nowland's, now Clift's, which will
remain to the lessee after excluding the land adjudged, by the various decisions that have
been communicated to me or my predecessors, o other elaimants, there would remain a
block of country of about 16,000 acres; commencing about 4 miles west from the
Mooki River, and bounded on the east by the western boundary of the Messrs, Chris-
tian’s Walhollow Run, as far north as the Dog-trap Gully; on the north by Dumo

Clift’s) ; on the west by Collyblen (Hamilton's); on the south by a portion of
ickabill (Blaxland’s), also by a portion of the Hawkesbury Benevolent Society’s run
Macki, at the highest point of Spring Ridge, the latter run being defined by me on the
16th and 17th of this month.
I have, &e.,
A, J. KINGSMILL,
C.C.L.

Crrer CoMmissioNEe fo Comussioner, Liverroon Prarss,

(63-2624.) Crown Lands Qooupation Ofice,
Sydney, 14 August, 1863,

‘With reference to your letter of the 22nd ultimo, reporting that the area of
the Wallala Bast and West {\an.}_hn]ltrw] Roun, in the Liverpool Plains Distriet, has been
reduced to 16,000 acres, by the exclusion of the land adjudged to other claimants by the
various decisions, I have the honor to inform you that tl'Jle former renteharge has thereby
become inapplicable, and T have to request that you will be good enough to proceed to
the appraisement of the grazing capabilities of this run, for which notice and appointment
are herewith forwarded, at your earliest convenienee, and in secordance with your previous.
instructions.
I have, &e.,

A, 0. MORIARTY,
Chief Commigsioner of Crown Lands,

Six,

Curer ComuissioNer fo UvpERr SecrrraRY For Frrawce awvD TraDE.

(63-2624.) Crown Lands Office,
Sydney, 24 September, 1863,
SIE,
Mr. Commissioner Kingsmill having, on the 22nd July last, reported that the
aren of the Wallala East and West (Walhallow) Bun, in the District of Liverpool Plains,
hias been reduced to 16,000 acres, by the exclusion of land adjusted to other claimants by
the various decisions, I have the honor to inform you that the former rent charged has
thereby become inapplicable, and that the amount for which the Messrs. Clift, the present
lessees thereof, will be liable for rent and sssessment, will, pending the a.ip%raiaememt of
the grazing capability thereof, for which instructions have issued, he as follows, viz. :—
Rent, £10; Assesament, £30.
' I have, &c.,

A O. MORIARTY,
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands.

Crrer ComyissioNer fo Messps. Crrer Brormess, MaIToaxD.

(63-2624.) Crown Lands Oocupation Office,
Sydney, 24 September, 1863,
GENTLEMEN,

Mr. Commissioner Kingsmill having, on the 22nd July last, reported that
the area of the Wallala East and West (Walhallow) Run, in the Liverpool Plains
District, has been reduced to 16,000 acres, by the exclusion of the land adjudged to other
claimants by the various decisions, I have the honor to inform you that the former
rentcharge has thereby become inapplicable, and that the amount for which you will be
liable, for rent and assessment, will, pending the appraisement of the grazing capabilities,
for which instruetions have been issued, be as Er]awa, viz. :—Rent, £10 ; Assessment,
£30.

I have, &e.,
A, 0. MORTARTY,
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands.

8, Crrer,
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8. Crurer, Esq., fo CHier CoMMISSIONER.

(63-2338.)
Maitland, 26 September, 1363,
S1m,

Not having received any intimation that the small portion remaining of
the Wallalla Hun has been assessed, will you oblize by informing me, at your earlicst
eonvenience, what amount will have to be paid for the present year?

I am, &e,

SAMUEL CLIFT.

8. Currr, Esg., fo Conowrar Teeasvnen,

{63-3389.)

BMaitland, 28 September, 1863,
S ’

The Chief Commissioner for Crown Lands having thought proper to reduce
the rent and assessment on the Wallalla Bun, to (£10) ten pounds {he former, and
(£30) thirty pounds the latter, for the year 1863, —ithe sum of [554:] fifty-four pounds
having been paid by me, on the 12th of December last (under protest), for rent of
Wallalla, there will now be a balance of (£14) fourteen pounds in my favour, which you
will oblige by remitting.

I am, &e.,
SAMUEL CLIFT.

The elaim for refund will be submitted for consideration ; in the mean time the
assessment for 1863, viz., £30, will be required to biiapnid.—W.N.—Z Oret,, /68,
The Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands. B.C., 2 Oct., /68.—H. L.

8. Curvr, Esq., fo Cuier CoMuissioNes.
(3364.)
o Maitland, 28 September, 1863.
IE,
The sum of £54 pounds having been paid by me (under protest) to the
Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, on the 12th of December, 1862, for rent of the Wallalla
Run for the present year, that sum will now be more than sufficient to cover the rent and
adEEEsment. ’
I am, &c.,
SAMUEL CLIFT.

Crier CoMumissioNEr #f0 UNDER SECRETARY FoR FINANCE AND TRADE.
(3364.) S Clife, (Wallalla)

I s26 to be informed if any record exists at the Treasury, of the remt of the
above run, paid on 12th December, 1862, having been paid under protest, or of any
application having then been made for its reduetion.

A. 0. M—B.C., 17 Octr., 1863,

W. Newcombe, 21/10/65 —H.L.

Frotest lodged, and is herewith—W.N.—21st Octi, /63,
63-3603.—C.C. Crown Lands, 21.

22 Oectr— Urgent.—H. L.

8. Crrer, Baq., fo Corontan TREASURER.

Maitlond, 12 December, 1862,
Six, :

I beg to forward you a draft on the Joint Stock Bank, Sydney, for (£54)
fifty-four pounds, being the amount of rent due on the Walhollow "Station for the
year 1863,

The remt of this station being about four times greater than the adjoining runs of
similar deseription and larger area, I beg to protest against it as excessive, and 15.&0 that
this etation being occupied by two parties, the Government is receiving rent from both
parties for the same land.

¥ remain, &e.,

SAMURBL CLIFT.

CHIEF
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Cromer ComuisstoNer #o0 UrDER SECRETARY FOR LawDps,

(63-3603.) .
Ow the 12th December, 1562, Mr. Sammnel Clift, on behalf of his father, the then
holder of the promise of lease of the Wallala East and West (Walhollow) Run, in the
District of Liverpool Plains, protested against the charge made thereon as rent, viz., £54,
az being excessive, on the ground, amongst others, that the greater portion of the run
had been adjudged to other claimants by various decisions with respect to its boundaries ;
and as it would appear from a report by Mr. Commizsioner Kingsmill, dated the 22nd
July last, that the area now remaining to this run, after excluding the land adjudged to
other claimants, is only 16,000 acres, the rentcharge on which, pending the appraisement
of the run under the Crown Lands Occupation Act of 1861, would have been but £10.

I beg to recommend the refund to Mr. Clift of the sum of £44, being the difference
between the amount paid by him as rent for 1863 on the run in question, under an
excessive estimate of area, and that chargeable upon the area actually u:ug.er lease to him.

AOQDM,
B.C, 4 November, 1868,
This appears to be very fair—J.B.W.—24¢4 November.
Minute.—25¢k.

Misore Paree ror THE Excrrive CoUsciLn.

Department qf Landa,
(B4-21.) Sydney, 30 November, 1863,

Wallals Bast, ~ As it appears from the enclosed report of the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands,
panl o LAve that the greater portion of the run noted in the margin has been adjudged to other
et e cupy, Claimants than the holder, and the area remaining to him is only 16,000 acres, it is
' recommended to Hiz Excellency ihe Governor and the Executive Council, that the sum
of £44 be refunded to Mr, Clifh, being the difference between the amount paid by him

aa rent for 1868 on the run in question, under the original estimate of area (£54), and

that chargeable upon the area actually under lease to [ium (£10), pending appraisement.

J. BOWIE WILSON,
Clerk of the Council —M.F.—B.C,, 1 Deer,

Minute §3-45, T December, 1863.—Confirmed, 14 December, 1863.
Uwpen the report of the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, and upon the recom-
mendation of the Honorable the Secretary for Lands, the Executive Council advise that
the sum of forty-four pounds sterling (£44), being the amount paid in excess as rent on
the Wallala Bun for the wvear 1863, be refunded to Mr. Samuel Clift, the holder of
the promise of lease of the said run, in consequence of the reduction in the area thereof.
ALEX. C. BUDGE,
S Clerk of the Council.
Approved—I. Y.
15 Deer., /03,

For the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands.—B.C., 23 December, 1863, —MLF.

Crier Coxuisstoner fo 5. Croer, Esg.

64-21. Crown Lands Occupation Office,
( ) _ Sydmney, 8 January, 1864,
Bk,

I have the honor to inform vou that, as it appears that the greater portion of
the Wallala East and West (Walhollow) Run, in the Distriet of Liverpool Plains, has
heen adjudged to other claimants, by varions decisions with respect to its boundaries,
His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Couneil, has authorized
the Under Secretary for Finance and Trade to refund to you the sum of £44, being the
difference between the amount paid by you as rent for 1863 on the run in question,
under an excessive estimate of arvea, and t-gnt chargeable upon the area actually under
lease to you. 1 have, &e., _

A 0. MORIARTY,
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands,

Crirr Broruegs fo CHIEF COMMISSIONEE.
{63-4439.) West Maitland, 22 December, 1863,
Hie

" We have the honor to apply, that the duration of the leases of our Doona,
Weis Weis, and Wallalla Buns, in the Distriet of Liverpool Plains, may be extended
to ten years, at the same rent, and on the same terms and conditions, as the original
leases granted to us. We make this application under the 15th section of the Crown
Lands %ctupat.inn Act of 1861, on the ground that we have, by the adoption of artificial
means, rendered our seid rons capable of permanently depasturing 4,000 sheep and 800
head of cattle, which, at the time of the original appraizement thereof, they were incapable
of sustaining. ) We have, &c.,
CLIFT BROTHERS.

CoMMISBIONER,
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CoumisstONER, LIVERPOOL Pratws, fo Curer CoMMISSIONER.

(64-634. 64-13.) Crown Lands Ocoupation Office,
(63-4430.) Liverpool Plains,
] Tamuworth, 16 February, 1364,
1R,

With reference to your letter of 20th ultimo, T beg to hand you enclosed the
appraisement documents for t{a runs named in the margin, which I have duly appraised
in accordance with your instructions, and defined according to the recent decisions of the
arbitrators,

With regard to Wallala (Back), T have taken the liberty of altering its name
from Wallala Fast and West (Walhollow), as this would eonfound it with Messrs,
Christian’a two runs of Walhollow, which lie to the east and west of the Mooki River,
and are ealled Walhollow (East) and Walhollow {West) ; Walbellow (Back), Clift's
run, lying behind or to the westward of Walhollow (West).

The document to appraise the grazing capabilities of Mooki River, Doono Range,
waa forwarded to me with the other papers, but this run lying in the 2nd Class Settled
Diatrict, I altered it to the annual value.

In comsequence of these runa possessing no permancnt water, I have appraised
them at the following rates, viz. :—

Wallala (Back), 4,000 sheep.
Mooki River, 6,000 sheep.
Mooki River, Doono Range, £20 per annum.

I have, &e.,
A. J. EINGSMILL,
C.C.L.
[ Enclosures.)
APPRAISEMENT,
(64-636.) District of Liverpool Plalns.

Name of Bun—Wallala | Back).

Claimant of a Lease—Clift Brothers,
Usper and inlpurnuam.‘.u of the provisions in that belalf contained in the ** Crown Lands Oecupation
Act of 1861," 1, Arthur John Kingsmill, the appraiser duly appointed in the matter of the appraise-
ment of the grazing capability of the run koown as Wallala [Buﬁ! (of which a description is appended
hereto), now held under the promise of a lease from the Crowa, by Clift Brothers, do hereby certify and
declare that I have gone over and inspected the lands eomprised in the said run; and made diﬁgnnt
inguiry and examination 88 to the grazing capability thereof, and I do hereby appraise such grazing
capability at 4,000 sheep,

Given under my hand, at Tamworth, this 23rd day of January, oD, 1864,

A. J. EINGBMILL,
C.CL,

Deseription.
Eatimated Area—16,000 acres.

Wallala (Back),

Mook Fiver;
Mooki River.

Boundaries :(—Oommeneing from the south-west corner pin of Walhollow (Weat), about four miles from ’

the Mookl River ; bounded on the south by the Hawkesbury Benevolent Eucicl_y'a run * Mooki™; from
thence, in a westerly direction, to the high point of Spring Ridge, about five miles to a pine-tree with
two ohipa out, still continving in a westerly direction about one and a hall miles to an ironbark-tres,
marked with a ¢hip out on four sides ; bouoded on the west by * Collyblen” Run; from thence by &
line running northerly, taking in Spring Ridge Foint, to & tree mm’kcd}un the edge of the plain; still
continning in the sama direction to a peg on the seuthern boundary of Mooki River Run; from thence
by a line running casterly tn & treée marked with a chip out on four sides, about half & mile in the
Doone Ridge; beunded on the north by the unsettled portion of Mooki River Run, from the last-
mentioned point; on the east by a southerly line, about four miles, to the point of commencement,
WILLIAM CLIFT,
(For Clift Brothers.)

A, J. EINGSMILL,
G0 L

(B4-635.)
To Arthur John Kingamill, Esq.

Pursuant to the authority of the Honorable the Minister for Lands, conveyed to me in that
behalf, T hereby appoint you appraiser, to determine in accondance with the provisions of the = Crown
Landa Ocenpation Act of 1861," either as sole appraiser, in the event of the claimant of a lense herein-
after named concurring in your appointment, or in conjunction with an appraizser to e sppointed by
the said claimant, the grazing capability of the land comprised in the run enlled Wallala [ Back), situated
in the District of Liverpool Plains, and now held by the represcntatives of the late Mr. 8, Clift,

Given under my hand, at Sydney, this 14th day of August, a.n, 1863,

A, O, MORIARTY,
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands.

I, Arthur Jobn Kingsmill, do solemnly and sincersly declare that T am not dirceily or indirectlv
interested in the matter referved to me, and that I will faithfully, honestly, and to the hest of my skill
and ability, hear and determine the same under the * Crown Lands Occupation Act of 13517
Made and sobeeribed this 23rd day of Jaauary, a.p. 1564, befors me,
WALTER BCOTT, J.P.
A J. KingsMILL.
..

(E4-635,)

B
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(G4-635.) (A)
To Arthur Joho Kingsmill, Hsq,

Puorsuant to’ the authority of the Honorable the Minister for Lends, conveyed to me in that
behalf, I hereby appoint you appraiser, to determing, in acoordance with the provisions of the * Crown
Lands Oeenpation Act of 1861," either as sola appraiser, in the event of the claimant of a lense herein-
after named eoncurring in your appointment, or in conjunction with an appraiser to be apﬁﬂ\iﬂtm‘l by
the said claimant, the grazing capability of the land comprised in the ron called Wallala {Back), situated
in the District of Liverpool Plaing, and now held by the representatives of the late Mr. 8. Clift.

Given under my hand, at Sydney, this 14th day of Angust, A.n. 1863,

A. 0. MORIARTY,
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands.

(B.)
I, the undersigned, the claimant of o lease of the run called Wallals {Back), in the Distriet of Liverpool
Plains, do hereby eoncur in the appointment of Arthur Jobn Kingamill, as sole appraiser, to determine
the grazing capability of the said run, in terms of the ** Crown Lands Occupation Act of 1861."
Given under my hand, at Broeza, this 15th day of January, A.p. 1664,

WILLIAM CLIFT,
(For Clift Brothers.)

Bewramrx Ler, Jusn., fo Mivirer FoR Lawps.

(65-1291.) 247, Macquarie-street, Sydney,
10 March, 1865,
Siw,

Referring tomy interview with you yesterday, as to the Petitions of Executors
of the late Bamuel Clift, praying for redress in the matter of the Wallala Run, Liverpool
Plains, I now do myself the honor of handing you rough draft of said Petition. The
schedules therein referred to, I find, have not been forwarded to me.

I must apologize for not having a clean copy of the Petition for laying before you ;
but was anxzious to obiain your decision prior to returning to Maitland on 17th.
' I think you will, on inquiry, find that the complainants have sustained an injury,
and ml{ on your desire to do only justice in granting the compensation sought.
will, with your permission, wait on you again on Tuesday morning next.
I have, &c.,
BENJAMIN LEE, Juwz,

[ Enclosure. ]

To the Honorghla the Legislative Assembly of New Bouth Wales, in Parliament assembled.

The humhble Petition of Edward Denny Day and Frederick Nainby, of East Maitland, in the
Colony of New South Wales, Executors and Trustecs under the Will of Samuel Clift, late
of Enst Maitland aforeanid, Esquire, deceased, — )

HuMpLy BHEWETH :—

That one William Nowland, late of Liverpool Plains, in the Colony aforesaid, grazier, was,
in the year 1544, the duly licensed occupier of a caltle run situate in the said Distriet of Liverpool
Plains, and known by the name of Wallalla; and that in the year 1359, the said William Nowland
sold and transferred to the sald Sarmuel Clift all his vight, title, intercst, and possession of and in the
said cattle run, for the sum of £3,500.

That the right to the possession of the said run, with the exeeption of a very small portion
thereof, was, from the said vear 1844 to the year 1802, disputed by ome John Eeles, who claimed the
same as forming a portion of his Walhollow Ruon; and the said g'uhn Eales, during all the time afore-
gaid, depastured the said Wallalla Hun as his own—the eaid Willlam Nowland, up to the time of
the sale to the said Samuel Clift, depasturing the same with his stock, as the licensed oceupier; and in
like manner, the said run was oceupied and depastured by the said Samuel Clift, after the said sale to
him by the said William Nowland.

That both the said William Nowland and John Hales paid to the Crown the rent payable in
respect of the occupation of the said Wallalla Run, and ench of them were assessed from the year
1844 up to, and inclusive of, the year 1858, in reapect of the stock which they respectively actually had
¢n the said ran: and s:nb.qeg_nnnt to the year 1838, the said William Nowland, and Samuel Clift, and
John Eales, wers respectively assessed upon the capabilities of the said Wallalla Euon, without
reference to the stock running thereon.

That the zaid William Nowland and Jehn Eales respectively paid such rent and assessment in
respoct of the said Wallelle Bun,

That the first scheduls to this Petition sets forth a true aceount of the moneys paid by the said
William Nowland for the rent and assesement of the said Wallalla Bun, up to, and inclugive of, the

1858,
e That subsequent to the year 1858, the assessment upon the said run was paid by the said Bamuel
Cift, and by his representatives since his death, s set forth in the 20d scheduls hercunts annexed.

That for many years previons to the year 1858, the right to the possession of the said rom was
in contest hetween the said William Nowland and the said John Eales, by actiona at law between the
said parties, in one of which said actions the said William Nowland obtained a verdict againet the said
John Eales for upwards of £3,000 damages, for trespasses committed by bis cattle on the said
Wallalla REun,

~ That after the Act for regulating the oecupation of Crown Land, assented to, 18th October, 1881,
and styled and cited as the* Crown Lands Ocenpation Act of 1861," the consideration of the dispute
a5 to the right to leass of the said von was formally determined by the Minister for Lands, who

decided in favour of the said John Eales, by which decision the representatives of the said ﬁa-‘lflﬂ*bl
. i
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Olift, deceased, have not only been deprived of the said run, and lest all the benefit which they other-
wige would have been entitled to under the purchase from the said William Nowland, but the moneys
which have been paid to the Crown for rent and asseszment.

That your Petitioners humbly submit that the moneys paid by ‘the said William Nowland and
the gaid Samuel Clift bave been improvidently demanded and received by the Crown; because the
said John Eales also paid for rent and assessment for the same country, during all the years the same
was paid by the said William Nowland and Samuel Clife.

That the large amount of purchaze money paid by the said SBamuel Clift to the said William
Nowland, was so paid in congideration of the said William Nowland's long occopation of the said run,
and the payments by him o the Crown for such rent and assessment; and your Petitioners humbly
Aubmit that these moneys, and the moneys paid by the said Samuel Clift to the Crown, should be
reimbursed to the representatives of the estate of the zaid Samuel Clift.

Yonr Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that your Honorable House will be pleased to take the
subject matter of this Petition into mnsiﬁaﬁnn, and that you will be pleased to make such order in
the premises as to your Honorable House shall seem meet.

And your Petitioners, &c.

(65-1291.)
(Lds. 1219.) Mrmmore on Memoriar.

Tae Memorialists are in error in stating that the disputes as to the right of lease of th_e Walbollow Buan.

respective claimants of portions of the Walhollow Run, were determined after adjudi-
eation under the Oecupation Act.

The respective cases were adjudicated upon, and finally decided, by the late
Grovernor General, Sir Charles Fitzroy, after proceedings before a Boundary Commissioner,
terminating in the year 1852, and all that has been dome recently was to give effect to
guch decisions, pursuant to the 6th clause of the Qecupation Act, and to the special
advice of the Crown Law Officers as to the exigency thereof. In the interval between
the decisionz of the late Governor Gleneral and the steps taken under the Crown Lands
Ocenpation Aet for giving effect to them, and owing to the leases not having been

ted as promised, and the state of the law—under which the promise without the
ease was of no practical force—the parties continued to claim severally, and to contest by
litigation in the Supreme Court the possession of the land as against one another. And
it appears that Nowland, whose claim to the disputed land had been negatived, actually
sold hiz right for a large sum to Mr, Clift, under whom the present Memorialists claim.
If the present application for a re-adjustment of the license fees paid by Nowland
during his tenancy of the run—in consideration of the loss of country wlﬁilch he continued
to claim and eventually sold, notwithstanding the adverse decision of the Government—
had emanated from Nowland, it does not appear to me that it would now be entertained,
neither do I see how it can be entertained as from the present applicants as purchasers of
his interest, especially considering that any remission that might be made would be in
favour, not of them as the present lessees, but of Nowland, the lessee at the time of the
money being received.

As regards the license fees paid by Clift, a vemission has already been made in
favour of that party, extending back to the first claim for remission made him, viz.,
to the 1st January, 1868 ; and as he did not, during his lifetime, consider himself entitled,

or at any rate lay claim to & further remission, it does not appear to me that the Govern-

ment are called wpon to entertain such a claim from his representatives,
A O, M.
The Under Secretary for Lands, B.C., 8 May, 1865.

Send copy of this report, and say I concur~—Jorx R.
Returned to Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands—B.C., 19 May, 1865.—DML.F.
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands.—~M.F.—B.C., 13 March.

Sydney 1 Thomas BEiohards, Government Printer,— 1885,
[Price, 1s. 34.]
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1865.

—

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMEBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

LAND REVENUE AND PUBLIC WORKS EXPENDITURE,
CLARENCE RIVER DISTRICT.

(PARTIAL RETURK RELATIVE T0.)

Ordered by the Legislative dssembly to be Printed, 28 November, 1565,

PARTIAL RETURN, shewing Land Revenue and Public Works
Expenditure, Clarence River District, since the introduetion of
Responsible Government. (See Question (1.) in Fotes and Pro-
ceedings No. 18 of the present Session.)

“(1.) The amount derivable from the alienation of land
“under pre-emptive right, by auction and free selection, in
“ the Clarence District, since the introduction of Responsible
 Government.

“ (2.) The amount expended on Public Works in the Clarence
“ District during same period. -

“(3.) The nature of such Public Works performed, and
“ shewing the amount expended thereon.”

(Nos. 2 and 3 of this Return herewith.)

RETURN shewing the Amount Expended on Public Works, in each case respectively,
in the Clarence Electorate, since the insuguration of Responsible Government, to
the 31st December, 1864,

Axouwr.
Harrovrs awvp Rivess, £ & 4 .
Improvement of Navigation of Clarence and Richmond Rivers ...| 16,099 1 3
Roap Brawcs. o
In repairing and upholding Roads and Bridges, &e.... 8,556 &5 10
Brecrere Terversve Brawcs. .
Telegraph Line from Tenterfield to Grafton ... ... 66562 810
Worrs a¥vp Brinprraes.
Gaols, Court Houses, &e., &c..., W 14 6 1
Torar ... .. .. .. £ 8991017 0

[Price, 8d.] 127—
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1863.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

LAND REVENUE AND PUBLIC WORKS EXPENDITURE,
CLARENCE RIVER DISTRICT.

(FURTHER RETUEN RELATIVE TO.)

Ordered by the Legislative Awsembly fo be Printed, 29 November, 1865,

FURTHER RETURN (See Fofes and Proceedings No. 21 of
previous Session, Eniry 3Y), shewing Land Revenue and Publie
Works Expenditure, Clarence River District, since the intro-
duction of Responsible Government (See Question (1.) in Fotes
and Proceedings No. 13 of present Session), viz. :—

“ Return shewing the amount received for the Sale of Crown
“ Lands, by Auction, Pre-emption, and Conditional Purchase,
“ in the District of Clarence, from the 1st January, 1857, to
¢ the 30th December, 1864, inclusively.”

SvrvEYoR GENERAT fo UspEr SECRETARY For Lawps,
Surveyor General's Qffice,
Sydney, 25 November, 1865.
S,

With reference to your letter of the 2Iat instant, No. 41, I do myself the
honor to enclose herewith a Beturn shewing the amount derived by the sale of Crown
Lands in the District of Clarence, by auction, Fm-emption, and conditional purchase,
from the lat January, 1857, to 81st December, 1864, inclusively.

2. Without much labour and time, T am not in & position to furnish the informa-
tion required for 1856 and 1865, as T have no Returns for the years previously to 1857,
and I should have to compile the information from each separate return of sales for the
past three quarters of the current year.
I have, &e.,
W. R. DAVIDSON,
Surveyor General.

[ Enclosure.)

Rerues shewing the amount received for the sals of Crown Lands, by Auection, Pre-emption, and
Conditional Purchage, in the District of Clarence, from the 1st Jaouary, 1857, to the 30th
December, 1864, inclusively.

£ s d £ 8 d

For lands sold by anction .....e00.. THG0T 14 5

D, pre-emption ...... 26385 4 6
Do, copditionally* .... 6580 911
—— 110,573 B 10
* Palance due on Conditional Porchase, £16,741 Sa. 8d.
Surveyer (eneral’s Offfce, W. B. DAVIDSON,
ydney, 24th November, 1865, Surveyor (General.

{Price, 3d.] 126—
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1865-6.

—

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.

(CONIITIONAL FURCHASES UNDER ALIENATION ACT.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 27 March, 1866,

RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative
Assembly of New South Wales, dated 16 March, 1866, That there
be laid upon the Table of this House,— .

““ A Return of the number of Conditional Purchases under
“the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, during the
* months of January and February, in the years 1565 and
* 1866, distinguishing the number of purchasers and acreage
“ in each year and in each case.” '

(Mr. Cowper.)

Rerves shewing the number of Conditional Purchases under the Crown Lands
Alienation Act of 1861, during the months of January and February, in the years
15865 and 1866,

] 1865, 1848,
Mo, Anes, _E No. AREA,
& T. [ a I
JROUATY v isisvninnr i nenrnns 23 5737 2 0 414 48,546 B 0
Fobruary vuvuunnnnsennrnensnnnn, 66 | 11308 1 %3 63 30,908 3 25
Burveyor General's Office, W. B. DAVIDSON,
Bydney, 23rd March, 1566, . Surveyor General.

[Price, 34 801—
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1865-6.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.

(BE-SELECTION OF FURFEITED SELECTIONE.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 29 March, 1866.

RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative
Assembly of New South Wales, dated 23 March, 1866, That there
be laid upon the Table of this House,—

* Copies of all Minutes and other Documents, and Opinions
“of the Crown Law Officers, as to the re-selection of forfeited

* selections.”
(Br. Garrett.)

SCHEDULE.
LT PAGE
1. Burveyer General's printed cireulsr to Land Agents. 5 October, 1863, . .- w 2
2. H. A. Thomas to Becretary for Lands. 24 Murch, 1865 ., e . . . - 2
3. Minute of Under Secretary for Lands. 7 June, 1865 . s . . 2
4. Crown Solicitor to Under Becretary for Lands, Mr. Attorney Genaral Darvall's opinion, .
16 June, 1865 . . vaus . . . e .s e B
&, Burveyor General's eecond circular, 22 August, lEBS . . b
6. H. A. Thomas to Seeretary for Londs (Minute of Secvotary for Lm:uls theraon). "6 Aug"ust
1385 .. . . e . . . e . +
7. Telegram from H. A, ‘]‘]mma! 29 Aug-uat IEFH . .~ .
8. Telegram to Crown Land Agent, Armidale, n_f.:mug to above, Sa Auguat 1865 .. +
9. H. A. Themas to Seeretary for Lands (with remarks by the Becretary). 2 September, 1365 &
10, Under Secretary for Lands to H. A. Thomas, 25 September, 1865 .. .- v v 0
11. H. A. Thomas to Secretary for Lands. 30 October, 1365, . e e ‘e . . B
12. Mr. Atturney General Martin®s opinion. 24 February, 1866 .. .. . " - B
13. Under Sceretary for Lands to Surveyor (General. 5 March, 1566 e w T
14. Snrveyor General's third circular, 2 March, 1366, . . . . veae e T

d14—
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CROWN LANDS.

No. 1.

Crrevrak 10 LaND AGENTS.

(63-1901.) Burveyor General's Office,
Bydney, 5 October, 1563,
BIR,

Some misapprehension having arisen, sa to whether lands conditionally
selected and forfeited under the Crown Lands Alienation Act are open to re-selection by
second parties as conditional purchases,—I have to inform you, in order that such desirin
purchasers may be advised, that no such re-selections can be entertained, as the lands will
be brought to sale by auction without even their being again open to conditional purchase.

I have, &e.,
W. R DAVIDSON.

No. 2.
H. A, Tuowmas, Esq., fo SrorETARY Fomr Lawps,

{65-1631.) Saumarez, Armidale,
24 March, 1865,
Dean Sig,

With reference to several conditional purchases made by me in my own name,
and as agent for other persons, and which may be forfeifed for non-residemce, I have
heard it suggested that it is possible the Government may be induced to allow such for-
feited lands to be again conditionally purchased by second parties before being offered at
anetion,

In depreeation of such course (should it be eontemplated), allow me to refer you
to circular No. 63.1901, dated 5th October, 15863, from Surveyor General's Office,
addressed to Crown Lands Agents, on this subject; its concluding words are * that no
s gneh re-selections can be entertained, sz the lands will be brought to sale by auvetion
“ swithout even their being again open to conditionsl purchase.”

Having been an extensive purchaser of Crown Lands at anetion,—in order not to
have these lands rendered valueless by others zelecting the inferior lands betwesn my
auction purchases, in self-defence, and acting entirely on the faith of the cireular I
gquote, I made several free selections as I have above stated. If such lands on being for-
tleited are allowed to be free selected before goiu%q to auction, in total n{;}msitim to the
plain words of the circular’ (which eireular is still lying open on the table of the Land
Agent), T am sure that you will acknowledge that a great injustice will be done to me and
others in a like position. Surely such a course, in face of the eircular, would be unpre-
cedented. Tt may be the present Government disapprove of the cireular and will recall
it, but 1 will not readily believe they will suffer those who have acted in the good faith of
a Government circular to be deceived by it, to their great loss, and perhaps ruin.

The Land Act, it is helieved, anthorizes the Government to make regulations which
have the force of law. Whether o Glovernment eircular is such a regulation T cannot say,
but surely the public in the interior may pardonably take such a cireular exposed in the
office of ];':smd gent for law, and act upon it without being half ruined for their credulity.
Should such eirenlar after all be cuxmlSr;md not binding on the present Government, I
trust that you will see that I am only asking for bare justice, in claiming that my free
selections (if forfeited) should go to auetion %E&fm'e being open to re-election in terms

of cireular,
T have, &e., .
H A, THOMAS,

No. 3.

Mixvre oF UFDER StorETaRY FOR LANDS.

A pouer has arisen a8 to the power of the Government to sell by conditional sale, lands
that have been once conditionally purchased and duly forfeited by the purchaser thereof.

2, The 18th clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act provides for the con-
ditional sale of Crown Lands, and excepts from such sale only certain lands or certain
clazses of lands therein enumerated. Tands which have been conditionally selected and
afterwards forfeited are not named amongst these exeeptions, and the only I:JL%’I.SI' exempting
clauge appears to be the Tth.

8. The 20th clause declares that lands which have been conditionally purchased
and then abandoned by the purchaser, shall be declared forfeited, and may then be sold at
anction. And again, it is provided, in the latter part of the 18th clause, that in cases where
the conditions both as to residence and improvelent have not been fulfilled, the lands
shall revert to Her Majesty and be lable to be sold by auetion.

3.

*
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8. The question is,—do the worda of the 18th and 20th sections, whilst authorizing
the male by auction of such forfeited lands, prohibit their sale otherwise than at auetion,
notwithstanding that they are not named in the exceptions to the 18th clause, or may
such forfeifed lands be again conditionally selected ?

4. In asking legal adviee on this question it is proper that atiention should be
invited both to the 3rd clanse and the interpretation elavse. The former prohibits the
alienation of Crown Lands otherwise than in accordance with the provisions of the Aect,
and under the latber (item © Crown Lands™), the question arises whether lands onee con-
ditionally selected sre not contracted fo be granted in fee simple, and eonsequently cease
to be Crown Lands for the purposes of the Act.

M., F—7 June.

No. 4.

Crowy Sonlcrtor fo UrpeEn SECRETARY FOR Lawbs,

(65-3470.) Crown SBolicitor’s Office,

Sydney, 16 June, 1865,
BIr,

I have the honor to return to you, herewith, your minute of the Tth instant,

as to the power of the Government to sell by conditional sale lands that have been once .

conditionally purchased and forfeited by the purchaser thereof, and to state that T have
taken the opinion of Mr. Attorney General upon the point, and now send you a copy of

his advising. 'h o
| have, &e.,

JOHN WILLIAMS,
Crown Sclicttor.

Corr OPINION. |

‘THE language used in the 18th and 20th clauses is permissive, and not mandatory, and does

not indicate sale by auction as being indispensable, or the only way of alienating the land ;

and the lands zo referred to ave, I think, open to conditional selection as before, After

sach forfeiture the land eannot be said to have been granted or lawfully contracted to be

granted in fee simple.
. J.B.I.,

A G

No. b.
HurveEToR (GENERAL'S SEcorn CIRCULAR.

{65-1063.) Surveyor General's Office,
Sydney, 22 August, 1865,

BIm,

In my circular letter of the 5th October, 1863, it was intimated to you, that
lands conditionally selected under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, and after-
wards forfeited for breaches of the conditions of the Aet, could not again be conditionally
selected, but would be brought to sale by anction, ’ )

2. I am now to inform you that the attention of the Government has recently
been directed to this question, and that they have been advized by competent lesal
authority that the language on this head, used in the 18th and 20th sections of the Act,
is permissive, and not mandatory,

8. Tt follows that the circular above alluded to must be recalled ; sand T am now
therefore to inform you, that lands which (being legally open to selection at the time)
were conditionally purchazed, and afterwards declared by notice in the Government Gazette
to be forfeited for non-compliance with the Act, are again open to conditional selection,
provided that there be no other objection to such re-selection.

4. You will of course bear in mind that, where there are improvements effected
on the land to the value of £1 per acre, such lands cannot be again conditionally
selected.

I am, Sir,

W. R. DAVIDSON,
Surveyor (Feneral.
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No. 6.

H. A. Troumas, Esq., fo Secrerany For Lawns.

Saumarez, Armidale,
26 Aupust, 1865,
Him,

With reference to a circolar dated August, 1865, from the Surveyor (eneral
to Agents for the Sale of Crown Lands, recalling a former circular from same to same,
dated 5th October, 1863, to the effect that *lands conditionally selected under the
# Oppwn Lands Alienation Aet of 1861, and afterwards forfeited for breaches of the
¢ ponditions of the Aet, could not again be conditionally selected, but would be brought
¢ ty sale by anction,—may 1 be permitted to inguire whether the Government intend, by
this second eivcular, to authorizere-selections of those eonditional purchazeswhich have been
forfeited, and which were taken up by many (myszelf among the number), on the faith of
the eireular of 5 October, 1868, ¢ that such selections when forfeited would bave to go to
auction before being again open to such purchase,” or whether the operation of the last
cirenlar of August, 1865, is to be confined to such selections (when forfeited} taken up
ginee the latter date.

I beg permission to observe that, to my mind, in the face of the circular of
5 August, 1863, it would be utterly inconsistent with honesty and good faith to the public
for the Government to allow such re-selections before auction to apply to selections
taken up during the existence of that circular and afterwards forfeited. Whether the
first circular was right or wrong—good or bad poliey—is & matter which ought not to
affect the position of those who acted under it, ﬁalievin ¢ ps T and others did, that it had
all the force and power of one of those regulations Whit‘ﬁ the Government are empowered
to make under the Land Act

T have taken up selections under my own and relatives’ names openly, and with-
out concealment either from my neighbours or the Government, intending to fulfil the
conditions as far as possible, and that possibly an alteration of the law might enable me
to do so, and that even if forfeited, such lands, by circular 5 August, 1863, must go to
auetion—a mode of purchase quite as fully recogmized by the Land Act as free selection—
when I should have the opportunity of bidding.

The impression on the publie mind now ia, that the circular of August, 18G5, is
retrospective in its operation, and that the circular of 5 August, 1863, with its emphatic
and distinet engagement to deal with forfeited selections by public auction only, is o he
repudiated.

T cannot believe the (rovernment will inflict so grave an injustice—so serious an
injury—on those who have simply put faith in a Government cireular, and have invested
money under its sanction and direct encouragement.

As the matter is urgent, in view of the 31st instant being Land Office day, may
I beg the honor of an early reply.
‘ I have, &c.,

H. A. THOMAS,

Refer to telegram of this date, and say that the Government cannot be expected
to have much sympathy for gentlemen who have endeavoured to evade not only the
letter but the spirit of the law.—Jonx R.

No. T.

TeLesraM from H. A. Tuomas, Esq, TauwortH, fo MINISTER FOR Liawms,
29 August, 1865.

Doxs second circular to Land Agents permit forfeited selections taken up during operation
of first eircnlar to be re-selected before anction ¥ If so, it repudiates engarements touching
selections taken up in direct consequence of first eircular . If not, will Mr. Robertson
advize Land Agent, Armidale, by telegraph before 31st. '

No. 8.

Trrecrax T0 CRows LavD AcENT, ARMIDALE.
' ) 80 August, 1865.
(In answer to a Telegram from Mr. Thomas.)

No circular of the Surveyor General to any of his officers can alter the law. Conditional
purchases forfeited are not, as such, excepted from sale under the law.

No. 9.
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No. 9.
H. A, Tuooaass, Esq., fo SecrETART For LawDs,
(65-5805.) Saumarez, Armidale,

2 Beptember, 1865,
Sm,

In reply to telegram handed to me by the Land Agent, Armidale, stating
“No eircular of the Surveyor General to any of his officers can alter the law,” T beg
permission respectfully to observe, that though technically such circular may not embody
+a regulation within the legal meaning of 30th clause of Land Act, yet it would be pre-
posterous to expect the public to discriminate between the two, and to hold as worthless
a circular emanating from so high an officer as the Surveyor General.

Yor the Government fo disregard the engagements of the first circular, dated
5 October, 1863, with its emphatic, distinet, unequivoeal declaration that no such
re-selections can be entertained, as the lands will be gruught to eale by public auetion,
without even their being again gpen to conditionsl purchase, and hearing in mind that Land
Apents are directed to a:ﬂ-iua purchasers of the contents of that cireular, and that it lay
for nearly two years on the tables of the Tand Agents, for the guidance of the puhlic,
would be an act of the grossest wrong and injustice.

Sale by auction is a mode of sale just as completely recognized by the Land Act
as conditional purchase. An authoritative cireular, which to the public has necessarily
all the force of a legal regulation under the 30th section of the Act, is published, as itzelf
states, for the adviee ufg the public. T and others desirouz to get certain lands, are
informed by the eircular in question, that though such lands be selected and forfeited, they
shall not be again open to conditional purchase, but will be brought to sale by auction.

Following the course pointed out is therefore no evasion of the Act, and we are
perfectly justified in relying on the clear promises of that eircular ; and, without repu-
disting them, the Government cannot deprive the owners of forfeited selections of their
unquestionable vested right to have, at least, the opportunity of bidding for such forfeited
selections at public auetion, ‘

The word * may,” as used in the Act, T am quite aware gives the Government a
discretionary power to bring to auction or not ; but by the ulm.‘uﬁu- of 5th October, 1563,
the Government there and then made their election that forfeited selections should not
be open to re-selection before auction ; and the Government are bound, by every tie of
common justice and plain dealing, to act in accordance with the determination then come
to and publicly announeced with regard to all selections taken up, and during the operation
and existence of that civeular, and eince forfeited. The last cireular of August, 1865,
can justly be made to bear on such selections only as have been taken up since its pub-
lication,

As I believe the Government cannot fail to recognize my vested right toan oppor-
tunity of bidding at auction for all forfeited selections taken up during the existence of
clrcuﬁu gth Oetober, 1863, 1 have the honor to request that, to prevent conflicting claims
arising, the Land Agent, Armidale, be telegraphed to before the Tth instant (next Land
Office day), to refuse applications to re-select such lands, and that they may, as soon as
possible, be offered for sale at public auction,

I have, &e.,
H. A, THOMAS,

No. 10,

Urper Secrerary For Lawos fo H. A, TeEomas, Esg.

Department of Lands,
25 September, 1865,
Srm, '

Referring to your letter of the 2nd instant, and previous correspondence,
respecting two eircular letters addressed by the Surveyor General to the Land Agents,
on the subject of the mode of dealing with forfeited conditional purchases,—1I am directed
by the Minister for Lands to inform you that, by the first of the two circulars alluded
to, which does not seem to bear the construction put upon it by you, no engagement was
entered into by the Government to adhere to tfe mode then proposed of dealing with
this elass of cases, :

2. 1 am to state that Mr. Secretary Robertzon can neither see that that circular
offered any advice in the matter, as represented by you, nor that it can be properly eon-
Etﬁmc]dj into pointing out a means of evading the law, nor that any promise was made
thereby. .
3. I am to observe that the word “may,” alluded to by vou ‘as nszed in the
Alienation Act in connection with this class of eases, no doubt gives the Government the
power of bringing the land to auction or not at their discretion; but the word “shall”’ in the
13th clanse, determining the rights of conditional purchasers, makes it imperative that,
if the Government sell at all, aa eountry land, such land must be open to sale by con-
ditional purchase up to the last Land Office day before the sale. 4
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4, All lands are thus made open, other than such as are strictly excepted, and lands
once conditionally purchased and forfeited are not amongst the exceptions.

5. The Government have advertised the lands in question for sale by auction, and
they will be so sold or offered for sale unless conditional sale takes place in the mean-
time.

T have, &c.,
MICHL. FITZPATRICK.

No. 11.

H. A. Taodas, Esq., fo SECRETARY FOR LawDs.

Saumarez, -Armidale,
30 October, 1865.
S1z,
‘With reference to a circular, dated August, 1865, from the Surveyor
General to Agents for Sale of Crown Lands, to the effect that “ Lands conditionally
« selected should not be re-selected, as the lands will be brought to sale by auction
“ without even their being again open to conditional purchasers,” and also referring to
a subsequent circular, dated October, 1865, recalling the above,—1 beg respectfully to
inquire whether the Goovernment are determined to adhere to the practice of allowing
forfeited selections, taken up during the existence and operation of the first circular, to
be re-selected before offering them at auction. :
1 beg to submit that it is entirely unjust to give the second circular a retrospec-
tive effect. ‘
I have, &c.,
H. A. THOMAS.

For opinion of Attorney General—J. B. W.

No. 12:
Mg. ATToRNEY GENERAL MARTIN'S OPINION.

1 mave perused all the papers sent herewith, including the opinion of my predecessor,
Mr. Attorney General Darvall. The question raised is one of considerable difficulty ;
but after full consideration of it, I have arrived at the conclusion that lands conditionally
purchased, and subsequently duly declared forfeited by reason of their being abandoned
by the purchaser, are not open to conditional purchase a second time, if the Government
determine that such lands shall after their forfeiture be sold. By the 20th section of the
Crown Lands Alienation Act, it is enacted that lands so forfeited may be sold at auction.
If it were intended by the Legislature to leave such lands, on their forfeiture, in the same
position merely as other lands which had never been conditionally purchased, that object
would have been accomplished without the insertion of those words at all. Jtis a rule
of law in the interpretation of statutes, that effect must, if possible, be given to every
word in & statute ; and effect cannot be given to the words at the end of the 20th section
without holding them to mean that the forfeiture gives the Government the absolute
power to sell by auction without hinderance from any quarter. The Government could
not have such absolute power if, in the interval between the declaration of forfeiture and
the day appointed for the sale by auction, any one could conditionally purchase the land
about to be sold. Under these circumstances, it appears to me that although-the Govern-
ment may, if they think fit, permit lands once conditionally purchased and afterwards
forfeited to be conditionally purchased again, they are not bound to do s0; and if they
determine to sell the forfeited land by auction, they cannot be prevented taking that
course, by any one claiming the right to make a conditional purchase before the actual
sale by atiction. 1In all cases of forfeited conditional purchases, it therefore, as it seems
to me, rests in the discretion of the Government to determine whether lands forfeited
shall remain open to conditional purchase again, or be sold by auction without permitting
them to be subject any further to such conditional purchase. ‘With reference to the
contradictory circulars issued by the late Secretary for Lands, Mr. Robertson, of which
Mr. Thomas complains, I am of opinion, apart altogether from the policy or propriety of
the course taken by Mr. Robertson, that, as it was quite competent to the Grovernment
to allow the lands in question to be conditionally purchased a second time, any such
conditional purchases made after the second circular must be regarded as valid. In
future, in each case of forfeiture, the Government have, as already stated, the power to
determine whether the lands shall be sold by auction ; and perhaps the policy of the Act
would be most faithfully and satisfactorily carried out by the Government deciding, in
all cases of forfeiture, that the forfeited lands should be sold by auction, so as to with-
draw from the Minister what might be regarded as a dangerous discretionary power.

J. M.—24 February, 1866.

No. 13.
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No. 13.

UrpEr SECRETARY FOR LANDS Z0 SURVEYOR (FENERAL.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 5§ March, 1866.
Siz,

In forwarding to you the enclosed copy of an opinion given by the
Honorable Attorney General, upon the question as to whether land conditionally pur-
chased and forfeited should be open to re-selection or be sold by auction, I am directed
by the Secretary for Lands to request that, in accordance with the decision already
conveyed to you personally, you will cause a circular to be addressed without delay to
the Land Agents, instructing them in accordance with such opinion.

I have, &c.,
p MICHL. FITZPATRICK.

No. 14.

SURVEYOR GENERAL’S THIRD CIRCULAR.

Surveyor General’s Office,
Sydney, 2 March, 1866.
S1g,
In my circular letter of the 22nd August, 1865, it was intimated to you
that lands conditionally selected under the “ Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861,”
and afterwards forfeited for breaches of the conditions of the Act, were to be regarded
as open to conditional selection.

2. I am now to inform you that the attention of the present Government has
been directed to this question, and that they have determined (after taking the opinion
of the Honorable the Attorney Greneral) that lands so forfeited shall be offered for sale
at auction, and not otherwise. '

8. 1t follows that the circular above alluded to must be recalled ; and I am now,
therefore, to inform you, that lands which were conditionally purchased, and afterwards
declared by notice in the Government Gazette to be forfeited for non-compliance with the
Act, are not again open to conditional selection, but will be offered to sale by auction.

4. This decision will not apply to any case in which forfeited lands have already
been re-selected, in terms of my former cireular; in all such cases, the purchase, if
regular in other respects, will be completed. ‘

I am, &e.,
‘W. R. DAVIDSON,
Surveyor Greneral.

Sydney : Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1866.

[ Price, 64.]
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1865-6.

EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF
THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

Vores, No. 44. Trioav, 23 Fennvany, 15685,

13. Reserves under Crown Lands Alienation Act:—Mr. Cowper moved, pursuant to
Noties, as amended with the concurrence of the House,—
(1.) That a Select Committes, with power to send for persoms and papers, be
appointed to inguire into and report upon the Reserves proclaimed under the 4th
cﬁ'mse of the Crown Lands Alienation Act sinee the passing of the said Act, and
also, into all applications for such other reserves ss have been refused or not yet
dealt with.
(2.) That such Committee consist of Messrs, Wilson, Forster, White, Lang, Lucas,
Cunneen, Tighe, Forlonge, Sutherland, and the Maover.
Debate ensued. :
And Mr Wisdom requiring that the said Committee be agpc&nted by Ballot.—
Juestion,—That a Select Committee, with power to send for persone and papers,
be appointed to inguire into and report upon the Reserves proclaimed under the
4th clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act since the passing of the said Aet,
and also, into all applications for such other reserves as have been refused or not
yet dealt with,—put and passed,
Whereupon the House proceeded to the Ballot, and the Speaker declared the
following to be the Committee duly appointed:—Mr. Cowper, Mr. Tighe, Mr..
Forster, Mr. Lucas, Mr. Sutherland, Mr. White, Mr. Cunneen, Mr. Hay, Dr.
Lang, and Mr. Wilson.

, Yores, No. 46. Weoxnzspay, 28 Fesrvany, 1566
4. Reserves under the Crown Lands Alienation Act (“ Formal ™ Motion) :—Mr. Cowper

moved, pursuant to Notice, That Mr. Mw:]ahemnn be appointed a Member of the
C

Committee upon “ Heserves under the Crown Lands Alienation Act,” in the
room of My, ]lfa,y.

GQuestion put and passed.

Vores, No. 50. Weoxesoay, 7 Makcs, 1866.

3. Lands reserved in the District of Wellington (* Formal " Motion) :—Mr. Forlonge
moved, puranant to Notice, That the Petition presented by him on the 6th March,
from the Residents in Orange and its vicinity, be printed, and referred to the
Seleet Committee now sitting on Reserves under Crown Lands Alienation Act.
Guestion put and passed. '

Ordered to be printed and referred accordingly,

Vores, No. 61. Moxpay, 26 Manca, 1866

11. Reserves under Crown Lands Alienation Act:—Mr. Samuel, with £he concurrence of
the House, moved, withouwt notice,—That the Petition tg;rcsentsd by him on the 15th
. instant, from the Residents of M(ﬂﬂn‘g, praying for the revocation of the Reserves

in that District, be referred to the Select Committee now sitting on Reserves
under Crown Lands Alienation Act.

Question put and passed.

Vores, No. 62, Toesvay, 27 Marce, 1866

3. Lands Reserved from Conditional Purchase in the Flectorate of the Boean —Mr,
Lord, swith the concurrence of the House, moved, without Notice, That the Petition
%zeaented by bim from Dubbo, on the 20th February, for the eancellation of the

serves, be referred to the Select Committes now sitting on ** Reserves under
Crown Lands Alienation Act.”

Question put and passed.

Vores, No. 65. Weoseaoay, 4 Arrrn, 1566

3. Heserves under Crown Lands Alienation Act:—Mr. Cowper, as Chairman, brought
up a Progress Report from, and laid upon the Table the Minutes of Proceedings
of, and of Evidence taken before, the Select Committee to whom this subject waa

referred on 23rd February, 1866, together with Appendiz,
Ordered to be printed.

-~
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——

'RESERVES UNDER CROWN LANDS ALIENATION ACT,

*

PROGRESS REPORT.

THE Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly, appointed, &y
Ballot, on the 23rd of February last, * fo inquire into and report
““ upon the RBeserves proclaimed under the 4th clause of the Crown
 Lands Alienation Act, since the passing of the said Act, and
““ also into all applications for suchk other Reserves as have been
“ refused or not yet dealt with,”—and to whom were referred, on
the 7th, 26th, and 27th of March, Petitions from Orange, Molong,
and Dubbo, respectively, praying for the cancellation or revocation
of Reserves,— with power to send for persons and papers,’—
have agreed to the following Progress Report :—

The immediate termination of the Session has interrupted your
Committee in the progress of the inquiry intrusted to them; they,
therefore, bring up the Evidence taken by them up to the present
time, and recommend that it should be printed.

CHARLES COWPER,
- Chairman.

Legislative Assembly Chamber,
Sydney, 4th April, 1866.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

TUESDAT, 27 FEBRUARY, 1566,

MeMBERS PRESENT :—

) Mr. Cowper, Mr. Hay,
Mr. Sutherland, Mr. Wilson,
Dr. Lang, Mr. Cunneen.

Mr. Cowper called to the Chair,

Committee deliberated on their course of proceedinga.
Ordered,—That the Under Secretary for Lands, and the Surveyor General, be
summoned to give evidenes at the next meeting—the former to produce—
(L) Copy of all Circulars or other Instructions issuadpregarding water or other
Reserves, made under the 4th clanse of the Alienation Aet, 1861
(2.) Copy of all Schedules of such Reserves laid before Parlisment.
(3.) (fop_yr of Gazeftes containing Proclamations of Heserves under the same
elause.

[Adjourned to Thursday next, at Elsven o'clock. ]

THURSDAY, 1 MARCH, 1866,

MemMeERS PRESENT :—

Mr. Cowper in the Chair.

Mr. Forater, Mr, Wilson,

. Br. Whate, Dr. Lang,
Mr. Luecas, Mr. Cunneen,
My, Butherland, Mr. Tighe.

Michael Fitzpatrick, Bsq., Under Secretary for Landy, examined.
The following Paipera handed in by witness, viz. :—

(1.) {Copy of Instructions issued from the Department of Lands, in January,
1866, in reference to Reserves made under 4th clavse of Crown Landa
Alienation Act, 1861, with Enclosure. (Fide Appendir.)

(2.) Memo. or Semi-official Circular of Instructions to Surveyors (without date).
(Vide Appendiz.)

Witness withdrew,
‘Walker Rannie Davidson, Eaq., Surveyor General, examined.
The following Papers handed én by witness, viz, :—

{1.) Copy of Instructions to Surveyors, in December, 1864 (with sketches).
{Fide Appendiz end List of Plans.)

(2} Printed Letter of Instructions to same, dated 9th August, 1865 (with
sketches). (Vide Appendiz and List of Plans.)

Witness withdrew.

[Adjourned to Tuesday next, at kalf-past Ten o'clock. ]

TUESDAY, 6 MARCH, 1866,

Meupers PrEseNT :—
My, Cowper in the Chair.

Mr, Lmeaa, Mr. Wilzon,
Mr. Macpherson, Mr. Sutherland.

Philip Francis Adams, Esq., Deputy Surveyor General, called in and examined.

Witness withdrew.

Committee deliberated. '

Ordered,—That the Papers handed in at the last meeting be printed and cireulaled
for the use of the Commitiee.

[Adjourned to Thursday next, at halfpast Ten o’clock.]

THURSDAY,



7

THURSDAY, 3 MARCH, 1566,
Meunens PrESENT :—
Mzr. Cowper in the Chair,

Mr. Couneen, Mr. White,

Dr. Lang, Mr, Macpherson,

Mr. Tueas, Mr, Wilson,
Abram DrPnn Moriarty, Bsq., Chigf’ Commissioner of Crown Lands, examined.
Witness withdrew.
Committes deliberated,—

Kesolved —That the order to the Under Secretary for Lands be relaxed, so far as
relates to the production of copy of Gazetfes containing Proclamations under 4th clause
of Crown Lands Alienation Act, 1861. (Fide Proceedings of 27th February, 1866.)

[Adjourned to Tuesday next, at halfpast Ten o'clock.]

TUESDAY, 18 WARCH, 1566, -
MzupErs PRESENT :—
Mr. Cowper in the Chair,

Mr. Wilson, Dir, Lang,
My, Lueas, Mr. Forster,
Mr. Sutherland.

The Chairman stated to the Committee that application had just been made to

him, by one of the members of the Press, requesting permission to attend and be present
during the examination of witnesses.

Committes deliberated.

Motion made (Mr. Wilson), and Question,—That the Committee decline comply-
ing with this request,—agreed #o.
Applicant informed.
J{gm Robertson, Ezq., called in and examined,

[Adjourned to To-morrow, at half-past Ten o'clock.]

WEDNESDAY, 14 MARCH, 1866.
Mewsrrs PrESENT :—

Mr, Cowper in the Chair.

Mr. White, | Mr. Cunneen,
Mr. Forster.”
John Robertson, Esq., called in and further examined,
Witness withdrew.
Committee deliberated ; and, with the view of determining further course of pro-
ceadings,—
j [Adjourned to To-morrow, at kalf-past Twelve o' clock.]

THURSDAYT, 156 MARCH, 1866,
Meunrrs PRESESRT :—

Mr. Cowper in the Chair,
Mr. White, Mr. Wilson,
Mr. Forster, Mr. Sutherland,
Mr. Lucas,

Committee deliberated upon their further course of proceedings.
. Urdered,—That W, Forlonge, Esq., M.P., be invited to give evidence at the next
mee :
[Adjourned to Tuesday next, at kalf-past Eleven o'clock.]

TUESDAT,
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TUESDAY, 20 MARCH, 1366.

MEMEBERS PRESENT ;—
Mr, Cowper in the Chair.

Mr. Forster, | Dr. Lang,
Mr. Tighe.
Copies of Petition from Residents of Orange, respecting Lands reserved in the
District n?l"g‘fu]]jngtﬂn, referred to the Committes on Tth instant,—on the Table.
William Forlonge, Esq., MLP,, called in and examined. .
And in the course of examination, Mr. Forster objecting to the style of evidence
given by witness,—
om cleared, and
Committee deliberated.
Witness recalled, and examination resumed and eoncluded.
Witness withdrew.
Committee deliberated ,— .
And the Chairman having stated that Mr. Robertson was desirous of offering some
explanation in reference to his former evidence,—
John Robertson, Baq., called in and further examined.
FRoom cleared.
Committes deliberated.
Ordered,—That the Honorable J. B. Wilson, Esq., M.P., Minister for Lands, be
invited to give evidence at the next meeting.

[Adjourned to Thursday next, at Eleven o'clock. ]

THURSDAY, 22 MARCH, 1866.

MeMBERS PRESENT :—
Mr, Cowper in the Chair.

Mr. Wilson, | Mr, Forster,
' Mr. Cunneen.

The Chairman laid before the Committee a letter from J. Bowie Wilson, dated,
Sydney, 21st instant, stating that, being a Member of this Committee, any information
he possesses will be made more legitimately available in the deliberations of the Com-
mittee ; the more so, as all information regarding facts . can be better elicited from the
officers of the department, some of whom it will be necessary to examine after the
evidence already given has been perused by the Members of the Committee.

Committee deliberated.

Ordered,—That the Evidence taken before this Committee, be eirculated prior to
next meeting,

Re-assembling of the Committee to be arranged by Chairman.

[Adjourned.]

MONDAY, 26 MARCH, 1865.

MEMBERS PRESENT:—
Mr. Cowper in the Chair,
Mr. Cunneen, Mr. Wilson,

Dr. Lang, My, Lucas,
Mr. Macpherson.

Committee met, pursuant to summons. .
Printed copies of Evidence eireulated during the interval of adjournment.

Committee deliberated. ;
Ordered,—That Messrs. Fitzpatrick, Adams, and Moriarty, be summoned for

further gxamination on Wednesday next.
[Adjourned to Wednesday next, at Zen o'clock.]

WEDNESDAT,
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WEDNESDAY, 28 MARCH, 1866,
Memizers PrESENT :—
Mr., Cowper in the Chair.

Mr. Wilson, Mr. Tighe,
Mr. Cunneen, Mr. Forater,

Mr. Lucas.

Copies of Petitions from Molong and Dubbe, referred on the 26th and 27th
instant, rcsﬁmﬁvelv— -om the Table.

Michael Fitzpatrick, Esq., Under Secretary for Lands, called in and further
examined.

And the Committee proceeding to deliberate,— .

Strangers requested to withdraw,

Committee deliberated,

Witness recalled, and examination resumed,
Philip Francis Adams, Esq., Deputy Swrveyor General, called in and further
examined.

Tracing shewing portions of land applied for as pre-right, by Messrs. Miller,
Bear, and M‘Mahon, handed in by witness. ( Vide List of Plans—Grangle Bun.)

Original Draft of Circulsr (Appendix A No. 2) handed in by witness., (Fide
Appendiz F)

Committee proceeding to deliberate,—

Room cleared.

Committee deliberated,

Witness recalled, and examination resumed.

Re-assembling of the Committee to be arranged by Chairman.

[Adjourned.]

WEDNESDAY, 4 APRIL, 1866,

MeEMBER: PrESENT :—
Mr. Cowper in the Chair.

Mr, Wilson, Dr. Lang,
Mr. Cunneen, " Mr, Sutherland,
Blr. Luecas, Mr. Farster,

Mr. Macpherson,

Committes met, pursuant to summons, .

Abram Orpen Moriarty, Beq., Chigf Commissioner of Crown Lands, called in and
further examined.

Certain papers to be supplied by witness. (Vide List of Appendiz.)

Witness withdrew. -

Committee deliberated.

Chairman submitted Draft Progress Report.

The same read and agreed to.

Chairman to report.

LIST OF WITNESSES.

PAGE.
Adams, Philip Francis, Beq. ., . e e e . 13, 63
Davidson, Walker Eannie, Esq. .. . . . . 13
Fitzpatrick, Michael, Eaqg. . . . - " 1, 62
Forlonge, Williom, Ksq., M.P. ., . . . . . 45
Moriarty, Abram Orpen, Esg. . . . . 21,78
Robertson, John, Ksq. . . . - - e 35, 42 60

249--b LIST
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LIST OF APPENDIX.
{ To Evidence given by M. Fitzpatrick, Eag., 1 Blarch, 1568.)
A No. 1.

Copy of Instructions issued from the Department of Lands, in January, 1866, in reference to
Beserves made under 4ih clause of Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1361, with enclosure, .

A No. 2
Memo, or Semi-official Circular of Instructions to Burveyors (without date)

( To Evidence given by W. B, Davidson, Fag.,, | March, 1866.)

B No. 1.
Copy of Instructions to Surveyors, dated 9 December, 1864 (Circular) .. . .

E No. &
Frinted Letter of Inateuctions to Surveyors, dated § Angust, 1566

C No. 1.
{ Supplied by M, Fifzpatrick, Kag., 14 March, 1866.)
Return (in two parts) of all Reserves gasetted since the passing of the Crown Lands Alienation
Act .

e aa S

e e

( T Beidence given by M. Fi;:spuﬂﬂ'ck. Fag., 1 March, 1866; supplicd, 14 March, 1866.) .
C No. 2,
Minute of Mr, Robertson's, on return to office in January, 1366, respecting Reserves |,
(7% Evidence given by P F. Adawms, Esg., § Harch, 1866.)
Iy Mo, L.
Report of Deputy Sarveyor General upon the application of Representatives of the late Thomas
Parnell to ?urchasa under pre-emptive might, in virtue of Tulenmbah Run, District of
Liverpool Plains . . . . .- e . .

. B

¥ No. 2.

Application from Messra, (Geo. P, Desailly and W. Forlongze, to the Secretary fur Lands, dated
Bydney, 4 May, 1865, in reference to the Willandra Billibong Creck—with corvespondence,
&, thereon ., - .e aa . . .

a v e

I Ko, &

. Bupplementary Schedule of Reservations and Alienations under pre-emptive right ..

{ To Ewidence given by A, 0. Moriarty, Frg., B March, 1866.)

B,
[nstructions to Appraisers of Euns . . . . . "

{ To Evidence given by P. F. Adama, Erg., 28 March, 1366.)
Diagram in the case of Miller, Bear and M*Mabon. { Fids List of Flans—Grangle Run.)

F.
Ciriginal Draft of Cireular {marked A No. 2), as prepared by Deputy Surveyor General, shew-
ing subsequent amendments . ve i . . . . . .
(o Evidence given by A. O Moriarty, Frg., 4 April, 1866.)
i+ Mo, 1.
Copy of Appraiser’s Beport in reference to Brymedura Ran.. “e .
G No. 2.
Caorrespondence in reference to certain Reserves applied for by Mr. Forlonge .. - v
G No. 3.

List of Reserves applied for by Mr. Forlonge, and the Runs on which they were situate

LIST OF PLANS.
{(Tn the order in which they should be arranged.)

1 & 2. Hketehes annexed to Cireular in Appendiz B o, 1.

4. Plan shewing the efflux of the Willandra Billibong from
the Lachlan River.

4. Plan of Poon Booo Run.
5 w  Tultumbah Run.
& o Gunyawarildi Buon.
7. »  Gungalina Bun,
k| w  Jeagar Bun,
9, w Mathoura Run.
10, w DBomera Buan.
11, +»+ Banandra Run.
12 »  Lake Walgiers Hun.
13. w Bundells Buon.
14, w  Uroley Run.
15. w Barham Bae.
16, w Belubula Ban.
17. w  Brockleshy Bun.
18, w Beabula Euon.
19, w  Alorago Hon.
20, s Moira Hun.
21, w Grangle and Bringergee Rune,
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LecistaTivE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SO0UTH WALES.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

TAREX BEEFORL

THE SELECT COMMITTEE

- L

RESERVES UNDER CROWN LANDS ALIENATION ACT.

THURSDAY, 1 MARCH, 1866,

{Pregent ;—
Mr. COWPER, Mr, BUTHERLAND,
Mr., FORSTER, I Mr. WILSON,
Mg, WHITE, De. LANG,
Mr. LUCAS, l Me. CUNNEEN,
Mz. TIGHE.

CHARLES COWPER, Esq., =¥ 1 CHAIR.

Michael Fitzpatrick, Esq., Under Seeretary for Public Lands, called in aod examined :—

1. By the Chairman : The Committee would be glad if you would produce copies of ail
instructions issued from the Department of Lands, by order of the Minister, in reforence
to the Reserves made under the 4th clanse of the Lands Alienstion Act of 18617 I am
upable to produce any specific instruction from the Minister on the subject, except the
instruction issued quite recently by the present Minister, a copy of which I lay upon the
table. (Tlhe witness handed in the same.  Vide Appendiz 4 No. 1.} This is a Cabinet
Minute, dated 27th Jaouary, 1866, which forms an enclosure to the covering minute dated
30th January.
2. These inatructions were issued in consequence of the Cabinet Minute enclosed in it 7
Apparently. In giving that answer, I should explain that it has been the practice of the
Land Minister, for a long time, to issue instructions on such a subject directly to one of the
two heads of sub-departments, namely, the Surveyor General or his deputy, and the Chisf
Commissioner of Crown Lands. I also beg to add, that I am aware, by personal eommunica-
tiom, that certain instructions were given to the Deputy Surveyor General, by the late Laod
Minister, Mr. Robertson, and that a document, although not strictly officizl, was left in the
office, which indicated to a certain extent what those instructions were. That paper was not
official, nor was it dated ; T am not, therefore, quite clear whether it should be regarded as
an instruction in terms of the requisition of the Committee,
8. Have you a copy of that document? I have. (The witness handed in the same. Vide
Appendiz 4 No. 2.)
4. Are the Committeo to understand from you, that no instructions whatever were ever iesued
by the Secretary for Lands, with reference to these reserves, except those contained in the
documents you have handed in? No; but that no instractions bave passed through me, or
are on record in any way in my office.
3. Then are you aware, as Under Secretary, of any instructions which were given by the
Minister to any officer? I am not, except indireetly. In conversation with other officers,
I hear them allude to ceses which have been dealt with in the office, but I bave not been
the medium of any instruction, except the one recently issued by the now Land Minister.
I know, from conversations with the Deputy Surveyor General, that some instructions have
been personally given to him, which I believe to be a reflex of this document, conveying,
in fact, the via;;g of Em Land Minister upon this subject.

e 6.

L]
Michael
Fitzpatrick,
Tas,

R —
1 Mar., 1866,
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Michael
Fitzpatricl,
Esq.

N"\
1 :Mar., 1866.

' MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE SELECT COMMITTEE

6. Who are the officers of your department with whom the Minister would communicate
directly ? The Surveyor General, the Deputy Surveyor General, and the Chief Com-
missioner of Crown Lands; these are considered the heads of department in personal
communication with the Minister,
7. Was there not a letter issued, in the month of December, 1864, by the Minister for
Crown Lands, containing instructions upon this point? I do not know of such a letter.
By or to whom do you mean ?
8. Have you not noticed, in the discussions which have taken place in this House upon the
subject, that it has been stated such instructions were issued ? Yes, by Mr. Wilson, but
not to me or through me. All instructions on this subject, I believe, bave been personally
given to the Deputy Surveyor General.
9. Were there not also some other instructions given, in August, 1865, upon the same
subject? Not through me, or that I have any cognizance of; I cannot discover any
instructions except those I have mentioned. :
10. You, as Under Secretary, were in the habit of submitting all papers to me? Yes.
11. From whom did you take them ? From the Deputy Surveyor General, or Mr. Moriarty
(the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands), or both. I can explain very fully the course
adopted, as far as my relation to the Minister was concerned. The instructions upon
which action was taken, in the matter of these water reserves, were not issued through
me upon any occasion, except in three or four special cases.
12. When you submitted these documents, did you do it mechanically, without looking
through them ? Not wholly; I did it with very little personal responsibility, and for the
simple reason that the instructions on which I believed my colleagues were acting were not
instructions I had official cognizance of; they did not go through me; I conceived that.
my responsibility was to see that everything that should be submitted to the Minister was
submitted to him—that it was in time, for instance, as far as time was involved in the
law of the case, and, as far as I was aware of any instructions, that it was in accordance with
those ibstructions. The action with reference to these reserves was this (I speak now
more particularly with regard to the time when you were in office) :—Applications—very
numerous applications—were made, chiefly in consequence of the approach of the time at
which a large section of country was to be thrown open for the first time to free selection,
and partly in consequence of the invitation made by that non-official circular. ~ They came
in in large numbers, and very late in the year. The first instruction I had—1I believe, a
verbal one, from Mr. Robertson—was to refer these applications to the Dcputy Surveyor
General ; but as the time hastened on, this distinction was drawn,—that where specific
beundaries were given in the application, or asketch that would enable the Deputy Surveyor
General to deal with them, he reported upon them, being seised with the case. Where the
applications were specific with reference to boundaries, or a sketch, the Deputy
Surveyor General was the officer to report upon them; where they were not, they were
referred to the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands; and eventually, from the pressure at
the time, both these officers were acting together—they were put in communieation with
each other, in order to save time. A large tract of country would, under the provisions of
the Land Aet, be thrown open on the 1st of January, and would be open to selection on the
first Land Office day in that year. Verylate in the year, you, sir, intimated to me that an
Executive Council was to sit on a certain day, and that that would be the last that would
sit that year. As soon as I heard that, I wrote and spoke to Mr. Moriarty and Mr. Adams,
warning them that that was the last occasion on which these reserves could be legally passed,
if the reservation was to be effective by the beginning of the year; and an earnest effort
was made to have them out by that day. A very large bundle of them passed at that
meeting of the Executive Council, and they were then to be gazetted. They came up to you
very much in this shape :—I submitted a heap of papers—you asked me the nature of them,
and [ replied that they were the so-called water reserves that were about to be made under
the 4th clause of the Alienation Act. So far as my memory serves me, I think your first
question was—Were they regular 7—were they all right 7—or some such expression : I said
1 believed they were, that they had been reported upon by Mr. Adams and Mr. Moriarty ;
that so far as I knew, they were in accordance with the law, and with the intention of the
then late Minister, so far as that intention was disclosed by Mr. Robertson’s minute. A#
the time of so saying, I did not see, and could not be aware of the actual extent or character
of these reserves, which had been remitted to these other officers; I had only to deal with
their regularity in point of law and the practice of the department; on these points you
questioned me, and I answered in the affirmative; they were gazetted accordingly, so far
as- they could be gazetted in time; they came out in three large supplements; it was
hoped they could have come out in one; and for that reason, myself, the Deputy Surveyor
General, and one of his assistants, and the Government Printer, attended the office on the
Saturday preceding Christmas Day, which was a public holiday, in the hope of getting
them all out in time; but the Government Printer found he had not type sufficient at his
command, and therefore they came out in three supplements.
13. Then it was not the practice in your department for all instructions of the Minister to
be forwarded to the sub-heads of departments through you? It was not; a written instruc-
tion going through me on a general subject was rather exceptional than otherwise.
14. To whom were these applications made—who was, properly speaking, the officer to whom
these applications were addressed ? They were addressed variously. A very large number
were addressed to the Minister for Lands, some to the Surveyor General, and a very large
pumber to the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands.
15. Then, there is nothing in the Act which requires that the Chief Commissioner should
be the officer addressed ? I do not think there 13. The Chief Commissioner is recogn;zed
under
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under the Oecupation Act, I think, as having some special powers ; but these reservations
are made under the Alienation Act, although having intimate conseetion with pastoral
occupation. This eircular invited applications to be made to the Chief Commissioner, and a
large number were so made; but a large number were made to the Secretary for Lands ; and
the only funetion I performed was to refer them to the Surveyor General, and, later in the
year, When time became more pressing, to the Chief Commizsioner,

16. Had you, or bad you not,.any knowledge of any action taken by the Minister, or by
any sub-hend of any department, to prepare for this Aet coming into operation on the 1st of
Janunary : I put this question, I may explain, in order that the Committee may understand
why these applications were so long deferred, and why they were not dealt with during the
curreney of the whole year, or even in the preceding year, instead of being all pressed
forward in December, 18657 I can only explain that, in eommon with every other
transaction of the kind, people will not send in their applications until the last moment.
The great bulk of them came in in the very last days of the year. The applications were
oot made sconer because the people interested would not feel the approach of the necessity
until the close of the year, and then they were made in shoals,

17. You had no koowledge of any instructions given or communications publicly made
from the office of the Barveyor General, or Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, to the
publie or the pastoral tensnts, with reference to this matter? I had not. I Luew, as
matter of eonversation in the department, that the Sarveyor General had issued instructions
to his officers with respect to these reserves; but I had no instructions passing through me
on the subject, nor am I officially aware of their existence; I only know such action had
hcnn]:alten under Mr. Robertson’s instructions, but they did not pass through me, nor did T
see them. :

18. You say the department scems regarded as one? To a certain extent.

19. Does there not seem to be practically an independent action? In some matters there
is; that is a matter at the dictation of the Minister for the time-being. I should explain,
when Deay it is one department, that we are put under one roof, toreduse the eorrespondence
that must otherwise pass. It would be now quite impossible to conduet the Land Depart-
ment on the prineiple which existed years ago, when the Survey Office was regarded az a
geparate office—that is to say, every inquiry or instruetion from the Minister, went in an
original letter, which was answered by another original letter. The correspondence so con-
ducted, now, would be so enormous as to be physically impossible; we therefore correspond
always on the original papers. If a paper comes into my office requiring the action of the
Surveyor Genersl, I send it in original to the Surveyor Geueral, who sends back his report
in original upon it. In individual eases in that way, the instruction of the Minister passes
through me to the subordinate officer, as, for instavee, a specific application for a specific
reserve of an exceptional character; it would pass through me—that is to say, I would ses
it ; but general instructions were usually given direct by the Minister to the heads of these
departments ; that is the distinetion.

20. There was no peneral ruls with regard to these applications for reserves—some, you say,
came to the Minister direct, some to the Surveyor General, and some to the Chief Commis-
sioner of (rown Lands? Yes, there was a general rule for dealing with them.

21. What was that general rule? It was an instruction, I helieve, that the Surveyor
General had from the Minister; T have reason to believe those instructions were shadowed
forth by the memorandum which I have handed in.

22. Do you know to whom this memorandum was addressed 7 Tt was addressed to nobody in
particular; it was addressed to any one interested, and was, 1 believe, drawn up with o view
to facilitate the public business, by shewing how best these applieations could he made; it
is not a published offieial document; it has meither date mor place to it; I knew it only
conversationally as conveying the views of the Minister for the time-being, to facilitate
action in this matter.

23. It did not pass through your hands?  No.

24. Did you invariably refer all applications which came to you for the Minister, to the
Surveyor General or to the Chief Commissioner 7 At first to the Surveyor General, and them,
by arrangement with these two officers, I sent them to the Chief Commissioner.

23. Are you aware what conrse the Chief Commissioner took with them—whether he decided
on some at onee, or whether he referred all to the Commissioners of the respective districts ?
Iamnot; T can only speak from hearsay, and that is not good evidence for a Committes.
26. When you submitted these applications to me, you understood from the officers who had
charge of them before submitting them to you, that they were all regular? All regular,
and in aceordance with the views of the Minister, so far as they were seised of those views.
27. By My. Lucas : The late Minister at that time 7 The late Minister.

28. Ey the Chairman : Mr. Robertson came back to office on the 4th of January : did you
submit any reserves to him? I did.

29. What was the course he took with them ? He declined to take any step.

30. Do you remember if he gave any reason why? No, I do not remember the specific
reasons he gave.

31. Did he give any written instruetions or minute stating his views? No; I think he
directed some inquiry to be made of both officers, as to eomplaints made ae to the character
of the reserves, but I am not aware what reasons he had for declining to act with reference
to the reserves.

42. Did be or did he not issue a minute on the subject, deseribing his intended conrse with
regard to the reserves that had been proclaimed ? I do not recolleet it; it is possible.

33, Do you remember that he stated he would anthorize none of these reserves until he had
had an opportunity of examining them, as he was mnot satisfied with the manner in which
the duty with regard to many of them bad heen performed? I think he did say something
to that effect, 34,
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84. Al the applications for reserves have mot yet been dealt with? No, there are an
immense pumber atill to be dealt with.
45, Are you aware of any advantage that arose from pressiog a deeision on so many within
the year, when all could not be dealt with? Yes, I thiak there was an advantage. So far
as I know, the preference was given to those that came in first, and those that came in late
could wot be gob ready in time. When a new bateh of them, and a very large one, was laid
before Mr, Robertson, he declined to act upon them, and there the matter remains; there
are heaps of them not yet dealt with.
36. Mr. Bobertzon states that he made the following minute :—* T should like to have laid
“ befora me, without delay, any ecomplaints that may reach this office, or that of the Burveyor
“ GGeneral, on the sobject of any of the numerous reservations recently made for water
“ supply. It will be proper to examine, at as early a time as may be practicable, the whole
“of them, and to rescind the reservation of saeh as may be found unoecessary ; but no
“ doubt the most pressing cases will be those agninst which complaints are made ”?  That
ig the minute 1 alluded to.
37. Do you recollect whether it was on the occasion of these reserves being laid before him
that he made this minute? T am wot clear upon the point; I rather thiok it was before the
aecond bateh was laid before him. I remember ope of the questions submitted to Mer.
Bobertson was whether he wonld o on with the reserves, and he declined to do 50 at that
time ; but I do not remember distinetly the reasona he alleged, or that he alleged any reason.
38. Are you prepared to give any information on this subject, beyond what you have given
to the Committee? Very little, I think. I have been endeavouring, so far as T eouid ab
such short notice, to satisfy the demaod made by the Committes for papers relating to this
matter, but it is physically impossible T econld do =o—the instroction is so comprehensive.
To eatizfy it correctly, there must be a search through all the office papers and Craseffes sinee
the passing of the Aet in 1861. T have brought with me the Schedule of Reserves that the
Survayor General prepared to be laid before Parliament in its recent Session, which includes
those made since May, 1865, down to these recently iszned by your authority; and I have
brought such papers having reference to exceptional reserves as I eould lay my hands on, or
think of, after communication with the Deputy Surveyor (General ; they relate to three or
four cases of exceptional reserves that were granted, and one that was refused ; and I have
brought the Gazeftes containing the reserves izssned by your suthority.
39, Is there no file in your office, or the office of the Chief Commissioner or SBurveyor General,
which will shew all the reserves that have been made, from first to last? The Surveyor
General bas a book in which he enters ail reserves 20 made—all those that have been laid
before Parliament. I hastily examined the book yesterday, and I have no doubt the
instroction of the Committes conld be literally obeyed, but it will take a very long time to
do it; it embraces all aorts of reserves made since 1861,
40. Is there no document to which reference ean be at once made, as to any particular
reserve ! There is this book I mention, in which these reserves are all entered, and extracts
could be made from that, and the Guszeffer referred to.
41. Burely a better document would be either the Schedale laid before Parliament, or the
(Fazeftes proclaiming the reserves? I am afraid I do not make myself plain. The order of
the Committes relates to all reserves made under the Land Act; they will be, or may be,
in every (Fazeife for the last five yearz; this is an exceptional case, where a heap of
resarves come together ; bub to be sure I am satisfying the Committee's order, I must go
through every fazeffe that has been published sinee 1861.
42, You say you have some papers sbout exceptional cases ¥ T have,
43. What are they ? ﬁppqiuations for reserves made on a different footing from the
ordinary water reserves; they are applications made for reserves for water secured or
alleged to have been secured by artificial means.
31;11 "Fl:’hab are the names of those reserves?  One is what is usually known as the Willandra

illybong
45, By Mr. Lucas : What is the extent of that reserve? Two hundred square miles; that
is to say, it is one hundred miles long, by ove mile on each side of the ereck.
4Yﬂ- By the Chairman : You have a report from the Chief Commissioner on that reserve ?

€8,
47. Will yoo read it # The Chief Commissioner reports as follows 1—

“In the course of an interview at which I was present, between the Honorsble the

“ Minister for Lands, and some gentlemen interested in certain works now in progress for
“ deepening the Willandra Billybong, for some distance from its outflow from the Lachlan
 River, with the view of securing the surplus water of the lutter river for the improvement
“ of the supply in the Willandra, Mr. Bobertson expressed his intention of reserving the
“ bed of the Willandra from sale by selections until surveyed, pursuant to the 4th clanse
# of the Alienation Act, and requested me to take steps for baviog his intention carried out.
“ As it is more within the provinee of the Surveyor (eneral than myself to deal with this
‘ matter, it will probably be sufficient for me to invite the attention of that officor to the
“ gubject, and to make him aware of the wishes of the Heonorable the Minister.”
I may explain here, that T believe these matters were remitted very largely to the Depuaty
Surveyor General because be was known to have had a perzonal intimacy with the south
country ; and these reserves, for the most part, it was foreseen, would come in from the south
country.
48, By Mr. Tucas : When was the reserve you have just referred to made ? The proelama-
tion is dated the 30th June, 18656,
49, By the Chairman: Have you any correspondence with reference to that? Nothing

more at the present moment than that. The papers handed to me from the Survey Office,
the

.
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the other day, commence with that memorandum of Mr. Moriarty. There bas been an
application, it would seem, from a pencil mark on this docament ; it is mentioned briefly in
this way, © Desailly and others,” and then follows the register number 65/2975,

80, That is not with these papers? Not at present.

51. Will you try to get it ? Yes, certainly. The next of these special cases is an applica-
tion, in the form of a petition or memorial, for what is usually called the © Fanko ™ reserve.
There are two, the Yanco and Colombo Creeks, and there is a reserve authorized on the
banks of each.

52. Is that the application presented to me by a deputation of gentlemen who came from
Port Phillip?  Yes,

83, What is the date of my initial? 16th November.

94, What do I say there?  “ For report of the Surveyor General—Urgent.” The Deputy
Burveyor Greneral reports as follows :—

i T concur with the proyer of this petition, as in similar cases where improvements of
“ like character and of like advantage to the territory have becn made, subject, however, to
* modification if the country is of an agricaltural character, or where the trus objects of
“ the Alienation Act would in any way be interfered with. Onbe mile reserve on each side
“ of the creek will not be more than sufficient to attain the ohject sought.”

That was submitted by me to you, in that shape, and you approved of it. The parties were
informed, Surveyor General informed, minute for the Executive Conneil prepared, passed by
you, and the reserve gazetted on 22nd December. That deals more particularly with the
Colombo branch. T bave here another memorial with reference to the Yanco cutting. That
was submitted to you om Tth December, and you put on it, ** Surveyor General, for report.”
3. Before you go further, will you read the first petition you referred to?  Read, as follows :—
¢ To the Honorable The Minister for Lands.

“The Memorial of the undersigned Lessees of Runs situated upon the Yanco and

“ Colnmbo Creeks, in the Murrambidges Distriet,—
# HuMELY BHEWETH:—
“ That the Yaneo and Columbo Creeks are supplied entirely by the flood waters

“ of the Murrombidgee River, out of which the Yanco runs, and out of it the Columbo.

“ That your Memorialists expended £15,000 in engineering works which they found
1t necessary to undertake in order to secure an annoal supply of water.

“ That by a eatting which cost £13,000, and by dams which cost £2,000, they have
 to a great extent achieved that object.

“ That previous to the cuttings so effected by your Memorialists, the Yaneo and
 Columbo Creeks had not run for eleven years, and the said creeks could never have run
“ but for their operatious, except there happened a re-ocourrence of such a rare and excep-
“ tionally high flood as that by which Gundagai was destroyed.

“ Your Memorialists therefore beg respectfully to represent, that it is entirely owing
“ to the expenditure of their capital that there is the supply of water which now exists in
“ the two creeks named ; and they submit that a great bardship and an irreparable injury
“ would be inflicted upon them, if, by eonditional purchases being allowed to be made upon
‘" the banks of the said creeks, they are deprived of the use of the water they have secured
‘ at 80 large an expense for their own use, and in order to render the Crown Lands leased
* by them available for depasturing purposes.

* Your Memorialists received with grent satisfaction the assurances which were
“ repeatedly given by the late Minister for Lands, the Honorable John Robertaon, Easquire,
“ that in soch cases the legitimate interests of the Crown lessees would be protected by
* auch reservations of lands from conditional purchase being made, as wounld secure to the
* Crown tenants the uninterrupted nee for their stock of the water so secured.

# Inspired, therefore, by the hopes raised by those assurances, and by the knowled
“ that the promises so made have been faithfully redeemed in the case of the Wallanthery,
 Billabong, in the Lachlan Distriet,—your Memorialists humbly pray that you will, before
“ the expiration of the present year, canse to be proclaimed as reserved from econditional
" purchase and for the use of the lessees of the adjacent rups, for the purpose of watering
“ their stock, the land for one mile back along both benks of the Yaneo and Columbe
“ Creeks.

“ And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &e.
i Robert Patterson, Puckarwidgee.
“ R. Blackwood, North Currabungang.
“ Pro Mr. Wilson, . P, Barher, Coree,
“ R. H., Hamilton, Colombo Creck. ‘
“ Cochran & Wilson, Widgeewa, Colombo Creek,
# Bamuel M‘Caughey, Coonong, Colombo Creek.
 Broek & Hardy, Cocketgedong and Colombo Creek,
“ Holmes, White & Co., Bundure.

# Wilson Brothers, Yanco, Thurrowa, and Jerildery North™
The next petition iz as follows :—

* To the Honorable the Minister for Lands.

* The Memorial of the undersigned Lessees of Runs on the Lower Billabong

# Oreek, in the Murrombidgee District,—
“ HUMBLY SHEWETH :=—
‘ That the waters of the Billabong so rarely reached the lower part of the
“ greek, that until the undertaking known as the ¢ Yanco Cutting’ had been completed, the
“ ereek during the last hundred miles of its course was so generally without water that the
“ adjacent runs were, during the greater portion of the year, quite unavailable for Etoer:rk]:.l
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“ That by the cutting above alluded to, the flood waters of the Murrumbidgee have
“ heen enabled to flow into the Yanco snd Columbo Cresks, and from thepee into the
# channel of the Lower Billabong, thus affording to your Memorialists the opportunity of
 sppuring a supply of water, which they bhave availed themsclves of, by the erection of
* pumerous and expensive dams.

# That the Yaneo Cutting was made at a cost of £15,000, and the money was con-
“ tributed by settlera on the Yaneo, Columbo, and Lower Billabong,

 That in addition to the share of the expense of the ssid cutting which your
# Memorialists bove, their dams above alloded to have eost not less than £10,000.

“ Your Memorislista therefore respectfully represent that, but for the said cutting
# and the said dams, there would not be at the present moment a drop of water in the Lower
# Billabong.

# Yguur Memorialists therefore venbure to say, that unless they are protected in the
“ gnjoyment of the water g0 secured by them, not only will a great hardship and irreparable
“ injury be inflicted u{mn them, but the value of the runs leased by them from the Crown
“ will be moat materially depreciated.

# Your Memorialists therefore humbly pray that you will, before the expiration of the
“ present year, cause to be proclaimed as reserved from conditional purchass one mile on each
“ gside of the Billabong Creek, from the junction of the Columbo and Billabong at Yathong,
# g the junetion of the Billabong and Hdward River at Monlamein.

“ And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &e.

# Peppin & Song, Bouth Wanganella.

# Myles Patterson, Conargo.

# John Hunter Patterson, Boonoke.

“ . Blackwood, North Currabangan.

“ Bear & Morgan, Quanmong.

e Allen Landale, Mooloomeon.,

“ Thomas K. Patterson, Conargo.

“ William Northwannell, Soperintendent for ¥. A. Gwynne,
. “ Maryah Station.

“ R. Blackwood, S8outh Currabungam.

¢ Lachlan M‘Bean, Woowoma and Wandoran,

“ Henry Darlot, Bundyulumblah.

“ John Dickson, Carroonboon,

“ Alfred Crack, (Supt.), Zara.

# Thes. & Gideon Lang, North Wanganella.

# Henry Ricketson, Karrabuai.

% Robert Patterson, Kickaiwidgel.

0 Prg Samuel Wilson, G. P. Barber, Coree.

& Pro Peterson & Sargreve, W. B. Haines, Jerilderie.

# Rawlina & Murchison, Yathong.

“ Patrick Brennan, North Yathong.

“ Brock & Hardie—James Hardie, Cocketreding.

# Pro Wilson Brothers, J. M‘Gaw, North Jerilderie.”

56. By Mr. Lucas: What is the date of that? It bears no date, but it was received by
Mr, Cowper on the Tth December, and he sent it for the Surveyor General’s report as usual.
The Deputy Surveyor General reports thus :—

# The supply of permanent water in the Billabong Creek, from the mouth of the
# Columbo Creek downwards to the River Edwards, iz dependent upon dams erected by
“ private enterprize, at great cost; and the reservation from zale until surveyed, of oné mile
 on each side is recommended ; but in so deing, petitioners should elearly understand that
# the reservation is only a temporary one, and liable to revocation whenever a desire to
“ purchaze land is manifested.”

That was approved on the 9th December, and the necessary action taken. The next ease is
what is ealled Tyson's Reservoir. This iz a letter from Mr. Laodale, as attorney for Mr.
Tyson :—
g “ No. 15, Bligh-street,
“ Sydney, 2nd December, 1865,
“ Bir,
1 have the boner to state, that on my Deniliquin Run I bave, at the expense

“ of over £3,000, made a large dam or reservoir (as it is called in the district), and for several
“ miles around the reservoir made cuttings to drain the water from the sarrounding country
“into it ; should these cuttings or drains be interfered with, there will necessarily be a
“ gorresponding diminution in the water supply. '

i Under these circumstances, I beg to request that a water reserve of about 6,000
“ aeres around the reservoir may be proclaimed, for the purpose of preserving the said
“ drains and cuttings, the reservoir itself being the centre of the reserve.

¢ I make this application feeling assured that, if the drains and cuttings alluded to
“are allowed to be encroached upon, any attempts to preserve a supply of water will be
“ perfectly fatile, and my large expenditure will be thrown away.

# T have, &ec.,
“ ROBERT LANDALE,
“ (as Attorney for James Tyson.)

# The Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands”
The
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The Deputy Surveyor Genersl reports on it as followa :— ™

# The area applied for is a large one, 6,000 acres, but its reservation from sale is
“ recommended in consequence of the expenditure which has been made in forming the
“ reservoir and making the necessary ducts for earrying the water to it, some of them being
“ more than a mile in length. Description enclosed.

# (For the Burveyor General,)
“P. F. ADAMS,
# 14 Dee.”
Ebis reserve contains shont 6,000 acres. That was approved by Mr. Cowper, and passed the
xzecutive.

57. By the Chairman: Did that eome through the Chisf Commissioner to me? It came
from me to you, but it was first lodged in the Chief Commissioner's office, and was sent by
him to the Surveyor General.
58. Does the Chief Commissioner conaider that he is in any way responsible when he passea
it on to you? This application was made to the Chief Commissioner, which aught to have
been made to me; and the Chief Commissioner, aware that the Deputy SBurveyor General
was the officer who alwaye reported upon these applications, forwarded it at once to him, and
he with his report forwarded it to me for the Minister. '
. b8, Passing through the Chief Commissioner, does he indorse it ? Noj; he did not see the
Deputy Surveyor General’s report; it did not go back to him, neither this nor any of these
special eases.  The mext case is sn application that was refused; it is for what iz called
Tappal Creek. The memorial is as follows 1
# To the Honcrable the Minister for Lands.

¢ The Memorial of the undersigned Settlers upon the Tuapal Creek, in the Murrum-
“ hidgee District,—
# HoMELY SHEWETH :—
¢ That the following runs, namely, the Murray, the Belubla, the North and
# Bouth Tupal, the Morroco, the Derulaman, and North Deniliquin, are partially watered
# by the said creek.
# That the said creelr branches from the Murray River at Tooumwall, and flows into
# the Edward River at the North Deniliqoin Station.
“ That it is now, as it is generally in the summer-time, but a chain of waterholes,
# the water being retained in some places by dams erected by some of your Memorialists,
“ That the ereek iz sapplied only by the overflow of the Murray River, and that,
“ gntil a cutting had been made by & former lessee of the Murray and Tupal Stations, from
¢ the Murray River into the head of the said ereek, the supply was extremely precarious;
¢ in fact, it was dependent altogether upon the cecurrence of exceptionally high floodz; bat
¢ by means of the said cutting, the surplus waters of ordinary floods are enabled to flow into
“ the ereclk, and therefore, since the said cutting and the said dams were made, a permanent
* bt still bot a seanty supply of water has been secured.
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# Your Memorialists therefore beg respectfully to represent, that it is of the highest )

“ importance to them, as lessees of the said runs, that they should be protected in the
¢ gnjoyment of the said water as obtained for the nse of their stock.

“ Your Memorialists therefore hambly pray that you will, before the expiration of
“ the present year, cause to be reserved from conditional purchase one mile upon each side
“ of the said Tupal Creck throughout its whole course.

# And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

¢ Watson & Mae Bain, Tupal Creek Station.
# Watson & Mae Bain, Tupal South Station.
¢ Landale Brothers, North Deniliquin.

“ Patrick Hennessy, Murray Station,

# Patrick Hennessy, Belubla Station,

% Archibald M‘Laurin, Curnalla Station.

# Robert M‘Laurin, Deruliman Station.

“ Alexander M'Laurin, Moweo Station.”

That wou received, sir, apparently on the 8th December, and sent it as usual to the Surveyor
General, for report.  The Deputy SBurveyor General reports as follows :— ) .

¢ The cutting referred to was originally a small drain, widened to its present dimensions
“ by repeated overflowing of the Murray ; neither the eutting nor the dams on this creck are
¢ of sufficient importanee to warrant the recommendation of the ressrvation of one mile
“ frontage on each side of the ereek.”
You minuted on that, T eoneur,” and the application was refused.
60. Thoss are all the exceptional reserves? Yes.
1. How many runs does the Willandra Billibong Reserve pass through? T do mot know.
The application referred to as from * Desailly aud others,” states that @ auwmber of persons
are interested, but does not state what number,
62, Have you any papers about a run called Brymedura? Noo )
68, No reserves are proclaimed except on some application from somebody ? I believe some
few have been proclaimed on the recommendation of officers of the Survey Department.
G64. You bave no other papers? Not at presspt.
6i5. By M. Lucas: When this document was issued from the office, was there not a sketeh
accompanied it, to shew the applicants for reserves how they should apply 7 Yes
i ﬂ};ve you got that ¥ That is it before you.
67. I understood you to say that practically you know nothing about the number or extent
of these mas,erwrerﬂ’lir Nothing except what I could gather a3 the applications went through
my hands, on the way for the report of the other officers. 68.
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68. Why did you say the *“so-called” water reserves? They were called so0 in that paper,
I think; they were being dealt with expressly as water reserves.

69. Had you any reason for saying * so-called” water reserves ! The only reason was to
distinguish them from other reserves.

T0. What officer was aware of the nsture and number of these reserves? The Deputy
Burveyor General and the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands.

T1. These two gentlemen were responsible for their extent and number 7 No, I think not;
I think their responsibility was to see that they were in accordance with the instructiona
that bad been issued to them.

72. They reported that they were in accordance with the instructions that they received?
Practically they did so; they did not make any specific report of that kind, buot these
applications were referred to them, to be dealt with in accordence with the views of the late
Minister for Lands. _
73. Contained in these two documents? The Surveyor Geoeral has some instroctions, 1
believe, besides those documents ; bat the Deputy SBurveyor General had personal instructions
for dealing with these reserves, and I understood from him that the reserves werce altogether
in aecordance with the instructions be had received.

74. This sketch does not in any way shew where a reserve should be made on both sides of
a creek or water-course ! No, it did not relate to cases of that kind.

75. Reserves on each side of a ereek are entirely exceptional, and not in keeping with these
documents? I am not sure whether these instrocticns would cover such cases; but the
ecases just referred to were entirely exceptional cases, on the ground that the water was not
natural water, but water acquired by artificial means, at great expense.

76. Speaking of the reserve sanctioned on the S0th June—the Willandra Billibong—did
Mr. Robertson sanction that reserve ! Yes,

77. That was the first reserve of that description that was made? I believe it was; so far
as My memory serves me, it was the first of these exceptional cases.

78. These others, the Yanko and Colombo Billibongs, were made in accordance with that ?
Yes. The Deputy Surveyor Feneral, reporting on the first of the other ones, referved to
this case, which I believe guided him.

79. He took that as a precedent? Yes. When Mr. Cowper asked me about the other
cases, I think I referred to it as a precedent.

80. Had you any communication with these two gentlemen, with reference to the number
and extent of these reserves ¥ No; my communication with them waz entirely on this
subjest—that 1 foresaw the reserves would be too late for publication before the Lst Junuary,
unless unusaal efforte were made.

81. Was no remark made in laying before you these reserves! None whatever.

82, It was merely in the way of business? Ves,

88. By the Chairman : I think you were rather pressivg and urging on that these should
be brought on before the end of the year? Yes; I conceived that that was my duty, or
elsa the reserves would fail of their object.

84. By Mr. Lucas: Practically you knew nothing of the extent of the reserves, or of the
rons they are on?  No.

85, You believe the whole of these reserves were made in keeping with the instructions of
the Minister ? I am not g0 good a judge of that as the officers who had the instructions ;
I hed no instructions; my knowledge of the views of the then late Minister was derived

. from these printed documents, bub I am aware he had given specific instructions to another

officer.

85. With reforence to the reserve made om the application of * Desailly and others,” you
say you ean find no application : what led you to suppese there was an application ¥ I have
no donbt whatever there was an application, because here is the pencil minute of my own
record clerl, giving the number and date of the application. .
87. Woald it diselose who were the parties interested ? 1 think it probable the application
may discloss that,

88. By AMr. Forster : What do you mean by * the parties interested” in these reserves?
The lessees of the runs watered by them. .

89, Do you look upon these reserves as public or private? That is rather a guestion of
policy than of fact. T believe a very large number of these reserves were made for the
beneficial nze of the runs they are upon, and aré not what are usually colled public reserves.
90. Were you ever consulted by the Government on the policy of thess reserves? No.

T o1, Have FOu ever eonsidered 1467 YEF, in my own mind; but that is not a matter, I

conceive, that has anything to do with my office or my action in office,

92, Were you ever consulted on the legal right of the Government to make these reserves—

were you ever asked your opinion on it 7 T cannot say I was,

93. Would you object to tell the Committee what your opinion is? No; bubt my opinion

on a legal question can Lardly be considered worth anything.

94, Do you think they had a perfect legal right to do what they have dome? T am not

clear wpon that point ; but az my opinion is not a legal one, I feel some difidence in offering

it. I have formed an opinion that the words used in the last part of the 4th elanze—

“ preservation for water supply or other publie purposes”—qualifies the whols power, and

that the reserves were intended to be made for public purposes.

95, Do you entertain o doubt at all 7 As an individual I may entertain a doubt.

96, T observe that you make a distinetion between thess and other reserves? Yes, between

water reserves and reserves for other purposes.

97. You call them water reserves for the sake of distinetion, but I apprehend you do not

mean that there is any distinction between these and other reserves, when once they are
proclaimed ?
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proclaimed ?  No, I do not think there is any distinetion—tley are all reserves until they
are revoked.
98. Do you not regard them as made for public purposes? In o cortain sense they are, inas
much as they have been made to render the Crown Lands more available for the time-being,
99. Would you covsider the Minister justified in making these reserves for the benefit of
any number of private individuals? “No, not for the benefit of individuals, bat for the
public advantage.
100. You regard the public advantage as the basis on which these reserves should rest?
Yes, as tending to conserve the wvalue of the public estate, except in exceptional cases,
. Where they were made in virtue of capital laid out for water artificially acquired.

101. Then you draw a distinetion between reserves made for the purpose of preserving
water artificially acquired, and those of another kind?  Most decidedly.
102. Where do you find eny warrant for that in the Land Act? I think the principle is
involved in the clause which gives any one a right to purehase improved lands.
103. Then you do not consider the reserves for artificial water to be made under the 4th
elause? They are all made under the 4th clause, but I am speaking of the policy of it.
When a large tract of land is made available for public purposes, I think it is taken ont of
the ordinary eategory of water reserves, and the people interested have some right to ba
protected in the expenditure of their eapital.

104, Do you find anything in the Land Acts which authorizes the Government to take that

view? Yes, under the 16th seetion of the Oceupation Act, if the lessee, by artificial means,.

improves the grazing capability of his run to a specificd extent, he is entitled to a renewal
of his lease, at the original rental, for avother term of five years,

105. In thet case, would not the exercize of the right by the Government, eonsist in the
terms the new lease offered, and not in the proclamation of reserves ¥ It is the same principle.
If this action had not been taken by the Government, lately, the land which was rendered
available only by the capital of these people would have been, or might have been, free
selected, in which case they would be deprived of all advantage from it. It is the same
prineiple that iz involved in the 15th clause of the Oeeupation Act.

106. Then, do you understand that closs of reserves to he private, and not publie rescrves?
No, I do not think they are more private or more publie than the others, but they have
been granted for a different reason,

107. Do you not think that strietly in law they are ail public reserves
108, Has not the Government been
Yes, reserves of varions kinds.

109. Do you treat these reserves as coming under different classes, or are they all open to
the public? The reserves are of various kinds. There is the reserve from eecupation, for
instance; I helieve the legal position of land so reserved is that it is not open to the publio
24 against the lessee of the run—that no subject has a right conflicting with the lesseea—
that the Crowa only has the power to dispossess him.

110. Do you not think there is some inconsistency between the idea of a public reserve and
a public reserve not open to the public? No. We have reserves for various parposes, and
under varying authority. These reserves under the 4th clause I take to be of this

character,—that they are only withheld from sale until the land is surveyed, or until tho
reservation is revoked,

111. Do you find an express anthority to reserve from sale,
The authority iz to reserve from sale for publie purposea.

112. In that case, do you see any guthority for leasing these reserves?  Yes, I conceive this
reservation under the 4th clause does not conflict with the lessehold at all. The use of
the word reserve in s0-many ways iz confusing. We speak of o reserve from lease ; and then
there is a reserve from sale of land under lease, which does not take it from lessehold ocous
{mﬁnn, but forbids its being sold for a time.

13. Do,you find any express powers given to the Government to make these reserves?
I thiok the powers are implied

114. Bay a reserve of land along the sea-const. There has been, a long time, a practice to
reserve land within a certain distance of the water ?

Years ago such reserve used to be
made,

115. How long has it been abandoned ?  For the last twenty-five years, I should think,
116. Have you no recollection of a letter written to me, informing me that I could not
tender for f;md within a certain distance of the coast, for a squatting run? I thought you
were referring to reservations in deeds of grant,
117. T ask whether there are not reservations or reserves of land along the coast which are
not open tosquatting lease 7 There was, in the Orders in Council of 1847, a reservation of all
lands within a eertain distance of the sen-cosst and the hanks of navigable rivers,

118. Whether they exist now or not—what was the practice of the Government with regard
to these reserves, in refusing to lease them, and in general refusing to sell them—did they
not leave them open to the public? They did not refuse to sell them, The only result of

the action of the law was, that they were not available for ordinary pastoral leases, being
within the Bettled Districts, .

119. Were they not in that case open to the public? For sale they were, |

120. For the publiv to use to graze over? No, they were not.

121, In whose possession wera they? In the possession of the Crown, of eourse,

122. Would you regard a person grozing stock over o reserve of that kind, for 2 week or a
month, 8s a trespasser 7 He would be so in the eye of the law.

123. And if you thought there was any intention on the part of such a person to insist

upon his right, you would order him to be proseeuted ? That would depend upon the naturs
of the case, -
240—B

? Tdare say they are.
in the practice of making reserves of Crown Lands ?

and nob for publie purposes

124.
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124. You would regard it as a trespuss?  Strietly it would be regarded as a trespass.

125. Bo that practically these reserves are open to the publis—these reserves on the coast—
the reserves, in faet, that you do not allow parties to oceupy on squatting leases? They
would be the same as other Crown Lands, I suppose.

126. Is not that much the case with other reservez? I am puzzled by the word ¥ reserve.”
It ia the case with reserves from pastoral lease,

127. Is there not something extraordinary and special in these reserves for water supply
being left in the hands of the squatting lessees? No, I see nothing extraordinary in it. It
was foreseen, [ have no doubt, by the framers of this Aect, that under its terms, if not
qualified in some way, very large tracts of the Crown domain, which return now a large
revenue, would be rendered valueless, and consequently the terms of this Act are qualified.
The Act gives the Excentive very large powers to make temporary reserves, which, while not
touching the pastoral occupation, prevent the land from being sold so as to absorb all the
water.

128, What was the general object of these rescrves—to preserve for the public certain water 7
I dare say that was the leading idea of the Legislature; I have myself no doubt on the
subject ; I conceive that element is satisfied, inasmuch as it is being done for the public
good—that the public is benefited by the land being made available for the time-being,
129. If the land be reserved in order to secure the water to the publie, is there not some-
inconsistency in retaining the same land in the hands of the lessee, who can keep the public
off ? No, the public have the advantage in receiving the rent which the lessee paya for the
land, and the land is not permanently in his bands,

130. By Mr. White: Is it stated or implied, in the 4th clause of the Act, or any other
claunse, that applications from lessees themselves for reserves for water supply would be enter-
tained? No, I do not remember anything in the Act rendering it necessary for the parties
to apply.

lﬁlypl{urw then could they be made aware that their applications would be entertained? I
do not know that they were made aware of it, except by discussions in Parlizment.

132. I mean befora the issue of the printed cirenlar which you have handed in? T do not
know that that can be called a aimu?ar; it is merely a printed memorsndum addressed to
nobody.

133, There was a circular issued to lessees? Not a circular jssued to all lessees, but a
memorandum put into the hands of anybody who applied for it.

184. Are you aware it was published in the newspapers as a public document? T am aware
it was published in the newspapers, for public information,

1385, Until the issue of that paper, could the lessees have become aware generally that their
applications would be entertained for these water reserves? Perhaps mot, but I thiok
many intellizent men were aware of it.

156, Genera%ly? I think generally they did not become aware of it until that memerandum
was published.

187. How then do you say it was the fault of the lessees themselves that these applications
came in at the last moment in shoals 7 Because they did not come in as quickly on the publi-
eation of that document, as they might have done.

158. What is the date of that pm.per%’ It has no date, but I think about August or September
it was issued.

159, The lessees had not, at all events, more than three or four months' ivtimation? That
was abont the time,

140. Then it could not have been altogether their fault that these applications came in in
bulk at the end of the year? T think it was greatly their fault ; T do not think it needed
three or four months for every man to mature his own views on a matter of this kind.

141. They had first to get this information, by the application of some friend who was aware
of this paper being printed? They did not want that paper, to be made aware of it.

142, How were they aware of it then? That waz published in the newspapers.

148, Officially ? Not officially ; it was published by direction of the Minister, or with his
knowledge, at all events—semi-officially.

144. You must be aware that it would be siz weels or two months before it would come
under the notice of many of the lessees ! In some cases it might be.

145. Every one, as you are aware, does not become sequainted with the contents of the
newspapers ! Quite so.

146. And yet you attribute the delay entirely to the lessees? No, but the rnsh was
attributable to their putting off their applications until the last moment, even after they
had had notiee ; I think they could have come in before.

147. You are aware there were reserves made for water supply previous to this year—in
former years? Yes,

148. How were those made—on the application of the lessees themselves? 1 think not;
with very fow exceptions, the older ones were made on the recommendation of some officer
of the Government.

149, Generally the lessees had nothing to do with them? Generally the lessees did not
move until very near the close of the year.

150. Have you any information as to the maximum extent of thess reserves? I think 1
heard it mentioned by the Deputy Surveyor General, that there is one of two hundred
miles, and one, I think, larger than that—one of these special reserves 1 am referring to,
granted in consequence of the expenditare of eapital.

151. I mean previous to the last year ¥ T cannot say; I do not remember that there was
any very large one before that.

152, By whom were these early reserves, previous to 1865, approved of—what Minister ?
They were made by various Ministers, from time to time. 153,
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153. T mean reserves for water supply ! There will have been reserves for water eupply,
from the passing of the Aet downwards, which will have been chiefly made at the instance
of officers of the Government; but water reserves at the instance of individual holders of
land only came to be made last year, as far as I recollect.
154. The reserves previous to 1366 were not made at the iostance of the lessees them-
selves ¥ T am not aware that they were ; there may have been some.
155. By Dr. Lang: Considering the vast extent of the Crown Lands to be disposed of in
the way of reserves under the Crown Lands Aet, previous to the 1st of January last, do
you eonceive that it would bave been practicable for the Lands Department to have made
the fixing of the reserves extend over » much larger period than it actually did, so as to have
prevented the public being taken by surprise, either by their number or extent ¥ [t was not
possible, if the reserves were to be made in time. The whole action of the officers of the
department was taken in extrame hurry and confusion, from the way in which these thinge
were heaped in upon them. It was within my personal knowledge, that for days and days,
the Deputy Surveyor General and Mr. Moriarty were doing nothiog else but looking after
these reserves, in the hope of having them ready in time.
156. By Mr. Cunneen : Was the document you have handed im, the first intimation the
public bad that they might apply for these reserves for water purposes ! 1 think intimations
of & qualified kind took place from time to time, and I think the late Land Minister
alluded to it in debates in Parlisment; but the first gencral intimation was the publication
of this memorandum in the newspapers.
157. Are you aware of any former circular ¥ I am not.
158. Are you aware of the reason why the schedule of these reserves, declared in December,
were not laid before Parliament? I am mot. I should explain, that the moment the Gazettes
appearcd containing these reserves, T thought it was my duty to send an instruction to
the Surveyor Gencral, in these words :—* Request the Surveyor General to have prepared
“ without delay, schedules for Parliament, of all the reserves recently proclaimed, and of
e g]l other reserves since those last laid before Parliament.” This was on the 30th December.
Yor some reason—TI suppose pressure of business in his office—thess sohedules, which are very
voluminous, were not actuslly in readiness—certainly not in Mr. Cowper’s time. 1 think,
either by himself or through me, Mr. Cowper reminded the Burveyor Geperal. I mentioned
the matter to Mr. Robertson when he came back into office; I do not koow that he took
any action in it. Tt was not till Mr. Wilson came into office that these schedules were
ready, and I believe by that time the period had espired, with reference to at least one of
the Gusetier containing them. Dr. Wilson declived to lay them before Parliament, but I
do not Enow the reason.
159, It has been mentioned that Mr. Bobertson, on his return to office, in December or
January, made some minute respecting these reserves? Yes.
160. Where is that minute 7 1 bave pot the minute with me, :
161. Could you produce it, or hand it in with the other papera? I eould, I think, if it is
desired. ( Vide dppendiz.) :
162. If an application comes in to the Crown Land: Office, whether to the Chief Com-
missioner of Crown Lands, the Surveyor General, or yourself, who is responsible for the
custody of that document? The particular office it may happen to be in.
163. It can slways be traced beyond donbt, whether an application has come in ornot 7 Yes,
because the applieation is recorded in a book in the office where it is received ; but there
may be a difficulty sometimes in getting o particalar paper,
164, Is there not a register in some office in the department, which will shew, at a glanee,
what papera have come into the office? Yes; I have a register in my office of every paper I
receive; the Sorveyor General hias a register of every paper he receives, and the Clief Commis-
stoner has a register of every paper he receives; bub the papers pass amongst us afterwarda.
165. After they are received, what officer or officers is it the duty of to report upon them,
before they reach the Minister ¥ That will entirely depend upon the natore of the paper—
the buosiness it may relate to.
166. Buppose a person sends in an application for a reserve on the Murrumbidges, what
officer reports to the Minister whether it iz desirable that should be made or not? The
Deputy Surveyor General, as a rule, would do that.
167. Does an officer always report, and the Minister act on his report, or on some cccasions
does the Minister act independently of the reports of his officers ¥ The Minister hardly
ever acts independently of the reports of his officers. Tu all these eases there was either a
gpecific report or a general verbal report, that the things which were being done were being
done in accordanes with instroctions. I should say, with respeck to this bundle of reserves
that were sanctioned by Mr. Cowper, that there was no written report, but he had a verbal
report from me, as I had from the other officers concerned, that what was being done was in
accordance with what were understood to be the instructions snd views of the late Minister
for Lands.
168. Do you draw any distinetion between the reserves gemerally made under the 4th
clause, and what you call specific reserves, that are made on account of waler artificially
seeured 7 Mo, I do not think there is any legal distinetion, but the reserves may have been
granted for different reasons.
169. You think a reserve made on account of water having been stored upon it, or artifieially
retained, is as much a public reserve as the ordinary reserve of one mile in five? That is
the same character of reserve. The rezerve of one mile in five was a reserve to preserve
water for a run, and for the back country. ) .
170, Do you think the object of all these reservations is for the public good—for the interest
of the public ultimately, or for the interest of the lesses ? I think the policy which dictated
; this

il

Michael
Fitzpatrick,
Eaq.
P~
1 Mar,, 1886.

97



12

Michael
Fitzpatrick,
q-

fr——
1 Mar., 1966.

MIKUTES OF EVIDENCE TAEREN BEFORE THE EELECT COMMITTEE

this provision of the law was greatly for the publie good; but it is quite possible the
principle has been overdone. It has been done in extreme baste; the officers had hardly
time to look upon what they were asked to do, but they were fortificd with the knowledge
that the resorves were only temporary, and could be rescinded if found excessive.

171. In esses where there is no natursl water, and where the lessee storea water artificially,
and when that reserve is made on aceount of his expenditore of eapital—do you think that
ia for the public benefit also? I do. In such a case, the man who bas made that expendi-
ture is entitled to buy the land absolutely in virtue of his improvements, unless some officer
of the Government declaves it is necessary to reserve the water for public purposes, in the
ordinary sense—that is, for futore popalation.

172, If he dees wot buy the eountry, will not the publie interest be benefited whem he
ceases to be lessee, by having the water there?  Yes, certainly, The motive to store water
iz facilitated and encouraged by this action of the Government, and other people will be
found following in the same wake. If the country is found to be agricultural, and it
becomes for the public intorest to sell the lund, the reserve can be withdrawn.

173. Do you think that by reserving land in that shape it ineresses the expenditure of
capital in utilizing the country?  Yes, I think it has that tendency very largely.

174, And throngh that, you think the public interest is served ! I do. It is a question of
degree, whether more land was withdrawn than was neccssary; but the prineiple, I
apprehend, is a good ooe; and if any wrong has been done, the reserve can be revolked at
any time.

175. By My, Sutherlond : Did T understand you to say that the large number of reserves
made by Mr. Cowper were not reported upon?  Not in writing,

176. There was no written report upon them by either of the officers?  No,

177. And without these reports, did you consider it your duty te submit them as being
passed in accordance with the regulations ! Yes, oo the sssurance of both these officers that
they had done their duty in accordance with the instructions they received; there was mo
other meanz of doing it. I repeated to Mr, Cowper the distinet assuromee of both these
officers that they had examined the proposed reserves, and that they were, so far as they
knew, in accordance with the principle laid down for their guidance.

178. As far az they koew : do you think they had time to inspect them zo o8 to be certain
they were done in secordance with instruetions? T have reason to believe every single case
came under the review of ome or both of these officera. I had Mr. Moriarty's assurance
yesterday that every ease came under his own review, and was in accordunce with the
instructions be had reeeived. You will observe that the extent of these reserves is ot
indieated in any instruction or in any law, and therefore, the Minister might have qualified
them if be had had time to go over them ; but as it was, [ believe these officers sent up these
reserves, believing in their conseiences they were in aceordance with the law and with the
instruetions they had received.

179. That is matter of opinion? Quite o but it is more than matter of opinion, beeause

. there was o motive that guided them and me, viz., that whatever we were doing we knew

was revocable,
180. Ts it usual for you to submit any document to a Minister without the written report of
the officer to whom it has been referred 7 Yes, frequently with merely personal explanation ;
it would depend upon the character of the business. In these exceptional easea there is a
written report.

181. By M. Lucas : I suppose this document, this sketch, was issued at the same time as
this memorandum { I think it was.

182, And I presome it would be distributed immediately after it was lithographed? I think
that is probable.

183. Will you look at the hottom of that paper, and see when it was lithographed 7 This
bears date “ Survey Office, April, 1865.” I think, therefore, this must bave been prepared
for the instructions the Surveyor General guve to bis officera.

184, In the last paragraph of this memorandum I zee this :—* The surveyor of each district
“ will send in recommendations for water reserves, in any cases which may arise where the
“ |easeholder may desire to purchase an undue proportion of the water on a run, to the
“ injury of the public estate:” Would it not have been your duty, as Under Seerctary, to
hava issued this to the whole of the surveyors ! No.

185. Whose duty then 7 The Surveyor General's,

136, It would have been Lis duty to forward this to the whole of the surveyors ! Yea.
187. As a matter of course, that would be done some time in April or May? Ihave no
doubt it was done soon alter this sketch was lithographed.

188. If these temporary reserves had been required for the general publie, they would have
been withdrawn from sale, under the 5th eclause of the Alienation Act? No, I think the
5th clause relates to absolute dedications for public purposes., The withholding of lands
from sale temporarily takes place under the 4th clause, and the revocation of such
reserves, under the 6th clanse of the Alisnation Act.

189. Those reserves which wers intended to ran through the run, were for the purpose of
giving water for the back country ! Yes, both to the ron and the back country.

180. I believe, if you look in the GazettS, you will find the privileges of the squatters on

whose runs these rezerves are made are not to be interfered with? Do you mean that there

is some intimation of that kind in the Glazetfe?

191, YVes? No, I do net see any.

194, Tf thess reserves were carried right through the run, for the purpose of giving the back

country water—if the privilegesof the lessee of the particular runs in which these reserves
ware
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were made—his privileges—were not interfered with, those persons who bold the back runs
would be trespassers if they went over these reserves to the river? I think technically
they would be, but I believe it was always understood that people oecupying back country,
even though not the same lessces, could water at the river. I think technically you are
right, but if a case had come to issue, that anyone had unreasonably refused access in that
way, the Government would no doubt have reetified it.

Walker Rannie Davidson, Bey., Burveyor General, examined :—

198. By the Cheirman: You are aware of the objects for which this Committes is
appointed P Yes,

194, Do you think yoursclf or your deputy will be the better officer to give us detailed
information upoen the subjeet which we are appointed to inguire into? The Deputy SBarveyor
General has all along dealt with the water reserves; I have had nothing to do with them
whatever. !

145. Is there any point on which you thiok you could give the Committee any information,
before we dispense with your attendance? I ecan hand in n copy of the ivstructions given
to the surveyors in December, 1864 ( The witness handed in the same.  Vide Appendiz
B No. 1} ; and also a printed letter of 9th August, 1865,  (The witness handed in the same.
. Vide Appendiz B No. 2.)

196. Can you state to the Committes when the lithographed sketch to which allusion has
been made was sent to the surveyors? I think there was a diagram sent to them, in the
first instance, on the 9th December, 1864, in which there was afterwards some alteration
ghewn in a disgram transmitted to the surveyors on the 9th Augnst, 1865,

Nore.—The diagrams referved to are transmitted herewill, and accompanicd the letters to the
surveyors alluded to in my evidence as above~W, I, DaviDeow,

TUESDAY, 5 MARCH, 1866.

Preegent :—

Mi. LUCAS, Mr. SUTHERLAND,
Mr. MACPHERSON, Me. WILSON.

CHARLES COWPER, Esq., v g CHAIR.

Philip Francis Adams, Hsq,, called in and examined :—

187, By the Chairman : You are the Deputy Surveyor General 7 I am.

198, Will you give the Committes any information you are possessed of, as to the mode in

which temporary reserves, under the 4th clause of the Crown Lands Alicnation Aet, have

been dealt with by the Minister for Lands, eventoally and previous to that by the various

officers entrosted with the duty of considering and reporting the applications? Am I to

commence from the beginning of the history of the water reserves, or with the first informa-

tion the surveyors had ——

199. The Committes desire the fullest information ; perbaps I may ask first, whether you

are in possession of any instructions given by Mr.-Bobertson, or any other Minister under

whom you acted? They were all of a personal charvaeter; 1 had nothiog in writing,

200, Will you state what instructions you did receive : I suppose by * personal™ you mean

verbal ¥ Yes, in conversation.

201. May I ask when yon began - to prepere for the making of reserves to take effeet from

the lst Japuary, 1866 ; I mean at the expiration of those leases which expired on the 31st

December, 18657  Abouwt the beginning of the year 1365, we commenced preparing for the

GIEEI'}' of the leases.

202, In what way did you commence-—what were the first steps you took ¥ The charting

of all the reserves that were recommended by the surveyors, in accordance with the circular

of the Oth December, 1864,

203, Was this letter of the 9th December, 18G4, the only written instruction to cofficora

in your department ? At that time existing.

204. Was this letter written under the impression that the officers of the department were

to sarvey reserves, or wers any steps taken to inform the lesscholdera that they could send

in la-pplicat-iuna for these reserves? It was addressed to the surveyors, and for their guidance

only.

205. Was any other communication then addressed to leaseholders, or any notiee pub-

lished, of the character to which T have alluded, drawing the attention of leascholders to the

circumstance that reserves must be made before the end of 18657 The next step was the

cir;;lrlar of the Bth August, 1865, addressed to surveyors, making it, to a certain extent,

publie.

208. This has reference to the reserves recently proclaimed ; but will you in your evidence

go further back, and atate to the Committee what was the course adopted in reference to
TEeEEIVEE
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reserves made in 1861 and 1862, in the intermediate districts ?  Several reserves—I cannot
say the number, or even the approximate number, for they were not made under my direction,
as 1 was not at that time in my present position—were made in the settled district.

207. Who was the gentleman then who dealt with this matter 7 The late Surveyor General,
Mr, M‘Lean. The greater part of these were made in the Murrumbidgee District, and the
principle which gonided him in recommending them was, the preservation of the public
interests {rom monopely of frontage.

208. You recommended them in your capacity of surveyor of the distriet? Yes; the
district surveyors recommended them. They were mads upon frontage and of not more than
a mile in any case that T resommended, and extending sufficiently far back to prevent their
being elozed up by the selection of adjoining lands.  In some cases, they have gone back five
miles. This principle was extended, in about the year 1863, to the whole of the Murray
Reserve—a reserve extending back two miles from the north bank of the Murray, from its
junetion with the Murrumbidgee to Albury.

209. But the Murray BReserve was made by the Government in the time of Mr. Deas
Thomson, was it not : you were asked about the reserves from 1861, and you are now
speaking of reserves previously made? No, exceptions had been made previously ; the first
exceptions had been made in the year 1361, and continued till 1863, _

210. That is, the reserves in the intermediate district ? It was not the intermediate district;
it was then a reserve in the squatting distriet.

211. You were not then in your present office : can you state who can give the Committes
the information they require ? The Gasette published ahout the last week in 1861, will give
the information of every reserve that was then made in anticipation of the Alienation Act.

212. Can you give the Committee any information with reference to the reserves made on
Goldshorough's and Shanassy's runs?! They were made by application from the parties
interested, calling attention to the injury their runs were suffering from selection ; and the
resorves were extended soon after (about 1863) to the whole length of the Murray Reserve.
213. What was the proportion taken out of those runs—do you know ! Between one-fourth
and one-fifth of the frontage; in some places not one-fifih, The surveyor selected them with-
out direct application ; they were done by the surveyor's recommendation—not exactly by
the recommendation of the squatter, but as the surveyor recommended.

214, By Mr. Macpherson : In what year was that 7 In 1363, it must have been.

215, By the Chairman : Were not applications from some squatters for reserves, in some
instances, made by telegram to the office in Sydney, direct, in 18617 T am not aware of
any; it was after I took the office of Deputy Surveyor General that, I think, thesc telegrams
were sent; I recollect them about 1863,

216. You are not aware of any previous to that? No.

217. If thers are any such in existence, I presume they will be in the office 7 1 suppose so;
they were made to the Minister, I believe.

218. I would now revert to the original question, namely, how were these reserves dealb
with? They were recommended by the surveyors,

219. Either on their owu personal knowledge, or upon suggestions made by the lessees ¥
According to instroctions in the office.

220. That is, there were general rules laid down, and by those they were to be guided. Noj;
there waa no general instraction for their guidanece at that time.

221, What is the date on which you were appointed to the situation in which it formed
part of your duty to deal with these applications in Sydoey !  Some time in September or
Octoher, 18624,

222, Will you state to the Committes what you Enow of the mode of dealing with these
resarves, since that date 7 Where aoy information reached me that the pastoral interests
were likely to suffer from undue monopoly of frontage by selection or otherwise, we called
for reports and recommendations from the surveyors, who sent in their reports, after which,
wa dealt with them by making a minute to the Minister, recommending them or not, as we
found it necessary.

298, Suppose there had been no applications, would you not, preparatory to the earliest stage
of dealing with these reserves, and more especially in the latter stage as a general arrange-
ment, make water reserves or temporary reserves under the clauses in the Land Act? We
do &0 whenever they become known to us by information from the publie, or from surveyors,
or from any others; we do when the necessity becomes patent to us.

224, Under instructions eontained in the cireular letter, 9th December, 1864, and the 9th
Angust, 1865—were many of these applications received, or when did they begin to come
in? They began to come in from the surveyors gradually after the issue of the ecircular of
the 9th December, 1864, but not nearly fast enough to meet the requirements, and not
always in accordance with any fized principle. On the Oth August, 1865, the second
circnlar was addressed to the surveyors, fizing the prineiple to one-fourth the frontage, and
also directing their attention especially to the pecessity for making permanent reserves
under the 5th seetion of the Occupation Act, by withdrawing them from lease. After that,
it appeared it would be impossible for surveyors to do the whole of it ; applications, personal
and in writing, were coming in so thickly, and on consultation with the Secretary for Lands
at that time, Mr. Robertson, it was agreed that some further steps must be taken,

225. When you say it was ** impossible for the surveyors to do the whole,” what was ander-
stood to be the duty of the surveyor in the recommendation of these reserves—waa he fo
make any survey ! Yes.

226. Actually to survey?  Yes; the second cireular referred to, explained fully the duties

of surveyors. It was thought the intention of the Government should be made known in
' the
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the public prints, and the following paragraph appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald of
25th August, 1565—that is, » few weeks afrer the last cirenlar to the surveyors ;—

“ It may not be generally known that steps have been taken by the Minister for
“ Lands to prevent undue alienation of the water frontage of the squatting runs, to the
“ prejudice of the Public Estate.

“ In December last, a new cireular letter was addressed to the Government surveyors,
 directing them to mark out reserves from sale for the purpose of maintaining a supply of
“ water to the baek eountry; the reserves to embrace onefifth of the whele frontage of the
“ run, ineluding the most valuable watering-places, and to extend from the frontage far
“ enough back to provide uninterrupted access to water, .

* An extension of this principle bas vow been made, and from the following eireular
“ which hos been sent to surveyors, it will be seen that one-fourth of the frontage may be
“ withheld in localities where water iz searee.”

227. That was intended to be a semi-official announcement to lenseholders 7 Yes, to pastoral
tenants generally.

228, Did the applications come in faster after this? They did; but the absence of form in
which they came rendered a great many of them almost unintelligible, particularly so to the
SBurvey Department, which has no reenrd of the boundaries of the runs,

229, These unintelligible deseriptions L apprehend came from the parties direet—not throngh
the district surveyor 7 Precisely so. The necessity of etill forther action was then apparent ;
and in consultation with the Minister, a form was adopted and cireulated, pointing out the
manner in which the pastoral tenants should make their applications. This was published
in the Sydney Morning Herald of 26th September, 1865,

230. Was there not a lithograph sketch aceompanying it? A great number of eopies of
the surveyor’s sketch were given out with this (pointing fo the printed memo, referred £0) to
any person who desired it, but not necessarily accompanying it.

251. There was an explanatory lithograph ? It was not preeiscly an explanatory lithograph,
but it was simply explanatory of the surveyor's eireular.

232. Was it published only in the Sydney Morning Herald 2 T could not say.

233. Do you know what the instruction was, as to the means by which it should be made
public ¥ I cannot recollect.

234. Was it limited to the Sydney Morning Herald, or was it to be published through the
press generally? T cannot say positively that this one went to the Empire, but I know one
“did, beeause I took it myself. T was under the impression that this went to the Fmpire also,
but not to any other paper, because they would all copy from the Sydoey papers.  After the
issue and circulation of the printed memo. last referred to, applications came in in a much
more intelligible form ; in faet, in such  form generally that they eould be dealt with by
referring to the descriptions of the runs and the documents in the Crown Lands Office. If
it had not been for the issue of this memo., we could not by any other means have dealt with
anything approaching to the number that we did. .

285. Were these applications, when they eame in, compared with the instructions or the
minutes in this memo. ? Yes.

236. Who did that? The Chief Uommissioner, in his office, and myself, assisted by other
gentlemen of my department.

237. Iid all these applications pass through the department of the Chief Commissioner of
Crown Lands? Not all, a great many were sent direet to the Survey Office, the applicants
having aseertained that the plans accompanying them, and the deseriptions, were of a
character that could be dealt with by the Survey Office. _

288. Then some were dealt with without reference to Mr, Moriarty 7 Yes, a great many.
239. And all passed through your hands 7 All that were not dealt with by the Commissioner
were dealt with directly by the Survey Office, under my direction.

240, Who submitted them to Mr. Fitzpatrick for the Minister ? T submitted all from our
office, and all went under blank cover by myself.

241. Did you satisfy yourself that these applications were all in accordance with the
Minister's instruction ! Yes.

242, Ts that still your opinion ?  Yes,

243. You are aware that exception has been taken to several of them on account of the
vagueness of the desoription ?  Yea.

244, Do you admit that these deseriptions are amenable to this objection ? T feel responsible
for all that were dealt with in the Burvey Office, as being in accordance with the memo.
If they are notb so, if there are any that were dealt with by me, T hope T shall be able to
shew how it oconrred ; but at present I am not aware of one.

245. You are aware that, during the short time I was acting, some chjection was taken in
the Assembly, with reference to a run that was stated to have contained only 32,000 acres ?
Yes, Marago.

246. And vpon my referring to you and to Mr. Moriarty, the next day, you assured me that
everything was quite correet 7 o it was.

247, That is still your opinion 7 Ves.

248. Will you explain to the Committee how you consider that, notwithstanding the charges
made with reference to it, that reserve is a correct one? The area of the run is very much
larger than it was stated to be ; instesd of 32,000 acres, it is very moch nearer 152,000
9;3? Ly Mr. Lucas: Was vent ever paid for that 132,000 acres? I cannot say; in the
Survey Office we deal only with areas—actual sarvey.

250, By the Chairman : What was the water reserve taken out of it? The water reserves
on the %damgﬂ occupy exactly one-fifth of the frontage. They are, according to this memo.,
entitled to back water as well, to the extent of G40 acres to each 4,000 acrea the run may

contain.
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contain. In every case of the back water, the plan shews the position of the water exactly,
and the rest are in accordance with the memo.

251, Where can we get the amount of rent paid for that run? From the Chief Commis-
giomer.

252, Look at the Government (azette for 30th December, 1865, page 3,017, No. 426—read
that deseription, and say whether you consider that came under the ipstraction issued in
that mioute? That never came through our office at all.

253. Is it your opinion, without reference to whether it went through your office, that it
does fulfil the instructions?  Any” must be an error in the type, it is “my" station—it
must mean ** my "’ station. '

954, To whom does the word  my” refer, supposing it to be a misprint? The lessee, but
I do not know who the lessee is.

a55. Refer to No. 448, page 53,0197 Both this and No. 426 would have been proper
deseriptions, had the ares not been omitted. It appears to have been an omission in the
are

956. There is no area limited by that deseription ¥ Tt is understood that it is a equare
mile, because the memo. says, that where there is only one-fifth of the frontage taken up,
the reserves may be made of an area of 640 acres each, in a square.

957, By Mr. Lucas : For what purpose ! For approach to water, and to include the" cattle
camp.

958, By the Chairman : A memo. stating that certain reserves are to contain only 640
acres will have no effect in a public notification, if that notification does not limit the
reserve to o square mile 7 [ thiok it is an omission,

259, What would you consider the boundaries of that reserve, from reading that des-
eription ? I cannot say.

260, Can you give any boundaries? No.

a61. Tt is a reserve, then, to an unlimited cxtent, is it not? It means a square mile, but
it does not express it

962, By Mr. Wilson: In that particular deseription of reserve alluded to in the instroe-
tions of September, where o marked tree is said to be the centre, are there any instructiona
given to define the boundaries of that reserve in any way whatever? It says that the
reservations are to be G40 acres each, in a square, to embrace the camp and temporary
water, and to be described from = marked tree in the centre of each,

9268. Dnes it say that any other boundaries are to be defined, in that particular kind of
reserve ! Nao.

264. By the Chairman : Would you not, in carrying out that instructiom, state in each
reserve, © ares not exceeding 640 acres”?  That .sfmu]d be dome undoubtedly, but the
effect of the proclamation would be to prevent the seleetion of it, becanse
965, Selection of what? The selection of the permanent water desired to be reserved.
266, But how would any one know the extent of land reserved by that notification ? I
presume it was intended to correct the error in the next proclamation, and there has been
no proclamation sinee this,

257. But how could persons who desire to free select, know what portion of this run was
intended to be reserved or mot, by that deseription? By going to the marked tree. In
the centre is the marked tree marked B.

268, In the centre of what? The reserve.

969, What is the boundary from the centre—that memo. contains an instruction to
deseribe sccording to that—is this deseription according to that instruction? It is not
strictly in accordance with that instruetion.

270. 1t did not pass throngh your hands, you say ! Not that one.

271, Supposing a deseription of that kind bad passed through your hands—would you have
considered it faulty, and have corrected it 7 Certainly. 1 may bave seen this ; I may have
soen several of these, 1 should look to the person who prepared the draft to put that io;
it may be an omission of his, or it may have been an omission of the printer’s. I have zeen a
great many that bave been gazetted by the Chief Commissioner, but I did not deal with
them.

972, Who checked the printer’s proof 7 In our office they were checked before they went
to the printer ; and when we had not time, after they eame back from the printer, to re-
examine them, the printer’s examination was taken to be sufficjient.

278, You were not able to deal with all these reserves by the 3lst December; there are
several bundreds not dealt with now?  More.

274, What was the oceasion, then, of foreing so many through in this irregular inacourate
shape, if you could not do all—why was the matter hurried through in such an incorrect
manner, o8 appears to bave been the case?  'We dealt with almost all ; T donot thivk, at a
rough guess, we had fifty undealt with in the Survey Office up to the last hour; and those
we could not desl with, without reference back to the surveyors or to the applicant.

975, Then all thess reserves were in a state of preparation on the 313t December, with tha
exeeption of fifty, to be proclaimed on the lst January?  All that the Survey Office could
deal with.

276, Exeept fifty, you say ? I mean all those we could deal with in the Survey Office;
those respecting which we had no information, remained with the Chief Commissioner.

277. Do you know the number of them ! 1 do not.

978, Have you looked through these notices, to see whether there are many of them as
indefinitely deseribed as those to which I have alluded, Nos. 426, 448, and others? I have
not gone through them specially with that object.

279, Have you had any conversation with Mr. Moriarty upon the subject generally 7 ".‘l;eu.
280,
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280, Do you remember—the day after the dizeussion in the Assembly took place about Philip F.

the Morago Run—that yourself and Mr. Moriarty came into the Minister of Lands’ Office and Adams, Esq.
assured me, that not only was it your opinion that the reserves in that run were strietly »~——"—
defined, and correct aceording to the instructions, but that you believed the whele of the © Mar., 1866,

reserves were alao correctly described? I believe that every one I am responsible for is
correct.

281. Are you aware that a very large number of these reserves are deseribed as portions of
“my" run, without saying whose run 7 I am aware of only one that is so deseribed.

282. By Mr, Lucas: {‘r’ith reference to Morago Bup, is it usual, when you are granting
reserves, to refer to any documents in your office, to see the aress of the rans?  Yes,

283. How did you arrive at the area in the Morago Run? By roughly charting the
boundaries given in the description on the district map.

284. Do you know when that was charted ? It was only roughly charted for the purpose, to
gee if the applicants bad exceeded the allowance,

283, That 15 for the reserve 7 Yes.

236. And you say the area of the Morago Run was about 100,000 acres 7 Yes, above 100,000
acres, I believe.

287. Do you know that, aceording to the old lease, the holder was paying only for 32,000
acres for that run? I have heard so; I do not know =0 officially.

288. Do you know how many pre-emptive rights have been taken upupon that run? There
are none

289. If a person were occupying a run which contsined actually above 100,000, but
for which he was paying rent as for 32,000 seres, would the Chief Crown Lands Com-
missioner, or the Survey Office, allow the pre-emptive right upon the land oceupied, or only
upon the land for which he paid rent? According to the area actually held.

25[}, Then if a man paid rent only for twenty-five square miles, Lhe would have a pre-
emptive right to 640 acres, would he not?  Yes. .

291. But if he held 100 square miles, and paid rent for twenty-five ouly, the Sarvey Office
would allow a pre-emptive right of 2,400 acres? T consider that, under the provisions of the
Land Act, we conld not refuse it. I think the proper number of portions to be taken—
always providing there is no objection on public grounds—wounld be, by the striet letter of
the Act, limited to one block, and no more, of an area not exceeding G40 acres, to each block
of twenty-five square miles.

292, That I presume is for what he pays for—not for what he ccoupiesillegally. If he does
not pay rent for & run, he can have no legal right to it? I do notsce how we could possibly
deal with the matter in the way you speak of, because the run is an area bounded by certain
lines, and he bas a right to apply for any portion within those lines,

293. Then in reality we find this Morago run set down in returns from your department as
52,000 acres, and paying a rent of £25 per annum, while, from information received from
youarself and others, it appears that instead of 82,000, the run consisted of 132,000 agres ;
that the owner has paid rent only for 52,000, and was allowed to pre-empt one block of 640
ncres for every 16,000 aeres of the whole run? T think an application so mede would
be submitted to the Minister, but it would be submitted for his favourable consideration, and
I do oot se2 how it could be refused.

294, If o person were in possession of 132,000 acres, and were paying rent for 52,000 only,
would you allow him a pre-emptive right for the whole of these 132,000, in any portion of
the run from which he thought proper to select? No, be must take one block in each
block of twenty-five square miles, * ’

285, Now, are you prepared to say that, in no case, a person who is holding several blocks
of twenty-five square miles has not been allowed to take his pre-emptive right in any one of
those blocks 7 A easc was submitted where the applicants sought to do so; and, upon due
consideration by the Minister, it was determined that the rule nced not be strictly adhered
to; but the matter might be decided according to the facts of the particular case. .

296. Then that has been departed from? It was departed from for some time, but was
returned to again lately.

297, By Mr. Macpherson : Who was the Minister when the departure was allowed? Mr.
Raobertson,
208, By Mr. Lucas : Where was the run situated, in the case of which the departure from
this law was permitted 7 The precedent case that was submitted I cannot recollect now,
299. Have the grants been issued for these pre-empts? I think they have; others have
upon the same '
800. Where persons have been allowed to take, in one block, their pre-cmptive right for
several 7 Adjoining. _ :
301. Suppesing a man has two blocks fronting a river, and eight or ten blocks behind ——7?
There is no such case,
302, Buch & ease may be? It is possible, but there iz no case of that kind,
403. There may be—there is nothibg to prevent it? There is nothing to prevent it.
304. Bupposing o man has two blocks fronting a river, and eight or ten baek blocks, if he
is allowed to pre-empt his right upon the whele in one block, by that means he takes up the
whole of the water frontage? If we allow it.
305. You eay you have allowed it?  No, not to the injury of the public estate.
306. How do you know that? We have the report of the surveyor ss to amy objection
there might be to such s cowrse, and the maps would shew if there were any undue alienation,
In such o ease the application would be refused,
307, Could not an officer, if he departed from the law in one point, do so in another—is
there anything to prevent that ? A certain amount of latitude iz necessary, in dealing with
almost any question of this sort.

248—0C 308.
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308. Does the law give you any latitude—does it not confine you to one mile cut of twenty-
five on each block—will you look at the Regulationg; page 197 The wording of the Act
appeara to restrict, but I think the Minister has diseretion,
309. Will you read any portion, either of the Act or of the Regulations, which gives to any
public officer any diseretion with reference to that power? I gather it only from the
general tone of the clause. I think it was searcely intended, in framing the Act, that it
'hm.li"i be 8o striet as that, beeause I do wot see any injury to the public estate that can arise
ont of it.
310. That is not answering my questiog. I say, does the Act or do the Regolations give you,
or the Minister, or any other person, power to allow the Crown tenant to seleet his pre-
emptive right to several blooks of land in one block ? I searcely think it does.
311. By the Ohairman: Is there any case, where the stations were taken up in bloeks, that
persons have been allowed to go out of them in the way you mention ; or was it not only
allowed in cases of old runs, taken up in larger blocks than five square miles? There are casea
where the purchases have been taken side by side—two blocks have heen token side by side.
312, By M, Lucas: Were these blocks frouting rivers?  Yes.
818. Will you state the names of the runs, their situations, and the names of the owners
of the runs who have taken up blocks fronting rivers, in the way I have referred to?
Wantabadgery Run, W. Windeyer, Murruinhidgee River ‘and District, two portions of
640 acres each, on a fromtage of 9 square miles. This run contains 108 square miles.
Thia is the only case in which the purchase has been completed, Warbreeccan Run, M,
Shanshan, Murrambidgee District, five portiona—three of G40 acres, one of 400 acres, and
one of 320—have been measured, with frontage to the Edward River or Walkool
Creek ; the 820 acre portion is alienated ; instructions bave been isaued for the stoppage of
the appraisement of the remainder. The area of the run is 140 square miles; and althosgh
the frontage to permanent waters of the River Edward, the Wakool and Yallakool Creeks,
amounts to 40 miles, the whole of the six portions applied for cannot be allowed, their
position precluding the possibility of bringing each one within a bloek of 25 square miles.
314, Will you also give the particulars of the cese to which allusion has been made as the
“ precedent case™ ! (Phe witness handed in copy of Hepord.  Vide Appendiz D No. 1,
with tracing.)
315. Notwithstanding the loose manner in which these reserves have been made, particularly
in the case of the Morago Bun, have you any means of knowing whether some of these
ﬂma had been previously pre-empted 7 I do not recollect any pre-emptive purchase on the
orage Run. :
Elﬁ,ag.gra you certain none of these reserves were previously pre-empted ! The charting of
the boundaries, and the delineation of the reserves according to the deseriptions, would not
bave been admitted, if they had interfered with any previously alienated land.
317. That is hardly an answer to my question. I ask you whether it was not possible that
some of the reserves were previously pre-empted ! I should say not, unless by an error that
we were not aware of,
318. When the pre-smpts are granted, are they at ones charted? They are, in all cases
where we can. In many cases—for instance, those which can only be dealt with by the
Chief Commissioner—the reserves eannot be charted. Those that can he charted are dealt
with by the Survey Office; those that cannot be charted are dealt with by the Chief Com-
IM1s510mner.
819. What is the number of reserves proclaimed in the Murrumbidgee Distriet, and the
number of acres in each ? A return has been submitted to the Committee, by the Under
Secretary for Lands, in which this information will be found. The return applies to the
whole of the Uolony, and is subdivided into districts.
320. Is it not conzidered that the Murrumbidgee Distriet is one of the best watered districts
in the country 7 No; the frontage is well watered.
821. Is there not s complete net-work of creeks and rivers running throngh the Murrnm-
bidgee District #? There is; but it is a long way from one river to another—too far for stock
to travel to water.
322, T wish to refer you to another run, Mathouro or Redbank—that is also estimated at
32,000 aeres 7 I am not aware of the area.
823. Will you furnish the Committee with the name of the cccupant of this run, the number
of acres for which rent was paid during the eorrency of the late leases, the amount of that
rent, the area of the different reserves made, the situation of those reserves, the number of
pre-emptive righta applied for, the number granted, and the situation of the land so applied
for and granted P ( Vide Schedule, Appendiz D No. 3, and Tracing.)
324. Have any pre-emptive rights been granted within the ares of any reserves which have
been proclaimed ! No, I am nob aware of any yet; but when any appliestions for pre-
emptive right prior to a general reservation, as, for instance, of the Billabong or Yanke,
where the whole frontage was reserved, was about to be dealt with, a recommendation
would be made to reserve so mueh of the area as would cover the pre-emptive right ; the
same would be theease in reference toany application in right of improvements in the same way.
325. Would the same favour be granted toa free selector who intended to select? Noj; it is
only where there is a right, as a right of improvement, it is reserved from sale until sarvey.
326, One person has a right to pre-empt, another person has a right to select? Ouoly by
right of improvement.
327. Every person has a right under the Land Bill—one has a right to select, another has a
right to pre-empt—would you allow one man to pre-empt, and not allow another to select—
I am not speaking of improvements, that is & different guestion altogether? That is =
question involving the policy of the reserves, which 1 am not responsible for,

328,

¥
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328, The policy of the reserve is for the bencfit of the run?  Yes

829. And you reserve from sale because it is a benefit to the run? It is a benefit to the Adame, Hag.

run, and it is a benefit to the public estate.
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830. Bome of these reserves, [ belicve, run several miles through a run, from water frontage 5 Mar., 1866.

to the back of the run ¥ Yes.

331, Have not these reserves been made for the purpose of allowing persons who have back
runs to bave access to water { Yes,

332. And that is why these large blocks of five syuare miles in many instances have been
proclaimed ! Yes. %n the Morago Run, from the frontage to the back is, I should say,
eight or ten miles—perhaps more, '

433, Will you look at the instructions to surveyors, and statc how these rescrves can be
made for the purpose of giving persons who hold back runs access to water, when the rights
of persons holding frontages are not to be interfered with—would not the persons who
held back runs be trespassers if they passed over the front runs to the water? In most cases,
the reserves are made where the back block is held by the same person as the frontage, and
there, at any time, if necessary, rescrves can be made under the Sth section of the Ocoupation
Act; they can be withdrawn from lease, and made public.

334. If the same person who holds the frout block has also the back bloek, where is the
necessity for making these reserves of five miles right through the run? In order that the
holder may not be ohstructed by the selection of the fromtage ; for although there is no
oeension to reserve them by withdrawing them from lease, which would be as great bardship
upon the owner, we must preserve them from being defrated in another way, and therefore we
withdraw them from ezle, but we do not withdraw them from lease,

335. Where is the neeessity of makiog a reserve right through the run, for the purpose of
giving aceess to water from the back to the frons block, if both back and front are held by~
the same oocupier? The front may be sold to some one else, therefore it is right to seoure
the acceas.

336. Buppose you sell the back and retain ibe front block, in what better position do you
put the owner of the back block, if no reserve is made to the water ? The fifth section of
the Qecupation Act provides a remedy, if he is obstructed from using it. Under that section
permanent reserves may be made ; but in the mean time, if we had not made the reserve
from selection, the whole thing might be defeated by some person ccoupying the frontage.
337. Where is the necessity of reserving all through the run? Because, unless that were
done, the object might be altogether defeated by sjecting across it. .

388. In going through these reserves, I find that there are a great many made adjoining
other reserves?  Yea, where the boundary of & run comes between, or where the boundary
of a run i3 fonced. . .

339, For instance, I find at page 2003, No. 134, Poon Boon Run ——7  There is nothing
said ahout o fenee in that deseription.

340. I see there are reserves of seventeen miles on this run, in addition to other reserves—
Mos. 134, 135, and 87 :—will you supply the Committes with information as to this rus,
similar to that required in the case of the Mathouro Run? (Vide Schedule, Appendiz D
No. 3, and Tracing.)

341. Will you also furnish similar information with reference to Urana, Townzend, and
Walzool, No. 184, page 2004 7 These are counties, and not runs.

342, By the Chairman: These are for artificial water reserves, are they not? Yes, for
. artificial water. .
343. By Mr. Lucas : Will you also furnish similar information with reference to Gunyawarildi
Run, page 2016 7 { Vide Schedule, Appendiz I} No. 8, and Tracing.)

344, Gungalma, No. 97, page 2921—will you give us similar information with reference to
that run?  ( Vide Schedule, Appendiz D No. 8, and Tracing.)

345, If you look at the page before you, you will see several large reserves—10 square miles,
7% sguare miles, 5, T(.ib 74, 5, 3%, 10, 10, 7, 7, 10, 10, 8, 4 square miles, finishing with
this of Guogalma, 20 square miles, and so on for two or three pages: are all these reserves
eovered by the imstructions which the officers of your department received from Mr.
Robertson ! I should suppese so; I do not recollect them now ; they are all recommended
bj' the district surveyor.

846. The Yanko, for instance? No, the Yanko is done oo speeial grounds.

347. By whom—who recommended them ! 1 recommended them on petition.

348. Who was the Minister of Lands at the time of that application? Mr. Cowper was
acting,

349, %‘i’hen you sent in the reserve to Mr. Cowper, did you draw his sttention in any way
to the magnitude of the reserve, or did you place this roserve among others and lay it befora
him for his sanction and signature? I sent it to the Under Secretary, and it wae submitted
in the nsnal way. .

350. Without in any way drawing the Minister's attention to the magnitude of the reserve?
I forget the wording of the minute, but the minute is before the Committee,

851. Do you think it is possible for the Minister to look over the whole of these reserves
before he places his signature to them—does he not to a great extent depend upon the heads
of the various branches of hiz department? This was specially submitted, and therefore the
Under SBeerctary would no doubt draw the attention of the Minister to it.

852, Did you draw the attention of the Under Seeretary to the magnitude of that reserve?
Yes; and if you read the minute, I think you will see that it is so remarkable that the
Minister eonld not have had his attention drawn to it, without secing that it was intended
mercly a8 a temporary measure—in fact, the applicants were informed that it was a
temporary measure.

358. You have no doubt in your mind that the Minister's attention was specially drawn to
this large reserve ! I am under that impression, 3hd,
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354. You have no doubt you informed the Under Secretary of it?  Certainly.

855, Was it according to the principle laid down by Mr. Robertson, previously, in the case of
Willandra 7 Yes,

858, It was following the precedent laid dewn by Mr, Bobertson 7 Yea.

857. As in the case of the reserve made in June, I think?  Willsndra Billabong.

358, That was taken as a precedent for this large reserve? Yes, the Willandra Billabong
was made by Mr. Robertson, in anticipation, as is shewn upon the papers, of his intention of
bringing in a Bill, and that Bill T believe was drawn by Mr. Moriarty to cover this kind of
cazes. The Willandra Billabong, and afl these large reserves, had been simply withdrawn
from conditional purchase, until further legislation provided the means of dealing with them, .
450, Had they been withdrawn from sale in other ways as well as from conditional purchase ¥
Yes, until surveyed.

360. Then you had no power under the present Crown Lands Act to make these reserves,
and it was necessary to introduce a Bill, to give the Government that power? T think so;
that was the substance of Mr. Robertson's meme,

361, Then, in withdrawing these large reserves, you were under the impression that you wers
doing what was not strictly legal ?  They are striotly legal, as far as I understood the law.

862, If then it were strictly legal, what necessity was there to introduce a Bill? I appre-
hend the Bill was of some charaster to enable us to deal generally with the subject ; we had
no other power under the Crown Lands Aet, then to withdraw them from eale until survey.

563. That is, with reference to artificial water?  There iz a Bill, 1 believe, drafted for that
purpose ; in fact, it is referred to in Mr. Robertson's memo., with reference to Willandra
Billabong.

364. Will you give the Committee the same information with reference fo Now 90 and 91,
page 2926, that you have given us as to the other reserves? (Vide tracing of the Moira
fun.,

265, )I find there are several reserves made, as for instanee, at page 2951, No. 312, and no
statement is given of the purpose for whieh they were made? That is, not ene of my
deseriptions. ‘

366. 1 thought it was usual, when application was made for reserves, to state for what purposs
the reserves were to be made 7 The heading of the motice in the Guzeite explains all that.
867. By the Chairman : That announces why they are made 7 Ves.

368, Was the Willandra Billabong reserve referred to Mr. Dewhurst for his report 7 The
application for the cutting was referred to him, as to any injury it might inflict upon the
waterway of the river, with reference to the runs below it.

369, What was his report 7 That it wounld not interfere if the sill of the outlet was kept
to & certain height.

370, Were the parties applying instructed to keep it at that beight? T could not say,
becanse it would not be in the Survey Office; it would be dealt with by the ministerial
branch. i

371. That would be the Under Secretary ! T presume so.

$72. Uan you obtain the papers and let the Committes have them?  Yes, if they are mnot
already here.  ( Vide dppendiz 0 No. 2.)

875, By Mr. Lucas : 1 find at page 2931, that there are twelve reserves on Jeegar Run:
can you also give the Committee similar information with referemce to that run? (Fide
Schedule, dppendiz D No. 3, and Traeing.)

374, At page 2061, Morago Run, T find that there are no less than fourteen sections reserved
for cattle camps? I can explain how that word came there: it was mentioned in the descrip-
tion supplied by the lesses of the run, and omitted to be erossed ont or to be observed in
checking the print afterwards. :

375. 1 see fourtcen of them are proclaimed for eattle camps only ! Every one of these
containg water, a8 is distinetly shewn on the plan submitted.

376. Is it usual for cattle to camp near water ; I thought they generally camped upon some
dry hill? These contain camps and comparatively permanent waterholes.

877. Do you consider it necessary that every waterhole on o station should be reserved in
this way for the exclusive use of the oeeupier of the station? That is not contemplated.
878. I sce fourtecn reserves for cattle comps ; they are cstensibly for water 7 Yes.

379. Do you think it desirable that all the waterholes on the run should be reserved
merely for the benefit of the cccupier of the run?  Not at all,

880. We find these reserves are made for that purpose, accordiog to the ipstructions given
to the surveyors, that the rights of present holders of the run should not be interfered
with ; of course all these cattle camps contain water, and I ask whether you think it
desirable to reserve the whole of them ? I am not prepared tosay. If we had any reason
to suppose that it was not, we should refer the matter to the district surveyor; snd the
resnlt might be that he would recommend every one to be abandoned, and the whole to be
thrown open afier survey.

381. D' you mot think there should be imstructions given to surveyors that, where they
recommend reserves, they should, where practicable, take those portions of water frontage
which are most upsuitable for agricultural purposes, and that the best agricultural land
ghould be left open to free sclection ! Yes, certainly ; but in the case you quoted, there is
none of the ran fit for agrienlture; I do not think agriculture could be carried on.

§82. Not if all the waterholes are picked out in this way? I do not think Morago is at all

gnited to agrienlture.

883. Do you think there is a run in the eountry from which, if you were allowed to seleet

fourteen blocks of 630 acres each, besides making reserves of some 20,000 acres, the
remainder .
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remainder would net be entirely worthless for free selection? 1 do oot go so fur as to say
that it would be perfeetly worthless; I think on many runs larger reserves might be made
without any detriment 4o the public interest. I

384, These would be exeeptions? Dhecidedly, there are very few runs that wouold bear the
reserve of such an arca, because the generality of runs are much smaller,

330, By the Chairman: Do these reserves together comprise more than the mile and 4,000
acres {  In the Morago Run the frontage of onefifih has been reserved, and the back water
blocks besides,

486, By Mr. Luwcns: The nsual reserve of one-fourth of the water frootage have been
reserved in these blocks in other portions of the run 7 Yes, on back water.®

387, By the Chairman : Does that take more than one mile and 4,000 acres?  Yes. )
388. By Mr, Lucas : Do you thivk these reserves would be eovered by the instruetions
given by Mr. Robertson ¥ Deeidedly, :

380, At page 2063 T find Boomera Run, and it appears that several of the reserves on this
run are joiniog the freebold of Mr. Town : will you give us the information with respeet to
thiz ron that I have asked for in reference to others, and shew where the water is situated
in these reserves, on account of which the reserves are made? I think that can be
supplied without any difficuliy, as they were recommended by Mr. Burveyor Dewhurst.
All the information that can be furnished will be found wpon the tracing of the Bomera Run,
and reference to the Schedule, (Vide dppendiz D No. 8.)

390. Isee Mr. Town has taken up some pre-emptive rights, and also some rights for improve-
ments?  The surveyors generally endeavour to connect their ressrves with some measured
portion, for convenience in charting in the map.

381, Will you algo supply the Committee with information similar to that for whieh I have
already asked as to others, in reference to the following runs—Banandera Run, No. 279, paga
2965 ; Luke Walgier's Run, same page, Bundella Run ; Uroby Bun, No, 278, page 2067 ;
Barham Run, page 2879 ; Belubla Bun, and Brocklesby Run ¥ ( Fide Sehedule, Appendiz I
No, 8, and Tracings of the above)) There being vo run named ¢ Belubla,” the information
gought is fornished for Blubla and Pesbula, The tracing shews all that is koown in
reference to the Bandella Ruo, there being no sarvey of its boundaries.

892, By the Chairman : Who prepared the documentary instructions authorized by M,
Robertsom?  They were prepared hy me.

303, Who prepared the diagrams that sceompanied the instructions ?  They were prepared
in the office, under my direetion ; but as I before said, the diagrams which wers issued with
the instructions were not prepared for them.

394, You consider them sufficient to make the iostruction explicit? I think this itself
is explicit without any diagram. )

283, You understand wmy question to apply to this document (referving fo the copy of
insfruciions handed in) ¥ Yea

396, You have been many years a surveyor in the country—in the bush?  Yes.

3897, Do you consider the proportion allowed for water reservation too mueh? I should
consider it too much for & permanent reservation, but not for o temporary one.

298, About the Brymadura Run—do you consider that reserve as proclaimed, came within
the instructions? No, I do not; neither do I consider that the Chief Commissioner had
any intention whatever of magetting it; 1 believe it was done entirely through mistake.
399, Who applied for that? I am nob aware of the eircumstances, but the Chief Commis-
sioner could explain that.

400, You econsider that slipped in through mistake? Yes,

401, By Mr. Wilson : Are you aware that some exertion has been made to find out the facts
of the ease ! I believe s0; but no reference has been made to me officially.

THURSDAY, 8 MARCH, 1866,

Present :—
Dr. LANG, Mr. LUCAS,
Mr. CUNNEEN, - Mp. MACPHERBON,
Mz, WHITE, Me. WILSON.

CHARLES COWPER, Esq., v THE CHAIR.

Abram Orpen Moriarty, Esq., Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, ealled in and examined :—

402. By the Chairman : Will you state to the Committee what has been the course purened Abram Orpen
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by you in reference to reserves of all deseriptions under the Lands Act, whether for water Moriarty,

supply or any other public purposes ! With respect to reserves for publie purposes generally— Esg., C.C.C.L.

reserves from present sale, with a view to future ssttlement and future sale—or with respect’
to lands, the present alienation of which seemed likely to injure permanently the publie

estate—my practice has been to submit the facts to the Minister for Lands, and to take his
decision whether the reserves should be made or not,

403.

* NoTE (on revision) :—This question was understood to refer to o fifth of the frontage, and answered
accordingly. Ifa fourth of the frontage is taker up, no back water reserves counld be pdmitted,

R —
8 Mar., 1566,
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408. Do you take the initiative in such cases, or are you sct in motion by any applicant or
public officer under you? Tt must necessarily depend upon the facts of each particular
case. The public officers employed under my directions may, in the course of their duty,
make recommendations as to reserves in particular loeslities; and on their doing so, T am put
in motion by them and take sction on their reports.

404. Are you the officer with whom it rests to deal with thiz question of reserves, or does
the Surveyor General suggest reserves of which you have no eognizanee? Unquestionably
a large class of reserves are within the provinee of the Burveyor General.

405. What is the elass of reserves with which you have to deal? TLands which it is
advisable to set aside until surveyed, for water supply or some other public purpose—tem-
porary reserves in fact. At the same time, I coneeive it is within my provinee, ou amy
speeial case coming to my knowledge in which a permanent dedieation is necesszry, to bring
the facts forward, although no such cases bave been dealt with, unless wpon the report of
the Surveyor General.

406. Which class of resorves do you consider immediately within your province? Lands
which it is advisable to reserve from sale temporarily, until surveyed, or lands which if taken
up under the present law without reference to ultimate requirements, and without any survey
being made in the first instance, would permanently injure the public estate,

407. Can you state to the Committee the carliest date that you commenced recommending
these reserves? T think the first recommendations which I submitted were few in number,
and about 1862 ; T am speaking under correction.

408, Do yon mean that large number of reserves first proclaimed by Mr. Robertson in the
Settled Districtz ? I made no recommendations with respect to the Settled Distriets, but L
made some fow recommendations with reference to lands in the Old Intermediate or Becond
Clasa Bettled Distriets,

409. When did you become Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands? In September, 1860,
410. Who was your predecessor 7 The late Mr. M‘Lean, for a time, scted as Chief Com-
missioner.

411. Are you aware whether he made any recommendations? He made gome recommenda-
tions, but I do not think be did so specially as Chief Commissioner; he was Burveyor
General also, and any he made were probebly made rather in thab capacity. |

412, What was the eourse pursued by you, with referemee to those reserves which you
considered more immediately within your provinee to recommend 7 I have already stated that
T made very few such recommendations, and those I submitted to the Minister for Lands,
with a recommendation that the reserves should be made.

413. Did you propose thoss reserves from your own koowledge, or on the application of
parties within whose runs they were comprised ? I have no doubt that in some eases—in fact,
in all cases—applicationa were made in the first instance by partics concerned; and any
recommended by me, were 8o recommended after the District Commissioner had reported on
the localities and the special objects for which the reservation was sought.

414. There were a large number of reserves proclaimed by Mr. Roberteon in 1861 and early
in 1862—did you recommend any of those reserves? I may have recommended some very
small number of them, but the majority were recommended by the Surveyor General, on the
basia of surveys.

415, Without reference to you? I may have been present at the discussion of some of
them, but none of the surveyor's recommendations of that date and character were submitted
to me, or reported upon officially by me; there would have been no necessity for it.

416. Is it the duty of any one particular officer in the Survey Department to sec that these
reserves are of proper limits and properly deseribed, previous to publication in the Gazefle ?
I do not know that it is. No doubt it would be the business of the Burveyor General, or his
subordinates, to ses that all reserves recommended by bim were of proper limits and properly
described ; but reserves recommended through my department, in anticipation of survey, no
officer of the Surveyor General's Department wou)d be responsible for. I should be responsible
for them myself—for any I recommended, certainly.

417. Do all the reserves which you recommend pass through the hands of the Surveyor
General, or the Deputy Surveyor General, before they reach the Under Secretary, to be
submitted by him to the Minister 7 No, none. I may explain the routine in thiz way :—
A number of applications for reserves made to me, under the memorandum issoed from the
Lands Office, in September last, were based on surveys accompanied by plans, and contained
information so detailed as to admit of being placed on the maps of the Survey Office.  All
these I abstained from going into, and referred to the Survey Department for action. There
were some other cases also, where applieations for reservations were made to me, upon water
frontages, rivers, and erveks, which had already been surveyed and mapped in the Survey
Department, or in respect to which some action was going on in the SBurvey Department, by
the surveyors in the field. I have always referved such cases to that department, to be
dealt with by reference to their own proceedings. It would bave been obvicusly absurd for
me to have attempted to deal with any number of applications on a watercourse in which,
within the same limits, a surveyor was already making water reserves, by a survey going on
ander direction of the Surveyor General. It seemed to me that the best way of dealing
with these was to refer them to the Surveyor General, and that course was uniformly
followed, by understanding, between the Deputy Surveyor General and myself. The
distinetion, in faot, that we observed in practice was, that all mattera that could be charted
should be dealt with in the Survey Office, and those that could not, T should deal with, to
the best of my ability, from the information afforded by the applications and the records of
my own office. 418
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418. You are aware that instructions were given from the Surveyor General’s Department, Abram Orpan
on the 9th December, 1864, and that another letter of instructions was sent to the surveyors Esq. 0. E'L
in the field, on the 9th August, 1865, by the Surveyor General's Department, and that s oy
memorandum of instructions was also issued, with a lithographed plan—was it your duty to
see that those instructions were complied with in the applications made by parties for
reserves 7 Of course L am aware that instructions were issued by the SBurveyor General to
the surveyors in the field, as to the duty of making reservations of lands for water supply.
I have never seen those instructions. It was no part of my duty to superintend the opera-
tions of the surveyors in the ficld; that would be a matter properly for the heads of their
department.  When I say I have never seen those instructions, I mean that I have never
seen them officially, though I have seen them in the newspapers. 1 wish to convey that it
was no part of my duty to control the action, or express any opinions on the action of
officers of another department. .
419. By Mr. Lucas: You were not officially informed ¥ I was not officially instructed with
reference to the letters spoken of. With regard to the memorandum I was officially
instructed. It was not officially communicated to me by letter, but I .am aware of the fact
that it was distribnted from the Lands Office, and I received a copy of it from the late
Seeretary for Lands (Mr. Robertson), for my own guidanes.
420. Did you eonsider it your duty to see that all applications that came in after this were
in accordance with this memorandam ?  All that T dealt with myself. But all that, it
seemed to me, would be better dealt with under that memorandum by the Survey Depart-
ment I referred to the Survey Department.
421. By the Chairman: Had you such a cognizance of this memorandum that you felt it
to be your duty to see that all applications were in aceordance with the directions contained
in it! Unguestionably, all applications that I dealt with myself. This memorandum
required all applications to be addressed to me ; but in point of faet a great number were
addressed to the Surveyor General direct, and dealt with by the Burveyor General, without
reference to me at all,
422. Previous to the issue of the proclamation of a large number of reserves by Mr. Robert-
som, in 1861 and 1862, were any particular steps taken to obtain applications from parties
interested, or descriptions from the surveyors in the field, or Commissioners of Crown Lands,
with reference to them ? I do not think the Commissioners of Crown Launds were charged
by instructions with toking up the duty at all, and T do not think any steps were taken—
wone were talien of whiuh% have any cognizance or recollection—to obtain applications from
the parties ; but I know that the Burveyors and Gold Commissioners were under instructions
from the Lands Department to make recommendations of lands that they deemed it advisable
* to withhold from the operation of the Alicoation Act—then just about to come into operation—
with reference to public objects, water supply, or others.
423. Were all those reserves made in a satisfactory manner, or were there any complaints at
the time, as to the manner in which they were made? T have no recollection of any
eomplainta.
424, Do you remember how many were then made? I do not.
425. When the Minister authorized the issue of a circular from the Surveyor Genersl's
Office, in December, 1864, in order to prepare for the proclamation of reserves previous to
the 1st of January, 1866, did you receive any instructions as regards the portion of the
country within your immediate control, in order that you might have descriptions sent in
for these reserves in proper time ? No. T am speaking really of o matter of which my
knnwleﬂsa is only at seeond-hand; but it has come to my knowledge that sarveyors were
employed in this work all over the country—there were surveyors in each district, and
instructions were issued to them from the head of their department.
426. Were they put in action without your being eommunieated with? Yes. The intention
seems to have been, at Brst, that the doty should be taken up and dealt with by the officers
of the Survey Department; and my impression is, that it was found that the prospect of its
being completed within anything like a reasonable time by those officers, as time wore on,
seemed 50 remote that it becamle necessary to take some other steps, with a view of getting
that which it was necessary to do done by the end of the year, when the old leases ran out,
and with that view this memorandum was issued.
427. But no particular instruction was given by the Minister to you, in order to urge you on
to have all these matters satisfactorily completed by the end of 18657 None whatever.
428. Did you of your own motion take any particular action with reference to the officers
under your charge, and part of whose duty you considered it should be to recommend these
reserves to you previous to the 3lst December, 18657 Not until after I received a copy of
this memorandum. I knew the same duty was in the hands of other officers, and it seemed
to mejthat it would be useless to employ two sets of officers in the same duty without eoneert.
If I bad thought that the question was being overlooked, I should have conceived it my duty
to invite the Minister’s attention to it, and take his instructions ; but knowing the matter
was in the hands of another department, I did not consider that I was called upon to take
auy action with reference to it.
429. You consider that the Minister had taken the matter out of your hands, and entrusted
it to another officer ! Yes, in some degree. 1 should still have considered it open to me to
make any recommendations ; but as to a general measure for reserving lands throughout the
Colony, another department was charged with it—I was not charged with it, and I saw no
necessity fur my interference.
430. You only communicate with the Commissioners of Crown Lands?  Yes.
431. Were the Deputy Surveyor General and you in personal communication on this matter
frequently? When the applications came in rapidly we were constantly in communication ;
. - o

8 Mar,, 1866,



116

24

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE SELECT COMMITTER

Abram Orpen in fact, a great number of the reserves that were recommended were recommended by us in

Moriarty,

Ean,,0.0.C.L.

e,
8 Mar., 1866,

concert. The Deputy Surveyor General spent several days’'each week in my office, 2nd we
went through matters together.

432, Can you recollect fhuut. what date you began to act together in this matter?  Tb must
bave been about the middle of December—not before the begioning of the month of
December last,

488, Did you thiok it possible to have the whole matter arranged during the momth of
Degember, satisfactorily ! Certainly wot, never.

434, But a great effort was made to get as many of these reserves proclaimed az possible,
during the month of December? A great effort was made, and I may state as a fact, that
T believe every application for & reserve that reached my office as late as the 18th Decem-
ber—ecertainly anything that reached me before the 14th December—mwas either replied to by
me or submitted to the Minister for notification ; nothing remained in wy office, that was
not dealt with, if received prior to the 14th December.

435. Do you know how it Lappened, that, out of the whele number, cnly 1,500 appear to
have been proclaimed, and it is said four or five hundred were left unproclaimed ! T received
an immense number of applications; my office waa literally swamped with them ; they used
to come in sometimes at the rate of 400 a day. In all cases 1 examined them personally,
and after duing =0, I refused to submit sbout 600 applieations; I referred I suppose about
150, speaking in round numbers, to the Survey Department; 1 submitted about 150 to the
Minister, for notification, in accordance with this minute, by a certain date ; and at a later
dete T submitted some 800 more. Those that were submitted atfirst were notified, those that
were submitted last were not.  In the mean time Mr. Hobertson had come again into office ;
T had no eonversation with him on the subject, but T understood he wished to look into the
matter a little, before taking any action. I do not know why they were Dot notified ; the
last were quite i secordance with those that were approved ; they happened, io fact, to be
delayed by accident.

436, By Mr. Muacpherson: Were any of the 600 that you refused to submit, afterwards
submitfed, and by whom wasit done ? Yes, by myself, the grounds of my objection to snbmit
them baving been in the mean time removed. For instance, I refused to submita very great
number because there was nothing in the deseriptions to indicate that they included any water at
all; Tbelieve it was an accidental omission on the part of the parties, but wherever it was supplied
1 sent the coses oo afterwards. There was one case also, which was not quite of that class ;
it was the case of an applicant for water reserves, under this memorandum, upon his frontage,
and for certain camps in addition. In dealisg with the application myself, it seemed to we,
ihe water reserves on the frontage would ioclude nearly one-fourth of the frontage, and I
refused to zend in the application for back water on that ground. Thiscase was afterwards made
the subject of a personal eommunication to me by the Deputy Surveyor General, who informed
me that, according to hiz interpretation of the memorandum, and measuring the frontage from
end to end, from one extreme point to another, and not across the breadth of the rum, he
conceived the application came within the spirit, if not the letter, of the memorandum, and
that he had told the applicant so. That case was afterwards notified, and that was the only
cuse in which objections made by me were waived without having been removed.

487, By the Chairman : Do you remember what case it waa? 1t was an application of Mr.
Hay's. I have it with me.

438, Will you read anything you consider necessary? This is the application, with an
enclosed skatch and deseriptions. My reply was to this effect :—“The watering-place reserves
 may be included.  As these absorb one-fourth of the frontage, as explained by the printed
“ memorandur, the reservation of the cattle camps (which, moreover, do not appear to con-
¥ tain water) cannot be recommended. 217 There is a subsequent memorandum in my own
bandwriting to this effect :—* The Deputy Surveyor General has, [ am informed by him,
¢ intimated to Mr. Hay his concurrence in the arrangement as to water frontage, which,
* measured slong the course of the river, is not more than opefifth, The eamp reserves may
¢ therefore also be sent forward,”  In the mean time, Mr. Hay had stated in another letter
that all these so-called eamps did include back water. I mention this as a case—the only
ease in my recollection—in which objections made by me were over-ruled—not so much over-
ruled az waived.

439, By Mr. Cunneen: By whom? By myself.

440, By the Chairman: Did it appesr to be the impression then, from what you eonld
gather from the leaseholders, that they might apply for reserves for cattle camps, although
they contained no water ! A great number of applicetions were made under that impression,
and all such applications were refused by me. :

441. As a matter of fact, you did not pass any reserve under the name of 2 cattle camp,
which did not also contain water 7 None.

442, Then if a reserve is described in the Gasetée as a cattle camp, although water is not
mentioned, you are satisfied that in every case it was a water reserve 7 Lam. It was a
matter to which my attention was particularly directed. I certainly have written seventy
or eighty letters refusing appliestions for cattle camps.

443, And as far as you know, you did refuse all reserves for eattle camps unless they contained
water 7 As far as my knowledge goes, there is not a single eattle camp resérve, except with
the view of preserving access to water. The word “ cattle-camp,” where it remained in the
deseription, was suffered to remain more as completing the description than for any other
reason, for eattle camps are well marked localities.

444, There seems to be an impression that, where the cabtle ecamps are, there is uzually,
though not invariably, no water at all 7 It is a mistake. All the valusble cattle camps in
the salt bush country are within easy sccess of water. ' s
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445. By Mr. Lucas: How far—what do you eall easy access? Tt is rather diffieult to define ﬁg’;ﬁﬂ! Orpen

the word easy; I should say within a mile,

446, By the Choirman ; So that a reserve of 640 acres would inelude, with the cattle
camp, the water?  Yes. No doubt in esme parts of the country the cattle go oot to the
back country at night and feed in to water in the day.

447._You state that so far as you are aware, the instructions contained in this memorandum
with regard to deseriptions of reserves, were invariably complied with. Can you state, on
reference to the Gaselfes, which reserves did pass you, or which did not; for instanes, take
No. 426, page 3017, in which the description appears very indefinite ? This passed through
my hands no doubt, and I think there are five altogetber in which the descriptions are very
indefinite, for which I am responsible.

448, In faet, this reserve contains no description of any fized area? No.

448, You cousider that an accident in passing the document? Tt is a clerical omission,
which is explained in this way :—There was such an immense number of cases that it was
simply impossible to have manuseript copies of the descriptions prepared for the Glazetfe,
and for the saving of time the original papers were sent to the prioter, with a score made
in the margin opposite the description. 1n these three cases, one of which you have referred
to, the application read something like this: * T request you to reserve on wy run, one
seetion of laud, described as follows.” On the margin of this letter I have written my own
note to have the descriptions sent forward, but in preparing the papers for the printer, the clerk
has omitted to underscore the worda * one section,” or the printer has omitted to copy them.
Hence the indefinitencss. I made a note also for the addition of some few words, such as
“the external lines being directed to the cardinal points of the compass”; and the two
omissions—the area, and these additional words—make the difference of these deseriptions
being nousense or being perfect descriptions. 1 have by me the original papors which
shew the facts to be as I have stated. There are five csses in which the reserves are vaguely
deseribed, and as far as I see, these are all in this notice. I bave only been able to detect
five in which there is any inacenracy of deseription,

450. Are there not some in which the description runs as applying to “my” run? That is
another error resulting from the same eauss, the description having been taken from the
original letter. While I aceept the full responsibility for any clerical errors made in my
office, I must state that we bad no opportunity of correctiog the press for these notices. If
the proofs had been corrected in my office T believe these mistakes would have been detected.
451. Why did you not order that it should be done 7 Because it was done before I knew of
it.. It was done in a hurry, in fact. The usual practice was not followed,

452, Of course the reserve can only be considered as deseribed in that official document ?
Unquestionably. No doubt these deseriptions are simply nonsense.

453. You do not know how many—you have not ascertoined accurately how many of thesa
reserves are deseribed asfor “my ™ run? T read the list over very carefully last night and
only observed the expression three or four times. This is the original of one of the cases I
speak of, :

454, Just read it?  The witnese read ae follows :—

¢ The Chief Commissioner  Butkerwa, December Srd, 1865,
# of Crown Lands, Sydney.
# Sir, _

# I have the honor to apply for the following reserve of one square mile to be
 made upon the south side of Urana Creek, wpon my Butherwa Run, situated in the
* Murrnmbidgee District, viz. :—

* That spot of land known as the Borecs, eentred by box-tree marked L, starting about
¢ 12 mile south-west or thereabouts from my homestend.

Gazetto, “ I have, &e.,
Gazetted—30 Dee. “ WILLIAM CHAPMAN"

In preparing this for the Gasette, the eclerk has omitted to underscore the words * one
square mile,” and to make this addition, which T had made in other esses and dirested to be
made in all where it was necessary—* and bounded by lines directed to the ecardinal
points.” My note passing it was made at the same time I made all these other notes, and T
passed it with the idea that this application would appear as a reserve of ome square mile,
with this deseription, and with the additional words—* the boundary lines directed to the
cardinal points.” There are five eases sltogether out of thirteen hundred in which some
guch clerical omission took place,
455. And with that exception you state to the Committee that the descriptions are in
accordance with the Aect, the instructions uoder the Act from the Minister, and the pre-
cedents that have been previously laid down? I believe they are so generally, Of course,
I cannot give a specific answer as applied to the whols of those gazetted, but as far as my
koowledge extends, it.is ao.
4566, I mean as far as these reserves passed through your department?  Certainly.
457, By Mr. Lueas: You had nothing, or very listle, to do with the reserves in the
Murrumbidgee District 7 The Murrumbidgee frontage had been already surveyed, and to the
best of my recollection, all the applications received on surveyed frontage, I sent to the
Burvey Office.
458. I believe it is in evidence that most of the southern country was left in the hands of
the Deputy SBarveyor Gencral, becanse he had been living up there some time, and had a
Enowledge of the country—is that the case? T think not. My impression, no doubt, is
that his personal acquaintsnco with the country gave bim great facilities, but these matters
were referred to him on the principle (I fancy) that applications based on survey could be
more properly dealt with in hisz office. '

249—D 459,
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Abram Orpen 459, Do yon know how the boundaries and aress of runs were arrived at for the purpose of
T ;}m&tg‘. issuing the leases which expired on the 1st of January lost? In a great number of cases
., C.C.CL L i
they were surveyed ; almost all the most valuable runs bave been surveyed.
460. T am speaking of when the leases were igsued, and I ask how the areas were arrived at?
Until within the last two or three years, and until after the passing of the Act, in fact,
461. T am spesking now of fourteen years back ¥ My reply is very simple,—that no lease
was issned before the passing of the Act until the runs had been aurveyedl:.l
462, How were the areas for which the lessees paid rent arrived at? In the first ivatance,
the area oceapied by stock, which in former days was considered of very little consequence,
was usually stated in the recommendations for granting the license,
403, How were they arrived at? From the applications of the parties.
464. A person applying sent in about the quantity that he believed to be in hisrun? Noj
applications were usually made by reference to deseription more than area or acreage. In
fact, the question of sereage never ocenrred to a squatter in those early days. A squatter
Foullﬂ apply for o certain length of river frontage, snd his license would be granted to kim
or that,
465. How did they arrive at the rentala? Under the old licenses there was a fee paid by
each squatter, in proportion to the number of stock he depastured on Crown Lands. Under
t%uhﬂrdera in Council, each squatter paid rent according to the estimated pastoral eapabilities
of his run. :
466. Which he included in his deseription ?  Yes.
467. These deseriptions and estimates of the capabilities of their runs were sent in by the
sqnatters themselves?  Yes, in the first instance.
4ti%. And from these, this document—a Return to an Addrees, on motion of Mr. Piddiogton,
relating to Crown Laods under lease or license beyond the Seitled Districts, ordered to
be printed on 2Ist Beptember, 1858—was compiled 7 No, becanse at the date of this
Return, these estimates had been to a large extent modified by subsequent official investiga-
tion ; and wherever that had been the case, the squatters’ estimates had been rectified.
469, Where that had not taken place, the squatters’ estimate was taken? Yes, no doubt,
for the preparation of the return.
470. And generally speaking, the rent was fized on hiz estimate ¥ No, on the quantity ef
stock the run was assessed to carry. This was done by valuation under the Orders in
Council. Of course, in referring to that return, I am not to be understood as adopting its
contents.
471. Do applications for pre-emptive purchases or pre-emptive rights pass through your
office 7 Yea. .
472, Ts it your duty to report upon them, whether they are in accordance with the Land
Act? In the first mmstance, the applications are or should be addressed to me; and it is my
duty, before taking any farther action, to see that the parties applying are the recognized
lessees of the runs of which they desire to buy portions ; and also, since the passing of the
Act, to see whether on the face of them the applications are in nccordance with the require-
ments of the Act. If there is anything in an application objectionable on the face of it
I notice it at ones, but if there is nothing objectionable on the fase of it, I send it on to the
Burvey Odfice for survey. It is quite possible, on the survey being made, that some
objection may be ascertained to exist whisﬁ it was impossible to detect in the first instance,
473. Do you consider it your duty to report to the Minister whether these pre-emptive
purchases should be allowed or not? No. As a matter of praectice, if 2 man having a small”
run applied to buy a larger proportion of it than the law allowed him, I should write to him
to say &0
4?4.3But. if you thought it did not exeeed the quantity he was entitled to—— I should-
gend it on to the Surveyor General, stating that the party was the recogpized holder of the
run, and requesting that the land applied for might be sorveyed. If upon survey, informa-
tion should be disclosed that was oot apparent on the face of the application, the Surveyor
General would notice that, and bring it to the cognizance of the Minister for Lands,
475.1. Ygu do not think it would be a portion of your duty ¥  Not after it has passed out of
my hands.
476. Your duty consists in seeing whether the person applying for the pre-emptive right,
was the ceeupier of the ron, and entitled to the pre-emptive right 7 Ves, at the first stage ;
but after the survey had been made, and when everything wes clear about the application,
then the SBurveyor General would return it to me, to be by me submitted to the Government,
and reported upon to the Government.
477. Bopposing a squatter had what we understand to be one block of 16,000 acres—that he
paid rent ooly for one bloek of 16,000 acres, but in reality he held 64,000 seres, would you
allow him four blocks of pre-emptive right, or one, seeing that he paid rent for only one,
and was the actual oceupier of four?  Buppesing such a case to exist—the parallel to which
I bave no knowledge of—the parallel to which does not exist, in my belief—I should confine
the applications on the face of them, to the proportionate estent which the propossd
purchase bore to the recorded extent of the run.
478, What would be the recorded extent of the run—what he paid rent for? As T have
stated, be does not pay rent on the extent, but on the estimoted capabilities of the run.
479, You have stated that the squatters estimated the extent of their runs themselves? In
the first instanee they did, but as those cstimates were examined and proved to be true or
unirue, they were accepted or thrown aside.
480. And from these examinations, together with the original estimatea of the squatters, this
return was compiled 7 No doubt.
481. Then I presume, where alteration has been made by the surveyors, we shall have it
correct ¥

e
& Mar., 1666,




0N HESERVES UNDER CROWN LANDS ALIENATION ACT.

correct?  Up to that date. That return, I presume, embodied the latest information of Abram Orpen

which the Government were in possession, a5 to the various runs, at that date.

482. Would you or have you in any case recommended, that a Crown tenant holding four
or five blocks of land, should be allowed to pre-swpt the whole of his rights for the several
blocks, on one—do you think that is in keeping with the Land Act? ‘This is a matter
that has been diseussed to some extent, and on which it is advisable there should be no
misunderstanding.  Before answering the question, it iz necessary for me to know the
maaning which is attached to the word “ block.”

483. 1 mean a block of 16,000 acres, referred to in the Land Act. It distinetly says,
both in the Act and in the Regalations, that pre-emptive rights shall be eonfined to
the blocks of 16,000 acres. Now I ask you, if the Crown tenant is in possession of 64,000
acres, which will be four blocks, and of eourse he is entitled to pre-empt four blocks of 640
acres each, would the Crown Lands Office allow this person to take the whole of this pre-
emptive right for the several blocks on one, or would they compel him to take one pre-emptive
right in each block 7 T am still a little at sea as to the meaniog of this word “ block,” but
I have po diffieulty whatever in giving my own account of the whole matter in this way :—I
will suppose that a sguatter holds a run under a lease or promise of lease—call it a block of 25
square miles, and holds ancther run of 25 square miles under lease or promise of lease,
adjoining the first, and a third and fourth in the same way at the back of that, under separate
tenures, call them A, B, C, and I ; T should regard it as a pilece of great carelessness on my
part, as well as on the part of every officer concerned in the matter, if the squatter should be
suffered to suppose he would be allowed to use the pre-emptive right of A, B, C, and I, upon
A.  Nosuch thing, within my knowledge, was ever contemplated or allowed by anyhody.
484, You believe it never has been allowed ? 1t never has been allowed to wy knowledge.
At the same time, if & squatter held one run in one lease comprising 64,000 acres—that is
four times the extent of the ordinary block—in carrying into effect the limitation of the
Aet, extreme difficulty was found by reason of the very vagueness of that term * hloek.”
The Deputy Burveyor General suggested one mode of getting rid of the difficalty. Before
action was taken wpon it, it was referred to me, I objected to his mode of getting rid of i,
because it seemed to me it would not be effectnal ; and I suggested another mode, having it
on my mind that the Legislature bad contemplated that purchases should be made in such a
case according to some mode of sabdivision undefined of this tenure into blocks; but the
coursa the Deputy Soarveyor General proposed, and the course I proposed, were not adopted
by the Government, snd the Government arrived at the opinion that the meaning of the
Legislature was, that & certain acreage should be allowed to be purchssed in proportion to
the extent of the partieular run.

485. In any portion of it? Yes.

486. What was your proposition? My proposition was, that in making his applieation, the
lessee should be required to propose » scheme of subdivision of his run into blocks, in sach
& manner as to comply with the requirements of the law, and at the same time, bind himself
and any future holder of the run to an observance of the sawe scheme ; and that being done,
the applications would be dealt with sccordingly.

487. Then he would ba able to take his block of 640 aeres in each of the subdivisions
proposed by himself ? Yes,

488, By the Chairman: Do you remember what was the Deputy Burveyor General’s
proposal ? It was to this effect,—that the Survey Office, in giviog instructions for the survey,
should instruct its surveyors how to subdivide each Tun
488. By Mr, Lucas : Tnto twenty-five mile blocks ¥ Yes, and then oblige the lessee to abide
by that arrangement.

490. And take the pre-emptive right in each blonk 7 Yes. My objection to that was, that
the Burvey Department in nine coses out of ten have no knowledge of how the runs are
ghaped, and therefore, to earry it out it would be necessary to sarvey the runs in the first
instance. 1 bad also strong doubts as to the legality of it, becanse the pre-smptive right did
not arise out of, but was limited by, this particolar clause. Therefore, for the Government
arbitrarily to say to a squatter, we will subdivide your run in a certain way, and you may
exercige your rights only in aceordance with that subdivision, wonld be going beyond the
spirit of the Act, in limiting the rights of the holders by law.

491. Then the Government did not adopt either the plan proposed by yourself or that
proposed by the Deputy Surveyor Geperal—what plan did they adopt?  They adopted a
suggestion of the Under Secretary for Lands.

492, What was that? It was made with the view of cuiting the knot of the difficulty, and
proposed to allow the purchases to be made in the given proportion to the extent of the
partieular Tun.

493, In one bloek ¥ Yes, without reference to precise situation.

494, Then, in reality, if & person possessed four bloeks of land, and one happened to have
a water frontage of four miles, he could, under the regulation proposed by the Government,
take up the whole of the water fromtage, although only ome block of this land faced or
touched the water 7 Supposing the word block to mean merely areas of country ——

495. Will you look at this regulation :—* The purchase must be limited to one portion of
“not less than 160 acres nor more than 640 seres out of each block of twenty-five sguare
¢ miles ” 7 1 think the meaning of that was that there should be a subdivision of a
run where no sach subdivision had existed. T do not think it was contemplated by the law
that, in the case of a run of great relative depth to its frontage, comprising several of such
imaginary areas which you may call blocks, the whole pre-emptive right should be taken on
the frontage; at the same time, it was 2 possible case under the rule laid down, slthough
before the matter went any further the question was rediscussed and redetermined. 496
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entitled, for several blocks of 25 square miles—to exercise their rights for several blocks on
ope? It is diffieult to omit that word bleck from the discuszion
497. If & man held a run containing 100 square miles, he could take his pre-emptive right,
which would be four square miles, on any portion of that ? I think that would have been a
possible effect of the decision arrived at.

498, By whom ? By the Government,

409, Did you take any objection to submitting applications for reserves for cattle camps
only ?  Yes, I submitted no sush applieations.

500. I believe you submitted the whole of the applications in the northern distriet, did you
not? No. A grest number of them I did submit. It may save time, if 1 say that,
although the Gazetie descriptions may not shew there is water in the localities, in every
instance it was ascertained that the reserves applied for did contain water.

501. Then, upon what prineiple did you recommend these reserves—merely for water
reserves only ! For water reserves.only, .

502, Was it not the intention of granting these large reserves—sueh reserves as we see in
this sketch given in for Mr. Hay's run—were not these roserves made for the purpose of
giving persons who may hold back land access to water 7 No,

508, Then in reality thess reserves, which went right through the runs, were for the use of
the run only—the individual run on which they were made? For the present use of the
run only ; but there may have been an intention of ultimately withdrawing theee reserves
from the lessehold, and devoting them to the nse of the back lands, although that intention
was not expressed in any action that was taken.

04, These reserves were not made for giving persons who hold back country access fo
water? In some few cases, localitics were withdrawn from gale, and withdrawo from lease
also, for preserving acecss to water for the publie; but as a general rule, these reserves are
gimply portions of runs which are not open to free selection.

505, These reserves are made for the purpose of preventing free sclection on them? At
present.

506. By Mr. White: From sale of any sort?  From sale of any sort.

807. By the Chairman : Would it not have been a gross dereliction of duty, for you to havae
recommended the Government to zell all, or more than a due proportion of water frontage 7
My only difficulty in answering that question is as to the use of the word “due” I think
it is matter of opinion what is a due proportion.

508. Would you give the whole of the water frontage? T cannot see any reason why it
should not be done, supposing the squatter to have by law the right of buying the whole
frontage of his land, and reservations for water supply or other public purposes to be made.
T can see no reason for making a distinction between purchase by a squatter and purchase
by anybody else—the land is for sale.

509, Ts there any cass where it has been done—the whole of the frontage? Never. I
believa in the whole Colony, there are one or two cases in which two sections adjoin ome
another upon the frontage, but the whole frontage hes never been purchased.

510. By Mr. Lucas : Is it not the fuct that the whole frontage has been allowed to be taken
up under pre-emptive right, or reserved from conditionsl purchase? Noj there are some
applications, but it has never been done. :

511. By the Chairman : Was the application not refused ? I never saw the application ; I
believe it was refased ; I bave heard from other officers one cass in which the application
was refuzed.

512, Do you mean Parnell's case 7 It was in Parnells case that the guestion of proportional
nren was diseussed. In the csss of George Maoeleay, for s run named * Singorambs,” I
think it was, tha question of zelling the whole frontage, with the exeeption of the reserves,
was brought before the Government and decided in the negative.

518. By Mr. Cunnesn: You say you are responsible for recommending all the temporary
reserves that have been made? No, I stated that I am respomsible for all that I recom-
mended.

514. What does your responsibility amount to—does it ameunt to this, that if anything is
done wrong, the wrong lies with you? My responeibility extends thus far, in my view, that
I am responsible to the Government for making no recommendations as of conrse, that are
not in asecordance with the declored intentions of the Government zs put forth in this
memaorandum.

515. If a reserve recommended by you should be proelaimed, and it should be ascertained
afterwards that it was wrongfully proclaimed, would you hold yourself respousible for its
being 0, or who in the department would be responsible? I should be responsible to the
extent of the recommendation I made—I eannot say for the preclamation, but for the
recommendation T made—being in sccordance with the instruetions I received from the
Government. .

516. Was it the role in the department for your recommendations always fo be received, and
effect given to them ?  There was no rule upon the subject. If the Government approved
of my recommendations they would adopt them, if they did vot approve they would not
adopt them. .

517. If not approved of, what other officer in the department would have the power of
disapproving—the power of anpulling your recommendations? The Secratery for Lands, to
whom my recommendations were made.

518, As'a geveral rule, does the Secretary for Lands accept the recommendatiors of his
officers and aet upon them ? T eun only reply to that by saying that, if the Secretary for
Lands thought they were right he would approve them, if he thought they were wrong he
would disapprove them. 519
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519. As a matter of fact, did he geoerally give effect to your recommendations? As a
matter of fact, I am happy to ackoowledge that the Secretary for Lands had so much
confidence in me, that in & great many cases be adopted my recommendations, but in many
ocases also he disallowed them,
520. Did the Secretary for Lends ever gnzette reserves without the recommendation of his
officers or agninst their repert—when they reported against any reserves, did be, on his
own respensibility, proclaim them ? Not to my knowledge, and I am pretty confident he
never did.
521. You eay, in December a great effort was made fo have these reserves prepared for
proclamation ! Yes,
022, Were you urged by the Minister to make this great effort, or was it voluntary on your
own acoount ? It was partly volantary, beesnse I knew the time was close at hand when
these reserves must be made if they were to prove effective; but.T was also urged by the
Under Seerstary for Lands. T had no personal communieation with the Minisier at the time
the reserves were proclaimed, but I was urged by the Under Secretary to hasten matters
forward, I presumed by the Minister's directions,
523, With regard to the reserves that are deseribed as cattle camps—were they proclaimed
becanse cattle camps were upon them, or ouly hecause water was upon them? The faet of
caktle camps being upon them probably led to the parties making application for these
particalar localitios ; but before recommending them to be reserved, I ascertained that they
eontained water, and they were reserved for water sepply.
524. Were they proclaimed because cattle camps were upon them, or because they contained
water 7 Because they contained water, which was a reason within the spirit of the law.
The mere fact of their containing cattle camps seemed to be entirely beyond the spirit of
the law.
525, Was aoy reserve proclaimed simply because it had o cattle camp upon it and nothing
elsef Not to my knowledge.
526. Then, they are in faot and io epirit water reserves, and not cattle camp reserves—do I
understand that? Ulnquestionably.
527. Do you not thiok, that in the public interest, it is desirable to make these reserves from
gale, in order to prevent the land being sold o any person—either free selector, pre-emptive
puarchaser, of purchazer at anction—to the injury of the public estute? No doubt of it;
that was the object of the messure, as I understood it.
528, Do you think the legitimate object was, nob to prevent free selection, but to prevent
the publie estate from being deprived of water fromtage, either by the squatter purchazing,
the free selecior purchasing, or any other person purchasing—was that the object ¥ The
effect of the reservation would be to prevent the purchase by anybody.
529. Would it be, with a view of preserving the water for the public, instead of letting any
individual pessess it? No doubt, the object wonld have been to prevent the value of the
adjacent lands from being destroyed by a monopoly of the water necessary for the use of
the whole, whether by the free selector, the pre-emptive purchaser, or the purchaser by
auction ; bat the reservation was not so pecessary to provide sgainst a purchase by the
squatter or a purchase by avction, beeause sales to the squatter and sales by suction would
_ not be made until all necessary reservations had been seen to by the surveyor on the spot;
whoreas, in the cage of the free selector, onee the selection waz made, it would have been too
late for a surveyor to come and =ay, you shall not have this, becanse it is required for water.
The land selected would then be the private property of the selector. .
530. By Mv. Lucas: Can you inform the Committes at what reot the Morago Run has been
appraised ? T cannot at this moment.
531, Will you add it to your evidenee, and also the amount at which the Mathoura or
Hedbaok Koo bas been appraised 7 T will.
« (L. Reot (before pussing of Assessment Act of 1858) ... e £ 20
Mathours <+ 2. Rent and nasessment (from 1858) ... e " e BO
8. Appraised remta] (1800} ... . aes w280
51- Rent (before passiog of Assessment Act of 1858) ... 25
Morago .../ 2. Rent and sssessment (from 1853) ... es ves wee 100
8. Approised rental (18G6) ... es s s e 225
532, By Mr. Whitz ; Were these instructions to the surveyors, in December, 1864, acted
upon to any great extent, do you koow—the instructions to sarveyors to reserve lands from
sale! Yes, to a very great extent. I believe by far the majority of the reserves which
appear in this recent publication were recommended by surveyors.
53d3. Witbont referepee to any applieations from the lessees? Witheot reference to
anybody. No doubt the surveyors heing on the spot may have received some information
from the lessees,
534, Bat it wos not in the first instance on application from the lessee, bot under instrue-
tions from the Surveyor General 7 Yes,
535, These reserves arc still paid for by the lessee as usual, as being within the area of bis
run{ Yes; they are simply portions of the run which are not open for sale—they are still
portions of the leasehold area.
036. By Mr, Lucas : Were not the runs appraised previous to these resorves being made ?
Yes, the appraisement of all the rans was-completed by sbout the middle of October, and
the mujority of the reserves were mot proclaimed till thé close of the year; but the
appraisers were told thut any lands which might be reserved in that way would remain part
of the run, and were to be talien into account in fizing the rent.
537. Were the appraisers informed of the quantity of ressrves that were likely to be made?
No, they were not.
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Decémber, 1864, and August, 1865—were you aware that copies of those instructiona

were given to those gentlemen 7 Not to my knowledge.

589. Were yon present at various interviews with the appraisers, in the office of the Minister

for Lands, when they meot there and received instructions 7  Yes.

540. Do you remember to bhave scen in their hands, or in the office at the time, copies of the

deoument given in evidence as containing instructions with regard to these reserves? No

541. By Mr. Cunneen : Do I understand you to say that the appraisers were given to under-

stand, that whatever amount of land might be reserved upon the run, or withdrawn from sale,

would still be at the disposal of the sguatter 7 Would remain part of the run unless

rezerved from lease also.

%;12. That any reserve withdrawn from sale would still be held by the sguatter under lease ?

Yes,

545. And they were given to understand that, therefore, they should charge him asseasment

according to the value of the run, including that part of it—that the assessment should be

none the less on aceount of its being withdrawn # It was rather implied that the assessment

ehould be all the more.

944, By My, White : The appraisers were inatructed not to take into account the contingency

that the lands might be all taken away by sale at the commencement of this year—they wera

instrocted to uppraise the runs as if they were absolutely under lease to the lessces ! They

were instructed to appraise the runs that were under lease.

545, And not to take into account any contingencies that might happen, such as reserves

from gale, or the run being s0ld? They were instructed specially that any lands reserved for

water supply would remain part of the run. It was also poioted out thut they ought net to

deal by anticipation with possible reductions of area.

546, By the Chatrman: Were these instructions in writing ?  Yea,

847, Can you furnish a copy to the Committee ? Yes. (Vide Appendiz E)

548. By Mr. Macpherson: Will you menotion wheo you first became acquainted, either

officially or otherwise, with the letter of instruetions of 9th December, 1864, to the surveyors ¥

I cannot be positive, but I knew of the contents shortly after the letter was issued.

%49. You were not in any way responsible at that time for carrying out these instruetions ?
.

550. Will you mention when you first became acquainted with the sketeh in illustration of

the cireular 7 Not until about the middle of last year, as far as I recollect.

551. Did you become aequainted with this sketeh and with the memorandum, shoat the same

time? Yes, il waz the memorandum which directed my :-l.lttsmiun to the sketeh; I do not

think I had seen it before.

552, Had you never received any instroctions with reference to these reserves before 7 No.

653, By whom were you instructed in reference to the memorandum and sketch 7 Speaking

as an official, T might say I was not instrueted at all; I received no official letter on the

subject, but it wae handed to me by the Minister for Lands, with personal directions to sec

it attended to.

554, May I ack, did he give you any special instructions with reference to any particular

reserves—ito any pa.rtiuuﬁtr runs—to any particular personz? No, with one exception—the

reservation of the land at the Billabong, I was present when the deputation waited on the

Minister for Lands, and he gave me personal direetions to make a note of what was said.

Dab, Was it before that, you were told to hold yourself gemerally responsible for carrying

out the memorandum ! Long subsequent to the interview I speak of, in the eourse of which

I made & note of the Minister’s directions in regard to the Willandra Billabong. T do not

think this memorandum was prepared till long after that date.

656. Can you give any idea when you received these general instruetions—was it in June?

To the best of my recollection it was about August,

557. About the time thiz memorandum was issmed? Soon after; I bad seen it before 1

received the Minister's instructions.

558, You say you think it was izsued about August? T think about Aogust.

559, Did Mr. Robertson give you any other instructions with reference to the earrying out

of the memorandum, excepting those eontained in it—did he give you any instructions in

referenee to the size of the reserves # No. I understood this memorandum to embody the

substance of the instructions previously issued to the surveyors, ind I assumed it to eontain

everything that was necessary. :

560. I understand your instructions were fo carry out the reserves in accordance with the

terms of that memorandum ¥ That was the general effect—the substanee of what 1 gathered

from Mr. Robertson.

561. When Mr. Cowper assumed the management of the Lands Department, did you receive

any other special instructions from him ? I had no eommunication with Mr. Cowper on the

nugjent; I had taken certain action, and T was still carrying that action on. The recom-

mendations I made to Mr. Cowper were on the basis of this memorandum,

262, Then, in point of fact, you believed Mr. Cowper was simply earrying out Mr. Robertson's

memorandum ! I understood so.

563, That there was no distinetion between the mode of carrying it out during Mr, Cowper's

time and during Mr. Bobertson’s time? None that T knew of.

264, May I ask, did you receive any different instruetions from Mr. Wilsor when he assomed

office ! Yes,

565. May I ask what they were 7 They were to the®effect that the applications should not be

dealt with til1 after reference to the Distriet Commissicners.

966. Was that prior to the 30th Januvary? Yes, I think so—within a few days of Mr

Wilson taking office, ) alT.
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567. Then after the 80th January, that is, after the issue of the Cabinet Minute, the Abram Orpen

instructions of Mr. Robertson and of Mr. Wilson were precisely the same, excepting the
difference shewn in that minute 7 Ves,
568. Is there any other difference between the instructions given by Mr. Robertson, by
Mr. Cowper, and by Mr. Wilson, excepting that the proportion of reserve is reduced from
one-fourth to oneifth of the whole frontage? And that the reserves should not be sub-
mitted until after official inspeetion by the Distriet Commissioner.
969. That is the whole distinetion between the two? I think that is all. The two
minutes speak for themselves, and T hardly like to go into a distinet analyzis of their con-
tents, without having them before me,
970. Have you reason to be aware, or have you any knowledge of Mr. Robertson having
stated, that the reserves acceded to by Mr. Cowper, were larger than those contemplated by
him? T cannot say that I have. Mr. Robertson may have made some observation in the
course of private conversation, which might have conveyed that impression, but I will not
take the reaponsibility of saying he did.
5T1. Will you undertake to say he did not doso? I could answer you, if I am to repeat
Mr. Robertson’s private conversation, but I have some nataral hesitation in doing so.
572. Do you consider that you can have any private conversation on the subject of your
poblic duties? I consider that in the course of conversation with an official, who is also &
private friend, a Minister may make an observation which is to be looked upon only as a
remark made by one friend to another,
573. With reference to a great public question like this of the reserves? I am perhaps
making a mountain of & molebill, and a difficulty where none need exist. I may as well
repeat the words, T dare say Mr. Robertson will not object. One afternoon, Mr. Hobertson
and I were walking up Bridge-street, and Mr. Robertson made some remarks upon the
absurd outery made about the reserves proclaimed by Mr. Cowper. He said something to
the effect that they were all right, and added something of this kind—* Mind you, I don't
think I should have made quite so many.”
974. In point of fact, was he correct in saying so—were any reserves made by Mr.
Cowper that would not necessarily have been made by Mr. Robertson, under hiz own
memorandum ? I will not say necessarily, because it is possible a case may have presented
itself to Mr. Robertson, under bis own memorandum, that he did not contemplate when he
drew it up.
975. Are you aware of a single instance in which a reserve was made that was not in
terms, of Mr. Robertson's memorsndum? I am not aware of any such case—I do not
thinle there is any such ease, with the exception of those I have referred to, in which there
were clerical omiszsions.
676. By the Chairman : T would ask you whether Members of Parlinment, or any other
class of persons, ever bad wore favour granted to them than other persons, or whether the
ordera given wore general, and not of a personal character, or on personal grounds? I can
only say that no Government has ever yet piven me instructions which it would be dishonor-
able for me to earry out, and I do not believe any Government would; an instruction of
that character it would be dishonorable for me to carry out, and I should refuse to do so.
577. SBome particular stress spems to have been laid on the fact that you were brought into
the room when Mr. Forlonge and Mr. Desilly came as a deputation in respect to the
Willandra Billabong reserve—did it strike you that any influence was brought to bear on
that particular matter? It did not, and if it had been so I should not have been the agent
of it. T ought to add, that my presence on that occasion was probably due to the fact that
Mr. Robertson had been in consaltation with me in drawing up a measure for the preserva-
tion of the water supply on ereeks similar to the Willandra Billabong.
D78. What was the object of that conversation—was it with a view of consalting on some
general principle which might be applied equitably to all such cases? I cannot say the pre-
cise object; the matter was goverally within my provines, and was especially within the
seope of the comsultations about this measure I have just spoken of ; I presume the ohjeet
of my being present was quite general,
479. Do you bear in your recollection a reserve for a ranof Mr, Forlonge's, near Molong? Yes.
580, Is that in secordance with instructions? The reserve is one called ¢ Brymadura” I
believe that reserve was published by some misunderstanding in the Survey Office, with
some others.
681. How do you mean a misunderstanding? There were two batches of deseriptions of
proposed reserves sent to me by the District Commissioner of Wellington, Mr. Daniel,
secompanying & repoet in which he pointed out that as to the principal watercourses of
his district, surveyors were already employed in making reservations, snd asked me whether
he shoold make recommendations with regard to the same localities, which I told him he
had better not do. Accompanying this report were two batches of deseriptions of proposed
reserves, which I understood to be descriptions supplied to him. He mentions in his
report, that the surveyors had supplied him with deseriptions of those they had recommended,
and these deseriptions were understood by me to be copies of the descriptions which the
surveyors had so furnished him with, With respect to one bateh I was I|‘;1‘eitt.y certain, but
with respect to the other bateh (which are here) I was not certain, and I took the papers in
my hand, at the same time that I took a large bateh of reserves, for submission to the
Hzeeutive Council, to the Under Secretary for Lands, Mr. Fitzpatrick. I mentioned to
him at the time that I did not know what these were, and that they had better be sent to
tha Survey Office, to be looked at. [ mentioned to the Deputy Surveyor General also, that
these descriptions hud eome to me, and that I did not know what they were. I mentioned
the same thing to the draftsman at the Survey Office also, and I left them there to !I:u
examine
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SBurvey Office and published. I helieve it was a misunderstanding ; in poiot of fuet, I
handed them in merely to be looked at—I did not reenmmend any of them.

582, Do you know whether any appliention was made by any partieular persons for them ?
Bome of them ineluded lande that were applied for, but not in the same sebeme. In the ease of
the particular one you have referred to—DMr, Forlonge's Brymadurs case—it included three
of some reserves which he had applied for, but which wers not proclaimed.

583, How does that reserve now stand—have you recommended its revocation 7 No, T have
not; almost the whole of them are old reserves made at erossing-places on ereeks as camping
grounds for tenma, travellers, &e.  This particular © Brymadora ™ reserve was proposed 2s a
town roserve ; it was a reserve from lease for a town., ) '

H84, What is the extent of the reserve ! About nine square miles, T think.

585. Have you with you the papers connected with the Willandra Billabong Beserve? No.
586. Who bas them ¢ I think they are in the Lands Department.

587, You are not aware whether you have any of them ¢ I have none,

5388, Are you sure? I have some information with regard to the locality, but I have no
reports having in view the reservation of the Willandra Billabong from sale; the only
thing I have, i3 with respect to the runs along its course, but they were granted prior to the
Act coming into force.

539, By Mr. Mucpherson : Since Mr. Robertson's resignation of office in October, 1365, has
he practically taken any part, so far as you are concerned, in the matter of thess reserves?
I do wot think I had any conversetion with Mr. Robertson on the subject of these reserves,
with the exeeption of the one T have stated.

590. Has he been at your office 7 T have seen Mr. Robertson there frequently.

£i91. Has he taken as much part in the matter as Mr. Cowper 7 I received no instruetions
from Mr. Eobertzon.

502, Did you not reoeive suggestions ! Never, .

£98. No further than in the conversation you have alluded to ? That conversation tock place
after he was Minister for Lands again. :

504, Then it was on Mr. Roberteon's second accession to office—not when he was & private
individual—that he expressed an opinion that Mr. Cowper had made more reserves than
were necessary ! He expressed no sush opinion. N

595, I take it that was the purport of his remark? He made the observation—Mind you,
I don't mean to say I should have made s0 many—or something to that effect.

598, By the Chadrman : You said Mr. Wilson's instructions differed from Mr. Robertson's,
with reference to the amount of water frontage to be reserved, to the extent of the difference
between one-fourth and one-fifth : was there not also an instruction in a previous paper to
make the reservation only of onefifth 7 The distinetion was this,—that by Mr. Robertson's
instructions, where back water existed which it was considered necessary to secore, the
lessce was permitted to take a fifth only of the frontage, and in addition a certain proportion
of the back water ; where no back water was taken, the proportion of frontage was fized
at one-fourth,

597. By Mr. Macpherson : But in Mr. Wilson's instractions, it was absolutely fixed at
ope-fifth?  Yea,

698, That wos the only difference ! In that partieular regard.

500, The difference in fact amounts to this,——that the Commissioner of Crown Lands is to
report on these reserves as well as the individual 7 Yes; and certain other views were set
forth in the minate.

600. By the Chairman : Do you consider that is any check on these reserves,—making the
Commissioners distinetly responsible ; were they not responsible before for all applications
that came through them? None of them eame through them—they all came from the
[arties,

];Ul. Where yon were in doubt, you referred to the Commissioners? At first I did, but
when the time came so close I did not.

602, By Mr. Macpherson : In faet, practically, the policy of all these gentlemen is preeisely
identical, with the slight difference mentioned? I do not feel called uwpon to express an
opinion on their policy; the only differences in the instructiona are those which appear in
the papers themselves.

603, By the Chairman: You never received any instructions from me? None whatever.
604. Ts there anything you wish to state to the Committee; you know the object of the
inguiry; if there is any information you can give en amy point your attention has not
been dirested to, we shall be glad to receive it? T do not think of anything. In this
matter of the ressrves, I regorded myself as carrying out to the best of my judgment the
poliey of the Administration of the day. .

605. Is any practical evil likely to arise from the vagueness of the descriptions you have
referred to ¥ I believe in practice the reserve is bounded by the circumference of the tree
in one of the cases referred to; there is nothing else reserved but the particular tree; it
is simply inoperative,

606, Do you suppose free selectors are left very much in doubt as to where they ean free
sclect, by any misdeseription of these reserves! No.

TUESDAY,
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Present :—
Mz. FORSTER, Me. LUCAS,

Dr. LANG, Mr. SUTHERLAND,
Mgz, WILSON,

CHARLES COWPER, Esq., 1x THE CHAIR.
John Rebertson, Esq., called in and examined :—

as

B07. By the Chairman : How long did you hold the office of Beeretary for Lands? I came J. Robertson,

into office, I think, on the 11th January, 1858, I remained for about twenty months, I

was then out about five months, and then in again for about three years and a half. T was 1 f """18"55_
oot again for abont sizteen months, T think, and was then in fora year. [ was then out for 18 Mer,

about three months, and then held office about three weeks.

608, The present Land Laws of 1261 were framed by you? Yes, they were,

609. Will you have the goodness to state to the Committee how you dealt with applications
for reserves? The law eame in force on the 18th of October, 1861, and it provided that
oo the fiest “land office day” after the lat of Junuary, 1862, what is usnally called fres
selection should eome into force, and therefore it became neeessary, within two months and a
little less than a half, to make all the preparations for that new state of things. Of course,

one of the first questions that cceupied the attention of the department was the necessity of-

preeerving from sale such land for the water supply as might be considered desirable for the
public interest, There was ab that time no neeessity to deal in that regard with the lands
under the fourteen years' leases, becanse none of these lands would come under the operation
of free selection until 1366, therefore all the lands that the Government had to deal with, with
regard to this question of water reserves, were the Old Settled Districts, uaually called the
thirteen Counties, the districts at that time under the Orders in Council, ealled the
Intermediate Districts, and the reserves made under the fourteen years' leases for the
purpose of sale. In the Old Bettled Distriots, from their being very much better supplied
with water, arising from their being more mountainous than the fourteen years' lease
country, there was but little ocoasion for the reservation of lands for water supply,
and, to a certain extent, the same was the case with regard to the Intermediate Distriets ;
because, taking Maneroo for ome, Liverpool Plains,—that is, that portion of Liverpool
Plains included in the Intermediate Distrigts,—and indeed throughont the whole Inter-
mediate Distriets, there was not that great necessity for the protection of water supply, from
its abundanece, that there would be on the lands under fonrtesn years' leases. Not so with
regard to the reserves from the fourteen years’ leases. In some of those reserves—for
example, the great Murray River Reserve—the country was of the same character as the
country held under the Orders in Council as Unsettled Districts under fourteen years' leazes,
That Murray River Reserve was pretty much of the same charscter as the country in thesa
Unsettled Districts. We got on as well as we could, and had to make & great many reserves ;
some of them we could not get out until 1862, and some few until 1863, At that time,
fortunately for the service, we had 2 gentleman who had an extraordinary knowledge of the
interior of the country; although he had not been much in the interior, he had an
extraordinary knowledge of the requirements of the different places, and of the water supply
* of the country ; I mean the late Mr. M‘Lean, the Burveyor General ; and, with his knowledge,

and whatever sssistanee we could obtain, we made such reservations as we thooght necessary
for the benefit of the public. Whether it was in 1862 or in 1863, or even whether it was
in 1861, I am not quite sare, we dealt with the Murray River Reserve case; and thers the
principle was laid down, I think for the first time, that we should reserve ome mile
in four, or ¢ne mile in five, from sale, for the purpose of water supply, Now, as there has
been some doubt cast upon this matter, and as the gentlemen now holding the offices of
Surveyor General and Deputy Surveyor Genersl were not then in office, I would desire to
call attention to the cases of Mr. (¥Shanassy, of the Moire Run, Captain Goldsborough, and
several other squatters, upon whose representations reserves were made at so early a peried
28 I have spoken of, for the purpose of protecting from sale the lands necessary for water
supply of the country they ocoupied. I]]J:Iave said that our first mode of dealing with thia
matter was by means of the great knowledge of the country possessed by the late Mr.
MrLean, then Surveyor General ; and this was supplemented, on applications being made, by
gentlemen interested in the country. Their applications weré considered, not, as has been
alleged, that they were allowed to make their own reserves—nothing of the kind—but infor-
mation laid before the department, through the means of these gentlemen, was used with the
general knowledge of the department, and by the rule of not allowing any one block more
than ove mile in four. With this rule this watter was determined, and not in any way, as
has been alleged, selecting the best of the lsnd for the purpozs, for the best of the land as
such wounld be of no avail for the water enpply., It would be that portion of the land the
reservation of which would best secure that the back country should be kept available—the
retention in the bands of the Government of the approach to the water was what was sought.
That is the early history of the matter. Previously to my going out of office, when I was
encceeded by Mr. Wilson for the first time, 1 called the attention of Mr. Adams (a gentleman
who has bad much experience in the field, and a very intelligent officer) to the desirability of
wmaking every preparation for the necessary reserves for the lands that would fall open to free
selection at the end of 1865, and a memorandum was prepared for the purpose of calling the
attention of surveyors to the necessity of this duty. I have not heard that that was seted
upon until (I think) August, 1864, during the pericd of office of Mr. Wilson, when s

240K letter
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J. B‘E’ilmlm. letter pretty much in the language of my minute—I think it wus in the language of

e,

my minute or my memo.-—was issued by the department to the surveyors, telling them
to make prafparat.[nm, &:. This went on, T presume, during the time of Mr. Wilson's

18 Mar., 1866. gooppancy of office; however, when [ returned to office again, I inquired verbally ocea-

sionally of Mr. Adams how the thing was going on, whether we were getting information.
He shewed me the letter issued during the period of Mr. Wilson ; and I think about August,
1864—it has been said in September, but I am mnot clesr whether it was in August or
September—finding that these papers were not coming in at all to my satisfaction—that is,
it seemed to me we should be behind by the end of the year—and finding that we were,
day after day, having gentlemen interested in pastoral business, making applications and
waiting upon the Surveyor General, the Deputy Surveyor General, and myself, about the
reserves on their runs, ﬁhnught, in fairnesa to all parties concerned, it would save & great
deal of the public time, if a minute were prepared determining the mode under which, in
the emergencies, the Government would permit recommendations to be sent in.  For these
reasons—again I say, not that these people might make their own reserves—no such thing—
but that they might make applications that the matter should be examined by the officers
of the Government, and that under the memo., the instructions which have been frequently
called my instructions of September last, 1865, and that is what T will call them for
convenience, though I think they were prepared in August ; that we might have this
paper, called my instructions of Beptember, 1865, ready to hand to any one who ealled, w0
as to save trouble and time, and so that every one should have the same amount of informa-
tion, the documents were printed in great numbers. This has been called a secret eirenlar;
it was prepared by the Deputy Surveyor General and myself, and perhaps the Chairman
will be good enough to hand it to me. (The Chairman handed a copy fo thewitness.) This I
say, was prepared by the Deputy Surveyor General and myself, and thousands of eopies of
it were printed, and were given to any one who liked to come for them ; and the Deputy
Surveyor Gencral was instructed by me, to give it to the daily Press of the city, and it dul
appeared there I believe. It has been said that copies were sent to favoured individuals ; {
remember bt of two that were sent, one to Mr. M*Cualloch, and one to Mr. ('Shanassy, aa
political men, who might be supposed to feel an interest in the matter, and from no
other consideration ; those were the only two that I am at the present time awore
of were ever sent to any one. The document was prepared merely for the convenience of
those who might choose to apply for it; and so far from their being seeret, there is this
clause in them—* The surveyors of each district will send in recommendations for water
“ peserves, in any cuses which may arise where the leaseholder may desive to purchaze an
# undus proportion of the water on a run, to the injury of the public estate.” Now this is
perfectly clesr—that these were to be sent to the surveyors. How were the surveyora to do
this, unless the Surveyor General or the Deputy Surveyor General sent this to the surveyors ?
So far as my ministerial duty of preparing this paper and handing it to the Deputy Sur-
veyor (General is concerned, I submit that was the instruetion,—that it should be sent to the
surveyors, and that every person who desired to have this paper eould have it. Well, it
will be seen by this paper, the mode in which I thought it would be best to deal with the
matter. Little change, indesd, was made from my original action with regard to the Murray
River Reserve, very little change indeed. Under this paper, provision iz made that where
there s no back water on a run—where & run relies alone for water supply on one channel—
one mile in four shall be reserved. Having had a great deal of bush experience myself,
and having consulted with others who have also had a great deal of bush experience, I came
to the conclusion that that wes not tos much—that it was a fair, a proper, and a judicious
amount of reservation for the purpose of water supply. Where there was back water ona
run, then this paper provides that one mile in five shall be reserved, and that back water
may be reserved to the extent of one square mile for every 4,000 acres of such back
country. Now, as I have said before, I came to the conclusion that thiz was a reasonable
amount of reservation—a proper amount of reservation ; not, as has beeo alleged, to reserva
all the back country, but to reserve one block of 640 acres for every 4,000 acres, in order
to secure water supply. Well, as I have said, I saw at that time, when I prepared this paper,
that it was like]jr]i should not be able to retain office, and T thought it was proper T should
leave my views clear and unmistakable, so that they might be well understood, as in other
matters, when my successor, Mr. Wilson, came into office, I did, and as I did when Mr.
Black suceeeded me.

610. After the issue of that memo. did you make any reserves before you left office? No,
I think not.

611. You are aware that, between that date snd the end of the year, a large number of
reserves were made !  Yes, :
612, Has your attention been drawn to the descriptions of these runs which were published
in the Fovernment Guzette in December ¥ Yes, it haa,

618, What is your opinion ss to the legality of these reserves? There are two branches to
this question of legality ; and although it might be more proper that these questions should
be eonsidered by a lawyer, I have some idea that I know about as much of these Land Acts
as any lawyer in the eountry, and I shall not be shy of giving my opinion of what the law
says and of what the law means. There are two braoches of this question of legality, and
1 will deal with them separately. By the 4th elanse of the Alienation Aet, it is provided
that the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Couveil, may make temporary reserva-
tions from sale for water supply or for other public purposes—water supply being specially
mentioned. By the Crown Lands Ocoupation Act, the Sth clause, it is provided that the
Governor may withdraw from any old run or run, any lands required for any public purpose
whatever, which of course will inelude water supply. 614
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614. By Mr. Lucas: These reserves scarcely apply to that, for the land is not withdrawn 3 Bobertaon,

from the squatter? 1 was just going to shew exactly that. T was going to shew the
difference between the two classes of reserves. I apprehend what the Chairman means is,

is it legal to reserve lands from sale and yet leave them in the lease of the squatter? 1 13 Mar, 1866,

find that it is. The Alienation Act says, by the 4th clause, that the Governor may
temporarily reserve from sale —

615. There can be no doubt of that? I hope Mr. Lueas will allow me to explain, for there
have heen such mis-statements put forth in the Parliament, and by the Press, that T think I
ghould be permitted to state this matter fully. Muoch odium bas been attempted to be cast
upon me in this matter. In the first place, it has been stated that the reservationz were
illegal ; and secondly, that they were irrevocable. Now, I purpose dealing fully with this
matter, for there has been a great lack of fair play with reference to it. T was going to
shew that a equatter holds his run under a certain tenure; and if the Government, during
the period of his holding that run, chooses to withdraw certain land from sale, that does
not interfere with his leaschold. That is what is done under the 4th clanse. If you want
to withdraw land from a squatter and leave it open to the general public, action must be
taken under the 5th clause of the Ocenpation Act. These reserves are made of lands that
were previously in the hands of pastoral lessecs. They are no more given to them than
they were before ; they are no more taken from them than they were before; but simply,
the Government refuses to sell certain portions, because of its belief that it ia undesirable to
sell these lands, considering them to be necessary to the utilization of the adjoining publie
estate. I take it, therefore, that it will be clear that the Government has a perfect right

to make these reservations under the 4th clavse of the Alienation Act, without necessarily

involving their withdrawal from lease under the Occupation Act. Bus wheresoever it shall
be shewn that any of these reserves, or any portions thereof, do require to be withdrawn from
lease and thrown open to the general public, then my mode of doing that would be to with-
draw them under the 5th clanse, and so proclaim them; and [ sabmit that it would be
piece of the grossest wantonness to withdraw these lands now reserved, under the 4th clause,
from lease, unless in regard to such of them as it can be shewn there is a necessity for so
withdrawing. But that it was contemplated that they should be so withdrawn, in whole or
in part, at some time, 28 necessily avose, must be perfectly plain from these sketches
published with, and in illustration of, the cirealar, and put in with it ; from which it
will ba seen that there are general publie watering-places, as well as watering-places for
a run, set out on it. It has been said that reserves made in this way are of no use
for the general publie. I submit that this is an error. IF these lands were mot reserved
from sale they might be sold, aud then, of eourse, at any future period, when the
public requirements needed them as public watering places, they could not be proclaimed
as public watering places as they now can be. The whole effect of these reservations
iz simply this—Llo prevent the sale to sany one whatever, of any of the land within these
reservations. They eannot be sold until the Government deal with them by revocation.
There can be no doubt, on the matter being examined into, if towns be necessary the
Government can revoke any one or all of them. In the course of three days the
whole thing can be revoked ; therefore, [ am ot a loss to know how the supposition can
have originated that the whole country is ruined because of these reservations. I could
revoke the whole of thess in a paragraph of ten lines, and pass them in three days. Now
there is another branch in the question of the legality of the matter, npon which I desire
to state my opinion. The 4th clavse provides that the proclamation of these reservationa
ghall be laid before Parlisment within one month of suel proclamation, provided the Pardia-
ment is in session. This was not done, and I think, therefore, secing that, as I believe, itis
an secepled axiom that every word in an Act of Parliament is supposed to speak and to
mean something, and as that provision was inserted in Committee 1 Porliament, I think,
with all respect for others who may differ from me, that these reserves are all invalid
now from non-compliance with that condition. That is my opinion with regard to that
matter. Now, having dooe with the questions of the legality, I would say why these
documents were not laid upon the Tuble of the House within the time. When I came into
office the last time, I found, on cursory ezamisation of the reservations that had been made,
that in numerous instances—very, very many instances—they were not made in accordance
with the instructions I had prepared. I immediately communicated with my colleague, Mr.
Cowper, and aseertained from him that he had given no other instructions than mine. I
then gave the matter some consideration, and came to the conelusion that my proper eourse
to deal with the matter wos to let them lapse, as they would lapse, by not laying them
before Parliament—to go carefully over the whole of them, eorrect those that were insuff-
ciently deseribed, reduce those that were too large, strike out those that were unnecessary,
and allow sach as were pecessary—then to proclaim a revoeation of all, sand reproclaim,
That T thought was the best way to deal with the matter, and in carrying it out, I issued a
meworandom to Mr. Fitzpatrick to the following effect :—¢T should like to have laid
“ before me, without delay, any complaints that may reach this office, or that of the
“ Burveyor General, oo the subject of any of the numerouws reservations recently made
* for water supply. It will be proper to examine, at as early a time as may he
“ practicable, the whole of them, and to rescind the reservation of such as may be found
" uonecessary, but no doubt the most pressing cases will be those against which complaints
* are made.” I issmed this becansze I was dissatizfied with the maoner in which the reserves
were made—why, I shall be able to shew presently. About this time a great number of
intended reservations were brought to me by Mr. Fitzpatrick, and I then told him they
must stand aside till we had time to examine them, that I was not satisfied with the way in
which they had been dope.

i
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616. Will you give any instances from the Government Gaszetfe of what you eonsider irregular
or improper reservations ! The instances are nuwerous, far too numerous to give you now,
but I will give you some samples of cases.

617. The ipstances you will give, will be those which you consider either at wvariance
with your instructions or mot in compliance with them? Just so. The first cases
to which I would direct the attention of the Committee are at page 2933, Nos. 208
and 210. These are guite contrary to the instrustions. No. ﬂﬂgis 5,760 acres, and iz
2L miles wide. Now in the iostruetions no reserves are to be more than 1 mile wide.
No. 210 has a frontage of 3 miles instead of 1. At page 2937, No. 171, there is this
deseription :—* Coradgerry Buo, on the Bogan River, commencing at the point of eonfluence
of a small tributary on the west side of and to the Cucubi Creek, about 2 miles
easterly of our station hut on this run"—now whosa station ¥ T think that shews care-
lessness. That was evidently from the hands of the squatter who applied for it; and if
it had been carcfully ezamined, it would have appeared as the station of Mr. Jomes,
or some other person, whose name would have been given. Who is to know whose station
“gur station™ i3? T know that there iz a great deal of diffieulty in earrying out thess
things, and that the officers are very zealous and very hard worked ; but still I think that,
if proper eare had been taken, these things could not have oscurred—so many of them. At
page 2938, No. 169, there is no mention of a marked tree at all ; it says,—* Commencing
on the right bank of the Bolubule River"; there is mo marked tree at all given, Page
2079, Nos. 294, 205, 206, 207, 208, 200, and 300—No. 204, « Barham Run, 640 acres,
Wakool River, 3 miles easterly of west boundary of run, 1 mile wide.” Now, how was any
man to find ghat? There is no marked tree. Every one of these is pretty much the same.
If the deseriptions of these reserves were made according to the instructions, any man of
ordinary intelligence oould easily nuderstand them. At pages 2081 and 2982 you will ses
deseriptions that I confess I can hardly understand; and if T do not readily understand
them, I do not think the general public will. All these reserves—122, 123, 124, 125, 126,
127, 128, 129, 1383, 154, 135, 186—are said to be bounded by reserves for water supply.
Now, I do not think there is anythiog in thiz paper to justify making one reserve for wuter
supply, bounded by another reserve for water supply; and I confesa I searcely understand
what it means. I will read ome of these:—" Extension northerly, county of Wakool,
“ Murray River, containing about 2 square miles; the Crown lands within the following
“ boundaries : commencing on the back boundary of the Murray River reserve from lease ;
“ and bounded thence on the west by the northerly prolongation of the western boundary
“ of reserve, No. 122, from sale until surveyed, &o., notified oo the Tth November, 1862,
“ bearing north to Barber's Creek ; on the north by Barber's Creek easterly; on the east
“ by the northerly prolongation of the eastern houndary of reserve No. 122 aforesaid, hearing
“ gonth to the back boundary of the Murray River Reserve aforesaid.” Now, I imagine
that this would mean to continue and lengthen the reserve from sale made on the Murray
River, and to extend it back to the interior country; but I think it ought to be said, if
that is meant.

G18. By Mr. Lucas: Do you toke the whole of these reserves lo be on one station? I
canmot tell.  Now, since Mr. Lueas has mentioned that, I would state the way [ should
have done with these—I should have mentioned the pame of each runm, because that iz a
great sssistance in determining the position of one of these reserves; for inastanes, * Bulu-
“ buls, commencing at a marked tree so many chains from the morthern end of
“ and extending,” and 82 on, and so on. If that were done there wonld be as much facility
in any purchaser of land discovering the land reserved, as there would be to a resident in
town in finding a house if the name of the strect and number were given himj for these
pleces—watering places likely to require reservation—are just as well known on every one
of these Tuns, to the people in the neighbourhood, as houses in Sydoey are known to people in
Sydney. The proper way to have done would have been to have mentioned the name of the
run, and the owner of the run, because it will be found that many places are called Oakey
Camp, Yellow Waterhole, Stony Waterhole, Rocky Point, and so on. These are good
deseriptions, if you give the name of the ron and the name of the owner; but they are no
deseriptions without, as places having such names are to be found on many runs.

619. I will direct your attention to No. 185, on the page you have just been reading, 2582 ;
how would it be possible to find that ¥ Just so; I have gone over only some of them, and
I say there are a great many of them faulty in that regard. T have no besitation in saying,
almost every one of the errors might have been corrected in the office in Sydney. I mufi
have corrected the whole of them in a few days.

620. By the Chairman : Who iz the officer whom you consider responsible for the ecorrect
deseription of these reservea? Up to the time of my action in the matter, I had left the whole
thiogin thehandsof Mr. Adams, believing that, for the purposeof these deseriptions,a surveyor's
mind was the best mind. In the case of the Willandra eutting, or Willandra Billabong
reserve, to which allusion hes been made, although that was referred to the Chief Com-
missioner for Crown Lands, a8 necessarily it would be, the lands being more immediately
under his control, still it was sent on by 2 mioute of his, which minute has been read here
in bis evidence, to the Deputy Surveyor General, a8 the proper officer to deal with it finally ;
and I eonfess I never contemplated that any proclamation for reservations would pass cut,
without passing through the hands of the Deputy Surveyor General, because he was the
officer with whom the instruetions were prepared—he was the officer with whom the matter
rested ; so far as my opinions were expressed, they were expressed through him, and I was sur-
prised when I found that some of these reserves had been passed without going through his
supervigion. I do vot in auy way say this in depreciation of Mr. Moriarty, the Chief Com-
mizsioner of Crown Laods, who is a most intelligent, zealous, and valuabie officer—in fact, a
geatleman
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gentleman ino every way suited to his position. These two minds should have been brought to J. Bobertson,

bear upon the matter, one being that of a professional man well understanding the mode of

making proper deseriptions of rups. I have a number more of instances to point out, for I have ~——"——
not yet mentioned the worst. I will not point out all, but merely shew the different classes, 13 Mar., 1866,

Take page 2083, Nos. 89, 100, and 101. Lsay these are most insufficiently deseribed. I will
read one :—* Hyandra, on Hyandra Cresk, at the Rocky Waterhole, about one mile below
 regarve, No. 68, from lease, of the Wellington Reserves, a square portion of 160 aeres, to
“ include the waterhole.” Net a word about a marked tree at all, and the instructions gay
ihat there is to be a marked tree, or at least that there are to be marks, Again,
“ Hyandra, on the Mungiogar Creek, about 14 mile above its. junction with the
“ Hyandra Creck, 160 acres, haviog a waterhole nearly permanent in the centre
Well, there may be plenty more waterholes; I do not koow whether there be or not, but if
there be, it is impossible to know which one is referred to, At page 2001, No. 818, ia
one I connot understand, and I thiok it will be very difficult for any one, even a surveyor,
to trace this, 1 have some little knowledge of these things, I mean a little practical know-
- ledge in the way of makiog rough sketches for my own information, from the many years I
have been in the Lands Department and in the bush, but I cannot make a rough plan so
as to follow this paper, and I think very few surveyors could. That is one I ohject to, on
the ground of the insufficiency of the deseription.

621, By Mr. Lucas: I would also draw your attention to its joining another reserve for
water? Yes. What object it was made for, 1 am sure I cannot say ; it is not in aceord-
ance with my instroctions, that T am quite sure.

622, Will you look at page 2080, No. 228 A, and 229, —could you by reading that deserip-
tion tell ws what the reserves were for? Yon could not by that, but you could by the
notice introducing the lists of deseriptions, which says it is for water supply.

623. Then you want no description, if you are to go by the deseription at the eommence-
ment ! Each reserve does not say what it is for; the introductory notice says * for the
preservation of water supply, or other public purposes.” I take it you do ot want in every
case fo put down “ for water supply,” becauss that is said in the Governor's proclamation,
at the head of the list.

624, Does it say anything in the proclamation of cattle camps? No; wherever a reserva
is made for a cattle camp as such, it is ineonsistently with these instruetions, and inconsistently
with the law. I may be permitted, as this class of cases bave been mentioned elsewhere, to
allude to this matter about cattle camps. I intimated in this instroction my desire that,
where water was reserved, it should be reserved where it would be of most advantage to the
run, and that it should be made 5o as to include the cattle camps or any other thing that might
be beneficial to the run, if possible, within the ares of the 1 mile square, but not to make a
reserve for a cattls comp—eertainly not. Dut supposing a waterhole to be on the east side of
a reserve, and on the east side of that reserve were a cattle camp of importance to the run,
the bulk of the reserves were to be taken on that side, to aveid, as much as possible, con-
fusion to the old leaseholder by the introduction of the new proprietor. At page 3016, No.
106, “ Camp Reserves on Baalpool Station,” I desire to point ot that this is pot im
aceordance with the instructions. It is called a “ Camp Reserve on Baalpool Station,”
while No. 107 is called “ Water Reserve” Now that would imply that one was for, and
the other mot for, a water reserve ; and it shews carelessness in the proparation of these
deseriptions, and is caleulated to mislead squatters by inducing them to apply for reserves
for cattle camps. It had no right to pass, and T faney it passed by some aceident, for Mr.
Adams =aid he never let such & one pass,

625. As you are on the sabject of cattle camps, T would draw your attention to 2961, the
front page of the Gooernment Gazette published 28th December, No. 288, —will you look
at that, and the fiftecn next reserves, and state what is your opinion of the extent of those
reserves ! 1 am of opinion that too moch land was reserved.

626. Do you see that there are fiftcen reserves for catile camps only, on that ran? I am of
opinion, and bave been from the firet, that far too wuch land bas been reserved for the
Morago Station, but T am aware there might be diffion)ties—

627, Iam not speaking of the gquantity reserved, but am speaking only about the cattle
camps—there are fifteen cattle camps of 640 acrea each—I want to know whether yon think
these reserves are in keeping with your instructions ? T think that many of these reserves
would be very desirable, but I do not think the whole of them are; and I do not think the
words “cattle camp” ought to appear, exeept as a means of describing where the water
TEEEIVES are,

628. You see nothing about water here? T presume there is water, for the Guzetle says,
“ the lands epecified io the Schedule appended hereto shall be reserved from sale until sur-
veyed, for the preservation of water supply or other publie purposes.”

629, There is no water supply put down in any one of these desoriptions ?* T have said that |

in my opinicn if, within the four corners of & piece of land that is reserved, there is water,
it eould mot be considered very hlameworthy to make the deseriptions in this way, but
nevortheless it would pot be consiztent with the inetructions.

630. I merely ask yon whether you think these are within your instructions? I think they
are nok.

631. By the Chairman : Provided there is water on them, and no water reserve, there is no
great al{]e:}tinn? Btill it would be going out of the instructions.

632. Do you know the extent of the Morago Run? It has been variously staled. Tt was
stated in the return laid befors Parliament at 82,000 acrez ; it was stated to me, T think by
Mr. Pretious, the Chief Clerk in the Crown Lands Commissioner’s Office, at 80,000 acres;
and I have since been told by Mr. Moriarty, I think, 120,000,

633,
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J. Robertson, §33, Do you know the mutf:\aid for that run? The rent has been various. The original

Eeq.

rent, paid up to 1858, was, I am pretty sure, £25 o year. In 1858 we passed the Inereased
Assessment of Runs Act, and that largely inereased the rent; but I am not quite sure of

18 Mar, 1866, the amount. The rent now paid is £225, under the Aet of 1861, fized by the present

appraised valuators.

634. By Mr. Lucas : Supposing the run contains 80,000 acres, do you not think 85,000
acres is too mueh land to reserve out of that? T see it has back water, and therefore, under
this instruction, there should be one sguare mile to every 4,000 acres watered by back
water, and that is all, for the frontage land should be one mile in five reserved.

£35. You think thers should be one mile in five of the river frontage; bow far would you
have that reserve thrown back ?  The way I purposed doing was to have thrown it back so
as to run throngh to, and including one of, the back waterholes.

656, Right to the back of the run? Yes,

637. What would be your object in making that reserve?  The object would be to prevent
access to the water supply being deffated by people purchasing the land, and thus inter-
cepting the passage of stock to water,

6383, 1§rnm the back rups? Yes, from the run itself, not only from the back roos.

$30. Was it not the intention, when thess through reserves were proposed, to give persons
who were in possession of buek runs aceess to water 7 Not alone; it was intended to give
access not principally to runs at the back but to the whole of the publie property, including
the run through which it passed.

640, Was it for the purpose of giving access to the holders of back runs? Certainly not
alone ; that would be a portion of the purpese. The object of making these reserves would
be to enable the approach to water, as well from the whole run for which reservation was
made as for the back runs, whenever those back runs required it.

f41. OF what use can these reserves be to the back runs, when the privileges of the cceupiers
of the front are not interfered with—would not the holders of these back runs be trespassers
by coming on to these reserves? I will shew what advantage it would by to the holders of
these back runs. Were it not for this temporary rescrvation, the land might be sold—
some purchaser might take it, and then it would not be in the power of the Government
under the 5th clause to proclaim a public watering-place and withdraw the land, or a
portion of the land, from leass, as a water way for the benefit of the back run. If the
Government did not first take the step of preventing the sale to any ome whatever, they
could mot make it when it became desirable to make s water reservation for the general
publie, and for the beneficial oecupation of back rums. You can see, from the sketch in
illustration of the circular, what we were doing. Provision is there made for two classes of
reservations; the one to be open to the general public, and the other for the beneficialoceu-
pation of the public estates, let to and held by the squatters. If any squatter were to refase
to allow another squatter to pass through one of these lands now temporarily withheld from
gale, it would be then the duty of the Government to consider whether it would be right ta
withdraw sufficient land for a passage to waier from that reservation, and to do so under the
Gth elause of the Crown Lands Oeccupation Act, and make it open to the other squatters.
642. Or open to the public 7 Or open to the public. Now, if you turn to pages 3016 and
3017, Nos. 407, 408, 409, 411, 412, and any number more, this is the kind of deseription
we have. No. 407 says, 1 mile frontage to the said creek, commencing from the west
boundary of the pre-emptive section of 320 acres already applied for purchase by me.” Whe
is *“ me” ? 408 says, * the pre-emptive section which I have applied for”; 409 says, © site
of & proposed dam I am about to construet ;7 411, « where my upper or eastern boundary
line erosses;” again, * bounded upon the east by my Butherwa boundary line;” 412, # the
creek about 31 miles above my homestead.” Now, the only mame to these documents is
Charles Cowper ; I do not suppose it means Charles Cowper's homestead, &e., &e., &e. I
contend that thiz paper has mot been prepared with the care and attention that cught to
have been devoted to it. )
643. By the Chatrman: Who would you have looked to for the proper performance of this
daty had you been the Minister? Whoever passed them. If they went before Mr. Adams,
I should say Mr. Adsms was to blame; if they did not go before Mr. Adams, I would say
they ought to have gone before hiwm.

f44. They came to me through the Under Seeretary, and he iave me his assurance that tha
law and instructions had been complied with, as I suppose had been stated to him by the
officer who gave them to bim;—must he not have been misled ?  The Under Secretary could
not have examined all these; it was impossible for bim, with his multitudinous duties, to
examine into all these details, especially as there was so strong a desire to carry them out at
omce. In modification of what I have ssid about its not being bis daty, because if he saw
any thing wrong, it would be his duty to examine into it, and to point out to the Minister
the error, if error appeared to him.

645. It has been stated to the Committee that instructions were given by you direct to Mr.
Adams? BSo they were, in the same way that Mr. Adams stat he received instructions
from Mr. Wilson about the letter of August, 1865, to save time, and to avoid unnecessary
red-tapeism,

#46. When you say August, 1865, you mean December, 1864, and August, 1865, both 7 Yes,
1 think so. I do Dot know that there is so much blame to these officers; they were in a
hurry, and it is quite possible that some of these might get in, as has been stated with
reference to some reserve on some run of Mr. Forlonge's, near Molong, which it has been
most kindly suggested must have been done by me; but it was done months after I went
ont of office. T think scarcely fair play has been given to the late Colonial Secretary {(Mr.

Cowper) or myself in this matter, or to the officers of the Lands Department. Why has not
this
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this paper been traced—what has become of it? Tt is perfeotly idle to say they cannot J. Robertson,

find under whose instractions that reserve on Mr. Forlonge’s run was made. Surely the

Government Printer must ba able to say how it came to appear in the Gazefte; whether the ~——t—=
manuseript is in his office, or whether it was returned to the Lands Department. Having 18 Mar,, 1866,

found the manuseript, the elerk who wrobe it could be found ; and having found the clerk,
he could be asked, * Who told you to write this?”  And having found out who told him,
it eould be traced by whom he was directed. Surely this could be traced, and when the
manugeript is found, I will undertake to say it will be discovered that these aspersioms
which have been cast upon us are utterly false in every particular.
647. By Mr. Lucas : They do not keep manuseripts in the printing office? Then they go
back to the office whenee they are sent, and arve put among the papers. No one in the office
will dare to say that the paper—I mean the manuseript from which the notice was put in
type—cannot be fonnd, Mr. Wilson never denied that this paper can be found ; and if it
can be found, why is it not—what is the object of concealment ¥
648. By the Chadrman : Bpeaking of this particular run, is it your opinion that that reserve
interferes with the free selection now made 7 T should think it would.
649, By Mr. Lucas : When was this made? On the 220d December, I think. T would
now diréct the attention of the Committee to page 3017, Nos. 422, 428, 424, 425, and 426—
no marks at all; and as for this 420, ic is 9 miles from * any station.” How you are going
to find that place I do oot know. It has been suggested that it means * my ™ station. How
that would improve the matter T do not know;  my station "—whose station 7 Page 3020,
Nos. 11, 12,13, 14, 15, and 16—No. 11, * Mitown : commencing at a blazed tree, at s point
“ on the Daﬂin% Biver known as Mitown, and bounded on the north by aline running east £ a
“ mile, thence  a mile south to 2 point called Mooruleo.” That will enclose nothing, it has
only two linés. * Yarrara: commencing at the south-west corner of Phelp's homestead pre-
" emptive purchase; and bounded on the north by the south boundary of that land and its
“ gasterly prolongation to the back of the run, — mile wide southerly.” That will give noidea
of where the land is,  Page 3022, No. 307, ** Deniliguin Run, at Tyson's large reservoir, about
B miles north-easterly from the town of Deniliquin, 6,000 acres. The Crown lands within
i the following boundaries: bounded on the east by a line north 245 chains,” and so on.
That is 6,000 acres. Now I will refer to Yanko Run, to page 2903, and to Billabong Creek,
page 2804, All these are very large reservations, and, I understand, were made in con-
sideration of artificial waterworks; but T think, that that being the ease, it would have been
very much better to have put that class of cases under a separate proclamation, as we did
the Willandra case. These large veserves are not ordinary ones under thess instroctions—
indeed they are not made, and do not purport to have been made, under them ; they should
be distingnished, because as they are now published, they give an opportunity of cawil at
their being made at all, which thiz would not so readily admit if the pecoliarities of the
cases bad been made apparent. These stand upon a different hasis, and presently I will
shew why these reserves that T have now spoken of—and I assume this ome of Mr. Tyson's is
for the same parpose, for artificial water—shonld be dealt with in & separate proclamation.
No doubt, at & reservation of 280 miles on the Yanko Creek, the publie would be
alarmed
G50. No doubt it is alarming under any circumstances ? I think even Mr. Lucas will reserve
his judgment until he has heard the case. Tt is not usual to condemn a man’s actions
without hearing him. 1 am guite willing to stand or fall by the propriety of the eourse I
have taken. I do not change my opinions with regard to matters of this kind with the wind.
1 would now turn back to Nos. 257,208, 209, 300, and 301. These are clearly insufficiently
deseribed. .
651. You were speaking of Mr. Tyson’s large reserves; will you look at the two reserves next
to that? 5% square miles™ It is only a mile wide, and that might be properly 5 miles
long to ¢pable the back country to be approached. I look now at 295—this is only
4 of a mile wide, and I do not think it is too wide. It iz a matter of small moment how
far buck, so that the frontage is limited, for no one is likely to purchase land far back unless
for the purpose of intercepting this water approach.
52, Not unless the land is good 7 Tt is not likely that land in that far country, at a
distance from water, is very good. If it iz found to be of such a class 23 to make it to the
public advantage that it shonld be sold, the Government ean revoke the reservation. With
regard to the Willandra Billabong Reserve, which has been taken as a precedent for the
case of Yanko, and the two or three other large reserves made in consideration of large
expenditure for artificial water supply, I think there are altogether some four or five reserves
made in consideration of that large expenditure of money. Well, it is & case parallel with
the ¥anko in every regard cxccgﬁn one,—the Yanko has water there, and had water at
the time of its reservation, and has had water there for some time, created no doubt by the
expenditure of a very large sum of money—thousands of pounds. We have it on the
written statement of Mr. Cairn, Government Valdator, that some £20,000 have been spent by
the proprietors of the Yanko in providing this artificial water. I say that this reservation
is one of precisely the same kind as that of Willandra Billabong, excepting that there was
no water on the Willandra Billaboog at the time of its reservation, and there was water at
the Yanko at the time of its reservation. Now, with regard to Willandra Billabong, this
reserve is 100 miles long, a mile on each side of the watercourse. This, it has been
alleged, is & reserve of 200 miles on the run of Mr. Forlonge. Thatis false. Itrunsthrough
many runs, 3 great many runs, a great maoy back blocks of country taken up by different
persons; and these persons, the whole of them, ezcepting one I think, were desirous of
making a cutting for the purpose of supplying that back country, them without water, and
now without water, I am assured ; and it 1s not therefore likely that land ranging up to s
hundred miles from water will be taken up by small farmers. These great arid plains were
then

12D
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J. Eg'berl!ﬂfﬂw then without water, are now without water, and the leaseholders of this back ecountry

0.

e,
123 Mar., 1886,

applied to be permitted to make a eut for the parpose of watering their back country,
alleging that one of these gentlemen wus refusing to allow this to be done through his por-
tion of the land. Well, it scemed to me that, as the law gave the Government the power to
reserve for water supply, it was the right course to make a proclamation which would have
the effect of intimating to that gentleman that the Government would not permit his
preventing the continunance of those works. The works are now, I believe, progressing
speedily. The cut is even some eleven or twelve miles long, and will bave to be carried in
places almost the entire length of 100 miles; it will, I am assured, cost £30,000, it will make
available all this back country which would not be available at all unless thia were done,
and this is done without any injury to any one. For, lest injury might be done to people
lower down the river, by the undue drawing off of water reserves for their supply, I applied
first to Mr. Adaws, the Deputy Surveyor General, to know whether be eould 8o arrange it as
to make it fall in with his publie duties, to go there himself and sce whether there would be
any harm done to the holders lower down or to the public by letting the water off He
said he eould not go himself, bus that he had a first rate officer there, Mr. Dewhurst. I
said, * Has be a head on his shoulders, has he brains enough for the duty?” He said he
was a very high class man suitable for the work. He was directed to report, and he reported
that the cutting would go some fifteon or sizteen miles through a blue clay ; that by cutting
to & certain depth it would give ample means of water supply to the people in the back
country ; and that by eutting to that depth, aud that depth only, it would not interfere with
the people below ; and that the soil was not likely to cut away because it was blue clay, and
becanse the cutting was level or nearly so.  This reserve was made, with a memorandum on
it that it was withheld from sale until Parliament should have an opportunity of determining
by a Bill T had then prepared, and intended to bave brought in, what should be dome
with regard to this artifieial water question. It may be said, why not leave it open in the
meantime? The reason would be that it would prevent Parliament having an opportunity
of dealing with it. The only way to leave the matter in the hands of Parliament, without
having any outside difficulty arising, was to reserve a steip of this land from sale altogether—
that was done, and will be shewn in the papers. There was some considerable action about
it, and it ended by a deputation of gentlemen interested in the matter waiting upon me
653. Do you remember their names !  Mr. Desailly and Mr. -]:‘ur]oug&tthv represented
a number of people—I forget their names now—1L do not know precisely how I should have
acted with regard to Yanko Reserve, it having water upon it; but in my opinion, the course
pursued of withholding it from sale was thoroughly unobjectionable, until the Parliament
had an opportunity of dealing with the question as to what should be done, or whether any-
thing should be done in consideration of this artificial water, for it was elear the land law
had not contemplated and had not purported to deal with the requirements of large works of
this kind.

654. Did the land law contemplate these large reserves? T was going on to say that T had
a Bill at that time before Parliament or in course of preparation, for the purpose of
dealing with thiz; and the land law did give us the power of withholding the land from sale,
and we did withheld it from sale, till Parliament had the opportunity of saying what should
be done with the Bill I have alluded to.

655. In any place where two or three or four squatters may think proper to make & dam or
to make a eutting, do you think they should have large reserves of one mile on each side for
a hundred miles? In any such case as that, where a cutting went & hundred miles through a
country without water.

G56. Did that eutting go a hundred miles? T presume it did.

657. Is it not a eutting which goes only for a short distance, in comparison with the whole
length of the watercourse—a cutting which leads the water from a river to a dry ecreek?
A cutting which cost £80,000 would not be a cutting that went only a short distanocs.

658, From whom did you get the information that it cost £30,0007 From the gentlemen
who applied for it.

659. From the gentlemen who applied for it—DMr. Forlonge and Mr, Desailly 7 T am not
sure whether their names were on the paper—you will see on the paper,

660. By the Chaoirman: You thick it a wise policy to encourage the expenditure of money
upon runs, for the obtainment of water supply, by making reserves? Where pature has
supplied mo water, and where by sinkiog you cannot get water, and where there ia no
possibility of farmers ever going, ft.hink it a wizse policy for the Government havipg the
guwer to withhold this matter from being dealt with.

1. By Mr. Lucas : You bave hardly answored the question T put to you—suppose it to

require a cutting of ten miles in length to lead the water from a river into a dry ereck,
down the whole length of which, of course, the water will flow when the cutting has been
made, do you think the whole length of that watercourse should be reserved, or only the
length of the eutting ! T am of opinion that it would be the duty of the Land Minister, in
such o case, to withdraw the land from sale, leaving Parliament to deal with the question,
and to prepare a Bill for the purpose, and that is what we did. These few casea were novel
ones, and involved a great gquestion; and I thooght it was the duty of the Minister, and of
the Government, to see that the Parlisment had the opportunity of desling with the matter
as it should think fit.
662, You decidedly think you were doing your duty by reserving the whole of the frontage?
Unquestionably I think so, in such a case as the one we are speaking of. There might be a
case where it would not be my duty to do so. There might be some country where you
might get water by digging wells fiftcen or twenty feet deep, where the land might be
puitable for settlement. In such a case, of course it would not be my duoty. 663
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663. And you know water could not be got upon this? I submit that I did my duty J. Bobertsen,

(seeing that I prepared a Bill for dealing with this great question) by withdrawing this
land from sale tiil the Parliament determined it

664. Will you now answer my question—how do you know that water conld not have heen 18 Mar., 1866,

got for these back runs by sioking? 1 was assured by Mr. Adams, who was well acquainted
with that part of the eountry, that there was no hope of anything of the kind.
665. By the Chairman : Are you aware that there were refusals in some cases? I am not
aware ; that was the only case where application was made to me, if T remember rightly.
666, By Mr. Lueas: You have also spoken of a large expenditure on the Yanke Creek :
how did you get that information ? T learned it from Mr. Cairn, the Government appraiser
for that run; he is in town now, and I would pecommend the Committes to take his
evidence.
667. OFf course you do not know how he arrived at that? He will explain that, for he is
thoroughly acquainted with the case; be said £20,000 had been expended.
668, You have said that one persen endesvoured to prevent this cut from being made? Ves,
669. Did the Government write to him for his objections? I do not remewmber; but the
step taken was the sending of Mr., Dewhurst to examine it.
670. You do not remember whether the Government consulted this gentleman in the matter
atall ? I do oot
671, You did not think it necessary he should be consulted ! No; it was the mere with-
drawal of land from sale, and therefore I did pot think it was of any consequence. If this
man were injured, he eould briog his action against those who injured him. It was not
withdrawn from leass,
672, By Dr. Lang : Was there anything to prevent the declaration of the reserves conceded
by Government, at an earlier period than they were declared in the Gasetfe, so that the
public should not have been taken by surprise, either by the number or at the extent of the
reserves ! There was great difficulty felt, both by myself during the time I was in office,
and by Mr. Wilson during the time he wag in office.  Tostructions were issumed I think in
1864, therefore there was no delay on the part of the Government. 2o far as the ministerial
instructions went, they were sent out in ample time. A large number of these reserves wers
reported upon by officers, but it was becaunse of the approach of the time when it would be
too late to reserve them before the end of the year that I issued that minute colled my
minute of September last, 50 as to cnable Government to have the assistance of those
who were interesied in the runs, to point ont the land which it was desirable to reserve—or
rather, to point out the water that it was desirable to reserve.  You will see that that was
three months before the end of the year, when the land would become open; and that in
every way that the Government could do so, the matter was pushed on, I do oot think
that anything more could well bave been done. T have no doubt that the statement of some
of the officers here is correct,—that they would not have recommended the proclamation of
s0 many reserves, if they had not knowa the power of Government to revoke them at onee.
673, Was the acenmulation of the notices of reserves towards the close of the period at
whieh they were lawful, owing to the indifference of the persons interested, or their delaying
till the last moment 7 The fact is, that there was a very heavy press of business ot the
Lands Office.  We had jost been valuing large portions of runa; we had had much to do
with regard to free selection. These and other matters so fully oceupied the time of the
officers, that those thinga only which were most urgent were done first, and as if these were
early in November or December, there was no object in publishing them soomer. The
public have been told that these reserves were irrevocable—that they were better than
freehold—thatl all the agricultural land was reserved, that there was no lund open.  The only
bit of agricultural land I Lave heard of being reserved is this land at Molong, and I should
like to have it searched out under whose instroctions this land was reserved. It is a question
of water, and not of withdrawing agrienltural land ; and I wndertake to soy that these
allegations which are made are perfectly mistaken, that the officers of the department are
sbove doing anything of the kind imputed, and that no such improprieties could be earried
out with their cognizance.
G74. By Mr. Lucas: Ia it not the fact that these reserves have been made at the instanece
of squatters, by their sending in descriptions of certain reserves, and the officers of the
department having nothing whatever to do with them? Tt is not the fact—nquite the reverse
of the fact. T beard Mr. Moriarty himself say that he refused to send im 600 of them.
The squatters were invited to make sugpestions, and these were sent to the Chief Crown
Land Commissioners, and thenee to the Deputy Surveyor General. The allegation that these
men mede their own reserves is utterly false, and is put forward for political purposes, to
wisrepresent what was dome. It is perfectly false ; applieations came from the squatters,
and were, or ought to bave been, first dealt with by Mr. Moriarty, and afterwards by
Mr. Adams,
675. Let us have this point elear. Do you mesn to say that aoy officer in the Survey
Department, visited any of these stations, and gave a deseription of these reserves 7 I canuot
tell you what proportion, but hundreds of them, I have understood them to say, came in by
report from the officers, I cannot say bhow many; you should ask that from ome of the
offiecra.
676. You attempt to contradict the evidence of the officers for
elearly, I do not * attempt” anything,
77. These reserves are only reserved from sale until they can be visited by an officer from
the department and surveyed ; so that the whole, with very few exceptions, have not been
visited by an officer at all, but have been made upon the applications of squatters ? That is
your evidence, and not mine ; T do not say anything of the kind.

240-—F ' 678,

! What I say I state
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J. Robertson, 678. It is not my evidence ? 1 hear you putting a statement of your impression of what

Esq.

Tt

13 Mar., 1366,

J. Robertaon,
Eaqg.

b
14 Mar., 1566,

the officers said, but it is not my impression of what they said in this matter. These
applications wera sent from the Government to the Chief Crown Lands Commissioner, and
thence to the Deputy Surveyor General, to be dealt with —

679, Sent by whom? T will tell you how that was, I presume the applications which
“were sent in were sometimes to the Secretary for Lands, sometimes to ‘the Under Secretary,
sometimes to the Chief Commizsioner of Crown Lards, sometimes to the Surveyor General—
to whomsoever they were seut, every one of these would go for practieal use primarily to the
Ohief Commissioner of Crown Lands; and they would go to him for this reason—hecause he
is the only officer who has knowledge of the area of the runs, and therefore the instructions
eould not have been obeyed in any regard, unless these applications were sent to the Chief
Commissioner. He would have to take the area of the run, and see whether the application
were in accordance with it, in the proportion authorized by this minute. Thenes it wounld
come to the Deputy Surveyor General.

GB0. By the Chatrman : Would you have considered it your duty, had you been Minister
at the time, to have examined thess descriptions? I do not eonsider it to be a political
Minister's duty to do so, but I shonld have done so, and sent them back.

681. Would you have gone through the whole 1,600 7 ¥es, I should ; I do not consider it
the Minister's duty, but I did many things in the way of work not fairly the duty of a
Minister,

WEDNESDAY, 14 MARUH, 18606,

JPresent :—
Me. CUNNEEN, | Mr. FORETER,
Mer. WHITE.

CHARLES COWPER, Esq., v THE CHAIR.

Jobhn Robertson, Esq., called in and further examined :—

682. By the Chairman: Allusion has been made, during the examination of yourself and
other witnesses, to instructions issued by Mr. Wilson, when he succeeded you as Secretary for
Lands, those instructions baving reference to these reserves: have you read those in-
structiona ! I have.
683, Will yon state to the Committee what, in yoor opinion, is the difference hetween the
instructions isseed by yon and those izswed by your successor? I observe by these in-
structions of Mr. Wilson, that no reserve is to be made unless it has been previously reported
upon by & Commissioner—I presume it mesns a Crown Lands Commissioner—or recom-
mended by a distriet surveyor. Now that is not precisely in accordance with my in-
structions, and T will tell you wherein it is not so. My instroctions, in the first instance,
required that the surveyors should report. A district surveyor and a surveyor, or even a
staff surveyor, are very different persons. There are only a very few district surveyors in
the whole Colony, and if we wait for these few distriet surveyors to examine all these
reserves, then certainly they will never be made. Then with regard to the Commissioners
of the distrigts—there are only a very fow of them; and thus if the whole matter is to await
the reports of these two sets of officers, it will be simply impracticeble to carry out the
necessary reservations for the protection of the publie estate.
684. You mean that before these distriet surveyors and Commissioners ean make personal
inspection and report, the free selectors will have taken up all the lands on which the
reservations should operate 7 Yes, they will have time to do so.  If there is any object in
making these reserves it should be done speedily. I was going to point ont the difference
between these and my instructions. In the first place, mioe referred the matter fo the
surveyors—to the whole staff, which consistz of a very great nmumber of men, and th
would include even the licensed surveyors, who are a very numercus bedy, if asuthorized in
thut behalf by the Surveyor Geweral or Deputy Surveyor General. [ think we both
desired the same object,—to refer the matter to the surveyora; but Mr. Wilson (I apprebend
inadvertently) limited it to the district surveyors, who, if you refer to the Estimates, you
will find are very few indeed. It would be simply impracticable for these officers to deal with
the matter. Under the instructions that have been called the instructions of SBeptember—my
instructions—the chief officers of the departments were anthorized to recommend reserves,
irrespective of the surveyors or the Commissioners of Crown Lands; and the reason why they
were s0 anthorized was, because that made it practicable to get the reserves made in time, to
prevent any injury that might arise to the public property by the sale of land that ought not
to be sold. If at that time, in September, L had insisted on having all these reserves referred
to an officer of this kind, it would have been simply saying, in effect, that we did vot intend to
do it at all ; and therefore it was that, in my iostructions of September, I put a limit as to the
quantity of land; that was one mile in four where there was no back water, one mile in five
where there was back water, and one square mile for every 4,000 acres of back land. This, [
think, was such & moderats amount of reservation, that there could be no possibility of harm
arising from it; and thus the whole matter conld be dealt with in the office, and in a practicable
way. I have no doubt if that bad been done, there would have been no difficnlty ; so much
for the difference between my instructions aod the first paragraph of Mr, Wilson's, I will
now refer to the next, which runs as follows :—" The Government will hold the Commis-
sioner
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sioner responsible for the necessity and extent of the reservationz recommended by him."” J. Roberison,

Well, of eourse the Government hold their officers responsible for all these recommendations ;
it is unmecessary to say that, because of course it is so, but unfortunately the responsible
Minister gets all the blame if they make any mistake ; there is no differcnee in that. M.
Wilson's next instruction is :—* Reserves are not to be made for the purpose of securing to
‘* the lessees of Crown Lunds the possession of particular runs, or portions of runs, but either
“ for the preservation of water supply, if necessary, or for some other public purposs, to he
“ gpeeified in the report ; and in no ease is the rescrve to exceed what is bond fide necessary
“ for the purpose in question.” Now so fur as that is intelligible to me, that is quite in
accordance with the poliey intended to be followed by my instruetions of September; for
unquestionably the object of the reservations made under that instruction was for the pro-
tection of the public interest, and not for the protection of the private interest of any person
whatsoever. It iz not very intelligibly put here, but I assume that is what it means, This
paper, most likely, was oot written by any officer of the department, but was founded on a
Cabinet Minute written by some gentleman who did not know very much about it. Then as
to No. 3 of Mr. Wilson's instruetions :—*“Tn those localities where the runs are entirely
“ dependent on the river frontage for & permancnt supply of water, the reserves must mot
“ exeeed one mile in five of frontage, with a depth of five miles.” Well, it is all a matter
of opinion ; I thought that where the runs are entirely dependent for water upon the
river, one mile in four was mot a bit too much. I thought so, and I think so still;
it is only matter of opinion—it is not any very great difference; but I think if the Com-
mittes will examine a few gentlemen connected with the pastoral business, or gentlemen who
have retired from pastoral business, they will very likely be of opinion that my proposition
is better adapted to uphold the value of the public estate than the smaller quantity recom-
mended here. No. 4: “In those localities where there is an abundance of permanent water
“ distributed over the country, reserves for the preservation of water may not be required,
 but reserves may be necessary for sowe other public purpese. Tn cases such as this, a good
# deal must depend on the judgment and diseretion of the officer reporting.” There is no doubt
about that, but I do not see what there iz in it. No. 5: In many cases it may be of great
importance to reserve isolated springs and waterholes.! Well, that iz precisely what we did ;
we did provide that 640 acres out of every 4,000 acres of back land might be reserved for water
supply. The only difference between this instruction and mine is, that there is no limit here
whatsoever. Every one of the springs and waterholes might be reserved under thie, and thus
there conld be no sale of back land at all.  There is a limitation, under my mioute, of one
square mile for every 4,000 aeres: here there iz no limitation at all, but the same thing 1
bave no doubt was intended. T have no doubt they would have limited it, but the instruotions
are not so specific as mine. No. G: “ Each run reported on must be personally examined by
# the Commissioner, and each reserve distinetly marked and described by him. That class
‘" of reserves alluded to in paragraph No. 3, marking the river frontage will suffice”  Well,
I have no hesitation in saying that, in my opinion, this cannot be dose—will not be done for
yeurs, if the Commissioners go round every run; and when it is done it will be very badly
done.  While they are doing that, how are they to do their more proper duties I am at a loss
to understand. T may be permitted here to call attention to two letters issued by Mr. Wilson
in 1864, in which he desives that this duty shall be done by the sarveyors; he now seems
to bave abandomed that idea, and hands the matter over to the Commissioners. Now tha
work so far done by the surveyors will only be lost if this is to be done again by the Com-
missioners, The Commissioners’ reports will come in, and they will elash, vo doubt, with
the surveyors’, and between the two I do not think very much will be gained. My idea was
that the surveyors should do it; they are more vumerous, and better able to deal with it.
Mr. Wilson's idea was the same in 1864, but now be appears to have changed his opinion.
T do not zay the Commissioners might not be suitable people for the purpose—some of them
may be—but I do say vou will lose all the work dome for the last eighteen months by the
sarveyors.  No. 7: % The Commissioners are instructed to devote their immediats attention
“ to this matter, and forward their reports to the Chief Commissioner as soon as possible,
 engaging in no other business, unless specially ordered, until the work is completed.”  Well,
as I have said before, this knocks them off their usoal business—the business on which they
are required, and it nullifies all the work already done. Now I do not believe that iz
beneficial ; it is only matter of opinion ; after all, the principle is the same. The differenee
in principle is this, as it scems to me : By this minute the present Government hold that it
is right to make these reserves, but they differ with regard to the fronlage of the reserves,
they thinking it should be one mile in five, we thinking it should be one mile in four. Then
we differ with regard to the back water, they leaving it entirely unlimited how much shall
be reserved, and we limiting it to one mile in every 4,000 'acres. The other difference is
what I have said; and the instruction is oue which, I fear, any gentleman of practical
experience in the bush will say is utterly impracticable to earry out.

G85. Did you intend that the applications, before being determined on by you, should have
been inspected by the Distriet Commissioners or surveyors? Certainly not. Finding in
Angust last that the deseriptions were net coming in fast enough, and that there was a
prospect of damage being dons to the public estate, by water being sold that ought not to be
sold, I (in Beptember, it is said, though I think it wes in August) wrote that minute or
memorandom which has been handed iw, in order to shew how it might be done without
such delay a5 to render its being done at all utterly impossible.

686. Is it your opinion that if these applications had been carvefully dealt with, and the
descriptions properly checked in the office of the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands or of
the Surveyor Genersl, no eonfusion would have arisen 7 There cannot be a doubt about it.
To shew how it might have been done, I will just put a ease to Mr. White, who is a gentle-
man of great experience in the bush, and the Committee will have the advantage of his
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opinion upon it. Suppose it is desired to make a reserve on a run ealled * Weetaliba.”
Well, I would begin thus: Weetaliba Station—leasebolder, Mr. James White ; reserve for
water supply, G40 acres (or as the case may be): commencing at a marked trec, a quarter of
a mile east of the enstern end of the yellow waterhole—then tracing your lines north, south,
and west. Sappose o free selector came and wanted to select on that run, he could go and
find that tree guite easily, and then he would only have to take the paper and lock at 1t, and
see exactly what land was reserved and what was not. I maintain that there is no absclute
aecasion for any public officer to go on these runs, in order to muke the necessery reserves;
give the name of the run, the name of the holder of the run, and the name of the water-
hole to be reserved, or the point in the river where the water i3 to be reserved, and the
number marked on a tree, and its position relatively ; and I undertake to say, any squatter
or free selector will understand it just as well as if you gave the street and number of a
house in George-strest. But in these descriptions in the Glazeltes, there is, in many cases,
no allosion to the rup, none to the lessee, snd no means of tracing the boundaries of the
reserve, a5 I shewed yesterday. I say, therefore, that theugh many of these reservations are
ohjectionable for insufficiency of deseription, there is no difficulty abomt writing a deserip-
tion from any of them ; indeed, almost any pieee of land eould be so deseribed (that is, any
picce of land so remerkable in its character as would be indivated by its being wanted for
water supply) just as well as if you were on the run.
687. When you returoed to office, did you make any inguiry why this matter bud not been
pressed on during the time you were out of office? No. The first thing that ocourred to
me on coming again iuto office was this: [had seon casually, as any one else sces—not,
as has been alleged, that I was the counsel employed in the matter to give advice, fur L
never gave any advies whatever, with regard to the reserves, during the time I was out of
office—but I did sce some of the Guasettes ns they were published, and I noticed what [
thought were cxcessive reservations—what I thought were reservations  insufficiently
desoribed, and what [ thought unnecsssary reservations; and almest the first thing [
did was, to write a minute, desiring that any eompluiuts should come to me ab onee, and
that the whole matter should then be revized, with a view to the correction of these inae-
euracies. Soon after, a lirge bundle of reservation papers was brought to me, I suppose
ten inches thick, and [ declined to pass them on uotil T had time to examine them, telling
Mr. Fitzpatrick, at the same time, that I was not satisfied with the manner in which the
reservations had been made.
688, I think you stated, yesterday, that in Ostober, 1864, before you went out of offics,
you wrote some memorandum, which has been embodied in a eircular issued by Mr. Wilson
or the Deputy Surveyor General, by his directions, dated 9th December, 18647 T gave an
instruction to the Deputy Burveyor General, and I think, from the style in which the letter
of Mr. Wilson is written, that it was based on my instructions, although it was jssued by
Mr. Wilson. I do not assert that that was the case ; it might have been that Mr, Wilson's
mind and mine so nieely conourred that he might use, not only the same ideas, bub pretty
much the same language; but I think the letter was written upon my minute. I do
not thiek there was any unneeessary delay with regard to this matter. There was no
neeasion whatsoever to have these reservations published until the end of the year; in fact,
it was better they should not be out until the beginning of December—that was the proper time
they should be out—they would not be required until then; and the more time there was
to think over the matter, and the longer it remained in the office, the better chance the
Minister on the one hend, and the officers of the department on the other hand, would have
of seeing that the lands were proper lands to be reserved.
629, Btill, between December, 1864, and 9th August, 1865, or up to Beptember last, when
vou jssued your memorandum, there do not seem to have heen any steps taken to hasten the
bringing in of these applications ? The Surveyor Geveral’s Department is very much over-
pressed with work, and they very properly press on that which is most urgent; bt I am
not aware that there was any negligence on the part of the officers of that departwent. I
presume Mr. Adams kept these officers np to the point. Certaivly that would be a matter
for the professional head of the Survey Department to look to, and would not be a minis-
terizl matter. It was quite enough for Mr. Wilson and me to do whatever we might be
finally called upon to do, after we had given these instruetions to these high officers.
690, ‘Still, at the end of eleven or twelve months, the roagh applications, according to Mr.
Muoriarty, seem to have been handed over to the Government Printer, in the loosest possible
manner, and even proofs of the deseriptions not afterwards checked. That appears to me
to have been the cause of a vast amount of confusion ?  There is no doubt about it. I am
afraid the absence of Mr. Moriarty in (lueensland—I think, for several weeks—was very
lilely the cause of delay in getiing these applications reported upon by the Chief Com-
missioner’s Department,
691. Still the Deputy Surveyor General dealt with o large number of them? T do not see
how he conld aleme. He has no means of knowing the areas of the ruvs; and irpon the
gemeral ares of a run would depend the proportion of Jand to he reserved under these
instructions. Hvery one of these must first go through the Chief Commissioner, becanse
the Survey Department has wo knowledge of the area of any run whatsoever, unless
measured, and as o rule.  The runs have mot been surveyed, thus only the Chief Commis-
sioner's Department bad this knowledge. They had the original application, the rough
sketch of the country, the reports of all the officers who went to appraise the runs, and the
reports of their owa Commissioners; but the Survey Department has vothing to do with
these. When once the Survey Department gets hold of anything, it cowes in a shapeof
greater acouracy than is the case under the squatting system.
692. Do you not think considerable injury might arise from the total revocatiom of the
whole of the reserves, uuless the Government were at once prepared to proclaim amended
deseriptions
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descriptions of the same reserves? I should think the total revocation of all thess reserves J. Robertson,

would necessitate the withdrawal of the principle of free selection; that mo man at all

claiming to bave the capacity of dealing with the great question of the public lands of this "

country, would ever allow free selection thronghout the length and breadth of the country,
unless with the provizion that, hefore that free selection was permitted, all necessary reserves
for the protection of the public interest should be made. I have no hesitation in saying
that I, for one—and [ am supposed to be a pretty strong advoeate of fres selec'ion—at any
rate I have fought many hard battles for it—1I have no hesitation in saying, I would bave
been mo party to it whatsoever, unless in the law that authorized it there was provision made
for the protection of the public interest with regard to the nocessary reservations for water
sapply, and other purpeses of a public kind. T eannot help thinking it must be only
mistaken persons, and persons who were oppnsed to free selection from the first, who can
really be so anzious for the destruction of this principle of reservations; for it must be in
the memory of all those who remember the debates in Parliament, that those who made the
assault wpon the policy of fres selestion, charged this law with not having made provision
against the eyes of the country being picked oat, and said that the back country would
hecome worthless, and the volue of the public estate be destroyed. T always contended that
was not g0, sud that the Jaw had made ample provision. 2o far from thesa reservations
destroying free sclection, free selection eould not be permitted without them, by any man
capable of dealing with the guestion, either in this or in the other Australian Culonies. No
one who understands the sabjeet would ever permit free selection—that is, the free eliniseof land
by the purchaser-—without reserving the land necessary for pablic uses. Our rentals from the
land have now arrived at something like £320,000 a year, and they will continue to increase.
What would become of this rental if the squatters or their friends, or the free selectors or
their friends, or any class of people whatever, were to be permitted to buy up the whole of
the water frontages? Tf this is done, the back runs will beeome worthless, and those who
are mow paying £320,000 a year in rent would just Jamgh at the Government when the
Government applied fur it. I ¢an come to no other conclasion than that this was a necessity
o any man who understands the question, before he could justify granting free scleetion. I
has always been maintained by me as being in the law, agninst all those who have assailed
the law by saying it wus not iu it. It will be found in the 4th elause of the Alienation Act,
and clearly alluded to also in the 18th—that clauze which, more than any other in the
Act, bad the especial attention of all parties of politicians, in Parliament and out of
Parliament, during the passing of the Act,

G93. Do you think this system of making water reserves gives unnecessary power to the
Minister, or do you think a system of agricultural areas would give him less power 7 Well,
I eanvot see what power is given to the Minister by a system worked i the manmer I have
desired to see this matter worked. There is o minute of instructions, printed, not secretly,
a3 bas been said, but at the Government Printing Office, handed to the Press, having been
prepared by the Minister and the chief officers of the department who have to deal with this
matter. The poliey it discloses is elear and unmistakable, indieating the proporticn of land
that may be reserved for each run. What power it gives the Minister I am 2t a loss to see.
If he eould piek out Mr. Jones' run, and give him three times as much, and Mr. Brown's
run, end give him a guarter as much, there might be some power in the hands of
the Minister ; but where iz the appearance of anything like power here? There is an
instruction issued indieative of the eourse to be pursued hy the bigh officers of the depart-
ment, with regard to every run; altheugh these gentlemen have not kept entirely within
theso instructions. It scems to me the Minister has to get the abuse, and be responsible
for things done even eontrary to hiz instructions, but what power the Minister ean
have I cannot understand. He has the power, of eonrse, of dealing with the publie
poliey, and how else could it be? Bome one must deal with these matters, and the
Cabivet, of course, is always consulted on a sohject of such magnitude as this. If you
do mot trust the Government, I do not know who can be trusted ; but then it is a general
poliey. T undertake to say there has been nothing special done for any one. The
Chairman spoke just now of the agricultural area principle. Now, if you have that
principle in operation, there is great power in the hands of the Minister at once. He has to
pick out whose run is to be sacrificed. This agricultural area prineiple does not say every
run is to ba open with the exception of a certain fized proportion on esch, but it takes all
from one. 1t destroys, ruins one man, and leaves the rest untouched. This was the principle
in operation under the Queen’s Orders in Council, and T think it was a most ebjectionable one—
Jeaving it to the caprice of the Minister to set apart what land he chose for agrieultural
settlement, and to leave elosed from sale such as he pleased. Tt gave him too much power.
But under the present law there is no capricious power given to the Minister under the
water rescrve system. There is a general instruction, and while it is fairer for the squatter
and better for the publie, beenuse it prevents the sale of land which it is agaivst the publie
interest to alienate, it is also better for the free selector, becanse only one mile in four or one
mile in five is witbheld for public purposes, and all the rest of the Crown land he is
permitted to go uvpon and purchase where he pleases. So T thiok it is better on every
acoount. I should like to sec some one prepared with something more fair to all bands, and
less injurious to the ecountry,

694. With respect to the rent of runs—was the rent at any time fized on the area of the
run ?  Never. The rent previously to the Orders in Council was fixed on the actual stock
in the ran.  In the earlier days £10 was paid for a license. Then by and by we had the
assessment system, under Sir George Gipps’ Regulations of 2nd April, 1844, This was mada
£10 for every run, but then it had nothing to do with the area—the quantity of land.
Under the first and second Assessment Acts the charge was on the number of sheep actually
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on the ron.  Then the land was ocoupied under the Queen’s Orders in Couneil, but it was
uct on the area, but on the estimated grazing capabilities of the run, that the rent was charged.
And under the Act of 1861, it iz on the appraised value of the ron. Thevefors it never was,
a3 has been alleged, upon the area.
695, Has your attention been directed to an article in the Empire newspaper of the Tth
instant, in which there appears a diagram on which certain charges are based as to very
improper proceedings on the port of the Minister? Yes, T have seen it,
696, you know anthing of the matter spoken of 7 I have seen this disgram before. I
think 1 saw it in the Lands Office. I see the Ewmpire says that the lands have been sold
under this diagram, and that the Minister now in office found this system in full working.
I understand that to be the meaning of the article, but it is soma time sinee [ read it. T saw this
disgram before. Tt was submitted to me to know whetber the Government would allow this
Lind of sale, and my minute across the paper will be found to be, * Certainly not,” or words
to that effect.  Bo that the Fmpire article is all right, except that they say it was done
when it was not done. The question was raised in the case of Mr. Parnell, and I think in
the ease of Mr. William Macleay, or Mr. George Macleay, and I refused to permit it in both
instances, I have no doubt the papers will be got with my decision upon them,
697. Are you aware whether, when you came back to office, you found the application had
been submitted to me? When I came back to office, Mr. Fitzpatrick informed me that a
difficalt case bad arizen, and that he had submitted it to Mr. Cowper, who had postponed it
for me to deal with., T looked into the matier, and I came to the comclusion that it would
be wrong to permit that kind of sale of land, and I wrote across it my opinion. OFf course
my opinion then written will be a better indication of what I meunt to convey than anything
1 can say now, and I hepe the papers will be produced.
BB8. You can state to the Committes of your own knowledge that I did not deal with the
case ! Yes. I do ot know whether you dealt with a case of the same kind, but it is
exceedingly improbable, because it was brought to me as a.new difficalty which Mr. Cowper
had postponed for me to deal with, I looked into it and refused the application. That is
the only difference between the truth and the statement in the Empire article,
699. Have yon read the answer given hy Mr. Wilson yesterday, in the House, to Mr. Lineas's
question on this matter? T have locked at it.
700. Are you aware of any other cases ¥ T have read my minute there, and I think it is
accurate. It is most likely what T would write. But whether it iz what [ did write or not,
I have no doubt it was the right way of dealing with the matter. My action in the matter
would have been made more clear if Mr. Wilson had read my minute on the papers in which
the diagram was submitted. [ am afraid that the gentlemen now dealing with this question
have not given it the careful examination that it deserves, I am afraid they bave not kept
their minds upon the whale of the cireumstances which surround it. I am not in any way
desiring to be captious as to their course, for I admit the course they sre about to pursue wua
one which I considered very much before T determined T would not take it ——
T01. By Mr. Forster : Are you alluding to the present Government 7 Yes.
702, Perbaps it would be desirable vou should explain the course you think should be taken ?
I am wanting to say this, somewhat in defence of what they are doing,—that the matter was
under my consideration, and I was some time before I determined what course I should
advise our Government to take. Therefore I am not taking much exception to the course
they are following, but I thiok there are some matters surrounding thiz question that these
entlemen have not considered. It will be known to those gentlemen who have been long
in the Colooy and in the Parliament, and to those well acqusioted with the whole land
ruestion—that under the Queen’s Orders in Couneil the squatters had a right to purchase
the whole of their rups, excepting such as might be required for public purposes—
that the Government were authorized under the Orders in Council to sell any or the whole
of 2 run to the squatter—that the policy then was not to limit the quantity to be sold to
the squatter, but the limit was all the other way. For example, a squatter could not buy
under & certain amount, but he could buy as much as e liked over. If he bought a certain
proportion—I have not been able to get a copy of the Orders in Conneil, they are getting
almost out of print, but I think it was 25 per cent.—if he boughs 25 per eent. of his rum,
then he could get the renewal of his lease for another period. It gave him some advantages,
the object of which was to encourage bim to buy a large portion of his run. That was the
polioy under which lands were held in the Colony. Many portions of land were let previous to
the time when the block system of 25 square mi]j;s came into operation—some of 60,000 acres,
some 30,000, more it might be, without any regard whatever to blocks—and this matter of
blocks I am afraid is confusing the minds of some gentlemen now dealing with the question.
The runs were taken up in large pieces—nothiog to do with blocks—not under the block
system at all; and these runs were held by the squatters at rentals determined legally, and
with the right of buying all their land not reguired by the Government. Well, when I set
to work to frame the Act of 1861, we desired to limit the right of this purchasing by the
squatter. It was the desire of Parliament to limit the right of purchasing, and by the
Tth clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Aet, it will be seen there is provision made
for that limitation. The words are, that it is limited to 640 acres out of emch block of
twenty-five square miles. They were only to be allowed to buy 640 acres out of each block
of twenty-five square miles. Now this clause was amended in Committee, and every one
knows that when amendments are put into clauses of Acts of Parliament, the clauses do not
speak quite so clearly as they would if they were left alone. They are generally made more
complicated by the emendations. There were, I think, seversl amendments put into this
clanse, and there was such anxiety to get the thing through, that the clause was not
re-committed to make it more clear, I am thus accounting for what is certainly not very
clear
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clear with regard to the elause. The clause speaks of a block of twenty-five square miles. J. Robertson,

Well, the only block known to the law in those days, was a block taken up since the period
of the Orders in Conneil ; and T suspoct that if this was to be dealt with, as it was at one

erl-'l\
time desired, with another interpretation, 1t might be that this right taken frum the squatters 14 Mar., 1866,

only referred to blocks of that area—that the limitation, so far as the larger blocks were
concerned, was not provided for.  That is one interprotation, and it'is one which some of the
squatters have talen. My block, some squatters have said, is a sizty square mile block—
this clanse does not affect me at all—I think I am left with all my original rights. However,
I took what I thought was the true spirit of the law, and while there has pever heen a
single instance of any more than the strictly legal quantity of land being sold to a squatter—
I say there has never been one instance, with my knowledge or my consent, of more than 640
aeres for any one block of twenty-five square miles allowed to be sold to any squatter—the
cages where the rums were not in blocks, where this word © block” eould not he made
applicable to them, were necessarily interpreted differently. On an spplication of this kind,
the question was referred to the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, who recommended
that with regard to these large blocks, say a 60,000 acre block, the syuatters themselves
should be permitted to prepare a plan of subdivision of these ruus into blocks of twenty-
five stuare miles. The Deputy Burvevor General having had it sent to him, differed from
Mr. Moriarty, and recommended ancther course. These two officers differing, I specially
handed the matter to Mr. Fitzpatrick, the Under Becretary for Lands, a gentloman who has
had more to do with the land question of this country than any man in it, bhecanse
during the period of Mr. Deas Thomson, when he was framing the Orders in Council he
was his chief assistant, and he was Under Secretary for Lands during the period I was
framing the Land Act of 1861. Therefore, having the advantage of the experience of a
gentleman of that kind, and baving the different opinions of the other two officers, I referred
it to bim. Mr, Fitzpatrick was of opinion, that seeing that in any of these sales to the
squatters, the Government having still the right of refusal of sale on the ground that it
would be undesirable to sell it, no public inconvenience eounld arise by allowing these runs,
which are not very numerous, to be dealt with on the prineiple of considering it as ome
block ; for the subdivision prineiple, Mr. Fitzpatrick thought, would be impracticable. He
thought that no inconvenience or public injury would arise by allowing these runs
to be dealt with as one block, and by allowing the applications for land to come in
at the rate of 640 acres for each twenty-five square miles, and requiring the guestion
of the allowanee or disallowance of any one of these purchases to be specially reported
on by the Burveyor General—that is, whether it would or wonld not be desirable to sell
the land as applied for. I kept the case before me, and gave it a great deal of
consideration, sud from time to time consulted my colleagues on the matter. However,
after long eonsideration, and seeing Mr. Fitzpatrick's plan was a practicable ome, and
that mo injury could arise from its adoption, I gave my concurrence to that plan. But, as
shewing that the ineonvenience eould not arise that the Empire newspaper says has arisen, a
case was put on paper in such a way as to shew its practical working, I think it was that
very diagram published by the Empire.  However the Empire got it T do not know, but I
think it was the very same diagram. A ease or a couple of cases were submitted to me—I
remember one was Mr. Paroell’s, on the Namoi, the other was, I think, Mr. Macleay's, in
the sonth country—and looking at this diagram, I said this represents such cases as ought to
be refosed. My minute was to this effect—I am now speaking from memory—that while T
had no desire to alter the determination that this class of runs may be treated as one block,
the whole of that must not be taken on the frontage, and there must be a limit to the
quantity ; and I have no doubt I set forth there the limit. At any rate, any cases of thia
kind were to be specially submitted, and this particular one wasrefused. T may be permitted to
udd also, with reference to what has been said as to certain special squatters having had special
adéhntages granted them, that I undertake to say there is no memorandum of mine specially
in favour of any one. There are decisions on the working of the law, asd such decisions
made applicable to every case of the kind coming within them. There never was, under any
authority from me, any special consideration given to any man, or any set of men, that
would not be given to any other man, or any other set of men.

703. By the Chairman : Did you find, on your return to office, thas I had given any special
advantages to any special squatter 7 I did not. T have no hesitation in saying there never
was anything of the kind. And from all I know of you, if I had seen anything of the kind,
apparently in your handwriting, I should have believed it to be a forgery.

704, By Mr. Cunneen: You state that the deseriptions of many of these reserves are not so
clear as you would wish? Yes, I pointed them out yesterday.

T05. You state that the name of the lessee of the run iz not described in some cases P Yes,

but there are greater objections than that. T was only shewing what I thought was a good -

mode of deseribiog them. I would not have taken objection to the reserves becauvse of that
alone. As I shewed yesterday, the reserves in many cases have no marks to commenee with
whatsoever,

706. Do you think reserves so insufliciently deseribed cught to be proclaimed 7 Certainly
not.

T07. Are you aware upon whom the blame rests of placing these reserves before the Minister,
for proclamation, so insufficiently deseribed ? I cannot say that. Perhaps we might get at
the matter better in this way :—It will be seen by Mr. Moriarty’s minute on the Willandra
Billabong Reserve, that the practice was first to forward them to Mr. Moriarty, and then to
the Deputy Surveyor General. If these reserves went to Mr. Moriarty, as I assume they did
aecording to the practice, aad thence to the Deputy Surveyor General, Mr. Moriarty's depart-
ment would be in some sort responsible. But Mr. Adams, who, as a professional gentleman,
hias more knowledge of the proper mode of description than Mr. Moriarty, if he passed thenlu,
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J.Robertson, I say be has the respousibility., If they went from Mr. Moriarty's office to the Minister, for

Esq.

bis approvel, without going to Mr. Adams, I say there wos an irregularity in that, and it
was contrary to what was the practice, as will be seen by Mr. Moriarty’s minute on the

1# Mar., 1868. Willandra Eillabong matter. I eannot tell which of these courses was pursaed.

TO8. Do the squatters pay rent for these reservations after they are reserved from sale ?
Unguestionably. The sgquatter’s rent is appraised in this way :—Every matter of value is
taken joto consideration. The sren of the land is given, and this reserved land, in common
with the other, is of course taken into consideration in the valuation. I say theee reserves,
in common with the remainder of the ruo, are valued. The reservation does not affsct that in
any way. The only effect of thiz proclumation is to rescrve these lands from sale—to stop
selling them. It does mot take them out of the lease or put them in the lease, Tt simply
refuses to sell land wanted for the use of the publie estate,
T09. By Mr. Forster : When you speak of zale, you inclode free seleation ! Yea
710. By Mr. Cunneen : When you say it stops the sale, under how many modes of sale does
it prevent it? Under every mode. It eannot be sold at all under free selection, pre-emptive
right, or any other mode of sale, until the Governor revokes the proelamation.
711. What is the objeet of preventing this purtieular land from falling into the lhands
of any private individual, whether squatter, froe selector, or anybody else? Vast
quantities of land in this Colony, I presume it is pretty well known, are very insufficiently
supplied with water. The very best runs in the Colony are frequently the worst supplied,
almost invariably the worst supplied with water, and especially in the Murrumbidgee
District, whera the rents received are higher than in any other district. Water
is there very scarce, There is usually merely the river fromtage. This country is let
at high rates. The rental drawn from the whole pastorsl people for the use of the
public land is now something like £320,000 a year. And it must be clear that if
I hold ten miles of river frontsge, for which I am paying the Government £1,000 a
year, as some of the runs ou the Murrombidgee are doing, or £300 a year, which ia a
more eommon esse—if I am permitted to buy up all the frontage, the Government may
whistle when they come to me for their rent. The Government could not let the run to
any one else if all the water is gooe, and therefore this poliey of reserving sufficient land
from sale for the purpose of water supply bas been kept up, and is followed too by the present
Administration. There is very litile difference indecd between the course they profess to
carry out and the eourse of the late Government.  The whole object was to preserve the
value of the public estate.  The back of these plains is the most valoable grazing land in
the Colony, aad it would be uiterly worthless to the public if you let individuals get the
whaole water frontage. .
712. Then do I understand you to be of epinion that these reserves are made, not for the
benefit of the Crown tenants, but for the benefit of the public estate 7 If you will look at
my memorandum, at the last clanse bot one, you will find it runs as fullows:-—* The
“ gurveyors of each district will send in recommendations for water reserves, in any cases
“ wiich may arize where the leascholder may desire to purchase an undue proportion
“ of the water on a run, to the injury of the publie estate.” That shews that the whole
object was to protect the public estate. In doing this, no doubt you give the leascholder
while he is a leaseholder, an advantage ; but if you let him, or any one else, bay up all the
frontage, when you come to the exd of the lease and want a re-appraisement, you will have
no rent whatever, It was therefore to protect the value of the public property that these
reservations were made ; and I muy mention that these reserves are eapable of revocation,
modification, or limitation of ares, ot aoy time, if it should be necessary or desirable, and
no doubt that fact influenced the officers in recommending them. In the meantime they
are made for the parpose of protecting the public cstate,
715, They are only made until sarveyed ? That is all.
T14. And when surveyed, what steps are to be taken 7 The Government will revoke tfem
and reproclaim such as may still be found necessary.  But if you waited until all these
were surveyed, before making these reservations in this temporary way, it would be like
shutting the stable door when the horse was gone. After the frontage had been taken, your
surveyor would be going to make the reserves, -
715, Is there any truth in the statement so often pat forward, that these reservations have
been made for the benefit of the squatter, and to the injury of the conditional purchaser
and the public? I do not know hew 1 can say whether there is any truth in it, but I have
ro hesitation in giving my opinion that it is quite the other way. That it will be a benefit
to the leazebolder as such there is no doubt ; but I question whether, on the more valuable
runs, the leaseholder would not have bought all the frontage by auction or otbherwise, and
whether he wonld not sooner have obtained the use of all the back country in that way.
But I am.quite satisfied no free selector, unless he iz o man seeking for a grievance instead
of seeking for land, will find any diffieulty in getting good—the very best—land in any
distriet he wishes, without the Government permitting him to take the land wanted for
the publie use. Indeed this is necessary for the prineiple of frec selection itself, Free
selection would have been open to all the attacks made on it if it bad pot been for the
provision for these reservations, and besides under the 5Sth clause the Government may
proclaim these reservations withdrawn from lease. Tt has been said, why not withdraw
them from lease now. I say because it is unvecessary, and because these lands are wanted
for the use of the public estate from which we derive a lurge rental. At all events, T would
not do it in any case where it was pot shewn to be desirable, becanse I think deing so
would be a wanton destruction of the pastoral interest,
716. Couosidering the very lurge number of reserves that have beem made on eertsin Tuns
throughout the eountry, do you think it is good poliey tostop short now and have them on these
runs only ¥ Unquestionably not.  If it is right to do this thing, it is right to do it at
' once.
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onee ; if it is wrong to do it, why not revoke the whele lot. T observe it bas been mentioned J. Bobertson,

that Members of Parlisment have had special privileges in regard to these reserves. I can Esq.
only say, the instructions under which they were mage do not say anything about Members —"—
of Parliament, and T am enly answerable for the instructions, 14 Mar, 1366.

T17. If these reservations are wroung, they should be withdrawn or abolished, and if right,
they should be extended to all squasters Certainly ; that is what I should have done.
718, If they are wrong, do you not think they should be all revoked? Unquestionably.
What I shousld have dene would bave been simply this:—7T would first bave gona carefully
over all the unproclaimed reserves then before me, made the boundaries elear, and proclaimed
all among them that were necessary to be proclaimed. Then I would have gone through
all those that are proclaimed, made them more clear where the boundaries were insuffi-
ciently desoribed, knocked off those' I thought not necessary, aud reduced the arcas of those
I thought too large. I would then have revoked the whole, and concarrently with the
revocation, I would have reproclaimed those that I thought were pecesaary.  That, I thiok,
is the proper course, )
T19. If theso reserves were not made at all, would not the free selector be at literty to buy
up all the water frontage P Yes.
720. The squatters also would be at liberty to buy up the water frontages ¥ Just so:
721, And it would he quite possible nothing would be left for the ‘public but the une
watered country, which could not be ceeupied ? Quite s0. You would loso an inereasing
rent, now reaching £320,000, at one slap, and the public would reguire to be taxed to
dmuka up the deficiency. Then the public would understand the question better than they

o now.
722. By Mr. White : Tn reference to the last question of Mr. Cunneen, would not the same
result follow—the destruction of the public estate—if three-fourths of the water frontage were
purchased?  No. Ifit did, that would only be a reason for making more reserves. | think
a reservation of one mile in four will enable the sheep and cattle to do very well on the runs;
but that iz matter of opinion. I thought that was about what would be sufficient, and I
think go now; but if it is not sufficient, I have no hesitation in saying, more land ought to
be reserved. I think it is sufficient myself, and I have bad a good deal of bush experience. ‘
723. Would not the possessor of four miles of frontage practically have the command of the
whole back run 7 Not if there was a reserve of a mile for the public. For exsmple, we
will say a run is only four miles long ; we will suppose one mile is reserved by the Crown
for thiz purpose, held in the bands of the Crown, and that certain purchases are made by
the squatter and by free selectors—that the whole other three miles have been bought, which
is putting the worst case that can be put,—this will nearly all be on the frontage. I have
no hesitation in saying, that that run wonld let well if the country was good paying country
behind, where water could be made by dams—not, permanent water, but water that wonld
stand in ordinary seasons; in dry times they would have one place where they could come
down to the river and drink. Under these cireumstances they could use all these back lands,
T24. If three miles of frontage out of four were purchased, extending a mile back from the
river, the purchaser of that would be entitled to his pre-emptive right of three times that
extent, which wounld go back three miles further. This would leave the reserve one Oarrow
strip, one mile by four ; how then could the back run be utilized 7 T think it eould, beenuse
these plaing run, in many instances, to the extent of more thap twenty, thirty, or forty miles
back
725. OF gourse I am putting the worst case thut eould happen? Yes. If a squatter has
twenty miles of & run, and sll the land is sold to other people, except a mile in every four,
still he could use these back plains by making the usual water dams, which be cannot depend
on in dry seasons ; but he can come in, in such seasons, and water his sheep very well, not-
withstanding the pre-emptive right of the free selectors.
726. I refer more particularly to such country as the Barwin and the Darling, where they -
depend entirely on the water frontage, where there are no watercourses in the back eountry,
and no means of making dams, and where water cannot be obtained by sinking wells? I
think there is no country where water eannot be obtained by mesns of dams. | bave been
on the Barwin and the Darling, and I have never seen any place where you cannot make a
waterhole. It is well known that in the south country they make square tanks of great
depth, where they preserve water from thunderstorms, and pump it up to water the sheep.
When these failed, they eould goin to the river. I do not say that when that beeame
necessary the sheep would fatten, but they might be kept alive till rain came again and filled
the tanks. No doubt this would not be so necessary on the Barwin and the Darling, the T
eountry not being #o thickly oecupied and not so valuable az the runs on the Murrumbidgee,
and therefore they have not yet made tanks there in the same way; but they will do so by
and by, vo doubt about it, and when they do, if they find all the frontage is sold, it will be
impossible for them to utilize the country.
727. By Mr. Forster : With reference to your statement that applications from squatters
and othere were teceived by the Government, as a means of information and furiber eon-
sideration of the question, was a form of application ever sent to s Mr. Jobn Maeansh ? I
think not ; I do not koow it. Yesterday, when I mentioned thiz matter before, 1 said I
had sent two of these papers (the memorandum of instructions issued in September) to two
gentlemen, not as squatters, but as leading public men in Vietoria—one to Mr. John
O'Shanassy, the late Premier there, and the other to the presest Premier of Viotoria, Mr.
M+ Culloch,
728, T suppose no instructions were given to any of the subordinates not to farnish them to
any one? No; but on the contrary, to furnish them to every one who wished it; and I
gave instructions to the Deputy Surveyor General, Mr. Adams, to give them to the Press,
which he did.

249—G 729,
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729, With reference to a further statement of yours, that such reservations were made as
the late Government thought necessary for the benefit of the public, do you consider it
consiatent with the idea of reserves for public purposes, to retain such reserves in private
hands, on lease or otherwise, and thereby to exclude the public therefrom ?  Yes, I eonsider
it quite consistent with the law; the law is clear on the point. The 4th clause of the
Alienation Act says that the Government may make temporary reserves from sale on any
Crown land whatsoever. Crown land means land under lease, or mot under lease. It
agems to me to be the duty of the Guovernment, under that elause, to withhold apy land
from sale that appears to the Government to be desirable should not be alicnated from the
Crown. Those lands now reserved from sale—these water reserves—were such lands as the
then Government believed ought not to be sold ; but this reservation would not necessarily
involve taking the land out of the leasehold it was then inj if that was reguired, it would
have been done under the 5th clause of the Crown Lands Oceupation Act.

730. That would muke the reservation permanent? It would not make it permanent, but
it would withdraw it from lease. The law bas not said that every piece of land withheld
from sale should necessarily be withdrawn from lease ; that is to he left to the discretion of
the Government. Lt does not say that every piece of land the Government do not think it
proper to alienate must necessarily be withdrawn from lease. The provisions for withdrawal
from sale and withdrawal from lease, respectively, are different, and under different laws.
The one course ean be taken, or both ean be taken ; but the matter is left clearly to the
discretion of the Government. Then the question arises, whether it would be a due use of
that discretion for the Grovernment to withdraw from lease, land not necessarily required to
be withdrawn from lease. Whenever it is shewn that any of these temporary reserves are
required for the general public use, then they will be withdrawn under the Oeeupation Act,
and they will be proclaimed, as shewn in this diagram published with my mioute of Sep-
tember Jast. The water temporarily reserved under the 4th clause of the Alienation Act
is for the use of the public estate, as I take it. Now, havisg gone go far, I will endeavour
to draw a line between the two classes of public use. I take it to be for the public use, if
the land is reserved to give the general public access o water; and I think it to be also a
publie use to make a reserve to maintain the value of the public estate under lessehold.  TF
the public has a house, say an unneeessary office, that it lets and gets a large rental for, and
if there is a piece of land between the house and the road, 1 think the Government would
be right to withhold that land from sale, because its alienation would injure the rental
goming in from the use of the house, and that it would be for » public purpose to withhold
that Jand from sale, although you let it under the leasehold. It would be nothing contrary
to the law to let that house, and nothing contrary to law to withhold the land from sale.
741. Do you think it is the business of the Government to endeavour to inerease the rentals
of Crown Lands, as a primary object? T think it fairly open to argument whether it would
not have been very much better if the Government had permitted the alienation of all the
Orown Lands on some well devised principle of alienation from the first ; but there is great
difficulty in dealing with that question in a country like this. We found people in cccupa-
tion of the land ; we found a system established, and of course it was very diffieult to upset
it. In Ameriea it is different; but in America they have first to clear the land before the
can utilize it ; that is not so here—the land is oceupied. < It is a question—and it is une'YI
ghould be inclined to give some consideration to—whether it would be right to allow people
to buy up the whole public estate now.

732, Do you not think the first object the Government ought to have in view is the sebtle-
ment of the country ! Unguestionably.

783, With reference to this matter of reats, do you think, to make it paramount to zell, to
offer facilities for sale supports the poliey which you indieated just now ! I do not think it
should. I think it wou!ld be most objectionable to make leasebold paramount; on the
eontrary, I think leasehold must give way, and our law provides for it. These reservations
are merely temporary ; they may be revoked whenever the time has arrived when it would
be desirable ; and they have only been made to enable the Government to receive the revenue
from the use of the public estate which would be otherwise destroyed. I do not thiok this
is making the leasebold system paramount, beeause we have provided that three-fourths of
the frontage shall be open to aliemation, and the portion reserved is only temporarily
reserved ; I mean with regard to thess reservations we are now epeaking of,

784. Thess reservations were, in fact, all made temporarily, with a view to subsequent
alteration? Yes.

735. Then, if T understand you rightly, these lands reserved for water supply, and at the
same time retained in the hands of the lessees, were first of all reserved to prevent their
being sold ?  Yes, that is all.

736. Then, afterwards, it was within the contemplation of the Government to have so dealt
with these reserved lands as, in some cases, to render the reserves permanent, wherever the
public interest rendered access to the water a matter of general necessity ! Precisely.

747. In that caze the Government had purposed to have rendered the reserves more per-
manent? (uite so.

738. Was that eourse consistent with all the action taken by the late Government? I think
entirely s0; because, if the lands had not been withheld from sale in the first instance, they
might have been taken up by purchasers. It would have been no use expmining them after
people had bought them. If you look at this diagram (“ Sketehes in dllustration of
civeulars ™) you will see how it was intended to earry it out.

739. If, at any time, o public necessity could be shewn for leaving these reserves open to
the public, so as to give access to water, in that case, waa it the intention of the late Govern-
ment to have rendered these reserves so open to the publie? Yes, to have withdrawn them,
ot such portion of them, from lease, under the 5th clause of the Crown Lands Uwu;':?atinn
Act. 40,
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740. Do yon not think it is rather a pity that the Land Alienation Act has been so vague J. Robertsen,

oo this subject of public purposes? am rather ipclined to think there was too much
limitation, because I think the words * public purpose” would have been quite enough, and

there is gome sort of limitation. The Government being under the eye of Parliament, can 14 Mar., 1Eﬂﬁ..

always be hauled up. A Government is not likely to make temporary reservations from
sale unoecessarily.  All Zovernments, so far as my experience goes, like to have revenue;
and I do not think you wil! find it the eustom of Governments to withhold land from sale
unnecessarily. I am afraid there is rather a disposition to sell land which ought to be
retained for poblic use. This merely withholding land from sale, capable of revocation at
any moment, I cannot help thinking must be considered a prudent course, leaving it, at any
rate, entirely in the handa of the Government, for their foture knowledge and foture
necessities to deal with it. There can be no barm dooe to the public by withhelding these
lands from sale, at least for a time. If any injustice had been dobe to individuals, that
would have been a different thing ; but T thiok it is goed poliey to be careful we do not
damage the poblie eatate.

721. Do you not think it desirable that in all cases where reserves are made, the public
purpose of making each reserve should be distinotly stated at the time of the reserve being
made ! It wonld be difficult to do that. These reserves may be wanted for fownships by
and by. The reserves are made under the Act, so that some may be cut up for townships,
or they can be applied to any other public purposs.

742. Would uot the practice of defining the public purpose, to a certain extent prevent the
Government from acting arbitrarily in individusl cases? I do not see how they can sot
arbitrarily.

743. Is it not open to them (o reserve one man’s Tun and not another's # No, not under the
present law as heretofore worked. There is no excuse for it.  Under the agricultural ares
prineiple they eould do that.

744, Tn the case of the agricultural area principle—would not the Government be limited
by the necessity of selecting land suitable for the purpose? We have known large numbers
of reserves to be made by all Governments, that were not svitable to agricultural purposes.
745. Even supposing Governments to make mistakes ot times—would not the Hmitation to
land suitable for agricalture be & check upon them? I think a general instruction like that
under which these water reserves were made, takes all power out of the hands of the
Government; all are served alike; and whether o man's run shall be sold or not,
depends upon the bond fide demand for the land ; if it is wanted for settlement, the public
will take it up, and the Government do not interfere one way or the other; but under the
ares system, any man who fecls aggrieved naturally says, why have I been served in this
way, and my peighbours spared? The most cruel things have been done under that
agricultural area sytem, as it existed uoder the Orders in Council; and they were dome im
this way :—Bome ivfluential person, perhaps of ot very good character, finds resson to be
spiteful to some veighbouring sguatter. He makes application to the Secretary for Lands,
for a reserve or agricultural ares of this man’s run; gets up a petition, and hands it roand
the neighbourhood, to be signed. Where one signs it every one will sign, when there is
no money to pay; and by and by there are five or six hundred signatures. The petition
. eomes to Sydney, and the Seeretary for Lands consults his officers; they say the land is
entirely unfit for the purpose, and the reserve is quite nnnecessary, and the Seerstary for
Lands declines to do what is asked for. Then some Member of Parliament asks a question
in the House, * What is the intention of the Government with regard to the reservation of
certain lands on Mr. Forlonge's run™ P—for that is the most pleasing name to.attack just
now—at one time it would bave been Mr. William Macleay—* What is the intention of
the Government with regard to laying out an agricultural area on Mr. Forlouge's run”?
The answer of the Becretary for Lands would be “ The opinion of the officers of the Govern-
ment is that this land is oot fit for agrienlture at all” Then there would be another
question, * Has there not been a petition asking for the reservation of this land? How
many hundreds of people signed that petition ! {las the honorable gentleman any objection
to lay that petition on the table of the House”? And so the mabter goes om, till hy
and by the Secretary for Lands begins to think bis officers must have been mistaken,
makes the reservation, and rogrets it ever afterwards.

746. Do you not think this power of asking questions in the House is a great check on the
Government aeting arbitrarily ? I think it is very useful in its way; I am not taking any
objection to it; I am only giving an instance, to shew how the system of aress would
work unnecessary hardship and injustice to individuals, while that of a general system
of water reservation would not. Some influential person might, under an agrieultural area
eystem, set his politiesl partisans to work to pay off Mr, Forlonge, or any other person who
happened to be the *bo-bo” of the time. I say there is no such power under the system
carried out by our law, but under the agricultural area system the Minister for Lands
would have power to ruin any man connected with sguatting,

747. If you leave the power undefined, almost without limitation, without saying why or in
what case it is to be exercised, does not that in effect give the Minister more arbitrary power
than if you limit him to a particular purpose 7 Tt would be very easy, if any gentleman
felt himself aggrieved, just to have an inguiry made, © Why was a water reserve beyond the
usual extent made on Mr. SBwigging's run!”  The matter would be always under the control
of Parliament.

748. Do we find the parlinmentary responsibility enforced in all cases—if there is a majority
in favour of & particular line of action, does it always bappen that the majority is right ?
I bave never seen the Parlisment willing to do injustice to any individual man; if they saw

any Minister dealing unfairly with any individusl, I think the Parliament would make him
suffer for it. | 749,

Bag.
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749. Have you not yourscelf sometimes admitted that great injustice was done in the ease of
the Broughtons, at the Tomut? Unquestionably. I am very glad you have mentioned
that'case. There were petitions—I do oot zay of the kind I have deseribed—but there were
petitions sent in to the Government, and recommendations from officers of the Government
supporting them, in favour of making a large reserve in the nature of an agricultural area
there. I%Lava been on the ground since, and I am satisfied that an unnecessarily large
reserve was made there, '

750, Was that wrong ever remedied ? That wrong was remeadied so far as the Government
was able to remedy i6.  We returned the land to the leasehold, if I remember aright.

751. You say so far as the Government was able—waz the Government able to remedy it ?
No, the Government was not entirely able to remedy it ; that was the fault of the area system ;
it was the area system under which this grievous wrong was done to these gentlemen.

752. Was not that done under the existing law? No, eertainly not.

7563, It was done under powers given in the Orders in Council? Yes. Tt could not hove
been done under the present law, This was a power used by myself—I do not believe Mr.
Broughton for a moment believes with any intention to do him wrong—but under inacourate
information—but such information as I maiptain no Minister could refuse to act upon. The
land, vs an agricultural area, was reserved, and all the buyers forced upon Mr. Broughton's
run.  Now, supposing the present law had been in foree, he and biz peighbours would have
been served in the same way, and all the boyers would not have been driven upon biz land.
Some would have gone to one place, some to another, and he would feel that he was dealt
with as bis meighbours were dealt with, and had, like them, reserved from sale proper water
reservation.

754, Are you sure there was no political animus at the bottom of the local movement in that
cate ! I am disposed to think now there was, but that never eame to my knowledge at the
time, and there were the reports of all the officers recommending it.

" 755. It is quite possible & politieal feeling may have caused the local agitation, without the

Government themselves being parties to it?  Quite so.

766, What is the distinction between reserving certain traets from sale, leaving others open,
and the poliey of agricultural areas? I think there is a great difference. The one asserts
this principle—that all the eoantry except what is wanted for public purposes shall be open
to the people to make bomes for themselves npon, leaving them to choose for themselves as
to what is the most suitable land for that purpose; but the other system says—we koow
better than you what land is better to be reserved for settlement, and yon must go where we
give you leave to go. Now I think the people koow best what is suitable for them, and that
is the policy of the present law ; the only lands withheld under this law are those lands which
are supposed to be required for the public use. In throwing open the lands under the law
of 1861, at the end of the leaseholds which expired on the 1st of January, 1866, the Govern-
ment first reserve what is necessary for public purposes, and the rest is all open to the public.
There iz not that dictation to the farmer that there would be under the system of agricultural
areas; we do not say to him, you must go here, or you must go there, you must ot go on
Mr. Landale’s ron, but you may go on Mr, Phelps' run. Under our prineiple, no man’s run
is dealt with differently from any other man's run, but the preservation of the publie interest
is the principle of these reservations. The free gelector may buoy any land in the possession
of the Government, that iz not required for publie purposes and set apart for that object.
757. Is not the practice of making temporary reserves on a large seale, but subjeet to further
alteration or revoeation, likely to discourage the free selector, by reason of the uncertainty it
creates as to the localities where free selection may or may not take place ? I should make
no reserves on a large scale, exeept when the land was wholly watered by artificial means.
If you mean reserves on the scale provided nnder this memorandum, I say no,

753, I do not mean large reserves, but reserves in large numbers all over the country—
would not this very practice of having reserves of that kind scattered about in all places,
with very little to mark the boundaries, ereate such uncertainty as to where free selection
may or may not take place, as to discourage the free selector from taking wp land at all? T
think not. T think you will agree with me, a3 | know you are acquainted with country
business, that the boundary 'of every run is pretty well known in its neighbourhood. The
runs consist of five mile blocks, and some larger. A ron of twenty miles’ frontage will be &
very large run.  Say it is called ¥ Walhballa.” Tt is determined to make four reserves for
water sapply on the frontage of that land. Now I think it will be quite easy so to deseribe
it as to make it just as clear to & countryman—I do not mean a man who haa never been out
of Sydney—where the reserve was sitnated, as if you told him the name of a street and the
number of a house in a street in Sydoey.

7589, You do not put up the names of the runs in the bush, as we do the pames of the
streets in Sydney 7 No, but they are just as well known.

Tolh Are they well known to the class of free selectors?  Certainly they are.

T6L. Ilo you think boundaries, such az you have described, would be generally know among
that elass # T thiok they would. I suppose I have examined their applications more than any
man in the country, and I think they are generally the sharpest set of people in the Colony.
TG2. Have nob some cuses of seléction occurred in paddocks on private property, and alao
that free selectors have also selected on publie roads—I have heard of a case of a hut
baving been put up on a road in the Murrumbidgee District? Bome foolish people will do
these things, of courze. I can mention a ease—I dare soy Me. White will remember it—
where 3 man named Catholie, living near Mr. White's place, on the Upper Hunter, bovght
a piece of land, 2 measured portion, before free selection, ot a land sale, and went and buils
on the wrong land. There was another case of 3 public-honsze being built on the wrong
land, hefore the days of free selection, on a messured portion at Boggebry, on the Namoi,
and many similar cases I can remember. There will always be cases of seme little difficulty,
under any system. TGS,
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763. Admitting that mistakes must be made under the most perfect system, still would not J. Robertson,

this system of dotting reserves about in different places—which I do not deny are for the

public benefit—lead to still greater confusion in the minds of that class who free seleeh, ~——"——
so much =0, asin some cases to render it impossible for them to select with sny safety 14 Mar., 1866,

in particular districts 7 You may give them a little more trouble, perbaps, but not more
than if you sold & measured portion to one man, and the lot pext it to awvother. They
might make mistakea as to their boundaries ; and so if one free selector buys a piece, another
may come and sit down on some of it. The making of these reserves will not create any new
difficalty. Mistakes can be as easily rectified in one case as the other, Every subdivision of
land, in whatever way it may be done, will render it more difficnlt to take up fresh land.
7G4 Will not the consequence be, in a great many distriets, to throw the selection =0 much
into the hands of surveyors, or parties who consult surveyors, a5 to render it safer for people
to buy land which bus been surveyed, instead of making use of the privilege of free selection
which has heen held out ss such a great boon ? It will always be better for people to take up
gurveyed land. The law does not say anything against it. I know people will gay the law
was free selection before survey; so it was; but there is nothing in the law agaivst the
land being surveyed hefore being selected. 1t would be a great advantage to the free
seleetor, no doubt, if he found the land surveyed before he went to it, bot as the people
eould ot get the surveyors to survey sufficient land to supply the demand for it, they wera
allowed the privilege of buying without waiting for survey, and having it surveyed after-
waords; that is the advantage of this law.

765. Has not the effeet of this Land Aect, taken in conjunetion with the operation of those
principles which have been discovered from time to time, been to create in the minds of a
large class of persons, dispesed to settle on the land, a vague idea of greater privileges than
they in fact possess? 1 do not know what prineiples have been discovered.

766. You yonrself admit that it is better for people to settle on surveyed land ; but has not
the effect of the Land Aect been to encourage quite » contrary idea? I do not think so.
I say, the free selector is better off if he can get a piece of land surveyed before he buys it;
bat I eay it iz not better for the public to survey the land first, becanse where they survey
thousands of lots, they may not sell one. There are now more than siz hundred thousand
acres of surveyed land that will never be sold.  Therefore the public gain by thia principle,
and the free selector who wants to buy land that is not surveyed, is not bound to the surveyed
land, as he otherwise would be.

T67. Admitting, on the one hand, that the old system of surveying whole tracts of eountry,
great part of which is not likely to be used at all, is objectionable, and also, on the other hand,
that it is better for people to be on surveyed land,—would it not be somewhat of a happy medium
to make such provision for immediate survey, that any man who sclected should at onee get his
land surveyed and settle on it—would he pot then be in a better pesition than if he went
and settled on land which he may not be able to get surveyed for a very long time? You
cantop have a surveyor with every selector. Now, he goes and settles, and when the surveyor
comes he gets his boundaries. The sarveyor's instructions are to survey these selections as
speedily as possible ; and wherever there is any chance of boundaries clashing, they are
surveyed at once.  If o man selects in some mountain creek, or out of the way place, whera
1o land has been alienated near him, there the department has not been in such a hurry to
survey ; and it iz in cases like these you hear people say, this land has been bought this
year or two, and has not yet been surveyed ; that is hecanse there iz not so great a necessity
for it ; but where there is any great aggregation of selectors, where selectiona are bordering
upon freehold lands, and wheraver any difficulties are likely to arise, the surveyor goes there
as speedily as possible.  'With ordinary care, I will undertake to say, the difficulties will
not be two per cent.; and I undertake to say also, that they will be less now than ever they
have been, beeause mow it is more easy to deseribe the land—T mean that the land just
thrown open is more easy of deseription than eny land we ever had to deal with ; because a
run, as I said before, is o piece of country known, like a street in a city. That is the
"starting point. A man applies for a piece of land which be knows is on (zay) Mr. White's
run.  Thet is one thing the land office agent has got ; then he is told it is o mile from Mr.
White's hut, and he ascertaing whether any land has been sold there or thereabouts ; if land
has been sold thers, it will be for the free selector to consider whether the piece he wants is
of such importanes to him as to run the risk of his lines interfering with another person's,
or whether he will take some other portion of Mr., White's run, where the lines will not be

o likely to clash, 1 say these lands thrown open sinee the Lst January, 1366, will present

less difficulties, less complications, than any of the old lands taken up before. They are
- mainly on rivers, generally with a very small quantity of back water, and therefore it is
easier to determine any particular locality upon them ; whereas, in the Old Settled Distriots,
every one must know the waterconrses are so mear to each other that you hardly know
where you are, among the mountains.  Another difficulty at first was, that the land agenta
were not g0 well up to their business as they will be now, and there were not, all over the
country, as there are now, thousands of men—~—ten thousand men or more—who have free
selected themsclves, and who will take the trouble to shew others how to free select. Thera
are men now in every one of these distriets, free selectors themselves, who sympathize with
the new free selector, and who will go with him and shew him how to do this, with the
peper shewing the reserves, in their bands. I do not know whether you are aware that I
gave inetructions (or rather, Mr. Cowper gave instructions before T went into office) to have
these reserves printed in » book form. I spoke to Mr. Cowper about it, and, after I returned
to office, caused thew to be put in pamphlets, giving the reserves in each distriet ; so that
in a small pamphlet, costing about two-pence, 2 man can ses every rezerve in the distriet.
TGE. Do you think the majority of these reserves have been rightly and legally made? Yes.

“69. Do you know any important mistakes that have been committed ? Yes, I went over
many of them yesterdey. T70.
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770. 1 suppose it was the intention of the late Government to have corrected these, from
time 1o time ?  Yes, that was the intention.

771. Can you say what the usual extent of reserves for public purposes is, as a sort of
average ! This iz the average—one mile in four.

772, And for water supply the same ! Yes.

773. Are you aware of any speeial or extraordinarily large reserves for water supply #  Yes,
774. If you have mentioned them before, it will not be necessary to do so again ! Perhaps
you will let me refer to them again. There are, I think, five very large reserves. They
were made for the purpose of withholding the Jand from sale until Parliament shall have
determined what (it any) special consideration shall be given to those persons who have spent
vast sums of money in the obtainment of artificial water where therc was no water before.
The first of thess cases was authorized under an instruction of mine. It was one called
the Willandra Billibong reserve. This reserve was made for the purpose of withholding
the land from sale until Parliament should determine what cousideraticn sbhould be given to
the parties who originally invested £30,000, to create works to carry water 100 miles back at
right angles from the river, where there was no water before, and is no water now. The
reserve was through many runs—not through one run, but many runs.  As T said before, 1t
was made by a minute of mine, in which I stated to the effect that I should have a Bill
prepared, to submit to Parliament, for the purpose—to obtain the will of Parliament with
regard to this elass of reservations. And now arises the question whether we had the legal
right to do it or not; I think there can be no doubt we had the legal right. Under the
dth clause of the Aect, the Government is anthorized to withdraw from sale temporarily
any land whatsoever for public purposes. This land was so withdrawn, and a minute written
to the effect that it was the intention of the Government to ascertain the will of Parlisment
with regard to that class of land. I eannot arrive at any other conclusion than that if we
had allowed this kind of enterprise to be destroyed, where the law gave us the power of
preventing its destruction—if we had allowed it to be destroyed without taking the will of
Purliament, we should have been very much to hlame,

775. Mothwithstandiog you had the right to do it, you thought it better to apply to Par-
liament ?  Yes; the temporary withdrawal from sale was only to give time to get the will
of Parliament.

776. Did not the course taken by the Government, in that or similar cases, eonfer any special
right on individuals, or give them any special benefit? Unguestionably not; becausze the
land was merely withheld from sale. It has been gaid that it interferes with free selection.
Why, there is no water there now. These men were laying out some £30,000 on back
country up to a hundred miles back, where no free selector, unless he desired a grievance,
would ever want to go. I maintain that the Government of the day eould not have taken
any other course, with a due regard to the interest of the country at large, thau that which
enabled Parliament to have an opportunity of determining the question; for if any person
had taken up sny of the land, Parliament would not have had that opportunity. .

777. Have any influential squatters or Members of Parliament been in any case gpecially
favoured? Never,

TT8. Or exercized any influence in these matters 7 Never.

779. Did Mr. Forlonge or Mr. Desailly exercize any individusl influence on the late (rovern-
ment ! Never.

780. Are you aware of anything of the sort under the present Government? No.

781, Have the proceedings of the late Government been fairly represented in the Empire ?
The procecdings with regard to pre-emptive right you mean. The representation is pretty
nearly aceurate, with one exception, and that is, that what the Empire says the lute Govern-
ment did, the late Government, by my band, wrote an absolute refusal to do. That is the
only distinetion. 1t was in the cases of Mr. Parnell and Mr. Macleay.

782, By the Chairman : Before the appraisers went out of Sydney, you had several inter-
views with them ! Yes,

783. Did you apprise them, in thess interviews, that these rescrves, of which o much has
been enid, would be made ?  Yes, every one of them.

784, With the view of their taking them into consideration when they valued the runs?
Yes, every appraizer koew it.  The whole matter was diseussed with me. I suppose they
met me twenty times in my office, for two hours every day, and every point that conld
possibly arise was talked over, especially this matter of water reserves. I happen to know
from Mr. Carne, the appraiser for the Murrumbidgee Distriet, that he told every squatter,
in answer to objections about free selectors taking the water, that the Government promised
to make the necessary reservations for water supply. I would say one thing I have not said
with regard to this sppraisement. The appraisers were told they had nothing whatever to
do with whether the free selectors bought the sguatters’ runs or notb; and that if & Tun
begame eo altered as to displease the squatier, we would value it again for him, so that it
shonld not interfere with the appraisement at all.

785. By Mr. Cunneen: You state that you bad it in contemplation to bring in a Bill ta
deul with questions like the Willandra Billibong in a public manner ! Ves.

786. What privileges or rights did you intend to secure by that Bill, to persons making
similar improvements to that? The better way would be to have the Bill. The Bill iz in
print. It proposed to give certain advantages to people who made artificial water. I will
tell you what I think the prineiple of the Bill was,—that any one who uzed the artificial
water should pay for it a price to be demanded by the person who provided the artificial
water ; or if the person using it thought it exorbitant, the price should be sattled by arbitra-
tiop. That was the principle of the Bill. But of course the only way to enable Parliament
to have sn opportunity of expressing an opinion, was to temporarily reserve the land from
sale, which certainly no one would ever have dreamt of buying had it not been for this work,

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 20 MARCH, 1866,
Present :—

Me. FORSTER, | Dz, LANG,
Mge. TIGHE.

CHARLES COWPER, Esq., v Tug CHAIR.
William Forlonge, Beg., M.P., examined :—

TBT. By the Chairman: Your name has been mentioned on more than ove occasion, in the W. Fuﬂon[ge.
discussions which have taken place on the subject of the reserves recently made by the ¥eq, M.
Government, on pastoral leaseholds.  The Committes have thought it only fair that you might —*——
have an opportunity of saying to them, while conducting this inquiry, before they arrive 20 Mar, 1886.
at any report upon the matter, what you may wish to say, if yon have any desire upon the
subject, with reference to those points with which your name has been connected 7~ Yes, T
have a desire to say to the Committee something with regard to the points and questions
in which my name has been very prominently brought forward in the Legislative Assembly,
by the present Minister for Lands.

788, Will you proceed to make your statement ? It was moved by yourself, I think, on the
28rd February, that a Committee should be appointed to inguire into the subject of these
reserves. (o that oceasion, the present Minister for Lands made a statement, a report of which
T bave with me here, in both papers, in which my name is very prominently brought forward
before the House. T regret that the honorable gentleman ia ot in his place to confront me
here this morning , as he stated, on one oceasion, that if he had been aware that T intended
to have stated what I did state, he would have been prepared with documents to shew that
my statement was entirely recklesa. It will be well known to the Committee, and well
known to the House, that I am very largely interested in pastoral pursuits, and that in
relation to thess reserves, my name has been very often taken in vain. The Minister for
Lands, in his place in the House, stated as follows, as reported :—* Nearly the whole of the
* publiclands svailable for free selection had been reserved by the Government ; and at whose
“instance had these lands been reserved ! 13y the squatters and leaseholders—the sqnatters
 themselves.  Each sguatter had picked out the eyes of his run, asked the Government to
“ reserve them, and the application had been granted.  And ot only had the Government
** reserved those portiona which wonld be of benefit to the public, but in some instances the whole
“eountry had been reserved. He could name the Yaneo Oreck, in the Eillabong country, for
“instance.”” That is the first charge against the squatters, to which much abusedelass Ihelong.
Then, sir, on your moving for a Committee to inquire into this matter, the Honorable
Minister for Lionds is reported to bave said—* Tt was the late Secretary for Lands whom
“ he held responsible for what had been done.  An attempt, however, being made respecting
“ the gentleman referred to by the Honorable Member opposite, and the imputation cast
“upon these gentlemen who were not there to defond themselves, was both unfair and oul-
“ pable. Mr Fitzpatrick, the Under Seeretary for Lands, was not responsible; it was
“ merely the duty of that gentleman to see that all which bad been done by them was set
““ before the Minister in its proper official form. If the return was to be confined to Decem-
“ ber last, it conld not be made apparent how unfounded was the imputation which had
“ been made ; if it were made to go further back, it would not be diffieult for him to make
 his ease good.  Prior to December last, the reserve of the Billibong Creck, on the Wil-
** landra, had been a case in point, when a reserve had been made by Mr. Robertson against
“ the spirit of the Land Aet. (Mr. Wilson read the proclamation about the reserve én the
* Willandra, from the Government Gazette of Friday, 80th June last year, and proceeded.)
It would be zeen, from that official notifieation, that Mr. Robertson bad actually made a
reservation of 200 square miles. He found, on inquiry, that that reservation had been
made at the express instance of the late Secretary for Lands; it had been made in aceord-
ance with his express directions. It was quite true that the reserve had been made through
the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, but that officer had acted under the orders of
the head of the Lands Department ; the memorandum of that gentleman would shew them
“ this; he would read it to the Honse. Mr. Moriarty, the Chief Commissioner of Crown
* Lands said ¢ In the course of an interview, at which I was present, between the Honorable
¢ the Minister for Lands and the gentlemen interested in certain works now in progress
¢ for deepening the Willandra Billibong for some distance from ifs outflow from the
¢ Lachlan Hiver, with the view of securing the surplus water of the latter river for the
 improvement of the supply in the Willandra, Mr. Robertson expressed his intention of
* reserving the bed of the Willandra from sale by selection until sarveyed, pursuant te the
“ 4th ¢lause of the Alicoetion Aet, and requested me to take steps for baving bis intention
“fearried out'” Now, sir, comes the point to which I would call the attention of the
Committee, and where my name is so prominently brought forward. The Honorable
Minister for Lands states that this is a reserve made contrary to the spirit of the Land Act,
and he now goes on to shew where I have been implicated with the late Minister for Lands
in earrying it out. * He (Mr. Wilson) made inguiries ss to how thia reserve bad taken
“ place, and he found that it must have been through a deputation which waited on Mr.
 Robertaon, of which Messrs. Forlomge and De Salis, two larpe squatters in that House,
‘ had formed part.”’  There, sir, is the whole gravameh of the charge, as made againsk
myself. It is exceedingly mildly reported here, but the charge eonveyed to the House such
an idea that the Honorable Member for the Murrumbidgee stated this in the House :— He
“ did not think it would be quite fair to exclude any one simply because he happened to be
“ a Crown tenant; but in one case, where almost a direct charge had been made, and the
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i reply to that charge had only seemed to implicale more that person in the transaction, the
 Hon. Member implicated ought himself to offer to withdraw his name. IF that Hom.
# Member appeared in the Committee Hoom at all, it ought to be as defendant in this
“ matter.” That was the impression conveyed by the statement of the Honorable Minister
for Lands, with regard to mysell, on the motion for this Committee, when my name was
propesed to be incloded as one of the Committee. The Honorable Member for Central
Cumberland {Mr. Hay) alzo said, after alluding to the assertion of the Minister for Lands,
as to the position I ocoupied in regard to this reserve and the question of reserves generally—
“ If the inquiry were to take place, then those makiog it should be beyond suspieion ; and
“ however unfeir and uujust the seeusation might be, yet, as it had been made, it would not
“ be satisfactory to the House or the publie, if the person accused should be a Member of
“ the Committee, The duplicate character of the motion, however, wade iv difficult to
# gonstruet a Committee to conzider the guestion io all its bearings in its twofold aspeets.
i They had to inguire not only under what particular eircomstances the reserves had been
“ made, as shewing partiality, or something like unfairness, or even corruption, buk also
¢ into the policy of these reserves altogether.” That was the idea conveyed to the House,
by the statement of the Honorable Minister for Lands, very imperfectly reported here; and
I am here to demand, at the hands of this Committes, a fair examination into the matter.
If they can connect my name with anything in relation to these reserves which would in
any way bear out the insinuation or imputation cast upon me by the Minister for Lands,
I ask at the hands of this Committee no merey—Ilet thew atate it in their report; but if,
on the other hand, after the deliberations and examinations which are gone into, they find
that I have oot in any way been implicated in anything which would warrant the Minister
for Lands in making the imputations that he did, and which the House so fully teok up, I
ask at their hands an exoneration from those imputations. That is the pesition in which
1 am here to-day; and in suppors of my pozition, I would ask that the Minister for Londs
should lay on the table of this Committes, & letter which Mr. Desailly sent to me from
Melbourne, and which, at his request, I forwarded to the late Minister for Lands, It relates
to this Willandra cutting, which is, colonially speaking, a very great work for the improve-
ment of the back eountry. I have never scen that letter from the time I sent it to the late
Minister for Lands
789, Is this (ﬁﬁndﬁng to witness a lefter dated 4th May, 1865, signed by Messrs,
G P. Desailly and W, Forlonge, and addressed fo the Secretwry for Lunds.  dppendiz
I No. 2 the letter to which you allude ¥ That is the letter.

790. Do you wish to make any observation with respect to it now ! I say that is the only
thing I have dome in relation to this matter; Mr. Desailly sent it to me, and I sent it to
the late Minister for Lands. If I remember rightly, some considerable time afterwards, I
received 2 note from the late Minister for Lands, Mr. Desailly having in the meantime come
to Sydney, asking us to wait upen bim, or sec him, in relation to this work at the Willandra,
We did wait upon Mr. Robertson, and had a sort of general conversation on the matter.
Mr. Desailly, who was more up in the matter than I was, explained to him the natore of the
undertaking, and either Mr. Robertson sent for Mr. Moriarty, or Me. Moriarty was present
at the time—I am not sure which ; however, he was prezent. Mr. Robertson, as fur as I
could pather from him, thought this was a great public improvement—an improvement of
the public estate; and that it would be well, until the opinion of Parliament was taken upon
it, that some action should be taken, inssmuch as we were threatened, in the prosecution of
this undertaking, to have aa action brought against ws for doing this work, by a person who
alleged that our men employed npon 1t bunted his cattle away, and made his run less
valuable, and who disputed our right to make this cutting. We applied to the Government,
under these cireumstances, and the resolt was that the land was made a temporary reserve ;
first, as I understood, to see where, when the Lachlan rose to a certain height and flowed
down this channel, which it has never done yet—all our expenditure hus been futile as yet—
to see where more permanent reserves could be made; and secondly, seeing that the
question was almost & new one, and that the law, perhape, did not perfectly provide for it, to
give time to ask the opinion of Parliament as to the priveiple on which all such cases shonld
be dealt with. As far as the Willandva Billibong is concerned, that is the head and from,
and soul and body of it. A cutting has been made at an enormouns expense, but there has
never been a drop of water flowing down it yet—the seazons bave been o unfortunate;
however, we hope that times may be more fortunate, and that we may reap the benefit of our
expenditare ultimately. If the Committee think that, in this ease, the insinuation of
corruption against me is borne out, they will report accordingly ; but if, on the other hand,
they think the imputation iz unwarranted, I hope they will exonerate me from the charge
brooght against me. . . . )

791. By Dr. Lang : May I ask whether the opposition you experienced in catting this water-
eourse was given in consequence of your stopping the nataral flow of the water? In no
way ; not one drop of water has flowed down it yet.

792, I suppose, however, that was the pretence? Noj; the pretence was, that the men
engaged in this cutting disturbed the eattle going back from the river, and that this dis-
tarbing of the eattle was of more moment than our eutting this chanonel to water an
fmmense extent of eountry. If the seasons were at all euch as we have had for the last ten
or twelve years, it would water a country 250 miles lonpg—improve the public estate for
250 miles—although only 100 miles bave been reserved.

793. By Mr. Tighe : That particular squatter was no party to it? No, although he was
more benefited than any other man in the lot. )

794, By the Chairman : Who were the parties interested besides yourself in this work—

the parties who interested themselves with the Minister for Lands to get this reserve ma-::;,
&0
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and who were alzo the eapitalists that subseribed the money to earry it out? Mr. Glass, “i Forlonge,
two Messra, Desailly, two Messrs. Brougham, Mr. Ryan, Mr. Forlonge, Mr. Broadribb, Mr, %9~ M.E.
Kennedy—these are the names that occur to me at the present moment, but there are many

others who will be benefited by it. The carrying out of the matter was left to Mr. Desail]y, 20 Mar., 1866,
more than any one else.

795. By Mr. Tighe: Did only one squatter object to it? Only ove; and I thought T had

made sure of him ; in faet, I pledged myself in Melbourne to pay hiz quota, so satisfied was

I that he would take part in it, because he is benefited more than anybody else; but he

took a different view of it. .

796. By the Chairman: What amount has been expended on that work ?  Up to the present

time, I should think about £11,000 have been subscribed ; but that is only & most infinitesimal

portion of the total amount that will necessarily be expended in improvements in consequence

of this cutting; because this ereek will run right away through its whole length, and dams

will have to be constructed all the way down, to retain the water. It runs through an slmost

perfeetly flat conntry, and the whole ereek will need to be a series of dams, from its out-flow

from the Lachlan to its in-flow into the Murrumbidgee. The amount necessary to secure

that water will not ultimately be less than from £45,000 to £50,000. The dams, of course,

are not made now, because it is not yet known where the water will go; but assuming, in

a general sense, that these immense dams, which cost from one to two thousand pounds apieee,

-will be made all the way down, I think I shall be within the mark when I state the probable

expenditare on thatout-flow from the Lachlan will be from forty to forty-five thousand pounds.

797. Do you contemplate that all these dams should be earried out by the same parties ?

Every man will carry out the dams on his own runa, when oncs he knows that in ordinary

seasond the water will run into the cutting ; then these enormons and expensive dams will

be made—such dams as sre now on the Wimmera and on the Yanko, which cost very larpe

sums of money. Mr. Desailly has pot two of them—T would almost be afraid to state the

amount of money they have cost,

798, Are you still interested in this Billibong country 7 1 am.

799, Then I anderstand your object in coming here is to give » distinet denial to the charge

of corraption which you believe to have been made against you by the Minister for Lands ?

Yes, insinuated by the Minister for Lands. T regret be is not here to-day, inasmuch as he

is reported to have said in the House—* This shewed the recklessness of the statements of the

" Honorable Member for Orange. If he had known that the Honorable Member intended

“ to make euch a speech, he would have come better prepared with documents, and have

“ made a clearer statement; but as it was, he hoped his explanation would be satisfactory

“to the Homse.” Here is the first opportunity I have had of meeting the honorable

gentleman, when he could bave brought the documents from which he said he could prove

the recklessness of my statements.

800. By Mr. Forster: 1 should like to know what are the precize points you object to in

this statement of Mr. Wilson's. I suppose there is eome truth in it, and some incorrect
assumptionsf In the first statement that Mr. Wilson makes, the insinuation is that these

reserves were made at the instancs of the squatters
801 Is it true that these reserves were made at the instance of the squatters? Entirely
untrue, as far as I can understand.

802, Is there any truth in the statement that Mr. Desailly and yourself made a personal
application? There is the letter I refor to.

803. If you were present at any interview, you are aware what took place? I was present
at an interview with the late Minister for Lands, in consequence of the letter which has
been referred to.

8§04. Then I suppose you shewed what necessity might exist for any reserves you thought
were nemwurij The interview was only in relation to the Willandra Billibong cutting.
Mr. Desailly carried on the greater portion of the conversation with the late Minister for
I]?uds 5 in fact, I was not at all aware that under the circumstances reserves could be made
there.

805. Do yon consider that reserves are necessary anywhere? If you spesk of the oliey of
the Government in respect to the matter, T do consider that reserves are advisable and
DECESSATY.

806. Do you deny that they were anywhere made on your application? Beyond that letter,

certainly. .
807. w{’:'uld there be anything improper in your making application for reserves, if you
thought them necessary ¢ Certainly not. I have made a lerge number of applications for
reserves, not one of which, however, has been gazetted—not a single one.
808. Were not you and Mr. Desailly present at the interyiew with Mr, Robertson, referred
to by Mr. Wileon? We were.
809. What was the result of that interview? We only asked Mr. Robertson to take the
letter into his consideration, which he did. :
810. Would he not have taken it into consideration without your request—what was the
object of adding a personal interview to the statements made in that letter ? Because I
;‘eueired a note from Mr. Robertson, asking me to call, with Mr. Desailly, in relation to the
etier.
B11. What did you understand was the object of this persomal interview—was it to add
anything, or make any explanation with reference to the subject of the letter? I should
imagine it was more for Mr. Desailly—who was more conversant with the matter than I was, .
having the whole management of it—to give Mr. Robertson further information than was
iven in that letter, -
12. Then you consider the chject of Mr. Robertson was, to get further information? That
I should imagine was his object.
249—H 813,
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W. Forlonge, 813, Did you supply any further information? I have mot the slightest doubt Mr.
Esq., M.P. Desailly did.
gt 814, Were you not present { I was.

20 Mar., 1866. 815, What was the general object of the conversation—was it an attempt on the part of the

Minister to obtain farther information 7 Yes, he was anzious to know how the undertaking
was going on, through what sort of land it was passing, and what sort of country it was;
and there were many other points in which be desired information, which I cannot remember
at the present moment.
816, Did you, or did Mr, Desailly, in your presence, go over any maps with Mr. Robertson or
any Government officer 7 I could mot positively say he did ; but there was a map hanging
up, and most probably Mr. Desailly pointed out where the efluence was,
817. Do you deny that you used any parliamentary or political influence in thiz or any other
interview 7 Entirely; I deny it in the mest intense form that language will admit me to
do it.
£18. You are quite sure no question was asked by Mr. Bobertson, or any statemont made by

ou, that would bear that interpretation 7 Most intensely ; I never dreamt of it.

19. Do you say the sume thing in regard to Mr. Desailly 7 Unquestionably.
820, Mr. Desailly is a man of considerable influence? Yes, he is a man of very high
ptanding.
821, ng has some politicsl influence as well 2s personal influence ! 1 do not know what you
eall political influence. He is a man of very high standing in Victoria—a man whose social
gnﬁit.inn and position generally is one of the very best in Vietoria.

22 Are you awsre whether any other squatters have had interviews with Ministers, with a
gimilar object? T am not.
#23. Was there any attempt at making your interview a secret one '  Not the slightest.
824, Was it known to the officers of the department? It might have been fo every one.
#25. In what room did it take place ? Tn Mr. Robertson’s own room, at the Lands Office.
B26. At what hour did it take place 7 Just before Junch.
£27. By Dr. Lang: I understood that it bad been stated with your approbation, at least with
your coneurrence, that you were concerned in a portion of land in the south-western interior
that you had sold, with your partner, for £80,000, of which the one half come to you ?
You were misinformed. I stated that in the House before. I have no partner. Where you
stated the land to be, was not where it was. This was a run that I sold some five years ago
to Wilson Brothers—a very valuable run, where there is a cutting the same as this Willandra
entting. I had fenced in all that run in the early days; in faet, I was the first fencer on
squatting runs in that part of the country. The improvements on that run are stated by
Mr. Carne, the appraiser, to be worth now £20,000. Tt is true T got £30,000 for the run,
but I had no pariner. I bought it from Mr. Wentworth, in o state of nature, fifteen years
ago, and then I gave him £1,000 for it. The improvements on it were stated by Mr. Carne,
the appraiser, the other day, to be worth £20,000; and I got £850,000 for it, but oot for the
right of the grass merely. No doubt T got something by it, but I only got the same as other
people. I fancy you or anybody else, if you had possession of a run, would take as much
ar you eould get for it. -
898, Mr. Piddington stated that it had beem shewn that the value of the improvements
was not more than £4,0007 I thionk Mr. Carne's statement is on record, and he states it
at about £20,000, .
§29, By the Chairman : Do you wish fo state anything to the Committee as to the policy of
these reserves generally? Perkaps it would be unnecessary for me to offer an opinion upon
that. There is the law a3 it now iz, and T think I should be almost travelling out of my
province if I were to offer an opinion whether the law should be operative or whether it
should not, or whether these reserves are made in accordance with the law or not—I presume
they are; but I may say, with reference to seeuring the public domain, that if you allow
all the frontages to be taken up by the squatters or free selectors, you will have your revenue
from your back lands or grasses very much diminished—there is no doubt about that.  There
is one statement, however, I should wish the Committee to bear in mind,—that although I
believe I am as large a holder of pastoral lands as any single individual Crown tenant in
New South Wales, [ have not on my own application got one single acre reserved to me.
8§80, By Mr. Forster: What do you mean by reserved to you? I mean to say that the
whole of my squattages are at this moment open to free selection ; no water reserves have
been made on any one of them.
831. Have you made any spplications ¥ Yes.
£32. Bat they have not been complied with up to the present? Not up to the present.
833, Were they made to the late or the present Government? To the late Government.
834, Are you aware of any reason why they have not been complied with 7 The only reason
is the one assigned in this letter :—
“ 55/1221. # Department of Laods,

¢ Bydney, 20 February, 1866.
“ Sir,
« Referring to your letter of the 16th instant, respecting your applieations for

“ water reserves on your rons, [ am direeted by Mr. Seeretary Wilson to inform you that
« the first of these applications was received on the l4th November last, and not on the
¢ 18th October, as erroneously stated in your letter. The deseription of one reserve therein
# applied for did not contain the length of the side lines and the extent, and the deseriptiona
“ of two other reserves sought did not shew that they contained water. Your agent was
« written to on the Gth ultime, to this effect, and lis reply (received on the 1st instant) is

# now under reference to the District Commissioner.
“ 3
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“ 2. The reserves applied for in your letter of the 23rd November and 9th December W. Forlonge,

“ last, were most insufficiently described. Twenty-three of the descriptions eontained no

‘ reference to water and gave no starting point, and three of them purported to embrage ———
“ improvements which rendered reservation unnecessary. These descriptions were allowed 20 Mar,, 1886,

 to bo amended also; the amended deseriptions were received on the 22pd December last,
i the originals being returned to the Crown Lands Office on the 20th instant.

“3. All your applications which were in accordance with the requirements of the
“ minute issued by the late Minister for Lauds, were under consideration, with numerous
** others, but the publieation of them was not anthorized by the late Minister.

. “ T have, &c.,
W, Forlonge, Bag., M.L.A® “ M. FITZAPATRICK.
g2, faq

£35. Then your applications are still before the Government ?  Yes, my amended appliations.
By thia letter, even my amended applications were received on the 22nd December, and yet
they were not gazetted.

B36. By the Chairman : Why did you put off making these spplications to so late a period ?
I made themn on the 18th November and 14th Oectober.

837. Btill you must have been aware, all through the year, more especially when the
attention of the public was drawn to it by the eircular of December, 1864, that the matter
was presaing; and being so extensive in its operation, would require very great time to enable
the department to deal satisfactorily with it? [ neither saw that nor knew anything about
it, till the minute of September wos izsued from the Lands Office. _

838. Was it not a subject of conversation among squatters, to prepare for the 1st of January,
1866, when the runs would be open to free selection?  No, until lately it was not.

839. Dr. Wilson never denied writing that letter to you? He did; he totally denied it, as
will be seen from the following report of what took place in the Bouse. I am reported to
have said this to the House :— He wounld read what the honorable gentleman's letter said.
¢ In reply to the firat of his applications, which he affirmed were semt in on the 14th
“ Oetober, the Honorable Minister said they were not uatil the 14th November; and next
“ he said that these were not returned to his office until the 2nd and 21st February.
“[Mr. Wilson : No, the 215t and 220d February.] Let it be the 21st and 22nd.  Now,
 what said the honorable gentleman's letter 7 The reserves applied for in your letter
“ were most insafficiently deseribed. Twenty-three of them contained mo reference to
““ water sapply.’ Now he contended that they were as full, ample, and sufficient aa any
‘ that had been gawetted. The letter then went om to say—° The amended descriptions
“ were received on the 22nd December. [Mr. Wilson: Mot atall.] The honorable
“ gentleman would believe his own letter. [Mr. Wilsen: No] However, the letter
“ gays—* The amended descriptions wore received on the 22nd December last, the eriginals
“ being returned to the Crown Lands Office on the 20th ipstant.” Now, did the honorable

“ pentleman try to draw a distinction between the original and smended desoription, and -

“ mean to say the originals were ot receivable, and that the amended were the real omes?
“ If the Honoreble Minister did so, he could tell the honorable gentleman that the original
“ applications were those on which the elaim was based, and that the amended ones were
¢ furnished only at the desire of the Government. But even taking the Honorable Secre-
“ tary’s view, would he now, in the face of this letter, contend that they were not returned
 to his office until the 21st and 220d Febroary ! [ Mr, Wilson: Tdo] The letter came
¢ from the Lands Office, and was signed, M. Fitzpatrick. [Mr Filson: The honorable
“ gentleman has misunderstood it.] There was the 2¥nd December clear enocugh.
“ [Ayr. Wilson : Bead the whele letter.] He had no objection to do so.” And then I read
the letter, .

840. By My. Forster : What about this reserve that you and Mr. Desailly went to Mr.
Robertson about—was that a reserve on your run or on Mr. Desailly's? A portion of my
rum, & portion of Mr. Desailly's run, a portion of Mr. Ryan's rtun, o portion of Mr.
Brougham's run, & portion of Mr. Kennedy's run, and portions of many others.

841. Was no reserve made there 7 I never applied for any reserves there beyond this,
842, When you say that all the runs you hold are open to free selection, do you include the
run & portion of which is included in the Willandra Beserve? No. The Willandra Rilli-
bong is an exception ; that is & general reserve—mot o particular reserve for me; it extends
down the watercourse of this ereek, and isnot an individual reserve for myself,

843. Thisis not one of the reserves under the September minute? No, it was made before
that. .

844. Do you not consider it a great advantage that this stoppage of your applications took
place as a means of entirely clearing yourself from the imputations made? I will not offer
an opioion upon that.

845. By the Chairman : Have you any wish to say anything further ? No, I thivk I have
said-all I bave to say. T much regret the Minister for Lands is not here to-day in his place,
to hove supplied the Commitiee with those documents which he stated or insinuated would
have proved to the satisfaction of the Committee that I made reckless statements. I should
have been glad if he had been here. 1 think it iz not well that a gentleman in his position
should muke these insinwations, and when be has an opportunity o meet me face to face—
for be well knew I was to be examined bere to-day—negleets to avail himself of it to sube
stantiste his insinuations. T would ask from the Commitiee that, if T have done aught that
resevves reprebension, they will mot spare me—I1 ask for no meroy; but if, on the other
hand, they feel that these insinuations are not borne out, I ask that they will exonerate me,

John
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Jobn Hoberteon, Eeq., farther examined :—
J. Bﬂ'bﬂﬂm- 846. By the Chairman : The Committes understand that you wish to correet, or add to,
some portion of your former evidence? Some Member of the Committes aslked me, the
"_"'*"'"" other day, whether the statement in an article in the Ewmpire, having a diagram of the mode
20 Mar, 1866- i which it was alleged Jands bad been token wp on the whole frontage of ruma by the
squatters, under pre-emptive right, was eorreoct, and 1 said I thought I had seen the diagram
before—in fact, I was almost sure I hod—and that the difference between the statement in
the Empire and what was really the fact was, that the recommendation to deal with the
matter in that way had been refused by me, instead of having been found in full working
when the present Ministry came into office. I eeid also, thet I thought it would be found
on a paper dealing with the cases of Mr. Parnell and Mr. Macleay. Now, all that I said
then I find is entirely acourate, excepting that the refusal T wrote in the matter was not on
the cases of Mr. Parnell and Mr. Macleay, nor were these the cases where the disgram appeared.
.The case where the diagram appeared in the Land Office was on a covering paper dealing
with the ease of Miller, Bear, and M‘Mahon. The record number is 66/45 ; my minute is
dated 15th January, , aud ia as follows :—* I cannot think that so large a claim for
“ frontage should ba allowed to purchasers by pre-emptive right.  The interpretation of the
“ Act alluded to by the Deputy Surveyor CGeneral was quite far eoough in favour of the
“ leaseholder. There will be no objection to allow him to amend his application, and apply
* for the usual quantity of land in such cases allowed ; bat it muost be taken having some
“ reasonable regard to the proper proportion of back land for frontage. Jomw R That
was sent to the Surveyor Gencral, on the 15th January. I find that, among the papers on
which I wrote, was a minute in which the Deputy Surveyor General had remmmengsd the
sale in accordance with thas diagram ; and I wrote on the marginal note to that portion of
hiz minute applicable to it, the following :—*The law evidently, in its policy, views
¢ residence upon and improvement of the land, as of greater value to the State than it does
“ money payment, Jouw R.” Having stated that the only real difference between what
appears in the Empire and the resl fagt was, that whereas the Empire alleged that the
grantiniiﬂf pre-emptive rights on the basis of this diagram was in full working when the
Eresent- Tinistry came in, it had been absolutely refused, I now give the proof of its having
een refused, by referring to my minute refusing it. I hope the Committee will take mcn.na
to sscertain how that disgram came into the bends of the proprietors of the Empire.
cannob bub think that some uofair play has ocecurred in regard to this matter. It seems
to me that some person, who lLns at the Lands Office, had the opportunity of looking at these
papers, has read the recommendation of the Deputy Burveyor Geoeral, but omitted to look
at the minute refusing it, aud has carried to that newspaper an entirely false impression of
the effect of these papers. Now I think it is only fair to me it should be kvown who was
guilty of conduct like that. It must be easily known how this diasgram eame into the hands
of the Empire proprietors—how came it away from the papers in the office 7 It may be
that some people think this matter of no consequence ; but the statement has been put forth,
thonsands of people Lave read it, and this diagram is before them, evidently an official paper,
with this atrocious misrepresentation, the very reverse having been the course I pursued.
847. By Mr. Forster : Do you think it worth while correcting anything that appears in the
Empire ? I dare say it may not be ; it may or may not be—that is matter of opiniom;
but I think it is worth while to know how this official document, coupled with this gross
misrepresentation, came to be in the hands of these people.
848, By the Chairman: May I ask if this is the article to which you allude, in the
Ewmpire of the Tth March :— But will it be believed that certain runholders, instead of
“ heing confined to the exercise of their right upon the particular stations or blocks in
#“ respect of which the pre-emptive right acerued, bave been allowed to select, upon the
“ banks of the Rivers Murray and Murrumbidgee, as many square miles as they hold blocks,
“ no matter how distant? The consequence is, that with the exception of the reserves, all,
¢ or nearly all of the lands on the borders of these magnificent navigable rivers, have been
“ monopolized, and the runs thereby rendered useless to any bot their present holders.
“ Beversl of the parties who have taken advantage of this illegal—this grossly dishonest
# permission, to a great extent, are said to be Melbourne capitalists and bankers. The
“ matter ia one that demsnds a prompt and searching investigation ; and in order that the
¢ hlame, wherever it rests, should be placed upon the right shoulders, the inguiry should be
“ gonducted without respect to party or personal considerations.
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f In order the hetfer to explain what has been done, we bave prepared the above rough J. Robertsom,

“ diagram, representing several blocks of country on the banks of the Murrumbidgee River.

“ Nos. 1, 2, and 3, are separate Tups. No. 1 contaios five stations or blocks, of twenty-five qr-'“‘-—\
“ gyuare miles each ; No. 2 eontains three blocks, and No. 8 also three blocks or stations. 20 Mar., 1866.

“ Now, instead of exercising their pre-emptive rights on these thirteen separate stations or
“ blocks (&, B, ¢, D, B, B, G, H, I, K, L), a3 required by the Act, the lessees have been
“ allowed to take up all the land to which they claimed to be entitled on the river banks—
“ (see @, by e, d, ¢, f, g, B, %, &, {)—each representing a mile of water frontage; and this
* improper exercise ugtheir pre-emptive rights has absorbed the whole of the river frontage,
 with the exception of the three square miles marked with stars (thus *), which are
* proclaimed as reserves; and these being also in their uncontrolled possession, all approach
 to the water is completely cut of.  'We do not pretend to know under whose sanction or
“ jostructions this infamous public robbery has been perpetrated, and it iz impossible to
“ pscertain as yet to what extent it has been carried; but we understand that when the
“ present Minister for Laods took offies he found the system in full operation, and
 immediately put a stop to it.” Is there any truth in that? There is this much truth in
it,—that this matter was laid before me, with this diagram, or a one similar, and with it a
recommendation that it should be carried out; but instead of <its being in full working
when Mr, Wilson came into office, I wrote the minute I have just read refusing it, and it
mever was in operation.

849, In that or any other case? No.

850. The article says—* we have prepared the above rough dingram”—you say you believe
it was prepared in the Surveyor General's Department?  Yes, it can be easily seen whether
it was go or not. - The ease having the diagram was first laid before Mr. Cowper, as Aeting
Lands Minister, but he did oot deal with it. When I came back to offiee, Mr, Fitzpatrick
said to me, laughingly, * Mr. Cowper did not like this matter, and he has left it for you”
He gave me the papers, and T wrote that minute refusing it, at onee.  That is the distine-
tion between the truth aod the untruth. There is some truth in it—that is, that the diagram
was prepared, but that it was in full operation at all is utterly untrne. I thiok it iz an
atrocious thing that these lies should be circulated about me in the manner in which they
have been.

851. By Mr. Forster: Are you the only person about whom the, Empire eirculates lies?
I think I have had my share of lies and misrepresentations, at any rate. It has been stated
too—it has been insinuated in several directions—by Mr. Hay, by Mr. William Macleay,
by lots of gentlemen in the House—that there is'some imputation against me~—that I have
done something improper in favour of Mr. Forlonge. Why, it turns out now that what T did
was to stop every reserve on his ruos, vot koowingly, but because from the first moment
1 went back to office, being dissatisfied with the manner in which the rescrves had been
issued ; and a large bundle more being brought to me to pas, I said no, I will examine
every one before I do s0; and it so happened, that those in Mr. Forlonge's runs being in
that bundle did not pass, and that not one single reserve under my minute of September
was made on any run of his; so that in every regard these statements are false, Npot. that
I should not have passed Mr. Forlonge's the same as any one else’s, but I was so dissatisfied
with the action that had taken place with regard to returns already proclaimed, that I deter-
mined to isene no more without strict examination. If the charge bad been that T had made
Mr. Forlonge suffer by stopping reserves upon his runs, it would bave been untrue, yet much
lessunjustthan that Thadfavouredhim. Thereisone thing I would mention before T conclude,—
that [ think it is only fair to me, that Mr. Fitzpatrick should be ealled again to give his testi-
mouy with regard to one matter of the pre-emptive right sales. The Committee, ] am aware,

was only called upen to deal with and to report upon the question of the temporary water «

reserves ; but the matter of these pre-emptive rights was introduced afier Mr. Fitzpatrick's first
evidence had been given, by several questions put to the Deputy Surveyor General by Mr.
Lueas ; and I think that as it was on Mr. Fitzpatrick's recommendation, and on his minute,
that the course adopted with regard to pre-emptive purchases on thess large stations was
taken, he ought to be examined on that particular matter; he understands it thoroughly;
he is the oldest servant in the Public Service in connection with the Lands Department, and
hag had more to do with it than any other, having been much in the confidence of Mr. Dens
Thomson for many years before Responsible Government, and baving been Under Secretary
for Lands during the whole peried sinee Responsible Government. His views having been
acted opon by the Government, with regard to this guestion of pre-emptive right, I think
it is only fair his testimony should be taken upon it. When he was here before, the question
was the question of reserves, but you have now got to the question of pre-emptive right.

WEDNESDAY,
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MINUTEE OF EVIDENCE TAKEN REFORE THE SELECT COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAT, 28 MARCH, 1866,

JPregent :—

Me. WILSON, Me. TIGHE,
Ma. CUNNEEN, Mr. FORSTER,

CHARLES COWPER, Esq., 1¥ THE CHATR.

Michael Fitzpatrick, Esq., called in and further examined :—

852. By Mr. Wilson: TfI recollect right, Mr. Robertson retired from the office of Secretary
for Lands in the month of Oetober Jast? T think he did.

868. Do you recollect the date of his accepting office again as Secretary for Lands? 4th
January.

854. After his return to office on the 4th of January, did he in any way allude to the cir-
cumstanee of his not intending to lay an abstract of the reserves for water supply that had been
proclaimed in December, before both Houses of Parliament, or were there any steps taken
in the office to prepare such an abstract, with a view of laying it before Parlisment? There
were steps taken in the office by me, immediately after the publication of the proclamations
themselves, by the issue of an instruction to the Burveyor General to have them prepared
for Parliament. When Mr. Robertson came again into office, I reminded him of the fact
that these abstracts had not been received from the Survey Office, and I believe, sir, I
reminded you in the same way when you eame into office,

355, When you reminded Mr., Robertson, did he intimate to you that it was oot his inten-
tion to place the abstract before Parliament? He did not.

8566. Consequently there were no steps taken in the office to stay the preparation of that
ahstraet 7 Not to my knowledge—not by or throngh me.

857. Did you see the Empire newspaper of the Tth Mareh, in which there was an article
ahout pre-smptive purchascs, and a disgram ! T have no doubt I did,

858, You will ses, at page 60 of the Minutes of Evidence taken before this Committee, a copy
of that diagram—will you be kind enough to state to the Committee whether you ever saw
such a diagram as that before? I saw a diagram like it in some respects. 1 am speaking
from memory, and I have not seen it for a long time; but a diagram submitted by the
Deputy Surveyor General, to illustrate the effect of an interpretation of the regulations
relating to pre-emptive rights in a particalar case, was like this in some respeets—not, I
think in all, but in many partieulars,—as it seems to parcel out the water frontage with
reference to letters indicating different blocks, and certain reserves marked here with asterisks,
which I understand to be identical with the water reserves on the run. As to the rest of
the lines, I think they are not only not identical, but not very like the other—1 mean
the subdivisions of the block. '

859, This disgram you allude to was not a diagram on an applieation for pre-emptive right
by any person, but a diagram drawn by the Deputy Surveyor General in illustration? Tt
was a diagram to illustrate what would be the effect if the application were complied with.
860, Have you ever seen a diagram like that upon any application for the exercise of pre-
emptive right ! Do you mean a diagram by the applicant ! -

861. By the applicant ! Never to my Enowledge.

862. Have you seen a diagram to illustrate a proposition for dealing with these pre-emptive
rights in the office, similar to that? Yes, similar to the extent which I explained before—
a general similarity, shewing the division of the water frontage particularly.

863. Was that diagram laid before Mr. Robertson, for his decision on the subject? Yes.
#64. Did be make a mioute on it? He wrote a minute on the cage.

865, Was that a case actuslly ocewrring, or s supposed case? It was a case actually
ooeurring.

866. Do you recollect whose case it was? I think it was the case of Miller, Bear, and
MMahon,

$67. Did you ever receive any instructions at all from Mr. Robertson, with regard to making
preparations for the reserves necessary to be made in the Unsettled Districts at the expiration
of the leases 7 Not to my knowledge ; the instructions would not have been given to meo.
568. Did any written instructions on that subject come through your hands as Under
Secretary ¥ Not that I reeollect.

869, Would you be kind enough to state to the Committee what are the privilages given to
syuatters, with regard to pre-emptive rights, under the Orders in Couneil 7 ) I helieve,
speaking from memory, under the Orders in Couneil a squatter had a pre-emptive right to
the whole of his run, subject to disallowance by the Government.

870, And that right was held by them until the passing of the Crown Lands Oceupation
Act of 18617  Yes; subject to the right which the Executive Government always asserted,
to qualify the exercize of that privilege by refusing portions of land, and by withdrawing
from the leasshold any extent that might be desired.

871. Such reservations being for public purposes 7~ Ves. .
872. You prepared s minute that was laid before Mr. Robertson, with regard to pre-emptive
purchases under the Crown Lands Ocoupation Act? I did, in one particular case.

878, Have you any wish to give any explanation to the Committee with regard to your
views on that matter? None whatever, unless the Committee desire it. That is a matter
for which I am responsible to the Minister, but beyond that it was my view which I adopted
after reflection, and which I adhere to. Tt was adopted by the Minister for the time being,
and was a matter of considerable intrisacy.

874, You are aware that a copy of that minute has been ordered to be laid before the Com-
mittee, and placed in evidence? I am. 875,

gt
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875. You do not wish to supplement it at all with any remarks ? Not as far as T am concerned,
1f there is anything that requires explanation, T shall be glad to give it.

876. By the Chairman : The minute to which Dr. Wilson alludes is that which you prepared
when Mr. Robertson requested the opinion of yourself, Mr. Moriarty, and Mr, Adaws, on
the subject with which it deals ? It did not arise exsctly in that way. An application wos
made for the exercise of pre-ewptive right, Ithink in Parnell's ease. The Deputy Surveyor
General sent up a report to me, for the Minister, on that case, pointing out what he coneeived
to be a difficulty in applying the regulations to the case, and recommending a certain course,
which was, I think, speaking from memory, a propossl that his department should arbitrarily
divide the run into blocks of twenty-five square miles, and let them bave their pre-emption
accordingly. I sent that case to Mr. Moriarty, aa being one that came within the scope of
his duties, and he reported, at some length, offering a somewhat different view, namely, that
instead of the department proposing an arhitrary subdivisicn, the lessse should be ealled
upon to make such a proposal. Tt then came into my hands, and I conceived it to be my
duty to offer an opinion. I drew up a third memo. and sobmitted it to the Minister.
I thought then, and think still, that that prepertion formed an element in the law—that the
pre-emption intended to be conferred was one square mile for every twenty-five square miles,
and in like proportion ; and therefore T recommended that, instead of what seemed to be the
difficult, if not impossible course of baving an arbitrary subdivision into blocks of twenty-
five square miles, the lessee might be allowed to exercise bis pre-emption in the proportion
of one section for every twenty-five square miles in the undivided run. That was how it
ecame about. The Minister, after considerable reflection, approved of my recommendation.
877. Haus that principle been acted upon invariably sinee! T cannot say; I think it has
been acted upon in some cases; but the Deputy Surveyor General would know better, In
the case to which allusion has been made—DMiller, Bear, and M‘Mahon—the Deputy Sur-
veyor (General eonsulted mwe about it, becanse he said that the application of the principle
seemed to give undue advantage in the acquisition of water frontage. On my recommen-
dation, he submitted the case fully, with an illustrative tracing, to Mr. Robertson, who
refused to comply with the request.

878. Do you remember the case ! Tt was the case of Miller, Bear, and M‘Mahon.

879, That applieation was refuzed? Yes

880. Can you state whether I, while acting as Minister for Lands, ever decided any case
gimilar to that? [ do not think you did. I think that case was submitted to yoni.

881, And I pestponed it for Mr. Robertson's return to office, or any other successor 7 Yea.

Philip Franecis Adams, Bsq., Deputy Surveyor General, called in and further examined :—
882. By Mr. Wilson: Did you prepare an illustrative plan shewing the action of pre-
emptive rights, with a view of laying it before the Minister for Lands? The only sketches
or plans that T recollect ever submitting were the sketches furnished by the applicants, or

the position of applications may have been charted on a sketeh to illustrate the application. 28 Mar., 1866,

It was either way—I could not say which.
883, Do you recolleet the case of Miller, Beer, and M‘Mahon, that was sobmitted to the
Minister for his decizsion ¥ I do.
884, Was there a sketeh or chart attached to that case ?  There was. .
885. Have you gob the papers in that case? I think they are before the Commitice.
286, Waa that {;%hu sent up? I eould not say. ( Witness evamined o number of fracings
Lying on the Table.) I do not think it is here. _
887. Do you recollect the nameof the ran?  « Groungle.” There is a diagram here very
similar to it.
888. In the case of the * Beabula” run ?  Yes,
8589, Who ia the lessee of that Tun 7 Mr, E. B. Cornish.

- B90. You state that this diagram is very like the ome in the case of Miller, Bear, and
M:Mahom ! Yes.
891, The case of Miller, Bear, and M*Mahon, was laid before Mr. Robertson 7 Tt was.
892, He came to a decision in the case ? He did.
893. In whose posscesion has the diagram relating to that case been sinee then ? I presume
it is with the papers.
894, Where are the papers? Kither in the Surveyor General’s Office or the Lands
Department.
890, Is the diagram in that case at all like the one you will see at page G0 of the evidenes,
which is & copy of one that appeared in the Fmpire on the 7th March? Not a bit. 1t has
a sort of resemblance, but it 1= not the diagram,
806, Have you ever seen such o disgram as this on page 60 in the office at all?  Not this
one; I never saw it.
£897. Have you ever seen a diagram in the office like the one that appeared in the Fnpive
Not that I remember ; it is not like a diagram that would come from the Survey Office.
898. Then if a statement has been made that this diagram is similar to one that was made
in the Survey Office, and that s copy of it has been given out to the Empire, you think
that statement cannot be correct 7 That is impossible.
899, Will you be kind enough to provide the Bummittm with a copy of that diagram in the
case of Miller, Bear, and M*Mahon ¥ T will.
900. Then under these eircumstances, in your opinion, no person in connection with the
Surveyor General's Department can be to blame for h:wing given a copy of this disgram out

63

Michael
Fitzpatrick,
Eaq.
b
25 Mar,, 1566,

P. F. Adama,
Esq,
If""L.nL-F"\

of the offiee to the Enpire newspaper for publication ?  Not that disgram at page 60, It is’

not like anything that belongs to any of the cases under consideration.
a01.
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P, F. Adams, 901, By the Chairman : Has no disgram ever heen in your possession, or been scen by you,

of which thiz could be called even o modification ¥  No, there has not.

===~ 002, By Mr. Cunneen: Was the diagram in Miller, Bear, and M:Mahon's case sent in when
28 Mar., 1866. the application was made for the pre-emptive right? I could not from recollection say

exactly ; but if it was not, it was prepared in the office from the deseriptions themselves, fur-
nished by the application to illustrate them, and shew exactly what was applied for. It
might have been a deseription furnished by the applicant, but it ja immaterial—it would be
the same diagram, whether or no.
%03. When you say “to shew what was applied for,” you mean the pre-emptive rights?
£a.
904, Was that diagram in no respeet like that to which your attention has been called ?
No, the only thing apparently coincident would be, the frontage being all oecupied by
applications under pre-emptive right and water reserves,
905. Would those be the ssme in both disgrams ? It would not have the same appearance
as that at all. That is an extremely exaggerated case, beyond the case itself, and I do not
believe that was ever prepared from the disgram in the * Groungle” case, or any other case
that T am aware of.
906. Is it the fact that, when the present Minister for Lands went into office, you were
allowing pre-emptive purchases in the Lands Department, according to those shewn on this
disgram ¥ No, we were not,
907. Tt cannot be a fact, then, that the present Minister put a stop to the sale of such reservea ¥
I consider the case submitted to Mr. Robertson, on which he decided against it, stopped the
principle altozether, if it ever existed, which, in fact, it did not, for a case so glaring as that
mever came into the office before, and we should not have passed it if it had, This was such
an unusual application that it was submitted specially, dealt with specially, and refused.
908. Do you koow how many pre-emptive rights Miller, Bear, avd M'Mabon applied for on
the frontage of that run? T could not say without the papers.
909. Do you koow the extent of frontage on the run? I do net recollect, but the tracing
will shew,
910. Do you know whether thoy applied for any of these pre-emptive rights to be contiguouns,
az represented bere ¥ Yes, occupying all the space oot taken up by water reserves or by
village reserves, or otherwise reserved,

911. By Mr. Wilson : Could you explain to the Committee the difference that exists
between the course anthorized by Mr. Robertson, with regard to pre-emptive rights, and
that aunthorized by myself sinee T came into office ¥ The course adopted by yourself
altogether restricts pre-emptive right. TUnder the previous action we were held responsible
for not allowing the public estate to be injured by over-ezercise of the pre-emptive right ;
now we are distinctly stopped from anything of the kind—there is no responsibility with
us now—it is completely restricted, and confined to certain definite limits, "We had
sufficient lutitude allowed us under the previous decision, and were held responsible, but not
80 NOW.

912, That is to say, the operation of the right of pre-emption was not limited by Mr.
Bohertson to one portion, and no more, not exceeding G40 acres out of each block of twenty-
five square miles that the run contained, but they were allowed in some cases to exercize the
pre-emptive Tight in proportion to the npumber of areas of twenty-five square miles that the
run contained? Y&s, where no reason appeared to the contrary.

913. Consequently, there was a diseretionary power left in the hands of the officers of the
department, which is now entirely taken away? That is s0.

914. By the Chairman : That was under Mr. Fitzpatrick’s minute to which allusion has
been made in the evidence ¥ Yea,

015. Then if & statement was made, that a system was in full operation under which pre-
emptive purchascs could be made according to that diagram which appeared in the Empire,
it is mot true ¥ Tt is a gross exaggeration of the facts, As I have said, the Chief Commis-
sioner and myself had, under the previous decision, a general diseretion which now we have
not, but as public officers we should never have exerted it, or allowed it to pass in a way
prejudicial to the public estate. :
916. By Mr. Forster: Do you generally look at the articles in the Empire 7 Sometimes ;
if my attention is called to anything that I ought to read, I always do so.

917. Have you noticed generally that the Empire, in speaking or professing to give accounta
of what oceurs in public offices of which you have any knowledge, is in the habit of telling
the truth—would you place any reliance on statements made in that paper gemerally con-
cerning transactions in your own office # I would rather not answer that question,

918. By Mr. Wilson: With regard to reserves made for water supply, lately or since the
passing of the Act, would you be kind enough to tell the Committes when you first received
any instructions from Mr. Robertson with regard to the proclamation of water reserves, and
reserves for other publie purposes, in the Unsettled Districts 7 I could not recollect, because
it has been 2 matter of conversation more or less, ever sinee I have been employed in my
present eapacity.

919. Do you recallect Mr. Robertson drawing up a minute, with regard to the water reserves
in the Unsettled Districts, in the year 1863, before he went out of office? I do not recollect
anything beyond conversation. No -instructions of that kind were drawn up that I recol-
lect.

920. There was no minute drawn up? T think not—nothing that I can recollect in the
charaoter of an official minute, If there had been even an unofficisl note or memorandum
of sufficient importance, I should have preserved it, 021
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921, Was there any memorandum prepared calling the attention of the surveyors to the P. ¥, Adams,

necessity of this duty, in 1863, by Mr. Robertson, or by you under his instructions? There
was none in 1863 that I recollect, '

922, When were the first instruetions issued to the surveyors ! In December, 1864.

923. Then if Mr. Robertson states that those instructions jssued jn December, 1864, while
I was in office, were based upon a memorandum written by him in 1863, before he went cut
of office, he must be labouring under some mistake? T think he iz. I have very little
doubt the principle was canvassed in conversation with him in 1863, but I do not recollect
any memo. passing from him to me at that time—not in 1868,

924. Will you be kind enough to look in your office, to see if there is any sach memoran-
dum, and if there is will you give us a copy of it? I will*

925, With regard to the instructions issued in 1864, and addressed to surveyors, wers they
furwarded to district surveyors only? They were forwarded to all distriet surveyors and
enlaried surveyors, and certain of the licensed surveyors who were employed in localities
where they would have an opportunity of putting them in practice,

926, They were issued to all surveyors, whether licensed, or salaried, or district BUCVEYOTE,
who were likely to be of any use to the Government in recommending these reservations ?
Precizely so.

927. The action in the matter was not restricted to distriet surveyors! Nao.

928. There were certain instructions prepared in the year 186G5—those instructions that
have been laid upon the table (Appendiz A No. 2), and alluded to in the evidence as the
memorandum of September last—by whom were those instructions prepared ! This memao.

was prepared by me; I wrote the draft of this under personal iostructions from Mr.

Robertson.,

929. Have you the original draft that you prepared? I think it is somewhere in my
SERFI01L. N

d0. Was there much alteration made by Mr. Roberteon in that draft as drawn by you ?
There were several amendments.

931. Were the smendments all made by Mr. Robertson? There were some made by
Mr. Robertson, but they were prineipally made by his suggestion, if I recollect right, in
talking over the matter after he had seen my draft.

932. Will you be kind enough to send in your original draft as prepared by you? I will
(Vide Appendiz F)

933. In these instructions, marked A No. 2, is not permission granted to parties to make
applications for reserves gemerally over their runs, even where tﬁm water is tolerably well
distributed 7 T consider so. :

934. Do you think that is necessary with a view of preserving water supply? 1 do.

985. In what way? T consider that the proper watering places should be secured at once
for the runs ; whether itis the only water on the back run or not, the best should be secured
in about the same proportion as it would be even if it were scarce.

936. In a well watered country, do you think it advisable to reserve from sale as much as
640 acres in each 4,000 acres? It would be rather tog large a reservation, where the country
is well watered.

937. Bupposing a lessee in the Unsettled Districts had made application for a certain number
of reserves of this description, is there anything in the Survey Office that would enable you
to form a judgment a8 to whether thess reserves were required or not, or,in other words, can
you, in the Survey Office, determine the necessity or otherwise of these reserves ? No; and
I may add that I have recommended a great number of reserves, in consequence of not being
certain how many were actually required or how many not. I would rather make a mueh
greater number of reserves than are necessary than make one too little, beeanse the injury
done would be irrevocable in the one case, whereas the worst that could happen in the
other would be, that an intending selector might be kept for a month or two out of what
he wanted to get.

938. By Myr. Lucas: Is it likely these reserves will be measured, and revoked or perma-
nently reserved, within the next twelve months 7 Decidedly,

939. The whole of them? Not the whole of them; but as soom as we become aware that
resorves are not required, they will be revoked.

940. How long is that likely to be? It could be done in s month, in fact as soon as we are

sure of the necessity for it. It would have to go before the Exzecutive Couneil, and two
weeks is the shortest time that it eould be done in.

941. But before that is done, you have to send an officer to inspect the reserve ! I under- .

stand you to ask, how soon after it became apparent that the reserve was unnecessary eould
the revocation take place. . :
942. No. You say the worst that eould happen from making an unnecessary reserve, would
be to keep a selector from taking the land he required for about & month. Can it be done in
a month? It is perfectly possible it might be dooe in less than a month.

3. By Mr. Wilson : If it has been stated that it was possible, from the information that
exiata in’ the Lands Department in Sydney, to determine the positien and necessary extent
of the reserves throughout the Unsettled Districts—do you think that by any possibility
could be done? No, we have not the information to enable us to determine, in all cases,
whether it is necessary or not.

944. If the positions of reserves, even (say) on water frontage, were to be determined in
Sydney without local inspection on the spot, is it not very probable some localities might be
reserved which were inaccessible to water ? Certainly.

945. Consequently, they would be of no use for the purposes for which they were reserved ?
They would not. ET

* After gearch and inquiry none could he fonnd.
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946, After the reserves were proclaimed in December, 1865, are you aware whether steps
were taken to prepare an abstract to be laid before Parlisment? Yes,

947. Was that done before Mr. Robertzon came again into office, or after ! T could not say,
for it was not done under my direction.

948. Are you aware whether there were any steps taken by Mr. Robertson to stop the
pr%paratiun of that abstract after he came back to office ? I never heard of any.

94Y. Are you aware, 28 a faect, whether they went on preparing this abstract while he was
in office ¥ T think so.

950, There is a memorandum, I believe, of Mr. Robertson's, in the office, to this effect,—
i I should like to have laid before me without delay, any complaints that may reach this
“ office or that of the Surveyor General, on the subject of any of the numerous reservations
# regently made for water supply. It will be proper to examine, at az early o time 23 may
“ be procticable, the whole of them, and to rescind the reservation of such as may be
“ found unnecessary, but no doubt the more pressing cases will be those against which
“ gomplaints are made.” Can you inform me whether this minute was written before or after
the subject of these reserves was brought before the notice of the publie in the public papers ?
I could not say distinetly, bat I believe it was afier notice had been taken of the reserves.
951. Have you remarked in that minute the expressions used—¢ It will be proper to
“ gxamine, at as early & time 83 may be practieable, the whole of them, and to rescind the
“ reservation of such ss may be found to be unnecessary”—Would you understand from that
minute that it was the iotention of Mr. Robertson at onee to rescind the whole of the
reservea ! It never oceurred to me to examine it with that view, but it might or might not.
952, He saya bere—* and to reseind the reservation of suech as may be fonnd unnecessary.”
After examination, would you imagine from that, that it was his intention to reseind the
whole of them without exsmination ¥ No, I should not.

953. Have you a copy of the Government Gozeite in which these reservations were
proclaimed ? I have my noted copy.

864, Will you be kind enoogh to turn to page 2033—but before drawing your attention to
the particular reserves I wish to refer you to, I will ask a question in cooncetion with the
subject,—whether you, as Deputy Surveyor General, have any better opportunity of judging
of the propriety or extent of reserves in the Unsettled Districts than any other officer in the
Department of Lands?  After the Surveyor General, I should say T was the hest authority
in the office in Sydoey.

955. What means have you of judging of the necessity and extent of reservations in the
Unsettled Districts—those distriets of which you have no maps or choris? I thought you
alluded only to the officers of the Survey Department. I consider the Chief Commissioner
o better judge than I am of the necessity and extent of these reservationa in unsorveyed
districts. :

956. Have the Unsettled Districts been surveyed and charted? Some of them have, some
have not.

957, In those which have not been surveyed or charted, have you any means of determining
the nature of the country, and the way in which it is watered, from information in your
office 7 Very little.

958, Consequently it would be of wery little use, I should imagine, to refer to the Survey
Office in such cases for an opivion as to the necessity of reserves? We could not give the
information.

959, It has been stated in evidence—I eannot put my hand exaetly on the point—that all
these reserves that have been made, even in the Unsettled Districts, which were unsurveyed,
ghould have been sent to you for your examination and approval. Were you in a position to
have given any opinion at all in these reserves ! I could not have dealt with them.

960. Then if any reflections have been cast upon you for not having dealt with them, you
think they are hardly just? They conld ouly ]Ea'rﬂ arisen out of & misapprehension of what
was required to be done by us. As a professional department, the Survey Department cannot
be expected to deal with questions of unsurveyed country ; it deals specially with matters
beyond doubt—defined matters. Our deseriptions are definite and professional deseriptions.
961. Then, under that supposition, the reserves with which you have had to deal have
ouly been these in the surveyed parts of the country? FPrecisely.

962, And there was very little use in Mr. Moriarty sending to you for your professional
advice 18 to reserves in the onsettled and unsurveyed portion of the Colony ? 1 do not see
the advantage at all.

963, Are you aware there was o certain reserve made on the Willandra Billibong ? T am—
a special one.

964, Was that reserve forwarded by the Chief Commissioner to the Surveyor General's
Office 7 I think it came in that way.

965, Do you recollect his object in so doing? I should imagine it came to us to be further
dealt with. [t was on a surveyed frontage; and therefore the Chief Commissioner could
not be expected to draw so good & deseription as we could.

966, In that particular case it had been surveyed ¥ Yes,

967, Was the extentof the WillandraBillibong reserve determined before it came toyou? Yes.
968, And all that you had to do, that partieular portion baving been surveyed, was to draw
a professional deseription? Yea.

869, This Willandra Billibong, from the cireumstance of itz haviog been s surveyed country,
was quite an exceptional case from unsurveyed portions of other distrieta? TPreeisely, and
dealt with scoordingly.

970. I will now draw your attention to page 2933 of the Government azetfe, containing
these reserves, and I will ask you whether the reserve No. 208, ag deseribed there, was
recommended by you or not? Noj that is one of thoese that were gazetied, as was explained
in the evidence of the Chief Commissioner. 971.
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971. Tt is not one of yours? No. In my former evidence my attention was called to these, P. F. Adams,

and I have looked through them ; and I question very much; although they were not inten-

tionally gazetted, whether they can be done without. I find they are nearly all town sites, ="

or crossing-place sites, reserved from lease many years ago.

972, Will you be kind enough to tell us whether No. 208 is one of these? Yes, it is.

973. 1a that a reserve for a town site? Tt is the aren aeross the river opposite the town of
Canowindra. Probably—I can only speak from inference—it is & reserve required for
suburban lands to that town.

974. With regard to No. 210, is that one recommended by you? It is one of the same
category. I presume that it is required ; and if it had not got in through an accident, it
would have been in by intention.

975. Was it recommended by you? No. The matter iz fully explained by the Chief
Commisgioner, in his evidenoce. i

976. And although No. 208-is 5,760 acres, and 21 miles wide, this reserve, you state, is
opposite the town of Canowindra? It appears so by the deseription.

977. Are you aware why it should be of such large extent as 5,760 acres? 5,760 acres is
three miles square—the sides of the square are each three miles. That was the ordinary
area that was reserved many years ago st the time of surveying the rivers for town sites.
It is & less area than would be by law reserved from sale unfil surveyed, if there were 100
inhabitants ; there would then be twenty-five square miles,

978, But you are not aware whether this reserve No, 208 was made for a town or mot 7

I presume it wos. Tt is almost o eertainty it was, because it is opposite the town of
Canowindra,

979, It has been stated that in the instructions no reserves were meant to be made more
than ane mile wide ; but these are reserves, I should suppose, purely for water purposes ?
The restriction of one mile applies only to water reserves.

U80. And this restriction does not, and never was understood in the offiee to apply to
reservations for sites of towns and villages, or purposes in connection with the scttlement of
the country ¥ Certainly not.

981, Will you look at page 2037, and read the deseription of No. 171, “ Coradgerry Run,
on the Bogan River"?  (The witness read the deseription referrved fo.)

982, Was that reservation recommended by you? T think it was; I think it was pazetted
. with others from the Survey Office, but T am not sure.

983. Looking at that deseription, and comparing it with the instructions, do you think it
can be brought within them? It could. There is an error in it, an aceidental error T have
no doubt, in not putting in the name of the owners of the run, instead of the word * our,”
in this portion of the deseription: “ Commencing at the point of confluence of a small
“ tributary on the west side of, and to the Uucubi Creek, about 2 miles easterly of our
* etation hut on this run.”  Now it is evident to every one that the lessee of Coradgerry
Hun is the person referred to. '

984, There would be no difficalty on account of that mistake in defining where that reserve
was? No, it is perfeetly and clearly defined, and the land agent would never allow a
selection to be made on it

985. The names of thesc rume are tolerably well known in the localities where they are
situnted 7 Yes.

986. 'If you look at page 2939 you will ses another reservation, No. 169,—was that recom-
mended by you? My noting is that it is a duplicate of No, 104—the same reserve gazetted
twice ; once by a surveyor's deseription, and cnee by the Chief Commissioner.

987. By the Chairman : Both, unfortunately, in o notice signed by * Charles Cowper,” I
suppose Yes, but it was impossible to prevent it.

985, By Mr. Wilson : Are the descriptions of 104 and 169 exactly the same? Upon
further examination, it appears that the reserve 169 was not recommended by me—the reply
given referred to No. 167, probably through misapprehending the question. Noa. 167 and
104 are duplicate and counterpart notices of the same reserve, as explained.

980, At page 2979 there are reserves from 294 to 300 inclusive—were those recommended
by you?  Yes, :

990. By Mr. Lucas : What are they for? Water supply, all of them.

991. By Mr. Wilson: Will you read the description of No. 2047 No. 204, Burham Run,
640 aeres, Wakool River ; 3 miles casterly af west boundary of run, 1 mile wide” That ia
& clear description, a very clear one, but it is very short. 1In that particular case the land
agent was supplied with a tracing ; it is a surveyed run, and his map makes the matter so
perfectly elear, that there can be no possible doubt about 1t ; but in itself, it is a very good
deseription—uoobody ean doubt that for o moment,

992, That comes within the instruetions ?  Quite.

993. Are the whole of these similar to No. 300 inclusive? They are all deseriptions quite
sufficient to prevent the seleetion of the land referred to; and the land agent's map, upon
which is eharted the survey of the run and the position of all the reserves, makes the matter
quite clear,

994, By Mr. Lucas: You say it is sufficiently elear to prevent selection. Is it sufficiently
clear so that a selector may know where the reserves arc?  Yes, the land agent's map iz in
this case partieglarly clear. The whole run is surveyed.

995." Are these reserves marked out on the run so that a selector can tell where they are ¥
No, but they are referred to points which can be casily found, for instance, *a quarter of a
mile webt of the head station.” In each case it is sufficiently described, so that with the
help of the Jand agent’s map, or by going upon the spot, there ean be no doubt about what
it is intended to reserve.

996, Are the reserves marked on thesground 7 N, 997.
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P. ¥. Adams, 997, Then how can a selector know when he is on or off them ? By going “a quarter of a

mile west of the kead station,” he will be on No. 296,

A=~ 008, How is he to tell bow the reserve runs?  He will find that out exactly by referring to
28 Mar., 1866, the land agent’s map ; it is a mile square.

899, Do you not think it neeessary these should be clearly marked on the ground? I do
not think it would warrant the expense.
1000. It is of vast importance that selectors should know where the reserves are. Take the
reserves on the * Morage” Run, for instance. (Sketeh of the reserves on Morage Run referred
to.) ILockisg at these reserves, do you think one man out of & hundred going on the ground
could tell where to selest on that ran, without the reserves being marked on the ground—I
am nob speaking of a professional man, but an ordinary free sclector ¥ Take the first——
1001, Take the whole of them? I will commence with the first. The first is—"' The
“ Crown Lands within the following boundaries : commencing at a marked tree (1 within a
“ diamond’y"
1002. I do not think you guite understand my question. I presume the free selector will
not have a (azetfe in his hand when he goes to free select a picee of ground. Is it possible
for him to tell where the reserves are unless they are marked on the ground?  No, be could
not do it usless he had something to guide him ; but I presume the natice in the Gasefte is
isened to guide the public, and if he had it, or an extract, the reserve is sufficiently deseribed,
1003. How iz he to distinguish coe from the other? He will find a marked tree in the
centre of each reserve,
1004, Looking at this sketch, here arc reserves touching each other—how does he know
where these marked trees are? He must look till he finds them (pointing fo one of the
reserves veferred to in copy of Gazette).  * No, 283, The Urown Lands containing 640 acres,
“ having for ita centre 3 marked tree (1 within a dismond), distant about 1 mile 13 chains,
* in a direction west 10 degreez north from middle gate in boundary fenee”
1005, Do you think there is one selector out of a hundred can understand that—iz it not
virtually preventing the free selector from selecting on that ran?  Not at all.  From my
own practice as a surveyor, 1 bave always found it worth the selector’s while to take the
trouble, and he does 80, to find out where the ressrves are before he lays out his money.
1006, Would an ordinary selector, without a surveyor, find out where any of these reserves
are? T think so; the marked trees are all there.
1007. How is he to measure from the marked trees? He must do the best he can.
1008, What is your idea of the reserves on that run—are they too numerous?  For perma-
nent reservations decidedly they are too numerous.
1009, May I ask are these only the usmal water frontage reserves—I see a great many very
close to the banks of the river? Ouoe is a village reserve—that is another thing.
1010, By the Chairman: Did they puss through you? They did.
1011, And you submitted them for the Minister's approval 7 Yea! They are clearly within
the memo. of instroctions ; but I have very little doubt that, if there is a desire to purchase
evineed on that run, perhaps half of them will be cancelled.
1012, By Mr. Lucas : How can the ordinary free selector intimate his desire to purchase?
‘We find an indieation of desire to purchase, from the Land Office reports. The land agents
and surveyors report the inclination of the public to purchase land. We find that out soon
enough. .
1013, Would not the proclamation of these reserves, and the information given by the
land agents to persons who applied, in a great measure deter persons from making applications
for selections on these I'una'F1 I do not think it would deter any man who really went with
o view of selecting and making & home on it, or any person fully intending to be a selector.
1014. You must know that people get talking and representing to each other that such and
such land isreserved. Do you pot think that would tend to prevent a person bothering himself
with an applieation, where he knows it is of no use 7 It might.
1015. By Mr Wilson: At pages 2981 and 2982, you will see a number of reserves from
122 to 129 inclusive. Will you be kind enough to inform the Committes whether you recom-
mended those eight reserves or not?  Yes, they were recommended by Mr. Surveyor Wood.
1016. Is there anything faulty in their descriptions? Nothing. They are extensions, as
imlp]ied on the face of each of them, to reserves already made on the Murray frontage, but
only extending back two miles—that is, across the original two-mile Murray reserve. The
surveyor resommended them to be extended, and they have besn extended aecordingly.
There was no further marking necessary, because they are already marked on the frontape,
and the marking of the boundary lines also extended back from half a mile to & mile and a
balf; they are simply extensions to prevent the defeat of the original reserve.
1017. Are they in secordance with the instruetions 7 Clearly.
1018, Will you look at Nos. 132, 1284, and 135, oo the same page, 2982, and state whether
those thres reserves are sufficiently deseribed ! They are in the same category as the last
alluded to; it extends from 121 to 135. No. 185 is also a very plain description, -
1019, Then there ia No. 1867 No. 186 is, I believe, a reserve intended further to be
reserved from lease, also for public purposes. -
1020, Is it sufficiently deseribed ? It is quite clear. It iz a very perfect deseription. On
the face of it, it iz evidently one of those reserved for public purposes, becaunse it is only
twenty cheins wide.
1021. Mr. Bobertson, in his evidence, reads one of these :— Exztension northerly, County of
« Wakool, Murray River, containing about two square miles; the Crown Laeds within the
“ following boundaries : Commenecing on the back boundary of the Murray River Reserve
“ from lease, and bounded thence on the west by the northerly prolongation of the western
“ boundary of reserve, No, 122, from sale until surveyed, &e., notified on the Tth Nn‘r;;ﬂﬁb;r,
(13
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¢ 1862, bearing north to Barber's Creek ; on the north by Barber’s Creek easterly; on the F. ¥. Adama,

# engt by the northerly prolongation of the esstern boundary of reserve No. 122 aforesaid,
“ bearing south to the back boundary of the Murray River Reserve aforesaid.” Thatisa

ﬁ-"ﬁ
deseription of one of the reserves of which we have now been talking, and you think there is 23 Mar., 1366.

no difficulty inunderstanding the meaning of it? None, and the land agent's map makes
that perfectly clear.

1022, Will you turn to page 2082, No. 185. It has been given in evidence here by Mr,
Bobertzon, Liat it would be impossible to find that reserve—I suppose he means by the
deseription. Do you think there wounld be any difficulty in doing so? Not the least,
espocially when the map is before one. It iz on a surveyed run, and we have supplied the
land agent with a map of it. :
1023. You think the deseription is sufficiently minute, and comes within the instructions?
I do not see how there can be any doubt about it, especially on the frontage, beeause it is
bounded on one side by a conditional purchase, and on the other by a reserve of another
olass which has probably been marked ; or if it has not been marked, it will be, because it is
intended for a reserve from leaso.

1024, Was there much lsbour in connection with the revision of these reserves—ihe
examivation of them—did it take much time ?  We had not sufficient time to do it in.
1025, Would it require mueh time to examine them thoroughly 7 We ought to bave bad a
fortnight, but we had not more than about four days.

1026." If Mr. Robertson says he himself could have corrected them all in a few days, do you
think he is correct in stating so—in the office in Bydney ! It was very poesible he might
have read them over, and called attention to any he thought wrong and bad them explained ;
but perhapa he would have left out nowe, for I think nearly all that be bas taken exception
to can be explained, and he would have understood them then.

1027. By the Chairman : From what you know of Mr. Robertson's mode of deing business,
you do not think he would Lave taken exception to very many of these reserves? 1 think
not. I am sure he would not. When he saw the maps the laod agents would bave before
them, and heard the explanations we could give, T think he would have made searcely any
alteration.

1028, Were you in the habit of sending the oviginal applications to the Printing Office 7 They
went in almost every ense—hence the errors,  Until this rush, we pever bad anything but
gurveyors’ descriptions.

1029, How long would it have taken to have copied out all these deseriptions, or to have
amended the applieations o as to put them safe into the hands of the Government Printer—
for that seems to me at the bottom of the whole thing? It is. It would have cecupied
several weeks,

1030, By Mr. Wilson: At page 2083, you will see reserves Nos. 99, 100, and 101.  Did you
recommend these? Yes.

1081, Are they sufficiently described? T am responsible for them. They are, but not
" described as sufficiently as I should have liked ; but the circumstances of the ease warranted
their going in, as they were descriptions that came from a surveyor who, from the ecommu-
nication, was nware of the importance of the reservations, and sent the best deseriptions he
could at the time sopply. They were gazetted as they came, se the best that could be
obtained under the cireumetanees, and as the ovly chance of preventing the alienation of
water of very great importance in a very dry distriet indeed.

1032. By Mr. Lucas : What district? Wellington, It was the best thing we could do, aud
I am very glad we did it.

1033. By My, Wilson: Will you be kind encugh to give us the extent in acres of No, 897
It is only 160 acres, to include a waterhole.

1034. How many acres are there in reserves Nos. 100 and 1017 160 acres in each.

1035, As far as these three reservations are concerned, there does not appear to be any undue
number of acres taken in? I think there is too little taken up, because it is perfectly
possible for two or three selectors to surround the waterhole, reserve and all, if the sarveyor
meazured it for them.

1036, By Mr. Lucas : It is not likely the surveyor would do so? Noj still it might lead
to a great deal of dissatisfaction and correspondenee.

1087. By Mr. Wilson : All these reserves, 99, 100, and 101, are sufficiently deseribed to
enable people to discover where they are? Yes, it is 160 aeres, to include a waterhols
named in each case; and I have no doubt that was the best deseription the surveyor could
give at the time.

1088, And you think you were perfectly justified in gasetting these? Yes, fo save the
water ; it was our only chance to save it, I believe.

1030, Page 2091, No. 18, ls that one recommended by you? Yes.

1040, Is that deseription fanlty ¥ No, that is a surveyor's deseription, to embrace the
suburban lands reported to be too valuable for sale, except by survey, around the town of
Moama. It is a very intricate deseription, but very plain with the map before you, or upon
the ground itself, where the points referred to can be easily picked up.

1041. You think No. 318 is sufficiently deseribed and is essily tracesble? Yes, that is a
professional description intended for & permanent reserve.

1042, Will you look at page 2990—reserves 228 A and 229—and state if they were recom-
mended by you? They were recommended by a surveyor. ’ :

1043. Are they sufficiently deseribed 7 They are very good deseriptions. There can be no
doubt about what is intended. :

1044, The next elass of reserves I wish to ask you some few questions about are these cattle
eamps. Will you turn to the fifth paragraph of the Instructions of SBoptember {Apjveaw:i'z
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A No 2, and tell me whether you consider that, under those instructions, parfics were
authorized to apply for reserves for cattle camps, as cattle camps, and not for water supply.
I allude more particularly to that part of the parsgraph which says—*In determining the
“ most suitable reserves for water supply, &e., the inclusion (in cases where water is
# only obtainable at times) of the most valuable cattle camps, for the beneficial cecupation
“ of the run, should also be aimed at.” Now, where the water was not permanent, do you
think these cattle camps have been reserved for the =upply of water, or was the object
simply to preserve the beneficial occupation of the run by reserving the cattle cawps 7 It must
be in connection with the water, otherwise it would not be legal.

1045. Exactly so—but could places be properly reserved for the preservation of the water,
where the water was not permanent, but only easual 7 The words are—* in’ eases where
water iz only obtainable at times" :
1046, * The most valoable cattle camps for the beneficial cecupation of the run should also
be aimed at™ ?  Itis an intimation to parties interested, in making their appliestions,
to include the cattle camps at the same time as they apply for the water.

1047, In this case, does not the cattle camp appear to be the primary conzideration 7 T can
bardly say that. I know in dealing with them we refused every one that did net eontain
water.

1048. But if it contained water only one month in the twelve, you would have dealt with
it? If we had evidenee to that effert we should refuse i,

1049, What did you mean then by “ where water is only obtainable at times"” ¥ ¢ Permanent
water” has been the word used hitherto throughout the memo. ; but here it would prevent
many very valuable water-holes being reserved, if we reserved permanent water only, because
many valuable water-holes are dry perhaps one month in the year, or for longer periods in
very bad seasons.

1050, If it had been stated that a reserve was made for o caftle camp, including permanent
water, wonld that have been ineonsistent with the instructions 7 Certainly not.

1051. Will you look at page 3016, No. 106, © Camp rescrves on Baalpool Station” 7 That
is ot ome of my deseriptions.

10562, Will you be kind enough to readit? * Starting from a tree moarked A on the ¥adda-
“hool Lagoon, 1 mile south ; from thence 1 mile east ; from thence 1 mile north ; and from
“ thence to the starting poiot.”

1053. Is there anything in that description inconsistent with the instruetions ? It is mot a
very clear one, but still I ean understand it perfectly, and so I think would any one likely
to select—any intelligent person would understand it. 1t is quite clear enough.

1054, Do you thiok it is in aceordance with the instruetions?  Yes, or so nearly ao that it is
perfectly warranted in going into the Gazette.

1055, Is No. 107, also on Baalpool Btation, in aceordance with the instructiona? That is a
very good desoription indeed, and quite in aceordance with the instructions.

1056. Will you look at page 2961, in the Gazette of 28th December. You will sea No. 289
and fifteen following reserves—will you be kind enough to state whether the extent of thess
reserves ia in accordance with the instructions? Yes, they are very good deseriptions
indeed.

1057. I refer to the extent of the reserves?  They are back water reserves apparently, every
one of them 640 acres each.

1058. Do you consider them to be in aceordance with the instroctions? Quits so. They
are also charted on the land agent's map. .

105%. As far az your colonial experienee goes, do you think it was judicious, or that there
was any advantage to any parties or to the public, in those distriets where they are entirely
dependent upon the water fromtage for water supply, in carrying the reserves so far
into the back country aa has been done in some cases. If 'a run were (say) twenty milea
square, was there any necessity for carrying back the reserve for water to such a distance ¥
The principle on which it was done was a good one,—in order to prevent the obstruction of
access by conditional purchase ; but I am not prepared to say that it is absolutely necessary.
Az a permanent measure, I should not recommend it

1060, Do you think there is any possibility of a free selector, at a distance of twenty miles,
or even ten miles, making use of the water, either for his family parposes or for his stock?
These reserves might at any time be converted into permanent reserves, if we 'found absolute
necessity for them ; but if they sre not made now, it might be afterwards too late. Tt is
perfectly possible that, in dry seasons, a back block held by any other person than the lesses
of the frontage would be almost valueless without access to the river; and it would be
neceasary to proclaim, under the Oveupation Aet, a reserve from lease, in order that cattle
from the back country might come in to water.

1061. Do you think parties occupying back blocks at a distance of twenty miles eould
make nse of these reserves for themaelyes or their stock 7 That is an extreme case—twenty
miles,

1062. Take ten miles. Do you think people can afford to drive their stock ten miles to
water ! If it is a choice between doing that and losing the herd, they will do it.

1063, But in a dry season the stock would get so weak that it would be impossible for them
to travel ten miles to water and ten miles back, even every second day ?  Steck do go a long
way sometimes when they want water. I do not see what injury it does to make ihe
resETTes,

1064. T am not speaking of the question of injury—it was more the question of poliey I was
leading to. In making these large reserves they are apt to alarm the public unnecessarily,
do you not think s0? They do.

1065, And for that reason, if for no other, they are injudicious? I think so. To sty
them all at five miles from the river would be a better arrangement. 1066,
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1066. By the Chairman : Who recommended them? They were authorized by the memo, P F. Adams,

to extend to the boundary of the run, and in some cases they have gone back ten miles, or
even twenty miles,

1067. By Mr. Lucas : You say reserves may be surrounded by free selectors, if not carried 28 Mar., 1868.

back far enough. Would not the Government on ull oceasions see that there were roads to
the water 7 A road is not sufficient. All we can do in surveying is to leave a rosd, but a
narrow road ia of no use to a herd of eattle.

1068. Is not a quarter of a mile sufficient 7 A quarter of 2 mile even is too narrow for
the wild cattle on many of the runs. '

1069. They would after a time be compelled to come dewn?  But then the injury might be
done,

1070. You think a mile is little enongh ? T think it is at first. OF course these are not per-
manent reserves, and on runs where the cattle are quiet they will come down a narrow road.
1071, Will they not come down 2 road four chains wide ! They would, after they got
aceustomed to it

1072, Would not the want of water force them to do ib, and tend to guiet them? The
cattle in the meantime wonld receive so mueh isjury that they would be very little worth ;
such & process of taming would be a very unprofitable one.

1073; Bf Mr. Cunneen : Do you thivk it is wise to extend these reserves (say) five miles
back ? I do.

1074. What injury arises from extending them ten miles back which does mot arise by
extending them five? Very little indeed ; the questionable evil is the impression it spreads
abroad, .

1075, If you proclaim a mile of water frontage to be a reserve, that is for the benefit of the
back country, iz it not ¥ Yes.

1076. Then the further you penetrate the back eountry, the more back eountry you henefit ?
Unless it ean be shewn that the distanee is so great that eattle cannot travel to the water.
1077, 1f it is so great, what injury can be done to any other interest ? Very little.

1078. As far as free selection is concerned, do you think it likely free seleetors will take
up land twenty miles back from the rivers—do you think it -is likely they will go twenty
miles back if they can get to the river? Very unlikely. Such reserves as are under dis-
cussion now have been made to a very limited extent indeed in distriets suitable for agricul-
tore, and then only after careful survey.

1073, Do you not think these reserves, by going far back into the country, serve as it were
as a public highway from the back country to the water frontages ? They might be con-
verted into that under the Occupation Act, by reserving them from lease ; but while they
are under lease they are not a public highway, although the fact of reserving them from
selection conserves the right to make them permanent, which could be defeated otherwise.
1080, Is the object of withdrawing these reserves from sale until surveyed, that of ascer-
taining whether it will be ultimately necessary for the public interest to make them perma-
went reserves? It has that effect, and is partly done with that intention,

1081. By Mvr. Wilson : If you will turn to pages 3016 and 3017, you will there see certain
reserves, Noa. 407 to 412 inclusive. Will you be kind enough to say whether those reserves
are sufficiently described 7 Yes; 407 appears to be a very good description ; 408 might
have been amended ; it speaks of ** the pre-emptive section which I have applied to purchase,
adjoining the dam known as Moore's Dam.” A slight amendment might be made in that,
by leaving out the words “ which T have.” The application being made in right of the
run clearly determines what it means. The error does not prejudice the deseription in the
least. .

1082, By Mr, Lucas - Would the public know where to find that reserve ? Yes, I think so.
1083. By Mr. Wilson : Nos. 409, 411, and 412, are similarly deseribed? That is not so
good a deseription as the others, but it is quite sufficient.

1084. Do they come within the instructions? They are elearly within the spirit of the
instruetions, but the wording of the deseriptions is not exactly in accordance.
1085, Where are these runs situated ? - In the Murrumbidgee District,
1086, Has the country been surveyed ?  No.

1037. Were these reserves referred to you for your report upon them? No. T am not
aware it has been surveyed ; otherwise I think they would have been dealt with by the
Survey Offica,

1088. Would there have been any use in referring them to you? - Not a bit, if the runs
have not been surveyed.

"

1089. Mr. Robertson states that these particular reserves ought to have been sent to you for.

report. Do you think there would have been any utility in doing s0? Not unless we sent
them to a surveyor and got him to survey or report on them,
1090. You eould not have given any information in the office if they had not been surveyed ?
No more than there is on- the face of them. '
1091. There was @ reserve made on a run of Mr. Forlonge's, called Brymadura. Your
attention has been drawn to that reserve, I believe? Yes, .
1092. Are you aware that there has been considerable seareh made in the office, for the
application for that reserve ? The Chief Commissioner would be able to answer that. I am
not aware, officially, of any search having been made, but I believe there has been ; and I
suppose the application iz to be found.
1093. Do you remember its being mentioned that Mr. Ellis had been requested, if possible,
to discover the application ! Yes; I think I asked Mr. Lllis the question myself, and ke
told me the papers were not in the Survey Office at all; but I did not’ go to the Chief
Commissioner's Office about them.

1094,
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P. FEFAa.a.m;, 1094, The description of the reserve is in the office? Yes; sent many years ago, by the

present Surveyor General, as a town site. The deseription is identical with that.

~== 1095. You do not know by whom the applicstion was made to renew it, or if any application
25 Mar., 1866. was made to renew it? I do not know of myself. The Chief Commissioner kuows all

about it

1096. By the Chairman : Was it intended 23 a private reserve, or for a pablic object? I

cannot tell.  The Chief Commissioner, if he bas not already explained it in evidence, can

do so much better than I can, for I only have it on hearsay. }

1097, Page 3017, Nos. 422, 423, 424, 425, and 426.  Are these sufficiently deseribed ?
The description-of No. 422 is a very good one, and might have saved the salection of the land,
but it is not strietly in accordance with the memo. It is unmistakable what water is

intended to be reserved.

1098, There is no difficulty about that? Not the least.

1099. In what respect does it not eome within the memorandum? It does nob give the

boundary lines, although it gives the acreage as 640—it does not deseribe the boundaries.
1100. Do the instructions preseribe that in all cases the boundaries shall be deseribed 7,
That is to be inferred from the instructions, because the instructions give an example for
the deseription of boundaries.

1101. Do not the instruetions allow them to be deseribed without boundaries, but by a
marked tree in the centre. Look at the 5th paragraph, where it says that in certain ecases,
# peservations of 640 acres each in a sguare, to embrace the camp and temporary water, and
¢ to be deseribed from a marked tree in the centre of each, may be allowed.” In that case
boundaries are not asked for at all? Tt is capable of that construction certainly.

1102. Where are these reserves sitnated?  In either the Murrambidgee or the Lachlan
Distriet.

1103, Are they in a surveyed country 7 No, they are back reserves.

1104. Would there have been any use in sending them to you for report—eould yon have
thrown any lizht upen the sabject, from information you have in the office, as Depaty Sur-

veyor General 7 I might possibly, from their incompleteness, have not gazetted them, but it
would have been at the risk of losing the water. They might be gazetted as a clear
indication of what was required to be reserved, even as they are.

1105, Are they very extensive ! 0§40 acres each.

1106. They cannot be objected to on account of their extent? No.

1107. Will you look at page 3020, Nes. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16. Are they sufficiently

described 7~ Without having the plan before me I canuot say, but from reading the

deseription I should infer—in fact, it is almost certain—that these are reserves in bends of the

river. There are only two sides deseribed by lines, and without it is in a bend of the river

it would be impossible to apply the deseription. I think I am safe in_stating that that is

the case, becanse they are applications which were made through the Survey Office.

1108, By Mr. Tucas : Would it not have been better to eomplete the desoription by con-

tinuing it by the course of the river to the starting point? That would have made it &

most complete deseription, but it is probable that has been overlooked in being dealt with.
1109, By Mr. Wilson : Supp-usin% that to be in the bend of the river, would it be sufficiently

deseribed to people in the distriet ! Yes, because the land agent has a map.

1110. Will you look at page 5022, No. 397 (erroneously printed in the proof of the
evidence #07), * Denilignin Run, st Tyson's large reservoir” Is that not sofficient]
deseribed 7 Yes, that appears to be, and is an excellent deseription; it isa prufass{uua{
description, and perfectly right.

1111. What sort of a reserve is.it—is it o reserve of water frontage? It is in the back
country, about eight miles from the river.

1112, "What iz the extent of it? 6,000 acres.

1118. That appears to be an exceptional case? It is an exceptional case, and was sub-
mitted separataly.

1114. Was this ease decided upon, looking at the case of the Willandra Billibong as a
precedent 7 Not strictly, but still that would be the nearest precedent. It is a case in
which an entirely dry country has been made very valuable by the present lessen.

1115. It is mads on a similar principle to the Willandra Billibong reserve—on the ground
of the outlay for the supply of permanent water? ¥es, and also the peenliarity of the
case. 'The reservoir cost, 1 think, some £2,000 for the excavation, and 1 believe it ia
roofed in; and the peculiarity of it is, that drains and ditehes have been extended ou all
sides, radiating from it—some of them a mile, others two miles or more, a8 I am told—to
carry the water to the reservoir. The watershed of that country is useless for anything
clse but to cateh water and drain it into some such reservoir as this. That is a revocable
reserve of a temporary character.

1116, By Mr. Lueas : If this principle is admitted, all that a squatter necd do is to build
a reservoir and lead drains from it, in order to secure the surrounding land. Do you think
it desirable that on all oceasions a reserve should be made becanse he thinks proper to do
;.I:Ea]’ The magnitude of this work is quite sufficient guarantee of the interest of the
essee,

1117. If & person had possession of a tract of very good country —— 7 This ia very bad

eountry. .

1118. If a person had possession of a tract of good country, do you think it should be

roscrved because he had made a reservoir in the centre of it, and bad made drains through

8 large tract of country to supply it? No, T do not. This is an exceptional case—a case
of which I do not think there is the parallel in the Colony.

1119, Why is it exceptional ? The land is very bad.
1120,
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1120. Do you know that of your own knowledge? Yes. I saw the reserveir some years F. F._Adams,

ago, before it arrived at its present dimensions ; it now waters o very large tract of country,
which is without other water of any kind.

1121, If it iz bad country, it is not ]ikﬁ].]' to be taken up bj" selectors F Pcrhgpg nat ]jjr 28 Mar., 1866,

bond fide selectors ; but the reserve is made to prevent people from selecting with & view to
injure the lessee, and in fact to elaim compensation for going, and that sort of thing.

1122, How do you know that would be done? Itis to prevent the possibility of it. Tt
Increases or preserves the value of the run to the Goveroment as well as the lessee.

1123. The chief reason for proclaiming these reserves in the hurry in which they were
proclaimed, to get them through before the leases expired, was to prevent free selection, was
it not? The greatest injury to the squatting interest would probably be from free selection
of these reserves.

1124, Then, it was in reality to protect the sguatters from free selectors? It was more
particularly to protect land, which it would have been undesirable to alienate, from free
selectors, but also to prevent the lessees from putting in claims under pre-emptive right.
1125. They only bave the right of pre-empting ome block out of every 25 square miles,
which could not have done much injury to the public estate? They might take it up to
inelode the water, which would not be desirable. :
1126. Have they not, as a rule, taken it up independently of these reserves—in addition to
these reserves ! No, we do not allew them to do that, if we are aware of it. .

1127. With reference to free selectors, there ia not much probability that a very large rush
for free selection would have ocenrred afier these squatiages were thrown open to free selee-
tion? I never anticipated a great rush of bond fide free selectors who intended to cultivate
the soil, for the land was not snitable for it.

1128, Tken whom did you desire to prevent? There is no desire to prevent bond fide free
selectors, either on the part of the Government or the squatters.

1129. How do you know? T can form as good an opinion a5 any one in the Colony, from
my eonnection with them as Crown tenants and with the reserves.

1130. Do you believe the selections, s a rule, have not been taken up bond fide? The
eelections, as a rule, bave been taken up bond fide, but very fow selections would be taken
up in that part of the country by bond fide selectors. ’

1131, Ts it not the fact that a great portion of the sham seleetions have been taken up by
squatters and their servants? L aw oot aware of any coses of that kind; they would be
refuged if they had been taken up illegally.

1132. Have they not been taken up? Very probably they have. The squatter has as good
a right to seleet az anybody else, if be Fulfils the conditions.

1143, Have they not taken up selections by their servante? T am not aware of it.

1134. Have you not heard of Dangar's caze and Thomas' esse 7 [ do not deal with the free
gelections, and I am not well advized in the matter. !
1135. Are you aware that squatters are in the habit of selecting very largely in the names
of their servants, for the purpose of having the selections forfeited, so that they should not
be selected again ¥ Nob officially.

1186, You have heard of it? 1 bave heard it stated.

1137. By Mr. Cunneen : Has it coma to your knowledge that in the southern district there
are any cases of the sort referred to by Mr. Lucas? I cannot recall to my recollection zny
case in the southern district, '

1138, By Mr. Wilson : You stated, just now, in answer to Mr. Lueas, that great injury might
be done to the squatters by free selectors, in answering a question as to the propricty of
these reserves; but does not great injury to the public arise from the squatters themsalves
purchasing the river frontages by pre-emptive right or auction ! I do not see any difference
between parchaze by a squatter under pre-emptive right and purchase by free selection ; only,
s a matler of revenus, it is decidedly better to get the money from the squatter, and he ia
obliged to take a great deal more at o certain rental under his pre-emptive lease,

1139, Does not the greatest danger to the public interests, at the present time, arise from
the action squatters might take in purchasing the water frontage—the danger being greater
from the squatters than from the free selectors? No, because we have the pre-emptions
completely under our sontrol.

1140, I said purchases by auction as well as pre-emption 7 T do not think so.

1141. Do you think a greater quantity of land is likely to be taken up by free selection
than by pre-emptive right or auction? No, I think the largest guantity that would he
alienated now would be by pre-emptive right or avction sale, We can control the amount
by anetion zale or pre-emptive right, but we cannot control the amount by free selection,
except by making these reservea.

1142, By Mr. Lucas : By the rule you are now applying, only one bleek out of five can be
taken? ¥Yes. The injury pre-emptive right can do now is very small indeed, and sale by
auction is so thoroughly under the control of the Government, that if it does any injury the
Government or the officera that recommend it are responsible.

1143. By Mr. Wilson : We were talking about the reserve of 6,000 acres on Mr. Tyson's run,

and I thiok you stated that, seeing the improvements had been made for the permanent
supply of water, it was looked upon as & case something similar to the Willandra Billibong,
reviously decided 7 Ves.

%44. Can wou tell us the ground on which the reserve om Yanko Creek was made—280
miles? The reason for the recommendation of that was, to provent interferemce with the
improved water by free selection on ita hanks.

1145. Did not this reservation go to a great distance beyond any improvements that had
been made? The passage of the water introduced by the eutting is through the creek from
end to end, ang. té'he water frontage iz all improved from one end to the other by the paasu%c

10—K o

159



1606

4

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE BELECT COMMITTEE

r. FaEiﬂHnB. of the water. Whether the principal works are at the upper end (as in fact they are) or at
-

F=—"—= s that of the people throughout the length of the creek, as I understand, although the works
28 Mar., 1866, gpq necessarily at the upper end. The money was subscribed by the lessees all the way

the lower end, it makes very little difference to those who spent the money. The expenditure

down.

1146. Do you know how many miles the works go down the creek 7 T could not =ay.

1147. By Mr. Lusas : Do you know the amount of expenditure? Noj but six or seven
years ago, I recollect being told some six or eight thousand pounds hod been expended.
1148, By ihe Chairman : The application for the Yanko reserve was referred by me to you,
for your report?  Yes.

1149, And you recommended it ? I recommended it, with special reasons why it should be
only considered temporary and revocable,

1150. By Mr. Wilson : Would you bave considered yourself justified in recommending it,
if the Willandra Billibong reservation had not taken place? I think so. T should have
undoubtedly beld the same opinion that T do now,—that the lessees of Crown Lauds meking
such expenditure ought to be protected.

1151, Do you think you were justitied by low in making that recommendation ¥ Yes.
1152, By what clause of the Act—by the 4th elause of the Alienation Act? It is done
under the 4th clause of the Alienation Act.

1153. Do you think that clause justifies such reserves? I thiok it does.

1154. By the Chairman : Did you have any conversation with Mr. Robertson on this subject,
as to bringing in a new Bill, in order to eettle the point? I can hardly recollect any
conversalion.

1155. He stated that the Bill is in print? It is in priot, bat it is not in my bands.

1156, There is a Bill somewhere in print?! Yes. My impression is that it is with the
Chisf Commissioner. '

1157, By Mr. Wilson : There are certain reserves alluded to in Mr. Robertson's evidence,
which le states are insufficiently described-—Nos. 297, 268, 289, 300, and 301 ; ke does nok
give the pagein the Gasette. These you have previously alloded to, and you have said they
are sufficiently deseribed ?  Yes.

1158, With regard to the reserve on the Willandra Billibong, are you aware that there are
certain parties disputing the right of the lesseea on the Billiboog to monopolize the waters
of the Lochlan? The only information T possess is on the papers which are in evidence,
1159. You are aware ohjection bas been taken to the diverting of the water, on account of
the supposed injury to the settlers lower down the Lachlan?  Yes, but T consider it a very
unfounded objection.

1160, You do not recollect the terms of the Bill Mr. Robertaon prepared a few years ago,
with regard, I thiok, to the formation of districts for the supply of water? 1 mever read
the Bill.

1161. You were not consulted on that Bill?  No.

1162, Are you aware whether the plan of sinking wells has gone to sny length in the
Tasettled Distriets of the country, where there is very little water It baa.

1163, Are you aware whether they have been soccessful or not in their efforts to obtain
water ¥ They have in some cases, but others are failures,

1164, They have also gone to considerable expense and trouble in making dams for the
preservation of water in various parts ?  They have, in the southern districts particularly.
1165. With regard to'these crecks, the Yanko and the Billibong, could not a great deal
have been done by isolated individuals, by making dams to conserve the water 7 I think not;
the rainfall is too small.

1166. By Mr. Tucas : What is the watershed? The word “ watershed” scarcely applies.
The country is so nearly a dead level that the water will scarcely run; it will dry up or
soak into the carth where it falls almost.

" 1167. By M. Wilson : Before any of these cuttings were made, there was, at certain seasons

of the year, water in these creeks? The water in the Willandra and Yanko was the result
of overflows
1168, Invariably ? 1 may say invariably the result of overflows from the Lachlan or the
Murrumbidges, from rains that fell on the heads of these rivera.

1169, With regard to the Billibong, was there not water in it? The water in the Billibong
Creclk comes from the head of the creek, which risez almost in the mountains,

1170. There was water a good part of the year, and in some peculiar seasons all the year
round, in the Billibong? There was to a certain extent; but in the Lower Billibong,
where the reservation has been made, the water could not be considered permanent by any
means ; it never lay any length of time. With the exception of the Wanganilla waterhole,
there was nothing like permanent water. It has been canalized now in a great measure.
1171. By the construction of dams that water could have been conserved ¥ And is so now.
The permanent supply in the Billibong now is the result of dams, sssisted by the influx
from the Yanko.

1172. Irrespective of the influx from the Yanko, eould nob permanent water have been
obtained from the Billibong? T thiok not; ‘the supply from the Yanko is such a great
sssistance to it, that T think it is almoat indispensable.

1178. Have any wells been attempted to be sunk in the neighbourhood of the Willandra
Billibong or Yanko Creek? I could not say positively, but I believe they have not been
gueeessful. '

1174, Have they attempted them 7 Ves. _

1175, Are you aware of the depth they had to go before they found water 7 T would not
risk the assertion, but I have been told that wherever they sink them in blue elay, they must
go through the blue clay before they get water. 1176
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1176. You are not aware whether or not water could have been got in these creeks by P. F. Adams,

sinking? I could vot say; even if it eould, it would be of no use to o herd of cattle. The
same expenditure in wells would not incresse the value of the country to the same extent
as the cutting.

1177. It would have answered the purpose where it eould not have been done in any other
way ! Bheep can be watered at wells, but I do not think it applies to cattle.

1178, Mr. Robertson has stated, in his evidenes, that you informed him, from your knowledge
of the country, that it was perfectly hopeless to attempt to get water in any other way than
by this euttiog? It would be, to water cattle; for the purpose for which this cutting
was made it would be impossible. : _

1179, It would not be impossible to get water for sheep? I should not like to say
positively.

1180. Do you think it would have been possible, from all the information that is available
on the subject in Sydney, to bave determined the extent and bonodaries of the reserves—in
fact, to have laid out the reservations all over the Unzettled Districts—in Sydoey ? It would
have been impossible, without information that could only be derived from persons om the
gpot. _

1181. By the Chairman : It was never attempted ! It could not be attempted,

1182. By Mr. Lucas: In almost all cases, the descriptions given by the Crown occcupants
were pazetted 7 Amended and gazetted.

1185, In many,.or the majority of cases, you merely took the deseription semt in by the
npptlic:mtf Generally, if we could take them at all, but if not, we returned them to the
applicant.

1184, Then the most of these reserve descriptions were taken from the descriptions given
by the applicanta? The greater part of those guzetted by the Chief Commissioner were,
and [ think a considerable portion—I would not say the greater portion—of those gazetted
by the SBurvey Office were based on descriptions derived from information supplied by parties
interested, on this memo.

1185, Were not their applications sent on to the Printing Office 7 Yes, corrected.  'We had
oot time to do anything more.

1186. Are the corrections shewn on the maouseripts?  Ves.

1187. Where are those manuseripts?  In the S8urvey Office, or Chief Qommissioper’s Office.
The omissions and superfluous portions that have been complained of, are chiefly resulting
from the diffieulty, in correcting, in making the amendments complete and thorough.

1188, Although the deseriptions may have been altered, nevertheless the rezerves have been
proclaimed, where they could be made out 7 Yes; but in no case where we saw reason to
refuse it, have we gazetted them. We bave always, in such cases, referred them to the
apglicnnt- as being informal, or sent them to a sarveyor for further report. .

1129, It was because they were informel, or because you could not understand the desoriptions,
if they were not proclaimed as applied for ¥ Or if they were excessive or objectionable. -
1190. What is your idea of being excessive—do you think the rescrves I have alrendy shown
you on the Morago Run are excessive! They are certainly excessive, if intended as
permanent reserves. )

1191, Those others were not intended as permanent reservea—those you refused, I presume ?
With this memo. before us, we could not well refuse anything that came within its limits,
unless we knew of some particular objection.

1092, Or unless they were more numerous than the Morago Reserves ! They must be more
numerous before we could refuse them on the ground of their number.

1193, And extent? And extent. They are so essily revocable that we preferred erring
on the side of making too many rather than too few.

1194, By Mr. Wilson : Do you think that, even if it had been possible for Mr. Cowper to
do it, any advantage would have arisen from his personally examining the 1,600 reserves
that were proclaimed 7 Not the least.

1195, The fact is, that it is a duty that it is almost impossible for a Minister individually
to do, with any hope of & good result arising from it? I think eo.

1196. By the Chatrman : Do you think these reserves have ioterfered with free selection to
any great extent f I think not. I know of no case in which a free selection has been
interfered with, but free selections do not come before me.

1197, By Mr. Wilson : They may have interfered with free selection, and there may have
been several cases brought under the motice of the Surveyor General that you are not aware
of ' Yes,

1198. By the Chairman: Have you eeen the return laid on the Table—the comparative
return of, fres selection during the first two months of last year and the first two months
of this year 7 I have not had time to read it.

1199, By Mr, Wilson : Are you aware that considerable discussion took place in the public
papers immediately these reserves were published 7 Ves,

1200. Was that before Mr. Robertson came into office the last time? Yes. The prioecipal
paper that took it up was the Fmpire. I carefully searched the papers in all those distriets
where the reserves have been made, and I never =aw a word of complaint about it.

1201. It was after the public attention had been drawn to the matter by the Empire, that
the other proposed reserves were put aside by Mr. Robertson, when be would not proclaim
them ! I think so.

WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 4 APRIL, 1866,

Present :—
Mg. CUNNEEN, Mr. LUCAS,
Mr. FORSTER, Me. SUTHERLAND,
Dr. LANG, Mz. WILSON.

CHARLES COWPER, Esq., 1x THE CHAIR.

Abram Orpen Moriarty, Beq., Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, again called in and
; further examined :—

1202, By Mr. Wilson : Can you tell the Committee at what time you first received your
instructions from Mr. Robertson, with regard to these reserves in the Unsettled Districts upon
runs the leases of which expired on the 31st December last? To the best of my recollection
in September, 1565, '
1208. Did be ever issue any instroctions to you in 1863—two yeara previously?  No, none,
1204, There are certain instaoces which Mr. Robertson, in his evidence, gave of irregularities
in the descriptions of reserves that were gasmetted in December last, to which I should like
to call your attention. In answer to question 610, there are certain reserves alluded to,
and I should in the first instance wish you to state whether the pumbers to which I shall
draw your attention were reserved on your recommendation or not. No. 208, at page 2083
of the Gazette—waz that made upon your recommendstion ¥ It was not ; it was one of thoso
that T refarred to in my former examination as having been sent to my office by the District
Commissioner of Wellington, and baving been by me referred personally to the Survey
Department, with a suggzestion that they should be examined. I stated in my former
evidence that I thought they had been gazetted.through a misunderstanding ; since then,
T have looked carefully into the different descriptions, and have a strong impression that
they were gazetted designedly, for this reason : three of them of nine square miles each, were
reserved, years ago, from lease, at the instance of the present Burveyor General (Mr, Davidson)
as the sites of future towns ; oll the others in the same batch were reserves of ome square
mile each, also excepted from lease years ago, and also nmow excepted from lense at the
crossing places on main lines of communication of ereeks and rivers, for camping places
for travellers. This remark applies to the cases from No. 205, at page 2083, to 235, at
page 2985,

1205. All the way through inclusive? Inclusive. As I stated before, I did not recommend
them, and did net give them to the (azetfe for publication; but I saggested that they
should be examined into, and I now think it very fortunate that they were proelaimed.

1206. By the Chairman: They are all proper reserves I suppose? They are all proper
ToseTVEeS.

1207. By Mr. Wilson : Will you look at the description of the ran No. 171, page 2937,
and state whether it comes within the instructions, whether you recommended it, and if it
iz sufficiently described # This was not sent from my office, but sent from the Surveyor
General's office, for notification. It seems to me to be very carefully described, with the
exception that the word * our™ oceurs in it.

1208, Do you think that in your office in Sydney, from the knowledge you possess of the
ovuntry, you are in s position to determine what ought to be the extent and position of
reserves in the Unsettled Districts 7 That would depend upom what was the policy of the
Government of the day, as to the nature of the reserves they would make. If the necessity
for the reservation of a particular pieee of country, snd the fidelity of the deseription given,
are supposed to be verified by my department, I should not be in a position to do so; but if
the instructions I am expected to carry out are to Teserve all land without reference to
Toeal characteristics or the eharacter of the land, but aceording to a general plam, then my
office possesses the best means of doing it in Syduey.

1209. T am alluding to reserves made for public purposes. Would you in Sydney be in a
position to determine—for instanee, how could you in Syduey determine—Llow many reserves
were necessary for water supply, and what access there was to that water ;—have you any
means of determining these matters? As a general rule I have not, and I should not
attempt to do so without reference to the Jocal officers.

1210. Are you aware whether any search was made for an applieation for a reserve om
Brymedura, near Orange, on the run of Mr. Forlonge ? I believe some search was made for
an application, but I believe there never was an application. This is one of the cases I have

gust referred to.

1211. You are aware that a search was made for an application to see whether one existed
<ormot? Yes, but [ believe in the case of Brymedura no such application was made. The
papers upon which the publication took place were produced by me when I was before the
Llommities on a former occazion,
1212. By the Chairman: You cannot acoount for how that got into the list? T have
endeavoured to scoount for that, at great length, in my former evidence. I took a bateh of
deseriptions of reserves
1218. By Mr. Lucas : Who drew out those deseriptions? They were framed originally, I
believe, by Mr, Davidson, when Distriet SBurveyor. Mr. Daniels sent to me from his office,
as I stated, the surveyor's deseriptions of these reserves, and I, thinking the Surveyor
General's office would be the best place to determine-—— ’
1214. Was not this reserve, or a portion of it, originally reserved from lease? Yes, those
reserves which are—

1215,
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1215. I am spenk{u.g of Brymedura reserve—was not that originally reserved from lease ? Abram Orpen.

Yes, Brymedura reserve is the original reserve from lease.
1216, Was that revoked? Yes
1217. By whom? That question reguires me to go nto the matter a little more at length.
Some time before the close of last year, when the whole Colony was about to become open to
free selection, Mr. Ttobertson directed the attention of the Burveyor General, the Deputy
Surveyor General, and myself, to the whele of the reserves from lease in the Colony, and
directed us to examine into them sll, and to propose for revocation all that scemed to admit
of it. Among others, this reserve of Brymedura and other three in these notices were
revoked by proclamation.
1218, Tt was revoked about the latter end of last year?  About August last.
1219. Was it not a reserve for the site of a fature town or village 7 Yes.

1220, Is it not round Molong?  No,

1221. Is it pot near Molong?  No.
1223, Is not the Brymedura run near Moloog? No, I think it is some twenty or thirty
miles distant. :

1223, Then it was revoked during the latter end of last year 7 About August last,

224. Tn consequence of instructions from Mr. Robertson? Under general instructions
from Mr. Robertson.
1225, Did you think it desirable for that reserve to be revoked? Yes, I recommended its
revoeation, The object of ite reservation would be secured by other means.
1226, Tt was then revoled from lease 7 Yes.
1227, Is it not now reserved 7 It is from sale—not from lease,
1228. It is reserved from sale now ! Yes, until surveyed.
1229, That may not be for twenty yeara? Yes, by possibility.
1250, Then I understand you to say, that this got'in by some misuoderstanding 7 I said
this,—I had directed attention to it among several others
1231. Who is the owner of thistun?  Allow me to complete my answer, if you please. I
seid I had directed attention to this among several others, and on my former examination
I stated that I believed it to have been gazetted by misvnderstanding from the Survey
Office, but I bave since looked into the matter, and am of opinion that it was intentionally
admitted, and that it was desirable it should be.
1232, You think it should be reserved from sale? Yes,
1233, And oot from lease 7 There is no present demand for the sale of the land as a
village, and the present vecupation of it, =0 long as it is not required for sale, would be for
the public advantage.
1234. Do you not think it would be for the public advantage to leave it as it was originally
reserved by Mr. Thomson? No, I think not. The withdrawal of a great number of thesa
old reserves from lease, at the time the measure was taken, was, in my opinion, = mistuke ; it
had the effect only of withdrawing the land from leasehold cccupation, and preventing the
Crown from deriving any revenue from it.
1285, Until a demand for the sale of the land ?  Yea.
1236. Now it is effectually locked up from sale? Not so; it has been reserved from sale
till survey, as the site of a future town.
1237. Why not leave it in the same position as formerly ! Because, as T have endeavoured
to point out, in the position in which it was, it was not under rent; it was a valuabla
portion of Crown land, oecupied, without yielding any rent—in possession of the lessee
of the Crown, without any rent being paid for it.
1238, And you think it should still be reserved from sale? I thiok it cught not to be
s0]d until messurement.
1239, Why? Because it was selected years apo, and is still believed to be well suited for
the site of a foture town.
1240. Then if it be well suited for the site of a future town, why not keep it still reserved
from lease? Becsuse that wecessity has oot yet arizen. It is a wvaluable position which
hereafter, as far as can be foreseon now, will be useful as a site for a town.

1241. K it your opinion that free selection should be confined to those places which are nat
valuable 7 Not by any means.

1242, Why then reserve this from sale? T think there are many positions which should
be reserved, and I helieve this to be one.

12435, Tt is in the Wellington District, is it not 7 Yes.

1244, It is a portion of the station of Messrs. Towns, Stewart, and Forlonge 7 Yea.

1245, Estimated at 16,000 acrea? Mo estimated to contain 96,000 acres.

1246. Then no person made applieation for this reservation ? I do not think any one did.
It is in the same category with rather more than half the reserves in this notice, which
were made at the instance of the officers in the field.

1247. You thiok this was an intentional reserve ! Yes, and that it was a wise reservation ;
if an aceident, it was a fortunate accident for the interest of the publie.

1248, Toprevent free selection 7 To prevent the improvident sale of the site of o futare town.
1249, Tf it is intended as the site of a future town, why not leave it in its original position—
reserved from lease as well os from sale P Becsuse, in the meantime, it will be part of the
ron—will be occupied, with advantage to the tenant and to the publie—wiil be producing
rent, and cannot be sold to the squatter or to any one else.  When the necessity for laying
it out as & town arises, it can be done in a short time.

1250. You say thers was no application for this reserve. If an application came from the
District Commissioner, that would be bazed upon an application to him? I stated, as
explicitly as [ could, that I believed there was no application in this case.

1251,
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1251, Not even from the Distriet Commissioner ! There was & bateh of deseriptions sent
to my offiee
252, By whom were they sent to your office 7 By the District Commissioner.
1253, Ts it not possible that an applieation would be in his offiee for this ran?  Quite pos-
sible, but improbable, for this reason :—In o letter I wrote to Mr. Daniel, about this very
matter, that is, about the geveral matter, I told bim the recommendations I expected from
him were to be his own, and not merely the applications of parties interested.
1254, Will you communieate with Mr. Daniel previous to revising your evidence, and let us
know whether an application was sent in to him with reference to this reserve? Yes; bu
I do vot think T should get a reply to a telegram now, for he is away from home marking
out rescrves.
1255, By the Chairmen : Is this a ruo called Captain Fineh's ran? Tt was forwerly, T
think. This was ove of the cazes T mentioned in answer to a question of Mr. Wilson’s just now.
1256, By My. Lucas: There was also a reserve made by Mr. Thomsen, I think, of three
miles on the banks of the Murray River—reserved from lesge ! The whole of the Murray
Eiver north bank, from Albury to South Australia, was made a provisional reserve from lease
in Mr, Thomson's time. There was » promise made that access to water would be preserved
to lessees for all the runs of which portions were tuken up by that reservation.
1257, Is it not stated in the proclamation, that that reserve was made in consequence of the
probability of its being required for agrieultural porposes? T think not; buat it waz made
shortly after the Burray hed been first navigated by steam.
1258, That was made in order that the fourteen years' leases should not affect the vccupation
of it for agricultoral purposes? It was withdrawn from lease for general pablic parposes.
1259, Has that reserve been revoked? The general measore of reservation has been revoked,
but all specinl reservations within its limits have been prescrved.
1260. What do youn mean by special reservations ! At the same time that the Government
made that proclamation including the whole of the Murray, they were also engaged, by their
subordinate officers, in making special reservations as sites for towns and fpr similar objects.
These have been maintained, and the general reservation has been eancelled.
1261. And let on lease? Yes, and iz now producing a rental. '
1262, Is there not a great portion of the banks of the Murray which was not included in
the special reservations reserved now under the late proclamation 7 I cannot speak thoroughly
upon that subjeet, because the Muarray frontage baving been surveyed, and having been the
theatre of special reservations for water supply, thiz matter did not come uoder my personal
pognizance—it is in the Surveyor General's department; but I have a strong impression that
thers was no further reservation.®
1283, The majority of these rescrves are pow open for sale, in fact the whole, with the
exeeption of special reservations for water supply ¥ All lands, except some special reserva-
tions for public purposes and the reserves for water supply, made in pursuance of the
declared intention expressed at the time of the original proclamation, are open to sale.
1264, Do you know the date at which Brymedars was appraised? I do oot kuow the
exsct date—it was about SBeptember or Oetober last.
1265, Can you tell me when this reserve was revoked from lease? T think the 2Ist of
August, but I know this,—that the measure of which I Lave spokien—the cancellation of the
reservations—uwas pushed forward with the utmost despatch, that it might be completed
before the appraisements were made.
1266. Can you state the date of the proclamation in which the reserve from lease was revoked
on the Brymedura run, and also the date of the appraisement T The proelamation was dated
81st August, and the appraisement L6th October. I append a copy of the appraizer's report,
shewing that the reserve was included in the appraisement. (Vide dppendiz G No. 1)
1267. Will you also state the former charges upon this run, and what the amount was
appraised at 7 The former charges amounted to £181 8s. 2d; the appraised rental to £250.
1268, By Mr. Wilson : In answer to question 849 of Mr, Robertson’s evidenee, allusion is
made to certain reserves which are insufficiently deseribed at page 8017, Nos. 422, 423, 424,
425, and 426. Will you be kind enough to state whether you recommended those reserve-
tions ¥ All that are in this page I recommended.
1269, Will you look at No. 426, as an example of these reservations, and state whether you
think that is described in accordance with the instructions? This is one of the cases I
mentioned in my former examination, where a clerical omizsion bad taken place. I produced
on that oceasion the original paper, with my notes direeting the addition to be made, to this
effect—* bounded by lines directed to the cardinal points”; I also shewed that the descrip-
tion sent to the printer contained the words ““one section”; theze two additions would
huve made the descriptions as detailed as it would be possible to make them, without the
lines being marked all round. I ought to state, perbaps, to make myself understosd here,
that the practice in Government Departments, when a notiee is prepared for the Gazetie, 15
for @ proof to be sent to the office from which the potice is seat, but in this case 1t was nob
done. I happen, moreover, to have by me now the original communieation from my office,
sending on to be printed the motice with referemee to this particelar reserve amonget
others. It is in these terms:—"The reserves, deseriptions of which are herewith
# forwarded, baving been approved, the Government Irinter is requested to be =0 good as
# to have these deseriptions put in type, and to canse proofs to be forwarded to this office.
« A, 0. Pretiovs (for the U O, C. Lands).” 1970

® WoTe {on revision) i—1I find, on reference to the Survey Office, that the following were the ouly
additional reserves in the late proclamation :—Page 5042, Nos. 294 and 295; page 2824, Nos. 5 to 11
inclusive. The latter are in the Darling District, within which there had been no special reservations
for water supply previously.
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1270. That proof was not sent to your office? Tt was not; no person in my office saw this
after it Lad left the office.  Tf the proof had been seen, the errors were of such a character
that the youngest elerk could have eorrected them. '

1271. I think you stated, in your previous evidence, that these applications for reserves
came in rapidly towards the end of the year 7 Yes.

1272, While the department was very much hurried, in order to get them through before
the lst of Junvary? Yes; some of us were at work upon them night and day.

1273. Was there any delay in consequence of your absence in Queensland ?° None what-
cver; it was impossible. I was away only about ten days; and at the time I left Syduey for
Queensland—about the 27th November—all the applications for water reserves made to me
had been sent to the District Commissioners; vot a single case was in the offiee at the time
Lleft. On the day Ileft, T wrote a circular to the District Commissioners, to return me
all these applications, with or without their reports, and they did not come back till after
my return.

T

Abram Orpen
Moriarty,
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1274. Consequently, your abzence in Queensland could not possibly have had anything to -

do with the barey in the office 7 No.
1275. Or bave impeded the progress of the business? No, the hurry which resulted in
these errors did not take place till three weeks after my return. The great bulk of thess
applications were received from the applicants after my retarn,
1276. Do you recollect the case of Willandra Billibeng?  Yes.
1277. You wrote a mioute upon that case ? I took a pote of the determination expressed
by Mr. Tlobertson,
1278, At a meeting with the deputation ! Yea.
1279. I think in that minute you wrote, you stated that the defining the boundaries of that
reserve cuwe more within the province of the Survey Department than of the department of
which you were the bead 7 Yes.
1280. Will you state why you considered it eame rather within the provinee of the Survey
Department than of your own ¥ One reason was that T had no information as to the distance
to which the works extended, and [ knew there were in-the Sorvey Department reports from
Mr. Dewhurst, the surveyor, describing the general form of the creek, and of the locality—
in fact, a survey of the frontage—und the Survey Office had Letter means of dealing with
the cass than I had.
1281. In answer to question TOT, to this effeet—* Are you aware upon whom the blame rests
of placing these reserves before the Minister for proclamation eo insufficiently described 7
Mr. Robertson answers—* [ cannot say that. Perbaps we might get ab the matter better in
 this way :—It will be seen by Mr. Moriarty’s minute on the Willandra Billibong Reserve,
“that the practice was—first to forward them to Mr. Moriarty, and then to the Deputy
 Burveyor General.”  Was it really the practice in the case of reserves, that they went to
you in the first instance, and were then sent to the Deputy Surveyor General? It can hardly
be snid to have beeome a matter of practice at the time the Willandra Billibong Reserve was
under consideration.
1282, Was the Willandra Billibong Rleserve the first case of the kind you bad? N, T
think I recollect some few previously; it was the only case I had sent to the Surveyor
(Feneral,
1233. Consequently, it could not have been the practice of the office to send to the Deputy
Surveyor General, unless there were some particular reason for it 7 It could hardly be said
to bave become matter of practice. At the same time, it was the practice in moat cases to
have consultation with all the departments supposed to possess information about the subject.
1234. Would there be anything irregular in your sending an applieaticon for a reserve in a
locality with which you were aequainted, to the Minister, for his approval, without sending
it to the Deputy Surveyor General; or, in other words, are there any instructions to send
all applications for reserves to the Deputy SBarveyor Greneral before sending them to the
Mipister? Noj the Burvey Department has in general no information about country that
has not been surveyed ; all the infurmation the Government has possession of is in my own
office; and, from my own long familiarity with the matter of squatting deseriptions, T believe T
am as well qualified to revise such deseriptions as any offieer of the Survey Department. I
ooght to state that the preparation of these deseriptions is not suppesed, in the office, to
require any very high qualifications; s very subordinate officer iz commonly employed and
quite able to draw a sefficient deseription of thiz kind.
1285, With regard to what have been called Mr. Robertson's instruetions of September,
1865—1T allude to those upon the Table—are you aware whether any of those instructions
were sent to the Commissioncrs of Crown Lands, or if they were seut from the department
to the squatters themselves, for their information 7 They were a1l zent to the District Com-
missioners ; an effort was made to distribute them as widely as possible, and in a number of
cases they were sent to squattors,
1286. By Mr. Macpherson : To those who applied for them? Yes; no other attempt was
made to eirenlate them than publieation in the newspaper. I do not thiok they were seot to
squatters unlesa npon application.
1287, Did the Crown Land Commissioner get only one copy for himself?  Yes,
1288. Squatters got them when they made application? Yes; they were framed for
parties who made application. .
1289, By Mr, Wilsan: I may state that T have been informed that a equatter had a enpy
of these instructions sent to him without his applying for it? Some one may have called
at the office and obtained a copy, which he might afterwards have sent.
1290. Did you assist at sll in the preparation ofa Bill desling with the question of artificial
water on thess squatting runs? Some years ago—thres or four years ago—there wos a
greak
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eutting down ome another’s dams, and uvsing armed foree to remove or defend the works
erected for storing water. Mr. Robertson asked me to take the matter up and frame a measura
to deal with the question of artificial water supply. 1did so, and sabmitted it to bim for his
approval, and be adopted it with some modifieations. The object of this messure was to
embrace the locality within which measures for water supply were required within a union
or municipality.
1201, Was there any intention to exelude all the lands in the intended union from sale ?
I think not ; one provision was to vest the bed of the river or ereck in the union or muni-
eipality, but there was also a proposal to tax freehold land deriving benefit from the works.
1292, Does such a case as Willandra Billibong, where one mile on each zide is reserved from
sale, come under the provisions of this Bill? T do oot think it neeessary to reserve to so
great an extent. The intention was to cover so much land as might be necessary for the
protection of the work actually in progress.
1203, By Mr. Macpherson: Was that measure merely contemplated, or put into seteal
shape ? It was introdaced into the Lower House, and ealled, I think, * A Bill for pro-
moting the construction of dams and tanks, and for the maintenance of artificial water supply.”
1294. By Mr. Wilson : You had some correspondence with regard to certain reserves applied
for by Mr. Forlonge? Yes.
1295, That gentleman expressed dissatisfaction with the action taken in the matter. Wil you
explain what really was dooe with reference to this matter ; for instance, as to the time when
his original application was put in, and his amended application 7 T reported the substance
of the matter in a letter to the Under Beeretary for Lands. There were, I think, three
applieationz by Mr. Forlonge altogether,
1296. For how many reserves? Ooe of them, which I have here (referring fo o paper),
comprised twenty-six reserves upon one rum.
1297. Which run was that 7 Prymedora, I replied to this effeet, or rather I wrote a
memo. upon it on which hia agent acted before the official communication reached bim—*¢ OFf
 gnelosed descriptions the greater oumber appesr to eontain jwprovements which, if
“ of the necessary value, are already by law ezeepted from cooditional selection. The
“ remainder do not, from the descriptions, appear to contain water, and there is no sheteh or
# tracing to supply any information that is defective, or admit of the application being dealt
“ with on its proper merits. T regret therefore that I am unable to make any recommenda-
< tion in the case. Inform.” This contained twenty-six deseriptions, which were withdrawn
by Mr. Forlonge's agent. Amendments of these were received on the 220d December, and
T included them in the sehedule of cases which I sent on to Me. Robertson.
1298, Which Mr. Robertson refused to approve? I had no communication with Mr.
Bobertson on the subject. They were not published.
1299, By Mr. Lucas : Will you let ms bave the whole of the eorrespondence upon this
sabject ¥ (Fide dppendiz G No. 2) A great pumber are in the hands of the Distriet
Commissioners, for report; they were not proclaimed.
1300. By Mr. Wilson: Will you supply to the Committee a list of the reserves applied for
Mr. Forlonge, and the runs upon which they were situate?  (Fide dAppendic G No. 3.}
1301. By Dr. Lang : Do yon consider it indispensably necessary for the welfare of the
futare inhabitants of the country, that permanent reserves for towns should be fised before
population has reached the locality in which these towna are to be situated, or before they
are required 7 Not permanent reserves. I think it is of great importance to the Colony
hereafter, that favourable positions for towns should be withheld until they are required for
towns—that the value of them to the future publie should not be destroyed by their being
put into private hands.
1302, You see no diffieulty in allowing them to be occupied in the meantime for pastoral
purposes 7 In the meantime I think it of importance to the public that the land in these
localities, which are usnally favoured loealities, should be producing revenue,
1308. By Mr. Wilson : Do you think it was possible for any Minister for Lands to revise all
thesa reserves, and in faot to be personally responsible for them ! It depends upon the time
he had.
1804, Within the time Mr. Cowper had at his disposal before the end of December? I ean
only say that I am not usually a slow worker, am tolerably familiar with this husiness, and
recommended about a quarter of the number, and I know that I was occupied during the
whole of that time in doiog so much.




RESERVES UNDER CROWN LANDS ALIENATION ACT.
APPENDIX.

(To Evidence given by M. Fitzpatrick, Esq., 1 March, 1866.)

A No. 1.
COPY of Instructions iszued from the Deparément of Dands, in Januwary, 1808, in reference io Reserves made
under $th clavse of Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, with Enclorure,

Temrorany RESELVEE For WATER Surrny,

Iv secordance with the terms of the Cabinet minite of the 27¢h instant, all those reserves proclaimed
in the Gazetter of 23rd, 25th, and S0th Iecember, nnder the 4th saction of the Orown Lands Alisnation
Act of 1861, which have not been examined and reported on by a Commissioner, or recommended by
a District Burveyor, and all thoss applied for, but not so raparted on or recommended, must be referred
to the Commissioner for the district in which the veserves are situated, to be eXamined and reported on
by him; and in order that the public interest may be protected as far as possible, the attention of the
ommissioners must be directed in the first place to those reserves which have hesn applied for but not
netted.
& In making such inquiry and report, the Commissioners are to attend to the fullowing pointa :—

1. The Government will hold the Commissioner responsible for the necessity and extent of the
reservati